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J O B.

. INTRODUCTIOX.

»

% THE most ancient if not uni-
versal opinion among Hebrews and
Christigns was that the persons
and events described in this Book
are strictly historical, and that the
very words of the speakers are ac-
curately reported.  The principal
Rabbinical authorities, the Syrian
Fathers, many Greek ecclesiastical
writers, and crities of eminence in
modgrn times, have helieved that
Moseswrotetheintroductionand the
closing chapters, and compiled the
dialerue from docuinents with which
he may have Dbecome acquainted
during his residence in Midian.

The fact of Job's existence and
the substantial truth of the nar-
rative arc undoubtedly assumed by
the sacred writers (see Ezek. xiv.
14, 20 ; James v. 11) ; and the in-
vention of a story without founda-
tion in facts, the creation of a per-
son represented as having a real
Listorical existence, is wholly alien
to the spirit of antiquity. Through
out the narrative and the dialogue
there is a singular air of reality.
In all the deseriptions of manners
and customs, domestic, social, and
political, and even in the casual
illustrations, the genuine colouring
of the age of Job is faithfully ob-
served.  From the beginning to
the end of the Book no single re-
ference js made to the Mosaic Law;
the peculiar institutions of Isracl,
and the cardinal events of the na-
tional history after the Exodus,
are wholly unndticed. C’ritics con-
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,cur in extolling the fresh, antique
simplicity of manners, the genuine
air, the wild, free, vigorous life of
the desert ; and admit the contrast
between the manners, thoughts,
and feelings described in this Book
and those of the Israclites during
the monarchical period.  In all
the characters there is a thorougl:
consistency ; each agent in the
transaction has peculiarities of
thought, language, and feeling,
which give him a distinet and vivid
personality.  The incidents arce
narrated with minuteness and an
accurate ohservance of local and
temporary conditions.

Critics of cminence have how-
ever maintained that the whole
work is pure invention, a moral
and religious apologue :  others,
with less improbability, suppose
that upon a basis of facts preserved
by tradition, the genius of an ori-
ginal and highly intellectual thinker
has raised this monument, in which
they recoguise the loftiest and
noblest product of Semitic genius.

On various grounds, and with
considerable modifications, some
reducing the historical element to
a minimum, others giving it a pre-
pouderating share in the composi-
tion, the latter theory is held by
the great majority of modern
critics.

9. The Book consists of five parts.
(a) The first part (chs. i ii) pre-
sents the historical facts on which
the arguments gre based. Job is
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2 INTRODUCTION TO THE

set before us as exemplifying that
union between perfect goodness
and temporal happiness, which was
regarded by ancient dogmatists not
merely as the ordinary and normal,
but as the invariable result of the
divine government of the world.
Such a combination raises the
question, whether goodness which
secures such results may not be a re-
fined form of selfishness.
to have the question proposed in the
most searching form, and the an-
swer given on absolute authority,
we are admitted to the council of
heaven ; there alone can the deep
mysteries of existence be examined
and fhlly comprehended. The
question is asked by “the adver-
sary,” “Doth Job fear God for
nought? (i 9). Is not his piety
simply the result of calculation ?
If he were once convinced that the
calculation was a mistake, if the
protection and outward proofs of
favour were withdrawn, would he
not renounce God ?” One answer
only could be given which would
meet the cavil fully. Satan is per-
mitted to put forth his hand. He
destroys Job’s wealth, Job’s chil-
dren. The piety of Job bears that
trial, and is intact. One only sug-
gestion remains for the Adversary:
though all else is gone, health re-
mains, and with health the possi-
bility and hope of restoration.
That too Satan is permitted to
assail ; Job is smitten at once with
elephantiasis, the disease which
was peculiarly regarded as a result
and proof of divine anger, one that
might convince Job, if his piety
were dependent upon temporal
blessings, that it was unavailing
(ii. 7 note). His wife breaks down
under that trial, and, becoming an
unconscious but effective instru-
ment of the advergary, in his words

e
In order

counsels her husband to renounse
God. Job remains steadfast. So
far Satan has been baffled. He
has no more cavil to suggpst. To
the end of the Book he passes alto-
gether out of sight. No allusion
is made to him in the following
dialogu%, nor at the close, when
Jjudgment is finally pronounced by
God. ¢ .

But with the departure of Satan
the argument is not closgl. Al-
though the question was settled as
regarded Job’s special case, yct the
mind of any one, who reflected
upon the facts, would be sorely
troubled, and numerous other ques-
tions, touching the relations be-
tween divine justice and human
destinies, called for consideragion.

Hence (b) the second part (chs.
iiL.—xxxi) ; the discussion which
exhausts all that the human enind
could suggest, apart from the reve-
lation of a future state of compen-
sation and retributive justice. It
arises in the most natural manner
as a result of the visit of condo-
lence on the part of three men, who
represent the wisdom and experi-
ence of the age (il 11). Some
time (cp. vil. 3) had elapsed in the
interval, during which the disease
had made formidable progress, so
that Job was no longer recognised
by his friends, and his mind had
contemplated on every side the
mysterious bearings of the dispen-
sation. They sat by Job SgRcn
days, silent in presence of his great
agony: and then Job pagtly, it
may be, trusting in their sympathy
(vi. 14-21), or unable to repress
his sorrow, spoke out all that was
in his heart (see ch. iil. copcluding
note).

‘With the answer to that out-
burst begins the series of Qiscourses
which continned, robably for seve-
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r8l successive days. Eliphaz, Bil-
dad, and Zophar bring forward
arguments, which are met and re-
futed by Job.

The results of this first discussion
(iv.—xiv) may be briefly summed
up.  Job’s friends held the theory,
which appears up to that¢imeto have
beer unquestioned, that the mere
factrof afHlict¥on proved the previous
commission of some special sin.
If the sinner repented and turned to
God, restoration to peace, and even
increased prosperity, might be ex-
pected ; otherwise, affliction would
issue in destruction. Applying these
principles to Job’s case, his friends
are in the outset scandalized by the
vehemence of his complaints, and
whensthey find that he has no con-
fession to make, but disavows all
special guilt, they become convinced
that Bis faith is unsound.

To do justice to Job’s answers,
we must bear in mind (1) that the
direct object of the trial, though
one of which he and his friends are
equally unconscious, was to ascer-
tain whether, when deprived of all
earthly blessings and visited by all
earthly sufferings, he would re-
nounce God ; and (2) that his moral
integrity is affirmed by God Him-
self.  Job knows that he is not an
offender; that, whatever may be
the ohject of the afflictions, which,
as he «dmits,’ come from God, they
are not proofs of guilt, for God
knwess his innocence. This con-
sciousness enables him (a) to deny
that pumishment in this life inevit-
ably follows upon guilt, or proves
its commission ; and (D) to declare,
that in point of fact, prosperity
and mivery are not always, or
even generally, commensurate with
man’s deserts (xii. 6). Job can see
that all results qnd events are in
God’s hantl, to Whom ke would

leave them (xiil 15), but of the
principles by which they are regu-
lated he knows nothing, and he is
sure that his friends are equally
ignorant (xiii. 4-10). Job, there-
fore, turns to supplication, he still
relies on God’s mercy: but inas-
much as he is utterly without hope
of restoration in this life, and ve-
»gards death as the end of all earthly
existence, he prays that Sheol may
be to him a hiding place, where he
may rest until God calls him forth,
and manifests Himself in love (xiv.
13-15).

In the second colloquy (xv.— xxi)
the three interlocutors take a more
advanced position. Eliphaz (xv)
assumes that Job has been actually
guilty of sins, which brought on
merited punishment. Bildad charges
him with ungodliness (xviii); Zo-
phar holds that his sufferings and
losses are but an inadequate retri-
bution for former sins (xx).

Job, in reply, recognizes God's
hand in his afflictions, but denies
that they are brought on by wrong
doing (xvi 7-17); he claims the
right to pray, and appeals to God;
but without hope, save that which
may survive in Sheol. This thought
finds full expression in the declara-
tion, that at the latter day, God,
his Redeemer, will stand upon the
earth, and manifest Himself to
him ; he shall see Him with his
own eyes and in the integrity of
his personal existence (xix. 23-28
notes). He then shows the impos-
sibility of vindicating God's justice
on any other principle, since un-
broken prosperity throughout life
is frequently the portion of wicked
and utterly ungodly men (xx1).

In the third colloquy (xxii—
xxxi) Eliphaz attempts to show
that the position formerly occupied
by Job present&l temptations to

B2



4 INTRODUCTION TO THE

certath crimes, which the punish-
ments inflicted upon him prove
that he must have committed.
He suggests that submission to
God may lead to restored com-
munion, and as a result, to wealth,
security, and above all; to increased
means of benefiting mankind.
Bildad leaves Job’s arguments un-
touched. Zophar is silent. .

Job repeats his former state-
ments, and enforces them with new
arguments (xxiil, xxiv). In the
last two discourses, when his op-
ponents have withdrawn from the
contest, Job states his own delibe-
rate opinion upon all the points of
the controversy. All creation is
confounded by God’s majesty, man
catches but a faint ccho of His
word, and 1s wholly wunable to
comprchend His ways. He then
draws out the great truths under-
lying his opponents’ arguments ;
and, correcting his own hasty and
unguarded statements, describes
the sure destruction which sooner
or later awaits the wicked (xxvii).
In ch. xxviii Job shows that the
ingenuity and powers of man give
him no insight at all into the wis-
dom of the Creator, and that his
own wisdom and understanding
consist wholly in the fear of the
Lord and in departing from evil
Chs. xxix.— xxxi contain a descrip-
tion of his former greatness con-
trasted with his actual misery;
and a vindication of his character
from the charges made or suggested
by his opponents.

(¢) Third part. At this point
(xxxii) a new speaker is intro-
duced. Elihu, a young man con-
nected by descent with the family
of Job, justifies his interference by
two allegations : first, that the
three friends had failed ; they had
advanced withou# proving charges

against Job, and shown themselves
bigoted and unjust ; and, secondly,
that Job had maintained his own
rightcousness in a spirit wehich ar-
raigned the righteousness of God.
He professes to set forth a new
and different theory of chastise-
ment. Itsanain and characteristic
purport is instruction. God speaks
to man, and teaches hif, in order to
save him from ruin. Above all, He
prepares him by the intervention of
an Angel, specially charged with the
work of mediation, for repentance
and restoration to a state of grace.
Elihu then argues that the ch.u o0
of unufrhteousnws brought amunst
God is blasphemous and irrational.
God is the only source of justice ;
it is impossible for Him to lg un-
just : by His absolute wisdom He
knoweth all things ; by His abso-
lute power He controls all ¢¥ents
with the one eternal purpose of
establishing the cause of righteous-
ness, every chastisement being at
once needful, and exactly propor-
tioned to the offence. If prayer
seem to be unava,lhnor, it is only
when it is offered in a disobedient
and faithless spirit. The last dis-
cowrse of Elihu (xxxvi-—xxxvii)
touches with great force upon the
mercy and justice of God’s inter-
ventions, and the imminent peril
of those who disregard them ; it
ends with a passage *n which it is
shown that the great object of all
natural phenomena is to set §grth
the greatness and goodness of God,
and to teach His creatureg ¢ The
last words of Elihu are apparently
spoken while the storm is coming
on which ushers in the approzwhinfr
Theophany.

From this analysis it is obvxous
that weighty truths have, been de-
veloped in the digpussion.  Nearly
every thgory of the possible objects
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and uses of suffering, has been re-
viewed ; but the mystery of the
dispensation has not been cleared
up. Itg immediate and real object
—viz. to test the sincerity of Job,
and thereby to set at rest the
question, whether goodness in its
highest aspects, integrity *towards
man and devout fear of God, is
indgpendenpof outer circumstances
—never occurs to the mind of Job,
of lis gthree friends, or of Elihu
It was not one which would pre-
sent itself to the mind of the suf-
ferer, nor one that could be dis-
covered without a special revela-
tion by those who witnessed his
misery. Hence the necessity for
the Theophany. Out of the whirl-
wind Jchovah speaks.

((6 Fourth part. In two dis-
tinct addresses the Almighty re-
prowes and silences the murmurs
of Job (xxxviii—xl). God con-
descends to illustrate His Power
as the Creator by a marvellously
comprehensive swrvey of the glory
of creation, and His Providence
by a review of the phenomena of
the animal kingdom. From both
Job is led to infer that purposes
impenetrable by the human mind
are contemplated by the Omni-
scient, and that man’s one duty is
submission.  The first address suf-
ices to reduce Job to submission :
lie confesses his vileness and ac-
knowledges his inability to answer
his. Maker (x1. 4, 5). The second
address suggests a different thought.
A gharge of injustice against (od
iy oqtﬂvalent to an assumption that
hie who brings it is competent to
rule the universe. He should be
able to reduce all creatures to
order ; but, so far from that, man
cannot even suhdue the irrational
monsters of creation. Baffled by

the brute streMgth of Behemoth,
»

and the terrific force of Levigthan,
how can he contend with Him
‘Who made and rules them all

(e) Fifth part. Job’s unreserved
submission terminates his trial
His integrity is recognized, and
his friends are declared not to have
spoken the truth, a fault pardoned
on the intercession of Job. The
restoration of Job’s earthly pros-

® perity, which is an inevitable re-

sult of the divine manifestation,
symbolizes the final compensation
of the righteous for all the sutier-
ings of life.!

The direct ohject of the whole
work is, therefore, to show that
although goodness, by virttte of the
divine appointment, and as a result
of divine governance, has a natural
tendency to secure a full measure
of temporal happiness ; yet that in
its essence it is independent of such
aresult.  Goodness consists in the
fear of God, and in the hatred of
evil.  These convictions are the
central principles of Jol’s mind,
but their sincerity could only he
demonstrated by the withdrawal
of all outward conditions, on which
they might be represented as de-
pendent.  Selfishness in some form
is declared by Satan to be the basis
on which all apparent goodness
rests. That question is tried in
the case of Job. Lvery form of
calamity is brought to bear upon

! That this was not (as some have
thought) the direct and primary object of
the work is clear, since noallusion is made
to it in the last discourse of Job, or even,
as might have heen expected, in_that of
the Almighty. Like all other intimations
of the doctrine in the Old Testament,
those in this Book are thronghout expres-
sions of faith and hope, anticipations not
resting on previous revelation, but t_;h.e
spontaneous product of the human spirit
in contact with the mysteries of existence,

reparing the way for the future mani-
&statiun of the trgth by the Son of God.
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him :_ he feels each acutely; but he
hears them all without a murmur.
To retain firmly his integrity and
an absolute faith in God under
such a trial, was a sufficient answer
to the question. But the struggle
produced other effects: it drew
out from himself and his oppo-
nents an inquiry into the general
purport and object of divine chas-
tisements ; and it developed in
Job’s own spirit a longing for a
future judgment, which issued in a
full and assured anticipation of de-
liverance. Still, having no objective
grounds for such a hope, he limits
it to the vindication of his own
integrity and of God's justice;
and thereby unconsciously meets
the whole question whether selfish-
ness in any form is the motive or
mainspring of his life.

3. Objections have been taken
at varvious times to various parts of
the Book;® but of late years the
most serious objection has been
that which touches the discourse of
Elihu.  The difference of style is
unquestionable ; the grammatical
forms and the words are replete
with indications of Aramaic or
Chaldaic origin; a fact probably
explained by the supposition that
the author of the Book adhered
faithfully to the form in which the
dialogue was handed down by tra-
dition.  Other facts are further
thought to supply a primd fucie
argument for the assumption that
the discourse was added at a later
period, whether by a different
writer, who felt that an important
clement in the discussion was
lacking, or by the same author in
his old age.

% e.7., The historical portion at the be-
ginning and the end; xxvii. 7-end; xI.
15-xli. 34, have been considered interpo-
lations by some. ¢

INTRODUCTION TO THE

The question as to the genuing-
ness of the discourse depends, to
some extent, upon the view which
is taken of its value and import-
ance. Some critics treat it con-
temptuously, and suppose that it
was inserted only to enhance by
contrast’ the effect of the last so-
lemn discourse of Job: others
hold that it contains the true splu-
tion of the great problem set before
us in the Book. Admitting the
latter estimate of its va].ue, the
doctrinal system of Elihu may be
shown not to indicate a consider-
able advance beyond that of the
other interlocutors, including Job
himself, but to differ rather in de-
gree than in kind from that occu-
pied, or suggested, in the preceding
discourses ; the difference Deing
either one of development, as in
the very beautiful representstion
of mediatorial agency and of the
loving and instructive character of
divine chastisements, or of persoual
application of those doctrines to
the case of Job. Further, it seems
incredible that had Elihu’s dis-
course been added afterwards,
there should be no traces in it of
doctrines which were undoubtedly
taught at the earliest period to
which critics have assigned the
interpolation, doctrines, which, if
known, would have suggested the
strongest arguments for warning
or consolation. The internal con-
nexion between this and other
parts of the Book deserves gr-e.it
consideration in forming a_jydg-
ment upon this point ; it ab%gunds
in references to passages in the dis-
courses of Job and his friends so
covert as only to be discovered by
close inquiry; yet when Pointed
out, so natural and striking, as to
leave no place for reasonable doubt.
Elihu, in fact, supflies just what
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dob had repeatedly called for, a
confutation of his opinions by ra-
tional and human argument ; such
a confytation as would not, like
the arguments of the other oppo-
nents, rest upon false or hypocriti-
cal assertions, but would befit a
truthful and candid reason®r. The
reagonings of Elihu, moreover, are
reajly needqd for the full develop-
ment of the subject-matter of the
Book, and yet they are such as
could not, without irreverence, be
attributed to Almighty God.

4. The Book of Job abounds in
words and forms which are com-
monly known as Aramaic, found
in the Syriac and Chaldee lan-
guages, of which it is well known
that the influence was first percept-
ible about the time of the Babylon-
ish Captivity. This applies more or
lesseto all the discourses ; and must
be held to belong to the original
structure of the composition. On
this ground mainly, some critics
have assigned the whole work to
the period after the Captivity. The
Aramaisins, however, of late He-
brew writers differ essentially from
those which occur in this Book.
The latter ave, with scarcely an ex-
ception, such as characterize the
archaic or highly poetic style ; they
are genuine and natural indications
of hoar antiquity.

But Arawaisms are not the only,
or the most characteristic, peculiar-
ities of the language of Job. It
was long since remarked by Jerome
that jt approaches more nearly to
the }imbic than to any other pro-
duction of the Hebrews; and it has
been considered that the best ac-
count of this fact is that the work
must have béen written, substan-
tially in the form which is now
before us, at a very early period,
before the dift¥rent breu;ches of the

7

Semitic race had completely formed
their separate dialects. The descent
ascribed to Job, and the geogra-
phical position of the districts in-
habited by him and the interlocu-
tors in the dialogue, of themselves
account naturally both for the
Aramaic and Arabic colouring.
But, further, the Moabite stone has
proved that the descendants of Lot
spoke a language, differing indeed
from the Hebrew in dialectic peculia-
rities, but so nearly identical with it
that the natives of Moab and Pales-
tine would be mutually intelligible
without the need of an interpreter;
and it has proved that the language
was written in charactersscommon
to the Phaenicians and all branches
of the Semitic race. Hence, there
is a substantial proof that the de-
scendantsof the common stock, after
an interval of more than a thou-
sand years, could not only under-
stand each other’s language, but
read each other’s productions. It
is evident that the argument would
be stronger were it assumed that
this Book became known to the
Hebrews at a far earlier period in
their history ; even at the period
-when Moses dwelt in Midian, when
he wrote the Pentateuch in a lan-
guage, in a style, and probably also
in characters which were common
to the Semitic race.

Nor is this impression weakened
when we consider the style of Job.
All critics recognize its grand,
archaic character. It is peculiar
for obscurities of expression far
beyond any other Hebrew writing.
When obscurity is owing to obso-
lete words occurring in sentences
otherwise remarkable for simplicity
and natural grace, or to intense
concentration of thought and lan-
guage, or to incidental allusions to
long forgotten graditions, itis an all
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but jnfallible proof of antiquity.
Such are precisely the causes of
that obscurity which affects every
chapter of the Book, and is attested
by the mass of conflicting interpre-
tations, which after centuries of
labour leave numerous passages in-
volved in darkness, notwithstand-
ing the grand simplicity of the
leading thoughts.

A poem so perfect in design, and *

so grand in execution, was quite
compatible with the age and cir-
cumstances of Job. Above all
power, originality, deep insight
into the very springs of human
thought, and vivid representation
of objective realities, have ever been
the special characteristics of the
earliest developments of national
genius. Metrical compositions of
considerable extent were actually
engraved on stone at a period which
all critics admit to be far more an-
cient than Moses.®* But while we
have in the Book of Job a singu-
larly strict observance of the laws
of Hebrew poetry, so strict as to
be paralleled only in the poems
which the Bible attributes to the
age of Moses, or to the period be-
fore David, we have no certain in-
dications of that arrangement into
measured stanzas or strophes which
characterizes the Book of Psalms :
nor the combination of varied
cadences and sentences of unequal
lengthand different structure, which
gives so peculiar a charm to the
poetry of the great Prophets,

5. One of the most important

ints in determining the age in
which this Book was either written
or first made known, whether by

3 See the Introductions to the Penta-
teuch and Exodus. The observation is
still more applicable to papyri of extreme
antiquity ; such, for instance, a8 the Hymn
to the Nile ; and the Ligany to the Sun.

translation or simple transcriptiom,
is the comparison of the Book with
Hebrew writings of which the date
18 known. There are an immense
number of passages in Job which
bear so close a resemblance in
thought and in language to books
of everydate, from the Pentateuch
to the close of the Canon, ag to
make it certain thatethey mnwust
have been derived from a common
source. .

The general results are as fol-
lows. All passages written from
the time of Jeremiah onwards are
certainly posterior to the composi-
tion, and general circulation, of the
Book of Job.*

The resemblance between Joh
and the productions of the pgriod
extending from Solomon to Josiah,
is most striking in those passages
of the Hebrew writers which ®ear
the strongest impress of archaic
character. This is specially the
case with the Proverbs, to which it
is admitted that the Book of Joub
bears a far closer aflinity in style
and in modes of thought than to
any portion of the Old Testament.®

The points of contact with the
Psalms are exceedingly numerous ;
and the question of priority may
be fairly determined by comparing
the state of development of doc-
trine and speculation in Job, with
that of the Psalms amd the Pro-
phetic Books.

* c.g. Jer. xx. 14-18 is derived from m.)
iii. 3-12. Cp. also the ref. to the character
of Job in Ezek. xiv. 14 &c. ¢ *

® e.g. It is «certain that the description
of the Divine Wisdom in Prov. viii., is
founded upon Job xxviii., with which it

ees in all substantial points, and in the
whole tone of thought and of expression,
whereas it differs from it in details, which
belong to a later age (e.g. viii. 34, ix. 1-5),
more especially in the vivid persogification
which develops the thought of Job: cp.
also Prov. viil. 1-10 an®30-35, with Job
xxviii. 12 ang 28,
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oFor example : on comparing the
passages which speak of the state
after death, we find one general
resemblance. In none are there
distinet proofs or unquestionable
traces of an objective revelation.
Man’s spirit struggles with the
mystery of existence, leff, as it
would seem, intentionally to its
owry, instincty, and groping its way
darkly. The passages in Job
amount to little more than a yearn-
ing, an earnest longing for a vin-
dication of his own righteousness,
and of the divine justice. It is
evidently the first attempt to deal
with the problem, which after all
it leaves unsolved. But the words
of the Psalmist have a very differ-
ent character. He knows that God
will not leave his soul in Sheol,
that when he awakes he will be
satisfied with God’s likeness, that
the righteous will have dominion
over the wicked in the morning,
that at the right hand of God are
Measures for evermore. The as-
pirations of Job may have given
the impulse, and even suggested
the forms of expression, but in the
Psalmist it has become a lively and
sure hope, amounting, though as yet
without external support, to a sub-
jective certainty. In the Prophets,
denunciations of the future judg-
iment of the wicked, and assurances
of the eterng) triumph of the just,
hecome gradually clearer and more
definite, until they issue in the
hope of a bodily resurrection.

The representation of Angels in
Job is'no indication of a later age.
Their fall intimated here is also
certainly assumed, in the most an-
cient notices of the Pentateuch, and
is inseparable from the account of
man’s temptation and fall — The
traces of fra.ilt% noted as inherent
in their nature re indeed peculiar

to this Book : but so far as these
notices suggest any argument it
would be in favour of the indepen-
dence of purely Hebrew tradition,
and therefore of patriarchal an-
tiquity. Again, the traces of
prayer addressed to Angels (see
v. 1) are not found in other He-
brew writings, within any period
which critics would assign to the
*Book of Job. That such a practice
should have prevailed among some
families connected with that of
Abraham is far from improbable :
indeed, the entire suppression of
Angel-worship would seem to have
been peculiar to the Hebrews: a
fact the more remarkable since the
mediation, the guidance and pro-
tection, and the constant ministra-
tions of the Great Angel, are con-
spicuous features in the notices of
the patriarchal age. Lastly, the
representation of Satan harmonizes,
as might be expected, with that of
other inspired writers, yet it has
these peculiarities: the word is not
yet a proper name, but is used
simply in the sense of the adver-
sary ; in later Books it is a recog-
nized designation of the Fiend: he
moves (ii. 3) God directly, but is
not represented as tempting man
by internal or spiritual suggestion;
all the trial, so far as Satan is con-
cerned, is external: he does not
(as in the Psalms and Zech. iii. 1),
stand at the right hand of Job as
the accuser, but appears only in
the court of heaven as the calum-
niator of Job.

Inquiry into other religic.ms. or
ethical points leads to a similar
conclusion. The morality of Job
agrees, of course, in its fundamen-
tal principles with that of the Pen-
tateuch and of all inspired writers,
but it is wholly independent of the
institutions of Mosaism, it is tho-
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rouglly patriarchal, as may be seen
more especially in that very com-
plete account of his own past life
given by Job in his last discourse
(see xxxi. notes). Similar cha-
racteristics mark the notices of
religious observance. Idolatry, in
the forms prevalent under the kings
of Israel, is not noticed as a possible
temptation. The one temptation
which Job himself recognizes as®
imaginable, is that of secret entice-
ment to a gesture of adoration ad-
dressed to the heavenly luminaries
(xxxi. 26-28), a form of worship
of which the existence is attested
by monuments far more ancient
than Job.

Taking all the ascertained facts
into consideration, it may be con-
fidently maintained, that whether
the writer of the Book were a
Palestinian Hebrew or not, he
must have lived at a time, and
under circumstances, which either
kept him in ignorance of the insti-
tutions peculiar to Mosaism, or
made him to a most remarkable
extent independent of their influ-
ence. The hypothesis, which on
the whole seems least encumbered

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JOB.

with difficulties, is that the wo%x
wag written in the country of Job,
probably by one of his descendants,
but certainly after a considerable
interval of time, the patriarch be-
ing evidently represented as be-
longing to another age, his own
life extending to the fourth gener-
ation (xlii. 16) of children born
after his deliverance. o The earliest
tradition of the He’orews, that
Moses became acquainted with the
work when residing in Midlan, has
1o internal improbability for those
who accept the Mosaic authorship
of the Pentateuch. The supposi-
tion, however, that we owe the
Book in its actual form to a writer
of the Solomonian period, has much
in its favour, and meets many ditfi-
culties. The style is so thorotghly
impregnated with Aramaic and
Arabicidioms that the writer gnust
have lived at a distance from Jeru-
salem, and in a district bordering
on countries where Syriac and
Arabic were spoken. This would
point naturally to the Hauran:
or (with less probability) to the
southern district of Judeea.
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Crar. 1. THERE was a man %in the land of Uz, whose name was
¢perfect 211114(11 g;right, and one that

bJob; and that man
2 9feared God, and eschewed evil.

3 him seven sons and three daughters. His 2substance also was
se:ven thoysand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five
hundred yoke of oxen, and five humdred she asses, and a very
great 3household ; so that this man was the

9 And his sons went an

4 ‘meneof the east.

a Gen.22. 20,
21

21
ere were born unto jLZo%!414

eatest of all the
feasted in their

houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three
5 sisters to eat and to drink with them. And it was so, when the
days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanc-

tified them, and rose up early in the morning, ¢and offered burnt
offerings according to the number.of them all: for Job said, It

e Gen. 8. 20.
ch. 42. 8.

may be that my sons have sinned, and /cursed God in their 4! Kin. 21
i’o, 13.

1 Mosesis thought to have
wrote the Book of Job, diunites.
PY 2 Or, cattle.

whilst among the Ma-

3 Or, husbandry.
+ Heb. sons of the east.

I. 1. Uz] A district peopled by the descend-
ants o@Uz. Three patriarchs bear this name
(Gen. x. 23, xxii. 21, xxxvi. 28): the second
of these, a son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother,
Hroba,bly gave the name to this country.

Che district is generally identified with that
occugied by the Alsitee, which lay to the
north-east of Idumea, and appears to have
been nearly co-extensive with%athanyeh, or
East Hauran, once a rich and fertile country.

Job] The derivation of the name is un-
certain. It was borne by a son of Issachar
(Gen. x1vi. 13), and very closely resembles
the name Jobab, a descendant of Esau
(Gen. xxxvi. 33 notz), with whom our Pa-
triarch has been identified by early tra-
dition. Both forms are probably derived
from a word signifying jubilant exultation,
and express the joy of a noble family at the
birth }) ar& hciil;j;h b

perfect &c. ese epithets give a com-
Plete view of Job's character. nghe words

‘perfect” (i.e. single-hearted, simple, not
wilfully or consciously committing sin) ;
and ®upright” (a word which exactly re-
presents the original) describe him in his
relatisng to man. Cp. marg. reff. and the
gl_ll‘arwcters in Matt. viii. 10, 11; Acts x.

2. seven sons &c.] The numbers in this
part of the narrative are significant, repre-
senting the completeness of God's provi-
dential gifts.

3. substance] Better, as in the marg. The
word so rendered always means live-stock.
Job’s wealth was not that of a mere dweller
in the wilderness. 9 His residence was sta-

tionary, he must have had richypastures for

his sheep, and a sast extent of arable land.
The absence of horses should be noted; it
proves that Job was not a marauder: horses
were then used exclusively for war.

men of the east] Or, as in the marg.: a
name specially given to the tribes between
Palestine and the Eu}%hra.tes.

4. ki3 day] Probably the day in each
week which came to him in order. The ex-
pression implies that the whole family lived
in habits of frank, brotherly intercourse.
God’s gifts were thankfully used without a
suspicion of wrong, though not without a
consciousness of the danger of misuse. Itis
noticeable that Job did not join the festivi-
ties which he watched with anxiety.

5. the days] The seven days, one for each
son.
sent and sanctified them] This probably
means that he sent for them, and caused
them to perform the ceremonial ablutions,
which were customary before offering any
sacrifice. The whole family thus assemble
weekly at their father’s house to take part
in the religious service. Job was his own

oriest. The priesthood was inherent in the
ead of the };mily, as the highest function
of fatherhood, in accordance with patri-
archal usage (ﬁlxod. xxviii. 1 note). .
burnt mings] The only form of sacrifice
known to the Patriarchs (see Gen. viii. m§
xxii. 2), representing the absolute right o
God over His creatures, and the absolute
surrender of the creature’s self. See vol. i.

p. 229.
vursed] Or, “renounced.” The word so ren-
de‘:eld mean:’ roperly ‘‘blessed ;” but there

is no doubt that insthis and other passages
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9ch.2.3. 6 hearts, Thus did Job !continually. € Now ¢there was a (&y
A1Kin2219.  Pwhen the sons of God came to present themselves before the
ch. 38.7. 7 LorD, and ?Satan came also 3among them. And the LorD said
unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the
ich. 2 2. Lorp, and said, From ‘ going to and fro in the earth, @nd from
Mutt. 12.43. 8 walking up and down in it. And the Lorp said unto Satan,
kch. 2.3. 4Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like
Zver. 1. him in the earth, 'a perfect and an upright man, one that fearcth
9 God, and escheweth evil? Then S&tan answered the LorD, and
Tps. 347 10 said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made

an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all thet he
hath on every side ? *thou hast blessed the work®of his hands,
11 and his substance is increased in the land. °But put forth thine

7 Pg.128.1, 2.
Prov. 10, 22.

‘;611]9', 315 hand now, and touch all that he hath, éand he will Pcgrse theo
&fﬁm:j 18:; ‘ﬂ 12 to thy face. And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he

hath s in thy 7power; only upon himself put not forth thine
hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LoORD.
13 9 And there was a day ¢9when his sons and his daughters were
14 eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: and
there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were
15 plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: and the Sabeans
fell wpon them, and took them away ; yea, they have slain the
servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped

2 Eccles. 9,
12,

1 Hebh. all the days.

2 Heh. the Adeersary, 1
Chr. 21. 1. Rev. 12. 9,
10.

3 Heb. in themidst of them.

4 Heb. Hast thou set thy
heart on.

5 Or, cattle.

6 Heh. if ke curse thee not

to thy fuce.
7 Heb. {(;nd, Gen..l(i. 6.

(see marg. ref. note) it is taken in the sense
of renouncing or forgetting God.

6. « day] The day, i.e. the day on which
““the sons of God,” the Angels, were suin-
moned, periodically as it would seem, to
appear before God, and give account of all
transactions in His dominions (cp. marg.
reff. and Zech vi. 5).

Satan] Rather, as in the marg. This
Spirit, though evil, is evidently counted
among the Angels by origin and nature. He
comes among them as one of their order.
Like them he has to give an account of what
he has observed (see 1 K. xxii. 19-22;
Zech iii. 1, 2; Rev. xii. 9). The existence
of a malignant Spirit, permitted to range
the earth, tempting and calumniating (God’s
rational creatures, is implied or asserted in
all Scripture from Genesis to Revelation ;
and it is to be observed that the final ex-

yulsion of this Spirit from the higher region
1s represented in the New Testament as a
result of the Saviour’s coming. The mys-
tery which hangs over such representations
is common to all questions which concern
the origin or continuance of moral evil.

among them] An expression showing that
Satan came not as one of the sons of God,
nor as bidden.

7. ““Going to and fro” implies rapid and
extensive wandering; ‘‘ walking up and
down ” repeated and careful observation.

Jor nought] The central point of the
whole narrative is in this word. No flaw is
discoverable in Job’s cuter life : but the

ﬂuestion is raised whether his goodness was
isinterested. See Introd. p. 2.

11. touch) Or, smite. The Hebrew word
implies the infliction of calamity, especially
by God (cp. Ps. Ixxiii. 14 ; Isai. liii. 4).

and ke will curse &e.] Or, if he will not
renounce thee, openly, shamelessly, inso-
lently.

12. power] Or, hand, as in the marg.
Satan had said, *put forth Th}r hand :”’
the answer is, ‘“‘behold all that he hath is
in thy hand : ” the physical evil thus takes
place under God’s control and by His will,
but its infliction is committed to the malig-
nant Spirit. The object of Satan was to
tempt Job; the permission was given in
order to prove him, and at the same time
to raise his spirit into a higher sphere of
goodness.

13. in their eldest brother's house] On the
first )day, therefore, of the weekly mestings

v, b)),

14. were plowing] In the Haurap this
takes place in January ; when alsoPin order
to protect themselves from marauders, the
inhabitants plough the lands in succession,
bringing all their oxen, with their guards,
into the same district.

15, the Sabeans] Three races bgaring this
name are mentioned in Genesis (x. 7, 28,
xxv. 3). The tribe here spoken of was evi-
dently nomadic, prowling, like their de-
scendants the Be ouins.. over the districts
to the north‘of Arabia. :
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1@alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also
another, and said, !The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and
hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed

17 them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

‘While ho was

yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans

made out t

ee bands, and 2fell upon the camels, and have

carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the cdge of
18 the sword ; and I only ang escaped alone to tell thee. While he

was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, *Thy sons

rver. 4, 13.

and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest
19 bfother’s house: and, behold, there came a great wind 3from
the wilderness, and smote the four eorners of the house, and it
fell upon the young men, and thoy are dead; and I only am

20 escaprd alone to tell thee.

21 and worshipped, and said,

“Naked came I out of my mother’s womb,
And naked shall I return thither:
The LorD *gave, and the LorD hath vtaken away;
“Blessed be the name of the Lorb.
22 @In all this Job sinned not, nor Scharged God foolishly.
Cuap. 2. AGAIN “there was a day when the sons of God came to
prasent themselves before the Lorp,
2 them to present himself before the Lorp. And tho LorD sai
unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And ?Satan answercd

€Then Job arose, *and rent his
‘mantle, and shaved his head, and *fell down upon the ground,

* Gen, 37.29.
Ezra 9. 3.
t1 Pet. 5. 6.

« Ps. 49, 17.
1Tim. 6. 7.

= Eceles 5.
19.

Jam. 1. 17.
v Matt.20.15.
s Eph. 5. 20.
1 Thes. 5.18.
a ch. 2. 10.
ach.1. 6.

bch. 1. 7.

and Satan came also umon%'
(

thg Lorp, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and

3 from walking up and down in it.

And the LorD said unto Satan,

Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like

him in the earth, ca perfect and an upright man, one that feareth
God, and escheweth evil? and still he 4holdeth fast his inte-
grity, although thou movedst me against him, %¢to destroy him
And Satan answered the LorbD, and said, Skin

4 without cause.

cch.1.1,8.
d ¢ch, 27.5,6.
ech. 9.17.

for skin, yea, all that a man hath ‘will he give for his life.

1 Or, 4 great five.

2 Heb. rushed. + Or, robe.

3 HeD. from aside, 4.

5 Or, attributed folly to God.
6 Heb. fo swallow him up.

16. The fire of God] Probably lightning
(Ps. 1xxviii. 48 marg.). A storm extending
over the vast tracts occupied by 7000 sheep
(v. 8), and destroying them together with
their guards, would not be attributed to
merely natural causes by God-fearing men.

17. The Chaldeans] Or, Casdim. Two
ancient races bore this name; the one a
Semitic tribe dwelling in the north of As-
syrid#) the other in Mesopotamia (see Gen.
xxii. 22). The former may be meant here :
they w#e a warlike robber-race, who still
retained their old seat and customs in the
time of Xenophon, and are now represented
by the Kurds.

18. See 7. 13; all occurred on one day.

19. smote the four corners] This shows
that it was a whirlwind, or cyclone, far
more destructive than digect winds.

the youngy men] Or “{oung people;” the
Hebrew word includes both sexes, as in the
Pentateuch. »

20. The shaving of the head, an act done
slowly and carefully, indicate#’mastery over

the strong passion : there was no wild tear-
ing of hair, but simply the adoption cf the
usual form of mourning. Cp. Jer. vii. 20;
Tsai. xxii. 12. He * worshipped,” i.e., he
prostrated himself, the most solemn act of
adoration ; thus directly, though uncon-
sciously, refuting the assertion (v. 11) that
he would renounce God in bereavement.

21. rcturn thither] i.e. to the dust or mo-
ther earth ; this interpretation is supported
by passages which recognize the analogy be-
tween the womb and the earth, the source
and receptacle of living creatures (Ps.
cxxxix. 15; Eccles. v. 15). .

22. nor charoed God foolishly] Either as
in marg. ; or, ‘‘did not utter any foolishness
against God.”” The second rendering seems
on the whole to suit the context, since the
special object of the temptation was to make

ob blaspheme. .

II. 4. Skin {or skin] The exact meaning
of this proverbial saying is doubtful, but
the general sense iydetermined by the con-
text : so long as a man’s own person is un-



2And the LORD said

€ Then said his wife unto him,

°In all this didenot Job ”sin

€I Now %hen Job’s three ¢friends heard of all

14 JOB. II. IIL
fen.1.fi. 5 /But put forth thine hand now, and touch his ¢bone and Mis
nch.10.20. 6 flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face.

o s unto Satan, Behold, he 4s in thine hand; *but save his life.

7 €S0 went Satan forth from the presence of the LorD, apd smote
¢ Isai. 1. 6. Job with sore boils ‘from the sole of his foot unto his crown.
28am.13. 8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; ¥and he
o 9 sat down among the ashes. n
Hzek. 27. 30, 'Dost thou still ™retain thine integrity ? curse God, and die.
%imz{li?l' 10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women
mver. 3. speaketh. What? nshall we receive good at the hand of God,
nob 1oL and shall we not receive evil?
Rom. 12,22 11 with his lips. ]
11. ’ this evil that was come upon him, they came every one from his
Pl own place; Eliphaz the 7Temanite, and Bildad the *Shuhite, and
2 Prov.17.17. Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment
r Gen. 36.11. 12 together to come ‘to mourn with him and to comfort him. And
toenait when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they
Rom. 12. 15. lifted up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his
% Neh. 9. 1. mantle, and “sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven.
}om. 2.10.¢ 13 So they sat down with him upon the ground “seven days and
= o, 20,10, seven nights, and none spake a word unto him: for they saw
that Ais grief was very great.
Cuar. 3.

TER this opened Job his mouth, and cursed h#; day.

2 And Job 2spake, and said,

1 Or, only.

2 Heb. answered. .

touched he may bear any loss with compa-
rative firmness, give up the skin or life (cp.
xviii, 13, xix. 26) of others, even of his chil-
dren, so that his own be safe. Satan can
recognize no principle of action but selfish-
ness, and finds in it alone the secret of Job’s
firmness.

7. sore boils] The disease was elephanti-
asis. The original word means an intense
heat, hence a.bburning and ulcerous swell-
1nﬁ,‘ or leprosy in its most terrible form,
taking its name from the appearance of the
body, which was covered with a knotty
cancerous bark like the hide of an elelphant.
The state was that of progressive dissolution,
ending slowly but surely in death. Job
knew that it would be regarded as a deci-
sive proof that he was suffering for some
hidden and unpardonable sin (see Introd. p.

3; Lev. xiii. 1 note).
8. to scra fi| The first symptoms are itch-
ing and foul discharge.

the ashes] Probably outside the house or
city, a8 usual with lepers. The LXX. use
the word ‘‘dung ” which may possibly be
correct ; heaps of dry dung are found out-
side every town and village in the Hauran,
and persons smitten with loathsome dis-
eases lie on them day and night.

9. Satan is no more mentioned in the
Book : his work was done ; the sharp test of
mental suggestion was applied to Job by his
wife and friends. See Introd. p. 2.

10. foolish] Not merely this, but vile, of
a low grovelling nature® Cp. Ps. xiv. 1.

The expression “ with his lips”’ may pos-

sibly imply that the hard thoughts which
Job afterwards uttered were beginning to
work inwardly; but his answer was a real
victory over the last and most grievous
temptation.

11. Eliphaz was probably descended from
Eliphaz the son of Esau (marg. ref.), whose
own son, Teman, gave his name to the dis-
trict (1 Chr. i. 45). It was famed for the
wisdom of its inhabitants (Jer. xlix. 7;
Obad. 8, 9). Thename is significant; *“‘ my
God is gold,’” as if goodness were identified
with wealth (see xxii. 21 note).

the Shuhite] .e. from the district named
after Shuah (marg. ref.; 1 Chr. i. 32); it
lay probably to the east of the Hauran, and
has been identified with Shakka.

the Naamathite] Naama was probably in
a district, now unknown, in the neighbour-
hood of Job. The name occurs not unfre-
quently in Syria. The LXX. render thé
word Mwaios, probably referring to Maon,
now Maan, a district to the east of Petra.

12. knew him not] Another symgtéom of
the disease ; ‘their friend was so blackened
and disfigured, that they could not recog-
nize him.

II1. 1. opened his mouth] This expression

.is used in Scripture only on solemn occa-

sions, when the speakers give utferance to
deep thoughts, or, as here, to long-re-
ressed feelings, Cp. Matt. v. 2, and Ps.
xxviii. 2.
cursed] A different wéd from that in i.
5; it meansg’‘cursed "’ as a worthless and
despicable thing.
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3éLet the day perish wherein I was born,

8 vier S . ¢ ch#10.1,
And the night ¢n whick it was said, There is a man child con- 0.

ceived. ge5 18, 10.

4 Lot that day be darkness;—let not God regard it from above, o
Neither let the light shine upon it.

5 Let darkness and Ythe shadow of death !stain it ; ®¢h.10.21.22
Let a cloud dwell upon it; &16.16.
2Let the blackness of the day terrify it. .

6 As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; & 44,19,
3Let it not be joined unto the days of the year, 4107 10,14.
Let it not come into the number of the months. j;'oé%,“g;

7 1d, let that night be solitary, .
Let no joyful voice come therein.

8 Let them curse it that curse the day,
¢Who are ready to raise up *their mourning.

9 Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark;
Let it look for light, but have none;
Neither let it see the dawning of the day :

10 Because it shut not up the doors of my mother’s womb,

Nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. .

cJer, 9. 17,
18,

11 ¢Why died I not from the womb ? d ch. 10. 18.
I{]’g‘y did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly ?
12 eWizy did the knees prevent me ? T c@en.30.3.
Or why the breasts that I should suck P Isad. 66. 12.
13 For now should I have lain still and been quiet,
I stould have slept: then had I been at rest,
14 With kings and counsellors of the earth,
fch. 16. 28,

‘Which /built desolate places for themselves ;

1 Or, challenge it.
2 Or, let them terrify it, as
those who have a bitter

day, Amos 8. 10.
among the days.

8. The exaggeration of the language is
but the naturaf expression of hopelessness.
Day and night are personified in order that
.T}?b may give vent to his feelings by cursing
them.

5. Let darkness &c.] Or, Let darkness &c.
claim it ; lit., ‘‘redeem it,”’ as belonging
properly to the region of darkness. The
word rendered ‘¢ shadow of death ” is
archaic, and means entire darkness, especi-
ally the blackness of Sheol, or Hades.

dlackness] Th& Hebrew word probably
means hot suffocating glooms. Job wishes
that all the powers of darkness had assem-
bled t9 drive back that day.

6. be joined] Better as in the mar%in (c{).

Ex. xwiii, 9) ; this presents a more forcib
andha,ppxﬁpria.te image, the joy of motherly
night.
7. be solitary] Lit., ¢ barrenness.” The
imprecations upon da{ (v. 6) and night are
carefully discriminated ; may day be utter
absence of jight, may night bear no more.

8. that curse the day] Perhaps an allusion
to some such ancient and wide-spread super-
stition as that the sorcerer was believed, and
believed himself, tq be able to arrest the
course of day and night by incagtations. It
does not follow that Job adoptdl the belief,

3 0r, let it not rejoice

4 Or, a leviathan.
5 Heb. the eyelids of the
morning, ch. 41. 18.

though he found in it an apt expression of
his feelings : see note on 7. g

mourning] Rather, leviathan (as in marg);
not the crocodile as in ch. xli., but in all
probability a symbol of the dragon, the
enemy of light, who in old Eastern traditions
is conceived as ready to swallow up sun and
moon and plunge creation in original chaos
or darkness.

11. Why died I not &c.] Job passes to the
next alternative, death before the awaken-
ing of consciousness. He counts up with
the wild ingenuity of a diseased mind all
the chances which might at once have cut
his life short. In the following verses he
enumerates the actual inhabitants of the
nether world whom he conceives as with-
out sensation, beyond the reach alike of joy
or misery.

18. For now &c.] Or, For then should I
have been lying still and quiet, I should
have been asleep; then would there have
been rest for me. .

14. desolate places] Probably an allusion
to the sepulchres in the desert, such as the
rock-tombs common not only in Egypt, but
in Arabia, which must have been well
known to Job. »
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¢ 15 Or with princes that had gold,
‘Who filled their houses with silver:

¢ Ps. 68.8.

16 Or %as an hidden untimely birth I had not been ;

As infants whick never saw light.

17 There the wicked cease from troubling ;
And there the 'weary be at rest.

18 There the prisoners rest together;

& ch. 39. 7.

hThey hear not the voice of the oppressor.

19 The small and great are there ;
And the servant ¢s free from his master.

i Jer. 20. 18.

k1 Sam.1.10.
2 Kin. 4. 27,
Prov. 31.6.
L Rev. 9. 6.
n Prov, 2. 4.

20 iWherefore is light given to him that is in misery,
And life unto the *bitter /n soul;

21 Which 2!long for death, but it cometh not ;
And dig for 1t more than ™for hid treasures;

22 Which rejoice exceedingly,

And are glad, when they can find the grave?
23 TWhy is light given to a man whose way is hid,

= ch. 19. 8.
Lam. 3.7.

7 And whom God hath hedged in ?
24 For my sighing cometh *before I eat,

‘ And my roarings are poured out like the waters.
25 For “the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me,
And that which I was afraid of is come unto me,
26 I was not in safety, neither had I rest,
Neither was I quiet; yet trouble camo.

Crar. 4. THEN Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said,
2 If we assay ®to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved ®
But fwho can withhold himself from speaking ?
3 Behold, thou hast mstructed many,

@ TIgai, 35.3.

4 Thy words have upho

b Isai. 35. 3.

1 Heb. wearied in strength.
2 Heb. waif.
S Heb. before my meat.

And thou ¢hast stren%th

ened the weak hands.
den him that was falling,
And thou Yhast strengthened 7the feeble knees.

4 Heb. I feared a fear,and Jrom words ?
it came upon me. Heb. the bowing knees
3 Heb. a word. Heb. 12. 12.

6 Ileb. who can rcfrain

15. that kad gold] Or, ‘ who have gold,”
i.e. who lie in tombs where their gold an
silver are buried with them : a well-known
custom. Ornaments of great value, brace-
lets and jewels are found in Egyptian se-
pulchres.

17-19. There is rest, but little comfort in
the view,the only one as yet taken by Job,
that in death there is equality of lot, what-
ever may be the difference of character or
antecedents.

18. the oppressor] Or, exactor, ' task-
master,” the overseer appointed to summon
labourers to their daily task. See Exod.
iii. 7.

23. whose way s hid] The severest trial
of Job was his inability to discern his way.
Job feels himself ‘‘hedged” in on every
side, but as a prisoner. See the opposite
and true view of God’s Providence in i.

10.

25, 26. In other words : ‘“Whatever pre-
sentiment of woe I may feel it is straight-
way realized : there is &rouble upon trouble,
without cessation,” .

This chapter exhausts all expressions of
agony ; there is not a gleam of hope in it;
the heart is quite crushed; still, so far as
regards the precise object of the trial, there
is no giving way: Job neither surrenders
his own integrity, nor renounces his alle-
giance to God. Not that his words are
blameless, but the wrong®n them belongs
to the infirmity rather than to the corrup-
tion of man’s nature. Shadows of dark
superstition (e.g. . 8) pass over Job’sespirit,
and give a form to his complaints, but they
are from without, and find no abiding place
in his heart. If must be observed hat some
of his very stroniest expressions have been
adopted by prophets and great saints, and
by the King of Saints Himself,

IV. On the principle laid down by Eli-
phaz and his friends, see Introde g 3.

2. If we assay &c.% Or, *“Should we speak
a word to thee, wilt thou faint (see v. 5)?
Yet who can refrain from speaking ?” Eli-

haz implies that his ywords must needs be
Eard for Job to bear. .
8, 4. Thése words justify Job’s own de-
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5 But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest ;
»1t toucheth thee, and thou art troubled.
6 Is not this ¢thy fear, ¢thy confidence,
Thy ho%e, and the uprightness of thy ways ?
7 Remembor, I pray thee, ewho ever perished, being innocent ?
Or where were the righteous cut off ?
8 Even as I have scen, 7 thoy that plow iniquity,
And sow wickedness, reap the same.
9 By the blast of God they perish,
And 'by the breath of his nostrils are the{ consumed.
10 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion,
And 9the teeth of the young lions, are broken.
11 »The old lion perisheth for lack of prdy,
And the stout lion’s whelps are scattered abroad.

12 Now a thing was ?secretly brought to me,
And mine ear received a little thereof.

13 *In thoughts from the visions of the night,
‘When deep sloep falleth on men,

14 Fear ’came upon me, and *trembling,
‘Which made 4all my bones to shake.

15 Then a spirit passed before my face;

17

cch. 1.1,
dProv, 3. 26.

¢ Ps. 37. 25.

IPs. 7. 14.

Prov. 22, 8.
Hos. 10. 13,
Gal. 6.7, 8.

9 Ps. 58. 6.
» Ps, 34. 10.

i ch. 33. 15.

k Hab. 3. 16.

The hair of my flesh stood up:
16 It stood still,
An amage was before mine eyes,

ut I could not discern the form thereof:

5 There was silence, and I heard a voice, saying,

17 !Shall mortal man be more just than God ?

tch. 0.2,

Shadl & man be more pure than his maker ?

18 Behold, he ™put no trust in his servants ;
6And his angels he charged with folly:

1 That is, by kis anger: as 2.8.
2 Heh. by stealth.

Isni. 30. 33. Seo Ex
15. 8. ch. 1.19. & 15. 30 $ Heb. met me.
Isai. 11. 4. 2 Thess.  * Heb. the multitude of

fence of his character (xxix. 15, 16, 25. xxxi.
16-21, 29-32),

m ch, 15. 15.
& 25. 6.
2 Pet. 2. 4.
my Lones.
5 Or, I heard a still voice.
¢ Or, nor in his angele, in
whom ke put light.

12. Or, Now unto me a word came steal-
thily, like a thief’s noiseless entrance at

8. faintest] The same word as “‘be grieved” nigh

(v. 2). In both cases it denotes undue de-
pression of spirit.

Some render: Was not thy piety thy
confldence? Thy hope, was not that also
the integrity of thy ways?® The implica-
tion is, 1if Job’s piety and integrity in the
past were substantial, there ought to remain
a certain expecta®on of deliverance, toge-
ther with an unreserved submission to God’s

will,

8. Ony So_far as I have seen, those who
Ylough evil, and sow trouble, reap it.
"T'his 1s &he oldest example of a figure which
hag been @roverbial in all ages. Cp. marg.
Trell.

10-11, In the ori?q'nu,l, five different words
are used for lions, illustrative of each stage
of their growth and power. The object was
to show that, in every stage of its develop-
ment, guilt, especially the guilt of cruelty
and oppression, brings ruin: it suggested
the suspicion that Job, or still more proba-
bly his sons, had opprgssed their neighbours
and therefore suffered.

VOL, IIL L4

ight.

A little] Or, a whisper; a low indistinct
sound.

138. In thoughts] The word in the Heb.,
which occurs only here and in xx. 2, means
doubtful, perplexed thoughts.

The moment at which the apparition came
was in the dead stillness of night, when Eli-
phaz was just waking up from a deep but
troubled sleep, the mind full of some wild
half-forgotten dream.

17. The voice answers the inward ques-
tion, What account can be given of the a{»
parent inequalities of God’s ways? Only
that every man is essentially unjust in His
sight, and therefore liable to punishment.
Kliphaz seems to represent himself as having
once heen beset with doubts, which were
cleared up by a revelation so dim and mys-
terious in its form as to be scarcely distin-
guishable from the inner movements of his
consciousness. .. .

18. God knows that even His immediate
attendants, the Angels, have not His entire
confidence ; that they %re liable to err (error,

Ce
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nch.16.26. 19 *How much less 7n them that dwell in °houses of clay,
;2593} 7. ‘Whose foundation s in the dust,

W hich are crushed before the moth P

»Ps.90.5,6. 20 ?They are !destroyed from morning to evening :
They perish for ever without any regarding .

21 ¢Doth not their excellency which ¢s in them go away ? *

Su 2turn ?

And they are crushed in the gate, ¢neither is there any to deliver

2 Ps, 89, 11.
a0 e rThey die, even without wisdom.
Crar. 5. CALL now, if there be any that will answer thee;
And to which of the saints wilt ﬂylr
2 For wrath killeth the foolish man,

And 3envy slayeth the silly one.
aps,37.35, 3 *Ihave seen the foolisk taking root:
. 523 But suddenly I cursed his habitation.
»Pa 110, " 4 YHis children are far from safety,
&1, 5.

¢ Ps, 109, 12. them.

5 Whose harvest the hungry eateth up,

And taketh it even out of the thorns,

dch. 18. 9. And “the robber swalloweth up their substance.
6 Although “affliction cometh not forth of the dust,
Neither doth trouble spring out of the ground;
¢ Gen. 8.17. 7 Yet man is ¢born unto *trouble,—as ®the sparks fly upward.
1eor10.15. 8T would seek unto God,—and unto God would I comrit my
cause:
1 Heb. beaten in pieces. 3 Or, indignation. 6 Heh. the sons of the burn-
3 Or, look ? 4 Or, iniguity. ing coal lift up to fly.
5 QOr, labour.

rather than ‘‘folly”); that left to themn-
s:ﬁres they might fall, as some have already
en. .

19. houses of clay] i.e. earthly bodies; an
allusion to Gen. ii. 7. Cp. marg. reff.

The words are important, as teaching the
duality of man’s nature, a spirit dwelling in
an earthly tabernacle, liable to destruction
from the meanest external causes.

20. from morning to evening) i.e. in a day:
a sudden and complete destruction. Cp.
Isai. xxx. 13.

21, excellency] i.c. the spiritual principle,
which is not destroyed but removed. The
word in the original probably means the
cord which fastens a tent, an apt figure of
the soul which sustains the fleshly taber-
nacle. This passage, like numberless others
in the Old Testament, leaves the question
of the continuance of personal conscious-
ness untouched, but is perfectly reconcile-
able with that truth, and indeed prepares
the way for the revelation of it.

without wisdom] i.e. without having taken
God’s previous visitations to heart. Cp.
marg. ref. and Ps. xc. 12 ; Prov. x. 21,

V. 1, It may be inferred from this verse
that the invocation of saints or Angels was
not unknown in the patriarch’s time (see
Introd. li) 9), but Eliphaz distinctly affirms
its inutility in the case when a man is not
reconciled with God ; if he be reconciled, it
would of course be needless.

The connexion of thought is this:
nothing can be done for Job in his then state

of mind : his wrath (iii. 1-10) indicates folly
or depravity ; and can have no end but de-
struction ; %is envy (iii. 14-19) is sinful in-
fatuation.

3. Eliphaz supports his saying by an ex-
ample : he has seen such a * foolish man”’
settled for a time, and outwardly pros-
Kerous, but the sudden destruction of his

ouse was a proof of God’s anger, and there-
;lore of the man’s ungodliness, and he cursed
im.

4. His children] A reference to the death
of Job’s children. The result of a bad
man’s ruin is that his children are involved
in it; they are exposed to everf kind of
danger; are broken to pieces by litigations
in the gate (Prov. xxii. 22), where the courts
of justice were held (xxixe 7, xxxi. 21), and
find none to take up their cause as advocate
or intercessor: a terrible picture of the
misery which at all times in the Fast has
fallen upon the orphans of criminal or sus-
pected parents.

5. out of the thorns] i.e. the pluhderers
are not stopped by the thorny hedges. The
word occurs only here and in Prov. xxii. 5.

7. Man inherits trouble as the portion of
his corrupt nature, though it is only brought
into activity by his own sin (iv, 8).

as the sparks fly upward] Lit.“‘and child-
ren of flame fly on high:” the meaning is,
the tendency of man is to suffer trouble, as
that of fiery natures is to fly upwards.

8. I] Rather, I hodwever. Our Version
omits the &rord which marks a transition in
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9/ Which doeth great things 'and unsearchable;

arvellous things ?without number:
10 #Who giveth rain upon the earth,

And sendeth waters upon the 3fields:
11 *To sef up on high those that be low;

That those which mourn may be exalted to safety.
12 iHe disappointeth the devices of the crafty,

So that their hands 4cannot perform their enterprise.
13 ¥He taketh the wise in thetr own craftiness:

And the counsel of the froward is carried headlong.
14 'They meet with darkness in the daytime,

And grope In the noonday as in the night.
15 But mhe saveth the poor from the sword,

V. 19

J P 40. 5.
& 72. 18,
Rom. 11. 33.
9 Ps.65.9,10.
© Jer. 6. 24,
Acts 14. 17.
h18am. 2.7
Ps. 113.7.
¢ Neh. 4. 15,
Ps. 33.10.
Isni. 8. 10.
& Ps, 9. 15,

’

¢t Deut.28.29.
Isai. 69. 10,
Amos 8. 9.
m Pg, 35. 10.

From their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty.

16 »So the poor hath hope,—and iniquity stoppeth her mouth.

17 ° Behold, happy 4s the man whom God correcteth :
Therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty :
18 #For he maketh sore, and bindeth up:
He woundeth, and his hands make whole.

19 ¢He shall deliver thee in six troubles

Yea, in seven "there shall no evil touch thee.
20 ¢In famine he shall redeem thee from death :
And,in war ®from the power of the sword.

21 tThou shalt be hid 7from the scourge

Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh.

22 At destruction and famine thou shalt

#Neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth.

23 *For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field :
And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee.

24 And thou shalt know 8that thy tabernacle skall be in peace ;

1 Heb. and there is no

search.
2 Heb. till there be no
number.

$ Heb. outplaces.

4 Or, cannot perform
thing.

5 Or, run info.

n]18am.2.9.
Ps. 107. 42.
© Ps. 94. 12.
Prov. 3.11.
Heb. 12. 5.
Jam, 1. 12,
Rev. 3. 19.
» Deut.32.39.
1"8am. 2. 6.
Isai. 30. 26.
Hos. 6. 1.

of the tongue:
laugh:

Ezek. 34. 25.
= Ps. 91. 12,
Hos. 2.18.

7 Or, when the tongue
scourgeth.
Or, that peace is thy

talernacle.

any-

6 Heb. from the hands.

the discourse. Job had complained of God
that He had hedged him in (ili. 23); Eliphaz
states the only right course for a sufferer,
but with a sting in the implication that Job
had not given himself unreservedly into
God’s hand.

9. unsearchable] A point of the highest
importance : the cause of the visitation may
be hidden, and deliverance may seem im-
possible, but both the secret and the power
are with God (cp. ix. 10, xxxvii. 5).

10. ngin] The first tfxought of a dweller
in the East; rain is the type of all blessings,
especially of restoration to life. In the
Koran® i® is repeatedly adduced as the
figurative representation, and almost as the
proof of the general resurrection. See
marg. ref.

12. crafty] Eliphaz seems to insinuate
that Job’s gpparent wisdom might be its
mere counterfeit, viz. craft, like that of the
serpent (Gen. iii. 1). St. Paul quotes this
(1 Cor. iii.19) as expressing a general truth:
the error of Eliphaz was not in the senti-
ment but in its application to Job. It is
remarkable that in the two pflssages in

which St. Paul quotes the Book of Job he
does not follow the Septuagint. It has
been shown (1) that the Apostle had most
probably a different version ; and (2) that
the LXX. version of Job was little known.

enterprise] The Hebrew word which is
frequent in Prov. and Job, means properly
soundness, that which is real and substan-
tial, or the quality of mind which corre-
sponds to it, sound practical sense. Thus
the meaning is, their hands can perform
nothing that is desirable or substantial, &
sense fairly expressed by the word *‘ enter-

rise.

15-17. If Job be an_innocent sufferer,
God’s dealing assures him of deliverance :
and since no affliction comes without an
object it must be a benefit to those who
submit to it, and take it as a correction.

from their mouth] Several MSS. have a
preferable reading ¢ from the sword of their
mouth,” i.e. from calumnies and evil words
(cp. Ps. 1vii, 4, lix. 7).

19. 7o ewil] i.e. no real evil, evil without
hope or remed,. o,
& &c. Job is promised the exact reverse

c2
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And thou shalt visit thz habitation, and shalt not 'sin.
25 Thou shalt know also that ?thy seed shall be 2great,
And thine offspring *as the grass of the earth.
26 «Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age,
Like as a shock of corn 3cometh in in his season.
27 Lo this, we have ?searched it, so it 4s ;
Hear it, and know thou 4t *for thy good.

Cmar. 6. BUT Job answered and said,

20

e
¥ Ps, 112, 2,
= Ps. 72. 16.

& Prov.9.11.
& 10. 27,

b Ps. 111, 2.

2 O that my grief were throughly weighed,
And my calamity 5laid in the balances together !

« Prov. 27.3.

3 For now it would be heavier “than the sand of the sea :

Thereforo *my words ate swallowed up.

& Pg, 38. 2.

4 bFor the arrows of the Almighty are within me,

The poison whereof drinketh up my spirit:

< Ps. 88. 15,

The terrors of God do set themselves in array against me.
5 Doth the wild ass bray “when he hath grass?

.

Or loweth the ox over his fodder ?
6 Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt ?
Or is there any taste in the white of an egg ?

meat.
8 O that I might have my

7 The things that my soul refused to touch

are as my sorrowful

request ;

And that God would grant me the thing that I long for ¢

41Kin.19.4.

9 Even “that it would please God to destroy me;

That he would let loose his hand, and cut me off!

1 Or, err.
2 Or, much.
3 Heb. ascendeth.

of all that he had experienced. It must
have sounded like a bitter mockery, and as
such he resents it.

28. cometh in] Or, cometh up, see marg.
Threshing-floors were generally on hills (cp.
2 Sam. xxiv. 18).

27. for thy good] Lit. as in the marg.
ZEliphaz is confident that no man of sense
can come to any other conclusion.

VI. 2. grief ] Or, wrath, the same word
which Eliphaz used in v.2. It was this
“ wrath” which made Eliphaz doubt the
integrity of Job. Job answers (vv. 2-7)
that it is not out of proportion with his
“calamity,” <.e. his abysmal boundless
misery.

in the balances] The weighing of words 15)

and thoughts in scales belongs to the re-
motest antiquity. In the Egyptian Ritual
the day of weighing words 1s a common
term for the day of judgment.

8. are swallowed up] More probably ¢ are
jdle” (LXX.). Job admits that his words
are blameworthy, but excusable as the over-
flowings of natural sorrow.

4. drinketh up my spirit] i.e. the poison
reaches the springs of life, absorbs all power
of thought : this is Job’s real excuse for his
vehemence. Modern commentators gene-
ally refer; ‘whoge poison my spirit
drinketh up.” This verse is a second de-

4 Heb. for thyself, Prov.
9. 12

5 Heb. lifted up.
¢ That is, I want words fo

express my grief, Pg. 7.
4.

7 Heb. at grass.
8 Heb. my expectation.

fence; it accounts for the rebellious strug-
gles as instinctive movements of a sou
assailed by a host of troubles.

6. Job argues that his words are natural
expressions of feeling, like the sounds which
are uttered by animals to denote their
wants.

6. Proverbial expressions. If that which
is merely insipid and tasteless is naturally
disliked, much more is an expression of
loathing and disgust justified when the food
offered is poisonous.

the white of an eyy] Geese and ducks were
kept by the Egyptians et the remotest
period, and the egg of the ostrich was
f:}'rmha.r to the nomads of Arabia (cp. xxxix.

D)o

7. Rather, My soul refuseth to.touch,
they are as loathsome food to me. The
sense of the second clause is mos#@prdbably,
‘‘ the evils which have come upon me are
like diseased or poisonous food.” How then,
Job means, can I receive it without such
expressions of grief or wrath, as appear to
gﬂlﬁpl}'az proofs of sin and uppardonable
olly ?

8-10. Eliphaz had represented death as
the last punishment (v. 2), Job declares that
it is his only hope. yet there is no indi-
cation of a‘iope beyordt death.
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18 Then should I yet have comfort ;

VL

Yea, I would harden myself in sorrow: let him not spare;

For ¢I have not concealed the words of / the Holy One. .
11 What, is my strength, that I should hope? s
And what 2 mine end, that I should prolong my life ?
12 Is my strength the strength of stones?—or s my flesh lof

brass ?

13 Is not my help in me ?—and is wisdom driven quite from me ?

14 29T0 him that is afflicted pity should be shewed from his friend ;

¢ Prov.17.17,

But he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty.

15 *My brethten have dealt deceitfully gs a brook,
And *as the stream of brooks they pass away ;
16 Which are blackish by reason of the ice,

And wherein the snow is hid :

k Ps. 38, 11,
&41.9.
§ Jer, 15, 18,

17 What time they wax warm, 3they vanish :
4When it is hot, they are °consumed out of their place.
18 The paths of their way are turned aside;

They go to nothing, and perish.
19 The troops of ¥*Tema looked,

The companies of !Sheba waited for them.

3 Heb. they are cut off.
+ Heb. in the heat thereof.

1 Heb. brasen?
2 Heb. To him that melteth.

k Gen, 25.15.
11Kin.10.1.
Ps. 72. 10.

5 Heb. extinguished. gaz"k- 27.22,

10. hardenmyself...concealed ] Better, ““ex-
ult”...““denied.”’” The meaning may be more
clearly® expressed : 80 would it still be my
comfort, and in the midst of my unsparing
anguish would I exult that I have not de-
nied (i.e., renounced) the words of the Hol
One. This comfort is not merely that deat!
will end his trouhles, but that to the last he
has_the consciousness of having kept the
faith, The words of the Holy Onc are the
commands of God, however made known to

man.

11-18. Job rejects the hope suggested by
Eliphaz (v. 15-17), and will not listen to the
possibility of restoration.

11. that I should prolong my life] Lit.
““ that I should stretch out my spirit,” d.e.
look forward with patience. Job sees no
end to which he can possibly look forward
with any hope, save that of dissolution.

Rather, Am I not helpless? And
is not soundness driven out from me?
The word rendered ‘‘ wisdom ” is that ren-
dered ‘‘enterprise” in v. 12 (see note);
this hgs been driven out by the terrors set in
array against Job (v. 4).

14-30. Job, having disposed of the argu-
mentd Wged by Eliphaz, now attacks his
friends, first for their neglect of the first
duty of friends, compassion for the afflicted
(14-21) ; and then for their failure in argu-
ment,

14. The, latter clause of the verse means
either ‘“ should he forsake the fear of the
Almighty,” or ‘lest he forsake:” <.
friends should above all things soothe a
man’s feelings lest he be driven to despera-
tion. The word fof *“ afflicted” is very gra-
phic; it means ““melted down, ¥(see marg.).

15-20, The imagery of this passage is

taken from a land intersected by deep wadys
dry in summer, and filled suddenly after
storms by torrents from neighbouring
heights. This corresponds most exactly
with the descriptions of the Hauran, The
simile is remarkably complete : when little
needed the torrent overflows, when needed
it disappears: in winter it does not fer-
tilize, in summer it is dried up: nor is it
merely useless; it deceives, alluring the
traveller by the appearance of verdure, pro-
mising refreshment, and giving none. Such
were the friends of Job with their noisy
grief and vehement gesticulations, and the
absence of genuine sympathy, Cp. Isai.
lviii. 11.

16. UYlackish] The winter is
sharp in the Hauran, when
channels are filled with dark turbid

rents.

i hid] A true and graphic expression for
the dissolving snow. . . .

17. consumed] Or, are dried up, lit. asin
the margin, * extinguished.” Cp. xviii. 5, 6.

18. The paths &c.] i.e. the torrent winds
a tortuous course, part of it is dried up at
once, part finds its way into the desert,
where it speedily evaporates and vanishes.
Modern commentators ienera.lly adopt a
different rendering : *the caravans turn
aside from their way, diverge, that is, from
the regular track, in order to supply them-
selves with water from the wady, but
ﬁnéling it empty, they go up into the desert,
an rish.’

19. The troops] The caravans. Temsa
and Sheba may represent travellers from
opposite quarters ;yall perish alike when
drawn out of their Py by the false appear-
ance of water. Tema was a tribe in the

enerally
t%e deep
tor-
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= Jer. 14.3. 20 They were ™confounded because they had hoped ;
They came thither, and were ashamed.

» ch. 13. 4.
©Ps, 38, 11,

21 !'For now *ye are 2nothing; .
Ye see my casting down, and °are afraid.

22 Did I say, Bring unto me ?

Or, Give a reward for me of your substance ?
23 Or, Deliver me from the enemy’s hand ?

Or, Redeem me from the hand of the mighty ?

24 Teach me, and I will hold my tongue:
And cause me to understand wherein I have erred;
25 How fortible are right evords !
But what doth your arguing reprove ?
26 Do ye imagine to reprove words, Lo
Axnd the spoeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind *
27 Yea, 3ye overwhelm the fatherless,

» Ps, 57. 6.

And ye dig a pit for your friend.

28 Now therefore be content, look upon me;
For it s ‘evident unto you if I lie.

2 ch. 17. 10,

29 ¢Return, I pray you, let it not bo iniquity;

Yea, return again, my righteousness s 1n it.
30 Is there iniquity in my tongue ?
Cannot ®my taste discern perverse things ? ‘

@ ch. 14. 5,
4,

Ps. 39. 4.
1 Or, For now ye arelike
to them. Heb. toit.
3 Heb. not,

Crap. 7. IS there not 7¢an appointed time to man upon earth ?
Are not his days also like the days of an hireling ?
3 Heb. ye cause to fall

upon.
4 Heb. before your face.

6 Heb. my palat4 ch.12
11. & 34. 3.
7 Or, a warfure.

5 That i8, in this matter.

northern district of the Arabian desert, de-
scended from Tema, a son of Ishmael (marg.
ref.). The caravans of the Ishmaelites were
in constant communication with Egypt (see
Gen. xxxvii. 25). On Sheba see i. 15 note.

20. were ashamed] The caravans were
ashamed to have been misled, as Job was
ashamed to have calculated upon comfort
from his friends.

1. ye are nothing] i.e. ‘“ ye are come to
nought, like the dried-up torrent.” 'This is
better than the rendering in the margin.

24, Job demands that since his friends
have neither helped nor comforted him,
they should at least point out in what his
assumed guilt consisted.

26. arguing] Or, ““reproving.” What doth
your reproving reprove ? What is it that
ye reprove who reprove me? What is the
point at which your accusation is aimed ?

268. and the speeches &c.] Or, but the
words of the despairing are for the wind.
‘Words wrung from a man in a desperate
condition had, as Job would argue, no
bearing upon the question of his guilt : they
followed, and could not therefore have pro-
voked, the visitation; they were merely
uttered to the wind, borne away by it, and
left no trace.

. Yea, ye overwhelm] Rather, Even on
the orphan would ye cast lots: z.c. ye are
pitiless as creditors who take the children
of a debtor after his d&th (see 2 K. iv. 1),
casting lqts for their several shares,

dig a pit] Or, more probably, ‘ ye traflic,”
7.e. ““make gain over a friend,” turning his
misery to profit, as an occasion for uttering
wise saws, and thus ministering to your own
self-righteousness,

28. Or, And now do but look at me ; for
I surely shall not lie to your face. The
exY’ression is thoroughly characteristic of
Job, conscious of his integrity, and believing
that no one could look at him stedfastly
and distrust him.

29. let it mot be iniquity] Or, let there
not be iniquity (unfairness and dishonesty)
in your judgment. The latter clause may
mean, try me over and over again, and you
will but find me guiltless® in the matter,
Another reading, however, *‘ And my an-
swer—still there is righteousness in 1t ”—
gives a sense well adapted to the context.

80. my taste] The meaning is, my sense of
right and wrong is not so far perverted that
I cannot discern what is absoiutelfwtcked.

perverse things) Or, *“wickedness;” the
Hebrew word, which occurs frequently in
the, Psalms, denotes utter and absolute
wickedness ; wickedness that causes de-
struction. Others render the word ** cala.
mity,” as in v, 2.

1L, This chapter marks another stage
in the development of Job’s innermost feel-
ings. First (w. 1-10) he repudiates alto-
f&ther the hope of a possible restoration to

e; and tlen, claiming the right of un-
qualified complaining (v». 11-21), enters
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& As a servant learnestly desireth the shadow,
And as an hireling looketh for the reward of his work :

3 So am I made to possess ®months of vanity,
And wearisome nights are appointed to me.

4 *When I lie down, I say,

‘When shall T arise, and ?the night be gone ?
And I am full of tossings to and fro

Unto the dawning of the day.

5 My flesh is 4clothed witl worms and clods of dust;
l\i{}r skin is broken, and become loathsome.
6 My days aro swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,

And are shent without hope.
7 O remember that /my life 4s wind :
Mine eye ¥shall no more *see good.

8 ¢The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more :
Thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.
9 As tho cloud is consumed and vanisheth away :
So Ahe that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. &
10 He shall return no more to his house, g
Neither shall his place know him any more. 5

11 Therefore T will #not refrain my mouth ;

I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;

I 'will ‘complain in the bitterness of my soul.
12 Am I a sea, or a whale,—that thou settest a watch over me ?
13 ' When 1 say, My bed shall comfort me,

My couch shall case my complaint ;

1 Heh. gapeth after.
2 Heb. the evening be mea-
sured ?

3 Heh. shall not refurn.
4 to sece, that is, to enjoy.

b See ch. 29.
2.

¢ Deut.28.67.
ch.17. 12,

dIsai, 14. 11,

¢ch.9. 25.
& 18, 22.

30 “pp FiHipy

B
BopsFiE
Qo

m
k)

5 That is, I can liwe mo
longer. *

into direct expostulation with God. Job's
fault is that of a man who fears and loves
God, yet cannot understand His ways.

1. an appointed time] A time of service :
specially, but notexclusively military service,
to which a man is bound for an appointed
time (cp. marg. ref.). Job argues that when
the limits of life are reached, and the ap-
pointed work is done, a man may be jus-
tified in longing for the rest of the grave.

2. earnestly &c.] Or, longeth for the
shadow, perhaps of eventide, bringing at
once rest and refreshment.

8. months of vanity] The leprosy in its
worst form la8ts for years, consuming the
frame gradually, but without cessation until
death comes.

4.0 The extreme suffering at night is
noted as specially characteristic of elephan-

iasis.
5. A% exact description of the sym(s)toms
of the disease. Maggots breed rapidly in
the mouldering flesh ; rough clods are
formed by the dry swollen skin. When
fully formed, the lumps burst, the skin falls
off in masses, and the body is covered by
discharge.

i8 broken and become loathsomc) Stiffens
and bursts again. The first word denotes
violent contractioy, the latter, purulent dis-

charge.
8, gNc:» stronger expressions%an be found

to express the certainty that death will be
followed by no restoration to life in this
world ; but the conviction does not touch
the question of life with and in God in
another world ; a question still to be raised,
and, once raised, as surely solved.

9. the rmu'e}1 Or, Sheol, the world below,
the world of the departed (cp. Gen, xxxvii.
35). It is important to keep in mind that
this word is distinguished from the grave.

10. The Egyptians believed, that if a
man were justified in Hades, and had
learned thoroughly certain chapters of the
Ritual during life, he would have power to
come forth any day at his wish and ““return
to his own house.”

12. Job complains that he, capable of
understanding and obeying an appeal to
conscience, should be dealt with as the sea
and its monsters, kept only from ravaging
the earth by fixed laws or severe restraint.
The word ““sea” is specially used of the
Nile (Isai. xix. 5), whose overflowing was
carefully watched, and, though most v{el_-
come, was confined by cfykes and reservoirs:
and the word for ‘‘whale” (tannin)is applied
frequently to the crocodile, the recognized
type of fierce and untameable monsters.
Tanem is in fact an Egﬁma.n word with a
similar meaning (see Exod. vii. 9 note). The
constant referenca to Egyptian imagery in
this Book should be noted. .
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¢ 14 Then thou scarest me with dreams,
And terrifiest me through visions:
15 So that my soul chooseth strangling,
And death rather *than my life.
sch.10.1. 16 »I loathe ¢t ; I would not live alway:
° ch. 10. 20. °Let me alone; for Pmy days are vanity.
4148 o 17 9What s man, that thou shouldest magnify him ?
» Ps. 62,9, And that thou shouldest set thine hgart upon him ?
¢Ps.8.4.& 18 And that thou shouldest visit him every morning,
ol 6. And try him every moment ?
19 How long wilt thou not depart from me, «
Nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle ?
rps. 36.6. 20 I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, 7O thou preserver of
men ?
s ch. 16, 12. ‘Why *hast thou set me as a mark against thee,
ﬁ;nz.lé 2 So t{mt I am a burden to myself ?
) 21 And why dost thou not pardon my transgression,
And take away mine iniquity ?
For now shall I sleep in the dust;
And thou shalt seck me in the morning, but I sall not be.
Crap. 8. THEN answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,
eGen. 15,25, 2 How long wilt thou speak these things 2 .
Deut. 32. 4. ‘And how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind ?
2Chr.19.7. 3 eDoth God pervert judgment ?
f)ha‘,?f‘,fzf,}?' Or doth the Almighty pervert justice ?
Rom. 3. 5. 1 Heb. than my bones.

14. Melancholy dreams are common
symptoms in elephantiasis.

15. strangling] The sensation of choking
or suffocation is also noted as a symptom
of the disease. Job prefers even this suf-
fering to the misery of such dreams.

my life] my bones, as in the margin; that
is, this worn-out frame, this mere skeleton
of my former self.

16. let me alone] Or, cease from me, de-

from me : a great word, which implies
that the continuance of life depends on God’s
Presence ; that withdrawn, comes death
(see Ps. civ. 29).
are vanity] Or, a mere breath, a passing

apour.

. il I swallow down &c.] A proverbial

expression, common in Arabic, for a moment

of time, equivalent to *‘ the twinkling of an

eye.” It may be here suggested by the

feeling of suffocation in elephantiasis (see
v, 15 note).

20, 21. The last objection is dealt with
here : —*‘ Granted that I have committed
some sin, what then? Is it in my power
now to make any compensation, to live and
act for God’s service?

20. a mark] A butt or target at which the
‘“ arrows of the Almighty” (vi. 4) are aimed.
a burden to myself
As though I were a burden to Thee,” an
object which God would fain cast off : but
the reading and tmnsla.tign of cur A.V. are
probably correct.

21, Job, conscious of integrity and piety,

s

nother reading is, 26

cannot understand why he should be an
object of God’s wrath, why his sins of in-
firmity should not be pardoned. He and
his friends alike falsely regarded his afflic-
tions as indications of God’s displeasure ;
they at once concluding that his refusal to
submit proved radical unsoundness, while
he is driven to utter perplexity and hope-
lessness. The solution of the problem in-
volved two conditions: first, the certainty
that all punishments falling on God’s true
servants are directed by His wisdom and
controlled by His power ; and, secondly, the
knowledge of a future state, in which the
living Redeemer will rectify all inequalities.
Each step in the discussion brings the ne-
cessity of such a solution nearer.

in the morning] The idiom simply ex-
presses earnest or careful seeking (Prov.
vili. 17). It does not refer to the, last

day.

VIIIL. The argument of Bildad rests u%gn
the same principle as that of Eliphtz.© He
(72, 1-7) assumes the guilt of Job’s children,
and the future restoration of the patriarch
on the supposition of his innocence.

2. like a_strong wind] Rather, for the
words of thy mouth are a strqug wind,
violent and unreasoning : an allusion to vi.
8. Bildad draws out the thought which
underlay Job’s complaintg, or followed from
them logically. *‘Judgthent” denotes the
act, *‘justidh” the principle. Cp. marg.
reff,
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4 3¥f >thy children have sinned against him,
And he hath cast them away 'for their transgression ;
5 ¢If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes,
And make thy supplication to the Almighty;
6 If thou®wert pure and upright ;
Surely now he would awake for thee,
And make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous.
7 Though thy beginning was small,
Yet thy latter end should greatly increase.
8 ¢Fqr enquire, I pray thee, of the former age,
And prepare thyself to the search of their fathers:
9 (For “we are but of yesterday, and know ?nothing,
ecause our days upon earth are a shadow :)
10 Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee,
And utter words out of their heart ?
11 Can the rush grow up without mire ?
Can the flag grow without water? .
12 /Whilst it 48 yet in his greenness, and not cut down,
It withereth before any other herb.
13 So are the paths of all that forget God ;
And the “hypocrite’s hope shall perish :
14 Whose hope shall be cut off,
And %whose trust shall be 3a spider’s web
15 *He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand :

25
b ch31.5,18.

¢ ch. 5. 8.
&11.18.
& 22,23, &c.

d Deut. 4. 32.
&32.7.

ch. 15. 18.

¢ Gen. 47. 9.
1Chr. 29. 15,
ch. 7. 6.

Ps. 39. 5.
&144. 4.

s Ps. 129. 6.
Jer. 17, 6.

9 ch. 11. 20.

Ho shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure.

»
1 Heb. in the hand of their
transgrexsion.

2 Heb. not.

3 Heb. a spider’s house,
1sai. 59. 5, 6.

4. for their transgression] Sce the marg.
rendering ; 7.e. God abandoned them to the
consequences of their guilt : perhaps a re-
ference to i. 19.

5. “Thou” is emphatic; it marks the
contrast between Job and his children.

T'wo just conditions of restoration are
proposed in this and the following verse :
prayer to God and Persnnal innocence : but
the proposal implies that Job had not
prayed in a spirit of submission, and the
destruction of his children involved suffer-
ing, incompatible, in Bildad's mind, with
the supposition of Job’s innocence.

6. awake for thee] The waking up for de-
fence of the righteous is frequent?y attri-
buted to God (cp. Ps. xxxv. 23).

7. Job’s former estate, great as it really
was, would be but small compared with that
t(_) which he would be raised on his restora-

ion.

8-18* §n appeal to antiquity in proof that
God never abandons the righteous or gives

ermanent prosperity to the evil-doers.

ildad quotes ol(i sayings, which may have
been preserved by oral tradition: but in-
scriptions and papyri inculcating moral
lessons existed in Iggypf. at a much earlier
age than that of Job, or even of Abraham ;
and Bildad’s speech indicates special fami-
liarity with Egypt (see . 11 note).

8. prepare thyself &c. Or, attend to the
research of their fathers; s.epthe inves-
tigations of those who in length of days

and wisdom far transcended their descend-
ants.

9. a shadow] Cp. xiv. 2; Ps, cii, 11. The
reason for the inferiority of Job’s contempo-
raries in experience and wisdom is found in
the longevity of the early patriarchal age.

10. out of their heart] The seat of deep
convictions founded on sound knowledge :
as contrasted with those of Job (2. 2).

11. The words ‘‘rush,” “‘grow,” and
““flag ” here and elsewhere used in connex-
ion with Egypt, are Egyptian, and the
proverb is probably Egyptian.

The points of comparison are two; the
luxuriant growth of the water-plants, and
their sudden and complete decay ; having
no substance in themselves, they perish in-
stantly when the water is_withdrawn. So
the heaviest calamities of Job were not the
result of human agencies but of a Divine
visitation.

18, are the paths] More probably, nccord’;
ing to another reading :—*is the latter end.

hypocrite] The word, frequent in Job (see
marg. reff.), means rather a profane, god-
less man. .

14. web] rather house; a comparison of
sudden prosperity resting on no secure
foundation. The next verse brings out
another point of resemblance with ob in
the desperate and useless struggles of the
creature to keep together its shattered domi-
cile, b

.
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26 JOB. VIIL IX.
« 16 He is green before the sun,
And his branch shooteth forth in his garden.
17 His roots are wrapped about the heap,
And seeth the place of stones.
¢ch.7.10. 18 iIf he destroy him from his place,
& 20. 9. Then it shall deny him, saying, 1 have not seen thee.
Ps.37.36. 19 Behold, this is the joy of his way,
t Pg. 113. 7. And ¥*out of the earth shall otherg grow.
20 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man,
Neither will he *help the evil doers :
21 Till ho fill thy mouth with laughing,—and th® lips with *re-
oicing.
1Pps,. 2520, 22 The; that %mte thee shall be ‘clothed with shame;
& 100. 20. And the dwellingplace of the wicked shall como to nought.
Cmar. 9. THEN Job answered and said,
2 1 know <¢ 78 so of a truth :
@ Ps, 143. 2. But how should “man be just 4with God ?
Rom.3.20. 3 If he will contend with him,
He cannot answer him one of a thousand.
ben 3g. 5. 4 2Heds wise in heart, and mighty in strength:
‘Who hath hardened %imself against him, and hath prospered ?
5 Which removeth the mountains, and they know not :
‘Which overturneth them in his anger.
cIsei. 2.19, 6 Which °shaketh the earth out of her place,
A oo And ¢the pillars thercof tremble.
Hop 3296 7 Which commandeth the sun, and it riscth not ;
¢ ch. 26. 11. And secaleth up the stars.
1 ak w y by 2 . shoutin joy.
53‘)/;(;::(?8 the ungodly by 3 ggg le;lt ngt.ﬁt“]oy

16. The hypocrite is here compared to a
parasitical weed, green, full of sap at sun-
rise, spreading itself rapidly over its garden.

17 Or, Its roots are twined about a heap,
it seeth a house of stones. The weed is
rooted in a heap of stones, in which it seems
to have a perfectly safe home, a house of
stones (contrast note, ». 14).

18. he}i.e. God. Destruction comessooner
or later upon the nseless and noisome weed.

from his pluce] Cp. the words of Job in
vii. 10.

it shall deny him] As though the very
stones were ashamed of their occupant ; it
was a disgrace to the place where it grew.

19. Such is the result of its triumphant
career. Removal is needed to make way
for a better race.

20. help the evil doers] Or, as in margin ;
God will not hold them up firmly, though He
may leave them for a season in a state of
apparent F'osperity.

1. Till ke fill] i.e. If Job be perfect (».
20, cp. i. 1) then God will not leave him till
He fill &e.

IX. 2. of a trutk] i.e. Of course I do not
Pretend to be able to prove that God is un-
Jjust or that I am just.

8. If hewill contend] Or, If a man should
desire to contend wit Him. If man should
wish toplead his own cause, he will not be

able to meet one out of a thousand charges,
which infinite wisdom might adduce, and
infinite power would punisg. Job thus ad-
mits a relative and inherent injustice or
sinfulness in himself, but only that which
he:-has in common with his fellow-men,
thereby vindicating himself from the charge
of special guilt, supposed to be demonstrated
by his terrible punishment.

§-13. In this grand description of God's
majesty Job’s immediate object is to estab-
lish the utter hopelessness of attempts to
explain and vindicate His ways.

. and they know not] i.e. the m-urtains
are removed suddenly and unexpectedly, as
by an earthquake. °

in his anger] An insinuation unjust and
dangerous. To look on natural phenomena,
of which the causes are hidden@ag indica-
tions of special emotions in the Godhead,
is to open the way for erroneous conceptions
of God’s dealings with His creatures,

8. pillars] 'Ehe vast mountain-ranges,
whose roots are regarded as thg foundation
of continents, and on whose summits the
firmament appears to rest.

7. the sun] The Hebrew word is archaic,
and occurs rarely.

riseth not] Rather, ®¢shineth not;” the
Heb. applts specially to the ligl;t of the sun.

sealeth up] With dense clouds.
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8 sWhich alone spreadeth out the heavens,
And treadeth upon the 'waves of the sea.
9 /Which maketh ?Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades,

And the chambers of the south.

10 9 WhicR doeth great things past finding out ;

Yea, and wonders without number.

11 *Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not:
He passeth on also, but I pgreeive him not.

12 tBehold, he taketh away, *who can hinder him ?
Who will say unto him, What doest thou ?

13 1f God will mot withdraw his anger,

¥The ‘proud helpers do stoop under
14 How much less shall I answer him,

IX. 27

¢ Geh. 1.6,
Ps. 104.2, 3.

J Gen. 1.16.
ch.38.31,&c.
Amos 5. 8.

o Ps.71.15.

% ch. 23. 8,0,
&35, 14,

i Igai. 45. 9.

Jer. 18. 6.
Rom. 9. 20.

. % Isai. 30. 7.

And choose out my words to reason with him ?

15 ! Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer,

i ch. 10. 15,

But I would make supplication to my judge.
16 If I had called, and he had answered me;
Yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice.

17 For ho breakcth me with a tempest,

And multiplieth my wounds ™without cause.
18 He will not suffer me to take my breath,

But filleth me with bitterness.

19 If I'%pcak of strength, lo, /e is strong :
And 1f of judgment, who shall set mo a time fo plead ?

? Heb. heights.
% Heb, sah, Cesil,
Cimah.

and away ? ch. 11. 10.

9. Arcturvs] The constellation called ““the
Bear.”

Orion] The original word (Cesil) means
“fool.” There may be an allusion in it to the
old mythological tradition, which probably
represented the leader of rebellion against
God as suspended in heaven, bound in
chains, an object of scorn and of warning to
the Universe.

Pleiades] The Hebrew, as also the modern
Arabic, name for this constellation means a
heap or group of stars.

chambers of the south] The vast spaces and
constellations of the southern heavens.

10. Job accepts and repeats the words of
Eliphaz (v. 9), but not with the conclusion.
God’s unsearchaldeness does not in his mind
justify the assertion of the absolute recti-
tude of His judgments, if this life be taken
as the whole; 1t simply makes discussion
useless. '

11. he passeth on also] Again the words of
Elipha? (3. 15), but Job receives no answer
or intimation; all is dark, fathomless, and
inexplicable in the divine visitation.

13, Rather, God withdraweth not His
wrath, the helpers of Rahab are prostrate
under Him, The most probable explana-
tion of the last clause is that Job refers (as
in xxvi. 12, 13) to the ancient belief that a
monstrous being was overthrown together
with his helpers in g struggle against God.
This belief, common To the E; jan and the
oldgst Indian traditions, and(.}?;? by nations
which from the remotest period were separ-

3 Heb. who can turn him

4 Heb. helpers of pride, or,
strenyth.

ated from each other, is more or less a dis-
torted reminiscence of the earliest revela-
tion to manj; nor is there any reason to
suppose that Job derived it from any
source but that of patriarchal tradition.
Others take Rahab as the name of a con-
stellation, and the cause to represent the
punishment of the monster, fastened like
Orion to heaven.

15. my judye] Or, “my adversary” ; the
person who contends with me in judgment.
Job means that, were he conscious of per-
fect innocence, the might and wisdom of his
adversary would leave him no option but
supplication (cp. viii. 5).

16. The meaning is : “If God really an-
swered my appeal, and permitted me to
plead my cause against Him, I could not
rely upon His hearing me ; for that wqyld in-
volve an inconceivable condescension.” Job
trenches on the grievous sin of imputing to
God a real disregard of justice (r. 17). Such
words must be taken as partly the wander-
ings of a maddened and embittered spirit
(vi. 3), partly as the struggles of a perplexed
mind. “ls it

19. The verse probably means :— " s'l“h&

uestion of strength, who is mighty? (The

Imighty answers) Behold ! 2t 8 1. Is it'a»
%estion of judgment? (God again speaks),

: int Me a day?”
%_wnll}&gﬂp&mﬁhe certain trath that all

men are guilty in God’s sight, Job draws
the false inference &at good and bad are
involved in one condemnation, .
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‘ 201 justifly myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me:

If 1 say,

am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.

21 Though I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul:

1 would despise my life.

* 22 This 18 one thing, therefore I said i,

n Eccles. 9,
2, 8.
Ezek. 21. 3.

»He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked.
23 If the scourge slay suddenly,

He will laugh at the trial of the janocent.
24 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked :

©°2 Sam. 15,
30.

°He covereth the faces of the judges thereof ;
Ifnot, where, and who 1s he ?

&19. 4.
';eli; 1} 4. . 25 Now Pmy days are swifter than a post:
¢h-7.6,7. " They flee away, they see no good.
26 They are passed away as the !?swift ships:
¢Hab. 1. 8. 9 As the eagle that hasteth to the prey.
vch.7.18. 27 rTf I say, I will forget my complaint,
T will leave off m gea.viness, and comfort myself :

+ Ps.119.120,
t Ex. 20, 7.

28 ¢I am afraid of a

my SOITOws,
I know that thou *wilt not hold me innocent.

29 If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain?

v Jer. 2. 22.

30 »If T wash myself with snow water,

And make my hands never so clean;
31 Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch,

« Eccles. 6.
10.

Isai. 45. 9.
Jer. 49. 19.

Rom. 9. 20. ! Heb. ships of desire.

2 Or, ships of Ebeh.

And mine own clothes shall 3abhor me.
32 For )¢ is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him,
€

3 Or, make me to be abhoryed.

20. mine own mouth] i.e. God would detect
flaws in any arguments I might use, and
indications or proofs of guilt in any asser-
tions of innocence.

21. The verse may be understood to
mean :—*‘I am guiltless; my integrity is an
immoveable fact. I understand not my
own feelings, my own nature; I care not
for myself ; Iam indifferent to any punish-
ment which may be inflicted upon me; I
abhor my life. It seems a state of mind
incompatible with faith in God, but it
does but bring Job nearer to the only
true solution of the problem (1 Cor. xv.
19). Holy Scripture knows nothing of
that stoic grandeur of self-reliance which
can dispense with the assurance of God’s
love.

22. This i3 one thing] i.e. It is one and the
same thing with all ; there is no difference
whether a man be innocent or not, A terri-
ble statement, but one which cannot be
gainsaid, without reference to a future com-
pensation.

23. If the scourge slay suddenly] i.e. If
pestilence, famine, or war, fall suddenly on
a land, destroying at once the guilty and
the innocent.

the trial] i.c. not the ‘distress,” but the
perplexity, the temptation which besets
them to question God’s goodness and wis-
dom. Jerome says truly, ‘‘ there is in the
whole Book nothing Marsher than this;” it
is an outbreak of unutterable woe.

24. he covereth] So that they cannot dis-
cern between good and evil.

The second clause should be rendered,
If it be not He, who then is it?

25-35. In his misery there comes (not in-
deed a hope, but) an aspiration for a MEDI-
ATOR.

26. post] Lit. ““a runner,” i.e. couriers
who convey despatches in the desert with
proverbial rapidity. (Cp, 2 Chron. xxx. 6
note).

26. swift ships] Lit. *‘ ships of Ebeh,” i.c.
probably * of reed,” such as were used com-
monly in Egypt, and were famed for their
speed (cp. Is. xviii. 2).

Job thus uses three simjles to describe his
condition. The swift runner by land, the
swift bark by water, the eagle swooping
upon its prey.

21. my heaviness] Lit. ‘“my faces,’ that is,
m}ég]oomy, downeast looks.

. If I be wicked] Rather, I am to be
guilty, 7.c. no other result but condemna-
tion is to be looked for ; guilty or innocent,
I must be convicted, why then take trouble ?

30. The last words should be rendered,
‘ and make my hands clean with lye,” i.c.
potash (cp. Isal. i. 25; Jer. ii. £2).

81. shall abhor me] Job represents him-
self as thoroughly cleansed by his own con-
science, but then cast by the Divine power
and wisdom into a feul pit, an object so
loathsomegthat his own garments refuse to
clothe him again,
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¢#ind we should come together in judgment. s
33 ¥Neither is there 'any 2daysman betwixt us, ¥ ver. 19.
That might lay hishand upon us both. 18am. 2. 25.
34 2Let him take his rod away from me, ®ch. 13. 20,
And let not his fear terrify me: 1, 22,

35 1'hen would I speak, and not fear him ;—3but ¢ 4s not g0 with mo. %:3597. ‘10,
Crmar. 10. MY ¢soul is “weary of my life; a1 Kin.10.4.
1 will leave my complaint s1pon myself ; ch. 7. 16,

*T will speak in the bitterness of my soul. opant e
2 I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; B
Shédw me wherefore thou contendest with me.
38 Is it good unto thee that thou shoulde8t oppress,
That thou shouldest despise *the work of thine hands,
And shine upon the counsel of the wicked ?
4 Hast thou eyes of flesh P—or ¢seest thou as man sceth ? ¢ 18am.16.7.
5 Are thgr days as the days of man P—are thy yearsas man’s days,
6 That thou enquirest after mine iniquity,
And searchest after my sin ?
7 ¢Thou knowest that 1 am not wicked ; d Ps, 139,
And there s none that can deliver out of thine hand. 5,2
8 ¢Thine hands “have made me e Ps. 119, 73.
And fashioned me together round about;
Yet%hou dost destroy me.
9 Remember, I beseech thee, that fthou hast made mo as the clay; 7Gen.2.7.
And wilt thou bring me into dust again ? &30
10 9Hast thou not poured me out as milk, 0P, Yo,
And curdled me like cheese ? 14, 15, 16.

11 Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh,

4 Or, cut offwhile I live.

5 Heb. the labour of thine
hands, Ps, 138. 8, Isai.
64. 8.

1 Heb.onethat shouldargue.

2 QOr, umpire.

3 Heb. but I am not so with
myself.

6 Heb. Itiswupon thy know-
ledye.
7 Hel. took pains about

me,

82-33. Two conditions are stated, with- fourfold ground that he is God’s creature,
out which true justice between God and that God cannot be subject to human infir-
man is impossible. God must become man; mities, that He knows Job’s innocence, and
or, there must be a mediator between both, that no other deliverer is conceivable.

1. T will leave] Or, “I will let loose my

regresenting both, and fully empowered to ] . ;
arbitrate between them. For Christians complaintover myself;”7.e. “I willsa w}llat
or

the most striking feature of this Book is
that it expresses the truest yearnings of the
heart which are satisfied by the Saviour.

83. daysman] i.c. an umpire, empowered
to decide the caise by mutual consent and
““to lay hands,” with authority to enforce
the sentence and to compel submission.
‘We know that ‘“God hath committed all
judEment to the Son,”’ and that “‘because He
is the Son of man;” this fulfilled an aspira-
tion whidh was a true though unconscious
prophecy.

or ““neither ” the LXX. read *would

that there were ” &c.

84. Or, Who would remove His rod from
me, 80 that.His fear should not terrify me?
This suits the context, and represents truly
the work of the Daysman.

35. The latter clause is better rendered in
the margin, 7.e. **I ag not such a man in my

-own consciousness.”  Cp. 1 Cor,iv. 4.
X, 1-7. Job pleads for justice, on the

my grief prompts without restraint.’
“myself,” the LXX. has “on Him,” i.c.
“I will give free course to my complaint
concerning Him,” .

8. Job condenses three charges in this
single verse; oppression of the innocent,
disregard of His own work (cp. v 8), and
success granted to evildoers (cp. ix. 24).

4, The two words *‘flesh” and ““man,
are specially used to express human infir-
mity.

7.y Thou knowest] Or, Although Thou
knowest. A man who realizes God’s know-
ledge of his heart, and finds in it a support
and ground of confidence, and who, at the
same time, looks for no other .del’l,verer,
“has the root of the matter in him.” Cp.
John xxi. 15-17. .

10. The formation of the embryo is a
mystery on which the Hebrew dwells with
a deep and reverentisl awe (cp. marg. reff.)
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And hast 'fenced me with bones and sinews.
12 Thou hast granted me life and favour,
And thy visitation hath preserved my spirit.
13 And these things hast thou hid in thine heart:
I know that this 48 with thee.
2 Ps, 130.1. 14 If I sin, then #thou markest me,
And thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity.
¢Isai. 8.1 15 If I be wicked, *woe unto me;
kch, 9,12 ¥ And +f I be righteous, yet will I not 1ift up my head.
}%8”2’52118 I am full of confusion ; therefore !see thou mine affliction,:
e Isni, 88 16 For it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a fierce ¢ion :
13. And again thou shewest thyself marvellous upon me.
Lam.3.10. 17 Thou renewest thy witnesses against me,
And increasest thine indignation upon me;
Changes and war are against me.
wch.3.11. 18 » Wherefore then hast thou brought me forth out of the womb ?
Oh that I had given up the ghost, and no eye had scen me !
19 I should have been as thougi I had not been;
I should have been carried ifrom the womb to the grave.
°Beech.7. 20 °Adre not my days few ? Pcease then,
816 And 9let me alone, that T may take comfort a little,
Ps. 99.5. 21 Before I go whence I shall not return, .
L. 3088 * Even to the land of darkness ¢and the shadow of death ;
19. " 22 A land of darkness, as darkness itself ;
:E: 233 12- And of the shadow of death, without any order, .

And where the light 7s as darkness.

Cmap. 11. THEN answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,
2 Should not the multitude of words be answered ?
And should %a man full of talk be justified *

1 Heb. hedged.

2 That is, thy plagues, Ruth 1. 21.

3 Heb. a man of lips.

11. fenced me] Rather, woven me; just
as we use the word ‘‘ texture” or ‘‘muscu-
lar tissue.”

12. favour] Loving and providential care.
Job is speaking of his former state of tem-
poral happiness, which he attributes wholly
to God’s favour.

18. hid in thine heart] As though all the
favour were a mere semblance.

48] Rather, ‘“was.”” Job is speaking of

the past; even when life and happiness were
given, the purpose of taking both away was
with God.
14. Or, If I sinned, then Thou didst
watch me, and wouldest not cleanse me
from mine iniquity. The words represent
a struggle between the consciousness of sin,
which Job never disguises, and the feeling
that the sin, not being wilful, was not suffi-
cient to account for his sufferings.

16. therefore sce thou mine affliction] An
ejaculatory prayer in accordance with other
intimations of inner life. It may, however,
be rendered, ¢ full of confusion, and seeing

my misery;” like Him of Whom Job was a
typ%, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief.

16. For it increaseth] Rather, Andshould
my head (from ». 15)dift itself up, Thou
wouldst hunt me like a lion watching the

least movements of its prey, and prepared
to rush upon it when it should stir. Or,
‘““Yet as a lion, which springs up, Thou
huntest me.”” 'The next clause is in the
same tone, ‘‘and again, Thou wouldst deal
marvellously with me,” i.e. inflict marvel-
lous and inexplicable plagues.

17. Or, Thou wonlgst call up new wit-
nesses against me; that is calamities which
would be regarded as attesting guilt.

changes and war] i.c. host upon host.
God is to Job first an inexerable judge, then
a bitter enemy taking advantage of every
opportunity, and now the King of terrors,
sending all His forces against him.

21, 22. The utter blankness of & death
without sensation, followed by no awaken-
ing, was first to be realized, in order taat the
mind might, in its recoil, grasp the hope of
immortality. Contrast 1 ﬂt i. 8.

XI. First discourse of Zophar the Naama-
thite. He pursues the same line of argu-
ment with the dprevious speakers, but with
less dignity and earnestness thin Eliphaz,
less vigour and ingenuity than Bildad. The
assertion that were the truth made known
Job’s punishment would prove to be even
less than his crime, is #e only new point in
his discourse. |
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3 Should thy lies make men hold their peace ?
nd when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed ?

4 For *thou hast said, My doctrine s pure,

And I am clean in thine eyes.

@ ch. 8. 10,
&10. 7.

5 But oh.that God would speak,—and open his lips against thee;
6 And that he would shew thee the secrgts of wiie;zi)om,ga
That they are double to that which is!

Know therefore that *God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity

deserveth. >

7 ¢Canst thou by searching find out God ?
Canbt thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ?

b Ezra 9. 13,

¢ Eccles. 3.
11.

8 It 78 2as high as heaven; what canst thou do ? Rom. 11. 33.
Decper than hell ; what canst thou know P
9 The measure thereof is longer than the earth, dch. 9. 12,
And broader than the sea. g12.08,
10 ¢If he 3cut off, and shut up, or gather together, e Ps.10. 11,
Then 4who can hinder him ? .22
11 For the knoweth vain men : &94.11
He seeth wickedness also ; will he not then consider it 2 7 Ps. 73.22
12 For /vain man would be wise, L9268 s
Though man be born like a wild ass’s colt. Rom. 1. 22,
13 ¢If thou *prepare thine heart, 29521
And ?stretch out thine hands toward him: poSam.7.3
14 If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, F ;;,7%3_8;;
And *let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. & 143. 6.
15 tFomthen shalt thou lift up thy face without spot ; 1he W8
Yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear : , 6.
1 Or, devices. 3 Or, make a change. away ? ch. 9, 12. (12; 21?92 ?3
2 Hebh. the heights of heaven. 4 Heb. who can turn him 5 Heb. empty. 1 John 3. 21,

8. lies] Or boastings. Cp. Isai. xvi. 6;
Jer. xlviii. 30. The allusion is to such ex-
pressions as ix. 21, 35; x. 7.

mockest] Alluding to Job’s contemptuous
disregard of his friend’s argument.

4, doctrine] The word means a point
which a man takes up and adopts as a
principle. It is frequent in Proverbs (cp.
izxa. 2).  See also Deut. xxxii. 2; Isai. xxix.,

6. double to that awhich is] Or, double in
.substance; the meaning appears to ;
they far excel not only Job's words, but
have an absolute and essential excellence
.compared with which all human wisdom is
as nothing. It is the same word as inv.
12 (see pote) and vi. 13 (** wisdom ).

Know therefore &c.] Lit. * and know that
God forgets for thee (remits to thee) part of
thy gurﬂgt;" i.c. 8o far from exacting more
than Job owes, or inflicting more than he
deserves, God actually passes over a large
part of his transgressions. Cp. marg. ref.

7. Or, Canst thou attain to God’s insight
(i.e. be likg Him, able to search into all
secret things) ; or attain to the perfection
-of the Almighty (i.e. s0 as to comprehend
Him a.ndm}lﬁs ways). The Hebrew has the
.same word for “‘search,” and ‘ find.”

8. That is, *“ the Wisdom of God is as the
heights of heaven, how canst thot reach it?

deeper than Sheol, how canst thou compre-
hend it?”

10. If he cut off &c.] Or, If He pass on,
and imprison, and call to judgment, who
shall prevent Him?. Each clause has a
direct reference to Job’s complaints (ix. 11-
16). The avenger of guilt passes, or rushes,
on the criminal, arrests him and keeps him
in custody, until the court is summoned to

judge him.
11. will he not then consider it?] Or, “‘and
be ; He doth not consider it,” i.c. God needs no

lengthened observation, He seeth at once
into the ground of the heart. Others pre-
fer, ‘‘ and man doth not perceive it.”

12. Or, And a vain man is made wise
(lit. hearted), and the colt of a wild ass _is
born a man. A difficult verse; the A. V.
gives a good sense, but it seems more pro-
bable, that Zophar is describing the effect
of the Divine visitation, and asserts that by
it a vain man scquires a mew heart and
learns wisdom ; and that a character wild
stubborn, and untameable (like the wild ass
is born again, so to speak, and humanized.
The LXX. read, “and as a wild ass is
man born of a woman.” . .

15. stedfast] Lit. *““molten,” i.e. like a
molten statue, firm and solid, after passing
through the furnace gf affliction.
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mIs0i.g5.16. 16 Because thou shalt mforget thy misery, .
And remember it as waters that pass away :
nPs.37.6. 17 And thine age 1"shall be clearer than the noonday ;
gl s Thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning.
007 % % 18 And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope ; .
° Lev. 26. 5, Yea, t]}fou shalt dig about thee, and °thou shalt take thy rest in
6. safety.
15,55 19 Also thouyshalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid ;
Prov. 3. 2. Yea, many shall *make suit unto ¢hee.
» Lev.26.16. 20 But Pthe eyes of the wicked shall fail,
Deut. 23. 65. And *they shall not escape,
ach. 8. 14. And 9their hope shallbe as ‘the giving up of the host.
%rlo%.lfi. 7. Cmap. 12. AND Job answered and said,
2 No doubt but ye are the people,
. And wisdom shall die with you.
@ch.13.2. 3 But I have Sunderstanding as well as you ;
¢I am not inferior to you:
Yea, 7who knoweth not such things as these ?
bch.16.10. 4 P am as one mocked of his neighbour,
P ‘Who ccalleth upon God, and he answereth him :
&30.1, The just upright man is laughed to scorn.
obs. 0L 15 5 ¢Ho that is ready to slip with Lis feot
ov- 14.2 Is as a lamp despised in the thought of him that is at eage.
e 7. G6eThe tabernacles of robbers prosper,
AR 12 And they that provoke God are secure ;
a7 '1 Into whose hand God bringeth abundantly. )
Mal3.15. 7 But ask now tho beasts, and they shall teach thee;

And the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee:
8 Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee :

1 Heb. #hall arise above the

noonday.
2 Heb. intreat thy face, Ps.
45. 12.

8 Heb. flight shall perish
. _(f:)’:'om thc;;. >

r, a puff of breath.
5 Heb. an heart.

¢ Heb. I full not lower than
you.

7 Hob. with whom are ot
such as these?

17. thou shalt shine forth &c.] Rather,
‘“the darkness shall be as the morning
light,” meaning that any troubles or afflic-
tions of his latter years shall yet be full of
mercy and comforts. There is probably a
contrast intended to x. 22; as the light of
the land of death is darkness, so the dark-
ness of the just is light.

18. dig] Or, ‘‘search,” “‘look around,”
““seek” (cp. xxxix. 29). This gives a more
intelligible sense, thou shalt look around
and rest securely, finding no cause for
alirdn' 7] Through look

. faii rough looking out in eve
direct:{;n with vain expecta.tsi;ons of help. i
the giving up of the ghost] Lit. a breathing
out of the soul, or expiring; an allusion to
Job’s repeateci longing for death (marg.

reff.)

XII-XIV. Job sums up the result of
the first day’s colloquy. See Introd. p. 3.

2. the le] The true representatives of
mankindi,wzﬁe only people deserving the
name :—said ironically.

3. understanding] Ig&ther, a heart (as in
the margin), witi rqerence to Zophar’s
words, x1, 12 note.

I an not inferior to yow] See the marginal
rendering. The exact meaning of the phrase
is, ‘I do not fall, or am not overthrown by
you,” as a wrestler by a stronger antagonist.
Cp. xiii. 2.

4, 5. Render :

A scorn to my neighbour must I be ?
A man who calleth on God, and He
heareth him !
A scorn, I, the just, the upright !
Contempt for woe is the fecling of one
at ease ;
It awaits them whose feet stunr’le.

It awaits, <.c. the man who revels in his
own security is ever ready to fee¥ cohtempt
for one who slips, 7.e. falls like Job into mis-
fortune. .

8. into whose hand God bringeth] i.e. who
has no god but his own hand or weapon.
Cp. Habak. i. 11. .

[')7. But ask now] Job begins his own grand
statement of the absolute power and majesty
of God with the assertion that all His crea-
tures bear witness to_a truth, which his
friends woyld seem to ffhatter themselves was
their exclu®ive possession,
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d the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee. ,
9 o knowéth not in all these
That the hand of the Lorp hath wrought this ?
10 /In whose hand s the *soul of every hiving thing, 7 Num.16.22.
And the breath of 2all mankind. Dan, 5. 23,
11 7Doth not the ear try words —and the 3mouth taste his meat?  A92 1%
12 *With the ancient s wisdom ; Ach, 32,7,
And in length of days understanding.
13 4¢With him 45 wisdom and st‘rength, ich. 9 4.
He hath counsel and understanding. &36.5.
14 Behold, *he hyeaketh down, and it cannot be built again : % ch, 11. 10,
He !shutteth ®up a man, and there can L® no opening. 1 Ysai. 22. 22
15 Behold, he ’”witgxholdeth the waters, and they dryup : Bev. 3 o
Also he nsendeth them out, and they overturn the earth. &17.1. 33
16 °With him 4s strength and wisdom : n Gen. 7. 11
The deceived and the deceiver are his. o vor. 13.
17 He leadeth counsellors away spoiled,
And ?maketh the judges fools. 22 Sam. 15,
18 He looseth the bond of kings, il-" 1423
And girdeth their loins with a girdle. Isai. 19.12.
19 He leadeth princes away spoiled,—and overthroweth the mighty. f20.14.
20 ¢He removeth awaiy; Sthe speech of the trusty, 1 Gor. 1L 1.
And taketh away the understanding of the aged. fs8i. 8.1, 2,
21 *He poureth contempt upon princes, f'Ps 107. 40
And 7weakeneth the strength of the mighty. Dan. 2. 21.
22 *He djscovereth deep things out of darkness, ;KD“LIZ 22,
And Dringeth out to light the shadow of death. 10004 6

1 Qr, life.
2 Heb. all flesh of man. 5 Heb. upon.
3 Heb. palate, ch. 6. $0.

4 That is, Witk God.
¢ Heb, the lip of the faithful.

7 Or, looseth the girdle of
the strong.

9. in all these] Or, by all -these, i.e. by
reflecting on all these things. The creatures
are a book, so to speak, in which the Creator
has written the lesson which a wise heart
may understand.

“The Lorp : ” it is remarkable that the
name ‘‘Jehovah ” occurs here, and here
only, in the discourses of Job and of his
neighbours. It is as though reflection on the
greatness of God forced from him the word
which expresses the very essence of the
Deity. e Moabite stone, discovered in
1870, proves that the name Jehovah was
known to aliens from Israel at the time
when most modern critics hold that the
Book of gJob was written. —The name was
probably known, though seldom used, at &
much eaglier age.

11-18." "he connexion of thought is this:
Man acquires knowledge by the senses, the
hearing ear, the palate that tastes (an ordi-
nary biblical word for discernment, see vi.
30), and he attains to wisdom by long expe-
rience, only in old age; whereas wisdom,
and power in every form, in their absolute
perfection, belong to God essentially, are
with Him inherently and inseparably, not
as a result of experiegge and reflection, but
a8 His own from eternity.

14, 16. From the absolute wiflom and

VYOL. III.

power of God, it follows that what men con-
sider physical evil must proceed from Him.

16. Not only physical but moral evil must
take place by His permission or will ; whe-
ther men deceive or are deceived they are in
God’s hands. Job can now see only the dark
side ; in seasons of calm and devout reflec-
tion he will admit that all evils are made to
subserve the purposes of God. That they
*‘work together for good to them that love
God,” is a truth realised fully by those only
who have learned it from Christ.

17. spoiled| Or ‘‘ captive.” The meaning
seems to be that God overthrows a nation;
and by the ruin, which falls on the leaders
and judges, convicts them of folly.

18, girdle] In the sense of a fetter. The

neral meaning of the verse is, *‘God sets

'lgs free, or brings them into captivity.”

princes] The oriiina] has priests. It

is not to be inferred that priests formed a

caste in Job’s time, but the chieftain of

each tribe and the head of a great family

was, like Melchizedek, at once prince and

riest. The heads of ancient families are
ere denoted.

20, trusty] i.e. “‘those who are trusted;”
or, perhaps *‘ confident,” because they have
the gift of uence.

gf.lf'l‘he g::'qginalreﬁdeﬁngis more literal

De
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¢t Pg. 137, 88,
Isai. 9. 3.

& 26. 15.

u Pg. 107. 4,
40.

JOB. XIIL XIIL

tHe increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them :
Heo enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again.
24 He taketg away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth,

23

And *causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no

way. .
25 =They grope in the dark without light,

= Deut.28.29.
eh. 5. 14. And he maketh them to 2¥stagger like a drunken masn.
VP 107,27, (4. 18. LO, mine eye hath seen all this,
: Mine ear hath heard and understdod it.
ach.12.3. 2 *What ye know, the same do I know also :
I am not inferior unto you.
ch.23.3. 3 Surely I would spesk to the Almighty,
&31. 3. And I desire to reason with God. .
ech.6.21. 4 But ye are forgers of lies,—¢ye are all physicians of no value.
&16.2. 5 O that ye would altogether hold your peace !
d Prov. 17. And ¢it should be your wisdom.
28 6 Hear now my reasoning,
And hearken to the pleadings of my lips.
e ch, 17.5. 7 ¢Will ye speak wickedly for God ?
& 32, 21. And talk deceitfully for him ?
£36.4. 8 Will ye accept his person >—will ye contend for God ?
9 Is it good that he should search you out ?
Or as one man mocketh another, do ye so mock him ? ¢
10 He will surely reprove you,—if ye do secretly accept persons.
11 Shall not his excellency make you afraid ?
And his dread fall upon you ?
12 Your remembrances are like unto ashes,
Your bodies to bodies of clay.
13 3Hold your peace, let me alone,
That I may speak, and let come on me what w:ll.
Jeb 18,4 14 Wherefore /do I take my flesh in my teeth,
2% And sput my life in mine hand ?
Fs, 119, 100. 15 *Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him :
Prov. 14. 82,

1 Heb. leadeth in.

24, wilderness] A desolate waste; the
word in the original is rendered ‘‘nothing”
-in vi. 18, and “‘without form” in Gen. i. 2.

XIII. There is no pause between this
and the preceding chapter. Cp. v. 2 with
marg ref.

4. Job’s opsonents had “forged lies ”” to
vindicate God, and had failed in their
duty to heal their friend’s wounds.

. wisdom] True wisdom teaches in the
first place the limits of our knowledge, and
the duty of silence when we are really

ignorant.
8. accept his person &c.] i.e. act as special
leaders, a common expression in Scripture
for undue regard to r and power.
accuses his friends of defending a cauge
simply because they fear God’s power.

IB. remembrances] i.e. the wise saws valued
a8 _mg;noria.ls of the wisdom of past ages (see
viii. 8).

Your bodies &c.}

Or, your defences (are
like) to defences o

blay; i.c. the arguments

3 Heb. wander.

Job or

3 Heb. Be silent from me.

by which you attempt to defend your posi-
tion are like earth-works hastily raised, and
easily overthrown.

14, 15. Job asks whg he should cling to
mere life, his torn and mutilated flesh, as
with the desperate tenadity of a wild beast :
he resolves to risk his life, to expose himself
to any danger in pleading with God.

15. Though &c.jJ Or, Lo, He may slay me,
et will I wait for Him; <.e. abide hope-
u}]l:i the issue of His judgment.

e rendering of this versetlépends on
the reading and meaning of the word trans-
lated ““in (or, to) him,” and on the right
construction of the word translated  trust”
‘ wait.” So far as the first point is con-
cerned, there may be a gregter weight of
authority in favour of the reading the word
not ““in him’’ but ‘““not;” but there is a
decided prepondera.nce in favour of the
meaning ‘“ to him ;” which is confirmed by
the construction of tht word rendered * writ,”
adopted'by the A. V.,
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‘But I will !maintain mine own ways before him.
16 He also shall be my salvation :
For an hypocrite shall not come before him.

35

tch. &5,

17 Hear diligently my speech,—and my declaration with your cars.

18 Behold how, I have ordered m
I know that I shall be justified.
19 *Who s he that will plead with me?

cause;

For now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost.

20 !Only do not two things unto me:

Then will I not hide myself from thee.
21 »Withdraw thine hand far from me:

And let not thy dread make me afraid. *
22 Then call thou, and I will answer¢

Or let me speak, and answer thou me.

k ch. 33. 6.
Isai. 50. 8.

tch. 9. 34,
& 33.7.

™ Ps. 30. 10.

23 How many are mine iniquities and sins ?
Make me to know my transgression and my sin.

24 »Wherefore hidest thou thy face,
And °holdest me for thine enemy ?

25 »Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro?

And wilt thou pursue the dry stubble ?
26 For thou writest bitter things against me,

And 9makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth.
27 rTho! puttest my feet also in the stocks,

And *lookest narrowly unto all my paths;

Thou settest a print upon the 3heels of my feet.

28 And Re, as a rotten thing, consumeth,

As a garment that is moth eaten.

Crar. 14. MAN that s born of a woman 4s *of few days,

And #full of trouble.

2 *He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down:
Hoe fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not. 11

3 Heb. roots.

1 Heb. prove, or, argue. 3 Heb. observest.

Isai. 8. 17.
Ruth 1. 21.

ach. 5. 7.
%L‘ccles. 2,23,

4 Heb. short of daye. 1 Pet. 1. 24.

18. justi) Or, that I shall be proved
ighteous. Job's confidence is in his con-
sciousness of integrity.

19. For now &c.] The meaning is, if he be
mistaken, and God should really impute
ﬁuilt to him, he has no alternative but to

ie down and die in silence. There is a
strong undercurrent of hope in this.

25. break] The oxgjginal word implies great
violence, contrasted with the utter helpless-
ness of the object against which it 1s di-
rected. The contrast is continued in the
second pfrt of this verse.

26. thou writest] This refers to judicial
proceedidgy in which the accusation was
F'oduced in writing (see xxxi. 35, note; cp.

sa. x. 1.) This was customary in Egypt lon,
before the time of Job, and probably in al
countries where writing was known, as was
eertainly the case with the Hittites in the
time of Ramdkes II.

the iniquities of my youth] Job's conscious-
ness of integrity does not exclude a true es-
timate of his own character : yet there is a
feeling that it is in®nsistent with God’s
goadness to visit them so bitterly.

27, in the stocks] As a criminal already

condemned, who, when released for a sea-
son, is still watched with unceasing vigil-
ance, and not permitted to go one step
beyond the narrow bounds prescribed to
him. The stocks is a punishment still used
among the Bedouins in the case of con-
demned criminals.

Thou settest a print &c.] i. e. Thou drawest
a line beyond which I must not move one
step. Tf)’is is no exaggerated description of
the leprosy-smitten sufferer, lying on his
heap of ashes, who wastes away like rotten-
ness (v. 28). L

XIV. 1-12. The tone of plaintive ex-

ostulation, when Job pleads directly with
ﬁis Maker, begins with xiii. 20, and 1s still
more strongly marked in these verses, which
lead up to a gleam of hO{e. .

1. born of a woman] The Hebrews attri-
buted the weakness and moral mﬁr!m'gr of
man to his birth of woman, conceived by
her in sin (Ps. li. 5), a child of her sorrow and
pain (Gen. iii. 16), and sharing her unclean-
ness, which, under the Law, needed a special
expiation ; and that view must have been

revalent among all ®ho retained a know-

edge of the primeval history of ou; Tpce.
D
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oPs.Y44.3. 3 And ¢dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one,
d Ps. 143. 2. And ¢bringest me into judgment with thee ?
eGen.5.3. 4 1Who ¢can bring a clean ¢hing out of an unclean ? not one.
Ps. 51. 5 5 /Seeing his days are determined,
o A The number of his months are with thee, ‘
Eph.2.3 Thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass ;
i"‘ﬁ 735 69Turn from him, that he may ®rest,
i Till he shall accomplish, *as an kireling, his day.
;l&,,.l,?j 30 1 7 For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, *that it will sprout
€ ver. 14. again,
And t%at the tender pranch thereof will not ceave.
8 Though the root thereof wax old in the earth,
And the stock thereof die in the ground;
9 Yet through the scent of water it will bud,
And bring forth boughs like a plant.
10 But man dieth, and 3wasteth away :
Yea, man giveth up the ihOSt’ and where 73 he?
11 As the waters fail from the sea,
And the flood decayeth and drieth up:
12 So man lieth down, and riseth not:
k Ps. 102. 26. ¥Till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake,
Fal. oL 6. Nor be raised out of their sleep.
&e6.22. 13 O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave,
ﬁgﬁ%ﬁo That thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past,
2 Pet. 3.7, That thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me !
1. 14 If a man die, shall he }I)ive again ? ot
&21.1. All the days of my appointed time !will I wait, ®till my change
L ch, 13. 15 come.
m ver.

1 Heb, Who will give.

2 Heb. cease.

3 Heb. is weakened, or, cut off.

4. out of an unclean] The fact of original
sin is thus distinctly recognized.

6. Turn from him] Or, *‘look away from
him,” *‘turn Thy look from him.”” The look
of God gives life; when that is withdrawn,
comes death. Cp. Ps. xxxix. 13.

accomplish] Or, enjoy, the word expresses
the feeling of satisfaction with which the
worn-out labourer comes to the end of his
day’s work.

. tender branch] Or, sucker. The tree,
though cut down, continues its life (@) by
sprouts springing out of the trunk, and (V)
by suckers growing out of the root.

12. Till the heavens be no more! Cp. this
expression, which in the mind of Job was
apparently equivalent to a denial of the
sosslbility of restoration to life, with the

eclarations of the New Testament (marg.
reff.), which make the resurrection simul-
taneous with the breaking up of the visible
universe. In this we may see a preparation
of Job’s spirit for a hope, which, though
vague and dim, anticipated the revelation
of God’s in Christ.

18-15.  On the interpretation of this pas-
sage depends to a grea.t extent a right insight
into the scope and object of the Book. Job
expresses a desire that the grave may not be
his everlasting honfe ; that he ma&:emain
there till the wrath be past ; that God may

appoint a set time, and remember him: he
is content to wait for that time, if he may
then be called to (Pleud his cause; and he
finds a real ground for such a hope in God’s
love of the creation, His ‘desire to the
work of His own hands’’ (see notes).

18. hide me] Cp. Ps. xxvii. 5. The word
implies care as of a treasure.

grave] Sheol, the region of the shadow of
death (x. 21, 22). hat would be a real
place of rest and refuge which he would
enter gladly if there were a hope of restora~
tion (x. 18). Among qther names for the
realm of the departe(f, the Egyptians called
it ‘‘the covering of the weary,” the place
where the weary are kept in l1l)ea.ce.

14, shall he love again 7] The q@stion im-
plies, not a denial of the possibility of such
a restoration, but a deep sensegfeits hope-
lessness.

All the days &c.] i.e. * were such a hope
vouchsafed I would pass all the days of my
service (vii. 1) in 'Fa.tient waiting until m:
change came.” The days of service in this
case include the intermedihite period in
Sheol, when he would wait, like a soldier
on guard, to be relieved ; and the change is
not from life to death, but from that state
to new life. The wérd for change ” is the
same as¥‘ sprout again” in . 7.
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15 »Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: n ch. 13, 22.
Thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands.
16 °For now thou numberest my e'hegs : och. 10,8
Dost thou not watch over my sin 14 &1, 27.
17 » My tramsgression 4s sealed up in a bag, ot
And thou sewest up mine iniquity. Ps. 66, 6,
18 And surely the mountain falling ! cometh to nought, %rowz's‘,' 2’ ,3'
And the rock is removed out of his place. Jer. 82. 19,
19 The waters wear the stones: peut. 32
Thou *washest away the things which grow out of the dust of the Hos. 13.12.
earth; o
And thou destroyest the hope of man.
20 Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth : ¢
Thou changest his countenance, and sendest ﬁm away.
21 His sons come to honour, and 2he knoweth ¢ not ; 7Eccles.9.5.
And they are brou%g:nlow, but he perceiveth 4t not of them. Isai, 63, 16,
22 But his flesh upon him shall have pain,

And his soul within him shall mourn.

Crap. 15. THEN answered Eliphaz the Temanite, and said,
2 Should a wise man utter 3vain knowledge,
And fill his belly with the east wind ?
3 Should he reason with unprofitable talk P
Or with speeches wherewith he can do no good ?
4 Yea, “thou castest off fear,—and restrainest 5prayer before God.
5 For thy mouth ‘uttereth thine iniquity,

»
1 Heb. fadeth.
2 Heb. overflowest.

3 Heb. know

e of wind.
4 Heb, thou makest void.

8 Or, speech.
¢ Heb. teacheth.

15, Thou wilt have a desire] The hope of a
resurrection is thus, for the first time, made
to rest upon the love of God ; the desire of
the creature may suggest the possibility or
reasonableness of such a hope, the desire of
God alone can seal it. Job knew how his
heart yearned to meet God, he believes that

in God’s heart there must be a corresponding an

earning to see once more the creation of
is power and love. The words Erepare us
for the central point of the whole Book (xix.

23-27).

16-22. The hope which has been thus
suggested, is contrasted with the utter
emptiness and desolation of Job’s actual
condition.

16, The head and source of all Job’s
misery is the feeling that God for some un-
known reason does not pardon. Some alter
the textd and render,  Wilt Thou not pass
over (and forgive) my sin ?”

17. Thegmeaning seems to be that God
treasures up all Job’s misdoings, keeﬁe them
carefully in order to repay them fu v the
“‘iniquity,” a stronger word than ‘‘trans-

ession,” is, as it were, sewed up, carefully

ept in the bag.

8. Job aMudes to such phenomena as
the mountain undermined by subterraneous
fire, falling in and crumbling away ; or the
Tock uprooted by earthquakes. ese are
emblems of aﬁ)parenb stability ; in reality,
they are emblems of unsound fd@undation,
sudden overthrow. and final dissolution.

19, thou washest &c.] Or, its overflowings
(i.e. of the flood) wash away the dust of
the earth : leaving a barren waste.

20. changest] i.e.in the death struggle and
in the rapid process of decay.

21. The first part of this verse refers to the
hope that Job’s posterity may still be great
prosperous (v. 25). The meaning of .
21, 22 taken together appears to be that the
future condition of a man’s children had no
bearing on his own actual wretchedness.

XV.-XXI. See Introd. p. 3. This
speech of Eliphaz (ch. xv.) differs much in
tone from his first address, it is harsh and
sarcastic, and assumes Job’s guilt as proven
by his own lips. He does not indeed accuse
Job of renouncing God, but of rebelling
against Him, and denounces his attempts to
vindicate himself, and hold fast his integ-
rity, as vain, impious, and hypocritical.

g. vain knowledge] Lit. as in the margin ;
i. e. empty (knowledge), noisy, and turbu-
lent; the words of Jobarelike wind, his whole
inner man is inflated, torn and in a state of
turmoil as though possessed by storm winds
from the burning desert. See also vi. 26. "

4. prayer] Rather, *“ devout meditation.
Job is accused of using arguments which
are irreconcileable with tranquil and devout
meditai;icgg (ibl(le spIi’rit of pr;%er in the Pre-
sence of cp. Ps. exix. 97). .

. Some ren%er the first clause, thine
iniquity teacheth thy mouth, i.c. suggests
the arguments which 1t utters.
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) And thou choosest the tongue of the crafty.
eLuke19.22. 6 *Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I:
Yea, thine own lips testify against thee.
7 Art thou the first man ¢hat was born P
® Ps. 90. 2. bOr wast thou made before the hills ?
Prov. 8.2, 8 *Hast thou heard the secret of God ?
T ety And dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself ?
dch. 13. 2. 9 ¢ What knowest thou, that we knaw not ?
What understandes} thou, which ¢s not in us ?
¢ch.32.6,7. 10 *With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men,
Much elder than thy father. °
11 Are the consolations ¥ God small with thee P
Is there any secret thing with thee ?
12 Why doth thine heart carry thee away ?
And what do thy eyes wink at,
13 That thou turnest thy spirit against God,
And lettest suck words go out of thy mouth ?
J1Kin.8. 46. 14 /What is man, that he should be clean ?
Zome 6 8 And he which 4s born of a woman, that he should be righteous ?
Ps. 14. 3. 15 #Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints ;
]I;’c‘c’;'e'f';' ?0 Yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight.
1Jobnl. 16 *How much more abominable and filthy ¢s man,
A #Which drinketh iniquity like water ?
& 25. 6. 17 I will shew thee, hear me;
P29 And that which I have seen I will declare ;
& 53.3. 18 Which wise men have told
;Prﬁ"’élg 8. ¥From their fathers, and have not hid 4t:
5% 19 Unto whom alone the earth was given,
! Joel 8. 17. And 'no stranger passed among them.
20 The wicked man travaileth with pain all %ds days,
m Ps. 90. 12. mAnd the number of years is hidden to the oppressor.
21 'A dreadful sound ¢s in his ears:
7 1Thess.5.3. nIn prosperity the destroyer shall come upon him.

1 Heb. 4 sound of fears.

7. the first man] In allusion to the belief
that Adam the first man was endowed with
perfect wisdom by God.

8. Hast thou heard &c.] Or, wast thou

esent as & hearer in the counsel of God?
z.l‘”ile reference is to such passages as Gen. i.
26 ; iii. 22. .

10. With us] Either Job’s contempora-
ries, or, more c{)robr»bly, the ancient sages

uoted by Bildad, and afterwards in this
ﬂiscourse by. Eliphaz himself (v. 18).

11. the consolations of God] <.e. the assur-
ances of deliverance, restoration, and ahap{»y
and secure old age, on the condition of Job’s
confessing his guilt and putting it away.
These would have been ‘ consolations” had
Job accepted the premisses of Eliphaz.

I there any secret thing with thee] Rather,
and the word sKoken gently to thee? i.c.
arguments which were addressed to Job in
a tender and gentle spirit, such as Eliphaz
considers that his own should be regarded.

12, wink af) Or, rolk An angry indignant
movement of the eye is here indicated.

16. Or, How much more skall one be con-
demned who is abominable and filthy, a
man who drinks iniquity like water ? <.c.
Job himself (cp. xxxiv. 7).

19, The verse describes a state of things
long passed away, whep the patriarchs
lived in quiet possession of their own land,
and could preserve unbroken the traditions of
the primeval world and their own purity of

life. The saying is singularly appopriate
in the mouth of Eliphaz the Temanite,
whose country offered little temptstion to
invaders, and was inhabited Dy a race

famed throughout the East for wisdom,
shown especially in retention of ancient tra-
ditions (cp. ii. 11 note).

20. The latter clause means either, and a
limited number of years is reserved for the
oppressor ; or *‘ even number of years ” &c.,
.e. as long as he lives.

21, The following verses are allusions to
Job’s own complaintse Eliphaz takes each
and all ag symptoms of guilt, or proofs of
iniquity.
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22 Mo believeth not that he shall return out of darkness, )

And he is waited for of the sword.

23 He °wandereth abroad for bread, saying, Where is it #
He knoweth that #the day of darkness is ready at his hand.
24 Troublé’and anguish shall make him afraid ;

° Pg, 59. 15.
& 109. 10.
Pch, 18, 12

They shall prevail against him, as a king ready to the battle.

25 For he stretcheth out his hand against

od.

And stren{cheneth himself ggainst the Almighty.

26 He runnet

upon him, even on his neck,

Upon the thick bosses of his bucklers :

27 ¢Betause he«overeth his face with his fatness,

¢ Ps. 17. 10.

And maketh collops of fat on his flanks.?

28 And he dwelleth in desolate cities,

And in houses which no man inhabiteth,

‘Which are ready to become heaps.

29 He shall not be rich, neither shall his substance continue,
Neither shall he prolong the perfection thereof upon the earth.

30 He shall not depart out of darkness;
up his branches,
And 7 by the breath of his mouth shall he go away.

31 Let not him that is deceived ¢trust in vanity:

The flame shall

For vanity shall be his recompence.

32 It shill bo 'accomplished thefore his time,

And his branch shall not be green.

rch. 4. 9.
¢ Isai. 69. 4.

¢ ch. 22. 16.
Ps. 56. 23.

33 He shall shake off his unripe grape as the vine,
Andsshall cast off his flower as the olive.

34 TFor the congregation of hypocrites shall be desolate,
And fire shall consume the tabernacles of bribery.

35 *They conceive mischief, and bring forth 2vanity,

And their belly prepareth deceit.

v Pg. 7. 14,
Isai. 59. 4.
Hos. 10.13.

Crmap. 16. THEN Job answered and said,

1 Or, cut off.

2 Or, iniguity.

22. out of dark"nessi]) 2.e. from his hiding
place, to which he betook himself when
fleeing from the destroyer ; he knows that
the sword of the foe awaits him.

23. Where ¢s it !] The word in the original
may, with different vowel points, mean
‘““vulture.” Hence the forcible rendering
‘“ He wanders about to be the food of vul-
tures.” »

24. the battle] Probably the ‘‘onslaught,”
the fierce struggle in the field of baitle.

28, cyen on his meck, upon &c.] Rather,
‘‘ with ®his neck,” resolutely, stubbornly,
like a wild bull. So also with the next clause,
not ““upoa” but “with the thick bosses, &c.”

7, 28. The connexion of thought is this.
He shall not have an abiding prosperity,
because he has lived in luxury, and dwelt
in houses which he has acquired by the ruin
of the lawfu] possessors, and which arethere-
fore destined to destruction. .

29, Some render the last clause * their
substance does not press the earth,” i.e. is
not like a well laden wagon in harvest time:
others, * neither shefl he cast their shadow
on the earth,” i.c. will not live & the light
of day ; connecting it with the next clause.

31. Or, let him not trust in vanity: he
is deceived.

82. It shall be accomplished] i.e. by a pre-
mature destruction.

33. The grape in its first stage is pecu-
liarly tender and liable to disease ; and the
flowers of the olive are shaken off by the
least gust of wind.

84. the congregation] Apparently all a
man’s family, connections, and associates (see
xvi. 7). Two charges are insinuated ; ““ hy-
pocrisy ” with reference to Job’s former re-
putation for piety, and **bribery * with refer-
ence to his cﬁa.mcter as a judge; both words
imply secret and unsuspected guilt, dis-
covered only by the punishment.

XVI. Job’s answer occupies two chap-
ters. Inxvi. 1-5, he rejects the statements
of Eliphaz as common-place, suchashe might
have himself used with equal ease had the
positions of the speakers been tpversed. n
w2, 6-16, he draws out all the circumstances
of his misery inorder to justify the extremity
of his anguish ; and after an asseveration of
innocence (». 17), he nﬁ]geals to earth and
heaven, and to Go& Himself (v. 20). In
xvii. 1-10, he continues the appfa.l, and
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. 2 I have heard many such things:

@ch. 18, 4. laMiserable comforters are ye all.
3 Shall 3vain words have an end ?
Or what emboldeneth thee that thou answerest ?
4 1 also could speak as ye do:
your soul were in my soul’s stead,
I could heap up words against you,
b Pg, 22, 7, And bshake mine head at you. o
&100.25, 5 But I would strengthen you with my mouth,
T And the moving of my lips should asswage your grief.
6 Though I speak, my grief is not asswaged : .
And tgl‘zou,ylszple forbea}.rr,gfl what am I easeﬁ?
7 But now he hath made me weary :
Thou hast made desolate all my company.
8 And thou hast filled me with wrinkles, which is a witness against
me:
And my leanness rising up in me beareth witness to my face.
cch.10.16, 9 cHe teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me:
17. Ho gnasheth upon me with his teeth ;
< ch. 13. 24 ¢Mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me.
;sl_’ 75'7_23; 13- 10 They have ® gaped upon me with their mouth ;
/ Lam. 8. 80 They /have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully;
.]i%gixsfsl'zz They have ¢gathered themselves together against me.
&19.3. 11 God *4hath gelivered me to the ungodly,
:5:-13%51155 And turned me over into the hands of the wicked.

1 Or, troublesome.
2 Heb. words of wind.

3 Heb. wkat goeth from me ?
¢ Heb. hath shut me up.

unds it on the scorn, contumely (v. 2),
ignorance (v. 4), and dishonesty (v. 5) of
his friends. He then (v». 11-16) concludes
with an expression of utter hopelessness so
far as life is concerned ; if there be hope it
has no visible grounds, it has its only home
in death.

2. many such things] Such wise saws as
identify guilt with suffering. *‘‘Miserable
comforters,” or * comforters of trouble,”
i.e. men who bring nothing but trouble. The
same word is used here which in xv. 35 is ren-
dered *‘ mischief.” Job thusretorts, that the
conception of mischief, or trouble, applies
more directly to those whose duty it was to
console the afflicted.

8. vain words] With ref. to the charge of
Elg)haz (xv. 1),

. shake mine head] i.e. to express convic-
tion of the sufferer’s great and unpardonable
sinfulness (cp. marg. reff.).

6. Words and gilence are alike bootless

n ominh a nasa aa Tahla thavw heine wa waliad

7-16. Job describes all the wretchedness
which subjects him to the imputation of
fuilt. He thus shews that he is quite as
ully convinced as others can be, that he
labours under divinely appointed calam-

ities ; a point of tirea.t 1mmportance, which is
kept before us throughout as the peculiar
trial of the

lﬁm.t;ria.rch: the question is,
ill forsals God, or give up his
that he

whether he wi
own iqtegrity, when convin

stands alone, despised by man, an object of
God’s wrath, utterly hopeless and desolate.
7. all_my company] Cp. xv. 34. That
which Eliphaz represents as the proi)er
unishment of the hypocrite has befallen
ob; “all that should accompany old age,
such as honour, reverence, and troops of
friends,” is taken away.

8. filled me with wrinkles] Some render,
bound me fast hand and foot, deprived me
of all power of resisting or moving (xiii. 27).

leanness] Lit. “ falsehood,” 7.e. affliction,
which is falsely taken as a sign of secret
guilt. Cp. Ps. cix. 24.

9. He teareth] Or, Hir wrath teareth,
and He hateth me: 7.c. He deals with me
altogether as an enemy. Job is speaking of
the outward demonstrations, not of, the in-
ward movements of God’s feeling towards
him ; had he believed the enmity to be real
and absolute, there could haver Been no
ﬁeading (seev.20). Cp.Hos. vi. 1; Amos i.

enemy] Job chooses that word which gn
the on'gina.l) expresses enmity shewn by
outward acts ; an ‘‘afflicter,” nof a ‘‘hater.”

sharpencth his eyes wpon me] Liooks on me
with a fierce scrutinizing glance.

11, The heaviest affliction of all was that
it was God’s will to deliver him up to men
whose wapt of honesfy, truthfulness, and
love evinded their wickedness. This pas-
sage was before the Psalmist when he de-
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12 & was at ease, but he hath broken me asunder :
He hath also taken me by my neck, and shaken me to pleces,

And ¢set me up for his mark.

¢ch, 7, 20.

13 His archers compass me round about,
He cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare;

He
14 He breaketh me wit
He runneth upon me like g giant.

ureth out my gall upon the ground.
ﬁ breach upong;rea.ch,

15 I have sewed sackcloth upon my skin,

Ang kdefiled my horn in the dust.
16 My face is ®ul with weeping,

k ch. 30. 10,
Ps.7.6.

And on my eyelids is the shadow of deth;
17 Not for any injustice in mine hands:

Also my prayer ¢s pure.
18 O earth, cover not thou my blood,
And !let my cry have no place.

19 Also now, behold, ™my witness is in heaven,

And my record s 'on high.
20 My friends ?scorn me:

tch. 27. 9.
Ps. 66.18,19.
= Rom. 1. 9.

But mine eye poureth out fears unto God.

21 "0 that one might plead for a man with God,
As a man pleadeth for his 3neighbour !

22 When ‘a fow years are come,

Then I shall °go the way whence I shall not return.
Crap. 17. MY Sbreath is corrupt, my days are extinct,

«Th8 graves are ready for me.
2 Are there not mockers with me ?

And doth not mine eye Scontinue in their *provocation ?

1 Heb. in the high places. 3 Or, friend.

2 Heb. are my scorners.

4 Heb. years of number,

» ch. 31. 35.
Eccles. 6. 10,
Isai. 45. 9.
Rom. 9. 20,

© Eccles. 12.
5.

@ Ps. 88, 3,4,
b1 Sam, 1,
6.7,

5 Or, spirit is spent.
¢ Heb. lodge.

:]lgt):ted the sufferings of Christ (Ps. xxii. 12,
12, 18, Cp. Lam. ii. 11, iii. 11; Jer.

xxiii. 29.
15. my horn] The badge of power and
di%nity ; all that Job prided himself upon.
6. foul] Or, ‘‘ inflamed ; ” indicative of
the inward working of passion.
17. Cp. Isaiah, Liii. 9. Job directly meets
the two charges of injustice toward man,

and hypocrisy togard God.

18, JILOI;: aledes to the old belief, that the
blood of one unjustly slain remains on the
earth (see Isai. xxvi. 21; Ezek. xxiv. 7, 8;
Gen. iv?10). Job’s blood, like that of Abel,
cries to God; that cry can have ‘‘ no place,”
no resteuntil it is answered.

19, This verse prepares us for xix. 25.
Even now, in the very midst of his desola-
tion, when he seems to be wholly without
a supporter, God Himself is Job’s *‘ wit-
ness ” and ‘“ record ;” One Who will deliver
His testimdny, One Who knows and will
assert the truth. .

20. Or, My scorners are my friends;
they, who scorn me, are those who ought to
befriend me. ®

21. O that He (that is, Go® Himself)
would plead for a man (i.c. for me) with

God: Job appeals from God to God ; as He
is at once Accuser and Judge, so he prays
that He would be also at once Advocate
and Judge (see xvii. 3 note). Each aspira-
tion draws nearer to the unrevealed truth :
no ‘‘daysman,”%ho is not, like the Judge
Himself, all-knowing and Almighty, will
suffice.
as a man &c.] Or, and for the son of man
i.e. Job) against his neighbour; i.e. that
d would plead Job’s cause, first, before
Himself as Judge, secondly, against Job’s
fellow-men. Job applies to himself the
term son of man, as representing the cause
of suffering humanity. In this he was a
true type of ke Son of Man. .
22. 'IPlfis verse is closely connocted with
xvii. 1, 2. The near approach of death,
marked by fetid breath, and the persecu-
tion which Job undergoes, are pleaded as
grounds for a divine interposition. "
XVIIL 1. Omit the word ‘‘ready ;” the
f'mve is already J' obl’ls, he feels that he be-
ongs to it, and it to him.
xg The meaning is; *Am Inot altogether
an object of mockeri to my friends, who
profess to hold out a t()ipe of recovery, and
yet accuse me of ungardonable ein? Is not
their bitter provocation incessant? ’:
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: 3 Lay down now, put me in a surety with theo; 0
° Prov. 6.1, ‘Who s he that ¢will strike hands with me ?
zg" = 4 For thou hast hid their heart from understanding :
: Therefore shalt thou not exalt them.
5 He that speaketh flattery to /is friends,
Even the eyes of his children shall fail.
dch.30.9. 6 He hath made me also ¢a byword of the people ;
And 'aforetime I was as a tabret. ¢
¢ Ps. 6. 7. 7 ¢eMine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow,
&31.9. And ell 2my members are as a shadow. .
8 Upright men shall be l%stonied at this, ‘
And the innocent shall stir up himself against the hypocrite.
9 The righteous also shall hold on his way,
IPs. 244 And he that hath “clean hands 3shall be stronger and stronger.
9ch.6.29. 10 But as for you all, #do ye return, and come now:
For I cannot find ore wise man among you.
rch.7.6. 11 My days are past, my purposes are broken off,
&9.25. Even ‘the thoughts of my heart.
12 They change the night into dagr :
The light ¢s >short because of darkness.
13 If I wait, the grave ¢s mine house :
I have made my bed in the darkness.
14 I have ®said to corruption, Thou art my father:
To the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister.
15 And where 75 now my hope ’—as for my hope, who shall see it ?
ich.18.13. 16 They shall go down *to the bars of the pit,
' She 3.1, ‘When our *rest together ¢s in the dust.

5 Heb. near.

1 Qr, before them.
6 Heb. cried, or, called.

2 Or, my thoughts.

3 Heb. shall add strength.
4 Heb. the possessions.

8. The verse refers to the usual proceed-
ings in a court of justice; each party in a
suit had to deposit a pledge, or to find
surety ; the surety accepted the responsi-
bility by striking hands with the person
whom he represented (see marg. reff.). Job
turns from his friends ; they are not to be
depended upon (v. 4). He#calls upon God
Himself to “‘lay down ” the caution-money,
to be Himself surety with Himself as Judge,
to accept the position of Job’s advocate,
The expression *‘ with Thee * is striking, be
my surety with Thyself (xvi. 21) ; no other
mediation or advocacy is possible.

b. flattery] The word means *‘ booty,” and
the whole sentence signifies, A man who
gives up his friend to %e despoiled, instead
of defending him and taking his part when
he is in calamity, will undergo chastisement
in his own person, and in the persons of his
children.

6-9. The general sense is; *‘ Although He
has brought me to this state of shame (v. 0)
and misery (v. 7), so that upright men are
confounded and indignant, yet the righteous
man (i.e. Job, conscious of integrity) will
hold his course, and become stronger.”

8. and aforetime I was as a tabret] Rather,
and I am an object of spitting in the face
(see xxx. 10; cp. Nem. xii. 14; Deut.
xxv, 9).

9. The righteous also] Or, Yet the right-
eous will hold fast his way; i.c. notwith-
standing all this cruel treatment and temp-
tation, Job will ‘‘hold fast his integrity ;”
even as God Himself had declared of him.

10. That is, “ Return to the charge, repeat
your arguments ; I can see no real wisdom
in any of you :” a bitter but just irony (cp.
xlii. 7, 8).

11. thoughts] Lit. possessions; s fine ex-
pression for all that the heart and mind

as acquired and cares to retain, its best
thoughts, purposes, and imaginations.

12. They changej i.e. my pretended com-
forters mock me by promising me a return
of light (xi. 17}.

the light &c.] Or, light is near in Yace of
darkness, i.c. they say that light must be
near at hand, on the supposition gf my in-
nocence or penitence, although it is clear
that darkness has already set in.

18, 14. These words express one thought,
there is no hope but in the grave. Yet this
verse is not an expression of absolute help-
lessness. Job (cp. xiv. 13-15) has at the
bottom of his heart a feeling which assures
him that Sheol, the region of the shadow
of death, is not the last word of God to
man. The next verse ¥ a further advance
towards th&solution of the mystery.

16. The interpretation of this verse is en-
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Cmmp. 18, THEN answered Bildad the Shuhite, and sajd »
2 How long will it be ere ye make an end of words ?
Mark, and afterwards we will speak.
3 Wherefore are we counted “as beasts, @ Pg. 73,22,
And réputed vile in your sight? s oS
4 *He teareth 'himself in his anger : beh. 13, 14,
Shall the earth be forsaken for thee ? B
And shall the rock be remeved out of his place ?
5 Yea, cthe light of the wicked shall be put out, ¢ Prov.13.9
Angd the spark of his fire shall not shine. &20.20.
6 The light s8all be dark in his tabernacle, & 24. 20.
dAnd iis 2candle shall be put out with him. ch. 2117
7 The steps of his strength shall be straitened, Ps. 18, 28,
And ¢his own counsel shall cast him down. ech. 5.13.
8 For 'he is cast into a net by his own feet, 1 ch. 22, 10.
And he walketh upon a snare. Ps. 9. 15,
9 The gin shall take %im by the heel, & 35.8.
And the robber shall prevail against him. v eb. 5. 5.
10 The snare ¢ *laid for him in the ground,
And a trap for him in the way.
11 *Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, % ch, 15. 21
And,shall *drive him to his feet. “}930523-5
12 His strength shall be hungerbitten, & 20. 3.
And *destruction skall be ready at his side. Sa.s.
ich. 15. 23

° 1 Tleb. his soul.

2 Or, lamp.

S Heb. hidden.
4 Heb. scatter him.

cumbered with the greatest difficulties.
Most interpreters render, ‘‘my hopes will
go down to the bars of Sheol,” will have
there their home; but the metaphor is harsh.
Others translate differently, and render in-
terrogatively both clauses of the verse:
¢ 'Will the bars of Sheol fall? Or will there
be altogether rest in the grave?” Such
questions are in harmony with the whole
under current of thought; they are not in-
deed equivalent to the expression of a hope,
but they are a true aspiration, and, as such,
an unconscious prophecy. .

XVIIL The speech of Bildad consists of
vituperations, i, which the words used by
Job to describe his misery are taken as ap-
plicable, universally and exclusively, to the
calamities which befall the wicked. Job is
to Bildad henceforth simply as one that
‘““knoweth not God” (v 21). In the dis-
courses of Job there is a steady onward pro-
gress ; but in the speeches of his friends,
the change is from better to worse. In Bil-
dad’s speech, and in the answer of Job, we
find the central crisis of the discussion.

2. end of words] Bildad retorts Job’s
words agamst him (xvi, 3). Many com-
mentators render ‘‘nets of words,” or
‘‘ hunting after words,” i.e. * how long wilt
thou go on artfully and deceitfully devising
words for the purpae of entrapping us?”

3. réputedm’le] it. *shutup,”&e. silenced,
looked on as unfit to speak.

4. teareth himself] Job had accused God
of ¢ tearing” him (xvi. 9) ; Bildad says that
his own struggles are the main cause of
his misery.

Shall the earth be forsaken] i.e. * shall the
whole course of the world’s government be
altered to meet your wishes ?” withreference
to Job’slongings for a perfect manifestation
of God’s justice.

5. the light] 1.e. the lamp, which lights the
whole tent. F his f he 1 X of
the spark of his fire] i.e. the last spark o
the ashes smouldergng on the d‘:aserted

hearth.

6. Cp. x. 22, Darkness shall be his light ;
the extinction of the lamp suspended over
him in his tent will be asymbol and accident
of his own destruction. 3

7. The steps of his strength] Or, ‘‘his
mighty strides.” Two points are noted,
the robber, accustomed to prowl over a vast
expanse, is confined to_a narrow space (cp.
xii. 24, 25, xiii. 27), and he is ruined by the
very craftiness of his own plans. Bildad
thus suggests that Job and his family may
have been Bedouin robbers. A

9. the robber] Or, the mantrap, which
:siprings up, catches him, and fastens him

wn

1. drive] “Startle him to his feet,” i.c.
when he crouches to elude search, or lies
down worn out, som® new terror makes him

start up and flee.
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. 13 It shall devour the strength of his skin :

Even the firstborn of death shall devour his strength.
tch.8. 14 14 *His confidence shall be rooted out of his tabernacle,
g2 And it shall bring him to the king of terrors.

Prov. 10.28. 15 It ehall dwell in his tabernacle, because ¢ s none of hts:

Brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation.
tch.20.10. 16 ‘His roots shall be dried up beneath,

Tomi. 5. 2% And above shall his branch be cut off.
Mal.4.1. 17 »His remembrance shall perish from the earth,
B os. 34 16. And he shall have no name in the street.
Prov. 2.22. 18 2He shall be driven frgm light into darkness, ¢
&10.7. And chased out of the world. .
nlsai 14 22. 19 »He shall neither have son nor nephew among his people,
Jer. 22. 30. Nor any remaining in his dwellings.
oPs. 97.13. 20 They that come after %im shall be astonied at °his day,
As they that 3went before 4were affrighted.
21 Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked,
»Jer. 9.8 And this s the place of him that #knoweth not God.
Trheen s 5. Cmap. 19. THEN Job answered and said,
erflt'hew 1.8 2 How long will ye vex my soul,
itus 1. 16. And breagk me 1n pieces with words ?
2Gen.31.7. 3 These ¢ten times have ye reproached me: «
Lev. 26. 26. Ye are not ashamed that ye ®*make yourselves strange to me.
4 And be it indeed that I have erred,

Mine error remaineth with myself.
®Ps.38.16. 5 If indeed ye will *magnify yourselves against me, !

And plea.(f7 against me my reproach:

6 Know now tﬂt God hath overthrown me,

And hath compassed me with his net.

1 Heb., bars.

18. the strength of his skin] Lit. * the bars
of his skin” (xvii. 16 note), 7.e. the muscles
of his body.

the first-born of death] A fine, though
vague personification of the calamity which
does the work of death, and acts as his emis-
sary. Death has his family ; in the hide-
ous disease which devoured Job’s strength,
Bildad might see death’s firstborn.

14. Or, He shall be rooted out of his
tent, his confidence, in which he trusted as
his stronghold.

it shall bring him] i.e. the firstborn of
death shall bring him to death, the *‘ kin
of terrors.” This personification of deatﬁ
rests grobab]y upon a feeling that for the
wicked death is the entrance into a state of
unknown horror.

16, Brimstone...scattered] As over the site
of cities overthrown by divine wrath, and
consumed by fire from heaven. There ma;
be a reference to Sodom and Gomorr:
(Gen. xix, 24 ; Deut. xxix. 23; Ps. xi. 6).

19. nephew] Grandchild.

dwellings] Or, *places of his sojourning;
he no home, but a mere temporary
settlement.

20. at his dag] i.e. #he day of his judg-
ment, a8 though that was in truth the only

”»

3 Or, Uved with him.
3 Heb. They #hall drive him, 4 Heb. laid hold on horror.

5 Or, karden yourselves
against me.

d'ag{l ;which belonged to him, as his own by
right.

. They that come after him.. that went before]
t.e. each generation shall hand down the
terrible history to remotest time for warn-
ing. Others render, ““men of all lands, of
the west and of the east.”

XIX. After a brief expostulation (vv. 2-4),
Job declares that his calamities, which come
from God, ought to excite pity (vv. 5-22). He
states his conviction as ong which deserves
a perpetual record, that his cause being the
cause of righteousness, is secure ; that God
is Himself his Redeemer, a Redeemer now
living in Heaven, hereafter to be maMifested
in Earth; to be seen by Job’s own eyes
after the destruction of his wholp bo ily
frame. He concludes with an emphatic
warning, that they who judge harshly will
be judged unsparingly (vv. .

8. make gsourselves strange] The original
word is obscure, it means either ‘‘be-
wilder,” or more probably ¢ maltreat” by
injurious imputations.

4. with myself] The word means, either
‘““in my own consciousness,” or that Job
had not wronged them. ¢

6. God Muth overthrown] Rather, ¢
verted me,” * dealt with me unjustly.,”

T-

he
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7eBehold, I cry out of 'wrong, but I am not heard :
I cry aloud, but there s no judgment.

8 ¢He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass,
And he hath set darkness in my paths.

9 ¢He Imth stripped me of my glory,
And taken the crown from my head.

¢ ch. 8. 23,
Ps. 88. 8.

d Ps, 89, 44.

10 He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone:
And mine hope hath he rgmoved like a tree.
11 He hath also kindled his wrath against me,

And ¢he counteth me unto him as one of his enemies.
12 His troops gome together, and /raise uﬁ their way against me,

And encamp round about my tabe

13 9He hath put my brethren far from me,
And mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me.

14 My kinsfolk have failed,
And m
15 They ﬂi7
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familiar friends have forgotten me.
at dwell in mine house, and my maids,

Count me for a stranger :—I am an alien in their sight.
16 I called my servant, and he gave me no answer;

I intreated him with my mouth.
17 My breath is strange to my wife,

Though I intreated for the children’s sake of 2mine own body.

18 Ye#, 3hyoung childron despised me;
I arose, and they spake against me.

19 ¢All 4 my inward friends abhorred me :
Andl they whom I loved are turned against me.
20 *My bone cleaveth to my skin 5and to my flesh,
And I am escaped with the skin of my teeth.

A2Kin.2.23.

1Ps. 41. 0.
& 56. 13, 14,
20.

% ch. 30. 30.
Ps. 102. 5.
Lam. 4. 8.

21 Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends;

1 Or, violence.
3 Heb. my belly.

3 Or, the wicked.

4 Heb. the men of my secret.
& Or, as.

word is g:;rposely strong. The object of the
divine dispensation was precisely the re-
verse of what Job’s friends had assumed it to
be ; it was not intended to punish his guilt,
but to test and prove his righteousness;
hence it was just: interpreted as they in-
terpreted it, it would have been a perversion
of justice. .

7. Rather, Lo! I cry aloud. Violence!
The word is used as an ejaculation, as pro-
bably in Hab. i, 2.

9. Cp. xxix.l‘l‘t. The mantle and the
crown, symbols not merely of dignity and
high rank but of righteousness, were, so to
speak @stripped from him when he was
treated as a criminal. .

10. ¢reroved] Or, torn up as a tree by its
roots.

11. What makes this so appalling but
Job’s own love and faith? The complaint
tells of natural weakness, but proves spirit-
ual firmness. God may a}g:ea.r to forsake
him ; he will not renounce God.

12, His troops] All things that work to-
gether for man’s weal or woe are the execu-
tors of God's will (x. 17). The word ‘‘troop”
means specially bamds sent out to ravage an
enemy’s country. o

raise up their way] i.e. make a raised way

or road, or raise & mound, as against a be-
sieged city. This indicates & deliberate and
persevering invasion,

15. stranger—alien] Both words are care-
fully chosen ; not merely a * stranger” but
a‘ li]oreigner.” with no claim even to sym-

athy.
P 17.y The first clause touches a source of
uliarly poignant suffering (ii. 9 note).
E‘ice next clauge probably means: “I am
loathsome to the children of my mother’s
womb,” lit. my womb, i.e. the womb that
bare me (iii. 10). .

18. young children] See marg.; children
of wilful insolent character.

19. tnward friends] Men of my counsel,
to whom I confided my thoughts and ap-
plied for counsel. ;

20. My bone &c.] i.e. the bones are dis-
tinctly seen through the thin flesh and
tightened skin, to which they cleave with-
out any protection of healthy moisture.

with the skin of my teeth] Either, the only
parts of the system as yet unaffected by dis-
ease were the teeth wilth their skin oé- s
or the teeth were no longer covered by the
p:rched lips, but protruded with the diseased

gum: »
81?.tke rand of God &c.] That was to
L ]
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lch. 1. i1 {For the hand of God hath touched me. ¢
5 95, 22 Why do ye ™persecute me as God,
8- 0% " And are not satisfied with my flesh ?
23 10h that my words were now written ! .
Oh that they were printed in a book !
24 That they were graven with an iron pen
And lead in the rock for ever!
25 For I know that my redeemer liveth,
And that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
26 2And though after my skin worms destroy this body,
n Pg. 17.15, Yet *in my flesh shall-I see God :
1Sor. 1312 27 Whom I shall see for myself,
t And mine eyes shall behold, and not 3another;
4 Though my reins be consumed ®within me.
over.22. 28 But ye should say, ©Why persecute we him,
5Seeing the root of the matter is found in me ?
29 Be ye afraid of the sword :
For wrath bringeth the punishments of the sword,
;’IPS- 68. 10, »That ye may know there is a judgment.

Crar, 20. THEN answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,

1 Heb. Who will give, &c.

3 Or, After I shall awake, 3
though this body be de-
stroyed, yet out of my

h shall I see God.
eb. a stranger.
4 Or, my reins within me
are consumed with earnest

desire [for that day.)
& Heb. in my bosom.
6 Or, and what root of
matter is found in me !
]

Job’s friends the very ground why they
would not pity him. Thus in the present
day the Bedouins cast out a leper, leave him
to die in a small black tent, some half

hour’s distance from their encampment, -

abandoned, as ‘‘ slain of God.”

22. with my flesh] Job compares them to
wild beasts. ‘‘Eater of flesh,” is the Syriac
expression for a calumniator, and such is
probabll the meaning here.

23, 24. printed in a book] Set down dis-
tinctly on parchment ; but & parchment may
perish; hence Job will have an indelible in-
scription, the character cut deep with steel,
and filled up with lead. The antiquity of
such inscriptions is no longer a matter of
question.

25. redeemer] The Goel, the ¢ ran-
somer,” ‘‘ deliverer,” specially denoted one
who took up a man’s cause, and vindicated
his rights either by avenging him on his
foes, or by restoring him or his heirs to pos-
sessions of which he had been defrauded.
By his use of the word, Job declares his cer-
tainty that there is One Who will not only
be his advocate (see xvi. 21 note) ; but Who
will be his Goel, will vindicate his righteous-
ness and clear his cause completely.

he shall stand at the latter day] Or, ““and
He will rise over the dust (the grave) at the
last,” 4.e. at the close of all things, as the
final manifestation of God.

268. Lit., * And after they have thus de-
stroyed my skin, yet out of my flesh shall I
see God,” t.c. *‘ and affer my skin has been
thus degtroyed, even then out of my flesh

(i.e. by the medium of my bodily senses
or—as some prefer—deprived of my ﬂesh$
shall I see God.”

21. and not another] A very striking de-
claration of his belief that he himself,
as the same true living man, would see God.,

The last clause probably contains the
sense given in our marginal rendering:
for the ‘“reins” in the Semitic languages
are regarded as the seat of the deep-
est ang tenderest affections, especially of
longing. Job looks into his bosom, and finds
the bitterness of hope deferred wearing out
his heart with yearnings and longings onl
to be fulfilled, at some unrevealed period‘:
by a persona,i manifestation of his Re-
deemer.

28, 29. The probable rendering is: ‘ If
ye shall say, ‘how shall wé persecute him ?’
and ¢ the root of the matter is found in me,’
then be ye afraid of the sword for yourselves,
for scorn is one of the sins of the sword, so
that ye will know that there is a judgment.”
Some render (from ». 27): *‘ My reing yearn
to hear you say, Why do we perselute him?
and to acknowledge that the root of the mat-
ter is found in me. Be on your guard against
reviling : for wrath due to transgressions
will come on you because you adopt unjust
chiding.” c

XX. Zophar, like the other sgeakers,
takes Job as the representative of guilty
sufferers ; each separate affliction is a wit-
ness, all his Eriefs tell one tale, the hatred
of God ant the certainty of Job’s complete
destruction.
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2 Therefore do my thoughts cause me to answer,

And for this 'T make haste.

3 I have heard the check of my reproach,
And the spirit of my understanding causeth me to answer.

4 Knowdht thou not this of old,—since man was placed upon earth,

5 *That the triumphing of the wicked 7s ?short,
And the joy of the hypocrite duf for a moment ?
6 ®Though his excellency meunt up to the heavens,

And his head reach unto the 3clouds;
7 Yet he shall perish for ever ¢like his own dung:

< Ps. 37. 35,
36.

b Igai. 14.13,
14.

Obad. 3. 4.
© Ps. 83, 10.

They whichshave seen him shall say, Where 1s he ?

8 He shall fly away “as a dream, and shdll not be found :

Yea, he shall be chased away as a vision of the night.
9 ¢The eye also which saw him shall see A#m no more ;

Neither shall his place any more behold him.

10 “His children shall seek to please the poor,
And his hands /shall restore their goods.

11 His bones are full of 9¢he sin of his youth,
AWhich shall lie down with him in the dust.

< Ps. 73, 20,
& 90. 5.

¢ ch.7.8,10.
& 8. 18,

Ps. 37. 36.

& 103. 16.
J ver. 18.

9 Ps. 25, 7.
& ch. 21. 26.

12 Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth,

Though he hide it under his tongue;

13 Though he spare it, and forsake it not;

But &eep it still within his mouth :
14 Yet his meat in his bowels is turned,
It is the gall of asps within him.

15 He path swallowed down riches,
And he shall vomit them up again:
God shall cast them out of his belly.

16 He shall suck the poison of asps:
The viper’s tongue shall slay him.

17 He shall not see ‘the rivers, ’

¢The floods, the brooks of honey and butter.
18 That which he laboured for *shall he restore,

4 Or, The

1 Heb. my haste is in me.
press his children,

2 Heb. from near.
8 Heb. clowd.

or shall op-

¢ Pg, 36. 9.
Jer. 17. 6.

k ver. 10. 15.
5 Heb. in the midst of his
late

¢ Or, lt;ea-n'ng brooks.

2. Therefore] i.e. because Job denies that
his sufferings prove guilt, and holds fast to
his integrity and belief in an absolute vindi-
cation after death. .

thoughts] See iv. 13 note.

3. the check of my reproach] i.c. the re-
proof, intended %o put me to shame, such
as that which closes the last speech of Job.

of my understanding] Rather, out of ; the
meaning apﬁears to be, that his spirit can-
not bear such reproof, but draws an answer
from the understanding, the storehouse in
which th8 results o