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PREFACE

THE greater part of the prescat work 18 based ujpen
exprrience ganioed by the autlor whie assisting oo a
survey of cerlan specad aspects of the moral problem
which bas been carmied oot receatly in Lemdon

Many of the views expressed are to be reganded
solely 28 the personal apamons of the writer, who 19
oware that- us 32 perbaps satueal w Lhe cage of auch
a very difficult and many-suled problem—whale b
whecrvations will be wermly champoned by a propor-
tron of the experte, they wiil be as botterly demounced
ahd dusclatimed by others

Tl Lok dies 2d parport te be the thesis of an
expert, but zhould be regatded rather os an accoont
of the obeervatecus and refdections of a weiter who bas
approached the prollem wib @ very open mind e
demobifization Be has been cogaged o socuelogaal
awadies and 10 Lrying o discovet what van ke dooe
ia temedy some of the admitted evils 10 our midac
The suggeetionz put forward o the later chapters are
net ofiered 10 upy st of dogmatic essertion, but
merely g5 being very well worthy of close consideration
end furtler inguiry by any whe ae coeoroed with the
solution of problems of worahty of whatever kiod
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vi PREFACE

Although they are borromed from a wiedem of very
aanent ongm they will be regarded as reveletonary
and entirely unerthodox by many workers of the older
school  In meeting emtinism on Hus sotwe, however,
the writer feslg serure m the lmowledge that these
aspects of the problem are already recognized by some
of the advateed workers of all denopunations, it s
Liz personal convection that, as tume passes and the
worl progresses, they will Lemme far mere wadely
diffosed and adopted and brovght withig the scope of
practical policy  be 1z conwvineed alzo that wpon these
haes alone can any real and serure advance be
anticipated

The Following account necessanly deals with the
problem  chiefy as it afeets the woman  Tihe
responsibiliey of the mao has not been overlocked, Jul
this 13 & subjert for a far wider and more extenscoer
wgquiry, and the presend work malees no preteme to
cover the whole ground

The author wishes, 1 comclusion, to evpress b
very de¢p indebtedness aomd grabiude to the wany
workers whom he has found so ready—often ar

nsurlarable to supply him  with
wformation, to make supgestions, undertake research
work and to pass on o him, so Far ag Jay m ther
power, the results of ther lfelong ¢xpenence
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PART 1
JN THE MAELSTROM






CHAPTER 1

THE CHOSTITUTE

* Ity the sash lostihead of my young poscers,
| shook the pallanog
And pulled my hie Tpon e, grumed w-Lh smeare,
I stand aoud the dust of the moarded §
My m:n led youth les dead beneath L'Ile heap
My ?mslmess apent 1ts wavermy shower |
And now my heart 15 83 4 broken tount,
Wheoom sewrArmpiigs stagnate, Gt dama ever
From tbe dank Hsughly Haat =lime
"pon the sighfal hr:m:hu of my mmd
Biech 13, what ae i he
The battes, hew slall teate M rmd? "
—Fremeys Thowfiran, ** The Hewnd of Homen '

tlee dust,

The Moelsttoor, an anelogy — In @ Fussion berdofi — [
* Hope Allewt LomtornTie bottowe of dke Moclstrem

TrERE 15, off the west coast of Merway, a preat
whirlpool, knonn as the Maclstram—" the stream that
grnods o peces " This whitlpool i formed 1n the
sen at cerlatn times by definue, but Ittle understosd,
conditions of wind, tide and curremt Tt s o Tearantne
thing te beheld, a whirhng vortex of uresianble power
with 2 ceotral shaft that spms down to the mud and
slitge of the very sea-bottom ttself  Far out to ses
it nfuenee 12 felt, the currents that serve o draw
rithin sts power finwary Boats or any Seating thing
Mearer nnr:mrer they are borme tomards the Fatal
spot, there 13 10 its achon no horry, no violence—
0 ececape As the centre 15 approached the pace
nsensibly increases nntl the watets begn to mevelve
3



4 MORAL EVIL IN LONDON

- around the smooth tip of the contral abyes  Steeper
and stecper grows the awuple of descent, more rapud
the speed of revolution and Jonder the shaltering roar
that booms op from below  In tura they take the
fnal plunge—boals, aprected trees or dnftieg fiobzam
—and disappear from =ight

After a while the central vortex breeks and 6lls and
the d_\-m%l Maelstrom casts up upen the waters that
whach st has engulfed—hroken, pulped and shatiered
b3 the gnoding contaet with the roc{: below

The moral slongh, with a part of which we have to
deal, closely resembles thia Maclstrom, it 15 alse a
winclpeol, created partly by 1be oormal and seasonalide
tides of buman hfe, partly by deep, unchatled curtenis
and varying surface storms  The whirlpool iself 13
the ceufral ahyss of danger and depradation reached
by those men and women wha are capght a0 the daft
of the currcnts that feed 3t The Veluntary Rescue
Homes and the vanous reseoe offorts of all Kmds are
1slands of refupe set 1o the doft of the currents, some
are placed far from the danget-zone, nthers are hirm
tocks jatung to the very edge of the votiex, some are
equipped weth hfcboats that go forth and search for
human flutsam, others more passively awart whatever
may be cast upet Lheir shores, some are easy of
approach, with chelving beaches watched by kindly
folk nhe stand by o belp the castaway ashore, others
are of Jess hosprtable aspect, having but one marrow
and Tocky approach  a very few there are whase

loomy shorcs are often deserted agam by those whe
apd thereen as bewg more forhiddimg than the
uncertain currents from which they should offer a
refuge  We shall find that the Marlstrom supplics 2
very complete and accarate anslogy to our problem

The prostitute 15 a piece of doftweed creling on the
hp of tge Mactstrom, drawm gradeally and inexorably
towards the dusmal gulf at ats ceatre  Her bfe 1s a
truly terrible one—an offience before God and a eryng
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shame upon 3an  She 1a canght i the wegus arele
of her wrong practices, of she aspire 1o cacape from
the dnuft of the current she often ships back agan from
the wvery «dge of safety for lack of 2 Gtm place to
clureh * Her lufe o deatruetave af ] the fner spueiual
attributes—a grinding to pecea of the very soul stasif

Leo Taolstoy, 1 Resurrecium, graphwally descnbes
the lufe of a prostitule 1o u Lordel] 10 Russim  Let us
ook at her for a moment with his eves

" From that day a lde of chromic sin against
bumsn and dmine laws commenced for Katusha
Maslova, a hife which 15 led by hinodreds of thonsands
of women, and whach 13 not nerely tolerated, but
sanctioned by the Covernment, anxioue for the
weliare of 1ts eubjects, a ife which, for nine women
oot of ten, ends im Immiul disease, premature
duerepiude gnd death ¥ Henyy sleep unb] late
afterooon foltoned the orgies of the might  Between
three and four oclock came the weary getktng up
from a dirty bed, sods water, coflee, Listlesa pacing
up and down the room m bedgowns and dressing-
jackets, lazy gumng oot of the wipdows from bebugd
deawn curtaing, mdaleot disputes with one another,
then washing, perfunnng aod anontg the body
and bur, trying oo dresses, dispubes obout them
with the mistress of 1be bwwse, surveying oneseli
m looking-glasses, panting the face, the eyebrouws,
Tich, sweet food, them dressing i gaudy silks
* Hlenaer's resentehen do net Altopether support this Atate-

ment Fude, Mrostitataon Furmﬁt non Its uro'ham{
more true of conditions m T‘n%hnd than im 3 cogntry sl
ix France, where the prostilute s better cated lob gl s
#eldont seen oo the streel  Many Eughsh prostilutes sulfer
It L effects ol caposdre, and they oltes die of condgump-
1300 after five or fix years of atreet Ll  Tolatey's statemetl
15 therefore & Dittle daffienlt to uoderstand, nolcas the women
i the bhordells 1n Russia wete not so carclally guscded
agattdt the speeinl daugers of the hfe as they are 1w some
wibier countriey employing the sy vtem
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exposibg much of the body, snd coming down iato
the orsamented and brulmntly Ulummnated drawing-
room , then the armval of wisitors, music, dancing,
sexual conncction with old and yousg and mddle
aged, with lads and decremt ofu men, had:u:lm's,
married men, hants, clecks, Ar Tews
‘Tartars, rich snd poor, sucle and healthy, tips m:ld
sweber, rough aad teader, military men and civilisns,
studenta and mere schoolbeys—of all classes, ages
and characters  And ghouts and jokes and brawls
and mosic and tobacen and wine, and wine and
tobacre, from eveming uabil daylight, ne rehef wll
mormag, s40d then heavy sleep, ihe same every duy
and all the weck  Then at the end of the week catoe
the wisil to the police slation, as institaled by the
Governmeni, where doctors- ten 1o the service of
the Government—sometimes seriously and stmely,
spmebimes  with  playful hw‘tfv\é exammed  these
women, completely destroving the wodesty given as
a protechion not only to buman beings but also to
ammals, and gave them nritten permisston to con-
fhue t the siks they and thet accomplices hud
been commutting all the week  Then fallowed
asoother week of the same kind  always the same
every might, summer and winter, weekdays aud
holidays ¥

Most le, on reading the abave, will probabl
mnsndcrm here 1n En, gland we have nmhpm baﬁ
enpugh to compare with the condibons descnbed It
15 true that we have no bordells sanctioned by Govern-
ment, ne ventable brothels,® and no open and officlal
recoguition of this " oldest profession 1m the world,”

1[4 Lobdou atd Betlm the brothel tekes & looser Form
ahsh atdoutty usu:ll o oollibg ke thao the caspal
wetbiaalion of ﬁ women  whe ubihze ther  jmnt
g‘remlu! Tor c.nrrymg ot thesr bummens " —Prostituleen i

wIope, p =y
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but we have condiions which are 1n zome respects
certainfy worse  They are Indden away m odd
worters of our big towns, they are not obviows  sesn
10 the mass they woald appal

Here 15 3 picture— admittedly ape of the worst—
drawn from Lfe during the presept year, and 1m e
setting not five muiles from Channg Cross

Two miontes' walk from one of onr mamm London
thoroughiares 15 an area which can only be descmbed
as ''slum ™ 1n the truest semee of that most
unpleasant word It 15 an arés marked by the
govermag authonties for demolition, it will probably
haper, awaiting its turn, for some monibs to eome

‘There are here narrow sireets and alleys Hanked by
twoegtoried bonses, all in the tater stages of collapee
‘The »alls are cracked and bulged and poroms to the
damp, reveaiing m thesr cheap and erumbiing brick-
work and sandy mortar those ducreditable secrets
which the jerry-bnlder successfully concealed when
they were erccted at no very distant date  They have
net even the benourable decrepatude of old age, thors
15 the degeneracy of disease and neglect Followng all
too swiftly upon a weakly sod disheooured brth
Thewt chimneys fean, thewr toofs are broken, 1herr
walls bave no damp-ronrses, the sloae of the sndow-
=ills has rowted and fallen away, the arches of the
doorways have cracked awd sheared, and the Lme of
the roof edpes, seen from the end of the row, has a
smuusity thal spes no confidence 1o their founda-
twns They suffer, in fact, from every anatomical
infirmity from Sallen arches to curvature of the spme

In the paved coort hetween the rows, aud on the
uncleas staps of the doorways a score or two of grobby
children of ages from two o ten years, unwashed and
pogrly elad, are rolling and toddhng, crawling 10 the
dogt aod liter of paper and crange-pael, the plder
ocoes gre ruanmg and ekppiog, playing ' hepe
scotch,'’ dancing to 2 barrel.orgae, or throwing or
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kicking a ball {which 13 usually a bunch of paper or
durty rag tied up eith string] Dodging among these,
and rolling with them wo the gonme, are almost a5 many
curs of nondescnpt breed, snappung and fighting, and
skirmishizg with the cats that shok o the doctrways
Ewvery now and then, from the general medley of nouse,
rises the sturp sound of 8 clyldish yaarrel, a scream
of temper, or the wall of a toddler bowled over by a
oo bowsterous cur  Mothers appear m the doorways,
ooe dashes igko the milée, seizes her particular
offapring, distributes a cuff or tuo apg:amnlly at
random amongst the others, and bears ber bowlmng
charge rodoors  [for the rest, a few idlers loaf at the
coroers, slovenly girls and women move from dout to
door oo vanous ecrrands, or etand gossipiog at the
entraneres

Se much for cxtenor impressions It 15 perhaps an
otdmary pictore encugh of a very poor quarter, o
piclore which would seem to be more relevant to the
howsing probiem than to the moral problem  But fek
us tmake o mstake, aill this bas o very defimte
bearing upom the sutyect ao band  from the daytime
conditiens 1hose who know ebout these thiogs wall
readily deduce 1he danEer.s of the mghts It may be
that some ar least of the young girls end vouny mea
who arc jorced th exist amongst all this sqealor have
kept thewr wartue and ther puniey 1t may be that
some of these children rolling with (e dogs o the
gutter, bearing around them gutter talk and absorbing
gutter morals, will grow ioto decemt and pure-tminded
wooths and madens Ooe guestion only sugpests
1tself . 15 3t fair to bleme them if they do not *

It 15 not, of course, only 1 surroundiogs such as
these that the prostitute 15 made  Surrenndings alone
vanror create her  Sbe 1s to be fouond 10 nearly every
stratom of sericty  In other walks of Dife she presents
other aspects, she does mot always set her fawours at
a cash value, and therefore shie 1s not always koowa
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by the obwious pame We gare pot fergettng the
existance of these others of the clazs, we are net
suggesting that the hwing conditiona bere described
are the . or cven the chief, canecs of prostbution
We are merely taking a lock at the most speclacular,
and to the untrmined mind, (he mpst alarmung
syiuptoms of 1he woral dusease—peeting 1t the abysa
of the maelstrem w an efiort to gauge ns depth  We
will tow peer a httle deeper still, and come 1ata mere
intimate contact with our subject proper T wall
take ug within the duellings described atove

‘The first ane that we cnter 1z possibly the worst of
all The floor-boards of the entrance passage arc
rotten with damp, and nddled through and beneath
with rat-holes and runs—no rehes of 2 less sanitary
past, these latter, but well-used, well-smoothed huigh-
ways of 1be night-scavenging sewer-todent, 1924 The
floor of the passage ond ibat of the ground-fleor
lwingrootm 19 patched with the reiics of some rotten
covering motenal, starped with grease and caked with
accumylated Alth There 1s o litter of paper, ends of
atring, bread.crusts and moscellaneors debris, mnng
the hich 15 prebably amply justifed
by the Fact—that no effort 15 ever made to scrub or
brush the floors, but that the durt 13 merety Incked oot
gt the doora when it has accumulated to the exteat
of inpeding the feet  The peculiatly powerful, siekly
stench wl&un the dwellng cannot be desenbed 1m
words, 1t wall readdy be recalled by those who hawe
expeneéneed it The continuons smokeng of cugarelbes
18 the antidote wluch makes further exploration
Isarable

Almost everywhere throughout the house the paper
13 peeling from the dam]: and diseoloured walls, and
tm many places Lhe plaster has Fallen From the
calmgs At the door of the Jonmg-room we are met
by 20 elderly man with a cunoimg face who is 108
8 twelve months' old baby, insuficiently clad o
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nondescript garments of an woelean hoe  IIe does
oot weleowme our wimt, byt simee it 15 supported by
authority he derms st best to show us a certawn amount
of erppliey and to allow us to see all that me wash  He
does mot attempt to defend the conditwn of his
kouschold beyond saying that 1t a2 almost mmpessible
to keep sach @ plave ecent—wlnel 19 untrue—and he
lays preat stress upen the fact thar =inee be hag lved
it1 the houge e kaz zever owed a peney for rent

He shows us 1oto the kuchen, where s wife sath
her three unbdy danghters 15 prepanng s meal
Exerywhere there 13 evidence of durt aod lack of arder
‘The danghters are fiom erghteen o bwenly-two years
old, twe ate decudedly pretly girls, with s frail
deheacy of feature thet consorts oddly enough with
the squalor of ther surrouodings and the sl 1
of Lhewr attire

The unimitiated or idealistic observer might smagim:
1hat here al least were yonng, untaroted mands, forced
by poverty to Live surrounded bul watosched by dim,
vuiganty and cme I e happened to ¢atvh ceriaty
! i ks nat d for his ears he
would speedily be disullumaned as to the virgin purty
of therr minds , were be cven a hietle more mitialed 1n
these matters, be maght detect 10 ther yoces the
chatracteristic busky bimbre which {requently denotes
eyphilitic 1nfechion He would also be able ta explan
reastnably eoough the presenie 1n the upper roomy
of certamn pairs of new patent leather zhogs, a hat
of fashistiable shape, and a cloak amd Fur weap of
1OCONEELOus Sthaflness

There are othet thiags also to be sesn 1 these
upper rooms lo noting them we most oot be over-
faslidious , we muost not shonk from fashug the hight
inta the lower depths of our maeletrom, gvet so we
shall not be hlkely to see the bottom

“There are 10 this house threc small upper rooma
with one or two beds, or ‘" shake-downs "' in each
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The rooms are datk, with wety small windows, and
\here 1f ome munute room, sabdwiched o boiween
maide walls, which has no window at all  This 19
somenmes also ysed a3 a slecprg-room

In theee rooma similar condinone of dilapedalion are
ewident  In ooe damp coroer, where the ceilling bas
fallen im, @ strip of sky 13 actuelly w=ible between the
bare laths and the broken tiles above them  We are
anformed that this state of things has existed for three
rears, and that the landlord lhas done oothing—

ond collecting his rent weekly  This faet will be
ronsidered later with sthers in another place

‘The beds {hemselves would not be recogmeable as
sach by anyote acrustomed 1o the clean sheets and
blapkets and spolless cowerlel of ordinary comfort
Sheels are of course absent, of wotecugmizatle  The
typical bed 15 an utunade, tumbled and uneven heap
of clamtny coveriogs mlich ate oll of one hue—thar of
mgrained dit—patched, sodden and stamed  Ther
aroma defeats that of the strongest cyparette

Bal 45wt the aroma of the beds, thus surpassing
atench ¥

Not altogether  Tiuz 13 the noromal sleemag place
of two of the parls Mang a w1¥d beast has Lhe mstincy
ta avord Fouling 1ta gwn lar, not so these unfortunate
children of the abyss  The ordinary bedrgom might.
UDme COLVETLIences are abseni- or itvolve too mach
trouble 1z use  Nature, however, will not pander to
humat sleth  There 15 a bittle opey space w1 front of
the small fireplace, 1miestigation shows that the foor
here 13 wet and eodden  This would seem to
accopnt for some of Lthe moore pbyvious and 1nsistent
unpleasantness that assails our seoses n ths sickly
atmesphere

Courage | We are almost at the lowest point that
we chall reach m our maelsirom, ev—a more sunable
simile here—in the most foul corner of the Augean
Stable  Such cunditions as these are umpleasanl to
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read aboni, 1l to write of, worse to sec, to live
with——  But uf they are to be pmended they must
be made known

Raising our eyes from the floor, we take & look
at the walls and cellings  Damp stmns, LTt paper,
fow.hangung black cobwebs, cracks and bulges n the
plaster—these, of course—int whal are those yrregulat
dark patches, like y-marks oo & window-sash, 10 the
angles of the wallz—Lhose discoloured perforetions
eaten through the rotten paper iote the porous plaster
bengath?  They are not made by fhes, but by other
1mscets—bugs

They ar= here, 25 11 teatly every bouse m
the row, oot by vhes of twos of by doscos, but by
hundreds sad thousasds at least  In the hoy weather
parieulatly are they active, they come forth then
their full strength, ascend to the ceiling, crawl along
ahove the beds, and themee drop dowo upen the
weropants  There are fleas wnumerable alse, ey
are ot so obvious o the oye, bat they vety guackly
wiake theer presence felt 1m other ways  Thers 12 anl
much zleep 1n the hot mghts o ties eon for mau,
womge, child or infamt Those smoky patches dotiod
about on the celing show where Lhe cxasperaied
octupants bave bumed ther tormentors mo oa
maich ot candle fame as they clung wathing to the
plaster

‘To etadicate these bugs no ordinary measures would
suffice, they are well established 1n the walis, they
kave dug 1uto the rotten mortar between the bneks
themgelves  They will go when the walls go, nov
before  Oune of the miner evuls of an evil condstien, 1
ita tenacity symbol of the tenagty of (he greater
evils and suggestive of the radwal messures of cuge
which 1 sither case can alone be effective

e now leave the bedreoma, treading wanly over

thewr wosteady ficors, descend the badly-lighted, stecp
and nckety starrase, from which the batusters have
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1w places fallen away, aod pursue our mveshgations
1m the yard at the back of the house

This yard measures gbout ten feet by twenty It
15 surrcunded by a wall which on npe side 13 at least
eleven feet hugh, and it 15 badly cvershadowed by an
adjacent boose In the ceabre 15 a choked and
evil-smelling drmin, htteted abont with boards and
empty tios and botiles, m one cornet is a stack of
Rrewoad, 11 another a nondescript collection of rabbash
A leando shelter, an extension of the ao-called
" seullery,' projects aleng one side of the yard with
a water-closet at 18 fatther end  The condition of
this latter corresponds closely wath that of the ceatral
drain, and 1t 15 obvous that the two hove been nsed
more ot less indiscrimmately for one purpose

A recent half-Learted sitempt has been made,
posshly 1n anbcipation of cur vist, to clear up the
ktter i the yard  The condmons, therefore, gz we
find them, cap be catimated to Be a litle better than
the normal  An open bonfire of nn mean proporiions
has been lrghted agaimst the bowndary wall It hag
now burmed tself eut—a heap of flaky-white ashes
bosteded by a eircle of half-bareed Fragments of grim
rag and odds and ends of rubbish  We cannot 1ell
what concenttated uncleanness lay 1o this heap hefore
the Light was applied  Ti has guoe now A hghe acr
fans the smonldeting gleed inte 8 glowing mass and
the thooght arises unhidden that there, im the heart
of that fire, whih lately waz unspeakable filth, hes
1he purest spot withan Lhese woeful precinets

Make a bonfire of the whole arcal'—it would be the
swiftest and zurest way

Wi have now seen the worst that this dwelling can
thow us  We escape, aod breathe agam the com.

ratively pore attosphers of the court  The other
OUsES are very Sutuler 1o the obe we bave explored,
somme are better or worse 10 certain parbeulars; thers
are few where the couditiis are quite so revolting
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throughent In tka particular abode there are only
six prraons homng, n some Rouses of the same mze
bwe several families, comptising a8 many ix eleven or
twelve mdividuals, includeny several batwes It 15 a
comimon thiog to find, 1 the stale almesphere of an
upper toom, two or three babes, thoe ng to play o
the sireel, watched over hy an elder brother or sister,
Jucking and ¢rawling and rolhog on the grimy
coverngs, or wiatfully stanng out throogh the semn-
opaque glass of the crazy windows at a clese view of
bm wall and dronken chimoey-pots

A bright plavground for children! This s their
mmtreduchion to & beautifuf world, the nspiratwm
ofiered Lo the young soul of boy or gurl at 3 most

bl of its nufold to serze on Lbe

goed and beautiful and zefined thaops of Life and
rencance the victous and the vulpar  We shall glance
again ot this thumb-nald sketch 1 h when
we come later on to assemble the complete pictare

Apnd now, for one moment we will torn with thank-
fuloess to one serenc ray of brightoess ebcountered
1n this dark, unfathamed rave of koman degradation—
to a thing of surpnse and bope

QOpe house 15 clean and orderly and sweet-smelling
from 1is woblls floor to its nckety toof

Qur surprise is—not that such a thing sheuld be—
for one who kanw s anylhing of Tuman nature will not
e 30 Pharsawcal a3 o feel surprise at Aindiog goodaess
or troth at the back of the darkest cave, the surprise
15 spontaneous and inevitable, like that of & wanderer,
lost at mght m a soowstorm n 4 gloomy wood, whe
shopld ssddenly by some nuracle step inte high
aummer noon at the summit of a famudiar Wl And
hope '—is this not, after all, ™ Hope Alley *? Soch
19 the legend dsplayed at 2 corner of cme of us
decadent walls

‘There 29 more of hope here, 10 this bouse, and
one other, than 1a te be found 1n the whole of the rast
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of Hope Alley put together  The occapiets, so clderly
rouple, forced by circumstances 1o dwell within these
neisome  pracigels, are determemed te keep  their
heads above the mire that serrounds thetn N half
meisures will suffice, the front doot 15 opened only to
the most 1nsistent or the offinal koetk A lenger and
less , bot less Ireq d, back approach,
windimg through cleaner ways, 3 uwsed for dady
olitgoings and 1n<omings ege two are n the

uagtire, but nat of 1t Laving 1o the mudst of flth,
they dmathe it even as their peighbours tolerate st
And yet, so perstatent ts the influence of eve], that
they may not quite escape it In the bedrooms the
bugs, legary of a former occtipatey, ate well entrenched
e the walls and will net be duslodped

Mevertheless, we are here on a frm place, a staunch
tock jutbing to the very Lip of the maelstrom, = place
where ope cpcheg appelled mear the ceptrel shaft
right catch the plimmer of a pwding Light or even
bope to cluteh a rope thrown eut gt call

The gleom again Next door a woman s coughing
out her life 0 consumprien , and oppemte, 4 lad, all
but consumed by the same scourge, hes, a were
framework of fevered slin and hone, past the abloy
to whispet bus needs, and for the most part of the day
and mght alone and untended, awarting hus mevilable
and unlamented passibg  The santary condibon of
that bed 18 best Jeft Lo the 1magmation

‘This latter 15 a vety bad and most unusual case of
criminal neglect, 1t 18 feported and dealt with promptly
by those responstble  Yet it 12 here, 1n Looden, and
the colendar marks the year 1g2q

Are these things entively rélevant to cor subject?
They are certainlv not included here oot of @ morbid
leaning towards the horrible, or from a wish to disgmat
the reader  They are, 11 fact, the lower swarls and
eddics of our maelstrom, the currents that buffet and
srind and blunt the God-grvea homan conscence
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agamst the hidden tocke of the ultimate deep, and
east 1t up agmn, changed out of human or dvine
recogmibion T hey compnise the sighls and the sounds
and the atmosphere surrounding the lves of those
edelescents of h sexes whose acts are feeding the
flood of our problem to-day, of those youager ones
whose tendencies are brimming the meservoir of osr
prablem for the future

Whene the vatue of human punty 15 50 heawly

d, where the wmapmer of all—the
lnstmct ai survival s 50 eaﬁy smmhered or reversed
that the d homan

Tramnwor]r tamely al:l:t“pLﬁ as me\'ltab'lc its prafal
condilion and looks cagerly forward Lo an carly release,
at mhat prec shall be valeed madenly widue or
vouthful punty?

‘The anhswer comes readdy Lo the pen  the price of
the first 15 variously eshmated accordizg to the cass,
the locality snd the onal attractiveness of the
1mdendoal, the price of the latter 15, i exact inverse
proportion, a Aegative quanbity '

Haope Alley 15 troly a place of dreadiul mmfioesces,
a dank forcipg-bpuse for cwery wice i embryn,
brooded over by a smothermg spmit of ewl and
squalor That some teiuse to be smothered by the
wfuence of Hepe Alley s &8 jushfication of 1ts
apparently socongreous name, and a standing tobute
1o the 1ndestructible basic goodoess and strength 1n
human natare

We hawe already visited Hhe ¢ld couple whose house
whispers a pentle protest spanst s associalions
‘There are at least two others 1 whach this whisper s
andible  One 12 kept clean, really clean aod endetly,
by the unaded efforts of a boy ol fourteen  There
are 1 Lna honise alsa the bay's mother and two sisters
When the boy 15 away for a time the house degeneralas
to the mgety condion and the whisper fades to a
reproachfn] murmur, when he returns the dirt departs
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agan. Wil thie bey repel also the spirrual filth of

ope Alley a3 mevilably as he refuses to associate
with its phymical grime? ‘There 15 pood reazon for
hopitlg thal he will A very shght pressure of the
gwding basd would change the expectabon to a
rtaint;

Al:olg;r heouse 15 occumed by a labowrer, employed
by the Lenden Coenty Counul, his wafe and babies

he man has moved to this dustrict 10 order to be pear
his work, and bas become trapped here b{y Cireum.
stapces  He s ot upstasding, bawlsowe fellow, well-
spoken and of fine physique He has had bad hick
recently, and 15 Just recovering [towm an epcraten 1m
lisprtal  The struggle bere han been too severe, hea
houze 15 only moderately clean  There 15 everywhers
evidence of a brave cfiort to check the encroachment
of dirt apd disorder, rotten slair-treads and bamsters
have been repeired with broken-up seap  boxes,
crtmbhng nalls and coroers rewnforced with ceraent and
leaky roofs patched ard belstered—landlord’s work
touch of thes

These two bave done therr best, ther are of the few
who ate ready to take advaantage of the chanee which
may shiortly be cotwing to them lo exchange thear
resent surroundings for sothething betier, to remeve
rem Hiis socafled house, which 15 m reality 2
mere dimnlegratug assoctation of leaky roof with
fonr crazy walls, a sublle and ever-presenl enemy
harbogsing damp and disease, 1o league with all the
mclempencies of the outside weather and wating to
spring from time to Lme 2ome few surprise of danger
or discomfort 1t an upexpected place, to exchange this
or the more friendly eoclosure of a house shich can
also be honoured by the name of ** bame,'" a house with
all the kindly alinbutes which that name connotes

Hope Alley at mght!

If we return to Hope Alley in the late cvemng we
shall find some chaoges, and the immediate and
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itimate relayon of its comditiom to otir problem will
become more evident  The houses arc the same, the
courtyard 15 much the same, Lhere are perhaps fewer
toddlets and smail babees 1o be seen, but bere are
crowds of chudren pll; there 13 the same restless
concourse of mongrels, a fow more cats are outl, and
an otcasonal bold rat 15 scen moving wanly adross 2
sectuded corner There are more loungers ard wdters
ot the cornets and 10 the donrways, there 1s more
ohserme talk  Bat where are the slovenly grrls o
ther difty blowses P These are no longer m evidence

We mill stand swhile on the road thet leads to the
muin Wnoroughfare, a little way back from the House-
thgt-pwes-no-rent

A peatly-dressed gurl cmerges from the dirkness,
wallung quickly towards ue  She 19 weanng smart
shoes and stockings, and has fur at her neck  Surely
Dot & sacaal worker, wstling al this late hour— voung,
and alone 10 this [ewd place?

As she passes ypder the soky street lamp we catch
a guck ghmpse of @ mguam fare under a ratber
Hamhboyaot hat, a face that has m it a supgestioy of
frail beauty, marred by an over-emphasized pallor
of the checks and an over-redoess of the hps Mo,
assurcdly net a seeal worker after all

As the passes che walte 1o her nake a perferwid
esgence, odour of ne bleowm ever yet purely conceived
of pun eod soil At the corner ghe ruos the gaunmtict
of 2 tand of loyoging youths, a shaft or two of
nnpleasant Jest r5 launched and parried i similar vewn
We nmotice that her vmee has thay husky quality which
may betray to the 1naiated —that which we remarked
carlier 1o the Hoase-that-ewes-no-rent o due conrse
the 15 followed by cue or bath of her sisters, best on
sitmlar adwtotores

And so they go forth, by ooes and twns, these
slovens of Hope Alley, cutwatdiy metamorphosed to
somcthing as differeat from ther daytime selves as
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are ther real selves from that which they stnve to
resemble  As we walch them po we are seeing the
imevitable mpht-flowering of cne particular branch of
the tree of 10 and erime which 15 growa and fertilized
by cach and all of the conditions of that sckly sml
ot which we have delved by daylight We canoot
defimitely exonerate, or solely condemn, zny one of
thess conditions , therefore must we atbempt to visualize
a pacture which jocludes them all

It 13 a matter for a passmpg surpnsc that Lhe
precincts of Hope Alley can eompass such a starthing
mghtly metamarphasia from grub te resplendant
night-math  Hut m truth the smarinces of these grls
15 superficial encugh, the cleanliness apparent only
In the days of whewr greatest poverty—or greatest
:xtravaﬁanm of money too casdy acquired—they must
retain therr stock-1o-trade  There may be no food 1n
the house, but new shoes and stockiogs must he
beught, coal may be allowed to run short, cosmebics
never, those garments nof wotended for display may
be it rags and tatters, yet perfome must be purchased
to add be last allurement, and—mnce we seek facks—
to newiralize an adour which might r:ﬁe]

B0 they go forth, the prostitutes of Hope Alley At
intervals they return— mot alone  What type of mao
do they briog to those evil-smelling, dank and vermin-
ridden upper rooms ' Presumably some of them are
soher enough to appredate thew sutroundings It w
altnost snconcervable that any but the meost dranken
or degraded should not tutn anay at the latest moment

Those walls and cerlengs! Those populons beds'
Would the rash, adventurcus youth whoe meets one of

1 It 13 by no means o ey case fhat the mrl takes her
ansociale . Bl more often gocs with lum to same
wellknown hanot 1o the distnet—ee dark bridge arehes,
elvlptx tailwny wagons loft on eidings of to other placet of
this kind e, however, do return bome asth (he men
they teet an the street.
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these imiposing sirens of Hope Alley 1n the open wir
of the hagh road, ere she has cast her spell ever um,
Jon company with ber 1f he ktew whenee she came or
whuther she would Tare it #  Such knowledge maght
supply a vsein) check  There are other purely sordid
aspecls also of the contemplated act which he may not
have folty reahized  Can they not be suggested io
him?* We shall consader this pesabnlity later

That the sordid traffic cottimnes to founsh under
such rwnd 15 suffi pteaf—i proel be needed
—that the mag fremn whem the demand onpgunates s
ot Teast as respousible s 18 the siren who lures um

We comfort aurselves perhaps that there are 1o
thus eoumtry o lieensed viceshogses, or bordells, the
brathels 1o london are few, and scarcely recogmizable
as such  Wr nghtly determne that sach plagie
spots shall never defile eur encial fabnic, shall oot be
permitted to cater for, and thus cxtend, the present
deand For wetous indulgence

The desctiption from Tolstoy, quoted sbove, of
Katusha Masleva™s ke m 2 Roswman bordell s
revolting encugh  The author states that 1t 15 & ttue
picture, drawn from Lfe  Such an existence, apart
Erom 11 sinfulness, bas a soft, sickiv—almost slimy—
nuality wlnel 15 abhorrent 1o the healthy-minded ~ It
represents to the wvast majorty of people the lowest
idea of degradation which they are able to roocoive
Yet, az the writer has attempted 1o show, we have
aomething worse—{ar worse—than this i our modst

Presumably Katusha aud her unfortunate colleagmes
were reasonzbly ¢leanly at least 1o thewr persons and
surroundings, there were no leaky roofs of decomposing
walts, disezse, of trodoced, was at obce scgregated
and eliminated

It 12 true that & hie of Tusury and vice 13 10 some
ways 3 iuch more capleasant thing to contemplate
than a Wife of vice in a sethng of squalor, but from the
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pant of veew of the morat and physecz] degradation of
the 1ndradual and of danget to the commumty, st 13
suggested that the * Ilope Alleys " of Lotdon and
clsewheie are mote tomble i thesr cffects tban wers
the Russian bordells of wluch T'olstoy gives ua 5o wind
a pirture



CHAPTER II
LOORING UFWARD

" AR" mus—
Dresagner anfinste '
AL! must Thow cber the wood ete Thou canst hmn
wuth gk
—Franfes Thompsik, ' The Hpuad of Heawven ™"

The desiructerm of dart, melorael gvd sperrfual—A chemacal
dnafagy—The cleanstug lawe—The prosirtete  the mest
shectuculge (gl superfical] symplem of morgl disease
ina y—A Hey relatine sig e
-Those 1n fhe ehyss—Those au ke denger rurrenis—
Reletrwe smpartance 1w effarts al reclemetaon

Hoee Awrey 15 to he destroyed  the goverming
authonty has decreed !

A benevolemt authorsty may demchsh the damp,
Tickety and dangerous dwellings, they may scatter ko
Lhe foat winds the mgramed filth of geoerations, break
down the verminons gﬂc.’k and plaster, extermnate the
lice and the fleas and the hags aod the rate aud lay
the site open to the blessed ean and ruo, they may
raise thereon 1o due course " mode! dwellmgs,” with
concrete floors and stairways and on every landing
great vennlatng grilles open to the ar, they may
even provide bathrooms asd get, when they have
done all these nepessary and cxscllent things, real
tagk of prrification 15 ol beghn

Wil the former resdents of Hope Alley return to

az
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octupy the new mode) dwellings?  Some of them may
do 30 ]F 50, a small namber of these mil find, as we
bave seen, their loogedfor and well-mented oppor-
tumity Lo meke for themszelves surtvundings wore
nearly resetnblag thew conceptum of 4 hothe The
others, retaimng thew former hatbits, will foul 1hese
medel dwelliugs as they would 1nevitably foul 3 palace
or 3 mgsty. Ther copdition wall be a lute ess
dreadful, that 13 ail, apd therr jostification for
wallorirg 2 Little less evident

And, m considenng these comditions, parhoularly
in these podern days when the tendescy 1s to throw
the blame largeiy upon laodlord and captahst, it
chould ecwet be boroe m miod that there s by zo
means always to be found for this wallowing 1n the
mive the justification of destitution A landlord here
and there doubtless fwls 1n iz duty, he should at
least mmntsm his property proof zpainst ran and
damp, but he can scarcely be Blamed for Faliag to put
mn new doors, bamsers or other fibings wgheu e
knows that they wll gquekly be disigored and
destroyed even 1f they are not broken op and wsed for
aru

One rostance, tymeal of many, occurs to the writer
as hiving the ouer 1mp d prevathing 1o
sume of the 1 holds we are o denng, the
1malility of thess people to Save moncy whep 3t comes
their way of cven te spend ot antelligently In a
family consisting of the father, mothet, one son and
four daoyhters, everyone was m employment, the
maother forsalng ber home duties to work for a fow
bours as charwottiae  The following were the normal
ap;':mmxumal: weekly carsings of Lhe vanous membars
father, £3, mother, 208., som, 255 , the four purls
together, £6  Thas there was & wtal sum of £11 58
coming 1oto the hoose every week, a sam of which
many 8 hard-working professional man wth a famyly
would be very glad 1ndeed to be gssured. How thus
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tmomey was spetit or syuandered was Dot obvous, since
there was Dot to be seem iz (bat bouse ome stick of
decent formtore aod the bouse wtaclf was filthy From
top to bottom

Poverty 15 not by any means necessanly to be looked
for 1n evety ¢asc a% tht natoral scrompaniment of the
pratme canse of squahd [ving condinons, newber docs
the figure of the neglectful of overbearing lapdlerd
loom, nearly so largefy m the foreground of the picture
3& be 13 usually pauted by popular prejodice
Poverty shoald be abated and the lapdlerd should be
forced to do has doly to bis tenants, but of we are
seckatip & cure for these ew] condibinos, we mmust
search very much deeper than either of these measures
will Lake us

Troly the brick-and-mortar slom may be removed,
but not necessanly that slough of the sparit which
engenders 1 This latter 15 1 bhod canker on the
finer perceptionis of the soul, & mobstrosity conceved
by some cbscure dowoward tit m the ndividual,
latent perhaps 1n tmany of us, bot ourtured and
matured here by falure 1o affairs, bad health, bad
lack, bad company, bard Lreatment, injustice, lomeh-
ness, monotony, despar  a]l these factors, and many
others, lead vitumately to—Hope Alley

We maﬁnpnll down the matenal slum, we may
destroy  the makenal oncleanness—and we spread
the spuritual uncleanncss, with the spread of the
wnhabutants, over the face of car oty The tendencies
may be diluted, they may even m parts be neutralized
by contact with better conditrons and cleamer desls,
bt they wall not be destrayed so long as they can find
or make fur themselves a matenal sfaugh il which to
wallow again

How to attack ths uorleanoess and inertia of the
Mind?  Would that 1t could be blogted out by the
sae process that we use to destroy the tangble Sl
which it produces  There 15 often & strong stmilarity
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between Nature's processes o duffercnt meda s
there no analogy bere? There 13 more  Lhere 33 our
answer—by the same process thal we use fo desirey
tangible flth

We stood 11 the most ooclean precncle of Hope
Alley and found there, 1n the heart of an open five,
purity self  Dhrt has been debned ay ™ matler oot
of place ', that 1z a full, sufficient avd scienufically
exget defimtion

On Ihs carth there are 3 lusted oumber of
elementa] substances, cach utterly pore i stself—
sobstances formiag 1o right cemioation clean and
wholesome  eotipounds ft 15 caly when they are
wrongly placed, 1o opposition to an wnckangug law,
that durt 15 evolved  And the most unclean mass which
1t 15 possible to concrve, reduced 1o s clements by the
cleatrsirg agecy of fre 15, after all, ooly so muach
carbon, so much hydrogen aad oxygen, mbrogen and
potassium, of whatever 1t may be, ecach released
element now as pure as 1t was 1o the beyinbing and fit
to tetombine at onoe 1 the formotwon of the most
pleasant compeund  The dung and rottenoess that we
place at the toots of the vine or the rose or the peach
tree, decomposed and transmuted by a process of
natural alchemy, reappeats unrecogpized m the bloom
ot the grape, the delicate savour of the prach or the
colour and fraprance of the flower Ihrt, then, 1
matter musplaced, and the transiormation frem dart
1o desitability, from repud Lo atirac
mmyvolves merely the re-shoflg of the atoms of a
compound, the layng smde of some elements and the
taking up of vthers

This 1% oot 3 mere digression 1nio the realms of
chettustry , st leads us to an analogy which may supply
some useful theughts  If materal dirt s matkter
misplaged, what 15 spantual dirl, or wee? It 15 surely
thought oot of place, misapphed

There ate within the seope of the buttan {nteiligence
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und emetions a himted number of elemental sdeas and
tendencres wluch are, ag are the chemacal elements,
utterly pure and good 1 bemselves  These 1deag and
tendencies are gnored gte actrwity by extermab oo
islerna) stumuly, either by conlact with the matenal
world on the eme side, or with the realms of the
essenbial spnt, the individual aod nadyiog sgo, oo the
other  They are assoaisted, comhbined, re-assorted,
inta desires or cotnpulsions by the wmdiwmidual el
geace, the respousble and ressomog =elf, and are
expreseed @s actwons theough the power of U
wifl
It 15 from the abnormal and unhealthy association of
these :deas and tendencies nlo undesirable compounds
that all spiritua) uncleanoess anses  These com-
pounds, these evil impulses and desires, are expressed
m the material plane exther as mos of commssien,
engendered by a slyer-nhundance of ome particolar
thonght-asspciabion of an undesirable quality, or
mantest as sos of omission, made possible by the
absence of some other enerpnag or balanomy clement
Thought 15 often regarded as an eotangible zod elnsive
theeg, yet wrong compounds m the realm of thoogin
appear to be even mete stable and difficulr te break
down 1nte Lhewr elements than are physical compounds
Materat flth wsoeally dusmtegrates spontanecusiy
vicious thoughts tend to flourish and grow [or a tume
like stubborn weeds 1 the numd

Newvertheless, our avalogy holds good The only
sire way to suhstitote raght thinking for wrong and
vicions Lhovghts and desires 13 to break down the
latter—in most casea this can he done by the prrdying
fre glome—and set free thar banc elehients ta
re-cenbing to form a more desirable product

Ewl thoughts, smoulderiag in the mund, growmg to
4 certatn intensity and manifesting as i1l deeds, tend
ultimately to set Lght to thewr owsn funeral pyre
Thers are titoes an Lhe fivee of maty people whae ths
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1 fame 1 Iy igmued, aoch tumes
at when, for exa:up'le an unmarmed woman first
realizes that she 13 te become a mother, or when a
yoopg giel, descovered by her parenta to e leading an
rregular ht’c, 16 disowned by them and bamshed from

?ﬂ The hfe of & man has simlat motments,
These are the
crncna] hmes whed the rescue worker should be at hand
to wateh the flatbe &3 1t consumes and resolves the
erfing thought, and after st baa dued down, to gaade
the sufferer’'s mued m the moulding of & purer
COTCEPHOD

1n swch moulding human effiort may assist, the
lchemy 13 of God

In attempuing to cure & dangerous disease it 15 well
first to dizcover how far that disease bas progressed, to
seek at the outset to learn the worst When the
pasition bas been exactly gauged it may be that those
symptoms of the patietit which are the most alarmang
from the spectacular peanl of wew will recene scant
attention Erom ke dockor o charge of the rase  He
wil concenlrate on removing the prime canses of
disorder, ‘The spectacular symploms, although dis-
tressing 1A themselves, may then lose much of thew
terror from the wery fact that they are partally
ignm'ed

those and

diseasced smcg oF the sacual system which artse out of
the prevalence of sex-uregulanty, we should attewpt
first of alt to dispese of the more senzatonal symptoma
and to relegate them to ther proper place an order of
importance, we shall thus guard ogrselves aganst
surprises and distractions, and put cursclves 1n a2
better pomtien to search for the root-causes of the
trouble we are seeking to eliminate

Undoubtediy the meost spectacular symptom of
moral disease 1o 4 commumty s the prostitate, The
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tilgle mamifests 1n many dey 5 and forts, the
mt obyvious of theae fan:gs 15‘&: wehtly streei-
walker, the avowrd and regular ** professional,” whe
rehes solely upon her trade fur het support
Apart from the professiopals there 13 2 very larpe
proportion of women eogaged 1o honest employment
whp resort occasonally Lo prostitutron as a means of
eking oot 2 meagre wage, and are thus only partally
dependent upen 1t financially  There are olbers who
mse it a5 & means of obtmming lusunes, these will
often rective payment ™in lopd ', they may Dever
walk the streels, but they ate prosiitutes nope the
less A dehnition seems (o be needed here, and
Flexoer’ gpoved us 3 wery logicsl and excellent aae
He says .

" I chall eonnider prostitetion to be charactetiaed
by three clementz varously combioed  bartet,
promiscwity, cmoticnal 1ndiffercoce The barter
need not involve the passing of wmoney, though
money 13 its usnal medium, mifts or pleasures may
be the equivalent ioducement Nor need promis-
ety be utterly chosceless, a woman 15 oot the less
a prostitute becanse she 13 maore or less exclusive
10 her assocsations  Emational indifference may be
farrly 1nferred from barter and promisemity  In
this sense any person 15 3 prostilote who habatuatly
or iotermutlently has sexpal relations ruore or less
protuiscucusly for mosiey or olher mercenary con-
mderation XNeither notoriety, arrest, nor tack of
olber occupation 1s an essential crmernion A woman
way be a prosutule dven though a0t notonous, even
though never aorested, even though simultenconaly
othermise empleyed 10 a pard occopaticn

‘Thus there cas be no doubt that the strect-walkers
COmprise a properton conly of those who must be

* Progieheirem an Enrope, p 17
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elassed as prostitutes, while prostiution o atzelf
socludes merely a comparatively smzll section of the
whole of our problem  ¥et 1l 15 by the numbers and
importomty of these women of the streets, and by this
15t alope, that the vwoinibmted will commonly judze
the motels of 8 aly or & Datoa

It 15 uput hey pactewdar mamfestaton zlaw that
eathustastre, but posaibly l.adeised reformers will
sometines direct thetr emergies, urpieg the zdeption
of measures of suppression which esually result caly
10 drving the obvious eni 1oto more covert retreata,
while teaving the vast bulk of the problem eptirely
woaff:

The prosictete 15 ao enpleasant symplom  She s
a symptem whith we should ecaroestly endeavour to
remove, but no retnedy will succeed 10 remeving ber
which dots not Rrst attack the deepscaied canses
from whick ske has evolved ' These campes are
alinost as old as Tume, and as 1dtrcate as huthan

1% Aoy cowliged roewcty wiilimmg dhe vesources amd
astrumeninlities  that every  such  soecicty has miihun
s geach, cam, of rteolly fe mmdcd, ultimotely reduce
presbifation and ks ravages [so for) direct actico
It 1w well worth dowog 1t 1=, humenly speaking, &
posgible ouderiaking, euet thongh, T tepeat, mowhore as
¥rt by poy means acormpligbed  Tet ws wob, however,
tloreave ouTRetves nte (atkengr thet such & dicect frontal
attack absolves us dJrom effort 10 otber apd different
Fnrtler depends upon alteratiew
m the consiuution of society and it component parts T
=a far an prostiivtign 14 the ooteome of ignorance, laws and
rlwee gte powerless, suly Lpowledie will sl Yo oao far
ap premtitudion 1s (be ouleome of mental or moral detect,
Jgws ond police are powerless, only the mtelligent guardean-
ship of the atate will a1 In e for as prostitution Ls the
nufeome of nataral :mFuLw dented & Jepbimele expresmen,
only 4 ratwimbzed socla) hie will veally fogestall «f  To --
T s pembtolion s doe te alobel, to illepbimacy, to
heaken homes, bo bad homes, to Jow wages, to wretched
andurtrial  eohdibont —ta apy o all of the pacticular
phenoiiena respeching "
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nature itself  For the moment we must regard the
prostitute as & superfictal indication of an ababruse
fooctirnal derangement
The prostitutes of Hope Alley, and of all cther
'* Hope Alleys,'” are 1a the Maelstrom  there 15 shill
open sky above and there is help av hand if they conld
but zee and would but ¢luteh & A large praporhioz
of them will escape 10 due conrse.' but they will first
descend very far :nto the darkness, and when they
break away, they will be sharered and scarred and
blunted by the mill
Some of them are doomed for the abyss  nothing
bot a soperhuman effort and a totally dspropar-
tionate expendeture of cnrergy condd save them—
disproportionate, oot by any abselute measore of the
vale of reclaimng effon, {ul by relatiee, mace, for
every one 1a the maclstrom, there are a hoadred, a
thousand, perbaps many thousand, others alceady
canght by, or perhaps steppeng foolishly iote, one of
those 1ns1dioas, relentless currents tkat draw 1nevitably
towatrds that same abyss A smaller effort than
weotld suffice to resttain ooe from the ultimate plonge
way tuts or stay the current for a many of these
Thetefore we most Took well mto the maclstrom
- from Lime Lo time, 10 order to keep 1o the forefront of
our tyinds @ putute of that which we are amming to

becoming  sepadive conly 8 teanslormalon  weought by
cducetion, religon, sonce, sakibien, cnlighlesed and
Terqeacheop steicemanship can effeel o cure "—Frasitutacn
m Europr, T 401

4 Prostiptes  disappenr mether than die ctlly a
nmall fsrt 1t 13 pneertain of what amee, temain prostibntes,
2 amall Mracton matry, a mech lubger ftocten reforn to
work, those whe alwk 1o the busiless wind up es the
amrvants of younger prostitutes, occguually as brothel
kuepers, o lew of them pre found as ged begs, offenop
themrelven for & copper com bebow the bridges of Berln ar
m the dark cormers of Whitechapel "—Proshiiution 42
Tutope, p 13
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remove, and alse lest any hand be held out suddenty
for help or any oty be rased, but, for the most patt,
we mist use ot avafable st o comiat the
carrents that lead up to it, to pleck out those sull
struggling agaipst the drife and to sthve to stay the
current's dnkt stself,

And, of these urtedts, some are fast and eotme are
siow and sure, some dnft openiy—surface coreats
these, wellauarked with human souls for flostp
hunys, and some dooft deep and secret, but draw thar
vicluhs aome the less  These alse must be plumbed
and chatted In the far-distant time, when every
drift that heman force cam reach os turoed or xtopr:d,
we shall find that our great maeistrom has lost hatf
yts power, or vamehed attogether—and that owr most
spectacular symptom, the prostitute, has disappeared
also, the subtle 15fluences that created and marntzined
her hamng heen nevtralized

In & later chapter an attempt will be made to give
& mame to fome of the currents that lead to the
maelstrom, t0 gauge their depth and width and
strength and relative danger, to suggest what means
miay best be croployed to sucvey them, to tura o stop
them, and to set counter<currents i motion

At this peint we wall cease to consder the lower
grade of prostitate, figuratwely described as canght
in the maelstrom, snd tarn to a practical account of
thase others in Landon who have mecently been found
m the grip of the carrent and of the attemptz which
are beikg made to bring about thewr reclamation






PART 11
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TIE YOLUNTARY IOMES

The Rescie and  Prewcwtine Homer—Tppes of  Flowes
Frcrgeney Howes, Mateswety Momes, Foug - siay
Hlomce, Shortsidy linmes, Hosiels, Flomes for plebriafc
precee  rases, Wowes jor cases of vemercal disemse,
Provealize Mewes  Riuscne o Prevendou?

Diraxe the course of a recent 1aquiry 1nte the work
of the Voluatary Rescoe aml Prevenlive Home
within the Metropolitau Aren' s latige smonat af
mformation has been obtamed conccrmng the girls
and wormen who are asmisied by these Hemes Most
of these women are already strugghng 1o the gap of
the curredts that lead te the maelstros of moral
destruction, othera are those who have been Feusmi)
stranded 10 dangerog. places and talen i mwd
sheltered npon ene of these islands of refuge vorl
much bume as they tmay have heen tramed 1o navigele
Lhe E:r:]m:s waters 1n safuly.

fatter are exther very young mitls, gurls whose
asueroundings bave been such as to lead them almest
angwitably astray, or those whe have cxhibired early
tendengies towards wronpdoung

* Undertuken by lhe Ceagral Cownctdl Jor Reseme and
Preveative Work m Londie, 117 Foradlly, Tandon, W1
A prelimibaty teport, baoed o thia Juquity, wid ectille?
Keport on the Wark of the Vefuntary Rescue gad Priventite
Hdmes 1 the Melmtalrfnn Area, 1ssued 1 December, 1293,
19 poblished by the aboyve Cenivet Cowncal

k]
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It must alwayes be remembered that the gurls and
women dealt with by these Homes, great as are theit
fumbers th London alene, represent a proportion enly
of the mass of those who are drifting within the
danger-zome  Mauy—and 1t 15 qeite imposmble to
estimate how many—gitls and women m all grades of
society, goven te iotermubtent of rohsisbent Wrong-
doing, do not rome withen the ken of the rescype
workers at sl Some are toying with the swrls and
cddies at the edge of the davgercorresis, wa some
rams they may be held hack from amy calamity by
good fortune, by thesr own saving sense, or by good
gutdance and example, but a proportion of them must
anevitably be swept nte the stream

The whole problem 1 so complicated, and the
gradatioms m characier between the avowed prostilute
on the ooe band and the merely Foolish and
1rresipons:b]t- coquette, who mey oF may oot ulhmetely
develop 1t an actual or wirtual prostitute on the
other, are sn imperceplible Lhat it 1= ly an
uiter yypesnbility Lo obtaw Facts which will pave yg
an)uthm%‘ P hing an o% those
withtn the danger-zone  We canngl even define the
Lmets of the danper-zone itself 1t vanes with each
mmdividual  The issues which would be ovelved by
an attempt to snalyse all dangerons tendencies of
character ate 20 wide that we shall be compelled Liere
to confine our observations withia certmn well-defined
lupits  We shall consider, therefore, only those whe,
whether through therr own fault, thewr sgmotance, or
through the fanlt of others—usnally, but met mwvan-
ably, mea—are foend to be 1n immument danger and
nmable to recover themselves unaided  The  vast
majonty of the gorls and women found st the
Voluntary Rescue and Preveotive ITomes come within
this wategory

“T'hete are at present wothin the Metropolitan Area,
1¢, the Metropohtan Polier Distoct and the City of




THE VOLUNTARY HOMES a7

Losdon, 15: Resoue and Preventive Homes' of 1he
partcnlar types we ate considenng  These vardy a5
widely m sope atid character as do \be mdividuals
with whom they ate designed o deal
Thewr work fauges from the somewhat mechanceal
and impersonal functions of great Emergency Shelters
and Common Lodging Houses on the one hand ta the
close personal case and swpervision of the Long-stay
Freventive and Rescue institobions oo the other  Tn
the former, cheap food and shelter 15 offered mght by
gt to all and sundry, and litle opportumty for the
exercise of any meral ioflacnce 15 here available A
girl may stay at one of these Shelters fov a single
mght and never return again, or she may hite a bed
nghtly for years oo end  In any case she has her
whole day free for ber own devices and merely sleeps,
and somctimes breaklasts, at the Shelter " In the
latter the garls are all of one general type—ihose an
need of meral support—und they ate shellered within
the washitution For periods varymg from ane o theee
years  They are helped and trpped—efectively or
atherwyse, according to the vaneus metheds “and
1 5 of the ad rators of each H +
the cod that they may be equipped te govern ther
own hves
Ta type the Homes arve found to vary from shabby,
tilapdated and meanly egmpped eight- or ten.roomed
hauses 1o the poorer guarters of central or east Tendon
to large and luxutiusly sppmnted mapsions n the
remdential suhurbs, with acres of private gatdens and
ds, and every ad that ample funds can
promde  All—large or swall, mean or prepossessing
' It should he tomembered thet the mumbers and the
Attrnties of the Homes e always leble éo rapud vatiatiop,
changes anll undeubtedly oocur ever wlhife this boak 15
ettt [peto-daie 1oformation can slways be obtaned

by e ssterested m smgmcy Bt the officrs of the
Ceatral Cownerd for Resene and  Prevestive Work in
Londow, 113 Paceadiliy, W1
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—are Y impulse
are admmlslﬂ:d by ihose who bave heurd the call to
humzan belp aad setvice for the benefit of those athers
whose need for belp and gmdanee 18 yrear jodeed
Although the admmstrabion may not 1o every case
attmin the ghest possible efficiency, although the
methods spplied may 10 some cases e antquated or
ptherwise open to eriticism, the angle of wiewr a litle
warped, or 1he tehguous zeal here and there somewhat
ov:rq‘blruded. both tlle good. achieved and the ewl
A are alke

Tof vety few indeed of thes insbitotions can it be
truly smud that thewr closate wonld involve oo loss to
the commumty

4. 4

‘Tvees oF HoMES

The Volontary Homes may be divnded, acrording o
the matere of thewr work, inte sight man types o
classes, some combtmmg the junctions of mare than
ong class  There are .

Emetgency Homes fentire or parhal)
Matermty Homes (of three kaads)
Long-stay Homes

Short-stay Homes

Hoslels

Homex for [nebriate Rescue cases
Homes for cases of Venercal Thecase
Prevetibive Homes

T e pooe w0 =

1 The true Ei cy Homes, already referred
to, are iptended chu:s for the temporary shelter of
homeless women and grls  Perhaps thewr chief

L Wath the exception of ome or two purely medica)
omee
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distngusshing fewfure 15 that they are avamlable, 2s
long % 4 hed remans vacant, to admut at a moment's
notice any well-eondueted applicant wathost refercoce
ot any formalgy whatever A small charge, varyimg
from fivepence to coc and twopence per mght 16
usually, but pet mvanably, mede for & bed, while
suppet or breakfast of both may either be gaven free
or suppiwed at & nomunal price

One of the latgest of the Emergeacy Homes has an
accommodation of 231 beds, and affords over 38,000
separate night’s lodgimg per ansum  The beds o
these Homes are uzuelly arranged 1n gevers]l large
dvesntories  The foors of the rooms arc scrubbed
daly, and are scrupulensly clean  The hed coverings
are as clean ag 1t 3 possible lo mwantan them under
the cureumsiances

There 15 11 the East End onc Shelter, with a record
of uscfulness datwog back to the year 158, where the
old-fashioned wooden *' coffin ' beds, with legther
wattresses and sheep-skin coverings are sull in use
This 15 3 refope for the very poorest clasees, the
vonditions here are decidedly rough but esvnently
surted Lo the Joval need  Tlus Shelter 15 opeaed from
Wovember 150 t0 Aptil joth and, although s docrs
arte not uobarted wotil four-thirty n the afternoon, ot
1 usually completely flled by Gwe o'clock  Ths
houge, althowplt the eccommodation w3 pot largs, meets
a very pressing need and, o eddibion to proveding Free
shelter and foed Lo bath wen and women, cavries oot a
most pseful work 1n finding cmpleyment for applicants
where pesable, and alse i supplying the peedy
with clothes and beots sent in for distrmbution by
sympathizers who know how batter 13 the need for such
2ifts danng the winter weather

Mest of the larger Emergency Shelters are throws
open during the late afterocon of eatly evemng and
cleared apain st about eight-thirty of mne oclock 1a
the moreig  Setne allow appheants to lodge only for
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a tertan number of conscrutive mghts, others have
oo resirictions of this kind

‘There 13 alse 3 numbet of smaller Emergency
Recevnznp Homes, maintained by certain agenoics,
where girls and womien are lodged for a few days
pending mquury wabe their eeds

COwng to the mapdly changing population at the
great Emergeacy Shelters it 19 obvipusly et possible
fer any wvery ph 1 to be ol d
regarding lie personal histores of the garls and
women who hire beds therein  They are made yse
of by women of very vanious types and of all ages
There come here respectable grls, tewporanly o

A ar Ts owlig to ployment,

girls carming very small wapes, sellers of matches,
strest-sivpers—strvct-walkers It may be remarked
1 passing Lthat it 13 ot an ankoewn occurrence For
coe of the datter whe has been refused admission 1o a
Shelter owing to inallity to pay the cktarge to retnro
wnd coter ater, baving been more suceessful 1o plymg
her trade This appears as a cunously svemalous
state of thiogs 10 & Shelter admamstered by a rehgous
orgamization  Ir 15 difficult, however, to $e¢ how 1t
conld be avorded, since where a charge for admission
15 made, the rule must obvionsly be adbered to, while,
20 lomg 28 the price of admisson be tendered, it may
not be refused, even if i be also the prace of shame

Some of the women, notably of the street-trading
type, are regular babitofes, making the Emergency
Bhelters thewr humes and returmmg there wghily
somebimes for yeara on end  Tor ting reason those
Emmenc¥ Shellers, six 1 aomber, which are
Common Lodging Honses, licensed by the Londen
County Councrl, are not to be consilered as wvery
wtimately rovelved eath our problem  They are
wellcondicted and orderly wmskutions to which a
stranded or reclmmed grl or woman may be semt
m an emetyency, but frem wihich she should be
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trausferred to a more swtable place at the earliest
spportumty  Thie also applies to the smallec
recenving Hlomes of the vanows agences

In adiion to the Homes whose raison d"étre and
sole funchon 1s the temporary shelter of bomeless
womea, almost one-quarter of e Homes of all types
im Leodon geserve a small properton of ther
accoinmodation 10 meet cases of urgent peed  These
thus beeome 1a part speciabzed Emergency Ilames
upen lines according wath the nature of therr pomary
fonchions, seme wooepl wb shorl wolice emergency
maternity cases, women stranded with babwes or older
cluldren, women ifected with yeneresl disease, or
wiher special cages

In spite of the activities of the Jarge Sheliers and
the supplementaty emergency work catred oot by
other Homes, the provision of Ung kind in London 15
still far from adequate and rather Joosely orgazized,
much delay, discomfort and anxiety to applicants
wonld eadoobtedly be avorded 1f more accommodation
could be made avalsble, or cven if the present
acromtnodation could, by the coordmation of effort,
bt more eMectively utilized

2 Malermty Homes

The Matetmity Ilomes are divisible 1nte three
distinet tyfws

{a] Thirty-four Homes recening unmarned motkers
for a period before ot after confinement, or both,
the confinement talung place away brom the

Home
¥ ‘Twenty-twe Homes admetting wemen with their
tnes after confinemest coly
[¢) Ten Homes accommodating  matermity cases
before, during avnd afler comfinement, the
cenfincment taking place a1 the Home
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At the Homes of the first type uomarried motbers
are tecerved several weeks before confinement and stay
at the Home for a corresponding period afterwards
It such Homes of the best type the miluence of
the responmble matron of super dent 15 directed
towards bringiog the gitl to realze the serious nature
of the responsibality in which she has iovolved herself,
and at the same tute malong her sec that, although
she way have rommtted a rash and foolish act and
sometimes 4 snful one, she has mot necessanly
condemned herself utterly and eternally  The Tatter
attitnde of mind prevalled and Aourished 1 the
' pemitentiary " Lype of Rescue Home nol very man
years ago, happily 1t 15 tow very seldom encounte
The keynote of the best Matermty Homes lo-day 12
£ober resy Btlily combimed wuh hopeful am
pracucal help for a bopbter fulere, the sordid and
vulgar aspects an often assoctated with the stheation 1n
1gnorant mads are suppressed, while the beautiful and
creative natute of the privilege of motherhood 15
empliasized

Many of the mtls received at  these Homes,

articylacly those of a non-vicious pature, who Bave

en helraved through title or no fault of ther owa,
whether under promse of warriage or otherwise,
arTive 1 & very critwal merveos or mentgl condition
They are ntensely depressed and upset, sometities
bystermoal, or even smadal, saying and beleyving that
Lte holds no Eurther jov for them Some of them are
Iittle more that cluldfen, occasionally mothers aged
fiftern years, or even less, have to be deslt wuh

At one Home 1t bas beeo deemed pecessary to fix
a stiong net across the well of the statrcase on the
first floor in order to remove the {empation to sclf-
destruchion which mght be offered by an unprotected
CpEOINg . ah otmatns discovery this, Enpgestive of the
potency of the hfe-forces with which we have to deal

A highly disturbed state of mund 15 obvaonsly most
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iommical to prospects of healthy methethood, sad it 18
ooe of the chuef cotierns of the matton to boing abeut
a more composed mental attitude among those who
feel thor position very keenly.

On the otber hand, there 15'a proportion who appear
to regard therr phght far too casusbly and ta take
everything that 15 done for them too much as a matter
of conrse  These are often found amoug those wotmen
who bave already had one or twa Jlegibate children,
grls who are by nature devord of any semsa of
responsituinty, or who have adapted for themaclves, or
cotie upduly under the mivemce of, a low moral
standard gch fsls oeed & differemt treatment,
a fBrmer and less sympathetic altilude, moretver, s
guard must be set lest ey unpart thew wesponmble
potlock to olbers  Lor this reason some Matermty
Homes nfowus!y exchude all * second-fall*" and
" thard-fall ** cases

Iu will be realzed cven From the above, which gives
anly the mast skeleton onthne of the facts, that the
pomtien of the matron at a Matermity Home 13 not
an casy ooe to fil soccessfully part from the
wery spenial knowledge and expencnce wlich are
required, & very strong charactet, sath 2 sympathenc
and nfimtely  pauent and understanding  wature,
are absolutely necessary 1o success—the kind of
persopnlity, in fact, which ipevitally draws con-
fidences, unsought but freely given  The matron
of a Dofatermty Home 13 never off duty  She s
constantly 1o touch, not only with the puls hvang at
the Home, their parents and relatons, syarpathetic
or adamant, ther lovera, repentant and helpful,
cagpal, ustrustworthy, or actively hosole, but with
manx others also who havr already passed through
her hands  Her doties are eodless , the werk she does
15 hmited oniy by het personal etergy and endurancs
Hhe has also not seldom to strugple apainst additronal
end umpeskssary difficulties in the shale of meagre
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Funds, deficlent equug amd ushappily,
#tnstakes and lack of understanding of the work and
apprectation of her cfforts on the patd of those—of her
Committee or cthers—set 10 anthoraty over her.

1t 15 po cxaggerabion whatever Lo state that the
maoral and spntnal success of a BMatermty Home i3
far more depetident wpon the character of the matron
and the members of her staff mast closely 1n touch
with the mrls than ufpma abundance of funds, ametities
of equipmenl, comfbort, or aoy other crecomstance
whatever

It 15 also hapmly possible tn atate that the results
acheved by the soxty-mx Matermity Homes of all
Lkinds m don go'to prove that, with very few
excephions—ionr at most—the nght wotten have hesn
chesen to fill these wery dufirult posts  These
remarks apply perhaps more parbeulatly to those at
the head of the Matermty Homes, of whatever I{Pe.
bud they are truee wlso, wo greater or less de; , of all
the Voluotary Rescrue and FPreveative Homes 1in
Landen

At those Matermity Homes which receive only girls
afler confinement the problem s a lutle different un
degree, but oot (145 essential nalure, from that at
the ' before-and-after ™' Homes  Garls usuvally come
to the former Homes with their tabies a shart ume
after the baby 15 born They may have bad therr
confinement at a Matermty Hospital, at the house of
a friend, or at thetr ewe home  Someumes the gul
may not have been properly prepared mentally for the
event which has overtaken her, she may exhibat either
an gver-sensitive and depressed or over<confidenl and
casual frame of mind, her attitude towsrds the child
may be right or wrong  All such 1tequalibies need te
be smoathed out—without haste and without pressure,
witbout harshoess and wthout maduc lemency—by
ﬁ la:tﬂful and persevering efiorts of the matroe and

3t
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Agan, al those Marernuy Homes where the

ﬁﬁeut takes place 2t the Home, the work 15 both
more ¢asy and more difficelt camer because the gl
remams withm the nfluence of the Home for an
umnterropted, end nsually losger, period , also because
her confinement 1o most cases brings about a serious
apd receptive frame of mind combined with a sense of
gratitude for all that 15 bemg done Tor her and 2 wish
1o show her apg by it s
mare dufficult oo account of the far greater amount of
work entarled and Lthe special nature of gome af that
werk, the greater wigl the speesal
reqn!red the “ hespieal standard " of cleanlimess
demanded, the oxtra expense 1nvolved and the diligent
care called for by the presenve of 3 number of very
yonog and delwate babies—many prematurely born—
of mothers who need to be taught the very alphabet
of mursery duties

It s oot an oocotomon thing to hear petsons who
kaow nothing of the work of these Homes ask

" What 15 the wse of the Homes?  Why do they
need to keep the mrls for roonths ob end?  And
what can they do that the Maternity Hospatals amd
Infirmaries cannot do”

Buch blupdertag critictsm certainly appears at first
might to e scarcely worthy of potice, but it 13 wide-
spread encugh to call for an efective gmswer It
anses partly from 2 perhaps natural ignorance of the
wagminde of the problem of the namearmed mather
and of the work of the modern Humes It is parlly
also a relic of the davs when public opimon 10 these
matters wag far more hypocriteal than it s to-day,
when the aimosphere of the Homes themselves was
very d:ﬂ'zrent nnd the pritmary st of many af lhgm
wag the of the
ungedly at a time when the sald ungedly were placed
m such an gnafortunate position that they were ferced
to render hpservice at least to the preachings of
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conversion for the sake of the comparatively meagre
mgtenjal belp and protection which mght go with
such preachings

The best teply to mch critieism wonld be to take
the cntic to visit & modern Matermty Home  The
next best would possibly be to pent out that the
ushfication for the existenoe of the Materasty Rearue
Tomes lies o the following  fArstly, that while they
bave accommodation, they endeavour, ether by ther
owe efforts or wmith the wd of certan specialized
orgamzations, 1o make thewr faglnies known to all who
may be m teed of the help that they can give,
scoondly, that, to ao unfortupate gerl, lost awd
bewildered by the worst Lrooble that an unmarred
girl can be called npon to face, not scldom evicted and
disowned by her parents, deserted by ber lover,
peamless and destracted to the verge of self-destraction,
they com held out things of priceless immediate
worth, for the body—food and shelter from the
storm, for the mund—lght i the darkness, byman
sympathy, and the npe understanding which can
fuess maore than half the story before b 1s related,
Lnows, and fills 1o the slences with sore koowledge,
anhapates and mimmizes the worst fears and diffi-
culbiez ete they are expressed, and—most pniceless
gL of all—for the soul—a testored bope 10 the foture,
a gwing agmn of the vamshed comrage and self-
respect Ttma muracle of molkermg—a miracle
which sheold properly be performed by the girl's awn
kith and lim of they had the needful wnderstandimg
4nd sympathy - unfortopately the latter are found
many cases to be so godly and respectable it thet own
estimation that they dare not sonl their inmottal souls

associating, in hee hour of greatest afiction, with
thew erting datighter—uwho, as often as #0t, has erred
throngh thewr fault ar deficiency as much as through
BT oW

These facts alone would surely snifice to justify, if
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justification be seeded, but let us make the case
romplete  After thiz ymmediate and most practical
help, ever ready at the Homes, thers follows day by
day a gradoal bulding-up of meral Gbre as well as of
the phymical tesourves, a steeling of the courage to
face the dreaded ordeal of a first and legmate barth,
with all its inewlable assncatwons of regret am
shame, more than this, there 13 grven also & sane
wnterpretation of the best code of conduct, desgued
for fulare use, bringang with 1t a realization on the
patl of the unfortunate of the need for self-control
atd the inhibition of wrong or Joose tendennies 1n the
fetore  fooes a dual correlation of the principles
of relion—be the denomination what 1t may, so it
he broad eapogh and human enough—to the facts of
daily Lfe character boolding

Tollows the sometime dreaded crioal event steelf
and, after the event, more care and nstroction and
soutd counsel, more character bulding  When at
last the titne arrives for the young mother to leave the
shelter of the Home und o face the world agmin—an
longer alone, and wet more handicapped 1o every
material way than if she were alope—ilie pemus of the
Home te still at bet elbew  Enployment 15 found for
her, and arrungements made for the care of ber haby
during the hiars she 13 4t work  Fioally—but there 15
we finalsty, for 1t 15 alwarys open Lo her to visn the Home
when she wills—szhe may ask advice, recive temporary
help or shelter while clanging ber situation , she may
write or call at any lume and be sare of a sympathetic
answer or welcome  The house, in Fact, has ceased to
aprm— to her as a Home, it haz become a home

t may be okjerted Lhat this 12 too highlycoleared
& Ppicture, that the gverage Kescue Home falls far
short of this wdeal 10 13 true, of course, that nat
every Home teaches the highest standard, it 3=
equally ttte that no mere verba) deseriplion can hope
to dojustice fo some of the work which 15 dowe m
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Ilomes such as these Vet 1f it be granted that ooe
Hotze alone out of the smxty-s1x Maternity Homes does
soch work a8 we have mdicated—and the propatiten 15
vastly higher tham this—surely it werc waorth while
mattuniag Mxty.mx, or six hundred and sy,
partia]l successes im the hope that, by a ha
combination of the best Jactors, ome wmght thos
spleadidly excel

In actnal fart many & matron of seperintendent
could show series afker series of letlers of spentancous
gratitude from former chacges, lellers sech as would
alt onre qualify the Home for iclusion i the highest
class

Such, tken, 15 8 Eamntly-traced cutline mercly of the
good which 12 eflected by the Maternwy Resoue Homes
—the best pictire we cae preduce withont the clear-rut
deawang of facts and fignres and case-papers It
shonid give the most stubborn and prejndiced onhe
prust to thiok and 1oqure  And yet sur case 15 oot
qurte complete, there arc twa aspects of the matter
We have treated of the good that 15 done, what of the
ewil that 15 avosded ?

We will pot des] with gepcrabties here  Let wn
take just goc human story—a single bappenimg,
contrasting what was with what shogld hawe been
In Piccadilly there 1a, and has been for Rome yeats, a
national orgamization which specializes 1n dealing
with oomarnied mothers and their chuldren ' This
orgamzabion 15 1 close touch with Moternmity Rescue
Honies  throughont the eountry Here  vsluahle
advice rar be obtained Many and various are the
problems preseoted te the Seerelary, or ber con-
fidential , many a bristlrng wth
difficulties is taken tito capable hands and successfully
smaothed out  If, here and there, 1n a partcvlarly

' The Notionol Cewncil for the Unmorned Mother oud
Ner Cheid, Carnegne Howse, 1i7 Procedally, Lomdden, Wy
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Aufcult case, a satisfactory solution i3 not achieved, 1t
15 owing either to the character of the applicant herself
or to the fact that at present no machinery exists for
dealmg with tHe particnlar crcumstances  of such
rases more will be sawd anon  Here then, m
Prccadilly, 1 the year 121, was a spenal organwation
with an open door, an agency able and willing te help
any @1l 1 her tronble, to grotect her interests and
muipimze her dangers

Mot half a mile from Hins buding, also w the year
1921, 10 & servant's roots 1t 3 Mayfair house, a i,
untended and alove, gave buth to az llegitimate chald
which atraightway died wnder susmoons orcum-
elances  She bad kept her conditwm secret even to
the ultimate hour, presumably wm o the hape of
concealing it altogether  She was scot W0 pnson and
arraigeed an the capital charge A Poliee Surgeon
1n giving evidence saxd that ber sufferings must have
been awfol and prolonged  This physecal agooy
follewed on long moutha of aoxious suppression of
ker secret and intense dread of the coming event
Deeserted by ber lover, she shrank from confiding in
anyote  Hapmly she was arqmtted on the grounds
that, 1F guilty, she was net responsible For her actions
when she committed the crime

Tt reg httle ta laze the terrible
nature of this ewl thing which bappened four years
apo—almest within 8 stose’s thtow of a central
orgamzatiop for the Materrty Homes m the country—
ta a mrl who did not koow that she was wnthin easy
reach of adwece and hetp  This wat an ewil whach the
Matertuty Homes, thraugh no fanit of thet own, farled
to prevent It eught oot (o Have been possitle 1moa
emlized community, but—a sitmlar thing might
bappen again i Lendon to-tortow

Tf there wers no Homes thete woold be no such
Erachical advice and help available, no accamulated
experience stored in s ccatral organizaton  Cone
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versely, the more Homes thers are, up to the haut of
the need, the better organtzed and co-ardinated they
are and the more wedespread the knowledge of
their wetrvities, the less probable dees it become
that such a tragedy of igmorance could ever happet

o
st What 15 the nse of the Homes? ™ ;

Surcly this onc happemng 15 8 Jostfication,
sufficient im wtself, For thew sxistence, and the
sirangest possible argument for their sopport and
development

A wery great deal maght be written of these
Matermty Homes ‘The ahove 15 merely a shork and
incemplete descoption of their special charsstenstics
Oeher facts, applicable to these Homes as well as ta
others, will appear when we comne Lo consider the work
of the Hemeq a5 2 whele under more geaeral headings

3 Loag-stay Homes

Next for congideration are the Long-siay Heomes
There are mcluded 1n thia Aefimtion those mabtutions
where mrls and women reesde for comsccntive penods
of gpe vear or Jotger  They nombar thirty-five, amd
they fall mto twe classes — Twenty-one are porely
I'reventive Homes, accepting ooly  mnocent, and
ususlly young, girls, the rermunder deal with resue
cagen, and among these are numbered Lhree of the
Matermty Ilomes slready consudered, one Iloste], ane
Inebriate Home and four Homes dealing wilh cases
of vencrcal diseane

The Long-stay Homes within the Arca are, as
mmight be expesiled, mamly situsted oo the cutskerts of
Landon or almost 1o the country stsclf  The pature
of thewr work dues not demand, as n the case of some
Huomes of other types, that ther shoeld be so easity
accessihle 1o the mote populots distorcts, nor 13 thiz
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desizable  Most of them are found to be Jarge bonses
—one bas d for two h d and twenty
@rls—with extensive, and often very  Beautiful,
gronuds A large proportion of these Homes are
founded and mantatoed by teligwons Orders and
admimetered by & Mother Superior and a Sisterhood
‘There 15 1 all such saa almosfhﬁe of  peace
and repose, @ eense of remoteness from the eutode
wotld comparaiile onfy to that whieh must eose 10
o {ooyvent

Indeed some of them are verstable coavents The
repaseful atmosphers ond the azsociabon with the
quiet-spoken Histers must seem hke an expencoce af
another world te a young gurl drawn from setdid
and wodesirable surreundings, It will be joyfully
weleotned as a Laven of rest, of tesented as manotony
unendurable, according to judwilual temperament,
the saving clanse 15 that most of the gurls, when they
enter, are vory young, and therefore adaptable

‘Thes sheltered atmeosphere, with ats subdued balf-
light an ltfe 12 wodoubtedly emmently suatted to
mediation and prayer pnd the culbvalien of the
s[ntitnal faculhes but, as will be suggested agam later,
it would seem doubtful whether 1t can always provide
that equipment of moral stamina and character which
should be the chief gsset of a gir] who 18 destieed
shortly to take mp her Lfe once maore 1o the gutside
world

As to the good rutenlions sad the high aspirations
of those who administer these convetit Homes there
ranngl be the amallest douht  The Susters devobe
therr whole lives utterly and unreservedly 1o the
work and often diaw to a considerable extent upom
theirr own houted means also m ooder to provide
berter condrtions or to gtve more hapmness to ther
charges,

1o many (ases 1t was found dul-in? the 1wnguiry that
these responsible far the vonduct of these Long-stay
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Homes teahze the doshtful adwissbibty of wmzuring
ther youthfol charges, many of whom are totalk
1gnotant of the facts of Lfe, 1m such sheltered
sarroundiags for a Tengthy period and then sendimg
them odb to fend for themselves withoot suitable
preparation and, 1o some cases, without haveng given
them sufficient warmng regarding the dangers they
are likely to encpunter 'I%:Il: Mother Sopenocs are,
en the w{wle, very ready to weloome any suggestions
for lessemng this danger, and if agy wompeient
adwa y for the whole problem should 1m due
coarse become recogmized, thete can be no doubt that
snch & body ceuld effect a very great deal of mseful
n]ork by the exercise of 1ts 1ofluence g this direction
alont

4 Short-siay Homes

‘The Homes classed as Short-stay Homes, at which
the girls and womes remee for pertods less then one
vear, but usually more than o few days, oumber
thirty-two  The Maternity Homes, which wounld
almest all fall within this category, ave excluded from
this total, mince they have already been classed
scparately  The thurty-twe Short-stzy Homes are
chicfly those which do not readily fall wathin any
other speoalized class  Ther function lies halfoway
between that of the Emergency Shelters and that of
the Long-stay Homes, but does not wvery closely
resemble erther They are chiefly Rescue Homes,
1¢, they deal with gitls who ate already goven to
wrongdeing  five of them, however, arc et apart for
PreventIve cases

Their putpose 13 laTgely to act as a halting-place
for thase pirls and women who have chosen the wrong
path—an a backwater whither Lhey may torn from the
dangerons currents, wheremn they may rest awhile and
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recotisider amd gain strength to battle against the
stream when they once more adventure forth alote

The task of the matrons of these Homes 15 oo
sioecure It 13 thers to help the gir] of unstable
charecter to choose for h:ns:lfp'bclween the easy and
saperficially-attrachive hie of wrongdomg and the
barder sad less brightly illuminated way of bopest
work They do oot succeed im every case, Anoe
gurcess 1o every case lies not within the bounds
human codeavonr  But they never rehnguish hope,
ang mary a gl returns agmn sad agam o s Home
after successive Japses, ootil at last she stasds upon
firmer grovnd  ILas s pant of honour alss ameng
the matrons that employment shall be found for every
gitl who needs 3t and 1z sunted for it whey she leaves
the Home, and the suecess which they achieve 1n
nearly every case g thin difficolt matter of placng
the @rls 15 more than surprisog

5 Hostels

There are wthin the Ared Efteen Homes, meluding
Lhe Comion Lodpiog Houses alteady destmbed,
where hostel accommedation 15 avaslable for variog
penods  ‘This meang that the gtls are able to Live at
the mstitutions, ather free or ol a very low mate, and
theace go ont (o darly work A Home of this lund
nupfl:es a very great meed o the case of those gitls,
lately reclaimed from ap wregular mode of Iife, who
are not yet carming sofiment wages to maintam
1 lves :n Iodgings or at a boarding-hou

If they are mot able to make use of some such
accommodaben they ate contimually hovering on the
brink of calamity, ecxposed to the temptabion o
supplement therr weagre earuimgs by casy but
legtimate means  In the smaller Homes of this
type the girls and women paturally come noder
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the darect anfluence of \he matron, whereas, at the
larger Comimon Lodgmg Houses, any gurvnillance
18 difficult 1f net impogmble  Many Hostels act alss
as Emergency Shelters, acocpting at short notiee
urgent gasces, cven if they permat them to remam only
for a few days

Sperial Haostels fot the accomsodation of anmartied
moihers and bahwes, or for cazes of vencresl discase
lave their own perticuler part 1w the scheme, and
1beir work will be conssdered 1o another place

& Inebriate Homes

A certain, not very large, proportion of the pirle
apd women 1a London who are jn meed of maral
reclamation are alss vietims of the domk or drog
habies  To meet the special necde of these thene are
five Homes which concentrate upon such cases  The
totel accommodation of this kind sithin the Atrs 15
not wvety latge, two of the five Hotoes take a
proportion of ordinary mebrales m oaddibon to those
who are also rescue cases  Most excellent wotk 1
done a0 these apstunlions and the trodble & attucked
upon the most modcrn and eabightened Lines  ‘This
question, howcver, forms a wvery small part of our
whole problem and does not call for particular attention
here

7 Homics dealmg with Venercel Disease

The problems ansing cut of venereal wnfection are
exiensive and diverse, and considerable attentiom must
be given to Vlus subgect, both bere 30d 1 3 later
chapter A3 regards the accommedation available for
anch eases, there are altogether twenty-fonr Homes
which make some special prowmon for girls and
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wowen suffeniog from venereal discase, serenteen of
these—mcluding one Home for children only—are
entirely devoted 1o bz work The Homes, with
cerlan notable exceptions, do oot thetiselves provide
vety much 1 the way of actua! medieal treatment for
these diseases  Therr uscfulnesa chiefly Les 1o the
fact that they ave open to admu and care jor
supposedly wom-infect:ous, or not vety scnous, cases
whielt coeld not be admetied inte other Homes, and
that they aleo arrange for the regular medical
supervision and, if oecessary, treetment of such cases
at & convemient chme

A pumber gpocialize 10 materaity cases pffected with
venereal disease, same perpit a long stay at the Home,
while one affords hestel sccommodation for those who
arg 10 & sop-nfecttoua condetion and able to go aut to
dauly watk

In addmion to the veluntary awcommodation of this
find there 16 alse the large Women's Hospual for
Veneraal Insease at Sheffeld Htreot, which 15 mmit-
taned by the Metropoliten Asylims' Board, and 15
open to recerve among others the more serious cases
cnconatered by the Rescae Homes

The prebletn of the dizposal and treatment of
wotpen 8ad gizls afficted enth veoereal diseace 15 a
wvery duiimil oo Separate actommedation of each
type appeara to be a necesmity, mmce it 33 chuviously
highly undeswable that thess cases should be housed
with others who arc free from the disesse  There
have cxusted a very few Homes where sogh a mmghog
of mfected and son-infected was pertetted, and at
least one of these sull remarms It will probahly
be agteed, bowewer, that, cven althougl the mest
stfipgent  samtary  precaoiions—such  as  separale
dormutores, dishioct efockery, haen and cutlery, ste
—be adopted, rombimed with scropolous cleamlimess,
the risk remaining 18 too great to be allpwed wiile
other solutions can be found  The lzast relaxation of

SALAGE Junilon  ACYA
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the necessary precautiong 1a hable to magnify the
danger a hondredfald

The wnoter 1# aware Lhat 1t 13 casly poesble to
over-emphanze the risk of syphuiihc wiechon which
the wormally bealihy person muos m usimg coowkery,
gtc, which has bren used previously by an infected

reon and imperfecey cleansed The chawces are,
g:p'plly, small, and certain defimle comditions muast
obtamn’ before 1nfection can thus be transmted
this were not o there wonld, 1n view of the prevalence
of the disease, bo great nsk o taking a meal at a
coffee.stall, at any of the more popular tea-shops and
restaurants—where some of the staff and clents are
almost certain to be wniected—or mdeed, if the whole
truth werr kesown, at many of the more pretentions
establishments also

The casval risk 15 atmost neghgible, but, on the
other hand, there 13 a conerderable difference between
the caswal nisk, which may be enconntered almost
atiywhere, and the constent danger to which those
may be exposed who live contibuoasly under the same
roof and 10 close assocation with syphilitic persons
The chances are consdersbly ncreased, and an
medent which occurred during the war may be cned
to illustrate this

f the many ladwes whe volunteered for work im

canteens some wele emploped to wash up crockery m
a particular camp where the pertenlage of venercal
digease ameong the men was suspected to be very hgh
After a time certan of these helpers developed sores
oo their hands which they attributed merely to the
ehiect of the unaoccvstomed work  Fortunately these
were teticed by chanee by an tmspectimp official who
strongly urged a medacal examination %be dugooss
Frmd it infection contracted from the hand-
ing of yofected articles  The trouble was dealt wath
m good tiwe end prompt trestment efected a cure
The 13 a0 ssolated case which probably bas many
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parallels It goes o prove thar the daoger of 1nfection
18 no meanz neghgable mn conditions where a
nomber of mfected persons are congregated It 18
thercfore suggested that na Home should be encouraped
to reccrve bealthy wotoen snd those suffermg from
venerral dseases under the same roof

There 15, on the vutskins of Lemdom, @ Home which
15 dang a qmte umgue work smonygst a very pihiful
class—the very young chuldren who, throngh oo fanlt of
their own, have becotie stifecked with voe or other of
these terrible dwseases  This Ilome 15 sustably placed
amidst covntry-hike surreundings, splendidly equipped
for the very difficylt work and admimistered by o ughly
skalied smé" Cases of syphilas aod gonorrhoea between
tie ages of three and fourteen are accepted

Mort of the children recewved here come {rom
var:ous hospieals, and a large proportion of them are
cases which the hosptals Dase been uusbic to treat
successfully  The Home accommodates tweniy-sever
children and, m spate of the policy recently adopted of
excludmmy very serus, chrooe or copperds] cases,
and of dischargng all ass a5 so0n as they are
Judged to be mon-itbectious, thete 15 always a warting-
List for admusswon

Tt 15 a fact werthy of nole, patticnlarly by those
who are disposed to question the ubility of the
Veloptary Heomes, that in Leoden alone the enhire
work of one Home 13 devoted to the care of these poung
«hildren, many of whom bave been desperately
wranged and handicapped For life by 2 dangerons and
terrble malady, that, even s, the arcommedation for
koown cases of this kind 1z ipsufficient, while the
wumber of undiscovered and meglected cases 15 an
unkoown quantity  Surely here there s work cryng
to be done
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B Prevewtive Homers

Thicty-s1x nf the Voluntary Homes are reserved for
Preventive cascs nn]ir, that 1a ko say that they do oot
admut zny gl who has been convicied, or 12 suspeeted
of, wrongdoing At the mal;rll.y of these Homes the
girls stay fot long pertods  The conditions prevailing
have already been outlioed under the descrption of
the Long-stay Homes There are a few Preventive
Hemes, including one Hostel, where a comparatively
short stay enly 13 wsual  Girls and womea admatted
1ato the latter are generally those who are not so much
1 need of presestive traming and character building
as of ¥ matenal 3 b2
work 1o such cases cotsists largely 1a the offering of
safe harbourage and temporary belp and adviee to mrls
m finanea] or other duieulties whe muight sthermse
wander 1ote dang surrcandimg had

Tt 15 an apcieat maxum that ¥ prevention 15 better
than cure," and 1t 15 probable that, of it wete not for
the work dooe 1o the large and small Prevenhwve
Homes 1n Loadon, the nomber of the Rescus Homes
would need to be wery consderably greater to cope
wiik the magmiude of the ewl

Prevention 1ndecd—as regards both esxes—should
be the very foundation of all effort to combat thus
soctal evi], the preat and preseat difficalty 12 that there
19 ao much urgest rescue work cootinkally clameunng
to be dene that, whele workers arc catled wpon to meet
these cmergenaies of the hour and the day, there
remams to them very httle bme or energy to take
thoonght for the i1lls of the futore apd wery scamy
funds also for the mstemalzation of plana for the
arcumvention of threatenmg enls

It 15 a5 af one should ettempt with limited respnroes
to dam 2 great river that had Lurst its baaks while
continually distracted by the eties of the drowmng 1
the flood and tampered by the pecessify of wih-
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drawing from the chucf work to gn to ther assistasce
The work of the Preventive Homes, and all other
preventive cffort st present cstabhshed should be
regarded, then, o5 a hrm fowsdation wheteon i dpe
courae shall be erected, stone by stoue, and as the
emergency permits, s stiong batrrer leading off and
confimng the menace Ewvery effort which can be
transferved from the task of rescue to that of preven-
tion represeniz 3 double gan and 12 8 promue of
the Hme wl\endpr:wuuve woth shall be the first
consideration and the necessity for rescue work shall
only anise comparatively infrequentty



CHAPTER IV

The Foluntary d gonces—Total murommadatier avaifabie b
the  Flowes — Homes  lost — New Howes  founded =
Co-grdinataon of the Wwark—Tha Cenfral Cownmeal Jor
Rescup gud Prevepitee Work s Lomdow—S1zes o] the
Momes—Ages of ihe Momes—Localtans

THE question mall ange w the mind of the reader as
to wheooe spnngs the impeise for the steeption
and mantenanee of the work of the Velumary
Homes  In Londosy these Homes are admimistered
by vanous Agenies of by m x?cndt:lt effort  The
follow:ng Agencies are responartle for mamtaimng or
co-ordinating the wark of a oumber of the Homes

3 The Chelmsfor] Pheresan Assomation q Hutnes
3 The Church Aty L "
3 The Feemale Aud ﬂoc 5w
A The Jewwsh l‘\mlntlﬂu fm' ihe Prunectien of

Giels and Wl 4w
5 The London Dmmn 1Zounesl n "
fi The Lendon Female Preventroe and Heformas

toty Inshitutton

3

The Roclester Dlne};nn Asarcutinn
1 The 5 Albun's [Moccelu Assouuntim
1t The St Anne's Cathalic Sedi’ement
12 The Salmiwn Atmoy
13 The Seuthwark Diooesan Association
14 The West loudon Migsion
t5 The Youny Woewnea's Chnstun Asacsatian

CL =TV,

The remumng Homes att mmmtaoned ether by
&0
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thext own by certarn religious Orders, by
Borough Connal, or by chantable effort of other
londs

The total accommodation of all kinds afforded by
the 151 Homes withim the Area 13 conmderable,
amounting to 4,105 beds for adults and 735 for snfants
and ¢hldeen Two years age the acrommodation was
stll lerger, amee no fewer than 23 Homes have
recently closed down, while only stx new Homes have
been opetted A somewlat serious sspect of this
retrograde step 15 that tnore than balf the Homes lost
were Matermity Homes  The loss of accomrondation
on balagee duting these two years has amopnted 1o
uearly 400 keds and 33 cots ‘Chese Homes were
nearly all lost oweg to lack of funds to meet Lhe
expenses of the work and W j3 probable that of ther
actyvities could have becn made kaown more widely,
and thewr valoe recogmzed by the general public, this
uofortonate set-back would gave been avoded

Co-ordmation

Except 1n the case of eertain gronps afiliated to an
Apgeniy anter-vommumeation between the Homes and
co-grdinabion of thelr work 15, gezerally speaking,
conspuucus by its absence Less than half of the
1nstibetions are on the telephone Whiile many of the
matrons and supetintendetts stnve to keep an touch
with other Homes of simnlar iype, st least ip ther
own neighboutrhood, there are others whe wetk m
" warer-ight compartments,”” taking 10 those appl-
cants whem Lhey happen to emeounter, deahing weth
them 10 therr own way, and 1o some cases displaying
little imterest an work which 15 being deoe elscwhere
of in new developments

This attrtude 1z probably inewtable, 1t 1z 2 relie of
other days and older methods, 1t survives here and
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there but 1t wall in tume mewrtably gve place to the
general progress

I this connection, however, it 1a obvioss that such

o can Lly asmsted and hastened

the efforts of a central co-crdmating bodRy, such as
the retently formed Central Counail for Rescus and
Preventive Work n London  This bedy ams, oot
only at co-ordinating apd asmsbiog the work of the
Homes, but alan at eapturing the interest, and where
peazible, the co-operation aod help of oficial badies
and govermng authoribies and of the public alse.

Sazes of 1he Homes

The Voluptary Homes vary i smze from an
Emergeacy Home with an acrommodation of coe bed
ooly to ooe Leng-stey imstitntion with 3 total of
%a.? available beds  The average 15 about 33 beds

e small Home referved 1o serves a wvery specaal
pnrﬁu It 15 Tocated un the West End clos to ope
of the worst districts frequented by strest gurls A
worker of one of the large Agenries has a room at
this house, and themee she pateols the distesct and
endeavouts to get moto touch with any yoong gurl whom
she cheerves to be adupting the 1mmeral ife, or wath
any progtugte wio may be ready bo abandon her
calling, f zhe 3 successiul m mﬂuennng s qirl she

& her immedsately to the Shelter before she has
me to doubt or reconsuder, passing her on the pext
day to a more permanent abode where her particular
needs may be better sopplicd

The wmBueneing of these @rls 15 a dufficult and
delicate task It as not every day that ihe worlers
suceeed, but whea 2 gitl displays 2 eadioess to listen
o beller coansels it 15 tmperative that ne tme should
be lest, and 2o merely practics]l diffcolty of accom-
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modation shonld be allowed to endanger ber chances
This modest Emergency Shelter therefore has a wery
special fanctiom apd justifies 113 existence if enly coc
street git] an bwelve monthy passea through its doors
to a more hopeful exagtance

Thig 13 by 10 means the only Home whete teclaimed
prostitutes may be taken 1n, bat 1t ta peculiar o that
at 15 mamtaned solely with the object of reclaiting
street garls or those 1o smminent danger of becomtng
stich

The Homes where very large numbers arve accome
modated are chiefly Emetgeucy Shelters or Long-stay
Homes  In Homes of the type of Matermty Homes,
or those othiers whete patls who are very much 1 need
of special care and stay for a F 1y
shorl ume, 1t 18 usvally found that better results are
obtasnad 1f the numbers are kept fairly low, the ideal
number 15 Ly considered ko be about sox or
eght 1n s‘::clg ﬁa\:ﬂu a really bome-hike atmosphere
can be ereated  The gurls get to know the staff and
cach other really well and are 8]l 10 close persoaal
touck with the metron  The tmeanpagement of small
numberz does not call for unduly severe disorpline,
and the staff are able {0 do a great deal bo make the
hic 1n the Home cheerful and attractive

Where very large numbers are recerved, as 11 some
of the Long-stay Homes, the grls are sometimes
devided 1ate ™ wards ' of ten to fourteen individuals
and eacly ' ward ‘" 15 placed nnder the spenial eare of
one of the staf  The disciphne 1o these ITomes 13 alss
necessarily more severe, and more kard and fast Tules
and regulations are essential for the mamtenance of
order  The difference between latpe and small Homes,
i fact, bles  that diff n rh
ticticeable between & small private achool and a large
publec one

Under the latger sct be the ad j
oever 50 humad, the abnosphere created 13 mevitably
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more ‘" imstitubiensl " them homely, apd 1 this
compection 1t must oot be forgotten that the characters
of some of the gtls are such that they can enly be
dealt wath effectvely when subjected to 2 faurly ngd
disciphioe  The teed for careful salection 15 1ndicabed
1o erdet thal, s0 far as posmble, each gurl may be sent
to & Hotoe of such stze and character an 15 mast suited
10 her particular temperament and needs  In practiee
such an ideal selection 15 often 1mpossible, but this
consuderatron ts obvionsTy an important factor affecting
the suecess or otherwise of the trawing prowided
here, again, a central eo-ordinating body conld render
nvplyable assistance

Ages of the Homes

Several of the Homes at present exasting have been
earrying ot ther work contiauously for more than
a ceotury The Mapdalem Hosperal, sumated gt
Streatham, was foanded 1n the year 1755 This s
probably the eldest Home in London  Six others at
least date hack to the period 1fog ko 18co

‘The Maadelen Tospatal, so called, 15 now admims-
tered wery much on the Lines of other Homes of ita
class, the medicel woerk done boing coofined Lo
arratgementis for the continiution treatment of a amall
proportion of nod very serlows cases of vedereal discase
The danger referred 1o above secompanymg the
assaciation of auch cascs with umnfected women |z
probably redaced te a pummom here The grls
are drnded inte * wards " of fourleen indinduala,
claseed, acrording to therr character and a,
as * probatwmary," ' intarmedsate,” or *' fimshing "'
They stay twe vears, and the Home 13 entirely free
It 15 5 hne bulding, sell situated m its own grounds
and with its own private chapel A wist to this Home,
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which s typical of many others, guves the imptession
that the girls are well caved-for apd bappy, and that
the Horoe 19 a most saccessful one wath a Tong record
of gscful wotk ao the past

Fifty other Homes, founded previous to 1goo, stz
still actree, and & number of cthers comtenced work
between that date asd the commencement of the war
Eleves Homes were wangurated dunng the period of
the war

From 1979 1o rgaz we find the rather large nomber
of twenty-three new Homes opened  This accentuation
of rescue activily was probebly rendered necessary by
the afermath n?had moral ponditions left by the war
m almest svery large oty, and made possible by the
post-war release of emergy and fysds for combahiog
hese condinons

Cme of the most z of the old Hished
Homes wistted by the wrter o3 The Howse of
{honty, 1 Creck Strect, Sobo, which dates frem
the year 1346 This 15 a house very diffevent
chargerer irom most of che sthers under consideration
There 13 accommodatien here for twenty wemen and
ten et ‘The house | imignded chnefy for those of
the educated classes who are 10 temporary difficulty
Mo charges are toade Relereaces are required jor

d and appreved appl are nvited o stay
for fourteen days, :t beiog understood that they wll
legve at the eod of that hite unless asked to stay on
The wark 15 largely of a preventive mature 0 so
far as Vv s{:lur and i fnding
employment 1= offered Lo mesy a respectable soman
who might otherwise dnft astray

The house itself is really old, splendedly appomted
and meat remarkably decotated, and bas one of the
moet beautifnl small private chapels tn be seen an
Lendon  JU certainly came as 2 surpnse to the writer
to fnd m an insutution of this pature priceless old
farmture end other antigues which would arcuse envy

B
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m the beart of many & collectsr  There is alse here
one of the old *"crnolme ' staireases, the 1ron
balustrades being bowed putwards from the willln
order to allew free passage to that, hapmly obsolete,
arucle of femmime attire

At a Shelter of this kind & great mapy differmnt
types of spplicent are met with, mazy @ tragedy 18
eticountesed and m hie-story of bhard Tock of
hard treatment 18 unfe . eomedy also 15 not cottiely
ahsent  Guests admitted may vaty o type from a
distracted gorl, who has attempted to commut snade
by swallowing a whele bottie of aspitin tablets, to
a wealthy fereigmer, temporanly oo the verge of
starvation owang to somle breakdown i his banking
arrapgements Those 1n charge of such a Sheber
have to be ever ready to deal with 2 sjtuation bronght
about by amy probable or improbable chan of
circomstances that bfe can produce

Another old-established Home supplying emergtocy
shelier 1o thus distnet, and techmeally falbog under
8 fimilat classification tv the above, may be moticed
here oz o&'ermlia wide contrast and allustrating the
divergence 1n the nature of the work  Founded 1o
1865, tt 13 3 Home with sccommodation for ten women
oaly Any case 13 actepted amd mo refrrences are
reqmited  The length of stay 15 hituted to s weeks

r wometh meking use olythls Home are mainly
prostitutes, Lhere sre 2lsp bomoess purls, domesnc
servants and nurses, etc Many of the Jatter types are
these who bave taken shelter m'the crypt of the chuech
uof Bt Martia'san-the-Ficlds and have bren passed on
by the rescue worker wn charpe there  Most difficule
casgs pre recerved herc, very many are grls from
Pauccadilly and the Strand and most of these have
e mtentiwon whatever of gllowing themselves io
be influsnced, merely ohlimng the Home as a coo-
weuent shelter when all else forls  The most that
41 be door in auch g Shelter as this is to assnme the
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Bowa fides of all applicants, to sttempt to find them
employment where needed, and to kecp 1 toush with
all cases of hopefol aspect
Amongst a total of 151 Hemes, mainly of exeellent
atandard, tt 15 4 little dafficult to assign a reasen
for selecting any particular institutins for detmled
deseription Tt 1z impozmble to describe them all, and
yet each Home has some interrsting feature or
peculiarity of its own It 15 perbaps tatoral Lhat
some should make a deeper 1mpression apon the pund
of the toquurer than others of equal value, and it e
possible that the description of these may for thiz
Teason be Mot ]Ikt’-Jiy 10 egable the reader ko yisualee
the conditions foun
first two referred to abowe are noted largely oo
acconnt of thewr histemieal ioterese, others will from
time to time eal] for partwnlar notice by reason of
somme notable featute of charactenshic lustrabing 2
special aspect of the work  Each Home wisied
reveals gote new thung, enlier in wtzelf or 18 1ts work,
and to the wnmrated wquirer, & round of wiaie
hes a of educalive surpnses

Locataon of the Howes

Nearly all these Homes are sitpated mithin the
boundanes of the County of London, which s, of
cotitse, less extensive than the Metropolttan Police
Iystnict which forms the lunrhng area of cor sorvey
They are more densely distribmted 1n the Nerth.
Eastern and South-Wesiern snd central distnocts than
elsewhere  The South-Fasiern outlviog areas are not
#0 well supplied with secomamodation  Thest facts do
nt siggrst that Homes have sprung up just where
they were most nesded, smee there are many distncks
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where the need 1= great sul] poorly enpplied with snch
secotimodation | moresver, 1t 15 net always possible for
suitable premises 10 be acgmred m exactly those
regnons where 1t would seem that 4 Home could most
edvatageously be founded



CHAFTER V¥

Rehgeows obrerodnce and pufreclion al  the Momes—
Insteucton weeses  etunuletien—Texts—Conddigms  of
adwassicn — Charges — Numbers deall weth — Facfors
affecting  waumbers o)  entronts--Medroal  proviiion—
Work dome by tamokbcs

Az relipous ympulse 18 the main the energang
principle of Lhis werk it may be of interest ba cottipare
the numbers of the Homes sdmmistered wader vanous
denpmmations  Ninety-oight are Clurch of England
Hamea, fifteen Roman Cathalie, aixieen admenastered
by the Selvation Army, four Jesish, and seven of
variots other deoemumatons  The eleven Homes
remaiung arc described as undenominational, er are
unable to carry sub any religeoas observance owlng 0
the exigencies of ther work

AL the Maternuty and Long-stay Homes attendance
st ¢lasses for teligiouws instruction o usially com-
pulsary, and all the girls are reguired to attepd
serviees At many other imstitutiens, partienlarly
at the Emetgescy Shelters, Shert-stay Homes snd
Hostels, attendance at religions abaervance 13 ettarely
optiwnal  In peacly every Home 13 Tondon one room
15 et apart ior devotioaal purposes, srd a pumber of
Hemes are found bo passass provate chupels, some of
Lhese being very beautiful

The gprls and women are often found to be
aurprsingly  goorant of religlous  malters  and
umacqoambed with cven the basie facts of serpharal
t#aching or the most I'amilg; Bible staties Many are
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said to be anxous Lo learn anad to apprecste fnlly the
1nstractipoal classes

There can be no doubd that the bandlieg of thiz very
important matter of relipous teaching 13 one of the
mogt dificult problems which those cogaged m ils
wark of reclamation are called upon to solve

‘There can acarcely be any dissent from the premiss
that the possesmon of rehgous conviction of zome
kind 18 the greatest possible help 2od stand-by to 2
1l who bes to fght an uphul battle apamst her
own unfortunate tendencies or the press of matetial
crcumstances, or both  Indeed, 8 creed—even though
1t be a mere personal and social code of condoct—based
¢n & dim elementary tealzatien of 1he tature of sght
and wrung, 15 far mote than a valuable asset, it 18
utterly 1adispensable 1f lbhe effort 13 to be stoutly
maintaoed when the close miluence of the rescoe
worker 19 withdegwn Tt 13 of more permagent value
than any nember of vague threats or waroungs as to
ihe p h awailing wrungd, either here or 1o
the hereafter

Remains the vila] question as to Low such conviction
15 to be tmparted to girls who may pever 1o their hives
have grvew these matters a semous thought, or—more
difficult still—to those who have Leen brought up 1
a3 atmesphere where such thiogs, and all conaected
with Lhem, were openly derded

Is it by compulsory instruction of a dogmatie nature
that thiz delicate matter 13 most «astly 10 be adjusted 7
It may be that compulsory classes are necessary 1o the
first instance 10 order that the girls may be induced to
give & heanng to goch mstroetina at all  The writer
would soggest, however, that, of the drst compuisory
class atbended dees not arouse 1m & gl 2 keen 1nterest
10 the subject and anticipation of 1be next ¢lass, either
the teacher 14 so nnsuttably eqmipped for the task that
no ameunt of compolsory imsteuction from the same
sotirce wifl have aoy beneficial reselt whatever, or the
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gul:ias!ﬂ.mastamafdeve t whreh renders
he.r naready for any spintusl aw:

‘The weak pmuot of the system at prtsent widely 1m
use both 1 the Homes and elsswhere appears, o fact,
to the writer, to hie 1 the very word mstruction and
all that it connotes  Farstly, 1t assumes the 25100
of superior end aothoritative relipoms kmowledge
which the ipstructed bas every nght, but often no
opportgmty, ta questwon  The prescot 13 an era of
ntellectnal cmancipation aod iogacal rngoiry, and the
1nstrocted assemes the nght to say o effect to the
mstrocter ‘" What justificatum have you for laying
down the law to me?  You can offer oot one item of
proof 1o sapport of Four statements, and I sobmt that
you ktww oot one whit mere of socslled spintnal
matters than I do ™

Huch an ettitude of ound 15 nope the more casly
combated 1o that it 13 not usually expressed, more-
over, it 18 very often qustified, 1o fact, by the 5
of the would-be teacher of the very subjects 10 which
he or she professes Lo instrugl  Compulsory teactnngs
of ths logd, bosed on dogmatic assertion and
ahen to reasop, may produce o the spstructed wn
attitude of dumb acquiescence and codurance—born of
cxpediency, alone they wall mever plerce the hard
shell of meptal reservation which they are bound o
eocoenter

Tt 15 admitted that Faith 1z the first of the three
marer wirmes, as auchk it 3 often jnvgled 2=
Heressitating the acceptance of dogma, it 19 soggested
that many well-meamng preachers do oot realiee that
tlind BeRreisoning soquipscence 15 by oo means

with true F of which
15 often beat lad upen the rock of cotrclated facts
Nenther cen Faith be assumed hke 2 garmeet at the
ductates of anether, 1t must nse from withm

Tt it anggrested h:n: and 1t wll be more folly argued
later, that of struchon 15 the wivig prmapk to
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apply te this problem, 8 more hopeful ome 13
shmulation. The two parcts of troe cdocatson bave
ever been a mark of exdl sod a k
—arrest and wonder—all down the ages  If a teacher
can fitst shmulate solerest, and then joquiry, inte a
matter of such absorbing personal ioterest as, for
exatnple, bhe passhility and ature of exigtence after
death, he will at once gan a sympathetie heanng He
shoald then p‘lmcﬁ Dot making woprovable
aesertions from the pedant's dais, but by moving m
adventurous apint weth s class, rather 23 an
explorer 10 an anknown cevern, a leader whe tay be
able to find the distant hght

But soch a method presupposes definite qualifivatinos
ot the pact of the teacher, be must Grst have learoed
how (o teach, e wiust have beep shorn of all petry
ssctgriamsm, 2nd, most important of all, he must
have been jostructed in those theories regarding the
apirtval nature of man which, to those who have
armved at a realizatton by the road of fath, bave loog
<eased to be mere theoties, those same asicicat hypo-
theses which 1o ihus age of enhghtenment ate daily
assutming mote and more the charsster of known Facts
to those who ate arowing at o realizatwon by the
alternative path of the :nteﬁeﬂ The wrier wishes to
state here quite definutely that he doss uor refer ta the
alleged prood offered by misleading and musunderstond
spaniaahistic il but to other 1nd of
4 more telisble nature which are disrussed more
defimtely 1o the Jast two chapters of this book The
point which he wishes to make bere 15 that a form
of religions instroction—usually 3 very partow and
lumted form—1a shll, here and there, although by oo
means generally, cammed on by teachers who bave oo
gualificatiens mbatever beyond the futh that 15 1o
them—a farth which may 10 some cascs be 3o strong as
to be almost a direct revelation, 1o others merely an
erthodox belief which has grown opon them, tike the
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armoar of 8 tottmse, as 8 result of thewr Lemperament
and gpbriog poor, untrned thing, shielding them
agaast the buletiugs of the warld ra than drawing
them wub s percing and revealmg iHummelon to
2 glad and 1ntelhgent co-operabon m the working of
nalural law  The preseut generation, im its mental
emannpetion demands—and rightly—ot Jeast some few
rational, defimte and ton-coptradictery  siatements
upon which to set op the creed which it 15 expected to
accept  Ouly when the teacher )5 10 3 poston to
supply these wll success be assured

e above argument applice 1nodentally with ewen
greater foroe to the rehgiota teachang which 15 heing
dissemunated 1 the old way m meny places besides
the Rescue Homes—greuler becanse the higher the
rotellectual level of the Bearer the less 5 he or she
Tikely to be 1aflucnced by mer: dogmatic assertons and
Tepetitions

hile the aititude towards relygous  maticres
diaplayed by the Homes to-day 19 undoubtedly far im
advanee of what can best be desrmbed as the " heli
and damopatbion ™ eatleok of the older pemitentranes,
this latter 10 a wedified form wodoubtedly retmos a
firtn footing 1 certain places

At & very catly stage 1o the 1oquary werk the woiler

formed the opinton that, whenever he entered a Hothe
and found the walls of the Tooms studded with Tramed
scrjploral texts gnd pictures of relgious subjects to
the excluzion of all pther forms of metorial decoration,
he would alse find the outlopk tewards religion there
¢ be 10 some degree warped or confined  He 13 ault
of opmon that thes rule prowdes a rebable gmde
throughoat, with the possible cxception of a few
establshments where the fmlure Lo Temore sath
decorations wag accounted for more by merte, or by
Tack of any switable substitutes, than by a belef m
thewr efficacy In any case it seems a poliy of
doubtfpl expediency to expose and famihaniee 10 the
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early stages of rescue weck, and o an atmos
which 15 often cne of mmeredulity or even mockery,
those words, pnocples apd truths from which a girl
may sherwards draw much comfort and sirength of
they are presented to her at the pght moment and
t 8 manner more suited o the digmity and wtasl
importance of the aohyect

If the reader will call to mind the werding of s few
of the texts mote usually displayed and picture these
bung oo the walls of d jes and
which 10 some casex are inhabited by a very muxed
population, if he wall use bus imagination to nmahze
the mental arttnde of these mrls, Lind of dieenzsion
which unaveidabiy takes place among them et hines,
snd the comments to which sach prioted malter may
give rige, there will surely awake 10 hiz mind a graye
doubk 25 10 the wisdogn of allowing them to remarn

‘Tz matter of the display of texts certamly appears
to be of Do great importance 1o 1kse]f, but it 15 nFt:n to
be regarded as the proverbiel struwu}fw‘lng an mdica-
OB g to the attitude adopted towards this important
question of religion

Condtitons af Admission

The conditi gulating the ad of mitls and
women 1nto the Hemes are various  On the whele the
restrictions, apart {rom those gecessanly arising from
speafic work, are yery few  Ihsqualbication on the
gtounds of creed ate 1 the mam non-existent  Of the
Church of England Homes, eight ooly make 3 role
deknitely excluding Rowmen Catholie girls, while foor

the Roman Catholie Homes wll accept Reman
Catholic women only  In exceptiopal eiretmstamces
any one of these twelve Homes may aford a gl of a
d Erent religicms persmasion shelter for a smgle
mght
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About one-third of the Homes bave age-hmats, and
matly af them alse require o medical ceruficate before
admissien  Other conditions necesganly ymposed refer
to such matters as references, an agreed len of

stay, soutves whence apphiants may be aceepted, the
exclus:an af mental, ** semnd fall " or venctea] cases,
tor local or resirictions made

nenessary by epecial work

‘The age-limits apply chiefly to the Maternity Hemes
and Long-stay Flomes  Apart from the Emergency
Homes, whers wo age-limit 15 moposed, and also the
Homes for young children, 1t can be said that the mrls
pod wormen received must usually be between the ages
of fourteen and thurty

‘The women remtein o the Homes for periods
varying according te thewr necds and the exigenries of
the work Al some Fmergency Shellers where the
demand fot accommodation 15 very great the length of
stay 13 necessanly fputed 1o a few days  QOn the
otier band there sre casoal Homes of thes type whither
indivaduals bave returmed nightly for as [ong a perod
s fiftern vears

At Materoity Homes it 15 fonnd that better results
are pozsible of an onmarned mother enters the Home
some meonths before her baby 15 born and stays for a
corresponding penod afterwards, many Howes oaly
admit applicants wpon some such understanding
Girls eannat always afford to reman eway from
their work fer so lomy a pened, and this tule
probably results i many girls deexding to make other
arTangements At the Long];stay Homea 1Wo yeals 15
geoerally considered to be the mimmum perod From
which t{e best results cam be anticipated from the
traming provided, this applies particulatly to the
Preventive Homes whers the girls entering are often
VETY young
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Charges

The charges payable by, or on behalf of, the grls
etitening the Homes arc usoolly wery low  Ferty
Homes are egurely free, and sixty-iune others make
no charge to local ap}t;hcunla, at to those who canzot
afford ta pay  T'he charges for besrd sad lodping are
ofted gnder 1ne per weck, and (o GO cases 1
5% Other Hounes vange m thewr charges up to L1
and £z per week, while foor only exceed the latter
figure Some wmsuutions ask for an entrance fee of
from two bo Gve gumeas and make a smalt weekly
charge, or nour al all, therealter

‘T'he Maternaty Hemees arc seldern able to charge less
than 1oe per week, and they de nob often ask more
than L1, whether for the mother alone of with her
baby  Sometomés g foe, usoally twe guaneas, 15 asked
ta meet the cxpenses of the confinement al a tyingan
hospual, or the £2 Maternity Beocfit may f= collecled
by the Hote

Leriain Emevgeary Sheliers, as has already baeen
nuted, charge by the day At the Hostels the charge
15 aften adjusted according to the amount the gurl may
be sarming

It strms to be a sound preoople that puds mgking
uss of the Homes should be asked to make some
coptribution, small though i msy be, towarda the
zogt of the upkeep of the msttaten, this & desivable
il fot mo ether reason thao that it 1s belpful to ther
self-respect

Numbers Dealt Witk

The secommodation st the Homes s wery Hully
utilized , wmdeed more 16 badly needed for certaln types
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of the wortk At the date of the ioquiry lesa than
ten per cent of the avmlable accommodation of all
kinds remaned wmused At those Hemes which
showed a proporbionately large amount of unused
areommodation woquiry was made as to the reasons for
thiz  Inm some casca it was due to Tack of applications,
1mplying 1hat the Home 15 oot suficently koown, ot
for some reason 15 avorded by applicamis, the restric.
tion of admigsions 1o grls of 4 particular type, or the
fact Lhat the management found smaller numbers to
five better resulta, alsn accounted for a certasn amount
of wastage, financial diffienlties senously limated the
work of some natifutions, whilz others were hamperad
iy the fack that girls were unable to pay therr charges,
certain  megessary conditions of working, such as
rapidly changing population, and the need for frequent
disinfecton of %n:dq were 0 some rases responsible
for beds remaimng empty  These facta relate to the
recent Sorvey, the condihone at the present tine are
undonbtedly wery sumlar, aod the need for the
extension of certaim accommodatwon a5 probably as
great to-day az b was dunng 192z and gz

‘Many r[yﬁ:reut miluences  affect the womber of
appheants recerved by the Matermiey Homes  Some
uamarned methera object to the dea of cotenog a
Home  There may in some cases be suffient reason
fer this prejudice, the wnter s aware that certam
Maternity Homes still exist which bave not alwaya
been admimistered oo the most attrachive—or even
tactfn] and aympathetic—lines, and snch farts are sure
to become known to somie of the intending apphcants
At the semme time there s po doubt that such
metitutions are in 2 very small woonty and that of
the reatly excellent work of the remainder wete more
genera]gr reahred this prejudice against the Homes
as a vy might be removed , the aumarried mother
would then rea'llze that ata Malermw Home she will
have many ged oL lzewkete, 39
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well as cxpert ndvice in dealng with the abtormal
difficuliyen that surround her  The Unemployment
Peoefit end the f2 Matermty Beoefit alse assist gizls
to arrange ther confmement independantly of the
Materpity Homes

Another most serious facter affacting the uhbty of
the Homes 15 the actraty of certann adoplicy agencies
T'he adver of these and the famhtics
they offer have the cfiect of cansing manpy girls to
avord the Maternity Homes, sinee they know that the
policy of resoue workers 15 in the i stroogly agamat
1he digposal of legtimate children by adoption

Some gt Jeast of these adoption agencics appear to
tall far clase inquiry as regards ther methods  The
writer has met wilk indisputable ewdence of such

jes—offering to meheve the parents of llembmate

children of atl responaiity upor payment to the
soucky of a, sometimes very ioadeqoate, lump fum
This matter 1a dealt with more fytly elsewhers

1M the Emergency Shelters, scventeen alone dunng
ooe year dealt with 144,404 scparate applications for
a mght's lodgng frem women and guls, and gave
shelter also to 233 babwes  In the some perod the
Homes of all other types accommodated for varyiog
gc;\pds a total of 6,762 girls and wommesn sad 2,541
adles

Medical Promson ol the Hemes

As regarda the medical arranpements provided sl
the Fomes, that which 15 avaitable for dealing with
venereal deacase has been referred to already, and Hhe
bearisg of these discases upon our problem wall be
more fully discussed 1m apother place  Apgainst
nrﬂmmg mfections diseases the nsua] precantions are
everywhere taken and cvery Home has available the



MORAL EVIL IN LONDON ™

setvices of 1ks own medical man, whao very often makes
no charge for hos wians

Tt may be remarked bere tbat, whils 2t mast of
the Homes o medical certificgte 13 reqmred before
admission of an appheaot, koe precautions taken i
some cascs sgemst the admussion of garls infected with
venetea] disgase do not appear to afer suficent
security 1t s the habit of some matrons to rely
opon ther own obeervation to detect cases if no
rertificate 1% presented, this procedure may folél sta
porpose 1o most cases, but 19 scarcely so rehable as
wonld be an examimation by a goalified expert ot a
chime or elsewhere

Weork Done e the Homes

It 19 obwious that 1o the case of grls of the type of
those found i the Volunlary Homes the proverbial
evil of " 1dle hgnds ** peeds particulerly to be gunarded
agaunat  The question as to bow the girla cmploy
their time 15 therelore of fist importance Almost
onesthird of the rosutubwons  dizplay  indasirial
actonties of some Jond, the nost usual being Jaundry.
werk and weedlework, subsudiary  imdustnes  also
include basket-making, rafia work, hosekoittiag,
cobbling, shirtumaking, jam-meling, matting gnd
weaving At one Home an experiment in glove-
makieg was troed, but wes oot a commercial soceess
at anedlier, Hwedesh mlk-weaving lvoms were impatted,
but thia attempt ales Faled, partly because the mrls
did net care for the work, and also becanse the market
available for the cutput was largely arbfically
crested and of a semichanitable natire

he laundries at some of the Homes are very large
opd execllently equpped, they oftens brng m o
conmidergble profit on the year's working to assist the
funds of the Home. The writer fecle ohliged to
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confess that be has been quite ynable to otercame &
imibal, and probably very unressonable, prejadice
against the employment of these gurls on lenadry-
work gs a commercial venture to essist the upkeep of
the Home Suck arrangements are doubtlesz an‘.lp‘liy
jusofiable there are guls who enjoy and Lake a pride
m ther work amd develup qeba rasbed fure-Tavadoy
hands of the lghest proficiency , there are alao others
who frankly loathe

It may be that m the mnd of the woter there
attaches still to thes bosiness of laundenng too strong
a flavopr of the atmosphere which appears o have
lemited the scope of the pemtentiaty Homes of earlier
days—an atmesphere which he has heard very aptly,
1F somewhat Llasphemously, dercribed as that of
“wazh and pray ' It may be also that his
prejudice 38 suppoerted hy a viuon which returos to
gpd of a dimly-hghted, damp and echoing, scapy.
smelling vault of a place visited one eold and drizsling
January afiernoon, and of a young woman lstlessly
engaged n the steemy twvlight tn iromng rnoumerable
and vanouas gar —a destly unk Foung
women who wept elently when the matron spoke to
het

It may be argued that these girls are no worse off
than tmany thousands of women who willingly take up
laundey-work as Lhesr krade, but it sbill appeats to the
writer that well-pard Jaundry-work, freely uedertaken
and cothived wilh personal Liberty 15 a3 very difierent
propesition , that the anticipabion of two to three years
of bapd ard unpawd labour amengst scap-suds and
steam 1n an {nstitubiooa] atmosphere 2 ome to make
the steutest beart goasl, a prospect calenlated to blind
the wniiate to the advantages otherwise to be gased
from a stay at the Home

Headlework as an mdustq{ would appear wn sotne
ways as 2 more human and less monataneus employ-
ment, to offer greater soope for vanatien and individtal
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enilerprise, it 15 possible, moreover, for a working-
party to sit round s comfortable fire to do pecdiewor]
Needlework as an industry 1o the Voluntary Homes
of Loodon at present takes second place 1 importance
That 1t can be made a profitable pursmt w5 indicated
by the fact that ope wery large Voluatary Ageocy,
deating with sorial work of many kinds, makes an
anoual profit of owet fipob From the needlework
iodustry at 1te Homeg all aver the country

More varmed 1ndustrial occupations than those ab
prezent adopted woold seem to be pussible and
demitable, but the hanguration of these would need to
he undertaken by experts on the subject, many
unexperted diffeniles are Ligble 1o eatfront nanformed
efforts

Al thes: Homes whete oo imdustnal oecupalion 1s
avalable the gurla must accessanly be lept occupied
upon ather dohies At almost every Home they are
cxpected to do at least a park of the boosework  Ino
the Maternaly Huomes, of coarse, the women, before

nement, are unable to do very wmoch hard work,

witile sfterwards thear time 15 largiely monopolized by
the carc of the balwes, for this reason 1 larger staff 15
needed at Matersity Homes

There are certaply  some  Homes whers  the
occuf\a.nts do net appear te be Lkept sufficently
cmployed, and where the domestic staff appears to
he i eweess of the veeda of the Home At ome
wslitution it was found that the staff evceeded 1m
nomber the inmetes normally accommedated , thas was
A most exceplinnal instance

Al taost Homes the girls are found willing to asast
. the wark of the house, and someuanes an¥tous to
learn how to cook, wait at table, or do other work that
may be vsefu] to them later om
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Faimamess  of Foluntary Hmu—Sjucl,ﬁc needs—Sources
o acope — Expewditurs — Comporaitie  poperjer —
Stondardf—Changas in treatment

Oz, nf the most contimuously pressing and duficult
problems comnected wilh tedcoe end proventive work
12 that of fuance, and thia 13 nowhers more 10mstent
than at the Vo]unlary Hontes

“I'be matter peeds fo be looked at from several
atgles of view Tt may be recalled that, of the tweoty-
three Homes closed down satlun the past few years, at
Jeast ihyrieen were obliged to cease work owing to lack
of funds Al least sx more e at the present moment
10 immcent danger of sharng the same fate, while
no less than coe-third of the remamdet are m a
decidedly imsecure financial pomen  The latter
cenuprise chielly the very valoable Matermity and
Long-stay Homes Many of these are m debt, and
thedr are all on the financial danger-line

nly s1xty of the Homes are found to be 1n a secure

Lnancial pomtion, aod unlicely for such reasons to be
lost to the work

It will be reabized from these facts that the work 1a
based ¢n A oot very secure prechical fooondabon  The
hopefu! fact, which choold alse be indicated, 15 that
ths foundation bas probably never yet been even
reasonahly socure duning the whole hustory of the werl
—and yei the work carriea on Thia hope, however,
canngt be held to justify ;n attitude of indiference ta
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the stroggle which alone keepa this cffort alive, abd to
the lack of sepport 1t receives {rom the geseral pobhc
The public owea to the Voloo Homes a debt of
gratitode vastly greater than it koows, oot ouly, as
pounted out already, on actount of the gDud work which
is done, but alse because of the inaicalable ewl
prevenbed

The work carries on at pressut, 1t 13 true—in spite
of uner]y 1nadequa\e financial su port—and | the
balance ts cruel
upon the emergy, seﬁ sacmifice, and bodrly bealth aod
heppuness of an unconquerable am:{y of devoted workers
—an overdraft which wo amonnt of helated monificence
tould ever wipe out The need 19 inatant—how utgent
1t ta difficult to convey any wdea  The public has a
¢onscienee in sach matters, 1f the reab facks were more
w1dely known and certain long-hved musenderstandings
removed, the Homes of London and elsewhete would
receive thar due share of the support whech 15 at
present withheld, of gven to the forwardisg of more
advertised but less vital work

Many of the Homes ate in difficulbes, but a
distinetion needs to be made between those compata-
nvely few mstitutions whih possess considerable
wvested Funds, and are suffermg from the redoced
purchasing power of thesr wacome, and these, on the
vther hand, which have an tnvested resources and are
cither debl or 1n necd of money urgenl.ly for Some
easential stem of ar peressary
or unable actually ta sec ther way o pay the wext
quatter’s rent nrrguly {focd for thewr charges

Tt 13 certanly undemrable that the former should
be foreed te whittle away their capital in order to
coutinde thewr work, or, alternatwely, obliged to hmat
thert osefoloess and waste their accommedation by
tern tily redocing thewr numbers, bot the positon

latter 15 coertainly more d:sperate and calls for

a!'lj’ imediate md which may be forthooming.
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The Homes rely for their foads to o very grest
extent wpon wolunlary desations, subacriptions and
legacces  The money recerved as payments by, or
on hehalf of, the mmates, somehmes comprizes a
tonsiderable proporiion of the gonual 1pcome , 1o other
cassn 1t 19 gegligible

Zome Homes reeeive grants from poblic bodies
The Maternity Hotnes receive a substaptial ansual
gtanl from the Mimstry of Health, aad the Louden
LCounty Council assists those approved institotions
vonterted with medical treatment Iu certan tases
Boards of Guardians, Polie Courts and Borough
Councils are alse able tn help to a lesser cxtent
Grapts will sometymes be mgde by large chantahle
agencies

It 1= sometumes suggested that the State sheuld
ondertake the ﬁnanmafg:nppm of this work State-
aded cnterpriges gre usually to some extent State-
controlled  Whal the effect woald be of introducing
State-control toto thes work—the very essence of whuch
15 the free play of individual enterpns=, enthu=masm
and sarrifice—is a qoestion which the advocales of
State-rontrol would probably be well adwased to ponder
very deeply  Whatever may be considered the duly ot
power of the State 1o Vs matter of early preventive
waork, 1 st widest pessible senze, 1t is” posmibly no
unfortunate thing that, as regards direct influence
upon the rescwe orgamzations, the regulabong do
not at present permut stale of mumepal fonds te
he madl:r available for aoy of thia work exeept
m the vase of lhe Materity of Medwal Homes
aforementoted

The Homes dizplay considevable enterprise 1m
rasiny funds by the organization of jumble sales,
tobcerts, gardea parties, theatrcal entertainments or
* poutd days,'”” wicn patross are mvited and expected
ta briog or gend o guit of a pound of any useful
household commodity for the replemushing of the
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matron's sore-rosm, the offer, as an altsrnauve, of
npe potind sterling 18 nol rejscted

The funds detived from iodustoies have already
been referred to, a few figures may have a certamn
mterest 1 this comnectivn  One latge Home malkes
an anfual profit of over Lz,so0 from ate laundry
industry, while several others clear apprommately

2,000 Another large mehtution with simalar equp-
ment actoally shows a loss on the year's working
The reason for this diffecence m the results lies
probably wm the combination of a pumber of rather
indefimte catges, zotme at jeast of which could be
chmenated

Needlework brings o incomes yp 10 4 few hundred
pounds per apoum at several Homes The funds
rarged by 1ndustria) efforts of ather kinda are neghgble

O the expenditure mde of the account the chief
wtems are househeld marntenance, staf salanes, rent,
rates and reparrs  These ali have to be met whether
funds are comiag 1o or not, and the Fortitnde draplayed
at some of the mstitutwns 1o camtyang oo the work
and admithng fresh applheants i the faoe of an
secumulating debt can receive oply <omtnendation 1o
view of the urgeney of the work

Apart from the peners] need for funds for mormal
maintenzpee, many Homes need money or gfts in
kind for certam very definite purposes A asbort
acconat of theae may help to gve an inaight 1oto some
of the rveryday dliﬁmﬁles of the work From at
lrast twenty-five Homes 1ises the complamt thar they
are totally onable to dea] with the volume of applica-
Uons that pour 1o, these appeal for the means to
extend therr work  Others are anrxious to bring agamm
wio use available acrommoedation which they have
been obliged to wathdraw  Some demre to estabhsh
subsidiary 1nstitubions, such as foster-mether Homes
and Hostels, or holiday Homes, 1 ovder that the mam
Home may be ept clear for 114 own proper feachons
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The premises ccenpied by some of the fonndabiens
are most unswted to the work, 1o some cases cven
unhealthy, and a chaoge 15 wrgently desired  Others
agam afe hampered i thewr usefulness by ther
mability to emplay cetside workers, to do that street
wark which the matron, whose place s within the
HMome, shonld ot be obliged to attempt.

pu! , repairs, al and
efupment are very obwously peeded im some Homes,
buth to contrsbute a mare cheerfol atmesphete and
merease the efficency of the Home

Several houses have oot even a pruper bath  Two
have been reqmred by the authotites to bwld a fire
escape, which 135 & very expensive item, while many
tged such things as clothes, boots, wlephone, pranes,
etc  (dherz are handicapped by mability to afford
travmng fecs for the girla or necezsary perssmal help
when 1n difficnlties, vutfits for yirls eotering domestic
surviee, belter aberware arta entd, ©of  more
adequate salaries to their own sia

Tu 15 obwioug that, apart from the guestion as to the
need for the establishment of nesr Homes, the effectives
mess of those at presemt exstieg could be very
materally mncreased of they wete m orecept of more
general support

An m.eng: bas been made to atnve at an average
figure for oormal annoal cost of each bed maa-
tained at Homes of different types  “These figures ean
be regarded as apgrocomate only owing to the unequal
efiect of milnatin, afecting rent and rates, and to the
fact that spme Homes pay a0 tent at all  The mze of
the Home will alse materially affect the economy with
which 1t can be admimstered

Matermty Homes are the most espensive 1o
mantaie, the oormal fignre for these appears to be
between £3a and £115 per annom For each bed, the
h1Eher Ggure applying to those where the confinements
take place om the premuses  Other Homes of all types

dd 1
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except Emergency Bbelters pove 8 fmrly level figure
between £70 and £85 The large Eme ﬂy Howes
show ao averuge anntal expendilure of il £45 for
esarh accapicd

A]Lhongll these fgures are not very rehable, a

between l%: average aod maxigen Ggures

obum:ﬂ car of which approaches L250, bas proved a
wrefil criterion indicating that a certain very small
number of mstitubous are adminstered with some
extravagance It may be added thet such Homes were
found, not, as myght bave been expected, among thoae
provdig more comfort for their charges or having
supenior cquipment, bet among these which were
ardjud to e decidedly upsalisfaclory wpon other
gruum

The vast majonty of Homes are admimistered with
the very greatest regard to economy

Standards

Regarding the general atandard of efficiency of
the Homes a pgreat des] mght be wottem  The
151 Homes of verous types are admimistered by
dividuala or who, 1 as they are
b_v a common eptnt of service, view the problem from
different angles  Thos W 18 nnt surprinag that
wide diffetzoces should be discerarble in the methods
of treatment pdopted and the muhs achieved  Buch
ngqualitien ate far meore oftem tu rtgﬂrd:d an th:
Tesult of matenal |
the human element
The standard of the Volnotary Homes 1n London 15,
on the wheie, a very lgh one, and their Lreatment of
the problem 15 wadoubtedly on ihe nght Laes It 1a
tre that here and there may be found Homes that
clll forr severs Lr:uc:.sm. whether oo the groonds of
B or wroog atd
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old-fashioned methods There are st mest seven
which ¢an be desenbed as of donbtful ytility , three of
these are definrtely vodesicabie, and 1t would be o gan
to the work 1n geoeral of they could be closed down and
the enargy anﬁom:y they at present aboorh apphed
o more constructive work
Apart from the actual inferority of this very small
proportion of the Homea themselves, thert are one or
two 1solated and comparatively nmmportant aspests of
the werk which the wnter—in comimon, let 1t be zaad,
with very meny of the mote experenced workers
and otgamrers—coamders ighly undesirable  For
obwioss reasons 1t would only be possible to particn-
latize in & book of thas kind at the expense of freedom
of eap Mo md may, therefore, be given
o o the agenaies veferred Lo, nor indeed could therr
nomineton be justifted on auy score of psefuloesa It
19 merely siated, therefore, 1n the interests of 1mparual
trath that, a5 regards a certain few not wery 1mportant
Homes, the pames of which do oot appeaT anywhere
10 these pages, the administratiom 15 most e¥pensive i
PToOportion 1o the work accomplished , that these Homes
are not gnly dong work of a liud estirely different
from that which they profess to updettake, but are
alsa dong st wery badly, wiile therr administrators
appear to be cocased in an impenetrable armour of
self 100 1i pl which pounted
bot tactful cobosm baa so Far emurely fatled to
duslodge
It seems probable that the cfforts gow being made
to correlate the work m the London Ares will 1n due
cogrse evaluate the wotk of such Homes and present
1t rooats troe lght before the getieral fellowship of
workers
Thia matter 18 only menticned here a3 an 10stance
and warmng 2% to bow far astray action upon
:| uhat i by cnbieal
mqury, may lead the most altrustic e “The
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wriber also wishes to state thal, althouph he moold find
nethung but humble admiration and se for most of
the activines to which he was introduced, he was ot
for thal reasou blinded 10 any glanng deficiencies
which may bave become evident Moreover, unsatis-
{uctory Himl:s tend to comvey to the outside puble a
false wdea of the guality of rescue work 1o peuersl,
conarderations of common fairness o the Lest Humes
abd to the work ol large therclore demand that when
such conditions ere found they should be recorded
It 15 obvions that, even 1n 4 struggle on such a bugh
plane a8 that which we are consmdening, ke armour
<annct all be of the hrightest, and he does nol see
that any usefo] purpose will be served by covenng wp
the dull spots Indeed, ®m such an actton, the
discrimmmating  reader would st once euspect a
eulopetic toaa, wherras the chief am of the present
account of the rescor and preventive effart 1n Londan
15 to approach &s nearly as postible to the plam troth,
and to sllow that to staod &8s a sufficiest testimomal to
the work which 18 bemng done

The allotung of dastinctive uniforms, uvsnally of
an uabattraciive nalure, io pirls 18 Rescur Homes
1t probably a survival of more ancnt costom, whackh,
happily, 15 not gencrally adopted to-day It appears
aa undesirable 25 malking & distiacton of treattment of
prla of dufferent social status 1 the same Home
Ths was dome for some years 1 one Home, and was
found to be productive of mach ill-feehng, and has
lately been discontinued  Agaip, at one 1pslbitution,
which deals with girls of immoral type as well a5 with
others, 1t was foond that a rather sordid type of
vniform bad been allotted to the former, while the
others, who modentally were manly girls removed
from ptason, comvicted of miscellanecus offences, were
permutted to wear an ordinary black dress The
latter were also expected to take precedence over the
IESCUE (A%6S Im vAnous wayi—presamably om the
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assumphion that offrmces agamat the moral code
automatcaily place m qrl m & lower caste than, for
example, an infnogement of the law of property It
19 duficult to imagine & regulation less calculated to
assist in the reclamiation of the branded ones or more
damagnng to ther self-respect
Tt 13 mecessary to mse considerable ymagrmation m
yudgng the standard of matenal comiork cheervable 1o
theg-lomcs themselves, beanag 10 mad the fact that
the occnpants are llkely te regard the amenities
d trom 2 very daff from that of
the cheerver  Eur examp!e one child waz alleged to
have desctibed as * Paradise ™ an snstiwtion which
would be judped, by normal standards, to be a very
dn.aga and depressing place indeed
¢ present shortage of prowision of this kiod 1
Lendon makes an ymperfect Home far more destrable
than pe Home at all, and soch a Home wall net
accesgardy prodoce the anbicipeted depreszing and
devitalizing effect upon a grl who bas all her hie
known very much worse condibions——such, for matance,
as those outhned 1n our first chapter  Therefore,
only those Homes which were found o exhibit
i undesirable ch 1stic have besn

same
referred to bere as bad Homes
There cam be no donbe that there has lLeen a far-
reaching change for the beiter dunog recent years
It 16 farrly generally teahazed that the old order has
¢hal and that the new generabion assumes 3 nght
to a far greater degres of freedom abd independence,
hoth of theught and action, than did tts forbears  For
this reasen the matrons and supennm:d:nts have
largely—bat Dot yet al d the pohry
of the locked front door, the enforced sileace and the
ngd pepal disciplme  They realize that the mew
geoerabion will have none of these things, that they
will at once kick over the traces and utterly refuse to
remaie n ap :osbtutiom whers the regulations are
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severe or the atmosphere cheerlesz  They reahze, too,
the natural ¢oroltary of all this—that the ficat esscntial
for suceess 15 fo make the Home 24 attractive as
poasible and as howielthe 1o atmosphere, thal force of
examiple ond a hopeful concentration npon deawing out
the latent good 1m ther charges ate far more poweriul
agenis For regeneralion than continnal suppression and
upan the feed of past t

Where all possible liberty consstent with  the
neecseary precautions of the work 12 permatied to the
girls, wod rellanee upon a sensc of hoooor and a
realization of Lhe cbligatory naiure of a protuse s
anbatituted for the donbeful seconty of bolte and bars,
it 13 found that, not enly 18 the atmosphere of an
mmstitution & bupper and a Lealttuer ooe, but the
reanlta acheved also are bly enbanced

When thase resy Lle for relig: hing also
move with the tunes and realize geoerally—as they
zircady do bere and therc—that the old regad and
didastie taethods must inewvitably the way of the
bolts aod bers, grving place to wider interpretations
ard a code more closely cortelated 1o the Facts and
difficulties of everyday hie, then 3 real forward move.
meat will be m progresz on the apmtual side both i
the Homes and outside them




CHATTER VII

Agrs of wemen ood garls dradt wiph—Numberd b Yorrw

cF — Crelecnl  gpes — Fery  young  giels — Types

wmorent giels, first offenders, proshunles, nuwarried
netliers, wmentally afincted

Ur to this pont we lave conmidered chielly the
Voluptary Homes and Agepocs, thor  varjung
charaeteristics and methods of working  We wll now
turn to & more infimate view of the girls and women
with whom they deul—those already caught 1n the
maly stream but arresled on ther journey towarda the
lip of the maclstrom

An impertant aspect of the whole problem of rescue
work 15 connected with the ages of the mrls who have
need to enter the Homes  If 2 careful analysis of
ages shoald be found to give rehable evadence that a
maral lapse 15 more Iiltly te eoccur doting sty

ricular nﬁr-pt:ﬁ‘md or periods, such evidence may he
cund to throw some hight w the question of
causative agents, and posably also to suggest gsefyl
preventive precantions that might be taken

Unfortunately 1t has nol been possible to glean full
wiformation regarding the ages of those otullnng the
Homes, sunce records of this kmd are not kept at
every 1astitutiol  Information s actually avalable
concerming a total oumber of 3,437 girls and women
remdent at Homes of all types dunng ome period
of Lwelve mopths, this should gve 3 suffciently
represcatative 1odicatten for our putpose It muat
be remarked, bowever, that the zpes of applicanta

93
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at Homes of diverse types paturally show wvery
comxderable variation

It 15 berter to exclyde the Emergency Ilomes from
any considerstion of this matber of ages, sibct oo
records of this kiod are kept at the large Comaon
Lodgmg Housea and the figures taked from other
Emergency Homes cannet therefore e representative
There 15 uhdtubledly a high percentage of slder wemen
to be found 1m these shelters

After carefnl comsideration fve age-periads were
taken a8 the basts of the invesugation  These were
Tader FBATR | 1o twenty-two, Lwenty-
two to twenty-five, twemiy-five to thirty, over thirty
years  More than one-thitd of the whele oumber of
grls bere conaidered were uoder mireteen years of age
and almast two-thirds mere under trenty-imo  This
applhes to a general average embracing all Homes
crcept the Imergency Homes  Lookng at the
Maternsty Homes separately we find a S]ﬁ:rﬂ:c:
Here there are by far the gresler nutnber belween
tipeteen and twenly-two, while the other age-petiods
show {arly even numbers, with a vety decaded drop
after the age of tharly  ‘The figures for those Homes
dealing wuth venereal disease exhubit an altost exact
paralle] te those for the Matermty Homes  More
than threeguarters of the girla resident at the Long.
stay and ventive Ilomee were, as might e
cxpected, onder moeteen years of age  The Hgures
for Homes of other types do not shew any featntes of
aiable interest

“The oly cenclusion which thay yustifiably be drawn
from the above 1 the perhaps obwous one that the
mest dangerous age-period probably Lies—varying with
the ndivideal—between the age of rather less than
mueteenn and aboul twentyiwe This, of course,
conodes bmd!’y with & period of full physicdogical
Tovel L s short

a 1 hroad]y s
of the sge of £l acquisition of those mental
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faculties whose fogction it 15 to control too belster-
otz phymdogical tendencies and mhibit danperoms
amn]

pulees
The development of the various phases in man
of womlan tay be set down 1o erder as—physical

ey, rale witality, the emctiomal reprodec-

hve  fag rtsponsl indiadeality, they are

accom by thewr respective atttibutes of—
oOnSe self - consc

responsiality of * comsmience ' in the order gwen
and they normally depatt in the reverse order, thus
accounting, among other thimgs, for the phenomencn
comtionly knosn as ‘' second childhood £ az well as
cerlain other srresponsible phases of ofld age which to
some extent affect our problem  Durog development
ihey to gome exlreut wer]ap the ooe with the giher,
for pl and 1 mstinct
i not mma]l Eull} resent prmr o the armval of
at least some degree ofthc controlliog mentality, but
the latter 15 often somewbat retarded—just as the
formet may be somewbat advenced—and o any case
bas oot yet assumed ats full foree st a stage when
the sexanstinet 15 completely developed  These
faris give the psychological reason why the penod
of putetty 1z leble to prove anm uncottrolled and
dangerous age

In more m!loqulal lanpuage one might say that the
boly or girl 18 owing wp " but has wot get
" fearned sense ¥ This for the majoriy of people 15
2 sufficient statement of the position, but the root of
the matter lics o reality far deeper Tt 13 possible,
without descendmg, as the medern fashion 18, 1nto
the bewildering by-patha of psyche-analyais, to ohtain
a conose clementary conception of tge Process of
unfoldment of the emctional and ments] facelhes and
this will belp ua both to prepare agamst the danm:rs
latent o normal o and
far more clearly, and ‘make due nl]uwancus for,
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certain  abmormal manifestatnna which we  aball
eugounter

It 13 hoped that an examanation of this absorbing
snhject at 2 later stage [Chapter XIV) will lead ua
snll further slong the path of wadersanding, 1t 18
tonched upen here because of i3 iotimake coneechion
with the question of penilons age-penods

Ancther, and more obwious, reason why the sges
referred to must be regarded as chibical 16 that in very
many cases mrls—and youiks alse—at ghout this time
beatine pattialy or wholly emancipated from pareatal
conttol and commence to catn thear own lving atongst
eonditions of greater hberty This factor, comedimg
with these referred Lo above, tends to render more easy
the indulp of any uod bl {

There |3 among rescoe workers an opipion, which
appears to be w]Ffmdl:d, that the girls entening the
Homes are on the whole younger than those received
befote the war  The average age of grls dealt
with by the Women Police dutmg zg2r was about
twetiby-one

A sigtuficant featare 15 the aumber of young
chidren who form o part of the problem esc are
found both gt the Homes dealing with venercal deeease
apd at the Malernily Homes, two of the latter now
reserve thewr accommodation entirely for very young
unmarred mothers

Tt 19 probable that, if the facts concermmg (hese
very young gorls were more widely koows, and the
magnitude of the evil recopnized by the peoeral pubhe,
thete wouid be a stropg movement towstds reform
and, modentally, a demand also for the more drastic
punishment of persons found pulty of offences against
chatdren

It 15 certainly a diffcelt matter to oblan complete
wformation regarding the ages of the prls and women
at the Homes, but 1t 1a found to be almost 1mpossible
lo gain a relisble mdication as te the proportons m




ob MORAL EVIL IN LONDON

which the diffierenl types arc tepresented  Age s,
after all, a defimte thing, and although false apes may
be stated 1o a few cases, the general average »a mot
hkely for this reawn 10 le falsihied

Types

It 15 found that, whes ab allempt s wade o
ascertaul a girl"s character and past instary, a erop aof
falsehoods 15 very often the frst frons of mgory
The true facts are more likely to come 1o bght 1 dus
course when the girl has been 1o the Home for some
nme, and the astute mowron therefore osoally relies
maore gpon her ewo gquiet oheervation and udgrest
thao npon the question direct

It 15 important for the rescne worket to koow ag
early ax possible whether the applicant 1% an wnocent
girl enpsed 10 matal daoger, & girl wha has done
wrang but 13 nal a prastileke, or an occasiaeal or
hatntyal prostiute  Rescarch has, therefore, been
undertaken regarding the relative prevalence of these
three tvpes at the Homes It may be assomed that
those at the Preventive Homes are all of the first
type, nhele those at the Moternely Ilomes are eeacly
all of the sevomd, very few prostitutes allowing
themselves to becothe pregnant  The preat Emergency
Homes again give us no mformation ot the question
of types since such qnformation g here unebtatnable

A ¢conmderable amannt of the inedental emergency
accommodatian previded by Iiames of ather tvpes 1s
made use of by unmarnied women, pregnant o with
babies  Smee some Homes exclude this type of
appheant there can be ne doubr that there 15 2 need
either for more accommedation of this kind or for &
more cffective orgamzation of that already exishog
It 15 defficoit to 1mapne a more phable plight for
a young woman thap that of bewng discharged from a
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hospital or infirmary, or amwag 1n Louden with her
illepnbimate baby, without frends, aod not kmowing
where bo fizd shelter for bersell of her child  She
may appeal to the Peliee or to others and teseive
well-meant but ofien imaccurate advice 3od jnforma-
twn, but 1m Lhe present state of the provision n
London it 15 exeeedingly hikely that she will pursue
many false trails and walk the streets for henrs before
she s Foally admitted  Her postion will ot be
rendered any the less difcalt of it should Lhappen that
she has been dlsch.arﬁed on ibe tenth day after
confinemesl, which 1£ the rule enforced at some of the
Tyipg-1m 1nstitutiogs
At those Long-stay Homes nhere the work 12 ot
confined to prevention, girls and women of the second
type mentioned above—immoral but not prostitutes—
are largely represented, and hete, of course, true
rescoe work of a very valuable kend s carred out
with these mote bopeful ¢ases during their long penod
of obstrvation and tremung, a small pumber of
reclaimed prostilutes 1% glso found at these Homes
At the resdential Hostels there are found more of the
innocent gurls than those meeding reclamatcn  This
would at frst seem a lude ditlicult to waderstand,
sinca there are certamly large nombers of meclanmed
guls earming  low  wages uhD would  find  thos
natel of the greatest
assrstance 10 ther dificult straggle agzinst temptation
The explanation probably lies 1o the fact that, with
the exception of tﬁe large Emergency Hostels, “which
afe not attractive as a permancot resdeneg, thers i
hardly any snch accommodabion available for respec-
table gurls earmog wages in any of the more ceatral
paris of London  (There are, of coorse, many
Hestels of more expensive type for respectable gurls
and woren, hot these are not bemg considered here |
A great deal of the preventive wotk carmed out iz
concerned with grls who may oot bave exhibited apy
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immoral sex-tendences at sll  They may be pirls
iyad. oo probatisnh or temand—from
Police Ceurts o Pnsons, snd convicted of variona
nffences, some are gerls whose perents have been
ungble to keep them woder contral and have ssot them
mate a Home for disciplinary trmung.  Others have
been retnowed from sordul or dangerous smrronndimgs
or from the tnflueace of undearsble pareets
Work upon buman material of this kind w obviously
of the very greatest value m the preveslion of an
indeterminate quantity of future el
Agam, some (Dexperienced, ignorant, or merely
Foalish and ad ous girls, are d {rom the
danEg’ers of street-loatering and warmed by the matrons
of Emergency Shelters or Short.stzy Homes 35 to the
riska they are roonmng, they arc often assisted also
10 whatever practical way may be necessary  Among
these are often foond eountry girls who have mgrated
to London unsder a islss 1mpression = to the con-
drtiong, of emplayment or otherwise, that they would
meet there, others have been led by bad companions,
ar decerved by the reading of cheap, sensational fiction
or by musleading film stomes  Huch girls are ofien
surpmsed and a?ﬂmnﬂ when thewr very real dangers
are revealed to them, and easily persuaded to teturn

Amtostp the secotid type consedered—thoss whe have
detie wrong but are not prostitutes—there are very
many who a]ppear to bave an ingramed tendency
Lowards maorz, ]ax:lé; There t= strong evidence that
this 1= largely to Be accounted for on the score of
mental instablity, mamfesting 1 varweus forms apd
degrers of severity, this questron 1s more fully deale
with elsewhers  Girl: and women of this secand type
are often fonnd to be those of a highly emohonal, tut
by no meres swiogus, patore who have yelded to
temptation apon 2 sudden impelse, while under the
influence of stimulanis, or have been betrayed by a
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man under promise of marri Othets bave, from
thear earliest years, been foreed to live 1 surroundings
where 1mmarahty 13 condoned, or whert condutions of
hng reader iracy almost an

unknewn luxaty and purity in girl or boy difficult o
retain

Agam, Lhere are some whe attnbute thewr downfall
to having furmed too easy friendships with men of
low moral stavdard  Some of these are girla anth few
friends v London, who find themsclves oppressed by
at intolerable sense of Inneliness when they return to
thesr lodgings after the day's work  This dnves
them o seck  cotopans p apd distraction o
undesirable ways

A small proportion, presttuably those in whom the
maternal wmstinct 15 abnormally strong, assert that the
desite to have a chuld 13 responsmble for their action
Many experleticed restue workers appear to doeht the
bong fides of girls who give ths as a reason, suppesting
that 1t 9= put forward wmerely az a plaumble justifica-
tion Te e probable Lhat there are exceedingly few,
iF amy, gitls who feel the maternal instinet so
pewerfully that, estimating the chances of marmage as
small, they would deliberately put themeelves 1o the
way of becoming mathers of llegmimate chuldren,
regardless of the stigma attaching to Lheir action
and all the difficulties and respensibilities 1nvolved
Neveriheless, from evidence of varous kinds, the
wrter 13 conwineed that the maternal instinct does 1n
some cased play a very | , even predomnant .
although its mﬂn:nl:trym:;g:l the h;e he Nma]g‘mt‘
whelly subliminal, and only recogmazed later 85 2
facter weakrmng inhtion © Experience also shows
that some grla, when therr baby arrives, are most
amenable 1 therr conduct, very happy, and usually
show no further tendency towards immorahty © they
kave recorved that which they had subcomsciously
greatly desired
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It 15 cbweus that, wath the exceplion of these who
may be mentally unstable, most of the girls and
women 1ncluded 1o the above clasuficabion arc quite
normal and 1 of the ¥
wha, titough some onfortunate nedent or combina:
tioh of circumstances, have lapsed from the geoerally
accepted way of moral rectitude They atre often mare
to be regarded as unfortunate thas unpriocipled, more
=imned against—eiber by an individual or by sociewy
as 2 whole—than siuming

Tt 15 cqually obvious that they cammot 1 these

ligh d days be regarded, as some sanct
peaple wonld st wish to rcgard them, as a class
apart—-of 2 isumethy Yower caste than ordinary people
“Utna 13 realized with added foree wheo we remember
that Lhe ranks of the eard " ordimery people ™ m
London certasnly 1aclede maoy tmes the number of
mdividuals whose motal teidenaes and actions differ
only [rom those of the 1y||‘ae of girl here considered 1m
the mmgle detayl hat the former happen to aword
duscovery

Faortunawely the peneral trend of rescue work w-day
15 towards a broad and human outlook and sympathetic
treatment, the few rematmng stronghoelds of the old-
fashioned schoo] are being surrovnded, and wiil sot
long survive

The third type of woman—the proshilote—we have
already conzudered {rom ome pomt of view  She g3
met with comparatively nbregoently among  the
trie Rescue Homes, but when she doce appear,
anodher aspect of ber character and hie 15 Tevealed
Prosututes do frequently eoter the Short.stay and
Emergeacy Homes , 1t 12 usually without any infenlion
of as dadd far recl 1om , they more
often apply in bad weather, late st mght, when they
have been unsuccessful ab plymg ther trade, and
uspally depart the follvwing mortmg

Matrons of the Short-stay Homes have, thersfore,
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I exereme special vipilance over the residepts, sitce
one womrat of this kind, drifting 1n from the under-
world of the streets, can, by her talk and uaregenerate
adviee, adversely rmfloence and unsettle less expen-
coced guels, and 1o a very short time undo much of the
good whieh has been aclueved

A very lew prostitutes wiho hecome pregnant, awd
an equelly small sumber of those suffering from
venereal disease whe are foned o take gdvantage of
the help offered, are sutably cared for in the Homes,
and often mfluenced to tai"e up an honest calbing
Occamopally a prostitute will enter a Bescue Home,
whethet her owen free will or after contimuous
petsuasion by a worker, with the defimte 1ntention of
chapging ber sy of Life  These women, who 1n some
cased may have spent as wmuch as wen years of ther
hiyea on the streets, often do exceedingly well, a
number of thew are hapmly marned o due course and
afterwards hive mscful and virtuons lives

Fhe fact that a woman often becomes 2 prostitute
under pressure of crcemstances and an sprie of 2
realization of the degradation of her callmg, 18
mstanced by the efforte that these women will some-
times make to prevent a young gitl [rom going astray
It 15 fiot an nakoown thig for a [restitute 1o approach
n rescor worker, who, professiomally at least, can
scarcely be regarded by her as & fnend, and ask ber
o use her influcnce upon & voung acquumtance who
15 [ollewimg an srregular bfe  Simmilarly, they wall
sometimes confide 10 the Police  The evnic might he
mebtied to suggest that fear of competibon supphes
sufficient motrve for such acbion, but those who are
maozt clesely 1n towch with Lthe cuiumstances know
that the motrve 15 alirustic

On ke other hand there 15 no doult thet hardesed
prostitutes often ltke to make a Friend of a more
1nmocent gu'l and to imtate her into thetr ovn way of
hmimg 1dvr women, tou, very often petsmade youmg
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girle to adopt the immoral life and traan them i its
technrque N o

It 1£ reported that progtituies in exceptional cases
¢arn s much as Sfteen pounds to twenty-five pounds
per week, the takings for an sndindual act of
1mmorality naually vary, according to the distract and
the type of woman copierded, from half-acrown to
fve poopds or more More than ome ipstance has
be¢n Enown of a preshitute wawntpmng her son or
daughter at 2 good public school.

An mg sidehigh 1 the paized castes
exushing wiihin this trade Progtation 15 grven in
the words of ooe of themaclves who admitted Lbat
she waz a " professional *' She classed ber fellow
unfortungtes ag follows " The mpper class—those
who work 1m Socety, the muddle class—the ordinary
prostitote, the lower class—the dirty, rotten fittle
stregtgir} who ooght to be burat

The oomarned methets revmived at the Veloolary
Hetmes are—apam with the exception of those who
may be judged to be 10 some degree mental cases—
almest all of the type descnibed above as quuic
otdimary members of sotiety who are more unfortunate
than uepracipled  From the rescue worker's poet
of view they are usually very hopeful cases to deal
with  The bearieg of an sllegitrmate child brings
home to them 1o the most forcitle manoer possible 1he
sertousness of their action, and usually leaves them 1o
a very impresmicnable state of mund, ready (o respond
to the helpful influences of the Home

The arnval of the baby 18 also chserved to have a
valuahle effect upon the character of the mother At
first 1t may not i every case be weleomed, but usually
m g very short hme the matermal 1ustioct prevais,
and many a girl who, before the barth of her ehld,
was of an trresponsible nature, steadies down and
becomes w devoted mother, gacnficing her own small
luxores and comforts for the pood of the child  This
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well-established good effect exercised by the baby opon
the character of the yousg unmarried m{ul er wl_
perhaps the strongest possmible argument m favour ol
the methods adopted at those Homes where mather
and ¢hild remam together for a considerable time—
several months at least—after the armval of the hab
It is also an equelly strong argument ageiost tl
pelicy of adophion, which remioves the mother at an
eatly stape from coutact with her chald apd relieves
her of all sense of respomnmbility also, the resolt
of this arrangement upon a certaln type s mot
uncommonly that she haz anmotber illegpmmate child
forthwith

Tt must be remembered tbat many of these girls
who enter the Matermaly Homes 1o 3 pregpant
condibipn are pirly wha are earming their own Jinag,
and one of the outstanding difficulties of the work i
that of persupding the purls to beave their occupations
m good tume before therr confinement, and to remam
away for & reasopable penod afterwards  Although
they may be willing to mect the matron's wishes 1n
this respect they are often unabie to afford the senous
loss of wages iowolved This conmderabion alse
undoabiedly partly aceounts For the fact noted above
that mahy gmtls make their own arrangemietits when
ikey are able to do s, o order that they may avod
what they regard as a waste of tine speal at the
Homes

There are undoebtedly ndwndoals who are mest
stuecessiolly treated as '"ontsude rases ' 3f the wsmue
wotket 15 able to keep very closely 1 touch wath them,
but this 15 an undemirable arrangement wilh any bat
girls of exceplional type of Orcumstaoces  The
general policy of the Homes s to retain those whe
enter for as long 3 petiod as they need help or adwice,
or for 45 long as 1t 1 Judged thet the rofluence of the
Home, and the tremmg gtven, will prove bepeficial

Those unmarned mothers who apply to the
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Voluntary Hemes for help 1o thetr trouble are, of
coprse, oaly a propartion of the total nomber of wapen
10 all grades of socicty who find 1bemselves 10 aumilar
plight  In the case of women of means and education
provate arrasgements are vsmally made Therr
nothing te meel thewr nmesd to be found at the
Matermty Homes  Some go abroad for their conbite-
ment, others assume 3 wedding-nag and enter a
Matermty Nursing Heme, allowang it to be understond
that they have 8 hosband abtead  The balees are
usmally advpted

Even atoung the class of pgurls we are chielly
vousideting, aty, as we have szeen, aveud the
voluntary imstiulions aliogether and have thewr con-
finements 10 thewr own howmes, 31 the homes of ther
frieads, or 10 matermity hospitals  These thus forfert
the benefit of any meral 1nluezce which the Voluntary
Homes might bring to bear

Mental Dasobilriy

We have considered above 1n some detagl the various
types of the garls and women found 1 the Volunary
es 5o far as 1t 1 pessibie to classafy Lhem
according o age, characier, expertegre of [ife and
case of othermse of reclamation  There iz alao,
utfortuealely, an atinbute of these women which
Trrbend ] b 3 very derable prop
of mdividuals of all s and types—that of menta]
imstability or abnormality  Special establisbments
are, of course, 1n for the acr Jation of
these who are ' certifiabic ¥ mases of menta] defect or
insatily, @part from these there 13 2 very large
number of upeertifiable or *' border-hne ** cascs
In the opinon of the writer the mdmaduals sa
afficted should be reﬁ:srded af 4n tabirely separate
and disminel type of class, and where the dsatality 12
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pressnt i any marked, but agan not certifiable,
degres, ap cHort choald be made to ptovide special
treatment or comrel It 15 ooy taght to state here
that this opimcn 15 ool supported by certamm well-

uahfied experts who for years have Deen 1o the
Elastst possible tourh with medical, social and pubhe-
health aspecls of the problew  On the ether hand
there are cthers of equal expencoce who wal] probably
apree with the wiews berein expressed—and euch are
more particutarly to be found amongst these dealiog
dairectly with girla apd women, esther 1o the
Homes  themselves or at certmn of the central
disttiboting  offices of the larger agenaes  Ths
appears to be one of those vety difficelt questions upon
which expetts gre uttable to find a basis of egrecment
It 15 sugprested Uhat Uns Jailure may be due 1o the frst
place to the lack of & conerete defittion and hmulstion
of the mauwn ter involved, secondly ta 2 Twose, popular
interpretabion of the terms which  are  aclually
employed, and the fact that the lom b5 protably
merr one of degree than of kimd |, thirdly 1o uasaentific
mcthods of study of the farts and report upon the
results on the part of those werkers who are most
closely m touch with the aflicted mdividuals, bar are
naturally nol necessanly aliemsts or tamed abservers,
atd are, mofeover, very much cicupied with pressing
dutes

The wntet, having wisited & gieat number of the
Voluntaty Homes 10 London, talked with the super-
intesdents and matrons, and cheerved the jnmates, 1
eotirely comwinced that rhe atttibute, which he wonld
prefer metely to desctibe as ™ menta] abnormahty,"
13 3 mosk potent and wndespread factor affecting the
livez of those who ate found 1n the Homes, and
moreasing to n very great degree the diliculbes of
rescug work  This concluzion has been armved at as
the result of observation and the emplatic and almaost
umversal—gf not always concisely expressed—teab-
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maony of ihose gmest closely 1 toock with the gicls and
women concemned It 18 also supported a pron by
the known close wnber-relation and 1nter-action between
the two most ttaportanl drative futctions in the buman
brung—those of the sexual crgans and the braun

And the extstence of thus relation 15 established, oot
merely by the patient researches and re-fiscoverics
the comparatively yoothiul, and rather orer-confident,
medical erience oFyuhz pu'r_r.cnt ery but, 3e we shall
hepe to show 1n a later chapter, by fum catal Farts
of hfe and evolubion, and the teachings of anccot
wislom

Let the reader, who may fee] sceptical of the inter-
relation of the human creative m'gans a_ssened nbuve,
adimnt the as
I he will do thns he wil] agree that it would come, oot
as a surpnise, but a5 a thing to be expected, 1o a
communiy such as that of the uofortunate women 1m
the Voluntary Homes, a great number of whom
dlsplay asa Icadmg emonmlal charactenstic an oadue

and of the gex-

funetion, that that ather part of the creative orgamzs-
twon—that iostrument of the ' divoe spark ' an
bhomanity—rthe braim—sbould sumilarly be found m
some way abmormal

It 15 not = sted that either aboormalty as the
catise of the “ﬁg both may be collateral effects of &
mefe deep-seated cause, this also will be considersd at
a later slage, among other theoretical suggestions, the
facts as encountered being presented here

Those whe deny Lhat mestel abnormality s a
serious factor accompanyimy moral laxiky most ustally
advance the following srgument

" We are note of ug quile sate upos all ponts and
at all times, the world would be a wery dull place af
we were  Also, smamity atgelf 15 a thiogp which it s
itposmtle exactly to define, 1t 15 telative to a ende of
behaviess based on the average conduoct of the majority
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of people undet mwven condibots  ‘The gmtls and
wornen at these Homes may be a hitle eceetittie 1
some ways, but they arc aot oecessanly * mental
vou sl find as sl wdynidual BCEEIAFILY 11 aimost
any group of ormai n a
school or @ chub, for example
This 1a a1 fizat sight a plavsible statement of the
pomiticn  Its weakuess hes m the fact that even
assuming—what s net for & moment admatted by the
wnter—that the mettsl abnormality o stcentnogaty
found amwhgst the immales of the Hotpes differs ou
whit 3t e root thol observable by the man in the
street ameongst iz friends or acquaintances, the
dufference 10 extent 1s verﬁ« marked indeed  Of one
duals normal i, five or tem,
at a igh estimate, may pcr{aps be classed as muldly
cicentrae o ome way or ancther At the Volumtary
Homes the percentage so deseribable 35 very much
gher stideed, and the affiction 15 often by no means
mild, this surely indicates that the Homes, by the
very pature of thewr wotk, bave ientably sifted 1ato
theit widespread network chiefly those who are By
nature wore or less wentally abnormal and for that
very rpason find themgelies o moral dificubiies
‘121:& facts that fellow ot least go Lo confirm thua
supposition, and 10 suppert Lhe sugeestion that some
very speclai prowision 15 needed for (he treatment of
the large class of those gurls and somen whe are
mentally abnormal
Ar each of the Homes wvisited duming the Survey,
mqmry waa made a5 1o avy teodepcres of this kind
m the girls and the estimated exteat of such
abummahhu In very many cases the jmiormation
was vulunheemi at an, early slage n the ccmversation,
1.7 of
the subject In a very far ‘pmpm‘hon of the Hemez
it was reported that a Iugh reentage of the girls
dealt with were found to be suffering from some F‘I
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of mental disatality, vareusly desenbed as © queer,”

"wanting,” * lacking w contrel,” * baving a kink
somewhere,” ' an ungovernable temper,” *' low
mentaliey *

1o some cascs it was soggested theat sach women
who came to the Homes represented the faures 1z
thewr parlicular miode of lfe—those whose patural
mental capacity wis mot sufficent to enable them
either to support themsclves hooestly or aved the
prtfalls of ae irregular Lefe

Estumates of perceatages o regard to these matters
mrz apt to be dangerously misleading, o oo reliable
statistcs can be compiled therefrom A rough idea
a8 to the opmon of workers generally cap, bowever, be
obtamed from the fact that, where estimales were
offered, the percentage judged to be mentally abaormal
was never below 40 per cent , w=nally between so per
cent god fo per rent , while more than a few cshmates
ran s higk as go per cent

It should be bered thal thas refers
to those gitls and womea who were sctually rescoe
cases, or those 1n whom undestrable moral tendenacs
had Leen revealed , 1E 35 not concerned with the bulk
of the young preventive cazes on the one band, or with
dc]f:imte-ly certufiable cases of mental dehciency on the
uther

Such ewdence seems to leave Lnde room for
douht that the women at the Rescne Homes, ag a
clagy exhiixl an unduly jugh proportion of mentgl
abmermality of a degree which canmot be adeguately
descrbed merely as " eccentrioty ¥ Whether ot be
permussible  therefrom to deduce that a  definate
conneciion exisls between meontsl abhormality and
moral LUJTTY ) 1 which may
for the present be left open

The really important matter 1t that 1t should be
teahzed Lbat such abnormality or deficency does exist
to an alarmicg exdent, acting a5 a potent foree to
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kamper of ceunternct the efforts of workers, and tha
no sffertive schetme has as yel been dewised, or
provision  made, for the best trestment of ke
indwiduals 5o aficted  The proportion of such cases
passing through the Homes 13 a matier for
roncern  The reclamation of a normally mt:lhg:nt

ar] whe has been given to wrongdomg 15 ofken 8
ﬁlﬂimlt matter :nmg}: requining prolonged effort by
exhortation, argtiment, and the forve of example on
the part of the worker  If the ] be but half-oertied,
or leds, it 18 obvious that moch of e lesson will mias
its mork, or be forgotten a9 scon as learned, or driven
casly from remembranee a5 so00 as the grl leaves the
Heane and eocpunters agan the distractions and
temptations of the outside world

And this 15 whatl actoally bappens  Fot example,
a garl of this type, who has had an iliegihimate baby,
may be dull and stugnd and intractable while m the
Home, or she mav be docile and eamly led by the
mfvence of the moment In edber case it 15 often
mpossibie to wake any lastungy impression upon her
character. The §1r1 ]eaves the Home, elther mentally
ncutral Lo s playing
enthusiasm and desire to Tun straght in the future—
and comes again 1o due ¢ourse to this Home or anather
with the same trouble upen her  She 1< intnogcally
facking 1o the power of sohbition, deminated by the
demre of the moment, she s wotterly unable and
unsuited to manage the condnct of her own Life 1 a
world where the eelechon of the nght or wrong path
hes withn the diseretion of the mdividual

15 4 large nomber of mrls and women of this

type—both matermty and othet cases—who are 10
this manoer playing © fast and loose ™' with the help
offered them, paimap lttle bemefit hemselves, and
wasting tescue efforl which mueht be directed iato
tore fertile chasnels ‘Therr affiction 15 not grave
enongh o jusufy therr bewng certified tnder any




110 MORAL EVIL IN LONDON

mental category which allows of their detention or
contrel, ner, for olher rezgong, 18 gt desicable that th:y

should be 1 for the
nﬁlcl.ed ‘They copsbitute a very grave hndrance to
the progress of the work and thew nght treatment 1z
a mosl closve and diffienlt problem of the first
it 3l

This problem, indeed, would seom to be coe of the
wiost utpent that demand albention from any official
or semy-official body interceted in the whole question
of rescue wark [t 13 sugpested that & solubion could
posgtbly be fonnd in the proveston of self-supporting
lraymtg and andestnal estabhishments, preferably
silealed 1o the country, or Sarm colomwes, managed
somenhat e the hines of industnal schools, wnthoat
the least suggestion of a meotal hosputal, and per-
mithap all reascuable hberty to the iomatez  Such
egtablishiments would need to be managed Ly those
quahbied to cope with the spemal problems that wonld
arise, both from the peculinr mecta] condmion of the
patls, and the difficulty of malang an econorme snccess
of an vndertghiog employing workers of lunibed
cfficieney

The need 15 indicated for o painstalong ingmry,
both as to the cxtent and real pature of the alleged
mental abnormalily pmaﬂ.mg. and a careful explm—
ticn of the possible of dealing Wy
and permanrnuy with these very difficelt cases




CHAFTER VILI

Oecupations  of  wwales—Domeste; s(nmnu_or;g:ns—
roporban of Londem  gorls, cosnivy  grls, g
arla—itmedialy sources

AFART itom the varens types iote which these gicls
and women cin he daﬁ)ﬁer 1t wil be of mtersst o
the wquirtng reader o learg from what eccupations,
and what levels of socicty they are chiefly drawn, also
to discover wheare thase grls 10 the London imstitu.
tiens originate, and through what chanaels they reach
the Homes

With pagard to eccupations, therc can be go doubt
whatever that the vast majonty of the grls 10 the
Restue IHotoes come frone, and relern to, domestie
service  There 1@ alsy an gppreciable proportion of
factary workers, wartrestes, shop asmistants, clecks and
bumness girls  There are comparatively few of the
professional clgsses, hut snme agtresses, purses and
otbets are found  Many bave no ecoupaticn

At the Freventive Homes most of the garls received
arc too young to have had any occcopation, those at
Lhe rescae absbiiutions deschbed as of no ocrupation
are exther prostitutes--a very small number—eor pirls
who have been living at lmme wilh thewr parents

The great il the strvant
tlass 13 a fact which calls for closer examimation, m
order that its troe signeficance may be sscertymed A
tiumber of diverse influences nadogbtedly operate and
awell the numbers ¢lazsified uuder thie head:ni The

e VETy

first facter that suggests isell 15 obvioesiy
1
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rest gumber of gmrls and women employed 1m
pmestic serviee oo Loodom  The desorption of
domestic servant also 16 made to 1nclede grls and
women of ecomomic status varving From that of well-
paid cooks and parlour-maids 10 the bouses of the well.
1o-do o that of unfortunate * general "* drudges in the
lowest clagn of beardimg-h Creat duser
18 therefpre necessary 10 making deduchions regarding
the economic or ether factors affecting this very dieerse
class

It 15 probable that many girls of poor abilily and
low ecomemic value, whe hawe held ve Tewr
positions, and those oaly for a short time, girls whe
may even have been on the streets al times, will
desiribe  th | when g i az d
servants

The above two cansiderations tend to muitate against
the superficial conclusion that the targer onmber of
domestic servants 1o the Homes mdicates that gurls i
this cceepation are morally mere lax than others, or
more subjected b0 temptatron  They suggest that the
farts may be accounted for on Lbe store of numbers
or termmalogy  Oun the other hand there vadoubtedly
ate factots beaming apon domestic serwce whieh pount
towards special duficufiies and dangers connected with
this work

Many of the gurls have no bomes of their ows, or
are far rl:m,nveg‘ from them, some find the work
cxcecdingly monatonous  The Liviog conditions an
some private hooses are unsatisfactory asd  the
temptabions and oppottumties for wrongdoing often
greatfy accentuated, this ap}ﬂ:us with added force also
to the onditwons in some of the kess reptitable hotels
and boarding-houses

It 15 mpossible, therefore, 1o ofier, wnthoot further
wquiry, & reliable explanation of the lgh figures
obtmtied for this accupation A mote detaled research
would perhaps briag to Iight interesting and ymportant
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facts, but it wonld prove an excesdiogly dafficnlt task,
and 1t 18 unlicely that the reanlta obiaed would
Justify the time and effort expended The 1mportant
thing seems to be that wo Imzly ar jlljudged com-
clumon should at this stage be drawno from the rather
stnlung, but not necessanly very smigmficant figures
avatlable
In goeupatioms other tham demeatic gervice the
conditions are undoubtedly sometimes most unsatis-
factory  Thus applies particulatly to the conditicns of
of many in the more papular,
as well as the bess pretennious, restanreots an tear
shops 1o Lhese estabhishments the wages pad are
aften msuficient to cover the bare cost of Living o
even the most hemble lodgpogs  They cortaunly lesve
wo warg@in for the provision of reasonable small
Tuxurwes or oecessary relaxation  Gorls are lapgely
dependent upon a fortuitons harvest of gravutes for
the sugmentatia of thoir meagre wages  IF this
fails they are altnost daiven to resort to llepbmate
means of makig monsy or of jeceringy soMle excite
ment and relaxation i reheve the momotony of ther
existence I bas been mawntaimed by those interested
that the amouni that waitresses revelve weekly 10
gralurtyes 13 by go means ancertain, that @ gl who s
pad a wage of 78 o 108 &4 casily makea thiz up to
305 or £z 10 tips  Evem 1f this be truc—and apart
from the miquty of s system wadsr which the
penercmsly disposed among the pubhe pay, m effect,
for the sttendance avmlable for all—t 1= obvmus]y
unndesicable that so lugh a percentage of a pirl's wages
should be depedenl opon the smooth werkang of the
law of averages, and Lhat, 18 the event of 3 bemporary
fatea 1o that law, ber mpLDycrs should be able to
desclarm all habihty beyood the ancertan pittance
promded A good working plan 15 the pocling of all
maney taken 10 gratuibies o be shared ont among the
staff at the eod of the week, w being agreed that af
) 4
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there be any deficit below a certan smemnt, 1t shall
be made by the mai 113

anmegfodgnr]s who wm'E 1o offites as tymsts or
cletks seetn usually to be more generousiy treated, but
thase employed a9 assigtante 10 the large businesa
beuses and stores are agmn o many cases very
ungeneronsly paid

The whole question of cmployment condibkons 15 &
wide ope, there 12 oo doubt that the wages pad 1o
wany tradez are b;nd the F w
earn Ooney or its b F 18,
th:m{m‘tgyaggnvnt:a + the opportumity also 1o certain

1 - liy p H

This 15 a subjéct very iotupately connected wth
out problem—one of the maimn corrents which may be
set exthor towards the maclstrom or away from it
according to whether conditions are bad or good 4
careful inguiry 15 necded before a full report can be
made or aoy usefu! action contemplated  The only
definite statement which can be made bere iz, unfor-
tunately, got ap esconraging one—io the efect that
ample evidenoe has becn met with doring the Survey
to leave no doubt whatever that a spemal mgmiry
would revesl most nosatisfactory ronditions affectin
a '.Iasg: proporhior of the woten and gir! werkers é

Jil o]

Ongms

Rrgarding the vaneus ongins of the giris and
women foand at the Homes and the channels through
which they drift 1ato the ken of the rescue workers, a
careful analysis has revealed some utexpected facts

In the first place 1t was found that almost coe-half
of the 1nmates of the London Homes ate drawn from
outside the Metropolis  This 13 accounted for to some
extent by the fact that the Preventive Homes—a large
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factor—asually accept young girls and children frem
all over Lhe country, stme of them sven recerwing mo
London gﬁ1rls et all  Apart from thes there arc
saveral infiuences governing the opmbers applying at
the London Homes At umes a big strake or lock-out
10 the prowinees will send large numbers flocking to
Londen to seck for employmeat  On the other hand,
the seasonal trades, such as hop-mcong and straw-
berry gatheting, exert a contraty 1nfuence
In addition to these Buctuating :afluences there are
various more stable factors which combine to set a
regular stream lowards Londen of the girls and women
of the types under consderauon  Their reasons for
goming arz varioys  Higher wages consbtute the
attraction for many of them, as 2lsg doey the demire 1o
"see life ' and o take advantage of the many
opportumties for amusement which only London can
ofier  Thia glamour of the Camtal falle wpon a
mulittude of men and women of all ages and ao ali
ranks of sucety, but it probably makes a2 very
particular appesl to the romeanhe and imagioatve
counity-bred giel of net very stromg character She
18 gusled by false descriptions of luife and opportutities
m London, whether conveyed by sensational newspaper
reports, clemas of romantic fiction  Under this
nfluence, weary of the monotony of her home hife and
craviog for excitement and adventure, she takes the
tlonge—m a apurt of adventyre symifar to that which
1mpels a boy to leave achool and Tup away to sea—and
perhaps finds herself before long withoot mopey and
oo the strests 1w company with 2 woman of bad
cheracter  The simpliciky and credulity of some of
these grls is remarkable , one 1nstanre was brought to
the aotice of the wnter of & young rountry gurl, feund
lotteting oo the street, who, when questioned, admatted
that in this way she bad hoped to meet *' some fine
Eenlle‘muu who weuld ask het to marty him *  Tndeed
prespect of conttsctimg a boidleot marnage—
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probably traceable agmn to the wfluemce of cheap
fichien—appears to be at the kack of the mads of quire
= nomber of these girls

There are girls alse whe have g&emto trouble 1o
Wteir homwe distracts, baving etther heen diacovered 1
wrongdomng or finding themselves about to become
mothers, who often migrate to Lendon with wery
Jimiled financia) reseurces, to hide from thewr relatives
and frends The comerse of Has of coutse sl
applics, and 1t may be added teparding the oragin
of the jptls m the London Homes thet, although
sbent balf of them appear (o be dtuwn from the
country, Where 15 so deubt that the provencte! Homes
admml a ceriaim proportion of London girls in reture

A small number of foreign women 13 found 1o the
Homesz Some of these are preveptyve cascs, such as
those who have been met on armval 1o thas country by
Tepresentaivves of ome or other of the sperial agencies
with an atermational coonection whe make 1t thew
busioess to safeguard grtls travelimg alone  Some of
these girls ate Found te be 1o possession of addresses
of bad buuses, paven Liem by some chatice acquaittance
abroad, they ate gometirnes lodged for a time in one
of the Hostels untt! more suitable arrangements can be
made (thers of these fareign wetnen ate either those
who bave dnfted soto an irregular bife or prostitutes
who have come from abroad with the definite 1ntention
of taking up thewr trade m thus country  The latter
may have been cwicted from foreign lwensed bomsea
owing to ther having cootracted venereal diggase,
many of this type are to be found o certarn districts
of Loodon, plying partwslacly boldly by day as well
ag by might ¥I'||:5e ate vety Liltle concerned wilh the
Rescoe Homes, but they sormnetimes make use of the
emergency awcommodation afforded

We have remarked eleewhere upon the destrabibity
of ensuring that the work of the Rescne Homes be
soitably made knews, 14 ondee that no gerl o mesd of



MORAL EVIL IN LONDON Ty

help shall snffer from agtiotance a2 to whers to appégl,:
ndpwe have quoted & pognast slecy sliustrating
unmecessary meatal and physical ageny which may
result frum such ignoranes

Az it tmay be assutred that Lhe greater pumber of
applicants reach the Homes through the best-informed
} Js an 1on of the diate sources
whenee the girls and women come to the Homes should
agsst ys to form an ommon upon the smportast
guestion as to the completeness and efhoency of the
present orgamzabor and distnbubion of inforaation
Figures are only avatlable for about half of the
mstitubons, since some do ool k records of thu
lond at all, detads have been collected, however,
applinpg to 3,022 individuals dealt with dunng twelve
menihs

Apart from the distmbuting and re-dsarributing work
of the reseuc agenctes themoslves, which aceruats for
abeut one-half of the above number, it appears that
the Polre and the Women Poliee were chiclly
responsible for pving the necessary wnformabion or
for personally conductng the womer te the Homea
This applies partwnlarly to the Tmergeocy Homes
An apprecsble pumber sere alse reoeved from the
Police Courts, and a veTy valuable part of the work 1s,
of course, concertied with the care of these cases
‘The hospilals passed very Many parls and women :nto
the Maternity Homes and asio those deslng with
venereal disease  Poor Law avthofibes slse took
advantage of the facrlitres offered al the Homes, and
drafred cages o them A nmmber were received from

1 50M
Pn’]'hus completes the tals of the sjmportent chasuels
through which the Homes recerve their charges A
gumber of subsidiary spurces gecount for sbowt one-
fifth of the total , for exam];le, were gent
by parcnts, relations or frends, who happened to koow
of the work of the Homes, by dectors, clergy, pansh
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workers, ot by their own employers , sthers came from
vanous chantable orgamzations or asgociabions, grls'
clubs aud vrphanag A few d j the Homes
through advertisemeats and made perscnal applicabion
From the above it appears that the means at preseal
operatmg to bring mformaton as to the avalable
fesrure prowsion e the netice of thess who may be o
feed of it are of 3 semewhat fortulous mature A
steady Bow of individusl ceses 13 observed glong 3 few
well-defined channels, for instance, from the emergency
of Police Court or hospatal work, or where distress of
the open street encounters well-inforsied utits of the
Police or Women Police These are all emergency
chatnels openiing, Like safcty-valves, only where the
mioahon 15 acute  As regards less urgent needs, end
{Ju.rely reventive work, Lhere are, of murse, sasimg
mes alomg which the necessary information 1
ted, bul the arg: 1on does not appear 1o
be by any means weil coordimated or comprebensive
Tt 13 likely that conmdetsble tiprovement conld be
efected here, and 1t 1% 8 queshon whether an sncrease
I:gﬂ:: Eﬂiclem.‘y of this rachioery w‘o'u]d =0t result 10
the V. H

y Homes hg App

ably 10 excess of the numbers with which they ate now
coglpetent to Lope

Tf i shoald be fonnd possible im the future to make
strll mote achive attempts to reach the mrls apd women
1 meed, ralher than to wait for them to discover, or
be b ht Lo, the Homes, certam detmils would seem
10 call for first commderation  There 15 at present
uodoubtedly a defimency of streel-patrol workers,
particelarly m certaue arcgs  This work 16 one of the
mest difficult forms which a restue worker can
attempt, it (= often mest distasteful also, but the
reaylts pchieved are highly Many purls
1o urgent weed, aad many others on ke wverge of the
abyss, could certaynly be reclaymed 1o this way  Sinee
the redection 1o the strength of the Women Police m
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the Mstropolis, and the wirtual ocessstwon of their
alrect-patrol work, there has been 8 very mobiceable
dimnubien m the numbers recerved at sote of the
Homes

Agamn, ibe tendency already noted for some matrons,
of Lhose Hlomes not affliated o an Agency, to work 1o

" water-tight compartments," takiog very hittle active
nterest 10 work of & smilar nature which may
going forward outiade ther immediats nerghbourhood
does oot agmst 1o the smooth distribution of cases
“The reswlt of this s that, 1f & gur] applies at a Home
whith happens to be full, or for any other feason
cannat recews her, she 13 mat glways able to ohtmn
seheble imformetion or adwee as to where to L?ly.
and may make more than coe frostless journey
she 15 taken 1

It would bably be an ad if teleph
could Le pruvnied ut i pgrester pmpm|m uf the Homes
and if conld be d:
which would be Jikel Lo wraken pmong Walrans aad
LA s a wuder L of, and 1oterest 1o,
the work of ather mstitolions  ‘The polelmnl value of
a central co-ordinating ageticy 1s perbaps as obviows
connectinn with the qoestion of contact with wopid-be

and 10k atior among the Homes

a3 1o any other branch of the wark




CHAFTER IX

Educabur  tn Mhe Homu—ﬂvwnu-nu; neghrried —
Vocational trame B f
Recreaiten  mdosr awed puidoer—Faistbie developmietts

Sawcy there are foand 10 the Homes many very young
gula as well as & large proportion of poeorly-edocated
wolnen, the guestwm of attempling the educstion of
theze types 18 of first smportance The present
provisen of this kwnd can only be descmbed as
d 1 il sod factory  Amodg
ot hundred and  Pwesty-geven Haomes, exclodayy
Emergency Shelters, there are coly twenty-two whiel
prowvide any form of gezeral educatior  This serous
position 15 wot to be ascnbed to any fanlt of those 1
¢harge of the Homes  The matrons, for the most
part, realize thas deficiency 1o the trmning provided,
byt they arc bandicapped 10 a vanety of ways o soy
attempt to 1mprove the posihon

Homes whith dea] wth 3 proportion of children
under school age artange for these o attend school
In three Homes only mstruchion 8 gtven by wsiting
London County Cowncil teachers m class subjects
—amging, hygene aod physical dnll  Other b
Jects found to be taught spasmodically bere and
there ameng the Homes are~ gemeral knowledge,
home Jagndry, Shalkespeare. peyvchology, housewdery,
making-up clathes, whie lectures on varcns suhjecta
are also mven

The above applics almeost eobirely (o thost Homes
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whete the gitle stay lwelve mooths or lenger, the
education provided at Homes of other tyges 13 almast
wl At ote Home a troop of Girl Guudes bas been
formed, and 1his has been Fonnd a most valnable asset,
from an educstive and disciphnacy pmet of view
In any eroizm of the efforts at present made to
provide education for the mmmates of the Humes three
mportant factors must be carefully consdered o
the fiest place it must be realized thal many of the
Lotg-stay Homes are dependent, a1 least 1 part, upon
the 1oeomie acerping from thewr industries of taundry
ar needlework Thaey are, therefore, quite onable to
interrupt this work for several hours 2 day 1n order
that the time may be grven op to edocabve classes,
while at the end of the day's work the girls canmot
seasohably be expected to sarmifice their lesure for
simlar purpese, This apples even mote forerbly to
the Materaity Homes whete, m addihon to the
dificulties cuthined above, the health of tmzmspecuye,
or newly.made, mather constitutes 3 further obstacle
to any attempt st od Prabably for
this reason very few Matermty Homes have any
edocational provision  Secondly, the matrons them-
selves are oot osually qualified to teach the required
subgects, and they canoet afford to any
vongiderable sums for outside assistance ?ht}'
stldom wellanformed as to the facihibes for free, Dr
muntcipally-assisted 1astruction which tay be avail-
sble and, even 1a connection witk this, speas] problems
are liable to atise owing (o the diffienlty of complymg
wth b Eramed for swud wmore normally
atuated  Thirdly—-and most serions of all—the fact
continually abtrudes 1tsell, and can sever be woored,
that a rtion of Lhese girls are often 1n an
abnormal meotal condition  Some of them are found
to be very quick and clever, others are of such Foor
mental capacity thet they appear to be quite unable to
Jearn anything wihan 2 reasemable penod, of at all
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Thia 19 the old of the nncerhiable case of
mental disabalety with which we have dealt at sotve
abowe | ot te met with at almost every turn It
has heppened thet London Cousity Coanob teachers
whe were etigaged at the Homex have been obhiged w
distontinue their classes, since they wers umable to
take any headway with ther puptls  Agam, thiz Jow
mental rapacity, of abuormality, while it s oot an
attribute of gl the pirls and women at the Homes, 19
most assuredly a very serone facter which most be
recroned with 1o any schemes which may be formaulated
for educgtioral apd woeational tramimg
Althpugh the problem of prowding  suffceat
edpeationa] tramming v the Veluntary Homes iz thug
seen to be bristhng witk diffeubhies, 1t 1s by oe means
msoluble  Frelminary soquines have been made as
to the posmbilitiea, an?many useful facts have already

In tius conmection it 15 wotereshng to nete that the
first Adult School in this codotry was started vowards
the end of the eighteenth century, a wide campaign
was inangurated about 181z with the object of teaching
adolts to read end wrcte, and 1t 15 recerded that at
about this time conzdérable efforts were divected
towards benefiting 1 this way nmates of prisens and
also of 1stitutions for women of smmeoral type

An expetimenta] scheme bas within recent years
betn started agam 1o conwict pnscns, and has proved
most successfal, 3t 15 to be hoped that history 19 abont
1o tepeat wt3elf 1n both durections, and that the grhemas
which are now moder comsideration for the Rescue
Homes wili also sucoeed

It would appear uscless, at least 1m the early stages,
to giternpt anythmf of this kind o those Homes where
the grls stay for less than six menths, and it would
secm adwisable that ell Maternity Homes shonld be
excluded from the first =cheme, oving ko the specal
dufbeulties theresn encountersd
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It bas bexn suggested that the education shonld be
carnied out, both 1 classes formed under the Board of
Edncanon's scheme of grapts, and 10 connection with
the Eveming Inanitotes of the T omdon, Connty Counanl,
and that & very great deal of work of this ind conld
also be carmed ont by woluntary workets

Yeoluntary weorkers bave almady done, and are
doieg, educative work of the very greatest value 1o the
g;'ims, and there 13 sirong evidence that there would

no Jack of velyntenrs to podertake rdueation in the
Homes alss A number of specialized orgamzations
have already displayed great L and wilhmg
to help

It 1 geoetally agreed that the istroction should
inchine towards the less sttenuous, and more mteresting
and amusthg, subjects al first Expenhence, as at
women's nstitutes, has shown thkat, 1f thes plan s
followed, inteest 15 oot kalled at the cutset, zod a
demaed for koowledge of more schd gnd serious
subjects arses spootanecusly o due course  The
frst aym, 10 fact, should be to inerest rather tham
matruct the girls  In other words—stmulatton again
—followed by cumosity  cur former alles

Daytime classcs, where posmible, secm to promise
better resmlts than sverung classes, and early efforts
woold probably be most successfully duwected towards
the formation of libranes—either o the mdsvidual
Homes or under & ¢entralized lending scheme—aimgey
classes, the reading of plays, amatepr theatmeal
performances, aod where posgible the formatiom of
Git] Gmude Troops A great deal of mfluenes
¢ould be brooght to bear iy the nght choice of books
fer the Iitwanes , singing 18 useful, and 13 always found
1o bt popular, the taling of & reading or acting patt
im a play appeals to everyone, and has great educative
posiblities 1 itself, while the valoe of the Gurl Gude
tramung and disciplene can hardly be over-estimated

Crticism way be mdvarced to the cffect that
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educatim—or, as some may prefer to coll i, " amuose-
ment ™ of this natore—is somewhat of a loxury, and
can be of Litle awe to 3 gl who has drfied ot
dificylties and whoae chwef concetn, on leaving the
Home, will be the question of how to carn her lwing
bhenestly  The reply to such enbicism i3 that this

:{ a very define value
in that 1t coustitutes o flavk attack upen the limsted
ond undesirahle view of bife which many of these grls
possess  Under it nfinence new inlerestz are
arcused 1n & somewhat siagnant mentabty  The
grousing of Dew mherests as surely the most hopefud,
as well as the only permancnt, way of ousting du?—

Foutad and

15 bardly pDES.lb'l.!: merely to neutralize the latter and
legwe the mind of the subpect gwept and parmished
peither 15 such a course safe—siooe the aight devals
are alwgys at the threghold

Edocahion, then, shoold be se appled, and the
anbyacts 50 wisely chosen, that, mot only will otersst
be aroused, but Lhel 1t may be posmble for 1the puml
to feed that 1nterest after having left the Home It 1
unhkely that upon leaving she would pursue ber
stodeer of geograpky, history or mathemotics of such
sihjects had been compulsory at the Home However
much, or litle, good it may do her at the time ko
know the Aates of all the Kiops of England, or the
exarct Jocation of ‘Trichioopel, sueh koowladge will not
belp her to pass a dull * artetnecooff ' im oan
mtelbgent and harmless manper

True edocabtion 18 ferhaps of mote mmportance than
anything clsc 1 the case of those factory givls who are
norwally enguged upon menctonous repetition work
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Sex-Educaton

The matter of sox-cdocalion s ooe which staads by
weelf  Very different wews are beld on thiz question,
and we shall consnder it more fully 10 a later chapter
‘The chief Lrouble it conmection with the mn%m':ty of
the girls found 1o the Rescue Homes 13, not that they
are igoorant of the facls, but that they have acquired
therr knowledge 10 a totally wrang and sordid manmes,
regardimg the whole subject {rom an unfortunate and
distorted angle of wiew  They are nor always very
well informed erther as to the dangers to which they
may cxposc th 1 through daing

l{:gardmg the Preveotive Homes, where a larger
proportion of young and uwniosirucked girla are
recerved, the problem 15 somewhat different Bt wall
be sofficent o stale here that, although at some few
inztitotions thus matter does not seem to be dealt with
effectively, at the majerity the importance of guang
necessaty instrochion regardeng the bamc facts and
dangers of sex to such girls as need enlightenment on
leaning the HMomes 15 fully realized and acted upon by
the matrons

Vocahional Trommng

Problems of vocational pramming are closely alled to
ihoee of edocation While educational cffert shoald
sm primanly st broademog s gorl's mental outleok
and aronsing some fresh ioberesk to replace undesirable
preoccopations, wocabonal trawnmng s concerned with
1struction 10 these sulmerts whech w0l be of more
matenal advantage aed enable the jndividuai to become
econemucally aelf-supporting

Vocatiomal trarmng 15 beset by all the difficnltes
which we have noted above m coumecbion with



125 MORAT, EVIL IN LONDON

education, and has, o addilion, some apecis]l problems
of its own At present the preater part of the
vocgtional trauming 18 confined to the Long-stay,
Provetitive and Maternety Homes  Amongst s total
of one bundred and forty-five Homes ap attempt 15
mede to teach domestic service m Gfty-three, needle-
work o thurty, lanodry in twenty-seven, and verous
other ocrupations 1n thirteen  These  subsidary
occupations 1nclude milhioery, dtvssmaking {by Londen
County Council teachersl, kmithng, taffa work,
basket-making, noreemaid s dubbes, rug-makeng, chair-
camiog and gardemmog 1t wall be seen that Some of
the latker subjects are by no means practwcal for
after-use, merely serving as usefu] methods of kenping
the gitls oconped and bringing 1 a certam small
revenue to the Home

Moreover, 10 many of the Homes imcluded o the
above fgures as reaching usefnl subjects, such as
laundry or domestic servree, the instruchion 15 often
merely imeidental to the wdustry or work cattied oo m
the Home, the girls enly prck up a certam amount of
ktowledge from the repetition of duties which bappets
1o fall to Lherr lot

Doz Long-stay Home provides no vovational traimog
2t a1, there are erght olhers which tsbee po traimeg
provison beyond thal {or domestic service, and ihus
t8 rather of the meidents) nature already referred to
and, therefore, W view of Lhe great difference between
the conditigns n‘hlamm%;n such Homes and 1o private
houses where the grla hope to find employment,
akmost valueless

‘There would appear, then, on the whale, 1 b2 somie
neglect of the opportumitica presented, m spite of all
dufbienlties, for prowiding the girls and women who
temam at the Homes %cr long periods with some
wuseful vocatipnal trammmg  The 135 8 most senoos
ormssion, mace the whele purpose of the Home 18 likely
to be defeated of a gorl, on leaving, a5 not Fully
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equipped to support herself i bomest empl It
5 only fair to state that this deficrency 13 fully realized
by many matrons and superiptendents and 15 8 cause
of grave concern to tham , the omissson 15 probably due
to the very real difficulty of deciding upon suitable
snd practicable sobjects for wstrochiom, to lack of
nme, lack of funds, apd lack of knowledge as to how
exprtt adwnice and assistance can be chtamed
ere agmn s a wery uwseful tesk for a central

co-grdimating body

Special difficolties affechng this problem of voca-
tional training are several cre 15 an unwilligoess
o co-cperate noticeable among Vhe Homes and = cortam
amount of sectatian feeling . there are rules that forbid
gifls to attend outside clagses; b some Hones tl
ate strall oumbers ali requining instraction o diferent
sthyects  The dificulty conascted with the mental
capacity of the grels 1s here again met with, sltheugh
the experence at different VWolontary Homes ond
Agenries differs matenally according to the type of

Tl dealt witk  In some cases, for imstance, girle

ave been fonnd ineapable of learming even Lhe
smmplest kinds of needlework, others hgwe been
ttained 1nto skilled necdlewomen able bo produce wery
arhslic and beautifu] work  For gitls of the former
type the farm colomes or iedustnisl borles soggested
enrfier appear to be the only hopeful solution

At least one expetimental scheme for provmdug
vocational traiting has been attempted in the past, but
thiz faied to develop owing to shortage of Funds  In
any future scheme special care will need to be exercised
to conrentrate upon reatly practical subects omly,
external trade and economis conditwens meed to be
carefully studied hefors any pew venture is made
For example, 1t 15 useless for ¢ Home v Londen
to start a glove-malang ipdustry wsth the ides of
providing imstruction in this trade. There 13 a vast
mazs of such factory (prece-work) trades, where gmek
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productioe 15 an essential feature  Factery conditions

cantiot be reproduced 10 the Homes, since this wonld

itvolve working oo competit:ve factory hoes and also

the need to dispose of the products at remunerative

Prices

T‘he most ptmmismg subJecLs would appear to be
ke of the

gnrls at the Haomes nlready “descmibe themselvas s
domestic servatis, ibey are not s a rule any more
justified tu so deing than are a proportion of those
[east efficient appheants at a servants' regustry office
who egter thmr names under the same descmption—
shorthand, g and book-keepng, while there are
other h\gh 1'||.|:d subjects, such as milhoery, dress-
malng, g:u: necdlewerk, hespoke Llmlomng, eke,
whech are caly suited to spcna'l rases

‘The problem of vocational travung fot the gils and
women &t the 1lomes 15 veewed most sympathehically
by the Authotities wilhin wiose province the assist-
ance of such activities falls  There 13 no doubt that
thear assistance can be rehed ppon sn far as regulations
permml Ut remains for some central orgenieation te
take mp the threads, to aromsze at first the enthysiasm
of the matrons and soperimtendents and obtaig ther
gooduill, to show them what facuiitiea are available
and to help them 10 combimog official assistance and
private w:rl\mtary onterprise to form a compne'henswe
worlang scherme

Recremiinn

The prostsion of recreetion and amosement for the
mmnates of the Homes & obvicusly a matier of con-
aderable moment, and ot 15, oo the whole, wery
cficctively dealt with  Nearly every Hoeme has a
toom which ean be used for recreatinn, and xome have
a spetial room reserved for mdoor games  The
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orditary 1ndoot emusciments wnuist of table pamen,
music of some kind, or gramophoue, aogng, dancmg,
and readmg  In addition te these casual amusements

B d 1ndoor = ded at pome of Lhe
mgtitutions There ars, for imatance, werkly socml
evenings, When waitors whe are mnterested 1o the work
attend ba read or g bo the garls, there are arranged
aleo 10 pome Homes whist drvee, wisite to cimemas,
morns dancing o gEmEasom

Tndoor recrsation 15, n fact, well provided for  The
only suggestton which the wrrter would wemure to
make mn this connection 1a that it should be a matter
for conmderatem, with the shject of ecomemizing
time, as te bhow far the edocamonal tramimg of =
tecreational mature outhned above could be miroduced
ke the tume now spent on more o less vague
amusementz  Thiz plan, f wisely carried out, should
a0t bave the semblanee of an exchange from leisure to
comulsory learting, but weuld rather present the
desired subjects ot the gwise of a mare vared and
1nterosting and better orgamized entertanment

To provide for cutdoor recreation and a sufficiency of
fresh wir and exerease for the grls im the Homes 1%
often 2 matter of conmdarable dibculty 1n london, and
the pomition here 15 oot 50 sabisfactery At the large
Fmergeacy Howes and Short-stay Hostels ot 1s, of
course, both imposmble and unpecessary  Of the
others, many Homes bave oo garden at all, the
trajonty bave small gardens, winle a few have very
large and beaotiful prounds extending to as much as
fifty acres It e seldom that there 1z found any
prowvision for orgamzed recreation at all comparable
to the outdoor gamest played at any ordimary school
Even in the ¢aze of those Homes passessed of ampls
funds, where large grounds are avalable and the
ttumber of girls resdent would male team games
pagsible, the opportumties are often neglected At a
few of the Homes an attcmpt is made gt otganinag

1
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games sach a3 net-tall and encket, while at others
tenms, budminton or spropole may be played, or
vtitdoor dnlh ar akipping classes held

“There are, unfortunately, a few Homes where no
patdeor tecreation 15 provided at all, and some of these
have oot even a garden It 15 also sard that the gorls
are dot allowed ool of the Ilomes a5 they cannot be
trusted In a Home of this stamp Lhe fronmt doot s
uspally kept locked and the grls arc wirtually
pososers  Usndesirable coaditions of Ly kind are,
happiy, exceedungly rare, and they are to he found
at one ot two of the houses only

Apart from the sutdoor games other forms of caldoor
recreation are often arranged 1o almest ¢ case

1s are taken for walks at least twice a , and
they tmay be sent out alome or 1 couples ox meszages
or ertunds st other hmes Farties are zlso taken
petindically for peemics and excirsioss to the parks,
and to such places as Kew Gardens, the Zoologucal
Gard or the ar for bus rides At
cne Home the garls ame taken anpually for a jortmght
to the seaside, st another orcamonal inps to Sogthend
are zrrazged |, these are, of course, encommon luxuries
quite beyond the reach of the prdimary smal] Home
which 18 fighting an uphill baitle agamst shortage of
foads

Opeti-mrr teals 10 the garden durmng the Summer
are 2 populer Festure at s few imstitations Ths
appears to be a harmless and commendable mathod of
provnding a change 1o the routise as well aa goarantse.
1ng a plentsfal supply of fresh air e writer
veotured Lo apggest to mairong of some  other
wnstitptions that the cusiom might with advagtage
be more generally adepted  The tecephon of this
suggestisn was not encouragmg . at ome Flome,
TEcelving preventive cases aged fourleen to sevenleen,
where laondry-work and the bholding of innomerable

pulsary velig services appeared to be the main
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reason for its existence, the comment wae that ** such
a thing would never do—too bad for duscaphoe " The
wnter bas so far failed completely to understand the
argument, and stil] holds to bis otigidal opimen * he
would hie to recommend to the nobice of any matrons
or supenatendents who may read these pages the plan
of allowing the grls to take meals oul~ol-dovrs m fine
weathet ag solving, at leask 1o patt, one of the greatest
dufficultits confronting those whe have to admumster
a Hotne 10 3 great city

Beyond  the obvious tecessity for ap octasional
change af scene from the mside of the Home the value
of sufficrent fresh air and exercise to these girls 11
mestimatle  Physinlegreally and menially this s
absolutely eszential, and should form as indizpensable
a part of the Home routime as meal-himes, it 13 as
ibporiant for spntoal well-being as the mormog o
cvemng prayer, and should be as enfahingly oheerved
Menp sana wn rorpore sane—iF ever the Latin proverh
has 1 direct sirmifcance 1t 12 10 the case of these pizls
i1 the Rescee Hotmes, For their mental outlook 18 so
uften warped ot twested 1o some sirange fashion that
marches with the wvoruly impulses of thewr bodes
And ooe method of attackipg a diearder of the mind
ts by means of the reaction upon it resulting from the
comtrolled use of the phymcal vehicle

Tram games, again, have ther own spertal valoe
1 addibion Lo the exernse involved—thesr influence
towatds plaving farr and playwng for the side—bath
valuable primoiples for any man or woman to acquire
and cerlatnly tot Jost upon those whom we are
conaiderin

F‘orm:dagb[e difficulties are seert 1o exist 1o the way
of prowidimg this odtdoor recreation A careful
analysis of the present posrtion, however, leads to the
conelgsion that the great mportance of this aepect of
the work has mot been generally realized It seems
that, even with the facilities now avaslable, a good deal
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mere epuld be done, while it shonld pot be impossible
to find additronal ways of mecting the need

It 1 snggested that, 18 the case of those Hemes
where there 15 oo garden, or only a very small one,
the public parks might often be utilized for games,
pod that inler-Home competitive matches mght
wltimately be possible, they would certzinly supply
valuzble tramng

It 15 possible that some centra] orgamzation wenld
weed to take this matter ;m hand before all the
possibihities conld be ahilized



CHAFTER X
AFTER-CARE

"1 fled Hum, down the mights and dowh the dap,
1 Axd Enm, dows the afches of the pears,
1 fled Hem, down Lhe Jabyridihe waps
¥ oy oo muod, maod 1 the mist of teame
1 d from Him, and noder manmog leughter
Up vistaed hapes, .peg,

And shat, precipiated,
Adown Tatatie glocdrs of chautebd feurs,
Prom thewe straog Feet thal foligwed, followrd pfter
—Francig Thompson, ' The fHonnd of Heraen ™

i of af Engfiul A methods
employed—O) motlars ond bab £ bi
emd widcpable arraugEment;

THERE 15 fabled to bave cmisted, i some fote
conntry—probably hina—a law wﬁl:r:by a man who
resene] avolher [rom drownng became responsbhe for
the mainienance of the latter i food, shelter gnd
vlothing for the test of lus Life, the wrpument
piesumably being that, cxwﬁz for the intervention of
the resceer, the rescucd wonld certaminly hawe had oo
further canae for concern a9 1o the provisen of hiz
davfy htvad, rouf or rament
Rezene work appewrs to ofer 2 purulle! to the logc
of this law, with l:g: ootable cxception that bere, cven
1o the event of the sipking person goung onder, thers
18 not o cessabiof of expende, but & vamiable, nad often
incakenlably 1ncreased burden 1mpesed upon the public
and the State  Whan, however, the gpir: 10 dznger is
133
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reclamned, the rescuer statds very much 1o the shoes
of ks, or ber, Chimese counterpart, for even when 2
gir] bas been persuaded from s course of wrongdaag,
undergone a perwd of traimug and characier-larmation
m 3 Home, and 15 satisfaotonty estabhshed 1m zome
sclf.sepporticg employment, the task of the rescoe
worker 15 ofiea net caded, but begun anew and under
more dificult conditims  Some of these gurls weed 10
be, and actoally are, kept under sorveifanee for
periods of fve, Len, oF even Twenty years
This " after-care * work has many aspects  lis
tmportance 15 realized in searly every Home, and
atrenucus efforts are made to fill the nead  Unfor-
tungtely, m the case of the smaller ipdependent
Homes, efficient and complete aftercare 35 a sheer
mpossiibty  Bach year brnngs a acw crop of ** old
girls "' who bawe left the Home, and the matron s
quite washle, ocrumed as she g by the exaching dutees
of the Home tootine, to keep in tooch with this ever-
mcreasing famaly  To ano hetoae atiempt to do so some
matrons wiite an average number of three letters a
day i adduaet to visitityg petwdically those girls wha
may be 1a employwent o her vy, ond holdimg
ar " at homes ' at which any "old girl " s
welcomed At ome Home a letter 15 semt quarterly to
everiegul who has ever passed throvgh whe Home,
aocther receives an average of suxty visits per menth
from " old guls ™, several have clubs which serve =
mmlar purpose
The first need of 2 gr] on leaving a Home 13, of
conrse, employment It 15 & striloiog fact that the
matroos and Supenatendents of those 1nstilelions whare
the gurls stay for more than a few days are uspally
able to place them 1o stustions—usually as domeshic
servants  Some of the Longer-stay Homes prowmde
ithem wnth an cutfit 10 addibon  Ewven at the
Emergency Homes, where the populetion changes very
rapdly, a proportion are successfully placed Tt s 2
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point of hononr among the matrens that mo gorl whe
18 fit for work shall ftaﬂ: withont a sitvabon beng
foend for ber, and the soocess acheved 1o this defircalt
tesk of Anding employment 15 truly amaring

‘The larger rescue orgatizaltons melelmn separate
after-care departments, thus reheving the matrons of
wdivdual Homes of this seaponsibality  ‘The methods
adopted by these departments wall be aoted later

fome gorls of more ntelbgent type are placed m
better stuations, and cthers, with some traning, such
as tymsts and bumness girls, are usoally remstated 1o
that leve] 1 ibe scale of employment from which they
onginated  Some, who are pol placed 1o smbuatioos,
are etther sed on 0 other nsutulions of afe
recerved by friends or relatives

A plan adopted one Home hags moch 1o
recommend W, here the grls, on leaving, are not
immediately allomed to resume thewr wedependence but
are drafted to 3 Hostet, whenee they go out to daly
work, returmmg to a certamn amount afg:upervlsmn m
the cvemngs, untitb they are judged to be Gt to make
their way alone  Safe and 1nexpensive fodgiogs are
then found for them, or they go 1ato domestic service
A certain proportion ate lost sight of, thiz often means
that Lhey are domhg well, but do pot wsh fo be
azsociated again with the Home, although gratefu! for
what bes been doue for them A few, who refuse to
benefit by the help offered ot the Homes, leave of ther
owtl aceord and disappest, at least for the tume bemg,
from the rescue workers' ken

All @rls are encauraged to cenrvespond with the
Homes they have left, and to ask zdwire 1o any
difficulty oy return and speed their weekly free
afternoong, or cven their anpugl holidays, ab the
Homes, aad the matrovs also vismit them wn thewr
sitnations  In pearly every Home the matrons are
1eady, when the accommedation permits, to lodge those
whe are emt of work, changing siuvations o a0
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temporary finanas] difficulies ™ 014 garls ** are alsa
jomted te attend any specisl festivals, such as
Chratmas or Faster parties, or pericdical remmon
gathenogs

These fasts demopstrate the sxistence of the right
wtitosphere 10 the majanty of the rastitutioas  The
matrons tegard it as a basie prinerple of successful
after-are that the gurls shonld Jeok upen therr
tosttubons, oot as penal estabhishments [rom which
sn carly escape 13 most to be desired, but as a true
hawe where real Fnends at all timmes await them, and
to whom they may return whenever they are 1o need
of belp, or advice

A number of Homes have a syskm of mobey
rewards, presents or medals which are gven to puls
whe remain 1o their situatims for & long time, the
final award being given m ome cases o the seventh

year

Al tewo Homes only, oub of all those visied 1z the
London ares, was there found to be no provision for
after-care, and 10 each gase there waa goed reason for
the omission

Apart from the very knotty problem of making the
most switable after<care arrangements for vomarnied
mothers and thewr babwes, there 35 1o doubt that the
after-care provision at the Homes in Losdon 15 very
sihisfactory  “T'o anyone who has the most elementary
koowledge of the work the results achieved appear
Tattle short of muraculous  That there still remains
sotnething bo be desired 15 easily accounted for by the
fart thal the maltons and supenotendentz are cply
human, and uvable to crowd more than a day's work
iqtn the twenty-four boyrs  They cannot fnd as much
time e they would hle for letterawriing wnd wsiting,
while shortage of d also often p
them from 1nvibing grls to return to the Homes when
m difficulties  The centrahsd after—are o
ments of Lhe larger agencies certmnly releve i
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watrons of ths extra duty, bui at the ¢xpense of the
luss of that persotial teuch wiich 39 undoobiedly one
of the greatest assels of afterrare work A gl 1s
more tradiy 1nflueaced by he watron who haz ssen
ber through ker worst tronbde than she 15 by ancther
md.l\mina]g, even thongh the laiter be a spenally
traped aftarcare worker  An alternative ssluton
whick scems to bave much to recommend z¢ o5 ¢hat of
g am abtet. or ly to @

Home or group of smaller Homes This et keeps
i louch by means of weekly letters or visits, aad R
at lemst three years, with ev 1l whe has pacsed
through the Home IF o gl shows sny mgos of
unsteadiness the peried 12 extended  Crerampnal
letters are gent, or wisits made, aferwards for mary
years  This system cocibimes lhe advastages of
relicring the metrons of extra werk and cnsunng that
the afiet-care work 15 cartied oub by o worker who bas
becorne kacwn personally to each girl winbe she wag
atinally at the Home It 15 soggested that some
argomaation of thig kvnd might be buwilt wp with the
ard of veluntery workers to reheve the matrons of
thoge Homes which ore nol afhated to any Socety
It would be difiea't to 1magine any ocutlet for the
enthusiasm af volnntery workers which would promise
more valnable results

An ebjection 15 sometimes eised to Lthe s of
workers 0 giels 10 sitvationa on the groopds thet they
are thus Wentified at once with a Rescae Home  Thus
hag been overcone 11 coe tastance by the formanon of
an Inzurance Lodge, winch gurls passiog througl Hie
Hotnes arc asked 1o jon, anglall snlmequent vists are

ducted by 1 with the Lodge

Lrnmarried Mothgers

The after-care of uprsermied mothers with babies 15
a speoial problem exhibiting 3 dual natore  There
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are specia] difficulties 1n the way of makmg satisfactory
arrapgements for the baby — The mothers are oot
sgldom as young as fourteen or fifteen, they bave no
economic valoe 1o the employment market, sbd the
father of the infant 15 oftrn notraceable  The question
a6 to how these childten—for they are nothing more—
can be so trataed and placed as to be i 8 poubion to
suppotl two lives, or alternatively, cared {or gotal they
reach @ more responmble age, stull awauts a satisfactery
solution

Even in the case of the majonty of untiarried
moathers, whose average age 13 about twenty-otie, the
matter 15 by no means a mmple one  Reparding
the gmrls themselves, the statements made 1 the
previous section a5 to the help offered by the Homes
apply o thewr eatirety  Io addition, those young
wmothers, who wssutme complete char of ther childre
are encouraged to brng Lhem to the matrons ab any
time to ask for advice ag o treatment  Most of these,
of course, have received no preparation for methet-
hoad, unless 1l be a few weeks spent at the Matermty
Home before thewr confinement, and they are natarally
ignorant of the firsl pnooples of mfanl care

The greater sumber, however, of the llepitimate
tmbizs bota at the Homes are sent to foster-mothers
Opyprong are divded ae 1o the excellence or glberwise
of this plan  Saceess 1n any gveg case probably
depends upon several 1ndividual factors—the efficieacy
and geodwill of the foster-mother chesee, the bealth
of the buby and the character and vature of employ-
ment of the mother hersell On the whole the
arrangement works well, and it 15 often the only one
wsllﬁi

In some cases the grand-parcots talbe charge of the
<htld, mote often they refuse to recogmize ot at Grst
and they asually object te recerving it untbil 1t has
reached the age of about two years A few babaes are
recetred with Lheir methers when they go mte domestie
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service  ‘This plas has many advocates, st is held by
some workers to be the idesl solution , it 15, however,
always difficnlt to arrange It 15 also of doubtful
advlsn'hlhty, simee th: mrl unless she 12 of exceptional
and v Ily considerate, 19

almost certain r.o be torn between two an¥ieties, so
that esther her work or the health of her baby will
suffer,  She 15 also Liable to be hranded to all members
of the family, to vimtors and tradeepeople as a mudl of
immeoral character, amd thrs 13 obwiously hghly
udesirable

Ohher solotions are to sead ihe baby to a foster-
bome or créche, where st will be cared for by cxperts
and wisited ak times by its mother, or to get 1t adopted

From ooe Hothe the mother and baby are sent to
selected lodgings at about fifteen shillings per weck
whete the landlady wal take & personal anterest in
both, and arrsopements are made that a Health
Wisiter shall call penodically to see the chold  This
secmg 8 vety good plan, bal switable lodpings of this
natere are aot easly Jound

‘The affiliation of the culd, when possible, bas an
importanl beanng upon the matter of aftercare In
thes copnechion legal dificulties ofien anise, and one
large agency mantams a special depariment to deal

th these cases only  Tnoome year, oot of ane hundred
and sxty-four cases, marty-four were sabisfactenly
scitled  Even whea an afhhabion order bas been
secared, difficultics are eod at an end  the man 1o the
case often attempts to evade the paymeals, and the
regular collechion of these on behalf of the mother
entarls 2 great deal of work

In commderiog 1o detar] the best arrapgement that
can e made for the chald i will becowe evident that
many factors bave to be taken 1ato account gnd that,
as maght be expected, the ideal treatment wall vary
acrerding to the nature of the wndindoal  Broadly
spesking there can be po doubt that 1x 19 of the first
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1mportance Lhat the mother sad child showld be Lept
together whemever this 15 posstble, and for as loag as
possible  ‘There may be some few cases where separa.
tion appears advisable, as whea the mother 15 serously
mentally aficted, m the case of 2 prl of good
ding ploved 1o a bl ?os.mqn, whoe
prospects would be tuimed by the fact of her having an
Uleptimate child ecoming known, or agam where 8
gl moy have very good reasous for not wastung her
parents to 1stover her gecret  MNormally the mother
15 to be incluced to Lake an interest m her chuld, to
learn bow to carc for it, and lo be made te realize that
she has mmcutred o respotsitaliy whoch she may by oo
merns evade  This 13 a task whieh preves not so
difienlt as might appear Ikely It 18 trie that the
gl often does not want the haby, and at first regards
ks arrval with deslawour, bot the materaal ostinct
powerfully assects itself and usoally overcomes this
atntial repulson o s overy short time  Natural
affection for ber child and a realizabon of ats
de; eooe upoa ber care also hare a strong steadying
effect on the average girt, and often eflect o great
change 1 her nature and outlock upon hfe  Breact.
fevding, whenever lus 15 possible, wall assist mother-
malure to aesert weelf w these very desirable darechions
Snch practices, therefore, as adeption, or other planz
which relieve the mother of 2!l responsinLity 10 regard
to her baby are for these reasons to be avouded It 1s
by o meaos an uncommon eccurrcace for o purl, who
Las had her baby adepled, to become the mother of o
second or even 3 thud lleptimate chuld, and ot 18
tonmdered by many workers that this 15 far mete
Likely to oecur when the girl thus escapes responsibality
for the first Adoption 1£ at Lest an unnatural course,
and probably for this reason briogs is owa penalty
Unfortunately there ate 1n existencs agencies which
make o b of for the adoption of
chuldren A pumber of these are undeubledly of
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uestiomable character—and they are not by any means
gl:scurc tonctrns  In thes connection some most
unsavoury evidence bas been brought to the nobice of
the writer, and documentary p bas heen ses
m are made wherehy ¢l
father ar mother of the chuld 18 mduced to pay & Tump
sum—and often 2 most msnficent sum—on  the
understandimng that he ot she shall never see the chald
or bt cotictrned with 1t again

The fate of a ¢hild which starts life toder sech
eonditions, 1 the care of a mervenary orgamesbion,
whese first concern 15 to make a profit out of the small
amitial payment, can bardly e an ausmeious one, there
19 reasan bo sgspect that 1t is sometimes trapic  Such
an arrangement alsp, as the reader will readily
pereerve, can casly lay the parents open to 3 delwcate
process of blackmarl, so that the first payment need
mot by any mreans necessanly be ibe leat

Voluntaty adoption may 1 wety rare and special
tases Prove to be the best solution, but such arrange-
ments as are veferred to bete are most unsatisfactery
and undesirable 1m every way  The mother 13 relicved
of all responsibabity for her child, also she iz mot
btooght witlin the good anfluence of Hee Maternity
Homes Fat worse than the effect oo the mother 15
the wtong dose to the chld, swnee the adophing
ageney usdally has Lo pay for its mamtenance, for a
time at Teast, ont of Lhe vety meagre sum—from 75
to as httle ¢ £20—extracted from the parents The
ageacy may spend less than this wpon the disposal of
the ¢hild , the writer 15 unchatitable encugh to belizve
that certam orgeoitations which he has 13 mind
wonld be most unlkely to spend more It follows
that they cannot afford to be tow critical as to the
lwing conditione fnto which the baby 15 introduced ,
nor can they easly arrasge for proper petsodical
imspectim of the chld The transactun apprars,
therefore, a5 2 most v otit, whether yiewed 1m
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the light of cthiws, of social, or cven comtuercial,
morahty

Some of the :! are L
bona fide comeerns of Ingh standmg It 1% supgested,
however, that the testriction of theur activilies to the
placeng of lephimate childeen would be a wise policy
wo Llwert parl, iF only for the reason that the disposal
of Lhe sthers yn this manner 19 1 measure that does oot
meet with the sanction of the maporuy of experts 1
rescpe work  Fhe methods of the less reputable
sacieties weuld seem to call for careful inweshgation
wth a view to the taking of crimnual proceedsn,

Peolably by far the most practical metl of
wrranging for the Baby, after the Grat few weelks,
that of placing 1t with 2 goed foster-mather somewhere
near the pirl's place of employment  Thus plan allows
the mother to visit the child [requently, and yet leavas
her Free tn do her work without anmety  She still
feela keenly her responsibality for its welfare and yet
need net allow 1ts existence to become koowe ko othets
when sech rewclabion woold be damsgmg te her
arcttostatess or her self-respect

‘The fusler-mpther plan, however, 15 oot advecated
by all workers It 15 sard 1 some cases to be very
unsatisfactory I 18 obvicus that the personal fagtot
verfr largely enters intn the question here  There can

ile doubt that, while some foster-mothers may be

feond slovenly and neglectfu!, unclean or olbermise
inefficient, the majonty of Lhose employed are satis-
factory, and that, if anuable jnvestigations arme made
beforeband, and penodical wisits of mspection pad,
ibe mote sehipus objechions to the arrangementy are

retioved

If a baby 15 taken by its grand-parents or other
relatives the results arc uspally equally satislactory,
and 1t wall generally secerwe more imterested care The
oily possible objechon to such an arrangement 15 that
1he mother may nat be able to obiain a situation near
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enotigh to allow her to visst the chuld and, for this or
other reasons, may feel that the responsibility has been
taken {rem her g auhiers
e ter-h 5 ded
many workers ss a dulra'h]c alternative to the
of §i numbet of these

mshtmmns alrtudy exist, and there 15 little doubt that,
1f othets were eslablished, they would soon be filled
The advantages of such foster-homes are Uhat the babres
receive proper care from skilled workers, and that the
mothers cah allead and receive 10siruction tn norsery
daties  Oa the other hand, expertence hag shown that
such Homes are apen to objection oo medical and other
grounds  They are very expegsive to mauntain, and
eﬁndemml of children’s ailments are lable to ocour m
them  Beyond this i i3 stated that poung hales are
found to be very telepathee and that, where many are
collected 10 cne house or ward, condibems of geperal
1ll-health, restlessoess or falure to thove, ochgmating
1m gie ot two places are apt to spread by telepathic
toeans thtough the whole number  This 15 2o mberest-
g fact whihk apparently 15 proved by expenence
and aleo certainly lallies with what might be expected
from the established predomepant achivity of the
* subconscious mund ' — the telepathic ageat —m
young children It 15 stated that if children of
\arymmges are dealt with this phenotienon 15 not
$0 Mar

A wvery limited pumber of those girls who do not
sleep at their places of business are assisted at those
Hostels which specialize 1o this work  Here the bal
18 cared for durieg the daytime absence of the grl,
wha 15 able te return ko 1t each eveming and spend all
her free time with st, she also undertakes the ter
part of the nersery duties herself, and 13 thus in
very clese touch with her e¢hild  This arrangement
appears to be quite the most satisfactory in the care
of thoee girls who are oot 10 ressdent service, and it
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wonld probably be at advantsge if mote of these
Hostels could be apened
Whatever may be the solubon o sny jadividuae]
case 1t 18 nearly always neoessary that an igevpene;
ng mether should be sopervised 1 the care of her
by for at lesst sixteen or eightetn momths Whers
e gu! shows any sge of mental disability thes
prineiple applees mith added foroe
The wiiter has visled a great number of the
Materaiy Homex i the area and haz seen many
hundreds of Lhese ynforminate abes of all ages He
feels vary strongly that, whargver atotude the werld
may adopt towards the nnmarried mothers, there can
be only ¢ feelmg towards ther children  Somie ate
very foe aod bealthy babies, but there is a great
numbet pitiably wesk sod debeate  This 15 hardly
surprnising when (13 remembered that they are often
born—got seldom prematurely—of immatnre, naseund
ot mentally afflicted parents  “The mothers {requemtly
hawe muete jmsufficent preparation for their confine-
ment, many of them suffer keenly from anxcty er
de t10m due to thewr unheppy circumstances  These
lusaces combuoe to grve the children ao unfertunate
10tredeetion cobo the warld, and all hemane porsons will
agreg that nathene that can be done to mittgete these
conditions should be neglected  Those who are bomn
afflicted with congental venereal discase are, of course,
in even worse phght Tt 1z a maner of statistics that
the death rate amongst dlegitimate children 13 twice
ns heavy as amengst others The thougheful ’
ng upon séme of the more weakly of the !nrm:r,
10 whom the spark of hfe 15 only kepl burmung by the
conglant and wnremitting care of the surses, thinkmg
of the defficulties such children have to fare wm the
future s addition to feeble health, will feel that the
best thing that can be wished for them i undoubtedly
that they mey uot be pertpitted to survive
We have treated superficially of the problema of
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after-care as they affect the unmarned mothes and
thest 1fants  The geestion wmill possibly arse 1a the
muzd of the teader as to what becotaes of the children
whes \key reach schoo] age and afterwards  Concise
1nformabion ¢n this pont 13 ool very easy Lo obtan
It appears that wany are recerved by vamous wells
kpown  organizations that care for " wmfa and
strays "', others cpter sndustnal schools er simitar
mmstitutions | mansy fnally emgrate A cevtain sumber
are permanently adopted by ther grand-pareats
‘The patents of the grl are often willmg to teke an
oterest 10 th: child at the age of five or mix, even if
hqghave 1 the mirst allltnde
of shocked s:ﬂ‘ 18 Y
both child and mother when the chlld wis born  In
rare ioslances the foster-parents become attached to
ke child and adopt it permoanently

‘There are almost certanly other channels through
which these ehildren find thewr place i bife, but this
matter is somewhat beyond the scope of the anbject
n kand, and hzs mot beer pursued by the woter

In cozsedering the wheie problem of aftercare work
it 15 worthy o? note that the dificulties are often
enormously, and quibe nanetessanly, incrrased by the
condilions prevalling at some of the Lobg-stay Rescue
and Preventive Hemes Here, st we bave seen, the
prls are often secluded i 2 sheltered atmosphere
entirely remote from ibe bappenings of the wotld
outside  In some Fomes they are tot even allowed to
see a daﬂy newspaper hfr.vr years on end  They thhus

o the ' )

llu:y !:aw: t]:u: Hnmu and ﬁrjd themselm pl'aoed
apd obhged tn
otder ﬂmr own_bives, they are naturally unprepared
to meet the dificultres and moral dangees of therr
mewly-acquired Lberty If, in thess circumatances, o
21r] behaves 10 a dusa; ntu:uz matinet, 1t 15 surely as
much the fsult of the shurt-sighted poliecy of which she
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has been a wctun as it 15 dus to any 1nhersat vice in
the gl herself  Thiz agglm particalarly te those
youtg gitls who leave the Homes mthout having
received any lostruction e the elements of Aex-
Imowledge " Somr matrons and sapenalendents
with this dificulty by stnding the guls out to daily
work as the date for leaving the Home approaches By
this or other meats they are gradually scenstomed Lo
an eXistence where free wall and responsibility enter
more ard more mto thor mental omtlook, and this
particolar danger 18 thus lessened

Such 13 the problem of after-care  The wmiter
makes no pretence of bawing entered very deeply into
the subyect, ke hopes, however, that the facts sel out
wll give to the ummbated readet whe 1% mtetested m
the varicis espects of rescuc work some 1dea of the

of the giter—care arrangements that need {o be

made, and of the difficalty and extreme delicacy of
the problems that often arise

Tt s 1ndeed Do exaggeration to suggest, 33 we did
i the opeming paragraph, that, if 2 worker azsumes
responstbality for the spuntual welfare of 2 gurl m her
‘teens, who 15 3o danger of beimg swept roto the
maelstrom of an immoral Lfe, she and ker colleagues
mest be prepared, 1F pecessary, Lo shoulder the self-
tmposed  burden thropghout the girl's whole hfe
cihermse the task may be indeed well bepun, but may
remain oot more than half done

In ancther place we shall suggest that, if preventive
wotk—and, 1t partinlar, preventive edmcation for
both sexes——conld Bt commenced oearer the cradle,
therz would be far legs accessity for conbmuipg rescue
work to withan tmeasurable distance of the grave
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RESULTS

“ T nst 1o martals to cunmand s
But we'll do more, Sempronws, we' lt dmm u
—Addgon, E.dt

Fatemates of sahtfactary results

THy reader wnll patirally feel woclined to adlke at this
stage, " What s the proportion ai soccessful results ?
Diacs 1t qustify the cffert expended? ™
his 15 8 guoestion which cannat be moswerzd 1m

figures . rehable figures are weually mest difficult or
impossible o ablaain The definibien of 2 successtal
rewalt 15 10 rtsell oot easily fixed, mnce snocess mm the
case of any mdiedos] 35 mot assured while any
hkelthesdl of hack-shding rettatis There are, how-
ever, some 1odications evadlable as to the grropmwn
of girls of unsatisiactory mural charaster wl
more regular bfe gz a tesult of the mluences hmu.ght
to bear upon them duniog their stay at the Homes

The results natoratly vary considerably at different
wnstiteticns , they depend, oot only opon the ages and
types dealt wﬂh bot u'[so apan t c norm] I:ngt]: of
stay, the eI, m
the personality n{tﬁ: ‘matren anrl the compll:u:m:as af
ber after-care orgamzation

Many matrons dechoe to give any cstemate  They
point cut that gurle whe have been regarded as brullank
socceapes for years will sometimes soddenly lapss inte
their old ways agam, while, comversely, casex which

3y
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have long been regarded as meormigible wl]l sudd:nly
reforin  many girls, too, are lost mght of, and this
does not by any means indicate that th!y mu.st e
classed ar fallores At other Homés, and st some
of v there were from tecords
:shmates 85 to stcccssful Tesults worked out to the
fitst place of dectnals It 12 obwvious that such
agr:fnnm 18 o teality unsttaizable, and that these

res mnat he ta]nru \||L'h a Witeral allowance of the
figurez given to the writer
mnally vanednﬁ'nm a6 low a3 tea per crmt to moety
or ooe hundred per cent
Al sote mstitutioms figures have been worked omt,
based upom records carefully kept over many years
From thess it a;{pms that a hbtle wmore thas ome-
Balf of the gerls deabt with can be clpsaed as
** aatisfactory,'” about oec-quarter arc lost sight of,
while the remamag onequarter 15 cqually divided
betweer ' fmitly setesfectory " aod ™ unsatisfackory "'
Tite figute of mnety-two per cefit 15 given by ohe
agency wherr carefn! records are t  If the
delinttion of stocess o thie case aecords with that
rather exacting ape which we should wish to apply,
soch a yery excellent result might be accounted for by
the particplarly thorough after-care system adopted by
ibe agency o queshion In another mmstance an sather
figure of mxty-six per cemt for smocesaful cases 18
stated to have been Tised io minety-five per cent by a
change in policy 10 the Home wheteby greater freedom
haz been iptroduced and girls are put on ther bomour
to ohserve a certmn code of condnct iastead of bewng
cocreed by roles and penalbes; 3 (Giel Gande Troop bas
alsc been formed at this Home
Whatever may the cxact numerizal advantage whach
may be gmned by snch a policy it 1= certmin that the
benefits which catmat be reckoned in numbers must be
vastly enhanced
Takiag the avalable statistics, and making doe
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allowager for vanable and poknown factors, 1t 1
probabdy safe to asstme that about two-thirds of the

rls are defoi started, or re.started, 13 a sabia-

actory mode of ¥z, 30 wnhnumg for at least scvtn tb

t,en FeatE, of ‘The ng
18 to he dnmied ameng Ihoar who may lapac agam,
those who can otily be descrabed as partial succeasex,
and those who definitely {a1l to derive any benefit from
the care expended npon

Ii, thersfore, we adopt a very couservative estimate,
and st be agreed that the work done at the Homes
permancotly beocfits onc-half of 1he pirls and women
wdmitted, we shall be able to form an opimon a8 o
whether the result justifies the expenditore 1o servce
and monty If every man actomplished as much a5
coe-half of the thiags ke set oul Lo do the world's
affairs would move a very great deal faster than they
do at present o this toatter of rescue work a far
emaller propertion of demonstrable success would
demand 1ta continuence, sioce it canaot be measored by
the positive gauge alobe, but must also be considered
with raf ta the deufable el d
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RESCUE WORE . GEXERAL FACTS

Onutside  werk—Pairg!  work ~The  Wonen  Pahce—The
Women's Ausihigry Servici—Work on ihe alreets—il
fing record—Dnficuities of decposal Fewereal disease—
Frevalemce of the disease—Othstacles and comfrowersial
pomls — Officedl  frediment ssnlressamt andfficeat

N Bl e 4

- " ¥
Tupersitions—Egnorence  of thr penils of  vewereal
disease

AFART [rom the work carried nut within the Homes
themselver, an equal mterest attaches to certam cutside
actintics and 1nfluences clogely connected weth them

Ournde Work

‘This work 15 thoaght 1o be the most dufficule of all,
ealling Jor very special qualibes of tact and judgment
on the part of these who undertake 1t, together with a
thorough koowledge of the currents and eddies of
Londot's underuerdd Tt haz never been easy to find
workers with the necessary quabfications for sucesss,
and latterly the supply seems to have become =ull more
Timuled.

‘The work 1tself cheelly oottsists of strect patrol work,
and manly 1ovolves keeping wateh on the conditions
and occutrences it the streets and publc places, the
less reputable lodging-houses, hotels, caigs, el , 1he
prevenbion of eval wherever possible by ibe separation
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of couples who are obvwusly meeting for immoral
putrposes, and the giving of belp and adwce to those
who may be the victims of misfortune, whether through
their own fao!t or ctherwise  Workers appeal to the
better uature of the men and endeavour to persuade
the womien, many of whom become well koown to them,
to forsake their evil ways of hving  Particularly do
they attempt to save younpg gprls before they have
become bardeasd to the e

Most of the work 13 dome late at might, 1n ail
weathers, and 1t 18 of a most sirepyous and trying
fature

Omeide rescoe work also inclodes the wmung of
women 1 prison and caring for them when discharged,
part of the work of the Poher Court Missionaties and
the Hosptal Almoaers, and other achivities the oo
detmiled consideratien of which would lead ns rathet
far ftom our sobyect proper It should be asted,
however, that these activiuies are, 10 indivadual cases,
verg closely conceraed wid the reclamanen of pirls
and women, and that valuable results are achieved by
these workerz 1o co-operanon with the Valuntary

omes

The amoopt of street patrol work carmed out 1
Lendon coudd with advantage be very greatly mereased
Sevrrel agroctes meke strepwous cfforts to cope wnth
this very presting oeed  One Jarge orgamizabon
attaches an ¢utside worker to each of 1ts Homes apd,
1a addrhien, mawntarns a stafl of cxpenenced patrols,
each of whom 13 aceompanicd on her beat by twe
learmers  Other agencies Conceptrate specally on
those areas sut the West End most m need of sttcntron
Some of the smaller independent Homes attempt a
certain amount of oulsde work, but it 15 usually
1mpossible for the stalf 1o spare much tume for anythmg
beyond the actual work of the Home

Most valuable patrel work bas been dome, and te 2
lesser extent 13 sti]) being dowe, by the Women Police
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The Volustary Women Patrols were first recognized
11 1916, and were employed on patrcl and ether police
duties 1o connection with wemen sad childeen  As
many a3 4,000 to 5000 Women Patrols were at
pme bime active o this cou%:jy Az a direct resalt
of the work dome by this y the official Women
Police were estabhished ' 1918 under their own wirmaty
superintepdent This Forer, 11 lemdon, incloding
né::ns, at pae bime numbered 110

Dunaog the year 1921 & total number of 7,331 gards
und women were passed tnto the Voluntary Homes of
London by the Women Polwce alore, while from 6,000
W 7000 Were given temporary shelter  Thor work
was very highly commended by mert than ome
Commissicner of Poler bul, in spte of ity obvious
wvalue, Lthe Force in Loodom was reduced to Lwenty
under the Geddes economy scheme ‘These remainmg
wornen oficers were then employed chielly on ovdin
police duties, working poder Lgn: arders of Divisona!
Supenntendeats, and were bardly able to de any
special work I a number of provinoal towns o
much smalletr reduction, or nooe at all, was made, the
movement recelving the enthusmastic support of the
Chief Constables At the present date Womeo
Polwe are working successfully under the Chuisf
Constables at Hirmingham, Colchester, Graetham,
Onicrd, Cambridge and clsewhere, while the first-
named ety employs six i umform, aad also has a
member of the Women Police 1n the Cramimal
Tovestigation Department

The teinstatement of the Foree in London upon an
cffective bams appears mow to be proceeding satis-
factorily, and the majomty of these 1n touch with the
thificolties of resome wotk regard this move as
mdispensabie  Mady experts cxpress the opunien that
uo Police Force can be ompletely effective without 1ts
queta of women oficers

The women aré able to tackle certain problems and
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atuations with a apcpesa that 15 1mpeanble to men
Tt 15 clmmed that they act af 3 stranger deterrent
furce, for apstatce, when dealimg with male offenders,
they can undertake more moral aed socia] work, while
certain £pecial cazes fall naturally wathin the province
of the Women Police officer  The taling of statements
o women's special cases can better be done by them,
and 1o cascs of chimizal assaults on chuldren; the
attending of wotmen prisoners 1 Folice Courts and the
exetcise of deterrent influence among young chidren
1m the streets and parks are also dulies best carred out
by women

A very valuable work which was carrsed put by the
Women Police before therr redoction was the regular
wissting of seamen’s cafés and restaurants up the East
End In these places oumbers of coloured men are
always to be found 1o company with white purls and
women  There apfears to be & growing tendency for
white garls o assocmie fur smmoral purposcz wrth
blacks, and 1his 13 an evil whuch reguires very drastic
wreatment  Coloured men would seem to possess a
peculiar fascimation for women of a certam type A
oymber marry black men apd alse Chinese, aund,
althoupgh they are zaid on the whole to be very well
treated by thewr hushands, the Chinese vsually desert
them ultumately, and return to ther own counlry
The Women Polwe, by eotemng cafés and other
meeting places 10 the [‘z;st End and (nducing white
women found therern o leawe, excreissd o vaipable
check on such associations, bat this work wnfortunately
hed te be dropped when the reduction tn the Force
wis made

The matrons and soperratendents of the Voluntary
Homes spesk most enth lly of the 3
tendered by the Women Polier, and there cen be no
doubt thata carefully selected and tramed Force, of
kept wellanformed of the faclities available at the
Homes, wonld sgmn do mest valoable street patrel
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work and belp to case the iacreasing difficalty of
finding switable unoficial workers e ypiform 15
thought to give the Women Polioe addibonal autharity
compared wilth that exercised by voluntary workers
Opoions, however, are dunded on this score, and it
appears that—as 1 the case of the Men Polce—there
are occaswons when the weating of plan clothes can
better asmst the wotk 1n hand

The reader must be cautioned against confusng the
oficial Women Police with the unofficral movement of
a simlar mature which was foeunded w1914 by Mise
Nina Beyle of the Freedom League, and later ralen
over by Miss Damer Dawson  These women did
most excellent work also, but were never offioally
recogmeed except by the Mimstry of Mumtions, for
whom they did welfare work ‘They were fitally
desmignated the '* Women's Ausihaty Foree ' atd are
at present carryiag on very valeable preventive work
under g specisl sheme

Towards the end of :9:9 i %}ut effort was made by
workers conoected with the Young Men's Christin
A ton and other L protect soldiers and
salors on leave, and demn’bﬁlmed men from the
temptations of the streets © Workers were based on
Watetloo and Victona stabions, and eventually at
least eight buteaux were founded in Lomdon Tt was
so¢m found that it was imposeibie to deal with the men
alone  The nature of the work Brought the patrols
very closely into tonch wath the gorls and wemen,
and gave them the closest possible 1amight iote their
characters and ther dufficulties  This work was
carred oo for some yeets after the end of the war,

* The reader 13 refentnd to twe moet :llummmating and
beman docomests seports of some of these wotivdties—
sbefuded m the Appzudlus to ﬂ:: Londem Ceunty Connel

gﬂ nmber oy, eotilled, Report by s.h Medrce!
Officer of Health on the Vemereot Diseases Sthame, , Lsanied
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gradtally changang 15 netore, wotl itd pomery
obpective became that of saving the girls from ther
life ou the steeets  The duficulties encoumiersd were
enormous but the results were wmore than splendid  In
the Waterloo drstrict alone, drring the year 1919, the
patrels perzuaded over 3,700 men to leave the wormen
with whom they were associated, while duning mine
months of 1480, 1t 13 estimated thar 1n the same
disttaet 100 gnrls weee 1afluenced to abandon the Tufe
of the streets, 116 were taken to hospital for treatment
for venerea] disease, 104 were provided wath ledgings,
and 71 were bzt ]

d 1n liotiest employ These
{ew figures, taken frown the Report referred to tn the
footnote, will give the general reader some idea of the
good that may be done by two enthasiastic and efficient
wirkers tn ane district alone

Smch facts, which are only pcked at randem
from a mass of equally striking statistics, tend
ymmeasurably to strengthen the case which can be
made pat for a conserable 1ncrease 1n cutade patrel
work

Before, however, any great inerease 13 made 19 the
oomber of atreet workers, it would be absclutely
esgential that a srong organization shemld be con-
abructed te back up that werk Ome of the most
awkward and constantly recurmog problems met with
15 that of the 1mmediate disposal of a girl whe
responds to the appeal of & worker and s to
abandon 2 hfe of wrongdong  IF she 15 T oo the
pant of entering an hotrl with & man, althoogh she
may not bave a peony :n her pockel, she s at [east
sttre of 2 mrght's ledmeg  If the pattol worker cannot
even offer ber a bed for the mght the gitl as hikely to
shp threugh her hande agan, thinkeag that this must
bew thing which 13 bewng offered her i eachaage
for the eml which she at least koows. And that bed,
under the pesent condibions of losse orgadization, is
often 3y elusive as a will-o"-the-wusp It a5 late at
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night—often ope or two a.m —many of the Rescae
Homes are not on the telepbone, and those that ave
wiil psmally be full at this bour  Others will net
accept emeTgeacy sases, or those that would do so
discover at the Jast mopute that the presence of
venereal disesse, pregmnancy, a werminoes head, or
some other dusgualification forbads them, under thew
rules, to admit the girl  The upshot 15 often a weary
mght-tramp fer the worker avd the girl in search of
the vacant bed chal exists somewhers if oply 1t can be
found  The wewitable result 1s the wmaste of the
valuable time of the former and & weanng out of
the pewly-aequired virtuens aspirations of the latter 1o
the face of a welcome to her new mede of hifle—'"as
cold a3 chanty."

If the gl 16 sent to 8 Commen Lodging Heuse and
made to promise that she will retorm the next day
the 1seue 15 gravely endabngered , she 15 guate hikely to
meet and talk with & conbrmed prostitute, who will
paint for ber an usattractive picture of hie at a
Rescue Home (m some few cases unhapply only too
wall y and 30 rep and good
evaporate with the pew day and the patrol worker

iy will never see her charge again.

But the first might's ledgag, vitally importast as it
often 15, 15 only the beginming Provision must be
made for the gurl to pasa throogh all the stages of
reclamation, she feeds, first, motherly care and
sympathy, she may need a hospital and a long coorse
of treatment, she seeds strengthemog and confirmeng
mm her resolve, \ratmng for honest employment, a
chance of the employment itself, and, finally, 10 many
cpasg, long years of after-care watchfuloess In fact,
1F sygcesg ps to be achreved, the complete mackinery
of the werk of rescue must be i place, well auled and
m perfect workm% order, wartilg for the patrol
worker to close the startinpswitch withim a few
manutey of thal chance mesting on the street At the
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present moment Lhe parts of that machioe, 1 various
stages of complehon, are lying abost all over London,
wateng for 8 co-otdenating bady te wok them up shd
fit them together, while the patrol workers ate deing
the best they can—and a vety good best it is—with
emch tools as come to thear hands

Venereal Disease

The diseasts comag uoder this beading, sad
vatipusly tefetted to as ** social disease,” ™ the hdden
plague,’” " the French ewl,” et , compmee a faclor
vety materally increasmg the difficultees of fescnc
work  Gurls and women who find themselves mbected
with venereal disease in additien to thewr other
embartassments are mdeed 1n 8 pihable plight A
ol who 15 to some extest wmentally deficient, the
tiolbier—or about to become the mother—of an
sllegrimate chuld, deseried by her lover, permibess and
disowtied by her fretids, does oot peed the additional
burden of this disezase 1o draw fer down 1nte the Jowest
depths of the Maelstrom  she i there already  And
yet, 1t some <ases, even this s added also, and one
case commes to the mind of the writer of a girl, who waa
an epileptic, and in addition Lo most of the above
afflictionz, had been the zubject of cruminal proceedings
for the murder of her baby Hurely as desperate a
state of afiairs as can well be umagined—and thers waz
oot & Heme ;m London at the time where the tules
pernutted her reception

It s5 among cases aflicted with venereal diseare that
1he worker 16 Likely to meet wmth girls and women in
the most d o which 1 coutses

can lead "
garding the lence of thess among
woinen In Louden no definpts stabement can be made
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by the woiler, mince the scope of his ipquiry did oot
extead to & full analysm of the poaition Iy 13 safe,
however, to state that any man who associates with
a woman of the streets u oubtcdly TODE & Very grave
risk of contraghing 1mfection  This does not by any
means tmply that the lar prostitute 15 mote hkcly
than other girls to be mtected  1ather s the converse
the case 05 type of woman of necessity learns how
kect herself and, although she may have recerved
ection once, she takes wery good care afterwards to
cmploy preventive precanlions  Many regulsr prosu-
tutes undoubledly are wafected and lake po measyres
to rid themselves of the plague nawil it becomes
senons, but the danger chiefly atises among those
occasonal prostitutes, or ‘7 amateurs ‘'—ehop grls,
watresses, cie —whe go on the streeta perodically to
ther -gul ages , there are
also the very young gorla, and those who resort to
immoral cowrses, not for purposes of gmn, bot of free
will, for the sndulgence of their etnotions  These Texs
professional types probably ioclude a bigh proportion
of girls wwfected with both syphulis and gonorrhoa
The incidence vares enormousiy according to the type
congidered and the district
There are some ohservers who deglare that the
diseases have shown 2 marked jpcrease 1o prevalence
of recent years, and tbat they are stll pamag
gronnd  Such opumen must be recerved with caution,
smee thete are several indeterminake factors entering
ute the problem Tt 15 only recently that the distases
bave been mote openly recogmized and extensive official
campalgns have bern instinted with the obect of
malag treatment facilites more easly  avarlable
and diatnbuting nformation as to where advice and
help can be obtained, together with warnings as to
the prave dangers of neglect Thiz action of the
authonties cantiot have failed to affect the number of
cases apphang for t but an in the
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atatistica refernng to these dors net by any means
denote an 1ncrease 10 the prevalence of the diseanes, it
may mertly mean that some of the submerged cases,
whick before were treated by home speofies, by
woquahified practitioners, or not al all, kave been lifted
o daylight  Venereal disease bas rightly been
ralled the ™ huddes plagoe." and, ss far as rehable
statistics are concerned, 1k appears lkely that even its
Approximale dimensions may remarn chacured for some
ttme tp come The figures available relative to the
altendance at chnics seggest that the discases are now
abating to x Cms!deraiﬂge extant
1on for dealing with weocreal disease

available at the Voluntary Hotmes has been woted
already Tt 15 mot very large, and the efiorts made to
treat really serious cases are msigruficant  This 1z as
1t should be, stoce the work of these Homes 13 not
hesptal work, 1t is mote concerned wiik 1he develop-
ment of character, and the guarding of the individual
from spiritual danpers than with the care of the
physically afflicted  Certain netable exceptions there
are, as, for example, the Home for young children
afflicted with venereal disease tn which we referred 1o
a premious chapter, but the trestment of these diseazes,
at least m their more acete stages, falls more naturally
within the prowvioce of the hesmtals, hosmtal chmes
and Poor Law Iufirmanes

‘There are at present many obslacles n the way of
the satisfactory handl of known ot 1 cases
of wenereal digease Women who are i the hande of
rescue workers and being helped 1m other wavs ere
usually found to be amensble to the suggeshon that
they should be medically examimed, particularly when
it 15 pounted out to them that ¢he conditions of
admussion to 8 Home detnand 1t , thedical examination,
bowever, cannot be enforced: there are certsin
hyections to the p 1 that lsory i
should be samctioned by law, az there are alse to the
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proposal o mclude ponorthees aod syphilia i the
category of potifinble diseaser Many women do not
2pply far advice or treatment wetl therr condition bas
become very serious
‘T'here are several very debatable pointa 1o congechion
with these diseaseg around which 1 pitehed battle i
canbinucusly heing waged by experts  These points
shonld be meotioned bere, but the wmter docs not
wventhre to express any opmon 25 to the felabive menits
of the different polines advorated Th: advisability
of permutting or the of
Lknowledge as to kow venereal infection way be avorded
by the use of certatn prophylactics 18 a pownt alse
eagerly debated, but (he 1s3ue here appears to be quite
clear 1t 15 exacily paralle] to that problem rased by
the spread of burth-control knowledge, and, with thie,
1t 19 dealt with more fully 10 @ Jater chapler under the
heading of cansative influences
The question as to whether some pressure shoald
be exerted by law to ensure that cases nhich have
sobmatted to medical treatment shall contimue that
treatment mniil rendered non-rafechons 1s an important
one  There seem 1o be few vahd objechions to such
a regulation, the most obvious bewng, perhaps, that it
would be very difficult to enforce The present state
of things 15 eertamly unsatisfactory There 15 nothing
to pﬂ:\l:nt a gir] who bas cotered a hosgatal 10 a
diseased cond: ctllectitnr ket belong-
m.gs atd wu]kmg out as #00n as the wore distressng
syatplosts dave abated, and this actually happens
some cases  Those also who are treated at clinues are
apt to abandon their attendamce at the same stage,
mnagining that they are cured  =och 12 wsueilly by no
means the case and, althongh the medical standard
which 18 considered as g core by the climes 13 a very
high one, some of those who relimquish the treatment
before obtawziog e clean bl must certanly continue
1o apread the infection  Some street girls are koown
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to ply theit trade even while they ars ynder treatment
at 4 choie

‘The remedial work deone at 1be choies is mvaloable,
and they arc wisited by members of all classes of
sonety Irom the almost destitute to those who dive
up 10 therr own loxuneiis cars

dd! te the verlres 1 by

authority there 13, of course, a conslderaﬁe amount
of treatment underialeen by "medeal men privataly
Many patients hesitate (o apply a2t a clime for fear
that they wili there mert someone known to them,
and thercfore prefer to coneult a doctor privately
A few privawe prachibwoners specialize i the treatiment
of these datperows diseases, but those who du tiot
wmake a spersal study of them are not always
possesmon of the most recently acquired Enowledpe
on the subjla:t or famther with the most up-to-date
and Hods of

A wery preat deal of ewl s dome those entirely
mmquahifled " quacks, or ndreduals wieh 8 very
mcomplete knowledge of ther  subyect—low-grade
chemists, barbers and others—usually of foreigm
extrachion—who profess to cure venmereal diseasc
These people practise clandestinely and m fear of the
law, but they often liave a3 vety large chentéle m
vertain disttiels  In the Whitechapel and Lamrehoose
attas, whete the conditions are bad and the madenrce
of verereal digease probably greater than 1o any other
warter of London, & pumber of these charlatans
wutish—Russians, Poles, Jews, etr They erther

? Thoaz inberesied o the methods of administration at
the chmcs, and o the problems of venereal disease
aenemally are refered hxr more detailed :nfarmat(ou to the
T.anden oty Conn port of 1pza—Report by ko
Vedseal Ofirer af Heulrh on The Fenerenl Disendes Scheme,
to ihe Mimstry of Health Reperi of ihe Comanlice o!
Inquity gn Fewercal Diseose, and tn the vanogs teports of
the Nateomal Cpuncel for Cnml‘;nlmg Vénereal Drxepse ahd
the Nacirly for the Premgntion of Vanersal Disease
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employ specifics of therr own, which may or may aot
do mr harm or good, of some propritary remedy,
which 15 usoally muocuous and often uscless They
probably effect 8 number of real or sopposed cures, 2nd
oiten gain & great reputation i therr district, beag
locked upen by the igmorant as public henefactora.

In concloding the present superficial account of
some of the aspects of the question of zocral disease,
stress shonld perbaps be lad npon the fart that, m
spite of the wade prevaleace of syphilis and gonorthera,
the drsplayed i a5 o the natere
of these diseases, purticubarly by the unsducaed
classes, 13 found to be astounding It 19 mot gemerally
realized that both gonorrhoea and syphihis are both
very dangerges diseases and that, if remedial measnres
are oot taken un time, the most serious after-effects
may follow, that syphibs, for example, 1= 3 frequent
predisposing cause of fatal pervens disceses soch as
locamiotor staxia and general paralysis of the iosaoe,
atd mav also be hereditary, piving fise to insantty,
deBciencies of sight or hearing and physical malforma-
uons  Gonerrheea 12 probably regarded genetslly as
a comparabvely muld affection, and i 1= not useally
Tealized that it may alas set wp grave secondaty
troubles of hereditary defects 15 1gnorance leads
&t bimea to the most amazmg acts of folly , cases have
betn known where unmarmed mirls, pregnant, apd
afificled with venereal disease, have remaimed on the
streets and coukenued bo ply ther trade, wmtd within
actually a fartnight of the time of their confinement

There 19 3 most dangerous superstition among 1he
mere lgmotant that venereal distas: may be purged
from the systems of the woman aBected grves byrth to 2
ehild, and a belief 13 also cotrent to the effect that a
sufferer will be cured if be or she can soccerd m
mfel:t;lag ancther person  Thesr superstitioms ate
credited, and ucted wpon, to-day m Loadon

Altheugh there thay be good groonds for the
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atgmment that 3 spread of koowledge of the most
successful methods of prophyiaxis may have undesir-
abls ethycal effects, tﬂ:r! cyn eorely be only one
opmon a3 to the urgency of the need for dissetinating
warnitigs as to the true mature of these very dangercus
dlmm ln order that the cotmmumty pt large, and 10

e women aod child whe are
often v'u:hm.s may to this extent be safegiatded
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conpetipes—Ihe atittwde @f pemth tmaerds religrom—
phe gemegnd  for  facks (3} Gromng el G
miistipline and independeat thowghi—o wolurol and
Rapetwi Sige of b Sely A
comtes—wiarriage dificwibies, * dzal womd standard Y
= the whaie slove broffic — dongers of abdwcion —
frracurers amd feemps

THERE ate, &5 We bave sugpested earhet, many
dengerous currents of different kinds which together
make np the man stream which sweeps towards the
mgelstrom of moral degradaton me of these
corrents are obwious wpom & cufsofy eXamnstion of
the snbject, wthers are conceaied and of & more subtle
nn%:’t d dert of
& basic apd most nt underl capse

png 19 vanonsl, rﬁ":ﬂd to by :’::f& workers

ag " ongmal st the ald Adam for Eve),” o the
267,
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'*urge of sex,” and accepted 23 an wincvitable evil o
be combated The writer believea that the mamidfold
pature of thig allsmportant cause has b 0 he
realized only very recently and m a few places, that
to regard it as an evil or an eoemay 15 the greakest
posstble mestake , that 16 gan a deeper ynderstandimg
of 1t 15 ko soe 1ts mgmficance 1w very different and far
wmore hopeful Light He proposgs to treat of the
varous sspects of this subjert separately m Ehie
lollowing chapter, first dispomng of the more obviods
circumatances which seem to have smportant causative
mfluences upon the problem

The chief cavses 10 which reseoe workers 45 a whole
appear to attribote uodesirable moral conditions may
I set out—wathoat reference to the ceder of ther
eetimated unportance—as follows, neatly all of them
applying W men as well 42 to women

1 Emghwonal or mental unbglaoce, or ioherent
predisposition, sometimes traceabte to beredity
Htrastened finanaal orcomstances
I , 0f wrang knowledge, and cunpait;
Ead heusimg cr.md:gwns b ¥
Ewl nfluenees of upbrimging, or immoral
assoctates 1 early life
Betrayal under promise of mamage
Lonelymess and monotony, coupled with a natural
desire fot excibemnent , lack of smtable recreation
Vanous suxgestive 10Ruences
Dok, of drug-ralimg
10 The spread of Lirth-rontrel knowiedge
11 Absence of any religious Lelief
12 A recent lowersng of moral standarda, possibly as
a reselt of war conditons  the wadespread
wntolerance of discipline or self-desmplioe

M WM s

The above cauges are merely stated baldly, each
requires some qualifcation and has meore than one
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aspect  ‘Those given shore, and some others, will
repay cluaeﬁ examoation, most af them apply to both
ua

r Inl ru::yt towards A, may,
a3 we have secn, be & mental phenemenon, and this 18,
uefortunately, an all tuo comtnon factor afiecting the
posiion  In s Yess severe mamfestationy 10 probably
accounts for mest of the condmons where the sex-
mpalss 5 found to be undaly stressed  Here we are
oo treacherona ground, however, and we muost oot lose
sight of the fact that the very conhnoapes of the
human rate depeads upon a sufficicat sex clement beng
present im the wndondual, the line of demarcation of
the "' mormal 1o this pariicular has not yet been,
and probably sever will be, defined

[ 13 perhapa safe to state that, 1o both sexes,
nbvious mental matabelity or lack of ¢ootrol, however
acquired, zcconnts for much of the trouhle, and that
ngistent desices 10 apparently normal but weak
characters, coupled wrih the fﬂck af opﬁorlmmy o
salisfyr these natural ‘
for a very great deal more Weare h:rt VErgILE VET¥
closely upon the *' underiyiog cause’ :;Frn:d to
above

2 There 13 80 doubt whatever that financial need
oF ihsecurity 35 a poweriul contnibutiag cause of
wnmerality nmon? woen A git]l who s sttemphing
Lo earn her own lvieg i poorly pod employment 15
usually sureounded by others 1o similar creumstances
and a proportion of these will often st ber am
unforlupate example, moresver, 1o many bomnesses,
grls are closely assoc:a!ed with men, ether as

lagers, and the Tack of

suﬁic:em money may lhus he parallelad both by the
active example and the opportunity 1o obtan it 1o an
wrregelar manner It musl be remembered also that
men will often offer attractive sums for the woman's
degradation,
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To addition to those who arr mgmiarly empleyed

for msufficent wages thete e many  whe are
ged 1o varioos 1 ¢ which Jeave

them noemployed for Toog periods.  ‘These are often
forced to choose Dbelween semi-slarvation and =m
irregular Life, Some suiteble scheme of insurance
would be & boon to these women

Parallel nath the posmtion of those whe are actually

£ 1y paud for the of bare

15 that of others who are able W provide themsslves
with lodging, clothes and zufiicient food, but find Do
surplus 1o their bodget to allew for reasonable
laxuries, there are glhers aleo whose demire for
Jyzures goes beyond what might he conmdered
reasanzble  In both cases the temptaton 16 great 1o
obtasn mooey, or the thimgs desued *'m kind “—
dress, sweets, theatres, dances, et —by the eamest
means Probably by far the greater amoumt of tke
money thus acquired 15 speot om dress  Maoy girls
alse are now umable to command the high wages which
they sohrawmed derng the war, and having become
acrustomed to a certan style of lng, they attempt
to regain it by illeguimate means

3 The opmon of experts 15 foond to be very moch
dimded npon the question as to bow far iguorance of
matters of sex plays a part o the downfall of grrls
and women SHome workers state that girls are very
often jgnoranl of thesz matters, others dexlare that
such igoTance 15 seldom found, and confidentls assert
that *the gir] of fourteen to-day knows more of the
facts of hie than her grandmother knew at sixty "'
The troth of the matter seems 10 lie ag nsual between
the two exiremes

Ignorance of sex matters certanly prevails amongst
a proporbon of grls of a cortam ry, \wher very
young girls, comntry grls, or those pirls «of the better-
class famlies who have led very sheltered lives

Bul, whattver may be the extent of sech 1gnorance,
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end the damage aectuing therefrom, 1t is quite certa
that wrong knooledge, which 16 far more dangerous
than ignotance, 15 responsible for o very great deal of
misery  This also applies to both sexas

A very large proportion of young men and women
in all grades of socety recerve po proper jmatruction
in the facts of Lie, esther from their parents er at
school ! Even at the best public schocls 2 boy of
fourteen or fifteen, who arrives at a house hawng
recerved oo previous enlightenment from the head-
master of his private school, 18 sot zlways wmatructed
by his bouse.master ether—and thia 1o apte of the

1a] moral dangers which uodoubtedly hesel o boy

zﬁh,; age at school The most be 5 likely to hear
on the sobject officially 15 & oumber of exccedingly
vagoe warmogs from the pulmt, or oebulone references
of a sumlar lund 1octuded 1o what he would desenibe
asa ' pi-jaw " from one or other of hrs masters The
chuef result of these indehnule refertnees to scx matiers
1= probably the aroasing of hrs cuncuty  Before he
bax been long at schoo! be trealizes that there exist
among the elder of bus fellows secrets which he does
ool share  He hears vague and often ribald references
by malters that are dark to lum, and his ignorance 15
sometimes the subgect of weiled 1pzsl.ss among the
others This makes ham feel acutely uncomfortable
He 15 also aware at this hime of unfamaliar develop-
meats 1o ba own physe

Tf the boy be of @ scnsitive mature Lhe last thng
that he will thiak of desmg, 1n view of the manner 1
which the subject 12 prescnted to him, wll be to seek
eolightenment openly e fecla thar his ignoranes 13
somethigg to be ashamed of , be will probably pretend
to lmgwledge which he docs not posscss, and
to find oot what afl the mystery 15 about m his awm
way, be may in time gam a very accurate wea of the

L of gencral has an
Fet notrbete wn Eurcpe "—Prosittstion e Edrope, p 53
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facta by paying keen altentipn tp what 3 pmid and
applying synthetie and dednctve reasomipg to the
fragments which be slores up in hem bram  To aoy
case the angle of view from which be spproaches an
noderstanding of the sacred creative funchion of sex
19 apt o be a deplorably sordid one

In some large schools it 15 the cusiom for each
mtocent boy, soon after bz arrval, to be ' taught "
these matters by an clder boy daly appointed by the
head of the houss , whether thia plan gives sabsfactory
vesuits or oot will depead upon the character of the
yeuthful sostructor and the general tone of the honse
at least there 13 2 grave sk

1f theee conditions preval—and they certanly do
preval—im the best boys' schools 1o the land, 1t secms
to be high tupe that a determuned efort were thade to
enzure the adoption of betier methods im schools of
every grade, and the poszibilives will be consdered
a later chapier

T can be mo dontt  whatewer that  this
casnal treatment of the allimportant matter of

gk and the \| undesirable con-

sequences, mre powerful factors tendiog to induce
leise morahty amongst young men, mercover, there
15, 1 addition ke the el fostered by ihis negative
atutude, o loss of 30 epporiunity of the highest value
for the weulcation of desirable lendencies of a poanive
nature  The wnter cannot speak with the same
anlhuntr as regarda the conditions prevailing an Jarge
scheols for girls, but e has good reason for mggesting
that the posihon wall be found to be at least guite as
unzatrsfactory

Considening agam grls of the types found at the
Voluntary Homes, there can be no doubt that, altheugh
the majortty of them learn the facts of hfe at an eatly
age, they are by oo means well informed as to the
grave dangers of vanous luads mte which an irregutar
Life may lead them,
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Ignotapce of sex troths, then—and, m partitular,
kaowledge wrongly acguired—muost be regarded as
impeoriant causes tending towards ill-dang, and the
neglect of eficient imstruction 1s to be lamented as
representing the wasteful abandonment of a powerful
mstrument for the encouragement of well-doing, and
for the acquumition hy the young of 'hcm:r-bals:;nn:d,
saner and cleaner outlook

4 Ewn! housing conditiods must be reckoned with as
lymg at the root of many undesitable tendencles

cy sccm to opetate in two important ways  In the
first place there ate, 1w London and ather latge lowns,
areas of congestion where it i & fawrly common thin,
for o family, or even several famulics, w be foun
oooupying ofie toom  There may be adulia and
chuldren of all ages lrnng and sleeping within the
com of four walls There 1 oo reason for
dwelling upon surh a state of things, the reahzabion
may be left to the imagitation of the reader  The
most termble aspeck, of conrse, 1% thet thete s
sbsclutely 00 persons] privacy for any mdindual, all
things which sre said and done willin those fonr
walle may be heard and seen by cvery man, weman
and cluld present

Liviag condittons of this land prodece a deaden-
g of senmbobity 1o the chuldren who grow up m
such purroyndiggs, they must undoubtedly be beld
Tespongible alsn for many of the casea of child aseault

incest which are brooght to Light every year  Faor
8 pirl 1o have a child by ber faﬂ:tr ot “hrother 1a
1 some distticts regarded rather gs a humorops ms-
fortune than as a sin aganst buman and divine lawr

The secopd thanmer 18 which overvtowded hving
conditicns operate as a cang of wrongdeng apphes
more cbviotsly to women than to mea A gurl brought
up atoogst surrcundings snch ws we bave desctibed
ragant have the fantest conception of the meamng of
2 true bhowe of the amenwries of home Nhie. Tt s,
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therefore, almost impossible for her to form the
amibition to passess 3 kome of her own  Fome, to her,
often appeats a5 a dismal and miserable place from
which she prefers to escape as often and for o long
a5 possible  Thus the home-bmlding mstinct-—io a
woman one of the ihost powerful 1ocenlives to run a
straight course—s emher withbeld From her wimon
entirely, or smotherad at ats first vague buth i her
imagination

It 12 more than satisfactory to reflect that the bvang
conditins referred to bere, and mere particolacly
descrabed o oour first chapter, ate being ehmenated
gradually 1o Logdon by the untiefag eforts of the
responsible authorties  Much work yet remains to be
dome, 1t canoet be carmed out with such preciputate
baste as some of the more hot-headed of social
reformers of lo«lay, 1 thewr gnorance, tmagine, the
new structure must be well-designed, and designed for
permanence

5 Bad conditions of npbnnging are foond 1 cther
surronndings than where they are primanly associated
with ded honsin; i} Farrots may be
nnmotre], or merely negicctful, allewing thewr chldren
te mssorate at an carly age with immorsl persons
Some parents actovely  abet  thex childten m
itamorality, cocooraging them to earn a few coppers
by permitting undesirable famnbarities from strangers
whom they meet io public places ‘The tender ages
of some of these children comes as a shotk to the
ioquirer 1t 18 small wonder 3f, from such beginomgs,
they develop later 1oto avowed prostitutes b 13 stated
that dunng the past few yrars an inerease has been
noticeable 1n rimorality among chitdren of twelve to
EIxteen years

At a miper age also pitls undoobtedly mest mith
stmlar eocouragement, if a gurl asks for money or
clothes the mether or father wil! hint to her that bher
peeds are 3 matter of considerable expense, that she
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bes an easy means of gaming money, and that there
ix 1o reason why the fatinly shenld not benefit thmb{
Hapmiy, parcots of this qoality atr comparative
yare, but it 18 qu.:l.e certain that they do exlst bere and
thers, and a number ofﬁ:rs recesved at the Resme
Homes owe their downfal orlg:nal]y to this cavse

G Thete 15 oo donbt that many gurle are betrayed,
noder promise of marnage, by men to whom they
conader themselves betrothed  As soon es 1t becomes
evident that the girl 15 to bave a baby the man—some-
tunes 8 marned man—disappears from the seene and
Teaves the nofortunate gl to face her trouble alene
Many grls with hostories of thie kind are received at
the Veluntary Homcs dunng the course of a yer
Some saper that the
modern girl 19 too trust.ful and does mot trouble to
venfy the statements of the man who 13 paymg her
attention  Thus, of 1t be troe, may prove unfortunate,
but 1t can acarcely be considered as 1 flaw 1n the gurl'a
character that she credits her men foeads mith truth-
fulnees noless she 15 goven reasor ko doubt them

7 Tt bhas been said that oo place can be so lonely
ax the middle of a ctowd, and rt 15 true that, to those
who bave no friends in Londen and no opportumty of
wmeking friends, the Metropohs, for sl ils millions
of humamty, cat be one of the fon:]1:at plates 1o the
weorl

A lopeliness of this kind i1 probally responsible for
the initial stages of the downfall of maoy a mil
attemptitg to live an sndependeat hie in Londen The
domestie gervant up from the counity, and the bus:-
ness mrl who bas no foends of the oppomte sex, may
have a very strong patural desire for companionship
of the hest kind In facl, as ome matron, when
discussing cavass of srongdong, sadly exclaimed,
“ The treuble nwadays 11 that every par] thinks that
she must have a boer " which seems to the wnter
not ench an wnnatural or gnfal wish as the good lady
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appeared to conmder 1t If a2 gpil would fulfl ber
desire for male companonship she 18 often oblhped
to =ck her fmeads amopg chance scgmaniances—
' preked up,’t 2% the popular 1dwm has it-wth vhom
she may get into ¢ooversation 1n the sireet, m shops,
trasng, restaurants, or at ralway atabioos or elagwhers
Buch chanee acquaintanteships aced Dot pecessanly
be hartoful except that the circutmsianoes of their
begmming tetid ko shape them wrongly In the first
plece there 15 8 furtive atmesphers thrown over the
whole relawenslup A man whe will make the
acquamtance of a ﬁ"] in this way 18 often seeking for
an illiat relationship and thioks that a gurl whoe wll
respond 1o hg advances may be willing to co-operate
with hm, even f he does not set her down ar omee
i s nund az a @rl of loose morala The gir! alse
probably susperts this at the ontset  The respect of
carh for the ather is lowered, or at least eodemgered
If either or beth are by natute inchined to give way
1o cmotional promptiogs, which are thos brooght te
the threshold of thew attention, Uic way s made casy
for themn o an extent which would never have accom-
panied 2 meeting 10 the ordimary »ay 10 an atmosphene
of mutnal respect

Coupled with logel and lack of
we must consder mongtony of wark, or of exrstence
generally, as ao important exqitiag cadse, and thue
wmplies also a lack of sutable recreation or secondary
jnterests  Some factory occupations are certsioly of
a very monotonous rxture, but the factary @el ae least
has her spare bime free, and may be able to wee 11
advantageously , she also meets many girls of her own
class and makes friends  The moostony of existence
In domestee servier, or ather * hving-in " occupations
15 prebably more trymg Tt 13 stated that some
domestic servants are very badly and meonsiderately
treated by thewr employers  Thiz stalement, unguali-
fied, would be violently challenged by employers of
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those better-clase domestic sarvants, who demand,
and oblon as A mgtler of course, copgessOnE
which a previcus generatwon wonld have regarded am
Rheer Juxweries  Tlomestic setwvice, However, includes
wery many different grades of employment and 1t 15
undouhtadly tree that, ;m such places as ohecure
private hotels and baardmg houses and elsewhers, the
domestie drudge, or *' genergl,'” leads a wvery unenw.
ahle hfe Enghsh g!rls empleyed by formigo femihics
in the Fast End of Londsn are said often to he treated
weth partecular meanness and lack of conmideration

Manontony of ex:stene such as we are considening 3
not unhkely, by a ps¥chologpieal reaction, to beget
periodically’ ;n man or woman an almost desperate
cruving fur an anacenstemed ex ENCE 0T :xclttm:nt
of some kiod  Tla nastent demand for a ™ fing "
undoubtedly araes at times and, owing io lack of a
legitimate safcty-valve, often leads 1o trouble

The lives of a large proportion of town-dwellers are
over-shadesed by a terrble sameness which more and
ware afects the character of the wdimdusl  Ther
habits become more and more sheep-like 10 every way
The cletk whe leaves his suborban home an the motn-
g and returos ke it oat moght, completng a fized
mtetmediate deily tounae unul the days and wecks
and months and years merge 1t a hfetime 14 one of
by most unenviable wictims of this smethenng cobweb
of menotony which men and women inevitably spin
sround themselves when they swarm together in great
cihes  Probably every oflice worker posasssed of aoy
wndimdushty at'al] has at times expericoesd an mmward
rebellion against the Tie of the erawd and the tasks of
ihe crowd snd cverything to do with the crowd that
hems bum in and Timitz bs Ereedom at e turn
Afterwards follows a realizotion of the sireogth of the
tiea by which the crowd.life lolds him down, and of
ihoge compensating advantages which enly the crowd-
liie has to offer—and so he b gred to another

L1
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epell of monotony. Some few bresk awar zod carve

put their own fortunes iarlfmm the mass; many
more ' break out ¥ forr as sem-dellnm pem-d of
iregpensible Yherty, alr down It 15 this

* brealong-cut ** wh\r_'h may 'h: the causs of much
trwb!e amnng ol workers ap well as men  The effect

].El ng tamcicss may also be ta divert the
attenum:l nrmgly towards the newest eensabon of the
motoeat, and the habit of obtexmiag thrills ™ stcond-
hand ** 10 this way appears, assisted by the Press, to
become more frmly smgramed 1o the multitude every

year

Iz this cotbection it may be worth while to take
nete of one of the most d]s%uslmg exhibibons of
mortudity which has been dis ayed In recent years,
following upon & notorious crize  So bad was 1t that
even the Press—not usually squeamuish—exinbits o
tone of mald censure of the parbiipants, afthoogh the
Excise Aothoniies and the Police were rently
willmg or—let us hope—ronstramed by ng\m to
condone 1t

The following acconnt appeared 1 a dal of
July a6th, Ing, wader thcp:amlm. " Pay!);l Pﬂt?rsm
Houge of th. " and other headhnes, which are
omitted

" Paying & shllog o head, of whieh 24 18
deducted for tulertmtiment tax, between oo and
1,000 motbid sightsects Have been daly wisrting the
Butigalow where Miss wag k\]lcdy

" Outside the place 1a ke a fair, with rawcous
vendors of sce<reams and sucks of sweet “rock
stamped ' Crumbles Bungalow Reek,’ bawling thesr

wares.
[ C»l. a.h are hﬂ

loads of passengers lo and frcrm the buugalnw,

isstung specie] cheap return tickets for ve &4 from
5L
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" Bimee last Monday, whben the charge for
adtnissien was 1mposed for the first tume, ten people
have passed through the rooms every five muputes
of each day Fregquently wbere 15 a guene of oo
waiting to gek in.

Chocolates Exhibit

" A man who ants as gmde gives a graphic rectal
of the detals of the come

" The totir mcludes an extulution of the box of
chocolates Teft by Miss texaetly asn left,
untotchead ¢

"1 derded to open the bungalow,” the owner
1old the Datly —— yesterday, ' becanse of the dis-
guating scenes which occurred last weck '

" Crowds of hupdreds threataned to break o
if they were not allowed io cater  They broke
mto the garden and trampled everything to
smithereens !

* The cotsent of the Excise Autbontics to the
igsiahg  of cotertanment tax tickets has been
obtained by the owner, apd the police Bave ofered
0o obJectian '

What can be said of the mentaluy of a person whe
will travel and pay one shilling (o 2ee, amonpgst other
things, a box of chocolates ' exactly as left,
wniouched ¥ by the utfortunate wictym of a hoermble
crime, mvolved, as this was, m a partenlariy
nauseating atmozphere of sordid 1mpurity ¥

And what of the mental condition of the tradesman
who coneeves the bolhant Ei:“n of sethng sweets
stamped with the name of the house of tragedy ¥ For
this novelty was purchased by the vimting crowd of
tietital degeieratea, and, maybap, mven to their
chuldren to sock, that they mght thus pleasantly
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abaork the emotionsl tastes of thet parents  Sutely
some eletnent of the mind, o the soul 1tself, mmst have
been twisted wery badly awry to meke this thm;i
possible? If so, then one msdious and powerfo
warpttg lendency can be found o the ewi] we are
considering—ihe lackieg tn many lives of healthy
stirpulabing ncrdect or variaton—blank, relentless
monateny

The same phenomencn that appesrs ag a reactios
from moder-stimnlation 18 probably cansed alss, of
coarse, mm a emaller oumber of shalluw uxtures. by
the opf cause of 1
cryng-out for * some new thing ™

In the mstam:t quoted above the wictims of monoteny
apprear 1o their th ds, at the bungalow, takiog therr
spinitual drug epenly and—to our nationsl shame—for
all the werld tosee It is not to be forgotten, however,
that others, dirven by thes same menotony bo scek
relicf, turn readily, but not so opealy, to that powerfal
exaitement which gex adventuring ever

4 There are at present active many powerful
mfuences tending to cocourage wicious thooghts m
those whose minds are naturally predisposed in sach
directions, and also to awaken seck thonghis 10 others

The most potent of these sepgestive influences are
probatity

{ab Had | Teding  certam papers
with large circulations

(b} Foolsh and sepsabonal—but not necessarily
immoral—emmema filma

shepa,  displaying  ther  wares

ublicly
£l 'Fhe adver and of those

agencies which make # bummss of finding
*Imends " for ' lonaly ** pecple

[e) The conditions often to be ck'bslerve\i 1t the parks
and cpen spaces,
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‘These cavges are sufficiently importsnt to watrank
cloger examianon

{a] Bad liersture may copvenwently be dinded into
two main clagses—first, checene and  sensational
gtones, ete , whych are wntten with the sole abject of
finding @ male among persoms of prusiesl tind,
together with permooas photographs and tlustrations,
secondly, the dadly (and Suoday) Fress which, with a
few notable exceptions, seems to provede sensational
matter with a very mmlat purpose, the chef
difieteoces bemg, frstly, that the matter s usually
scnsatlml rathcr than salanoos 1m :huracl.er. bemg

5 for the del of 11
mmds, and scuundly that these papers often contarn
quite a farr propertion of other matter also
be wnter docs not propose bere to fpter mto 3

generzl diatnbe against the ™ yellow ™ sections of the
Press, wheh settion uofortunastely aocludes meny
papers with latge circulations  The direct and
wndirect effect of these papers upon the moral problem
15, however, undoubtedly so great (hat we are obliged
varefully to ¢omsider them here strictly from our
special pownt of wiew

It 15 an isteresting question a5 to how far this
presentation of sensational matter 15 8 panderng to a
sordid and morbid tasie already existeat, and bow far
zuch nkerests are fostered and cultivated by the Press,
with the knowledge that, whatever else may be lacking,
there will usually be a divorce case, o murder, or
aiher ar tragic P which can be
worked up to appeal to the public nud swell the
circulation of the papers  The Presg 15 largely to
blame, but mot altegether the ewil has always exiated
Proof of the lave of the morbyd apd scosatrogal
ingrained 1o the people can be seen almest any day,
nowhere 13 1t more in ewdence than at a funeral m a
poor quarter Where the Press certanly docs fail,
and fal badly, 15 in makmng oo ettempt to utilze
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1ts unparalleled opportunihes for connteracting these
unhealthy tendeocies It may be thonght that the
matter bas little to do with cur subject, the
connection 15 o than may at Gzt Mght 3
Maortnd sent ity and hst of thig :md
on the one baod, and the teadency towards wroog-
dowpg for Lhe sake of excuement on the other, are
probably paralis! effects of the common cause already
vopsidered —monsteny  Multitudes of men and women
continye to endure thewr colourless Lives, zad it would
peem mest reasooable to conclude that, being deprived
of stumnlabing medent soch as Havours o hfe of
waried actioe, they sostch awdly at the secopd-baod
stimulabion which can be obtamed by dwelling on
highlyflavoured descriptions of murders, divorces a
outrages, which at tunes sctuslly comprise \he greater
part of the reading malter of most of our daly papers
and some Sunday peniodicals  Young and partly
edocated wouths and purls as well as older people
devour these detmled deseriptions, cmotional letters
and 1ntimate revelatons of divorce cases, which are
no coneern whatever of the world 1o general  Instead
of expericacing disgust, and fechag rather as if they
had beeo Listemag at a keybole, they accept as a
matter of contse that which bas attained the assumed
digtily and authentioly of prnt—always, for some
oligcure reason, a t d te the A A
and proceed to discuss and compare ndivndual cases
Thus are these matiers divested 1o the eves of some
readers of all due reserve and modesty of a ch, and
brought within the foces of therr viswn a8 thags wiuch,
of conrse, muilht camly happen 1o anyone—themselves
included—wmithout any loss of self-respect. And thes,
by pubbshipg these t slories,
selecting for promneace the toost phjecticpable
features, and wthowi amy adveric comweni upon
undesirable comduct, does the Fress, as a suggestive
il far hing and letabl rm

1 bt 1
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‘The hterature which 15 prodoced solely for ssle to
the zalacious mmnded 15, fortunately, stbiected to
very strict coatrol A uomber of semi-ndecent and
sugE:suwz peniodicals are allowed to Aourish, and

of a =mzmlar nature are pub]nshed aniong the
latter a proj ol
filter through clandestinely into he hands of thase
who feck soch thimgs Most of the wdecent pub-
Ircationg of this Lind ofiygioate from abroad, aand
ther impottation 15 contrelled by a Department of the
Home Office  The task of censoriag this matter and
adjudicating upon it 15 & very 4 t oae, those who
complain of the existence of such literatore m ths
country and are inchined to rail ot the authonities for
permitting us ntroduction would, f they koew all
the facts, withhold thesr censure and he 1nclined mstead
b thank the powers that be that things ere ot 2 very
preat deal worse.

It canaot be forgetten tm this coumection also
that a rertan amount of the hrerature of to-day
exhibita beh:nd the mask and cxcuse of high nn—-—

and quite
odehcacy of expreasion o1 stresming and ciose an sts
of mdehcate atustions It 1a accepted, ably,

oo a similar prnaple to that which, while rlghtly
condemming the sale of poatcards of the undraped
buman form, spplands the exhibibon of a Venus 1o
ome of the public art gallenes, the espentia] nghtness
of puch a distinetion would scem unguestionable, but,
1o the case of bierature, the hme of demarcation
between art on the one batd, and frank pormography
on the other, would not scem by any mEATS 30 c]ear,
or the t of

In addibon to salacious hherutu.r: there are also
operating as sn,gxcsh\': alses af wmgdmng. :nd.eoent

A These

adw:rhs:d—nsnalty under the guise of " Lfe xtudm "
appeshing to arbists—im papers asd magamoes of low




- MORAL EVIL IN LONDON

atandard {mcluding seme penodicals which can only
be descnbed &5 of low standard from the very fact that
they accept sach advertisementst Some few fiema
advertisieg thus are undoobtedly genmme, but the
genmne ones o their own interests naturally coofine
their advertiming to papers devoted to the 1aterests of
artisie There cen be oo doubt" that such things

a L £} 14 B

P ble and 1ll lled of the youth of both
sexes apd that evni = mseparable alsy from the
conditions of their production

() Cinematograph films, although on the whole
carefully censored as Tegards ther meral aspect, are
often highly emctiongl 1n character, and sometimes
suggestive  Gurls in vhe Rescye Homes bave declared
that such Alms have at tymes remunded them of the
riccumstanees of thewr own fall  There i also aroused
an rmpressienable matures an inclioaticn to imitate the
wodut of 8 promoent character m 8 flm, even
althongh ke, or sbe, may b¢ taking the part of the
“wllam of the piece '™ Op the other baod the

B must be d @ lauded

apart from af]l other di tohs, a5 & valuabl
means for the legrtimuate and comparatively harmless
granfication of thal dessre bory of an imiedse reaction
from monotony which we have already recogmized—
that eraving for even a second-band thnil to rheve
the tediam of & Mat a0d uneventful existence

{e] Of simalar nature o the mwiuence of undesirable
latarature 15 that of those shops of an utpleasant type
which are still permuted 1o display publicly remedies
and apphances of 2 certam kind  Dovubtful literatere
and photographs, etc, are very uswally sold at these
places also Such dus%[ays cal but have the effect of
aronsing cursity 1o ihe minds of tmostrocted youth
and childbood, while at the same time supplying the
means for ealightenment from a wrong engle  Thex
soggestive 1o 15 undouttedly most d
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[d] The ad of thome which
offer to totroduce ™' cheerfyl friends ¥ of the opposite
sex to lenely persgna would undoubtedly repay closer
wvestigation 1o some casce these introducliohs are
quite strasghtferward and genmoe, but thers 1s often
an undesirable undercurrent w be distovered i the
activites of these agenaes

le] A miost powerful sugg ;! ded
by the condtions often 1o be obstrved 1n the arks
wnd public places of the Metrapohs, particalarly 1o
the late evering  ‘They are an undemable e, but o
15 chfficult 10 see bow any preat jmprovement can be
bronght about by Dfﬂ‘lclaeJ artion without the sk of
some anpoyance, or cven sosult, berng offered te quite
ranocent couples

Here we may remark 1o passing that the problem

1 1 1= of 1 or about-to-h

engaged, couples 10 g ores as 1o where they may
obtain that sohtude which lhc areamstances demand,
15 an and app Ty Iuble one. The
dificulty which they experience 1o hoding secloded
plares 1 which to do thewr lepnimate love-making
only equalled by the 1ngeamty displayed m attempting
a solution  while this lack of privacy castet perhaps
Le clazsed as a contrbutiog couse of wrongdommg, 1t
certainly does not tend to encourage legriomate const-
ship or 10 make the course of true love run aty more
smooth]y
logous 1o the i of A
tks and open spaces must be considered the
ittong prewvwhag dunng the evemng hours m
cemm streets, and the effect of dlrecl or ndirect
so]ml.atmn bv P Such are
dly and ubd Lle, at the same
fime the very greatest caution should be obzerved
m the apphcatica of any messores of r«?n-esmon
Enth b hgh d eccl pawers,
pching with the best intentions i the world, can do—
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wnd io the past bave dose—actas] barm by infuencing
the anthorties towards ll-considered action 1o respect
of admittedly glaring evilz of this kind whueh bappened
to have been hrought tn the ecrlesagiical notce
With regard to the e of prestitutes, whether 1o
the strects or elsewl . 1t must alwaps he remem-
bered that, 10 the preseat imperfect staxe of humanity,
a certan mtimes demazd for this slleit trafhe
wemtably exsts and, so spite of all difficulties whuch
may be put 1 the way, wnll be sotrsfied  There 13

d dly the mpest posmble arg against
stimulating the demand by recogpmzing and openly
profiering the supply, as 13 done m some countries
Buch condiliens 1nevitably resalt 1n an mcrease both
of demand and supply  Yet,sf the demand and supply
21e Lo meet—and they mewitahty will meet, in gpate of
all obstacles—surcly 1t 1 better that ti\e meetiag
shorld tzke plece where the eve] may be watched end
coptredled, than that ill-adwised legestation gheuld
have the effect of doving the canker deeper 1nbo cor
socwal organism There it wall be a bidden sove 1ndeed,
but not climinated, and far less vasy of obhservabon or
palhation I we act in this short-sighted Fashiop we
may perhaps Tub our cerlesiastical hands gleefully
wver the punty of oor momic-balls or the cleanness of
ouf streers, or even commend them to the apprebation
of other nations as 8 measure of vur patwnal meraliy
But it wmll be a false measure, and we most at the
satpe tume carefully avoid penetrating below the
sutface, of we shall find that somettung ogly tucks
stall withan

‘The vnfortunete state of our strests st undoubtedly
an i b] | , dangermus o
paniy  We should attack the preblem as seom am
may be, iut only when we have fonnd out how to
strtke at the heart of the monster—lest we find
ounrselves obliped (0 be content with the cuthng off of
one of bis many heads
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g Drink 15 only m 4 munor degres 3 cause of
wrongdong 1t may be, and far more often 13, a
concotmitiat sfiect, anmoy from lack of the power to
ighibit yoroly desires % a causc 1t appears only m

cases where a gir] whe 1s naused to alegholic
hquors 18 1nduced to partake oo freely, ber condition
then being taken adveatage of by a man when her
resztance to s advances 16 weaketed Lo thas light
alcohol appears ax 4 common sy of the man who
wighes Lo wrong a pir! who eludes hum, where the
girl's resistamee to templation 13 nol naturally stroag
1t 13 uaually empleyed with success  For this purpose
it 18 not seldom psed wub certaim drugs, and 1o
thiz case the driok given may net be afcoholic at
all, but sometbung apparently burmiess, sach as
lemonade

The habit of chrome alecholist 18 sothetrmes focnd
among cmmoral woemen where it 15 ether & perailel
effect of weak character, 15 resorted to as a means of
Teeting men in pubhc houses, an @ temporary refuge
from Lhe misenes joodent 1o the advanced stages of 2
hfe of prostitution or 3 remedy agmost ills whach may
be contracted from exposure 18 the strects 1o all konda
of weather  Women living the liie of the streets are
sd to feel the need for shmulants  Many Jar
prostitutes, on the other hand, altegether avoud them

The vee of methylated spuret 23 2 stmulant 13 an
evil which must be noted here  Thie apint 13 sad o
have a most exhularating cffect, winch can be compared
to that of cocamme  The spnt, which 13 s easmly
obtamnable, 18 taken 1n 1ls crude state by mest of the
poorer people addicted to this wwee  There exists,
kowever, a method of extracting the wood-naphtha and
flaveuning the spnt to resemble whisky the com-
version and sale of the spant has become a Hounshing
trade amongst certain scetiotis 1o the East End, The
st is made mote palatable by the addim
of fryit-sgrop or lemonade crystals  Soch drinks are
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frequently pven to very ouuf grls, who may thon
easily atqnre a Laste for alooho

Oreasicnal wduigenee i aleohelie liquer in certain
circamstances, then, 15 to be regarded az a cavsc of
wrongdowng, while chrome alcoholizm, 15 oot

The taling of drogs alone 15 said by some workers
1 be very widespread and oo the 1ocreasc smoogst
the types of women we are consideting  Laudanun:,
of course, has been largely nsed for many years
amongst the poor, while the taking of ™ chlurodyne ™'
18 very provaient, and this natcone 13 eanly obtained

‘There 15, utlortunately, po doubt that a whole book
could be written upon the subject of drug-talng alooe
‘The writer has not made aoy special 1ovestigation into
the matter, and the above statetments are only made
here becanse they refer to factors which obbruded
themselves durniog his wquiry, and cvidently, there-
fore, have a beaning upon the mam subject

12 The recent spread ameap all classes of
koowledge concermug varwus meibods of lurth-control
1# held by many people to exercse such a far-reachag
mfluence opon wrongdeing as to coustitute a defimte
cause 10 rtseif

The adwisabiltty or otherwise of allowing and
enconragang the spread of such knowledge 15 a wery
wexed goestion at the present fime, and the wnter
does not propose here to attempt a companeon of the
winghty atguments which can be adduced o support
of urhy opposing view  The matter with which we
are concetned here 15 to decide whetber rih-vontrol
—rthe intelligent use of comtracepuve knowledge—
exercises o destrable wefinence o otherwise npon the

blems connected with rescue wurk  The remarks
which follow apply, therefore, solely to emons ont of
wedlock

We have betr a set of cirrnmstances almast exactly
paralle] to thost presalng 10 conhection with vencreal
diseast and the nse of preventatives thereof There



CIRCUMSTANTIAL CAUSES 18

can be mo deubt that the access to conttmerphive
knowledge apd apphances 15 1 very many cascs 2
direct 1centyve b acts of mmmoral omen m jost the
Fame way as 15 the nse of preventative drugs saganst
venereal discase  In mnch cases the lack Elf the abllltv
to apply such and the fear of
touscqichices, might act as sufficient deterrent to oue
or other, or both, of the 1ntending participants

It 14 net cvery uatire, however, which is to ke
deterred by fear of consequences , mmdeed, the spice of
an unceriain risk for some adds attractiveness to even
s igonoble an adventure  There are very many
women, on the other hand, to whom the fear of
'benommgdpﬂénanl out of wedlock, with the attendant
shame and ditficulties, 15 the strongeat, tf not the only,
factor curbing thewr tendencwes towards immorality,
with men, 1w a sieular manner, the fear of possible
nrpleasantness, and the secnrmng of senous responai-
bulity, acts as 3 restramuing force, ag does also the fear
of diacase

It would scem, therefore, that the dissemimation of
kuowledge of the methods of preventing conception, or
drecase, may act as a cause ading end zbethog
nmetal upens, by largely remonng the fear of
vonsequences i either case

It must be cleatly recogruzed that restramt, arising
solely from a feat of consequeaces, has, from an
¢tbical pont of wiew, ne value whabever, strength
of character and right-feelimg supplymmg the only
permaneut and unfailing safeguards  For thia reasan,
Lhiz misuse of hirth-contrel of prophylactic knowledge
15 hot ethically to be reckoned an evil on accomnt of ita
removing a purely matenahistic dread of cotsegrences,
but chiely because the effect of thrs removal 15 2
greatly increased famihanzation wath the undesrable
act, and a consequent lovsening of moral fibre

Viewing the question from the social awd awc,
rather than the purely ethial standpoint, we shall
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reach o different conclusion A ccttam amount of the
el from Jlicit rel bip 15, m any given
commumty, 1D any gven stage m s spariteal
development, inevitable m spite of all restrainiog
trudencies, whether of fear or olbermize Guven thiz,
we ag mhzens are strely ;usuﬁtd m urgm.rtﬁgthat ALY
means that wall tend barilessl womber
of nndesu:ed illegitimate  hartl s. or the spresd of
l and the charges upon
the commomty 1o health and mooey, camoat be
regzrded a6 an ewl but as a defimte
touching our problem alone, then, and taking

no account u? questions afecting w:dlm:k we most
regard the imcreasing avalability of both comtracep-
tiwe and prophylactic koowledge and matensls as
#lhucally vosorad but covically desirable

A repulation prolibbug the supply of these articles
except ol the order of & medecal practitioner might
have good (ethical) resulta

Allted 1o the questions of birthcontro] proper we
find other facts demanding at least passing nobice—the
efforts of the ahortionists

Thers arc, a3 most people are aware, persons of both
sexes practsing surrephitiously under various guises
and mg, for a {usualty considerable] payment, to
rehieve unmarned women or cothers by Wiepumate
means of ibe embarrassment of pregnancy  This
sotictimes 1nvolves an illegal operation, at other times
the use of powerful drugs m the early stages of
pregnancy s smoictsful o upsciting the course of
Hature

Some ghorticmets advertise 1m guarded fashwn.
the of their often,
the adverlisements of crditary medical homes, others
drive a fourishieg trade 1o certmn districts and poder
¥ATLOUS émses We arc not concerned with \he
practice of the aborliomet per s, 1t 15 ondoubred]
most evil, and often very dasgerous trade, the
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regards it v::;ly severely and mmposes heavy penalties
upen convie rsoha
The knowl:ﬂm:, however, of this possible method of
escape—shoald all elss fail—From the patursl comse-
queaces of wrongdomg s, smudarly to burth-contral
kuowledge, an addihotial faclor temding, befors the
event, ta the Fear of
11 There can be no dcuht that, mn the ultimate
of d with knew-
ledge 1= "the sole unfalmg sheld agmast wrongdong
of every lind  Character is moulded by the contacts
and events—the Joys and geicfs, successes and
failures, fortuncs ? disasters—of daily hife, 1t may
take erther an upwatd or a dowoward tread according
tn the reachon of the indivdoal to such events  And,
just &5 surely as strenplh of chamacter 13 the only
rehable safeguard agamst the evile we are conaidering,
50 15 spititeal aspitation the only anfalhble gurding
force that ¢an turn and maintain the growth of
character towards the higher rather than the lower
potentialities  Materal inHuvences may for 3 time
sway the individual m ewber directiom, but a sLmu;?
reafization of the spintusl pature and destiny ol
bumankind 1z the one sure stand-by in all perplexities
Bome peopte call this reahzahion, with all s
corollaries, by the wery diversely apphed—and mis-
applied—pame of “ religon,’”” "and 11 =0 doump,
seniously mask it significance and hmit the possible
wealth of 1ts snterpretabon
it therafore be gratted, s mdeed most readers
will readiy agree, that *' an aspiralion towards the
hughest realization of the spiritual tature and destingy
of mankind," which—shorn of all differences duc to
Jeatougy, or rival ecclesiastical politics——a the very
narTowest defimtion of the true meamng of the word
™ religion *' which the wnl.er ] prepared to accept,
that sech rel of ble valye in
the eradication of wmgdomg. then we ghall find
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another potent canse of cvl 1o the widesprasd lack of
soch convichions found te exist particularly among the
wouth of today It 15 2 matter of statistica that, from
yrar's end to yeat's end, eaghty per cent of the yoong
people of to-day never enter a saoctuary of any kind |
they bave no idesl, 45 1mtial point from which to
direct their conduct, the purchese of a lip-stick o @
new te or a wireless st 13 to them a matter of far
ter ymport than the orunm apd destiny of ther
immortal souls  We shall shortly consider whether
the responsiblity for this state of things les more
with the penple concerned or with those whose
trust it gl uulg be to present to the people refigious
facts m the manner most m accordence with ther
development and needs
For the purposces of the present sechon we most
accept as foct this undemable lack of interest m
relrgron , asskmeng that out efgament above 15 sozadly
based, and that religon 15 3 definte help m maan.
taimng moral rectitude, we may, therefore, write down
as one more powerful cause of wrongdomg the
widespread niodern lack of any religwoos conviction
amr.mg the people, 1t being understood that the word
f’ 1a here weed u s wedpgr possrhle
signuficance, and not as the monopoly of any partienlar
calt or creed either of yesterday or to-day
1z There appears to he abroad te-day g3 widespread
and growmg spnt of mdiscaphine, and this 13 thovght
by some workers largely to contnbute towards the
prevaience of wrongdoung and Lo have breught about
B0 ncrease ta moral laxily  To some extent this s
attriboled to the effects of the war and the emancipa-
tion, and freedom frem parental or olber restraeot,
whwh wat rondilions brought te the wonth of both
sexes  Restue workers are uechoed to lament that
people of do-day will oot receive adwce ot
sulmnl to diseipline as they used to  They complain
that it 15 the thedesn hatat for the young to assame
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thet they know what 13 nght better than anyone else
can tell them, that 1he am absolute freedets to do
a5 they wit] and obey the prompting of the desires of
the moment They are determined st all cosis to
" have a good time,”’ Jeaving the Fulure to lake care
of itself, both 1gnoring the counsel of these who apeak
of dubies warting to be done and questioning thewr nght
to interfere

MNow, 1 this spint, which ordoubtedly exists, the
wiiter sees miore of hope than despair {t 15 8 spnt
vl sel-determination—of realization by the wndividual
of I1ts present mntellectua) separatencss from all others,
of primary respgnsllnl:ty to itself alone—the sn&

missen te the jadg: seat of 1ts nom
all i3 actions It 18, morenver, a reaction from, and
glorious af, that al Ik Ly of

the crowd which we bave deplored elsewhers It
tepresente the discovery by the indivdual sheep of a
new force—the power to think and decide for tself
Like sll pew forces, whose powess ate at st
impetfectly understood, 1t has its dangers for tagh
or inexperienced hands The individusl sheep was
formerly willog te accept without gquestiom the
atandards of nght and wrong, of conupendable and
culpable condoct, as lud down by the appranted
lraders  Hawieg at last acqured the idea of inde-
peadent decisivn as to whet! arbatrary stapdards
should be avcepted, and as to what may or may not
be dome, he 15 at first inclimed to wield to selfish
Promptings, to mstake the thing desired for the thing
truly desirable, aud stifie the tnbonal of the consoenee

creover, the newlycmanopated mdmnduoal, while
dimly realizing this phimary responsbality to himself
far all Tus actions, does ot at first perverve that the
ultimate respousibility 15 to a tribunal beyond mortal
yudgments  He bears the ™ stl], small woce *'—when
he wills to haten but he does pot pucds whence it
artives  Fasling emotional entightenment and revela-
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tion—the reliious comvichon of the Way of Fath—it
11 enly throngh the commission of grave errors and
misjudgmeats, aud the experence of the punishmeat
that gmte avtotmatically follows each, that the
individual begins to understand the donne prompling
of the ** stull, small vorce *  Thua, sssocisiing hix ewn
judgment and mental processes of logwal teasoning
more and more with it, he ultvmately approaches more
nearly to the stetus of a . nmn%’gmd and
evil,'” and making & right choice between them The
Way of Fath—tbe mtutiive way—may also be called
the Way of the Heart, that of cxperience 15 the Way
of the Head, the latter 18 a more thormy path, bmt
leads to exactly the same llummating vew  The
present 13 an 1otellaciual age, becoming more so every
year, for this reason, tiore aod mote people are
averding or forsalong the Way of the Heart and
asking to be shown the Way of the Fead In a later
chapter we shell refer to this vitally important chaoge
in greater detad, and ioquime to what extent those
whose duty 1t 1s to guide the thoughts of the people 1n
sprytual matters, are competent to deal with the mew
simation

For the present we must gdmst that thie stirmag of
sndependence certainly ts, 1 s carly stages, 3 danger
and an additional scurce of trouble " But we muost alsa
sutely agree that, while the thnd and uaqueshoning
acceptance and the rehgious observance of the most
excellent dogmatic coreed, togetber wath a code of
decent iving, ma[_}' I the best possible disposibon for
the spirttoal welfare of a mentally undeveloped eor
stupd race of pecple, such a state of things 15 by no
means calevlated {0 asmst the development of the
thoughtinl indreadual, but rather to repress
over, 29 the le develop, any degme wll inevitably
be challeoped 1o the cold, intellectual hight of legic
It 1 not, therefore, a3 regards the mtellectual type of
mind, entil after this gquestioniog hes anaco and been
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satisfactorsly answr.ﬂ:d whclh:r I:y :xposmon ar
exfrerichice, that a
agd a strong will to -:huese the right and eschew tﬂe
wrong can be astablished,

Fuor the above very pood reasons, then, we shonld
urge these workers whe bemean the wamng of Lhn:
oldgedays of =h hke and
look at the L‘lumgt n a meve hopeful light  Let thtm
try to see 1t thos so-called ** sprrat of mdusmp]lng the
birth of a pew era of thou%ht, the early and half-
conscious srmngs amongst the ooce easily led of that
faculty of self-delermtneiion of right and wrang whieh
15 as necessary to the igtellectually develaped human
being as 15 the air of heaven to a creature which, by a
long evclubicnary process, haz discarded glla for
lungs Let them face the mew dangets with the old
courage, guiding where before they would bave driven,
pdwising where they mould have dictated, and, above
all, let them not wish to confine again this queshing
and aspiring hreath of clear thought wthin thet dack
place from which 1t 18 escaping

U=ndar the twelve headings above are sat dewn
the iofloences which may be regarded ag the chief
circumstantia] causes of wrongdmng A multitede
of cther mimor causes probably cperate also, exers
osng their specal anfluedee according to mmdimdual
idicsynerasy  Of Lbese, 2 few thay be mentioned here

‘The wnter 15 of opimon that a subtle and mmportant
causetive mAuenve, which 15 oot wsually directly
traceable, and s, therefore, not included o the abowe
hst, 13 to be foond m the gremi economic and other
dificultzes which 1m these days tend to preveat early
warriages  Under present comditions of stern com-
petition and an advanced scale of Lving 2 man is
wenally mot 1 4 posmbion lo suppett a wife at a
rumably ur\ age, say at twenty-five, and, even st
that a{}e can see bafore m o reasomable

berng able to marry  He therefore sometimes
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su'.ks it msatlm:cas—whethef of 4 semn-Permatictlt
to his man-
hoad which he waulr] uatuully prr:ﬁ!r to meet og a far
higher plane A similar statc of things appliea 1 a
lesser degree bo some women also.

Tt 13 suggested that women who may lead 5 wirtoms
hfc until past theirr fiest yooth mill somcomes adopt
an wtegitlat hife when they consider that thewr chances
of marmmpe are becotming slender  Some workers
vlaim to have ohserved a critreal a%e in the case of
domesuc servants between the ages of twentyfour and
twenty-seven, al which an apprecrable nomber who
take o wrongdonp mve this as thow reasom  The
age of thirty has also been menbinmed as crtical from
thiz poink of wiew  The evidence 10 support of this
theory 15 by no means concluseve, bot there seems to
b ::Kiclznt reason lor remarking 1t bere

The swide acceptance of the * dnel moera] standard,™
or different code of merality Fer then and for women, 13
= matler into the mtticacies of which the writer does not

to eoter 1o the present work 1t 15 sulicicat
to slate that this must also fanction as an infuence
tesding Lo the permstence of wroogdong, siace 1t
deﬁm_le]v_ countenances trregulanty ;mungst e,

e
of wemen, albert the latter are assumed to be of the
submerged types only

FParents of gurls m tromble, who sanctimoniously
refuse to help, or cotrely disown, ther own kith and
Ion, and allow themselves thus to be put under the
heaviest possible, bob often unrecognized, obhgatien
to the complete sttangers who do take pity e and
help them, are also to be classed as a definite snRuence
tendmg towards the persistence of wrengdmng It is
an interesting fact that the most highly * mﬁgious
of ‘" respectable ' people are often found to be the
most stomy-hearted in these citrumstances, and the
est useless, too, when an opportumity ooenes bo do a
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Jutle practical good to these who i all the wotld bave
the mest direct claim upon them

The *' white slave trafic,” cosmidetsd 1o the fall
mpmificance of the phras:, where it imvolves the
kidonappng aud abduction of purls for ymmoral
purpases, kas only recently been reduced by legislation
in this eountry 1o very umimperiant dimensons
acarcely jusbifyrmg its mclomon a5 & cause of
immorality. In cther countnes the danger 1a still
Hreak ere can be Little doubt that of the happily
small nombet of gitls who disippear mysteniously and
art oot beard of agan, s proporuon meet with this
terrible fale  Wlhile we should feel the deepesl concern
50 Jong as oMe viclm in ten years may be so
desperately wronged within the lumits of our hemane
cyilzation, and hold curselves 1o readipess actively
to support any movemest or leguslaton which may

romuse (o munumeze thrs danger, we are compelled 1o

cep this factor well 1n tﬁl:‘r background of any
well-proportioned consideration of the whele subject of
ev1l moral condviane

It mey, bowever, be opportone to point out here
that porls may undoubtedly rue a certan amount
of nsk m responding too freely to the advanpes
v strapgers when travelling, and in partienlar m
entering molorcars of laxi«abs with chiabce zoquaint-
atces, even although the offer of a ' 1kt " may appear
to be made 1 alt good fath  Mether should they
alow themselves w be induced (0 enter a strange hotise
upon agy prelent which may seem at all extravagaat
OF SUSTHCLOUS.

Those persons who are eogaged i this nefanous
businezs often employ drugs  In ome cuse which
came to the koowledge of the writer an sttempt of this
Innd was mede upon a garl late at mght v a London
ommbuz A man and & womanm, both total strangers
to ber, entered the slmast empty veincle, and the man
sat an the vacant seat at ber side The man dropped
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his gloves on to the floor and, a8 be stooped to puck
them up, the gr] felt a sharp po-frck m her leg and
300m, afterwards began to fecl famt, The man
and woman then exhibited great cotcern and sad that
they would take her home 1a = cab, claiznog relation-
ship, the gt] fortonately realized her dapger and had
sullicent preseuce of mind o appeal to the conductor,
whersupon the may and woman burried away — After-
wirds the broken poot of a hypedermic synoge was
foond 1o the prl‘:’ﬂ Ieg, aod 11 appeared that the
of the instroment had prevesied her from
recerving the full dese  If she had lest consciousness
rapidly 1t 15 likely that ihe plan of the shductors—as
ber assmlants presamably were—would have sncreeded
It would be & wase precaution if parents and fnends
would warn imexperienced girls in Londen agaimst
possibnlities of this kiod, sioce, although the danger
may be exceedimgly remole, W 15 correspondingly
startling
‘There 13 also to be nobwed the activity of those
persons who make a bumness of the engouragement of
wvice ‘The procorer or precuress, as distioct from the
white.slave irafficker, strives, not necessanty to abduct
mnocent guls, but to mtrodece, for 3 consideratian,
girls of 1mmotal character te clients dessting such
mtrod This 1s almeost
to the activity of the white-slave trafficker ipasmuch as
pirls of attractive appearance ate oflen cajcled of
bothed o otherwsse influcoced rnto adopbing en
smmeoral life, the chuef differcice lies, however, 1w the
Fact that, 1o the latter case the girls are not wsually
forcibly skducted or virtually mmprisened
O the other side of the piclure we have the pamp,
whose functien is to matredoce smitable wen to women
of looss morals and take a share of ther earmngs
These trades are carmied out clandestinely to a
conaiderable extent i London as elsewhere  Ther
activities are very much lutmiled, and this 15 prohably
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doe to the fact thar ;m this country commeroalized
vice 1n bordells and other establishments i net
countenanced etber by law or pobhe opimon Where
B open market ¢xisty 1m the cotamodity of vice a great
addrhomal spor 13 at once gven to the achnty, aod
the profits, both of the pimp and the procurer, where

eTe 18 0o such market they pecessanly operate m a
Dimited sphers

We may now bring oor st of cerenmstantia] causes
to en end, without at the seme time clusming for it
anything resembling fimality, and turn to a considera-
tion of the great underlyng cauase of all arregular
memfestations of the creative ionetioct of sex  And
here the water wishes to warn hes readers that some of
the statewents made by i in l.he next and {ollenag
may as At
the zame bitme he hehewzs thal wry vital troths are to
be foand in the d and he
to sdvance these hypotheses 1o the hape thet thioking
peopk ma{lbe nduced to direct Lhewr atteniion te

hues hitherio often overlooked by those

d.ea]mg with maral problems




CHAFTER XIV
THE UNDERLYING CAUSE

“ 5o lod created Man in Bl ot itbdge, 10 the o
of God ereated He im  mak and lemele orzated
them ™

—Genzs, 1 37

The creagrve altvabuies of Man  bram, hrynx FEX prgams—
Three  manifestatons uf creaitue  force  Phought,
Relziue beltiaen bratn
and six ,hn-:mms ihe h:ynx The ** HA o} enesis
—Prachical applrcations—Thres poths of efrape  (rins-
matpfion of the sex pepulss, enltghtenment, the higher
Lave

It bas alregdy been soggested that the canses of
wrengdong  coomerated 1 the prewvicns  chapter,
impartant as they are, must be regarded as ¢ireom-
stanbial causes ouly  They are merely functione of,
atd accidental accessories bo, ome great underlying
cause, apart from winch they would be eotipely
mactive  This underlying causc 15 widely recogmred,
28 we have noted, under such laose and unsatisfactory
descniptions as ' nature,'" ' omgimal sim,"' and ather
sames  Its true quality aod srgmficance are knosm
to & very few ooty of the most enlightened Emﬂnﬁ
rescue workers It 15 of the woimost practical
auce to the work that the sature of this basw
uence should be grasped, at leasi 1o its elements,
by those who ate now attempting te amelhiorate moral
conditiong
Fot, jost ag this forec 19 the ergimal tap-root from
the first stumag of which all subgequent carthy
200
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ramzfications of darkness date theit mception and draw
their impulse, so it 15 also the chif source wl
energy nghtly directed may be drawn to nounsh the
moré menml growth of stem, Jeaf and Hower m the
sunlight above, Man's unfoldment, like that of the
plant, 15 rested 10 the mud, hike the plant also be has
e potentiality of namg and carxﬁ;ng out b desbiny
and chef function within a cleaver and braghter
ntedium thag that which gives hom mastenal tarth
‘The same pnmal force whwh, 13 the beginmmng,
ranged the sced-man ko sbir and stnke shoots deeply
uolo fus carthy environment s now [eadmg him mto
sn thkliag ksowledge of that more ethereal world
above nm an which he has slso 3 hertage, the zame
force wall in time gwde him to bis destined blossemng
and Froitage therein  As yet the first green shoot of
his upward aspiration 13 barcly wisible above the
mould

But what )2 this basmc proaple? Lel us descend
from the realms of metaphor and jaquire

It 13 pothing mere or less than the urge 1o create

** Bo God created BMan in bis own image *

‘The words from Cencma have a far  decper
sigmificance than the wsual pulmt imterpretation they
recoive 1 these days of ecclesiastice] obscurantism
Wih one ouly of these deeper meamngs are we
concerned bere

‘The Creator made Man ““10 HFis own image ™
Thercfore He endowed Man with the attnbutes—
among others—of a potennial creator

Man s desiimed 1o evolus mlo a cregior

This 13 the subleme truth which Man—denohing all
mankind and womankind—has Lo Iearn, and 1s already
beginming hetr and there to reabize It as a truth
which the readet who has not clostly ingquired ato
these matters 13 oot expected to accept st sight  We
shall hope, however, to suggest some thoughts which
will }ead to o intelligent inguity iote, and feahzahon
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of, this stupendoas fact of Iife, and of it close bearing
upog gur ¢wn spenal problem

That Man 15 designed to develop into a creator we
have already one strong wdicatien i the fact that, m
this earth Tife of and and
sometime mmless endeaveur, Lhe an]y uall lagbing
happioesa and patisfaction of the soul that h: 15 able
to grasp comes to hum through the mamifestation of
creabve achiity o one form or another  No man 15
50 eovied of lus fellows as be wiho 18 highly endowed
w‘l;l: the gift of creative self-expression 1o whaterer
sphere
pCr!aLmn manifests 10 severa{ forms, of which
procreabion 19 not the ighest  The three mavaisprings
of greative achvn.y as manifested to mortals, are—
Thought—the Word {or Vibraton}, Geheration
Thear respective matcnal apents are represented 1o
wanlond by the triad of—bramm—laryox—gencrative
organs  Among these even the youny medica] .snence
ol to-day the most

The above 13 merely @ re-statement of certain
anciggt spmtual trothg which have been handed dowa
the ages, bot are now partiatly echpsed 1o the present
nadir of materabism  These truths alzo appear o
one form or ancther 1n the inner teachings of many
of the older rehgons and—te those who are able 1o
retogmeze plain scienbfic truth, planly stated but often
somewbat mistranslated—m th:}hblzaf Chnstramty

Of thesr three elements of creative fr.m:l:—Thnnght,
Vibtatiem, and & inan 15 maral;
al hir present stage of evolution, with the Hzst and
the last  Modern plulagophy—which 15 also soence—
kaz already approached to a realization of the trmth
that thou,g{n 15 less destroctible and more real and
permunent o thing than matenal form, while modern
science—which is prackeal philosophy—has alraady
recogmzed matter a¢ an unstable and variable disturb-
abé¢ or vibration withm a temuous and mtangible
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medwm which 3t has designated ™ ether,” The jgpner
teathings of all inspured relypons of all sges—meludiag
Chmuamt{-—cnﬂe]ale and eonfirm the findiags both
of philosophy and scence

of the present we will merely suggest that the
creative power of thought—aot y2t, or necessanly, the
timug;ht of map—may le 10 2% shility to control or
modify the disturbances wirhin this etberic medium
Thke wltumate function of man's physmeal agent m the
realm of thought, has bramm—sn organ, as medical
seience will 1n attest, with 3 very small proportion
of e avalsble arca a3z yet developed—may te to
teavh bim a0 future the laws govermeg this realm and
how to work constructively an this medmm Whea he
has mastered this lesson {le may be enabled to monld
matenial substaoce directly by the thonght-power of
b1z creabve will ynstead of, as pow, beng obhiged to
vee Lhe intermediary of his hands Thetr bave
been 1n the past well-anthenticated imstances of the
possessmon of such power over matter by highly
evolved personalities, althoogh, 1 thus ineredulona
age, they are uanally relegaked to the staius of legend
or allegory  Such powers are almost cetlamly
posscesed by advanced buman beings of to-day, bal
they ate by no means paraded for the diversion of
the multitude  Insiances could be cued and strong
arguments addoced 1n support of all the above
suggestions, but they would not be germane bo the
prescat task af the wiiter, which 15 io attempt io
demonstrate a significent relation between the creative
funchons of mankind and to discover how such a
reahlzat:on may help us an the treatment of our

e,

Let us then for the moment assume a8 a2 posmbility
that the bram may bec the phymcal agent threugh
which man is ensbled to approach, and ulbmately to
funchion wathin, a realm of creative thought, that the
brain, 1n fart, may have creative potency  We have
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mixch direct evidence for the correlatwn of thes
physical braim te a physical crgan with which man
already functions extenmvely in the atabon of sew
formus on the physical plane—the generative apparatus,
If the flow of greative coergy be disned by an
unreascnable actinty of l_'h: Bex- functum, diverted by
13 mEuse, DT p by
which 18 nobalanced by nnmher creative outlet one of
the consequences 15 found (o be 2 denngment—mlher
starvation, dislortwn, ot hyperactwity—of the bram
fonctios  Conversely, the energetic ntihzation of the
bran's creative propensities 1 the high conatructive
Wrought of the intelleciual maa 15 fonnd to muoimize
his demire for scaual activity, mace the creative orge
finds ita outlet 1 @ higher expression The two forms
of creatiye emergy are—given certmin eondibons—in
some degree interchangeable, that 13 to say that an
undue accemulation o!g!ldcnnrally sumilar eocrgy 1m
cne zooe may, by mformed efort, be shomted off 1o
expend itself otherwhere  Thit knowledge sopplics us
with a golden key

We now wash to suggest—again sub pwdice—that
such facts—which, fur the beneht of those who regard
the ag yet 10fankile te-discoverces of modern scienoe as
the sale rehable touchstone—we would punt eut are
medically sobstantiated—pont (o the closest possible
connection between (wo organs of our postulated
creative tnad—lo wit, bramn and sex-orpans Space
does mot permut us to cvoaider many other tmost
1]lum:uauﬂam and analopies which gear upet 1hix
subject information 13 casly avamlable to those
whn destre to find more conclusive evidence,'

L The interesbed reader will find thes subject deslt wath
exhoustrvely 1n wotks upen seme of the gnoient higioos
and philotophies A very dstaslsd ascount i contmued 1
the Rosleruoian Cosmo-conception  Thiy shonld be tesd i
conjunction with works which apptoach the swme subject
from ciber sapects alo
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We may tecall beve also that we have already bad
occasion to note some indicaton of the practical
worlnng of this law when observing the megtal
coodition of magy of those girls and wemen m ibe
Rescue Homes who are also sexnally aboermal

The third creative orgam, the larynz, does not
appear as yet closely to concern man o his develope
ment towatds the status and power of a cieative being
Tts connection wath the other two creative organs
sheuld, however, be indicated kere &s shortly as
pessible m order to complete our preliminary argu-
ment  As regards the phystea! plane we will merely
romt out that the conpection cobtauming between the

nx and the bran 13 sugpested by the infinite

dauon mn tone of woce which accompanies apd
indicates most accurately changng mental condibions
mm the speaker This 13 not conclumwe evidence m
stself, simce 1t could be explaimed away superfierally
upon other groonds A far stronger indicabion of the
same clase, bowever, is the preat change which takes
place 1o the lamx and the voee of the yooth at the
prrod of pubetty, when developthents and changes are
2139 taking place in the organs of sex

That the laryox has 2 true constructive or creative
attribute can be shown independently by a simple and
very beautiful analogy Tts function if to produoce
sounds—whuich are rhythmic vibrations in the medmm
of air All ssch rhythmic wibrations, in whatevar
medinm, are distmgushed by the same inherent
creative potentiaity 1 graing of sand be strewn
upon a glass, or thin metal, plate and a wolin bow be
drawn across the edge of the plate, 5o as to produce a
rhythmie whration, then the particles of sand arc seen
to arrange themselves mto defimte patterna; of the
nete of the wbration be zltered, the fitst pattern mit
break up and a new one will tzke wts place  Tr a troe
understanding of this mmple labora experiment
we artually hold the key 1o Lhe secret of the mode of
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creation of the whele of the matesa] aniverss 38
descrbed—bat, agar, ecc v ob 1oun the

Book of Genesis

ATl matter has been shown, 23 we have already
pbstrved 10 our second chapter, to consist of an infinite
autaber of difierent combnations of atoms of a definite
and relatively small aumber of elemental substances
‘The pmer structure of these atoms, as revealed by
scrence, 15 found te consmst of vamnng oombers—
a]ﬂwugh censtant for atoms of the sate clement—of
far more mmute particles (electrons) revolving or
wibraling i defimbe patteros about a central attractive
foree  If ome of these particles breaks away from the
group the atom breaks down, either dimntegrating or
immediately rearrangiop it pattern ito g new form,
which corresponds to the atom of another element
And this process of transmutation of the elemants has
actually heeq abserved hy physwcists

What doea this mean, and wherem hies 1ts coonection
with the Book of GEI‘IES]S and mith cur problem ¥

The analegy 1% complete, for m just the same way
that the wbtations of the wichn bow—or of the human
wvoice, suitably apphied—will create and  tmainlan
pecmetnical patterns i the particles of sand, so does
the Vaotce of the Creator—the Cnsmic Vibpation—the
Creative Fiat—the Logos—the Werd of Genesis—
create and mamtain \Bose patterns m the atoms of
each element upon which their phy®ical chararterstics,
and sg the v existence of our material universe
depend  The Creative Fiat 12 stil] soowdhng, the
Ward still creating—for fas sot evetl fan ohserved
pro sive changes 1m the patlern of those particies
withmm the atom of radium tesdiug towards the
mmu\auon of that element aote the element [rad

i was
Tlve insl sy]]ab]e of the creative Word 15 mot yet

poken.
Surh. then, is the creative fonction of the Ward—of
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Vibration—of the lazynx Tt 14 that aspact of the
Creator which correspends with the aa yet suppressed
creative attnbutes of the laryox of man  Man's other
creative K bt an, pond, 1w ey
wfimtely mienotr, undeveloped and feeble degree, with
the other twe sublime aspects of the Creator—the
divane Will and the divine Love  The ashvities of
these are also recorded 1 that bottomless mine of
mistranslatesd and misinterpreled setentifie information
—the Bible

‘Thna has the Creator made Man truly ' in His own
1mage "

We may sem to bave wandered far imtm wur
subect and out problem, but +f we aTe able to grasp
the truth of the foregpoing Fatts and ail that they
imply, we stand actually nearer lo a true reabration
of the nature of onr problem than we have ever stood
yet, and we shall also be able to see glimpees of a
solutien  These glimpaes show ys three mwn paths
out of the quagmire

Furatly, of man—the term ncluding both sexes—s
indeed desgmed te be a creator, he raznot safely be
demed an expression of his awakemng creative foree
His present impulse, 10 the case of the majonty, is
frst to express that urge :m the manner with
which s earthy matenal existeace and wofoldment
has almest exclosively familiarized him—in sexnal
aclivaty, whether lemtimate or illegtimate , for st must
bt exprested  But here, 1n man’s oext most dettinant
creative otgan—his brain—we hawe a fugher ootlet, a
rafetyr-valve, for that very sate hfe force

e trend of evelution is undeubtedly to cauge man
more and toote to develop the creabwe power of his
brain at the expense of undue activity of the creative
force of his lower funttions T the far distant time,
when hie mastery of the forces i the higher cthers
which he i now only 1Jus't hegttinitg to contact—and
mn the stall hegher reali of cteabive thonght—enable
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ym to work comscionsly and constroctively 1o thase
hygher worlde where he pow acty uoconsciously and
often destroctively, realms 1o whech his spmt well be
able to foochion mih far greater fanhty than it can in
hes present matenal body, then hia need for a phivecal
body will have passed and with that oeed wll
have passed also the desre to exprass himaelf
creatively to the physical  ‘This siep 1n the evalution
of mankind is mons ahead, but it 15 already
foteshadowed  Evolution never procesds bererks. but
by iofinuessmally gradoai stages, the old order slowiy
b{endmg inte the new Thig blendeng, which has
already begun amongsi the advanced peoples jn the
world Wo-day, 15 @ :1gn of the trend of our evolobien,
and the ¢ause alse of all the misery and norest and
] R Ttang bly from the clashing of
material and spritwal impulses  The promise of
man's hegh ulinpate devclopment 15 shown also 1o the
intense pleasure which his twe most active creabiwe
atimbutes afford him—firstly, the sex-hinchon, but
new, and 1n cver-mereaming degree, the creatvwe
funchion of the brain—eelf-ex preesnion
Apd now to descend to praclical particnlars,
dedooble from, and undetstaudable m the hght of,
the ahowe
Our present problem is to discover how this jonate
cteative force—the cownterpart of dwvimity 1w man—
which may oot be =soppressed, can be trangmuted
from undue expressicn through sex chanoels to ather
achivities more enncblimg It 19 already elear that,
for wan o woman, we can provide an alternative
outlet by encouramog the ereative actunty of the brawn
steelf, or of the brain fanctromng throngh the hands
Sav impulses are often wery strongly developed wm
ly brainless individoaly, the reasem for
this we can now readily understand, the brain bas
been robbed by the lower functions of ite due share of
the dwnne force  1F the brain ot be stimulated and
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wnduced to do same creative work bis will have the
effect of drawing some of the force away from the
lower channel of expression.

Creaton of the highly developed bramn—emch as
that of the musician, poet, painter or sculptor, who
uscs lus bands merely that hus oreations may be made
koown to otber brams of Lke calbre—will oot belp
uz with the girls and women at the Rescue FHomes or
with the Joose and mentally undeveloped youth of the
gtreet comner  But truly creatve work 15 equally to
be foond apon less exalted and more camly accesaible
planes  We all kmow, for 1ostance, the mtense prde
whil some cven of the mote iotellectual ameng us
take 10 some sumple ohiect—a wooden box or a table—
which they bave fashuomed with their own hands
Such 13 certaimly @ crestwn i the matenial, but it
demands first the concephion of a ereative thonght-
1mage in the braon before it can take matemal shape
Creative work of this kind we can prowide and
eocourage amongst the men and women whe con-
stilule our prolilem  Needlework 1s creatrve work,
50 14 hese-kmitting, carpeniry, bost-malking domestic
service and laundry work, strictly speaking, are oot

Tt 13 pecessary to remember, however, that menotony
of occupation also epters into the question here  For
example, hose-knitting may bave the desrable guality

epnstracuvetess which we zeek, but 1t may also
introduce an element of momotony that mere than
counterbalances such advantage Domestie service,
on the ather hand, sltbengh noo-creative, pives 4
vanety of occupalion which to some extent redeems 1t
‘The wdeal oecupabion would prowide variety and con-
structiveness in well-balanced proportiens  Such work
iz m0¢ easmly prowided even under pon-industrial
condiyons , it certamnly does not lend iself to speceasful
torhimercyal ventures  But, appled to the girls and
women at the Homes, wnder the sperial conditions
obtarmpg theremn, it should have a valne morce than
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commensarate with the difficulties to be overrome in
provding it

“There 15 no nesd to Isbonr this point oow that we
bave arnved 4 the crux of our argtment Let the
gurls and women and the y tnen who are driven
astray by the msdircetdn of one espect of that
1nsuppressible divioe crestive urge fiod easement
satisfachon to what extent may io them le in the
equnll{ divige privitege of lookeng npan the work of

their hands and kuowipg that 3t is good  Asd let
those whose lot 1t may %e to infbate aud sapervise
practica] trammm,

or

mm the Homes or elsewhbere, bear Lhese rmportant
ooostderatpans ever o tke foreground of therr minds
that they may be enabled to make 3 wise chorce as to
the sulpeces to which grealest attention shall be given
Tt 13 by oo means suggested, of course, that 1o such
schemes will be foond 3 panacea for all the evils with
which we are corcerned, or 4 ighway of escape from
them, but 1n adophbing them we shell gt leagt be
worlang mtellipently with the current of oor evoluton
wstead of bligdly stroggling acress or against it
There 15 here a ‘path whose foundation 15 the sphd
rock of elemental truth, the first eerrow way which,
with many wincdings and with many nbsiaﬂél along
s route, wall surely lead ultimately oot of the morass
‘The second paﬂ{ we bave to comsider 15 Lhat of
enlghtenroent It 15 obwious that, 1f man 1z truly
<ast 10 the iage of the Creator, of hus deshny, after
much stutibling and many hard lessoms, ts t0 reach
such a high estate, s koowliedge of these facts, and a
belef iy his destiy will help man incaleulably ta pse
the promptiogs of his lower natare ke can

be brought w0 realize, for sastance, that by indanlgeg
m sexus] excesses ke 15 merely castrng himself so
much farther dawn the ball and settmg himself an
weeviiable weary upward climb for the fntore, retardimg
the uofoldment of his bgher doane stirbutes, the
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sttainment of Freedom and and full =elf-
expression, will not that kuqu;ge tend to stay the
individnal and to stem the bde of our problem ¥ Thix
ennsderation of enlightsament brings us at coce wthin
the 1 i and we shall
conmder m snother chaptet bow the prescat position
of this stands 10 relation to our problem  This, our
second path, cannot be made available to all oot light
15 shed upoa it by those exponents of religion to whom
the Japierus have been entrust

Our third path ipwolves again the exercise of an
allernatve creative atttibute higher than that of
sexual love Io the early part of Lhis chapter the
writer made a statement to the effect that map's scle
lastipg satisfaction on earih 18 to be found in creative
work  He 15 conscicus that the thonghtfol reader may
have chall d this tally, considening
that at least conzal sshafaction aed hzppiness ts to be
gamed by unselfish senace 1o the interests of others
This 18, of conrse, true, but 1t does not weaken onr
Arst proposmtion 1t stroogly supports it We have
stated that the three sspeciz of the diwme etestive
power, ponditlg to, but inhnitel d
the three cieative functious of man are - Wall, the
Word {vibration or activity), and Love The greater
Lave g0 far transcends the primulive and selfish htman
emotion that 1t embraces all created things and werks

partially for therr upl {ore a thas or
woman whoe devotes energy to unwelfish service for
others and finds lastiug happiness ibermn is still
exeraimng a creative funclion—thatl of Towve—but b;
# far hugher plane, already vastly higher than t
upon which rests the procreative love of man

This, then, 15 the third path of escape from the
moral slough, less egsy to find 1o tice perhaps
than exthier of the other two  If youths, and the girls
at the Hames with whom we are chefly concerned—
and maty men and women also with whom durectly we
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wre aot—an be tsught by exhortation apd example
the Yezson of noselfishocss, of thought for others even
more ubfortumate than themselves, can be made to
realize in a practical manger the happmess to he
derjved from helmng othera, can be tnduced to sttempt
1heir " coe good turn a day,™ the experittice wll assist
materially 1o helmng them io 2 laskiog maaoer and 1o
the solution of oor problem  Asd such effort sguin
will be unchallengeably sound 1o that 1t will be 1n
direct alignment woth the apward tremd of cosmic
cvolunan

To summatize then, we find our undeelying canze,
upon close examuoation, W consmst of 8 God-prven
creative umputse of threefold mature.  With s lowest
function—Sex—we are all 100 familar, (he second
function—Thonght—we are just, within the lzat faw
thonsand years, barcly beginnrng to explore, whele
with the third—the Logos—we may at present coly
recken by anglogy

We find glsn e direct punting of the way and
great hopes for an uitmate escape from the unduc
embarrassment of sex m a cultvation of 1ts suhller
distillatsron—unselfish love and service for others—and
also 1m a determioed attempt at mastery of the zecond
slternative creative anpulse—constructive Thought
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CHAFPTER XV
HEEDS

Tnwedate needs—Co-srdmatoon—Extemtaon of provision—
MNew cccmmm}ma» Eritimaze necdi—Care of msu!a”y
' and

lmn—Ho«saug njnm_socm! clubs and prozrren for
Increate
m_ pogrdl u,ork—Suwe “lad, M DeCommeIaIteN —
o Cleorng Frguses - Stmuigiion of retipian and i
of ke ©h Ig: ond Fhp worat

Peobiem

We bave cxamomed, i Chapter X1IT, some of the
dunger—urrents that sweep towanls the Maclstrom.
We have now to decide what measnres puy usefully be
taken to robr those currenta of thewr power, 1o turn
them mside, or meotralize them albogether I 1s
obviows that, 1f counter-currents can be set up, both in
the individual and 10 the commumity, both by divect
preseure and by that mest powerfol mnflucnce the fank
atlack, o very great deal of good may be achieved and
much potential evil avorded

But, first of all, we may most usefolly consider what
immediate Steps can be taken Lo fortly those islands
1 the flood, the Rescue Homea The urgept pesds
of these Homes are threcfald

1 Thew work wppesrs lo require closer coeordina-
tom
215



216 MORAL EVIL 1IN LONDON

2 The present accommodation, after the removal of
certan oodesrable umts, ‘needs mproviog aod
exteadiog

3 Afoeﬂmn amoyzl of new accommodation 1 called

or

As regards the Erst need we have already observed
the cfects of some exmsting defimenacs an the
co-crdmatwon of the work, m the lack of commonica-
tions and conperation  The recently formed Comiral
Councl for Rescur and Preventive Work i London—
which 1ocludes o s membership tepresentatives of
Governmenl Deparimests, Fullic Authonbes zod
Local Gowernment Authorines a3 well ag of a large
ngmber of Veluni Agenries—1a wow makig a
determined effort, in close cooperatios with the Homes
themmelves, to brin }5 abit o better coerdination of the
wark It 1 probabile that this activity alone will have
the cifect of bly any d
wéucl! may how ¢xi5t and of modifyng any misdirected
eliort

2 Those Homes which are jo immediate danger of
clomig dowa thtough lack of lunde could be ass
and those where the work 15 cramped for the same
reason could be enabled to extend ther uscfulness
Certarn sprofic needs 1o the way of equipmest,
which we have already neted (p ﬂj} shou? alsa be
snppliad

There gppears also io be a peed for the exteanon of
the present pronimen of almoal every type, and thie
would probably still be pecessary even of the existing
Trevinon chlg be brought up to the baghest posasbls
patch of eficency  Particularly s there found to be
a demand for the following

[#] Promsion for mothers and babies at the penod
when they leave Lymgan Homes, Hosputals

wined Trfiemnsnmo
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b} Emergency accommodsbion  fer  unmarned
mothers stranded wiih babses in thet care

{c} Ioexpensive Hostels for the acoomumodation of
reclaymed girls 1n receipt of small salares

{) Homes for young children who have been the
victims of cnmmnal assault

#) Warernity Homes reserved for the accommoda-
ton of 'Hﬁ young mathers

(fy Maternity Homes for momarned methers with
venereal disease

{g) Readential Hoatels for the continnation treat-
ment of working girls and mothers infected mih
veoereal dizease

k) Great umprovement in the provsion wthin the
Homes ior general education, vocstonal tramimg
and recreation Possbly the foundanon of
s mal trexmog ceatres and Holiday Homes for

e extenaron ot relief of the work st the Homes

th:msclvts

Unmate Negds

\nier \mpm'l the rtmcd!u to I:u: applied wall ].nrgdy

be found as the natural coroll ta the

causes we have alrmady differentiatsd—mn an erresta-

tiwn, 1o faet, of the tndywndua! danger-carrents (p véy7)

Tl;f]emres of this kend may be set down roughly as
B

fa) Smitable arraogemects for the care and com-
trol of those slightly mentally afflicted or
uabalanced

(1) The removal of unfair waﬁe conditions.

e} General eduwcation, and nght sex-sducstion, both
within and wiathoot the Homes,

(¢} Betterment of hotsmg conditions in cettain
ATEAS.
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{e) The continued formation of Clubs and Instituies,
whers youth ef both s=xes may find lepitimate
recreaticn and relef from monmotony and lomeli-
ness e promotion of team-games and sports
and of all healthy 1ndoor and cotdeor wnremsts.

[f) The zemoval suggeative  and  obwvicnaly
wadesiable mfocaces of vanous londs by any
posmble mesns. the bnnging of all poszible
pressure to bear towards improving the tooe of
the Press

g} An merease 10 patrsl work 1n pub].lc places, the
provision of greater facilities b wiuch nngle
respectabie mrls may he mbled,w find secure
lodging accommodation, posasbly the establiab.
ment of *' Clearing Houses '

(k) The urgent stimulabien of the Church to a
realtzation of tts neglected responsthilibes agd
cpportumtbies 1 these matters, g far-meackmg
modificatron and vivification of the present
forms of religious observance and a rationalza-
tion of religious sostroction to keep pace wth
the atellectnl development of Lhe age

Home of the above proposed measures call for no
further cominent er bave already betn dealt wnth 1o
detail elsewhere, others require some explanatim or

expansen

fe] Sex-edneation has alwaps beent a debatable
subject, and it has been found that even the most
approved methods of amparung this Loowledge to
children may exhiint ot least some undesirable
features Koowledge of the basic Facts and dangers
of sex 15 wadoubtedly ome of the few rehable safe-
guards agamst the carly aequisition of undesireble
views and bats The elld's fivst questiconps upen
this subject should be met frankly and fearbessly and
withoot apy suggeston of myslﬂy or ehame, the
nformation {mparted should be carefully chosen to
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st the age and mestality of the inquerer At w1
age the study of hot,an¥ ever olf:ﬂb'qr_rs a more dn‘l:g
imtiston by analogy anko the facts of Life and incrense
of hie, whils, when an age of discretion 15 reached,
pome mare defimte teaching 19 weually called for
“There 15 no doobr that, if the gacred nature of dhe
creatave sex-funchon can be indicated oo the Yines se1
out 1 the previcus chapter, many of the diffienlties
and the obpections to the snparting of this knowledge
would automatically disappear

And, although d;e:e may reman difficulties o the
way of ymparhing nsiruchion to yoeullk upon matters
relaung to sex, it appears to the writer that there 19 a
very umportant aspect of this problem which 1a wanally
peerlooked or underemphamzed  The time has
aurcly mrmwed for the complete abandonment of
artificrality and fulse modesty and for regatrding the
aubpeet 17 a bruer perspechive

It bas long been the custom, ooiably among rehgpous
bedies, and 1n parbcular at the kmd of rescus
masttution with which we are concerned, to impress
upon young people that (he sex-impulse 15 o thing of
whih bumanity should on the whole be rether
ashamed, that 1t should be mentally disregarded as
far a5 pomsible

‘The more epbightened wiew looks upon this great
natural force, and 10 particular upen owr pew realiza-
tiom of the peed to master and coptrol i, as the
strongest possible evidence of the upward evoletwn of
mankind. This thing, thus bopey of sax—regarding
only 115 eXPression an the physical tfor its sigmificance
smr: far above material existence]—helongs to the
ammul slage of progress from which we are oow
hepinning to pass.

It is 5 wonderful scheme dewieed by an allwise
Creator for the propapavon and cohion of phyual
fortn. Thetr is wo teason for bomg ashamed of it,
tut there 1 every reason for wishing alomately to
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nse above 1. It ia firmly implanted in our nature
by wons of slow cvalution, we catinnt hope to rse at
GUOE SUPEROE Lo itd Pramphngs.

Salf 5t tly d faculty
which wal! cnable us in bime to magter it.  The anital
15 not self-comsrions, and the ammal knows no shame
It was perhaps unaveudsble that man, when * the eyes
of them both were opetied atd they loew that they
were paked,'” should senug le the forther extreme
and expertence gn unzecessary degree of shame and a
false modesty A clearer understandmg—which s
now ariving—throws these things oo & truer

plopml!an

Ie it mot this hugher noderstanding which we need
ta pass oo to the mee and women whose eyes are stil
clonded by the ancent mrsconception ¢

And 15 not " recogmze and conbrol ™ a better slogan
than ** smother and pretend ™77

{e] A great deal it already being done 1o the
maintesanee of working men's and women's Clube
and Institutes, and in socal workers' Settlements tn
poor districts  this a5 o most valuable movement from
the potat of view of our problem and capmol well
be overstimulated  Bovs” Brigades, Boy Scouts
and Girl Guides must also be mcluded within this

cmg:ry,

The “recent regulations permitting games m the
peblic parks are also a step 1 the ripht direction, ax
are all meana calculated to indace young men to take
part 1o & pame themselves rather than to flock m ther
thousands 1o watch o fow profegsignals play it for

m.

{fl The remeral of snggestive infiluences would m
some cases iavolve much bitter coptroversy and alse
legnstation Tt 15 only from the adwcetion of pobhc
opimion. along the nght hoes thet apy radiel and
eaduring change can be anticipated  Particylarly
docs this apply to the infleencing of the ultra-



NEEDS o

senpational seclions—that 13 to say, of the greater
—uf the Press of to-day ¥ e pert

[g} Patrol work ia publc places needs 10 be
extended, and ik 15 to be hoped that an tncreass to
the streogth of the Women Police will go far towards
accomplrshing this epd 1t has been suggested that 3
uscful measure to be combined wilh patral werk
wolld be the establishmept of central * Cleaning
Hutses,'" whither Polies or patrol workers conld lake
any woman, of whatever type, at any boar of the day
of might, for tempotary shelter pendmg imvestigation
of her peculiar peeds Some workers consider the
establishment of Clearing Houses as a most pressing
need , others advance obyections to the suggestion upon
various grounds  Such howses would undonbtedly
remove one of the greatest dificulties with nhich patrol
workers now bave to contend Worlrers would be
assured of being able to offer help end shelter tv any
stranded gt or woman at a few Tunutes’ notice, with
the koowledge that she would be properly cared for
and her sperial needs met after due inguiry bad
been made  Such hovses, bowever, would be wery
expensive and difieult to mantamn , there would be an
t to the ind mnglmg of women of
very diffierent types for several days together 10 cne
estabhahment, and the potential evils of such condibions
could only be avomded by the etoployment of a very

4 and 4 ly large staff The

conception of the *" Cleanog House ' may seem (o be
rather too mechanical 1m essence when apphed to such
a very homan problem, to bave tathet too much of Lhe
saggeshon of a postal sertmg-office, it has prous,
features, neverlbeless, and Lhe utgency of street worl
and strect problems 13 oftén so great that an expen-
sieat alomg these lines would prohably be well worth
naldng.

A mast val P ig the i
of aafe lodging accommodation for girls and women m
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London and other g cities, and alss the cffective
advertisement of such accommodation in erdet that it
may become koown to that class who chiclly need it
Severa'l Tsts of such lodgings have besn 1ssued within
ihe lest few years, bmt 1t 13 an unfortunate fact that
cven the most recent of thess have been Diterally worse
than useless owing to the great nomber of inaccuracies
contained A reslly relable and comprebensive list
1% stall lacking

k) We bave already suggested 1o several places
that the religious insiruction provided, both wathin
the Hemes and outside them, 16 found to-day to fail
lamentably, beth 1 a grasp of opportumties, ib an
appreciation of the peeds of the ape aod in s avomwed
purpose  There 13 the greatesi nesd that this mosti
important of all coum.eracung wnfluences  against
wmngf.:mg should be brought to bear wath all

effectivences  There are, nefortneately,
taky at the present day who would question the ubility
of any effort based on rehgion an cotmbating sach
condhtions as those wath which we are concerned  Tf
we are bo attempt to find 3 remedy 1 this dicection,
therefore, 1t 15 of the first importance that a hasis
of agreement should be reached by workets and
supporters of all shades of opinwn, whether ihey
appreach the problem primanly from Lhe religoes,
social, philosophical, scwevtific, medical or public
bealth poots of view.

The writer does not wizh, when dealing with the
1nfluence of religion wpon morality, 1o take for his
argument any premiss which may be widely challenged
at the putset ~ He would prefer, of such a thing were
feasible, to find 2 commnn starting-hne agginst which
o]l rabiona] enies, of whatever helief or lack of belief,
wil]l be able 10 set foot To expect the whole world
10 agree upon any one statement or policy 18 obwously
hopeless, bur demming to wonthct mth as few rabiopal
opinons a3 possible, he would, therefors, advance




KEEDS 223
at the outset the followipg broad and elementary
pastulates oaly -

{n] That there 16 at present cheervable ameong the
pecple of this country and elsewhere a laxaty
of woral outlock and conduct which s

ble and noy caloplated to further the
highest  develop or ul happ
ether of the indindeals er the patwns
concerned

{k) Thkat the adoplion of the mdivideal of some
code of moral conduct such as bas been proved
te be mm harmony with natura! laws, and also
productive of Detter Sorial coaditions, 1% an
advany; to be sought

That such a eode 15 more readdy received and
acted ypon by these whe can heleve simcercly
1 the contimued comscious survival of the
mndividaal ego after death, 1n a state or states
of existemee of which the conditions are net
mdependent of the conduct of the indmndusl
dinzg bfe on earth, whe can beheve also that
the whole schemie 5 directed by 3 Sopreme
Bemp, who 15 the Crealor

That the genuine acceptance of such 3 belwef
16, in fact, @ very powerful =hield against any
T towards doang

) That o 15, Lhercfore, haghly desrable thar a
rabional ereed shosld be enevpelically presented
ko the peaple m thet mannoy, constitent with
the digatty and spntual atinbstes of the
subgect, whick 15 deemed most hkely to ensurs
iy acceplance

¢

From the above premieses a smumple process of
logne, together with the comaderation of a few facts
not yet penerally recogmized, wll, wofertunately, lead
s 1mevitably Lo the conctuzion .
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(¢} That the Esl?hl:a‘h:;:l Church, whach 15 officilly

truths o the people, bag eo far pm\md unegual
to 1ts task, trt it 15 anll chinging desperately
to a norsery version of the Chnsban doctnoe,
which was oomnently suited for presentation in
the Dark or Middle Ages, but has been out-
grown by the inteilectoally sdvanced people of
L~day , that, toceover, the Church has been so
loug bhadfolded by this superboal doctrane of
infancy that 1t bas completely forgotten the
decper wisdom underlying it and the lazer
Dactrine of which 1t wag alen noce possessed
that st canm no looger zead s own Beok of
Aunthority—the Bible—with  full and true
understanding, farls 40 anstruct sts appownted
ministers amg preachers 1o the very elements
of religons knowledge and, worst of all, that
the i‘urcll 15 actaally rTeceiving religious
education, and smbmitbing to modification of
s outof-date dogmas from the enhightened
among the laity, whe are daily more and more
winmuog a way to the truth throogh intellectual
channels

MNow, with regerd 1o rebgious behef, men and
women may all be classed under ene or other of the
followvnzg headizge

[6} Those who agnore the subject entuely as
unwotthy of their atteation

{b) Athemsts, who deny the existence of a Deuwy,
and usually aceept malenial evistence as t
only reality

fch Agomestica, who believe that nething 15 koows,
or 13 ikely to be made known, beyond that which
appertains to material phenomena

(4} Belevers, of many diverss peretasions, who
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accept the emistence of a supernatural Beng,
vanously styled, aod W whow varons atin-
hutes are credited, those more ysually accepted
being the creative fuaction, omniscience, otam-
Potences, omarpreseser and a continucas striving
towards the supremacy of that qualty which
a consenens of bt oo 1o farly complete
agreement recognizes iz ' goed ™

Amoagst all these vanous shades of opioion it 13
hoped that comparatively few will be found to take
exdeplion to anything set oot 1o eur four premasses
ebove, although our ultimate conclusion will certaroly
meet with violetit opposibion 10 ctttein quarters

The pon-throker will chviously raize oo great
obection, wor 18 he logscally m 2 posttien to do so
i he 1goores religion entirely he 13 not Iikely to give
any wvery decp thought to moral problems ewher, but
uf such should come under his notice, his attitnde will
probably e '* If you think that your religious sdeas
rap do any good you are weleome to try them, end
yon have my good wishes ™

The censcentions and  well-disposed  atheist or
agnostic may pethaps veasonably taise an objection to
a propesal to fight the ew opon 13zues of religon on
the ground that any defimte teachings reparding a
futtite hfe are opposed to what lie holds 10 be the truth
The atheist, however, can scarcely uphold such a
protest very stromgly, fut his convictions do not 1o
Aoy rase carty lum beyond the grave, and if existence
15 to end there, it would seem thar teachings of what-
cret kund ran do ho great harm from his pant of
view, provided that they are nat actually 1opurous to
hus fellow-men

Beltevers of all d Long wall p bly agrae
with ouor g aiihaugh, unfor 1y, they will
mestly desare 1o add a nider 1o the offect that only
throngh the acecptance of ther own parhicufar creed
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15 salvation really to be puuped At least we fes] that
we mady cotnt upcm ther support so far as we bave
gome, we hope shortly (o advance arguments to
auggest that, 1f each sext were to exatnme carefolly
1t own fonndaton-stohes and te make iptelligent
mquiry ate the belefs of others, wub parircular
referener to the ol . stale ¢f devel. ¢ and
pecubar wecds of the peoples holdng such ahen
beliefs, they would be likely to discover a mest
sarprusitlg patallelism among oeatly all rehgons, as
well a5 a remarkakly scund bams lor mutual respect
und Broad-tminded co-operabmp m the werk of the
{uture

Even the fatalist amongsl believers, who dences
to man the possession of frec will and regards
every ooclittetice as pre-ordained by 2 agher power,
should rmse no objection to em attempt towsrds
improvement, regarding such ac Uhe worst merely as
a waste of effort

Let us, therefore, now leave hehind the small
proporuct of those actually :numacal to any religons
cult or tegehimg and boldly adept as our formula for
those who well Follow, and for those cthers who will
gve 1t their sympathetic regard, otit fonrth aod main
Premiss

That at 15 haghly deswable that a rahonn] creed
should be energeticatly preseated do e poople o, that
anhey, consustent awtbhe the dignaty and spenifual
atirehuies of the subpect, whech 15 deemed most hiely
10 FRSUTE dEF acreprance

And bere let vs first of all mguire in some detall
how far the Established Church of England s working
towards the attmnment of ihis desirable goal, and
what measure of surcess, 1f amy, can be antwcipated
from us present pohey and achvites for the
enhightenment and gwidance of 1tz people




CHAPTER XVI
THE CUURCH

= thiar Words g Scorn
Arg septter'd aud ther Meuths are winpt with Duad
- The Mubdaydt of Omar fhayyde

“The clergy are Jdear good Eellows, but their fraamog
causes them io thmk s the Twelflh Century  they are
wsnally fowad lo be antelhgent wpan every sibject except
ohgon  leleds we can BRBE ol seligol te the bar ol
rewson we et [wwe Lbe Jack thel o will pesuen merc
superdition "

—trour gue of the naest eefrphfcaed polfets i London

" Lot the buwml be oo lcger leaders of the W, recon-

wivgel b bomatchy o silelhgeoee and  boluwess  amd

Tatee on'Y thes wha g - the Leaclers of those wke
belerve M—Mushi Chrstiamey

Ineficiency nf the Chareh 4 rlaef cowse of mazat loxily—Fhe
CIoRg s PHCRIEPAUCS WHILSIFNCIOE I FOREUONS fralfti—T e
norwal sercrer—fig foawalety god cwepieness Che phnogr.
g af druth—The 0 rebygen af philozophk
and sreence—Therr deniufy m fact %otk Reltgaon—TFire
s frewe of the roturrectinae of ke hody --Tlat fie Chaumrk
5 by edwcated ax teltglows aralfés by fee lariy—A
megleridd docirme—d © Copee ' Kepord omt & fa for
otvirlocked by " Copee “—The matsre o) tre jorth—a
Irsg and zatzamal Clieisteats germire—The refgrius srred
of to-day—The maral vilue of o rahawnrd togcking—The
Church's opportunety — A conferamce of ceelestasieal
Broad Sigus of ™

‘THE best and the worst 1hat can be saad for the present
exposition by the Church of England of the Christian
327
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Relygron 15 that it conceals wonderiul elemental
truths: the best lies 1o the fact that those ancient
basic truths—although ofter: mistrapslated and usuall
misnterpreted—are, w1 spite of the Church, sbil
mearporated 1n itg doctrioe  the worsy lecs im the fact
that they are by the Choreh so perastently and very
effectively concealed

Lzt it be clearly stated here that the wiiber Faolly
recogizes, and has oothing bot respect and hemble
admiration for, e immense amotnt of pood and
charitable mork which 15 done under the ®gis and
admisistravon of the Chareh  He laments, however—
and that with no small veace—Aihe lack of ymagination

lly displayed by 1ta precep 10 their fraching,
and their meglect of the epportunity that to-day hes
close within thewr reach for effecting a good compared
with which all that they bave been able to do o the
past world appear but as the proverbie] drop in the
ocean  And, be it noted, thia peglect hes mote nearly
ot the toot of our =pecial problem of moral conditions
than do atv of the mauses we have as vet topched upon
In fact, the Chuorch stself, becouse of s inertia
touching Vs duty of presentation of spntual truth,
might oot gafairly be regarded as a more powerful
negative cause of wrongdmog than are aoy or all of
the more ohvious and ill-sceming posttive canses and
influences which 1t 15 accustomed to deplore from s
pulpits  This 15 ipdeed & strong indectment, but
there are many whe wall suppert it

Wherein lies this weakness of the Chareh?

We have abserved more than once that the present
age 12 one of intellectual development—of cotical and
togical m?imry wte all thipgs both old and new A
smgh and unedueated people may be found wilhog
fasthfully 1o accept dogmatic teachings and 1¢ follow
a set form of worship lad down by an educated
priesthood—and such indeed 13 usually the best form
M whith teligrions troth caon be presented to themn :
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net zo, however, an iutetlectually emanapated people
Every community ealls for a religions teaching praded
acording to its partcular needs aad stage of develop-
ment, ’lahere 18 surely cply ome actnal Tiouth, but
there are many degrees of calightenment, many atages
of malization of this Trath It 15 as uscless to preach
the ugher eagteric truths of the Christian rehigaon to
a rongregation of Ceotral African natives—whe simply
have not yet evolved the mentel machimery by which
1o grasp them—ay 4t ae fytle an (he peeacnt day to
rmteraie the wvery chold's alphabet of that same
tehgion to the intellectually developed people of thas
country  They paturally demand stronger meat, and
they wull wnewitably chtam it In pmnt of fact they
sre actuafly obtuimog it today, elthoogh, unfor
wunately, not iheough the medinm of the Church
This cne fact 13 perbaps the stroagest wndictocnt for
detchetwn of duty which the Church m the scar
Futare pay be called u Lo Face

Faghty per cent of t:::“wung people of today, &s
we have alrtady noted, mever coter & place of worshep
The mentien of relypous sobjeets -the eorthedox
doctnine of the Churck—1a by them receoved 10 ohacel
aienee or with open densen

" Eheir Were_ . Seorn
Are seatter'd -

Why sheubd this be sof Tet us consder for
moment what the Chureh has to offer 2 xgunluat]iy
aspining, bt st the game time intelligent and critical,
mmqurer who enters a place of orthodew Christian
worship at an ape of npe experience of the world
What 1 or 3 15 provded for
wand ar sowl ?

‘There 15 a service composed of a set form of werds,
often gabbled through unthinkingly and wath hittle or
no regard to thewr iomer mgmhcence, by hoth the
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pastor and hia flock, there is music and 1he aimpog
of by hich chel 1f
net the only defence against uiter boredom, for many
chutthegorrs, there 15 an address {rom the pulpt,
whith may be erther a powerful exhortation with e
sipang, practical and personal appeal for fight hnag
—poed advice, 10 slort, Tor the comduct of hie, such
as can also be obtaned outsde the Charch  but U
address 1= more often 1 mere harsplittng and
wearisome cxpansion of the suppnsed meammg of 2
passage taken from Holy Wik, there are more
sacred ritea alse, often performed by all parties in
profourd wnorance or imsunderstanding of thewr ooer
sigmbicance

" and thear Moolhs ate stopt with Dst ™

Tt might reasonably be asserted that, with the
exceplion of a certarn amount of good, practical advee,
Little bat dust and ashes issues from the mouths of
the majority of the Enghsh clergy It would perhaps
be mare to the pownt to say that st 1z the cars of ther
hearcrs which are *' stopt with Dust '

Tt mught also be asserted, and 1t 15 probably capable
of preof, that a lorge majoriy of the elergy hawe
ne actual koowledge whatever of the vitally important
facts which therr profesmon mequires them to 1mpart
toothers  They lay themselves open to Lhe acusetion
of bemg, 1n effect, dwctors ignotant of medione,
lawyers wmacgquainted wilh the elemests of Law,
etchitects who do ot know the limensmons of the
standard brick Tt would appear that the elerical
ealling 15 a " professinn '—that 15 all - that there
1 no actual knowledgs behind the professwon of
Loowledge

Why, then, do people go to church at ali®

Wilh some 1t 15 a matter of habil and vpbnopog,
or of blnd, uncrivcal fath wn what they have glx:cn
taught frem chuldbhood , it 28 often regar 38 *“ the
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right thisg to do," as a duty to be discharged on
Hundays, having oo necessary practica) bearing upon
covduct duritg the remainder of the week, some go
For socwel reasons, of from fear of the adverse epimico
of meore regular attetidents, many go for the sake of
the music end the restful atmosphete, s number
becanse they have an sntustive perception of the wital
tratha hrdden bebind the apiritless resteratrons of the
service, and 1 the hop Ny d d

ety guided towards a closer understanding of these
great mystertes, s few, who are mally already some
distante advaticed along the read to true enhghten-
ment, enler ploe the very spint belind the spoken
words, understanding thewr real meamogs ofien far
betier (ivan does the preacher hemself, and endeavour-
1tg 10 ehdure W patieho: the vague generalizatinas and

q Rross of which be, 1n hs
1GAOTANCE, COUATTRCLS huf sermnon

As regards the Heseome Homes, the girls, 1o the
words of ooe of the matroos, *'arc glad te go to
church becanee 1t makes an oubmg "'

The greater number of frec persons stay away from
church because the =service makes no appeal 1o them,
because ol s & Y dead ™ service, becaase 1he facls
which they Lave learned voder the nume of Soence,
or 3 philosoplacal o 1 of the app
wmyustices and needless sufiering of life on earth
appeat to them to guve the he to the teachings of
religion, also because, to soenbific or any other
challengr, the Church seems unable to find a better
angwet than a patheti entreaty to the intelhgent
mguirer to * have fath ™

This position 19 all the more lamentable when itz
consydersd that the Church posseises, plamly stated
18 1t own Eible, the amswere—if it would bol goder.
stand them—to any or all challenges or cnticiam,
whether of Seience or Philosophy And this know-
ledge has hot been entirely lost 1 spite of the fact
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that our presemt Bible was purposely mis-transtated
m the reign of James ], the translatory whe were
responatbie for the Authonized Vermon being under
strict ordets to incorporate nothing calrulated to upset
the religious beliefs of the time

Moreover, while a Little knowledge of Soence or
Philosuphy may seem o comtfadict the teachings of
Rehgron—and does, 1n fagt, winnow out at once those
medern false interpolatipns which had oo existence 1o
the ongioel text at all—the more profoandly the
mguirer delves inte scientific and philosophie troths,
the more does he observe their close concordance with
the imspired revelatons of rehgion  In fact, as 13 so
clearly stated o that illumimating werk, Mystic
Chrghiamily, already refetred to

¥ Relygaon, Phuosophy and Soeuce ate known to
be ome and the same thing  There 15 no condwt
between Science and Rebgion, Phalosophy and
Relignon, or Philosophy and Seience  They are all
but names for the Ooc Truth  There 35 bot ooe
Truth—there cannot be more than ome  And ao
call it by the namc of Relipnon—the name of
Hcienee, the name of Philosophy—it matters not, for
the same thiog 15 meant ™

Agan, Themson Jay Hudson, that keen logician and
catetn) wnquiter 1nio super-moodane problems, 1= s
cenvinang work, The Evclution of the Soul, ctates
the position even More clearly Oan page jo3 he
sa¥85

" it 15 the prowviner of acecnce Lg remove
cw:l‘?‘ svent from the realm of the supernatural, and
tn demenatrate that God created and rules thiz
unrverge by and thravgh the operation of ymmutabte
laws, which were jmplanted 1n matter and spmt
from ihe begunning
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““ Tt 18 2 #elf-evident proposition that scieace does
far more reverence to God 1 thos asctibing to Him
=och a power azd such ac intelligence, than docs
sopersbition im bebeving Him to Jabour under the
Decessity o:dsupplerryentmg His work by spectal

a 10ter

‘' That the triumphs of science 10 this direction
have béen many and important, uo oze will deny
That 1t has bern opposed at cvery step 1n its
qﬁmgress by theotugical dogmatism 15 current hestory

he yeason 15 obvious  Wihen soience first declared
1% 1ndepend: it was & 1 a5 ath and
it was persecuted sceordingly o geeat was the
antagomistn at first Lhat ot was tacitly undersiood
for a long tume Wsat science was opposed to religion,
aod 1t was many years before anyone senowsly
thought that there could b aoy harmenious relaton
between them

' Gradoally, bowever, 1 has dawned upon the
contesting parties that the craflict 13 not between
sowence and religion, byt between scignce and
theclogieal dogmatig  With this understanding,
the relation of soience to the Chorch, has, withim a
few yeara, undergone a decided change

' The great bedy of the iatelligent members of
the Church no lgoger hold themselves 1n antagomsm
to the essential clarma of sceenee, and seienee ne
lemger disputes the essential tenets of the Christian
rebigign  Ope by one the pounta have been ynelded,
until there are bt few cssential features of difference
m dispute "'

Even 1f the Charch were possessed of a complete
Babie, wmth all the spaccursmes of Lranslabon
ehminated, 1t would be ooly m & shpbtly better
peosition than it 16 to-day, for the simple reason that
the trmmag of the cletgy does not promide for thewr
education 1o the weey alphabet of their own doctmme.
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They atc not iostrocted n the ioner meaning of
the words of Holy Wnt, they chng o the Iiteral
significance of the phrasing and ignore the apint of
i, they grasp the busks aad reject the corn* And
et they are, 1o fact, a deeply Ieartied body of men—
* nsval y, fouud sntellipent upon every subject except
rehgon ™

In support of Lhe zhove seggestions two insiances
out of the greal number of these avalable wil &
For a loog time the Churches ynmsted opon a literal
behef m docttine of the resarrechion of the body,
and to some extent still do a0 Now thiz doctrime 1z
aowhere justified 1o the New Testament It as,
moregver, utlerly opposed to yeagon, expericoce and
commeon senge  Modern scetce proves andisputably
that every patriwle of our bodies changes n its very
chemical constitution many tumes durmg a Tifetime
What bady, then, 15 the spirit of o man bo resume at
the ** resurrection “—his efaptde form, that of hus
rarly manhood, or that of a posshly decrepit or
disgased old age? And 1s the enpple or mongtrously
deformed indimdual also to resume his old suffering
body # The conception is brzarre and untepable and
out of conformety with all conceptions of progrese and
of doatie justice Poblic viamon ameng the laty has
wisely refused Io accept this belief, and the Charch,
recoguzing for ooue the strength of the logucal
secptictsm arrayed against ot, bas been mdueed to
medify of explain away this dogma in order to remove
the barrier

Thus—and this 13 one instance only—s the laty
of to-day, by sheer pressure of ralional opimon,
sducatng the Chureh in relipious maiters nstead of
being edicated by the Church  Have thogs actually

L4 The Churches bave mothing bot the huslks that hawe

always beem the pruperty of 1he masses  Tle meal kemnels

of triath heve been poassised by hut the few elest omes ™
—Mystie Chrisimmaty, T 59
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come te such @ pass as this - that the Chutch, which
sheuld be the pieteer m 1ts own field, 15 laggng
behind and being dragged along wowilbingly 1o the
wake of the iotellectval advance? I so, 3t 15 Liile to
be wondered that the Church as o moral infloence s
such & wvery parhial success today  IF the lamy 1=
slewly but surely arnving at the moer truths of
religion, by the Way of the Head, and m spate of the
ohatruction strewn 1m the path of enlghtenment by
the Charch itself, there 15 a danper that soan it wil
torn and rend the Church for having se long proflered
the husks and secrsted ihe corn

Az out first wnstance of the Church's unfortunate
tusrepresentation of the teachings cotrusted Lo 1t we
have taken the dogma of the resarrection of the body
—an msupporiable misconeption long nakted upon
by the Church as & liera]l truth  And  wet the
slatements of Henpwire wpon which ibis dogma 12
falsely founded, whes rightly wnderstood, are found
1o poiot to a conclusion wineh 18 got 3 falschood, and
18 by no means opposed to the findings of soience
Wheo we questioned whether 2 man should resome
hus infanule body ar the *' resurrection ' we were ot
very wide of the mark afier all  This imreduces
usat once kv our serond ostance, which 18 the
couverse of the first—a great and wtal truth which
the Church categorwslly rejects as the  rankest
heresy  This 15 the doctrine of metempsychosis, or
the smccessive and proqaisine roncarpation of the
indrndus] spmt m a number of separate human
bodies

This truth of rerocarnation s stated »n the plaimest
posathle language o the New Testament teachings,
both by 1he Magter and Hia gpostles

Mumerpus gaodations meght be grven ie support of it,
but perhape our purpose wil] best be served by quoting
s few paragraphs from the Raoscorutite Cosme-
conceplion, p 15
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" In private He taught Rebirth to His disciples.
ITe not only taught them im words, but He took
them * mto the meuntamn ' This 15 2 mystic term
meamtg 3 place of Iutiation  In the coorse of
Imtation they see for themselves that Rebirth is a
fact, for there Ehjah a red before them, whe,
they are told, 13 also John the Bapugt  Chnst, sn
unequivacal terms, bad previously told them, when
speatng of John the Baphst, * i 15 Ehjah who
was for to come' Me reterates this at the
transfignzation scene, saymg, " Eljah bas come
already aad they koew him not, but have done to
hm whatsoever they hsted ' And Ectlowng this, it
15 said that * they understood He spake of John the
Baptist © (Matt xvu 13-13)  On this eccaston, and
also at the tume when Relarth was discussed between
Himm apd Hiz disaples, they told Hom that some
thuaglt He was Ehjah and others thet He was one
of the prophets who had been te-born  Ile com-
manded them to ‘tell no man' (Matt xvn o,
Luke 1x 2:] This was to be, lor thousands of
years, an csotene teaching, to be known only among
the few pompers who had Rited themselves fer the
¥nonledge, pushing ahead to the slage of develap-
ment when these truths mill agan be known to man

' That Christ tanght Reborth 20d also the law of
Copsequeace 15 perhaps shown 1o oo other place as
clearly as 1 the rase of the man who had been boro
blind, where His disoiples aglked, * Who did s,
this man or his parents, that he was born blemd ?*
(John ix 2]

‘" Had Chnst not taught Rebirth and the law of
{onsequence, the nataral answer would have been,
* Noosense ' bow could a man have smmned before fe
mas born, and bave bronght bhndness upon himeelf
as 3 resalt? © But Chnst does oot answer in that
way Ileis oot surpnsed at the question, not does
He treat 1t as being at all yngzual, showing that it
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was th: in barmeny with His teachings He
explarns, * Nether bath this man stnoed, nor hus
patenks, buk that tbe work of {ithe) God shonld be
made manifest 10 him *

'* The orthodox inierpretation 15 that the man was
boro blind 1 order that Chnst mght have the
opportumity of performing @ miracle to show His
power It wouold have been a strange way for a
God to obtmn glory—capricionsly condemning a man
te many yursog blindoess and misery that He
might “show wff ' at & foture bme' We would
consader s man who acted m such a mapoer &
monster of cruelly

* How woch more logial to think that there
may be angther explanation  To umpute to God
condect whech, v a huoman being, we weuld
denonoce o the astrongest terms a3 suncly
worggsonable

“ Chnst differenhiates between the phymcally
blind body of the man and the God within, wheeh 15
the hgher self

" The dense body has committrd ne sm The
God within has doae gome deed which manifests 1n
the particular afhcthon from which e 18 suffering
It 15 not stretching a point to call 3 man a {>od
Pau! says, * koow ye not that ve are Gods? ' and
he refers to the hunlan body 4s the ' tempie of God,'
the 1adwelling spiit ©

‘That the doctrine of rewncarnation b2 the bams of

other Ch ty by
thewsands of vears, and that e itself 1t gmves a
rational explanation of nearly every puzzling fact and
seeming snjustice of the 1fe on carth, of cvery process
of evolution apd of many soentific ‘ddles, and that
1t 1 supported by analegy throughout the whole
realm of mature, 18 merely comrohorative evidence,
wltheugh of the strongest knd,
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Apart from much additonal endence--and mack
ware, equally potept, that 19 avarlable—it 15 actually
a part, abd @ wital part, of the ongrmal Chnstan
docttie It 12 & beltef which, with sts natural
oorolfaries, 18 capable of brinpug solace and hope o
womerons suffering ndividoals, dunog the at
War it would have brightered the whole outlook upon
hfe for mmllons of those who wers bereaved, i)
calenlated, also, when rightly understood, to mspire
all towards & reabzation of the highest that 16 m them,
and thus to smpliy oll woral problems  And yeu
this doctrige 15 obscured by the churches and demied
e a penple why are clamonrtag at their doors for pust
such 3 rabonal teaching

Ome of 1the Reports which sssaed from the reept
great congress of religion held at Birmingham—the
Lonference o Cbnslum Polifscs, Ecowowics and
Catzzensind, ot ** Copec V' —is entibled The Noiure of
Gad aud His Purpese for the World  Thus 15 a very
searchmg gy suto basmc problems, ewidentiy
produced by some of the greatesy theokers among all
dengmpations [t makes an hopest attempt o eet
forth the dsfficulties which may beset a ratenal
thinker 1m accepting, m view of the tragedies and
brutalties and injostices that he sees all around kim,
a Belef 1o any form of Dety Tt cven seems here and
there to admit some jastifcation for 2 sorelv-tried and
perplexed individual rejecting such belief It sets emt
also a pumhber of perbinent questions to which the
Conferetce mas presqmablty unahle to Gnd answers
Thers 15 wol & Single one of these queshions which
cokld mot have been answered—-and answered com-
pletoly and hopefully—if this very learned body of
thinkers had deemad 1 worth therr while o e even
pagstng constderalon be the basic docirine of iherr
vwn fath-—the doctrine of the remcarnation of the
Spartf

Perhaps the most sahent senteter jp ibe whole
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Report—a sextence which onght eanly be constroed
ag the Church’s rwn condempation of itself—ss the
follosnng (p €2}

" The bewlderment and chacs of our tume 8 doe
not Jeast to its fmlure to produce smnis amd
thinkers who will keep pawe m ther wwn sphete
with the chemusts and physicists, the tiologists and
psychelogiats, and restore to man a fresh assurance
of the eternal values and a truer seose of propertion '

‘The Conmfercnce, unfortonately, them  proceeds
smmediately to offer a somewbat patromzimg apology
for the actevitiea of Lhe expooenis of the soeoces,
wheteas a sincere apology on bebalf of the churcles,
For their suppressiwon and distountimg of all =aints
and advaticed thitkers, whether lay or ecclesiastical,
would seem 1o e mote m keeping with the actaal
state of affars It will be moliwed that this extract
from the ** Copec ' repont corresponds exceedungly
closely with the paragraph from Mysir Chrestomrs
quoted at the head of this chapler, both mdicate the
only hme of acton which the churches man save
themsclves {rom total extoetin as an infloence for
religrous enlightenment or as a moral foree

©f conrse the arthodes reply to such enibieism as
the above 1z that the prople ghould ™ have faith ™ 1o
the church's tearhing, m smte of all vontradictory
evidence whatever—'" the faith of a hitle cluld ™
Now the farth of a hitle child 15 & very beautiful thing,
but 1t 13 pot at ali a switable equipnient for a 'y
and reasoning man, and 1t 15 cortmnly Dot mnherent
in the majmty of those persons with whom we
are mere particalarly concetped  Faith most be
strenpthened by experniencve as experience widens the
outlook, by 1he teshng and trymg oul of problems and
dapgers for caeself The Lttle child toay belive s
parent’s assertion that if 1t ruts its Gnger with a kmife
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it will suffer pain and be unhappy, but wher it has
sad ] d 21 . jedpe of

bg experience g g
that cutting process, its fath 1o the oruginal assertion
15 1ftitely strengthened and ot becomes quite ready
to acrept without the least guesbion the warmag that
if 1t falls ont of the window 1t may be kitled  The
faith which couws from expeneocs 19 small things,
and from a clear understandmg of the law, 15 a far
more valuable possesmion It is as far in advance of
the woquestisming acceplance of the child as ts the
peartive gavfuz of 2 man or woman of bigh principles,
ded hed hy almost overwhelming

temptation, o advance of, and on a3 hogher plane
than, the segative guality of pdte wmnoscence wm the
untried ¢hild  The differcore 15 exactly anslogons

Tt 16 this higher quahty of faith which the churches
sheuld demand of bumanity to-day, this faith of the
grown man wha kas grasped and accepted the workiog
of the law, so far as be 15 alle to understand i,
and hmdmg it to sausfy the lopiual questionings of
s awakeming sotellect, and reshung at the zame
nme the hmitations of that human otellect, 13,
therefore, prepared to accept wn pure faith further
prssiilities which he 15 not yet eble directly to
comprehend

Before, therefore, the Church is 1n a position o
msist upon 1ty pupils displaying the virloe of farth,
it would seem necessary that if should acquaint its
munisters with at Ieast ihe clementary facts of its own
doctnine, and famtlarnrze them with the first prieciples
of the working of the great cosme law behind thoss
fects, 1n order that it may lead its disoples for the
fitst few steps along the path of true faith

W have suggested that the clergy as & whele are
unaware of the most elementary facts conteromg the
esotene aspect of the Chnstian doctnine, and for that
reason we find that the aortaal Church service appears,
except to a small moonty of ipitiates, as o vitated
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and senlless proceedtog  The difference to be found
at a Chnstian service where the preacher himself 1=
an itiiate, whose mund s aflummed by a desp
kenowledge of religious troths—which are also found
to be sciennfic truths--1x most matked The wnter
koows of oae such sanrtuary 10 London  There may
be: athers

Ilere the form of service 13 modified  Muoch tume
13 given to slence and meditatwon 1o place of Lhe
hasty repetieron of set forms of words, such sopplica-
tiomg a8 are psed are promounced slowly, and wnth due
regard to the foll eigmficance of every word, and in
the same spint are they followed by an iostructed
congregation  The address 15 3 Jopically appreciable
expasttion of the same Chrsuan docinne and mystic
truth suted te the inielhgence of the hearers
Quemms nupan an'y puzzlmg papt M’ Belief, or upen
o everyday
d]ﬁimitlcs of lfe, may be written out before the
service by any of the congtegation, and these ate
unded duriog ihe address  In bHns way i
rehigan closely corrclated 1o the groblems of darty
Life and condact  The eervice, for these and other
reasons, 15 inlensely tntercsitrg, s logic eppeals to
the head at the same time ag its ritpal appeals Lo the
heart, the imtwtive faith of the worshippers 15
strengthiened an hundredfold by the bams of mtellec-
tual materral wpon which 1t 12 bt Those who enter
ax onbebevers, but wib an open miod, can scarcely
eccape  recerning cosvichon  from  the wndispotable
logie and satisfying completearss of this teaching, at
the least they will return hame =ath wmuch Food for
furssns Thoaught  The same could hardly be sard of
L'he serv:ce or teachung to be found at one among woe
A of those s wbiere the intellactual

Tght has not yet penewrated
And this ‘eaching, be it noied, 15 Dothing mew of
nnorthodox, oo new Teligon , 1t 15 a5 old as Chtwstanty

Q
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itself, it is nething move ¢ less than the otthodox
Chrastian dottizar strapped of all the parssibe false-
heods that bave growe op about i, and eonched agmn
with its due componsnt of those aucicat truthe which
the Established Church, at its very foundabon,

rejected

A faith bugde upon such & seled Lasts of krowledge
ts mdesd a faith worth g, itisan Jab
fortification of the sop] against wrongdoieg—es much
mare complete than whe faith which bhodly zccepis
erbtrary dogms {aed cccamonally acts wpon 1t} as i
that edelt wisdom gatoed from experence of marc
valie thao the cond-hand  aed  half: lated
Lknowledge rmparted 2t the matetnal aproo-sttrng

And 10 this particolar sancttaty of tree Chnstiaety
there 15 something more thae a rcealizabwon  of
collective worship aed comstruckeve teachrng Mo
thtking man or woman car ever leave a service bhere
without heigg  sporitually  ennched and  mentally
stumilated, without baving received mew light wpon
some qepect or other of the divige plan, without
bawing had started 1g his miod absorbing trains of
thanght which hjmeelf can purzme unarded to ther
i g 159ue Thig enligh d heog shonid
surely e made avarlable 1o every charch g the Jand ?
It 12 preascly the treatment of rebgon for which the
Erunsh, and other, peopies are clamounog to-day, for
the lack of which a proportion, partrcularly of the
younget penetation, are backslhding mto matenahsm,
agtinshiusm, atheism, or bemg drven to take part 1
dangeroas ' spunctualistic ' experiments  The writer
wonld uohesiatioply assert that, were the Chuorch
able mmmedistely to redrpanize 113 presentation of the
Chnshan doctribe upon these hmes-—the true esotenc
Clnsthan hioes—ats places of worshup n this country
woudd e filled to overfiowng at every service before
the changed condition had been in operatwon Tor
iwelve monthe And an immediate improvement
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wotld qurie antomanically pet in smoeg all nodesirable
meral conditione

Why are the csotene truths generally allowed to
filter thraugh to the people I_'hrcmgh 3 nomber aof
séculazr, and often tarted, chapnels? Tt 1s difficnlt to
believe ‘that the hlnmmhy of the Church of England
haz =0 long obscared these truths that they ate oow
unaware of thewr very exsstence, yet such indeed may
be the case At least the Ionet Dectrine s shll
there,’ bat it should remam an Imter Doctrine no
loager The Master waroed Hiz disciples agaunzt
the vasting of pearls before swine, meatlng that the
tigher teaching should be smparted only to those
spintuatly advaned and menta]l{l equipped to yoder-
stand them, that the gross and the uneducated would
merely trample them underfoot  “The people of this
country at large have now reached a stage of spimtual
asprrafion and aoteliectus) advancement when the
simpler esoterse iroths ueed no longer be withheld

17 The teachiug regarding the Immanent God hes at
Ihe fooodatem of all the BUystic teachusgs of all peoples,
vicew  Aid tives  Xoo omatier woder whatgpames’ ¢he
teachimg n pmmu] ted—ho matter wlat the oame of the
creed of o 1t which 1t ea embedded—at 15 sull the
Truth m 1 B Lhi il ppanent m all Jormy of Dhie,
foree and matter  “And 1t 1w always found formipg the
Speret Doctrioe of the phnlosophy, creed or rels
Outer Tcac‘nm‘z penerally confings tscll to the m:trurum\
ol the updevelaped minds of the pecplr, and clmks (he
real Trutl h("hmd some coneephion of @ Persotul Deity, ot
Dmties—gods and dmm oy awha Ak amppoaed Lo dwell
afar off in some Phacithe tealm-- some greal n;f whn
ereated fhe weorld and IeK |t tu un ﬂs: Mx b
ocrasiatal - atbestion Erine ur
Epatetcc Teachig ol a1l mhmmls has blnshed agide theas
?ﬂmlh\\- conceplions, and teaches the Truth of Lhe

manent God—the Power ml|erenr. and alndmg n all 1|le
and mendestations  And oty 15 a0
the rule, and 1o 1t8 dcclawtlon o( farth 1 the Holy Ghoat
its cgotenic pnocple 16 stats

—Mytic Chrshantty, p aoy
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From thews, they are enutled and goalified to under-
slm? them, for the excterc teachings bave failed to
matiy

th::n, as 13 bompd to ocrur in the wet digtant
future, with or without the co-operation of the Church,
the noer 1eachmg heging to he wlde]y acecpted thare
will ally ensue a tion s the
grtieral outlook opon qn:shm:s of mmhty of all
kipds Tt 15 gmte for an
sitieetely to accept the full Chrshan failh and teaching
without finding that 1o dong so he automatically
eflects a far-teaching and progressive chanpe for the
beller 13 his dmly lelfe and dealings with as iellows
and 1n b1z personal attitude towards the Dowimity

Huch an wAuence ag thes, when 1t can be brought
Lo hear, 12 pomg to have a more diwect, wntimate avd
lasting efiect upon sur special moral problem than
could all the laws and reguletions that coutd be
passed 10 a century, st wil] be a greater force for gond
than the foundation of any number of new Homea
or institobicns, which are palbative weasures enly,
merely seratching the sarface of the problem

And this prod Iy erful t et can
hest be set in moton by the Church, 3 the Church can
by any means be aroused from s present brance-like
sleep © Syms of such awakenog are already apparent
even m the Chorch, but the state of full cansciousness
and actity 15 yet afar of  The Church needs to
shed many age-old encombrances, it must purge stself
of petty jealousies, sectarman disputes, werd-tnflings
and mtoleratiees It must awaken to the fact ihat all
aospared religions behels are but so many facets of the
diamond of the One Truth, yes, further, that even
the heatken idol-worship screes ite own good purpose
—in leading itz votaries by the hard road of experi-
ente, to a realizabion of Lhe impotence of goda of wood
a1d stone and of the einful westc of devotional eoergy
expended in their directign. The Church has no
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nght to stiempt to shatter even these Lelicfs wotil
1t has to offer 1m thewr place & doctrine of touth most
carefolly graded ro swi the wndeveloped mentality of
g:!mllwt peoplex  Its missionary efforts were far

tter direcled upon problems nearer home

The collective tind of the Church would 1mndeed
seem ta yeed much braademimg  The whier teceotly
had the of o confer-
ence convened by the Primate of All Eogland  Obe
of the chiel alyecis of this conference was to conauder
the desirabality of an crgamesed effort being made to
Tase the standard of poblie opioen wik regard to
the relationg between men and Wotmetn [t was
ungmmaysly by those present among whom,
to addition to the majonty of ecclesasuical delegates,
there was ineluded a considerable sumber of lay
representatives—dortors, socwnl workers and others—

that any appeal or camp muat be tarian
and non-cxclusier as rtgar\fs r:hpnn Many of the
spake at this aF

lu what fotm such an appeal shauld take and how it
conld best be dissetmipated It was most mteresting
to observe that, sithough these speakers wsually
prefeced ther remarks by empha&mng the essmual
need, and their 4
oo-npennon and for drawisg wp a doc'umem 20
worded  that of all
wild be egabled to attach thew mgnatures thercts,
they yet wmvariably concluded by an ocbservabon to
the effect that, ai’thongh the more comprehensive
effort might have 1ts pses, 1t was, of conmse, as every
Christian there present would realize, caly through
the Christian grace that any really lashieg good could
ke _accomplis

MNow the wnter docs oot challenge the essential
truth of soch concloding remarks He wishes to
suggest, however, that 1t 18 high time that the Charch
should be bmughr. to reabza the fact that it dees nat
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by any messs hold s monepoly of the quality af
Cylvlrlsn}.fan grace, and that it will remam 29 1oefectye
4s ever untii (b approachkes this realisaton, that it
canaol even begip to nva! cerlaim other r:h,gmns m
thewr yastly soperior ding of tl
truths yoderlying s ewn Chostan doctrime. 1t 15
obvious also thar the concloding remarks of these
speakets at the contference prove conclusively that, for
an average erthodox ncumbent of Lhe tablished
Church actually to broaden in practies hiz mental
outlock upon religions matters—iry he never so hard
—iz almost a conmtutmnnl ympassihily

At thig same e af clenical i
1t 15 worthy of remark alse that a very emueent drvine
made 3 statemeni—whiwh was not wzammously
endorsed—to the effect that mo possible combupation
of orecumstances whatever can Jusufy divorce, that it
13 better that the few should suffer grest basdulup
than that the pencral tora) standazd as regards
marriage should thus be Jowered Comment 15
needless

The weiler has devoted cousiderable space to the
consideralion of what appear to him to be lamentable
shortcomings on the part of the Establshed Charch,
and bas been forced, in order to make s

mept, ta stray mte rather wide bt really very

relevant generahzstwns  He regards the defection of
the exponents of religion as the very mamspriog of
the continnance of wrm:gduang in the mass, and @
passible eoclearantical awalkeoing as the most 15188
and powerfol counter-mfluence to be hoped Yor 1n the
futare  The mbmate connection of the religons
attitude, and of the eficency of the preceplors of
rehiguon — of whatsocver demormaation — with  our
sperizl preblem becomes st obce Zpparent whenm we
call to mond the fact thar oearly all the resene and
preventive work undertaken m this country hes under
the direct admiosstrahon of rehgous Lodies It 15
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bere that we muat Gre our Grst shot of blasting pewder
if we mm at ereching 4 more substantiz] and better
illuminated struciure on the foundations of the old,
and a book on the present subject would net be
<otiplete, would not indeed begin to fulfl 1ts Function
without 2 close conmderation of the frailbes an
debcieniics of the present dispensation

We are concerned with many dufferent rel:pons
depominations which touch the rescue zod prevestive

lem  there may be some even more narrow m
thewr wision and effete 1n ther expostion than 15 the
Established Choreh  But 3t 1s 1o the Established
Church that we bawve to lock as the accepted and
respenisible ecelemastical authonty of this country, it
should wield the greatest wmflvence and power, for
this reaton we have veokored to direct our cribeism at
the chuef delinguest  We bave beea obliged, in the
interests of trth, to record many unsstisfactory
features, aod to accuse the Church as a whale of
mentai mdolence and lack of spereteal wision Lt 1s
satesfactory to be able 1o Tecord, also, m copchimon,
that signz of an awakemng of the Chorch are by no
means lacking today There are straws to imdicate
the stirryng, 1f pat as yet the direchom, of the wnd
The * Coper ™' reports alteady relerred to show a
really broad-minded comprehension of the difficulties,
although, uohapply, they reveal also the Church's
determimation oot te ctuploy, of its fatlure cven to
see, the most powerful weapon fot good that hes ready
1o its hand .

It 15 reported that the Bishop of Liverpoc] has lately
theewn open the new Livetpool Cathedral to*" all men
of goodwill without regard to creed of maenet,” and
has mvited & wide cooperation for Church reumon

Agan, atmufated by recent demonstrations of
** faith heahng "—oaoce more, be it noted, carried oot
by @ loymon—another divine has poblished his
mtentyon of 1smung = pastoral letter to his clerpy
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upon this subpect Now, ' meutal healing ™ comes
immediately wilinn the province and daty of ag
awskened Church, as also, at a later stage, does the
much rarer and more perfeck process of ™ sprritual
healing ' Examples of these abornd 1 the New
Testament, and the duty of the Chureh to heal the
sick 10 this manper 15 thermn alse plamly eajoined
Buck matlets Have a very direct bearing vpen certain
aspects of oor moral problem, but st would be useless
at the present stage of development of these atts bo
enter 10t detaided partieulars  Albough this duty
and privilege of megtal and apirtual h:a%mg 15 A5 yeb
only famntly realized by the Church, although s
mmsters at large are sbll profoundly igoorant of
both the soence and art of the healing processes, this
recogmton of their reality and awakenng of imterest
1o the smbjest 15 yet aoother hopeful sign of the times
The report of the Commatiee appolated by the Arch-
bighop of Canterbury ta joguime imto the subpect of
* gpinitual beabing,’” and published m the year 1973
under the utle, The Mmistry of Healbng, goes famly
deeply into the matter from hoth the historical and
Enctlcal ponts of wiew Oune paragraph of this

eport appears ko have a partcular apphcation to our
moral problem, as showng the Church's realization
fat least a3 regards thase on the Commottee] of the
possimbity of applying spintual metheds of healing to
mcntal and moral, as well as to physeal, dipablines
The Report (p 19) fays

“ Whilst reirzious metheds are applicable to all
rases of sickpess, tbey would seem to be most
appropiate where moral or iotellectusl diffcultoes
and perplexitics bave contributed to the disorder
These deep-lyiag rects of evil shegld be dealt with
befoge any spectfically bedil healm% ts attempted ,
atherwise we shall be 1n danger of dedling with
symptoms and neglecling causes, 10 which case no
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thorough of permanment cure cap be hoped for
This prelimusry treatment requres some real

wledge pot only of moral theology but alse of
peychology, s that it 18 desirable that clergymen
who gue spiritpal direclion should be adequately
traned and so emabled 1o glve clear aud prachcal
gwdance

Kow, apart altogether from the hopeful mote whach
this patagraph sinkes, prophetie, perhaps, of the
jaauguration o the Juture of a tmue Mimstry of
Healing under the gz of the Chorch, the reader will
note ang very interesting fact

The Chorch bas made a dascovery ! It 13 embadied
1o the Jast few lenes of the paragraph quoted

Just 25 soon as the Church begins (o descend feom
the somewhat nebulous realms of the * cure of sonls ™'
10 a more pragucal acuvity wn the cure of mnds and
bedies—where results, prescot er absent, good or had,
are more definely and more swiftly tracealie—then
the Church makes the following invaluable discovery
—that the treatment {tm the Chorch’s own words)
' regurres Some real knvaledge, oot only of moral
theology, but alse of pevcholugy ', atd agas, ' that
it 15 dewrable that cerpymen who give spimtual
durection should be adequately Iramed "

Mow, if the Church, descending to grapple with
mental and materal lis, has the realization of this
ueed of its momisters for knowledpe of facts, aod
tramag b methads thus forced wpon s, are we not
catitled to suggest (3g we scem to remember havang
soggested 10 more than ooe place alrewdy) that a
Eimilar acgmarbion of *"reel knowledge,” and ibe
means alsn for psiog i, might be found useful—nay,
mdigpensable—in the more elusve work of the cure
and guidance of souls also?

Perhaps the Church as a whole, in attemptimg the
hralmg of minds and bodies by the ovocaten of
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spitnal grace, 19, 10 effect, being forced to descend
to function upen a mote matenial plane, 1 order that
1t may learn thig fegson of the nds sable gualty
of knowledge and preparstion, 1 or that 1t may
afterwards carry the fruts of sach experience back to
1tg matyye realms of spiritoa] effort—1s developing 1o
itself, in fact, an cpitome of one cycle of that penodical
re;ncarnation of the sprit of map, the truth of which
the Church so wehemently denies

If the Charch 13 1ndeed awakeniog to a reslization
of 1ta firgt duty, which 1z lopeally to educate the
wntellectually advanced people of to-day 1o the bazic
facts of thewr dodrame, wiloot regard Lo any petty
sccianian distmchions, let os ferveatly hope that ot
will save 1self alive by qualifying its mmsters winle
thete 15 web titne wth the needfyl knowledge for
impartupg this instruction before the people as a whole
arnrve at ez ondezstandiog far grealer than has as yet
been volichsaied to the divines
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CHAPTER XVII
EOUMDINGS

" Our rth 13 hut a sheep snd & Torgeltog,
The Soul tad Tizes 10 s, our Lie's $af,
Huth had leewhere s seiiug,
And eomed tram atur,
Mot it ettt forgetlninees,
And net an ontter naledness,
nnt traalimy claads of glucy do we come
it Uriel, nhor!k wr lmn'e

of aorialiry
Fram Secollections of Earty R

" Who has nol thie—
Ever dymg amd bringing to barth—
Will Ay remamn n ROTTY grLest
Tpen thns dmal eantl; ™
—Cepthe

A" werkmg hupatheses ' Ms applrcaltme fo all woveal
problewms—Tis aucrent nethra ety and wnrverral nfuse
—Menieral Ttk the Chmstun brlinf—A philasophy, a
sreavts ang @ orelpa an anc— Three gltrruaone befeefs
ezammed -A deseriplrve Dubtiee and 8 few roievant
Jacts. Sk rmcrru aof the sprat of Mam—Fruclution

am dut; rot Io fierty, o
Euowledge ord ampatence to pwm’—ﬂ:r Lru of Con-
sequengr—lis fracheal arphmrwn o morgd prablams—
Need for @ aeder owilook and wRivcraal co-ferattan—
The oaly way of escche

I the last fewr chapters there ate some statements

and suppestions which wil certainly be detmied and

viclently oppesed or mdicoled by the orthodox

expoments of certain religlons persuzmione The
253



54 MORAL EVIL IN LONDON

woiter does mot expect these asgertions in therr bald
and moqualfied ferm to be accapted by, or even 1o
revmve  coustderation  from, lay persema mther—
exvepting those who already have an imtwtive per-
cepbon of their truth  He wonld hlke to set out here
8 certain number of adjuvant facts for the considera-
tien: of the theughtiul, and to deduce alse from these
some helpiul sugpestions for applicatn to cur maral

roblem  Whatewer way be the wrilet's comactions

c s oot bere attempting the conversion of the reader
to the same lines of thought If he strongly upholds
certaln atatemenis which Le believes to be facts it as
because they bave, if true, a most important bearing
npon our problems Nothag is forther from s
mtention than a3 efiort to proselylee, but while sl
32ts atd desemipations remmn im the bal
dogmatically asserting their own partcular belieks,
and oncompromisingly denyerg nval creeds, he feels
that be tmay reasonably claum the mpght to present
some ancient and meglected truths amd o advance
what be considers at the Jeast to be 2 good working
bypothesie which may be apphed successinlly to
grnersl and particular problems of vilal ymport

This " werking bypothesis ™ 15 oo new thing, it s
older far wban sty <reed of to-day, & 13 older even
then behiels whese wery names arc lost m the mista af
past ages, it cludes moats comprehiensive grasp the
undertying truths of all behefs It 1s for this reason
slone worthy of the senowe comsiderabion of all
thinking men and women  Awungsl the duubts and
perplexmics, the cruelties and horrers and injustices,
of lﬁlﬁ matenial age it 15 dufficnlt to fiod &n explansbion
or a simple theory whuch will reconeile w1l apparently
cenfliching facls, whech can brng comlort amd hape
mm all inbulations  Yet of such gquahty a5 the belef
briey Lo be referred 1o here

Tt 16 no exiravagani clam to make for this ancient
doctoine that 1l oot oaly reconcdes rompletely all
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inspited tebgpons with each other, and the apparent
contradichons of Scwence, Philogaphy and Re .
and resolves all donbts aa to the cxistence of a%od
but thet 1t shows alto the teason for and the use of
all paid and suffering and apparent mynshee as well
as of good fortune and happiness, it remeves the fear
of death and lessems the dread of dyimg, it throws
1t bree perspective &ll the requalitics of lafe, which
are now enlarged i our eyes throoph too close
prommty It full aceeptance mlp pe and
conrage and mewitably drives the behever n]nml.ety
1nte an expression of the hrghest that v m bym It
15, 10 fact, the mest powerful maral Force available
Ail Enpwa facts whatever fit mto this dectrine as
picees 1nto a puzele  In additron te the functions
already enumerated st wall, for example, explain and
correlate tnto one citiopal, comprehenmive and ooo-
contiadictory bypothesis such sadely diverse matters
ond problems—amongst an mfimtude of others—as
the gatmre of Life after death, the Its of geatus and
of child prodiges | the mystemes of sleep, dreams and
trance , auhpective delusions agd apparmms, all the
vanons forms of manis and imbenhity , the phenomena
abserved by drowmog persons, all psyehic phezomena,
includipg telepathy, clarvoyance and yaroas forms
of previston, volootary or iovoluntary prescence
of future cvents, “ matcrrabzation ' and  alleged
" spuot "' messages, mesmensm and hypooss and all
sittrfar mamfestations - 3t teveals the place of Lhe
Earth as well as of the other planets of the Sofar
System, aud of more distant systems, tn the One
Bchethe, it explans the nddles of amimal and plant
hie, the orgrattons of anumals, animal prodigies, and
many cther phenomenz in the realm of Nature. it
gves meaming to the alleged memory by children of
previons lives, the * reeogmtbion BOmE Porsons
of houses and of places mever hefore wiamted o this
Life . tt reveals the tree sphere of mamie, the mystenes
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of s¢x, the funthions of certain badily organs regard-
ng whith medical stremee 13 as et 1gnorant, ather
abatryse medical puzzles, the d}cl:p slgmﬁmmnl: af
cerkain early stages io the develepment of the human
Ftus |t explams the ™ legend ™ of the lost con-
wment of Atlantis, the astute of the electticat and
other elherw. the otigan 1n actun] fact of the mmbus
ar " halo ', the processes of ments] healing and
apiritual he:ﬂmg. all pbescmens of the * sub-
*ominds, apd—the
orign and a‘esnnv of “Ihe human Sprertk

This philosophy—which 12 alss a science and a
rehgon—a wnnersel 10 1ts nature it s net to be
labelled as Theosophy, as Hindwisw, Buddhsm,
Brahmidism, Rosicruciamesm, or attached to any oiher
TRFTOW10E ul]:. it may not be so fumsted and con-
fiped, W comprehends the traths immanent m all of
these, and the name which thas truth Lears al any
guven tume, or the proportion of the whole truth at
any given time recogmieed, alters iz clatacler not 3
wlit At the presenl time this doctrine 13 an
evidence m the Western World under the name of
Chrstraniy—the esateree Christiamiy—and 1t has
been vastly hed by the le and : of
the Feunder of this doctrine, but s base 13 eternal
and umversal Truth M= omwversal character 15
revopmized by many, bat least of all—pacadexically—
by the professed orthedox Chrostians

We have already stated that ome of the basic
principles of thex  preat conception ez that of
propressve spurttal development and unfoldment of
the e¢gr—the sndividual "1 Y—through  succesajve
remncarnations  Let ug hretly cxamine three alterna-
tive behefs—(a) that of the athesst and matenalsst,
(b} that of the arthodox Christian and, () that of the
enhghtened Christign

{#) The materiahst believes that thie omverse, all
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§ tion and all gval 15 the result
of a purely acoidental reactign between material
substances worked upon by *° matural ' farces,
that the Lfe of each 1odivadual begins o the
woitlh and ends at the death of the body, that
all * supernatural ** mamfestations and expen-
coces are to be explaned an the score of
hall 1om, ar d of the 1
sensory méchamsm That life 1%, o cffect, an
accadent, and entirely without putpose

(b The ortbodox Christian believes, nuh others,

te

}

tbat God created this world iz sx *° days "—
talng fo acconnt of otkher worlds than ks
micracosmie Earth, that every hyman bewg
possesses g soul, which 13 sewly created by the
Dimmty at arth, having had ©o previcns
separate existence, that, dunng earth Life the
soul 15 worked upim by the watting powers of
good atd evii, that at denth st passes either to
an abode of bliss—the onhadoy account of
which rs digtinetly wounteresting and wnattrac.
tive to the nermal 1odrvidoal—or to a place of
averlasting torment | thai such alternative fate
15 derided by the condoct of the imdridual—
under whatever advadtages or crushiog dus-
advantages be may bave been born—durng a
tetm of responsibl which
15 a3 but 3 second or less when compared even
with the lowest scienbific estunate of the age
of the earth, that salvation er coademoation
are dependent chiefly npon the acceptance of an
arbatrary and urretional dogma dispensed by &
body of very ordimary mertals whe aa
adduce no certaie proef i suppert of their
teachim,

The enlightened Christian, or mtiate of oy
other mepired religron, who begtns to perceive
the gteat cosmic truths ooderlyimg the exotenc
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teachiog and mare distinetly set forth jn the
esatene me, believes that all creabon—
wcloding that of cne mote which 16 knewn to
him a3 Earth—is a manrfestatton of the creative
actaty of coe doane Being, be recogaizes the
stofy of Grnesus as an allegorical, but accurate,
sccount of the creative process, e knows 1hat
each 1ndividog] spint 18 a part of the dmine
essence, differentiated w God at the crestion,
and forced ta descend from thet lofty estate 1nto
maierral forms and to assume imaterial bodies
m order to gmn cxpeénence, to learn the npht
us of freesmll; to goquire power ower material
and spiritnal Forces, to Lhe end that ench may
nltmately evoive creanve abuity b, he
beheves that thes object 1= bemg attamed
mgh a process of succesave incarnate
cxistenors cconpying €ons of tme and poverned
by itnmutable laws, alternated wilh periods of
even greater cvolubionary actinty o ogher
realms between the physical lives, that there
15 18 very truth for every soul a heavea and a
purgatery, bul only swch as each soul, by us
o gctigns  autewnatically  makes for aesel
wither here or hereafter, that such states
blhiss or of acute suffervog are pot to be regarded
50 much as rowards or popishments, but es
pecessery traumng groensds both, that all wall
ulbimately attaip the ghest spntual develop-
ment, some earher than others, mnce each
spanit 15 an 1odispensable patt of the Ooe

{n] Regarding the firet—the matermlist's—helicf we
need nol say more then thet its adkerents ere already
beptning bo find the ground eut sway from nader
thesr feet by the growng realization that apparently
solid maiter 15 1m reabty the most evanescent and
1mpermanent thing of which we are able to tale
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cogoizance, that it can be traced to a mere tem
disturbance o orderly mamfestation of Force mﬂ
the most tenuous tmedium kuown to modern science,
we are appmch:ng“;he tealization thet matter 15 oo
mere than a manifestation of epergy ot foree, that
force 13 2 manfestation of mind, and that the moving
pooaple at the back of mmnd 1@ spint—that sohd
matter 18, i fact, oothing more or less than a
erysialiization of spirit

(%) The outstanding features of Ihe orthodox
Christian  behef are it childish aconsstencics,
1mjustices and absence of logcal support  The single-
hiz theory camnet pretend to account for such facts as
the antstanding mequalites of physical, mental or
spintual equipmenat with which different mdivndyal
souls n their agsumed first and only milge
throuxhks;uttr_r‘ Buch difienltics ren bcygloss:dmr:av?;
by ascnbing gemis oo the one band or mmbeolty on
the other, the possezmon of 3 strong and perfect body
or mind, or a frail or deformed cne, to hereduty-—which
‘merely carres the ingoiry one hackward-—or to
gifts ‘or affietions of God, by the statement that
apparent injustices or yodeserved sufferings will bhe
recompensed 1o a higher world - there 1, however, o
far merse credible, logwal, aed equally revezent
explazation, than this

Agam, touchng the salviog wirtne of fmth, the
orthodox Chrsban's atiibede towards these who have
net the oppertumty of hearsng the Word 15 not clear,
wo samg persom cdtld sorely suppose that such are
vondemnned from the bemnorng  The doctrias 19,
however, nnequivocal regarding the destiny of thoge
whe hear and beheve not—elerpal dammatwn, In
spute of this it t& regarded g3 @ Christian migsien of
the hughest mirtee 10 carry the word smongst primitive

les of whom an exceedingly small proporuion can

expected to be converted to the fath, the remamder

being wevitably damned etermally—f there s any
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wnae in kge—by the same haghly Chnsnan act of
enlightenment which 15 the meana of * saving ™" a
were fraction of their brethrea  Cap a just and mere-
ful God fer one moment be supposed Lo cotintenance
mach g ut imbecilsty

fc] In the mare enligh d befef, b Ay
esoterie Christian teaching—there 15 justice and kope
far all  This behet sa clearly el aut 16 31) the ancient
mapired rebigions, 10s easentials are to be found in the
Egyptian Bosk of the Dead, it 15 plamly stated 1o
(renesis, 10 the Gospels, m the Book of Revelations,
it 15 wiit latge in the book of Nature, 1t 15 hourly
tonfitmed, For those who have eyes to see, m their
daudy Lfe and expeneate upon earth

It teaches that spintug] forces are goverped by
jmmutable natural laws, just as are materml forces,
that the laws of canse apd effecl, of Lhe trapsmutation
and ¢ooservation of energy, operate in the higher
elhers ae imexorably az they do 1z the lower It
teaches thet each wdivadual created —doff dm
God-—confrants tts lopg process of comeag develop.
ment as 2 pure spinl, a part of the Divimity, 1ncapable
at first of free acbon, having punty—a megative
guality—only, that it 13 required to descend imte
matter by a process of mzolution, dureg which its
pristipe perty 13 kemporanky clonded, to mse agam,
through a process of evolutien, and regam s ongmal

nty, together with experience ond ihe power io

ncin either wt maiter or sparl Tts final state—

n let us note the mgmAcance—is as different from

the origiogl as 15 the negative sate of panty of the
jnfant—powerless to koow or do right er wrong—
different from that wrtwovs character of & men or
womgn who has lived a lomg hife of punty aondst
surropndings of temptation and wath the abiity to
chooze either good or cwl—a very pombive state of

virtue
This doctrine teaches that the matwas of the
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western world ate even now ooly Just beponming the
evphilwndry balicyele of ther upfoldment—msing
from the tadir of the physical, that some savage
peoples are iticarhations of spuits whech have not yet
1 theair b ¥ process, that these
spinits, in Jact, are sot yet cempletely indwelhng,
incarnate, that there was a time m our own earfy
development when ot was as dificult for the imvoling
apint of man, fresh from the divine ocean of sparit,
and hving as yet ehiefly o that realm, to realize that
1 posseseed 4 phymital hody as it is for some men
to-day, decply enmeshed in the physical, to bebeve
that they have souls—or, morc accyrately speaking,
o tealize that they are sparsts and fossess bodies  In
catly days, indeed, the attributes of physical barth and
death wete the reverse of what they art today,
physica] death appeaning to the spint as 8 welcome
ve-birth ote ue true lotoe, the ootrammelled realm
of spnt, while physical lrth came as a temapotary
deatli-like vealing {rom this realm
These teachings are supported strongly by Lbown
facde  The catly rataclysms and phys:uf’con\fu]sloﬂs
uf the solidifyig eattli—erystallimog from spir ta
ether, ftom ether bo grs, frotn pas 1o hqud, and from
Iigud tn semi-snlid and sold—and *the physical
brutahities which flourished widely n carly nmea, had
thewr own special use and purpose n teaching the
half-gwakened snvolyimer sprit of man, through the
madupm of physeal par, that it possessed & physical
vehicle, they were designed to make the physcal hie
wore real to um, to induce him to hald it less cheaply
Even lhe wncompletely 1ncarnated savage of to-day
does not feel pan from a scvere boddy amyury ao
acutely 35 a member of a ighly argamzed intellectual
race, completely 1ndwelling in the hody, would suffer
from an cqual gxperence  An mdieation that Yé:fhly
developed  man 13 now begimng s pen of
evalutsan, of drawing out of the phy=cal, 15 gven by
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the cotnparatively recent discovery that it & possible
under certaig conditions to whibat physical pata by an
effort of the irmmed will; z shllp stronger puece of
evtdence 15 that, Jost as pomutive man needed to
experience pamn 1o the physical body m order that his
spirit tmght be botn, as it were, 1oto the world of
mailer, 50 are we Lo K hes\umng our evelubon by
expenencing acute bmi pains on a higher mental
plane which shall herald o=z 1nko the world of spimit
agiin. & now anguieh of the spiot iz pecded that
matenal man may be brooght to recogruze the spimt
that 15 10 nm, 1t 15 a patural process of krth and 1t
Ewves 2 reasen for all the trouble and tragedy and
spirtual uprest of the times

Agan, the invalving savage still retains 2 ter

1pﬁfmcwn of tus pspchic powers, as wittessed by his
ahility to exbubit many phenomena not to be explaned
by natoral physical laws a5 koown to western sceence,
be 15 sult to some extent conscumsly active an the
sparitual world or the lower levels thereof

The othet chief awakening iefluence, besides
physical pmin, which was employed to bring 1ncarnat.
1ng man Lo a realization of his matertal estate, was
the use of the sex fumclion, in this way the partly
meargated spinl was brought inte sotimate contact
with the physrcal; it ate of the ** Tree of Knowledge '
and i came to Enow e partoer 1w the physical act, and
1o have 1ts cyes opened to the phenomena of the
matena} wnr]d "This 13 the reason why the expresaion

“to lmow " 15 used m this connechion and has
enrvived cven mohl withm lhistorical trmes, a8 many
phtases 1n the Scriptures and eltewhers heat witaess

This unmense progress of the spint from mere
mnuc:::ce tn sustructed virtue agd power 1s being
socarosbions, dunng
“hlth ]l ntdemrable l.endeuues are to be removed
The docttine shows the truth—vually im mt to
our faoral preblem--that we are not punished by an
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avenging Deity for our transgressions, bot inevitably
and antomatically, quite justly apd tmparhally apd
under a great ynchangung natural Law of Consequence,
by thosc wery moe agamst the higher Law The
punishment 1ovanably fils the ¢rime, which, in Fact,
creates 1t Here we have the key to all apparently
unjust trials and sotrows met with 10 the Life on earth
'rhcg are the inevstable results of si0s agmast the Taw
1w this Ufe or a previous onc, they are wewitable as
physical pemalues following wpon physcal excesses
and they are dispeesed under a precisely similar rele

Wonld not a realization of this mmple fact have a
far-reaching effect upon men end women tempted by
thewr ph¥ymca| or megta] desires to moral transgreszons
of whatcver kand?

A lary mac may frel a desice to he down on the
nnd of the atreet, and be deterred from docng se by
the knowledge thet be will almost certamly be ron
ovet, bt be hes teathed 8 hagher stage of develop
ment when he resists the unpolse because he knows
that the mud of the street will stk to b whether
he gelz rua over or mot  Sumlarly, a man muy be
deterred frotn wrongdomng if he believes that he must

bly suffer I at spme
futare time, 10 this life or another, that 1s no Ereat
wvirtue Rut the foll realization of his spintual
origitn and destrny, which zcrompanies an uader-
standing of the Law of Consequence, brnings with it
alap 1 tume a bigher desire—the wish to keep himeclf
untamnted from all such contarmnation  Man has to
learn to do nght, and to avmd wrenmpdong, quile
wdependently of any Hope of rewardr or fear of
penalties, ot the rewards and penalties are necessary
adjuncts of the catly a\aﬁs of traumng Lo pont the
nght and wrong paths an humeclf uses this same
system m traing aoumals to da hes well, the
motive 11 d: i the wmtcll animal
graduslly changing from that of eomdity or fear to
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that of 2 desire to please e master of w delight 16
performing the task 1tself

Thus it 15 seen that much of the prasent sin and
suffering 10 the world 13 unavedable, and wilf be g0
nati] 21l old causes have been redecmed under the great
Lew, and no new causes are set up by man  Sin and
euffeting ate at present necessaty ewls, desigmed to
pont out the only way of salvabion Indeed, to
reiove all opportumties for wroagdmnbg, 1f such a
thiog were possible, rmght even be reparded sz a
retrograde step 1a evolution, st least a3 regards thoss
jodimduals who are sufficiently far advanced intellec-
tually ta be mpable of discerming the difference betwecn
right and wmuf These two paths mnst be available
1o them egually, or they can learn nothing and
proceed oo forther 1 thewr spntual growth

But, 1f sip and suffertng 13 stil] o a large extent
waavmdable, tgroratce s not There 15 10 the Army
a maxrm that " iygmorance of orders 15 no execnse ™'
1 Life, ignorance of the Law may be held to explan
sim, but 1t well not excuse it nor stave off one ot of
the due pomishment “\\"hat.socw:r a man soweth,
that shall be also reap " —the orders ate plan to be
read by all, and a gnnwhm:nt will 1newitably fall
eqna][y upon Wiose who read and igoore and these of
the Joclninarsao: who obscure the weamng of the
orders by smierpolating ther own rendening of them,
theirs 19 10deed & heavy responabiity

Thus ft will be scen that the very best thaog that
we gap bope Lo do to ymprove the present unsatistactary
moral posmition 1, as alwsys, to help the offenders
againat the Law to help themselves  And the most
efficaciors means avarlabic for dong this 15 te
edocate them 1n the clements of the weorking of the
Law For those who are as yrt mentally unready to
grasp the Truth by the Way of the Head, the Way of
the Heart 15 always open still  Thev may conhone
to tecmve the unerpluoed dogmas of the faith notil



SO0UNDINGS 265

such time a# they ate eble to mssumlate also the zame
traths preseuted to the atellect, but, and ths 1s
bing must frst be purged

of all fa[sz'hoods and so presested that the anner
trutha are ot too deeply concealed, that they muy be
found as soom as ever the deue'lopmg and questiug
ittelhgence begins to scent them

‘The above acconnt of the great naiversal doctrine 13
but the merest shadow of an onthue  There arr a
myriad sther pearls, of far greater prce, available for
tbe mere =eeking to those who are yuahfied to receive
them  To pive un_yl further descriplion 1o the present
work wonld probably defeat our immediate object and
lead us also wo far From our specialized proliem
The wrter dees got pretend to anyihing beyond the
most elementary arquaintance with this great dectrine
—a subject of the most | and wital
to cvery loviog mae and woman  He 13 aware that
wery many of his readers will bave advanced far oat
of Ins sight along the same path of knowledge, cn the
other hand a far greater pumber will ot yet have
discovered the path at all  And perhaps for the very
reason that he 1 not an adept, the writer 18 in the
better postbion to poiut out the entrapce b0 olbers,
snce he Bas not yet forgotten the rocks upon
which he at frst stumbled at the opeung  He 1s
alreedy convimeed that on thig way alotie can all
workers find the selutions Lo their many and varous
dificuities

At the first few steps doubt and a justifiable
scepticism ate often found to obscure the way, but as
mote and mote facts are taken ioto accoupt, as the
wass of lopical evidense and dlluminating analogy
mutints up, detyarcating the way npon either mide, a
preat Light breaks forth and the acceptance of ths
basic dectrine of the natore of existcoce becomes
atresistible to the thoughtful mind

If we are 1o make an effechve onslaught upen the
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meral problem it wa fivst of all wecessary for these
entruzgted mth the task to recommotre the country
with the greatest thorogghness, for workecs of all sects
end denotmmanons sad belefs to dsscend from their
own PaMicolar exclusive chanots and examne the
wery metal of the road  We oeed, 1a fact, aoother,
snd far more cotaprehensve ™ Coper,'' to consider
exusting facts and problems, wol primanly from the
Christian pomt of wiew, but from the universal
The inevitable conclusion will show the twe view-
points te be ege and the zame, for the orthodex
Chnstian outlook will have become vastly enoched—
transmated, 1n fact, to that of the Bapterie Doctrine
of Chnstianity—which 15 alse the Universal Doctnoe
We zhall then be able to sec our way cleatly, not
ooly to the nght treatment of the problems of sex,
but of all meral and semal problems whatever We
shall not bope for an instantaneous, or even an early,
cure  We shall, bowever, expect and be empowered
to effect ap mmmediate ammprovement  We shall recop-
nize those evrls that persst im spite of gur best effortz
as oecessary  infloences, as nataral forees whick,
while eecming te work agamst our efforts, are m
reality working most powerfully with as We shall,
mn fart, avosd the errors of baste, so commen to-day
those who ly percave the wewtable
ultimate matenalization of grest and grand coneep-
tions, of which the umiversal brotierhood of man and
the aboliion of war may be cited as examples We
shall realize that, although these things must come,
a5 our better moral conditions must come, their full
fritbion 1s oot [or our Lioe, that we can bt sow the
seeds and tend Lhe voung plant, that an attempt to
foree thewr growth while more than balf the world 15
as yet unready for them must nevitably defeat its
owt object, and throw back the orderly cultivation
again iy the weedy rubble of chaos
In swch an mquiry we shall diseover that, for oar
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awn special problem, the ooly two efiecuive and
infallible wespons are, firstly ibe rationalization of
religion, and secondly, a ciose acquaintance with amd
realizanon of the alternative creative attnbutes of
L'hcl: =g funehon Al other measeres arr palliative
only

From the first, after a long and buter fight against
the decprooted obsttmchion of blind orthodory, we
shall ol Iy gain many ad E We shall be
shfe to present a Jogical teaching, based on Anowledge,
and properly praduated to smt the mental capacities
of pupils ot different stages of advancement There
wili be nothing vague or unsatefying 1o this teaching,
1t will be destgned o show bow cach man's tndpnidual
destiny 15, under the Law, 1 his own keepng, that a
penod of siefal hving mvanebly boogs 1 its wake a
perind of scffering a%a kind desmgned te burn oot m
the cJeansing fice the tetdency to that partreclar soo,
that, wlulent%m arbiirary " forgiveness of sips 7' 19 not
incloded 1o the Law, atonement—the true " repent-
aore "' of Biblica] teachimg—s, thar a periad of nght
lrving may peatralize the stored and immment canses
and stave off the pumshment—agamm gquite avto-
matwcally and onder the Law This teaching will
show the mdividoal the two alternative ways to the
same otevmdable and splendid destiny—the loog
and gloniny way of min aad suffering and perplemly,
wm which he is buffeted about by the Gackwash of
cvery wrong cause that ke himself has ignoraetly or
wiltingly st tn wotwn, and the shorter, but at Grst
far harder way—the way of peace and understanding,
i which, koowing the Law, cagtmin of lus soul and
master of hia destiny, he sets hus own colrse straight
for the distant goal, i befl
may betde as a qust retribution for e previous
errors, and laying op no more trouble for the future
A knowledge of these things must work hke leaven
1 the deugh of materiabistic :nflacaces aod m dac
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course rawse the alandard of conduct and iotention of
the masg to 2 far hygher level

In a nEht uzderstanding alse of the mandold
pature of the creative Force ol sex, reacne werkers wall
Bnd many helpful suggestians for practics] oppheation
to thar problem  Efforts wall be maede to meet specal
dangers at rmorcal ttmes 1a the Tife of the indiwndual
apd the commenity, and to provide alternabive cotiela
for ths beuppressble force A wide cmpmﬁ_ of
real eoligh will be 1, sumng ko bring
abonl & Lrue vund d of the nnfold Ppowers
behind Uie mieww plorswcal Jadts and 2 reahzation of the
ssered quality end supreme potentialiies of this
divine gift, of the debasing offects of rts prostitolion
al the dding nf the lower self

Approachieg the problem thus o the hght of brue
woderstanding, workers v abl ficlds wall tndueed
te avord g9 Ear as may be possible alt meraly pallhative
tecasores and Lo concentrete energy wpon attacking
the reocts of the Lroebde and guarding 1o Lhe enly sure
way dgwinst s recorrence  They will be fortifed by
the knowledge that rach step forward npon this path 1
4 hrm advance | that their sureesses are cstablished upon
the livog rock, thet thewr fadures, as repressnted by
those who perstst tm wrongdomg, are merely tukeu cut
of thewr hands for the fime bewng iote bands more
capable—caught up ote the ever-recutming cycle of the
wize, unchanging Law, to be returned 1newneably m due
course, chasiensd Lhrough neceasary suffering, and set
down agan within sight of the only path of escape
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