








SAKOONTALA
THE T.08T RING;

AN INDIAN TLAMA,

TRANKRLATED INTO ENGLISHL PROSE AND VERSE,

FROM 'I'HF BANBERIT NF KALIDABSA:

MONIER WILLIAMS, MA,

PENY LAROR DF SARSEKRIT AT THR Ki8T-INPL: COLLESLE, HAILEYNURY,
FORMERLY DORER HOIOTAR I TRHE UNITERSTTY OF S4XTOED,

T™HIRD EDBITIOGN.

anmoban Fniraj
HERT¥FORD:
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY STEPHEN AUSTIN,

BONKARLLER =0 THR ELHT-INPIA COLLEGE.






Tionmolan Jutraj

INTRODUCTION.

ONLY seventy years have elapsed since the great
English Orientalist, Sir William Jones, astonished
the learned world by the discovery of a Sanskrit
Dramatic Literature. He has himself given us the
history of this discovery. It appears that, on his
arrival in Bengal, he was very solicitous to procure
access to certain books called Nataks, of which he had
read in cne of the ¢ Lettres Edifiantes et Curicuses,’
written by the Jesuit Missionaries of China. Baut,
although he sought information by consulting both
Bribmans and Europeans, he was wholly unable for
some time to eatisfy his curiosity as to the nature of
these books. It was reported to him that they were
not histories, as he had hoped, but that they abounded
with fables, and consisted of conversations in prose
and verse held before ancient B&jbs, in their public
asgemblies, Others, again, asserted that they were
discourses on dancing, music, and poetry. At length, a
sensible Brahman, conversant with European manners,
removed all his doubts, and gave him no less delight
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XI¥a.
The rest muy bo ensily divined. éakoontalé, then, i the
offspring ot the nymph.
ANASUYA.

Jusat ro.
KING.
It is yuite intelligible.
How could a mortal to such charms give birth *
The lightning's radiance flashes not from carth.
[-‘.:iaxouxr.&m( rematns modestly seated with downenst eyes,
[Aside] And po my doesire has really scope for its indulgenee,
Yot I am atill distracted by doubts, remembering the plessantry

of her forale companions respecting her wish for o hushand,

PRITAMVADA.
[ Looking itk a smsle at ‘SAKOONTAL:!., anid then
turning towards the Kixa,

You seen desirons, Bir, of usking something further.

[BAKOONTALA wakes a chiding geature with her finger.
KING.
Yon conjecture truly. I am so enger to hear the par-
ticulars of your friend’s history, that I have still another
question to ask.
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FHITAMVADA,
Seruple net to do so.  Persons whe Iead tho life of hormits
nuy be questioned unreservedly.
KING.
I wish to uscertain one point respecting your friend.
Will slic be bound by solitary vows
Opposed to love, till her cspousais oniy
Or ever dwell with these her cherished fawns,
‘Whose cyus, in lustre vying with hor own,
Return her gaze of sisterly affoction ?
PRIYAMVADA.

Hitherto, 8ir, she has been engaged in the practiec of
religions dutics, und has lived in subjection fo her foster-
futher; but it is now his fixed inteniion to give her away
in merriage to & hushuand worthy of her.

KINd. [Aside.

Hig intention may be cusily carried into offoct.

Be hopeful, O my heart, thy harrowing doubts

Are past und gone; that which thou didst believe

To be us unapproachable uy fire,

Is found a glittering gem thet may be touched.
S4KOGNTALA. [ Pretending anger.

Anapiiyéd, T shall leave you.
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ANASTYA,

Why so?

BAKOONTATA,

That I may go and report this impertinent Priyamva&zi to
the venerable matron, Gautom{.®

ANASOYA.

Burely, dear friend, it would not be right to leave a dis-
tinguished gnest before he has received the rites of hospitality,
and quit his presence in this wilful manner.

[BAKQONTALA, without anwering & word, moves wway.
KING.
[ Muking & movement to arvest her departure,
dut rhecking himself.  Aride,

Ah! 2 lover's feelinga betray themselves by his gestures.

‘When I would fain have stayed the maid, a sense
Of due decorum checked my bold design :
Though I have stirred not, yet my mien betrays
My cagerness to follow on her steps.

PRITAMVADA.
[Holding BaKooNTALS buck,
Dear Sakoontald, it docs not become you to go away in this

MANNEeT.
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baxooNTALA. [Frowning.
Why not, pray ?
PRIYAMVADA,

You are under a promise to water two more shrubs for
me. When you have puid your debt, you shall go, and not
before. ' [ Forees her io turn back,

KING.

8pare her this trouble, gentle maiden. The excrtion of

watering the shrubs has already fatigued her.
The water-jar has overtasked the strength
Of her glim arms; her shoulders droop, her hands
Are ruddy with the glow of quickened pulses;
¥'en now her ngitated breath imparts
TUnwonted tremor o her heaving hreast;
The pearly drops that mar the recent bloom
Of the Sirfsha pendent in her car,
Guther in clustering cireles on her cheek ;
Loosed is the Bllet of her hair: her hand
Restrains the locks that struggle to be free.

Suffer me, then, thus to discharge the debt for you.
[Offers @ ring to PRIYAMYADA, Both Fhe maidons,
reading the namo DUsHYANTA o the seal, Jook
al each other with srprise,
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KING.
Nay, think not that I mn King Dushyanta. I am only the
king's officer, und this is the ring which I have reccived from

him a8 my credonttuls.

PUIYAMVADA,

The greater the roason you ought not to part with the ring
from your finger. I wm content to relesse her from her
obligation at your simple rcquest. [#ith ¢ emile] Now,
Sukoontals my love, you are at liberty to retire, thonks to the
intercesgion of this noble stranger, or rather of this mighty
prinee.

SAKOONTATLA, [Aside.

My movements are no longer under my own control.
[Alend.] DI'ray, whut suihority huve you over me, either to
send me away or keep mo hack ?

EING.
[Gazing at SAKOONTALA, .Aside.

Would I could ascertain whether she is affected towurds
me a2 I om towards her! At any rate, my hopes are frec to
indulge themsolvos.  Hecuuse,

Although she mingles not her words with mino,

Yot doth her listening ear drink in my speech
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Although her eyv shrinls from my ardent gaze,

No form but mine attracts ite timid glances.

A VOICE BEUIND THE SCHNES.
O hermits, be ready to protect the animals belonging to our
hevnitage, King Dushyanta, amusing himself with hunting,
is near at h:mg.
Lo! by the feet of pruncing horses ratsed,
Thick elouds of moving dust, like glittering swarms
Of locusts in the glow of eventide,
Full on the branches of our sacred troes;
Where hang the dripping vests of woven bark,
Rleached by the waters of the cleansing fountuin,

And see !

8cared by the royal chariof in it course,
With hoeadlong haste an elephant invades
The hallowed precincts of our sacred grove;
Himsclf the terror of the startled deer,
And an embodied hindranee to our rites.
The hedge of creepers clinging to his feet,
Fechle obstruction to his mad career,

Ts dragged behind him in a tangled chain ;
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And with terrific shock one tusk he drives
Into tho riven body of a trec,
Sweoping before him all impediments.

KING. [Awide.
Out upen it! my retinue are locking for me, and are
disturbing this holy retreat. Well! there is no help for it;

I must go and meet them.

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASGYA.

Noble Sir, we are terrified by the accidental disturbance
caused by the wild elephant. Permit us to return inte the
cottage.

KING. [Hastily.

Go, gentle maidens. It shall be our care that no imjury
happen to the hermitage. {42 vise up.

PRITAMVADL AND ANASUYA.
After puch poor hospitality we are ashamed fo request the
honour of n second visit from you.

EINg.
Bay not so. The mere sight of you, sweet maidens, has
been to me the best entertainment.
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SAKOONTALA,

Anasiyi, & pointed blade of Kusa-grass® has pricked my
foot; and my bark-mantle is caught in the branch of a
Kuruvaka-bush.® Be so good as to wait for me until I have
disentangled it.

[ Exit with her two companions, after making protests
SJor delay, that she may steal glonces at the Kina,
XING.

I have no longer any desire to return to the city., I will
therefore rejoin my attendants, and make them encamp some-
where in the vieinity of this sacred grove. In good truth,
Sakoontals has taken such possession of my thoughts, that
T cannot turn myself in any other direction.

My limbs drawn onward leave my heart behind,

Like silken pennon borne against the wind.
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ACT IL

SeeNv.—d plain on the shirts of the foresl.

Buter the Joster® Mirnravys, fn a melancholy mood.

MATHAVYA, [Sighing.

Heigh-ho! what an unlucky fellow I em! worn to a shadow
by my royul friend’s sporting propensities. *Here's a deer !’
‘There goes & boar!’ ¢Yonder's a tiger!’ This is tho only
barden of our talk, while in the heat of the meridian sun
we toil on from jungle to jungie, wandering sbout in the paths
of the woods, where the frees afford us no shelter. Are we
thirsty ? 'We have nothing to drink but the foul water of
some mountain stream, filled with dry leaves which give it a
most pungent flavour. Arve we hungry? We have nothing
to eat but roast game,* which we must swallow down at odd
times, 8s best we can. Even at night there is no peace to be
had. Bleeping is out of the question, with joints all strained
by dancing attendance upon my sporting friend; or if I do
happen to doze, I am awakened at the very earliest dawn by
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than surprise by telling him that the English nation
had compositions of the same sort, which were publicly
represented at Calcutta in the cold season, and baore
the name of Plays. The same Bréhman, when asked
which of these Nétaks was most universally esteemed,
answered withont hesitation, ¢ Sakoontals.’

It may readily be imagined with what interest the
keen Orientalist received this communication ; with
what rapidity he followed up the clue; and, when at
length his zeal was rewarded by actual possession of a
MS. copy of one of these dramas, with what avidity he
proceeded to explore the treasures which for eighteen
hundred years had remained as unknown to the Euro-
pean world as the gold-fields of Australia. Indeed, it
has now been ascertained that the antiquity of some of
the Sanskyit dramas thus brought to light, extends back
to a still more remote period than the commencement
of the Christian era.

The earliest with which we are acquainted, ¢ The
Toy-Cart,’ translated by Professor H. H. Wilson, is
attributed to a regal author, king Sitdraka, whose
reign is genmerally fixed in the second century s.c.,
and it is not improbable that others, the names of
which only have been preserved, may belong to a
previous century. Considering that the nations of
Europe can scarcely be said to have posseseed a



AcT 11.] .SAKOONTAL:&; OR, THE LOST RINXG, A3

tho hotrible din of a lot of rascally beaters und huntsmen,
who must needs surround the wood before sunrise, and deafen
me with their clatter. Nor are thess my only troubles.
Here's a fresh gricvance, like a new boil rising upon an old
onc! Yestorday, while we were lagging behind, my royal
fricnd entered yonder hermitage after a deer; and there, as
ill-luck would havo it, caught sight of a beautiful girl, called
‘Sakoontal:’a., the hermit's daughter. From that moment, not
another thought sbout returning to the city! and all last
night, not o wink of sleep did he get for thinking of the
dameel. What is to be done? At any rate 1 will be on the
watch for him ae soon as he has finished his toilet. [ Waiking
and looking about.) Oh! here he comes, attended by the
Yavans women® with bows in their hands, and wearing
garlands of wild flowers. What ehall I do? I haveit. 1
will pretend to stand in the essiest attitede for resting my
bruised and erippled limbs. [ Stands laaning on & staff.
Enter King Dusuyaxta, followsd by a vetinue in the manner
deseribod.

True, by no easy conquest may I win her,
Yot are my hopes encouraged by her mien.
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Leve i not yet trivmphant ; but, methinks,
The hearts of both are ripe for his delights.
[Smiting.] Ah! thus does the lover delude himself; judging
of the state of his loved one’s feclings by his own desires.
But yet,
The stolon glance with half-averted oye,
The hesitating gait, the quick rebuke
Addressed to her companion, who would fuin
Have stayed her counterfoit departure ; these
Are signs not unpropitious to my suit.
8o eagerly the lover feeds his hopes,
Claiming cach trivial gesture for his own.

MATHAVYA.
) [ttt én the sasme wttitude.
Ah, friend, my hauds cannot move to grect yeu with the
usual salutation. I can only just commend my lips to wish
your majesty viotory.

w»

EING.
‘Why, what has paralysed your limbs ¥

KATHAVYA.
You might a8 well adk me how my eye comes to wuter
after you have poked your finger info it.
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KING.
I don’t understand you ; speak more intelligibly.
MATHAVYA,
Ah, my dear friend, is yonder upright reed trunsformed
into a crooked plant by its own act, or by the force of the

current ?

The current of the river causes if, I suppose.
MATHAVYA.
Aye; just as you ure the cause of my crippled limba.
KING.
How so?
MATHAVYA.

Here are you living the life of & wild man of the woods
in a savage unfrequented region, while your state affairs are
left to hift for themselves; and as for poor me, I am no
longer mester of my own limbs, but have to follow you about
day after day in your chases after wild animals till my bones
ore all erippled and out of joint. Do, my dear friend, let me
have one day's rest.

KING. [ Aside.

"T'his fellow little knows, while he alks in this munner, that
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my mind is wholly engrossed by recollections of the hermit's
daughter, and quite as disinclined to the chasc as his own.

No longer can I bend my well-braced how

Against the timid deer; nor e'er again

With well-aimed axrows can I think to harm

These her beloved associates, who enjoy

"The privilege of her componionship; »

Teaching her tender glenees in return.

MATHAVYA.
[Looksng in the Kino's face,
1 may as well speak to the winds, for any attention you
pay to my requests. I suppose you have something on your
mind, and are talking it over to yourself.
KING. © [Smilding.
I was only thinking that I ought not to disregard a friend’s
Tequest.
MATEAYYA.
Then may the King live for ever! [ Moves of,
KING,

Btay 4 moment, my dear friend. I have something else to
say to you.
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MATHAVYA,
Say omn, then,
KING.
‘Whoen you have rested, yon must assist me in another busi.
ness, which will give you ne fatigue.
MATHAYYA,
In enting something mice, T hope.
KIN@,
You shall know at some fature time,

MATHAVYA,
No time better than the present.

KING.
What ho! thers.

WARDER. [Entering.
What arc your Majesty’s commands
O Raivatika! bid the Goneral of the forces attond.
WARDER.
T will, Bire. [Erit and re-onters with the Genenan,] Come for-
ward, General; his Majesty is looking towards you, and lhas
some order to give you
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GENFRAL. [Looking at the Kina,
Though hunting ia known te produce ill effects, my royal
manter has derived only benefit from it. For
Like the majestic elephant that roams
(¥er mountain wilds, eo does the King display
A stelwart frame, instinet with vigorous life.
His brawny arms and manly chest are scored
By frequent passage of the sounding string;
Unharmed he bears the mid-day sun; no toil
His mighty spirit daunts; his sturdy limbs,
Stripped of redundant flesh, relinquish nonght
Of their robust proportions, but appear
In muscle, nerve, and sinewy fibre cased.
[ Approncking the Emia,] Victory to the King! We have tracked
the wild beasts to their lairs in the forest. 'Why delay, when
éverything is ready ?
EING.
My friend Méthavya here has been disparaging the chose,
till he has taken sway all my relish for it.

GRNERAL. [dside to MiTiavya,
Perssvere in your opporition, my good fellow : I will sound
the King’s real feelings, and humour him accordingly. [aioud.]
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The blockhead talks nonsense, and your Majesty, in your
own person furnighes the best proof of it. Observe, sire,
the advantage and pleasure the hunter derives from the chase,

Freed from all grosscr influences, his frame

T.oses its sluggish humours, and becomes

Buoyant, compaet, and fit for bold encounter.

"Tis his to mark with joy the varied passions,

Fierce heats of anger, terror, blank dismay,

Of forest animals that croes his path.

Then what & thrill transports the hunter’s aoul,

‘When, with wnerring course, his driven shaft

Picreca the moving mark! Oh! ’tis conceit

In moralists to call the chase a vice;

What recrcation can compare with this?

MATHAVYA. [dngrity,

Away! tempter, away! The King has rocovered his senses,
and is himeelf agoin. Aa for you, you may, if you choose,
wander about from forost fo forest, till some old bear meizes

you by the nose, and makes & mouthfnl of you.

KING. .
My good General, a8 we are just now in the geighbourhooid
6
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of a conseerated grove, your panegyric upon hunting is some-
what ill-timed, and I cannot assent to all you have said. For
the present,

All undisturbed the buffaloes shall sport

In yonder pocl, rnd with their ponderous horns

Scatter its tranquil waters, while the deer,

Couched here and there in groups beneath the shade

Of spreading branches, ruminate in peace.

And all gecnrely shall the herd of boars

Feed on the marshy sedge; and thou, my bow,

With slackened string enjoy a long repose.

GENERAL.

8o please your Majesty, it shall be as you desire.

KING.
BRecal, then, the beaters whoe wers sent in advance to
eurround the forest. My troops must not be allowed to dis-
turb this sacred retreat, and irritate its pious inhabitants.
Enow that within the calm and cold recluse
Lurke unperceived a germ of smothered flame,
All-potent to destroy; a latent fire
That reshly kindled bursts wit fury forth :
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As in the diss of erystal* that remains

Cool to the touch, until the solar ray

Fall on its polished surface, and excite

The burning heat that Lies within concealed.

GENEBAL.

Your Majesty’s commands shall be oheyed.

MATHAYVYA.
Off with you, you sor of a slave! Your nonsense won't

go down here, my fine fellow. [Erit GRNEBAL.

KING.
{Looking at his atiendants.

Here, women, take my hunting-dress ; and you, Raivataks,
keep guard cerefully cutside.

ATTENDANTS.

Wo will, sire. . [ Bvertnt,

MATHAVYA.

Now that you have got rid of these plagues, who have been
buzzing about us like so many flies, sit down, do, on that
stone sleb, with the shade of the tree as your canopy, and I
will seat myself by you quite comfortably.
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KING.

o you, and sit down first.

MATHAVYA.
Comu along, then.
[-Botk wwalk on a littly scay, and scat themvelies.
KING,
Mithavyn, it muy be said of you that you have never
beheld anything worth secing ;s for your eyes have not yot

Jooked upen the loveliest object in creation.

MATHAVYA,
How van you say so, when I see your Majesty before mie

at this moment ?
KING.

It ia very natural thut every one should consider his own
friend poerfect; but T wus alluding to éﬂ.koontu]é, tho brightest
ornament of these hallowed groves.

MATEAYYA, [ Aside.

I understand well enough, but I am not going to humecar

him. [dbwd] If, a8 you intimate, she iz a hermit’s

daughter, you cannot lawfully ask ler in marriage. Yon

mey as well, then, dismiss ber from your mind, for any good
the mere sight of her can do.



INTRODUCEION. vil

dramatic literature before the fourteenth or fifteenth
century of the present ers, the great age of the Hinda
playe would of itself be & most interesting and attrac-
tive circumstance, even if their poetical merit were not
of a very high order. But when to the antiguity of
these productiops is added their extreme beauty and
excellence as literary compositions, and when we also
take into account their value as representations of the
early condition of Hindi society—which, notwith-
standing the lapse of two thousand years, has in many
particulars obeyed the law of unchangeableness ever
stamped on the manners and customs of the East—we
are led to wonder that the study of the Indian drama
has not commended itself in a greater degree to the
attention of Europeans, and especially of Englishmen.
The English student, at least, is bound by considera-
tions of duty, as well as curiosity, to make himself
acquainted with a subject which illustrates and explains
the condition of the millions of Hindds who owe alle-
giance to hie own Sovereign and are governed by
English laws. '

Of all Indian dramatists, and indeed of all Indian
poets, the most celebrated iz Kalidésa, the writer of
the present play. He comes next in date to the author
of the  Toy-cart;’ and although little is kmown of
the circumstances of his life, yet there is satisfactory
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KINg.
Think you that a descendant of the mighty Pura conld fix
hin affections on an unlawful object ?
Though, as men eny, the offspring of the sage,
The muiden to a nymph celestinl owen
Her being, and by her mother lctt on carth,
‘Was found and nurtured by the holy man
As his own daughter, in this hermitago ;—
So, when dissevered from ita parent stalk,
Some falling blessom of the jasmine ® wafted
Upon the sturdy sun-flower, is preservod
Ry its support from premature decuy.
MATHAVYA, [Smiting.
This passion of yours fo;' a rustic maiden, when you have
go mony gems of women at homeo in your palace, scems to me
very like the fancy of a man who is tired of aweot dates, und
longs for sour tamarinde as a variety.

KING.
You have not seen her, or you would not talk in this
fashion. -
MATHAF¥YA,

I can quite understand it must require something
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surpaesingly attractive to excite the admiration of such a

great man as you.

KING,
I will deseribe her, my dear iriend, in a few words.
Man's all-wise Maker wishing to create
A faultless form, whose matchless symmetry
Should far transcend Creation’s choicest works ;
Did call together by his mighty will,
And garner up in his cternal mind,
A bright assemblage of all lovely things:
And then, as in a picture, fashion them
Into one perfeet and ideal form,
Buch the divine, the wondrous profotype,
Whence her fuir shiape wnra moulded infe being.

MATHAVYA,
If that's the case, she must indecd throw all other beaufies
into the shade.

KING,
To my mind she really does.
This pt-érlm maid is like o fragrant flower,
Whose perfumted breath has never heen diffused ;
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A tender bud, that no profuning hand

Has dared to sever from ite parent stalk ;

A gem of priceless water, just rclessed

Pure and unblemished from its glittering bed.
Or may the maiden haply be compared

To sweetest honey, thut ne mortal iip

Has sipped; or, rather to the mellowed fruit

Of virtuens actions in gome former birth,*

Now brought to full perfection? Lives the man

Whom bomnteons henven has destined to espoune her ?

MATIAYYA,

Mauke haste, then, to hier aid ; you have no time to lose, if
you don't wish this fruit of all the virtues to drop into the
mouth of some greasy-headed rustic of devout hebits.

KING,
The lady is not her own mistress, and her foster-father is
not at home.
MATHAVYA,
Well, but tell me, did she look at all kindly upon you ?
EING,

Muidons brought up in n hermitage arc naturally shy and

reserved ; but for all that,
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.

She did look towards me, theugh she quick withdrew
Her atealthy glances when sho met my gaze;
She smiled upon me sweetly, but disguised
‘With maiden grace the secret of her smiles.
Coy love was half unveiled ; then, sudden checked
By modesty, left half to be divined.

MATHAYYA.

‘Why, of course, my dear friend, you never could scrionsly
expect that at the very first sight she would full over head
and cars in love with you, and without morc ado come and

8it in your lup.

HIFG.
‘When we parted from each other, she betrayed her liking
for me by clearer indications, but still with the utmost
modesty.
Scarce had the fair one from my presence passed,
‘When, suddenly, without apparent cause,
She stopped, and counterfeiting pain, exclaimed,
‘My foot is wounded by this prickly grass’
Then glancing at me tenderly, she feigned
Another charming pretext for delay,
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Pretending that a bush had caught her robe
And turned as if to disentangle it.
MArEAVYA,

I trust you have laid in & good stock of provisions, for I see
you intend making this consecrated grove your game-preserve,
and will be roaming here in queat of sport for some time fo
come.

EING.

You must know, my good fellow, that T have been recog-
nised by seme of the inmates of the hermitage. Now I want
the assistance of your fertile invention, in devising some
excuse for going there again.

MATHAVYA.

There is but one expedient that I can suggest. You are
the King, are you not?

EIKG.

‘What then ?

MATHAVYA.

Say you have come for the sixth part of their grain, ™
which they owe you for tribute.

KING.

No, no, foolish man ; these hermits pay me a very different
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kind of tribute, which I value more than heaps of gold or
jewels; ohserve,
. The tribute which my other subjects bring
Must moulder into dust, but holy men
Present me with 2 portion of the fruits
Of penitential services and prayers—
A precious and imperishable gift.

A YOICE BEEIND THE SCENES.
We are fortunate; here is the object of our search.

EING. [ Listening.
Burely those must be the voices of hermits, to judge by
their deep tones.
WARDER. [ Entering.
Victory to the King! two young hermits are in waiting
outside, and eolicit an audience of your Majeaty.

KING.

Introduce them immediately.

WAERDER,
I will, my liege. [Goss out, and re-enters with Two Youxo
Herurrs,] This way, Sivs, this way.
" [Both the Henwrre look at the King,
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FIBST HERMIT.
How majestic is his mien, and yot what confidence it
ingpires !. But this might be cxpected in & king, whose
character end habitsa have earned for him a title only one
degree removed from that of o Smnt. ™
Iu this secluded grove, whose sacred joys
Al may participate, he deigns to dwell
Like one of us; and daily trensares up
A store of purest merit for himself,
By the protection of our holy nites,
In his own person wondrously are joined
Both majesty and saintlike holiness:
And often chanted by inspiréd bards,
His hallowed title of ‘ Imperial Sage’
Ascends in joyous accents to the skies.
SECOND HERBRMIT.
Bear in mind, Gauteme, that this is the great Dushyunts,

tho friend of Indra.
FIRST HERMIT,

‘What of that ?
SECOND HERMIT.

‘Whero 18 the wonder if his nervous arm,

Puissant and maseive as the iren bar
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That binds a castle-gateway, singly sways

The sceptre of the universal earth,

E'en to its dark-green houndary of waters ?

Or if the gods, beholden to his aid

In their fierce warfare with the powers of hell
Should blend his name with Indra's in their songs
Of victory, and gratefully accord

No lower meed of praise to his braced bow,

Than to the thunders of the god of heaven?

LOTH THE TIERMITS. [Approaching,
Yictory to the King?
KING, [Fising from his seat,
Hail to you both !
BOTH THE HEBMITS.
Heaven blesa your mejesty ! [ They offer fruits,
EING.

[Bespectfully recatving the offering.
Tell me, I pray you, the object of your visit,

BHOTH THE HERMITA.
The inbsbitants of the hermitage having heard of your

Majesty’s sojourn in our neighbourhood, make this humble
petition,



acr ] SAKGONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING, 53

KING.

What are their commands ?

BOTH THE HERMITS.
In the absence of our Superior, the great SBage Kanwa, evil
demons are disturbing our sacrificial rites.® Deign, therefore,
accompanied by your charioteer, to take up your abode in our
hermitage for a few days.
RING,

I am honoured by your invitation.
MATHAVYS. [ Aaide.
Most opportune and convenient, certainly !
EING. {Smiling.
Ho! there, Raivataka! Tell the charioteer from me to
bring round the chariot with my bow.

WARDER.
I will, Sire. [EBxit.
BOTH THE HMEEMITS. [Joufully.
‘Well it becomes the King by acte of grace
To emulate the virtues of his race.
Buch acts thy lofty destiny attest;
Thy mission is {0 succour the distrossed.
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EING. [Bowing to the Henurrs.
Go firet, reverend Birg, I will follow you immediately.

BOTH THE HEEXITS.
Mey victory attend you! [ Bzeunt.

XINe,
My dear Mithavys, are you not full of longing to sec
Sakoontalé, ?

MATHAVYA.
To tell you the truth, though I was just now brim-full of
degire to sec her, I have not a drop left since this piece of
news about the demons.

KING.
Never fear; you shall keep close to me for protection.

MATHAVYA.

Well, yon must be my guardian-angel, and sct the part of
& very Vishnu ® to me.

[ Brtering.
Bire, the chariof is ready, and only waits to conduct you to
vietory. But herc is a messonger named Karabhaka, just



il INTRODUCTION.

evidence to prove that he lived in the time of King
Vikraméditya 1., whose capital was Ujjayini, now
Oujein (a sacred and very ancient city situated to the
north-east of Gujarét), and who flourished in the middle
of the century preceding the commencement of our era.

From the absence of historical literature in India,
our knowledge of the state of Hinddstn between the
incursion of Alexander and the Muhammadan conquest
is very slight. But it is ascertained with tolerable
accuracy that, after the invasion of the kingdoms
of Bactria and Afghénistén, the Tartars or Scythians
(celled by the Hindds Sakas’) overran the north-
western provinces of India, and retained possession
of them till the reign of Vikramfditya. This great
monarch succeeded in driving back the barbaric hordes
beyond the Indus, and so consolidated his empire that
his dominion extended over the whole of Northern
Hinddstén, His name is even now cherished among
the Hindds with pride and affection, and the date of
his victory over the Scythians, ».c. 56, is the starting-
point of the Samvat era, from which they still continue
to count. There is good authority for affirming that
the reign of Vikramaditya I. was equal in brilliancy
to that of any monarch in any age or country. He
wus & liberal patron of science and literature, and gave
Jhe most splendid encouragement to poets, philologists,
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arrived from your ecapital, with a message from the Queen,
your mother.
EING [ Regpecifuily.
How say you? a messenger from the venerable Queen ?
- WARDER.

Even so.

Introduece him at onee.

WARDER.

I will, Bire. {Goes ot and re-enters with Kamanmana,] Behold
the King! Approach.

EAHABHAKA.

Victory to the King! The Queen-mother bids me say that
in four days from the present time she intends celebrating a
solemn ceremony for the advancement and preservation of her
son. Bhe expects that your Majesty will honour her with

your presence on that oceasion.

XING.

This places me in a dilemma. Here, on the one hand, is
the commission of these holy mon to be executed; and, on
the other, the command of my revered parent to be obeyed.
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Both duties are too sucred to be neglected. Whet is to be

done ?
MATHAYVYA,

You will have to take up an intermediate position between
the two, like King Trisanku,* who was suspended between
heaver and earth, bocause the sage Viswhmitrs commanded
him to mount up to heaven, and the gods ordered him down
again.

KING.

T am certainly very much perplexed. For hore,

Two different dutics are required of me

In widely distant places; how can I

In my own person satisfy them both ?

Thus is my mind distracted and impelled

In opposite directions, like a stream

That, driven back by rocks, etil! rushes on,

Forming two currents in its eddying course.
[Beffecting.] Friend Mathavys, as you were my playfellow
in childhood, the Queen has always received you like o second
son; go you, them, back to her snd tell her of my soleran
engegement to assist #hese holy men. You can supply my
place in the ceremony, and act the part of a son to the
Queen.
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MATHAVYA,

With the greatest pleasure in the world; but doxn't suppose
that I am really coward cnongh to have tho slightest fear of
hose trumpery demons.

) K1NG. [8wmiling.

Oh! of course not: a great Brahman like you could uot
possibly give way to such weakness.
MATHAVYA,
~ You must let me travel in a manner saitable to the King's
vounger hrother.
KING.
Yen, I shall sond my retinue with you, that there may be
no further disturbance in this sacred forest.
MATHAVYA. DAVith a strat.
Already I feol quite like a young prinvce.
XING, [Awide,
This is & giddy fellow, and in all probability he will let
out the truth about my present pursuit to the womeon of the
palace. What is to be done? I must say something to
deceive him. [ dioud to MATuavya, taking him by the hand.] Denx
friend, I am going to the hermitage wholly and solely out of
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respect for its pions inhabitants, and not because I have really
any liking for Sakoontalé., the hermit's daughter. QObgerve,
‘What sunitable communion could there be
Between a monarch and a rustie girl?
I did but feign an idle passion, friend,
Take not in earnest what was said in jest.

MATHAVYA,

Don’t distress yourself; I quite understand,
[Ezeunt.
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PRELUDE TO ACT IIL

Scene~The Hermifage.

Euter 6 Youne BuinMan oarrying bundles of Kuia-gras for
the use of the saerificing pricsl.

YOUNG BEAHMAX.

How wonderful is the power of King Dushyanta! No
socner did he enter our hermitage, than we wers able to pro-
ceed with our sacrificial rites, unmolested by the evil demons.

No need to fix the arrow to the bow;
The mighty monarch sounds the quivering string,
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And, by the thunder of his arma dismayed,
Our deroon foes are scattered to the wind.

I must now, thercfore, make hagte and deliver to the
sacrificing priests theso bundles of Kusa-grass, to be strewn
round the altar. [ Walking and looking ebout ; thon addressing some
one off the stage] Why, Priyemvadd, for whose use are you
carrying that ointment of Uefra-root# and those lotus leaves
with fibros attached to them? [Zistening for her amswer.] What
fay you >—ihat Sakoontald is puffering from fever produccd
by exposure to the aun, and that this ointment is to cool her
burning frame? Nuree her with eare, then, Priyamvada, for
she is cherished by our reverend superior as the very breath
of his nostrils.* I, for my part, will contrive that scothing
waters, hallowod in the sacrifice, be administered o her by

the hands of Gautami.
[Beit.
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ACT 111
SopNg.—The Sacred Grove.
Enter Kine Dusuvanra, with the air of one in love.

KINe. [Sighing thoughtfully.
The holy sage possesses magic power
In virtue of his penance; she, his ward,
Under the shadow of his tutelage
Reats in security. I know it well;
Yot sooner shall the rushing eataract
In foaming cddies re-ascend the steep,
Than my fond heart turn back from its pursuit.

God of Love! God of the flowery shafts ! ¥ we are all of us
cruclly deccived by thoe, and by the Moon, however desorving
of confidence yom may both appear.

For not to us do these thine arrows seem
Pointed with tender flowerets ; not to us
Doth the pale moon irradiate the carth

With beams of silvor franght with cooling dows:
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But on our fevered frames the moon-beams fall
Like darte of fire, and every flower-tipt shaft
Of Kéma,* s it prober our throbbing hearts,
Beems to be barbed with hardest adamant,
Adorable god of love! hast thou no pity for me? [Zn s tone
of anguish.)] How can thy arrows be so sharp when they are
pointed with flowera? Ah! I know the reason:
E’en now in thine unbodied essence lurks
The fire of Siva’s anger, ® like the flame
That ever hidden in the secret depths
Of ocean, smoulders there unscen.¥ How else
Could’st thou, all immaterial as thou art,
Infiame our hearts thus fiercely >—thou, whose form
‘Was scorched to ashes by a sudden flagh
From the offended god's terrific eye.

Yet, methinks,
‘Welcome thie anguish, weleome fo my heart
These rankling wounde inflicted by the god,
'Who on his scutcheon hears the monster-fish *
Slain by his prowess: welcome death itself,
Bo that, commissioned by the Iord of love,
This fair one be my executioner.
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Adorable divinity! Can I by no reproaches excite your

commiseration ?

Have I not daily offered at thy shrine

Innumerable vows, the only food

Of thine etherial essence? Are my prayers

Thus to be slighted ? Ts it meet that thou

Bhould’st aim thy shafts at thy true votary’s heart

Drawing thy bow-string even to thy ear?
[Pacing up and down in & melancholy monner.) Now that the holy
men have completed their rites, and have no more need of my
services, how shall T dispel my melancholy ? {Sighing] I
have but one resource. Oh for another sight of the idol of
my soul! I will soek her. [Glancing at thesn.] In all pro-
bability, as the sun’s heat is now at ite height, Sakoontald is
pessing her time uwnder the shade of the bowers on the
bonks of the Malini, attended by her maidens. I will go and
look for her there. [Wutking and looking about.] I suspect the
fair one has but just passed by this avenue of young
trees.

Hers, as she tripped along, her fingers plucked
The opehing buds : thess lacerated planta,
" Bhorn of their fairest blossoms by her hand,
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Seem like dismembered trunkse, whose recent wounds
Are still unclosed; while from the bleeding socket
Of many a gevered stalk, the milky juice
Btill slowly trickles, and betrays her path.
[ Focking a bresse.] What a delicious breeze meets me in this
apot!
Here may the zephyr, fragrant with the sceni
Of lotuses, and laden with the spray
Caught from the waters of the rippling etream,
Fold in ite close embrace my fevercd limbs.
[ Watking and looking abowt,] She must be somewhere in the
neighbourhood of this arbour of overhanging creepers, enclosad
by plantations of cane. [ Looking down.]
For at the entrance here T plainly sce
A line of footsteps printed in the sand.
Here are the fresh impressions of her feet;
Their well-known outline faintly marked in frout,
More deeply towards the heel; betokening
The graceful undulation of her gait.®
I will peep through those branches. {Walking ond leoking, With
tramport.] Ah! now my eyes are gratified by en entrancing
sight. Yonder is the beloved of my heart reclining
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astronomers, and mathematicians. Nine illustrious
men of genius adorned his court, and were supported
by his bounty., They were called the ¢ Nine Gems ;'
and Kaliddsa ia by general consent allowed to have
been the brightest of the mnine. To him (as to
another celebrated Indian Dramatist, Bhavabhiti, who
flourished in the eighth century) only three plays are
attributed ; and of these the ¢ S8akoontals’ (here trana-
lated) has acquired the greatest celebrity.®

Indeed, the popularity of this play with the natives
of India exceeds that of any other dramatic, and pro-
bably of any other poetical composition.t But it is

* Of tho other two, the most celebrated, called Vikramorvasi, has been
excellently translated by Professor H. H. leson, and will be found in hia
! Hindti Theatre,'

+ The following extract from the Bombay Times reached the Translator
too late for insertion in the Preface to the previous editions. If ia given
Iiteratim, and—in spite of the orthographical errors and Iudierous mutila-
tion of the story—is interesting sa showing that the popularity of the
* Bakoontals’ with the Hind6a of the present day hes been deemed suff
cient to justify an attempt at reproducing it on the Indisn stage :—

“HINDU DRAMA,
 BatoEDAY, JED FERRUVARY, 1856,

“ An outline of the play to be performed at the Grand RoadThenfn
- this night.

% After o short discourse between the Sutradhar (the chief netor), and
the Vidushoks (the clown), Surswati (the Goddess of learning), will
appesr. Butradhar will cell his wife (Nati), and they will determine on
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on a rock strewn with flowers, and attended by her two
friends. How fortunatc! Concealed bchind the leaves, T
will listen to their econversation, without raising their

suspicions. [ Stands concenled, and gases at thew.

Saxoontars, and her two attendants, holding fane in their

hands, are diseovered ‘an deseribed.

PUIYAMVADA AND ANASOYA.
[Fauming her.  In o tone of affsction.
Dearest Egukoontadé., is the lircewe raised by these broad
lotus-leaves refreshing to you ?
SAKOOFTALL,
TDoer friends, why should you trouble yourselves to fan me?

[Pu.lnuuni and ANABUYA ook sorrowfully at one another,

EING.

Sakoontald seems indeed to be soriously ill. [ Thonghttully.]
Can it be the intensity of the heat that has affected her? or
dovs my heart suggest the truc canse of her malady? [Gazing
at her possionately.]'= Why should I doubt it?

The maiden’s spotices bosom is o’erspread
‘With cooling balsam ; on her slender arm
Her only bracelet, twined with lotns-atalks,
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Hangs loose end withered : her recumbent form
Expresses languor. Ne'er could noon-day sun
Inflict such fair disorder on a maid—

No, love, and love alone is here to blame.

PEITAMVADA.
[Aside to Axazvya,

1 have observed, Anasiyé, that Sakoontals has been in-
disposed ever gince her first interview with King Dushyanta.
Depend upon it, her ailment is to be traced to thia source.

ANASUYA,

The same suepicion, desr, has crossed my mind. But I
will at onee ask her and ascertain the truth. [ud] Dear
Bakoontald, I am about fo put & question to you. Your
indisposition is really very scrious.

BAXOONTALA,
[ Heolf-rieing from her oouch,

‘What were you going to ask?

ANaRUOTA,

‘We know very little about love-matiers, dear Saloontald ;
but for all that, I cannot help suspecting your present state to
besomethingshnilartothgtof the lovers we have rezd about
in romances. Tell us frankly what is the cause of your
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disorder. It is useless to apply a remedy, until the disesse
be understood.

KINo,
Anasiya bears e out in my suspicion.

- BAKOONTALL, [ Asids,
I am, indeed, deeply in love; ‘but canmot rashly disclose
my passion to these young girls,

PRITAMYVADA.

What Anastys says, dear Sekoontal, is very just. Why
give po little heed to your ailment? Every day you are
becoming thinner; though I must confess your complexion is
stillas beautiful as cver.

KING,

Priyamvada speaks most truly.

Sunk is her velvet cheek ; her wusted bogom
Loses its fulness; e’en her slender waist

Grows more attenuate ; her faee is wan,

Her shoulders droop ;—as when the vernal blasts
Sear the young blossoms of the Midhavi,*
Blighting their bloom ; so mournful is the change,
Yet in its sadness, fascinating still,
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Inflicted by the mighty lord of love
On the fuir figure of the hermit’s daughter.

SAKOONTALA.

Dear friends, to no one would I rather reveal the nature o.
my mulsdy than to you; but I should enly be troubling you.
PRIYAMYVADL AKD Avasfwi.

Nay, this 1s the very point shout which we nre so solicitous,
Borrow shared with affectionate friends is relieved ot hwll its

poignaney.
KING,

Pressid by tho pattners of hor juys and griets,

Her much beloved companions, to reveal

The cherished sceret locked within her breast, »

8he needs must utter it; although her looks

Encournge me to hope, my bosom throbs

As anxiously I listen for her answer.

SAEQONTALA.
Know then, dear friends, that from the first moment the

illustrious Prince who is the guardian of our sacred grove,
presented himself to my sight—1[Staps shors, and appears confused.

FRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA,

Sny on, dear Egukoontalé, SULY On.
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BAKOONTALA.
Ever since that happy moment, my heart’s affeetions have
been fixed upon him, snd my encrgics of mind und body huve

afl descrted me, as you sce.

) KING. [Ivith vupture.
Her own lips have uttered the words I most longed to heur.
Love 1it the flame, and Love himself allays
My Lurning fever, us when gathering ¢louds
Rise o’er tho curth in sumwer's duzzling noon,

And grateful showers digpel the morning heat.

SAEQONTALA.
Yoy must consent, then, dear friends, to contrive some
means by which I muy find favour with the King, or you
will have ere long to ussist at my funeral.

KING.

Enough! These words remove all my doubts.

PRITAMVADA. [Aaide to ARASUYA.

8he is far gone in love, dear Anasiya, and no time cught
to be lost. Bince she has fixed her affections on a monarch
who is the ornament of Purw's line, we noed not hepitate for

a moment {0 oxpress our approval.
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ANASTTA.

I quite agree with you,

PRIYAMVADA. [Aioud.

We wish you joy, dear Sukoontuld. Your affections are
fixed on un objeet in overy respect worthy of you. The
noblest river will unite itselt’ to the cccan, and the lovely
Midhavi-creeper clings nuturally to the Mango, tho only tree
capuble of supporting it.

KIXY.

Why noud wo wonder it the bewntiful constellation Visikhd

pines to be united with the Moon,®
Axasﬁr.,i.

By what strategemn can we best sccure to our friend the
avcomplishment of her heart's desire both speedily and
secretly ?

PRIVAMYVADA.

The latter peint is all we huve to think about. As to
‘speedily,’ I look upon the whole affair es already settled.

axagiyi.

How go?

PRIYAMVADA,
Did you oot ebsvrve how the King betruyed his liking by
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the tender manner 1n which he gazed upon her, and how thin
he has become the last few days, as if he had been lying
awake thinking of her? '

KING. { Looking at Limself.
Quite true! I certainly em becoming thin from want of
sleep : '

As night by night in anxious thought I raise

This wasted arm to rest my sleepless head,

My jewelled bracelet, sullied by the tears

That trickle from my eyes in scalding streams,

8lips towards my elbow from my shrivelled wriat.

Oft I reploce the bauble, but in vain;

8o easily it spans the fleshless limb

That o'er the rough and corrugated skin,

Bcarred by the bow-string, will not cheek its full.*

PRIYAMVADA. [ Thoughtfully.

An idea strikes me, Anasiyd. Let Sakoontald wrife a

love-letter; I will conceal it in a flower, and contrive to drop

it in the King's path. He will surely mistake it for the

remains of some sacred offering, and will, in all probability,
pick it ap.
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ANASTYA,
A very ingenious device! It has my entire approval ; but
what says Sakoontals ?

SAKOONTALA.

T must consider before I cun consent to it.

. FRITAMYVADA.

Could you not, deur Sukoontuld, think of some pretty
eomposition in verse, containing u delicate declaration of your
love }

SAKOONTALA.

Well, I will do my best; but my heart trembles when I

think of tho chances of a refusal.

KING, [ With rapture,
Too timid maid, here stands the man from whom
Thou fearest a repulse; supremely blessed
To call thee all his own. Well might he doubt
Hib title to thy love; but how could’st thou
Believe thy beauty powerless to subdue him ?

PRIYAMTADA AND ANASUYA,
You undervalue yonr own merits, dear Sakoontald. © What
man in his senses wounld intercept with the skirt of his robc
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the bright rays of the autumnal moon, which alone can allay
the fever of his body ?

SAKOONTALA, [ Swmiting,
Then it secms I must do 28 I am bid. [ 8ite down and appears
te be thinking.]

) EING.
How charming she looks! My very eyes fnrget‘tn wink,
jealous of losing even for un instint a sight so enchanting.
How heautiful the movement of her brow,
As through her mind love's tender fancies flow!
And, as she weighs her thoughts, how sweet to trace

The ardent passion mantling in her face !

SAEOONTALS.
Dour girls, T have thought of a verse, but I have no

writing-materials at hand.

PEITAMVADA.
Write the letters with your nail on this lotus-lcaf, which is

smooth ns a parrot's brenst,

$AX00NTALL, [.dfter writing
Listen, dear friends, and tell me whether the idens are
appropriately expressed.
10
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TRITAMVADMAND ANASUYA,
‘We are all attention.
SAEOONTATA. [ Reads.
I know not the secret thy bosom conceals,
Thy form is not near me to gladden my sight;
But sad is the talc that my fever reveals,
Of “the love that consumes me by day and by night.

EIva.
[Advancing Rastily tovwards ker.
Nay, Love does but warm thee, fair maiden,—thy frame
Only droops like the bud in the glare of the noon ;
But me he consumes with a pitiless flame,
As the beams of the day-star destroy the pale moon.

PRIVAMVADL AND ANASOYA.
[Zooking at him joyfully, and vising to salutc him,
Welecome, the desire of our hearts, that so speedily presents

itself ! [BAKOONTALA makes an affort to vise,

KING.
Nay, trouble not thyself, dear maiden,
Move not to do me homage ; let thy limbs
8till softly rest upon their flowery couch,



X INTRODUCTION.

not in India alone that the ¢ Sekoontald’ is known and
admired. Its excellence iz mow recognized in every
literary circle throughont the continent of Europe; and
its beauties, if not yet universally known and appre-
ciated, arc at lenst acknowledged by many learned
men in every country of the civilized world. The

performing the play of Bhakuntala. They both will sing somgs together,
after which Nati will go away. The play will then regularly commence.
Dushanta Rajah will appear in the Court, and order his Pradban (the
Ministor} to meke preparations for a lLunting excursion. The Rajeh
sitting in his cortiage will pursue a stag, the stag will disappesr, upon
which Dushants will agk his coachman the cause thereof, this being known,
the Rajah in bie carriage will proceed farther, whon thoy will see the stag
again, upon which he will aim an arrow at the stag. The stag will ran
and reach the rotirement of Waikhenas Rushi. The eage will come out
of his hnt and remonstrate with the Rajah aguinet his killing the harmless
animal. The Rajch will obey the injunctions of the sage, who will pro-
nounce benedictions upon him. Ascording to the Rushi's instructions, he
will prepare to propeed to the residence of ancther eage nemed Kunwa,
Bidding cach other farewell, the Rushi will go to procure material for his
religious ceremonies, After reaching Kunwa's place, and commanding
his conchman to greom the horses, the Rajeh will walk forth to the sage's
hut. Observing on his way thither Shekuntela with her fellow mates
waotering the treos, he will hide himself behind » tree. Bhakuntala will
praise to her mates the beaunty of the Koshar tree. Charmed with over-
hearing her discourse, Dushanta will try to find out her descent.
Shakyntala will be very much teased by a Bhremar (y) hovering about
ber face. The Rajsh will then come forwerd and ask the canuo of the
disturbed state of her mind, After a mutual exchange of polite respect
they all take their seats beneath s shady tree, Dushanta will inform her of
his country and descent, whercupon they will all go to the Rushi's hut.
¢ Here there is o pansa,
4 A ploasing farce will then be performed,”
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And gather fregrance from the lotus-stalks
Bruised by the fevered contuct of thy frame.

ANASUYA.

Deign, gentle Sir, to seat yourself on the rock on which
our friend is reposing.

[ The KN sits doton.  SAR0ONTAL is confiused.
PRITAMVADA,

Any one may sce at 2 glance that you are deeply attached
to each other. DBut the affcotion I have for my friend
prompts me fo sy something of whichk you hardly require
to be informed. ' _

_ EIRG.

Da not hesitate to speak out, my good girl. If you omit to

say what ia in your ﬁaiﬁd, you may be sorry for it afterwards.

PRITAMVADA.
I3 it not your special office as a King to remove the suffering
of your subjests whe are in trouble ?

el ]

KIFG, -
Sech is my duty, most assuredly. .,

PRITAMVADA.
Enow, then that our dear friend hus been brought to her
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present state of suffering entirely through love for you. Her
life i3 in your hands; take pity on her and restore her to
health.

KING.
Exeellent maiden, our attachment ia mutual. Tt is T whe

am the most honoured by it.

BAXOONTALA. [Zooking at PRIYAMVADA.
Whet do you mean by detaining the King, who must
be anxious to return fo his royal consorts after so long a
eeparation ?
KING.
Sweet maiden, banish from thy mind the thought
That I could love another., Thou dost reign
Supreme, without a rival, in my heart,
And I am thine slone: disown me not,
Else must I die a second deadlicr death,—
Killed by thy words, as erst by Kama’s ' shafts,
ANASUYA.
Kind gir, we have heard it said that kings have many
favourite consorts. You must not, then, by your behaviour
towarda our dear friend, give her relations cause to sorrow for

her.
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EING.
Listen, gentle maiden, while in o fow words I quiet your
anxiety.
Though many beauteous forms my palace grace,
Henceforth two things alone will I catecm
The glory of my royul dynasty ;—
My sea-girt realm, and this moest lovely maid.

PEITANMVADAL AND ANASUYA.

‘We are satisficd by your assurances.

PRITAMVADA. [Giancing on one side,

Bee, Anesiyd, there is onr favourite little fawn running

sbout in great disiress, and turning its eyes in overy direction

as if looking for its mother ; come, let us help the little thing

to find her. [Hoth move away,
BAKOONTALA.

Deor friends, dear friends, leave me not alone and unpro-
tected. 'Why need you both go?

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA,
Unprotected ! when the Protector of the world is et your
ride. [ Exenni,
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SAEOONTALA.
What! have they both really left me?
bian i1 8
Distress not thyself, sweet maiden. Thy adorer is at hand

to wait upon thee, )
Oh let me tend thee, fair one, in the place
Of thy dear friends; and with broad lotus fans,
Raise cooling breezes to refresh thy frame;
Or shall I rather, with caressing touch,
Alay tho fever of thy limbs, and soothe
Thy aching feet, beauteons as blushing lilies ¥
AAKDONTALA.
Nay, touch me not. I will not incur the censure of those

whom I am bouand to respect. [ Rises and atiempis to go,
K1¥G.
Fair one, the heat of noon has not yet subsided, and thy
body is atill feeble.

How canst thou quit thy fragrant couch of flowers,
And from thy throbhing bosom cast aside
Its covering of lotus-leaves, to brave
With weak and fainting lmbs the noon-day heat?
[ Forces ker io turn back,
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SAHOONTALA,
Infringe not the rules of decorum, mighty descendant of
Puru. Remember, thongh I love you, I have no power to
diepose of myself.

KING.

Why this fear of offending youx.' relations, timid maid?
‘When your venerable foster-father hemrs of it, he will not
find fault with you. He knows that the law permits us to
be united without consulting him.

In Indra’s heaven, so at least ’tis said,

No nuptial rites prevail,® nor is the bride
Led to the altar by her foture spouse ;

But all in sscret does the bridegroom plight
His troth, and cach unto the other vow
Mutusl allegiance. Such espousals, too,

Are avthorised on earth, and many daughters
Of royal saints thus wedded to their lords,
Have still received their father's benison.

HAKOONTALA,

Leave me, leave mo; I must take counsel with my female

friends.
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EING.
I will Jeave thee when—
BAEDONTALA.
L ]
When ?
KING.

‘When I have gently stolen from thy lips
Their yet untasted neetar, to allay

The raging of my thiref, ¢’en as the bee
Bips tho fresh honey from the opening bud.

[Attempts to vaiss her face, SAR0ONTALA Friea fo

provent him.]

A VOICE BEHIND THE ECENES.

The loving birds, deomed by fate to nightly separation,*
must bid farewell to cach other, for cvening is at hand.

BAKOONTALA, [ Zn confusion,

Great Prince, I bear the voice of the matron Gautam{. She

is coming this way, to inquire after my henlth. Hasten and
conceal yourself behind the branches,

KING.

T will. [Conceals himaelf.
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Enter Gavraui with o vess n her hand, precsded by
two attendants.

*  ATTENDANTS.
This way, most venerable Gautami.

cavrauf.
[Approaching Baxocowrard,
My child, is the fever of thy limbs allayed ?

BAEOONTALL,
Venerable mother, there is certainly a change for the
better.

GATTAMI.

Let me sprinkle you with this holy water, and all your ail-
ments will depart. [Sprinkiing SaxooNTALA on the Aead] The
day is closing, my child; coms, let us go to the cottage.

[They all move arway,
SAKOONTATA. [Asids,

Oh my heart! thou didst fear to taste of happiness when it
was within thy reach. Now that the object of thy desirea ia
torn from thee, how bitter will be thy remorse, how distracting

thine enguish ! [Moving on o forr staps and stopping.  Alowd.]
13}
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Farewell! bower of creepers, sweet soother of my enfferings,
farewell ! mﬁy I soon again be happy undor thy shade.

[ Exit reluciantly with the others.

]
KING,

[ Returning to hin former seat tn the arbour. Sighing,
Alns ! how many are the obstacles to the accomplishment
of our wishes!

Albeit she did coyly turn awny

Her glowing cheek, and with her fingera guard

Her pouting lips, that murmured 2 deniel

In faltering accents, she did yicld herself

A sweet reluctant captive to my will,

Ag eagorly T raised her lovely face:

But ere with gentle force 1 stole the kias,

Too envious Fate did mar my daring purpose.
‘Whither now shall I betake mysclf? I will fwrry for a brief
space in this bower of creepers, so endeared to me by the
presence of my beloved Sakoontal. [Looking round,

Here printed on the flowery couch 1 seo
The fair impression of her alender limbs;
Hers i the sweet confession of her love,
Traced with her nail upon, the lotus leaf:
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And yonder are the withered lily-stalks
That groced her wrist. While all around I view
Things that recal her image, ean I quit
This bowor, e’tn though its living charm be fled ?
& VOICE IN THE AIR.
Great King, '
Bearco is gur evening sacrifice begun,
‘When evil demons, lurid as the clouds
That gather round the dying orb of day,
Cluster in hideous troops, obscene and dread,
About our altars, casting far and near
Terrific shadows, while the sacred fire
Sheds a pale lustre o’er their ghostly shapes.

KING.

I come to the rescue, I come.
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PRELUDE TO ACT IV.

Beene.—The Garden of the Hermslage.

Entey Prrvawvani and ANAsUYL ¢n the act of gathering flowers.

AN4g0YA.

Althot;gh, dear Priyamvads, it rejoicea my heart to think
that Sekoontald has been happily united to a husband in every
respect worthy of her, by the form of marriage prevalent
among Indra’s celestial musicians, nevertheless, I cannot help
feeling somewhat uneasy in my mind.

PRIVANYVALA,

How so?
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four well-known lines of Goethe, so often guoted in
relation to the Indian drama, may here be repeated :

6 Wiltat du die Blithe des friihen, die Frilchte des spiteren Jahres,
Willst du was reizt und ctriickt, willst du was siittigt und nihrt,
‘Willst de den Himmel, die Erde, mit cinem Namen begreifen :
Nenn' ich Sakontals, Dich, und so ist Allcs gesapt."”

“ Wouldst thou the young year's blossomsa and the fruits of its decliue,
And all by which the soul is charmed, exrapturcd, feasted, fod ?
Wonld thou the carth and heaven ifsolf in one sole pame combine ?
I name thee, O Sakoontala! and all ot enec is said.”

Angustus William von Schlegel, in his first Lecture
on Dramatic Literature, says: “ Among the Indians,
the people from whom perhaps all the cultivation of
the human race has been derived, plays were known
long before they could have experienced any foreign
influence. It has lately been made known in Hurope
that they have a rich dramatic literature, which ascends
back for more than two thousand years. The only speci-
men of their plays (Nataks) hitherto known to us is
the delightful ¢Sakoontald,’ which, notwithstanding the
colouring of a foreign clime, bears in its general struc-
ture a striking resemblance to our romantic drama.”

Alexander von Humboldt, in treating of Indian
poetry, observes: * Kdlidésa, the celebrated author
of the ¢ Sakoontald,” is a masterly describer of the influ-
ence which Nature exercises upon the minds of lovers.
This great poet flourished at the splendid court of
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ANABOYA.

You know that the pious King was gratefully dismissed by
the hermits on the euccessful fermination of their sacrificial
rites. He has now returned to his eapital, leaving Sakoontalé
under our ocare; and it may be doubted whether, in the
society of his royal consorts, he will net forget all that haa
taken place in this hermitage of curs.

PRITAMVADA.

On that score be at ease. Persons of his noble nature are
not so destitute of all honourahble feeling. I confess, however,
that there is one point about which I am rather anxious,
‘What, think you, will father Kanwa eay when he hears what
hge ocourred ?

ANABTYA.
In my opinion, he will approve the marriage.
PRITAMVADA.
‘What makes you think so ?
Awagted,

From the first, it waa always his fixed purpose to bestow
the maiden on & husband worthy of her; and since heaven
has given her such a husband, his wishes have been realized
without any trouble to himuself.
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PRIVAMVADA,
[Locking ot the flower-basket,

‘We have gathered flowers emough for the sacred offering,
dear Anasiyé. |

ANASUYA.

‘Well, then, let us now gather more, thet we may have
wherewith o propitiste the gusardian-deity of our dear
Sakoontalé.

FPRITAMYVADA,
By all means. [ Thay continus gathering.
A VOICE BEHIND THE GCENES.

Ho there! See you not that I am here ?

ANAsUYA. [Edstening,

That must be the voice of a guest announcing his arrival.

PRITAMVADA.
Burely, Sakoontal4 is not absent from the.cottage. [Aside.]
Her heart at least is absenf, T fear.
ANABOYA.
Come along, come along ; we have gathered flowers enough.
© [They move awoy,
THB SAME VOI0E BEHIND THE BCENES. -
‘Woe to thee, maiden, for daring to slight a gaest like me !
Bhall I stand here unwelcomed ; even T,
A very mine of penitential merit,
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‘Worthy of all respect? Shalt thou, rash meid,
Thus set at nought the cver sacred ties

Of hospitality ? and fix thy thoughts

Tpon the cherished object of thy love,

‘While I am present? Thus I curse thee, then—
He, even he of whom thou thinkest, ho )
8hall think no more of thec; nor in his heart,
Retain thine image. Vainly shalt thou strive
To waken his remembrance of the past;

He shall disown thee, even as the sot,

Roused from his midnight drunkenness, denies
The words ho uttered in his revellings.

PRIYAMYVADA.

Alas! alas! I fear a terrible misfortune has occarred.
éakoontali, from sbsence of mind, must have offended some
guest whom she was bound to treat with respect. [Zooking
bakind thasemes] ‘Ah! yes; I ses, and mo less a persom, than
the great sage Durvisas,™ who is known to be most irascible.
He it is that has just cursed her, and is now retiring with
hasty sirides, trembling with passion, and locking aa if nothing
could turn him. His wrath is like 2 consuming fire.
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ANASOYL,
Go quickly, deur Priyamvadd, throw yourself af his feet,
end persuade him to come back, while I prepare a propifistory
offering ® for him, with water and refreshments.

PAIYAMYVADA,
I will, [Esit.
ANABTTA.
[Advancing hastily & ferw stepx and stumdling.
Alas! glas! this comes of being in a hurry. My foot has
slipped and my basket of flowers has fallen from my hend.
[Stays o gather them up.
PRIYAMVADA. [Be-entering.
‘Well, dear Anastiy4, I have done my best; but what living
being could succeed in pacifying such a cross-grained, ill-
tempered old fellow? However, I managed to mollify him a
little,
' AXASTYL. [ Smiting.
Evon a little was much for him, Bay on.
_ PRITAMVADA.
‘When he refused to turn back, I implored his forgiveness
in these words : * Moat venerable sage, pardon, I beseech you,
this first offence of a young and inexperienced girl, who waa
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ignorant of the respoct duc to your saintly character and
exalted rank.’
ANASUYA.

And whot did he reply -

PRIYAMVADA.
¢ My word must not be fulsified ; but at the sight of the ring
of recognition the spell shall cesse.” So saying, ho disappeared..

ANASUYA,

Oh! ther we may breathe agein; for now I think of it,
the King himself, at his departure, fastcned on Sakoontali's
finger, us a token of remembrance, & ring on which Lis own
name was cngraved. Sho hus, therefore, n remedy for her

migfortune at her own command.

TRIYAMVADA,
Come, dear Anasiyd, let us procesd with our religious
duties. [ Zhey walk away.
PRITAMYVADA, [Looking off the stage,
See, Annsaya, there pits our dear friend, motionless as a
statue, resting her face on lcr left hand, her whole mind
abgorbed in thinking of her absent husband. She can pay no
attention to herself, much less to a stranger.

12
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. ANARTYA.

Priyamvadi, let this affeir never pass our lips. 'We must
spare our desr friend's feelings. Her constitution in too
delieate to bear much emotion.

PRITAMYADA.

I agree with you. 'Who would think of watering a tender

Jjeasmine with hot water ?
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ACT V.

Scene.—The Neighbourhood of the Hermitage.

Znter one of Kanwa’s Purins just arisen from hiz couch ab the
daien of day.

FUPIL,
My master, the vencrable Kanwa, who ia but lately returned
from his pilgrimage, has ordered me to ascertain how the time
good. I have therefore come into the open air fo see if it
be still dark. [ Walking and Ieoking abour] Oh! the dawn has
already broken. '
Lo! in one quarter of the eky, the Moon,
Lord of the herbs and night-expanding flowers,
Binks towards his bed behind the western hills ;
‘While in the east, preceded by the Dewn,
His blushing charioteer,* the glorious Bun
Bogins his course, and far into the gloom
Casts the first radiance of his orient beame,
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Hail! co-eternal orbs, that rise to sef,
And sot to rise again ; symbols divine
Of man’s reverses, life's vicissitudes.
And now,
‘While the round Moox withdraws his looming dise
Beneath the western sky, the full-blown flower
Of the night-loving lotus * sheds her leavess
In sorrow for his loss, bequeathing nought
Tut the swect memory of her loveliness
T'o my boereaviid sight: ¢’en as the bride
Disconsolately mourns her abzent Jord,

And yiclds her heart a prey to anxious grief.

AXASUTA. [Entering abruptly,
Little as I know of the ways of the world, I cannot help
thinking that King Dushyante is treuting Nakoontald very
improperly. '
PUPIL.
Well, I must let my revered preceptor know that it is
time to offer the burnt oblation. [ Bz,

ARASDYA.

T am broad awsake, but what shall I do? T have no énergy
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to go about my usual occupations. My hands and fect scem
to have lost their power.  'Well, Love has gained his ohject ;
and Love only is to blame for having induced our dear friend,
in the innocence of her heart, to confide in such a perfidious
man. Possibly, however, the imprecation of Durvisas may
be already taking cffect. Indeed, I eannot otherwisc account
for the King’s strange conduct, in allowing so long a time to
elapse without even a letter; and that, too, after so many
promises and protestations. I cannot think what to do,
unless we scnd him the ring which was to be the token of
recogoition. But which of these austerc hermits could we
usk to be the bearcr of it? Then, ngain, Fathor Kanwa has
just returned from his pilgrimage: and how am I fo inform
Lim of Sakoontald’s marriage to King Dushyanta, and her
expectation of being soon a mother? I never could bring
mysclf to tell him, even if I felt that Sakoontal4 had been in
fault, which she certainly has not. 'What is to be done?

) PRIYAMVADA. [Lntering ; joyfully.

Quick ! quick! Anasiya! come and essist in the joyful

preparations for Sakoontald’s departure to her husband’s
palace.
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ANASUTA,

My deor girl, what can you mean ?

PRIYAMVADA.

Listen, now, and I will tell you all about it. I went just
now to Sakoontals, o inquire whether she had elept com-
fortubly— ‘

ANAKOYA,

Well, well; go on.

PRIYAMYADL.

She was sitting with her face, bowed down to the very
ground with shame, when father Kanwa entered and, cm-
bracing her, of his own accord offered her his congratulations.
‘I give thee joy, my child,’ he seid, ‘we have had an
auspicious omen. The priest who offered the oblation
dropped it into the very centre of the secred fire," though
thick smoke obetructed his vision. Henceforth thou wilt cease
to be an object of compassion. This very day I purpose
sending thee, under the charge of certain frusty hermits, to
the King’s palace; and shall deliver thee into the handa of
thy husband, as I would eommit knowledge to the keeping of
a wisce und faithful student.
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Vikraméditya, and was, therefore, cotcmporary with
Vi.i'gil and Horace. Tenderness in the expression of
feeling, and richness of creative fancy, have assigned
to him his lofty place among the poets of all nations.”
These considerations induced me, in 1853, to com-
pile and publish a correct edition of the text of the
¢ Bakoontald’ from various original MSS,, with English
translations of the metrical passages, and explanatory
notes, being in fact the only edition ever published in
this country. To the notes of that edition I must
refer all students of Sanskrit literature who desire a
close and literal translation of the present drama, In
the Preface I pledged myself at some future time to
present the English public with a free translation of
the whole play. That pledge is here redcemed, and
the following pages contain the first English transla-
tiom, in prose and verse, of the true and pure version
of the most celebrated drama of the Shakspere of India.
The need felt by the British public for some
such translation as I have here offered, can scarcely
be questioned. A great people, who, through their
empire in India, command the destinies of the Eastern
world, ought surely to be conversant with the most
popular of Indian dramas, in which the customs of
the Hindds, their opinions, prejudices, and fables,
their religions rites, daily occupations and amuse-
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ANARGYA,
‘Who, then informed the holy Father of what possed in his
shaence ?
PRITAMVADA.
As he was entering the sanctuary of the consecrated fire,
an invisible being chanted a verse in celestial straina.

ANASTYA. [ With astonishments
Indeed! pray repeat it. -

PRIYAMYVADA, [ Repeating the verse,
@Glows in thy danghter King Dushyanta’s glory,
Ajp in the sacred trec the mystic fire.®
Let worlds rejoice to hear the welcome story ;
And may the son immortalize the sira.

ANASOYL,  [Embracing Privamvapa,
Oh, my dear Priyamvedd, what delightful news! I am
pleased beyond measure; yet when I think that we are to lose
our dear Sakoonteld this very day, a feeling of melancholy
mingles with my joy. ' '
PRIYAMYADA.
We shell find means of consoling ourselves after her
deparfure. Let the dear creaturc only be made happy, at
any cost. )
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ANASUYA.

Yes, yes, Priyamvadd, it shall bo so; and now to prepare
our bridal array. I have always looked forward to this
oceasion, and some time since, I deposited a beautiful garland
of Kesara flowers in 2 cocoa-nut box, and suspended it on a
bough of yonder mango-tree. Be good enough to stretch out
your hand and take it down, while I compound unguents and
perfumes with this consecrated paste and these blades of
sacred grass.

PRITAMYADL,

'Very well. Frit ANasvyd. Prrvaxvapi fales
down the florcers.

A YOICE DERIND THE SCENES.
Goutemi, bid éz’amgamm ani the others hold themselves in
readiness to escort Sukoontal.

TRIYAMYADS, [ Lixtoning.
Quick, quick, Anasiyi! They aro calling the hermits who
are to go with Sakoontald to Hastinipur.®

ANARDYA,
[Reentering, with the perfumed unguents in her hand.
“Come along then, Priyamvad ; I am ready to go with you.
- [ They walk swey,
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PRITAMVADA. [ Looking

See! there sits Bakoontali, her locks arranged even at
thig early hour of the morning. The holy women of the
hermitage are congratulating her, and invoking blessings on
her head, while they present her with wedding-gifts and

offerings of consecrated wild-rice. ZLet ue join them.
[ They apprasch.

rd
BaxooNTALL fv seen senfed, with women surrounding her,

oocupied in the manner described.

FIEST WOMAN. [ 7o SAKOONTALA.
My child, may’st thou receive the title of ¢ Chief-queen,’
and may thy husband delight to honour thee above all others!

SBECOND WOMAN.

My child, may’st thou be the mother of a hero!

THIED WOMAN.
My child, may’st thou be highly honoured by thy lord !
[ Exeunt all the women, excepting GAUTAMI,
aficr dlessing SAKOONTALA.

PRIVAMVADA AXD ANasOYA, ,
[-dnproaciing.
Dear Sakoontals, weo are come to assist you at your toilet,
and mey a blessing attend it !
13
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SAEOONTALA,

Welcome, dear fricnds, welcome. 8it down here,

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA,
[ Taking the baskets containing the bridal decorations,
and sitting down.
Now, then, dearest, prepare to let us dress you. 'We must
first rub your limbs with these perfumed unguents.

famooNTALA.
I ought indeed to be grateful for your kind offices, now that
I am 8o soon to be deprived of them. Dear, dear friends,
perhaps I shall never be dressed by you again.
[Bursts inio tears.

PRIYAMYADA AND ANASGYA.
‘Weep not, dearest ; tears are ont of season on such a happy

vcoasion. [ They twive away her tears and
begin {o dress Rer.

PRIFANVADA.
Alas! these simple flowers and rude ornaments which our
hermitage offers in sbundance, do net sot off your beauty es it
deserves.
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Eater Two Youxe Hexotrrs, bearing costly prescnis.

BOTH HEBRMITS.

Here are arnaments suitable for & queen.
[ The women look at them in astonéshment.

agauTaMi, .
Why, Nérada, my son, whence came these ?

FIEST HERMIT.
You owe them to the dovotion of Father Kanwa.

gavTant,
Did hoe create them by the power of his own mind ?

SECOND HEEMIT,
Certainly not; but you shall hear. The venerable sage
ordcred us fo collect flowers for Sakoontali from the forest-
trees; and we went to the wood for that purpose, when
Btraightway depending from o neighbouring tree
Appeared a robe of linen tissue, pure
And spotless as a moonheam—mystic pledge
Of bridal happiness; snother tree
Distilied & roseate dye wherewith to stain
The lady’a fuet; ¥4 and other branches near
Qlistened with rave und costly omaments.
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‘While, "'midst the leaves, the hands of forest-nymphs,
Vying in beauty with the opening buds,
Presented us with sylvan offerings.

PRITAMYADA,
{7.ooking at SaRooNTALA,

The wood-nymphs have done you honour, indeed. This
favour doubtlees signifies that you are soon to be received as
& happy wife into your husband’s house, and are from this
forward fo become the partner of his royal fortunes.

[énoomu.i appears confused.

FIEST HEEMIT.

Come, Guntuma; Father Kanwa has finished his ablutions,

Tet us go and inform him of the favour we have received
from the deities who preside over our trees.

S8ECOND HEEMTT.
By all means. [Breunt,

PRITAMVADA AND Awas(rd,

Alas! what are we to do? 'We are unused to euch splendid
decorations, and are at a loss how to arrange them. Our
knowledgoe of painting must be our gunide. We will dispose
the ornaments ag we have scen them in pictures.
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BAKOONTALL,
Whatever pleases you, dear girls, will please me. T have

perfect confidenco in your taste.
[ ey commence dreasing Rer,

Enter Kaxwa, having just finished kie ablutions.

EANWA.
This day my loved one leaves me, and my heart
Is heavy with its grief: the streams of sorrow
Choked at the source, repress my faltering voice.
I have no words fo speak ; mine eyes are dimmed -
By the dark shadows of the thoughts that rise
‘Within my soul. If such the force of grief
In an old hermit parted from his nursling,
‘What anguish must the stricken parent feel-—

Bereft for ever of un only doughter,
[Advances totvards $AROONTALA.

PRIYAMYVADAL AND ANASU¥A.
Now, dearest éakoontalé, wo have finished decorating you.
You have ouly to put on the two linen mantles.

['S.\uooxmr:a riBed ang puls Lhem on.
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GAUTAME,

Daughter, see, here comes thy foster-father; he is eager to
fold thee in his arms; his eyes swim with tears of joy.
Hasten te do him reverence.

BAROONTALL. [Reverently.

My father, I salufe you.

EANWA.
My daughter,
May’st thou be highly honoured by thy lord,
E'en as Yayhti SBarmishthé adored ! %
And, as she bore him Puru, so may'st thou
Bring forth a son to whom the world shall bow !

GATTAMT.
Most venerable futher, she acospta your bemediction as if
she already pousessed the boon it confers.
KANWA,

Now come this way, my child, and walk reverently round
these sacrificial fircs. [ They ait walk round,
EANWA.

[Rapeats a proyer in the metrs of the Rig-veda.

Holy flames, that gleam around
Every altar's hallowed ground ; o



acrwv.]  SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. 103

Holy flames, whose frequent food

Is the consecrated wood,

And for whose encircling bed,

Bacred Kusa-grass is spread ; ®

Holy flames, that waft to heaven

Bweet oblationa daily g"iven,

Mortal guilt to purge awey j—

Hear, oh hear me, when I pray—

Purify my child this day !
Now then, my daughter, set out on thy journey. [ZLeoking on
one side] Where are thy attendants, éémgumvu and the
others ?

YOUNG HERMIT. [ Entering.

Here we are, most venerable father.

EANWA.

Lend the way for thy sister.

SIRNGARAVA.

Come, Sakoontald, let us proceed. [ 422 move away.

EANWA.
Hear me, ye treos that surround our hermitage !
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Sakoontalé ne’er moistened in the stream
Her own parched lips, till she had fondly poured
Its purest water on your thirsty roots:
And oft, when she would fain have decked her hair
With your thick-clustering blossoms, in her love
She robbed you not e’en of a single flower,
Her highest joy was ever to behold
The early glory of your opening buds :
Ok, then, dismiss her with a kind farewell !
This very day she quits her father’s home,
To seek the palace of her wedded lord.
[ The note of a H il is heard,

Hark ! heard'st thou not the answer of tho trees,
Our sylvan sisters, warbled in the note

Of the melodious K5il* ? they dismiss

Their dear Sakoontald with loving wishes.

VYOICES IR THE AIR.

Fare thee well, journey pledsantly on amid streams .
‘Where the lotuses bloom, and the sun’s glowing beams
Never pierce the deep shade of the wide-spreading trees,
While gently around thee shall sport the cool breeze ;
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ments, are reflected as in a mirror. Nor is the prose
translation of Sir W. Jones (excellent though it be)
adapted to meet the requirements of the Englishman
who, unacquainted with Sangkrit, desires an accurate
representation of the original text, and notes to
explain unintelligible allusions. That translation was
unfortunately made from modern and corrupt manu-
scripts (the best that could then be procured), in
which the bold and nervous phraseology of Kaliddsa
has been weakened, his delicate expressions of refined
love clothed in a2 meretricious dress, and his ideass,
grand in their simplicity, diluted by repetition or
amplification. It is, moreover, altogether unfurnished
with explanatory annotations. The text of my edition,
on the contrary, represents the old and pure version
of the drama, and from that text the present translation
hag been made ; while abundant notes have been added,
sufficient to answer the exigencies of the non-oriental
scholar, Moreover, the metrical portions of the play
have, for the first time, been rendered into verse.

It may be remarked that in every Sanskrit play. the
women and inferior characters speak a kind of pro-
vincial Sanskrit or pafois, called Prékrit—bearing the
game relation to Sanskrit that Italian bears to Latin,
or that the spoken Latin of the age of Cicero bore to

_the highly polished Latin in which he delivered his
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Then light be thy footsteps and easy thy tread,

Beneath thee shall carpets of lilies be spread.

Journey on to thy lord, let thy spirit be gay,

For the smiles of all Nature shall gladden thy way.
[AH liaten with astenishment.

cavTAME.
Daughter! the nymphs of the wood, who love thee with

the affection of a sister, dismiss thee with kind wishes for thy

happiness. Take thou leave of them reverentially.

SAEQONTALA.
[ Bowing respectfully and walking on.
Aside io her friend.,
Eager as I am, dear Priyamvedd, to see my husband once
more, yet my feet refuse to move, now that I am quitting for
ever the home of my girlhood,

PRTIYAMVADA.

You arc net the only one, dearest, to feel the bitterness of
parting. A¢ the time of separation approaches, the whole
grove seems to share your anguish,

In sorrow for thy lose, the herd of deer

Forget to browse ; the peacock on the Jawn
14
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Coases its dance;* the very trees around us
Bhed their pale leaves, like tcars, upon the ground.

SAKOONTALA. [ Resollecting hereelf,

My father, let me, before I go, bid adieu to my pet jasmine,

the Moonlight of the Grove.® I love the plant almost as &

gister.
EANWA.

Yes, yes, my child, I remember thy sisterly affection for
the creeper. Here it is on the right.
SAKOONTALA,

[dpproaching the jasmins.
My beloved jasmine, most brilliant of elimbing plants, how

swest it is to see thee cling thus fondly to thy husband, tho
mango-tree ; yet, prithee, turn thy twining arms for a moment
in this direction to embrace thy sister; she is going far away,
and may never see thee again, ‘
AN WA,

Daughter, the cherished purpose of my heart

Has ever been to wed thee to & spouse

That ehould be worthy of thee; such a spouse

Huast thou thyself, by thine own merits, won.



acr ;] SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. 107

To him thou goest, and about his neck

Soon shalt thou cling confidingly, as now

Thy favourite jasmine twines its loving arms

Around the sturdy mango. Leave thou it

To its protectér—e’en as I consign

Thee to thy lord, and henceforth from my mind

Banish all anxious thought on thy behalf.
Proceed on thy journey, my child,

SAKOONTALA.

[Tb PRIvANTADA and ANASUTA.
To you, my sweet companions, I leave it as n kespsoke.

Take charge of it when I am gone.
.
PRITAMVADL AND ANASUYL.
[ Bursting snto tears,

And to whose charge do you leave us, deareat ? "Who will

care for us when you are gone?

EKaANWA.
For shame, Anasiiys! dry your tears. Is this the way to
cheer your friend at a time when she needs your support and

consolation ? A move on,
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BAKOORTATA,
My futher, see you there my pet deer, grazing close to the
hermitage? She expects soon to” fawn, and ever now the
weight of tho liftle ono she carries hinders her movements.

Do not forget to send me word when she becomes a mother.

EANWA.
T will not forget it.
SAEOONTALA.
[Feeling herself draswn back.
‘What can this be, fastencd to my dress? [ Turne rotend,

My daughtor,
It is the little fawn, thy foster-child.
Poor helpless orphan! it remembers well
How with a mother's fenderness and love
Thou did’st protect it, and with grains of rice
From thinc own hand did’st daily nourish it;
And, ever and anon, when some sharp thom
Had pierced ita mouth, how gently thou did’st teud
-The bleeding wound, and pour in healing balm.
The grateful nursling clings to its protectress,
Mnfely imploring leave to follow her,



acr w. SAKOUNTALA; OR, TUE LOST RING. g

BAKOONTALA.

My poor little fawn, dost thou ask to follow an unhappy
wretch who hoesitates not to desert her companions? When
thy mother died, soon after thy birth, I supplied her place,
und reared thee with my own hand ; and now that thy second
meother 1s about to leave thee, who wﬂl care for thee? Ay
father, be thou a mother to her. My child, go back, und be
a daughter to my father. [Mores on, weeping.

EANWA,
Weep not, my daughtcr, check the gathering tear
That lurks beneath thine eyelid, ere it flow
And weaken thy resolve; be firm and truc—

. True to thyself and me; the path of life

Will lead o’er hill and plain, o’er rough and emootl
And all must feel the atecpness of the way ;
Though rugged be thy course, press boldly on.

SABNGARAVA,
Venerable sire! the sacred precept is—¢Accompany thy
fricnd as far as themargin of the first stream.” Here then,
we are arrived at the border of a lake. It is time for you to

give ws your fingl instructions and rofurn.
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EANWA,

Be it 50; lot us tarry for a moment under the shade of this
fig-tree. ® [They do 2o,
HKANWA. [ dx=ide,

I must think of some appropriate message to send to his
majesty King Dushyanta. [Reffects.
SAROONTALA, [4side to Axasvyi.
Bee, soe, dear Anasiyi, the poor female Chakravika-bird, ™
whom cruel fate dooms {o nightly separation from her mats,
calls to him in mournful notes from the other side of the
stream, though he is only hidden from her view by the
spreading leaves of the water-lily. Her cry is so piteous that
T could almost fancy she was lamenting her hard lot in
intelligible words.
ANASUYA.
Say not so, dearest,
Fond bird ! thougﬁ sorrow lengthen out her night
Of widowhood, yet with a cry of joy
. . Bhe hails the morning light that brings her mate
Back to her side. The agony of parting
‘Would wound us like a sword, but that its edge
Is blunted by the hope of future meeting.
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EANWA,
Barngarava, when you have introduced Sakoontald into
the presence of the King, you must give him this message

from me.

RABRNGARAVA.'

Let me hear it, venerable father.

EANWA.
This ig it—

Most puissant prince! we here present before thee
One thou art bound to cherish and receive
As thine own wife; yea, even fo enthrone
As thine own queen—worthy of equal love
With thine imperial consorts. So much, Sire,
‘Wo claim of thee as justice due to us,
In virtne of our holy character—
In virtue of thine honourable rank—
In virtue of the pure spontaneous love
That secretly grew up 'twixt thee and her,
‘Without consent or privity of us.
‘Wo ask no more—the rest we freely leava
To thy just feeling and to destiny.
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SARNGARAVA.
A most suitable meesage. I will take care to deliver it
correotly.
HANWA.
And now, my child, a few words of advice for thee. We
hermits, though we live secluded from the world, arc not
ignorant of worldly matters.

RiENQARAYA.
No, indced. Wise men are conversant with all subjecta.

EANWA.
Listen, then, my daughter. When thou reachest thy

hughand’s palace, and art admifted into his family,
Honour thy betters; ever be respectful
To those above thee ; and, should others share
Thy husband’s love, ne'er yield thyself a proy
To jealouey; but ever be a friend,
A loving friend, to those who rival thee
In his affections. Should thy wedded lord
Treat thee with harshness, thou must never be
Hargh in return, but patient and submissive.
Be to thy menijala courteous, and to ail
Placed under thee, congiderate and kind :



acrv,]  BAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING, 113

Bo never self-indulgent, but avoid

Excesa in pleasure; and, when fortune emiles,

Be not puffed up. Thus to thy husband’s house

‘Wilt thou a blessing prove, and not a curse.
What thinks Gautami of this advice 2

GAUTAMI.
An excellent compendinm, truly, of svery wife’a dutics!
Lay it well to heart, my daughter.

EANWA,

Come, my beloved child, one parting embrace for me and

for thy companions, and ther we leave thee.
BAKOONTALL,

My father, must Priyamvadi and Anasiyi really return

with you? They are very dear to me.
EANWA -

Yen, my child; they, too, in good time, will be given in
marriage to suitable husbands. It would not be proper for
them to accompany thee {osuch a public place, But Gautam{
shall be thy companion. |

HAROONTALA. [Bmbracing him.

Romoved from thy.bosom, my beloved father, like a young
. 15
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tendril of the sandal-tree torn from its home in the western
mountains,”™ how shall I be able to suppert life in a foreign
aoil ?
HANWA,
Daughter, thy fears are groundless :
Soon shall thy lord prefer thee to the rank
Of his own consort; and unnumbered cares
Befitting his imperial dignity
Shall constantly engross thee. Then the bliss
Of bearing him a son—a noble boy,
Bright as the day-star, shall transport thy soul
With new delights, and little shalt thon reck
Of the light sorrow that affiicts thee now
At parting from thy father and thy friends. .
[BaxooNTALA throws Rerself af her foster-fathir's feet,

KANWA.
Blessings gn thee, my child! May all my hopes of thee be
realized !
’ BAXOONTALL,
[ Approaching her friends.
Come, my two loved eompanions, cmabrace me both of you

together. .
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Orations. Even the heroine of the drama is made to
speak in the vulgar dialect. The hero, on the other
hand, and sall the higher male characters, speak in
Sanskrit ; and, as if to invest them with greater dignity,
half of what they say is in verse. Indeed the prose
part of their speeches is often very common-place, being
only introductory to the lofty sentiment of the peetry
that follows. Thus, if the whole composition be com-
pared to a web, the prose will correspond to the warp,
or that part which is extended lengthwise in the loom,
while the metrical portion will answer to the cross-
threads which constitute the woof. The original verses
are written in o great variety of Sanskrit metres. For
example, the first thirty-four verses of Sakoontald’
exhibit eleven different varieties of metre. No metrical
system in English could give any idea of the almost
infinite resources of the Sanskrit in this respect. Blank
verse has therefore been employed, as more in unison
with the character of our own dramatic writings, and
rbyming stanzas have only been admitted when the
subject-matter seemed to call for such a change. Per-
haps the chicf consideration that indnced me to adopt
this mode of metrical translation was, that the free
and unfettered character of the verse enabled me to
presexrve more of the freshness and vigour of the
original. If the poetical ideas of Kélidéss have not



AOT IV} BAEOUNTALA; OR, TBE LOST RING, 115

PRIVANYADA AND ANASUYA.
[ Embracing Aer.,

Dear Sakoontald, remember, if the King should by auy
chance be slow in recogmizing you, you have only to show
him this ring, on which his own name is engraved.

§AKOONTALL.
The bare thought of it pute me in a tremor.

PRITAMYVADA AND ARASUYA,
There is no real cause for fear, dearest. Excessive affection
is too apt to suspect evil where none exists.

BARNGARAVA.
Come, lady, we must hasten on. The sun is rising in the
heavens.
SAKOONTALL,
[ Looking tewards the Aermitags.
Dear father, when shall I ever' see this hallowed grove
again ?

I will tell thee; listen.
‘When thou hast passed & long and blissful life
As King Dushyanta's queen, and jointly shared
With all the earth his ever-watchful care ;
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And hast beheld thine own heroie son,
Matchless in arms, united to a spouse

In happy wedlock; when his aged sire,

Thy fuithful hushand, hath to him resigned
The helm of state; then, weary of the world
Together with Dushyante thou shalf scek
The calm seclusion of thy formor home : *
There amid holy scenes to be at peace,

Till thy pure spirit gain its last releage.

Come, my child, the favourable time for our journey is fust
passing. Let thy father return. Vencrable Sire, be thou
the first to move homewards, or these last words will never
cnd.

KANWA,

Daughter, detuin me no longer. My religious duties must

not be interrupted.
SARKOONTALA,
L-Again embrooing her foster-father.

Beloved father, thy frame is much enfoebled by penitential
exercises. Do not, oh! do not, allow thyself to sorrow too

much on my account.
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KANWA. [ Sighing.

How, O my child, ghall my bereavéd heart
Forget its bitterness, when, day by day,
Full in my sight shall grow the tender plants
Reared by thy care, or sprung from hallowed grain
Which thy loved hands have strewn around the door—
A frequent offering to our household goda? ™

Go, my daughtcr, and may thy journey be prosperous.

[ Bz SAROONTATA with her sscort,

PRIVAMVADAL AND ANASUTA.

[Qazing after $AKOONTALA,
Algs! alas! she is gone, and now the trees hide ouwr darling

from our view.

EANWA, [Sighing.
‘Well, Anasiyd, your sister has departed. Moderate your
grief, both of you, and follow me. I go back to the

hermitage.

PRITAMVADA AND ANASUYA,
Holy father, the sacred grove will be a desert without
Bakoontald. How can we ever retwrn to it ?
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EANWA,
It is natural enough that your affection should make you
view it in this light. [#alking ponsively on.] As for me, I am
quite surprised at myself. Now that I have fairly dismisscd
ber to her husband’s house, my mind is easy: for indeed,
A danghter is a loan—a precious jewel '
Lent to a parent till her husband elaim her.
And now that to her rightful lord and master
I havo delivered her, my burdened sodd

Is lightened, and I seem to breathe more freely.
[ Erexnt.
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ACT V.

SeenE.—Ad Roont in the Palaee.

Tho King DusEYANTA and the Jester MiTaAYYA are

discovered seated.

MATHAYTA. [ Listening,
Hark ! my dear friend, listen & minute, and youn will hear
sweet sounds prececding from the music-room. Some one is
ginging 2 charming air. 'Whe can it be? Oh! I know. The
queen Hansapadikd is practising her notes, that she may
greet you with a new song.
KING.
Hush! Let me listen. |

A VOICE BINGS BEHIND THE SCENES,
How often hither did’st thou rove,
Bweet bee, to kiss the mango’s cheek ;
Oh! leave not, then, thy early love,
The lily’s houneyed Lip to seek.
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And symbol of my officc ; now it serves
As a support to prop my tottering steps.

Ah me! I feel very unwilling to announce to the King
that o deputation of young hermits from the sage Kanwa hns
arrived, and craves an immediate audicnce, Cerfainly, his
mujesty ought not to neglect a metter of sacred duty, yel
I hardly like to trouble him when he has just risen from
the judgment-seat. Well, well; & monarch’s businees is to
sustain the world, and Le must not expect much repose;
because—

Onward, for ever onward, in his car

The unwearied Sun pursucs his daily course,

Nor tarries to unyoke his glittering steeds.

And ever moving speods the rushing Wind

Through boundless space, filling the universe

With his life-giving breczes. Day and night,

The King of Serpents on his thousand heads *

Upholds the incumbent earth ; and even so,

Unceasing toil is aye the lot of kings,

‘Who, in return, draw nurture from their subjects.
I will therefore deliver my message. [ Walking on and loubing
abunt,] Alt! here comes the King :—
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His subjects arc Lis children; through the day,

Like a fond father, to supply their wants,

Incessantly he labours: wearied now,

The monarch secks seclusion and reposc :

¥’en as the pridce of clephants defles

"The sun’s fierce hent, and leu.d;; the fuinting herd

T'o verdant pastures, ere his wayworn limbs

He yields to rest beneath the cooling shade.
{Approaching]  Victory to the King! 8o please your
majesty, some hermits who live in a forest near the Snowy
Mounntains have arrived here, bringing certain women with
them. They have o mcesage to deliver from the sage
Kanwsa, and desire an audience. I await your majesty’s

commands,

KING. [ Renpectfutly.
A message from the sage Kanwa, did you say ?
CHAMBERLAIN.
Even so0, my lioge.
KING.
Tell my domestic pricst Somarite to reccive the hermits
with due honour, according io the prescribed form. He may
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then himsclf iutroduce them into my presenece. I will
await them in o place snifable for the reception of such

holy gueste.
CHAMBERLAIN,
Your majesty's commands shell be obeyed. [ Brii,
EING.

[Rising and addrexsing the WARDEx.
Vetravatd, lend the way to the chamber of tho coneeerated

fire, ™

WARDER.
This way, sire.
HiNG,
{F}"m‘&fny on, with the air of ons eppressed by
the cares of goveriment.

People are gencrally contented and happy when they have
gained their desires; but kings have no sconer attained the
object of their aspirations than all their troubles begin.

*Tia o fond thought that to aftain the end
And object of ambition 18 to rest;
Buccess doth only mitigate the fever

O anxiour expectation: soen the fear
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Of losing what wo have, the constant eare
Of guarding it, doth weary. Ceaseless toil
Must be the lot of him who with his hande
Supports the canopy that shiclds his subjects.

TWO HLRALDS. ™ [Behind the srenes,

May the King be victorious !

FIRST HERALD.
Honour to him who lobours day by duy
For the world’s weal, forgetful of his own,
Like some tall tree that with its stately head
FEndures the solar beam, while underneath
It yiclds refreshing shelter to the weary,

SECOND ERALD.
Let but the monarch wield his threatening rod
And ¢’en the guilty tremble; at his voice
The rebel spirit cowers; his grateful subjscts
Acknowledge him their guardian ; rich and poor
Hail him a faithful friend, a loving kineman.
XING.
Weary an I was before, this complimontary address has
refreshed me. [H’a.’lj'a on.
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WARDEE,

Here is the terrnce of the hallowed fire-chamber, and
yonder stands the cow that yields the milk for the oblations.
The sacredlenclosure has been recently purified, and looks

clean and beautiful. Aaeend, sire.

KING.
[Leans on the showdders af hiv altendunts, and ascendds,
Vetravat, what can poesibly be the message that the
venerable Kanws has sent me by theso hermits >—

Perchance their sacred rites have been disturbed

By demons, or some evil has befallen

The innocent herds, their favourites, that graze

‘Within the precinets of the hermitage;

Or haply, through my sins, some withering blight
" Has nipped the creeping plants that sprend their arms

Around the hallowed grove. Such troubled thoughts

Crowd through my mind, and fill me with misgiving.

WARDER.

If you ask my opinion, 8iro, I think the hermits mercly

wigh to {ake an opportunity of testifying their loyalty, and
are therefore come to offer homage to your majesty.
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been expressed in language as musical as his own,
T have at least done my best to avoid diluting them
by paraphrastic circumlocutions or additions, If the
English verses are prosaic, I have the satisfaction of
knowing that by resisting the allurements of rhyme,
I have done all in my power to avoid substituting a
fictitious and meagre poem of my own for the grand,
yet simple and chaste creation of Kéliddsa, The unre-
stricted liberty of employing hypermetrical lines of
eleven syllables, sanctioned by the highest authority
in dramatic composition, has, I think, facilitated the
attainment of this object, One of our own poets has
said in relation to such lines, fLet it be remembered
that they supply us with another cadence ; that they
add, as it were, a string to the instrument; and--by
enabling the poet to relax at pleasure, to rise and fall
with his subject—contribute what is most wanted,
compass and variety. They are nearest to the flow of
-an unstudied eloquence, and should therefore be used
in the drama.’®* Shakspere does not scruple to avail
himself of this license four or five times in succession,
as in the well-known passage beginning—
4T be or not to be, that is the quastion ;*
and even Milton uses the same freedom once or twice
in every page. . _
* Rogers’ ‘Italy," note to line 23.
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Enter the Henrs, leading éuoomui, attended by Gavraxi;
and, in advance of them, the CaameerLary and the Doxestio
PriEsT.

CHAMNBERLAIN.

This way, reverend sirs, this way.

SinRNGaRAYA,

0 S-zimdwata,
"Tis true the monurch lacks no royal grace,
Nor ever swerves from justice; true, his people,
Yea such as in life’s humblest walks are found,
B.ei‘rain from evil courses; still to me,
A lonely hermit reared in solitude,
This throng appears bewildering, and methinks
I look upen a burning house, whose inmates
Are running to and fro in wild dismay.

BiRADWATA.

It is natural that the first sight of the King’s capital
should affect you in this manner; my own sensations are
very aimilar.

As one just bathed beholda the man polluted ;
As one late purified, the yet impure:
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As one awako looks on thoe yef unwakencd ;
Or as the frcoman gazes on the thrall,
Bo I regard this crowd of pleasure-seckers.

SAKOONTALA.
[ Feeling & quivering sensation in her vight cye-Hd,
el suspeeling & bad vmen,

Alas! what means this throbbing of my right eye-lid ?

GAUTAMI.

Heaven avert the evil omen, my child ! May the guardian
deities of thy husband’s family convert it into a sign of geod
fortune ! [ Walks on,

PRIEST. [Pointing to the Kixa,

Most reverend sirs, there stands the protector of the four
classes of the people; the guardien of the four orders of the
priesthood. ® He haa just left the judgment-scat, and is
waiting for you. Behold him ! -

BARNGARAVA.

Grest Brihman, we are happy in thinking that the King's
power is exerted for the protection of all classes of his
subjects. 'We have not come as petitioners—we have the
fuullest confidence in the generosity of his nature.



acr v.] BAKOONTALA ; O, THE LOST RING. 120

The loftiest trecs bend humbly to the ground
Beneuth the teeming burden of their fruit;
High in the vernal sky the pregnant ¢londs
Suspend their stately course, and hanging low,
Scatfer their spu-rk]ing treasures o'er the earth :
And such is true benevolence; the good

Are never rendered arrogant by riches.

WARDTR.
Bo please your wajesly, I judge from the placid ecountenance

of the hermits that they have no alarming message to deliver.

EING. [Lonking at SAKOONTALA,
But the lady there—
‘Who can she be, whose form of matcehless grace
Is half concesled bencath Lier flowing veil ?
Among the sombre hermits she appears

Like a fresh bud 'mid sear and yellow leaves.

WARDER.
Bo plense your majesty, my curiosity is also roused, but no
conjecture oceurs to my mind. This at least is cortain, that

she deserves to be Iooked at moro closely.
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EING,
True ; but it is not right to grze at another man's wife.'®
BAEOONTALA.
[Placing her hand on her bosom, _dside.
O my heart, why this throbbing? Remember thy loxd’s
affection, and fake courage.
FPRIEST. [ Advancing.
These holy men have been received with all due honour.
One of them has now a messago to deliver from his spiritual
superior. Will your majesty deign to hear it?

KEING.
I am &l attention,
HERMITS. [Extending theiv hands.
Victory to the King !
EING,
Accept my respectful greeting.
HERMITS.

May the desires of your soul be accomplished !

KING.
I trust no one is molesting you in the prosecution of your

religions rites,
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HEERMITS.
‘Who dares disfurb our penitential rites

‘When thou art our protector? Can the night
Prevail to cast her shadows o'er the earth
While the sun’s beams irradiate the sky?

Buch, indeed, is the vory meaning of my title—¢ Defender
of the Just.! I trustthe venerable Kanwa is in good heaith,
The world is interested in his well-being.

HERMITS,

Holy men have health and prosperity in their own power.
He bade us greet your majesty, and, after kind inquiries,
deliver this mepsage.

XING,

Tet me hear his commands.

BARKGARATA.

He bade us say that he feels happy in giving his sanction
to the marriage which your Majesty contrncted with this lady,
his daughter, privately and by mutuel agreement. Because

By ns thou art esteemed the most illustrious
Of noble husbands; and Sakoontald
Virtue hersslf in human form revealed.
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Great Brahm4 hath in equal yoko united

A bride unto a hushaad worthy of her :—

Henceforth Iet none make blasphemons complaint

That he is pleased with ill-assorted unions.®
Bince, therefore, she expects soon to be the mother of thy
child, receive her into thy palace, that she may perform, in
conjunction with thee, the ceremonics preseribed by religion
on such an occasion.

GATTAMI,

So please your majesty, I would add a few words: but
why should I intrude my sentiments when an opporfunity of
speaking my mind has never been allowed me ?

She took no counscl with her kindred; thou
Didst not confer with thine, but all alone

Didst solemnize thy nuptials with thy wife.
Together, then, hold converse; let us leave you.

SAKNONTALA. [Aside.
Ah! how I tremble for my lord’s reply.
EING.
‘What strange proposal is this ?
SATOONTALA, ' - Fduide.

"His words arc fire to me.
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BALNGARAVA.

What do I hear? Dost thoun, then, hesitate? Monarch,
thou art well acquainted with the ways of the world, and
koowest that '

A wife, however virtuous and discreet,

If she live separate from her wedded lord,
Though under sheltor of her parent’s roof,
Is mark for vile suspicion. Lot her dwell
Beside her husband, though he held her not
In his affection. So her kinsmen will it.

EING.

Do you really mean to asscrt that T ever married this lady ?

SAKOONTALL, [ Despondingly. Asids,

O my heurt, thy worst misgivings are confirmed.

SARNGARAVA.
Is it becoming in a monarch to depart from the rules of

justice, beeause he repents of his engagements ¥

KINe,
I confot answer o question which is based on » mere
fabrication.
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SimNGARAVA.
Such inconstancy is fortunately net common, excepting in
men intoxicated by power,
XING,

Is that remark aimed at me ?

GATTAME,
Be not ashamed, my daughter. Let me remove thy veil
for a little space. Thy hushand will then recognize thee.
[Resmoves her vesl.
KING,
[Gazing at SAKOONTAIA. Aside.
‘What charms are here revealed before mine eyes!
Truly no hlemish mars the symmetry
Of that fair form ; yef can I no'er believe
8he is my wedded wife; and like & bee
That circles round the flower whose nectared cup
Teems with the dew of morning, I muet pause
Ere engerly I taste the proffered sweetness.
[Remains wrapped v thought,
WARDER.
How ndmirably does our royal master's behaviour prove his
regerd for justice! Who else would hesitate for a moment
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when good fortune offered for his acceptance a form of such
rare beauty ?
SARNGARAVA.

Great King, why art thou silent ?

EING,

Holy men, I have revolved the matter in my mind; but

the more I think of it, the less able am I to recollect that I

ever contracted an allisnes with this lady. What answer,

then, can I possibly give you when I do not believe myself

to be her husband, and I plainly see that she is soom to
become a mother ?

SAKOONTALA, [ Aside.

Woe! woe! Isour very marriage to be called in question

by my own husband? Ahme! is this to be the end of all
my bright visions of wedded heppiness?

SARNGARAVA,
Beware !
Beware how thou ineult the holy Sage!
Remember how he generously allowed
Thy secret union with his foster-child :
And how, when thou didst rob him of his treasure,
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He sought to furnish thee excuse, when rather

He should have eursed theo for a ravisher.

BARADWATA.

Barngarava, speak to him no more. Sn]eoontalai, our
port is performed; we have snid ull we had to sny, and
the King has roplied in the manner thou hast heard. Tg
is now thy turm to give him convineing. evidence of thy
marriage.

SAKOGNTALA. [iside,

Since his feeling towards me has undergone a complote
revolution, what will it avail to revive old recollections?
One thing is clear—I shell soon have to mourn my own
widowhood. [iwd] My revered husband—— [Sfops
short.] But no—I dare not address thee by this title, sinee
thou hast refused to acknowledge our unmion. Noble de-
scendent of Puru! It is not worthy of thec to betray an
innocent-minded girl, and disown her in such terms, after
having so lately and so solemnly plighted thy vows to her
in the hormitsge.

KING. [Stopping hiz oara,

I wili hear no more. Be such a crime far from my
thoughts !



Xyl INTRODUCTION.

The poetical merit of Kéliddsa’s ¢ Sakoontald’ is so
universally admitted that- any remarks on this head
would be superfluous. I will merely observe that, in
the opinion of learncd natives, the Fourth Act, which
describes the departure of Sakoontald from the her-
mitage, contains the most obvious beauties; and that
no one can read this act, nor indeed any part of the
play, without being struck with the richness and
elevation of its author’s gemius, the exuberance and
glow of his fancy, his ardent love of the beautiful, his
deep sympathy with Nature and Nature’s loveliest
scenes, his profound knowledge of the human heart,
his delicate appreciation of its most refined feelings,
his familiarity with its conflicting sentiments and
emotions. But in proportion to the acknowledged
excellence of K4liddsa’s composition, and in proportion
to my own increasing admiration of its beauties, is the
diffidence I feel lest I may have failed to infuse any
of the poetry of the original into the present version.
Translation of poetry must, at the best, resemble the
process of pouring a highly volatile and evanescent
spirit from one receptacle into another. The original
fluid will always suffer a certain amount of waste and
evaporation.

The English reader, remembering that the suthor
of the ¢ Sakoontals® lived in the century preceding the
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‘What evil epirit can possesa thee, lady,

That thou dost seek to sully my good name

By base aspersions ! like 2 swollen torrent,

That, leaping from its narrow bed, o’erthrows

The tree upon its bank, and strives to blend

Its turbid waters with the crystal stream ?
EAEOONTALA.

If, then, thou really believest mc to be the wife of another,
end thy present conduct proceeds from some cloud that ob-
scures thy recollection, I will easily convince thee by this token.

EING.
An cxcellent idea!
8AKCONTALL. [ Focling for the ring.
Alag! alas! woe is me! There is no ring on my finger!
[Losks with anguith ot GAUTAMI,
GAUTANT,

The ring must have slipped off when thou wast in the act
of offering homege to the holy water of Sachf’s sacred pool,
near Bakrivatira.®

EING. [Smiting.

Poople may well talk of the readiness of woman’s invention!
Here is an instance of i,

18



138 SAXOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. [a0r ¥.

AAKOONTALA,
Bay, rather, of the omnipotence of fate. I will mention

another circamstence, which may yet convince thee.

EKING.

By all means let me hear it at once,

SAKOONTALA.

One day, while we were meated in a jasmine bower, thou
didst pour into the hollow of thine hand some water,
sprinkled by a recent shower in the cup of a lotus-
blossom—— '

KING,
I am listening; proceed.
SABOONTALA.

At that instant, my adopted child, the little fawn, with
goft, long eyes, camo running fowsrds us. Upon which,
bofore tasting the water thyself, thou didst kindly offer
some te the little creature, eaying fondly—Drink first,
gentle fawn.’ But she could not he induced to drink from
the hand of a stranger; though immediately afterwards, when
I took the water in my own hand, she drank with perfect
confidence. Then, with a smile, thou didst say— Every
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creature confides naturally in its own kind. You are both
inhabitants of the same forest, and have learnt to frust each
other.’

. EING.

Voluptuaries may allow themselves to be seduced from the
path of duty by falsehoods such as these, expressed in honeyed
words,

gavTAME,
Bpeak not thus, illustrious Prince. This lady was brought

up in a hermitage, and has never learnt deceit.

EIKG,
Holy matron,
E’en in untufored brutes, the female sex
Ts marked by inborn subtlety—much more
In beings gifted with intelligence.
The wily Koil,* ere towards the sky
8he wings her sportive flight, commits her eggs
To other nepts, and artfully consigns
The rearing of her little omes to strangers.

BAEKOONTALA, [dngrity.
Dishonourable men, thou judgest of others by thine own
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evil heart. Thou, at least, art unrivalled in perfidy, and
standest alone—a base deceiver in the garb of virtue and
religion—like a deep pit whose yawning mouth is concealed
by emiling flowers,

XING, [Aside.

Her anger, at any rate, appears genuine, and makes me
almost doubt whether I am in the right. For, indeed,

‘When I had vainly searched my memory,

And so with stern severity denied

The fabled story of our sccret loves,

Her brows, that met before in graceful curves,

Like the arched weapon of the god of love,

Beemed by her frown dissevered ; while the fire

Of sudden anger kindled in her eyes.
[4iud] My good lady, Dushyants’s character is well known
to all. T comprehend not your meaning.

SAKOONTALA.

Well do I deserve to be thought a harlot for having, in the
innocence of my heart, and ont of the confidence I reposed in
a Prince of Puru’s race, entrusted my honour to a man whose
mouth distils honey, while his heart is full of poiscn.

[Covers her face with her mantle, and Bnrats tnto fears.
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SABNGABAVA.

Thus is it that burning remorse must ever follow rash
actions which might have been avoided, and for which one
has only one's-gelf to blame. '

Not hastily ahouid marriege be contracted,

And specially in secret. Many a time,

In hearts that know not each the other’s fancies,
Fond love is changed into most bitter hate.

EING,
How now! Do you give credence to this woman rather

thun to me, thet you heap such accusations on me?

SiRNGARAVA. [Sarcastically,
That would be too absurd, certainly. You have heard the
proverb—
Hold in contempt the innocent words of those
‘Who from their infaney have known no guile:
Bat trust the treacherous counsels of the man
‘Who makes & very science of deceit.

EIXG.
Most veracious Brihman, grant that you are in the right,
what end would be gained by betraying this lady ?
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AARNGARATA,
Ruip.
EING.
No one will helieve that a Prince of Puru's race would
seck to ruin others or himself.

BAiBADWATA.
This altercation is idle, S4rngarava. We have executed
the commission of our preceptor; come let us return.
[Te the KNe.
Sakoontald is certainly thy bride;
Receive ber or reject her, she is thine,
Do with her, King, according fo thy pleasure—
The husband o’er the wife is absolute.
Go on before ny, Gautamd. [ They move mway,

AAKQONTALA.

‘What! is it not enough to haye been betrayed by thia
perfidious man? Must you also forsake me, regardless of my
teara and lamentations ? [ Attempts to follow them.

GATTAMT, [Stopping,

My son Sirngarava, see, Sakoontald is following us, and

with temrs implores us not to leavo her. Alas! poor child,
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what will she do here with & crusl husband who casts her
from him ?

SARNGAEAYA.
: [ Tursing angrily towards her.
Wilful woman, dost thou seek to be independent of thy

lord ? [SARONTALA trembles with foar.

$(RNGARAYVA.
Sakoontald !
If thou art really what the King proclaims thee,
How can thy father e’er receive thee back
Into his house and home ? but, if thy conscience
Be witness to thy purity of soul,
E’en should thy husband to a handmaid’s lot
Condemn thes, thou mayst cheerfully endure it,
‘When ranked among the number of his hounsehold.
Thy duty, therefore, is to stay. As for us, we must return
immediately.
XING,
Deceive not the lady, my good hermit, by any such
axpectations,
The moon expands the lotus of the night,
The rising sun awakes the lily; each



144 SAXOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. [acT V.

Is with his own contented. Even so
The virtuous man is master of his passions,
And from another's wife averts his gaze.'®

SARNGARAVA.
Bince thy union with another woman has rendered thee
oblivious of thy marriage with Bakoontals, whence this fear
of losing thy character for constancy and virtue.

KING. [ To his Prizer.
You must counsel me, revered sir, as to my course of
action. Which of the two evils involves the greater or less
gin ?
‘Whether by some dark veil my mind be clonded,
Or this designing woman speak untruly,
I know not, Tell me, must I rather be
The base disowner of my wedded wife,
Or the defiling and defiled adulterer?

PRIEST. [After dotiberation.
You must take an infermediafe course.

XING,
What course, revered gir? 'Tell me at once.
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PRIEST.

I will provide an asylum for the lady in my own house
until the birth of her child; and my reason, if you ack me,
is this, Boothsayers have predicted that your fiest-born will
have universzl dominion. Now, if the hermit’s daughter
bring forth o son with the discus or mark of empire in the
lines of his hand,* you must admit her immedistely into
your royal apartments with great rejoicings; if mnot, then
determine to sond her back as soon as possible to her
father.

EIXG,

I bow 1o the decision of my spiritual adviser.

TRIEST.

Daunghter, follow me.

BAXOONTALA,
O divine earth, open and receive me into thy bosom !

{ Brit EaxoonTALs’ wesping, with the Priesr and the
Heeurrs, The Kixc remaine absorded in thinking
of Aer, thowgh the enrse still clowds hin yeoollection,

A YOICE BREIND THE SCENEA.

A miracle ! & miracle!
19
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XING, [Listentng,
‘What has happencd now ?
PRILST.
[ Entering with an air of astonishwiont.

Great Prince, a stupendous prodigy has just oceurred !

What is it ?
PRIEST.
May it please your majesty, so soon as Kanwa's pupils had
departed,
Sakoontali, her eyes all bathed in tears,
With outstretched arms bewailed her cruel fate—-—
- KNG,
‘Well, well, what happened then ?
_ PRIFST.
“When suddenly a shining appearition,
In female shape, descendod from the gkies,
Near the nymphs pool, and bore her up to heaven.
{42 remain motionleas with astonishment,
XI¥a.
My good priest, from the very first I declined having
anything to do with this matter. It is now all over, and we
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Christian era, will at least be inclined to wonder at
the analogies which it offers to our own dramatic
composition of fifteen or sixteen centuries later. The
dexterity with which the plot is arranged and con-
ducted, the ingenuity with which the incidents are
connected, the skill with which the characters are
delineated and contrasted with each other, the bold-
ness and felicity of the diction, would scarcely be
‘unworthy of the great dramatists of modern times.
Nor does the parallel fail in the management of the
business of the stage, in minute directions to the
actors, and various scenic artifices. The asides and
aparts, the exits and the entrances, the manner, atti-
tude, and gait of the speakers, the tone of voice with
which they are to deliver themselves, the tears, the
smiles, and the laughter, are as regularly indicated as
in a modern drama,

In reference to the constitution and structure of
the play here translated, a few general rcmarks on
the dramatic system of the Hindis may not be in-
appropriate.*

Dramatic poetry is said to have been invented by
the sage Bharata, who lived at a very remote period
of Indian history, and was the author of a system of

* The admirabie Essay by Professor H. H. Wilsoun, prefixed to his

¢ Hinda Theatre,” is the prineipsl sonrce of information on this subjeet.
C
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can never, by our conjectures, unravel the mystery; let it

rest; go, seek repose.

I"'BIFSL. [Eooking at the K1xa.
Be it wo. Vietory to the King! [ Ezit,
KING.

Vetrueati, T wmn tived ont; lexd the way te the bed-
chamber.
WARDER.
This way, sire. [ They move aroay.
EING.
Do what I will, T connot call to mind
That I did ¢'er espouse the sage’s daughter :
Therefore T have disowned her; yet 'tis strange
How painfully my agitated heart
Bears witness to the truth of her assertion,

And malkes me credit her against my judgment.
[ Exenne,
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PRELUDE TO ACT VI
Buexp—ad Strert.

Enfor the King's brother-in-law as SuPERINTENDENT of the ity
police ; and with him Two Coxstamies, dragging a peor
Fisurruaw, who has his hands tied behind his back.

BOTH THY CONSTABLES,
) [Striking the privenvr.
Tuke that for a rascally thief that you are; and now tell
us, pirrah, where you found this ring—ayc, the King’s own
signet-ring. Bee, here is the royal name engraved on the

setting of the jewel.
FIBHEEMAN. [ With a gesture of alarin,

Merey ! kind sirs, merey! I did not steal it; indeed I did

not,
F¥IBST CONSTABLE.

Oh! then I supposc the King toock you for some fine
Bréhman, and made you a presenf, of it ?
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FISHERMAX,
Only hear me. I am but o poor fisherman, living at

Bakrivatira

SECOND CONSTABLE.
Bcoundrel, who ever asked you, pray, for a history of your

birth and parentage?
SUPERINTENDENT, _
[ o one of the UoNmTABLES.

Bichaka, let the fellow tell his own story from the begin-
ning. Don't interrupt him,
BOTH CONSTABLES
As you please, master. Go on, then, sirrab, aud say whut
you've got to say.
FISHERMAN,
You see in me a poor man, who supports his funily by
cuiching fish with nefs, hooks, and the like.
SUPKRINTENDENT, [ Faughing,
A most refined occnpation, certuinly I
FISHERMAN.
Blune me not for it, master.
The father's occupation, though doepised
By othors, easts ng shame upon the son,
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And he should not forsnke it.* Is the priest
Who kills the animal for sacrifice
Therefore decmed cruel ? Sure o low-born man

May, though a fishcrman, be tender-hearted.

SUI'ERINTENDENT,

Well, well; mo on with your story.

FISOERMAN.

One day I was cutting open « large carp™ T had just
hooked, when the sparkle of n jewcl canght my eye, and
what should T find in the fish’s maw but that ring! Soon
afterwards, when I was offering it for sale, I was seized by
your honours. Now you know cverything. Whother you
kill me, or whether you lot me go, this is the true account

of how the ring eame inte my posscaion,

SUPERINTENDENT.
{ 7o one of the CoNgTABLES,

Well, Januvka, the rascal emits such a fishy odour that I
have no. doubt of his being a fisherman; but we must
inquire a little more closely into this queer story about the
finding of the ring. Come, wc'll take him before the King's
household,
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BOTH CONSTABLES.
Vory good, master. (et on with you, you entpurse.
[ Al more ou.

SUFRRINTENDENT.
Now attend, Sdchaka ; keep you guard here af the gate;
and hark ye, sirrabs, take good care your prisoner does not
escape, while I go in and lay the whole story of the discovery
of this ring before the king in person. I will soon return
and let you know his commands,
CONBTATLE.
Go in, master, by all means; and may you find favour in
tho king’y sight ! [Ezit BUPERINTENDENT.
FIRGT CONSTABLE. [After an intereal,
I say, Januks, the Superintendent is & long time away.
BECOND CONSTABLE.

Aye, aye; kings are not to bo got at so easxly Folke
must bide the proper opportunity.

FIEST CONETABLE.

Jinuke, my fingers itch to strike thc first blow at'this
royol vietim hers. 'Wo must kill him with all the honours,
you know. I Jong te begin binding the flowers round his
head.® [Pretonds to strike & blow ot the F1suERMAN.
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FISTIKRMAXN.
Your honour surely will not put an innocent man fo o

cruel death.
BECOND CONSTALLE, [Zooking.

There's our SBuperintendent at last, I declare. See he is
coming towards us with a paper in bis hand, "We shall soon
know the king's command ; so prepare, my finc fellow, cither

to become food for the vultures, or to make acquaintance with

some hungry cur.
SUPERINTENDENT. [ Entering.

Ho, there, Sichaka! sct the fisherman at liberty, I tell
you. His story about the ring is all correct.
SUCHAEA.
Oh ! very good, sir; s you pleasc.
- BECOND GONSTABLE.
The fellow had one foot in hell, and now here he is in the

land of the living, [Rolsases Aim,
FISHERMAN,
[Dowing to the SUPBRINTRNDENT.
Now, maater, what think you of my way of getting a
Hivelihood ?
SUPERINTENDENT.
Here my good man, the king desired me to present you
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with this purse. It contains & sum of money equal to the
full value of tho ring. [Giver Rim the money.
FISHERMAN. [ Zaking st and borwing.
His majesty does me too great honour.
BUCHAEA,
You may well suy eo. He might has well have taken you
from the gallows to seat you on his state elephant.

TANTEL.

Muster, the king must value the ring very highly, or he
would never have sent such a sum of money to this regamuffin.
SUPERINTENDENT,

I don’t think he prizes it as a costly jewel so much as &
memorial of some person he tenderly loves. The moment it
was shown to him he became much agitated, though in
general he conceals his feelings,

siCHARA.

Then you must have done a great service—

*

JARUEA,
Yes, to this hushand of a fish-wife,
[ Zooks enviously at the FIORRRMAN,
FISHERMAR,
Here's half the money for you, my masters. It will serve
’ 20
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to purchase the flowers you spoke of, if not o buy me your

good-will. R
TANUKA.

‘Well, now, that's just as it shonld be.

SUTERINTENDENT.

My good fisherman, you are an excellent fellow, and I
begin to feel quite a regard for you. Let us scal our first
friendship over a glass of good liguor. Come along {o the
next wine-shop and we'll drink your health.

ALL.

By all means,
[ Bzeunt,
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ACT VI

Scune—The Garden of the Palace.
The nymph BANUMATL is seon descending in a celextial onr.

BANTUMATI.

Behold me just arrived from attending in my proper twrn
at the nymphs' pool, where I have left the other nymphs to
perform their ablutions, whilst I seek to ascertain, with my
own eycs, how it fares with King Dushyanta. My con-
nexion with the nymph Menakd has made her dasughter
fSakoontals dearer to me than my own flesh and blood; and
Menaké it was whe charged me with this errand on her
daughter's behelf, [Looking round in afl direstiom] Tow
is it that I see no preparations in the king’s household for
celebrating the great vernal festival?® 1 could easily
discover the remson by my divine faculty of meditation ;™
but respect muat be shown to the wishes of my friend. How
then shall ¥ arrive at the fruth? I know what I will de.
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I will become invisible, and place myself near those two
meidens who are tending the plants in the garden.
[Doscends and takes ker station.

Bnter a Mamew, who slops in front of & mango-fres and gazes
at ths blossom. _Another MAYDEN ¢2 seon Behind her.
FIRST MATIDEN,

Hail to thee, lovely harbinger of spring !
The varied radiance of thy opening flowers
Is welcome to my sight. I bid thee hail,
Sweet mango, soul of this enchanting season.
BECOND MAIDEN.
Parabbritiki, what are you saying there to yourself?
FIEST MAIDEN.

Dear Madhukarika, am I not named after the Koil ?™ and
does not the Keil sing for joy at the first appearance of the
mango-blossom ?

BECOND MAIDEN.

[Approachking Rastily, with transport,
What ! is spring really come?
FIRST MAIDEN.
Yes, indeed, Madhukarikd, and with it the sesson of joy
love, and song,
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music, ‘T'he drama of these early times was probably
nothing more than a species of rude pantomime, in
which music and daneing werc accompanied by
mute gesticulation. There is little trace of real
dramatic dialogue until the second century v.c., and
the art of theatrical representation was not brought to
perfection till the era of Vikraméditya. In India, as
in Greece, scenic entertainments took place at religious
festivals, and on solemn public occasions. Kélidésa’s
¢ Sakoontald’ scems to have been acted at the com-
mencement of the summer-season—a period peculiarly
sacred to Kéma-deva, the Indian god of Love. We
are told that it was enacted before an andience ¢ con-
sisting chiefly of men of education and discernment.’
As the greater part of every play was written in
Sanskrit, which, although spoken in some portion of
India at a remote period, was certainly not the
vernacular language of the country at the time when
the HindG dramas were performed, few spectators
would be present who were not of the learmed and
educated classes. This circumstance is in accordance
with the constitution of Hindl society, whereby the
productions of literature, as well as the offices of state,
were reserved for the privileged castes.*

* Se¢ Wilson's * Hinda Theatrs" p, xiii,
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SECOND MATDEN.
Let me lean upon you, dear, while I stand on tip-toe and
pluck o blossom of the mango, that T may present it ae an
offering to the god of lovo.
* FIRST MAIDEN.
Provided you let me have half the reward which the god

will bestow in return.

SECOND MAIDEN.

To be sure you shall, and that without asking. Are we
not one in heart and soul, though divided in body? [Zeanson
her fricnd and plucks o mango-blossam.] Ah! here is a bud just
bursting into flower. It diffuses a delicious perfume, though
not yet quite expanded. [Joining her hands reverentially.

God of the bow, who with spring’s choicest flowers
Dost point thy five unerring shafts ; ™ to thee
I dedicate thia bloasom; let it serve
To barb thy truest arrow ; be its mark
Bome youthful heart that pines to be beloved.
[ Xhretos down a mango-biossom,
CHAMBERLAIN.

[ Estering in a_Aurried wmannor, angrily.

Hold there, thoughtless woman, What are you zbout,
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breaking off those mango-blossoms, when the king has
forbidden the eelebration of the spring festival ?

BOTH MAIDENS. [Alarmed.

Pardon us, kind sir, we have heard nothing of if.

CHAMBERLAIN.
You have heard nothing of it? Why all the vernal plants
and shrubs, and the very birde that lodge in their branches,
show more respect to the king’s order than you do.
Yon mango-blossoms, though long since expanded,
Gather no down upon their tonder crests;
The flower etill lingers in the amaranth,®
Imprisoned in its bud ; the tuneful Koil,
Though winter’s chilly dews be overpast,
Buspends the Yiquid volume of his song
Hearce utfered in hia throat; o'en Love, dismayed,
Restores the half-drawn arrow to his quiver.
BOTH MAIDENB,
The mighty power of King Dushyanta is not to be disputed. _
FIEST MAIDEN.
It is but a few days since Mitrivasn, the king’s hrother-

in-law, sent ue to wait upon his majesty; ond, during the
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whole of our sojourn here, we have been entrusted with the
charge of the roysl pleasure.grounds. 'We are therefore
strangers in this place, and heard nothing of the order till
you informed us of it.

CITAMBERLATN.
Well then, now you know it, take care you don’t continue
your preparations.
BOTH MAIDENS.
But tell us, kind sir, why has the king prohibited the usnal

festivities? "We are curious to hear, if we may.

SANUMATI, [ Asids.
Men are naturally fond of festive entertainments. There
must be some good rezson for the prohibition.

CHAMBERLAIN,
The whole affair is now public; why sbould I not speak
of it! Has not the gossip about the king's rejection of
Sakoontalé reached your ears yet ?

BOTH MAIDENE,
Oh yes, we heard the story from the king's brother-in-law,

us far, at least, ns the discovery of the ring.
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CHAMBERLAIN.
Then there is little more to tell you. As scon as the king’a

memory was restored by the sight of his own ring, he
exclaimed, ¢ Yes, it is all true. I remember now my secret
marriage with Sakoontali. When I repudiated her, I had
lost my recollection.! Ever since that moment, he has yielded
himself' a prey to the bitterest remorse.
He loathes his former pleasures; he rejects
The daily homage of his ministers.
Oxn his lone couch he tosses to and fro,
Courting repose in vain. 'Whene'er he meects
The ladies of hLis palace, and would fain -
Addrese them with politeness, he confounds
Their names; or, calling them ¢ éakoontalé,’
Is straightway gilent and abashed with shame.
. sAnumaTti, [Aaide.
To me this account is delightful.
UHAMBYRTATX,
In chort, the king is so completely out of his mind that the
feptival has been prohibited.
BOTE MAIDENB.
Perfoctly right.
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A VOICE BEHIND THR SCRYNES.

The king! the king! This way, sire, this way,

CHAMBERTAIN. [ Listening.
Oh! here comes his majesty in this direction. Puss on,
maidens; attend to your duties.

BOTH MATDENR.

We will, air. [ Ezeunt,

Entor King DusaYANTA, dressed in desp mourning, attendsd by

his Jestor, MiTBAVYA, and preceded by VeTRAVATI.

CHAMBEREATN. [ Gazing at the Kina,
Well, noble forms are eertainly pleasing, under all varieties
of outward circumstanees. Tho King's person is as charming
as ever, notwithetanding his sorrow of mind.
Though but & single golden bracelet spans
His waated arm ; though coetly ornaments
_Have given place to penitentiel weeds;
Though oft-repeated sighs have blanched his lips,
And robbed them of their bloom ; though sleepless care

And corking thought huve dimmed his beaming cye;
21
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Yet does his form, by its inherent lustre,
Dazzle the gaze; and, like a priceless gem
Committed to some cunning polisher,

row more effulgent by the loss of substance.

SANUMATI.
[Aside, Looking at the Kivo.,
Now that I have seer him, I can well understand why
Bakoontald sheuld pine after such a man, in epite of his
disdeinful rejection of her.

KING.
[ Walking slowly up and down in deep thought.

When fatal lethargy o’erwhelmed my soul,

My loved one strove to rouse me, but in vain :

And now when I would fain in slumber deep

Forget myeelf, full soon remorse doth wake me.

SANUMATL, [ Aside,
My poor Sakoontals’s sufferings are very similar.

MATHAVYA. [ Aside,
Ho is taken with another attack of this odious Sakoontald
fever. How shall we ever cure him ?
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CHAMBEELAIN. [ Approaching.

Victory to the King! Great Prince, the royal pleasure-
grounds have been put in order.  Your majesty can resort to
them for exercice and amusement whenever you think proper.

XING,

Vetravati, tcll the worthy Pisuna, my prime minister, from
me, that I am so exhausted by want of sleep that I cannot '
git on the judgment-seat to-day. If any cuse of importance
be brought before the tfribunal he must give it his best
attention, and inform me of the circumstances by lotter.

VETRAVATL.
Your majesty’s commands shall be obeyed. {Beit.
EING, [To the CaavDRELAIN,

And you, Vatiyana, may go about your own affairs.

CRAMBRERLAIN.
I will, Sire. [Ezie,
MATHAVYA.
Now that you have rid yourself of these troublesome
follows, you can' enjoy the delightful occolness of your
pleasure-grounds without interraption.
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KING.
Ah! my dear friend, there i§ an old adage—‘ When
afflietion has a mind to enter, she will find a crevice somae-
where’; and it is verified in me.
Scarce is my soul delivered from the cloud
That darkened its remembrance of the past,
When lo! the heart-born deity of love
With yonder blossom of the mango barbs
His keenest ghaft, and ajms it ot my breast.

MATHAVYA,
‘Well, then, wait a moment; I will soon demolish Master

Kamsa’s " arrow with a cui of my eane.
[Baics hit stick and strikes off the mango-blossom.

EING.

That will do. T see very well the god of Love is not a

match for a Brahmaon, And now, my dear friend, where

shall I sit down, that I may enchant my sight by gazing on

the twining plonts, which seem to remind me of the graceful
shape of my heloved }

MATHAVYA,
Do net you remember? you told your personsl attendant,



aer v} SAKGONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. 165

Chaturiké, you should pass the heat of the day in the jasmine
bower; and commended her to bring the likeness of your

queen Sakoontald, sketched with your own hand.

EKING.,
True. The sight of her picturc, will refresh my soul.
Lead the way to the arbour,
MATHAVYA.
This way, sirc.
[Both move on, foliowed by BANUMATL
MATHAVYA,
Here we are at the jasmine-bower. Louk, it has o marble
seat, and secms to bid ms welcome with its offerings of

delicious flowers. You heve only to enter and sit dowr,
. [Both enter and reat themselves:

SANUMATL [ Aside.
T will lean against these young jasmines. I can easily,
from behind them, glunce at my friend’s picture, and will
then hasten to inform her of her husband’s ardent affection.
' [Stands lsaning against the creepers.
KiNa,
Oh! my dear friend, how vividly all the circumstances

of my wnion with Sakoontald prescnt themselves to my
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recollection at this moment! But tel! me now how it was
that, between the time of my leaving her in the hermitage
and m.y subsequent rejection of her, you never breathed her
name to me? True, you were not by my side when I dis-
owned her; but I had confiled to you the story of my love
and you were acquainted with every particular. Did it pass

out of your mind se it did out of mine?

MATHAVYA.

No, no; trust me for that. But, if you remember, when
you had finished telling me about it, you added that I was
not to take the mtory in earnest, for that you were not really
in Iove with a country girl, but were only jesting; and I was
dull aod thick-headed emough to believe you. But so fate
decreed, and there is no help for it. *

SANTMATI, [ Asids.
Exactly.
EING. [ After deep thought.
My dear friend, suggest some relief for my misery.
MATHAVYA,
Come, come, cheer up; why do you give way? Such
woekness is unworthy of you. Great men never surrender



INTRODUCTION, XX

Every play opens with a prologue, or, to speak
more correctly, an introduction, designed to prepare
the way for the entrance of the dramatis persone. The
prologue commences with a. benediction or prayer
(pronounced by a BraAhman, or if the stage-manager
happened to- be of the Bréhmanical caste, by the
manager himself), in which ,the poet invokes the
favour of the national dcity in bebalf of the audience.
The blessing is generally followed by a dialogue be-
tween the manager and one or two of the actors, in
which an account is given of the author of the drama,
a complimentary tribute is paid to the critical acumen
of the spectators, and such a reference is made to past
occurrences or present circumstances as may be neces-
sary for the elucidation of the plot. At the conclusion
of the prologue, the manager, by some abrupt exclama-
tion, adroitly introduces one of the dramatic personages,
and the real performance commences.

The play, being thus openced, is carried forward in
scenes and acts; each scene being marked by the
entrance of one character and the exit of another, as
in the French drama. 'The dramatis persone were
divided into three classes—the inferior characters
(nicha), who were said to speak Prékyit in a monoto-
nous unemphatic tone of voice (anuddttoktyd); the
middling (madhyama), and the superior (pradhdna),
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themselves to uncontrolled grief. Do not mountaing remain
unshaken even in a gale of wind?

KING,
How can I be otherwise than inconsolable, when I call to
mind the agonised demeancur of the dear one on the occasion
of my disowning her ?
When eruelly I spurned her from ray presence,
Bhe fain had:left me; but the young recluse,
Stern as the Sage, and with aathority
As from his saintly master, in a voice
That brooked not contradiction, bade her stay.
Then through her pleading eyes, bedimmed with tears,
She cast on me ong long reproachful look,
Which like a poiscned shaft torments me still.

SANUMATI, [Aeide,
Alas! puch is the force of self-reproach following a rash
action. But his anguish only rejoices me.

MATHAVYA.
Axn idea has just struck me, I should not wonder if some
celestial being had carried her off to heaven.
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XING,

Very likely. ‘Who else would have dared to lay a finger
on & wife, the idol of her hushand ? Tt is said that Menaka,
the nymph of heaven gave her birth. The suspicion has
certainly crossed my mind that some of her celestial com-

panions may have taken her to their own abode.

SANUMATI.
His present recollection of every circumstance of her history
does not surprise me so much na his former forgetfulness.
MATHAVYA.
If that's the case, you will be certain fo meet her before
long.
EING.
Why?
HMATHAVYA.
No father and mother can endure to see a daughter suffering
the pain of separation from her husband.

EING.
Oh! my dear Mithavya,
'Was it a dream ? or did some magic dire,
Dulling my senses with a strange delusion,
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(Ycrcome my spirit? or did destiny,

Jealous of my good actions, mar their fruit,
And rob me of their guerdon? It is past,
‘Whate'er the spell that bound me. Once agrin
Am I awake, but only to behold

The precipice o’er which my hopes have fallen.

MATHVAYA.
Do not despair in this manncr. Is not this very ring a
proof that what has been lost may be unexpectedly found ?

EING, [Gasing at the ring,
Ah! this ring, t00, has fallen from a station whick it will
not easily regain, and deserves all my sympathy.

O gem, deserved the punishment we suffer,

And equal is the merit of our works,

When such our common doom. Thou didat enjoy

The thrilling contact of those slender fingers,

Bright as the dawn ; and now how changed thy lot!

SANUMATE, [Aaids,
Had it found its way to the hand of any other persom,
then indeed its fate would have been deplorable,
2%
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MATHAVYA.

Pray, how did the ring ever come upon her hand ut all P

SANTMATI, [ Auide.

I myself am enrious to know.

KIKG.

You shall hear. When I was leaving my beloved
Sakoontald, that I might return to my own capital, she
said to me, with tears in her eyes, ‘ How long will it be
ere my lord rend for me to his paluce snd make me his
gueen

M.i'gn;v‘u. .

Well, what was your reply ¥

KING.
Then I placed the ring on her finger, and thus nddressed
her—
| Repeat cach day ono letter of the name
Eﬁgraven on this gem ; ere thou hast reckoned
The tale of syllables, my minister .
Shall eome to lead thee to thy husband’s palace.

But, hard-hearted man that I was, I forgot to fulfil my pro-
mise, owing to the infatnation that took possession of me.
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SANDMATIL. [Aside.
A plessant urrangement! Fate, however, ordained that
the appointment should net be kept.

wLTHAVYA.
But how did the ring coutrive to pass into the stomach of
that carp which the fisherman caught and was cutting up ?

EING.

It must have slipped from my Sakoontals’s hand, and
follen into the strenm of the Ganges, while she was offering
homage to the water of Sachf’s holy pool.

MATHAYYA.
Very likoly,
sANTMAT. [ Aside.

Hence it happened, 1 suppose, that the king, always fearful
of committing the Ieast injustice, came to doubt his marriage
with my poor Sukoontali. But why should affection so
strong as his stand in need of uny token of recognition ?

KNG,

Let me now address a few words of reproof to this ring.

MATHAVYA. [ sicle.
He is going aturk mad, I verily believe.
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XING.
Hear me, thou dull und undiscerning bauble !
Yor so it argues thee, that thou couldst leave
"The slender fingers of her hand, to sink
Beneath the waters. Yet what marvel is it
That thou showldst lack discernment? let me rather
Heap curses on myself, who, though endowed
'With reason, yet rejected her I loved.
MATHAVYA, [ALaide,
And so, I suppore, I must stand here to be deveured by
hunger, whilst he goes on in this sentimental strain.

KING,
O forsaken one, unjustly banishod from my presence, take
pity on thy slave, whose heart is consumed by the fire of
romorse, and refurn to my sight.

Enter CEATURIEA hurrisdly, with a picture i her hand.
UHATURIKA.
Here is the Queen’'s portrait. {Shows the picture,
MATHAVYA.
Excellent, my dear friend, excellent! The imitation of
aature is porfect, and the attitude of the figures ix really
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charming. They stand out in such bold relief that the oye
in quite deceived.
SANUMATI. [Aside.
A most artistic performence! I admire the king's skill,
and could almost believe that é:fkoontalé horself was before
me.
EING. _
I own 'tis not amiss, though it pourtrays
But feebly her angelic lovelinesa,
Aught less than perfect is depicted falsely,
Aund fancy must supply the imperfoction.

s{NTMATL [Aside,
A very just remark from a modest man, whose affection is

exugperated by the keenness of his remorse.

MATHAVYA,

Tell me,—7T1 seec three fomale figurcs drawn on the
canvas, and all of them beautiful; which of the three is ber
majesty, Sakoontald ?

BANUMATL, [ Asids.

If he cannot distinguish her from the others, the simpleton
might as well havo no eyes in his head,
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Which should you imagine to be intended for her?

MATHAVYA,

She who is leaning, appercntly a Liftle tired, aguinst the
stem of that mango-tree, the tender leaves of which glitter
with the wator she hes pourcd upon them. Her arms are
gracefully cxtended; her face is somewhat flushed with the
beut; and o few Howers have escaped from her huir, which hos
become unfastened, and hangs in leose tresses about her neck.
That must be the queen Sakoontul4, and the others, I pre-

sume, are her two attendunts,

1 congratulate you on your discernment. Bcehold the proof
of my passion ;
My finger, burning with the glow of love,™
Haus left its impress on the painted tablet;
‘While here and there, alas! a scalding tear
Has fallen on the check and dimmed its brightness.
Chaturikd, the garden in the buck-ground of the picture
is only hulf-painted. Go, feteh the brush that I may
finish it.
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CHATURIEA.
Worthy Mithavys, have the kinducss fo hold the picture
until I return.
KINt,
Nay, T will ht;ld it mysel€, . [ Tukes the picture,
[ Exit Cuarvsika.
KING.
My loved one eame but lately to iy presence
And offered me hemelf, but in my folly
I spurned the gift, and now I fondly cling
To her mere image; cvon as o madman
Would pass the waters of the gushing stream,

And thirst for airy vapours of the desert.™

MATHAVYA.  [dside.

He hos been fool cnough to forege the reality for the

semblance, tho substance for the shedow. [4iwd] Tell us,
I pray, what elsc remaine to be painted.

SARTMATE, : [Asige.
He longs, no doubt, to delineate some favourite spot where
my dear Sakoontalé delighted to rambie.
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. RING.
Yon shall hear—
T wigh to sce the Milinf pourtrayed,
Its tranqnil course by banks of sand impeded :
TUpon the brink a pair of swans : beyond,
The hills adjacent to Himdlaya,®
Btudded with deer; and, near the spreading shade
Of gome large tree, where 'mid the branches hang
The hermits' vests of bark, s tender doe,
Rubbing its downy forehead on the horn
Of a black antelope, should be depicted.

MATHAVYA. [ Asice.

Pooh ! if I were he, I would fill up the vacant apaces with
& lot of grizzly-bearded old hermits.

XING,
My dear Mathavya, there is still 2 part of Sskoontald’s
drepa which I purposed to draw, but find I have omitted.

MATHAVYA.
What ia that ?
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music. 'The drama of these carly times was probably
nothing more than a species of rude pantomime, in
which music and dancing were accompanied by
mute gesticulation. There is little trace of real
dramatic dialogue until the second century ».c., and
the art of theatrical representation was not brought to
perfection till the cra of Vikraméditya. In India, as
in Greece, scenic entertainments took place at religious
festivals, and on solemn public occasions. Kdliddsa’s
¢ Bakoontald® seems to have been acted at the com-
mencement of the summer-season—a period peculiarly
sacred to Kéma-deva, the Indian god of Love. We
are told that it was enacted before an audience ‘con-
sisting chiefly of men of education and discernment.’
As the greater part of every play was written in
Sanskrit, which, although spoken in some portion of
India at a remote period, was certainly mot the
vernacular language of the country at the time when
the Hindd dramas were performed, few spectators
would be present who were not of the learned and
educated classes, This circumstance is in accordance
with the constitution of Hindd society, whereby the
productions of literature, as well as the oflices of state,
were reserved for the privileged castes.*

* Sse Wilson's  Hinda Theate” p. xiii,
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I3 *

SANTUMATI. [Aside.
Something soitable I suppose, to the simple attire of =
young and beautiful girl dwelling in a forest.

A sweet Sirfsha-blossom should be twined
Behind her ear,” its perfumed crest depending
Towards her cheek; and, resting on her bosom,
A lotus-fibre necklace, soft and bright

As an anturmal moon-begm, should be traced.

MATHAVYS,

Pmy why does the Queen cover her lips with the tips of
herﬂ.ngem,bnghtaathablossomofahly,a_slfuhewm
afraid of something? [Zooking more closely). Oh! I ses; #
vagabond bee, intent on thieving the honey of flowers, has
mistaken her mouth for a rose-bud, and is trying to settle
upon it, '

XiNe. ,
" A bee! drive off the impudent insect, will you ?

auhymavya,
Thet's your business. Yourroynlpmogahvapmyou

poweroveralluﬁandm
23
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- KIN®,
~ Very true. Listen to me, thou favourite guest of flowering
plants; why give thyself the trouble of hovering herc ?
Bee where thy partver sits on yonder flower,
And waits for thee ere she will sip its dew.

SANUMATIL. L [Aaide,

A most polite way of warning him off'!

MATHRAVYA.
You'll yfind the obstinate eresture is not to be sent about
hig buginess so easily as you think.

KING. :
Dost thon presume to disobey ! Now hear me—
An thon but touch the lips of my beloved,
Sweet as the opening blossom, whenoe T quaffed
In happier days love’s nectar, I will place thee
Within the hollow of yon lotus cup, .
And there imprison theo for ‘thy presumption.

. MATHAYYA,

He must be bold mdaadmttuahow myfearwhemyou

thi'eaten him with such ana.wﬁll punishment, [Mw aaide],
Hemslmrkmmd that’s dlear; and I believe, by keeping
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him compuny, I am beginning to talk almost as wildly.
[4ioud]. Look, it is only a painted bee.

Painted ? impossible !

sANUMATL, [Avide.
Even T ¢id not perceive it; how. much less should he!

EIR6.
Oh! my dear friend, why were youaoﬂl-natured as to tell
me the treth ?
While, all entranced, I gazed upon her picture,
My loved one seemed to live before my eyes,
Till every fibre of my being thrilled
With rapturous emotion. Oh! *twas orucl
To dissipute the day-dream, and transform
The blissful vision to  lifeleds imege. .
[8heds toars::
sinomanri. [dnide,
Beparated lovers are very diffionlt to please but. he seems
more diffiult than unual
IING. - ' :
Akas!mydea:lﬁthavya, why sm 1 doamed tobathe.
'victim of parpetusl disappointment ?
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Vain is the hope of meeting her in dreams,
* For slamber night by night forsakes my couch :
And now that I would faitt assuage my grief
By gazing on her portrait here before me, -
" Tears of despairing love obacare my sight.
siwvaant. [ i,
You have made ample amendsforthewmgyondxd
Sakomta]é in disowning her.
x : OHATURIEA. - [Entering,
Victory to the King! I was coming along with the box of
eolours in my hand— : : .
‘What now ?

»

. 'When I met the Queen Vasumsatf, attended by'Taraliki
J‘Shemam’bodontahngltfmmme, a.nddeclaredshewould
haraa]fdehvan{: mtoyour)[agaety’ahmds

MATHAVYA., .
Bywhatlunkdldyoutoeonhweﬁomapehem? S
: cnumnxj :
'Whilelm,ﬁné was disanﬁagmg her mmﬂe whiah had
".'cwghtinthebmnohohshrdb,lmawny o b
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.. KINe.

Hera my good friend, take the pioture and conceal it,

My ottentions to the Queen have made her prasumptuous
Bho will be here in & minute.

’

. . MATHAVEA. :

QOonoeal the picture! conoeal myself, you mean. [Gstting wp
and taking the pistwrs]. The Queen has ¢ bitter draught in store
for you, which you will have to swallow s Sive did the
poison at the Deluge.® When you are well quit of her, you
may send and call me from the Palace of Clouds,” where I
shall take refuge. . [Brit, 1

SANUMATE, [Lsido,

Although the King's affoctions are transforred to another
objeot, yet he respects his provious attachments. I fear his
love xust be somewhat fickle. '

VETRAVATE, . '
_ ' [Buteving with a dispaick s her Aowd.
. Vieboq;o.thaxing! ' o
X,
Vmaﬁ,ﬁ:dponobmvetheﬂmen%smﬂeomngm
his dirootion '
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VETRAVATI.
T did; but when she saw that I had a despatch in my
hend for your Majesty, she turned back.

KING.
The Queen has too much regard for propriety to interrupt
me when I am engaged with efate-nffairs.

VETBAVATI.

So please your Majesty, your Prime Minister begs respect-
folly to inform you that he has devoted much time to the
sottloment of financial caleulations, and only onme dase of
importance hes been submitted by the citizens. for his con-
gideration. He has made a written report of the fhcts, and
requests your Majesty to cast your eyes over it.

Hand me the paper. {VETRAVATI delivers it.

KING, . [Rsading.

‘What have we hero? ‘A merchant named Dhanamitra,
trading by sca, was lost in o late vhipwreck. Though a
wealthy trader, he was childless; snd the wholo of his
immensc property becomes by law forfeited to the king.’
So wiites the minister. Alas! alas! for his childlessmess!
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But surely, if ho was wenlthy, he must have had many

wives. Let an inquiry be made whether any one of them
is expecting to give birth to a child.
VETBAVATI,

They say that his wife, the daughter of the foreman of

a guild belonging to Ayodhyi*® has just ('ompleted the

coremonics usual upon such expectations.

KING,
The unborn child has a title to his father’s property. Such
is my docreo. Go, bid my minister proclaim it so.

VETRAVATL.
I will, my liege. - ' [ Gloing.
KING. '
ftay a moment,
' . VETRAVATL.

T am st your Mejesty’s rervice.
KING,
Let there be no question whether he may or may not
have left offapring;
Rather be it proclaimed that whosoe'er
Of King Dushysnta’s subjects be bereaved
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Of any loved relation, an it be not

" That his estates are forfeited for crimes,
Dushyanta will himself to them supply
That kinsmen's place in tenderest affection.

" VRTRAVATI.

1t shall be so proclaimed.
[ Exit VRTBAVATI, and re-smifer

after an inteveal,
 VETRAVATE.
Your l{a]eﬁty's proclamation was veceived with accla-
mations of joy, like grateful rain at the right season.
KING. [Draswing & desp sigh.
8o then, the property of rich men, who have no lineal
descendenta, passes over to a stranger at their decesse. And
such, alas! must be the fafe of the fortunes of the race of
Poru at my death; evenaswhenferﬁleaoﬂmsownmth
peed at the wrong semson. -
VETRAVATL,
Heaven forbid!.

_ Foolthstlwastoregeotmohhappmesswhenztoﬂ’emd
iteelf for my acceptande! - ° . :



INTRODUCTION, XX

Every play opens with a prologue, or, to spesk
more correctly, an introduction, designed to prepare
the way for the entrance of the dramatss personce. The
prologue commences with a. benediction or prayer
(pronounced by a Bréhman, or if the stage-manager
happened to- be of the Bréhmanical caste, by the
manager himself), in which the poet invokes the
favour of the national deity in behalf of the audience.
The blessing is generally followed by a dialogue be-
tween the manager and one or two of the actors, in
which an account is given of the author of the drama,
a complimentary tribute is paid to the eritical acumen
of the spectators, and such a reference is made to past
occurrences or present circumstances as may be neces-
sary for the elucidation of the plot. At the conclusion
of the prologue, the manager, by some abrupt exclama-
tion, adroitly introduces one of the dramatic personages,
and the real performance commences.

The play, being thus opened, is carried forward in
scenes and acts; ecach scene being marked by the
entrance of onc character and the exit of another, as
in the French drama. The dremaiis persone were
divided into three classes-—the inferior characters
(nicha), who were said to speak Prékrit in 2 monoto-
nous unemphatic tone of voice (enuddttokiyd); the
middling (madhyama), and the superior (pradhdéna),
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' R

BARUMATI. [ Axids.

He may well blame hia own folly when he calls fo mind
his treatment of my beloved Sakoontals.

. KING. -
Ah! woe is me! when I forsook my wife—
My lawful wife—concealed within her breast
There lay my second self, & child unbam;
Hope of my race, ¢’en a5 the choicest fruit
Lies hidden in tho bosom of the earth.
SANUMATL, [dvide,
There is no fear of your race being cut off for want of
& som.
CHATURIEA. [Arids to VETRATATL
The effair of the merchant’s death has quite upset our
royal master, and caused him sad digtress. Had you not
better feich the worthy Méthavys from the Palace of Clouds
to comfort him ?
vErEAvAsE, .
A very good ides. [ Buit.
R -. . | — o
~Alas! the shades of my forefathers are even now beginting
: %
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to be alarmed, lest at my death they may be deprived of their
funeral libations.

No son remains in Xing Dushyanta's place

To offer sacred homage to the dead

Of Puru’a noble line: my ancestors

Must drink these glistening tears, the last Libation™

A childless man can ever hope to make them.

[ Fatin doser: in an agong of grief.

CHATURIES,
_ [Looking at himn in sonsiernation.
Great King, compose yourself.

BANUMATL. ' [Arida.

Alaa! alas! though & bright light is shining near him, he
is involved in the blackest darkness, by reason of the veil
that obecures his eight. I will now reveal all, and put an end
to his misery. But tio; I heard the mother of the grest
Indre," when she wés consoling Sakoontalé, say, that the
gods will soom bring about e joyful union between husband
and wife, being eager for the sacrifios which will be celebrated
in their honour on the occasion. I must not enticipate the
happy moment, but will return ot once fo my dear fiiend
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and cheer her with an account of what I havd seen and
heard. . [ Risos alaft and disappears.
A VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES.
Help! help! to the resene!

" [Recovering himsclf. Listening.
He! I heard a ory of distress, and in Méthavya's voice
to0. What ho there! "
. VETRAVATL. [Bntering.
~ Your friend is in danger; save him, great King.
KING.
Who dares insult the worthy Mathavya®
VRTRAVATL
‘Home evil demon, invisible to human eyes, has seized
him, end carried him to one of the turrets of the Palace of
Clouds. '

KIN@. [ Rising.
Imposaible! Have evil spirite power over my subjects,
even in my private apartments? - Well, weli,—
Daily I scem less able to avert .
‘Misfortune from myself, and o'er my actions
* Less competent to exercise comtrol; = -
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* How can I then direct my subjects’ ways,
© 'Or shelter them from tyranny and wrong?
A VOICK BEEIND TEX SOENES
Halloo there! my dear friend ; help! help!

KING, [Adeancing with rapid sivides.
“Fear nothing——
| XHE SAME VOIOR BERIND YHE SCENES.
Fear nothing, indeed! How can T help fearing when
some monster is twisting back my neck, andiﬁabout fo map
it-as he would o sugar-cene?

EING. [Leoking round.
What ho there! my how.

SLAVE. [Entmny with a dow,
Behold your bow, gire, and your arm-guard.
| [Te bing enstabes wp the dows and arvows,
ANOTHER VOICE BEHIND THE GCENES.
ere, thireting for thy life-blood, will I slay thes,
As a fievoe tiger rends his struggling prey.
Callmwthyﬂieﬁﬁbuuhmmtothyaid; B
His bow is mighty to defend the weak ;
- Yot all its yaunted power ghall beas nought.
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KIXG. _ [t fury.

What! dares he defy me to my face? Hald there,

monster! FPrepare to die, for your time is come. [Stringing
hiz dow). Vetravaif, load the way to the terrace.

VETRAVATE.
This way, sire. [ ZRhey advancs in Aaste.
. XING. [Looking on every side.
How's this? there is nothing to be seen.

A YOICE BEHIND THE SCENES,

Help! Bave me! I can eee you, though you cannot see
me. I am like a mouse in the claws of a cat; my life is not
worth a minute’s purchase.

XIne,

Avaunt, monster! You may pride yourself on the magic
that renders yon invisible, but my arrow shall find you out.
Thus do I fix & chaft

' That shall discern betwesn an impious demon
And & good Brihman ; bearing death to thee,
To bim deliverance—even as the swan
Dmhugumhes tho milk from worthless water, '™
' [Tokes siom.
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Fntor Mitars,'® Aolding MATHAVYA, whom Ao relogess.
= wizar, |
Turn thou thy deadly arrows on the demons;

" Soch is the will of Indra ; let thy bow
Be dr.awn against the enemies of the gods;
But on thy friends cast only looks of favour.
KING. [Putting back his arvoer.
What, Matali ] ‘Welcome, most noble charioteer of the
mighty Indre.’
MATHAVYA.

8o, here is a monster who thought as little about slaughter-
ing me s if I had been & bullock for sacrifice, and you must.
’ &'en greet him with a welcome.

. MATALI [Bmiling.

Great Prince, hear on what errand Indrs sent me into

your presence.
KINe.

T am all attention.

¥iTaLyn

There is & race of giants, the descendants of Kélancml'“’

whom the qus find diffienlt to subdue.

XI%¢, -
- .So,I_-im’e al_r'e_ady heard from Nérads,™,
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MiTALT.

Heaven's mighty lord, who deigns to call thee * friend,’

Appoints thee to the poet of highest honour,

As leader of his armies; and commits

The subjugation of this giant bréod

To thy resistless arms, o’en as the sun

Leaves the pale moon to dissipate the darkness.
Lot your Majesty, therefore, ascend at once the celestial car
of Indra; and, grasping your arms, advance to vietory.

XING.

The mighty Indra honours me too highly by such a mark
of d:mt:mctaon But tell me, what made you aect thus towards
my poor friend Mathavys ?

_ MATALY,
" I will tell you. Perceiving that your Majesty’s spirit was
completely broken by some distress of mind under which you
werelabouring,Ideterminedtomnseyourmergieaby
moving you to anger. Booause
.To light a flame, we need but stir the embers ;
The cobra, when ineensed, extends hia hesd
 And springs upon his foe; the bravest men
Display their courage only when pmvoknd
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KING, [Aride to MiTmATYA,
l[y dear Mithavys, the commands of the great Indra must

not be left unfulfilled. Go you and scquaint mmy minister,
Pisunn, with whet has happened, and say to him from me,
Dushyants to thy care confides his realm—
Prot&t with all the vigour of thy mind
The interests of my people; while my bow
Is braced ageinst the enemies of heaven.

MATEAVYA.
I obey. : [Eeit.
MATALL ' .
_ Agoend, illustrious Prince. (The E1xo asends ths car,

[Eresmt,
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ACT VIL
ScenE.— 71 Shy. e

Enter Kina Dusnvaxea and MATatt in the car of Indra,

moving i the air.

RING.

My good Maétali, it appears o me incredible that I can
merit such a mark of distinetion for having simply fulfilled
the behesta of the great Indra.

MATALIL. [Bumiting.
Great Prince, it seema fo me that neither of yon is satisfied
with himself,

You underrate the service you have rendered,
Axnd think too highly of the god's rewand :
He deems it soarce sufficient reéompeme
For your heroic deeds on his behalf.
T . XING,
Nay, Mitali, say not so. My most ambitions expectations
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were movre than realised by the honour conferred o me at the
moment when I feok my leave. For,
Tinged with celestial sandal, from the breest '
Of the great Indra, where before it hung,
A garland of the ever-blooming tree '
" Of Nandana ' was east about my neok
By his own hand : while, in the very presence
Of the assembled gods, I was enthroned
Bewide their mighty lord, who smiled to see
His son Jayanta ' envious of the honour. -
| MATALT.
There is no mark of distinetion which your mojesty does’
not deserve at the hands of the immortals, See,
Heaven's hosts acknowledge thee their second saviour;
¥or now thy bow’s unerring shafts (as erst
The lion-man’s terrific claws,'™) have purged
. The empyreal sphere from taint of demons foul.
. ) ma_ : B .
The praise of my viotory must be aseribed to the majesty
of Indra. - .' L
When-mighty gols make men their delogates =
" In marfial enterprise, to them bcl@ngs SR
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who were said to speak Sanskrit with accent, emphasis,
and expression (uddtioktyd). In general, the stage is
never left vacant till the end of an act, nor does any
change of locality take place until ther, The commence-
ment of a new act is often marked, like the commencement
of the piece, by an intreductory monologue or dialogue
spoken by one or more of the dramatis personce, and
called Vishkambha or Pravesaka. In this scene allu-
sion is frequently made to events supposed to have
occurred in the interval of the acts, and the audience
is the better prepared to take up the thread of the
story, which is then skilfully carried on to the con-
cluding scene. The piece closes, as it began, with a
prayer for national plenty and prosperity, addressed to
the favourite deity, and spoken by one of the principal
personages of the drama,

Although, in the conduct of the plot, and the
delineation of character, the Hindd dramatists show
considerable skill, yet they do not appear to have been
remarkable for much fertility of invention. Love,
according to Hind& notioms, is the subject of most
of their dramas, The hero, who is generally a king,
and already the husband of a wife or wives (for a wife
or two more or less is no encumbrance in Indian
plays), is suddenly smitten with the charms of a lovely
woman, sometimes a nymph, or, as in the case of
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The palm of vietory; and not to mortals.
Could the pale Dawn dispel the shades of night,
Did not the god of day, whose diadem
Is jewelled with a thousand beams of light,
Place him in front of his effulgent car? '
MATAEL,
A very just comperison. [Dwiving on] Great King, behold!
the glory of thy fame has reached even to the vault of heaven,
Hark! yonder inmates of the starry sphere
Bing anthems worthy of thy martial deeds,
While with celestial colours they depict
The story of thy victories on serolls
Foméd of the leaves of heaven's immortal frees.

© My good Miiali, yesterday, when I ascended the aky, I

Was 80 eager todobaﬁﬂewith the demons, that the road by

which we were travelling towards Indra’s heaven escaped my

observation, Tell me, in which path of the seven winds are

we new moving ?. ' ‘ '

: S , MATALL

.~ We journey in the path of Parivaha; - -

The wind that bears along the friple Ganges,®
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And causes Urssa’s seven stars to roll

In their appointed orbits, scattering

Their several rays with equal distribution.
'Tis the same path that once was sanctified

By the divine impression of the foot

Of Vishnu, when, to conquer haughty Bali,
He spanned the heavens in his seoond stride.'

KING,

This is the reason, I suppose, that a sensation of calm
repose pervades all my senses. [Lwlhgdomaemm]
Ah! Métali, wo are descending t.owarda the earth’s etmo-.
sphere.

| MATALL
What mai;aa_ you think so

_ : © EING.
 The car iteelf instructs me; we are moving :
O’erpmegnmtelnuda,eurchargedmthrmn, below us
Iseethemouh:re-lovmgmxétaku“’
'Inspomveﬁghtdartﬂuoughthespokm the stoeds .
. -Of Indraslnﬁenmththehghhmg’sﬂuh
' And 8 thick mist bodews the cireling wheels.
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MATALI.
You are right; in a littla whils the chariot will touch the
ground, and you will be in your own dominions.
KING. [Loohny down.
Hogwondelful is the appearmuce of tho eamrth a8 we
rapidiy descend! '
Stupendous prospect! yonder lofty hills
Do suddenly uprear their towering heads
Amid the plain, while from beneath their'creste
The ground receding sinks; the trees, whose stems
Soemed lately hid within their leafy tresses, '
Rise into elevation, and display
Their branching shoulders; yonder streams, whose waters,
Likesilverthreads,butnowwméc&reel);seen, :
Grow into mighty rivers; lo! the earth
' Svemns upward hurled by some gigantic power.

MATALY.
Well described! {Zooking with awe.) Grand, mdeed and
lovﬂymthespmtmlapremmedbytheearﬂl
ETNG. g

" Tell mc,l[ntah what is that range ofmaountmns whjch,
like a hank of clouds llwmined by the sefting sun, pours
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down s etream of geld? On cne side its buse dips into the
eastern ocean, and on the other side into the western.
MATALT.

Great Prince, it is called °Golden-peak,’ ™ end is tho
abode of the attendants of the god of Wealth. In thgs spot
the highest forms of penance are wrought out.

There Kagyaps,™ the great progenitor
.Of demons and of gods, himself the offspring
Of the divine Marichi, Brahma's son,
With Aditi, his wife, in calm seclusion,
Does holy penance for the good of mortals.
_ ' KING. _

Then I must not neglect so good an opportunity of cbtuin-
ing his blessing. I should muech like to visit this venerable
- personage and offer him my homsge.

. " MATATI.
By all means. An excellent idea! |
' [ Guides tho car to the earih.
EER L. KTR@. [i’n a_to_gw"gf roonder,
lIow'sthh? o .
.. Oumr chamt ‘wheels move iwlsalosaly Around
.., No'clouds of dtist atise; 10 shock betokenod
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Our contact with the earth ; we seem to glide
Above the ground, so lightly do we touch it.

. HATALI,
Such is tho difference between the car of Indra and that of

your majesty.
EING. _
In which direction, Métali, is Kasyapa's sacred retreat ?

MATALI ' [ Pointing.
Wﬁere standa yon anchorite, towards the orb
Of the meridian sun, immoveable
As n tree’s stem, his body half-concealed
By a huge ant-hill. Round about his breast
No eacred cord is twined,"® but in it stead
A hideous serpent’s gkin. In place of necklace,
The terdrils of a withered creeper chafe
His wastod neck, His matted hair depends
In thick entanglement about hia shoulders,
And birds coqstruct their nests within 113 folda. s

. ) : nxa. : 'y r.
; I selute, thee, thou man of auntere devotiodt,
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MATALL
[ Molding in the reine of the enr,
Great Prince, we are now in the sacred grove of the holy
Kaéyapa—the grove that boasts as its ormament one of the
five treer of Indra’s heaven, reared hy Aditi.
KING.
This sacred retreat is more delightfol than heaven iself.
T could almost fancy myself bathing in a pool of nectar.

MATALL [Stepping the chariot,
Descend, mighty Prince.
. KING. [ Descending.
And what will you do, MAtali?
MATALI,

The charict will remain where I have stopped it. We may
both descend. [Doing ».] This way, great King. '[ Walking on.]
You see around you the celebrated region where the hohest
sagea devote themselves to penitential rites.

T am filled with awe and wonder as I gaze.
In such a plaoe as this do saints of earth
Long to complete their acts. of penance; here,
Beneath the shade of everlasting trees,



aor vl SAKOONTATA; OR, THE LOST RING, 201

Tronsplanted from the groves of Paradise,
May they inhale the balmy air, and need

No other ﬁourishment; 1 here may they bathe
In fountaine spurkling with the golden dust

Of lilies ; here, on jewelled slabs of marble,
In meditation rapt, may théy recline ;

Here, in the presence of cclestial nymphs,

E'en passion’s voice ia powerless to move them.

MATALT,

8o frue is it that the aspirations of the good and great are
ever soaring upwards. [Tursing round and spealing off the stage.)
Tell me, Vriddha-sikalys, how is the divine son of Marfchi
now engaged ? What sayest thou? that he is conversing
with Aditi and some of the wives of the great sages, and that
they are questioning him respecting the duties of a faithful
wife ?

EING. [ Zéstoning

Then we must await the holy father’s leisure. '

uiTary, [Zooking at the Kxxa,
If your majesty will rest under the shade, at the foot of
this Asoke-tree, I will seek an opportunity of announcing
your arrival to Indra’s reputed father.
' 26
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XING.
As you think propor, _ [ Remaine wnder the tres,
MATALI, '
Groat King, 1 go. [ Erit,
XING. [ Feeling ﬁu arui throb,

‘Wherefore this sauscless throbbing, O mine srm?
All hope has fled for ever; mock moe not
‘With presages of good, when happiness
Is lost, and nought but misery remains.
A YOICE BEHIND THE BCENES.
Be not so nasughty. Do you hogin already to show a
refractory apirit ?
EINe. ' [ Listening,
/ This is no place for petulance. Who cun it be whose
behaviour oalls for such a rebuke? [Zooking i the divection of
the sound and emiting] A child, init? closely attended by two
haly women. His disposition seems anything but child-like.
Sce,
He bravea the fury of yon lioness
Buckling its savage offspring, and compels
The angry whelp fo leave the belf-sucked dug,
Tearing its tender maue in boistorous sport.
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Fnter a Onreo, attended by Two Wonen of the hermitage, tn
the manner described.

CHILD. )

Open your mouth, my young lion, I want to count yeur

teeth. T i
) FIRST ATTENDANT.

You naughty child, why do you teaze the animals?  Know
you not that we cherish them in this hermitage s if they were
our own children? In good sooth, you have a high spirit
of your own, and are beginning already to do justice to the
name Sarva-damana (All-taming), given you by the hermits.

KING,

Strange! My heart inclines towards the boy with almost
us much affcetion ns if he were my own child. What cax be
the reason? 1 suppose mj own childlessness makes me yearn
towards the sons of others.

h SECOND ATTENDANT.

This Lioness will certainly attack you if you do not release
her whelp.

. CHILD. [ Zoughing.
"Ob! indeed! let her come. Much I fear her, to be eure!
¢ [ Pouts his under-lip in dafiance.
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KING.
The germ of mighty courage lies concenled
Within this noble infant, like 2 spark
Bencath the fnel, waiting but o breath
T'o ian the flame and raise a conflagration.
¥IEST ATTENDANT.
Tet the young lion go, like-a dear child, and T will give
you something else o play with. :

CHILD.
Where is it?  Give it me first. [Stretehes out his hand.
KING., [ Zocking at hix hand.

How's this? His hand exhibits onc of those mystic
marks ® which are the sure progunostic of uwniversel cmpive.
8ee !

His fingers strefched in eager expectation
To grasp the wished-for toy, and knit together
By a closa-woven wcb, in shape resemble
A lotus blossom, whose expanding petals
The early dawn hag only half unfolded.
' SECOND ATTERDANT.

We shall nover pacify him by mere words, dear Suvratd.

Be kind enough fo go to my cottage, and you.will find there
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‘Sakoontals,’ the daughter of a nymph by a mortal
father. The hcroine is required to be equally im-
pressible, and the first tender glance from the hero’s
eye reaches her heart. With true feminine delicacy,
however, she locks the secret of her passion in her
own breast, and by her coyness and reserve keeps her
lover for a long period in the agomies of suspense.
The hero, being reduced to a proper state of despera-
tion, is harassed by other difficulties. Either the
celestial nature of the nymph is in the way of their
union, or he doubts the legality of the match, or he
fears his own unworthiness, or he is hampered by the
angry jealousy of a previous wife. In short, doubts,
obstacles and delays make great havoc of both hero
and heroine, They give way to melancholy, indulge
in amorous rhapsodies, and become very emaciated.
So far, it must be confessed, the story is decidedly
dull, and its pathos, notwithstanding the occasional
grandeur and beauty of the imagery, often verges on the
ridiculous. But, by way of relief, an element of life is
generally introduced in the character of the Vidiishaka,
or Jester, who is the constant companion of the hero;
and in the young maidens, who are the confidential
friends of the heroine, and soon become possessed of
her secret. By a curious regulation, the Jester is
always a Bréhman, and, thereforc of a caste superior
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o plaything belonging to Mirkindeya, one of the hermit’s
children, It is a peacock made of Chinu-ware, painted in
many colours. Bring it here for the child.

FIRST ATFENDANT.
Very well. . [Exie.
CHILD,
No, no; I shall go on playing with the young lion.
[Looks at the Femare ATTENDANT and loughs,
KING.
T fect an unsecountadle affection for this wayward child.
How blessed the virtnéus parents whose ubtire
Is soiled with dust, by raising from the ground
The child that asks a refuge in their arms !
And happy are they while with lisping prattle,
In aceents sweotly inarticulate,
He chorms their ears; and with his artless smiles
Gladdons their hearts,™® rovealing to their gaze
His tiny teeth just budding into view.,
ATTENDANT.
I_ I see haw it is. He pays me no mauner of attention.

[ Lovking off the stije.] 1 wonder whether uny of the hermits
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are about here. [Seeing the Kva.] Kind sir, could you come
hither & moment and help me to release the young lion from
the clutch of this child, who is teazing him in boyish play?
KING. [Approgehing and emiling.
Listen to me, thou child of a mighty saint.
Dost thou dare show u wayward spirit here ?
Here; in this hallowed region? Take thou heed
Lest, as the sorpent’s young defiles the sandal,™
Thou bring dishonour on the holy sago,
Thy tender-hearted parcat, who delights
To ehield from harm the tenants of the wood.
ATTENDANT.
Gentle sir, I thank you; but ke is not the eaint's somn.
KING.
His behaviour and whole bearing would have led me to
doubt it, had not the place of his abode encouraged the idea.
[ Foldosos the ohild, and takes Réts By the hand, corording
o the reguest of the ationdant. Aside.
T marvel that the touch of this strange child
Bhould thrill me with delight; if so it be,
How must the fond caresses of a son _
Transport the father's soul whe gave him being.
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ATTENDANT. [Looking at them both.
Wonderfui!  Irodigious !
KING. |

What exeites your surprise, my good woman ¥

ATTENDANT,
I am astonished at the striking resemblance between the
“child and yourself; and, what is atill more ¢xtracrdinary, he
seems to have taken to )'onh kindly and eubmissively, though
you are o stranger to him.
HING. [ Fondling the ehild.
If he be not the son of the great sage, of what family does
he come, may I agle ?
ATTENDANT.
Of the race of Parn.
¥ING. [ dside.
‘What! arc we, then, descendod from the same ancestry
This, no doubt, accounts for the resemblance she traces
between the child and me. Coertainly it has always been
an ‘estublished usage among the princes of Purn’s race,
To dedieate the momning of their days
To the world’s weal, in palaces and halls,
"Mid luxury and regal pomp abidiag;
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Then, in the wane of life, to seek relense .

From kingly cares, and make the hallowed shade

Of sacred trees their last asylum, where

As hermits they may practise self-abasement,

And bind themsclves by rigid vows of penamce.
{«loud.] But how could mortals by their own power guin

admission to this sacred region?

ATTENDANT,
Your roemark ie just; but your wonder will ceasc when 1
tell you that his mother is the offupring of a celestial nymph,
and guve him birth in the hallowed grove of Kagyapa.

[Asidea,

Strange that my hopes should be again exeited !, [Alowd]

But what, let me ask, was the name of the prince whom she
deigned to honour with her hand ?

ATTENDANT,
How could Y think of polluting my lips by the mention of
8 wretch who had the cruelty to desert his lawful wife?

KING. [Axide.
Ha! the description suits me exactly. Would I could
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bring myself to inquire the mame of the child’s mother!
[Befimting.] But it is agninat propriety to make too minute

inquiries about the wife of an¢ther man.'®

FIRST ATTENDANT.
] [ Bntering with the ching peacock in her Rund.
Sarva-damana, Sarva-damana, sce, see, what a beautifnl
Sakoonta (bird).
CHILD. {Looking round.
My mother! Where? Let me go to her.

BOTH ATTERDANTS.

He mistook the word Sakoonta for Sakoontald. The boy
dotes upon his mother, and she is ever uppermost in his
thoughts.

SECOND ATTENDANT,

Nay, my dear child, T said, Loock at the besuty of this
Sakoonta.

EING. [ Aside,

‘What! is his mother’s name Sakoontali? But the name is
not uncommon among women. Alas! I fear the mere simi-
larity of a name, like the deceitful vapour of the desert,” has
once more raised my hopes only to dash them to the ground.

v
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CHILD.
Deur nurss, what a beantiful peacoclk ! [ Fiakes the tay.
FIRST ATTENDANT,
[Looking at the child. In grest disfrems,

Alas! alag! I do not sce tho amulet on his wrist.

XING,
Don’t distress yourself. Here it is. It {e}l off while he
way struggling with the young lion. [Stoops te pick it up.

ROIH ATTENDANTS.

Hold! hold! Touch it not, for yowr life. How mar-
vellous! He has actuaslly taken it up without the slightest
hesitation. [Both vaise theiy hands to iheir breasts anid look

at each other in astonixhwent,
KING.
Why did you try to prevent my touching it?
FIEST ATTENDANT.

Listen, great Monarch. 'This amulet, known as *The
Invincible,’ was given to the boy by the divine som of
Marichi, soon efter his birth, when the natal ceremony was
performed. Its peculiar virtue is, that when it fulls on the
ground, no one excepting the father or mother of the child
can touch it unhurt.
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KING.

And suppose unother person touches it ?

FIRST ATTENDANT.

Then it instuntly becomes a serpent, and bites him.

Have you cver witnessed the transformation with your
own eyes
BOTH ATTENDANTS,

Over and over pgain.

KING, [ With rapture.  Aside.
Joy! joy! Are then my dearest hopes to be fulfilled ?
[ Bwibracss the ehild.

RECOND ATIENDANT.
Comc, my dear Suvratd, we must inform Sakoontald imme-

diately of this wonderful event, though we have to interrupt
her in the porformance of her religious vows. [Ezsunt.
CHILD. [To the Kna.
Do not bold me. I want to go to my mother.
XING.
‘We will go to her together, and give her joy, my son.
CHIID.

Dushyanta is my father, not you.
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EING. [ Smiling,
His contradiction convinees me only the more.

Entor Saxoontara, tn widow's apparel, with her long hasr
twrsted tnto a single braid.

BAKOONTALA. [Aside,

I have just heard that Sarva-damena’s amulet has retained

ite form, though & stzanger raised it from the ground. I can

bardly believe in my good fortune. Yet why should not
Sfnumati’s predietion be verified ?

EING, [ Gazing at SaxoonTaLd,

Alas! can this indeed be my Sakoontald ?

"Clad in the weeds of widowhood, her face

Emaciate with fasting, her long hair

Twined in a single braid,’® her whole demeanour

Expressive of ber purity of soul :

With patient constancy she thus prolongs

The vow to which my cruelty condemned her.

SAROONTALL.
[Bating at the KiNa, who éx prle with romorss,
Surely thix is not like my husband; yet whe can it be that
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to the king himself; yet his business is to excite mirth
by being ridiculous in person, age, and attire. He is
represented as grey-haired, hump-backed, lame, and
hideously ugly. In fact, he is a species of buffoon,
who is allowed full liberty of speech, being himself
universal butt. His attempts at wit, which are rarely
very successful, and his allusions to the pleasures of
the table, of which he iz a confessed votary, are
absurdly contrasted with the sententious solemnity of
the despairing hero, crossed in the prosecution of his
love-suit. His clumsy interference in the intrigues
of his friend, only serves to augment his difficulties,
and occasions many an awkward dilemma. On the
other hand, the shrewdness of.the heroine’s confidantes
never seems to fail them under the most trying cirenm-
stances ; while their sly jokes and innuendos, their love
of fun, their girlish sympathy with the progress of
the love-zffair, their warm affection for their friend,
heighten the interest of the plot, and contribute not a
little to vary its monotony.

Fortunately, in the Sakoontald,” the story is
diversified, and the interest well-sustained by e chain
of stirring incidents. The first link of the chain, how-
ever, does not commence until the Fourth Act, when
the union of the heroine with King Dushyanta,
and her acceptance of the marriage-ring as a token of
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dures pollute by the presswre of his hand wy child, whoe
amulet should protect him from a stranger's touch?
CHILD. [Going to his mother.
Mother, whoe is this man that has been lkissing me and
cslling me hie son }
KING.
My best beloved, 1 have indeed treated thee most cruelly,
but am now once more thy fond and affectionate lover.

Refuse not to acknowledge me as thy husband.

SAKOONTALA. [dside.

Be of good cheer, my heart. The anger of Destiny is at

last appeased. Heaven regurds thee with compassion. But
is he in very truth my husband ?

EING,
Behold me, best and loveliest of women,
Delivered from the cloud of fatal darkmess
That erst oppressed my memory. Again
Behold ue brought together by the grace
Of the great lord of Heaven. So the moon
Shines forth from dim eclipse,'™ to blend his rays
With the soft lustre of his Rohind,
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SAKOONTALA.
May my husband be victorious——
[8he stopn short, her vaive choked with tears,

EING.
O fair one, though the utterance of thy prayer
Be loat amid the torrent of thy tears,
Yet does the sight of thy fair countenanece,
And of thy pallid lips, all unadorned™
And eolourless in sorrow for my absence,

Make me already more than congueror.

CHILD.
Mother, who is this man ?

SAEOONTALA.
My child, ask the deity that prosides over thy destiny.

KINg. [Falling ot BAROONTALL’S Sert,
Fairest of women, banish from thy mind
The memory of my cruelty; reproach
The fell delusion that o'erpowered my soul,
And blame not me, thy husband ; 'tis tho curse

Of him in whom the power of darknese!™ reigne,
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That he mistakes the gifts of those he lovos
For deadly evils. Xven though a friend
¥hould wresthe s garland on a blind man’s brow,

Will he not cast it from him 28 a scrpent ?

SAKOONTALL,

Rive, my own husbund, rise. Thon wast not to blame,
My own cvil deeds, committed in 8 former state of being,™
brought down this judgment upon me. How else could my
husband, who wuas ever of s compassionate disposition, have
acted so unteelingly? [The King rires]. But tell me, my
Lusband, how did the remembrance of thinc unfortunate wife
return to thy mind ?

KING.
Ae woon as my heart's anguisk is removed, and its wounds
ave healed, I will tell thee all.
Oh! let me, fair ome, chuse away the drop
That still bedews the fringes of thine eye;
And let me thus efface the memory
Of every tear that stained thy velvet cheek,
Unnoticed and unheedod by thy lord,
‘When in his madness he rejected thee.
[ Wipex arcay the tenr.
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HAKOONTALA.
[ Secing the signet-ring on Az finger,
Ah! my dear husband, is that the Lost Ring ?

Yes; the moment I recovered it, my memory was restored.

BAKOONTALL
The ring was fo blame in allowing itself to be lost at the
very time when I was anxious {o convinece my noble hushand

of the reality of my marriage.

© KIKG. *
Receive it back, as the beautifnl twining plant receives

rgain its blossom in token of its reunion with the spring.

SAKOONTALA.
Nay; I can never more placc confidence in it. Let my
husband retain it.

Entor Mirarr.

’

MATAIT,

I congratulate ‘your Majesty. Happy are you in your

reunion with your wife: bhappy are you in beholding the
face of your own son,
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KING.
Yes, indced. My henrt’s dearcst wish has borne swoet

fruit. But tell me, Mitali, is this joyful event known to the
grent Indra ?
. MATALL, [Switing,
What is unknown fo the gods? But come with me, noble
Prince, the divine Kasyapa graciously permits thec to be
presented to him.
KING,
Sakoentald, take our child nnd lead the way., We will
together go into the presence of the holy Sage.
) BAEOONTATA,
I shrink from entcring the angust prescnce of the great
Baint, even with my husband at my side.
EING.
Nay; on such a joyous cccasion it is highly proper. Come,
come ; 1 entreat thec. [ Al advance,

Kakvara ¢s discovered seated on & throne with his wife Avrrr,

HARYAPA,
[Fazing ot DusaYANTA, To Ais wife.
0 Adits,
This is tho mighty hero, King Dushyanta,
Protector of the earth ; who, at the head
28
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Of the celestial armies of thy somn,
Does battle with the cnemies of heaven.
Thanks to his how, the thunderbolt of Indra
Rests from its work, no more the minister
Of death and desolation to the world,
But o mere symbol of divinity.
ADITL
Ho bears in his noble form all the marks of dignity.
MATALL (7o DrvauyanTa,
Sire, the venerable progenitors of the celestiuls are gazing
ut your Majesty with as much uﬂ'ect.ionr as if you wore their
son. Yon may advance towards them.
KING.
Are there, O Matali, the holy pair,
Offspring of Daksha and divine Mar{chi,
Children of Brahma’s sons,'* by sages decmed
Bole fountain of celestial light, diffused
Through twelve effulgent orba?'™  Are these the pair
From whom the ruler of the fxiple world,'*
Sovereign of gods and lord of sacrifice,
Bprang into being ? That immortal pair
‘Whom Vishnn, greater than the self.existent,'”
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Chose for hix parents, when, to save mankind,
He took upon himself the shapo of mortals ?

WA TALY.
Even so. ‘
) KING. [Drostrating himself.
Most angust of beings, Dushyanta, contont to have fulfilled

the commands of your son Indra, offers you his adoration.

KAAYAPA. ]
My son, long may'st thou live, snd happily may'st thou
reign over the carth !
ADITL.
My son, muy'st thou ever be invincible in the field of
battle !
SAKOONTATA.
I also prostrate mysell’ before you, most adorable beings,
and my child with me.
KASYAPA.
My daughter,
Thy lord resembles Indra, and thy ehild
Ia noble as Jayanta, Indra’s son;
I have no worthier blessing left for thee,
May'st thou he fuithful as the god’s own wifo!



220 SAKOONTAV.A; OB, THE LOST RING.  [acrvir

ADITLL
My daughter, may'st thou be always the objuet of thy
husband's fondest love; and may thy son live long to be the

joy of both his parents! Be seated.
(A sit down in the presence of Kasvava.

KASYAPA.
{ Bogarding eack of them by turns,
Huil to the beautiful Sakoontald !
Hail to her noble son! and hail to thee
IMlustrious Prinee! Rure triple combination
Of virtue, wealth, and energy united !

KING.
Most venerable Kasyapu, by your favour all my desires
were accomplished even before I was admitted to your pre-
sence.  Nover wus mortal so honoured that his boon should
be granfed ere it was solicited. Because
Bloom before fruit, the clouds before the rain—
Cause first and then effect, in endless sequence,
s the unchanging law of constant nature :
But, cre the blessing issued from thy lips,
The wishes of myv heavt were all fulfilled.
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MATALT.
It is thus that the great progenitors of the world confir

favours.

Mout reverend Sage, this thy handmaid was married to mo
by the Gundharva cercmony,” and after o time was conducted
to my palgec by her relations. Meanwhilo a fatal delusion
seized me; I lost my moemory and rejected her, thus com-
mitting a grievous offonce against the venerable Kanwa, who
is of thy divine ruce. Afterwards the sight of this ring
vestored my faculties, and brought back to my mind all the
vircumstunces of my union with his danghter. But my con-
it still seems to me incomprehensible ;

As foolish as the funcics of a mon

‘Who, when he secs sn elephant, denies

That 'tis an clephant, yet afterwards,

When its huge bulk moves onward, hesitates,
Yot will not be convineed i1l it has passed
For ever from his sight, and leff bohind

No vestige of its presence save its footateps.

KABYAPA.
My =on, ccase to think thysell in fault.  Fyven the delusion
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that posscesed thy mind wie not brought about by any net of
thine. Listen to me.

I am attentive,

KASYAPA.

Know that when the nymph Menakd, the mother of
Sakoontald, became aware of her daughter's anguish in
consequence of the loss of the ring at the nymph’s pool,
and of thy subsequent rejection of her, she brought her and
confided her to the carc of Aditi. And I no soomer saw her
than I ascertained by my divine powoer of meditation,™ that
thy repudintion of thy poor faithful wife had been caused
entirely by the curso of Durvfisas—not by thine own fault—
and that the spell would terminate on the discovery of the
ring.

KING, [Drawing & deep broath.

Ch! what a weight is taken off my mind, now that my
character is cleared of reproach.

SAKOONTALA, [Aside.

Joy! joy! My revered husband did net, then, reject me
without good reapon, though I huve no recollection of the
eurse pronounced upon me.  But, in all probubility, T uncen-

sciouely brought it upon mysclf, when I wus so distracted on
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recognition, are supposed to have taken place, 'Then
follows the King’s departure and temporary desertion
of his bride; the curse pronounced on * Sakoontald ’
by the choleric Sage; the monarch’s consequent loss
of memory ; the bride’s journey to the palace of her
husband ; the mysterious disappearance of the marriage
token; the public repudiation of Sakoontalé; her mira-
culous assumption to a celestial asylum; the unex-
pected discovery of the ring by a poor fisherman ; the
king’s agony on recovering his recollection ; his aerial
voyage in the car of Indra; his strange meeting with
the refractory child in the groves of Kasyapa; the
boy’s battle with the young lion; the search for the
amulet, by which the king is proved to be his father;
the return of Sakoontals, and the happy re-union of
the lovers ;—all these form a connected series of mov-
ing and interesting incidents. The feelings of the
audience are wrought up to a pitch of great intensity ;
and whatever emotions of terror, grief, ox pity, may
have been excited, are properly tranquilized by the
happy termination of the story. Indeed, if a calami-
tous conclusion be necessary to constitute a tragedy,
the Hindd dramas are never tragedies. They are
mixed compositions, in which joy and sorrow, happi-
ness and misery, are woven in a mingled web,—tragi-
comic representations, in which good and evil, right
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heing separnfed from my husband soon after our marriage.
For I now remember that my two friends advised me not to
fail to show the ring in case he should have forgotten me.

KABYAPA.

At last, my da;ughter, thou art heppy, and hast geined
thy heart’s desire. Indulge, then, no feeling of rescntment
ugaingt thy partner. See, now,

Though he repulsed theo, "twas the sage’s CUTSe
That clowded his remembrance ; “twas the curse
That made thy tender husband harsh towards thee.
Soon as the spell was broken, and his soul
Delivered from its darkness, in a moment
Thou didst regain thine empire o’er his heart.
So on the tarnished surface of a mirror
No image is reflected, till the dust
That dimmed its wonted lustre is removed.

KIXG,

Holy father, sce hore the hope of my royal race.

[ Takes kis ohild by the hand.
HASYATA,

Know that he, too, will become the menarch of the whole

eurth. Obeerve,



224 SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LUST RING,  [aer v,

Soon, a resistless hero, shall he cross

The trackless ocean, borne abovo the waves

In an oerinl car; and skall sebduo

The carth’s seven sea-girt isles.’* Now hus he gained,
As the brave tamer of the forcst-beasts,

The title Sarva-damana; buf then

Mankind shall hail him a3 King Bharata,™

And call him the supporter of the world.

EIXG.
We eannot but entertein the highest hopes of o child for
whom your highness performed the natal rites.

ADITI.

My revered busband, should not the intclligemce be con-

veyed to Kanwa, that his danghter’s wishes arve fulfilled, and

her happiness complote? He is Sakoontald’s foster-father.

Menoké, who is one of my attendants, s her mother, and
dearly docs she love her daughter. ‘

SAEOONTALA. [Aside,
The venerable matron has given utterance to the very wish

that waa in my mind.
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KASYAPA,

His penances have gained for him the faculty of om-
niscience, and the whole scone is already present to his
mind’s eye.

EING.
Then most assuredly he eannot be very angry with me.

Kabyara,
Nevertheless it becomes us to send him intelligence of this
happy event, and hear his reply. "What, he there!

PUPIL. [ Eniering.
Holy father, what are your commands ? ‘

EAAYAPA.

My good (Gilava, delay not an insfant, but hasten through
the air and convey fo the vener;l.ble Kanwa, from me, the
happy news that the fatal spell has ceased, that Dushyanta's
memory is restored, thet his daughter Sakoontali has & 8oz,
and that she is once more tenderly acknowledged by her
husband. '

PUFIL.
Your highness's commands shall be obeyod. [Exit,

29
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KARYATA,

And now, my dear son, take thy consort and thy child,
re-ascend the car of Indra, and return to thy imperial
eapital,

EING,

Most holy father, I chey.

FARTATA,
And recept this blessing—
For countless ages may the god of gods,
Lord of the atmosphere, by copious showers
Secure abundant harvest to thy sabjects;
And thou by frequent offerings preserve
The Thunderer's friendship! Thus, by interchange
Of kindly actions, may you both confer
Unnumbered benefitz on earth and heaven !

XINg.
Holy father, I will strive, as .far as I am able, to attain

this happiness.
EASYAPA.
‘What other favour ean I bestow on thee, my son ?
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EING.
What other can I desire? If, howover, you permit me
to form another wish, I wounld humbly beg that the saying
of the sage Bharata' be fulfilled :
May kings“reign only for their subjects’ weal!
May the divine Saraswaﬁ;"‘ the source
Of specch, and goddess of dramatic art,
Be ever honoured by the great and wise!
And may the purple self-existent god,'
Whose vital Fnergy'™ pervades all space,

From future transmigrations save my soul !
[ Exewnt enines,







0T 1S,

U e preseave poc.

Thut is to say, ‘the Supreme Lord,” a neme given to the god Sivy, the
Destroyer ; wha ix wssociatod with Brabmg, the Crouter, and Vishnu, the
Ireserver : constituting with them the Hinda Triad. Xalidkan indulges
the religious predilections of his fellow-townsmen by beginnihg and
ending the play with a pruyer to Siva, who had a large teruple in Ujjayini,
the modern Oujein, the city of Vikrambditya, situated north-esstward
from Ghujarat.

¢ In these sight forma.

The worshippers of Siva, who wer: Puntheists in the senso of believing
that Siva was himaclf all thet cxists, as well s tho canse of all that is,
held that therc were eight different manifestationa of their god, called
Budvas and thut these had their types in the cight visible forms enu-
meruted here, The HindGs revkon five clements. The most subtle is
wther {dkdss), supposed to convey somnd, which is its peculiar attribute
we property (gwme). The next clement—Air, has for its properties, sound
#nd feeling. The third—¥ire, hra sound, fecling and colour. The
fourth—-Water, has sound, feeling, colour, and taste. The fifth—Earth,
has all the other properties, with the addition of smell.

3 Adn atidionce of vducuted and discorning mes,

Lit. ¢ An sudionce, who arc chiefly men of education and discernment.”
Few could have been present at these dramatic representations exoepting
loarned and edneated men. The muss of the composition boing in
Sanskrit, would nol have been intelligible to the vulgar und illiterate.

1
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¢ éakaoutala’, or the Lot Ring,
The litoral titlo is *Sakoontat recognisod by the token or ring.’
5 The present Susnmer seuvon,

Hinda pocts divide the year into six seasons of two months exch, viz, :
1. Bpring (Vasanta), beginning nbout the middle of March; or, accord-
ing to some, February. 2. Summer (Grishma). 3. Kuine (Vnrshu) 4,
Autumn {Snrnd} &. Winter {Hemanta). 6. Dews (S‘.lslra) Prae-
ticelly, hewever, there are only three sensons in India. 1. The hot seca-
son, 2, Themins, 8. The eold weather, In Lower Bengal and Behar,
the first of these scasons begins in March, the second in Junp, and the
third in November. The temperature of the cold scesom is highly
uxhilarating, and the climate is then superior to that of any pertion of
the English year, In Calentta, this scasen continues for about three
months ; in Upper Indis, for ebout five; and in the Panjab for about
seven, The reingin Bergal Proper aro more violent and protracted than
in Tindastan and the Panjab.  In the Iutter eountry thoy hardiy last for
more than two mouths, and even then only fall at intervals, Plays were
ncteld on solemn end festive ocensions, on luner holideys, and uipu.lnl]y
at the changes of the seasons.

¢ OF fragrant I'dtoius,
The Péatala or trumpet-flower ; Bignonia suave-olens.
T With sweet Sivinha flowers,

The ﬂowem of the .doueis Sirisha wero used by the Hindii women a5

€ur-ornaments.
B King Dushyanta.

¥or the genealogy of King Dushyants see Introduction, page xziv,
S That wiclds the trident.

iva is culled Pinékin, that is, ‘armed with a trident;’ or, secordiug
to some, & bow nwmed Finfka. Siva, not being invited to Daksha's



NOTEN, 4

aacrifice, wag e indignant, that, with hiz wife, he suddenly presented
limaelf, confounded the secrifice, dispersed the gods, and chasing Yajna,
‘the lord of sacrifice,” who fled in the form of a deer, overtook and
decapitatod him,

" Thetr waving plumer, that late
Flutiered above thetr brotos, are motéonless,

The Chamari, or showrir, forraed of the white bushy tail of the Yak,
or Box grunniens, was placed as an ornament between the ears of horses,
like the plume of the war-horse of chijvalry. The velocity of the chariot
caused it to loec ifs play, and eppear fixed in oma direction, like a flag
borne rapidly aguinst the wind,

N The siveds of Tndra and the Sun,

That ig, the epocd of the chariof resembled that of the Wind and the
Bun. Indra was the god of the firmament or atmosphere;—the Jupiter
Tonane of Hinda mythology,—aud presided over the forty-nine Winds,
He hes a herven of his own (Swarga), of which he is the lerd; and,
although inferior to the three preat deitics of Hinda mythology {Brahmé,
Vishnw, and Biva), bo is chicf of the secondary gods. The Hindts
represont the Bun es seated in a cheriot, deawn by seven preen horses,
having before him a lovely youth without legs, who acts as his charioteer,
and who {s Aruna, or the Dawn personified,

12 Pureds race.
See Dushyanta’s pedigree detailed at page xxiv of the Introduction.
13 The grent sage Konwe,

The rage Kunwa was o descendant of Kasyapa, whom the Hindas
consider to have been tho father of the inferior gods, demons, man, fish,
reptites, and all animals, by his twelve wives, Knuwa was the chief of a
namber of devotecs, or hermits, who had construeted a hermitage on the
hanks of the river MAlini, and surrounded it with gordens and groves,



1 NOTER,

where penitential rites were performed, and animals were reared for
macrificiel purposed, or for the amueemont of the inmates, There is
nothing new in asceticism, The craving after self-righteousness, and the
desire of acquiring merit by self-mortification, is an innete principls of
the human heart, nnd incradicnble cven by Christianity, Witness the
monastic institutions of the Romish Church, of which Indian penance-
groves wore the type. The Superior of o modern Convent is but the
anti-type of Kanwa; and what is Romznism but homanity developing
itself in some of ite most inveterate propensities ¥ '

% He has gone to Soma-tirtha,

A place of piigrimage in the west of India, on the const of Gujark,
near the temple of Somanith, or Somnkt, made notoriens by its gates,
which were brought back from Ghozni by Lord Ellenborough’s orders in
1842, and ore now to be secn in the arscmal at Agra. These places of
pilgrimage wers generally fixed on tho bank of some sacred stream, or in
the vicinity of some holy spring, The word tirthe is derived from a
Sanskyit root, fré, ‘to cross,’ implying that the river has to bo passed
throngh, either for tho washing away of kin, or exirication from some
adverse destiny. Thonsands of devotees still flock to the most celebrated
Tirthas on tho Ganges, at Beneres, Haridwhr, cfc,

15 Ingudi.

A tree, commonly ealled Tngue, or Jiyaputa, from the fruit of which
oil was extracted, which the devotees used for their lamps and for oint-.
ment, One syzonym for this tree is fdpese-iare, *the anchorite’s tree.'

18 Bark-wovon vests,
Dresses made of bark, worn by ascetics, were washed in water, and then
suspended to dry on the branches of trees.
Y7 By desp oanals.

It was oustomary to dig tromches round the roots of t;nm, to collect

the rain-water,
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and wrong, truth and falsehood, are allowed to blend
in confusion during the first acts of the drama. But,
in the last act, harmony is always restored, order suc-
ceeds to disorder, tranquility to agitation; and the
mind of the spectator, no longer perplexed by the
apparent ascendancy of evil, is soothed, and purified,
and made to acquicsce in the moral lesson deducible
from the plot.

The play of ¢ Sakoontals,’ as Sir W. Jones observes,
must have been very popular when it was first per-
formed. The Indian empire was then in its palmy days,
and the vanity of the natives would be highly flattered
by the introduction of those kings and heroes who were
suppoted to have laid the foundation of its greatness
and magnificence, and whose names were connected
with all that was sacred and holy in their religion.
Dushyanta, the hero of the drama, according to Indian
legends, was one of the descendants of the Moon, or,
in other words, belonged to the Lunar dymasty of
Indian princes; and, if any dependance may be placed
on Hindii chronology,he must have lived in the twenty-
first or twenty-second generation after the flood. Puru,
his most celebrated ancestor, was the sixth in descent
from the Moon’s son Budha, who married a daughter
of the good king Satya-vrata, preserved by Vishpu in
the ark at the the time of the Deluge. The son of
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In This throbling arm,

A quivering sensation in the right arm was supposed by the Hindas to
prognosticete pnion with ¢ beantifn]l woman, Throbbings of the arm or
eyelid, if' felt on the right side, were omens of gpood fortune in men ; if
on the left, bad emena. ‘The reverse was tzue of women,

2 The hard geacia's alem,

The Sumi tree, kind of acacia {Acncia Suma), the wood of which is
very hard, and supposed by the Hindise to contain fire.

¥ The lotres.

This beautifal plant, the varicties of which, white, bluc, and red, ars
numerous, bears eome resgmblanco to our water-lity. It is as favouritea
subject of allusion and comperison with HindG poets as the rose is with
Persian, .

N With the Saivals entwined,
The Saivala { Paltisnsria), is an aquatic plant, which spreads itself over
ponds, and interweaves itself with the lofus, The interlacing of ifs
stalks is compared in postry to braided hair.

2 Yon Hesara tres.

The Kesara treo (Mintusops eleng?), in the same as the Bakula, frequent
mention of which is made in some of the Purénas. It beurs a stromg-
smelling flower, which, necording to 8ir YW, Jones, is ranked among the
flowers of the Hinda paradise. The free is very ornamental in plansure-

prounds,
B Would that my wnion with her ware permissibile.

A Brbhman might merry a woman of the military or kingly class next
below him, and the female offspring of such a marringe would belong to
& mixed caste, and might be lawfnlly solicited in marringe by a man of the
military olass. But, if Sakoontel& were a pure Braéhmani woman, both on
the mother's and father's pide, she would be ineligible as fhe wife of a
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Kshatviya king, Dushyaute discovers afterwards that sle was, in fuct,
the daughter of the grent Viswhmitra (sec note 27), who was of the some
casto a8 bimself, though her mother was the nymph Menaké.

2 T trust all s wwell with your devotional rifes,

This wae the regular formula of ealutation addressed to ereona
engaged in religious exercises,

8 This waler thatl we have bronght with wswill serve to bathe oxy guest's foel.

Water for the feet is onc of the firet things invarisbly provided for a
gaest in all Eastern countrics, Compare Genesis, xxiv, 32; Luke, vil. 44,
If the guest were a Brihman or & man of rank, a respoctful offering
{argha) of rice, fruit, and flowers was mext preeented. In fact, the rites
of hospitality in India were enforced by very stringent regulations. The
observance of them ranked as one of the five preat sacraments, and ne
punishment was thought too scvero for one who violated them, If a
guest departad unhononred from a house, his sing were to be transferred
to the housebolder, and all tho merita of the houspholder were to he
tramaforred to lim.

% Sapla-parua ires.

A tree having seven letves on o stalk (Fohftes acholaris).

N Tiswdmitra, whoss fomily name is Hausika.

Iu the Rémfyapa, the great sage Viswimitra (both king and saint),
who raised himself by his austerities from the regal to the Br&hmauical
caste, is said to be the son of Gadhi, King of Kanuj, grandson of Kusa-
nhtha, and grest grandson of Kuiiks or Kusa. On his sccession to the
throne, in the room of his father Gadhi, in the course of & tour through
his dominione, he visited the bermitage of the sage Vaiisht_.ha, where the
Cow of Plenty, n cow granting all desires, excited his cupidity. He
offered the sage untold treasures for the cow ; but being refused, prepared
to take it by force. A long war cnsned between the king end the mage,
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symbolical of the struggles between the military and Bréhmanical clasees),
which ended in the defeat of Viswhmitra, whose vexation was suuh, that
he devoted himself to austerities in the hope of attaining the condition of
2 Brihman. The Rfimbyana recounts how, by gradually increasing the
rigour of his penance through thousands of years, he sucecssively earmed
the titlo of Royel Saint, Spint, Greet Baint, and Brahman Saint, It was
not till he had guined this last title that Vasishtha consentod to acknow-
ledge his equality with himself, and rqtify his admission into the Brah.
manical state. It was at the time of Viswimitra's advancement to the
rank of a SBage, aud whilst Le was still a Kebatriys, that Indra, jealous of
hig incremsing power, sent the nymph Menaks to seduco him from his
life of mortification and continence. The Ramé&yana records Lis surrender
to this tamptetion, and relates that the nymph was his compenion in the
hermitege for ten years, but does not alludo to the birth of Sakoentals
during that period. '

M The tnferior gods, I awm aware, are jealous.

Agcording to the Hindfi aystem, Indra ond the other inferior deities
were not the posscssors of SBwarga, or heaven, by indefensible right,
They accordingly viewed with jealousy, and even slarm, any exirsordinary
perdiatency by a human being in acts of penance, aa it raised him to & level
with themselves ; and, if carried boyond a certein point, enabled him to
dispossess them of Paradise, Indre was therefore the cnemy of cxcessive
solf-mortification, and had in his service numerous nymphs who were
called his ‘wespons” end whose business it was to impede by their
seduetions the devotion of holy men,

The nume of the matron ot superior of the female part of tho society of
hermits. Every association of roligious devotees seems o have inclnded
® ccrtain number of women, presided over by sn elderly end venerable
maron, whose authority rescmbled that of an abbess in a convent of nuns,



R NOTES.

% Km’a-yrasu.
This grass was held sacred by the Hindds, and was abundantly uscd
in gll their religious ceremonics, Its leaves ave very lung, and taper to o
eharp reedle-like point, of which the cxiremo acuteness wes proverbial ;
whence the epithet sppilied to o clover man, Sharp 45 the point of Knsa-
grass,”  Its botanieal navic is Poa rynosurdides,

N Hrnveka.

A specics of Thinti, or Barleria, with purple flowers, umsl covered with
sharp prickles.
2 The jester,

See an account uf this character in the Introduction, page 21.

3 We have tisthing fo eat but voast game,

The Indian game is often very dry and flavourless.

N Attended by the Yavana women.

Wheo these women were bas not been accurately ascertained.  Yuvaua
is properly Arabia, but ie also a name applied to Greece. The Yavuna
women were therefore either natives of Arabia or Greece, and their busi-
ness was to attend upon the king, and toke charge of his weapous, espe-
cielly his bow and arrows, Professor H, H, Wilson, in his translation of
tho Vikramorvasi, where the same word ocours {Act V., p. 261}, remarks
that Fartarion or Bactrian women may be intended.

% In the disc of crysial,

That is, the sun-gem (Strys-idnta, ‘beloved by the sun,’) a shining
stune resembling erystul. Professor Wilson calls it a fzbuloas stone with
fubulous propertics, and mentions another stone, the moon-gem {chandra-
kdnte). It may be gathered from this possage that the sun-stone wes a
kind of glass lens, and that the Hindas wero not ignorant of the properties
of this instrument a4 the time when ¢ Bakoontala’ was written,
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M Some falling biosson of the jasmine,

The jesmine hare intended was a kind of double jasmine with a very
delicious perfume, sometimes called ¢ Arabian jasmine’ (Jasminum zembac).
It was a delicate plant, and, a5 a ereeper, would depend on some other
tree for support. The Arkas, or sun-tree {Gigantic Asclepias: Calotropds
gigantea}, on tho other hand, was a large and vigerous shrub.  Hence the
former is compared to—Sﬂkoo‘ntal&, tho latter o the sape Kanwe,

Edd The mellowed frit
(f virtuous etions i some furmer birth,

The doctrine of the transmigration of the soul fromn one body to
unother is an cssentiul dogma of the Hindd religion, and connected with
i: is the belief in the power which every human being peescsses of layiug
up for hiwsclf a store of merit by good decds performed in the present or
former births. Indecd the condition of cvery person is snpposed to derive
its eharacter of happiness or miscry, elevation ot degradation, from the
virtues or vives of previous states of heing. The consequences of actions
is o formor birth are called vipdka ; they may e cither good or bad, but
o rarely vnmixed with cvil taint, In the present compazison, hewever,
they are described o8 pure and unalloyed, With reference to the first
foar lines of this stanza, comprre Catullus, Carmen Nupticle, Verse 38,

" Tt flos in septis sceretus nascitur hortis,

Ignotus pecori, nullo contusus aratro,
Quem muleent aurne, firmat gol, eduent imber :
Multi illum pueri, multae optavere puellae :
Idem quum tenui carptus defloruit ungni,
Nulli illem pueri, rullae optavero puellas :
S8ic virgo, dum intacte manet,’ etc.

3¢ The sixth part of their grain.

Aceording to Manu, a king might take a sixth part of liguids, flowers,
roots, frait, grasa, etc.; Dbut, cven though dying with wand, he was not to
receive uny tax from o Brahman lewrned in the Vedas,
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3 A titie only one degroee removed from that of a Saint,

Dushyanta was a Réjarshi; that is, a man of the military class

who had attained the rark of Royal Bage or Baint by tho prectice of

religious austerities. The title of Royel or Imperial Baint was only one
degrroe inferior to that of Sint. Compare note 27,
0 Chanted by snspired bards.

Or colestial minstrols, ealled GandLarbas, These beings were the

musicione of Indra's heaven, and their Lusiness was to amues the inhabit-

anta of Bwarga by singing the praises of gods, saints, or heroes, Compare

note 11,
il In their fierce wurfare with the powers of hell,

Indra and the other inierior gods {compare mote 11) were for ever
omgaged in hostilitics with their half-brothers, the demons called Daityas,
who were the giants or Titane of Hindad mythology, Un such occasions
the gods secm to have depeeded very much upon the mssistanco they
rocoived from mortal heroes,

& Evil demons ave disturbing our eqcrifivial rites,

The religious rites and sacrifices of holy men were often disturbed by
certain ovil apirits or gobline called Rfikghusas, who were the determined
enemies of picty and devotion. No great sacrifie or religious ceremony
wae ever carried on without an attempt on the part of these demons to
impede its colebration; and the most renowned eaints found it nocessary
on sush occamions to acknowledge their dependence on the slrong arm of
the military class, by seeking the aid of warriors and heroes. The
inability of holy menm, who had attained the utmost limit of mpiritual
power, to ¢opa with the spirits of evil, and the superierity of physicel
foree in this respoct, in very remarkable.

@ Vishnw.

Vishno, the Preserver, was one of the three prineipal gods. He
becamo incarnate in wvarious forms for the good of mortals, and is the
great enomy of the demons,
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4 Tike ting Trivanku.

The story of this monarch ie told in the Réméyana. He ig there
doseribed as o just and pions prince of the soler race, who aspired to cele-
brate a great sacrifice, hoping thereby to ascend to heaven in his mortal
body. After various failures, he had recourse to Viswhmitra, who
undertook to conduct the sacrifice, and invited all the gods to be present.
They, however, refuscd to ettend ; upon which the enrsgod Viawhmitra,
by his own power, transported Trisanku to the skies, whither he had no
sooner errived than he was hurled down again by Indra and the gods;
but beingr arrested in his downwerd course by the eage, he remainel
saspended between heaven and carth, forming a comstellation in the
southern hemisphere.

& Ointmeont of Usira-root,

The root of a fragrant grass (Audropsgen muricatum), from which a
eooling ointment was mado.

4 The very breath of his nentrils,

Compare Lam. IV,, 20. ‘The breath of our nost':rils, the anointed of
the Lord, wae taken.’

41 God of the flowery shafts.

The Hindft Cupid, or god of love (Kama}, is armed with a bow made
of pugar-cane, the string of which consists of bees. He haz flvg arrows,
each tipped with the blossom of a flower, which pierce the heart through
the five senses; and his favourito arrow is pointed with the chéfa, or
mango-flower.

8 Een nioww in thy unbodied essence lurks
The fire of Siva's anger,

The story is thus told in the Rémbyane. Cupid (Eéma) once
approached Siva that he might influence him with love for his wife,
Parvati. Bive happened then to be practising austerition, and intent on
a vow of chastity, He therefore cursed the god of love in a terrible voice,
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and gt the sume time o tlash from Tis eye caused the god's budy to shrivel
into ashes, Thus Cupid was made incorporeal, nnd from that time was
cnlled ¢ the bodiless one.?

4 Like the flame,
That ever hidden in Ehe seeret depths
3 Of oeean, mnoulders there unseen,

This submarine firc wos ealled Aurva, from the followiug fable, The
Rishi Urva, who had gained great power by his austerities, was pressed
he created from his thigh a devouring firc, which as scon as it was pro-
by the gode and others to perpetuste his race, He consented, but
warned them that his offspring would comsume the world. Aceordingly,
ducod, domanded nourishment, aad would have destroyed the wholo earth,
had mot Brahmé appearcd and assigned the ocean as its habitation, and
the weves s its food. The spot where it entered the sea waa cailed ‘the
marc’s mouth” Doudbtless the story was invented to suit the phenomenan
of some marine voleamo, whith may have cxhaled through the water
bituminous inflemmable gas, and which, perhaps in the form of & horses
mouth, was at times visible above the acs,

3 Fho on lis *wentehoon bears the movster.fish,

The Hinda Cupid is axid to have subilaed o marine monster, which
‘was, therefore, painted on his banuer.

8t The gracaful undulation of her gail.

Hansa-gdmini, ‘walking like s swan,’ was an epithet for a gracefnl
woman. The Indion law-giver, Manu, rocommends that a Bribman
should cheose for his wife a young maiden, whose gait wns liko that of
a pheonicopter, or lamingo, or even like that of a young elephant. The
idea iIn the original is, that the weight of her hips had caused the peculiar
appearance observable in the print of her feet. Largenees of the hips was
considered & great beauty in HindtG women, and would give an undulatory
motion to their walk,
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@ Fhe Mddhavi,

A large and honutifyl ercoper (Geertners racemnse), bearing white,
fragrant flowcrs, to which constant allusion is mode in Banskrit plays,

81 Pinex to be united with the moon.

A complete revelution of the moon, with reapeet to the stars, being
made in twenty-seven days, odd hours, the Hinds divide the heavens
iato twenty-scven constellations {rsterisges) or lunar stations, one of which
reecives the moon for one day in cach of his monthly journies. As the
Moon, Chandra, is considered to be a masculine deity, the Hindas fable
these twenty-seven constellations s his wives, :md personify them as the
daughters of Daksha, Of these twenty-seven wives, twelve of whom givo
names to thoe twelve months, Chandra is supposcd to show the greatest
affection for the fourth, Rohini, but each of the others, and amongst them
Vicakhi, is represcnted as jealous of this partiality, and eager to seccure
the Moon's favour for hersclf. Dushyenta probably menns to compare
himself to the Moon (he being of the lunar race] and Sakoontals to

Visikha,
& Qhecks its fall.

Owing to omaciation and disuse of the bow, the collositics on the
fore-arm, usuatly cansed by the bow-string, were not sufficiently prominent
to prevent the bracelet from slipping down from ihe wrist to the elbow,
when the arm was raiscd to support the head. Thia ia a favourite idea
with Ealidfse to express tho attenuation caused by love.

8 No nuptial rites prevail,

A marriage without the usual coremonies is enlled Gandharva. It was
suppoted to be the form of marriage prevelent among the nymphs of
Indra's heaven, In the 3rd Book of Manu (v. 22), it is included among
the various marriage rites, and is said to be en union proceeding entirely
from love, or mutual inclination, and concluded without any religious
mervices, and without consulting relatives, It was recognised as & logal

3
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marrisge by Mapu and other law-givers, though it is diflcult to say in
what respeet it differed from untawful eohabitatien.

5% The loving birds doomed by fate to nightly ssparation.

That is, the male and female of the Chakra-vksa, commonly called
Chakwa and Chakwi, or Brihmani duck (Anes cusares). Theee birds
associate together during the day, and are, like turtle-doves, patterns of
connubial affection : but the legend is, that they are doomed to pass the
night apart, in consequence of a curse promounced upon them by a saint
whom they hed offended. As soon as night commences, they take up
their efation on the opposite banks of a river, und call 4o ench other in
piteous crice. The Bengalis consider their flesh to be a good medicine
for fever,

81 The great sage Dwrvdsas.

A eaint or Muni, represcntod by the Hind pocts as excessively choleric
and inexorably severe. The Turduas and other pocros contaiu frequent
aocounts of the terrible cffects of his imprecations on verious occasions,
the alightest offence being in his oyes deserving of the most fearfel
panishment, O ono ogcasion he cursed Indrea, increly beeause his elephant
lct £all & garland he bhad given to this god ; aml in consequonce of this
imprecation ll plants withered, men ceased to eacrifice, and the gods were
overcome in their wars with the demons.

% Progitiatory ofiering.
Compare Note 25.
0 His blushing ocherioteer.
Compare Note 11.
% Night-loving lotus.
Some species of tho lotus, espocially the white csculent kind, open
their petals during tho night, and close them during the day, whence the
moon is often called the ¢ lover, or Jord of the lotures,’
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Dushyanta, by S:tkuuntal&'\, was Bharata, from whom
Indin is still called by the natives Bharata-varsha,
After him came Samvarana, Kurn, Sdntanu, Bhishma,
and Vyhsa. 'The latter was the father of Dhritarfshtra
and Pandu, the quarrels of whose sons form the sub-
ject of the great Sanskrit cpic poem called Mahéa-
bhérata, ¢ poem with which the audience would be
quite familiar, and in which they would feel the
greatest pride,

The pedigree of Sakoontals, the hercine of the
dranta, was no less interesting, and calculated to
awalken the religious sympathics of Indian spectators.
She was the daughter of the celebrated Viswémitra,
a name associated with many remarkable circumstances
in Hindd mythology and history. His gencalogy, and
the principal cvents of his life, are narrated in the
Réimayana, the first of the two epic poems, which were
to the Hindiis what the Iliad and the Odyssey wercto
the Greeks. He was originally of the regal caste;
and, having raised himsclf to the rank of a Brihman
by the length and rigour of his penance, he became
the preceptor of Rémachandra, who was the hero of
the Rimdyana, and one of the incarnations-of the god
Vishnu, With such antccedents, the audience could
not fuil to bring a sharpened appetite, and a scl-
satisfied frame of mind, to the performance of the play.
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$1 The very centre of the sucred firve,

Fire was an important object of vencration with the Hindis, as with
tho ancient Porsians. Derhaps the chief worship recommended in the
Vedow is that of Fire and the Sum, The holy fire was deposited in &
hallowed part of the house, or in o sacred building, and kept perpetuaily
burning. Every morning and evening, oblations were offered to it by
dropping clarifiad butter into the flame, accompanied with prayers and
invocations. .

62 A5 in the saered tree the mystic fire.

Literally, ‘as the Sumi.troo is proguant with fire” The legend is,
that the poddees Phrvati being one day under the influence of love, reposed
on o trunk of this tree, wherehy a sympathetic warmth wos generated in
the pith or interier of tho wood, which ever after broke imte a sacred
flame on the slightest atirition,

© Hastindprer.

The ancient Delhi, situated on the Ganges, and the capital of Dushyanta.

1ts mite is about tifey miles from the modern Delki, whick is on the Jumna,
L4

5 E’en as Yaydtli &um&hg.’:d adayed,

S'srmishgha was the daughter of Vrishn-paxvan, king of the demons,
and wife of Yaytti, son of Nahusha, one of the princes of the lanar dynasty,
end ancestor of Deshyants, Turu wae tho sen of Yayiti, by Barmishthé.

85 _And for whase encireling bed,
Sacred Kusa-grass ts spreud,
At n sacrifice, sacred fires wero lighted as the four eardinal poinds, and
Kusa-grass waa scnttered around each fire,

The Eoil, or Kokil, is the Indian cuckeo, It is sometimes called
Parabhrits (*nourished by another'), because the fomsale is Luown to
loave ber oggs in the nest of the crow to be hatched. The bird is a9 great
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a favourite with Indian poeta as the nightingale with European. Onc of
its names is ¢ Messenger of Spring.’ Its note is o conmstant aubjeet of
uflusion, and is described as beantifally aweet, and, if heard on a journey,
indicative of good fortune. Everything, however, is beaufiful by com-
parison. The song of the Koil is nut only very dissimilar, but very
inferior to that of the mghtm-ﬁr- ;v ({l' iy

& The peacock on the laws
Coaeen (ts dance,

Tho Indian pescock is very restless, especinlly at the upproach of
rain, in whick it is thought to take delight. Its cireulnr movements are
frequent subject of allusion with Hinda poets, and are often by them
compared te dancing.

8 The mounlight of the grove.
The newme of Sakoontald’s favourite jasmine, spoken of in the let Act,
Sce page 17 of this volume,
© Fig.
. Fig-tres

Not the Banyen-tree {Fiews Tndies), nor the Pippala (Ficts religiosn)
but tho Glomerous Fig-treo (Ficus glomerata), which yields a resinous
milky juice from its bark, and is large enough to afford rbundant shade.

1 The poor female Chakravdia,
Compare note 56,

T Like & young tendril of the sandal-tree forn from ils Remne in the
weatery mountaing, ’

The edndal is o large kind of myrtle with pointed leaves (Sirium
myrtifolium), The wood affords many highly esteemed perfames, un-
guents, etc., and is celebrated for its delicious scent. It is chiefly found
on the slopee of tho Malays mountain or Weatern Ghauts on tho Malabar
voast, The roots of the trce are said 4o be infested with snakes. Indecd
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it sesms to pay dearly for the fragrance of its wood : *The root is infested
by serpents, the blossoms by bees, the Lranches by monkeys, the summit
by beara. In short, thete is not 4 part of the sandal-tree that is not occu-
pied by the vilest impurities.” —Hitopadesa, verse 162.

T2 The calm secluston of thy former Roue,

‘When the father of o family perceives his own wrinkles and gi'ey huir,
committing the eare of his wife 4o his,svns, or accompazied by her, let
him repair to the woods and become a hermit,’—Manu, VI, 2. It was
wenal for kinge, at & certain time of life, to sbdicate the throne in favour
of the heir-apparent, and pass the remainder of their days in scclusion,

7 A frequent gffering to our household gods.

This was an offering (3ali) in honour of those spiritusl beings eslled
¢ household deitics,” which were supposed to hover round and protect honses,
It wos made by throwing up inte the air in some part of the honse,
{¢zenerally ot the door) the remains of the murning and evening meal of
rice or grain, uttering et the same time a mantre, or prayer.

T In othey states of being,
Dim recollections of occwrrences in former states of existenes are sup-
poaed occusionelly to eross the mind, Compars note 37. ’
T The Chamberiain,

The attendant on the women's apartment, He is generally a Brihman,
and usually appears in the plays as & tottering and decrcpit old man,
leaning on his stafl’ of office.

T8 The king of serpents on his thovsand heads,

A taythological serpent, the personificetion of eternity, and king of the
Néigas, or snakes, who inhabit tho lowermost of the seven infernal regions,
His body formed the couch of Vishnu, reposing on the waters of Chaos,
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whilst his thousand heads were the god's canopy. He is aleo suid to
uphold the world on one of his heads, -

T The chamber of the conseerated fire,

Compure nate 61.
% Two hevalds.

These heralds wore introduced into Hinda plays something in the
same manner 88 a Chorus; and, although their especial duty was to
wnnounce, in measured verse, the periods of the day, and particulerly the
Exed divisions into which the king's day was divided; yot the strain
which they poured forth frequently contnined allusions to incidental cir-
cumstances. The royul office was mo sincoure. ¥rom the Dasa-kumbra
it appears that the day and night werc each dividod into cight portions
of one hour and a half, reckoned from sun.rise; end wero thus distri-
bated :—Day—1. The king, being dressed, is to andit accounts; 2. He is
to pronounce judgment in appeals; 3. He is to breakfast; 4 He is to
receive and muke prescnts; 5. He is to discuss politieal questions with
his ministers; 6. He is to amuse himself; 7. He is to roview his truops;
8. He iz to hold a military council,—Night—1. He is to receive the
reports of his spies and envoys; 2. He is to sup or dine; §. He is to
retire to rest after the perusal of some seered work ; 4 and 5. He is to
sleep; 6. He is to rise and porify himeelf; 7. Ho is to hold a private
consultation with his minieters, and instruct his officers; 8. He is to
attend upon the Purehits or family-pricst, for the performance of religions
ceremonies. Bee Wilson's Hindic Theatre, vol. 1, p. 209, -

" Feeling a quivering sensation in ker right eyelid,
Compare note 18,
W The protector of the four cleases of the people, the guardian of the
Jour orders of the pricsthood,

The most remarkeble feature in the Hindd social system, ax depicted
in the plays, was the division of the people into four clusses or cestes :—
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1at, The sacredotal, consisting of the Brahmans.—2nd, The military, con-
sisting of fighting men, and including the king himself and the royal
family, This class enjoyed great privileges, and must have been practicelly
the most powerful.—3rd. The tommercial, including merchantsa and
husbandmen.—4th. The scrvile, comsisting of servants and staves.~—Of
these four divisions the first elone has been preserved in ite purity to the
present day, although the RAjputs eloim to be the representatived of the
second class, The others have been lost in a multitude of mixed castes
formed by intermarrisge, and bound together by similarity of trade or
oceupation, 'With regard to the sacerdotal clss, the Brihmans, who
formed it, were held to be the chief of all human beings ; they were pupe-
rior to the king, and their lives and property were protected by the most
siringcnt laws, They werc to divide their lives into four quarters, during
which they passed through the four ordera of the priesthood, viz., as
religious students, as houschollers, as anchorites, and as religious
mendicants.
#L That he ig pleased with til-assortad unions,

The god Brehmé scems to have enjoyed a very unfortunate notoriety
a8 taking pleasure in ill-assorted marriages, and cncouragiong them by his
own example in the ense of his own daughter.

62 Sachls sacrod pool near éakrdwtém.

Sakra is o name of the god Indra, and Bukrévatéra is n seered place
of pilgrimage where he descended upon earth, Sachi is his wife, to whom
a tirtha, or holy bothing-place, was probably comsecrated st the place
where Sakoontels had performed her sblutions. Compare Note 14,

¥ The wily Koil,
Compare Note 66.

8 IFUA the discus, or mark of empire in the Tistes of hix hand,

‘When the lizes of the right hand formed themselves into o cirele, it
was thought to be the mark of a future hero or emperor.
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M most refined oscupation, vertainly !

Spoken ironically. The oecupation of a fisherman, and, indeed, any
occopation which invelved the sin of slaughtering animels, was considered
deapicahle, Fishermen, butchers, and leather-sellers, were equally objects
of scorn. In Lower Bengal the castes of Jaliyis ard Bagdis, who live by
fishing, ete,, are emongst the lowest, and eke out a precarious livelihood
by _thisving and dacoity.

% _And ke should not forsake ¥,

The great HindG law-giver i very peremptory in restricting special
ocenpations (such ns fishing, slaughtering animals, basket-uaking}, to the
mized and lowest castes, ‘A man of the lowest easte, who, through
covetousness, lives by the acts of the highest, let the king strip of =il his
wealth and banish, His own bueiness, though badly performed, is pre-
ferable to that of enother, though well performed.” (Maau, x. 96.) The
snorifics of animaly was enjoined on the priests of the god Siva enly,

¥ Qarp.

That is, the Rohita, or Rohi {red) fish Cyprinus rehita), o kind of

carp found in lakes and ponds in the neighbourhood of the Gonges. It

grows to the length of three foet, is very voracious, and its flesh, though

it often has & muddy teste, ia edible. Its back is olive-coloured, its belly of

a golden hue, ite fins and eyes red. This fish ie often caught in tanks in
Lower Bengal of the weight of twenty-five ur thirty pounds.

8 I long to begin binding the fimwers round his head,

It is evident from the Mélati-Médhava, and other plays, that a vietim, -
sbout to be offered as & eacrifive, had o wreath of flowers bound round the
head,

. 8 The great vernal festival,

In celebration of the return of Spring, and ssid te be in honour of

Krishna, and of his son Kbémadewn, the god of Love. It is identifled



NOTES, e
with the Holi or Dola-yitra, the Satorneliy, or ruther, Carnival of the
HindGs, when people of alt conditions taka liberties with each other,
eapeeially by seattering red powder and colonred wator on the clothes of
persons passing in the stroet, as deseribod in the play ealled Ratnfvali, where
the crowd are represented a8 using syringes and weterpipes. Flewcrs, and
cepecinily the opening blossoms of the mango, weuld naturully be much
employed for decoration &t this festival, as an offuring to the god of Love,
Tt was farmerly held on the full moon of, the month Chaitre, or about the
beginning of April, but is now eslcbrated on the full moon of Phalguna,
or about the beginning of March. The ether great Hindd festival, held
in the autwmn, about October, is called Durgh-phijs, being in honour of
the goddess Durgh, The Holi fustival is now so disfigurcd by unseemly
pructives and coarse jests that it is roprobated by the respectable natives,
and will, probably, in the cotrss of time, either div out or be prohibited
by legal enactment,

W _Am not I named afier the Kail ?
Compnre note 66,
W Thy five unerring shafts.
Clompare note 47. :
¥ The amaranth,

That is, the Kuraveke, vither the erimson smaranth, or 8 purple species

of Buirleria.
¥ My finger burning with the glow of leve.

Howevor offensive to our motions of good taste, it is certain that, in
Hinda erotic poetry, a hot hand is conwidered to be one of the sipgrs of
possionate love. Compare Othello, Aet IIT,, Sccno 4, *Give me your
hand : this hand is moist, my lady—hot, hot, and moiat.’

W The airy vapours of the desert.

A kind of mirage floating over waate places, and appesring at a distance
like water. Travellers and some animals, esperielly drer, are anpposed tie
be atiracted and deceived by it
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o flidluga,

‘The uame of this celebrated rangoe of mountsine is derived from twi
Sanskrit worde, Adma, *iee, or ‘snow’ (Lat. Afems), and ¢lays, *abodo.”
The pronunciation Mimaléya is incorreet.

" As Siva did the poison a¢ the Deiuge,

At the churning of the oeean, after the Deluge, by the gods and demons,
for the recovery or production of fourteen sacred things, s deadly poison
called Kale-kGta, or Halt -hale, was generated, so virnlent that it would
have destroyed the world, had not the god Siva ewallowed it. Its only
effeet was to leave a dark bluo mark on his throat, whenet his nome Nila-
kantha. This namc ie 2lso given te a eactiful bird, not wholly unlike
our jay, common in Bengal,

¥ Palgee of elowds.

The palnee of king Dushyanta, so called because it was lofty s the
clouds.

¥ The foreman of a guild bolonging to AW.

The ehief of a guild or corporation of artisans practising the same
trede.  Ayodhyéh, or the Invineible City, wes the ancient cepital of Rama.
chandra, founded by Ikshwiku, the first of the eolar dynasty, It was
situnted on the river Sarayu in tho north of India, and is now ealied Oude.

w My ancestors
Ifsat drink these glistening toars, the last libation.

Oblations to the mones of the deccased were offered by the nearest
surviving rolatives scon after deeth; and were repeated once or, according
to some, twice in every year. They were supposed to be necessery to
seqnio the reaidence of the souls of the dead in the world appropriated to
the mancs. The cercinony itélf was ealled Sréddhe, and generally con-
sistel in offering a cake made of rice and milk, or in pouring out water,
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nr water and sesamume-seed mixed.  These eerewonios still take pluce in
Indis, end their colebration is marked by magnificent feasts, to which
velations and o Lost of Brohwmans arc invited, A native who had grewn
rich unlawfully in the time of Warven Hastings, is known to have spent
nine lakhs of rupecs on his mother's rhddhn; and large sams, though
wot, perhaps, equal to the above, are still spent on similar occusions by
weultihy Hindos, -

W The mother of the great India.

. That is Aditi, the wife of lﬁs}npu, with whom, in their saered retreat,
Bakoontals was enjoying en asylum,

01 Phistinguishes the milk from worthicss water.

The Hindas imagine that the flaminge (& kind of awan) is the veliicle
on which the god Brahméb is borne through the air; aud thet this bird,
being fond of the pulpy fibres of the water-lily, has boen gifted by him
with the power of sepurating the milky from the watery portion of the
juice contained in the stalk of that plent.

W Mdtali.

The charioteer of Indra. In tho picturcs which ropresent this god
mounted on his usual vehicle, an elephont {colled Airavata), Mitali i seen
seatid before him on the withers of the animal, seting as its driver, In
the plays, however, Indea iz generally represented borne in a chariot
drawn by two horscs, guided by Matali,

193 Edlanems,
A Daitya or demon, with a hundred arms and as mony heads,

164 Nedrada.

A celebrated divine sage, usnally reckonod smong the ten putrinrchs
fivst created by Brahm&, Ho ncted #e a messonger of the gods.
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Uk Tinged with celestial sandal from the breast.

'The breast of Indra was dyed yellow with u fragrant kind of sandul-
woold (hari-chandans) ; and the garland, by rnbbing against if, became
tinged with the same colowr. Wreaths ani gartunds of flowers were much
used by the Iindas as murks of honorary distinetion, as well as for orna-
ment o festive oceasions.  They were suspenmiled ronml the neck.

IS The eoer-blvoming tree of Nandana,

That is, Mandiira, one of the five ever-blooming trees of Nandane, or
Swergn, 1ndra’s heaven,  The two mest celebrated of these trees were the
IMirijata ond the Kalpa-druma, or tree granting all desircs, Each of the
superior Himla gods has a heaven, paradise, or Elysium of his own, That
of Brahmh ia callod Bralima-loks, situate on the sammit of Monnt Meru;
that of Vishnu ia Vaikuptha, on the Himflayas ; that of Siva und Kuvera
ts Iuilisa, ulso on the Ilimélayas ; that of Indes is Swargn or Nandane.
The latter, though propesly on onw of the puints of Mount Meru, below
Brahmb's paradise, is sometimes identificd with the ephoro of the sky or
heaven in gencral,

Wt Jayanta,

'Fhe son of Indra by his favourite wife Paulomi or Sachi.

8 The lon-man's teryific olaws.

Vishnu, in the moustroue shupz of a creature half man, half lion
{which was hig fonrth Avathr ov incarnation) delivered the threc worlds,
that is to sny, earth, heaven and the lower regions, from the tyranmy of
an ingolent demon called Hiranya-kesipu.

108 Wy jowrney in the path of Parivaha,

The Hindae divide the heavens into seven Mérgas, paths or orbits,
rasigning a particular wind to each. The sixth of these paths is thet of
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Although in the following translation it has been
thought expedient to conform to modern usage, by
indicating at the head of each Act the scene in which
it is laid, yet it is proper to apprize the English reader
that in scenery and scenic apparatus the Hindd drama
must have been very defective. No directions as to
changes of scene are given in the original text of the
play. 'Lhisis the more curious, as there are numerous
stage-directions which prove that, in respect of dresses
and decorations, the resources of the Indian theatre
were sufficiently ample.

It is probable that a curtain suspended across the
stage, and divided in the centre, answered all the
purposes of scenes. Behind.-the curtain was the space
or room called nepathye, where the decorations were
kept, where the actors attired themselves, and remained
in readiness before entering the stage, and whither
they withdrew on leaving it. When an actor was to
enter hurriedly, he was directed to do so  with a toss
of the curtain.’ :

The machinery and pa.raphernalm of the Indian
theatre were also very limited, contrastmg in this
respect unfavourably with the amclent. ‘Greek theatre,
which appears to have comprehended nearly all that
modern ingenuity has devised. Nevertheless, seats,
thrones, weapons, and chariots, were certainly intro-
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the Great Bear, and its peculize wind 3 called Pavivaba.  "This wind is
supposed fo bewr along the sevew stars of Urse Major, anl to propel the
heavenly Gouges.

W e triple Ganges,

The Ganges was supposcd to take its rise in the toe of Vishun (whenee
viie of its nunes, Vishou-padi}; thenee it flowed through the heavenly
sphere, being borne along by the wind Parivahe and identified with the
Mandékini, or Milky Wuy, Its sccond eourso in through the eirth; but
the weight of its deacent wag borne by Biva's head, whence, afier wander-
ing among the tresses of biy huir, it descended through o chasm in the
Himilayns. Itethird comrse is through 1'atila, or the lower regions, the
residence of the Daityas and Nagus, and not to be confounded with
Narzka, * hell,” ¢ the place of punishment.”

M He apanned the k i hig d siride.

The story of Vishnu’s second stride was this : —An Asura, or Daitya,
namod Beli, liad, by his devotions, gained the dominion of Ieuven, Eurth
and Patala. Vishon underteok to trick him ont of his power, and as-
suming the form of 4 Vamana, or dwurf (bis fifth Avetar), he appeared
beforo the giant and begred as a boon as much land s8 he could pace in
three stops, “This was grunted: and the god immediately expanded lim-
u21f till he filled the world; deprived Bali, at the firet step, of Earth; at
the eecond, of Heaven; but, in consideration of some merit, left Fatals
gtill ander his rule.

W2 T sor the motsture-loving Chdtakas,
The Chataka is & kind of Cuckoo (Cuewlus Melamoleucus). Tho
Ilindds suppose that it drimke only the water of the clouds, and their
posts usually introduoe allusione to this bird in connexion with cloudy or

rainy weather,
B Golden-peak.
A saerced range of mounteins lying among the Himilaya chain, and
apparently identical with, or immediately adjncent to Kailase, the paradise
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of Kuvera, the god of weulth, It is hiere deseribed se the mountaiy of the
Kimpurushas, or servants of Kuvern, They are & dwerfleh kind of monster,
with the bedy of 2 man and the head of u horse, and are otherwiso ealled
Kinnara.

1 Kasyapa.

Kaa?n.pn. was the son of Brahmf’'s son, Matichi; and was one of
those Datriarehs (created by Brahmé to supply the universe with in-
habitonts), who after ﬂﬁlling their mission, retired from the world i
practice penance, He was a progenitor on a magnificent scale, a8 he is
considered to huve been the father of tho gods, demons, man, fish, reptiles
snd all animals, by the thirtecn daughters of Dakshe. The eldest of the
thirteen, his favourite wife, wos Aditi, from whom were born Indra and
all the inferior gods, and particularly tho twelve Adityus, or forms of the
san, which represent him in the several months of the year, From Diti,
Danu, and others of the romaining twelve, came the Daityas, Dinavas,
and other demons,

Wb No agered cord iz bwined,

The serpont's skin was uscd by the ascetic in place of the regular
Brihmanical cord, This thread or eord, sometimaes called the saerificial
cord, might be made of various substances, such as cotton, homper or
woollen thread, according to the class of the wearer; end was worn over
the left shoulder and under the right. The rito of investiture with this
thread, whick conferred the title of *twice-born," and corresponded in
some respects with the Christian rite of baptism, was performed on youths
of the first three clagscs {compare note 80, al ages varying from eight to
gixteen, from eleven to twenty-two, and from twelve to twenty-four,
respectively. Al present the Brihmans elone, and 8 fow who claim to
bo Kshatriyas, have & right to woar this thread, Not long since, a Koyath
{or man of the writer caste) in Bengal, whe attempted to claim it, waa
excommunicated,
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V6 _And bivdy constriet their neats within its folds,

Buch was the immoveable impassivencss of this ascetic, that the ants
had thrown up their mound os high as his weist without being disturbed,
and birds had bailt their nests in his hair.

N _tnd need no other nourishment,

The Hindas imaging thet living upon air is & proof of the highest
degreo of spirituality to which a men can attain,

U8 A soka-trec.

Thoe Aeoka (Joresia Asok) is one of the most beantiful of Indisn
trees, Sir W. Joucs obscrves that.* the vegetable world ecerco cxhibitaa
richer right than an Aecka-trce in full bloom. It is about as high as an
ordinary cherry tree.  The flowers are very large, and beautifully diversi-
fied with tints of orange-scarlet, of pele yellow, end of bright orange,
which form a varicty of shudes according fo the age of the blossom.”

19 And with ki artless amiles
Gladdong their kearts.

Chézy is envapturcd with this verse: *+ . . strophe imcomparablo,
que tout pre, ou plutlt toute mire, ne pourra lire sans sentir battre son
coour, tant la podte a au y tendre, aveo les nusnces les plus délicates,
Yexpression vivante do P'amour maternel.’ Compare Btativs, Theb.,
Book v., line 613,

¢ Heu ubi siderci vnltus? ubi werba ligatis
Imperfecta sonis ! risusque et murmurs soli
Intellecta mihi *

30 B iz againat propriety o make too minule iuguiries aboui the
wifs of anvther man.

The HinddGa were very careful o screen their wives from the curiosity
of strangoers; and their greot lawgiver, Mawvu, enjoined thet married
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women shouid be cautiously guarded Ly their husbands in the nner
apartmenty (antrhpurs) approprigted to women (called by the Muham-
madans Haram, end it common parlance in Indis ender-maidil) The
chief duty of 8 marricd woman's lifo seems to have been to keep as quiet
as posaible, to know as littlo as possible, to hear, see and inquire about
nbthing; snd abovo all, to avold being hersclf the subjeet of conversation
or inquiry; in short, the sole end and object of her existence was to act
as o good hesd-servent, yielding to her husbend a servile obedience,
regulating the affuirs of his family, preparing his daily food, and suporin-
tending his homsehold (Manu IX,, 11, 16). But, notwithstanding the
socicl restrictions to which women were subjected, over in the earlier
poriods of Indian history, it secms probable that thoy were not rigidly
excluded from goneral society wntil aftor the introduction of Muham-
madan customs into Indis. It appears from the plays that they were
allowed to go into public on certain occasions; they took part in bridal
processions, and were permitted to enter tho temples of the gods.
Sakoontala appears in the court of King Dushyanta, and ploads hor own
cause: and Vasavadatth, in the °Ratnfvali;’ holds a conversation with
her father's envoy. Even in lator times the prescnec of men, other than
hushands or sons, in the inner apartments, was far from being prohibited,
See Wilson's ¢ Hindfi Theatro,” xliii.

WU Her long hair
Twined in a single braid.
The HindG women collect their hair into  single long braid as a sign
of mourning, when their husbands are dead or abeent for o long period.

Y3 Shines forth from dim eplipse,

The following is the Hindd notion of an cclipse :—A certain demon,
which had the tail of & dragon, was docupitated by Vishgu at the churning
of the ocean; but, as he had praviously tasted of the Amrit or nectar
reproduced at that time, he was thereby rendercd immortsl, and his head



NUTES, 29

and tail, retaining their sepurate existenee, were transferred to the stellar
sphere, The hend was cullod Rghn, and beeame the canse of erlipacs, by
endeavouring at varions times to swallow the sun and meou. Bnin the
¢ Hitopadeda,” line 192, the moon is said to be eaten hy Rihu, With
regard to the love of the Moon for Rohini, the fourth lunat constelintion,
woe note 53,

T Al ungdoried.,

That is, from the absence of colouring or paint.

14 The power of derkncss,

According to the Hindf philosophy there were three qualities or pro-
perties incident to the state of humanity, viz. : 1. Sattwe, © excellence’ or
‘goodness’ {quiescence), whenes proceed truth, knowledge, purity, ete.
2, Rgjas, *paesion’ or *foulness® (activity), which produces lust, pride,
falsehood, ete., and is the causo of pain, 3. Tamas, * darknese’ (inertie},
whence procred ignorance, infatnation, delusion, mental blindness, ete.

125 Ohsldren of Brakmd’s sons.

Kacyaps and Aditi were the children of Marichi and Dakshe respre.
tively, and thean last wore the sons of Brahma,

120 The vuler of the triple world,

That is, Indra, lord of heavem, earth, and the lower regions. Compnre
noten 110, 113,

= Whom Visknu, greater than the Self-existont.

Vishnu, as Narayene, or the Supremo Spirit, moved over the waters
before the creation of the world, and from his navel came the lotus from
which Brahm#, or the Sclf-existent, sprang. As Vishpw, the Preserver,
ha became incarnate in various forms; and chose Eafyape and Aditi, from
whom all bumen beings were descended, as his mediom of incarnation,
espocially in the Avathr in which he was called Upendra, ! Indra’s younger
brother.” Hence it appears that the worshippers of Vishnw exalt him
above the Creator.
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128 Fhe varth's reven seu-givt fsles. .

. Acvording to the mythical geography of the Hindés, the earth con-
sisted of seven istands, or rather imeular coniinepts, surrounded by seven
seas, That inhabited by men wae colled Jambudwips, and was in the
centre, having in the middlo of it the srered mountain Mcru or Sumeru,
s kind of Mount Olympus, inhgbited by the gods, About Jambm flowed
the sen of salt-watcr which extends to the second Dwipa, called Plaksha,
which ie in its tara surrounded by a sen of sugar-cane juicd. And so with
tho five othar Dwipas, viz., é.’:lmali, Kusa, Kruuncha, §6ka and Pushkara,
which are geverally surrounded by the scas of wine, clarified butter, curds,

milk and freshewater.
128 Blavata.

The name Bharata is derived from the root di#i (fero) *to support.’
Many Indian princes were so named, but the most celebrated was thia
aon of Dushyanta and Sakoontslé, who so extended his empire that from
him the whole of India was called Dharata-varsha or Bhirato-vorshe ;
and whose descendants, the sons of Dhritartshtra and I*indu, by their
quarrols; formed the subject of the great cpic poem called Mahfbhérata.
The Hindiis at the present day contince to call Indin by the namo

Bharata-varsha.
120 The Sage Bharata.

The Bhareta here intended must not he eonfounded with the young
prince. He was a holy sage, the director or manager of the gods’ dramas,
and inventor of theatrical representations in general, He wrote a work
containing precepts and rules rolating to cvery branch of drematic
writing, which appears to have been lost, but is constantly quoted by the

commentators.
(A Saraswati.

The wife of the god Brahmf. She is the goddess of spescl aud
eloquence, potroneas of the arts and sciemocs, and invemtress of the
Banskrit langnago, Thers is a festival still held in her homour for two
days, sbout Februery in overy year, when no Hinda will touch o pen or
write a letter. The courts arc all closed accordingly.
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Wt The purple self-exintent yod.

Siva is usunlly vepresented as borne on a bull; his colour, as well as
that of the animal he rides, being white, to denote the purity of Justice,
over which he presides. In his destroying capacity, be is characterized
by the quality ‘darkeess,’ and nemed Rudra, Kila, ete., when his colour
is said to be purple or black, Some refer the epithet * purple’ to the
colour of his throat: compare note 88. * Self-existent, elthough properly
u name of Brahmé, the Creator, is applied equally to Vishnn and Siva.

W JWhose vitel Energy.

That is, Niva'e wife, Parvati, who wes supposed to personify his emergy
or active power. Excmption from further transmigration, and absorption
into the divine soul, was the summwm bowum of HindG philesophy,
Cowmpare note 37,

13 By my divine faculty of meditation,
Celestial beings were endowed with a mental faculty {called pravid-

Adng), which cnabled them to arrive at the knowledge of premat and

future eventa,
W A roseate dye wherawith to stain

The lady s feot.

That is, the solcs of her feet. It was custompry for Hindd ledies tu
stain the soles of their foct of n yed ecolour with the dye made from lac, ¢
minute inscet, bearing somo resemblance to the cochineal, which punctures
the bark of the Indian flg-troe, and surrounds itself with the milky
resinous juico of that tree. This custom is alluded to in one of Paterson's
Hinda odes—

¢ The rose linth humbly bowed to meet,
With glowing lips, her hallowed foot,
And Jent them all its bloom.’
Seo ¢ Meghu-iota (Edit. Johuson), p. 32.

BIEI'HEN AVSTLE, l'RINrKli. HENTFOED,
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duced, and as the intercourse between the inhabitants
of heaven and carth was very frequent, it is not im-
probable that there may bave been aérial contrivances
to represent the chariots of celestial beings, as on the
Greek stage, It is plain, however, from the frequent
occurrence of the word ndfayitwd, gesticnlating,’
* acting,” that much had to be supplied by the imagina-
tion of the spectator, assisted by the gesticulations of
the actors. _

For further information relative to the dramatic
system of the Hindds, the reader is referred to the
notes appended to the present translation. It is hoped
that they will be found to explain every allusion that
might otherwise be unintelligible to the English

reader.
M. W.

" Easr-Inpia Couurer, Haneveuay,
Tanuary, 1856,






PERSONR REPRESENTED.

Doswvanta, king of Inpra,

MArnavYa, the joster, friend and companion of the Kixy,

Kaxws, chief of the hermits, foster-ﬁtﬁer of SAKOONTALA.

SENGALAVA, } firo Brdhmans, belonging to the hermitage of

éimmﬂn, ' Kawwa,

MiTgivasv, hrother-in-law of the Kixu, and superiniendent of

' the city police.

Jinuka grd BUCHARS, Lwo constabler.

VATAYANS, tho chamberluin or atiendant on the womew's apart-
wmenty.

Bouanira, the dowestio preest.

Kanapmaxa, a messenger of the queen-mother.

Razvarrea, the warder or doorkesper.

Mirary, chariotser of Inpna.

Banva-pauawa, afterwards Buanava, o Uitle boy, son of
Dusmranta 3y Sax0oXTALL.

Kabzara, 6 divine sage, progemitor of men and gu;h, son of
Maricm, and grandson of BrarmMA.



XXx PERSONE REPRESENTED.

SaxooxTaL, daughter of the sage VISWAMITEL and fhe nymph
Menaki, foster-child of the hermit Kanwa.

Prrrasvapi ond ANssOYA, female atlendants, companions of
SaxoonTaLi.

Gavraxt, a koly matron, supertor of the fomale nhabitants of
the hermitage.

VasuMati, the quesn of DUSHYANTA.

SAxvuaTt, @ nymph, friond of Saxoonrari,

Tanaxiei, porsonal attendant of the Kixa.

CuaruRiEs, personal atiendent of the Quuxy.

Veraavati, fomals werdsr or door-kesper.

Parasarrrixi and Mapmvzamied, moidens sn cherge of the
roysl gardens.

BovaaTd, 4 nurse,

Aprry, wife of Kadivara; grand-dunghter of BraBuai, through
Aer father DaxsHA.

Cuarroteer, Fremrunay, Orvicers, ANn HEBMITS.






RULES FOR THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE
PROPER NAMES.

Oesinvy, that in order to secure the correct pronunciation
of the title of this Drama, ‘Sakntali’ hos been speltl
‘éakoontulﬁ.,’ the # heing pronounced like the » in the
Engish word rule.

The vowel ¢ must invariably be pronounced with a dull
sound, like the & in organ, or the % in fun, sun. Dushyania
must therefore be pronounced as if written Dooshyunts. The
long vowel 4 is pronounced like the # in Izef, ear?; ¢ like
the ¢ in pin, sin; ¢ like the ¢ in marine; o like tho ¢ in
grey; o Yike the o in s0; of like the ai in aisle; au like

gy in the German word Jaum, or like the o in our.

The consonants ere generally pronounced as in English,
but ¢ has always the sound of g in gum, give, never of g
in gin. 8 with the acoont over it (8), has the sound of

& in swre, or of the last & i sssaion,



SAKOONTALA
OB,

THE LOST RING.

PROLOGUE.

BENEDICTION.

isa preserve you!! he who is revealed

In these eight forms? by man perceptible—
Water, of all creation’s works the firat;
The fire that bears on high the sacrifice
Presented with solemnity to heaven;

The Priest, the holy offerer of gifts;

The Sun and Moon, those two majestic orbs,
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Eternal marehallers of day and night ;

The subtle Ether, vehicle of sound,

Diffused throughout the boundless aniverse ;
The Earth, by sages oalled ¢ The place of birth
Of all material essences and things’ ;

And Air, which giveth life to all that breathe.

STAUE-MANAGER.

[-dfter the recitation of the benediction.]
[ Eooking towards the tiring-room.

Lady, when you have finished attiring yoursclf, come this
WaY.
ACTRESS, [ Entering.

Hero I am, Bir; what are your commands ?

BIAGE-NANAGER.

Wo are here before the eyes of an audience of educated

and discerning men ;* and have to represent in their presence

8 new drama composed by Kaliddsa, colled *Bakoontsld, or,

the Lost Ring’* ZIet the whole company exert themselves
to do justice to their seversl parts.
' ACTRESS,

You, Sir, have so judiciously mensged the cast of the

characters, that nothing will be defective in the acting.
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STAGE-MANAGER.
Lady, I will tell you the exact state of the case.
No skill in aeting can I deem complete,
Till from the wise the actor gain applausc:
Know that the heart e'en of the truly ekilful,
Sh.rinka from too boastful confidence in self.

ACYRESS. [ Modestly.

You judge correctly. And now, what are your commands ?

STAGE-MANAGER.
‘What can you do better than engage the attention of the
andicnee by some captivating melody ?

ACTEESS,
‘Which among the seasons shall I select as the subjeot of
my song ?
- STAGE-MANAGER,
You surely ought to give the preference to the presemt
Summer season ® that has but recently commenced, & season
80 rich in enjoyment. For now '
Uneceasing are the charms of haleyon days,
‘When the cool bath exhilarates the frame ;
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‘When sylvan geles are laden with the scent
Of fragrant Pitalas; * when soothing sleep
Creeps softly on beneath the deepening shade;
And when, at last, the duloet calm of eve
Entrancing steala o’er every yiclding sense.

ACTRESS.
I will,
Fend maids, the chosen of their hearts to please,
Intwine their ears with sweet Sirfsha flowers,
‘Whose fragrant lips attract the kiss of beea
That softly murmur through the summer hours,

[Seuge.

STAGE-MANAGER.

Charmingly sung! The audience are motionless as statues,
their eouls riveted by the enchanting strain, ‘What subject
chall we select for representation, that we may-ensure a
continuance of their favour?

ACTRESS,

‘Why not the same, Bir, anncunced by you at firet? TLet
the drams called ‘Sakoontald, or the Lost Ring,’ be the
subject of our dramatic performance.
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STAGE-MANAGER.
Rightly reminded! TFor the moment I had forgotten it.
Your song’s transporting melody decoyed

My thoughts, and rapt with ecstasy my soul ;
As now the bounding antelope allures
The King Dushyanta® on the chase intent.

[Exount.
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ACT 1.
BcERE—A Forest.

Enter King DusHYARTA, armed with a bow and arrow, in a
chariot, ohasing an antslops, attendsd by s CHARIOTEER.
CHARIOTEER.

[ Zooking ai the deer, and them ot the Kixa. .
Great Prince, .

‘When on the antelope I bend my gaze,
And on your Majesty, whose mighty bow
Haa its string firmly braced ; before my eyes
The god that wields the trident® seems revealed,
Chasing the deor that flies from him in vain.
KING. -
Charioteer, this fleet antelope has drawn us far from my
attendanis. See! there he rune: .
Aye and anon his gracefnl neck he benda
To cast & glance at the pursuing car;
And dreading now the swift-descending shaft,
Contracts into itself his slender frame :
About his path, in scattered fragments strewn,
The half-chewed grass falls from his panting mouth;
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Bee ! in his airy hounds he seems to iy,

And leaves no trace upon th’ elastic turf.
[ With astonishment.
How now! swift as is our pursuit, I scarce can ace him.

CHARIOTEER.

Sire, the ground here is full of hollows; I have therefore
drawn in the reins and checked the speed of the chariot.
Hence the deer has somewhat gained upon us. Now that
we ato passing over level glound, we shall have no éliﬁlculty
in overtaking him,

Loosen the reins, then.
CHARIOTEER.
The King is obeyed. [Drivss the shariot at full speed.] Great
Prinee, sea! see!
Responsive to the slackened rein, the steeds
Chafing with eager rivalry, career
'With emulative fleetness o’er the plain;
Their necks outstretched, their waving plumes, that late
Fluttered above their brows, ave motionless; ©*
Their aprightly ears, but now erect, bent Jow;
Themselves unsullied by the circling dust,
That vainly follows on their rapid course.

EING.
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KIRG. [Voyously.
In good sooth, the horses seem as if they would outstrip
the steeds of Indra and the Sun.
That which but now shewed to my view minuts
Quickly agsumes dimension ; that which seemed
A moment since disjoined in diverse parts,
Looks suddenly like one compacted whole;
That which is really cmo%ed in its shape
In the far distance left, grows reguler;
‘Wondrous the chariot’s speed, that in a breath,
Makes the neer distant and the distant near.
Now, Charioteer, see me kill the deer. [ Takes aim.
A YOICE BEUIND THE BCEKNES,
Hold, O King! this deer belongs to our hermitage. XKill
it not! kill it not!
CHARTOTEER. [Listening and tooking.
Great King, some hermits have stationed themselves so as
to screen the antelope at the very moment of ite coming
within range of your arrow.
' KING., [Hastily,
Then stop the horses.

CHARTOTEER.
I ohey. [Stops the chariot.
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Enter ¢ HirMrr, and lwo others with hm.
, HERMIT.  [Bairing his Kand.
This deer, O King, helongs to our hermitage. Kill it
not! kill it not! |
Now heaven forbid this barbﬁ‘fl shaft descend
Tpon the fragile body of a fawn,
Like fire upon a heap of tender flowers!
Can thy steel bolts no meeter quarry find
Than the warm life-blood of a harmless deer?
Restore, great Prince, thy weapon to its quiver
Mare it becomes thy arms to ehield the weak,
Than to bring angnish on the innocent, .

KING.
*Tis done. T [Replaces the arrow in fia guiver,

HEBMIT.

- Worthy is this action of a Prince, the light of Puru’s
rahe, 18 _ . o
Well does this act befit a Princo like thee,

. Right worthy is it of thine ancostzy.
“Thy guerdon be & son of poerleen worth,
- Whesrwide dominion shall embrase the seith.
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BOTH THE OTHER HEEMITS, :
. [ Raiving their hands,

May heaven indeed grant thee & son, a aoversign of the

earth from gea to sea! '
EING. [Bowing.

I accept with gratitude a Brihman's benediction.

‘We came hither, mighty Prince, to collect sacrificial wood.
Here on the banks of the Mdlin{ you may perceive the
bermitage of the great sage Kenwa.* If other duties
reguire mot your presence, deign to enter and accept our
hospitality. : |

‘When you bekold our penitential rites
Performed without impediment by Bainte

Rich only in devotion, then with pride

Will you reflect, Such are the holy men .

Who call me Gruardian; such the men for whom
To wield the bow I bare my nervous arm, -
Scarred by the motion of the glancing string.

Is the Chief of your Bociety now at home?
No; he has gone to Soma-tirtha™ to propitiate Destiny,
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which threatens his daughter Sukoontald with some calamity ;
but he has commisgioned her in his absence to entertuin all
guesta with hospitality,
_ KING.

Good! I will pay her a visit. She will make me sequainted

with the mighty eage’s acts of penance and devetion.
: HEBMIT.
And we will depart on our errand. : .
. [Eiwét with his companions,
KTNG. -

Charioteer, urge on the horses. We will at least purify

our souls by a sight of this hallowed retreat.

onmou:m
Your Majesty is cboyed.
: Ety [Mumcwwtbmt velocily.
KING. (Zooking alf abowt him,

Charioteer, even without being told, T should have known
that these were the precincte of 2 grove consecrated to
penitential rites. ' :

CHARTOTERR.
How so? S
' KINe.

Do nat you observe?

- Beneath the trees, whose hollow tranks afford

Smammttommysnuﬂmgbmod
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Of purrots, scattered grains of rice lie strewn.

" Lo! here and there are seen the polished slabs

That serve to braise the fruit of In
The gentle roe-deer, taught to trust in man,
Unstartled hear our voices. On the paths

Appenr the traces of burk-woven vesta ¥* -
Borne, dripping from the limpid found of waters.

And mark!

Laved are the roots of trees by deep cenals, ™'
‘Wheose glassy waters tremble in the breeze;
The sprouting verdure of the leaves is dimmed-
By dueky wreathe of upward curling smoke
From burnt oblations ; and on new-mown lawns
Around our cer grage 'leisnrely the fawns.

A

CHARTOTRER.

1 observe it all.

MM, [ Advascing a littie further.

The inhabitants of tlus sapred retreat must not be (haturbcd.

Stay the ehanot that I may alight.

- CHARICTEER..

The ‘eine.are held in. - Xouf Ma;esty may denoqmi
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xI¥va. [ Aighting,
Charioteer, groves devoted to penance must be entered in
humble attire. Take these ornaments. [Delivers Ais ornaments
and bow to the Caamtornan.] Charioteer, sce that the horses are
watered, and attend to them until I return from visiting the
inhabitants of the hermitage.
: OHARTOTEER. .
T will. [t
KING. [ Walking and looking about.
Here is the entranco to the bermitage. I will now go in.
[Entoring and fosking s throbbing senation i his arm.
Berenest peace is in this calm retreaﬁ,
By passion’s breath unruffled; what portends
My throbbing arm ? * Why ehould it whisper here
Of huppy love? Yet everywhere around us
Stand the closed portals of events unknown.

" A VOICE DERIND THE SCENES.
This way, my dear companions; this way.
. XN, [ Listewing.
Hark ! I hear voices to the right of yonder grove of trees.
T will walk in that direction. - [Wakbing and lovking about.] Ah!
here ure the maidens of the hermitage coming this way to
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ﬁgbar the shrubs, carrying watering-pots proportioned to
their strength. [Geeing at thom.] How graceful they look!
' .Iﬁpalwessﬁohchm are rarely ours;
The woodland plants outshine the garden flowers.
T will conceal myself in this shade and watch them.
[ Stands gusing at thew.

Enler émo:u'rui, with her two femak compansons, smployed
1 the manner desoribed.

BAKOONTALA.

This way, my dear companions; this way.
ARASTYA. :

Dear Sakoontalé, one would think that father Kanwa had
more affection. for the shrubs of the hermitage even than for
you, seeing he assigns to you who are yourself as delicate as
the fresh-blown jasmine, the task of filling with water the
trenches which encircle their roots.

BAHOONTALL. : :

Dear Auasiyé, although T am charged by my good father
with this duty, yet I cannot regard it as a task. I really
foel a gistarly love for these Flants. [Cominusr watering the sbeu.



aar 1] SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. 15

KING.
Can this be the daughter of Kanwa? The saintly man,
though descended from the great Kasyapa, must be very
deficient in judgment to habituate such a maiden to the
life of & recluse.
The sage who would this form of artless grace
Inure to penance,—thoughtlesaly attempts
To cleave in twain the hard acacia’s stem
‘With the soft edge of a blue lotus-leaf.

Well! concenled behind this tree, I will watch her ﬁ&out
raising her suspicions. ' [Concaals himsaif.
SAKOONTALA.

Good Annsiyk, Priyamvads has drawn thie bark-dresa too
tightly about my chest. I pray thee, loosen it a little.
’ Axasiri.
Iwill. ([Zoosmait.] _
PRITAMYADA, . [ Smdling.
‘Why do you lay the hlame on me? Blame rather your own
blooming yonthfulness which imparts fulnesa to your bosom.
A most just observation! -
This youthfal form, whose bosom’s swalling charms
By the bark’s knotted tissue sre conoealed,
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Like some fair bud elose folded in ite sheath,
Gives not to viow the blooming of its beaunty.
But what am I eaying? Inreal truth, this bark-drees, though
ill-suited to her figure, sets it off like an ornament.
The lotus® with the Saivala* entwined
s not a whit less brilliant : dusky spota
Heighten the lustre of the cold-rayed moon :
This lovely meiden in her dress of bark
Seems all the lovelier. FE'en the meanest garb
Gives to trus beauty fresh attractiveness.
BAXOONTALL. [Zooksng Before her,
Yon Xesers-free ® beckons to me with its young shoots,
which, ss the breeze waves them tfo and fro, appear like
glender fingers. I will go and attend to it.

[ Walks tosoards it,
PRITANMYADA,
Dear Bakoontald, prithee, rest in thet attitude one moment.
HAXOONTALA.
Why eo?
PRITAMVADA.

The Kesara-tres, whilst your graceful form bends about its
stem, appears sa if it were wedded to some lovely twining
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SAROONTALA.
Ah! swuey girl, yon are most appropriately named Priyam-
vield (¢ Bpeaker of flattering things ')

EING.
What Priyamvadd says, thongh complimentary, is never-
theless true.  Verily, '
Her ruddy lip vies with the opening bud;
Her gracoful arms ave as the twining stalks ;
And her whole form is radiant with the glow

Of youthful bemuty, as the tree with bloom.

ANASOTA.
See, dear éakoonhdi, here is the young jasmine, which you
natned ‘the Moonlight of the Grove,” the self-clected wife of
the mango-free. Have you forgotten it.?

SAK0ONTALA.

Rather will T forget myself. [Approaching the plant and looking
atit] How delightful is the scason when the jasmine-crecper
and the mango-tree seem thus to unite in mutual embraces !
The fresh blossome of the jasmine rcsemble the bloom of a
young bride, and the newly-formed shoots of the mange

appear to make it her natural protector. [Comtirmues gasing at it
3
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PRIYAMYADA. [Smeting.
Do you know, my Anasiyi, why Sakoontald gazes so
intently at the jasmine?

No, indeed, I cannot imagine. I pray theo tell me.

f
PRITAMVADA,

She is wishing that es the jasmine is united to a suitable
tree, 8o, in like manmner, she may obtain a hushand worthy of
her.

SAKOONTALA.

Speak for yourself, girl; this is the thought in your own
mind. [ Contineses watering the flowere.
EING.

‘Would that my union with her were permisgible ! and yet
I hardly dare hope that the maiden is sprung from a caste
different from that of the Head of the hermitage. But away
with doubt :

That she is free to wed a warrior-king

My heart attests. For, in conflicting doubts,
The sceret promptings of the good man’s soul
Are an unerring index of the truth.

Howover, come what may, I will ascertain the fact.
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SAKOONTALA. [Ln & fiurry.

Ah! 2 bee, disturbed by the sprinkling of the water, has
Ieft the young jusmine, and is trying to settle on my faco.

[Attempts to drige it away.

EING, [Gasing at her ardently.

Beautiful ! there is something charming even in her repulse.
Where'cr the bee his cager onsot plies,
Now here, now there, she darts her kindling eyes :
‘What love hath yet to teach, fear teaches now,
The furtive glances end the frgwning brow.
[Zn a tons of envy.
Ah happy bes! how beldly dost thou try
To steal the Iustre from her sparkling eye;
And in thy circling movements hover near,
T'o murmur tender socrots in her ear;
Or, 49 she coyly waves her hand, to sip
Voluptuous noctar from her lJower lip !
‘While rising doubts my heart’s fond hopes destroy,
Thou dost the fulness of her charms enjoy.
SAKOONTALA.
This impertinent bee will not rest quiet. 1 must move
clsewhere. {Moving o fow stepe off, and casting o ghunes around.]
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How now! he is following me here. Help! my dear fricnds,
help! deliver me from the attacka of this troublesome insect.

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

How can we deliver you? Call Dushyanta to your aid.
The aacred groves are under the king’s spoecial protection.

HING.

An excellent opportunity for me to show mysclf. Fear
not—1{ Checks hsmself when the words are half-uttered. Asids] But
stay, if I introduce myself in this maaner, they will know
me to be the King. Be it so, I will accost them, neverthcless.

SARODNTALA.
[Moving a step or two further of.
‘What! it still persists in following me.

EING. [Advancing hastily.
When mighty Purn’s offspring sways the earth,
And o’er the wayward holds his threatening rod,
Who dares molest the gentle maids that keep
Their holy vigils here in Eanwa’s grove?
[AR ook at the Kine, and are embarrassed.
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ANABGYA.
Kind sir, no outrage has been commitied; only our dear
friend here was teased by the attacks of a troublesome bec.
[Points to SAKOONTALA.

KING,
[ Turning to SAX0ONTALA.

T trust all is woll with your devotional rites?
[énxoouul.i stands confused and sitsnt.

ANASTYA.

All is well, indeed, now that we arc honoured by the re-
ception of a distingnished guest. Dear éakoontalé, go, bring
from the hermitape an offering of flowers, rice, and frnit.
This water that we have brought with us will scrve to bathe
our guest's feet,®

EING.

The rites of hospitality are already performed; your truly

kind words are the best offering T can reccive.

PRIYAMVADA,
At least be good enough, gentle Bir, to sit dowe awhile,
and rest yoursclf on this scat shaded by the leaves of the
Napta-parna tree,®
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KING,
You, too, must all be fatigned by your employment.

ANASOYA,
Dear éakoontalx’a., there is no impropriety in our =itting by
the side of our gucst: come, let us sit down heve.

[AH sit doren logether.

SAKOONTALA. [Aside.

How is it that the sight of this mun hus made me sensible
of emotions inconsistent with religious vows #

KING.
[Gazing at them ail by turns,

How charmingly your friendship is in keeping with the
oquality of your ages and appearance !

]'lllYAH"AD.i. [Aﬂ-ﬁ'ﬂ ] ANAS‘I’JT.\.

Who cun this person be, whose lively yet dignified manner,
and polite conversation, bespeak him o man of high rank?

ANASUYA.
I, toe, my dear, am very curious to know, I will ask him
myself. [Alud) Your kind words, noble Sir, fill me with
confidence, and prompt me to inquire of what regal fumily
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our noble guest is the ornsment? what country is now
mourning his absence? and what induced a person so
delicately nurtured to expose himsclf to the fatigue of

visiting this grove of penance?

SAEOONTALA. [Aside.

Be not troubled, O my hcart, A]i:mﬁyé in giving utferance
to thy thoughts.

KING. | [deide.

How now shall T reply? shall I make myself known, or

shall I still disguise my real rank? I have it; I will answer

her thus. [4fud] I am the person charged by his majesty,

the descendant of Puru, with the administration of justice

and religion; and am come to this sacred grove to satisfy

myself that the rites of the hermits are free from obstruction.

ANASUYA,
The hermits, then, and all the members of our religious
society have now a guardian.
[S‘luoon'r.u.l gazes bashfully af the Kina,

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.
{ Perceiving the state of her foeelings, and of the
Kixa's, .dvide 2o SaxooNTALL,
Doar Sakoontald, if father Kanwa were but at home to-day—



24 SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. [Aer t.

SAKOONTALA. [Angrily.
‘What if he were?

PRIVAMVADA AND ANASUYA.
He would honour this our distinguished guest with an

offering of the most precious of his posscssions.

SAKOONTATA.
Go te! you have some silly idea in your minds. I will not
ligten to smch remarks.
xiNg.
May I be allowod, in my furn, to ask you maidens a fow
particulars respecting your friend ?

PRITAMVADA AND ANASUYA,

Your requeat, Sir, is un honour.

EING.
The sage Kanwa lives in the constant practice of austerities.
How then, can this friend of yours be called his daughter ?
ANASTYA.
I will explain to you, 8ir. You have heard of an illustrions

sage of regal caste, Viswémitre, whose family name is
Krunika, ¥
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KiNa,
I have.
ANASUYA,
Know that hu is the real father of our friend. The
venerghble Kanwa is only her reputed father. He it was
who brought her up, ;vhen she was deserted by her mother.

KING.

‘ Descried by her mother!” My ouriosity is excited ; pray
let me hear the story from the beginning,

ANASUYA,

You shall hear it, Sir. Bome time since, this sage of regnl
caste, while performing a most severe ponance on the banks
of the river Goddvari, excited the joalousy and alarm of the
gods; insomuch that they despatched a lovely nymph named
Menaka to inferrapt his devotions.

KING.

The inferior f;'ods, I am aware, are jealous® of the power

which the practice of excessive devetion confers on mortals.
ARASUYA.

Well then, it happened that Viswimitra, gazing on the

bewitehing beauty of that nymph at a season when, spring

being in its glory: [Staps short, and appears confussd.




