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WQ HE BIEAUT%FU‘I: STORY i.s a book conceivefi in
S @al R X an hour of solemn medlt.atlon upon sacred things.
Vf\ BN \( From my youth the Bible has been to me a
/ volume of revelations; a repository of divine knowl-
edge that can only be unlocked by the key of
faith and love; a grand comservatory of precious
growths in the garden of human nature; a treasury
of illimitable gifts of God’s providence; a record
of relationship between the Holy Spirit and man-
kind; all of these, and yet more; for in it we
perceive the handwriting of Deity tracing a history
of the race from birth to death and regeneration,
and to the glory of a reunion with the eternal
Fatherhood.

God speaks in all tongues and through all
things, yet the original Bible was given us, common
heritage as it is, through the medium of only two
languages, the Hebrew and Greek. The English-
speaking people have therefore to accept the ver-
sions of appointed translators, which give rise to
differences, not always material but often confusing,
since it is not possible to preserve the sense and
idéea of an original writer in a literal translation.
Thus the aid of commentaries becomes necessary, and yet, as each commen-
tator has to rely upon his individual interpretation of history, and his transla-
tion as well, it follows as a natural consequence that there now exists a wide
divergence of opinions among learned men in the interpretation of the Scrip-
tures, that scarcely stops short of the methods of true worship and even of the
‘means of salvation itself. While we may deplore, we cannot avoid this result,
and must therefore be content to search :the Scriptures for ourselves, with an
(=wii),
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abiding faith that God' will help us to read aright His precious words, and
lead us ever in the path of duty and obedience to His commands as we under-
stand them. o
I have sought to aid those interested in the Bible, in my humble way, by
striving to bring into prominence many of the sublime beauties of the Holy
Book that lie half covered under the shadow of the antique, if mnot obsolete,
language of the text. But while attempting this, I have prayerfully endeav-
ored to avoid doing violence to the established opinions of any denomination,
respecting all beliefs alike, and holding specially sacred the truth as revealed
by God, according to my understanding. @ My purpose, in pursuance of this
resolve, has been to present a modern narrative of the Holy Scriptures, following
the history as related by the Bible, except occasional changes which appeared
to be useful in preserving the sequence of events and proper chronological
arrangement, as well also the harmony, morale, and unmarred beauty of the
story. ‘ ,
Beyond this, however, I have essayed to present the narrative in a manner
and style most readily understood, for which purpose I have added from time
to time such explanatory comments as would serve to render clear those texts
which otherwise appear confusing. Nearly all the prominent characters of the
Bible are described also in profane history, where we find many revelations
quite as instructive, that enable us to better understand those passages of
Scripture which sometimes excite doubt in the mind of the casual Bible reader.
From these corroborative sources have I drawn largely, and with such borrowed
light have I attempted to illuminate the entire narrative, that every portion
may appear plain to the comprehension, not only of students of the Bible, but
of children as well. . - ,
-~ To the more profound scholars of sacred history, such as Josephus, Dr.
Smith, Thomson, Beecher, and a hundred others whom I have consulted in the
preparation of this book, I beg to make my acknowledgments, and to confess
that without their aid I should have felt -so poorly qualified for the really
pleasurable task of writing THE BEAUTIFUL STORY that I would never have
attempted it. While exercising critical regard for exactness in the purely his-
torical features of the book, I have endeavored to so write the story that all
who ‘read it will not only gather useful lessons therefrom, but will be also
stimulated to a greater interest in the Bible and a stronger love, a better faith,
a more perfect obedience, and a constantly growing devotion to God, in whose
service may this effort of mine lead many to enter, is the earnest prayer of

THE AUTHOR. .



= AM here to let down the bars, so that the flock of lambs
E  and sheep may easily get into the green pastures of this
book. Its binding sumptuous, its type luxurious, its pic-
tures so many revelations, and its style of thought and
expression captivating, THE BEAUTIFUL STORY will have
an unlimited mission for good. A well-written book thas
will entertain young people, will interest the middle-aged
and the old, so that while the boy will put down his bat
and the girl her lawn-tennis racket to read this book, the
octogenarian, having adjusted his eye-glass No. 9, will read the story from lid
to lid. Books for the young are generally too elaborate or too simple, and
the forage for the lambs is either too high in the hay-rack or down under foot.
This book strikes the medium. When our older people were children there
was no juvenile literature. If the book-appetite arose, they were fed on a slice
of Wilberforce's ¢ Practical View of Christianity,” or little tid-bits.from Edwards
“On the Affections,” or were given a few nuts to crack from Chalmers’ ‘“Astro-
nomical Discourses.” Their fathers and mothers sighed lest these little ones
should turn out badly because they liked ginger-snaps better than the West-
minster Assembly’s Catechism, and would spend their money for marbles when
it ought to have gone toward furnishing red flannel shirts for the poor heathen
in Kamtchatka. You lost all faith in John Bunyan’s veracity, and whistled
incredulously when you came to that story about Apollyon. Pictures were scarce,
and a book was considered profusely adorned that had at the beginning a
sketch of the author in gown and bands and long hair of powdered whiteness,
and at the close, in ornate letters, the word “Fzzzs,” which you were told meant
The End, although, after wearily reading it through, you did not know whether
it was the end of the book or the end of you. You might as well feed your
baby on lobster salad ‘as at that eaily age to have been expected to dxgest tln‘
books that ‘were set before you |

(xix)
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But now the youth’s library is filled with books of large type and tasteful
vignette, and lids ridged and flowered and scrolled and columned and starred
with all the fascinations of book-bindery. ‘There is now danger that what is
ealled “milk for babes” shall become nothing but chalk and water. Many of
the Sabbath-schools are doing much to foster a taste for trashy literature. In
some of these libraries you find sentimental love-yarns; biographies of generals
who were very brave and good examples in some respects—when they were
sober; fairy stories in which the fairies had very low morals; accounts of boys
and girls who never lived—books in which there is no more religion than in
Don Quixote or Gulliver's Travels. We have been wondering why some reli-
gious society did -not publish a nice little edition of Baron Munchausen, with
a moral at the end showing our dear little people the danger of tying their
horses to the top of a church-steeple.

On Sunday night your child does not want to go to bed. He cries when
compelled to go, and looks under the bed for some of the religious hobgoblins that
come out of the Sunday-school library. Religious spooks are just as bad as any
other kind of spooks. A child is just as afraid of Floras, Pomonas, sylphs,
oreads, and fairies, as of ghosts. ‘The poor little darling in the blue sack goes
home with a book thinking she has heaven under her arm, and before she gets
through reading the story of love and adventure feels so strange that she thinks
she must be getting lots of religion.

In the choice of our children’s books let us not mistake slops for simplicity,
nor insult our children’s tastes by disquisitions about ‘ footsy-tootsies,” or keep
informing them of the historical fact—which they learned a great while ago—
that “ Mary had a little lamb,” or assemble the youngsters in coroner’s jury to
clear up the mystery as to * Who killed Cock Robin ?” If a child has no common
sense at seven years of age, it never will have.

Have at least one book in your library in which all the good children did not
die. My early impression from Sunday-school books was that religion was very
unhealthy. It seemed a terrible distemper that killed every boy and girl that it
touched. If I found myself some day better than common, I corrected the
mistake, for fear I should die, although it was the general opinion that I was not
in much danger from over-sanctity. But I do believe that children may have
religion and yet live through it. A strong mustard-plaster and a teaspoonful of
ipecac will do marvels. Timothy lived to grow up, and we are credibly informed
that little Samuel woke. Indeed, the best boys I ever saw occasionally -upset
things and got boisterous and had the fidgets. The goody-goody kind of children
make namby-pamby men. I should not be surprised to find that a colt which
does not frisk becomes a horse that will not draw. It is not religion that makes
that boy sit by the stove while his brothers are out snow-balling; but the
“dumps.” ‘The boy who has no fire in his nature may, after he has grown up,
have smimation enough to grease a wagon-wheel, but he will not own the wagon
nor have money enough to buy the grease. The best boy I ever knew before he
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went to heaven could strike a ball till it soared out of sight, and in the race,
far as you could see, you would find his red tippet coming out ahead. Look
out for the boy who never has the fingers of a good laugh tickle him under
the diaphragm. The most solemn-looking mule on our place had kicked to
pieces five dashboards.

There are parents who notice that their daughter is growing pale and sick,
and therefore think she must be destined to marry a missionary and go to
Borneo, although the only recommendation she has for that position is that
she will never be any temptation to the cannibals, who, while very fond of
cold ‘missionary, are averse to diseased meat; or, finding their son looking
cadaverous, think he is either going to die or become a minister, considering
that there is great power of consecration in liver complaint, and thinking him
doubly set apart who, while Presbytery are laying their hands on his head,
has dyspepsia laying its hands on his stomach.

Oh for a religious literature that shall take for its model of excellence a
boy that loves God and can digest his dinner in two hours after he eats it!l
Be not afraid to say, in your account of his decease, that the day before you
lost him he caught two rabbits in his trap down on the meadow, or soundly
thrashed a street-rufian who was trying to upset a little girl’s basket of cold
victuals. I do not think that heaven is so near to an illy-ventilated nursery
as to a good gymnasium. If the Church of God could trade off three thou-
sand hogsheads of religious cant for three thousand hogsheads of fresh air
and stout health, we should be the gainers, but the fellow with whom we
traded would be cheated mercilessly and forever.

An antidote for much literary poison is THE BEAUTIFUL STORY here pre-
sented. The young reader will not by it be fired with an ambition—such as
is kindled by much juvenile literature—to run away and scalp Indians on the
Rocky Mountains. Nearly all the boys that have run away from home, after
being brought back, have confessed that they got their inspiration for the
foolish deed from some of the books or periodicals for young people. But this
‘“ Beautiful Story” is just as thrilling and inspiriting for the right as the other
books I speak of are for the wrong. Much of it is dramatic in style—and
that is the most impressive of all styles. ‘The Bible is full of it. Here it is
in the Book of Judges: The fir tree, the vine, the olive tree, the brambles—
they all make speeches. Then at the close of the scene there is a coronation,
and the bramble is proclaimed king. That is a political drama. Here it is in
the Book of Job: Enter Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, Elihu, and Job. The opening
act of the drama, all darkness; the closing act of the drama, all sunshine.
Magnificent drama is the Book of Job! Here it is in Solomon’s Song: The
.region, an Oriental region—vineyards, pomegranates, mountains of myrrh, flock
of sheep, garden of spices, a wooing, a bride, a bridegroom, dialogue after
dialogue, ‘initense, gorgeous. All suggestive drama is the Book of Solomon’s
Song! ‘Here it is in the Book of Luke: Costly mansion in the night, all the



windows Bright with illymination, the floor aquake ‘with the dance. . Returned:
‘srm‘ in costly garments which do not very well fit him; perhaps: they were not.
made for him, but he must swiftly leave off his old garb and prepare for this
extemporized levee Pouting son at the back door too mad to go in, because
they are making such a fuss. Tears of sympathy running down the old man’s
cheek at the story of his son’s wandering and suffering, and tears of joy at
his return. Hear Murdoch recite the Prodigal Son in one of his readings,
and you will not know whether to sob or shout. Revivals of religion have
started just under the reading of that soul-revplutionizing drama of the Prodigal
Son. Here it is in the Book of Revelation: Crystalline sea; pearline gate;
opaline river; amethystine capstone; showering coronets; one vial poured out,
incarnadining the waters; cavalrymen of heaven galloping on white horses;
nations in doxology; hallelujahs to the right of them, hallelujahs to the left
of them. As the Bible opens with the drama of the first Paradise, so it closes
with the drama of the second Paradise.

I hail the publication of a book like this, because we need by an enter-
taining and sanctified literature to re-enforce our young people. What a battle
they have to do right when there are so many influences combining to make
them do wrong! It may be almost impossible to take a castle by straightfor-
ward siege, but suppose in the mnight there is a traitor within, and he goes
down and draws the bolt and swings open the great door, and then the castle
falls immediately. That is the trouble with the hearts of the young: they
have foes without and foes within. There are a great many who try to make
our young people believe it is a sign of weakness to be pure. The man will
toss his head and take dramatic attitudes and tell of his own indiscretions, and
ask the young man if he would not like to do the same; and they call him
verdant, and say he is green and unsophisticated, and wonder how he can
bear the puritanical strait-jacket. They tell him he ought to break from
his mother’s apron-strings, and they say, “I will show you all about town.
Come with us. You ought to see the world. It won’t hurt you. Do as you
please, but it will be the making of you.” After a while the young man says,
“Y don’t want to be odd, nor can I afford to sacrifice these friends, and I'll go
and see for myself.” From the gates of hell there goes a shout of victory.
Farewell to all innocence! Farewell to all earthly restraints favorable to that
innocence, which, once gone, never comes back! I heard one of the best men
I ever knew, seventy-five years of age, say, ‘“ Sir, God has forgiven me for all
the sins of my lifetime; I know that, but there is one sin I committed at
twenty years of age that I will never forgive myself for. It sometimes comes
over me overwhelmingly, and it absolutely blots out my hope of heaven.”

Young man, hear it! How many traps there are set for young people!
That is what makes parents so anxious. Here are temptations for every form
of dissipation, and every stage of it. The young man when he first goes into
dissipation is very particular where he goes. It must be a fashionable hotel:
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‘g0 mto such a piace, and he would say, “ Do you mean to msult met;g"’ Noj it
‘must be a marblefloored bar-room. There must be no salacious pictures
‘behind the counter; there must be no drunkard hiccuping while he takes his
glass It must be a place where elegant gentlemen come in and click their
cut glass and drink to the announcements of flattering sentiment.

But the young man cannot always find that kind of a place, yet he has
a thirst, and it must be gratified. The down grade is steeper now, and he is
almost at the bottom. Here they sit in an oyster-cellar around a card-table,
wheezing, bloated, and bloodshot, with cards so greasy you can hardly tell
who has the best hand. But never mind; they are only playing for drinks.
Shuffle away! shuffle away! The landlord stands in his shirt-sleeves, with his
hands on his hips, watching the game and waiting for amother call to fill up
the glasses. It is the hot breath of eternal woe that flushes that young man’s
cheek. In the jets of gaslight T see the shooting out of the fiery tongue of
the worm that never dies. The clock strikes twelve: it is the tolling of the
bell of eternity at the burial of a soul. Two hours pass on, and they are all
sound asleep in their chairs. Landlord says, “Come, now, wake up; it's time
to shut up.” They look and say, “What?” “It’s time to shut up.” Push
them out into the air. They are going home. Let the wife crouch in the
corner and the children hide under the bed. They are going home! What
is the history of that young man? He began his dissipation in the Fifth
Avenue Hotel, and completed his damnation in the worst grogshop in Navy
street.

But sin even does mnot stop here. It comes to the door of the drawing-
room. There are men of leprous hearts who go into the very best classes of
society. 'They are so fascinating! They have such a bewitching way of
offering their arm! Yet the poison of asps is under their tongue, and their
heart is hell. At first their sinful devices are hidden, but after a while they
begin to put forth their talons of death. Now they begin to show what they
really are. Suddenly—although you could not have expected it, they are so
fascinating in address, so charming in their manner—suddenly a cloud blacker
than was ever woven of midnight or hurricane drops upon some domestic cir-
cle. 'There is agony in the parental bosom that none but the Lord God Al-
mighty can measure—an agony that wishes that the children of the household
‘had been swallowed by the grave, when it would be only a loss of body instead
of loss of soul. What is the matter with that household? They have not
had the front windows open in six months or a year. The mother’s hair has
suddenly turned white; the father, hollow-cheeked and bent over prematurely,
goes down the street. ‘There has been no death in that family, no loss of
property. Has madness seized upon them? No, no! A villain, kid-gloved,
patent-leathered, with gold chain and graceful manner, took that cup of domes-
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tic bliss, elevated it high in the air until the sunlight struck it and all the
rainbows danced about the brim, and then dashed it down in desolation and
woe until all the harpies of darkness clapped their hands with glee and all
the voices of ruin uttered a loud Hal hal

Oh, there are scotes and hundreds of homes that have been blasted, and
if the awful statistics could be fully set before you, your blood would freeze
in a solid cake of ice at the heart! Do you wonder that fathers and mothers
are anxious about their children, and that they ask themselves the question
day and night, “What is to become of them? What will be their destiny ?”

In this great struggle between good and bad this book is on the right
side. May God speed it on a mission of light and rescue all round the world!
and long after the author who wrote it, and the printers who set it up, and
the publisher who starts it on its beneficent way shall have closed the work
of their lifetime may THE .BEAUTIFUL STORY continue a benediction to the
human race! '




X e
\\,;W jx,':/ @:)

4 " \,—,f

G J
%;g y J)"w'

of 1 j"ﬂ)
E—bv "" ‘z
i 7 ,“‘" x

CHAPTER 1.

The Story of Creation—Beauties of Eden—The birth of love—First sin of Adam and Eve—Their pun-
ishment—Driven fromthe garden, . . . . . . . . . . . . . L0000 0o e

CHAPTER II.

Birth of Cain and Abel—The first murder—Cain is made an outcast—He founds the first city—Enoch,
the wise man—]Jubal, the first musician—Tubal-cain, the first worker in metal—Enoch translated to
heaven, . . . . . . . . . . . L ..o e e e e e e e e

CHAPTER IIIL

Story of the Great Flood—All the world’s creatures drowned save Noah and those with him in the
ark—The ark floating on a waste of waters—Re-peopling the world—Building of the tower of Babel—
Confusion of tongues—The people are scattered, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ...

CHAPTER 1IV.

The Story of Abraham—The famine in Canaan—Wickedness of the Egyptians—Sarah taken as wife by
the king—A plague sent to punish Pharaoh—Abraham rears an altar—Lot and Abraham compelled
to separate—Lot moves to Sodom—He is captured by four kings—Abraham to the rescue—Barren-
ness of Sarah is complained of—Abraham takes Hagar to wife—The poor woman afterward driven
from his house —Hagar's wanderings with her babe—An angel comes to her aid-—Destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah—Abraham and the three angels—Abraham is called to sacrifice his only
son—Death of Sarah, and marriage of Isaac—The story of Isaac and Rebekah-—Death and burial of
Abraham, . . . . . . . . .o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

CHAPTER V.

Tho Story of Jacob and Esau—The Philistines worry Isaac—Abimelech enters into a covenant with
Isaac—Jacob takes Esau’s birthright—Jacob deceives his blind father—Jacob'’s vision—Jacob’s hard
gervice for a wife—Jacob marries two sisters —He meets his brother Esau in the desert—The birth
of Benjamin—The &imes of Simeon and Levi—Death of Rachel—Jacob and Esau bury their
father, . . . . ¢« o L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e

CHAPTER VI

The Story of Joseph—Joseph the tale-bearer—His brothers resolve to kill him—Reuben saves Joseph's
life—Joseph sold to the Egyptians—Joseph becomes an interpreter of dreams—Interprets Pharaoh’s
dream—The famine—Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt to buy corn—Meeting of Joseph and Benja-
min--The brothers brought to great grief—Joseph reveals himself to his brothers—An affecting
acene—Joseph sends for his father—Meeting of Joseph and his aged father—Jacob bleasee Joseph’s

children and dies, . . . . . . . . . . . L L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

( xxv)

PAGE

33-38

39-43

44-47

48-63

64-74

- 75-91



xxVi CONTENTS.

CHAPTER VIL
" PAGE
The Stery of Moses—Oppression of the Jews—Birth and finding of Moses—The manhood of Moses—

Moses kills an Egyptian—Flees from Egypt and marries in Arabia—Returns to free the Jews—His
miracles before Pharaoh—The ten plagues—The Jews flee from Egypt—Pharaoh’s host drowned in
the sea—Wanderings of the Israelites—Water brought out of the rock Horeb—Fed with manna—
The ten commandments—Moses talks with God, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. ... 92-111

CHAPTER VIIL

Stoning & Blasphemer—Taking a census of the Israelites—The Israelites resume their journeyings—
Spies sent into Canaan—Rebellion of the princes—The miracle of Aaron’s rod—An earthquake
. swallows up Korah— A pestilence stayed by a miracle, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... ... 112-119

CHAPTER IX.

The Sin of Moses and Aaron—The brazen serpent set up—The Israelites are victorious in two battles—
The story of Balaam and the angel—The cupidity of the prophet—Death of Moses—A grave made
by the hand of God, . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... e 120-129

CHAPTER X.

The Story of Job’s Faith—Who was Job?—Purpose of the story—Job’s great wealth—His domestic
joys—Satan obtains permission to afflict him—Job’s possessions are destroyed—His children are
killed by a storm1 —-He is afflicted with boils—Job's friends—Riches and children again sent him, 130-135

CHAPTER XI.

Joshua Chosen to Sneceed Moses—Spies sent into Jericho— They are hidden by a woman—Their
escape —The capture and slaughter at Jericho—The crime of an avaricious man—=Stoned to death—
Capture of Ai and league of the kings - Strategy of the Gibeonites—The battle of Beth-Horon—
Joshua divides the land—His death, . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... . . . 136-149

CHAPTER XIIL

6lod is Forsaken by the Israelites—Punishments sent upon them—Assassination of King Eglon—
Story of the destruction of the tribe of Benjamin—The great battle of Shiloh—Massacre of the
people of Jabesh-gilead—Four hundred virgins made captives— Deliverance of Israel by Deborah—
Jael kills Sisera with amnail, . . . . . . . . . . .00 0000 o © 150~160

CHAPTER XIII

The Story of Gideon—Gideon visited by an angel—Called by God to lead the Israelites—Gideon’s
fleece—A wondrous victory—The rebellion of Abimelech-—The murder of sixty-nine brothers—
Massacre of the inhabitants of Shechem—The story of Jephthah and his daughter—Jephthah’s rash ‘
vow—He sacrifices his only child—The rebellion against Jephthah, . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 161-170

CHAPTER XIV.

The Story of Samson—An angel predicts his birth—His marvellous strength—Samson destroys a lion—
Samson marries a woman who deceives him—His riddle—The singular means he took to spread a
fire—Slays the Philistines with the jaw-bone of an ass—He carries off the gates of Gaza—How he
was finally overcome by his enemies—He pulls down the temple of Dagon, . . . . . . . . . . 171-180

CHAPTER XV.

The Story of Rath and Naomi—A sorrowful widowhood—In poverty among ttrangm—-—Rntsh gleam in the ' ‘
- field of Boaz—Her beauty wins a noble lover—Boaz redeems the inheritance of Ruth—Her marriage, 181-188



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XVIL

The Story of Samuel—Samuel called by God—Instructed in the priesthood by Eli—Israelites are defeated .

by the Philistines—The sins. of Eli's two sons—The Philistines capture the ark—The calamities that
followed it—The ark returned —A terrible punishment for profanation of the ark—Israel is delivered
through the prayers of Samuel—The Israelites demand a king—Saul ordained king,

.......

CHAPTER XVIIL

The Reign of Saul—His first battle —Jonathan’s great valor—Samuel’s advice to the people—Saul's
expedition against the Amalekites—Saul’s sin against God—Samuel’s prophesies the downfall of
Saul—David appointed Saul’s successor—David plays the harp to drive away Saul’s melancholy, . .

CHAPTER XVIIL

The Story of David—He slays the giant—Saul jealous of David—David compelled to flee for his life—A
second time he escapes Saul’s vengeance—David in exile—Saul renews the hunt for David—David
refuses to revenge himself—David again spares Saul's life—The sin and deception of David—Saul
consults the witch of Endor—David driven out of the Philistine camp—The death of Saul,

CHAPTER XIX.

»

Pavid is Proclaimed King—Assassination of Abner—David laments for Abner—Assassination of Ish
bosheth—David lays siege to Jerusalem—Rebuilding of Jerusalem—David commits a great sin—War
with the Philistines—David brings the ark to Jerusalem—David prosecutes a war for spoils—David
adopts Jonathan’s son—His war with the Ammonites—David’'s greatest iniquity—Nathan condemns
David—David’s punishment—Ammon conceives a passion for Tamar— Absalom murders his brother—
Absalom’s rebellion—Death of Absalom—David's lamentations—David remits the offenses of his
enemies—Battles with the Philistine giants—David is punished for numbering the people, . . . . .

. CHAPTER XX.

Pavid Prepares to Build a Temple—Adonijah’s ambition to succeed David—David's last charge to
Solotmon—God's great gift to Solomon—Adonijah and Joab slain—Solomon restores a contested
child—Building the temple—Dedication of the temple—Building of the king's palace—Solomon
visited by the Queen of Sheba—Solomon bows down to idols—Israel is divided—Golden images set
up by Jeroboam —Jerusalem captured—The temple spoiled—Downfall of Jeroboam—Asa’s great
victory—Baasha's war with Asa—Ahab’s wicked reign—The miracles of Elijah—Elijah before Ahab
—Elijah persecuted by Jezebel—Ahab has Naboth stoned to death—Siege of Samaria—]Jehoshaphat’s
reign—God performs amiracle. . . . . . . .. . ... L. Lo

CHAPTER XXI.

Ahaziah’s Reign and Death—The messengers destroyed by fire—Elijah translated to heaven—A league
against the Moabites—Miracles wrought by Elisha—An army sent to apprehend Elisha—Miraculous
termination of a famine—Jehu anointed king—Terrible death of Jezebel—Destruction of the wor-
shippers of Baal —The youngest king of Israel—A dead body brought to life—Amaziah’s great vic-
tories—Jeroboam’s prosperous reign—The Assyrian invasion, . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ...

CHAPTER XXIIL

The Story of Jonah—Jonah is ordered to go to Nineveh—Disobeys God—Starts to Joppa by sea—The
storm—He is thrown overboard—Swallowed by a great fish—Vomited on to land—He preaches in
Nineveh—The city is converted—Jonah’s anger—Captivity of Israel—Hezekiah’s reign—Miraculous
‘destruction of Sennacherib's army—Hmkiah escapes death by a miracle—Capture of Manassebh—

. Josiah kills the false prophets—Amon is murdered—Josiah becomes king—Josiah slain in battle—
-, Destruction of Jerusalem—The rule of Jehoiachin—Captivity of Judah— Zedekiah's eyes burned out,

xxvii

PAGE

186-194

195-203

204-225

226-253°

254-288

289-311

sm-m



'CONTENTS.

CHAPTER
- The Jews Become Oracles in Babylon—Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar's dream—Predictions of the

coming of CHR®T—The three Hebrews in a fiery furnace—Nebuchadnezzar becomes insane ~ Belshas-
zar’s feast—Daniel is cast into a den of lions—Daniel's prayer for Jerusalem—Daniel’s visions, . . . 330~34

PAGR

CHAPTER XXIV.

Return of the Jews from Captivity—Rebuilding of the temple—Ezra goes to Jerusalem—Separation of
the Jews and their wives taken from other mations, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 342-34

CHAPTER XXV.

“The Story of Esther—Vashti disobeys the king—Esther chosen to succeed her as queen—The king orders
the Jews to be slaughtered—How Esther saved her people—Mordecai’s triumph—Execution of
Haman, . . . . . . Gt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 346-35

CHAPTER XXVI

Nehemiah sent to Rebuild Jerusalem—Celebrating the restoration—Abuses reformed—Nehemiah the
seal of the prophets, . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Lo e 358-36

CHAPTER XXVII

‘The Apocrypha—Discussion of its admission to the Bible—Israel after Nehemiah's death—A second
temple built by a schism in the church—Alexander the Great—Jerusalem captured by Ptolemy—The
death of Simon—FEleazar—Heliodorus scourged by anangel, . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 363-37,

CHAPTER XXVIIIL.

‘The Sack of Jerusalem—Pollution of the temple—Dreadful persecution of the Jews—Horrible.punish-
ment of a mother and her seven sons—Decliverance of the Jews by Maccabeus—Battle with the
Syrians—Eleazar slain by an elephant—Alexander the Horrible—Mark Antony and Cleopatra—

Crueltyof Herod, . . . . . . « « v v v v i i v it it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 374-39:

BIRTH OF CHRIST.

CHAPTER XXIX.

'The Fonr Gospels—A golden promise—An angel appears to Zacharias—Gabriel appears to Mary—The
birth of John—The birth of JESUs—An angel announces the glad tidings—Naming of CHRIsT—
Herod murders the children of Bethlehem—Escape of JEsus—JEsus disputes with the doctors—
Preaching of John—John declares the coming of CaRIST—]John baptizes JESUS—The forty-days’ fast,
and temptation—The first miracle—Money changers driven from the temple—Conversion of Nico-
demus—John is beheaded—JEsUs discourses with a Samaritan woman—Healing of the nobleman’s
son—The Nazarenes conspire to kill JESus—Miraculous draught of fishes—Healing the sick—Heal-
ing of a leper—JEsus illustrates His discourse—The Pharisees demand His punishment—CHRIST
heals the cripple—Twelve apostles chosen—The centurion’s faith is rewarded—JEsus raises the
widow’s son—JESUS anointed by a penitent woman —Parable of the sower—Parable of the tares and -
mustard seed. . . . . .. .0 0000 Lo e e e e e e e e e o .. 393443



. CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XXX.

Jesus Calms the Tempest—Devils cast out of two demoniacs—The raising of Jairus's daughter—JEsus
feeds the multitude—]RsuUs walks on the sea ~The true bread of life—JEsus predicts His death and

~ resurrection—The disciples are scoffed at—Parable of the generous king—Healing the ten lepers—
Parable of the good Samaritan—The two Marys—The woman taken in sin—A blind man healed—
Parable of the good shepherd—Raising of Lazarus—]ESus escapes to the wilderness—Parable of the
great supper—Parable of the prodigal son—Parable o1’ the rich man and Lazarus—The Pharisee and
publican—The rich young man—Parable of the laborers, . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. .

CHAPTER XXXI.

Zaccheus Acknowledges Christ—The triumphant entry into Jerusalem—Parable of the vineyard—Para-
ble of the wedding feast—The poor widow's mite—Destruction of the temple foretold — Parable of the
ten virgins—Parable of the talents—Designs against the Lord’s life—The last supper—The passion
in the garden—Betrayal of JESUS—JESUS taken captive—Peter’s denial, . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

CHAPTER XXXII.

The Trial of Jesus—Pilate tries to save Him--They cry, *Crucify Him !"—JEsus is mocked and
scourged—Remorse and suicide of Judas—The crucifixion—The soldiers divide His garments—
CHaRIsT's last words—The manner of crucifying practised by the Jews—Horrible sufferings—The
earthquake—Graves give up their dead—The burial of JESUS, . . . . . . . . « . . . . . . . ..

CHAPTER XXXIII.

The Resurrection of Christ—]Esus appears to the disciples—The doubts of Thomas—Mary meets
JEsus—A miraculous haul of fishes—JEsUS eats with the disciples—Tle ascension, . . . . . . .

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Acts of the Apostles—Pirst miracle of John and Peter—Arrest and trial of the apostles—Punishment
of Ananias and Sapphira—Seven deacons chosen—Conversion of the eunuch—Stephen is stoned
to death—Conversion of Saul-—Ananias sent to restore Saul’s sight—The Jews seek to kill Paul—
Resurrection of Dorcas—Conversion of Cornelius—Peter’s vision—An angel delivers Peter from
prison—Paul is called to Antioch—Paul and Barnabas driven from Antioch—The two afterward
TEtUIT, . . . . v o o o o e b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

CHAPTER XXXV.

Paul and Barnabas Disputée—Paul and Silas are scourged—The people again threaten Paul—Paul
teaches the Athenians—The Unknown God—An evil spirit punishes the impostors—Paul is appre-
hended at Corinth—A mob goes crying through Ephesus—A young man is killed, but restored
to life—Paul arrested in the temple—The people again try to stone Paul—Shipwreck of Paul—Riot
"in Rome, and Paul’s death—Crucifixion of St. Peter—Exile of St. John—Visions of St. John on
lonely Patmos, . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

e
xxix

PAGE

448-483

484-500

501-514

515523

524-539

540~556-



Eulogy of Henry Ward Beecher .
Heaven our Home . . . . . . . .

A Chrisﬁan Man’s Life. . . . . .

Humility . . . . . .

AWoodNote . . . . ... ...

Summer Woods . . . . . . .

vatching Shadows . . . . . R

Poor Wife, She’s Dead . .

The RainyDay . . .. .. ..
A Yearin Heaven . . . . . . . .
‘Death the Gateway to Joy . . . .
Shun the Bowl . . . . . . . . .
Fvenlight . . . . . .. .. ..
Rest . . ... ... ......

AUTHOR. PAGH. AUTHOR. PAGE

. Parker . . .

Prentice

. Aliston

Howitt

. Burleigh . .

Hannaferd .

Anonymous .

Longfelliow .
Larcom
Talmage

Barker

557 DecemberandMay. . . . . . . .. Hood

559 TwoPictures. . . . . . ... .. Douglass.
559 AMemory. . . . . . ... .... W E.H.
559 RainontheRoof . .. . .. .. . Kinney

560 TheDead House. . . . . . . . . . Lowell . . .
560 Memory. . . . . . . . ... ... Garfield .
561 TheDeath-Bed. . . . . . . . . .. Hood

562 The Brotherhood of Man . . . . . . Washington
562 ‘The Hourof Death . . . . . . . . . Hemans .
563 MusicinCamp. . . . . . . . ... Thompson .
563 OntheRiver . . . . . . .. ... Havers

564 Shall We Meet Again? . . . . . . . Prentice . .
565 Annabellee. . . . . . .. . ... Poe

565 BENEDICTION. . . ... .... Psalms . . .

{xxx)

. 56

56

. 56

56
56
Ly,

- - 57

57
57
57.
57

5%
SN



/

/ ‘:!g!n

@

\¥

2 /J/Af
~—-'~\\ -\
NN

r(/

Colored

Presentation.

Eden, in the Morning of Creation.
Jacob’s Drcam,

Finding ot Moses.

Jephthah’'s Rash Vouwy.,

Rscent of Hlijah.

Choise Initial Letters.

AMemory, . . . . . . . 0w e . PAGE 568
wAaron’s Tomb, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 121
Abraham and the Three Angels, . . . . . . . .. 55
Abraham’s Vision of the Promised Land, . 57
‘“Abraham, Lay not thy Hand upon the Lad,” . . 358
Adam and Eve Expelled from the Garden, . . 37
After the Deluge, . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Ahasuerus Celebrating his Marriage w1th Esther, . 348
Ahasuerus Receiving Esther, . . . . . . . . .. 350
Alexander at the Siege of Tyre, . . . . . . . 366
Amaziah Driving the Edomtt&s over the Rocka, . 307
An Angel Leads the Army of Joshua, . . . . . 145
Ananias and Sapphira, . . . . . . . .. 527
Ancient Babylon, . . . . . 336
Ancient Corinth, . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 545
Angel Appearing to Joshua, . . . . . 140
Angel Releasing the Apostles, e e e e 529
Annunciation, The, . . . . 396
Ascension, The, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 523
Agnila and Priscilla, T . . . 546
‘‘Arise, Take up thy Bed, and Walk,”. . . . . . . 440
Balaam Confronted by an Angel, . . . . . . . . 124
Barak before Deborah, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 158
Battle between Antxgonus and Ptolemy, . . . . . 369
Benediction, . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 576
Bethlehem, . . . . . .. . .. .. .. 394
Brazen Serpent Lifted Up, . . . . . . . . . .. 122
Cain and Agel Sacrificing, . . . . . . . ... .. 40
Call of Matthew, . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 442
Capture of Babylon by Cyrus, . . . . . 338
Capture of Jerusalem by the Romans, . . . . . . 386
Capture of Maidensat Shiloh, . . . . . . . . . . 157
Catching Shadows, . . . . . . . . . . .. 561
Christ Falling beneath the Cross, . . . . . . . . 512
LCoufusion of Tongues at Babel, 47
Creation of Eve, . . . . . . . 34
Crowning the Infant Joash, . . . . . . . 305
Daniel Bound and Cast to the Lions, . . . . . . . 340
Daniel Inte: Nebuchadnezzar's Dream, . 3329
‘‘ Daughter, &lth Hath Made Thee Whole,” 453
David Addreumg Saul, . . . ... ... L 215
David Besieging the Cxty of Rabbah, . . . . . . 239
David Cutting off Saul’s Skirt, . . . . . . . .. 214
David’s Fight with the Giant, . . . . .. . . : . 20§
David Playing beforeSaul, . . . . . .’ .. . . 203
David with Goliath's Head, . . . . . . .. .. . 207

l

Plates.

Daniel in the Lion’s Den.
Jesus Wialking on the Watex.
Gethsemane.
Christ Before Pilate.
of Palestine.
O Grave, Wihere is thy Wistory?

Symbolie End Pisces.

Death of Pharaoh’s First-born, . . . . . . . PAGE 102
Death of Sapphu’a, ............... 528
Death of the Widow’s only Child, 276
December and May, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 566
Defeat of the Ammonites, . . . . . . . . . . .. 198
Defeat of the Midianites, . . . . . . . . . . .. 128
Defeat of Sisera, . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 159
Delilah Deceiving Samson, . . . . . . . . . . . 177
Departure of the Prodigal Son, . . . . . . . .. 477
Destruction of the Benjaminites, . . . . . . . . 154
Destruction of Shechem by Abimelech, . . . . . 166
Earthquake at Philippi, . . . . . . . . .. ... 541
Eleazar Killed by an E lephant ......... 383
Elijah Carried to Heaven in a Chariot of Flame, . 291
Elijah Fed by the Ravens, . . . . . . . . . .. 2
Elijah Persecuted by Jezebel, ...... i« . . . 280
Elijah Raises the Widow'sSon, . . . . . . . . . 277
Escapeof David, . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 210
Esther Preparmg to Meet the King, . . 349
Esther Swoons before the King, . . . . . . . . . 351
Evenlight, . . . .. ... ... ... 56
Execution of the Prophets of Baal, . . . . . . . 27
Ezra Reading the Book of the Law, .. 361
Faithful Servant, The, . . . . . . . . .. 491
Falling of the Walls of Jericho, . . . . . . . .. 141
First Miracle, The, . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 416
First Murder, The, . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 41
Finding the Cup in Benjamin's Sack, 86
Flood, The, . . . . . . . . . . ... ..
Gabriel S})eaking to Zacharias, . . . . . . . ..
Garden of Gethsemane, . . . . . . . . . 497
Gideon Convinced by the Fleece, . . . . . . 163
Gladiator’s Wife, The, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3
Gleaners, . . . . . . . . . .« 0. 185
Hagar and Ishmael in the Desert, . . . . . . . . 53
Haman Beg; agng for his Life, . . . . . . .. .. 356
Haman Leading Mordecai through the Streets, . . 354
Happy Daysof Job, . . . . . . ... ... .. 132
‘‘He 1s not here, but is risen,” . . . . . . .. 17
¢ He that is without sin let him cast the first stone, ” 469
Headof Jesus,. . . « . . . . . . . . « « . oo 521
Heliodorus Punished in the Temple, . . . . .. . 372
Herodlas, . . . . . . .. ... ... .. ... 421
Herodias Receives the Head of John, . . . .. . . 4

Herod Commanding a Cessation of the Slaughter, -
Hiram Sends Messengers to King Solomon, . . .

(xxxi)



xXXX11 )
His NameIsJohm,. . . . . . . . . . . .. PAGE _
Honoring Joseph in the Palace of Pharaoh, . . . 81
Horrible Death of the Iniquitous Jezebel, . . 302
1do! of Baal in the Hermon Valley, . . . . . . . 165
Image of Gold Set up for Daniel, . . . . . . .. 334
Israelites Vowi:g to Avenge the Levite Woman, 153
Jacob Embalnted, . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 90
Jacob, Leahand Rachel, . . . . . . ... ... 22
Jacob Tending the Flocks of Laban, . . . . . . .
acob’s Vision, . . . . . . . . . .. e e 67
acob Wrestling with the Angel, . . . . . . . . . 71
Jemes and John are Called, . . . . . . . . . .. 414
Jephthah’s Daughter Going to Meet her Father, 169
Jeremiah Cast into the Dungeon, . . . . . . . . 326
Jesus about to be Betrayed, . . . . . . . . . . 495
Jesus and the Woman of Samaria, . . . . . . . . 426
Jesus at Twelve Years Old in the Temple, 407
Jesus Asleep in the Storm, . . . . . . .. . .. 449
Jesus Bearing his Cross, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 509
Jeeus Clearing the Temple, . . . . . . . . . .. 418
Jesus Entering Jerusalem amid Hosannas, . . . . 485
“esus Mocked, . . . . . . ..o 507
‘esus Preaching and Healing, . . . . . . . . .. 455
‘esus Preaching in the Synagogue, . . . . . . . . 465
‘esus Tempted of the Devil, . . . . . . . . . .. 41
_'esus the Carpenter'sSon, . . . . . . . . . .. 4
Jesus Washing Peter’s Feet, . . . . . . . . . .. 494
Jews Carried away Captive to Babylon, . . . . . . 328
Jews in Bondage to the Egyptians, . . . . . . . 93
Joab Assassinating Amasa, . . . . . . . . . . .. 250
Joab Killing Absalom, . . . ... ....... 248
Joab Mounting the Walls of Jerusalem, . . . . . 232
Job and his Three Friends, . . . . . . . . . .. 134
Joseph and Mary attheInn, . . . . . . . . .. 400
Johnand Mary, . . . .. . ... .. .. ... 5II
John the Baptist in the Wilderness, . . . . . . . 410
Jonah Castintothe Sea, . . . . . . . . . . .. 313
Jonah Warning the People of Nineveh, . . . . . 14
Jordan, the Traditionary Bathing-place of Naaman, 296
}ooeph Cast intothe Pit, . . . . . . . . . . .. 77
oseph’s Dream, . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. 78
Joseph Interpreting Pharaoh’s Dream, . . . . . . 83
Joseph Reveals himself to his Brothers, . . . . . 87
Joshua Commanding the Sun to Stand Still, 147
Joshua Watching the Destructionof Ai . . . . . . 143
Judith with the Head of Holofernes, . . . . . . . 378
King David—from Gustave Moreau’s Painting, . . 255
Kissof Betrayal, . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 4
Lazarus before the Rich Man's Door, . . . . . . 480
Lions Destroying Christians, . . . . . . . . .. 555
Martha Meeting theLord, . . . . . . . . . . .. 472
ﬁeeting of David and Mephibosheth, . . . . . . 237
CIIOLY, - « « + = ¢ v v v e e e e e 570
Miraculous Destruction of Sennacherib’s Army, 318
Miraculous Draught of Fishes, . . . . . . .. . 430
Miriam’s Song of Thanksgiving, . . . . . . . . 107
Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh, . . . . . . . . 98
Moses Brea.king theTables, . . . . . . . . . .. 110
Moses Laying his Hands upon Joshua, . . . . . . 137
Mosque over y e e e 72
umt Sin‘i, .................. I
Murder of Queen Athaliah, . . . . . . . . . .. 3
Murrain, The Plagueof, . . . . . . .. . . .. 100
Nabal Celebrating Harvest Close, . . . . . . . . 216
Naboth before King Ahab, . . . . . . . .. .. 282
8& of Ab;af:lam, ................ 62
ne Than Leper, . . . . . . . . ... ... 464
Onthe River, . . . . . . .. . ... .. ... 574
Palace of Nebuchadnezzar in Babylom, . . . . . . 332

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

Parting of David and Jonathan, . . . . .. PAGE 212
Paul Shipwrecked, . . . . . . . . . e e 553
Paul the Guest of Festus, . . . . . . . . .. .. 551
‘‘Peace Be Unto You,” . . . . . .. ... ... 520
Peter DenyingtheLord, . . . . . . . . .. ., 500
Peter Weefaigg Bitterly, . . . . . .. ... .., 502
Pilate Declaring Jesus Innocent, . . . . . . . .. 505
Pool Before Askelon—Still Existing, . . . . . . . 189
Pool of Bethesda, . . . . . . . . . ... .. .. 439
Poolof Elisha, . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. 293
Pool or Wellsof Moses, . . . . . . . . . . ., .. 104
Poor Wife, SheisDead, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 562
Pharaoh’s Host Swallowedup, . . . . . . . . .. 101
Pharaoh’s Musicians, . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 96
Priests and Fumniture of the Tabernacle, . . . . . 114
Punishmentof Antiochus, . . . . . . . . . . .. 379
Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon, . . . . . . . . . 265
Rachel’sTomb, . . . . . . . . ... ... ..., 73
Rebekahatthe Well, . . . . . . . . . .. ... 61
Rebekah Coming tothe Well, . . . . . . . . .. 65
Return of the Prodigal Son, . . . . . . . . . .. 478
Return of the Spies, . . . . . . . . . . . ... 116
Rich Young Man Sorrowful, . . . . . . . . .. 482
Rod of Aaron Budded, . . .-. . . . . .. ... 119
Ruinsof Shiloh, . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 187
Ruthand Naomi, . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 182
Ruth Gleaning in the Field of Boaz, . . . . . . . 183
Ruth the Gleaner, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 184
Salome, . . . . . . .. .0 423
Salome Dancing Before Herod, . . . . . . . . . 422

Samson Pushing Down the Pillars,
Samson Slaying the Philistines, . . . . . . . . . 176

Samson Tearing the Liom, . . . . . . . . . . .. 173
Samuel Rebuking Saul, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 200
Sarai and Hagar, . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 50
Sarai in the Household of Pharaoh, . . . . . . 49
Saul Anginted King by Samuel, . . . . . . . . 193
Saul’s Last Battle, . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 223
Saul’s Visit to the Witch of Endor, . . . . . . . 220
Saul of Tarsus Smitten to the Ground, . . ... . . 532
Scribes and Interpreters of the Law, . . . . . . . 311
Scribes Reading the Law to Ahasuerus, . . . . . 353
Sealing the Sepulchre, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 516
Services at Dedication of the Temple, . . . . . . 263
Sibbechai's Victory over the Philistine Warriors, 251
Siege of Jerusalem—Showing Ancient Weapons, 231
Solomon’s Harem, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. )
Scizmon Ordering the Children to be Divided, .
Shepherds Keeping their Flocks by Night, . . . . 402
Slaughter of Ahab’sSons, . . . . . . . . . . . 303
Syrians Scaling the Walls of Samaria, . . . . . . 284
Tabernacle, The, . . . . . . . .. . ... .. o 113
Taking Down the Precious Body, ey
Temple of Solomon Restored, . . . . . . . . . . 262
Theatre of Dionysius at Athens, . . . . . . . . . 544
The Death-Bed, . . . . . . . . .. ... ... §7%
The Hourof Death, . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 572
There is BornaSaviour, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 403
::%ousart t‘l;ee%ian!” hees L 241
y Sins orgiven Thee,” . . . . . . . . . 434
Tiberims, . . . . . . . . . .. ... 450
Transfiguration, The, . . . . . . . . . 460
Two Pitgtures, derrias Teorte, | 567
'%;ype of Square emple,
1sion of eCherug:;? ce _
Witchof Endor, . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. 221
‘“Who Touched Me?” . . . . . .. ... ... 452
Woman Kissing the Feetof Jesua, . . . . . . . . 444
‘“Woman, Thou Art Made Well,” . . . . . . . . 478
Woman W:ph:gejuu’_ Peet, . .
Worshipping the Golden Calf,



THE BEAUTIFUL STORY.

CHAPTER L

THE STORY OF CREATION.
Genesis.

EFORE our beautiful world was brought into existence by

the command of God, there was neither sun, moon, stars

nor living thing; yet there was a heavenly host, and the

King of kings sat on His great white throne and received

the praises of those radiant beings, the cherubim and sera-
t phim (cherubs and seraphs) who, after the creation, became
messengers between God and man, and guardians at the
gates of Paradise. The Bible does not tell us much about
the angels that were born in the celestial city, nor of -God, before the
world was fashioned by His mighty hand, but is chiefly a record of
the works of the Almlghty and His relatlon to mankind as the
Father of all.

The first story in the Bible is that of creation—how the world
was made. As there were no men on the earth until after God’s
great labor had been accomplished, no one would have been qualified
to write a history of creation had not God inspired some. ruan with
the knowledge necessary thereto. And this is what He did. In the
days of Moses there were nome, not even the wisest, who knew how the world
came into being, or how it had once been drowned for its wickedness. Desir-
ous that His children should be enlightened upon the manner in which the
world was spoken into existence, God endowed Moses with the gift of revela-
tion, by which he was enabled to describe things he had never seen or heard
of, for it was indeed God who directed his hand in the writing, so that Moses
was but the instrument, or the pen, which God used to tell the story of crea-
tion. It was thus that the first ﬁve books (called the Penfateuck) of the Bible
were written.

The beginning of God’s labor was the creation of the earth, and of heaven,
which was the air, or atmosphere, round about the earth, for heaven itself
already existed. @We still call the blue vault overhead, studded with the bright
constellation of stars, the heavens, and it was this heaven, in contradistinction
from that which is the abode of God, that is thus referred to by Moses The
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THE BEAUTIFUL STORY. 35

earth was without form and in darkness, until by the divine command the sun
and moon and stars burst into being and cast their first light upon the new
world. ‘The light and darkness were now separated so that at appointed times
the earth should be bathed with the sun’s rays, and again be covered with
darkness, and these changes God designed should occur every twelve hours.
The former He therefore called day, and the latter night.

He divided the waters and made the dry land to appear, and in the latter
planted the seed of every kind of tree, grass, and herb, which were made to
spring up and yield their fruit to bless the earth, and the creatures which were
speedily to be brought into being. ‘The waters were now made to bring forth
fish of every species, including the great whales and other monsters which
belong to the deep, and winged fowls were made to fly above the waters and
the earth. ‘Then followed the creation of all manner of beasts and cattle, and
things that creep as well, so that on the last day of God’s labor the earth was
teeming with life, both great and small, blessed by His generous hand, and
ready for the dominion which He was about to give to a creature yet unborn
to exercise over them.

- Over -all this beautiful world, so fresh and perfect, so wondrous with rich
vegetation and marvellous with abundant and diversified life, God cast his grati-
fied eye, and was pleased with His labor. But His great work was yet incom-
plete, for though all things which He had made were beautiful and perfect, He
had given to nome of His creatures the divine attribute—reason—which could
make them mindful of His goodness and their dependency upon His bounty
and mercy. ‘To complete the measure of His omnipotence, God therefore said
unto the celestial host by which He was surrounded, “ Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness.” And so God fashioned Adam in His own
image, and gave to him dominion over every living thing that was on the earth,
and made every tree and herb to bring forth fruit for him.

It was on the seventh day that God completed His work of, creation, and
He rested on that day and blessed and sanctified it, being greatly pleased with
what He had done.

But after resting one day God returned to His labor, not of creating, but
of preparing the earth for the being He had fashioned in His own likeness.

"The record of Moses tells us that “the Lord .God planted a garden east-
ward in Eden; and there He put the man whom He had formed.” In this
garden God made to grow every tree and flower that was beautiful to the sight,
and that yielded the most delicious of fruits. In this garden Adam was placed
and told to. freely eat of everything that pleased him except of the fruit of a
single tree that stood in the centre of this earthly paradise, and of this he was
forbidden to touch. God told Adam that this tree bore fruit which was mortal
to the .taste, and that if he ate of it the penalty would be death.

After giving possession of the garden to Adam, God caused every species
of bird, animal and reptile that He had created to pass before Adam, who gave

e
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to each the name by which it should ever afterward be known. But though
Adam had dominion over every living thing, and was set in the midst of all
the beautiful things that prolific and exuberant nature could yield, he was never-
theless lonesome, and sighed for a companionship which nothing that God had
yet made could supply. The birds of the air builded their nests and warbled
sweetly their orisons together, while the beasts of the field lay down beside
each other or sported over the green fields in happy freedom and joyful com-
munication. Adam alone was without a mate to share the pleasures of Eden
with him, a lonely creature amid the splendors of paradise.

God had compassion upon Adam, however, and resolved to give him a
companion that should make happy the days, and fill his heart with renewed
thanksgiving. Accordingly, God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
while he slept a rib was taken from his side, which God fashioned into a
woman, and when Adam awoke the most beautiful of all of God’s creatures
stood before him to be his companion for life, a joy unspeakable to his heart,
a peace pure and perfect to his soul. ‘This was the birth of love, the holiest
feeling that God ever planted in human breast, the link that binds us in image,
likeness, and aspirations to God the Father, the bond that neither time mnor
grave can sever.

Now was Adam happy, and the companion whom God had thus provided,
whose name was called Eve, ministered to his joy as only a loving wife can.
How were their hearts gladdened by the pride that burst from every flower
scattering its incense, and every tuge laughing with its golden fruit, and every
herb yielding its succulent roots. But with all these wayside pleasures limpid
streams, musical wmds, singing birds, delicious fruits, fragrant buds, and eyes
that reflected love’s image, hearts speakmg loyal devotion, and words garlanded
with honeyed phrases, there was that in the midst of these which should turn
the heart from loving and the soul from thankfulness. Within this beautiful
garden there was a serpent tempter, who was more cunning than any beast of
the field, and he came to Eve, assuming the appearance of one wise, and said,
“Yea, hath God said ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”

Then Eve answered him by saying they were permitted to eat the fruit
of every tree in the gaiden except of the one which stood in the centre, and
this they were forbidden even to touch under penalty of death. ‘The tempter,
however, beguiled her with assurances that the fruit was not hurtful, but as
grateful to the taste as to the sight, and, moreover, that the eating of it would
make her as wise as God himself. These specious promises at length so ex-
cited the curiosity of Eve that she took the fruit and ate of it, and finding it
pleasant to the taste, she persuaded Adam also to eat. When they had com-
mitted this great sin they heard the voice of God calling to them in the garden,
and they hid themselves, being conscious of their guilt, and fear-stncken for
the punishment that they had thus merited.

" God asked Adam and Eve if they had eaten of the forbidden frult to whlch
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they made reply that they had done so, being tempted and deceived by Satan.
Whereat God was much angered, and told them that their disobedience should
be punished in a most grievous manner: The serpent should thenceforth crawl

ADAM AND EVE EXPELLED FROM THE GARDEN.,

‘ Therefore the Lord sent him forth from the Garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he
was taken.”—GEN. iii. 23.
Y

upon the ground with its mouth in the dust, and every man should seek its
life; the woman, Eve, should be heir to great pain and sorrow; and the man,
Adam, should thereafter be forced to labor in the fields and earn his bread by
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“My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou hast driven me
out this day from the face of the earth.”
Cain, after being banished forever from the face of God became an out-

'P',/‘
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CAIN AND ABEL SACRIFICING.

4And the' Lord had respect unto Abel, and to his oﬂ"enng ; but unto Cain, and his offering, he
had not respect. -—-GEN iv. 4, 5.

cast, He left the home of his father and mother, and for many years wan-
dered -over the land, until at length he settled in a country called Nod, where
it is related he took a wife and founded a great city.




THE FIRST MURDER.
““Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and slew him,”—GEN. iv. 8.
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Shortly after Cain left Adam and Eve, another son was born to them,
whom they named Seth, and though the Bible does not tell us the names of the
other children of our first parents, it is probable that many were born to them,
both somns, and daughters, for Adam did not- die until he was nine hundred and
thirty years of age. Eve's age is not given. When Seth was one hundred
and five years old he had a son whom he named Enos, at which time there
were a great many [eople on the earth, descended from the sons and daugh-
ters of Adam and Eve, a fact which we can more readily understand, knowing
that in those days men and women lived to be many hundreds of years old,
so that more than one hundred children might be born to each couple. ‘The
increase was therefore so extremely rapid that after Cain’s many years of wan-
derings he found people spread over a large extent of country.

Some time after Cain had taken a wife in the land of Nod, a son was born
to him whom he named Enoch. The piety and wisdom of this son was so
great that Cain founded and named a city in his honor. There was also
another Hnoch, a descendant of Seth, and who was equally noted for wisdom,
and was withal so righteous a man that he did not die, but was translated to
heaven.

Cain had a great many children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
among whom were Jubal, the inventor of the first musical instrument, and
Tubal-cain, who was the first metal founder, and made tools of iron and brass.
Another was Jabal, who was a great herder, and became “the father of all such
as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle.”

Enoch, although the most upright and godly man of his time, yet had many
children who were unmindful of the goodness and mercy of God, and who
refused to walk in the footsteps of their father. The Bible does not describe
the wickedness of Enoch’s children, but it tells us that in the earlier life of
his grandson, Noah, the people were so sinful that God began to repent that
He had made man, finding in him nothing but waywardness and ingratitude,
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THE FLOOD.
“And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth,’’-=GEN. vii. 19, ®




CHAPTER IIIL
DESTRUCTION OF THE FARTH’S CREATURES.

=% O great became the wickedness of men on the earth that God
resolved to destroy the beautiful world which He had first
fashioned for the abode of a being made in His own image
and likeness. Now, among the many thousands of people who
were upon the earth there was but one who found favor in
God's eyes. This one exception was Noah, who had always
walked uprightly and given praise for the manifold blessings
God had bestowed on mankind. Noah had three sons, whose
names were Shem, Ham, and Japheth, all' of whom had also
wives, and the family were devoted to the things which were
just and righteous.

Whent God determined to destroy the world, He therefore excepted
Noah and his family from the calamity, reserving them to re-people
the earth after every other living thing, save two of every creature,
should be, destroyed.. To save them, God therefore told Noah to build

% § .an ark, which was an immense boat, capable of containing not only
) his famﬂy, but two of every species of living thing found upon the
<:< earth, and seven of every clean beast, which should serve for food
@ during the period ;2at Noah should remain in the :-k.

\\ | It required a long time to construct so large a vessel, and we may

imagine how earnestly Noah sought to convert the people from their
wickedness during the time of its building; but they were so cor-
rupt that none gave heed to his warning. When, at length, the ark was com-
pleted, God commanded Noah to enter, together with his wife and sons, and
their wives, and two of all creatures, both great and small, animals, birds, insects
and every living thing. Seven days thereafter a great rain began to fall, which
continued for a period of forty days and as many nights. The waters rose
rapidly, and the wicked people and creatures that were doomed to destruction
fled from their homes and caves and sought high places out of the reach of
the waters. But little did this avail them, for the flood rose higher and hlgher,
covering first the plains, then the hills, and at last the highest mountain tops,
so that every thing perished not ho‘used within the ark, and the world became
still with death and desolation. Not a thing was Visible save Noah’s vessel,
which alone rode the waves that rolled unfettered over the wide, wide waste,
‘with nothingto break their force against. ‘ ’

(44)



AFTER THE DELUGE. . (4%)

“Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from the face of the
‘ —GEN. viii, 8.
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The boundless waters prevailed over the earth ome hundred and fifty days,
when God made a wind to blow over the great sea, which evaporated the waters
gradually, until after seven months the ark rested on a high mountain peak in
Arabia, called Ararat. Three months later the tops of less lofty mountains
became visible, and forty days after Noah sent forth a raven to see if it could
find a congenial resting place. The raven continued to fly over the face of
tw waters, so Noah next sent forth a dove; but the bird found no place to set
her foot and so returned to the ark. Seven days thereafter he sent out the
dove again, and in the evening it returned to him with an olive leaf in its
beak, which was a sign that the waters had abated. But Noah still remained
in the ark another seven days, when he again sent forth the dove, which did
not return any more. This was a sign to him that the waters were removed
and that the earth was ready to receive him. He therefore ‘‘ removed the cov-
ering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry.” By
command of God, Noah then came out of the ark, followed by his wife and
sons and their wives, and every living thing that had been shut up therein
with him. Upon reaching the valley, Noah built an altar, upon which he sac-
rificed of every clean beast and fowl, as an oﬁ'ering of his thankfulness, where-
upon God was so pleased that He made a promise never to destroy the world
again; and He blessed Noah and his family, and bade them replenish the
‘earth. God then made a covenant with Noah, the token of which was the rain-
bow, which, whenever seen, was to be a reminder of His promise never again to
drown the world, or the creatures thereon. Three hundred and fifty years after
the deluge Noah died, and his age was nine hundred and fifty years.

When Noah and his family left the ark, they scattered and went into differ-
ent countries and began to replenish the earth as God had commanded, so that
when Noah died there were a great many people on the earth again. The
largest settlement, we are led to suppose by the record, was somewhere mnear
the central portion of Arabia, where the people were in such numbers that they
began to forget God. At length there was a large emigration from Arabia east-
ward, and, as the people reached the plains of Shinar, along the FEuphrates
River, they found the country so fertile that they concluded to stop there and
build a great tower. ‘Their purpose in constructing such a building is not
known, but, as they said, “ Let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may
reach unto heaven,” it is inferred that they either expected to climb into heaven
from its apex or to use it as a means of escape should God forget His covenant
and send another deluge.

‘When they began to build the tower, every person spoke the same language
but as they progressed with the work God saw the evil of their intent, and
so confused their tongues that the workmen could no longer understand each
other, and they were thus compelled to relinquish their design, and the tower
was left incomplete. On account of the babel and confusion of the laborers,
the tower was called Babel, by which it was ever afterward known.



CONFUSION OF TONGUES AT THE BUILDING OF BABEL. (47)
“And the Lord said . . . Let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand
: one another’s speech.”—GEN. xi. 6, 7.




CHAPTER 1IV.

THE STORY OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH.

MONG the descendants of Shem first mentioned in the Bible
was Abram, who was the son of Terah. He had two
brothers, Nahor and Haran, the latter of whom was the
father of Lot, whose sad history we shall soon relate.
Abram, who was a man of a holy spirit, had a wife whose
name was Sarai, a godly woman that was devoted to the
Lord and her husband. Terah had long dwelt in the town
of Ur, which was on the FEuphrates, about one hundred
miles southeast of Babel, but, for reasons which the Bible
does not explain, he left Ur, and journeyed to the land of
Canaan, which had been settled by the descendants of
Ham. He took with him his sons and their wives, and
also Lot, his nephew, and after many weeks of travel he
settled at Haran, in the northern part of Canaan, which

is now about the centre of Turkey in Asia. After the death of Terah,

God told Abram to leave Haran, and separate from all his kmsmen

except Lot, and to go unto another country which He would show him. ‘The

purpose of God, as he told Abram, was to found a new nation, over which he
should rule to the glory of His name.

According to this commandment Abram left Haran, taking with him only
his wife, Sarai, and his nephew, Lot, and went southward to the land of Canaan,
as they were directed. But while they journeyed, God appeared to Abram on
the plain of Moreh, and told him that to him and his descendants He would
give all the land of Canaan, which is now called Palestine, or the Holy Land.
Abram was very grateful for the divine favor, and when he came to a mountain
near Bethel, he built an altar unto the Lord and gave praise, though he knew
not whither God was leading him.

As Abram continued travelling southward he found that there was a great
famine in Canaan, so he did not tarry but went on toward Egypt. As they
came near to the boundary of Egypt, Abram heard of the wickedness of the
people of that country, and lest harm might come to him if the Egyptians should
know that Sarai was his wife, Abram told her to say, to any who might ask, that
she was his sister. As they advanced into the country, the people were attracted
to Sarai by her great beauty, so she was taken from Abram and placed in

(48)
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Pharaoh’s (the king's) house, where she was made wife to the king. For this
wickedness on the part of Pharaoh, God sent a plague upon him and his house,
until it was made known that Sarai was not the sister, but wife of Abram.
Pharach reproached Abram for deceiving him, but restored 'Sarai when, together,
Abram, Sarai and Lot went out of Egypt and came again to the mountain near
Bethel, where he had builded e . M. 4

an altar, and there called ¥ . ' , LT
upon the Lord as to what
he should do.

Now -Abram was a very
rich man, having of cattle
and sheep such a great num-
ber that it required the ser-
vices of hundreds of herds-
men to care for them. But
Lot’s possessions were scarce-"
ly less considerable, so that
the land was mnot fertile
enough fc: the sustenance
of so many animals ; besides,
the herdsmen who cared for
the flocks of Abram were at
strife with those employed
by Lot, so that it was neces-
sary that Lot and Abram
should separate and occupy
different lands. Abram there-
fore said to Lot, his nephew,
“Tet there be no strife be-
tween thee and me, for we
be brethren. Is mnot the
whole land before thee?
Separate thyself, I pray thee,
from me; if thou wilt take
the left hand, then I will go
to the right; or, if thou de-
part to the right hand, then
I will go to the left.” 'This
kind speech showed the
righteous disposition of Abram, and his willingness to be controlled by justice
as God taught him to see the right. :

- The two parted as good friends should, no doubt deeply regretting the
circumstances which compelled their separation. Abram remained in the land
L 4 ‘

SARAI IN THE HOUSEHOLD OF PHARAOH.

‘“And the woman was taken into Pharaolh’s house,”’—GEN. xii. 15.



“of Canaan, where he had built an altar to the Lord, but Lot chose to move’
edst to the rich plain of Jordan, which was likened unto a garden of the Lord
amd a country both beautiful and fertile. o D
- When Lot had removed all his possessions to the plain of Jordan, God told
‘ ‘ Abram to lift
up his eyes
and look about
in every direc-
tion, for as far
as he could
see the land
should be his
forever.
After this
Abram moved
to the plain of
Mamre, which
is in Hebron,
and therebuilt
another altar
which he dedi-
cated' to the
Lord, and be-
gan the found-
ing of a nation
as God had
promised.
When Lot
moved to the
plain of Jor-
dan, he took
up his resi-
dence in a city
called Sodom,
where he pros-
pered, until
four kings,

SARAI AND HAGAR THE HANDMAID.
*Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, . . . had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name Chedorlaomer,
was Hagar,”—-GEN. xvi. I. king‘ of Elam,

.Tidal, king of nations, Amraphel, king of Shinar, and Arioch, king of
~ Ellasar, laid siege to . Sodom and captured the city. Not content with the wvic-
tory, for they fought for spoils, and not principles, they sacked'the place, taking
“#way everything of value, and carried off a great many Sodomites, whom they
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‘intended should serve them as slaves. Among these unfortunate captives was
- Lot, whose unhappy fate was soon told to Abram by one of Lot’s neighbors,
who had escaped. Immediately upon learning this news Abram called togethér
~his trained servants, three hundred and eighteen in number, and arming them
well he went in pursuit of the four kings, whom he came up with in the
country of Dan and, dividing his forces so as to make a simultaneous attack
in several quarters, he fell upon the despoilers in the night-time, and after
slaughtering many put the rest to flight; but he followed after the fleejing
army as far as Damascus, where, to effect their escape, the kings delivered over
to Abram not only all their captives but the things which they had taken at
Sodom, together with all their own possessions. So Abram brought back every-
thing that had been taken away, and returned to the Sodomites all the thmgs
of which they had been despoﬂed

As Abram was journeying back toward the city he was met by Melchlzedek‘
the high-priest, and also by the king of Sodom, both of whom desired to mani-
fest their thankfulness for the great service which Abram had rendered them.
Melchizedek met him with bread and wine to feed the victorious soldiers, and
gave Abram his blessing also. The king of Sodom was so thankful for the
deliverance of his people that he said to Abram, “ Give me the persons, and take
the goods to thyself.”” But Abram knew that it was God who had given him
the victory, and refused to take anything from the people, but gave all that had
been taken from the kings to those who had suffered at their.hands, reserving
only rewards for three young men who, though not his servants, went with him
to battle. At this just and generous act God was still more pleased, and came
to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘ Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward ”

Abram was not unmindful of the tender mercies which the Lord had shown
him, but he was distressed on account of his childless condition, for though God
had promised to give the land of Canaan to his descendants, Abram could not
discover how this could be, since his wife was already old and no child had
yet been born to them. Then God told Abram to look toward the sky and to
try and count the stars, for as numerous as the stars were, yet they were not
more than the number of descendants which he should have. .

When evening came on Abram fell into a deep sleep, during which God
again appeared to him and repeated his promise to make his descendants as
numerous as the stars, but told him also that they should be strangers in
another country, where they would be grievously wronged by being made to do
hard service and be treated with great injustice. ‘This, however, should not be
until after Abram’s'death, for God assured him that he should live to a good
old age and then die in peace, and also that he would, in the fourth generation,
deliver Abram’s descendants from their bondage and punish their masters for
then- iniquities.

" Sarai was as much distressed at not having children as was Abram, so she
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told her husband to take her handmaid, who was named Hagar, to wife, and to
bring up children by her. Hagar was a comely woman who had entered the
service of her mistress while Abram was sojourning in Egypt, and although
she was an Egyptian, she could not have been so wicked as were her coun-
trymen, or Abram would hardly have permitted her to go back to “Canaan
with him.. ,

Some time after Abram had taken Hagar to be his wife, polygamy being
common in those days, she bore him a son who was named Ishmael. After this
event God again appeared to Abram and renewed His covenant, or promise,
with him, at which he changed the name of Abram to that of Abraham, and
of Sarai to that of Sarah, and told him that though Sarah was now ninety years
old she would, nevertheless, bear him a son, who should be called Isaac. God
further told Abraham that though Ishmael would find much favor in His sight
and become the father of twelve princes and the founder of a great nation, yet
He would establish His covenant with Isaac, who was to become yet greater.

HAGAR IS DRIVEN FROM ABRAHAM’S HOUSE.

Everything happened as God had foretold, but after Isaac was born Sarah
became very jealous of Hagar and Ishmael, whom she did not wish to share the
inheritance, promised by God, with her son, so she commanded Abraham to cast
out Hagar and Ishmael, since she was & ‘bondwoman. Abraham was sorely dis-
tressed because of Sarah’s complaint, but, as God told him to obey his wife, he
did accordingly ; therefore, early in the morning, he took a bottle of water and
some provisions, which he gave to Hagar, and sent her out of his house. We
can imagine the sorrow that was in Abraham’s heart when he saw Hagar
departing with his own son, an outcast, with nowhere to lay her head, and
with nothing but kind Providence to direct her steps and provide her with
food. Had not God assured him that He would care for Hagar, and would
preserve Ishmael and make him a great ruler, Abraham would hardly have
consented to do so hard a thing as Sarah had commanded, but in all things
Abraham was both trustful and obedient, as the frequent trials of his great
faith prove.

When Hagar went away she became a wanderer in the wilderness of
- Beersheba, her heart overflowing with sorrow, and her feet following after no
path. Thus did she aimlessly wander about, until soon the water in the bottle
that Abraham had given her had all been drunk and Ishmael began to cry
for drink. The thirst of the poor child at last became so great that Hagar
‘laid him down on the earth and went in search of water, but wherever she
turned the ground was parched and moisture was not anywhere about. ‘T'his
poor mother’s love was put fully to the test, for seeing her child dying with
‘thirst which she could not allay, she drew away from Ishmael the distance of
‘a bow-shot and sat down and cned bitterly, saymg, “Let me not see the death
of the child.”



(53) HAGAR AND ISHMAEL IN THE DESERT.

“And she sat over against him, and lifted up her voice and wept.”—GEN. xxi. 16.
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As she was weepmg with the deep grief that was so sorely afflicting her,
Hagar heard a voice saymg, “ Hagar, what aileth thee?” Looking up she saw
an angel, who told her to rise up and not be afraid, for God had heard the
lad, and would save him and make him yet the ruler of a great nation. The
angel then directed her to a well of water that began tc flow near her, so that
she filled her bottle again and gave the lad drink. After this God took care
of Hagar and Ishmael, who went into the wilderness of Paran, where Ishmael
grew up to be a great archer, and his mother procuted for him a wife out of
Egypt, whither Hagar and Ishmael went to live, and where it afterward came
to pass as God had promised, so that Hagar was rewarded in the end by see-
ing her somn become a ruler scarcely inferior to Isaac.

DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH.

Shortly before the birth of Isaac, and the sending of Hagar away, as just
described, Abraham received another manifestation of God’s special love for
him. While sitting in the door of his tent, toward the midday hour, he saw
three men approaching, whom, upon coming near, he invited to rest them-
selves beneath the shade of a tree which stood before his tent, and ordered
some water to be brought that they might wash their feet, for they appeared
to be weary from travelling. While the three were washing, Abraham ordered
a calf to be killed and some cakes to be cooked, and when the meal was ready
he served them to meat beneath the tree under which they had been invited
to sit..

After the three had eaten they arose and departed toward the city of
Sodom, Abraham following after, for he now perceived that they were not men,
but angels whom God had sent to bear His message to Abraham. When
they had gone a little way the angels, speaking for the Lord, told Abraham
that the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah had become so great that God
had determined to destroy them. Now Lot, Abraham’s nephew, whom he dearly
loved, dwelt in Sodom, and Abraham was therefore much distressed, both for
the people and lest Lot might not escape God's vengeance. He therefore
called upon the Lord and asked if He would destroy the righteous with the
wicked ; that if there were fifty nghteous in the city, would He not spare the
place. After prevailing with the Lord in begging Him to spare the city for
the few righteous that nng‘ﬁt be found therein, God finally told him that if
-as many as ten righteous persons could be found in the city He would spare

it Abraham believed that many more than ten resided within the gates of
{Sodom, for whose sake the Lord would withhold His anger, so he returned to
. h’ls tent.

' An the evenmg of the same day, as Lot sat at one of the gates of Sodom,
he saw-two men coming toward him, and as they drew near he invited them
- to.go into his house and tarry with h1m all night. To his kindly invitation
- they answered nay, saying they would remain in the streets; but he pressed
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his invitation upon them so urgently that they at length consented, and when they
had entered Lot caused a feast to be made wherewith to entertain the strangers.’

' AND HIS FAMILY FLEEING FROM SODOM.
. ¢ But his wife’ looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”—GEN. xix. 26.

‘After the supper was over the men asked Lot how many there were of
his family, to which reply being made, they told him to get his people together
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and also all his possessions, and to bring them at once out of the place, for
God had sent them as His messengers to destroy both Sodom and Gomorrah.
‘When morning appeared the two men, whom Lot now knew to be angels,
told him to make haste and take his family out of the city, lest he be con-
sumed with all the others. Lot still lingered, scarcely believing what had
been prophesied, until the two angels took him by the hand, and also seized
upon the hands of his wife and two daughters and brought them without the
place, and bade them run-for their lives. So Lot ran with his family toward
the nearest town, and as.they departed rapidly the Lord rained upon Sodom

and Gomorrah
fire and brim-
stone, which
made a great
smoke and
flame, so that
the burning §
might be seen
from a great
distance. In
their hasty
flight Lot’s g
wife was tempt-
ed by the great
noise she heard
and the singu-
lar thing which #22
had now come I
to fulfil what ~=
the celestial
messengers
had foretold,

and looked R =% | B -
back toward ABRAHAM'S VISION OF THE PROMISED
the burning “‘And the Lord said unto Abrabham, . . . All the land which thou seest, to thee will I

. . ive it, and to thy seed forever.”’—GEN. xiii. 14, 1§.-
city, when in- give th 7 _

stantly she was changed into a pillar of salt. Lot and his daughters, how-
ever, continued on uatil they came to the town of Zoar, not far distant from
Sodom, where they dwelt for a time until they were received by Abraham.

ABRAHAM’S GREAT FAITH SORELY TRIED.

The sending of Hagar away so greatly grieved Abraham that the Lord
‘was not wholly pleased, seeing that His servant did not accept all the things
commanded of him to be done with that resignation which is commendable in
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thm ,-mirto seek to do God’s will, so the Lord determined to make a tnaI of
. the streng*th of Abraham’s faith, which should show how truly he was devoted
. to His service. Accordingly God called him and said: “Take now thy son,
‘thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee to the land of Moriah;
- and offer him there for a burnt oﬁ"enng upon one of the mountains whlch I
‘ wﬂl tell thee of.”
~ Abraham fully understood the terrible meaning of this command and
ﬂiough to kill his only son would have fairly wrung his loving heart with
agony, he knew that even in
the most terrible moments
of his wrath God is merciful
and moves in mysterious
ways, and he hastened to
do that which was bidden.
The Bible tells us that
early in the morning he
arose, and saddling up an
ass he took two young men
to gather wood for the burnt
offering, and with Isaac he
repaired to the spot on the
side of a mountain to make
the offering as commanded.
When the wood had been
gathered he laid it upon
Isaac, who carried it to the
place chosen. As they went
along together Isaac asked
his father where was the
lamb for the offering, but
Abraham only replied, “ My
son, God himself will pro-
' vide a lamb.”
‘““ABRAHAM, LAY NOT THY HAND UPON THE LAD.” When they reached the
“And He said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou : :
X . iy place to which God had di-
anything wato him =Gy, xxi. 12 rected them, Abraham built.
an altar and laid the wood, after which he bound Isaac and put him upon the
pile; then drawing the large knife that was in his girdle, he was upon the
point of plunging it into his innocent and beloved son when God arrested his
‘arm and said, “Abraham! Abraham!” And Abraham answered, ‘ Here am I.”
And the Lord spoke: “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, nexther do thout any-
thing unto him; for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not
withheld thy son, thine only som, from
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‘As. A‘braham looked up he saw a ram wh1ch was fast in a thicket by his
horns, and he took the ram, and killing it, offered it upon the altar instead of
his son, which was acceptable to God, who was so well pleased with the faith
of Abraham that He blessed him again, and renewed the promises before made
to him. Abraham was so overjoyed at this happy deliverance of his son that
he called the place of offering Jehovah-jireh (¢ke Lord will provide).

DEATH OF SARAH AND MARRIAGE OF ISAAC.

When Abraham returned from making his offering he prepared to remove
from Beersheba to a country northeast, but in the land of Canaan. His herds
of cattle were now very great and his possessions of gold and silver were larger
than those of any other man thereabout, so that it required a great number of
servants, camels and asses to tramsport his goods. In those days people
commonly dwelt in tents, especially those who followed pastoral pursuits, and
when their herds were large, like those of Abraham, removals from place to
place were frequent in search of mnew pasturage, and it was this fact, no doubt
which made Abraham change his place of living so often.

It was long after Abraham’s removal to Hebron that Sarah, his beloved
wife, fell sick and died, at which time she was one hundred and twenty-seven
years of age. 'The loss of this good woman, who had walked with her husband
so many years in the path of righteousness, was deplored greatly, not only by
Abraham, but by the people about Hebron as well, for we read that when
Abraham asked for a sepulchre in which to bury Sarah the people answered
that he might bury her in any of their sepulchres that he chose. It was not
the custom at that time_to bury the dead in the ground, as we do now, the
practice being to deposit the body in an excavation, usually of rock, the door to
which was a large stone, and such excavation served as a sepulchre for an entire
family. ‘This proffer to Abraham was therefore one which showed how highly
esteemed were both himself and wife by the people among whom he had
recently settled.

Instead of accepting the very kind offer made him, Abraham chose a cave
which was in the end of a field owned by 2 man named Ephron. So he made
an offer to buy the cave; but Ephron thought no less of Abraham and Sarah
than did his neighbors, and he accordingly offered to give both the cave and
field to Abraham. 'This generosity affected Abraham greatly, for he perceived
tha: all the people were deeply attached to him, but he refused to accept the
place as a gift, and Ephron was finally induced to receive four hundred
shekels ($250) for the cave, and in this he deposited the body of Sarah, intend-
ing that this now sacred place should, in due time, become the depository of
‘his own.

Up to the time of purchasing the Cave of Machpelah (meaning double cave),
as the burial place of Sarah was called, although God had promised to give him
the whole of Canaan as .an inheritance_:, Abraham had not owned even the
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 smallest pémel of ‘ground at any place where he had pitched his tent." I‘twu,no
.doubt, this reason which prompted Abraham to buy, rather than to‘ receive a5 a
gift, the cave which Ephron owned, though the desire to own a sepulchr?, which
“should be the exclusive depository of the bodies of himself and near kinsmen,
possibly actuated him quite as much. This cave did afterward becon}e .the
sepulchre of not only his own and wife's remains, but also of the bodies of
Isaac and Rebekah, his wife, Jacob and Leah, his wife, and of Joseph. ‘The
sepulchre still exists under the Hebron mosque, and is poin.ted. out to all visitors
to that region, and is the shrine to which many pious pilgrimages are made.

THE STORY OF ISAAC AND REBEKAH.

It would appear, from reading the sacred records, that after the burial of
Sarah, Abraham returned to Beersheba, and sought the marriage of his son
Isaac. Although everywhere in Canaan Abraham was treated with the greatest
kindness, yet he bitterly opposed Isaac marrying any of the women of that
country, and would be reconciled to no other than a weman who should be of
his own kindred. He therefore called his head servant and told him to take
ten camels and to load them with fine presents and go to the city of . Haran,
which was in Mesopotamia (where Abraham formerly lived), in quest of a
suitable woman to become his son’s wife. '

The servant did all things as Abraham had commanded him, and departed
with the ten loaded camels. After many days of travelling he came to the
outskirts of Haran in the evening, and desiring to rest himself before going
into the city, he caused the camels to kneel down by a well which he found
and to which he knew many women of the place came to draw water. The
servant then offered a prayer to God, asking that he be directed in fulfilling
the wishes of his master, and said, ‘“ Behold, I stand here by the well of water;
. . . and let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down
thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I
will give thy camels drink also; let the same be she that Thou hast appointed
for thy seérvant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that Thou hast showed kind-
. mess unto my master.”

Directly after the servant had ceased praying a beautiful woman came to
the well to fill her pitcher, whom the servant accosted and asked that she would
let down the pitcher and allow him to drink therefrom. ‘The woman replied
most graciously and offered water to the servant and to his camels also, where-
upon the servant saw that she was the one selected by the Lord to be a wife
 to Isaac. When the camels had done drinking the servant took some presents
from the bags which he had brought, and, offering them to the woman, asked
her name and if there was room in her father’s house to give lodging to him-
self and those who came with him. She answered that she was the daughter
of Bethuel, the son of Nahor, and that her mother’s name was Milcah, whose
house was large enough to lodge him, and having stables to accommodate his
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camels, So she invited him to come to her father’s house, and ran before him
to apprise her mother that strangers were coming to lodge with them. As she
went toward the house she met her brother, Laban, who, seeing the presents
-which his sister, whose name was Rebekah, had received, went to the servant at
‘the well and said to him, “Come in, thou blessed of the T,ord: wherefore
standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the
camels.”

When the servant came within the house he was offered meat for himself
and provender for his camels, but before he would sit himself to eat, he told
them he must first tell the purpose of his errand. So he told them all that
Abraham had commanded him to do, whereupon Laban and Bethuel said that
Jhe must have been directed by God, so they told the servant to take Rebekah

: and go back to'Abraham
that she might become
the wife of Isaac. When
the servant had thus
found all accomplished
as his master had wished,
he drew forth the pres-
ents that he had brought
and gave to Rebekah a
large number of gold and
silver ornaments, besides
many pieces of costly
raiment, nor did he with-
hold presents from Laban
and Bethuel, for. to each
he gave many precious
: articles.

THE OAK OF ABRAHAM. When they had feasted
the servant desired to return at once to Abraham with Rebekah; Laban and
his mother, however, begged him to remain with them for so much as ten
.days, but the servant told them not to hinder him from going forthwith. So
they asked Rebekah if she was ready to depart with the servant and she
answered, “I will go.”

The departure from Haran was made on the day following the servant’s
.arrival, so that the camels had little rest, but they travelled slowly, returning
by a dxfferent route from that taken on the first journey.

Isaac was not-living with his father when this event transpu'ed for the
‘Bible tells us that he was sojourning at Lahai-roi, which was in the extreme’
southern’ .part of Palestine. But as the caravan was returning to Beersheba
‘Isaac was also going to the same place, though he did not know that a wife
-was ‘being chosen for him who was at that time drawing mear to -his father's
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house to celebrate her marriage with him. As the caravan approached toward
Lahai-roi Rebekah saw Isaac walking through a field, and said, “ What man is
that who comes to meet us?” 'Thé servant, seeing that it was Isaac, replied
that it was his master, whereupon she covered her face with a veil. When
Isaac came near the servant met him and told him all that had transpired, and
that he had brought Rebekah to be his wife. Isaac was forty years of age at
this time, but he had been without comfort since the day of his mother’s death,
grieving continually for her. When he wedded Rebekah, however, joy returned
to him, for the moment that he beheld her face he loved her greatly.

After the marriage of Isaac, Abraham, who was now very old, gave him all
that he had, and made him rich in worldly possessions. It is probable that this
gift was made by will, rather than given to Isaac to hold at once before his
father’s death, for Abraham married again, taking a woman whose name was
Keturah, and by her had children, by whom he became the father of the Ke-
turah Arabs, but these children were not permitted to share in the inheritance
with Isaac, being cut off as was Ishmael.

We are told that Abraham died at the age of one hundred and seventy—ﬁve
years, but it is mnot related where he was residing at the time of his death,
though the inference is that he was still at Beersheba. Isaac and Ishmael met
at his funeral, and together paid the last sad duty of preparing their father’s
remains for burial. Regarding the wishes which Abraham expressed at the
time of laying away his beloved wife Sarah, they deposited his body beside her
in the cave of Machpelah, which is even at this day pointed out to travellers
in the Holy Land as a place second in sacredness to that of Golgotha.

Few references are made by the Bible to Ishmael after his last meeting
with Isaac at the funeral of Abraham, no more than to indicate that he had no
settled habitation, and followed warlike pursuits, like the Keturah Arabs, who
are true to this inherited instinct even to this day. He survived his father just
fifty years, and died at the age of one hundred and thlrty-seven years. The
place of his death or burial is not recorded.

Of all the holy characters described in the Bible, none are more divine-like
than Abraham; indeed, he was the only one of the patriarchs and prophets
who never departed from God’s commands, or lifted his spirit, even in thought
or deed, in rebellion against the commands or wishes of his Lord. The offer
of a sacrifice of his only lawfully begotten and beloved son, in loving obedience
to that call which he so promptly recognized, is the most exalted example of
trustful faith ever exhibited by man, which can only be rewarded by that
tichest of all blessings, which God gives to those who serve Him best and
whom He most loves.

Blessed be the name of Abraham!



CHAPTER V.

THE STORY OF JACOB AND ESAU.

P SAAC continued to dwell at Lahai-roi after his father's d
but it was not until many years after his marriage that God
blessed him and gave him two children, which were 1
Jacob and Esau. As the boys grew up Esau became a hmater
like Ishmael, and Jacob was a dweller in tents, by which, we
presume, he followed' pastoral pursuits like hls grandfather :
Abraham did. It happened that the two young men were not
equally liked by their parents, for Rebekah loved Jacob, while
Esau was Isaac’s favorite, and this favoritism at length led to
great trouble. One day Esau returned from the hunt very tired and
‘almost dead with hunger, and seeing Jacob preparing a pottage of .
lentils, which was a plant somewhat like the pea, he said to his
 brother, “ Feed me, I pray thee, with that red pottage, for I am faint.”
~Jacob perceiving how great was Esau’s hunger, took advantage of
~his brother’s necessity, for, instead of offering him food, as he should
have done, he offered to give him the pottage only upon condition’
that Esau should give him his birthright. This was a hard bargain,
- but Esau replied, “Behold, I am at the point to die; and what
profit shall this birthright be to me?” Then Jaccb made his brother
swear to remounce his birthright and give it to him, which being -
~ done Esau was permitted to eat of the bread and pottage, and havmg‘,f
' mq\qfeasted under these hard conditions he then went away. ‘
after this event there was a famine in the land and Isaac thoﬁght w
t ;+the would gorgdown to Egypt, but God told him to remain and‘“H,q
ful @the covenam* e had made with Abraham, So Isaac remamed}\md '
seed on his land; which yielded to him a huudred fold. So prosperous,
tha.t"he. soon became the richest man in all the country thereabout,
reatly vexed the Philistines, among whom he dwelt, aml in’ their
envy they ﬁlled np aﬂ the wells hat ‘ ]










AN B, LITH -







| “THE BEAUTIFUL STORY. e

Gerar, not far distant. Here he set to work and re-opened another well which
had been in use during his father’s time but had been filled up by the Philis-
tines. When this well, or spring rather, began to flow, the people of the valley
claimed the water was their own, so that he was again forced to move. For a
second time he opened another well, but they drove him from this one also.
His third attempt, however, had a happier ending, for when he opened a well
at Rehoboth the people no longer vexed him, seeing that his success must be
due to the special favor of God.

Abimelech was especially

moved by Isaac’s wonderful pros-
perity, and seeing now how de-
sirable a thing was his friendship.
the king, with one of his friends,
and captain in his army, went to
call upon Isaac. When they
came into his presence Isaac said
to the king, “ Wherefore come ye
to me, seeing ye hate me and
have sent me away from you?”
To which Abimelech replied, “ We
saw certainly that the Lord was
with thee; and we said, Let there
now be an oath betwixt us, and
let us make a covenant with
thee.” ‘Though Isaac had been greatly wronged
by the king and his people, he was, nevertheless,
forgiving, and thereupon entered into a covenant
of friendship with the king, who feasted and
drank at Isaac’s table.
After Esau had bartered his birthright to Jacob he
went away, but beyond this the Bible tells us nothing
further about him until he was forty years of age, when
he was married to Judith, the daughter of Beeri, a Hittite,
o " and also to Bashemath, who was likewise a Hittite. This
memeian commo 1o T wnn.  marriage greatly distressed Isaac, for he did not believe
in polygamy, and thought that his son in marrying two women had committed
an abominable sin.

‘But the marriage of Esau was only the begmnmg of Isaac s trouble, for
soon after he became stricken with blindness. Notwithstanding the grief which
™---- had caused him, Isaac seemed to have lost none of his love for him.
Ont"&ay Ism called to Esau and told him to take his bow and go into the
1 for htm ‘a deer (vemson) and prepare a savory dish for him .to

@it blessmg ‘Rebekah heard Isaac promise a blessing “to;
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Esau, and resolved to take advantage of her poor blind husband by so deceiv-
ing him that her favorite son Jacob should receive the blessing instead of
Esau. To accomplish her very unnatural design Rebekah went to Jacob and
told him what his father had said, and commanded him to bring two young
kids with which to prepare savory meats to take to his father. Jacob -did as
she had ordered, but not without misgiving, for he said to his mother: * Behold,
Esau, my brother, is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man; my father per-
adventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver, and I shall
bring a curse upon me and not a blessing.”” But Rebekah replied that the
curse would be upon her, and insisted.

After Rebekah had cooked the kids as she thought Isaac would best like
them, she clothed Jacob with some of Esau's coats and covered his hands and
neck with the skins of the kids, so that to Isaac’s touch he might appear
hairy like Esau. Taking the meat as his mother had ordered, he carried it to
his father and said, “I am Esau thy first-born; I have done according as thou
badest me, arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may
bless me.” ‘Then Isaac called Jacob to him that he mlght feel him, for he
mistrusted his voice. But when he had felt him he said, “ The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau,” so he blessed him.
When he had eaten, Isaac again called Jacob to him, being still suspicious
‘that he was being deceived, and smelled his raiment. This satisfied him, and
he poured out the blessing upon Jacob which he had intended to give to
Esau.

Scarcely had his father ceased blessing Jacob when Esan returned from
hunting, and preparing a dish of meat carried it to Isaac, and begged him to
eat the offering of his first-born. When he had spoken with Esau, Isaac knew
how he had been deceived, and wept with grief that having given his blessmg»
and the best things to Jacob, he could not bestow upon Esau what was in
his heart to grant. Esau complained loudly, and justly, against Jacob, who
had now supplanted him twice by employing the most wicked artifices.

Isaac tried to comfort his wronged son by telling him that though Jacob
should now become his master, he should yet prosper greatly, and while serv-
ing his brother in battle would break the yoke, or mastership, which Jacob
held over him.

But this promise, though somewhat consoling, did not abate Esau'’s
anger toward his brother, for he declared that after his father’s death he
would avenge the wrong done him by killing Jacob. This threat so greatly
alarmed Rebekaly that she told Jacob to go away to her brother Laban and
remain with him awhile until Esau’s anger should abate. Isaac also desired
the departure of Jacob lest Esau should kill him, but before going away
Jacob came to his father for his blessing again. ‘This Isaac did not withhold,
for he still loved him, though not excusing his fault. He charged Jacob to
go to Haran, and there to take a wife from the daughters of Laban. :
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JACOB’S VISION.

In obedience to the wishes of his father, Jacob departed on his journey
alone, taking the same route which was travelled by Abraham when he first
passed through Canaan on his way from Beersheba to Haran, which had now
become a main hlghway

As he came in sight of a place which had been his grandfather’s encamp-
ment, it was late in the evening, and here he lay down to rest for the night.
Ev1dently Jacob carried few if any necessaries with him on the journey, for
we are told he gathered some
stones together to serve him as
a pillow on which to lay his
head. Here, in this uncomfort-
able place, he went to sleep, but
never was rest of man more
pleasant than that which Jacob
bad that night. As he slept
he had .a wondrous dream,
wherein appeared to him a
vision that revealed the glory
of heaven and the blessings
which God had in store for him.
He saw in the dream a great
ladder, resting its foot upon
the earth and reaching into
heaven, and upon it were ascend-
ing and descending radiant
angels. Succeeding this vision
was another in which God re-
vealed Himself standing above
the ladder, and Jacob heard
these words: “I am the Lord
God of Abraham, thy father,
Whereon thon lewt 10 thee will 045 el of God o s sewentiogon "
I give it.” ' ‘

When Jacob awakened he knew that God had taken this means of mani-
festing His love and provident care, and he said, ‘“This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” So he took the stomes which
had served him as a plllow and set them up as an altar, and poured oil
upon it, and made a promise to serve God thenceforth, and he called the
Pplace Bethel (House of God).

JACOB'S VISION.
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JACOB’S HARD SERVICE FOR A WIFE.

After this pious performance Jacob continued on his journey, meeting
with no further important incident, until he reached Padan-Aram (Haran),
which was the home of his mother’s relatives. As he came to the outskirts

JACOB TENDING THE FLOCKS OF LABAN.
“And while he yet spake, Rachel came with her father’s sheep.”—GEN. xxix. g.

of the city he saw a well, or, more properly, a spring, by which were lying
three flocks of sheep that were waiting to be watered by the shepherds. He
asked the men the name of the city to which they belonged, and they
answered that they were from Haran. ‘Then he fell into further conversation
with them, asking if they knew Laban, and if he was well, etc. But as he
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was talking, Rachel, the younger daughter of Laban, approached with another
herd of sheep. The spring by which the shepherds were waiting was closed
with a large stone, which kept the waters from being muddied or used except
at certain intervals in the day when the flocks of the surrounding neighbor-
hood were all brought together to be watered at omne time. Then the stone
was removed and the herds permitted to drink. When Rachel arrived all the
flocks were gathered, hers being the last to arrive, and Jacob went down and
rolled the stone from the spring’s mouth and helped Rachel water her sheep.

(Copy of the celebrated pamting by Raphael.)
JACOB, LEAH AND RACHEL. .
‘“ Leah was tender-eyed, but Rachel was beautiful and well favored.”—GEN. xxix. 17.

Rachel is represented as having been a beautiful girl, and it is therefore
no surprise to learn that Jacob fell at once in love with her, nor did he wait
long before beginning his suit, for the Bible tells us that he kissed her beside
the spring. After thus warmly saluting her he told Rachel that he was her
kinsman, come to visit her father. She was greatly pleased by his favors and
ran before him to tell her father of his coming. ILaban was no less pleased
to receive Jacob's visit, for he hastened out to greet him and kissed hlm
many times tenderly. :
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Laban had two daughters, the elder of whom was mnamed ILeah, and
Raehel was the younger. It is said that Leah was tender-eyed and it is sup-
posed that she was not comely in appearance, while Rachel was perfect in
every feature and so beautiful that Jacob could not restrain his exceedingly
great desire to marry her at once. He therefore asked of Laban her hand in
marriage, but this his uncle was not so quick to grant, being of a mercenary
nature, who desired to profit by his daughter’s comeliness. Perceiving what
Laban desired, Jacob offered to serve him for a period of seven years for his
daughter, to which proposition Laban consented. So great was Jacob’s love
for Rachel that his seven years of service ‘ seemed to him but a few days.”

When the period of his engagement had expired he asked Laban to givi
him Rachel, whereupon the crafty uncle brought Leah, heavily veiled, to him
in the evening, whom Jacob married under the belief that it was his beloved
Rachel. In the morning he discovered the deception that had been practised
and asked Laban why he had not fulfilled his agreement, to which ILaban
made reply, “It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger
"before the first-born; we will give thee Rachel also for the service which thou
shalt serve with me yet seven other years.” Although this action of Laban
was very unjust, it was but a counterpart of the perfidy and deception which
Jacob himself had practised on his brother Esau.

The hardship which Laban’s second proposition imposed upon Jacob was
promptly accepted, for what will not a man do to win the woman he truly
loves? So Jacob served seven more years and then wedded Rachel, but after
this marriage Laban prevailed on him to remain six years longer for a por-
tion of the produce of the flocks, which were to be distinguished by certain
marks.

DEPARTURE OF JACOB AND HIS MEETING WITH ESAU.

~ After Jacob’s last service Laban awarded him a portion of the cattle,
sheep and goats, which he had helped to raise, and getting his goods together,
he set out with his two wives, Leah and Rachel, for the land of his birth, and
to his father, who was still living. Three days after his departure ILaban,
believing that there had been an unfair division of the herds, and that Jacob
had received more than was his due, induced several of his neighbors to join
him and together they started in pursuit of Jacob, whom they overtook after
seven days’ journey at the Mount of Gilead. But the night before Laban
came up with Jacob, God appeared to him in a dream and commanded him
not to speak to Jacob either good or bad, but this injunction was not literally
obeyed, for when he met Jacob he accused him of stealing away his two
daughters, and reproached him for not giving due notice of his going that he
might have kissed his daughters and sent them away with mirth and song.
He again said to Jacob that though it was in his power to do him great
injury, he would nevertheless spare him, but that he must return the gods
(the things) which he had stolen from him. Jacob replied to him by
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saying: ‘ With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live.” Then
Laban made a search of all that Jacob had, but was unable to find any
of the gods which he charged had been stolen. After much dispute between
them ILaban at length offered to make a covenant with Jacob whereby
they should be forever atterward friends, as became their relations to each
other. They accordingly gathered a heap of stones as a witness of their
covenant, and made a sacrifice upon the mount and afterward feasted in fel-

¥

. JACOB WRESTLING WITH THE ANGEL.
“And he said, 1 will not let thee go, except thou bless me.”~GEN, xxxii. 26.

lowship. In the morning Laban blessed Jacob, and kissing his daughters,
returned again to Haran, his home. ‘

As Jacob journmeyed forward he met a host of angels who stood in his way
but did not address him, as they served only as a sign that God was still
with him. He therefore called the place of meeting with the angels Mahanaim,
meaning the fwo camps or hosts. As he was now passing through the land
of Edom, he learned that Esau was at the head of an army of many hundred
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men in Mount Seir, and he was greatly troubled lest his wronged brother
would now fulfil the threat which he had made upon discovering the deceit
which robbed him of " his father’s blessing. To conciliate his brother he sent
messengers bearing many presents of cattle, goats and sheep to Esau, and
waited to learn what report they would make. Upon their return the messen-
gers told him that Esau would come with four hundred men tc meet him, but
they were unable to disclose with what purpose. Fearful that Esau’s inten-
tions were hostile, Jacob divided his herds and goods into two parts, and said,
“If Esau come to one company and smite it, then the other company which
is left shall escape.” ‘

When he had thus prepared for the meeting Jacokh prayed to God to
deliver him from the hand of his brother. At night he was left alone in
meditation, expecting Esau to come, as he had told his messengers in the
morning ; and while thus communing a man appeared to him and the two
“wrestled” until the break of day
when the man, who proved to be
the Lord, touched Jacob’s thigh and
immediately it became out of joint.
But Jacob would not release the
spirit until it blessed him. Then
the Lord gave him His blessing
and changed his name from Jacob
to that of Israel. And Jacob then
knew that he had the favor of
God, and so called the place Peniel,
saying, ‘I have seen God face to
face and my life is preserved.”

Notwithstanding the Lord’'s as-
surances Jacob was not yet wholly
without fear, for when he saw Esau coming he divided his family so that the
handmaids and children were in front, and Rachel and Joseph his son, who was
born while he was in service to Laban, in the rear, so that in case of an attack
being made those he most loved would be the most likely to escape. But all
his fears were soon dismissed, for as Esau came near he ran to meet Jacob
and fell on his neck and kissed him as a beloved brother. After this happy
meeting the brothers were both reconciled and each proffered help to the other,
which neither requiring, Esau returned to Seir, while Jacob continued his jour-
ney to Succoth where he built a house and made stalls, or booths, for his
cattle. '

MOSQUE OVER MACHPELAH.

THE BIRTH OF BENJAMIN.

While Jacob was serving with Laban he had four wives, two of whom had
been handmaidens to Leah and Rachel, and these several wives bore him twelve
sons, the youngest of whom was Joseph, the only son of Rachel until after
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his departure from Haran, whose history is perhaps more interesting than that
of any other character in the Old Testament. When Jacob had lived a few
years at Succoth and Shalem, God told him to remove to Bethel, where he saw
the vision when going to visit: Laban, and to make an altar there and worship
the true God. It appears from the records, that the people who dwelt in Sha-
lem and the country thereabouts were idolaters, nor can we help suspecting,
from the character of the narrative, that Jacob, or Israel, was also.

When Jacob prepared to depart for Bethel, he ordered his household, and
all who were with him, to put away the strange gods that were with them and
to change their garments. In obedience to this command they brought him
their gods, which he hid under an oak that grew in Shechem. While stopping
at Shalem Jacob’s life had not been a happy ome, for among other indignities
and griefs he suffered was a very great one in the abduction of his daughter
Dinah by a prince of the country. But afterward the prince made amends for
his folly by marrying Dinah, as Jacob
had desired he should, and there was
peace between the king (Hamor) and
Jacob. Among the sons of Jacob, how-
ever, there were twa, Simeon and Levi,
who were resolved to avenge the wrong
done their sister, regardless of their
father’s will; and accordingly, they stole
Jn upon Hamor the king, and his son,
/the husband of Dinah, and killed them
both with the sword; they also bore
Dinah away, after which the other sons of
Jacob fell upon the town, and massacred
many of the people, and carried away a
large number of women and children cap-
tives, besides taking all the cattle, sheep, and household plunder they could find.

Jacob was intensely grieved at this outrage of his sons, and put a curse
upon them. The memory of this wrong no doubt caused him constant pain,
and he was-therefore glad that God had ordered him to remove from Shalem,
but he was destined to meet with much greater sorrow in the new land of his
inheritance. As soon as he reached Bethel Jacob built an altar, and called
the place El-Bethel, because it was there that God had appeared to him. Di-
rectly after the altar was built Deborah, Rachel’s nurse, died, and was buried
beneath a ‘“weeping oak.”

Here God appeared to Jacob agam and told him that his name should
henceforth be Israel and mnot Jacob, as it had continued to be after His first
command, and God repeated to Jacob the covenants He had made with Abraham
and Isaac, to give him all the land and to make him so great that there should
be many kings among his descendants.

RACHEL'S TOMB,
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Then Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had talked with God and
jured a drink-offering upon it, and called the sacred place Bethel. When
icob had thus performed the vows which he had made there, after seeing the
ision of heaven, he journeyed southward, intending to dwell with his father, -
saac, at Mamre, near Hebron. As they were near Ephrath, which was the
ncient name of Bethlehem, Rachel was seized with labor, and died in giving
irth to a boy babe whom she called Ben-oni (som of my sorrow), but Jacob
‘hanged his name to Ben-jamin (son of the right hand). Here Rachel was
>uried, and upon her grave Jacob set a large stone, which so long marked the
spot that in modern years a tomb was erected over the grave, which remains

to-day a conspicuous object among the sacred mausoleums of Bethlehem.

Jacob then continued his journey southward until he reached the dwelling
place of Isaac his father, but had not long been there when Isaac died, being
one hundred and eighty vears of age. At the time of his death it chanced
that Esau was also at Mamre, or near there, for he and Jacob buried their
father. Esau afterward went into another country because he and Jacob were
so rich with cattle that the land could not sustain the possessions of both.




CHAPTER VI.

| HEN Jacob came to live in the region of Mamre,
Joseph, who had always been his favorite child, was
seventeen years of age, or rather that is the age
given him in the Bible when it first ' mentions him
as feeding the flocks with his brethren about Mamre.
He was a precocious child, not without his faults, but
from the beginning was blessed with such favors as fall
to the lot of few boys. After Rachel’s death Jacob
petted and loved him more fondly even than before, and his
preference no doubt served to make of him a spoilt child.
His disposition was such that he became a tale-bearer upon’
the actions of his brothers; besides, the superior beauty of
his clothes aroused their jealousy. Imn addition to this,
young Joseph was a dreamer, who insisted upon giving such
interpretations to his sleep-visions as displayed his disposi-
tion to become a master, so to speak, over his brothers, so
that he became oﬁ'enswe to them.

Of the twelve sons which Jacob had, ten of them had
charge of his immense herds, while Joseph and Benjamin
were kept at home in the favor of their father, having noth-
ing to do save of their own will. But Joseph frequently
went out in the fields to his brothers and would as often return to his father
with evil reports as to what they said or did.

So angered were they by Joseph’s tale-bearing that they resolved to kill
him upon the mnext favorable opportunity. Soon after this wicked determina-
tion had been made, Jacob sent Joseph out to find his brothers and to bring
him batk a report of how they were discharging their duties. Joseph went to
the pasturage, where he expected to find them grazing the herds, but they
were not to be seen, so he wandeted about in quest of them wuntil he met a
man who told him his brothers had departed for Dothan, which was not a great
distance from the usual grazing grounds. Joseph set off at once for Dothan,
where he found his brothers; but as he drew near the resolve which they had
before made came stronger than ever upon them, and some of the brothers said
they should slay him and cast his body into a pit, and report to their father

(75)
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that he had been. devoured by some wild beast. No doubt they would have
thus killed Joseph had it not been for Reuben, who was a son of Jagob by his
wife Leah, who begged his brothers not to shed blood, but to rid themselves
of Joseph by casting him into a pit that was in the w11derness thereabouts.

JOSEPH SOLD TO THE EGYPTIANS.

Reuben’s advice appeared good to his brothers, for when Joseph came up
they stripped him of his coat of many colors and threw him into a deep but
dry pit, where they left him helpless. After so doing and having sat down to
eat their noon meal, a caravan of Midianite merchants, from Arabia, came in
sight on their way to Egypt with Syrian spices. Judah, also a son of Leah,
now proposed to his brothers that they sell Joseph, rather than allow him to
die of hunger in the pit, though his elder brother Reuben had resolved secretly
to rescue him when his brothers should go away. Judah’s proposition found
favor with all the brothers, so that when the travelling merchants were about
arrived the brothers drew Joseph up out of the pit and sold him to the Midianite
merchants for twenty shekels ($12.50) of silver.

To conceal their wicked action from Jacob, the brothers killed a kid, the
blood of which they sprinkled over the pretty coat they had stripped from
Joseph, and bearing this to their father, as an evidence of the tale they were
to tell, declared to him that Joseph had been devoured by a wild.beast. This
dreadful news bore heavily upon Jacob, who refused to be comforted, and in his
grief he tore his clothes, and said he should go to his grave mousning for his

son.,

: JOSEPH BECOMES AN INTERPRETER OF DREAMS.

‘The Midianite merchants, who were Ishmaelites, descendants of Abraham’s
son Ishmael, took Joseph and carried him to Egypt, where they sold him to a
captain in Pharaoh’s army, named Potiphar. In the service of this officer Joseph
continued for some time and with such faithfulness that Potiphar at length made
him chief over all his other servants and showed him many favors.

~ Potiphar’s wife was a worldly woman who, seeing that Joseph was a hand-
some young man, became jealous of him because he would not pay her such
attentions as she solicited, and to avenge the rejection of her wicked proposals
she falsely accused Joseph to her husband and had him cast into prison, where
he remained for two years. During this time his actions were so gentle that
hei won the favor of the prison keeper, who committed to Joseph’s care all the
other prisoners.

After Joseph had been in prison for some time it happened that Pharaoh
became greatly angered at some offense committed by his chief butler and his
chief baker, and cast them into prison with Joseph, and so he came to have
charge of them also. One morning, upon the awakening of the two offending
officers of the king, they told Joseph of the dreams which each had had during
the mght, and which caused them much grief, for they believed that their



JOSEPH CAST INTO THE PIT.

“And they sold Joseph for twenty pieces of silver.”—GEN. xxxvii, 28.
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dreams were indicative of some great punishment which Pharaoh would inflict
upon them. - The chief butler described his vision as follows: “In my dream,
behold a vine was before me; and in the vipe were three branches: and it
was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof
brought forth-ripe grapes; and Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand: and I took
the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into
Pharaoh’s hand.”

JOSEPH’S DREAM.

When Joseph had heard the butler's dream he gave him the interpreta-
tion by declaring that in three days Pharaoh would deliver him from prison,
and restore him again to’his former place as chief butler. After showing the
butler the meaning of his dream, Joseph begged him, upon the fulfilment
thereof, that he would tell Pharaoh of the injustice of his imprisonment, and
that he had been sold into" bondage by his wicked brothers, hoping thus to

re his own release.

When Joseph had given an interpretation of the butler’s dream, the chief
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baker described the vision which he had also had and requested an interpreta-
tion thereof. In his dream he said he bore three baskets on his head, setting
one within the other, and that igp the topmost one there was a great variety of
baked meats, which the birds flew upon and ate. Then Joseph told him that
in three days Pharaoh would call him from prison and hang him upoui a tree,
and that while thus hanging the birds would come and eat the flesh from his body.

On the third day thereafter, as Joseph had prophesied, according to the
dreams, Pharaoh gave a large dinner to his servants in honor of his birthday,
and pardoned his chief butler and restored him, as was predicted, but the chief
baker was hanged.

JOSEPH INTERPRETING PHARAOH’S DREAM.

Although everything had been fulfilled according to the interpretations
made by Joseph, the chief butler did not keep his promise to tell Pharaoh of
the wrongs which had been done the Hebrew youth, nor did he try to secure
the release of Joseph, who continued languishing in prison nearly two years
after the liberation of the butler. At the expiration of this period an inci-
dent occurred which was of the most portentous importance to Joseph, as it
served to prove most conclusively his gift of revelation, and to establish him
in Pharaoh’s favor as a man 'endowed with the blessings of God. This special
incident was in the nature of a warning which God gave to Pharaoh in a
dream, in which the king thought he stood beside a river, out of which rose
seven fat cattle that fell to grazing in a meadow. Following the seven fat.
cattle were seven others that were lean and ill-favored, and these went also to
the meadow beside the river, and ate up all the seven that were fat. This was
Pharaoh’s first dream, but he fell asleep again and dreamed that he saw a
field of corn, on the stalks of which grew seven large ears fully matured, but
while looking upon these, other stalks grew out of the same ground, each of
which bore seven blasted ears, and these thin and immature ears devoured
those that were large and perfect

These two dreams so deeply troubled Pharaoh that he sent to all the
magicians in Egypt that he might obtain an interpreter, but none of them
were wise enough to tell him the significance of his visions. As the desire of
the king became noised about the chief butler remembered how Joseph had
interpreted the dreams of himself and of the ‘baker, so he went to Pharaoh
and told him how truly Joseph had prophesied, and advised that he be sent for.

The king immediately dispatched a messenger to bring Joseph to him, so
the young Hebrew hastily shaved himself, changed his clothes and appeared
before the king as he was bid. And when the young man came before the
throne Pharaoh told him that he had heard of how he had interpreted dreams
while in prison and asked him if he could understand and interpret all
dreams. Joseph replied, “It is not in me; God shall give Pharaoh an answer
of peace.”
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When Joseph had thus answered, Pharaoh related to him the two dreams
which so troubled him, whereupon Joseph gave him the interpretation as follows:
The two dreams he pronounced as one in meaning, since they both presaged
that the seven succeeding years would be seasons of great abundance through-
out all Egypt, but the next seven years would be seasons of famine, when the
land would produce nothing, so that distress for food would prevail among all
who did not take advantage of the seven years of plenty to fill their granaries
and thus provide against the seven seasons of failure.

THE FAMINE.

Pharaoh perceived that Joseph had given him the true significance of his
dreams, and determined to provide against the predicted famine by appointing -
Joseph the receiver of tithes and the collector of such portions of the crops as
he might levy during the seven years of plenty. But as a mark of his great
favor Pharaoh made Joseph ruler of all Egypt and put a gold chain about his
neck and made him ride next to his own chariot, while the people were ordered
to bow down to him. .

As all provision to guard against the coming famine had thus been given
to Joseph to make, he set about his duty by ordering large storehouses to be
made in all parts of the country, which he filled by raising the royal impost
of one-tenth on the produce of the land to ome-fifth, which was no hardship on
the people to pay, because for seven years the crops were so great that the
people could hardly take care of them, and were therefore inclined to waste-
fulness.

True to Joseph’s predictions, the beginning of the second seven years was
marked by a blasting of the crops; which continued until great want was felt
throughout the land, and immense numbers of people would have starved but
for the beneficent provisions made by Joseph. He now opened the storehouses
and from them supplied the wants of all who would come to buy.

The famine was not confined to Egypt, but extended into Canaan, Syria
and other countries, where it was so dreadful that the people of those lands
were compelled to come to Joseph to buy grain to avoid starvation.

So large were the purchases made of Joseph during the first two years of
the famine, that all the money of the Egyptians and Canaanites had passed
into the treasury of Pharaoh. The authority which Joseph thereafter exercised
over the Egyptlans was somewhat despotic, though hardly so oppressive as we
might expect it would be among a people that were noted for their custom of
reducing the poor to slavery. The people who were no longer able to pay for
the provisions they needed were removed from the country to the cities, but
~ were still allowed to cultivate the lands, which had thus passed to Pharaoh,
. by a payment of one-fifth of the produce to the crown, and this hard condltmn
- caused the permanent loss of tenure of land in Egypt.
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JOSEPH REFUSES TO DISCLOSE HIMSELF TO HIS BROTHERS.

Jacob, who still lived in Canaan, though an extremely rich man, did not
escape the terrible effects of the famine, and was forced to send also to Pharach
for grain to feed his household and famishing herds. Many years had now
passed since Joseph was sold into bondage, for at the time of the beginning
of the famine he was nearly forty years of age, while at the time of his sale
he was but seventeen. Yet in all these years Jacob had believed his son to
be dead, having heard no word from him, nor did any of his sons.reveal the
secret of their wickedness, little -caring what had become of the brother.

When Jacob’s.granaries were emptied he sent ten of his sons to Egypt to
buy corn, but kept Benjamin, the youngest, with him, lest some harm might
befall him, as he was now his father’s favorite and consolation.

When the ten brothers came to Joseph he recogmized all of them immedi-
ately, but they in turn did not know him, for they had never thought of their
servant brother becoming a ruler over so great a country as Egypt. In order
to confuse them, or Yest their fidelity, Joseph accused his brothers of being
spies come from Canaan to observe the poverty and weakness of Egypt. To
their protestations of denial Joseph answered that as one of the brothers had
been kept by his father in Canaan, he would keep them in prison and treat
them as spies until this one was also brought to him. So he cast all his
brothers into prison, but on the third day he went to them and said that he
knew the famine was severe in Canaan and that he would therefore permit
nine of them to return, laden with grain, to their father, but that he would
retain one as,a hostage for the bringing to him of their youngest brother.
The brothers were very sorrowful because of these conditions, and became
conscience stricken as Reuben reminded them how they had turned a deaf ear
to the entreaties of Joseph when they sold him to the Midianite merchants.

Joseph at length chose to hold Simeon, and accordingly bound him before
his brothers and then sent the others away with their sacks filled with corn;
but he ordered that the money which the brothers had paid for the corn should
be secretly placed in the sacks. As they journeyed back home with their asses
laden with grain they stopped at noon-time to give their animals food, when to
their astonishment, as they opened the sacks to get food for the asses, each one
found the money that he had paid to Joseph in the mouth of the bag, and they
believeéd that it was a miracle.

MEETING OF JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN.

When the brothers reached home they told their father all that had hap-

to them, of how harshly the governor of Egypt had treated them and

e had retained Simeon as a-hostage for the bringing to him of Bengamm

At this sad news Jacob was deeply distressed, for he could not bear to part
‘thh Benjamin. Reuben thereupon said to his father, “Slay my two soms, if



*TToT=T INTERPRETING PHARAOH'S DREAM. (83)
‘‘Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon.”—GEeN. xli. 14.
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I bring him not to thee; deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to °
thee again.” But Jacob would not consent.

When the corn which they brought was all eaten, Jacob told his sons to -
go again into Egypt and buy more, but they replied that the governor had said
that they should not see his face again unless they brought their youngest
brother with them. Then Judah begged his father to trust Benjamin into his
care, giving his oath to return him again or accept all the blame forever there-
after. At length Jacob consented, but he told his sons to take presents of
fruits, spices, honey, myrrh and balm with them, and also the money found in
their sacks, lest there might have been an oversight.

With the blessings of their father the brothers departed again, with
double money and presents, and took Benjamin with them. They journeyed
on and soon came before Joseph, who commanded that they be brought in to
dine with him. This order excited their fears afresh, because now they
believed they were apprehended to be punished for mnot paying for the corn
they had bought on the first visit, and so they told the steward of Joseph’s
house of how they had found the money they had paid to Joseph tied up with
the grain in their sacks after departing, and that they had therefore brought
it back again. The steward assured them that there was no cause for alarm
and that God had given them the treasure in their sacks. He then brought
water for them to wash their feet and provender for their asses, after which
Simeon was brought out to them.

Joseph returned to his brothers at noon, and asked diligently about the
health of his father, and then inquired if the young man was Benjamin.
Finding it to be so, Joseph was so overjoyed that he had to hasten from his
brothers to find a place to weep where they could not see him. When he
returned to them again all the brothers set before him the presents that they
had brought, and then the tables were made ready for dinner: one table being
set for Joseph, one for his brothers, and a third for the Egyptians that were
invited. But as they began to eat Joseph set dishes before them with his own
hands, and before Benjamin he placed five times as much food as before the
others, and they all drank and were merry. -

After the feast was over Joseph commanded his steward to fill up the
sacks of his brothers with corn, and into each place the money that they had
pald for the gram, but into the sack of Renjamin he ordered the steward to
put a silver cup.

In the morning the brothers were sent on their way, ‘but when they had
qot outside the city Joseph ordered his steward to set after them and to bring
them back, and to charge them with stealing a silver cup and money also.
The steward did as he was ordered, and when he came up with them he
accused the brothers of offending his master by robbing him of a silver cup.
They 'loudly protested their innocence, and freely offered to unloose, their
sacks, that he might see they had none of the things which they were accused
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of stealing. So the steward searched the sacks, beginning with that of the
oldest and ending with that of Benjamin, in whose sack he found the cup.

Now were the brothers covered with confusion, knowing their innocence,
and yet overwhelmed with the evidence of guilt, and they rent their clothes
with grief, but saddled up their asses, and with their sacks they returned to
Joseph, who was expecting them; and when they appeared before him he
asked, “ What deed is this that ye have done?” Then he told them that the
man in whose sack the cup was found should be his servant, but that the
other brothers should return in peace to their father.

Judah, who had so earnestly besought his father to give Benjamin into
his care, and who had vowed to return him safely, was now stricken with such
deep sorrow that we cannot read the suffering, agonizing plea which he offered
to Joseph without feeling a portion of the grief that moved him. Approaching
his royal brother with a humility and dejection which plainly reflected the
agony of his mind, he begged that he would listen to the sorrowful circum-
stances which had brought him and his brethren again to Egypt. He reminds
Joseph how he had truly answered all his inquiries, in which he had told why
Benjamin the youngest, his father’s comforter, had not come with them on the
first visit, and the sad cause that had brought him now. He then pleads for
the life of his old father, who will surely be brought to the grave with grief
if Benjamin is not permitted to return, for that Jacob had mourned continu-
ally for the loss of his son Joseph, and now to remove from him his other
favorite would inflict upon him a burden greater than he could bear, ¢ for his
life is bound up in that of the lad.” As a last plea for his young brother,
Judah begs Joseph to take him as a bondman in Benjamin’s place, and to let
the lad return to his doting father.

This last soul-sorrowing supplication was more than Joseph could bear,
and he commanded every one to go out of the room except his brothers, and
when they were alone he burst out crying and revealed himself to his brothers,
saying: “1 am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now, there-
fore, be not grieved mor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither; for
God did send me before you to preserve life.”

~ Joseph’s forgiveness of his brothers for their wickedness in conspiring to
take his life, and afterward in selling him into bondage, is beautifully expressed
in the sacred records, wherein he is made to say:

“Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto hlm Thus saith thy
son Joseph, God hath made me Lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry
not: and thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near
unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks,
and thy herds, and all that thou hast; and there will I nourish thee; for yet
there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou
hast, come to poverty. . . -And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in
Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my.
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‘father hither. And he fell upon his brother Benjamin'’s neck and wept; and
Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover he kissed all his brethren and wept
“upon them.”
' When it was told to Pharaoh that Joseph’s brothers had come, he told
Joseph to load all their animals with grain and let them return to their father,
and to take wagons and bring back to Egypt Jacob and his household, and
that he would give him everything good that was in the land.

JOSEPH REVEALING HIMSELF TO HIS BROTHERS.
“And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph.”—GEN, xlv. 3.

To the brothers Pharaoh spoke, saying, “ Now thou art commanded, this do
ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for
your wives, and bring your father and come. Also regard not your stuff; for

the good of all Egypt is yours.”

MEETING OF JOSEPH AND HIS 'FATHER.

J'oseph’s brothers departed for their home with many wagons and prov151ons
for the journey, and other marks of kindness from both him and Pharaoh, in-
cluding changes of clothing and money. Benjamin received five times as much
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as was given to the other brothers, which was because of his nearness of kin-
ship to Joseph. When they reached Beersheba they ran-joyfully to their father
and told him the glad news of how Joseph was yet living and had been ex-
alted to the rulership of all Egypt, and that he had sent them to bring their
father to him. -

When Jacob heard all that had been told his heart fainted, for he did not
believe them, while the grief which he had felt for the loss of Joseph was
brought back fresh again to him. When he saw the wagons and presents
which his son had sent, his spirit revived and he then believed. The reaction
from despondency which he had before felt to that of transporting happiness
which followed the satisfying evidence that Joseph was indeed still living, was
extremely great, as may be imagined, and was a fitting conclusion to the won-
derful succession of surprises which had come to himself and sons during the
short period since they had first gone to Egypt to buy corn.

When Jacob believed that Joseph was still living he became all impatience
to go immediately to see him; but before setting out on the journey he did
not neglect to make sacrifices unto God, who appeared to him in a vision at
night, and said, * Fear not to go down into Egypt, for I will there make of thee
a great nation.” Jacob at once collected together all his household, including
his sons’ wives, and his grandchildren, sixty-six in number, and all his goeds
and his herds, and went to Egypt. As the caravan reached the land of Goshen,
which is on the frontier of Egypt, and which was to be the dwelling-place of
Jacob, having been given to him by Pharaoh, Joseph came out to meet him in
a chariot. What a sublimely beautiful though pathetic spectacle was now to
be presented! More than twenty years had passed since the sad news was
brought to Jacob that Jqseph, his best beloved, had been torn and eaten by wild
beasts; and behold, in his old age, his heart was lifted out of its long grief by
the enrapturing tidings that this cruel story was false, and that the lost son
was to be restored to him; not as the little boy who went out in the fields,
clothed in beautifully colored raiment, to bring report of the doings of his
brothers, but as a man, grown to full estate, and wearing the purple of authority,
the greatest ruler in all Egypt, yet no less the loving son.

When Joseph perceived his aged father approaching, he ran to meet him,
and falling on his neck wept with that joy which may best be described as
lifting us from earth into the blissful condition of angels. Jacob was equally
overcome, for he said, in the pride and happiness of his heart, * Now let me
die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.”

ACOB BLESSES JOSEPH’S CHILDREN AND DIES.
) J

When Jacob was brought before Pharaoh, he was questioned by the king
as to his age and possessions, to which Jacob replied that he was then a
hundred - and thirty years old, during which time his sorrows had been very
great. Pharaoh seems to have been much affected by Jacob’s story of his.
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griefs, but was no doubt influenced more by the estimation in which he held
Joseph in his gifts to Israel-——which Jacob and his household were now called.
The land of Goshen, also called Rameses, was a most fruitful district near the
eastern confines of Egypt, and was a considerable territory. All this Pharaoh
gave to Jacob, besides ordering Joseph to sustain the household until the famine
abated.

Jacob lived in Goshen for seventeen years, and was now so old that his eye-
sight, like that of his father Isaac in his last years, had so failed him that he
could no longer see. Realizing that his death was near at hand he sent for
‘Joseph and his two sons, named Manasseh and Ephraim, who were born to
him by his wife, Asenath, whom he had married directly after interpreting
Pharaoh’s dream. When they arrived Jacob summoned his strength and sat up
in bed, and after telling Joseph how God had blessed him and the promises
made toward his descendants, he called his two grandsons to give them his
blessings. Being blind he had to trust his touch, as Isaac had, so that when
the boys came to him he felt them, to distinguish the elder from the younger.
Joseph desired that his father’s first blessing should be given to Manasseh,
the elder, but Jacob, remembering how he, beilig younger than his brother
Esau, had taken the blessing from his father, chose to give the greater blessing
to Ephraim, which he accordingly did. Following this he called all of his
own sons together, the twelve mentioned, and giving to Joseph a double portion,
he divided the rest of his possessions among the others, and then gave a prophecy
of what should be the career of each, Through ]udah who pleaded so hard
before Joseph for the release of Benjamin, Jacob declared should come the
Redeemer (Shiloh). Reuben, through his instability, should not excel; Simeon
and Levi, for the wrong they did in putting Hamor and his son, the husband
of Dinah, to the sword, should be cursed for their anger, and the1r descendants
scattered in Israel; Zebulun shauld dwell by the sea, and keep a haven for
ships; Issachar should be a servant to carry heavy burdens; Dan was appointed
to be a judge of one of the tribes of Israel; Gad would be overcome, but
being a great warrior, should become victorious over his enemies at last; Asher
was appointed to great riches; Naphtali should be a counsellor; Benjamin was
to become a great warrior, who would mnever be satisfied with his conquests,
and would fight if for no other reason than for the spoils that he might take.

For Joseph was reserved all the good things- that might be given through
the favor of God, but already had his destiny been almost complete, since the
position to which he had attained was equal to that of king of a great country.
These twelve sons afterward became the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel,
and will be frequently mentioned in subsequent narratives.

After finishing the giving of his prophetic blessings, Jacob charged his sons
after his death to bury him in ‘the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre,
where already reposed the 'bodies of his parents and grandparents, and of his
wife Leah. When he had this commanded them, *“ he gathered up his feet
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into the bed, and yielded up the ghost,” aged one hundred and forty-seven
years. : -

When his father was dead Joseph threw himself upon the body in a wild
passion of grief and kissed it repeatedly. He then ordered his physicians to
embalm his precious dead, and kept the body in his house for a period of forty
days. as was the custom of the Egyptians, but his period of mourning was

“\‘H m J W ‘w*
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THE BODY OF JACOB EMBALMED.
‘“And the physicians embalmed Israel.””—GEN. 1. 2,

for seventy days. The body was now taken by Joseph and his brothers, who
were followed by all the servants in' Pharaoh’s house, and the prominent
people of Egypt, in chariots and on horseback, “to the threshing floor of Atad,”
which was near the Jordan River. Here they halted and went into mourning
for seven days, after which the body was ‘carried to the place designated ia
Jacob’s last request, and deposited in the sepulchre with his fathers.
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- When they had returned from the burial of their father, Joseph’s brothers
expressed fear thdt now he would punish them for their iniquity in selling him
into bondage, and to propitiate his anger they fell down at his feet and begged
him to forgive them, offering to remain forever his servants if he would but
spare them. At this Joseph wept, sorrowful that they should believe he harbored
any desire for revenge. But he soon dismissed their fears, by promising to do
God’s will in all things and to provide for both them and their children.

There is little more recorded in the Bible about Joseph after his father’s
death, as it merely tells us that he continued to dwell in Egypt, with his rela-
tives, until he was one hundred and ten years of age, and had seen the third
generation of his son Ephraim, and had held the grandchildren of his son
Manasseh on his knee. At this age he died and was embalmed and. buried in.
Egypt. Many years afterward, when the Israelites reached Canaan, the remains
of Joseph were carried over to Sychem and laid in the sepulchre with his father.




CHAPTER VIIL

THE STORY OF MOSES.

Egyptians were always enemies of the Jews, and even
in the time of Joseph, who was himself a Hebrew, it
was mnot permitted the Jews to sit at table with the
Egyptians. Thus we saw, in the preceding chapter,
that when Joseph's brothers came to him on their
second visit to buy corn, when he had ordered them to
dine with him, he had three tables prepared: one for
himself, one for  his brothers, and another for the
Egyptians who were in his house. Though Pharaoh and his
people were content to care for the household of Jacob, the
land which was given them in Goshen lay outside the borders
of Egypt, probably on the frontier of Syria, as the sentiment
against the Jews would not permit of even Joseph's relatives
occupying a part of the Egyptian territory proper. '

The story of the oppressions of the Israelites, descendants
of Jacob, who was called Israel, begins thus, “ Now there rose
up a new king over Egypt. who knew mnot Joseph.” We are
therefore not- informed of the circumstances which gave rise to
the new dymnasty succeeding Pharaoh who was king at the
time of Joseph. The sacred record does tell us, however, that
the Israelites, or Jews of modern history, had increased so
rapidly that the king of Egypt grew fearful lest they should become more
numerous than his own people, or that they might unite with other enemies
of the Egyptians and make war against him. This question of the Jewish in-
crease became such a serious one at length that measures were taken to limit
it, and also to prevent them from emigrating, which the levy of burdens might
prompt them to do. Accordingly, Pharaoh, the new king, appointed taskmasters
over the Jews and in other respects also reduced them to a state of bondage.

The heaviest burdens were imposed upon the unhappy Jews, by which they
were compelled to build the treasure cities of Pithom and Raamses. But not-
withstanding the severity of their labor the Jews contxnued to multiply as
rapldly as before.

- Seeing the futility of ‘his meastres thus faf, Pharﬁoﬁ ﬁﬂbpted new and more
rigorous ones, by which the childrén of the }'ews were' forced ‘to perform the
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~‘hardest labor, such as the carrying of brick and mortar, and exposing them to
the hardships and exposures of the field. To this was next added a yet more
severe law commanding the midwives to kill every male child born to the Jews,
though they were ordered to spare all the female children. :

BIRTH AND FINDING OF MOSES.

While these dreadfully restrictive measures were in force, a descendant of
Levi, one of Jacob’s sons, married a Jewess of the same descent, by whom he
had a son. The mother, to save her child from being killed according to the
law, hid him for three months, but not being able, from her poverty, to keep
him longer concealed, she made a basket of willows and covered it with slime
and pitch so that it might float; she then .placed her babe in this frail shallop
and laid it among the flags of the river (Nile) brink. The mother then sta-
tioned the babe’s sister, Miriam, a little way off to see what might happen to
the child.

It is most probable that the place wherein the basket was placed was one
frequented by members of the royal household, for we are told that soon after,
Pharaoh’s daughter, attended by her maids, came down to bathe at this very
place. Discovering the child in the basket, by hearing its cries, she ordered
her maid to bring it to her. While holding the child she saw that it was of
Hebrew parentage; Miriam, now perceiving her opportunity, asked if she should
get a Hebrew mother to nurse it, to which the kind-hearted princess gave her
consent, and as the babe’s mother was near by she was called, and it was given
into her care, with the promise of the princess to pay her wages for rearing it.

After some years, the child, which had now grown greatly, was brought to
Pharaoh’s daughter, who accepted him as her son, and called his name Moses,
which means “taken out of the water.”

THE MANHOOD OF MOSES.

* After the adoption of Moses by Pharaoh’s daughter we have no further
record concerning him until, according to the authority of St. Stephen, he was
forty years of age, when we are told that one day, while Moses was watching
the hard labor of his people, he saw an Egyptian (taskmaster, presumedly,)
beating one of his Hebrew brethren. FEvidently, all who were witnesses of this
assault were Hebrews, for Moses looked this way and that way, and when he
saw that there was no man (Egyptian) in sight, he slew the Egyptian, and
buried him in the sand.

On the next day, as Moses was walking out he saw two Jews fighting,
whom he so soundly reproved that omne of them asked who had made him a
prince and a judge, and then taunted him with having killed and hil the
Egyptian. Pharaoh was thus apprised of the murder, and resolved to kill Moses
for the crime, but he fled and went to Midian, which was in Arabia, and ther
sat down by a well to rest and refresh himself. '
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‘While thus resting, seven daughters of a Midian priest, named Jethro, came
there to water their father’s flocks, and after they had filled the troughs some
shepherds came up and drove them away, but Moses came to their aid and
gallantly watered their flocks for them. For this kind act he was invited to the
house of Jethro, where he lived but a short time before the priest gave him
.one of his daughters, Zipporah, in marriage, by whom Moses had one son that
he named Gershom. It is somewhat singular that no mention whatever is
made of this som, or of Zipporah either, beyond the mere statement of the marriage
and birth. It is probable that Gershom died in infancy for had he grown to manhood
he would have almost certainly succeeded to some hereditary office, unless he
was ineligible by reason of some sin, or mental incapacity. The four sons of
Aaron, as we shall presently see, were installed in the priestly office directly
after they became of age, or, rather, almost immediately upon the completion
of the Tabernacle, but Moses left no children that figured in the sacred history.

MOSES DELIVERS THE ISRAELITES.

Moses remained with Jethro attending his herds for several years, nearly
forty, by some authorities, when one day as he drove the cattle to a new
pasturage at the Mount of Horeb, an angel appeared to him, assuming the
appearance of a burning bush, out of which God called to him. When Moses
had made answer the voice told him to take off his sandals because the place
was holy ground. The voice then continuing told him of the promises made
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and that the burdens and sorrows of the Israel-
ites, under their cruel Egyptian taskmasters, had excited God’s compassion.
The voice therefore spoke further to Moses, commanding him to go tv Pharaoh
and procure the release of his people from bondage, by means which would
be placed within his power. Moses was then further instructed as to what he
should do, and was permitted to perform miracles by which he would be able
to convince the Israelites that he was indeed sent to deliver them.

Moses had a brother named Aaronm, three years his elder, concerning whose
birth the Bible tells us nothing. It may be that the word “ brother” here
means that Aaron was only &« member of his tribe; or, possibly, that the two
were half-brothers; in either event, the importance of exactness in the narra-
tive is not great. We are told that while God was manifesting Himself to
Moses, Aaron was journeying to meet him, and that the two met at Mount
Horeb, where Moses told his brother of the wonderful things which God had
just performed, and.of his call to go back into Egypt to deliver his people.
Aaron was an eloquent man, while Moses was, as he admits, slow of tongue,
so the Lord said to him that Aaron should help him to talk to the people,
and that he, too, would be given the power to perform miracles.

It was not without much persuasion upon the part of God, who at length
became angered that Moses consented to do that which he was bidden, for he
doubted, even in the face of the many miracles which God wrought before
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‘hxm, his fitness for the work of deliverance, or that God would help him as
He promlsed These doubts, however, were finally removed, and Moses, first
gaining the consent of Jethro, his father-m—law, set out w1th his wife and
two sons for Egypt. As they came again to Mount Horeb, Aaron met them
and they travelled together until they came to a caravansary, or inn, where,
after stopplng for the night, Moses’ wife was prevailed upon to return to her

father, since the hardships of the journey were too great for herself and her
young babe.

MOSES AND AARON BEFORE PHARAOH.

The two brothers, upon reaching Egypt, called at once upon the priests,
or elders, of the Israelites, to whom they told how God had called them to
deliver the people out of bondage, and, as a sign of the power .which the
Lord had given them, they changed their rods into serpents, which convinced
the elders. In all that was said Aaron acted as the mouthpiece of Moses, for
to one was given the ability to direct, while the other was endowed with the
gift of eloquence.

When they had explained their mission to the elders, who were to tien
prepare the Israelites for their freedom, Moses and Aaron went before Pharaoh
and asked him to allow the Hebrews to go three days’ journey into the wil-
derness and make a feast, but Pharaoh evidently perceived the intention of
Moses, and instead of granting the request he imposed fresh burdens upon the
Israelites. These increased hardships made the Israelites regret that Moses
had ever designed their freedom, and they besought him to cease his efforts
for their release. Even Moses himself was overcome by the sad results of his
attempts to procure the deliverance of his people, for he went out into a field and
cried to the Lord, “Wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated this people? Why
is it that thou hast sent me? for since I came to Pharaoh tQ speak in Thy
name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast Thou delivered Thy
people at all.”

THE TEN PLAGUES.

When Moges had thus complained, God answered him by saying that now
should He drive Pharaoh with a strong hand, and renewed His promise to bring
‘the Israelites out of bondage. God also renewed the covenant which He had
made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and told Moses that His name should
now be Jehovah, by which He had never before been called. Then God said
that Aaron should be the prophet, to declare to Pharaoch what should come to
pass, and to foretell the afflictions which should be brought upon the Egyptians
if Pharaoh persisted in refusing to give the Hebrews their freedom.

| Moses and Aaron were now commanded to go again to Pharaoh, at ‘Whl(:h_
time we are told that Moses was eighty and Aaron was elghty-three years. gf
age "As they came before the king to show him the power which God
ven them, and that ‘their request for the deliverance of the Israelites was'
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made by God's commands, Aaron threw down his rod before Pharoah, when iu-
stantly it became a live serpent. But this miracle did not convince the king,
for, calling his magicians before Moses, they too cast down their ‘rods and
changed them into serpents, but Aaron’s rod swallowed up the magicians’ rods.
On the following day, as Pharaoh came down to the river, Moses went before
him, and striking the water with his rod turned it into blood; and when the
Egyptians dug for wells they could find nothing but blood, and there was no
water to drink for a period of seven days. This plague of blood was so great
that Pharaoh softened his heart and promised to let the Israelites go if Moses
would bring back the waters as before. But when Moses, by prayer to God,
restored the waters, Pharaoh broke his promise, so that other plagues were sent
upon Egypt, each time the king declaring, while the plague was upon the land,
that if it were removed he would hberate the people, but as often refusing to
redeem his pledge.

The plagues that were thus sent by God were as follows: First, a plague
of blood, then of frogs, next of lice, flies, murrain, by which all the domestic
animals died, then boils on both man and beast, then hail and fire, next grass-
hoppers, then darkness, and last, but most terrlble of all, was the plague of
‘the first-born, by whlch the eldest child of every Egypnan family was brought
to death.

When God determined to visit the Egyptians with this last dreadful punish-
ment, He first directed Moses and Aaron to tell the Israelites and to order each
Hebrew family to take a lamb from their flocks, which should be kept for a
penod of four days, at the end of which time it was to be killed, in the even-
ing; into the blood of the lamb a hyssop branch was to be’ dlpped which
should then be struck on each side and over every door of the Israelites’ houses,
so that there might be three marks of blood at the door of those who were to
-escape the visit of death. It was also commanded that the lambs thus slain
should be roasted and eaten while the Israelites were all ready to depart out of
Egypt, their dress complete and weapons in their hands.

While the Hebrews were thus prepared, and were eating the lambs as
God directed, the angel of death came through all the land of Egypt, smltlhg
the ﬁrst-born of every Egyptlan house, but passing by, or ‘over, every house
that had the blood marks. It is this incident which the Jews still celebrate m.
their Feast of the Passover.

None of the plagues which God had sent to worry the Egyptlans were
permitted to visit any of the Israelites, but still Pharaoh was so wicked in his
heart, and had so long bowed down to idols, that with all the manifestations of
God’s will and power, he refused to give the Israelites their freedom. When,
therefore, the plague of the first-born was sent, God ordered His chosen people
to gather together themselves and their flocks, 'and to borrow, or take from t!
Egyptians all the gold and silver and jéwels which they could “obtain, . od
‘depart out of Egypt. The number which started in obedience to this con"""*’re
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was six hundred thousand men, besides children; and herds of animals, such
as goats, cattle, camels and asses, but without other provisions, as the haste
with which they left prevented them from taking any victuals except some
unleavened bread. f

So great was the number of Israelites that they had gone some days before
Pharaoh could assemble an army large enough to go in pursuit. We are not
told how many soldiers Pharaoh collected, but it must have been a great host,

for “he took six hundred chosen chariots and all the chariots of Egypt, and
captains over every one of them.” B

PHARAOH’S HOST DROWNED IN THE RED SEA.

The Israelites did not flee with any well-determined idea as to where they
were going, being concerned only for their freedom, and relying upon the Lord’s

PHARAOH'S HOST SWALLOWED UP.

«“And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea.”—Ex. xiv. 27.

promise to bring them to a land flewing with milk and honey. The desert
which lay between Egypt and Canaan (Palestine), being the north portion of
Arabia, was called “the wilderness,” through which their route lay. As there
were no roads through this dreary country, lest they might become lost, God
sent before them a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, which they were
sidden to follow. ‘



DEATH OF PHARAOH'S FIRST-BORN.

“And there was a great cry in Egypt: for there was not a house where there was not one dead.”—EX. xii. 30.
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‘When the Israelites were several days march from tne capital of Egypt,
God commanded them to make a camp at Pihahiroth, which was beside the
north-most end of the Red Sea. Here, in the midst of the confusion of their
camp, they discovered the rapidly approaching army of Pharaoh, and became
pamic-stricken. Believing that they should now be massacred, a great number
of Israelites began to find fault with Moses, “for,” said they, “it had been
better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.”
Moses replied to their murmurings by bidding them to fear not and that they
should see the salvation of the Lord, for he would fight for them.

When Moses had prayed to God he was bidden to stretch forth his rod
and divide the waters of the Red Sea, and to order his people to move forward.
After he had followed the Divine direction the waters of the sea were divided
so that a great wall stood on either side and left a dry path between. Into
this miraculous pathway the Israelites marched, followed directly by the pur-
suing Egyptians, but the latter had not proceeded far when the great walls of
water were broken and came rushing together upon Pharaoh’s hosts with such
violence that they were overwhelmed and every one of that immense army was
drowned. But the Israelites marched out on the other side on dry ground, nor
was one of them destroyed, for the waters did not come together until they had
all passed out on the Arabian side.

WANDERINGS OF THE ISRAELITES.

When the Israelites were safe from their enemies they sang praises to the
Lord with hearty thanksgiving, and then continued their march. The land of
Canaan lay northeast of Egypt, but the route taken by them was a circuitous
one, since it led southeasterly through Arabia, and thus caused them to travel
many hundreds of miles farther, and through a very much more miserable
country, than if they had skirted the Mediterranean Sea, and gone by the
direct and easiest way. But there were two reasons why God chose that they
should be led by the longer and more difficult route. Fzrst.—If they had gone
by the shore of the Mediterranean their march would have been interrupted by
the warlike Philistines, who dwelt in the southern part of Canaan, by whom they
would doubtless have been exterminated, without some miraculous interpositior.
Second.—The Lord chese to chasten his people and impress upon them His
loving care and providence, by which they should come to serve Him loyally
—a most excellent reason, as we shall hereafter see.

The Israclites, after crossing the Red Sea, marched southwardly along
the Gulf of Suez, until they reached the seventeen wells of Moses, at the
station of Ayun Musa. From this point they diverged southwestwardl
through the margin of the desert of Paran, and the wilderness of Shur; w %,
is still noted for its great sand storms and aridity. For three days. tﬁey
were in this wilderness without water, and when, at last, being tormented by,
thirst, they came to the spring of Marah, they could not drink the water’
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‘because of its bitterness. Again the Israelites complained loudly against
Moses for bringing them into such a land, wherein they were threatened with
death by thirst, forgetting already how God had delivered them in their
extremities. ‘

The Lord now directed Moses to take the branches of a certain tree,
‘which grew by the spring, and cast them into the spring, which being done
the waters were at once made sweet and wholesome, so that the Israelites and
their herds gratified their thirst.

FED WITH MANNA FROM HEAVEN.

After quenching their thirst at Marah the Hebrews continued their march
until they came to what was called the wilderness of Sin, which was not far
from the Red Sea, or between its waters and Mount Sinai. Here they were

put to another great trial,
for the unleavened bread
which they had brought
-away from Egypt was now
exhausted, and starvation
was threatening. As they
had already done three
times before, when suffer-
ing under the chastening
rod, they again accused
Moses of leading them into
a strange land which had
made their hardships
greater than those which
they bore while under
bondage.

The Lord now told Moses and Aaron that he would again show to the
Israelites that he was leading them, by causing bread to fall from heaven
wherewith to satisfy their hunger, and that He would so continue to supply
them until they should come into Canaan. According to this promise every
‘night thereafter manna was sent from heaven, which the people gathered early
in the morning so that the supply was never deficient. But besides this
miraculous provision, that the people should not be fed by bread alone, in the
evening a great number of quails flew into their camp, which were caught and
served to supply them with meat.

R e

THE POOL OR WELLS OF MOSES.

WATER BROUGHT OUT OF THE ROCK IN HOREB.
The many manifestations of God’s watchful care which the Israelites had
seen still did not incline them to a belief in the promises Moses had made
to them, for with every fresh trouble they were ready to expend their wrath
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1upon the leader whom God had appointed to take them from a land of bond-
age to a country blessed with an abundance for all their temporal needs.

After the Israelites had passed through the desert of Sin they came to a
place. called Rephidim, meaning restzng place. Again were they afflicted with
the scarcity of water, and again did they raise a cry against Moses, which at
length grew into threats against his life: Moses appealed to the Lord, by
whom he was directed to take some of the elders and go on before the peo-
ple until he should reach the rock in Horeb; this rock he was directed to
strike with his rod, promising that a plentiful supply of water should follow
the act. Moses did as the Lord bade him, and a stream of water gushed out
of the rock sufficient for all the people and their herds; but scarcely had the
danger of thirst been overcome, when a king called Amalek, a leader of some
warlike tribes who were descendants of Esau, attacked them with no other
purpose than to rob them of their possessious.

. This first battie of the Israelites was a severe omne and was waged for
some time with varying success, for we are told that, though Joshua was the
leader of the Israelitish host, when Moses lifted his hands his people prevailed,
but when he let them fall the Amalekites prevailed. The battle so continued
until Moses sat upon a stone and his hands were held up by Aaron on one
side and Hur on the other, when the Israelites put to flight the Amalekites
with great slaughter.

MOSES MEETS HIS WIFE AND FATHER-IN-LAW,

After this great battle Jethro, the Midian priest, Moses’ father-in-law,
heard of the events befalling the Israelites; and taking Zipporah, Moses’ wife,
and the two sons born to him, he went out to meet his kinsman. When
they met, Moses fell on Jethro’s meck and kissed him, and then told of all
the wonderful things which had befallen him since his departure from Egypt.
Jethro seems to have been a very devout man, for he served the true God,
and when he learned how Moses was an instrument in the ILord’s hands for
bringing the Israelites out of bondage, he took a burnt-offering and made
sacrifices to God.

On the following day all the Israelites were called together before Moses
to receive such judgments as they might ask to have made, as Moses was the
only judge which they had, and upon him therefore devolved the entire adminis-
tration of justice. Jethro, seeing this, told Moses that the duty was too much
for one man to perform, and thereupon advised that councillors and judges be
appointed from among the people who should sit in judgment somewhat after
the manner of our present courts. Moses was to be the supreme judge,
whilst others should try the lesser offenses or causes, corresponding with our
circuit judges and magistrates. This would relieve Moses of all other duties
save the hearing of the highest complaints. These suggestions were so well
received that Moses at once acted upon them and appointed rulers, or judges,
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over thousands, and over hundreds, and fifties, and of tens. After this Jethro
departed, and there is no further record concerning him.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS GIVEN TO MOSES.

In the third month after the Israelites had gone out of Egypt they came
into the wilderness of Sinai, and when they had encamped at the foot of
Mount Sinai Moses went up on to the peak and there talked with God. In
this conversation the Lord reminded him of how He had sustained him and
his people, and that greater things were yet in store for him if he would
obey His voice. Then God further told Moses to go down among the Israel-
ites and sanctify them, and to order them to wash their clothes and be ready
on the third day thereafter to receive Him. God charged Moses particularly,
however, not to permit any omne to go up to the mount, for death would be
surely visited upon those who should attempt to do so.

When morning dawned on the third day there was a deep cloud seen resting
on Sinai, out of which came flashes of blinding lightning and crashing peals
of -thunder, so that all the people in the camp trembled with great fear. Moses
now ordered all the Israelites to come out of their tents and to stand at the
foot of the mountam, as they obeyed the command the Lord descended upon
the mount in fire and made it smoke like an immense furnace, while thunder
continued to break” in terrific discharges. Then a trumpet was heard blaring
in deep resonance, and growing louder and louder until Moses spoke, when the
Lord called to him to come up on the mountain. When Moses came up God
charged him to go down again and forbid the people, the priests or the elders
from venturing upon the side of the mount, lest they become victims to His
wrath, but to come up again and bring with him Aaron.

After Moses did what had been commanded, he received and communicated
to the people the law which God had promulgated, the ten commandments which
He afterward again gave to Moses on the same mountain written on tables of
stone. When Moses returned to God he stood in the thick darkness which
clothed the Omnipotent, while the people looked on from a distance, fearful of
the thunders and black clouds from out which God’s voice was sent. Here
rMc;ses received the Divine precepts, which related to the government and future
of the Jewish people. God, thus through Moses, assured the Israelites of His
protection if they would but obey Him, but warned them of His vengeance should
they embrace idolatry. Above all, He told them that the angel Jehovah (the
Christ), who had guided them out of Egypt, would still lead them to the land
of promxse and fight their battles.

- Moses returned to Mount Sinai several times, bemg the messenger between
God and the Israelites, but on the'last visit he remained for a period of forty
days and nights, fasting all the while, during which time he was commanded
‘to make a sanctuary from the gold, silver, fine linens, shittim wood and skins
that the people should contribute, He also told Moses, that this sanctuary
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should have an altar, or mercy-seat, of pure gold, with two cherubim of gold
that should be placed on either side facing each other, and with wings extended.
The mercy-seat was to rest upon an ark, at which God promised to meet and

commune with
Moses concern-
ing the govern-
ment of his
people and of
holy things.
He also com-
manded that a
Tabernacle be
built of ten cur-
"tains of fine
twisted linen,
of blue, purple
and scarlet,and
within thisTab-
ernacle should
the ark be kept.
There was also
to be provided a
table for shew-
bread. This
bread was to be
baked by the
priests, appoin-
ted for a week,
and placed on
the goldentable
in the sanctu-
ary. ‘There
were to be
twelve loaves,
representing
the twelve
tribes of Israel,
which were to
be changed

MIRIAM'S SONG OF THANKSGIVING.
‘‘The horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.”’ —EZX. xv. 21,

every Sabbath, and be eaten only by the priests in the holy place. The Lord
also told Moses to provide an gltar for sacrifices, and also a candelabra, or
golden candlestick, of seven branches, and a lamp which should be kept supph@d’e,

with olive oil.
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Besides the instructions which God gave to Moses as to how the Tabernacle
of the congregation should be built, and the holy furniture with which it should
be provided, He also told Moses to establish a priesthood by investing Aaron
and his four sons with the vestments of the holy office, describing to His servant
what the insignia of the priestly office should be, and how Aaron and his sons
were to be consecrated. While the priestly garments were ordered to be made
out of the most costly linens, bejewelled with many precious stones, such as topaz,
carbuncle, diamond, sardius, emerald, sapphire, ligure, agate, amethyst, beryl,
onyx and jasper, set in ‘“ouches of gold in their inclosing,” it is somewhat
surprising that the ceremony of investiture was made so simple. The command

WORSHIPPING THE GOLDEN CALF,

‘given was that, “ thou (Moses) shalt bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the
Tabernacle of the.congregation and wash them, and thou shalt put upon Aaron
the holy garments and anoint him, that he may minister to Me in the priest’s
office.” Thus it appears that the only ceremony was the pouring of oil upon
the head, as an act of sanctification, and the putting on of the priestly garments.
Though the office was conferred by a simple act, this fact did not detract any
from the solemn obligations imposed, since the surroundings were sufficiently
grave and holy to thoroughly impress upon the inducted priests its sacredness,
while the people needed no other evidence of authority thus bestowed by God
‘than the holy light that shone always about the Tabernacle.
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THE ISRAELITES BECOME IDOLATERS.

Moses was so long upon Sinai talking with God that at the end of forty
days, upon returning to the people, he found that Aaron had made for them an
idol out of the gold and jewelry which they had brought to him, and moulded it
into a golden calf. Before this image the people were bowing in adoration,
and had, by direction of Aaron, made a great feast and offered burnt-offerings
and sacrifices to it. "

God was so angered at the Israelites for their idolatry, and so speedily
turning away from Him after beholding so many of His mercies, that He re-

MOUNT SINAIL

solved to “ consume them from the face of the earth.” But Moses pleaded so
earnestly for their lives that God consented to spare them, but not without
some punishment which should be visited upon them in the future.

When Moses came back to his people he brought with him the tables of stone
graven with the ten commandments, but as he drew near he beheld the Israelites
making merry before the golden calf, which so offended him that he threw
down the tables and broke them. Then he called to Aaron and asked why the
the people had abandoned God and become worshippers of the golden image?
Aaron made reply that the people had come to him and begged him o make



“(130) MOSES BREAKING THE TABLES.
- *“And Moscs’ anger waxed bot, and he cast the tables out of his hands.”—Ex. xxxil.
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- them ‘god, sitce they knew not what had become of Moses 3 but e “preaged

“with his brother not to be angry with them. Moses now went and stood at the
“ gate’ ‘of the camp,” and called aloud, “ Who is on the Lord’s side? let him
come to me.” ‘To this cry all the sons of Levi responded, and were told hy
Moses that God had ordered them to “ go in and out from gate to gate through-
out the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion,
and every man his neighbor.”” The children of Levi obeyed the command, and
killed that day three thousand of the offending Israelites.

After inflicting this punishment Moses took the Tabernacle, which had been
prepared as the Lord had directed, and set it up some distance from the camp,
and when all had been made ready he entered into the veil beside the mercy-
seat. God then appeared to him in a cloudy pillar, which stood at the Taber-
nacle door, and talked with . him, “face to face, as a man speaketh unto his
friend,” while all the people looked on in wonder and praise. Here God con-
ﬁrmed all that He had before promised and told Moses He would show him
His mercy and glory. Moses was thereupon ordered to prepare other tables
and go again to the top of Mount Sinai, where God would write upon these
stones the commandments in place of the tables that were broken.

Moses did as the Lord willed, and remained on the mount fasting for
+ another period of forty days and mnights, talking with God, who gave him the
new tables, and promised that if the people would cease their iniquities He
would do greater things for them than ever before. Moses then returned to
the Israelites, bearing the tables, and told them of God’s promises, and while
he spoke to them his face shone brightly, so that they were afraid to come
near hiu.
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CHAPTER VIIIL.

STONING A BLASPHEMER.

Leviticus.

544
PPOOSES gave the law of the statutes, which God had made,
to the people and established the days of thanksgivings’
and praise-offerings, and also the tithe rate which was to
be given for the maintenance of the priesthood. After
this the people became very devout, seeing again how
merciful the Lord had been to them, but withal there
were yet some who disregarded the will of God and
continued in their transgressions. The first instance of
a relapse into sin after Moses’ last return from Sinai,
is described in the Bible as follows:
Among the host of Israelites who came out of Egypt there
was one Egyptian, or, rather, the son of an Egyptian by an
Israelite woman. ‘The mixing of blood between the master and
slave was common during the Israelitish bondage, but in all
| cases such offspring were held in slavery. On a certain occa-
J'§) sion, this half-caste fell into a dispute with one of the Israelites,
and the two fought in the camp, during which contest the

\(17 former blasphemed the name of the Lord. This event must
] ‘1 have occurred soon after the last appearance, or manifestation,
‘{’" of God before Moses and the people, and while the spirif of
\r, righteousness was upon them, else they would hardly havff re-
3&, garded the offense so gravely, as the entire camp was off v a
a4 short time previously grovelling before the molten calf.
But now the blasphemer was arrested and thrown into a ward, offf iil,
until he could be brought to trial. When the matter was referred to les

he counselled with God, who directed that the offender be taken out

camp and there stoned by all those who heard the words of blas 'y
uttered. ‘This wrath of God, against those who took His name in va as
thereafter formulated into a law, making the utterance of oaths pux le

with death by stoning.

TAKING A CENSUS OF THE ISRAELITES. : L 1

Two years after the children of Israel were delivered out of
God ' ordered Moses to take a census of all the men in the camp
‘ (112) ’
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years old and upwards, who were capable of taking up arms and doing battle.
The date fixed by Bible students when this numbering of the people took
place was in May, 1490 B. C.

The result of the census showed that over six hundred thousand men
were in the camp subject to military duty, besides those of the tribe of
Levi, who numbered eight thousand five hundred and eighty, who were
exempt from all other duties than that of service in the sanctuary, from
which it would appear that the two years of journeying in the wilderness
of Sinai had not diminished the number that set out with Moses, but on the
other hand showed a perceptible increase.

After the census was completed by Aaron, to whom the work had been
assigned by Moses, as e
the Lord commanded,
“Moses divided among
the families of the
Levites the charge of
the Tabernacle of the
congregation and of the
holy things,” and these
he specially charged,
by the ILord’s direc-
tions, as follows: ‘“He
shall separate himself
from wine and strong
drinks, and shall drink
no vinegar of wine, or
vinegarof strong drink,
neither shall he drink
any liquor of grapes,
nor eat moist grapes,
or dried.” This was
God’s first injunction
against the use of strong drink, but in this case He forbade the use of it
by the priests, lest in their drunkenness they might profane or defile the
holy things of the sanctuary, which offense the Lord promised He would
punish by death. But notwitstanding this command, it was not long after
the Tabernacle was dedicated that Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, went
into the holy sanctuary drunk with wine, and there offered “strange fire”
on the altar of incense. This so offended God that he sent a fire which con-
sumed them. It is probable, and it appears so from the reading, that this
punishment was inflicted upon Aaron’s two sons before God had given His
law to the priests against drunkenness, and that their offense prompted the
establishing of such a law.

- . ‘

B s o
NS

THE TABERNACLE.
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THE ISRAELITES RESUME THEIR JOURNEVINGS.

It was very soon, perhaps within a few days, after the numbering of the
people by Aaron, that Jehovah told Moses to break camp and resume his
journey toward the Mount of the Amorites, which was in the southern part
of modern Palestine. During the continuance of the Tabernacle in the plain
where it was first set up, the Lord hovered upon it in a cloud, but now this
cloud was lifted, as the sign for the Israelites to depart from Sinai; the
Tabernacle was taken down, the herds gathered together, and everything being
made ready, two silver trumpets were blown as a signal, and the march was
taken up again toward the land of promise. God now appeared to the wander-
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PRIEST AND FURNITURE OF THE TABERNACLE.

ing host in the form of a cloud which went before them into the wilderness of
Paran, a three days’ journey, where it stopped to indicate that they should
there encamp again for a short rest. While travelling, the Levites, to whom
were given the priestly offices, carried all the paraphernalia of the Tabernacle,
and these went before the Israelites, so that when the time for halting arrived
they might fix upon a place to set it up, for in the Tabernacle was the Divine
favor made manifest, as previously explained.

'~ While in the desert of Paran, which was an arid waste, difficult to travel’
through, troubles again began to assail the Israelites, which they, as usual,
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attributed to Moses, accusing him of bringing them out of a land of plenty that
they might starve in the wilderness. Manna continued to fall from heaven,
which supplied them with bread, but of meat there was none, and for the want
of this their murmurings were very loud. This greatly discouraged Moses, for
he had domne all within his power to preserve and lead aright his people, and in
his distress he called to the Lord and asked why so much trouble had been
sent upon him, and begged that he might die rather than contmue to bear the
burden of the Israelites’ complaints.

God, though somewhat offended at Moses for desiring to evade the duties
and responsibilities that had been placed upon him for a wise purpose, .never-
theless heard his complaint with compassion, for He told Moses to select seventy
men of the elders of Israel and to bring them to the Tabernacle; which being
done, upon these seventy God divided the responsibilities, so that they were
assigned to such duties as made them answerable to the people in the same
manner as Moses.

The Lord now promised Moses that He would also feed the Israelites with
meat for a whole month, although their fault-finding and rebellious spirit should
not be left unpunished. Moses seems to have doubted God’s power to provide
food for such a vast multitude, for he asks, ‘ Shall the flocks and the herds be
slain for them? or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them ?”

- By the will of Ommnipotence an east wind was now made to spring up,
which brought such a vast number of quails that they fell on the ground over
a space of thirty miles in diameter, and in places more than two feet in depth.
Upon this innumerable legion of birds the Israelites began to feed themselves,
but scarcely had they placed the food within their mouths when a plague fell
upon the people, as a punishment for their sins, of which many thousands died.
‘T'o this day enormous flocks of birds pass at regular intervals over this region,
so great at times as to obscure the sun, and render the statement of Moses
readily credible, even aside of any miracle such as God here performed. '

SPIES SENT INTO CANAAN.

The length of time that the Israelites tarried at the camp pitched in Paran
is not indicated in the Bible narrative, but it could hardly have been more than
a few days, judging by the events which followed. We are told that they
arrived at Kadesh, which was by the mountain of the Amontes, in the southern
part of Palestine, forty days before the vintage, probably in the eafly part of June.

When the Israelites had gone into encampment at Kadesh, the Lord ordered
Moses to send twelve spies, one from each tribe, into the land of Canaan, who
should learn the number of people that dwelt in the country, what was their
fighting strength, the manner of their living, whether in tents or walled cities,
‘whether they were rich or poor, and whether the land was wooded or prairie.

" In obedience to this command Moses chose one from each.of the twelve
itribes of Israel and sent them to make a trip through Palestine, from the point
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of encampment to near the northern extremity. The spies accordingly set
forth under the guidance and protection of God, and journeyed for a period of
forty days, when they returned to Moses and made their report. ‘Two of the
spies, named Caleb and Joshua, came upon a vineyard, by the brook Eshcol,
from which they cut a single cluster of grapes so large that it required their
combined strength to carry it, slung upon a pole, back to the camp. The re-
ports which the twelve spies made differed so materially that the effects were
most momentous to all the Israelites. While they all declared with one voice
that the land was indeed flowing with milk and honey, some of them persisted
that the cities in which the people dwelt,—the Anakites, Amalekites, Hittites,
Jebusites, Amorites
and Canaanites,—
were surrounded by
high and impreg-
nable walls, while
the Anakites were
such mighty giants,
and of such exceed-
ing valor, that the
Israelites were but
as grasshoppers in
comparison. Caleb
and Joshua, the two
who had brought
back the grapes,
denied the reports
of their comrades,
and sought to in-
duce the Israelites
to go at once and
take possession of
the fair land, with
its immense wealth of fruits and treasure, and which they stoutly main-
tained they had the strength to do.

This contradiction and dispute among the spies led to a tumult among the
people who, being prone to fear under the least provocation, threatened to stone
Caleb and Joshua, and when they found Moses and Aaron also disposed to go
into the strange land, the Israelites rose in rebellion and sought a captain who
would lead them back to Egypt. ‘

Moses and Aaron both fell on their faces, and in anguish implored the
people not to provoke the anger of God, but their supplications, as well as the
assurances of Caleb and Joshua, only served to provoke them the more, for
now they gathered up stones to kill the four, when suddenly the glory of God
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blazed from about the Tabernacle and the people were awed, so that they with-
held themselves from committing murder.

FORTY YEARS' WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS.

God was again so angered by the perversity and extreme sinfulness of the
Israelites in refusing to believe in Him after all the signs and miracles which
He had performed for their salvation, that He now resolved to destroy them by
a pestilence; but He promised to preserve Moses, and make his descendants a
greater nation than that of which he was now the leader. But Moses inter-
ceded with the Lord in his people’s behalf and begged that their lives be spared,
saying: ‘“Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this people, according unto
the greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt
until now.’

God at length consented to spare the lives of the Israelites, but He would
punish them by compelling them to wander in the wilderness for a period of
forty years, until all those above twenty years of age who had heard His voice
and seen His miracles should die; so that none of them might come into the
land which was promised, though their children should receive the inheritance
and possess Canaan. Caleb, Joshua, Moses, Aaron, and perhaps others among
the priesthood were exempted from this punishment, for though they too were
doomed to wander with their people, they were suffered at last to behold the
lJand which God had promised to give the Israelites; but the ten spies who
had so excited the fears of the people were stricken with a plague and died.

When the Israelites had heard this sentence they became greatly distressed,
but sought to force their way into the land of Canaan nevertheless, and insisted
on showing their courage by an immediate attack upon the possessors. Moses
again told them mnot to proceed thus against the ILord’s will, since God would
not protect them, and if they went they would certainly be attacked by the
Amalekites and Canaanites. Notwithstanding this advice, and the refusal of
Moses to allow the ark to be taken with them, early in the morning nearly all
in the camp went up the mountain, where they were met by the Amalekites
and Canaanites, by whom they were defeated, and chased in their flight as far
as Hormah, several miles distant.

REBELLION OF THE PRINCES. -

The Bible does not tell us much concerning the forty years of wandering
in the wilderness, thirty-seven years of which period is a blank, no mention
being made of a smgle incident that transpired during this time. The first
three years of the Israelites in the wilderness are described in the Chromcles,
after which nothing more is written until far toward the end of their journey-
ings, as we shall see.

The first incident given after the Israelites were so badly defeated by the
Amalekites and Canaanites, is concerning a man who was arrested for gather-
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ing sticks, for firewood, on the Sabbatn day. This was a very grave offense,
‘since God had given the law to Moses that no work should be performed on -
the Sabbath. In order to make this law effective it was now resolved to visit
the offender with a penalty of such great severity that thereafter its observance
would be general and faithful. Accordingly, when the man was brought before
Moses he ordered the culprit to be taken outside the camp and there stoned to
death, in the same manmner as blasphemers.

Soon after this event there was a rebellion against Moses and Aaron, led
by Korah, a Levite, and Dathan and Abiram, descendants of Reuben. Korah
was in service to the priests, but he aspired at once to the priesthood, while
Dathan and Abiram sought to secure the leadership of Israel, basing their
claims, probably, upon the fact that they were descended from the eldest son
of Jacob and therefore entitled to superior rights, according to the law of
primogeniture. They urged their claims before the people, by declaring that
Aaron had taken too much authority and reserved for himself offices which
should of right belong to the Levites, while the old cry went up against Moses
that he had brought the Israelites out of a land of plenty to bring them into
a wilderness which threatened their extermination. These complaints found
favor with a great number of the people, so that two hundred and fifty princes,
famous in the congregation, espoused their cause, and were upon the point of
attempting the overthrow of Moses and Aaron. At this juncture God com-
‘manded Korah and the other rebels to present themselves at the door of the
Tabernacle, each with his censer, while Moses and Aaron and the people who
remained loyal to them were commanded to do the same. When this was done
God told Moses and his partisans to separate themselves from the rebels, that
He might destroy them, but Moses interceded for them; this intercession, how-
ever, did not this time avall for when the two parties were separated the Lord
caused the earth to open and swallow up the rebellious people, while fire came
out from the Tabernacle and consumed the two hundred and fifty princes. The
brazen censers which they carried were preserved, however, out of which Aaron
caused plates to be made for a covering of the altar of burnt-offermg

It appears from the reading that omnly a part of those who favored the
rebellion were destroyed by the earthquake, for we are further on told that a
great many of the people gathered before the Tabernacle to revenge the death
of their fellow conspirators upon Moses, but the Lord now appeared in a cloud
above the Tabernacle and sent a pestﬂence among the people which destroyed
more than fourteen thousand of those who had favored the rebellion. The
merciful disposition of Moses was now again strikingly shown by his command
to Aaron to fill his censer with coals from the altar as an atonement for the
people, and to stand between the living and the dead, by which the plague was
stayed.  This was a striking symbol of Christ’s mediation which should inter-
pose to save those doomed to death by sin.

- God now chose to show to the Israelites, by a miracle, that Aaron had been
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to discharge the chief duties of the priesthood, that the people

accept him without further complaint. The Lord accordingly
ordered that twelve rods, or sceptres, be chosen, one for each of the twelve tribes,
upon each of which the name of the tribe to which it belonged should be written,
the name of Aaron being upon the rod of Levi. Tliese rods were ordered to
be laid in the Tabernacle over night. On the following morning, when the rods
were taken out of the sacred place, behold that one bearing the name of Aaron
was covered with buds and blossoms, and full grown almonds, while all the

THE ROD OF AARON BUDDED,

others were but dry sticks. ‘This was the sign that Aaron should be the
fruitful sceptre of authority, the spiritual, life-giving power out of which should
ultimately come the Messiah.

. It was a vivid emblem of “the rod of Jesse,’ the “ Branch,” springing up
without the sustenance of nature, which in the prophets represents the spiritual
and life-giving power of the Messiah. By the command of God it was laid
up in the ark, for a perpetual memorial against the like rebellions. The people,
now terrified into submission, cried that they only drew near the Tabernacle to
perish, and Jehovah repeated the law, committing the charge of the sanctuary
to the. Levites.



CHAPTER IX.

THE SIN OF MOSES AND AARON,

R \—L:’!k IRECTLY after the events just recorded had tran-
\ % spired, the Lord raised up the cloud which stood
over the Tabernacle as a sign that the Israelites
should leave Kadesh and continue their journey-
ings. As the cloud went before, the people fol-
lowed (which was about April, 1452 B. C.)
through the wilderness of Sin, until they came to
a place where there was no water, and the thirst was
very great. As was their invariable habit, when diffi-
culties arose, the Israelites began to murmur against Moses
and Aaron for having brought them out of Egypt to die in
the desert. When these complaints becanie very loud, Moses
and Aaron went to the door of the Tabernacle to ask God what
they should do. He commanded them to gather the people
together and to take their rods and speak to a rock, which
should thereupon give out abundant water. Moses and Aaron
did as the Lord ordered, in calling the multitude together, but
they were so vexed by the complainings and threats of the
people that, instead of obeying the implicit instructions which
God gave them, they said: “Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water
ouf of this rock?” and then instead of speaking to the rock, Moses struck it
twice with his rod. The water thereupon gushed out abundantly, so that every
one drank his fill; but God wag so displeased by the disobedience of Moses
and Aaron that He called them to Him at Mount Hor and said that because
of their rebellion against His will Aaron should die on Mount Hor, after his
priestly garments were first stripped from him and put upon his son Eleazar.
Aaron died as the Lord had predicted, and was buried on the mountain, while
the entire camp of Israel went into mourning for a period of thirty days.
The punishment which God pronounced against Moses for the sin in which
Aaron was a sharer was not enforced until sometime afterward, as we shall see.
{120)
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THE BRAZEN SERPENT SET UP.

The wanderings of the Israelites from Mount Hor were by way of the Red
Sea, for the purpose of passing around the land of Edom, to escape their
enemies, with the hope of being able to enter the country by another route
than the one fruitlessly attempted. But they had not gone a great way from
Hor, before a new trouble assailed them ; whereupon they arose again against
Moses and also found fault with God. Said they: ‘“ Wherefore have ye brought
us up out of gypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is
there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread (manna).”

God was so angry at the people for their
repeated complaints in the face of the many
evidences of His provident care, that He
now sent fiery serpents among them, which
bit the grumbling Israelites so that a great
number died. In this plague of serpents
the people observed God’s just wrath, and
now realizing their sinfulness they begged
of Moses that he would pray to the Lord
to take away the serpents and thus save
them. Always merciful, Moses petitioned
God in earnest prayer to save the people
who had acknowledged their sin, and in
answer thereto the Lord told him to make a serpent of brass and to place it
upon a high pole in the centre of the camp, and that this should destroy the
plague, for every one that was thereafter bitten, who should look upon the
brazen serpent, should live. '

AARON’'S TOMB.

THE ISRAELITES ARE VICTORIOUS IN TWO BATTLES.

When the Israelites came near to the country of the Amorites Moses sent
messengers to the king, whose name was Sihon, asking permission to pass peace-
ably through his territory, promising to do no harm on the route, by going
into any of the fields or vineyards, or even to take any water from the wells,
but that he would pass through only by the regular roads. This humble
request was mnot only refused, but Sihon collected his army hastily together
and attacked the Israelites, without the least justification, at a place named
Heshbon. But he paid dearly for his greed and obstinacy, for his army was
badly beaten, so that the Israelites took possession, by the right of conquest,
of the whole country, including all the cities and villages. Here they dwelt
for some time, enjoying everything that the land afforded, until called to
resume their wanderings.

After leaving the land of the Amorites, Moses led his people toward the
land of Bashan, which was ruled by a giant-king called Og. This king, whose
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bed was thirteen feet long, was as fierce and unjust as Sihon, for he, too, went
out at the head of his large army and attacked the Israelites at Edrei, where
a great battle was fought. The Lord again favored his chosen people, so that
Og and his army were completely aunihilated, not a single one escaping.

THE STORY OF BALAAM AND THE ANGEL.

The period appointed for the wanderings of the Israelites was now drawing
toward a close, and their journeyings were near to the land which had been
promised them. After destroying the giant Og they were masters of the entire
region east of the Jordan River, and an extent of territory reaching several
hundred miles north and south, while the neighboring kings were in the
greatest. alarm of an invasion by the victorious hosts of Israel.” Therefore,
when the Israelites pitched their tents on the arid plains of Moab, the king
of the Moabites sought the Midian chiefs, with whom he made an alliance to
resist the people of God and Moses.

When the Israelites went into camp in the plains of Moab they were in
sight of the fair land of Jericho, which lay near beyond the Jordan; but while
waiting for the command to go forward and possess this fruitful heritage, the
combined forces of Balak, king of the Moabites, and the Midian chiefs appeared
in vast numbers on the hills of Abarim, from whence a view of the camp of
Israel was plainly had. .

Balak, though at the head of a powerful army, was not disposed to hazard
an engagement until he could send messengers to the greatest prophet in the
land, Balaam, who lived at Pethor, in Mesopotamia, and bring him to the
Moabitish camps to curse Israel. So great was the faith in this prophet, who
was generally a godly man, that Balak believed if he could induce Balaam to
deliver a curse against Israel that victory would be certain.

In due time the messengers sent by Balak arrived at Balaam’s house, and
acquainted him with their king’s wishes, telling him also that if he would come
and curse Israel Balak would bestow upon him great riches. Balaam was a
very covetous man, withal he had found such favor in the eyes of God that he
had been permitted to prophesy truthfully, so that his fame had spread greatly
abroad. But instead of returning an immediate reply to Balak, he requested
the messengers to tarry with him until morning, until he could consult the
Lord. From what had already transpired Balaam knew that the Israelites were
God’s chosen people, and he should therefore have sent the messengers away at
once, but his love of riches so sorely tempted him that he would fain seek an
excuse for doing what Balak had requested.

During the night God appeared to Balaam and asked him concerning the
messengers that were in the house, but the reply being evasive, the Lord com-
manded, “Thou shalt not go with them, nor curse that people, for they are
blessed.” Accordingly Balaam sent the messengers away in the morning;, but
when they had returned to Balak with their unfavorable report, the king sent
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more honorable envoys to Balaam, with promises of still greater rewards if he
would come and curse Israel. Again Balaam neglected to send the messengers

BALAAM CONFRONTED BY AN ANGEL.
‘‘Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing
in the way.”—NuM. xxii. 31.

away, and thus
tempting God
he was permit-
ted to follow his
inclination to go
to the Moabitish
camp, but it was
with the divine
injunction that
he was only to
speak  such
words as God
should put into
his mouth.

The Lord saw
how anxious
Balaam was to
earn the riches
which Balak
had promised,
and determined
that the sinfully
inclined prophet
should have one
more warning.
He departed in
the morning,
with the prince-
ly messengers
who had been
sent to him, rid-
ing upon a she-
ass, but had not
proceeded far
when an angel
appeared in the
way with a
drawn sword.
The iniquity

that was in his heart b‘linded his spiritual vision, so that he could not see the angel,
but the Lord had guickened the sight of the ass, which being frightened turned



'~ THE BEAUTIFUL STORY. .

out of the road into a field. Balaam struck his animal sharply and turned
her back into’ the road again, but for a second time the angel stood in the way
of a narrow passage between two walls. The ass again shied so that Balaam’s
foot was pressed hard against one of the walls, which so angered him that he
beat the poor animal harder than before, until a second time he continued his
journey, only to have his progress arrested for a third time in such a narrow
passage that the angel blocked the way completely. The ass now not being
able to go forward or turn round, lay down with her rider. At this Balaam
was more angered than before, and he fell to beating the ass so violently that
God gave to the animal the power of speech to exclaim, “ What have I done
unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times?” ‘ Because,” replied
he, “thou hast deserved it in mocking me; had I a sword in my hand I
would kill thee.” To this the ass answered, “Am I not thine ass, upon which
thou hast been used to ride ever since I was thine; did I ever serve thee so
before ?”’ Balaam could make no further reply than to admit what the ass had
asserted, but still he did not comprehend the miracle that had been done, until
the Lord caused him to see the angel standing in the way with a drawn sword.
At this vision Balaam realized the wickedness of his intention and fell down
on his face. The angel now spoke and warned him against his perversity,
and said, if it had not been for the ass he would have killed him. Balaam
sought pardon for his great sin and begged that he might be permitted to
return home; but this the angel would mnot allow, because the Lord had a
greater purpose for him; for, instead of cursing the Israelites, God would com-
pel him to bless them.

As Balaam approached the Moabitish camp Balak came out to meet him,
to show him greater homors and thus obtain his wish; but Balaam told him
of God’s warnings and tried to excuse himself. The king, however, still hoped
to secure his desire by treating the prophet sumptuously, and he accordingly
gave him a banquet to which were invited the princes and great men of his
camp, and on the followmg day brought him to the high places of Baal, from
whence an excellent view of the Israelites was afforded. While they were on
the mount of Baal the prophet ordered seven oxen and as many rams to be
prepared for a sacrifice, which were placed on seven altars; and while they
were burning Balaam withdrew a few paces to consult God. The prophet being
moved by the Lord, now raised his voice within the hearing of Balak, and pre-
dicted the greatness which Israel should attain, and of how they should prevail
over all their enemies; concluding his prophecy by wishing that his lot might
be with them in life and death.

- Balak was greatly provoked by the prediction of Balaam, but he did not
yet abandon the hope of influencing the prophet to curse Israel, still relying
upon promises of great reward, for he knew the cupidity of the man with whom
he was dealing. So he took Balaam up to the top of Mount Pisgah and be-
sought him to deliver his curse from this station. Anxious to win the reward



“Balaam again ordered a sucrifice made of Seven oxen and sevén :
g‘omg off a little way he consulted the Lord, hoping that this time he

;would not be forbidden to do the will of Balak. But he was no more successful
. than before, because God put into his mouth a prediction that greater glories
‘than those previously spoken should come to the house of Israel, concluding
with these words: And to show their future strength and success, « the people
shall rise up as a great lion, and lift themselves up as a young lion; they
'shall not lie down until they eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the
slain.”

This second prophecy of Balaam greatly incensed Balak, who commanded
him to make no more predictions, but in his eagerness to secure Balaam’s curse
upon Israel, the king for a third time repeated his efforts by taking the prophet
to the top of a hill called Peor, which looked toward the wilderness. No
stronger evidence of the influence which money exerts upon a man was ever
afforded than this instance, where, after God’s repeated warnings and His kind-
ness so often shown to Balaam, the prophet’s cupidity for the third time tempts
him to set aside the Divine will. We would suppose that when implored to do
that which God had three times expressly forbidden, Balaam would turn a deaf
ear to Balak’s entreaties; but so far from doing this he orders, as twice before,
a sacrifice of seven oxen and rams. He was upon the point of askingg God’s
advice again, when instantly the Spirit came upon him and he was made to
exclaim, “ How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel.
As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river’s side, as the trees
of lignaloes which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.
He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many
waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be
exalted. God brought him forth out of Egypt; he has, as it were, the strength
of a unicorn; he shall eat up the nations his enemies, and shall break their
bones and pierce them through with his arrows. Blessed is he that blesseth
thee, and cursed is thee that curseth thee.” All this prophecy was to the
exaltation of Israel, whose glorious future was thus proclaimed. It was given like
the description of a vision, which no doubt rose before the sinful prophet, and
as in a dream he spoke of that which he beheld: Israel possessing all the
fruitful valleys of Palestine, a power feared by neighboring nations, victor in a
thousand battles, and a people directed and protected by the ommnipotent arm of
the Almighty.

Stung to madness by Balaam’s evil prophecies, Balak upbraided him
soundly and bade him to be gone, ‘“for I thought,” said he, “to have promoted
thee to great honor if thou hadst answered my designs in cursing Israel, but
the Lord hath hindered thy judgment.” Balaam was much depressed and
excused himself by saying that he could only speak the words which God had
put into his mouth. His unfathomable wickedness, however, was yet further

thereby to still obtain a portion of the reward promised—by



‘advice to Balak to send fair daughters of the Moabites and Midiamites i1
" the camp of the Israelites to draw them into idolatry and otherwise corrupf :
the people in introducing practices unknown to them before. '

. ’The wicked advice of Balaam was acted upon, and with such effect that
the Israelites were induced by the fair daughters sent among them to worship
cven the gods of Baal-peor, and also to perpetrate such foul acts that God’s
resentment was fearfully exhibited. He ordered Moses to take the chief idola-
ters and hang them before the people, which was accordingly done; but there
were other sins committed besides idolatry, which the Lord would not suffer
to go unpunished. Among the princes of the house of Simeon was one Zimri,
who took a Midian woman named Cozbi, the daughter of a prince, and leading
her, as if to parade his infamy in contempt of Moses, to his tent, there com-
mitted an unpardonable abomination. No one attempted to punish the prince,
because perhaps of his station and influence, until Phinehas, a grandson of
Aaron, who observed the shameless act, went out from the assembly straight
to Zimri’s tent and with a javelin ran both the offenders through and killed
them while in the very act of pollution.

As a punishment for their idolatry and lewdness God sent a plague
among the Israelites which destroyed no less than twenty-four thousand of the
people but the wrath of God was taken away by the act of Phinehas, and
the plague stayed. For this act in defense of God’s laws Phinehas was lnghly
commended, and upon himself and posterity the priesthood was perpetually
settled.

'~ THE ISRAELITES GO TO BATTLE WITH THE MIDIANITES.

By direction of God Moses now ordered that another census be taken of
the Israelites who were above twenty years of age, that their effective strength
for fighting might be determined. By this enumeration it was shown that
there were 601,730 men capable of bearing arms, which was just 820 less
than when the first census was taken before Sinai, thirty-eight years before.
Considering the many thousands that had been destroyed in the mean time by
plagues and visitations of God's wrath, and the hardships through which the
people had passed, their reproduction must have been very rapid.

After the completion of the enumeration Joshua was consecrated by the
high priest Eleazar as the successor of Moses, whom God had ordained should
not enter the promised land because of his sin at the rock of Meribah, as
already described.
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