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THE

RAMAYANA.

AYODHYAKANDA.

HEN the noble Bharads
prooecded o the houea
of bia mafernal noale, he
topdly took with him
Sastughna the repressor
of pussions.  Enter-
tained with love nnd
honor he dwelt thers
fur a tine. e waw {oudled hy his uncle
Asvapati with the love of a son. Though
hoth of them lived there ab ease with avery-
ihing to ploase, the Reroio brothers failed
not ta remember the sped king Dasaratha
and the effuigent king aieo rememberad hin
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two sons fnr away from homwe-—dear Bharata
and Satrughna, each a matobh for Varuna or
a peer of Indra. All the four bulls among
men were alike dear to him just like the
four hands issuing out of his own body.
Yet nmongst them all, the highly energetic
BRamna was the f{ather's darling. He was
posaessed of all the best virtues like lord
Svayambhu amobng the orveation. He was
indeed the eternal Vighnu born in the world
of men at the requess of the gods who wished
for the destvuetion of the baughty Ravana
With shut son of noble splendour Keusalya
shone bright just lika Aditi with the foromost
of celestials, the weilder of the thunderbolt.
He was beantiful and strong, free from envy,
pearless in this wovrld and blessed with all his
father's virtues. With placid aoul he always
spoke softly sud even taunts did vot provoke
a bersh reply. He was pleased witk aven a
single act of obligation and did not remember
even hundreds of injuries on aceount of salf-
control. Tn the intervala of martial exercises
be always discoursed with the good and the
wirtuous and the aged people. He was in-
tolligent and swesb-tongued. He always
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spoke first and spoke what was dear. Ha
was strong bub did not give place to pride of
atrength. He never spoke falsshood, waw
learned and be respected the elders. He wes
beloved of the people and himaelf loved his
subjects. He was tender, with anger subdued
and revered the Brabmins, He was kind to
all creatures, knew dharma, always ruled his
passions and was ever pure. Witk intelli-
gence befitting his race he was prond of his
kshatriva dutiee and considered heaven as
the resuit of highly glorious deeds. He never
engaged bimself in inauspicious deeds nor did
be relish improper talk and in speech and in
guick reply he was the equal of Vachaspaii.
Free from ailments, young and aloguent,
posressing lovely form and eognizant of time
and place he was the one good person ever
ereated in thig world. Endowed with exeellent
virtues, this prince appenred to be, as it v&era,
the cutward roaming life of his subjests. In
art and seience duly trained, the elder brother
of Bharata maintained well his sindent vow.
He duly learned the Vedas with their angas
and surpassed his father in the bandling of
weapons and aséras. Of exalted bivth, saintly
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and noble, truthful and just, trained hy
elderly twice-born men who were cognizans
of dharma and artha, be knew full well the
olaims and bounds of duty, gain and plessure.
Of keen memory and ready tact, he was
broad- minded, heing well versed in social
usages and customs. He was veserved, with
features never disclosing his inner purpose.
He was resourceful and neither his pleasure
nov his anger want for nought. He knew the
tiines to give and hold. Firm in his faith
and of steadfast will, he sought no wroog and
he spoke no ill.  Neither idle por careless he
know his failings as well ag those of others.
Learned in the Sagirae and grateful, he knew
the hearts of others, Tle discriminately
showed favour or disfavour as befitted the
oceagion, He knew to apyreciate the virtu-
oua as also to chastise the evil-doers. He
knew the means of collecting money and with
keen eye could guide the expenses, He had
attained proficieney in all the Sastras as also
in the miscellansous works. He sought
pleasure after earning arthe and dharma and
was never idle. He knew the various heads
on which wealth was ic he spent in the
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matter of entertaining and patronising ark
He was skilful in mounting and tamiog ele-
phants and borses. He was the foremost of
those versed in the art of the bow and was
acknowledged among men as an afiratha.
Bkilied to attack aud to deal the blow, ite was
gecomplished in marshalling his forees. Ha
was incapable of heing depressed in fight
aven by the infuriated gods and asuvas. He
was nok given to c:u'piﬁg, had subdued his
anger and was nover elated or malicious. He
did not disregeid any ereature nor was he a
glave of the tuncs. BEadowed with such
superior gealitics the prince was leloved of
his subjects e well as of the three worlds.
In forgiveness he resembled the earth, ir in-
tolligence he rescubled Brihngpati and in
valour he resemblod the lord of Bachi. En-
dowed with such virtues acceptable to she
people as well na pleasing to his father, Rama
sbone like tbe Sun Lright with his rays and
the Eavth desired for her tord this Rama who
possessed such exeellent charactor and such
irrepressible prowess and who resembled the
Lokapala. Finding his son crowned with
80 many incomparable qualities the King
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Dasarsthe, the subdner of his foes, thought
within himself. The old monarch hoary with
ago reflooted thus—' How can Rama become
King while I live’ and this suprems desire
rolled in his heart.— When shall I behold
my beloved son installed in the Kingdom.
Sorely ha wishes always for the prosperity of
the people and is kind to all creatures, Hoe
is dearer to the peopls than myself just like
the rain clouds, He resemhles Yama and
Indra in prowess and Brihaspali in intelli-
gence, in endurance he ressmbles the moun-
tain and excels me in all virtues. How can
1in this old age see my son lording ihe
whole of this earth and then reach hesven.
Beholding his son endowed with all such
nuwerous sterling and immessurahle virtues
rare among other kings and praised of all the
world the great King tock counsel with his
ministers and resolved to make him the
Yuvaraja. The intelligent king read aright
the fearful signs in the earth and eky as slso
the decrepiiude in his body. He understood
well how dear to all the people was the noble
Rama whose countenance resembled the full-
moon and whose rays drove away all hig
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.grief. Therefore the righteous monarch with
a view to encompass the prosperity of him-
galf and his subjeets and jnfluenced by his
love expedified bis counciliors on the approach
of the hour. From town and country far and
near he summoned people, prince and peer.
"To each he gave s neat ahode and honorad
all.  Then, attired in his roya! robes he
viawed them like Prajapati looking on all the
-creafinres, Bubt oo aeecount of hLaste that
lord of men did not invite either the king of
the Kekayas or Janaka, coneluding that a
little while after $hey wouid receive the glad
tidings. When the king, the repressor of
hostile forees, was seated on his throne, then
Jhonored by the paeople all the rulers thronged
into the hall. HKacing the monsrch those
kings sat in their places in different sete of
rows a8 assigned by the monarech. Surround-
ed by those lords of bigh renown and by the
throngs from hamlet and from town the
monarch appeared in regai pride like the
thousand-eyed lerd Indra surroundsd by the
“Gods
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HH lord of Earth then howed
to the fail assembly and
proclaimed aloud in sweet
and rapbturcus lLounes and
in & resonant voice resein-
bling the heavenly drum
or the thunderelond. The

kibg addressed the assembled lords righs

royally in signifieant tones, melliflnous and
peerless,—" Tt is known to yon all how this
excellent kingdom of mrine was ruled by my
fore-futhers with paternal care. 1 am now
eafer to brivg prosperity to the whole of thia
deserving earth, Following the footsteps of
my ancestors | have, to the best of my power,
protected the people with fond eare that
pever slept, Toiling thus for all my peoples’




1—13] AYODHYAKANDA, g

weal beneath the shade of the white umbrelis
my bhody bne become old and decrepit.
Thousands of years have passed over me and
baving lived for a good old age I crave rest
for the shattered hody of mine. Fesble and-
worn as [ am, [ san soarce bear the heavy
burden of this world with befitting roval
dignity, the burden that is impossible to he
bornie by thore who have not controtled the
sensew. | therefore long to rest after instail-
ing Rama for the good of the subjects,
il my wuggestion is approved by these vxeellent
twice-horn men agsembied around ine hera.
¥or my eldest son truly follows me is all the
vivtaen. Rama the congueror of hostile citisa
resgmbles Purandara in prowess. Him, fair
as the moon when close to the star Pushys,
the foremost of those that maintain righte-
ousness, him, the prinee of men, I fain would
instal on the throue as heir-apparent. That
snspicious elder brother of Lakshmana will
surely make a worlhy lord for you. Ak, the
terrible world iteell would be well ruled by
such a king as be. I shallimmediabely bring
this world to this hlisgful state and having
ocongigned my precious charge t%o my son, 1
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whall fesl relioved of my cares. Li this eare-
fully matured proposal of mine which I have
.devised to be meet recommends iteelf
to you [ request you to give your ap-
proval to it and to suggest how 1 should
do it. If on the other band this sug-
-gestion is coosidered as my pet hohby
devire some ofther means of welfare,
for difereut is the thought of the dispassion-
rte wnd by discussion it hecomes more
efficacions.” When the king spoke thus the
.aecembled princes joyously neelaimed the
manarch just like peacocks rejoicing at the
-gight of the mass of elouds that shower down
rain. Murmurs of jov from all around shook
the strong palace with the sound. Then
-when the gathered assembluye had, lesrned
the views of him who discerned between
dhurma and arthe, peasants and townsmen
priests and chiefy all met in eonsuliation and
.agreed with one acoord among themaalves and
gave answer to the old king Dasaratha —' Oh
1king, we know youn are old. Several thou-
gends of years have rolled over vou., Wae
spray vou to instal prince Rama ae the heir-
.epparent to the throne. Wae wish to hehold
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the strong and gallant warrior prince of the
Raghus, Rama, riding on 2 mighty elephant
.screened by the state umbrella.” Hearing
these words of theirs the king ag if not
knowing their berrts’ true wiah spoke again
with a view to learn aright.—' The moment
you heard my words you are eager to hail
Rama as vour lord. This, Oh kings, raisea
my douhts. Do yon thersfore speak out
your minds truly. While T am righteously
governing the earth why do you wish to see
n1y son as the heir-apparent.” Then all the
paople, peasants and townsmen, made reply o
that noble king.—"' Numerous, Ob monarch,
are the splendid (ualities that exist in thy
son. Do thou hear na now recite the godlike
wirtues of the illustrions and intetligent Rama,
virtuas that produse in all minda joy and
delight. Endued with divine virtues aund
tte peer of Indra, the truly valorous Rama
exerls, Oh lord of the Earth even all the
monnrrche of the Ikghvakn line. Rama is the
one exoellent person in the whole world,
evaer devoted to truth and duty. Verily
from Ramsa has procesded dharma along with
prosperity. In pleasing his subjects he re-
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sembles the moon, in his forbearing gualities
he resembles the Farth, in intelligence he is
equal to Bribaspati aud in prowess he re-
gembles truly the lord of Sachi himself.
Knowing his duty he is ever truthful. With
a lovely eharacter he i8 not earping He is
forgiving and soothiog, lovely and gratefal
and self-controlled. He is bhoth soft and firm,
ever polite and unenvious. He speaks dear
to all erentures and speaks the truth. Ragha-
va riways attends upon elderly nnd well-
lenvned Brabmios and by these means hie
matchless fame and bright glory are ever on
the increase here. e is skilled in the ase
of all weapons whether they belong ho' the-
devas or asurng or mortais. e is ascom-
plisited in ail sciences and arts and has duly
maatered the Vedas with all its branches,
The older brother of Bharata in equally ve-
nowued in this world in the art of music, He
is of exeellent parentage, pious, noble and
highly intelligent and bas been trained by
excellent tiwise-horn men who were cognisant
of diinrma and ertha. Whenever he goes with
Lakshmana whether against a town or village
or oily of the foes he does not return
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without conquering shem. Beturning home-
wards from the hatiie eitber on the elephant
or the car he aver grests tha townsmen and
enguires of their wellare as though they were
his own relations. He asks how each son and
each rervant thrives and bow fare the peoples’
offerings end wives. Ho rsks for everything
in due order like & father enguiring of his
own children. That foremost of men, Rama,
always talks to us thus,—'Do yonr disciples
serve yvou well ? Are they protected in tbeir
duties 7' [f the people are atflicted with griel
his heart is swift te sympathise and on
festive ocoanions he shares the joy like a
father. Ha is truthiul end is a powerful
bowman. He reveres the elders and has
stthdued his sensss. He speaks with a amile
on his lips and ie hent on dharma on any
aceount. He firmlv estahlishes prosperiby
and does nat aven relish the talk of quarrel.
He is an adept in skillnl reasoning just lke
the lord of speech. With graseful eyebrows
and coppery eyer he resenthles the very lord
Vishnn himself. Ramsa i# beloved ef the
whole world on noeount of kis strengib and
prowess and daring. ¥le is intent on pro-
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tecting the people and is never swayed by
passion. He is eapable of ruling even all
the three worlds. What need bo said abous
this earth 7 Neither his anger nor his plessure
ever goes in vain. As a rule he gets enraged
and staya those fit to be slain and bestows
gifts on those with whom he is pleased.
Rama shines bright with his qualities of for-
bearanee and endearment which makos all
people delight in him just like the Sun with
big rays. Sueh a irothful and valovous
Ruwa endowed with ait these gqualities aund
resambling the protector of the world is the
lord desired by the Iarth. Highk is the {abe,
Oh king, that gave thee Rams as thy son.
¥ou are fortunate in heing blessed with that
virtuous son like Kasyapa the son of Maricha.
Among the devas, asuras and men, among.
the gandharvas and uragas, in all the town
a8 well ag the couutryside one general prayer
eacends for him. Each man, rural as well as
urhan, prays with sincere heart for Rama's
strong bealth and length of days. The tender
girl and the aged dame pray eagerly both
morning and evening for tbe walfare of the
Belf-knowing Rama. All of them bow fo
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all the gods for tbe illustrious Rama. Do
thou, Ob king, grasefuliy comply witl thea:
peoples’ longing erv and let us see on the
ihrone by thy side the lotous-tinted Rama
tha sabduer of all foe<x. Oh thou bastower
of boons, it behoves you for the sake of our
well-heing to speedily mastal with & delighted
mind thy god-like son Rama, whe secks the.
good of all, ag the hair-apparent.
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HAYL king acknowledged the
salutations made ali wro-
vud with joined palins
uplifted and addressed
them these gracious

- words. ‘* Gireat joy and

nighty fame yre mine beeause you wish to

-behold my dear first-born son installed ns

heir-apparent, Having greetod them thus

the king in their hearing spoke to Vasisbtha
and Vamadeva and other Brahmins that stood
near.—- ' It is pure and lovely Chitra now
when flowers are sweet on every hough. Tet
all proparations he made for the installation
-of Bams as heir-apparent” When the king
.coased, the people’s rapture burst out in lond
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acclaim and joyful shout and when th e
tumults slowly subsided, the king addressed
these words to Vasishihn, the best of sages.
It hehoves you, Ch lord, so order with
watchful hecd for everything that will be
necessary for the approaehing instaliation ‘of
Rama.” Vasishibia, the hest of the twice-
born, heard the words of the lord of tha Larth
and glndly commanded the bands of servitors
wlio waited earnestly with folded hands in
their master’s prosence. © You bad hstter ool-
lect togetber by tomorrow's dawn gold, gems,
olterings, all kinds of berbs, white flowers,
fried rice and honey and clarified hufter in
separafe vossels, newgarments, n ear and all
weapons. The four-{old forces and an ela-
phant wilh suspicious marks, a pair of white
chowries, o banner and a white umbrella;
hundred golden wvases shining bright like
tire, n Lull with gilded horns and a comptste
tiger-skin. All these and okhers that may be
required for the installation, you Liad hetter
colleet and bring hefore morning to the
sacrificial hall of the palace. Decorate each
palace door and each ecily gate with sandals
and gautands and the highly fragrant dhupa.
R. i, 2
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Let excellent food mixed with curd and
milk be given fto-morrow merning to
hundreds of thousands of DBrahmins to
fhoir entire satisfaction. Tet the bLest of
the Brahmins be entertained with ghee,
curd and fried rice and plenty of dakshinas.
Boon ag fhe son rises bo-morrow morning
let the Svostivackana be repeated. Leb
the Brahmins Le invited and seals provided
for them. Let the banners he unfurled
and the roysl roads watered. Leb all the
dancerz and harlots adorn themselves well
and remain in the sesond ring of the royal
palace. Lat all those thal are fit to he garland-
ed in the templas and altars be separately
worshipped with food and other adibles and
doakshinas, Leb warriors brightly elad in
warlike armour and with long swords girt
round their thighs march to the wmonarch's
eplendid conrt” Having issued these orders
the twice-horn pair did what remained to be
dove mnd then hastened to the King and
informed the lord of the world that fheir
task was duly completed. Then the king said
to the wise Sumantra— Do you bring here
speedily the virinous Rama'. Saying ‘so be-
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it ' Bumanirs in accordapee with the king's
commands fetebed there in the car Rama, the
foremost of car-warriors. Then all the kings
that were assembled there from the East aud
Wesl and South and North, the learnad
mlechhas as weli a8 olbhars who inhabit the
woods and the mountains sbowed honor to
the King just as the gods to Indra. Stationed
in hig palace, in the midssof those princes
like Vasava in the midst of the Maruts,
the royal saint Dasarstha wibtnessed the
approach of his aon in the ear, his excesd-
ingly bheloved son Rama, who resembied
the king of the Gandbaravas, who was
renowned in valour, who was long-armed
and powerful, who strode like a wild
elephant, who was as fair in face as the
moon, who eaptivated the oyes and the
hearts of people by his lovely form and
noble qualities and who pleased the subjects
just like a shower of rain pleases those that
are oppressed with the heat of the summer,
The monarch beheld him approaching, with
a never-satiaticg look. Sumantra belped
Bama to get down from the ezceilent oar
and followed him with folded haunds as
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he approashed his father. That best of men
ascended the steps of the palace that re-
sembled the peak of Kailasa mountain along
with the charioteer in order to see the king.
Approaching hig father with howed head and
folded bands, Rama prostrated at his father's
feet and announced his name, Beholding
Rama, by hia side in hmnble attitnde and
with folded hands kivg Dasaratha drew him
near hy his elaspad hands and embraced hig
heloved son. Then the king signed him
to a pglorious thronz. gem-decked and
golden, near his own. Then Rama, the
best of Raghu's line, made the fair seat
ghine with lustre just like the pare Sun
at dawn illunines by his rays the Mount
Aeru. That assemblage itself shone hright
with glory on account of his illustrious pre-
senca just like the cloudless antumnal sky
crasted with starg and planets in the presence
of the Moon., Seeing his heloved son the
king becams overjoyed. He heheald as it
were himself wall-decked reflested in a clear
mirror. That king, the best of those possess-
ing sons, then addressed his son thus with a
gmile juet like Kasyapa addressing the lerd
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of the gods.—" Ob Rama, you are born ag the
worthy son of my worthy eldest wile. You
excel in all virtues and you are my beloved
son. For, by your virtuous qualities you
have pleased these subjects. Therefore,
during the auspicious conjunction of the star
Pugbya you shall be installed as the heir-
apparent. By nature and inclination you
are both modest and excellent, Though your
gifts need no counsel, my love snggests
these friendly words. Practising still greater
humility do vou constantly restrain your
genses.  Keep far away the evils that spring
from love and anger. Pursue vour noble
course alike in gecret as in open view.
Birain every nerve bo gain the love of minis-
ters and subjecis. Storing the arsenals and
the treasury with arms and gold, he who seos
his thriving people satisfied and rules the
oarth neoordingly, in bim do friends rejoice
just like the celaetinls on attaining the nestar,
Therefore, Oh son, maintain your course
refraining yourself from all ill." Hearing
these words the friends of Rama, eager to do
him good, ran in all haste to Kausalya's
abode and told her the tidings and thab
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excellent of dames, Kausalya, gave gold and
cows and numerouy gems as prosents to the
bearers of the joyful tidings. Then Rima
paid due reverence to his father the king,
mounted his ehariot and drova to his splendid
dwelling honored all round by a large con-
course of people. The people also on hearing
the words of the king were wild with joy as
though each bhas obtained bis desired gift.
Bowing to the king they went to their homes
and there with bappy bearts prayed to all
the gods.
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the daparture of the
people, the king took,
counsel with his ministers
and firm in lbis will, he
wade the following re-
solution. To-inorrow it-
self is the Pushya and
to-morrow shall my som,
the lofus-eyed Rawna be instalied as heir-
appurent. The king Dasaraiba tbheo entered
the inner apartments and commanded the
eharioteer to fetch ngain Rama there. In
obedience to those words the charioteer weni
.quick {0 Rama's nbode to fatch him agrin.
Informed by the gate-keepers of his arrival
again Rama was anxious with doubt and
fenr. He commanded the oharioteer to ba
ded in instanily and addressed him thus—
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“ Tell mp the cause without omitiing sany-
thing of your coming here again.” The
euvoy replied—"' Thae king desires to see you.
Hearing this message it is for you to decide
whetber to go or not.” When Rama heard
these words of the charioteer he made haste
to go to the royal palace and to sea the lord
of meu again. When he learned of Kama’'s
approach, kivg Dasaratha Lade him enter his
apariments eager Lo communieate to him
somelling exceedingly agreeable. The illustri-
ous Rama also, as he was entering the abede
of his father, saw him from a distavce and
folded his hands in salutation immediately,
The monareh raised him as he was howing nnd
embraced him. Then he pointed him to a
lovely seal and spoks thns—'' Oh Rama, I
am old and long-lived. All thoe desirable
epjoyments of life bave been enjoyed by me,
1 have performed likewise hundreds of
sacrifices with plenty of food and dakshinas.
I have got o son in you after my own hearb
and ineomparable in this world. Ob best
of men, 1 have freely given, sacrificed and
also studied. Ob hero, all desires and plea-
sures have been enjoyed by me. I am {ree
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from debts due to tbe devas, rishis, pitris,
Brabmins and likewise myself. Nothing
move remains 0 be done by me exceph
your installation. Therefore it beboves you
to act up to what I say now. This day all
the subjects have expressed their desire te
gee you ng their sovereign. Therefore I
shall instal you, Oh son, as heir-apparent,
Further, I bave now had dreadful and in-
auspicious visions in my dreams. Meteors
with dreadful sounds shoos wildly downiward
to the ground. The astrologers uwlse inlorm
me that the cruel planeis tbe Sun, Mars and
Bahuo are led againgt my star. When portents
dire as these appear generally the mobarel's
death or terrible misfortune is near. Henca
while my senses are vet spared, you had bet-
tor be anointed as king, for indeed men’s minds
are fickle. Today the Moon has approached
the star Punarvasu prior to Pushya and the
astrologers asy that to.morrow is the con-
junection of the star Pushya with the Moon,
During the constellation of Pushya you should
be inatailad. My mind eounsels, as it were,
haste. Oh represgor of foes, I shall instal
you to-morrow as the Yuvaraja. Therefore,
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from this moment spend the night, along
with your wife, with senses controlied
and lying on a bed of holy grass. Let your
trusted friends carefully watsh you all round
to-day, for indeed numerous obstacles srop
up for affairs like this. While Bharats is
abseut from the city I think it is opportune
that you should he installed. It may ba
that vour brother Bharata has stood dear to
the counsels of the good and faithful to you
with tender trust, with good seunses, pure and
just. Still I koow too well human minds
will undergo sudden changes and by their
constant daeds alone the virtue of the good
is shown." Thos addrensed Bawma was given
leave with the words.—" Now Rama go. To-
morrow ig fixed for the installation.” Rama
then bowed to hia father and went to hia
abode, Reaching his dwelling he immaedi-
ately eame out and sought his mother's
mansion in the interest of the installation
desired by the king. There he found his
mother in the bemple, ¢lad in silk, adoring the
gods and eilently praying for his welfare-
"There had come already Sumitra and Laksh-
mana and the beloved S8ita on bearing of the
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welcome news of Rama's installation. A$
that moment, hearing of the installation of
ber son ae the Yuvaraja during the Pushya,
Kausalya stood still with closed eyes slong
with Bumitra, Sita and Lakshmana meditat-
ing on lord Jenardaba through pranayama.
Rama drew near her as she was thus praying,
bowsd to her and spoke these words thereby
enhancing the joy of that pure soul —"' Oh
motber, my father bas decreed to entrust the
people's care to me. To-morrow is to be Lthe
installation. Buch is father's command.
Sita should fagt along with me this night.
For my father has told me so and the ritviks
and priests bave also concurred. Whatso-
ever vows you may deem necessary to be
done on the eve of my installation, do vou
sweet mother, cause them to be done for me
and for 8ita.” When Kausalya heard this
Jong-desired glad news she spoke to Rama
with tears and joy choking bher utterence.
" My darling Rama, may youlive long. May
vour enemies be destroyed. Coupled with
thig lustre you may rejoioce the hearts of my
relations a8 well ns those of Sumitra. The
stars were very sauspicious, Oh son, when
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vou weare bovn to me, Henes only, by your
virtues your have pgratified your father
Pasaratha. My vows to the lotus-eyed
supreme Lord have not been in vain, for the
royal fortune of the Ikshvaku race shall, Oh
son, rest upon you.” Thus addressed by his
mobher Rame gazed on bis brother who zab
reverently with folded Dhands aud spoke to
bim with a smile as it were—' Oh Laksh-
mans, you sball join with me in vuling thia
Farth. You ate my second B¢l and me-
cordingly this fortune has reached you as
well. Oh son of Sumibra, do you eunjoy
every desirable thing as wall ag the fruits of
regal power. My life ag well as the kingdom
are swest to me only for vour sake.”
Having spoken thus to Lakshmana Rama
bowed to both hizs moatbers and taking jeave
of them along with Sia went to his own
abode.



CANTO V.

FTER instrusting Rama about
the iastailation that was to
fake place on the morrow
the king called the priest
Vasisbiha and told him thus
—"“Now go thou, rich-in
penance and ordain for Rama

and his wife the vow and the fast so that

fawe and glory and joy may pleass his reign.”

The best of thoge who knew the Vedas replied

to the king '’ s0 be it " and the lord Vasishiha

went personally to the abode of Rama. He
who was conversant with the mantras and
who was well egtablished in the practica of
vows mounted the excellent Brahma car and
bied to Rama’s palace to guide his fastin
accordance with the saored rules. Beaching
the palace of Rama whioch showed like a
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cloud pale-tinted, that foremost of ascetios
passed three courts in bhis ocar itseif. Then
Bama heard of the arrival of the Sage and
with all haste and eagerness he came out of
his palace with & view to honor the Baint
who was worthy of honor. He hastened to
the side of the ear and personally leni his
band to aid the Bage's descent. Finding
Rama bumble and dear the Priest addressed
bhim thus, gratifying and delighting him
with words that were pleasant—"'Oh Rame,
your father is pleased with thee and you
shall obtain the status of Yuvarja; You bad
better fast this day along with Site- For
indeed in the morning your father Dasaratha
the monarch sball with great aiffection instal
you as Yuvaraja justas Nabusha did Yayati."
Having spoken thus, the Bage who knew
mantras caused Rama to fast along with Sits
and fo faithinlly observe the vows. Theh
having been duly worshipped by Rama, the
spiritual priest of the monarch took leave of
Kakutstha and went away from Rama's.
regidence. Bama also spent some time in onse
with his friends in pleasant conversation and
at last after giving leave to all of them he
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entered hig apartments. At that time Rama's
house was filled with joyous men and women
just like a lake oontaining blossomed lofuses
crowded with maddened birda.

Forth from the house of Rama that strove
with the kings in eplendour Vasishtha drove
and obzerved atl the streets filled with people.
On ali sides the royal ronda of Ayodhya ware
studded with groups of eager men full of joy.
The tumult of joy that arose in the high-
roads in econsequence of the eoncourge of
noise wasg like the roaring of the ocean. The
roads were watered, swept and cleaned snd
decked with flowers and green garlands, All
Ayodhys shone arrayed with playing banners
on the roofs- In the eity of Avodhya all
men, women ahd ohildren expeoting with
sager eyes the rise of the Bun, stood longing
for the herald ray of Rama's consesration,
anxious to witness in Avodhya the august
festival which brightenad the people and en-
bhanced their joys. The Priest advanciog
slowly through the mighty crowd whioh he
oleft in two in that royal read approaschad
the monaroh's palace. He aseended the palnce
which was high in the air like a white



32 RAMAYANA. {8

cloud peak sud drew near to the lord of men
just as Brihaspati approaching Sakra.
Beeing bim spproaech, the king left off his
royal seat and questioned him, to which
Vasisbtba replied that his task was duly
done- Thenall the courtiers who sak there
aiong with the king followed the king in
iising up and honcring Vamishtha. Per-
mitled by his spiritual preceptor the king
dismissed theassembled courbiera rnd entered
his inpner apartments just as a royal lion
seeks hie rocky cave. Even as the meon
illumines the fivmament studded with numer-
ous stars, the handsome king graced hy his
entry the mansion tihat lonked splendid
like Indra’s abode and that was fully
thronged with females richly dreseed.




CANTO VI,

b

A,

le* 5 N tho departure of the
lJ Prieat, Rama duly

‘..9 hathed and with =

. /%. «collested mind began

- to adore Narayans

= in company with his
i wife having exten-

give eyem Then
lifting up the vessel of clarified butter on
‘his head, hs, in aceordance with the rules,
offered oblations in the blaziog fire on behalf
of that mighty deity. Then he partook of
the remnant of the offering and prayed for
hig own welfare. Meditating on the god
Narayana, the son of the best of man with
gtill lips and tranquil mind raclined with
bis wife Vaidehi in the temple of Vishuu on
a bed of holy kusa grass. Rama woke up
.when ope waboh remained yet for the night
$o close and cansed hig residence te be fully

R ii. 8
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decorated. He heard the bards, panegyrista.
and heralds raise auspicious strains of joy
and praiee and in the oourse of his morning
devotions he periormed fapa with a restrained
mind and with bowed head he praised
the destroyer of Madhu. Himself clad in
pure silk dress he caused the Brahmins o
repeat the Svastivechana. The deep snd
sweet voices of the Brahmins resounded
through the orowded street and filled
Ayodhys which wag already echoing with
the blares of drums. All the inhabitants of
Ayodhyn hearing that Ragbava had fasted
with Vaidehi rejoiced exceedingly. Then the
inhabitants of the town hearing of the in-
gtaliation of Bama and seeing the approach.
of dawn began to adorn the city.

‘“In al! the temples bright and fair
As white clouds towering in the air,
In streets and where the orossways mat
Where holy altars bad been sef,
In open squares and in sacred shade
Where merohant's shop, their wealth dis-
played,
On al! the mansions of the great
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And bousebolders of wealth and state,
Wherever the people loved to meat
Wherever a tree adorned tha street,
Gay banners floated to the wind
And ribands round the staves were twised.”

Then rang olear the voices of singers and
dancers as they sang, charming the mind
and ear. The people talked in whispers
sbories in praise of Rama. The time of the
installation of Rama having arrived. all those
in tbe ecrossways and housss, even children
who played in groups in front of their houses,
conversed with eash other about Rama's
installation. On the occasion of Rama's
iovestifure the citizens adorned the streets
with flowers and made them fragrant with
incense and thus caused the royal roads shine
bright. Fearing the approach of darkneas
they erectad in the roadside all round lamp-
posts to illumine the city. Having thus
adorned the oity, the citizens eagerly awnited
Rame's installation in the gadi of Yuvarajs
and assembled in groups in crossways and
halls and praised the monarch in the coursa
of their conversation. ' Ah, nobla is this
King, the joy of the race of Ikshvakus, for,
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knowing himself aged he desires the instalia-
tion of Rama in the kingdom. Woe are all
blessed sinca Rama is to ba our king and
rrotector for a long time, Rama the knower
of the good and the bad- No arrogance will
sway Rama ; he is leatned, just, beautiful and
sffectionate to his brothers. He loves us
jost ag bo Joves his brothers. May the just
snd sinless Dasarpthe live long. For it is
through his grace that we are to behold Bama
anointed as king.” Such were the words
spcken by the townsmen and heard by the
gathering countryfolk who sssembled {from
sll directions on receipt of the joyful tidings,
They came from all directions to the town
eager to see the installation of Rama and
these villagers from the gountryside filled to
the full Rama's city. As the vast concourse
strayed bhere and there, there arcse a tumult
long and loud juat like the roar of the beav-
ing ocean daring the full-moon. Then that
oity resembling the regions of Indra was
tumultuous with the noise of the assembled
villagora eager to bshold, like the ocean with
its waters agitated by the lood-born monster.



CANTO VIL

T so chanced that a hand-

oy

('.n o maid of the relations of
[asAn, .
N Kaikeyi who on that ac-

count lived with ber, went
&fﬁfa‘\)\‘ up of her own accord to

N b the terrace of the pa'ace
thiat shone bright like the
moon. From that terrace
Manthars surveyed Ayodbya with its lovely
royal roads well- watered and adorned with
floral wreaths and beautified with very costly
flage and pennons, with oovered ways and.
many a newly-placed awning $hrooged by
people who bad just bathed, with its streets
full of the twice-born shouting with gatlands
and swestmeate in their hands. Bhe saw
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the doors of temples painted white and heard
the sound of musieal instruments all around.
She found joyous crowds soattered all over
and heard the chantings of the Vedas. She
noted the delight of the axzesllent stephants
and horsres and heard the cows and bulls
bellowing jovomsly. DBeholding Ayodhya
thus with its streame of flags raised aloft by
its joyous and detighted citizens, Manthara
bacame exceedingly surprised. Manthara
enquirad of the nurse who was standing ab
no great distance with eyes expanded on
aceount of joy and elad in pure white silk,
'Does Rama’s mosher give away rich presents
to the erowds to-day beoause she has attained
gome excellent objeet or because she is ovar-
joved with boundless wealth? What is the
cause of this overfiow of joy on tha part of the
people? Please enlighten me whether it is
perhaps due to anything which the monarch
might eause to he' done heing elated with joy.’
The nurse bursting with uncontrollable de-
light communieated to the hunchback the
glad tale of Rama's fortune. ‘To-morrow
morning uader the sonstellation Pushya, king
Dagaraths will instal the pure Rama of
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sunbdued passions, on the throne ag Yuvaraja,’
Hoearing the words of Ghs nurse ths hunch-
back in » rage quickly descended from the
tierrace of the palace that resembled the pesk
of high Kailasa. Burning with rage Manthars
with sinful thoughte approached Kaikeyi
who was cleeping and addrsssed her thua.
* Arise, O senseless one, why do you sleep ?
Peril surrounds you. Why do you not
understand the flood of sin that flows over
you. You are boasting of prosperity when
evil lurks in itg shape. Your {ortune is gone
like the water of a river during the summer.’
These cruel words thus addressed by the
ginful hunchback, the enraged Manthara, tilled
Kaikeyi with intense grief. Kaikeyi teld the
hunchback—' What is wrong, O Manthars,
T observe you much distressed with griaf and
with a mournful ocountenange,’ Hearing
theee sweet words of Kaikeyi Mauntbara,
gkilled in speech, replied with great fary.
That hunchback became more grief-stricken
.and desirous of the good of Kaikeyi spoke
these words thersby making her miserable
and estrynging Raghava. 'Enduring and
terrible peril awaits thee O lady. Kiog
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Dasaratha is going to instal Rama as hair-
apparens. Hence I am plunged in deep des-
pair and my soul is & prey to pain and ecare.
Ap though the flames consumed me I came
here for your good. Your grief © Kaikayi,
intensifies the grief to me. ¥Your prosperity
sball be my prosperity. There is no doubt:
sbout this. Born of a royal line you are the-
consort of the lord of the Harth. Why do
you not then understand the sternness of
regal morality. Your husband apeaks morals.
but is a cheat. He spesks graciously but is-
cruel af hesrt. Yeou are too simple and
hence you are deceived. He speaks soft
soothing words to you but devoid of subs-
tance. Your bhusband shall this day enrich
Kausalya with wealth and power. Having
sent away Bharata fo his relations that
wicked-minded one shall opportunely es-
tablish Rama in the kingdom rid of its thorn.
O girl, you have oherished a foe not knowing
the sama, deluded thereto by the name of
busband, just like a mother desirous of good
takes unto her lap a venomous enake, for just
like & enake or a neglected enemy king
Dasaraths bas to-day dealt with you and
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your son. You are indeed, O guileless lady,
though deserving of eternal happiness, heing
vietimized along with yours by that sinful and
false-tounged king consecrating Ramg in the
kingdom. Up Knikeyi while there is yeb
time, preserve tbyself, and guickly prevent:
the erime. Up from thy careless ease and
free yourself, O Queep, your son and me.'
Hearing those words of Manthara in her bed,
that fovely-faced damsel rose up full of joy
resembling sutumpal moon. Kaikeyi was
indeed extremely joyful snd wonderstruck
and gave & beautiful ornament to the bunch-
back @5 present. Having presented tha
bhunchback with that ornament shat excellent
of demsels Kaikevi again spoke to Manthara
thus. O Manthara, highly welcome ig the
pews that you bave now communicated fo
me, You bave told me what ia very dear to
me. Teli me what more I shall do for you. I
dou’t find any difference between Rama or
Bharata. Therefore I am highly plessed
with the fact that the king is nbout to instal
Rama in the kingdom. Thers is nothing
more dear to me O beloved one, than the
pleasing news you bave now conveyed. You
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have given me the best and the most pleasing
news. Hence choose whatever you wish, I
shall grant you the best of desires.




XANTHARA

disgustingy
threw away that ornament
and full of anger and
grief told Kaikeyi these
words— How is it, O
gimpls girl, that vou feel
joyful at an inopportune
moment. You do not
understand that yoo sre engulied in an
gcean of grief, Troubled as I am with
grief, O lady, I laugh inwardly at you, to see
you joyous whan you have met with a
mighty ealamity at which you should lament.
I mourn for thy want of sense | what woman
of B prudent mind would rejoice in the ad+
vancement of her rival co-wife's son whieh
is come as that of death itself. From Bharats
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proceeds Ramn’s fear concerning the kingdom
to which botk have an equal elaim. Hence
my heart is fnll of anxisty, for, those who
fear sre those we dread. The mighty bow-
man Lakshmana serves Rama's cause with
all bis soul and Satrugbna sides Bhbarats just
a8 Lakshmana sides Rama. By reason of
contiguity also O fair lady, Bharata alone
stands next in the ordar of obfaining the
kingdom. The two younger ones are far
remote, When I think of your sons [ tremhble
with fear from Rame who is luarned, prompt
and well-bred in martial scienee. Highly
fortunate is indeed Kausalya whose son ig to-
be installed by the twice-born to-morrow
under the oonatellation of Pushya on the
mighty throne of Yuvaraja. Yon shall with
folded hande wait as & slave upon Kau-
galya who shall be brimming over with
intense joy with all ber fees discomfited.
Then you shall, along with us, become the
slave of Kausalya and your son also shall
become the servant of Rams. Rama's ex-
cellent wives shallindeed beam with joy whiler
your daughters-in-law shall on Bharata's fall
becoma atrioken with grief’s Seeing Manthara
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-complaining thus with great displeasurs, the
Jady Kaikeyi praised the virtues of Rama.
‘Rama is born as the eldest son of the monarch.
He is trained with care by the elders. He
-is virtuous, grateful, true and pure. He
certainly deserves therefere the throne of
Yuvarajz. May be live long and protest his
brothers and servants just like his father.
Why do you, O bunshback, griave so much
.on hearing of the installatica of Rama.
Bharata also, the foremost of men, will surely
after the lapse of hundred years sucoeed
Rama in the kingdom of his fatber's and
grandfather's. When prosperity hag been
attained and is continuing and when fortune
shail smile in fature also, what for, O
Manthara, do you grieve? Dear as Bharata
ie to me, Rama is dearer atill. He is
more datiful to me than to Kausalya.
If the Ekingdom goes to Rama if goes
equally to Bbarata, for indeed Rama con-
-gidera biy brothers just as himeelf.' Hearing
these words of Kaikeyi Manthara became
terribly sflisted and sighing loug and hot
she apoke to Kaikeyi thus.—' Percieving a
{fancied evil on mocount of your ignoranss
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you do not understand that you are drowning
in an ocean of sorrow full of misery and pain.
Rama shall be the king and after bim his
son shall succeed and O Kaikeyi, Bharata
shall be excluded from the roval line. All
the sons of & king do not, O fair lady, share
t he kingdom, for if all are made kinge mighty
trouble would ensue. Therefore O Kaikeyi
of faultless limbha, moparchs as a ruls entrust
the royal duties to the eldest son however
virtuous the others may be. Know then, O
affectionate one, that your son shall be com-
pletely undone, being thrown out from the
royal line, deprived of happiness like one for
lorn, 1 hurried to you for your sake, but
without understamding my object you wish
to bestow on me presents for the triumph of
your rival wife. Certainly, Rama, when cnoe
he obtains the kingdom without any foes
whatever, will drive Bbarata into ezile to-
distant lands or even to the other world.
You yourself have sent the child Bharata
to his unole’s home. Affection eprings.
even towards inanimate objecta by nearness.
Satrughna, the ardent follower of Bharata,.
has also gone with bim. Just 2s Lakshmana
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fcllows Bama so be follows Bharata. There
jg an ancient tale that a certain free which
tha forest dwellers wanted to fell war saved
from the dire peril by the reeds thab stood
around it. Rama is the protector of Laksb-
manz and Lakshmana is the protector of
Rama. Their fraternal bonds of friendship
ia well renowned in the world just like
that of the Aswins, Therefore Rama will
never do any harm to Lakshmana and
there is no doubt whatever that Bharats
will coma to grief at the hands of Rama.
Therefore, O lady, let Raghava go to the
forest expelled from the royal palace. Thia
plan is what pleases me most and it will
also secure your weal. Thus ghall all
your relations attsin prosperity if Bharata
gots the kingdom of his ancestors in
accordancs with virtue. Your young son
who deserves all happiness and who is the
natural rival of Rama, how can he, with all
his wealth denuded, live under the sway of
Rama who sball be highly prosperous.
Therefore it behoves you to protect Bharata
from Rama just like the leader of an elephant-
herd protects the same when it is obased in.
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the foreat by the lion. In daya of yore vou
‘bave defied Kausalya on aoccount of your
bliss and pride and will she the mother of
Rama and your rival now forbear to show yon
the vengeful rancour of & fos. When Rama
obtains the sway of this Barth with its oseans
of priceless gamsg and mountains and cities,
then O fair iady shall youn be rendersd for-
Horn along with Bharata and atiain miser-
able discomfiturs. When Rama, obtaine the
sway of this earth then shall Bharata
be suraly lost; thersfore cunsider over tha
means of ohtaining the kingdom for your son
and of exiling at once the euemy,




AIKEYI, when she was
thus addressed, h-:came
Hushad with furvy and
sighing hot and hard
gpoke to Mantbara thus
—" I shall now very svon
send Rama from here
away to the forest and
ghall quickly have DBharata installed in
the throne of Yuvaraia. But now consider,
Oh .Ma.utha.ra, by what merus Bharata
may obtain the kingdom and Rana never.”
Thus addressed by the lady, the -vicked
Agnthars darkly plot.ﬁmg Rama'z fall re-
plied tbuz to Kaikeyi—"1 shall tell yom
now, Ob " Kaikeyi, listen to my sords,
ihe means by which your son Bbarata
alons can gbtain the kingdom. Do ‘you
yot, mmamher. Oh Kaikeyi, or rememf)er-
R. ii.
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icg well do you pretend now or do yom
wish to hear from me what you yourself
once before told me—a story which is guite
meet for thy need now? Ok gay lady, if it
is vour will, hear that sbtory repeated by
me Plaaso yoursell by hearing what | now
pay and when vou have fully beard it ponder
over it." Hearing those words of Manthara,
Kaikeyi raised berself s little from ber taste-
fully spread bed and said—''Tell me the
meeans, Oh Manthara, by which Bharata may
obtain the kiogdom and Bama never.”
Thus addressed by the lady, Mantbara, the
evil-minded hunchback, spoke as follows
darkly plotting Bama's fall. “ When gods
atid asuras fought of old, your lord in
company with saintly kinga went to the war
with thee to help the king of the gods.
Reaching the Bouthern quarters, Oh Kaikeyi,
where Dandska'’s mighty wilds are spread,
he weut to the city renowned as Vaijayanta
ruled by Sambara whose flag, displayed
the hugest monster of the sen. Sambara was
a mighty naura, being master of a hundred
wiles and un-conguered by the hosts of
the devas, he gave battle to Indra the lord of
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gods. In that terriffic battle the Rakshasas
stealthily approached during nights the
maimed and wounded warriors who were
sloapiog and killed them., At that time the
highly powerful king Dasaratha fought thera’
againgt the asures most heroically and was
wounded by their weapone. Than, Oh lady,
you removed him from the babtle-ground
just as he lost his consciousness., Sadly
wounded ag he was by the enemies’ weapons,
vour husbhand was then safely rastored to
bealth by you, Well-pleased with you, Oh
lovely one, he asked you to choose two
boons. You then replied to yonr husband
¢hat yon wonld reserve the right to choosa
the two hoons whenever vou were in need
of them and that noble lord agreed
asccordingly. [ am not parsonally aware of
this ineident, but vou yourself have told me
of this befors. T have earefully treasured
the story in my wmind on avcount of my-
affection toyoun. Now stop the arrangements
for the inatallation of Rama and turn them
into another direation. Solisit thosa two'
boons of your husband namely the inatalla~
tion of Bharata and the exile of Bama for
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fourteen years. When Rama is banished
into the foresti for fourteen years your son
will become well established in the affactions
of his sabjects. Ob daughfer of Asvapadi,
go now to the Chamber of Wrath and clad in
goiled garment, lie down on the uncovered
floor. When the King comes, apeak not a word
to him nor meet his eya. DBut on hebolding
him weep on with overwhelming grief.—
You have always baen the darling of your
hushand and I bave no doubt about it. For
yanr sake the king wounld even enter into
the blazing fira. He would never anger you
or hrook to meet your wrathful look and to
geatify your desive the king would surely
even, Nie. He ecan never sob aside vour word.
Learn now, Qh dall of sense, the power of
your heanty. King Dasaratha would offer
you gems and pearls aud gold and innrumer-
able precious stones. But do vot turn your
mind to them., Those two, boons which
Dasaratba gave on the oocasion of the batile
between the gods and the asuras, remind’
him of them, Oh highly fortunate one and
you sball not fail to achieve your object.
When Le grants you the boon after having
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himeself reised you from the ground bind him
well with oaths he cannot break and then
chooss ‘these boons. Let Rama be exiled
into the forest for nine yvears and five and Iel_l
Bherata be made the king of the earth by
that best of kings. When Rama is banished
into the forest for fourteen years, your son
ropted frm, will stand alone having grown ugp
to vigour. Do you therefore, Oh lady,
damand the banishment of Ramsa as your
boon. For, by this means, Oh fair one, all
your son’s interests will be secured. Thus
banished, Rama will no longer possess the
hearts of the people and Bharata, rid of his
foes, shall become king. By the time Rams
returns from the forest by that time your
son would have become deeply rooted in the
hearts of the people Laving made & number
of friends, 1 consider this to be the houy
to move the mind of the King. Be bold.
Stop the arrangements for the instailation
of Rama and turn them in another direction.”

Thus she was made by her o accept a?
good that whkich was really evil and Knikeyi
full of hopa and joy told thus to Manbbhara—
By that speech of the bunchback, the
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exceedingly heautiful Kaikeyi beeame highly
wonderstruck and was led asiray just like
s young girl. She said “Oh Kubja. I did
not understand your excellence. You have
Bpoken words of hest wisdom. No bunch-
back in all the earth can mateh yon for wise
resolve. You alone are devoled to my
interest always and ever wish my welfare. I
bad not understood aright Oh Kubja, the
doings of the King, Theve are inthe world,
fall of guile and sin and spite, mis-shapen
hunchbacks shocking the aight. But you
are fair, and formed to please, being hent
like a Iotus by the hreeze. Your chest is
weighed down by tbe hump and is high near
the shoulders and heneath i the belly graced
with a beautiful navel, shy as it were.
Your hind parts are full and the hreasts ave
firm. Your face shines bright like the pure
moon, Oh Manthara, your hips are smooth
sdorned with girdled ornaments. Your
thighs are long and neat and your feet arve
broad, Oh Manthara, cled in silk. When
you eoms hefore me with your bent bones,
you look like the royal awan. All the
thousand wiles whick the Asura Sambars
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possessad are to bhe found in yvou also.
Besides that you possess sevaral thousands
more. This hump of yours which in long
and bent like the nave of a chariot-wheel i
surely the abode of an endless store of plots,
wizard wiles and warrior love. Round it,
Kubja, I will ling the golden garlard when
Bharata ig inatalled as king and Rama is
exiled. The garland shall he made, Oh
bheautiful one, of pure pold and weli polished.
When my ohject is attained aed my hpes are
fultilled I shall smear your hump with
sapdal pastes. I shall adorn your face with
a lovely and auspicious tilaka mark. I shall
also cause, Oh Kubja, heautiful ornaments
o be made for you. Wearing elegant garments
you shall roam about lika a goddess, hidding
the moon itself to compare its besnty with
face 80 incomparably fair. You shall attain
-eminence socorning your foes. Several
hunchback women adorned with all orna=
meuis sball serve your feel just as you
always serve ipe.” Thus addressed by
Raikeyi, the bunchback spcke to her thus
as she was lying down on the pure white
bod just like fire on the altar. ' Oh fair one,
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dams are not erected when the water is
gone. Therefore be up and doing and keep
the King in view.” Tbus encouraged by
Manthara the large-eyed Ilady Kaikeyt
exalting in her pride of beavty went with
the hunchback to the Chamber of Wrath,
Then that hest of dames flung down her
gslrla.nd of priceless pearls as also innumer-
able precious and lovely ornaments. Then
ghe of golden forin under the influence of
Kubja's words, laid herssll down on tha
ground.  Kaikeyi then told Manthara-—
*Go and report to the King. Oh Kubje,
that I am dead here. Rama shail go to the
forest and Bharata sball obtain the kingdom.,
No more do I eare for gold or gems or dainty
fare. If Bama is to be installed that is the
end of my life.” Again the hunchback
addressed the mother of Bharata, the quesn
of the lord of the Earth, these cruel and bold
words which foretold good to Bharata and
evil to Rama, "“If Rama obtains this
kingdom you shall surely suffer with your
gon. Therefore, Oh fair one, strive in such
s way tbat your som DBharats shall he
instelled.” Thus exceedingly stung and
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wounded by the wordy shaits that procesded
again and again from that hunchback ths
queen pressed her hands against her bosom
and over and over again praised Kubja in
her anger. ‘It shall be your task to tell the
King that 1 have goae to the sbode of Yama
from here or happy Bharata will attein his
desire and be king when Rama shall he
banished to the forest for a long time. If
Rama does not po to the forest from here I
do not cara for beds or garlands or sandal
or seents or drinks or food. I do not wank
anything, aay, T count my verv lifa as
nought.” Having spoken these exceedingly
crvel words the fair Indy siripped off all her
orpaments and lay down on the hare earth
uneovered by anv bads just like a fallen
kinneri. With darkened brow and furious
mien and stripped of her priceless gems and
garlands, the wife of the lord of men lay
down dejected just like the sky enveloped
in darkness with the stars shroudad.

o



CANTO X

HUS perversely advised by
the exceedingly wicked
Mapthara the iair lady
tay down on the floor like
a kinvari plerced with
poisoned shafts resolving
in her wind that it is &
vight course to adopt.

Having made that resolve the poor fair one

under the influence of Mauthara's words,

sighed long and hot like a serpent-girl and
slowly fold everything to Manthara. She
then pondered for & while over the means
whish would secure bar happiness, That
friand and well-wisher, the bunchhack, hearing
of ber firm resolution, rejoiced excoedingly
a3 if she had already obizined success. Then
that lady of the weaker sex bent upon her
dire parpose and with her soul on fire lay on




1-—-13) AYODHYAKANDA. 69

the floor contracting her brows in a frown.
.Phen all the wonderfyl, chbains and nacklete
and rare and oostly jewels that were stripped
off by Kaikeyi lay down on the ground snd
thosa cast-off garlands and ornaments that
lay seatiared on the ground leot lustre to the
floor just as stare light uwp the firmament.
Thus she lay prostrate in the Chamber of
Wrath elad in dicby garments and with ber
hair bound fast in a single breid like a
henvenly nympb dismayed.

Having issued orders for the installation
of Rama the monarchk withdrew and retired
to his chambers, after first dismiseing his
courtiers. Ha thought that the installation
of Rama was now well-known throughout the
town and uow entered the haremm to som-
munieate the glad news to his belaved spouse.
The illustrious monarch of subdued senses
antered the excelient abode of Kaikeyi just
as the Moon threatened by Rahu enters the
the sky pale with the white clouds. There,
in the palace of Kaikeyi, were found parrcis
and peaococks in plenty, while ever and anon
was heard the sweel notes of kraunchas and
swang, Heare waited dwarf and hunchback
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maids. Tharc played the swest music of
late and lyre. Here were found bowers moade
of twining ereepers, ‘There ghone artistic
summer-houses fragrant with Champaka and
Agoka flowers and full of silver, gold and
ivory daises. Bright with trees ever bearing
fruits and flowere, and tanks and surrounded
with lovely seats made ‘of silver, gold and
ivery. It was rich with various kinds of
food and drink as also numerous sweets.
There weré also to be found highly precious
goms apd ornaments. In short it resembled
heaven itself The monarch entered that
excoedingly beauntiful barem of his; bat did
not see hia heloved Kaikeyl on the excellent
couch. Troubled with lust, the lord of men
not seeing his datling wife there, becgme
grieved and made enquiries. For never be-
fore had that lady missed the hour of meeting.
and never till then did the kiog enter the
empby room. Staving in the apartment, the
king made enquiries about Kaikeyi, not
knowing her till then to be selfish or otherwise.
Then at length the warder-maid spoke with
folded hands and trembling frame— ‘' My
lord, the quesn is highly enraged and has
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sought the Chambsr of Wrath.” On hearing
the words of the warder-maid, the king became
exceedingly anxious and assailed with fierce
grief, with his senses troubled and agitated.
Repairing to the Chamher of Wrath the Lord
of the Ferth was consamed by torburing fires
of grief on hehoiding the lady lying on the
ground in 2 moat nnbeseening posture. The
aged king, all pure within, saw the young
spouse, dearer to him than his life, lying
down on ibe ground resolved on sin just
like some fair erseper uptorn or like the
heavenly nymph forlorn, like a kinnari
thrown down or an apgsavas fallen from
heaven ot like & garland thrown gside or a
.doe ensnarad. As some wild elephant who
tries to soothe bis consort as she lies struck
by the hunter's venomed dart, eo the king with
a disturbed heart strove with soft hand and
fond cavess to spothe the distress of hie
dariing queen. The lover addressed these
words to the lady of the lotus eyes. I
know nof, Queen, why you shouid he angry
with me. Say who has slighted you or
whanee has come the cause of such offence
that you lis Jow=in tbe dust and cause me
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thereby intense grisf. What for do you lie
in the ground when I who am bent in your
welfare am vetalive, You afiliet my heart as
though you ave struck down by some malign-
ant gpirit. Thers are with me several skilful:
pbygiciang whom I have pleased in all wayes.
They will surely make you well again, Oh
aweot lady, tell me your wmickness. Whom
do you want to plesse now’or who bhas dooe
you snything unpleasent, who shall now
obtain hig desira or who sball be punished
torribly ? Weep not, my lovely gneen, nor
cause your frame to wither, Speak and the
guiltless shall he condemned or the gnilty
shall be frea. The poor shall be enriched:
or the rich shall be abased. Myself and all
who are mive are under your influence,
I ean never check even one wish of
yours, Now by my life I pray yon
to teil me the thoughis that dwell in vour
boeom. LKnowing your power over me it is
not fair on your part to doubt me, I swear
by all my merita to abide by your pleasure.
My kingdom extends as far as the light of
the solar dise. The ancient Sindhus and
Bouviras, Sourashtras and Dakshinapathas,
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Vangas, Angas and Maghadas, the Mataynls
the prosperous Kasis and Kosalas all these be-
long to me. All are rich in numerons treasurss
in gold, corn, sheep, gonts and kind. Cloose
from among them, Oh Eaikevi, whatever
your heart desives, Why do you aifliet
yvourself, O timid one. Ariss, Ch lovely
damsel, arise and tell me Kaikeyi, truly
whenee avose thy fear. 1 shall dizspel it
immediately just as the sun dispels the
Frost.” Thus addressed she became sonsoled
and longed to unfold ker dire purpose and
sought again to wring the bosom of her lord.

the king.




CANTO XTI,

ATKEYI spoke these remorse-
less words to that proteetor
of the earth whe was piereed
hy the darts of Cupid,and
was under the infiuenes of
Tove's foree, “Ohlovd, I have

Dot been wronged by auybody nov has any

one insulted me. T have 8 certain desire and

I wish that you should fulfil it. Now pledge

vour word to me if you are willing to have

it fulfiled. Then I shall veveal my desire.”

Thereupon the highly effulgent lover with o

gontie smile slowly lifted up Kaikeyi's head

in his bands and addressed her of lovely
emiles. “Oh proud one, do you not know
that excepfing Rama, the tiger among men,
there is no other person on earth who is
dearer to me than yourself, By the nobls

Rama the foremost of Kshairiyas and the

maingtay of my life, I awesr to you. Tell me
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your haart’s desire. By him, whom if I do nob
sea for one hour 1 needs munt die. by that
Rama, O, Kaikeyi I swear to vou that your
words shall he done. By the hull among
roen whom I hold dearer than myaelf or
other sons, hy that Rama, Katkeyi, 1 swear to
you that vour word shell he done. Speak
darking aod il vou choove, request to
have the heart from out my hreust. Regard
my words, O, Kaikevi sud nwme the wish
which your mind thinks fit to frame.
Knowing your power over me it doss not
hehove yvou to doubt me. Y will certainly
fulfil your wish and by my good deeds I swear
this to you." Then intent upon her own
intevests the lady Kaikeyi, overjoved to mee
the King eome round ta ber desire, spoke
theas harsh words on account of the ahsence
of an umpire. Dslighted at the King's
words she revealed to him in an abominable
apeech her intentions which were dreadiul
as the approaching Desth. “You swear
ropestedly and confer on me & boor. Les
$he thvee and thirty gods hesded by Agni be
my witneeses. Let the Sun snd Maog and
the Sky and the Planets and Night and Day
R. i &
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and Quarters, the Wind and Earth along with
the Gandharvae and Rakshasss, the ghosts
that roam in the midnight, the demons and
the household gods that remain in the bouss
and all other living beings let ali thase hear,
and mark thy words, Let all the gods listen
$0 me, This King who is truihful, highly
effulgent, virbuous and in right earnesl,
grants me now this boon.” Having thus
bound the great bowman with teasherous arts
snd oathe, the lady again addressed her
bounteous lord who was blinded with love,
“Remember, O King, that long past day whan
duviog the battle between Devas and Asuras
the enetny had well nigh bereft thee of life
and made thee fall down. Remember,
lord, that it was only Y who protected thee
with oceaseless care and attantion. Then,
plossed with me, you granted me two boons
and I now demand of thee, O monarch, good
and true, those two offered boons whioh I had
pledged with you then. 1 you now refuse
to grant me the boops which you had then
dutifolly sworn, I shall, despised by you, ve-
oounce my life immediately. Enenared by
the more spesoch of EKnikevi the King eom-
plotely fel! under her inflnence snd went to
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hia destruction just like the deer that enters
the noose. Then the (Quean told that love-
atricken Hing who was eager to grant the
boous. ‘' The two boons, O lord, that wers
theu granged to e Ly you, those two hoora
O lord of the earth, [ ehall ask of you now,
listen to my words”? The preparations that
ave boing made for the installation of Rama.
with these preparations themselves let my
Dharata be ipnstelled. The second hoons O,
lord wlich vou ont of pleaztive granted te
me, during that hattle hetweew Devas and
Asuras, the timue is now come for me to
claim that also, Forth to the Dandaksa
forest let Rama go for nine and five vears
and dwell there as a bermnit with deer skin,
cozt and matted bair. Let Bbarvata obtain
the place of Yuvaraja without a vival. This
ic my supreme desire. { am simply asking
for the boons alveady granted.  Les
nie see Rama starting at once. By sticking
to truth become the King of Kings, Piro-
tact the fair name of your race, charaster
and birth. Those rieli in penance say that
truthful speech brings suprema good bo meu
in the next world",
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CANTO XIIL

2 EARING  those terrible
N words oi Kaikeyi, the mo-
nareh stood for & time
ahsorbed in thought while
anguish wrung his heart.
LTS= . “Ig this a drewm or am I

ey hewildered in my mind?
Is this dva to the infla-
ence of some evil spirit or to the affectation
of my mind?*' Thug hrooding, the King did
pot find vest. Regaining his senses after a
swoon ha was coosumed with griel at the
worde of Kaikeyi. Distregsed and tremb-
ting like a deer when it sees the appeoach of
the dreaded tigreas, be sat on the usncoversad
ground and draw a long sigh, Like a wild and
bighly venomous snake eonfined by charme
within a ring, the lord of men indignantiy ex-
claimad “shame on thee.” Then in sense-
bewildering pain he again fainted on the



1+-14] AYODHYAKANDA. 80

ground, At length wben he slowly regained
his senses he spoke to Kaikeyi as his eyn-balls
burned with the wild fury of hisire,”’ Oh oruel
and vile wretch, the destroyer of my race,
what wrong has besn done to vou by Rama
or by myseif. Speak, Obh wicked one, Rama
alwars attends on you &s on bis own mother.
What for have you commeunoced to hring this
ruin on his heed ? T now see that 1 barve
brought vou to my house for my self des-
truction without kpowing that though you
are the daughter of a king you are in truth
s serpent with virulent paison.  The whole
manking speaks well of Bama and praises
him, What fanit ean I find io him that 1
should desert my son? I shu!l rathei aban.
don Kausalya, or Sumitra, or even myv glory,
nay my own life, but never shall T aban-
don Rama who is alweys foud of bis
parenls. Just to see my eldest son ia itself
the highest bliss and if T see him wnot I Iose
my life. The world may stand sunless, the
grain may thrive without the genial rain,
but if my Rama be not nigh, my spirit from
ita frame will ly. Se encugh. Abandon
this resoive, Oh you of simple pianm. I
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shall touch thy feet with my bhsad. Be
plenzed towarde me, Oh wioked dame. Whab
ean have laid yoa to plot so cruelly.
Perchanee your purpose is to sound my love
o otherwise to Bbarata, Laet it be. The
words that these days you have spoken in
praizse of Rama, viz., 'ihat illustricus Rama
iz my eldest son and he is the most righteouns
per;on' weve all evidently feigned and design-
ed with a view to please me.” For, bearing
now the installation of Rama, you are
troubled with grief and aflict me also con-
giderably. Porhaps in this empty hell you
have hecome possessed and now you speak
nnder anothar’s infuence. Now on Ikshva-
ku's ancient righteots race falls foul disorder
end disgraes, because Qb Queen, you bave
kecome bow peiveried in your mind. Nok
ociee, Oh iwoad-¢yed dame, bave you heen
of old guilty of improper or unpleasant
eonduct towards me,

Henee I will not now helieve thy wicked
words. Is not Rams equal in your estima-
tion with your noble Bbarata? You your-
gelf on several ocomsions have declared to
me like that, Oh simple girl. How can you
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bring yourself to be pleased, Oh timid lady,
with banishment to the forest of the illustrious
and righteous Rama for a period of fourteen
years. How ecan it please you if the exoeed-
ingly tender Rama whose heart is ever intent
on righteounsness dwells in the extremely
terrible forest ? What for, have you shosen
thig banigshrsent of the lovely and beauntiful-
oyed Rama who is always attending on you?
Ramsa always ssrves you better thau Bharata
bimself. Henee I do not per-sive any
superior vegard in Bharsta towurde vou.
Who, excepting that foremost of men, will
more devotedly serve you, honor you and
truthfully obey vour worda? Neither the
numarous ladies of the palace nor the count-
123 followers ean breathe a word against my
ton Rama of read o alleged misconduct.
Appeasing all creatures hy bis pure and
gentle soul, Rama, the tiger smong men,
catches the hearts of men. He wins the
-subjeets with bis truth and the poor with
hig gifts, the elders he wins with his services
and tha enemiss with bhis lbow in battle.
Truth and charity and ascetizism, the hand
to give snd the heart to feel, purity and
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straigbt-forwardneses, knowiedge and meek
obdience to elders—thess qualities oerfainly
grace my Rame. How ean you, Oh lady,
plot thus sinfully against Rama in whom
these virtues shipe. He is so very straight-
forward whose glory vies with the sages and
who ig a peer of the gods. I do pot remem-
ber brving ever beard him utter any harsh-
or bitter word to pain any living ereature.
How can I now addrees my beloved son
these cruel words for your sake— what stay
have I gsave him in whom abide {orgiveness,
patience, ohavity, truth, righteousness, grati-
tude and harmlessness towards all crea-
tares. Have mercy, Oh Queeun, on me, &
poor old man nearing the end. Show some
pity towards e in my distress and in wy
week lamentations. Whatever can he obfain-
od within the sea-girt world, all that 1 shail
bestow on you, May you not get angry.
I fold my bands suppliantly, Ok Kaikeyi,
and toueh your feet. DBe you the protector
of Rama. Let not uorighteousness defile me
here. " Wiih fierce words the fiercer
Eaikeyi, replied the Eing who was plesding
again and again (0 rench the shores of the
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ooean cf grief, who was staggered, being over-
whelmed with woe and who bewailed sansa-
lessly, consumed with grief. *'If, Oh mouareh,
wyon now repent the two boons which you
havs already granted, how will you, Oh hero,
poee in the world as righteous. When the
numerous saintlv kings assemble around you,
and ask vou about this, what will you reply,
Oh Enower of vivtnes, You will say ' She
to whose efforts T owe my life, she who
protected me with tender cave. in the onse
of that Kaikeyi T have been fulse.’ Surely,
Ob lord of men, you will bring disgraes o
all the monarehs since, baving granted the
hoon this very day, vou talk again otherwizs.
In the story of the bhawk and the dove
Baibva gave his own #esh for the bird and
Alarke gave bis own eyes and gained an
exalted state, Even the sea keeps his
promise and never goes bevond the shares.
Remembering the old deeds, do not maka
your promise false.  Renouncing virlue
and bhaving installed Rama in the Kingdom,
Ob wicked one, you evidently want to sport
slways with Eausalya. Now eall it by what-
ever name you will, justice, injustice, truth or
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inlsshood, that whiebh you have promised
ms shall oo no aceount be bransgressed. 1
Bame be installed 1 shall imuiediately
drink poison before you and will die in your
very presence. It is indeed far better for me
1o die then to 3es even a pingle dey the
mother of Rama receiving the homage of the
people. I swear, Oh Lord of men, by Bharate
znd by myself that 1 will ot he pleased
with anything else except the hanishment
of Rama.” Baying thus mueh Ks.ilr‘eyi
veased, and did not apeak again to the be-
wailing king. Hewring these extremely ovud
words of Kaikeyi asking for the exile of
Rama and the prosperity of DBbarata, the
King with trouhled sensey lid not talk to
Kaikeyi for a while. He gaxzed steadfastly at
the belovad lady who spoke 3o very rudely-
Hesaring those most unplensunt words which
were a8 hard ani eruel as 1he thunderhoit
and which were Tull of pain and grief, the
King became aflicted with soevow. Ponder-
ing over the efforts of the lady and also over
the terrible vow abe has wade, the king
sighed forth as “'Ab Rams’ and fell down like
asmitten tree. The King, whom tbe whole
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world obeyed, lay down with his senses lost
like one insane, faint as a eick man, wesk
with pain, like & snake with its energies gone.
With sed faint words the King thus addressed
Kaikeyi.—“ By whom Kaikeyi, were you
taught thie flatiering hope whieh is fraughs
with rzin,  You are not ashamed to talk to
me like this as one whose heart is possessed
with the devil. T did not know before when
vou were young all this vicious character of
vours,. Now I find tha very reverse.
Whenee has proceeded your fear that you
agk for such a kind of boon—the installetion
¢! Bharats in the kingdom and the exila of
Rama in the forest. If you would fain do
good to vour husband or to the people or to
Bharata himself, then ceasa {rom this attitude.
Spurn the perfidious course, Ob wicked
traitross, fierce and vile, who lovest deede
of rin and guile. What wrong or faleehood do
you obgerve either in me or in Rama. Sed.
ting agsife Rame, Bharata will never accept
the Kipgdom. For I think Bharata's heart
in set on righteonsness more firmly than
Rama’s. Utterinpg the words ‘go to the
forest ' how can I look Rame in ths fase
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when it loses ite colour like the moon when it
is eclipsed? How can 1 ges all my well-con-
sidered plan, settled in consuoliation with
friends, ruvined like the army destroyed by
aneries? Will not tbe Kings asssmbled from
diffevent regions say of me thus ?>—Alas, how
did this puerile dercendent of Ikshvaka reign
80 long. When the numercus elderly virtu-
ous and well-learned people agk me abous
Rama what shall I then say ? Shall 1 say
that [ banished Rama boing sore pressed
thereto by Kaikevi, Although I speak the
truth, hearing them, all wiil hold ma fnlse and
weak. What will Kausalya sav tc me when
BRama goes to the forest and what answer
shall T give ber, having injured ber like thiz?
Kausalys always attendson me like a slave
and with the sister's care, she blends the love
of & mother, a wife and afriend. In spite of
all her tender solicituds, her noble son and
her loving words, she who has been deserving
of oy regard, has been neglected by me on
your scoount, But my beart is grieved for
thelove andecare I have bestowed on you
just as the siock person repents the dainty
meAls and eondiments parteken by him.
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Boholding Ramsa ingulted and driven ount to
the forest how will the terrifiad Sumitrs con-
fide in me. Ah crnel itin that Vaidehi will
have to hear of two sorrowful events namely
tbe death of myself and the depature of
Ramn, to the forest, Vaidehi will jndeed
wring my aged bosom and kit me with ber
grief, sal as & fair nymph daserted hy her
Iord on the slopes of the Himsalayas., After
seeing the departure of Rama to the great
forest and the weeping Maithili, I don't think
¥ shalllive long and you shall then bacoma
o widow and govern the kingdom along with
your son. I have no zest to live, Oh lady,
after Rama's banishment. I am sorry [
acoepied you, a vile, traitress as good and
true and am deceived as one who in hia thirst
has drank of the good-looking lignor mixed
with poison. You upesk soothingly using
solt words of guile and then kill me just ae
the wild hanter kills thedeer after luring it
with the sound of mueic, Surely all nobie
man will veproach me as ignoble, a3 one who
han aold big son, Thay would scora ma in
tha sireat just as thay wouid do @ drunken
Brahmin, Ah me, for my unhappy fate, for
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I am compelled to tolerate your worde Such
woe hegs come tipon mo as & result of sio
committed in previous births. For many a
day with sinful care I chovished thee, Ol
wicked woman, j2et a8 one preserves tiirough
ignorance the chord that is said to bind one-
self. I sported with you bpot knowing younu
to be death itsel! and dellied with wou in
ptivate just as a child with a venomous anake
All the world wil! surely he justified in osur-
sing me as the wicked person who wade his
gon fatherless. They  will say King
Dasaratha is very foolisk blinded by [ove.
For the sake of & woman, he bas banished his
dear son Rama into the forvest. Already
amaciated by the vows and rigours of the
student-life and restrained by the eldeis,
Rawas, ab a time when heis to enjoy life will
again undergo this mighty trouble. My son
8 incapable of uttering a sscond word when
Iask him togo to the forest. His reply
will simply be. " All right " when I tell him
to go to the forest. If my Bama discheys me
it would be welcome o me. But my child
will not do that. He is pure-hearted and
will not know my inteniions. When asked to
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go fothe forest he will eimply reply,
* Allright,” and on the departure of Rama
to the forest all the world? will execrate me
and wil! deem me unhcarable and death itself
will lead me to Yama's 1hede. When I am dead
and wheun that forem. 2t of men, Ramn, has
gone to the foreszt I do 't know what evil you
will geek to my reo nining relations and
friends. Losing Kaosalya, myself, Raroa
and her two sonw, the sueen Sumitra unable
o beur her grief will surely {follow me,
Having thrown into holl Kausslya, Sumitra
and myself along witlh the three sons, do you
Oh Kaikeyi, enjoy life, You shall protect thas
eternal and virtuous Kne of the Ikshvakus
which was inoapable of being shakenp up to
now anhd which is now laft to wild confusion
beroft of myaslf and Rama. If this banish-
ment c¢f Rama be plansing to Bharata also, let
him not perform the fuperal ohsequies when
I am dend. Alas vile foe, the causa of my ill,
obtain at laat vour oursed will, When 1
am desd and when the bull among men, Bama,
is gone to the forest you, a widow, shall then
rale the Kingdom with your son. In the
guise of n princess you have dwelt in my



80 RAMAYANA. (18

palace. Undold infamy and gross insult will
surelv he mine in the world. All oreatures
will disvegard me just as they would do a
sinner. Having gone often and often in
chariots and elephants and horses how will
my child the noble Rama ronm ou foot in the
mighty forast?  Ha, for whom the ecooks
woaring estfrings vied with eteh other in
prepariug the hast and she most delicious
food and drink, how oan he now live on tha
forest-food eating astringent, bitter and pun-
gent roots and fruits. Having worn costly
and valuable garmsnss and lived loag in ense
and pleasure, how can he uow dwell on
hare earth wearing u pieca of orange-eoloured
cloth. Whose are these cruel words un-
thought of up to now—Rama’s departure to the
foreet and the inatallation of Bharata? Shame,
shame on women, vile rogus=s, ever selfish ;
why should I blame all the women, I shall
speak of the mother of Bhavata alone. ©Oh
worthless, cruel and selfish deame, has God
crented vou solely for my grief 'and woe.
What fault do you find in me or in my son,
Rama, who Joves thee so. Fond wives may flee
from their hnshands and fathere may desert
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their sons; hut il the world would revs fo
see my Rauma plunged in sorrow, When I
bear wy son coming adorned like the
illustrious son of the celestials, I vejoice and
when I astually see him, I feel my youth
again renewed. There might he life without
the Sup, or even if Indes send no rain,
but seeing Rama  hanished from bere I
think none would ramain alive. You, »
wrong-doer and a foe eager to dastroy, I have
harboured you in my louse to he as it wers
my death. T have for a long time held you
-on my lap, you a highiy venomed snake, and
I am lost on account of that folly. Les
Blarata along with vourule the Kingdom
with itg towns, forts and inountaina berels
of tyself, Rama and Lakshmana and youw
Lad hettar produece jov to all my enewmies.
Piotter of woe, hreeder of evi!, for the speseh
which vou have dared to ufter now, why do
nob your teeth fall down from your head
seattered in thousand pieces. Rame naver
spoke any wrong or unkind words to you
ad he doar not know to speak harsh. How
ean vou find famlt in Rama who speaks
always  pleasantly and whom )] adnire

R.ii. §
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slwavs for hia  virbues. Yield vyourself to-
despair or burn yourself or otherwise deatroy
yourself and sink into the Earth diifted in a
thousand ways. I will pever act up to your
extremely cruel words which are fraughd.
with evil to me, Oh dust of the roynl race
of the Kekavas. I do not wish you, Oh,
wreteh, to live, you who are the ruiu of your
own rane. who are eager fo iear my henrt
with its strings and who alwava speak false-
and base worde keen as a razor. Alylife
is gone; why speak of joy. For pavrents
where is happiness without the son? It
behoves you not, Oh lady, to do me wrong.
I tonch your feet, Pray, be pleared to-
wards me. As bewailing thus like oue
forlorn, the ruler of the BEarth, heart-struck
by the preavmptuous Keikeyi, strove to resch.
the outetretched legs of the lady, bat feld
down uuabla to do so like one enfeebled with-
digease.



CANTO XIIL

NDESERVING of his
mournful fate, the
mighty king lay pros-
trate in unseeming guise
just like Yayati fallen
from the worid of the
gods when his merits
were exhausted. Thab

lady, the personification of ruin, triumpbant

and terrible without sny fear, renewed again
her demand for the same boons. ' Yom
boast yourself, Ch King, astvuthful and firm
in vows, Then why do vou wish to deay me
theee boons ? " Thus addrsssed by Kaikeyi
the King Dagaratha, with anger raging in his
breast, sank for a while beneatbh the pain and
then replied—"' When I am dead and when
Rama, the bull among men, has gone to the
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foreat, ales, Oh ignoble foe, vou bhad hebber
please vousselt with all your desires fulfited,
Bven in beaven when the goda ask me of the
weltflare of Bamas, how can [ bear to hear of
their vepronch? If I speak the truth amnd
aay that Rama was banished Ly me, cager to
fuliil tie drmsive of NKaikeyi, they would nof
beliave me but consider it untrue. Childigss for
a long time, I obtained at length with great
difticulty the son Rama, the highly powerful.
How ean I now desert him? Rama is a
warrior, has ecompleted his learning, and son-
troiled his anger and is aver patient. How can
T banish such alovely lotus-eyed Rama? How
can I sz=nd to the Dandaka forest the lovely
Rawa, the long-armed and the highly power-
ful snd whose hue resombles that of the blne
lotus ? How can ] see the wire Rama in
pain, e who is always accustomed to plea-
aures and never to pain ? If, when doing any
injury to Rema who does not dessrve paine
I meet with my death then I shall attain
happiness. Ob, oruel Kaikeyi of sinfuy
purpose, why do you waond fo inflict this
wrong upon my heloved Rams of truthfgl
prowess? Untold infamy and gross insmls
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will surely be my lot in this world.” As
the monearch thus wailed and wept with
wmnaddening grief,'the Sun went down and
night was closing ronnd. The night, though
coupled with the moon, did pobt bring any
relisf to that wretehed wailing King. Fixiog
his gaze on the skies, the old EKing Dasarathsa
wapt with grief sighing hot and bard like
one suffering from sickness. " Oh night,
whom the stare adorn, I long vot for the
coming dawn. Ba kind and show me mweroy.
I olnsp my hands in supplication. Nay ratker
fly with swifter pace. I do not like to ses
the face of the cruel and dreadful Kaikeyi
who js the cause of this mighty grief.”
Saying thus tbe King with eclasped bands
tried again to please Kaikeyi. * Ohlady, be
pleazed towsrds me who am goed and pure,
whose life is nlinost finiebed and who turn to
vou for suecour. Do this favour, Ob sweet
lady, especially to your King. T sam npot
gpenking in wain, Ok lovely hipped cne. De
goed, Oh girl; you are of faiv beavt indeed.
5o show meroy. Be yon propitions towards
me, Let Rama enjoy the Kingdom aa your
gift, Ohb lady of soft black eye and thereby
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win a name thot shall never dis. Oh lady
of the duinty waist, graced with the beanty of
eves and of lips, do this aet which wonld please
me, Rama, the world, the elders and also
Bbarata.” That wicked and cruel lady heard
the extremely pitious and mournful cries of
heor husband whose reddened eyes were full
of tears and whose intentions were quite
pure. Hearing them she did not maks any
reply. Then that King, seeing his favourite
and good wifa pereist in speaking wrong by
insisting on the banishment of his son, fell
down on the ground grief-siricken and sense-
{esn. As the wise King atflicted with sorrow
was sighing hot and bard the night passed
awny. Thev nshe was heing roused up, the
King pravented his being awakaned,
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EEING the desc:ndent of
Ikshvaku fallen on the
ground whirling and senge-
less and diatressed with
grief on account of his
sot, that wicked lady
spoke thus. “‘Having pro-

mised to grant me a hoon why do you lie on

the ground ng if you have committed some

-#in. It behoves you to maintain your dig-

pity and position. The righteous econsider

truth as the prime virtue and it is in the
interests of truth that I exhort you to virtas,

Having promised the hawk, the lord of the

Earth, Ssibya, gave his own body to the bird

and tharehy obtained exalted position.

‘Similarly the effulgent Alerka, when a
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Brabmin learned in the Vedas entreated him:
bis own eyes, he gave them fe him without
any reluctance. The lord of rivers also, the
mighty ooean, for the sake of truth only does
not overstep the limits of its slender
boundary. Truth is the one word denoting-
the Supreme and in Truthis firmly established
righteoueness. Truth salgne is the eternal
soriptare and by Truth is aitained the
supreme siate. If you wouid pursue the
right follow the Truth. Let that hoon be
fraitful, You are indeed, Oh King, the giver
ofthe boons. For the sake of wvour own
denire, for virtue and al my instigation also-
you had better hanish your son Bama and
I am telling vou thrice to dott. 1fvoudo
not falfil now this vow of vours, in ycar very
presence I will die forlorn, Thus fearlessly
urged by Kaikeyi, the King was helpless to
extvicate bimsel! from the hond just like
Bali who was unable to free himself from
Indre’s noose. Dismaved in coul and pale-
in oountenance, the monareh trembled like a
bull hetween the chariot wheel and the yoke.
Then steadying himself with a great effors,
the King with a vacant stare appesred to.
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look at Kaikeyi and spoke to ber thus. “ Oh-
wreteh, 1 do bereby rencunge that band of
yours which I accepled with Vedic rituals in
the presence of Fire, I renounce it along
with you and vour son. The night has fed,
Oh lpdy, the dawnis vear. Soon will the-
holy elders be here and will eertainly hurry
me on to compiete the installation of Rama.
But under tha ciroumstances Rama will have
to make my funeral ohsequies with the-
mabetials specially gatbered for the installn-
tion of Rama. You and your son arenot to
offer me any watery offerings, if you pre-
vent the installation of Rama. Oh vou of foul
conduot. Having just sean tham bright and
glad, I eould not hring myself up to look
upon the people with their heads bent, with
their joys whattered and quite oheerless.”
While the noble monareh was thus spenking
to Kaikeyi, the Lioly night with its charae-
teristics- -moon nnd star—gave place to the-
dawn., Then Knikeyiof wioked ways versed
in speech and wild with rage spoke again
these fisree words to the King. “ What is
this you are talking about, Oh King, words
which resemble polsonous disease. It be-
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hoves you o cause your ncble scn Rama fo
be brought here. When the Kingdom is
given to my son and when Ramais driven
to the woods and when nota rival copes
with me, you shall ba free from the chains of
duty.” Thus goaded like an excellent ateed
urged by sharp spurs, the King replied to
Kaikeyi thus—'"My senses are astray and
duty’s bonds bave tied my hands. I long to
sea my virtaous and heloved eldest son.”

When the night had passed away and the
Sun had arigen, when the hour of the con-
junetion of the holy star had arrived, the
virtuous Vagishtha, surrounded by his dis-
-ciples, entered the fuir city having secured
all the necessery malerials, He traversed
the city whose roads were all watered and
swspt clean, whieh was adorned with splen-
- did banners, which was strewn all over with
beantiful flowers, which looked beautifyl with
numerous garlande, which was full of joyous
people with its shops overflowing with goods,
which wore s highly festive appearance eager
for the instaliation of Rama and which was
perfumed all around with incense of sandal
and sgaru wood. Haviny psssed through
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guch a city which resembled that of Indra,
Vagishtha entered the magniflcent palacs
where he heard the mingled notes of many a
‘bird, where thronged the citizens and the
villagers, and where graoced the Brahmins
and their aspistants who were all fully con-
-versant with the rites of sacritice. Passing
that erowd, the sage Vasishtba entered the
inner apartments highly pleased. He there
-saw the chariote:r Sumantra, the good-look-
‘ing counsallor of the lon among men, juet
emerging through the gate. The highly
effulgent sage Vasishtha told that skilled
charioteer—""Oh Charioteer, inform the king
-nquickly that I am oome here. These golden
vesgels full of the sacred waters of the
‘Ganges and the Qoean and the auspicious
seat made of the Udumbara wood have been
brought heve for the installation. All kinds of
seeds and precious scents snd many s gem
and ornament, honey, eunrds, ghee, fried rice,
.dbharbe grass, flowers and miik, eight lovaly
damsels and an excellent rutted elephant, ab
exoellent oar with four horses, a sword and
.an excellent bow, n palanguin with its,
.besrers, white umbrella bright as the



93 RAMAYANA. k13

oon, two white cheouries, s golden beaker
& white bull high-bomped and fair and girt
with gold bands, » bighly powerful and.
excellent lion with four Isrge teeth and flowing
mane, the throne amd the kiger's skin, the
seored fire fresh Lindled, the best musles
of all sovtz apd dancing girls well adorned,
the priests, Brahmins, kina aad birds of the
purest sort, the nobliest men frem town and.
village, merchnnts with their followers—
these and several others, delighfed at heart
and conversing joyfully, have agsembled here
along with the kings for the sake of the
installation of Bama. The day has dawned,
Go and bid the great king to make haste so
thut Bama meay ohtain the kingdom during
the influence of the holy star.” Hearing
these words of the noble sage, the charioteer’s
son entored the royel apartments praising
the figer among the kiogs, The gate-keepers
who wers eager to fulfit the king's pleasures
were not able to check the enteance of this .
charioteer aged in yenrs and who bad been
granted {ree 300085 everywhere ere this. He-
sbood buside the royal ohief nowitting of his
deadily grief and with sweet worde began to -
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sing the praises of hiz lord and king. With
olasped hands the oharioteer Bumanira
praised the lord of thea Earth duly in hig
.obrambers. '‘As the sparkling sea delights our
eyes ab sunrise, ko give ua raptnra, Oh king,
with a delighted heart and yourself well
pleased. Matali praised Indra at ihe aelf-
aame hour and thereupon Indra conquered
all the asurag. Similarly T wake thee up.
An the Vedse with their angas revea! the
gali-exislent Brabma, so do 1 wake you up
and reves! you to the world. Aae the lord of
sky in ecompany with the Moor wakes ue
the Earth full of ereatures, so do I waks you
up. Rise up, Ob great king, and clad in
excellent robes and decked with ornamente,
shing bright in form like the Sun issuing
from Mount: Meru. May the San and Moon,
Bivaanod Agni, Kubera, Varuna and Indra
may all these bless yon, Oh Kakutstha with
all sucosss. The glorious night has passsd
and the auspicious day has dawned. Awake,
Oh saintly king and folfil your duty. Hvery-
thing is ready for the insiallaiion of Bamee
The townamen and the countrymen and the
meychanis are ali waiting with clasped bands,
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The sage Vasishtba walts with all the
Brahmina at the gsie. Issue the orders
quickly, Oh king, for the installation of
Bama. Asthe sheep without a protector,
a8 the army without a captain, as the night
without the moon and as the kine without
the holl, puch is the state of the kingdom
wherein a king is not found.” Hearing thess
words of Sumanbre, plain and appropriate,.
the lord of the earth felt deeper yet the
sting of hia sorrow. A$ length the virtuous
and illuetrious king raised his eves red with
weoping and mournful for the sake of his
son and addressed the charioteer thuse—"' By
your words you pierce my vitals all the
more,” Humantra besrd the sed reply and
saw the pitiful state of the king and with
folded hands and howed head drew aside o
little from that place. When the king was
quite unable to spesk himsell on account
of misery, Knikeyi skilled in plots and
plans, then addressed Sumantra thus~" Oh
Sumantra, elated with joy on aceount of
Rama, the king has kept swake the whole
pight and being peatly tired ha is now over-
powered with sleep. Therefore, Oh ebario-
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feer, yen ‘had bhetter quiekly go and feteh
hare the illugtrious prince Rama. WMav good
botide vou. Do not hesitate in this affsiv.”
Thinking good of Rama the chariotesr be-
came delighted at heat and went out
jovously auickened hv the royal mandate,
Being urged to hurry on by Kaikeyi,
Sumantra thoughs thus—"It is clear that
the virtoous Bawa is to be brought here for
the instaliation.” Thinking thus the chario-
teer became filled with mighty joy and
eager to see Kuma, the highly powerfal,
Sumantra, went out from the inber aparb-
ments which resembled the desp bay of the
ocean, PFmerging through the crowd of
people he saw the gate before him.
He Liurried forth straight from the presemec:
of the king looking at the gnte-keepers om
bis way and saw before him nil sorts of
rich sitizens assembled together and meated:
by the aide cf the kings,

——
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CANTO XV,

-JHI  king's priests, breah-
riing  learned in the
Vedas, having slept the
night, roso up early in the
morping to attend the
Court of the King. Minis-
ters, capiains of the army
aud the chief of the narchanis had azszmbled
there with o joyous bheart to witness
the installation of Ruma. The San ross in
the cloudlass sky and the day sdvanced
ander the astral influence of Pusbya. When
the Karkataka Tagna approsched and when
the Moon was in the star of Rama, the best of
twice-horn men gathered togethar all things
nacessary for the ioatallation of Rama.
{Golden pitchers full of waber, wall-dacorated
anepicious seats, hright-car well spraad with
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tigar's skin, sacred water hrough’ from the
holy conflaence of the {(ianges and the
Jnmna s alao from the zaveral other holy
mvers, lakes, wells and tanks, fro:n streamw
that run eastwards, northwards and ohli-
quely—from all these was the sacred water
brought as alec [t the oceans all round,
The golden anl silver pitchers 1)) of these
apcred walers shone hright adorned with
fried rice and covered over with milky
branches and lotuses and  waker-lilies.
Howey, curd, gbee, fried rios, dhirba grass,
flawers and miltk, well-hebaving dancing girle
decked with all ornaments, nm axcelleny
ehowri adorned with gold and gems and
bright as the moon—all thess were mads
ready for the wsake of Bama. A white
shining 1ooon-like umbrells stood ready,
awaiting the auspicious installation. Thae
white bull was also veady as also the whita
horse. The stately elepheet stood awailing
the royal ride and lovely damsels aight in
number, stood all adorned, Thora was
all musie soft and loud and tarde and
minietrels swelled the crowd. Just e was

customary during she installation of the
Ikshvakus, a0 evergthing
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togetber for the ingtallation of the prince.
When sll were nssembled there in obedience
to the kirg's order and did not find the lord
of the earth, they spoke among themsclves
thue :— 'Who will inform the king of our
arrival; the Sun bas risen, everything ia
ready for the ivstallation of the wise Raaia
aud still we do not find the king.' When thiey
were conversing thus, Sumantrs, the ap-
proved of the king, replied to those royal
chiefs in these worda:—" In obedience to
the command of the king 1 am just stariing-
to feteh Rama quickly, You are all held in
high honour by the king and especially so
by Rama. Seo, as your, moutbpiece, I ghalk
g0 back and inform the king of the oause of
my return and on your behalf, enguire of
him, bis welfare.” Baying thus, the knowar
of the Poranas approached the gates of the
ioner apsriments, Sumantra entered the
apaytments which wers always olosed and
having entered be began to praise the royat
live ot tie king. He then entered the hed-
room of the kivg and approaching the bed
be stayed behind a soreen and from thers
Jegan’ to praize the king with eweet words
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fuil of blessings. ' Oh Kakutstha, may the
Bun and the Moon, Siva and Kubem,
Varupa, Agoi and Tndra, may all bleas thea
with success. The glovicus night bas passed '
and the nuspicious day bas dawned. May
vou rise up, O tiger among kings sand do the
needful. Brabwing and capteins of the army
and merchants havae all arrived, O king.
They are all anxicus to see vou and hetoe,
ariee O Raghave."” Hearing the cbarioteer
Sumantra, the knower of mantraa praise
him thus, the King swoke and spoke
these words. 'Thiz lady told you to
go and fetch Bama. What is the caume
for not having dona s0? Why do vou
go counter to my order? T am uot asleep.
Bring here Rama quickly.’ Tbus did ‘the
king order the oharioteer again. Hearing
those roval words the charioteer bowed with
his head and went out of the roysl abode,
full of thoughis of joy. He reached the royal
atreat, gay with bapners and bunticgs and
exoeedinglydaligbted and joyous, the chazio-
tear gped quiokly behelding them all. The
charioteer bearing every ons ob -his way,
talking of Ramoe and of the instaliation



100 RAMAYANA. (1o

which gave joy to sall the people. Then be
saw ab & distance the lovely palace of Rama
bright an the peak of mount Kailass resem-
bling the abode of Lord Indra with huge
gates, beputiful with hundreds of balconies,
with & golden statue for its sole crest, lovely
with gems and vcorals, bright as the autumnal
clonda and resemhling the cave of mount
Meru, adorned with large faskoons of
oxceliant gems, flashing with pearls and
jewels, fragrant with the scent of sandal and
agarn, emitting sweet and odorous seents
like the peak of mount Dardar, resounding
the sweeb tones of sawans and peasocks with
tastafully sculptured wolves and deer
atéracting the aye and tha hegrt alike of all
erestures with ite resplendant lustre, bright
as the moon and the sur, resembling the
abode of Kubera, the pesr of the palace of
Mahandrs and full of various kinda of birds.
The charioteer heheld the palase of Rama,
high as the pesk of Mery, surrounded with
numerous peopla who had come there with
folded hands. He saw it beautified with a
number of villagera who had assembled there
with giftn, eagor to witnens the inatsllation
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of Rarun. He saw the pulace that resembled
a mighty cloud, that looked maguoificent with
its lovely decorations, that flasbed bright
with different gems and that was full of
servants of various kinds. The chariotser,
borne in big chariot by fleet coursers, beheld
tbe royal mbode and the people’s elamour and
gladdened the beerts of all townsmen with
his escort which beaded towarde the palmcs
of Rama. Reaching the highly wealthy abods
of Rama, intensely charming on account of
the sweet and melodious nofes of the deer
and the peaococks, just as in the exquisitely
baautiful palace of Indra, the charioteer
hecame wonder-struck so much po that the
hairs on his body stood on end. Enteriog
varioud well-decorated enclosures, bright as
Kailaga and resembling the abode of the gods,
he saw a number of faithfnl men awaiting
the pleasure of Rama, and passing through
t¢hem the charicteer entered the innermost
oourtyard. He there beard the joyous notes
of the people assembled for the installation
of Rama and found the voioe of all the people
directed towards the welfare of the son of
the Lord of men. Eunmantra behsld the
lovely palace of Rama, full of avimals end



102 RAMAYANA. - (18

birds iike the abode of Indra with it high
dome shining lustrously like the peak of
- Meru. He beheld the gateway orowdad with
millions and billions of peopls, both townsmean
and villagers, who, leaving their carriages far
away, bad approached the palace with folded
hands and presents. He then gaw the lovely
elephant named Bafrunjays stationed there
to convey Hama. The elephant was buge in
proportions resembling a mountain in the
midet of mighty clouds and was mtéed and
bence qguite uncouotrollabla and unbearable.
He algo saw hundreds of ministers well-
adofned who were al) dear to tha king wait-
ing with horses, chariote and elephants.
Pasgsing throogh them all fhe charioteer
eniered the prosperous inner apartments. The
chaiicteer entered unhindered the ecrowded
palace swith its lofty and cplendid dome
regembling the elouds that repose on the top
of a hill just like the dolphin entering the
ovean full of jewels.

<



CANTO XVL

AE ASSING throngh the srow-
B deddoor of the iner apart-
ments, Suinant:a, skilled
in ancient lore, reachad
the private apariments
which stood apart from

the rest. There, youth-
ful warriors whose ears

ware rviuged with polished gold and who
weore all armed with trusty hows and darts,
watched with devoted eyes and heart. Ha
savw thare, stationed at the gate, several
aged men well-dressed and holding staves of
cane, wearing orange-coloured robes avd
faithfully guarding the ladies. When they
saw $he approach of Sumantis, they, eager
to wish the good of Rama, rose up immedi-
ataly from their seats in confusion. Then the
skilled and modest chavioteer spoke to
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them thue,— ' Inform Bama quickly that
fumanten stands at the gate,” Those men
seeking always the pleasure of their lord,
approached Rama speedily and compiuni-
cated the news 0 him who was with his
wife. Knowing tbat the charioteer hae arrived
with the comwmands of his father, he asked
him to be brought there itgelf, eagcr to obey
bis paternal will. The Chariotesr bebeld
Rama sented on a goldan sofs, upholstered
Ginaly, well.arrayed and bright like Lord
Kubera. His body was covered all over
wibh pure sod fragrant sandsl resemhling in
ibs eolour the blood of a boar. By his side
sat Bita with a chowri in her hand, like
Chitra by the sgide of the Moon. Then
Bumantra, skilled in conrt etiguetie, humbly
ealuted the bhouonteous prince, who was
dazziing like the Sun bright with his own
tustre. With folded hands Sumantra, the
adored of the kings, enquired of bis wellare
and spoke thus tc the prince who was seated
in the pleasure-Led. O Rama, the happy
son of Kausalva, your father, in company
with the gueen Kaikeyi, desives to see you.
Therefore be vou pleased to go thers
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quickly."  Waell pleased at being addressed
thue, the highly effulgent lion among men
duly honoured his father's words and told
thus, to Bita. “Oh Iady, there is no doubt
that my f{uther is oconsulting with my
mother Kaikeyi abont something connected
with the installation. Guessing at the
intentions of the king the clever queen, O
lady of bewitching eves, eager to gratify the
desires of her lord, is urging the monarch on
oy behalf. That mother of mine, the daughter
of the lord of the Kekavas, is interested in my
prosperity and with great delight aests up to
my good and follows the desires of the king.
FYortunately indeed did the Mabavajn and bis
boloved gqueen despaiteh as messenger this
Bumantra who always works in my futerests.
The massenger who kag arrived here is worthy
of the people that sent him, Certain it is that
the king would inatall me on the throne of
Yuvaraja this very day. I shall quickly go
hence and see the lord of the envth. Mean-
while please voursell among vour followers
and be at ense. Thus spoken to with regard
by her lord, Sita of fair dark eyes followed
her busband to the gateway and implored.
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blessinge on him, May the King bestow
on you the kingdom which is the delight of
the twioce-born and install yvou with due
rights in royal siate just as Brahma, the
maker of the world, installed Indra. Behold-
ing you coupled with Diksha and Vreata,
- dressed in pure black dear’:skin, weaxing the
roebiok’'s horn on the hand, I shall adors you.
May the wielder of the tbunderbolt guard
you in the East. May Y.uma protest you in
the South, May Varuna wateh the Western
quarter and the Lord Kubara take care of
the North, Then, bidding farewell to Site,
Rama: baviog complated ull anspicious pre-
limipaties, went out of his abode in company
with Sumantra just like a lion emerging out
of ths deep save of a mountain. He saw at
the gate Lakshmang stending reverently with
folded hands. Then he reached the cantral
eourt-yard and mixed freely with his friends.
To al! his well-wishere whowera assemblad
there he gave kind looks and fair greetings
and then that joy of monerebs and tiger
among men ascended the lofty silver car
with ite seat of tiger skin, high as the moun-
tain. With cloudlike thunder as it rollad ib
flashed with pems =nd burnisbed gold,
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dazaling the sight by tbe brilliance of the
: shining gold. Like youthful elephants, ex-
+eellent and quiok horses led the car like the
faultless chariot of Iudra, the thousand-
eyed. Ascending the ocar in great haste the
glorious Raghava went out of his abode like
the lustrons Moon from the mwidst of densa
cloude and like Parjanys when he flies
thundering throogh the autumn skies. Laksh-
mana the younger brother of Raghava, with
chowri in hand, got into the ear hehind
Rame and watehed him with fraternal care.
As be emearged through the gates the Lumnit
of the asmembled eorowd rose all avound and
people acclaimed him with loud huzza and
jubilant shout. 'Then elepbants which re-
gsembled huga mouvntaing and steeds which
surpassed all their kind follm-ved Rama by
hundreds, nay by thousands. Before him
marched a band of trained warriors, wall-
armed with sworda and bows, ecloured with
sandal and agara and each one glowing with
hope. Throughout the tway wera heard the
gounds of muasicsl instrumenis the pane-
“gyrios of the harde and leonine shouts of the
-wrarriors. The repressor of foes proceeded
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slong while there showered on bhim number-
less fragrant Bowers from the bands of the
weil-adorned ladies ocoupying the terraves
and the laltices. Then nil the ladies of
foarless face and limh, eager to pleage Rama,
grested him with sbrill and eweet voices
from palaoce bigh and crowded streat. Surely
ghall your mother Kausalya rejoice now, O-
Joy of the mothar, to behold you on your
friumphal mareh to obinin the Lingdem of
your aneeators. Those ladies oconsiderad
lndy Sita who was beartily loved by Rama
as tha best of all woman-kind. Surely somy
mighty penance was performed, in days of
vore, by that lady who is mow united to
Rama just like Bohini to the Moon. Thus
did that best of men Rama hear on the way
the pleasing worde uttered by the ladies
from the tops of the palaces. Rama wended
his way salopg the high road, hearing from
the assemblsd people all round praises of
himself. The joyous citizens, spoka vaviously
regarding Rama. ‘ This Rema sball this day
atlain the kinpdom by the grace of our king.
Wao bave thus gained all our desives, now
that ke is to become our ruler. [t is a great
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gain to the world that he is cbiaining the
kingdom for a long time. He will be never
unkind to the people nor will he sse tham
suffering.' He marched S&rinmphently like
the lord of waalth, praised all round by ex-
cellent bhards, with musis, borses and ele-
phants and panegyrists prooceading in front.
Rama beheld in that lovely highroad erowds
of horses and chariots and slepbants and all
the cross roads full of people and the shops
-Jdisplaying 2 wealtk of gema.




AMA accended his car after
. having rendered his friende

joyful and beheld the

illustrious town ndorned

with pennons aund flags

and fragrant with the

incense of the agaru wood

and tumultuous with.
erowds from various diveotions, Hae traversed.
the royal rond on either side of which rose
high palaces that vied with pale clouds. The
royal rcoad was gplendidly spacious and
brilliant with a ecollection of sandal, agarn
and other exceedingly fine scents with silk
acd fiaxen cloths with whole pemls aud
axgellant crystals. He saw the royat road just
like the selestial rond, surrounded with diffe-
ront kinds of bazaars and moltiform edibles,
rice offerings, {ried rice, incense of
agars and sandal and differsnt kinds of sweet-
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gmelling Howers. Listeniog to the numerons
banedictions uttered by the I[riends and
having duly bonoured all the people he went
hig way. The people said ' Instelled in the
gadi today may voun follow the paths trodden
by vour grandfathers and great-grandfnthers
and proteot us.  M:y vou endear us just as
your fatbers and graudlathers did of old.
When Rama becour the king we shall
sarely live more bnppily. BEnough of tha
enjoyments we bave had, enough of the
supererca goal for u-, if we bt just ses the
budding Rama established in the kingdom,
Nothing elsa is dearer to us than the instal-
iation of Rama of nutold splendour in the
kingdow.” Hearing these apnd other such
pleasant words in his praise from bis friends,
BRama want on the highway without being
moved. Ragbava passed away but not
single persou eould withdraw his eyes or
shought frotn that best of men. Ha who did
oot see Rama and whom Bama did not be-
hold was mn objest of contempt for all the
beople and he reproached himsel! in hitter
thame. That righteous soul showed sym-'
pathy and teoderness to all the aastes aliks
a8 also {0 men of all the four stages. Heonos
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they also bore him great love. That son of
the monareh hent his oireling eourse around
the crogsways, vords leading to tomples, the
altars and the ahodes of gods. Approsching
the royal palnce resembling » 1nsss of slouds,
augpicions with its numerons turrets high as
the Kailasa peak coveriog as it were the sky
with its white domes and with ita magnificent
halls adorned with namevous gems. He
antered that eacsllent ahode which may bs
likened to that of the great Indra. Shining in
splendour the prines entered bis father’s abode
and drove his chbariot through three courts
gusrded by bowmen. Tihat excellant of
men then paseed though two more Courts oo
foot and having pasaed through all the enclo-
sures, the royal son of Dasaratha turned
back his followers and himself enterad the
janer most apartments. When the monarch's
nable son bad thus gome to meet his father,
the multitude, elate with joy, stood watching
in the atreet esgerly expecting his relurn
just like the mea, the lord of rivers, awaits
the riss of the Moon,

o



AMA saw his father
seatad with Kaikevi
on & handseme couch
with a dried-up ecounte-
nance and a dejeoted
look. First of all he
respeeifully howed ak

4he feet of his father and with ail atteotign

bowed at the feet of Kaikeyi. The
miserable King with his oyes bedimmed with
tesrs just uttered the word Bama and conld

.do no more. He was able neither to see him

nor to talk to him. DBeholding the sirange

and terrible appearance of the King, Rama
also got frightened as ona who hes trod on

2 aoake. Ha bsheld the mighty monarch

breathing hard, with his senses dejected and

mind hewildered, a prey to torturing grief,
R.i. 8
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agitated like the deep tranquil wave-crested
ocean and slonded like the Sun during the-
eclipse and distraught like a Rishi who had
utterad a falsehood. At the sight of this
iunexplicable grief of his father, Rama became
considerably Aagitated just like the ocean
daring the course of the full moon. Hver
beot on what in good 6o his father, Bama
then considersd within himself:—" How
strange it is, the Kiag does not joyfully wel-
some mo to-day. [Jsually even on occasions
when he was enragad my father used to
beam with pleasure at my sight. Sueh heing
tha cade, seeing me now why does anguish
ving his brow.” Sick and perplexed and
distraught with woe, Kama bowed agrin to-
Kaikeyi and spoke thus: —" What wrong has
baen unwittiingly sommitted by me whick
enragad my father? Kindly apprise ma of it
and yourself appease him on my bebalf,
Why is his mind now bewildered? He who
used always to he fond towards me is now
miserable and pale and does not rpeak to me,
I bope no bodily pain or mental anguish
gronbles him. Ab! uniform happiness is
indeed vory rare. Or bas any avil befallen.
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the lovely prince Bbarata or the mighty
brave Satrughna or my.mothers ? Displeasing
the King and disregarding the paternal in-
janctions I do not wish to live even for an
hour when the King is offended. How
should a man behave to bhim who gave him
hig being, The sire to whom be owes his
birth should be hia visible god on earth ; or
perhaps have you spoken any harsh words
to my father out of anger or coneceit, which
has thusg agitated his mind? Speak truly, Oh
queen, to me who am eager to know what has
ocansed this unvsusl change in the lord of
men. Thus addressed by the noble Raghava
Eaikeyi casting all ruth and shame aside spoke
these impudent words full of seli-greed—
*Ob Rama, The Kiog is not angry nor has
any misery befallen him, Hea bas got soma-
thing in his mind which Ls daras not speak
for fear of thee. Thou art so deer to bim
that bia lips refrain from words that might
paio you, But you must perforce do that
whioch he has promised {0 me. He honoured
me high in days of yore and vouchsafed &
boon to me. Butb now this Eing regreta his
word just like a common folk, The lord of
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earth vowed to grant a boon to me saying "I
give thee’ and now be wisbes in vain to set
up s dam when the water hags passed sway.
Oh Rama, it is well known to all righetous
people that trath is the root of all virbme;
therefore the King sbould not abondon truth
on your bebalf though enraged at me. If
you fulfill youar father's words, he they good
or be they ill, I will then relate to you every-
thing in detail. If vou undertake that the
King's vow shall not go in vain with you, that
in, il you bind yoursell by your father's vow
thon and not till then shall I uniold the tale.
The King will not speak to vou.” Hearing
these words uttered by Kaikeyi, Rama with
a troubled bzart spoke thess words fo the
queen in the presence of the King. “Ab me!
dear lady, it doea not behove you to epeak
such worde to me. At the biddiog of the
King -1 would even fall into the Fire;
I would even drink virdlent puison or
drown myseli in the Qcesn, provided I am
asked to do it by him wbo is bent or my
welfare and who is my gorn, father asd King
in one. Bo tell me, O lady, what is desived
of me by the King. T will do it and I promise
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to do it. Rama does not speak twice.” Then
the wicked Kaikeyi spoke thase terribly cruel
words to Rama who loved the right saod
spoke the truth. In days of yore, Oh Raghavs,
during the battle bstween Devas and Asuras
two boons were granted to me by your father
on acconnt of my having protected him from
the wounds of shafts in that terrific fight.
1 now ¢laim of the King these two ancient
boons namely the installation of Bharats and
your immediate departure to the forest of
DPandake. Now Rama, if you wish to muake
your father atick to truth and maintain wleoe
your own truth and bonour olear, then, O best
of men, hear these words of mine. QObey Lhe
commands of your father and in accordance
with hig pledge to me you have to go inbo
the forest for nine vears and five. With all
the materials collected by the King for your
installation, let Bharata be installed, Oh
Raghave. Resigning this installation you
sball reaids in tha Dandaka forest for twice
seven vyeurs with matted bair and skio-
garments. In the city of Kosalas let Bharata
govern this world full of differsnt kinds of
trossures, horses, cbariots and elephants.
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Hoenes only this King, filled with pity, is un-
able even to look at you, bis conntenance be-
ing atflioted with grief. Do you, O joy of the
Raghue, act up to the words of the King and
by thus nobly making them true, O Rama
save tbe lord of men.”” While thus she spoke
these oruel words, Bawa did not betray any
grie! but the noble King was grestly pained
at the thought of the misery of his son,




CANTO XIX,

ALM and unmoved on hesr-
ing the uppleassnt &nd
murdercus words o] Kaikeyi
Rama did nob give way to
grief but replied to her as
follows—'"' Laet it be so. I
shall repair from bere to the
forest to live there with

matted locks and skinned garments in order

to carry out the promise of tha king but I

wish o know this thing. Why does the irre-

pressible lord of the earth, the destroyer of
foes, not welcome me today as usual? Do
not get angry Oh lady, I tell thee to thy face

-that T will repair to the forest wearing barks

and maftted hair. Be thou plensed. What

it there that is good which I wonld not
perform with absolute eonfidence when
. thereio by him who is my waell-
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wisher, guru, father and grsteful soversign.
too. Only ons pang ooneumes my breast,
that his own lips bhave not expressed his
degire to instal Bharata. I would gladly
and promptly give to Bbarata of my owo
accord my wife Sita, my realm, my wealth,
yoa eves my own dear life, Such heing the-
ease, what doubt is thers when it is urged
on by my own fatber, the lord of men and
when it is in pursuases of his vow and in
pleasaut satisfaction of yourself. Therafore
do you console him. Why is it shat the lord
of earth with his eyes fixed on the ground
slowly sheds tears? Let messengers go quick
on swift horses to fetch Bharata immedintely
from Bharata's house by command of the
King. Without questioning my father's words
T will proceed from here to the forest of
Dandaka for fourteen years. © Hearing those
words of Rama, Kaikeyi hecame pleased
and oonfident in his departure burried on
Raghava. " Let it be so. Mesaengers shall
proceed quickly on faat spesding horses to
fetch Bbarats from his uncle’s bouse. I do
no# think it proper for you, Oh Ramas, to linger
when you are so ansious. Henes it behoves
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you to depart guickly to the forsst. That
the king does not personally epeak to you is
due to his being ocast down with shame.
There is nothing more than that, Oh best of
men. Let his distress be dispelied. So long
as you do not make haste aod go out of this
city to the foress, your father, Oh Rams, shall
neither bathe nor take meals.” BSobbing hard
with the words ‘ Alas what misery * the King,
immersed in grief, fell sensuless on the couch
that waa adorned with gold. Raising up tbhe
King, Rama, goadsed by Kaikeyi like a horse
struck by the whip, made haate to go to the
forest. Hearing thoss unpleasant, ignobla
and fierce words of the wicked Kaikeyi. Rama
with an appeased mind spoke to ber as follows
“ I am not eager to live in this world, O lady,
hankering after wealth. Know ma to be
equal to the sages, solely and firmiy esta-
blished in virtue. Therefore il it is in my
power to do anything to please my father it
shall bo oeréainly dons by all ineans evan
by the sacrifies of my life. There i3 no
greater virtus or ons ragra paramount tben
service to one’s father or obedisnce to his
words. Theugh he has not spoken to me
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perzonally, I wiil, in aecordance with your
will, live in the lonely forest for fourteen

years. Cartain it is, O Kaikeyi, that you do
not consider me to possess any Kind of viriue,

-eince youn have requisitioned the King for

this—you whom I consider as more than my

-God., Exouse me till I take leave of my

mother and comfort Sita. I will immediately

g0 to the mighty forest of Dandaka. It is

your duty, O lady, to arrange in sueb a way

that Bharate may rule the kingdom end also

gerva his father. Such is the eternal Dharma.”

Hei.ring these words of Rama=, hia fatber,
was greatiy attlicted and unable to speak on

aecount of choking grief, he wept alouad.

Worshipping the fest of his father who lay
insensible as also of her who was undeserving
af hononr, the highly effulgent Rama went
-out. Rama faced round his father and

Kaikeyi with revered steps and coming ont
of the innmer apartments met his friends.

Closely following him eame Lakshmana,

the enbanoer of the joy of Sumitrs, highly
- enraged and with eyes full of tears. Reverently
going round the vessel containing the install-
«stion water, Rama proceeded slowly without
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directing hig sye towards it. The loss of the
kingdom could not dim the glory that en-
.compnassed him who was the moat heloved of
all his people. The very love made him
retain the sweet aplendour just like the moon
in tbe time of wane. For one who was about
to exils himself into the forest and abandon
the lordship of ths earth no change of fesling
was observed as thouph he spurned all
the world like one emancipated- Casting
aside the auspicious unbrella and the well-
adoroed chouries, leaving behind him paople,
charios and the townsmen likewise, inward!y
boaring his grief and controlling his seases,
‘the seli-controlled Rama entered his mother's
‘mangion in order to appraise her of the un-
pleasant news. The gay-clad peopla there
who flocked round Bama $rue aand fair caonot
‘trace onae sign of altsred forbune upon the
splendid hero's face. That self-sontrolled
thero of mighty arms did not forsake hia
innate ehearfulness like the autumnal moon
which throws a splendour all its own. With
his sweat voice, Rama spoke saluting all the
assembled people and then the righteous and
‘the illustrious Rama entered his mother's
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mansion, Lakshmans the brava who was
his brother's peer in princely virtues followed
sloge to his brother inwardly controlling his
grief. Thus went Rama to tbe palaca whers:
all wers gay with hope and joy. But he
knew well the dire aven$ that would mar the-
hope and dastroy the bliss. Lest it should
bring the gelf-destenction of hia frisnds, Rama
did not yield to his grief and exhibit any
ehange of countenaunca.




CANTO XX.

\'ﬁ-, “"I'*.' UT in the ajmrimenis of
ALl the monarch’'s palace when
that tiger among men
emerged out with {fo)ded
3 . bande, & mighty wail and a
fﬁ_{q:*"" weeping lament went wup
v b? from the mourning women.
“Ab! he who ever freely did
his duty ere his sirs could bid, be who was
.our mainstey snd refuge, that Rama goes thim
day an exile hence. Ever since his hirth
Raghava atteuds on us a8 much as he does
on Kausalyn. Even when cursed, he doee
not get angry, carefully avoiding snything
that exoites anger. He scothes the angry
snd beals offence. He goes today an exile
-henes, Qur King is most unwise sinee in
folly ha caste away Raghava who is the
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mainatay of the whole world.” Thuns in their
woe, like kine bereaved of their young ocalves,.
the queens of Dagaraths assailed the King
with kean reproach and wept alowd. Their
loud lameatations mired with tears smote:
with new grief the monareh who was alrendy
aftlicted with his son’s separation and mada
bim fall on his couch and faint there.

Then the self-controlled Rama, highly
sinitten with pain which his heaving heart
could scarce restrain, groaned like an elophant-
and went with his brother info tbhe npart-
ments of his mother. He beheld thers an
oid and venerahle man sitting at the gate
besides many others statioped around. Qg
baholding Rama they sl sprang to their faet.
awiftly and bailed Rama the pre-eminent of
vietor-chiefs with loud aoclamations. Passing
the first court, Rama bhsheld in the second.
many aged Brabmine learned in the Vedas
and bonoured by the King. Having bowed to-
these elderly people Rama passed on and
saw in the third Court women young and old:
esgor in guarding the doors. On beholding:
Earma those female wardsrs became joyfut
and hastened inside to inform Eama's mother
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of tha pleasant news. After baving speat
the whole night in “meditation Kausalya was
in the early morning just performing the
puja t¢ Vishnu desirous of the welfare of her
son. Clad in white silk, cheerful, accustomed
to daily fasts and cersmonias the auspicious
Kausalya was just then offering oblations to
tha fire in accordance with the mantras
Just then Rama eutered the splendid inner
apartments of his mother and beheld her
offering oblations to the fire, Tha joy of the
Raghns saw also colleseted thare, for the
purpose of worshipping the Deavas, ourd,
akshata, ghee, sweetmeats, oblations, fried
graina, garlands, fresh butter, payasa, krisara,
foel and jara full of watar. He saw his
mother bright as the devas clad in white
silk and worn with woany s fast, engaged in
pleasing the goddess with offerings of water.
86 long away she flew to meat gladiy the
darling of her soul just like s mare that
rungd back esgerly to weloome ber fonl.
Beeing ber mother approach him, the virtuous
Raghava supported her and embraged her.
Haring embraced him and kisssd bim on
the forehead Kausalya, out of her fondnsss
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-$a her son, spoke these pleasant and salutory
words to ber son, the irrepressible Raghava.
" May you possess the long life and fame of
the old, virtzous and noble Rsajarishis, your
ancestors, and may you also possess virtne
worthy of thy line. Behsld your father,
O Raghava, true to his promise. The
virtueus king shall this very day instal you
as the Yuvaraja.” Rsma tock the proferred
seat and when pressed to partake of refresh-
ments the naturally modest Raghava, bowed
down out of respect to his mother, apoke
to her with folded hands and touched with
shame. He began to relate to her the story
of his going 10 the Dandsks forest. “ Ob
lady, evidently you sre not aware of the gread
calamity that is impending on me. It ig
sure to be the causs of much grisf to yvour-
self, Vaidehi and Lakshmans. I am going
- to the Dandaka forest. What iz the nse of
this pest to me. The time has approached
when aeate of kusa grass oniy are fit for me.
¥ am to live in the lonely foreata for fourteen
yeara just like a hermit, giving up flash asnd
living on honey, roots and froite. The king
confers on Bharata the dignity of Yuvaraja
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but sends poor me away an exile to the
Dundeka forest and I have to live in bthat
sunpaopled wood for six years "snd eight,
following the footabeps of the foresters and
:subsisting hy fruits and roots.” Like the
Sala wood cub asundsr by the axe in the
farest, like s goddess fallen from the heavens,
.the queen dropped down suddenly (on hearing
.the words of Rama). Seecing his mother who
wag guite undeserving of grief falien down
like a plantainp tree quite insensible, Rama
Yifted her up. With his hands Rama
smonthed her body which was oovered with
dust on aceount of her having rolled on the
ground in her distress like a mare when
weighted with burden. Seeing Raghava soated
by ber side, the highly distressed Kausalya
who was deserving of happiness, spoke thus
‘to the tiger among men in the hearing of
Yoakshmana. " Oh desr son, Raghava, If
‘vou had never been born, it would have
‘brought me grisf, hut in my childless state,
I would not have experieaced so much grief
88 I do now, To the childlass wife there
-clings only one mental grief namely, the
grief that 'I am childless” No socond

R it 9
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misery prompts this misery O child. When
leng I sought, alas, in vain, to gain my
hushand’s love and bliss, I eet all my hopses
on my son O Rama, and dreamed I might
be happy vet. Being the first and best of
all the queens I shall bave to hear several
unplensant and heart-rending words from my
co-wives who are all inferior and younger
than myself. WWhat greater misery can be-
fall & woman than this—my endless grief and
lamentation. TLven while you are near I am
thus seorned and rejected. What need 1
ssy, O ohild, when you ave exiled. Qertainly
it is my deabh. Always disregardad by wmy
husband I have been greatly ingulted.—I am
treated as enual or even infevior to the
followers of Kaikevi. Whosver now serves
me or even {ollows me, even they will not
sperk to me when thay find the son of
Kaikeyi installed. Kaikeyi is always of
fretful temper and how shell I, reduced to
migery, be able to behold her face when she
utfers barsh words, For ten years and seven
since you were born, I sat and watched
forlorn hopiog $o reach some day the end of
my grief: But now comes this endless and
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undireinishing misery which T eannot hear
long. Though muech worn eut Oh Raghava,
I cannct endure the insults of my co-wives
without heing cheered hy the sight of vour
faoe which is bright ns the full moon. How
ghall T pass in dark distress my long lone
dnys of wretchedness. With fasts and vows
and all kinds of difficulties you were hrought
up by my unfortunate selt with great care.
All thess eftforts have now become useless by
this sad plight of vours. Hard, bard, [
woan, must he this heart 1o bear this hlow
without buvsting apart, just like some great
river bank when, during the rainy season
it comes in contact with the freshes, Certain
it is that there ie no death for me, nor do the
halls of Yaums vouchksafe room for me; other-
wise why does not Death take me awvay at
once like the lion dragging the weeping deer.
Certain it is that wmy hesit is bard being
wrought of steel, sinee it neither breaks nor is
my body shattered to pieces on the ground,
aB a result of this grief, Surely there is no
death for me bafore my time. But
this alone grieves e very much that
all my fasts and gifta and veatraints and
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penances performed on bebalf of my son
have hasame fruitless, just like the seeds
sown ot a barren soil. If it is possibla for
one digtressed with terrible grief to obtain at
his will death before his time, I would, bereft
of you, bave gone thiz very day to the ahode
of the dead like a cow hereft of its offspring.
What for do I live here uselessly withous
you, Ob you with eountenance hright as the
moon ! I shall follow you to the [orest like
an extremely feehle cow following ite cslf
out of aftection.”” Beholding Raghava and
hearing of the terrible calamity that had
overtaken him, Kausalya, sore afllicted with
distress and uncontrollable griaf, then cried
miuch just like & kinnari at the sight of the
caplivity of its young one.
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R honcured lady, It does
»+vZJ"  uot please me sither, that,

in obedienee to the words
of s woman, Rama should quit his royal
state and betake himpelf to the foreat. The
King is changed, sged and is addicted to
worldly enjoyments. What will not sueh a
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king say when goaded under the infiyence
of love. I do not find any such fault or sin
in Rama that he should be banisbed from the
kingdom as an exile to the forest. I do not
find a single individual in the whole of this
world, who, whather he he an outcaste or a
bitber foe, would taltk ill of him even
bekind his back. Observing what law of
righteousness does the monarch renounce
such a son who is godlike, straightforward,
well-diseiplined and beloved of even the
coemies ? Remembering the conduct of the
King, which son will take to heart the worda
of the King utterad in his second clildbood.
Come, Buwa, eve anything of thiz plot be
kunown to the people, stand hy me and secura
the government of the Kingdom to yourself.
Who is there able to do anything, Oh
Raghave, when like Yama himsalf, 1 stand by
your gide, how in hand, protecting you? If
there is any undesirable element here, 1 shall,
Ob hull ainong men, lay the whole 6f Ayodhya
desolate with my sharp arrows. I shall
destroy all who stand by Bharata or wish
bim well, for, gentle patience earns contempt.
If encouraged by Kaikeyi, the wicked King,



‘3--31] AYODHYAKANDA, 135

wur fathaer, taros out to be our foe, he shall
be hound without meroy and siain uahesita-
tingly, BEven a guru is tit to be chastised
when, puffed with pride and without dis-
cerning right and wroug, he heging to stray
in forbidden paths. Tell me, Oh hest of men,
hy what law of foree or of reason does he
purpose to confer on Kaikeyi thiz Empira
whieh justly devolves on you. Hoving made
us his worst enemies, what power has he, Oh
destroyer of foes, to grant the kingdom to
Bharatn ? Ob lady, In truth I am deeply
atitached at beart to my brother. By truth
and my bow, by gifts and my prayers, I
sweat that if Bama enters the blazing fire or
iha forest, know me to enter there first and
foremost. I shalf surely dispel thia fierce
grief of yourself just like the rvising Sun
dispuls darkness. May the lady as well as
Raghava bebold my prowess. ] will kill my
aged father, the vassal of Kaikeyi's will, old,
yet & child, the woman's thrall, infirm and
hage, the seorn of all.”” Hearing these words
of the noble Laekebmana, Kausalye, crying oné
.of grief, spoke thue to Rame :~-"You have
now heard ths words of your brother
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Lakshmana. If it pleases you, Ch son, do-
the thing his words advise. Foliowing the-
wioked words of my rival wife, it does not
behove you to betake yoursell to the foreet
leaving me bere grief-strisken. If vou wish
to stay in Dharma, Ob knower of Dbarma, if
vou desire to follow in the footsteps of
riphtecusness, then stay bere and serve me
and thus follow the path of highest virtue,
Kasyapa stayed ae a rule in his hounse serving
his mother and coupled with this highest
penancs he attained heaven, 1 am as
much entitled to your veneration snd regard.
as the King is. I do not give you permission
and so you ave not to go to the forest from
bere. Separated from yvou I have no use
either for my life or for its pleasures. Far-
more desirable is even ilie esting of grass
if you are by my side. I{ vou go to the
forest leaving me bere grief-stricken, I shall
fast hero and shall not be able to soatain-
my life. The consequence will be you will
attain O son, the world.detested boll just like
the ocean, the lord of rivers, which sufferrad for
unorighteousness as in Brabminicide.” While
bis mother, the poor Kansalya was bewailing:
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thas, the virtuons Rama uttered these words
of righteousness. "I have no power to
transgress my father's words. 1 entreat you
with bent bead O lady. 1 wish to-go to the
forest. The learned Rishi Kandun who knew
Dharma and was steadfast in virtuee killed a
ecow in days of yore in obedience %o his
fatber's commands. Wven among our ances-
torg, in aoscordance with the commands of
their father Bagara, the Sagaras dug the
earth and thereby courted terrihile destruction. .
Forther, Rama the son of Jamadagni, in
obedience to his {ather's words eut asunder
in the forest his own mother RBenuka with
his axe. Thus O lady, these and several
others who are equal to gelestials have kept
up the words of their fathers and have made
them true. Similarly I shall also do what is
dear to the fathsr. Do not think that in
following the cornmande of my father I am
alone ; these people O lady, whom I have
mentioned alreadvy have acted likewise. I
am not istroducing any new Dharma whish
is against your wishes. I am merely
journeying on the road chalked out and
traversed by the Great of yore. Surely aball
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I pervform that which is worthy of heing
performed in this world and nothing else.
None indeed who obeys his father's com-
wands comea bo griel or degradation."”
Having thus spoken to his mother, the hast
of speakers and the most excellent of all
bowmen spoke again these words o
Lakshmana—"' I know, Oh Takshmansa, what
love for me you have, what firny davotion
unsurpassed. Your valour and your worth
T know, as also the glory that appals tha foe.
Unequalled is the mighty grief of my mother,
Ob you of suspicious marks, since she is not
aware of the signifiennce of truth and
patience. Dharma is indeed supreme in the
world and truth iz firmlv estoblished in
Dharma These noble words of my father
are in accordance with dharma. Having
heard the commands of his father, mother
or & brahmin, he who ahides hy dharma
ghould never make them vain, Oh hero.
Hence I am unable to transgrass the injune-
tions of my father. Kaikeyi it was who
urged me, but it was, Ob bero, in accordance
with the words of my father. Do vou
therefore cast aside these unboly thoughta
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which smack of war and warrior's pride.
Abide by dbarma snd not Berceneas. Let
roy advice be followed.” Having spoken
thue out of affection to his hrother ILaksh-
mana, Rama spoke again to Kausalya with
hent head and folded hands. ''Pray permit
me O lady, to go from here to the forest.
1 swear by my life, pray, offer me your
blessings. Whan the promised years are over
Y shall again return to the town from the
forest just like the royal saint Yayeti of old
who having once left if, again returned to the
heavens. [.et your grief be contirolled O
mother, let not your heart be wrung in pain.
I shall surely return here from the forest
after 1naking good my father's words.
Yourself, myself, Vaidehi, Lakshmana and
Sumitra all of us are bound $o ohay the
commandys of father. This is the eternal
Dharmsa. Therefore O mother, desist from
these preparations (for the installation),
-contrel the grief in your heart and follow my
virtuons docision to dwell in the foreat.”
Hearing these ealm and unmoved worda of
-high wisdom and virtue, Rama’'s mother,
-tha queen Kausalya, regained her senses as
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from the dead, Jooked on ber son Rams and
replied thus—" Both by right and love [ am
© son, a8 mngh your elder as your father. I
do ot give you permission. 1t does nob
behove you to go to the forest leaving me
here thug pining with terrible grief. What
use ig life to me here without vou? Of what
avail my relations or my offerings or the
immortatl nectar ? More dear, my son, one
hour with thee than all the werld whera thou
art not.” Hearing these piteous wailings of
his mother, Rama again blazed forth just like
a mighty elephant that enters the open
forest driven thereto by the blazing torches
of the hunters. Steadfast in dharma he-
spoke these virtuous worde, rs be alone waa
it to speak them on that oceasion, to his
mother who was Iying half insensible and to
the gon of Sumiira who was consumed with
heartfelt pain. ' I always kwew O Laksh-
mana your steadfast devotion to me and your
valour, Witbout knowing well my mind, you
vow pain ‘me muech in company with my
mother, Oh child, dbarms, artha and kama
are indend highly estesmed in thiz world as
the three objects of lile and they are-



51—63] AYODHYARANDA. 141

manifeated, I am sure, at the appasrance of
‘the fruits of dbrarma, just like a wifa dear and
-gbedient, having a son. Whare all the three
.arg not found in combination we must
-commence that from whieh procecda dharma.
He who ie bent ot artha (wealth) is indeed
spurned by the world nor is be admired who
is intent on kama (plessurss). Who is there
hy nature rot wicked who shall not, perceiving
the path of righteousness, obey the behests
of his guru, king, {ather and clder, ba they the
outcome of anger or joy or passion? Hence
it is I am unable to break this vow of my
father. He is indeed Oh child, our gura who
can command us both. He is also the
hushend of the quesn and her refuge and her
ideal of righteousness. When he the righte-
aus king is still living, especially when be
is still folowing the path of his duiy, how
ean the qoeen, like some poor insignificant
widow, go forth from here with me. Do you
‘permit me therefora, Ob queen, to go to the
{forest. Pray perform the henedictory cere-
monies 5o that on completion of the peried I
ghall again return just like the truthful
Yayati of 0ld. I do not wish to thrust behind
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glorified renown for the sake of mere kingdom.
Ixv this life of short duration Oh queen, I do
not wish for this nether earth by unrighteous
means.”” That bull among men thus soothed
bis mother and eager to go to the Daundaka
forest, instructed well his younger brother in
the mysteries of dbarma and mentally went
round bis mother.




YT
-raa\* - lg f 1 e - ",
" 5 - gﬁ“ )
i f;‘llev‘% 3 i Yor ,‘}‘.“i; é
LB 1 aasal A b4

CANTO  XXIL

RESERVING his equani-
mity of mind with forti-
tude, the self controlled
Rama then approached
hisnflectionatebrother and
friend, the son of Sumitra
who was distresced with
grisf and oconsiderably

agitated, indignan! and panting like = snake,

and whose glaring eyes burned with fury and
spoke to him thus—" Subduing your anger
and grief, have raconrse solely fo the lIaws of
virtue. Trook this insalt and resort to joy,

Whatever has heen oommenced here in

futherance of my installation to-day please

abandon rll of them and do quickly the things
that have to be dons and that would be
uselul now. Oh Lakshmansa whatever oolle-
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.otion of materials and otker preparations
have been made for the purpose of my instal-
lation let all those ba turned towards sending
me away from the insiallation. Bhe whose
mind grieves on ascount of my installation,
let that mother be appeased. ¥You had better
act in such & way that she may be pasified.
T could not endure ta neglect even for one
hour Oh Laksbmaua, this grief that bhas
arisen in her mind out of anxiety. I do nof
remember to have ever done either wittingly
or unwittingly, any act, bowever alight, whish
is distaateful to my father or motbers. Trath-
fal, revelling in truth, and ever baving trath
as his valour, my {ather is alraid of the next
world. Let him dismiss such fears. If
these preparations be not now stopped, my
father will be pained at heart thinking thas
truth is not kept up and his pain will pain
me also. Therefore it is Oh Lakshmana,
that T wish to stop all these preparations for
the installation and to repair immediately
to the foress from here. By my exile today
Oh prince, Kaikeyi will hesome gratifiad und
will then commencs the installation of har
-gots Bharata. When I put on the bark and
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gkin garments and repair to the forest
wearing looks of watted hair, Kaikeyi will
attain ense of mind, It does not hehove
.me to offend Him who bass inspired this
thought in Kaikeyi and bas kept her mind
rm in it. Therofore T shall go into exila
without delay. Fate's hand is eloasly scen
Ob Lekshmans, in my being thus sent away
and Fate nlone is ragponsible for the rrabafee
af the kingdom to othar hands a= also for its
retarn.  How could Kaikeyi's purpose bring
on me this pain and euffering ware not her,
.change of heart deoreed by divine Fate. You
know well, Oh lovely Laksbmana, that I knew
no differepce among my wothers and likowisa
Kaikevi also did not ere this show wny
partizlity towards me or her son. Hence
those cruel and shameful words >f hers
intended Lo stop the installation and send me-
into exile, I oould not reconoile excep’ by the
intervention of Fate- Osherwise how could -
she, s princess, endowed naturnlly with riches
and with such noble gualities spask in her
lord's presence suoh distressing wordd to ma
like an ordinary woman. But Fate, which
none may comprehend and which no creature-

R. ii. 10



146 RAMAYANA. 22

could aveet, hasehown its power over herand:
me and bas vpset 2!l avrangements. What
man, Ob son of Bumitra, dares to contend.
with Fata's resistless sway whose all-com -
wanding powet our former deeds alone e
bind. Our life and death, our joy ard pein,
anger and faar and less and gain each thing
that is, in avery state, all is the work surely
of Fate Fren ssint= inspired with vigid
penauce, when once they feel tbe stroke of
Fate, do n3 ore engage in sternest vows,
but fall enslaved by love and rage. Bo now
the sudden stroke which has put a stop o
#he completion of the work undertaken and
to the originntion of an entirely unthought of
event in ity stend ia surely the actior of
Fate, Weich this true counsel in $thy soul
and with Briinesa eontrol thy heart. Theo
thera will be no grief even at the stoppage of
my installation, Assuaging thus vour grief
and following my words you had bette-
desist quickly from the preparatione for the -
installatior  With all these very jars filted.
with water cotlected here for the installetion
Oh Iskshmane, sball be performed the
bath preparatory to my taking the hermit' s
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vow, ot olse what ueed bave I for
royal materinle ? Water drawo with oy
own hbands shalt do for the vow [ taks
nor do vou, Ob Lakshmana, grieve for
the turn of the tide of fortune. Bebtweea
the kingdoo and the evile to Llhe loreat,
the exile to the forest i- miore glorious.
Do not, Ob Lakshmans, blame cur youngx
mother in tho matter of the stoppage of
installation. She taltks wuplersantly _
she is urged therato by Fale and Fatbe, -yai:
know, is all-powesfrl.”
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CANTC XXIIL

AKSHMANA, when he was
thas addressed by Ramsa,
drooped his bead avd on
hearing the whols dia-
course attaiced » state of
mind whick was as i
were midway betwaan
grief and joy. That bull

SIONE Men, ﬁhen cuntracted bis syebrows in

s frown of anger and like a mighty ssrpent

in bis hole, he breathed fieree and fast in

great wrath, His eves glanced around so
fiercely that none could brook hig glare snd
this, coupled with the threatening brows so
darkly frowned, made hie face resemble that
of an infurinbed lion, Liks the éruuk of an
elephant he often raised and shook his band
sloft ; now turned his neck to left and right,
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now bent, now raised its stately belght,
With an awry sidelong glance he eyed his
brother and replied to him thus— “ Thy rash
resolve, thy eager baste, and thy mighty fear
a6 sl misplaoced There is no ocecasion
here for transgression of dbarma. no eause to
dread the people’s blame. Can one e0 brava
as voureelf consent to use a coward's srgu-
ment ? Can the glory of warrior race
debase himself with such craven speech?
Can one like thee exalt Fate which is admit.
tedly poweriess and weak T How ecan you,
undoubting still, restrain your suspicions of_'
that sinfol couple namely Dasaratha and
Kaikevi? Can you [2il to know, Oh most
dutious one, that their hearts are set on duty’s
ahow ? With a dezive to renounce thee by
fraud they simulate virtuous conduat which
is nothing but selfivhness. Had they not
already egreed long age, Oh Rawma, oo this
treacherous deed, thab premised boon which
is now trotted out would have been granted
long ago. [ aw unable to endure, Oh bero,
the inatallation of any one else except yourself
which is likewise bateful to all the people.
Pray pardon me for this. Equally do I
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lonthe, Ob high-sonled owe, thab so-called
o].hn.rmm which ba: con(usad yor with it
glnmour and hae brooght your mind bo this
ema of, ‘duality,. How can vou, able and
powerful asyou are, ohey, under the pretext of
]iarmu., tha nost shominable end norighteons
‘;ords of the iather who is entirely under the
control of Eaikeyi. Buot i thou wilt still
shit thine ayes and see ot the guile that Fes
hereln. torrille i3 the grief tbab rises in we
and virtue seems 5o be 3 thing to he scorned.
How can you even think of fol§lling the desires
of that pair aver bent on passion who under
the guiae of being our parent: are our eniinies,
slways doing mischief to w2, 1f you still
believe that this plot of theira is the work
of Fate even then vou should disregard it.
Yo vot like i at all. Tt iz only the wesk
ufid the powerless who follow the path of
Fate hut the mighty heross whosa prowess
iaheld in high regard disdein to how their
beads to Pate. He who darss to control hia
Fata with vigorons act and manly soul does
uot loss heart though bhreatening Fate aseaile
bie hope. This day mankind shall learn
anght the Dowel of Fate and bnman might.
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The galf thas fiex hetween man and Hate
skall be clesrly 30an %o-day. Peoplé shall
witness to-day Fate subdued by my might,
By my might I will thwart this Fate whose
stroke has this day daprived vou of being
instelled in the kingdom and which re-
semhbles a mad and furious elephant that has
“gone out of the control of the driver's goad.
Not all the gnuardians of the world, not
‘gvon all the three worlds togeth-+ counld stop
the igatallation o! Rama %0-day. What need
b2 sald of father. Those who have decided
1m secret on your asile to the foress, Ob Kiung,
:ahall thegelvez e banished likewize to the
Jorest for fourbesn vears. 1 zhall foday
destroy and tear to pieces the hopes enter-
tained hy fathe. and Kaikeyi namely the
.obtaining of the kingdo:n for thueir 200 by bin-
dering your ingta'lzicn. These ~vho are
oppesed to my might coull not wishstand it
.on the stroangth of the might of Fate. My
ifierce strength will cortainly he ta “heir grief.
After protecting the subjects for a thousand
yelrs, when you repair to the foreat, your
sons shall puccesd to the kingdam ... Dwell-
dngdu the foreat,. following the . nath of
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royal saints is ordained of old to such Kiogs.
as ontruet the kingdom to the eave of their
song that thes may protect it like their sires.
If owing to the distraction of the King you-
fenr confusion in the kingdomm mod oconse-
guentlsy, Ob virtuous Bama, you do not wish
4o take ap the burden of the kingdom on
yourself, [ swear to you, Oh hero—otherwiss-
I shall not attain the region of heroea—I
swesar to vou to guard vour kingdom like the
shores that goard the sea. You bad better
engege vourself in getting yourself installed
with all wuspiciousness. Single-banded I amn
sufficisutly strong to overcoma all these lords
of the rarth. DBoth these bands of mina are
nob possessed by me for beauty’s sake por is
the bow an ornament, The sword is not
intended to be kept bound up nor are the-
arrows mere props.  All these four belong to-
me for the purpose of suppreseing enermies.
Bmall iz the Jove T show for him whom
I oount to be my fse. With the sharp-edged
wword tiashed out with lightning lustre, 1
keed not for my enemies even though they
wield the thunderbolt, Wiih the tremendous
sweep and olash of my sword the feld of
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hattle ehail be covered tbick and made im-
paseable with the severed trunks of the
elsphants, ihighs of the horses and heads of
infantry., Struck by my keen gsword's
trenchaut blade the enemies shall fall down
beheaded like blazing mountains rent in
twain or lightning clouds that burst in rain,
When, armed with Lrace and glove, I stand
and take my bow in hand, who then shall
vaunt his might or who dares to count kimself
a man to meet we there 7 Then will T losa
my shafts and strike wman, eleplant and
steed alike iu their wvital parts At one
many an arrow shall gy and many s fos with
ose shall die. This dav, the world <ball
wituess my skill in arms:—My strength
ghall abase the monarch aud set thee, Ch
lord, in the Iordliest place. This day thesa
worthy hands which breathe the sandal'y
soent, which are ovnamented with golden
*braocelets, which bestow precious gifts and
guard the friends, these hands, Oh Rama
shall pertorm n noble deed this day, namely
the discomfiture of those who create obstaocles
to your installation. Speak brother, tell me
now which of your enemies shall be cut off
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by me from e, fame aad friends. Say how
muy =l} this sea-girt }and be hrought o own
thy sway, Thy faitbful servant heve I stand
jo listen and shey.” Then that pride of
Raghu's race eonaoled Lakshnana repeatedly,
wipicg at the sime iime the tears thab
rolled down his cheek, 201 said—"'Know me a8
firm in my resolve 1o ade by my Iatber's
worde.  That, Oh pentle one, ir the true and
virtuous path,”
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| HEN Kausalya saw thab
Rams was resolved 1o
ohey his father's decree
she spoke thus to her
virtaous  son  though
interrupted by sobs
and tears—" Can be, &
strenger vet fo pain,
whose pleasant wards charm all bearts, born
of me and King Dasaraths, live on the grain
which his bands may glean? Can be whose
glaves and menisls cat the finest cooked
food, live in fhe forest eating roots and
froits? Who shall believe or who shall not
tremble when be hears that Raghava, so
noble and held so dear, is expelled by the
King, his father? Certainly Fate is all-
powerful in this world; it orders all ag it may
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list. It is oply through its influence, Oh
ohgrming Rama, that you now go to the forest.
This terrible and incomparable fire of grief
that has sprung within me sball, fanned
with the storre of your abeence, kindled by
my sorrowinl Iamebptations, fed with the
offerings of my weeping eyer, surrounded
with the great smoke of auxiely ecaased
inwardly by not eeeing vou, this great
five of guief, which is the sowrece of hard
groans and sighs, shall, Oh son, greatly reduce
me and when I stay here bereft of you eball
gurely burn me just like the summer sun
burning the grass after the close of the
winter. How could the cow stay bebind
without following its calf when it goes out?
8imilarly I gball foilow you, Oh son, wherever
you go.” Hearing these words of his
mother, the bull among men, Bama, replied
thus to his greatly aflicted mother. “ The
King has been duped by Kaikeyi and when
T go to the forest, if you also abaodon him,
be shall surely noti live. The abandonment
ot one’s husband is the erueilest sin a
woman omn ocommit. Therefore you must
not even in thought commit auch a dire gin.
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S0 long a8 rey father, the lord of the earth and
the descendant of Eakutstha, lives, voa
ought to be serving him. That iz the
1aw of eterns! Dharma.” Thus addresssd by
Rama the fair-looking Knusalye hocame satis-
fied and told Rama, the remover of her woas,
" 30 be it.”" When thus replied to, Rama the
toremost among virtuous men apain addressed
these words to his mothor who was deeply
Jistreased. "1t ig but proper that hoth your-
salf and moyself should ohey father's words.
Ring, Lord, Gura and best of men be is, as
aleo the lord and master of all. T will spand
my days in the forest till nine and five veara
bave pagsed and ther with great joy I will
come again oand remain faithful to yoar
words.” Thus addressed, the quean Kausalya,
ungble to bear her grief and with eyes full of
tears, told her beloved son Rama “ Ob Rams
1 shall not be able to live in the midst of
‘thewe rival wives; so lead me also, Oh
descendant of Kakutstha, to the forest like
a woodland roe, if you are resolved to go into
-exile in gocordance with the wishes of your
father.” Repressing his tears Rams replied
thua to his wesping motber, ' During Jife
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the busband is the éod and lord of & womnn ;
hence both for you and me, Ob lady, the king
is now the supereme master. When the
lord of the whole world, the wise king lives
we should not consider curselves as helpless.
Bhuarata also is noble and virtubus, captivating
the bhearts of all creatures with his words
and ever bant on virtue, he will surely attend
apon yo. When I am gons to the forest
yvou must with great care behuve in such a
way thet the king may not fecl pain ab the
sepsration from bis gon. This grief is too
fierce. You musi sze that it does not
conswme him. With all atlention alwaya do
what is good and pleasing to the aged king.
A woman always engsaged in fasts and vows,
though she may be highly excellent in every
way, if she does not attend on ber husband
ahall surely reach the world of sinners. The
woman who serves her hushand woll, surely
obtains the highest svarga. She peed nob
worship any gods, she may burn away from
worshipping tbe deities, still bent on doing
what is good and piessant to bim she should
always aitend on her husband. This ie the
eternal law of Dharma’ obierved by otr
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ancients and ordsined in the Srutis and
8mritis. Eagerly anwaiting my returs, while
swaY your time, Oh Jady. with offering obla.
tious in the fire and worshipping the gode
for my welfare with Icvely flowers and with
honouring the \'irguous Rrabmins. Abstemi-
ous and bumble, devoted to the servise
of your husband, you shall obtain suprems
bliss when I return if the best of virtuous
men shall hold to hia life ill then.” Thus
addregsed Ly Rama, Kausalya, grieved ab the
separation from ber sou and with her eyes
dimmed with tears, spoke thus to Rama.
“Ob son, I am not able to alter your firm
dotermination to depart from hencae.
Certainly Fate is irvesistible. Go, Jdewr
¢hild, firr as you are and may all blies
attend vou. When you return again all my
troubles will disappear. -You will return
with vour duty done, j'our vows discharged
and with high glors won. You will be free
from flial debt. Then will T obtnin swaat-
o5t joy. Fate's course, Oh som, is alwaye
iccomprehensible in this world. Since, Oh
Raghavs, it gosds you on heedless of my
words, go forth, Oh powerful kero, and come
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back safe. You sbhall then please me, Oh
child, with your scothing sweet tones. 1}
wish that the time of refurn from the foress
-ig near so that, Oh child, I may gladly see
yon with matted hair and hermit dJdrese
returning from the forest.” Thus did she
gueen Kausalys ook with a’ pleased heart on
Beamx who was bont on dwelling in the
forent, spoke to him words fraught with
happy omens and bocame eager to perform
the benedictory eceremanies invoking il
blessings on him.




CANTO XXV

7 ASTINGE aside ber grief and
parifying horself «ith water,
the reapected incther of
Hama commenced to per-
form the bebedictory ocere-
moniaa * Since you ara nob
to he dissuaded, Ob beat of
Raghug, repair now to the
forest snd return with apeed. ¥ollow always
the path trod hy the great and the good.
"That Dharma wbich you largsly uphbold
with firmness and raligiousness, may thak
solf-aame Dharma proteet you, Ob tiger
among the Reghus, Those deities whom
you worship in the ‘ewxples and holy shades,
may the mame deilies probtect you in com-
pany wito the great nsages. Those weapons
which waevre given to you hy the wise Visva-
woitra, may they guard your noble self gifted

R. ii. 11
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with good qualities. May yvou live long, Oh.
son, vour sure defence shall be your truthfal:
innocence and that obedisnce, whiech naught
can tirve, to vour mother and likewise to your
father. May the bholy fuel, the saerificial
grass the sanctified altars, and the sagrificial
shed, the different kinds of saared grounds,
rochs, trees, shrubs, and lakes, birde and rep-
tiles and lions, may all these protect you, Ohb
bess of men. May the Sadhyas, Visvedevas,
Marut: and the great sages he propitioas.
May the Creator and the sustainer of the
wbiverse be propitious. Likewise mey
Poosha, Bhaga, Aryama and all the gnardiang
of tbe quarters namely Indra and others,
be propitious. The seasons, the fort-
pights, the months, years, nights and
days. vea even bthe hours, mav all these
always do you good. May yvour mamory,
foriitude and dharma proteot you on eil sides,
Oh son. May the illustrious god Skanda in
company with Uma and Bribaspati, may
the seven Rishis and Narada protect yon on.
ol sides. Further, all those Siddhas and the-
quarters with their gnardians who have
been worshipped and praised by me, la¢
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all of them, Oh son, protect you in the forest.
All the mountains and oceans, King Vartuna
himeelf, the sky and the ether, sarth and
all the rivers likewise, the hosts of elars and
the planats with their deities, the day and
night a= aleo the twilights, may all fhese
protect you during vour residence in the
foreat, Tbhe six seasous, the holy months as
aleo the years, minutes and seconds, may all
these bring vou happiness while you roam in
the grewt forest wesring the garb of an
aseetic. May the Adityas and Daityas also
always give vou happiness. Ob 3on, let
there be no fear for you, from Rakshasas and
Pisachas of cruel and fierce deeds, as also
from beasts of prey. May the apes, scorpions,
flies and guats, ereeping reptiles and worms,
may nooe of these do you any harm in the
foreat. Mighty elephants, lions, tigers, bears
and boars and wild borned buffaloes, may
thege not injure you Oh child, Whatever
other creatures there may exist who are
savage and feed on human flesh, may thoy
not trouble you, Ch cbild, being worshipped
by e from here. DBlessed be tby ways.
May sweet success bless the valour of my
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darcling. To all that Fortune can bestow go
forth my child my Rama, go. May sll the
lords of the air as also all the gods who may
be apposed to you, may all of there do you
good again and again, Mny Indra, the Moon
and the Sun, Kubera and Yams likewise,
won hy my edrnest pravers, probect vou,
Ob Rama, when you live in the Dandaka
forest. May Agni and Vayu as also the
Smoke and the Mantras that falt from the lips
of the saves—May all these probect you,
Oh joy of the Raglus, while vou bathe.
May Brahwma, the creator of all the worlds,
the sustainer of all the ereatures as also tha
great sages and all the remaining gods protect
you while stnying in the forest.” Having
thus worshipped and praised in a belitting
manner all the gods with sandzl and garlands
the glorious Kausalys of beautiful expansive
eyes procured & fire with the help of @
virtnous Brahmin and offered oblations
therein in aseordance with the injunctions, for
the purpose of mseuring the bappiness of
Rama. That best of dames Kausalya eol-
lected there with great care ghee, whibe
garlands and white mustard, Then tha
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prieat duly offered the oblations for the
pence and health of Rama and with the
remnants of the offered coblations performed
the outward Bali offerings. The priest then
gave the Brahmins, honey, curds, akshatas
and ghes and made them repeat the bene-
dictory prayers and thus bless Rama who
was going to the forest, Then the illusfri-
oug mother of Rama gave that hest of
Brabmins an enviable lordiv fee and addressed
Raghava thus " may such blessings crown
vou, a8 were showered on the thoueand-eyved
Indva when ha howed to the Devas on the
destruotion of Vritra, May such bleseings
erown vyou as Vinatan ouece gave fo that
king of hirds Suparna when he longed for
the nectar. Muv the blessing showered by
Aditi on the wielder of the thonderbolt, at
the slaughter of the asuras when the wvectar
wag produced, may that blessing be on youn.
May the blessing which attended on Vishonu
of unequalled glory when he began bis three
steps, may tbat blessirg be on you, Oh
Rame, May the seasons, the oceans, the
iglande, the Vedas, the worlds, and the
quarters, may all these auspicious ones bleas
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von, Oh mighty armed hero.” Thus did the
beautifal Jady place the rempants on the
bead of ber son and sprinkling Rema with
gweet soents Kauncalya of lovely eves sel on
the heroe's arm &2 falismanic amulet the
suspicious creeper of proved officasy known
as Visalyakorans and also murmered low the
koly mantras. She spoka as though pleassd
being in reality wrung with pangs of grief.
She bent and kissed his forehead and
embraaing hixp the plocious Kausalya said
“ Go Ramn, firm in thy purpose, go 48 you
please and after the fulfilment of your object
return to Ayodhya safe and well. 1 shall
then, see yon happy,Oh ehild, well-established
in roval dutias. With all my grief driven
ouk and my face lighted up with joy I shall
seo you returning from the forest juat like
the rise of the {futl moosn, T shall ses my
darling seated on the auspicious throns on
his return from the foresh. After having
faithiully obeyed the fmther's commands T
shall be bappy to see you return from the foresi
with all choicest blessings. May you £l
with repturss new my hosom, as also that of
your ecousort. The hosts of Davas, Siva and
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.others, the great sages, the bhutas, the great
asuras and Uragas bave all been worshipped
by me. May &ll these ag well aa the quatrers
-encompagg your welfare, Oh Rama, now shak
you have started for a long residence in the
forest.” Thus with eyes full of tears did
Kausalys finish the benedictory ceremonies
in dne form. She then went round Raghava
end again and again pressed Liur hard to
her bosom. Similarly Rama went round the
queen, his mother, and again and aguin howed
&t her feet. Thence the highly illuatrious
Raghava, radiant with his own glory, pro-
ceeded towards the mansion of Sita.




CANTO XXVL

IDDING adieu to Kausalya,
Rama, steadfast in his vir-
tuous resolve atarted to the
forest on completion of the
henedietory ceremonies by
bis mother. As through the
crowded royal street ha

passed, the royal prinee east
a radiabce on the way and by his fai quali-
ties he moved as it were the hearts of tha
people.

The poor Vaidehi did not bear any of
these thinge and so her beart was solely
occupied with the thought of the ingtallation
of Bama as Yuvaraia. With grateful heavt
and joyful thought she performed the wor-
ship of the gods and being well learned in
royal duties she was expecting the arrival of
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the royal prince. 4s he entered his well
deoorated marsion full of joyful arowds,
Rama bent his head a little with shame.
Then Bita rose up from her seat and her
whole frame trembled at the asight of her
lord, grief-ctvicken and with senses disquisted
with care. On seeing her the virtuous-
souled Rama was not able to control his
inward mental grief and consequently it
exhibited itself outwardly, Noting his pals
face apd perspiring body and his altered
cbeer she became consumed with grief and
said "' What is thix now Oh lord. What has
causged this ehange of temperament in vou?
Sage Brahming declare this day as onein
which Bribaspali lookq down benign and
the Moon rests in Pushya's sign, Why do
you grieve, Oh Raghava? Why does no
umbrella white us water's foam spread wide
its hundved ribe and cover with splendour
thy fair bead below? Why is not vour lovely
face with its lotus-like eyes fanned with
royal chowries hright as the moon and white
a8 the geese? I do not tind here, Ob bull
among wen, eloquent bards, beralds and
pacepyrists, jovfully bailing you with aus-
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pioious praises, Why do no DBrahmins
versed in the Vadag, pour curds and honey on
thy head already aunointed with due righte.
I do not find your snhjects, townsmen,
country-folk as well and ail the Chiefs of
every guild, well dressed and adorned, eagerly
desiring to follow you, Why does uot the
royal ohariot drcked with golden trinkete and
yokad with four fast speading horses not
proceed in front oi you ? No elephant marked
with all auspicious sigus i3 seen, Ok hero,
preceding the ecrowd like 2 lLuge hill or
thundercloud, wor do I hehold, Ol lovaely
prinee, your servants running hefore vou
with a pretty looking royai seat emhroidered
with gold and adored by warviors. If every-
thing he ready for the installation why this
mournful plight just at present? "Vhy do I
ses this sudden change, this altered mien so
snd and pale?” While Sita bewailed thus,
the joy of the Raghus replied ' Oh Sita my
honoured father commands we to go an exile
to the forest. Ob high-bore lady, Oh knower
of virtus, Oh follower of Dharma, hear, Oh
Janaki, the story of how thia bappened fo
me. My father ihe King Dasaratha, who
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firmly sticks to truth, gave long ago two
boons to my mokher Kaikeyi. Now when
the King bad made everything ready for my
inataliation she saw her oppsrtunity and
reminded him of that old vow and won him
over hy means of Dharma. 1 bave to live in
the Dandaka forest for fourtesn years and
roy father bas made Bhbarats the Yuvaraja.
HoI am eome here to see you hefore my
departure to the lovely forest. Do not aver
make meniion of me in the pressnce of
Bharata for those who are crowned with
progparity do not endure $o hear another
being enlogised. Therafore my virtues are
naver to be mentioued in the presence of
Bharata nor should you ba specially main-
‘tained by him ab any time. Thus you will
be able to sfay near him a8 ane favnurable
to bim. The King has granied him this
permanent post of Yuvaraja and hevce he
should be pleased by you, Ob Sita, and much
more so the King. In obedience to the vow
ol myguru 1 am now on my way to the
foreat,. Be Sfirm, Ob noble-minded Sita.
When I am gone to the forest in the garh of
8 bermit it beboves you, Ob faulfless and
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auspicious girl, to be slways engaged in [asts
and vows. Rising up betimes perform with
due rights the puja of the devas. Ther bow
to the lord of men, my father Dagaratha. My
mother Kausalyn also is aged and worn with
grief. Henoe it baboven you to revere and re-
gard her always, considering dharma slove to
be foremost. My other mothers aleo should
always be respected by you beeause they are
indeed my mothers by love and fond atten-
§ion shown to me. Botb Bharata and
Satrughna who are deaver to me than my life
ghould he specially looked after by you like
brothers or sons. You should never do ahy-
thing unpleasant to Bharata for be is indeed
the lord of the country as well as the family.
Kings ame always pleased by agsiduonz
service and virtuous eonduct and get enraged
if anything confrary bappens. Lovds of man
renounoe even sons born of their own wombs
if they find them doing mischief and take
into favour even strangers if they are skilfull
and clever. It thersfore hehoves you, Oh
auspicious girl, to stay bere revering the will
of King Bharats, bent on dbarma and main-
taining the vows of truth. I am going to
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the dense forest, Ob darling and vou have to
live here only, Oh lovely one. You must so
hehave as not to offend 'any one by your
conduet and thus keep up my words.”




toogued aa she was, when
addreseed thus, replied to
her husband with rage
arising ous of love. “What
are
have nitered Oh Bawma.
Corfgin it is that you
have thought very mean of me. T could not
but langh on hearing your words, Oh son of
the best of men. KFather, mothar, brother
son and daughter-in-law likewize, Ob nobla
hugband, each of them reaps the vreward of hig
or har own meritorions actions. It is the wife
alone, Ob bull among®men, that shares the lob
of ber husband. Therefors I have alse bean
commanded to live in the forest, The hus--
band alone is the sole reluge for a woran.
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both in this life and hereafier and not the
fatber, sulf, son, mother or friend. If, Oh
Raghava, you start this day to the impenetra-
ble foress I shall go in front of you olearing
the prickly grass and thorns, Castiog aside
aoger and jealousy, like the remnants of the
drunken water, lead me on, Ob hero, with full
confidence. "Thers is no sin in me. What-
ever be his lot it is far more preferable to
to follow like a shadosww the husband's feeb
than to lie in rich palaces or roam at pleasure
through the sky in mrial eara. T bave been
taught by wy father and mother as to how
I should bebave in &ll conditions of life and
hence I do not now stand in veed of being
tanght the dufie= of o wife. I shall go %o
the impenatrable forest bereft of all buman
beings, full of berds of different kinds of deer
and inhabited by tigers and wolves. I shall
live in the forest happily just as I will do in
iy father's bouse, thinking naught of all the
three worlds but devoted solely to the ssrviee
of my husbaud. Firmly adbering to the vows
of & Braluacharims I will coustantly attend
on yot and will atroll with you, Oh bero, in-
the forest full of aweet honey and fragrance..
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You are perfectly strong, Oh Rama, to protect
in the forest any person stranger though he
msy be. What need be said of me, Oh revered
one. There in ahsolutly no doubt that I am
now going to the forest with vou. Itis not
possible, Oh glorious ane. to divert me from
my set purpose. I shull surely eat there
evary day the roots and fruits and living with
you I shall not give yon any trouble.  With
vourself, my brave lord, beside me I long to
gaze fearlessly upon all the rivers, rocks,
lakes and glades. In company with your
heroic self T long to view happily the éanks,
covered with heagutitol lotus tlowers and
whose waters sre splashed by swana and
duecks. Obaerving my vows I shall hatha in
them daily and in your company, Oh broad-
eyed hero, I shall feel extrewely happy. Thus
when I stay with youn I will not {eel
tbe passing of aven bundreds or
thonsands of years and T would not prize
.even heaven ahove this plesswe., If I am
to dwell even in svarga itself without you,
Oh Raghava, it would not please me, Oh
liger among men. Surely sball I go to the
forest however dense it may be and however
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-crowded with beasts, apes snd selepbants. I
ghall surely live in ths iforest as though in
my father's houss ever clinging $o your feei
with all attention. With thoughts for none
.elga hut you and with heart ever attached to
you, if I am now forsaken by you, know mg
to be resoived on Jdeath. IPray take me along
with you and fuifil my entreaty. You will
surely not fee] me & burden.” 1o spite of
2!l such enureativs of Bite, the best of men
who was ever attached to virtue did nof like
to take Sita with him and vied bis bast to
dissunde her by relating to her the miseries
coneequent upon e residence in the forvest.

R, ii. 12



CANTO XXVIIIL

VEN though Sita argued
a0 much, the knower of
virtue, Rama, partial to
duty, did bpot make up
bis mind to take her with
bim in eonsideration of
tbe hbardsbhips in the
forest. He soupht to

soothe the grief of her whose eyes were

dimmed with overflowing bears and noble-

&8s he was, ke spoke again to her these words

with a view to dissuade her from her resolve.

“Ohb Kita, you nre born of an iliusfrious

family and are bent always on treading

the path of virtue. You had beiter follow
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your dbarma here so fthat I may have peace
of mind for me. Ob Bita, it bohoves you to
do as I bid you to do  There are numerous
dangers in the forest, Ob girl; Listen to me,
Ohb girl, a8 T go on reciting them. Oh Sita
lat this rescive to dwell in the forest ba
abandoned. It is {ull of dangers and is
extremely dense and bence only is called
{forest. 1 tell you these words with a view
indeed to your good. In the wild wood no
joy I know ; a forest life is paugbht but woe.
The roarings of the lious dwelling in the
eaves of the mountains along with the noises
of the mountain-torrents are terrible to hear
and benee, my love, the wood is full of woes.
There in that unpeepled forest mighty
beasts of prey play about fearlessly and
when they see & man they fly at him
fariously and bence the wood is full of woes.
There the streams are always full of wild
crocodiles, very muddy and ahsolutely ims
passable even by infuriated elepbhants and
bence the wood, my love, is full of woés.
There the pathways are impenetrable and
waberless, full of creepers and thorns
rasounding with the sounds of wild cocks and
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hence the wood is full of woes. Exhausted
with the toils of the day one has to He
down there on the eold ground upon a
beap of gathered leaves and heunce life in the
wood, my love, is very miserable. Restraining
ourselves we have to ha content, Oh Sita,
through the long days and nights, with the
froits that have fallen from the trees and
henoe life in the forest is miserable.

We have to fest, Oh Maithili, as long as our
sirength wounld last. We have to woar bark-
garments and matted locke of hair. We
hawe to adore with due rites the gods and
pitris  and honour with respeotful care
erch wandering guest who meets us there.
Roaming about with all restraint, we have te
bathe every day thrice at the proper time;
therefore, my love, forest life is exiremaly
herd. In necordanee with the rules pres-
eribed for the Rishis we have to offar in the
sltar, Oh girl, gifts of Howers gathered by
ourselves and hence forest life is hard.
Thote who roam in the foreat, Oh Maithili
ghould be abetemions in their food and
ghould he content with what they cbtain and
hevee the forest life is bard. Violent winds,
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darknees apd bhunger are slwaye pregent
thers, as also lerrible dangers worse than
these and hence fovest life is wvery herd
indoed. The greoping reptiles are nomerons
and are of varicus forms, Oh lovely one, and
they cresp all ovar the ground wildly sod
bence the forest is full of woes. The
serpents that hide by the rivers and glide in
sinuous course like rivers, reside all over
the path and bense the wood is fuli of woes.
Birds and acorpions along with worms, gnats
and mosquitoes give trouble alwaya, Oh girl,
and hence forest life is very hard. Trees and
thorny bushes hind togetber their branches’
ends and dense with grasses such as Kusa
and Kasa the thicket grows and henee, Oh
fnir girl, the forest ia full of wosa. For thoee
whe dwell in the forest the ills of tha flesh
are numerous and the fears they are subjected
to are of different kinda; hence the wilds are
naught but grisf sod pain, Anger and de-
sires rouet be ompt seide andevery thought
must be devoted to penance. No fesr must
be of fearful things and bence the wood is for
aver drear. "Therefors, my dear, enough is
the forest for yon. The wild wood is Dot »
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fit place for you. Qv mabure consideration
I find the forest full of innumerable eovils.”
While thus the noble Rama did not make up
his mind to take Sita with him to the forest,
Bita did not heed his words but feeling
terribly digtressed she replied to Rama thus.




CANTO IXXIX.

EARING these <wvorde of
Bama, Sita besame trouh-
led in mind eod with
tears in her eyes slowly
uptterad these words—
“These evils that have

W s been enumerated by yon
a8 attendant upen resi-

«ftence in the forest, I view them as good, out

of my love to you. Dcusts of prey, lions and

.elephants, tigers and Sarahhas, hirds and

deer and all other animals thet roum in the

forest, all of them, nol baving seen your
matohless form before, Oh Raghava, shall

-all lee nway at your sight, for il creatures

indeed take fright at danger, With thee, Oh

Rama, I must go; euch ia my Sire's order

and bereft of you, 1 must part with oy life.
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¥hila I.am near you, Oh Beghava, vot -aven
the lord of the Gods, Indrs, will be wbie to
burt me in spite of ali his might. The
woman who ia berveft of her lord will not
be able to live. This trutb has been clourly
pointed out to me by you, Oh Rema. Furibsr
Oh wise one, I bave heard it said by ihe
Brabmine in my (ather's bouse long ago that
I am destined to live in the foreat for sowe
time. Hearing this of old from khe Brsh-
mins versed in the ecience of the future,
I have, Oh mighty one, ever sinse longed.
to lead the life of the f{orest. Hensce the
pre-ordained residence in the {orest should
jndeed be enjoyed by ms. Bo 1 follow you
to the forest, Ol baloved, baing destined thers-
to and not otherwize. I will be simply ful-
filling that destiny by going with you. The
time has now wrrived for that Brabmin's
words to beoome true. I koow truly the
innumerable dangers that beset a life in
the forest. But they troubls only those
men, Oh hero, who are nobt self-controlled.
Ap a girl in my Isther's house I have heard:
all shout lifs in the forest. Bimilarly in
the presence of my mother a good-natursd:
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beggar-dame told me everything aboub it.
1 have already requesied you opn sawveral
ocossionn, Oh lord, to grant me my desire
ko live in the forest in your company sod
you also, Uh Regbava, were good anough
to allow me to eptertsin that ides. May
good betide vou. Bervice to a hero dwelling
in the forast cliaxns me moet. Ob paore-
soul, following my hushand out of affection
1 will surely become spotless. My bushand
is really my God. Even in alter-life-
1 share in your company ail blessinga.
Buoh is indeed the Scriptare and the holy
and pious Brabeine sleo state likewise—
' The woman whom her pareots bestow oun
o toan in this earth balow and thos lawfully
unite their bands with water and each holy
vite, she shall be his wife in this world
as also in the life after this.' Hence il you-
are nok pleased to take with vou your owa
wife who is virtnous and deeply sttached
to ber hushband, tell me your reasons fer
the ssme. Devoted and attached to
my hosband I shere equally with you
all joys and plessures. Distressed as I am
and sharing equally as I do all your ploasures-
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-and paios, it beboves you, Ob Kakatstha, to

take me with you. If you do not like to
take me with you to the forest—extremely
distressed as I am, I will ‘surely bave
resouree to poison, fire or water to secure
.mny death.” Thus she entreated in various
ways to be taken to the forest bu§ that
mighty hero was not in a mood to take her
to the lonely forest. When she was told
thus Maithili was overwhelmed with grief and
ber breasis became wet with the hot tears
flowing from her eyes and the relf-controlled
Kakutatha, with a view to diesuade her, who
was angry snd grief-stricken, consoled the
-copper-lipped girl in various ways.

a%m



CANTO XXX

PPEASED thus by Rama,
Maithili, the daunghter of
Janaka, spoke thus to her
busband with & view to
reside in the forest. The
deeply distressed Sifa, out of
ber love and affection, spoke
tauntingly to Raghava of

expansive chest. ‘' What did my father

Videba, the lord of Mithila, think of you

‘having sccepted you as his son-in-law—s

woman in & man's disgnise. It is pure

falsehood if the people say out of ignorance
that while Rama’s prowess shines foth

-there is no energy as it were in the Lord

.of the day. Whbat bave you done that you

should bs so very dejected aod whence is

your fear that you shounld think of abandon-
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ing e who have po other refuge dut your-
aell ? Know me as completely resigned to
you in heart and body, soul and mind, just as
Bavitri virtuously gave ber all fo Batyavan,
the son of Dyumatsena. 1 bave not, even in
my mind, seen anybody else excopt yourself,
Oh fanltless one; let meaner wives their
houses hame, to go with thee is all my
olaim. Like some low aotor do you consider
fit, Oh Rama, to hand over to others your
wife, your own, espoused iz maiden youth,
your unblemisbed scmpapion for so long.
Do you, Ob faultless lord, obey bis will and:
rempin under the influenoe of him whose
wolfare you are talking of and for whowse sake
you ar¢ deoying yourself the royal kingdom.
8o without taking me with you, it is not
fit that you should start to tha furest.
Whether it is stern penance or the forest or
the heaven iteelf, let me also enjoy it along
with you. Therse will be no tromnbla what-
ever in the road when I go with you. I
would feel as though in a soft luxurious hed.
The. reeds, the bushes, the thorny trees and
fhe prickly grass whioh I may passon the-
way will be, if yon are near, ss soi} as
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the touch of cotton or dear-skin. When the
rode wind blows in fory and $hrows upon
ma the seattered dust, that dust, Oh beloved
dord, sball he to me as the precious sandal,
What shall be more plessent, Oh wanderer
in the forest, than to lie on a bed of saored
grass in some green glade in the deep forest.
T.eaves, roots and fruite, whntever of thess
you may give me having brought them with
your own hande, be they seanty or plentifal,
shall taste to me as sweet a8 neotar.
Enjoying there the flowers and frrits of tha
sonson 1 will not recollect my motker or my
father or my home, My arrival there will
in no way cause anything unpleasant to you.
You will not be subjected to any anxiety on
my behalf aud I will not ba an unbearable
burden to0 you. With thes ia heaven
wherever the spot. BEach place is hell where
thea srt not. Knowing well this supreme
affestion go forth Rams, along with me. I
vou still decide not to take me to the forest
—me who am unflivohingly resolved npon it,
I will surely drink poison thia very day.
'T will never subject myself to those who
hete ne. There is no life for me afterwarde
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in the midst of the ondiess pain. Death is
absolutely preferable, Oh lord, the very
moment I am abandoned by you. Not for
an hour could I endure the deadly grief of
your separation. What need he said of the
tan long vears and three and ona?

Thus consumed with grief and piteously
lamenting much, the highly disiressed Siia
clung to her husband’s neck with a wild ery,
wrupog with apguish. Like eome she-ele-
phant who bleeds, struck by the hunter's
veuomed reeds, 80 in her guivering heart she-
felt the meny wounds dealt by his sapeeches,
Then fike the spark from the Arani wood
down rolled the tear so long restrained. The
orystal moistare sprung from wos began to
flow from her sweet eyes as runs the water
from a pair of divinely fair lotuses and:
Bita’'s face with long dnrk eyes pure as the
moon of autumn skies faded with weeping
just aa the lotns buds when taken ont of
water. Finding her almost insensible with
grisi, Rama embraced her well with Loth
hands and revived her then with these con-
goling words. Lieaving vou behind full of grief
I do not religh, Qb beloved, even heaven.



20—34] AYODHYAEKANDA. 191

There is no fear whatever for me on all
gides jusé ns the self-created Lord. With.
out knowing vour full intenfions, Oh fair
one, I did unot like to take vou to tha
forest though myself win quite eapable of pro-
tecting vou. When vou are created to live
with me in the forest, Oh Maithili, it is not
possible for me to leave you behind, jusb
a8 the self-restrained saint could not leave
bebind his renown. Oh you of lovely thighs
redembling elephaut's truook, the Dharma
which was practised ¢f old by the great and
the good, that same dharma is now followed
by me just as the shadow follows the San,
T eannot deoline to go to the forest, Ob joy of
Janaka, for my father's behest, the omth
he swore and the claims of truth, all lead
me thare. Obedience to father and mother
is indeed ore's Lounden Aduty, Oh lovely-
hipped one. I am not eager to live
transgrossing father's commands. Heeding
not fatheyr, mother, and guru who are with us
here, by what means could we worship and
please the gods whose pregence we ara not
aware of, These three compriss the friple
world, Oh darling of the lovely eyes ang
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earth has no holy thing like these whom
with all love men seek to please. Not truth
or gift or reverence or sacrifica or lordly
fee conduee to 80 wmuch sitrength and
happiness like the pleasing service to one's
father. Heaven, viches, grain and varied
‘love with sons end many a more blessing,
none of these is unobtainable to those who
follow 1he wishes of tbeir parents, Those
noble men who are ever hant on pleasing
their {ather and mother reach the regions
of Devas and Gandbarvas as  alse the
Brabmaloka and tha Vishouloka, So whatever
commande may be isauad by my father who
remaing ateadiszst in the path of virtue,
I wish to abide hy them. Such indeed
is the oterpal dharma. I am now reconciled,
Oh Bita, to take you with me to the forest
of Dandzka, sinee you are firmly resolved
to follow me and to stay with me. Permitted
to go to the forest, Oh timid lady of be-
witchiog eyes and faultless limbs, follow
me and be my companion in my religious
obaervanees. You have surpassed yourself,
Qb4 Sita, by this excellent reeolve of yours,
whioeh ig quite in keeping with the traditions
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of your family as well as mina. Commeance
at onee, Oh fair-hipped lady, tha preparations
hefitting a life in the forest. Not evén
Haaven pleases ma naw, if it is to he hare#t of
vou. Bestow gifts of gems to the Brahmins
and food to the needy heggars, and make
haste without delay. Highly valuable orna-
mantd, excellent clothes, lovely “3ve and
seagoned condiments, earsand vehieles and
whatever else thab may exist, give zll »f them
away to our servaits affer distribution o the
Brabhmine. Finding her hushand ag.-esenbls to
her departure, Sita hecame immaensely pleased
abd quickly commenced to give away the
things.  With her mind full of jov on
heaaring the words of her hushand, tha
noble and illuatrious Sita hegan 5 givs
away to the virtnous all the weaalth as wall
as the gems.



CANTO XXXL

¥ HEN Lakshmana, who-
had already joined them
there, heard ths couver-
sation of the pair,.
his countenance wae
changed, his eyes over-
flowed and he was no
longer ahle to control
his grief. That joy of
¢he Ragbus pressed his brother's feet with
great fervonr and spoke thus to the bighly
virtnous Rams aud the fair-famad Bita. “Ii:
you ara decided to go to the forast crowded:
with d.er and elephants, I will sursly accom-
pany vou and with bow in hand go in front
of you. lo company with me you shall
roam fsr in the foresta which resound with
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the noises of birds and herds of beasts.
Separated from vou [ do not ecare to
troad in the worlds of the devas nor do I
choose immortality or the lordship of the
worlds.”” When the son of Sumitra spoke
thus, resoived to dwell in the forest, Rama tried
bis best hy various means to pacify hi and
dissuade him from his objeet. Then Laksh-
mana spoke again thus~—* You have alveady
given me permission to follow you to the
forest; tlien why do you now try to put
obstacles in my way. 1 am enger to know
the canse why you now prevent me from ful-
filling my desire to go to tha forest. I requent
you, Oh faultless one, to clear this doubt of
wine."! Then the highly effulgent Rama told
the berpio Lakshmana who was standing in
front ready to go forth first and whe was
entreating permission with folded hands.
* Affectionate aud bent on virtue, beroic and
always siendfast in rightecusness, beloved
and dear s life and ohedient, yon are my
brother as well a8 my friend. If you go
with me now to the foreat, Ob son of Bumitrs,
who is there to take onre of either Kanaslya
or the iilustrions Sumitre. The lord of
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the enrth of mighty power who sends geod
thioge in plenteous shower as Indra pours
the grateful rains, lies a captive in passion’s
obain., Thsat davghter of King Asvapati
bhaving obtained this kingdom will not do
what ie good to ber grief-stricken co-wives.
With the kingdom in his bands Bharata will
take up Ralkevi's side and will mot cara to
remember either Kausalya or the highly
grieving SBumitra. Do you therefore, Oh son
of Sumitra, stay here of your own accord or
by the favour of the monareh and protect
Kaunsalye. Please sct up to this counsel.
By this behaviour your devoiion to me
will be clearly seen, Oh knawer of virtue.
Need T tell you that great and unequalled is
the virbue acquired by serving our alders.
Therefore, Oh son of Sumitra and joy of the
Raghus, for my sake do thus. Berefi of us
there will be no pleasure for our mothers., *
Thus addressed by Rama, Lakshmena, clever
in speech, replied thus in sweet tones to
Rawsa learned in the sciense of language.
* Afraid of your power, Oh hero, Bharata will
surely sbow all possible regard to Kausalys
and Sumitra and thera is no doubt whatever
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that he will be all-attentive. If the wicked
Bhbarats, having obtained this noblest realm,
does not maintain them out of evil counsel
or pride, J will, Oh bhero, surely kill, without
the least doubt, that wicked and eruel wratoh
and all those that lend bhim aid. Let it be
even the thres worlds; what eare I for them ?
The noble Kausalya is able to maintain
thoueands like myself since she bhas god
thousands of villages s well as redinue.
Hence she is perfectly capable to probect
borself as well as my motber. Ths
illustrions lady is quite capable of pro-
tecting people like myveell also. Henee
be pleased to permit me to follow
yvou. There iz nothing wrong in this. 1
shall be hkighly gratified and vour object
zlso will be fuolfilled. Taking my bow and
arrows I sball go in front of you with a
spade and a basket showing you the way.
I shall bring you daily roots ard fruits and
otber products of $he forest—such sweeb
edibles aa ave fit for hermits. Do you sporé
with Vaidebi on the slopes of the bills and
I sball do everything for you both while
vou are awake and while you are asleep.”
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‘Highly plensed with these words Ramae
replied to bim thus—" Go then my brother,
bid adieu to all your friends and reticue:
Thoee two ocelestial bows of fenrful might
‘which lord Veruna personally gave to Janaka
' at the great sacrifice, the uopiereable divine
coat of mail, the guivers with. their in-
exbaustible and unfailing arrows, the two
gilded gworda bright as the Sun, all these
weapons which have been reverently placed
in the aboede of the preceptor, bring with you
'quickly, Ob Lakshmana.” Thus resolved on
forest life Lakeshmana togk leave of his friends
and approaching the house of the preceptor
of Ikshvakus he then toock with him the
excellent weapous. All those divine waspons
which the tiger among the Raghus bad wor-
shipped and had erdorned with garlands,
Lakshmana exhihited bafore Rama, The
pelf-controlled Bama, with great pleasure
thus addressed Lakshmana ou his arcival,
“Oh lovely Likshmana, you bave arrived
just in time whan I wanted you, I wish fo
give away in your company, Ob repressor of
foes, all thege that form my wealth to Brah-
ming who lend ascetio lives. Javeral exoel-
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lent twice-born men live here with great
-devotion to our elders. To those a3 well as
to all ‘our despondants, I wish to distribute
-my wealth. Go and feteh quickly the best
of Brahmine, the voble Suyajna the son of
Visishtha. I shall start to the foreat after
paying my respects to him as well as to
+other eminent Brabmina."”




N raceiving thus the pless-
ant and highly agreeabla
comnmand of bis brother,.
Lakshmapa went swiftly
to the abode of Buyajna
and finding him in the
ball of Pire he bowed to
him and said "' Oh iriend,

coroe with me and behold the abode of him

who is now performing arduous deeds.'”

Finirhing bis sendhye worship quiekly,

Scyajna went in company with Lakshmana

and arrived at tbe lovely mansion of Rama

filled with riches. When that knower of

Vedas, Suyajoa, sapproached nest, Rama.

accompanied by Bita welecmed bim with

folded hands and went round bim showing:
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to him the honor that is Agoi's due.
With exeellent golden armlets, lustrous ear-
rings, gems fastened together on golden
strings, biscelets and girdles, with numerous
other oostly gems, Kahkutstba honoured
Suyajna and at the request of Sita, Rama
told him thus—"' Oh my gentie friend, deign
to aceepd on bebalf of your wife this garland
and golden string. Cause them to be taken
home. Sita who is now going to the forest
desires to give you now on bebglf of your
wife this girdle, these lovely armlets and
these bright bracelets. Vaidehi wishes
further to bestow on you tiis cot decked
with numerous gems along with the Hne
mattress, The famous elepbant named
Sutranjaya given me by my uncle, I sball
bestow on vou, Oh best of Brahmivs. along
with thousands of coins. Thus addreseed
by Rams, Suvajna received those gifts and
invoked auspicious blessings on Rama,
Lakshmpna and Sita. Then in pleasant
words Rama spoke to his dear and all-
attentive brother Baumitri just as Brahma
to the lord of the celesfials. “‘Go and fetch
those two excelient Brabmins, Agastys and
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Kansiks and inviting them, honour them,
Oh Lakshmana, with presious gems just as
corn with waier. Please them, Oh highly
powerful one, with a thousand cows
and give them many a fair and costly gem
along with gold and silver. The isarned
Brahmin, the preceptor of the Taittiriyas and
the knowsr of the Vedas, who always de-
votedly stays by the side of Kausalya and
Sumitre, cause him to be given, Oh Laksh-
mans, vebicles and female slaves and costly
olothes till that Brahmin i satisfied. Like-
wise please the noble Chitrarathn advanced
wall in years, who is the chariotesr as well
as minister, with highly valuable gems,
olothes and riches. (Give him also all the
smal! animala a3 wall a3 one thousand eows.
Those numerous students with siaffa in
hand who read the katiia partion of the Vedas
and who do nothing else because of their
* being all-engrossed io their study, who toil
not, who love dainty fave, and who ave
ssteemed hy the great, cause them 6o he
given eighty cars loaded with costly gems,
one thoussnd rice fipide and two hundred
- hulle, Helpthem also, Oh Saumitri, with one
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thousand cows to provide the daintisg of each
mesl. The throng who waar the sscred
girdles and wait with care on Kausalya,
cause them each to be given, Oh Lakshmana,
a thousand golden ocoins. QGive all the
Brahmins all round in such s manner, Oh
Laksbmana, that my mother Kausalya would
ba pleased with the fees offered.” Then thas
tiger among men, Lakshmana, personally
distributed all the wealth to the best of Brah-
mins just like Kube‘ra. Having given each
of his dependants numerous wealth, Rama
addresged all of them who stood there with
tears in their syes. ''Taksbmans’a house and
mine ag well shooid each be guarded hy you
till my return.” Having addrasssd all his
grief-siricken aftendants he bade his frea~
surer to feish more richea. Then =all the
servants themsslves hrought there the stored
wealth and the buge and glorious pile of the
seme was a Right to see. Then that tiger
smong men, in company with Lakshmana,
bad that wealth distributed among the
Brahmios, young and old and poor,

There lived a Brabmin of reddish brown
solone, Trijata by name, of Gargya Gotra,
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who earned his livelibood every day in the-
forest with his spades and ploughs. This old.
Brahmin bad a young wife who, taking with
her the young children and struggling with
poverty, spoke thus to the Brahmin—
“ Throwing aside your spade and plough
please do what I say. Go and see tha
virtuous Rama if you wish to get mnything.”
Hearing the words of his wife aud covering
with diffienlfv his body with torn rags he
started on his way to the asbode of Ramn.
In the midst of the concourse of people-
Trijata shone bright ns Bhrign and Angiras:
Till the fifth couwrt he wended his way un-
interrupted by anybody. Approaching the-
royal prince, Trijate spoke thus—"Oh iljus-
trious prince, 1 am & poor man devoid of
riches and possess numerous sons. Scanb
living I earn in the forest every day and so
pray look upon me with an eye of pity.”
Bama then told him in a vein of sport and:
jest.—"I have not as yet distributed one-
thousand cows: so von sball obtain as muoeh
as is covered by your burling this stick.” He
hurriedly girded up his loina, wound bis
ragged cloth and faking up the stick hurled:
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it fast with al} bis might. Released from bis
hand the stick crossed the shores of the
river Sarayu and fell in the eattle-shed in the
midst of several thousands of bulls and
-cows. The noble Rama embneged him with
pleasure and ordered the herdsman to take to
the bermitaga of Trijatn all the cattle up to
‘the shores of the river Sarayu coversd by
the throw of the stick. Then Rama appeased
the Brahmin of the Gargye Gotra and spoke
to him thus—" Pray doun’t et angry, thiz ia
only a jest of mine. This might of yours is
unrivalled. Wishing to know of it, I urged
you to do thus, Pray choose whatever else
you require. I tell you truly you must not
hesitate. All the wealth bere that belongs
to me i¢ intended only to be given to Brah-
mins. The wealth that I now hestow upon
you shall be the one earned by me and
ghall bring me pleasure and renown, Then
the great sage Trijata, in company with
his wife, sccepted tha herds of cows with
a delighted heert and the highly efful-
gent one on his part invoked blessings on
the prinesly couple which would bring them
fame and might, pleasure snd happiness.
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And ERama also with a full heart distributed
his vast riches earnsd by rightful prowess to
his friends accompanied with sweet, respact-
4ul and befitting words, Brahmins, frisnde
or aervants, poor people or beggars, whoever
it may be, there was none who was not
pleased with the gifts made in accordnnes
with his decerte.




ISTHRIBUTING thus, in-
company with Vaidehi,
the numerous richeg,
Hama ernd  Lakshmane
along with Sita set ous to
see their father. When
the weapons that were
beautifully adorned with

bands and garlands were taken up by the

two brothers they shone so bright as to
dazzle the sight. And the people getting
on the tops of the turrets, roofs and porticoes
looked on these passers-by with groak
gorrow. [nable to tread the streets becauee
of the pressure oi the vast concourse they
ascended the iterraces of the building and
beheld Bamsa Lelplessiy. When the people-
saw Rama proceed on foot withoui any
umbrells to eover him, the people, with their-
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ganses bewildered on precount of grief,
apoke varisusly as follows.—" He, who was
always followed by the mighty fourfold
-farces, proceeds now alang with Sita followed
hy Lakshmana alons; he who has tasted the
sweets of wenalth and has lavished his
Juxurious gifts on the needy, be does not
now wish to make his father {alse because
of hie rvegard for dharma. Bhe who was
till now unable to he smeen avan hy thoss
creatures that roamed in the sky, that Sita
is now beheld by all the passers-by who
throng the roval street. Sita who is
fragrant with red sandal and is hemutifal
with suitable fints ou her hody is sure to
fade and pale quickly by exposurs to rain,
heat and cold. Surely King Dasaratha is
now poasessed of some devil and hence only
speaks thus, otherivise the King would never
cousent fo send his dear son into exile.
Even if the son is devoid of all good qualities
how eould one agree to banish him. What
nezd be eaid about the son who has gained
the bearts of alt the worid solely by his
conduct. Universal henevolence, kindaess,
Jearning, religiousness, docility and freedom
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from passion, these six sovereign virtuas grace
Rama the foremost among men. Therefore
the smbjects ure highly distressed at the
misery that has befellen Ramae jnat like
amyuatic creatures at tbe decrease of water
in summer. The wbole world 33 mournful
with the grief that has befallen its he-
loved chief just as the tlowers anl frodg
of a tree when w8 roots are cub away., The
Soul of duty, hright to see, is the root of all
tiankind and all the other people ave his
hranches, blogsoms, fruits and leaves. Henza
~long with our wives and relations we shall,
ike Lakshmana, guickiy follow Raghava
wherever he may leads  Abandoning our
gardens, tields and houses we shall followw
the virtuous Hama sharing in his waal and
woo, L.t Kaikeyi possess hersali of iva
homes demaried by us, deprived of their
huried treasures, with their nnawapt court-
vards, rahbed of kine and wealth, shorn of st
suhstance, fillad with dust and abrioes
whanee the dieties have tlad—homoe where
nueerons rats will run from hole 43 hola,
barefl of smoke or waber, which will know
»o oleaning and where na incanse 1rads Lhe

R. H. 14
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evening air, no Brahmins chant the text and
praver, no five of enarifice is lit bright, vo gift
iz knowno, to sacred rite and with floors
sirewn with broken veesele as if our woes
had crusbed them too, The wood where
Bumn'a feet may reoam shall be our city and
onr home rnd this city whieb we forsake
shall become & wilderness. Tervified by fear
of us the serpeots would leave their holes
and nil the birds end beasts the mountain
slopes and the licos and elephants would flee
from the forest., Let them leanve off the
forest ta whiech we go and inbhabit in ex-
change the oity that is forsaken by us, Let
the serpents, beasts and birds resort to the
regious voeupied till new Ly those who eat
grasa fesb and fruite. Let Kaikeyi enjoy
this renlrn with her sons and relations. Weé
shall ali go to the forest along with
Ramea and live thers bappily.” Such were
tbe veried words spoken aloud by the erowd:
of all oonditions. Rama benrd them all but
did not chavge his purposs. He soon ap-
proacted his father's palace that shone like
tbe peak of Kailnse, powerful ae a wild ele-
phant, Tie virtuous Reme entered the royal
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palace and saw there at a distacee the hum-
hie and heroie Sumsotra seated in a dejeated
mood. Seeiny Sumantra thug depressed
Rawe smiled within biwself and with quite
an unmoved heart went on oheerfully, eager
to gsee his father and to duly obey hie
bidding. The noble Rania, the son of the
Ikabvaku race, desired to take leave of bis
virtuous father befors going to the forest, full
of woes auc wheu he hehald Sumantra atopped
there. Finn in his resclve to go $o the
tovest in pbedience to his father's commauds,
Rama, ever attached to wvirtue, beheld
Sumantra and told him thus “'Please inform
the BKing of my arrivel.”

B



CANTO XXXIV.

5/ )
' '$’ REAT and incomparabla s
he was, Rama of the
fetns-eyes then asked the
chariobeer to inform hia
father of his arrival.
Thus ordered by Rama,
tha cherioteer, sad and all-
dismayed, quickly entered
inside and saw the King heaving heavy
sighs of woe. Like the sun when eclipzed,

like the fire coversd over with ashes,
like the podl with «il ite waters dried,
g0 he found the lord oi_ the world. Be-
holding the King whoss senses had heen
daz21 on aceount of his grief for Rawmn,
the highly wise chariot8er approashed the
King with folded bands. Hoving first bailed
tbe King with blessings invoking vietovy,
the chwriofeer, with a voice that well-nigh
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failed, in trembling aocents soft aed low,
addressed the moparch thue. ' That tiger
among men, your sen, waits at the door
having given away all bis wealth to Brab-
mins and to his dependants. Pray permit
the truly valorous Bama to bave an interview
with vou, DMay gzoed betide you. He hag
taken leave of all his friends and is now
desirous of sesing vou. He is going to the
great forest Qb lord of the earth; pray see
him whe is surrounded with all roval
qualities just like- the sun with his rays.”
Then that truthful and virtwous King,
profound as the Ogean’s deep and staivlese
a8 the blue sky, replied the charioteer thus.
* Oh Sumantrs, feteh all my wives and ali
those here who enll themselves mine. 1 wish
to see Raghava in company with my wives.”
He entered the Zenana accordingly and told
the iadies thus—" Noble Ladies, the King
gummouns sou alli; may yvou all go there
without delay.” Thus addressed by Sumantra
all the Iadies, learning of the command of
their husband, went to bis mansion in
obedience to the royal orders. In number
they wers half seven bundred and all thess
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virtuous dames, with their eyes red with
weeping, slowly went to tha King's palaoe
surrounding Kausslya. When the lord of the
earth observed that sll hig wives bad come,
the King oommanded his charioteer
Somantra to fetch his son. Then the
absrioteer took with him Rama, Lakebmana,
and Maithili swiftly to the presence of the
moonarch. The King beholding from a
distance the approach of his son with folded
hands tastefully rose up from his sead,
girt with hie ladies and sick with hia woes.
The lord of the earth or hebolding Rama
ran with sll baste to meet bimn buf ere he
conld reach him he fell on the ground
aggrieved and fainted there. Quickly Rama
and that great warrior Lakshmana ap-
proached the griofiatvicken King renderad
aensolesz hy misery. There arose imme-
distely in the royel apartments the gound
of thowsands ot females crying 'Ah Rams '’
mingled with the tinkling of the ornaments.
Throwing their arms vound him the two
hrothera Rams and Lakshmauoa weeping in
company with Sita, slowly placed him on a
couch, When the mighty monarch regained
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his gonsus in the oourse of an hour, Rama,
with folded hands tbue addressed him who
waa immersed in the ocean of grief—"1 solieis
your permisgion, Ob mighty monareh; you
are the lotd of all of ya; I bave started for
the Dandaka forest sand I request you bo
see me safely depart with your blessings.
Please permit Laksbmana and Sita slso
‘to follow me to the forest. Thoich 1 bawe
dissusded them with varioue truthigl srgo-
ments they would not listen but are desivous
t0 {ollow me. Heuce please permit us all,
Leksbmana, myself and Site as wall like
Prajapati bis sons and leave off vour grief,
‘Oh raversd one.” Sesing hiz son Rawa
ready to atart to the forest the King
-thus replied to him who was =agerly
and ocalmly expesting the words of the lord
of the world. " Ob Iliughava, I have heen
decaived hy Kaikeyi hy the gift of thous
hoons. Superseding me yon had better be
‘-now the king of Ayodbya." Thus addressed
by the King, Rama, the best of those who
praotise Dharma and the skilled in speech
folded hig handa in reverance and replied ‘to
shig father thua., " Oh lord of man, you are
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the mpater of tha earth for a thousand years-
more. 1 will live in the forest, for I must
never make vou falee. I will roam in
the forest just for nine yvesrs and five and
then at the end of the period of ycur vow, L
shall return, Oh lord of men, and clagp your
feet once wore.” Bound by the chords of
érutl, weeping distressed, the King, urged
in asoret by Kaikeyi spoke thua to his-
dearson " Go then, Ob Rama and begiu
thy course unvexed by fear and ain; go,
my belaved son, and earn success and joy
and aufe ceturn, You are so very tputhful
and s¢ frmly esbtablisied in virbue that
nothing is possible to turn vou back, Oh joy
of the Raghus, but, Ob son, do nct by moyv
means depart to-night so that 1 may pasx
ot least one little day beholding my son
Seeing nie and your mother vou had better
stay heve this one night. Then with all
youor desives fullilled you mav astart to the
forest to-morrow morning. Anvhow a most
diffievlt task is being done by vyou, Oh
Raghava, iust fo please me, for you are going
to the icnely forest leaving behind every-
thing dear. [ do not like this, Obson; &
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swear to you truly, Oh Raghava, that T bave
been deceived by this deceitful woman who
regsembles Lidden fire. You wnow desire to
give effect to this deceitful advantage obtained
from me urged thereto Iy this Keikeyi who
has come to sully bher line. And it is wo
wonder that being my eldest son you desire
to make vour f{ather stand above any
reproach of falsehood.” Heating these words
of bis father spoken out of distress, Rams
in company with his brother Laksbmana.
thus humbly replied. “Who will confer on
me to-morrow the merit which I sball ieap
from going to-day ; sherefore I ehoose im-
mediaste departure sbove all other desires.
I hereby renounce iy right: to this earth
with all its fortresses and people and its
stotes of wearlth and grain. Let ail of them
be handed over to Bharata, The resolve
that I bhave made regarding my residence in
the forest is not to be nltered now for out of
vour pleasura you bave granted this hoon to
Kaikeyi, Oh granter of boons. Let every-
thing be given and vou bad better remain
truthful, Ob monarch. I shall obey vour
comreande literally as they were uttered
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and will reside in the forest for fourieen
years in company with those that roam the
woods. Pray do vot besitate. Let the
whole of this earth be granted to Bharata.
I am not as exger to enjoy for myseli the
kingdom, the pleasures or the joys, as I am
to obey your mandates, Ob joy of the
Razbua. Let your grief be dismissed and
Yot not you he drowoed in tears. The lord of
rivers, the irrepressible ocean never forsakes
his magoanimity, I do pot desire either the
Kingdom or plessores or Maithili or any of
these ohjects of enjoyment or the heeven or
life itself. My sole desira is, Ob bull among
.men, to see you truthful and not false, I
swenr to tbis in your presence by your
truth and by your good desds. It is no%
possible for me Ob fatber, to stay here for »
.moment longer. Pray put vp with this
your grief, Oh lord; my sattled will I cannot
change on suy acoount., Kaikeyi told me
‘ Raghava go to the forest' and I sgid in
reply ‘I will go.' T wish o be true to that
pledge. Pray don't mmke youraelf anxigus
about ug, Oh lord, we aball e happy in the
forest flled with wild deer and peacsful
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herds and with voices of thouvsands of birda.
1t ie said in the seriptures, Oh father, that the
father is the God of even the Gods; therefcre
I shalt do ip accordance with the words of
my father cousidering it to be = divine
mandate. When the fourtesn years have
pasged, Ob best of men, you shall see me
Bgain on my return; thersfore leave off this
grief. What for have you undergone this
.changs, Oh tiger among men, you who have
to soothe and restrain the tears of the orowd
of all the people outside. Pray confer
upon Bharata this city and tbis kingdom
and this earth that bave been renounced
by me. I shall go to the forest and dwell
there long in aceordance with your behesta.
'Ok King, tet Bharata iule this earth
renounced by me with all ita hills and cities
.apd forests and with ite glorious well-
marked frontiers. Let your words, Oh King,
stand ne they were uttered. 1 do not, Oh
King, set my beart upon anv grest objeot
-of degire por do 1 seek aoything for my own
plepsure. 1 am solely eager to chey your
orders which are also approved by the
:good. Bo, Oh faultless one, diapel all your
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grief on my bebslf. Making you false,
I do not now wish o choose either the
entive Kingdom or all the objects of the senses
or pleasures or Maithili or even life. By such
behaviour of mine let your vow hecome
truthful. I shall feel very happy in the
forest esting the froits and toots therein,
beholding the mountains, streams and lakes
and strolling in tce glades full of peenliar
trees- You had better be easy on that
seore.” Thuos surrounded with ealamities and.
racked with angwish and pain, the King, far
advanced in the loss of his senves, embraced
his son and immediately fell in & swoon nod
became motionlesse. Theo all the ladies who
were assembled there with the exception of
the wife of the lord of men {Kaikeyi} began
to weep end Summptra also went into a
ewoon and everything theve became a babe!
of exclamations and cries.

iR



ILD with  rage which
he wvould not  eslin,
Sumantra, grindrng palm
on palw, shook bis head
in quick impatience aod
sighed with woe which
he could not brock., He
gnashed hir teeth and
hia eyes were ved,
From big ebanged {ace the colour had flad,
In rage and grief that knew no law the
clhatioteer saw ‘he temper of King Dasaratha
and with the swift and keen shafts of his
words he ahook as it were the bosom of
Katkevi., With seorn na though iis lightning
stroke would blast her hody, be spoke
tbug :—" Ob lady, sinee yon bava forenken
vour huaband King Dasarrtha himself who
i1 the lord of the whole world both movahle
and immovable, there is nothing in this
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world from deing which you will hesitate.
1 will consider vou as the murderess of your
husband sud ultimately of your family also,
since by your acts you bave distressed the-
King, invinecible like the mighty Indrs, firm
a8 the immovable voek aud imperturbable
like the deep oceat. Do nob despiss your
hashand and lord King Dasaratha, the:
bestawer of boons. To a wotan, ber hus-
bacd’s wish far excesds even thousands of
gons. Usually on the death of the King
the sons aucceed to the kimgdom in the ordet
of their age and this order vou wish to
violata in the oase of the lord of the Ikebvaku
race. Lot your son become the King, Lt
Bherata rule the earth, We ghall a)l go-
to that place to which Rams goes. No
Brmahmin would deign to live in a place
belonging to yon. Suoh & great offence yon:
are now eaget to commit. Beholding you
oommit such a dire sin, I wonder why
the oarth bms not quickly vawned and:
awallowed thee. 1 wonder why the fsming
and dreadful censure uttered by the gress
Brahminio sages doea not destroy yon who are
bent on banishing Rama. Havisg cut down.
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the roango-tree with an axe, however much
we may water and otherwise attend on the
wargoss tree it will never become aweet 1
aonsgider vou worthily horn ; like mother like
daughter. ‘' Honey iz never extracted from
the margosa’ 50 goes the saying in the world,
Wae ara wall aware of the avil propensities of
vour mother and rewember it just as we
beard it in dave lounz gone by, In davs of
yora aotne spint cupuide of granting boons
bestowed on your futher an excellent boono
and in consequence of whieh your father,
the lord of the earth, became coaprble of
vuderstanding the crics of all kinds of
orestures. He thus came to know the
inngurge of all birde and beasts. Ther ope-
morning s he was lving cn his couch be
heard the chattering of a gorgeous bird and
a2 he marked itz olose intent be langhed
alond in merriment, Then vour mother.
became angry and wishing for the noose of
Death she told the King thns—'1 am eager
to know, Oh gentle one, the cause of your
mughter. The Kivg replied to his iady
thus:=-'If I apprive you of the sanse, Oh
dady, eurely my death wonld iake place this
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moment. There is no doubi about that.’
Then your mother Ob lady, told your fether
Kekaya thus: —* Tell me the cause. I don’t
care whether you live or pot. You are mot
to laugh at me.! Thus addressed by his
spousz the lord of the errth, Kekaya, wenti
to the saint who granted him this boon and
totd him everything in detail. Then that
granter of the hoon, the wise sage, thus
replied to the King. ‘Lat her die or
destroy hersell, Oh King, vou had hetber not
yield to her. On bearing these words of the
saint the King, with a clear consciense,
digcarded your mother qguickly and lived
happily like Kubers [l.ikewize you also
force the King to tread the path of the
wicked. Qut of folly vou are committing
this foul deed, Oh sinful one.

It now appears to me that the worldly
apying that the sons inherit the gualities of
their fatbers and the girle those of their
-mathera is pacfectly trne and justiied, Yon
‘had betler not be so. Aecept the words
spoken by the monarch. Follow your hus-
band’s will and bescome the hape and stay of
the people. Urged by sinful folly do not
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make vour husband, the lovd of men, equal in
prowess to the King of the celestials, tread
the path of unrighteousness. The fanltless
King, the illustrious Dasaratha of beautiful
eyes will not render false the vows he has
voyobeafed to you. Rama is the eldest, is
bighlv reaspectable, bent on his duties, and
carefully guardiog his dbarma. Lek him be
installed as the protector of the whole living
world. Mighty will be the blums attschiog
to you that will spread all over the world if
Bama goes to the forest abandoning his
father the King. Let that Raghava rule the
kingdom. Fliog this fever from off thy
breagt. There is none in this best of towns
excopt Rema who will put up with you,
When Rama ia installed as Yuvaraja the
bighly-powerful King Dasaratha will enter
the forest in accordance with precedent.”
Thus did Sumantra with folded hands again
and again address Kuikeyi in the midst of
the voyal assemblage with words soft and
gharp in turn with a view to move her bub
that lady did not budge anp ineh nor did she
grieve. There was not observed even o
change in the golour of her face.

R. ii. 15



CANTO XXXVIL

¢ ESCENDANT of Ikshvaku,
the King Dasaratha, trou-
bled mush on aceount of
his promise, spoke thus
to Sumanira with tears
and oft-repeatad sighs
of sharpest pain. ‘“Oh
charioteer, you had better
marshal quickly a perfect force eyuippad with
all magnificence and consiating of the fonr-
fold divisions namely, ears, elaphants, horses
and infantry, to follow Reghu's seion bence.
Let the traders with all their riches and
those who bell charming stories and deneing
women fair of face grace the prince’s smple
chariot. On all the train who throng bis
oourts and those who share his manly sports
bestow great gifta and pracious wealth and bid
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them go with bhim. Let poble arms and
imany & wain as also townsmen swell the
‘prines’s train. Let alio huonters, renowned
for woodland &kill, follow Eakutatha,
While he slays elepbant and deer, driok-
ing wood boney as be afrays and looke
on sbreams each Iairer vet, ha may
chance forget his Kingdom. Let ail my
siores of grain ae well as wealth follow
Bama who is to reside in the lonely
fgrest Performing sacrifices at all holy
-gpots and dealing forth ample dakshinas am
prescribed, let Rama live happily in the
forest iv company with saints. The mighty-
armed Bharata will govern Ayodbya. Let
‘the illustrious Rama on the other hand be
furnighed with all oljects of enjoyment.”
As the offspring of Kakubstha spoke thas
foor awoke in Kaikeyi's hreast, Her counte-
nanes became faded and her uttersnce was
choked. Bad and salarmed with bloodless
eheek, Kaikeyi turned % the King snd
-soarca conld speak. '' My Bharata shall not
tuie an uninhabited waste bereft of all -
aweets to charm the tasla——the wine oup’s
dregs, all doil and dead, whenoe the light-
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foam and life are flad.” While Kaikevi,
devoid of sll sense of shame spoke thus
cruelly, King Dasaratha answered her of
expansive eyes, ' Having put me to the
yoke, Oh mischievous one, why do you now
spur and goad me who am now struggling-
with the load. Why did you not oppose at
firet, Oh ignoble lady, this deed that is now
commeneed.” Hearing these angry words of
the Xing, that beautiful dame Kaikeyr
got doubly furious aud replied the King
thus—"“ In this very line of yours Sagara
drove forth in disgrace hig eldest son ealled
Asamanja. Thus should this son of yours.
go into exile.” Thus addressed, the King.
Dasaratha said ‘Fis on you,” and all the
poople present becama afflicted with shame,
but she never cared fo understand them.
Then the notahle and aged and pure-spirited-
personage Siddbartha by name, held in high-
esteem by the moharch, addressed Kaikeyi.
thus. * Asamanja, the wicked, canght
hold of the infants as they playad on the
read and threw them in the waters of the
Barayu and enjoyed the scens. Beholding
this, all the townspeople bscame enraged
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and represented to the King thus—'Oh
Enhancer of the prosperity of the Kingdom,
.choose either of us, either Asamanja
orus.’ Then the King in reply asked
them the cause of their fear. When asked
‘by the King the subjects thus replied—'In
folly, this one of perverted sense loves
‘to lay fizree hands upon our children at play
and throwing them into the river Sarayu he
finds extreme delight in it,’ Hearing thosa
representations of his subjects the lord of
men wishing to do good to them shandoned
thet son of his. The King commaunded his
servants thus—' Take bim quickly in a
vehicle along with bis wife and dependants
-and banish him from the country till the end
of his life.’” He then wandered all over
the dense forest with » spade and a basket
roamiog in all direations an oubesst wretch
a8 he was, defiled with erimes. The wisely
virtuous King Bagar. indeed szbandoned
‘hia son under these cirowmstances, What
sin did Rama commit that be should be
banished like this. We do not find any
‘bad qualities in Rama, It ig indeed difficelt
#0 find any stain in bim, pure as the moon.
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Or elee if, Oh lady, you find apy kind of
fault in Ragbava tell it new in detail
publicly. Let Rama be then banished.
The abandonment of him whoe iy absolutely
stainless and who is ever intent to tread
the righteous path would, because of the
defiance of Dharma involved in i, destroy
even the splendour of Indra. Therefore:
enough, Oh lady, of your hope +to ruin
Rama’s bliss, Oh fair lady, you bave also
to protect vourtelf frem the censure of the
world.”"” Hearing the words of Siddhartha the-
King in a very feeble voiece told the grief-
atricken Kaikevi thus—''You do not relishk this
speech, Oh sinful lady, vou Enow pot what
is good for me or for vourself. Thisz act of
vourg, fthe result of your having taken a
very narrow and wicked course is surely far
from the path trodden by the good. I will
go along with Bann to-dey forsaking my
kingdow, wealtt end pleasures, You had
better, in company with Bharata as King,.
enjoy the dominion ab your sweet will for
ever 8o long.”



OBLE Siddbartha spoke
thus and then Rama,
bted in she laws of week
behaviour thus addressed
Dasarathe humbly.” What
have T to do with a
retinue, Oh king— I who
renounca eveything and

am going to live in the forest on woodland

fare abandoning all enjoyments. He who
gives away the best elepbant and still sets
hig heart upon the tether, what is the use
of his attachoment to the chord when be
abandons tlie noble elepbantitseli? Thus
it is with me, Oh {foremost of righteous
ones. Whabis the use of an army to me,

Ob Lord? 1 resign everything. Lot the

bark-dvess alone be brought to me. Let

s spade and a basket also be brought to me
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who am poiog to the forest to live thers
for fourteen years."” Then Kaikeyi brought
the bark-dress with her own hbands and
unblushingly asked Ragbavs, in the moidst
of the soncourse of people, to wear it. 'That
tiger among men, Ramsa received those two
bark-dresses from Kaikeyt and after discar-
ding the fine clothes he'was wearing, be put
on thoes hermit's ociothes. Lakshamane
also immediately tbrew off his besutiful
cloibes and took up the bermit's dress in
the presence of his father. But Sita arrayed
in silk garments threw trembling glances
on the barks she had to wear and became
afraid like a shy doe that eyes the anare.
Asbamed and weeping for distrese the fair
and lovaly Janaki eventually took the dress
from Kaikeyi and with her eyes full of
tears the virtuous Site, ever intent oo virtue,
thue addressed ber husband who looked like
the lord of the Gandbarvas. How do the
hermits who dwell in the forests wear
their bark-dresses? Saying this Sita, ill at
ease, booame embarassed again and again.
Tuking one of the barks in her hands she
put it round her neck but the daugliter of
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.Janaka got perplexed and stood with & sad
and appealing face. Then quickly bastening
to ber side, Rama, the pride of all who
cherieh virtue, himeelf tied the bark mantle
onh her over the silk raiment which she wore,
‘HSeeing Rama thus put the exagellent bark-
dress op Sita, the ladies of the harem shed
copious tesrs and with an excesdingly sor-
rowful heart they told Rama bright with
gplendour—' Child, thiz tender lady was not
directed to dwell in the forest. When in
accordance with the words of your father
you go to the lonely forest, let us cheer
ocurgelvas Oh lord, at least with a sight of
her. In company with Lakshmana, you had
better go to the forest Oh child, this lovely
girl is not fit te live in the forest like a
hermit. Grant us our prayer Oh con, leb
the fair Bita remain here, since, hound alwaya
by tiee of virtue, you would not yourself
-eongent to remain here.’ Hearing those
words of the ladies the son of Dasaratha
tied the bark-dress on Sita of equally pure
character. When the bark garments bad
been put on by her, the preceptor of the
King, Vasiabiha, bebolding it, addreesed thess
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words to Kaikeyi, repressing Sita’s zeal—"Oh-
evil-hearted sinner, Oh shamo of the royal
race and namea, Oh perverted wretech, you.
have chested the King with vile deceit and.
you are going beyond the pale of truth, Bita
shall not go to the forest aa mn exile, Oh you
lost to all sense of character. Bhe will stay
here and oecupy the seat naturally belonging
to Rama. Those joined Ly wedlock’s sweet
control have but one self and common soul..
Thig Sita shall rule the Kingdom as Rama's
own self and soul or if Vaidehi still clings
to Rama and goes to the forest along with
him, we will also follow him ard the whole-
of this town also shall go with us. The
warders of the bharem along with their wives.
shall also go wherever Raghava may go.
The whole nation taking with it its stores of
grain and wealth shall accompany Raghava,
Bharata as well as Satrughna will also wear
the bark-dress and stay in the forest writh-
their elder brother, the foremost of the
Kakutstbes. You of vile ways and ever beni
on harming the paople, may stay here alonme-
and rule this Kingdom unpeopled, barren-
and desolate. The land over which Rama.
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reigns not shall po more bear the name of
Kingdom ; the forest whiech Ramas waanders
through sball surely be oor Kingdom. It
does not behove Bharata to rule this earth
which is pot given to bim Ly his father
por to stay by vou as son if be is really born.
to this movarch, the lord of the earth.
Even if you rise from tbis earth and fiy
to the skies ba who koows the history of his
forefathers would never do  otherwise.
Therefore although intent on advanciog
your son, yvou bhave venlly bronght about his
injury. Io all the world rone drews his
breath who loves not Rama true to Lis.
death. This day, Oh Knikeyi, you shall
behold birde, deer and beasts and cows
from lee and fold turn to the woods in
Bama's train. Even the trees will
stand with their beads turned towards him,
Ohb lady, give excelient oroaments to your
daughter-in-law and remove this bark-drese.
This bark mantle does not befit her.” Thug-
saying Vasishtba dissuaded the wearing
of that garment. '‘Ob daughter of the King.
of Kakayas, you chose to ask for the
regidence of Rama only in the forest. Let.
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8ita alee live with Rama in the forest
adorning herself daily with beautiful orna-
ments. Let the royal princess go to the
forest surrounded by excellent vehiclas and
attendants and costly dresses and all other
necessities. When yon asked for the fultiliment
of your hoouns you did not think of this—
the departure of SBita.”” When tbat {foremost
of Brahmins, that preceptor of the King,
possessed of unparallalled powers, epoke
thus, Site did pot turn froms her resolve to
follow her husband and to do what is good
.0 bim.

"



E-h TIEN Bita wore the
bark garmeots-
and, th'ough DOA-
sesping s lovd,
appeasred pro-
tectorless, the peo-
ple in a body cried aloud ‘Fie on you, Oh.
Dagaratha’. The King became highly distres-
sed on henring that toud ery and forsook all
bopes of duty and fame. That descendant
of Tkshvaku, heaving hard sighs, spoke to
his wife thus '“Ob Kaikeyi, it does not.
becowe Sita to goin this hermit dress of
kuea and bark. She is tender and young
and always fit to enjoy plessures. My
preceptor spoke the troth when he naid thal
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ghe is unfit to go to the forest. What in-
jury has abe done and to whom, that this
poor girl, the danghter of the best of Kings,
should in the midst of the public wear the
bark garments and stand bawildered like
gome poor Dbeggar? Let the daugbter of
Janaka dispense with fthe bark garments.
It does not form part of, the prowise I made
of old. Lat the princess proceed to the
forest in comfort taking with ber all the
treasures. The cruel promise was duly
made by me who am unwortby of this life; you
have indeed eontrived this since your ohild-
kood and surely it will barn me out just ag &
bamhoo ie burned ont by ite own blossoms.
Oh wisked woman, even granting that Bama
‘has doome sometbing unfair to you, what
harro has been dome here either to you
or to me by Vaidebi? With her ayvea full
.and soft like the deer she iz gentle, modest,
-trne and mild. What injury will the daughter
-of Janaka do to you here? Is it not enough
for yon, Oh sinner, that Rama i5 to be
‘banished? What for do you wish to commit
-more heinous sins hy thesa deeds of yours? I
beard you, Oh lady, repeat to Rams the
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‘promise I made to you whan lLe came here
for the purpose of the installation. Now
you are going beyond that and you will
surely go to hell gince yon are eager to sse
Mauithili also olothed in hermit’s dress.” Thus
bewailed the noble King without geeing the
-end of his grief. On recount of hia extreme
-dietresa be fell on the ground immersed in
sorrow onu account of his son. When the
father spocke thus, Bama who wus ready to
start to the {orest told these words to him
who was sitting with drooping head. ‘‘'Oh
just King, hers stands my dear mother
Kaunsalyas who bas earned a name hy her
virtues, who is rged and of noble eharaster
-and who does not blame vou, Oh lord, on any
account. On account of my separation,
‘Oh granter of boons, she has now reached
the ocean of grief, she who dJid not till now
.experience any pain. Henee it behoves yom
to treat her gently and with kindness.
Adored by you who are worthy of all honour
-she must be trestad in such a way that she
will not fag! the grief on eccount of her son.
‘Wrapt in conatant thonght of ma she would
judeed live for your seke, poor mother.
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Ob peer of Mabiendra I pray you so be kind
to her and fo treat my motbar so very
gently that when I dwell afar in the forest,
ghe way not, emaciated with grief on my
behalf, resign her life and pass on to the sbode-
of Yama.




N conipany with his wives
th; King heard the words
of Bama and saw bhim
dressed in tha ascetic
garh. He loat conscious-
pess and consumed with
grief, he nould pot look

) on Raghava and even.if

‘be looked on him the highly sitfticted King

-could vot talk anything. For about an hour

the King was as it were lifeless and

extremely distressed, The migbty armed
one oried aloud thinking of Ramns -only.

1 think 1 have in days of yore deprived.

eeveral of their young cnen or else. I must

bave slain several oreatures. Henee .only
thie caJomity bas Lefallon .me. [Jnless..tha
tie comes, life does not go from the-body-.

Though tormented hy Knaikeyi there ia no-

R. i 16




42 RAMAYANA. 3%

death for me who ses my son standing
before . me bright as fire, wearing ths
hermit's dress having cnst off his owa fine
garinents.  All the people ere troubled and
grievad on account of the deed of that cue
woman. Ruikeyi, baving daved this deed of
#in strives for herself to win the gain.” Flo
apoke thuse worde, his eyes grew dim with
tears, he oried once "Ah Rama’ and once only,
Wenk and fainting be counld nob speak
further Repgaining consciongness in the
course of an hour, that lord of the earth
spoke thue to Sumantra:—*' Yoking the
voyal car with excellent horses vyou had
better oome bev: and drive this exalted
one beyond the limits of the state. This.
geswn t0 me to be the fruit that virtues bear
60 tho virtuous —the sending of the lrave
aud the good to the forest by the father
and the mother.” Bumanira besrd the words
of the Ring and obeyed him quickiy and
ensrgetically. He yoked the car and brought
it to the palnce gate with deoked horses.
Then to the mouarch’'s son the charicteer
spsd and raising hands of reverenca said
that tha light oar which the gold made fair
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was standing shere yoked with the bestiof
steeds. The King summoned in haste the
officar in obarge of the freasury and told
him, well skilled in place aod time, his pure
resolve. ‘Bring here guickly for Vaidehi
highly tostly garmeots and precious orna-
ments of rare excellence, taking into asconnt
the number of vears she has to live in the
forast. Ordered tbus by the lord of men,
he went to the treasure-house, brought the
rich siores and gave them 4&ll to Bite
immedistely in his presance. Then Vaidehi
of noble descent, ordered to the foress,
sdorned hev litnbs bearing traces of nobility
with those lovely ornaments. So well
sdomed and so fair to view, she thwew s
glory throughout the bhall, just as the lord
of light flioge bis radisnce over the shy
when he dawne. Embracing her with both
ber hande, har mother-in-law told Maithili
of noble bshaviour after kissing her on her
forebead, *‘In this world below. faithices
wives loved and cherished every dasy by
theiv buabands, naglect their lords and dia-
obey. him, when dark misfarbune befalls
bim. This is the natore of womes, Affter
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enjoying long days of common biiss, when
gome slight misery bappena, they ahuse their
bushahds and even forsake them. Youthful
wives sre thankless, false in soul with roving
hearts that spurn con$rol, hrooding on sin
and quickly ehanged. In one minute their
love iz estranged. No glorions deed eor
lineage fair, no koowledge, gift or tender
care ¢pn bind in chaing of lasting love a
woman's light and inconstant mind; but
thoas good Iadies who still naintain what
right, {ruth, seripture and vale ordain, there
iz no holier or purer thing for them than their
bushands. So-take care not to negleet this son
af mine who has been banished. --Whather
rich or poor let him he your ged.” Sita heard
these . worda of Kausalya full of virtuous
signifieatice and with folded  'bBands ' she
replied to her motber-in-law face to face,
YAl will I.do, forgetting tiseght, which you,
©Ob bonoursd ‘mother, bave taught: I know,
have. begrd, :and ‘heve stored desp in my
hanrt the rules of duty to my lord. " It "does
not behove vou, Oh noble lady; to inglude e
in'the' category of the -faithless multitude.
Tt- 38 not:passibls for me to swerve from
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virtne just as it is not poesible for tbe light
$o depart from the Moon, Tha stringless lute
gives forth no sirain, the wheslless car dosa
oot move, similarly a woman without a
husband enjoys no happiness though she
msay have one hundred sone. Limited is ths
gift of the father, limited ie the gift of the
mother aud limited hkewise is that of %he
son but unlimited being the gift of the
husband, who will not honour him? I am
thus well posted up in the pros and cdns of
virtue and kave become an adept in it.. How
can 1 disvegard my husband, Obh lady? Hue-
bands are indeed the true gods for their
wives.”” Hearing these pleasing worde of
Sita which went direetly to her heart
Kausalya, pure in hesrt, gave ready vent to
her tears that aprang of joy and woa. Then
with folded hands the bighly virtuous Rama
approached his mother who was:spedially
honoured in the midst of hiz mothers and
told her these words—"'Oh mother, pray
don’t subjeet yourself fo grief bui lock after
my father., The petiod of residence in the
forest will elapse very quiekly. Ths dine
and five years of moy exile will fiy away for
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you a8 if in sleap and when that is complated
you wil] find me back here surfounded by my
friends.” Having thus spoken to his mother
out of affeetion, he beheld all hie otber
mothers three hundred and filty in nanrber.
“The soo of Dasaratha, finding those mothers
aleo similarly afflicted, folded bie hands and
told them these words fraught with virtue
“If I have sald anything barsh to you in
consequence o familiarity or if T bave done
anything wrong out of ignorance, pray for-
give ms Ior the same and now adieu, I bid
good bye to all of you.” Vhen all those
ladies heard these words of Raghava full of
pobility and virtue their minds were lost in
grief. As Ragbava spoke thus tbere arose &
loud wail from the wives of the lord of men
like the eries of tha Kraunchi birds. The abode
of Dagarsthe, whioh ueed of old to resound
with the joyous notes of muraja, panava,
megha and other such musical insbuments now
rang with the sound of high wailing, with
the lamentation and the ¢ry, the shriek, the
choking sob and the sigh that told the ladies’
woes,



CANTO XL

HEN Bama aad Site and
Lakshmana with folded
hands appeoacbed the
king and meekly went
round him. After taking
leave of bim, the virtuous

Raghava, in company
with Sita, howed before
bis mother, bewildered with grief. Following
his brother, Lakshmaos howed to Kaugalys
and then again took hold of the feet of his
mother Sumilre. As be was howing, the
weaping mother, desirous of his welfare,
kissed him on the forsbend and nddressed
tbe highly powerful Lakshmana thuos:—
" Youn, who are well attached $o your
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inendsa au-inow loft free to dwell in the
fomas -Doinot be nareless, Oh son, tnwardn
your' brothsr Rams in bhis ,wanderings.
Aftlioted or prosperous he is your sole retuge,
Oh faultless one. This is the ruls of the
good iv thie world ¢z, the vounger brothers.
gshould be under the ocontrol of the elder.
This is ocertainly the right lice of conduot
for you since it is the eternal rule in this
family—gifts and vows during sacrifices and
aparing not the body during battles. Know
Rame to be Dasaratha, and know the
dnughter of Janaka to be myself. Consider
the forest to be Ayodhya and with these
thoughts, go forth, Oh ehild, in eomiort.”
Tius addressing Lakshmana who was quite
readv to follow his dear brother - Rama
Bumitra said again and again " Go, Go.”
Then Sumanira, welt versed in etiquette,
bumbly addretsed Kakutstha with foldgd
hands just like Matali addressing Indra.
“Be pleased to ascend the Car, Oh Mlustrious
prince. May good betide you. 1 shall tske
you quickly, Oh Ramg, to the place directed
by vou. The fourteen yoars that you bave
to live in the forest bave to commence from.
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thig vary day. Thus bas the Queen urged
yon.” After completing her toilet and
adornments, Sita, the best of womankind,
sscended, with a delighted heart, the car
that shone bright as the Sun. Then the two
brothers Rama and Lekchmana quickly
sprang on the bright shining car adorned
with gold. The father-in-law gave Sita who
was following her busband sufficient clothes
and ornaments, alter taking count of the
period of their residence in the forest.
Similarly there ware placed on the Hoor of
the car, a number of weapons, coats of
mail for the brothers, a leather basket and-+
a spade. Seeing that the two brothers with
Bita. as the third have ascended the car,
Sumantra urged on the horses of noble
breed who matcled the rushing wind in
speed. When Rama started thue for a long
residence in the dreary forest, cbill punibing
grief sseailed the town, all strengith grew
wenk and all spirit failed. There was wild
tumultoous confueion throughout Ayodhya
and 5 mighty uproar was caused by the
msd and farious elephant> and by tha
neighings of boreee. Then all the oity,
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. young and old, wild with their sorrow un-
controiled, rushed efter the car of Rama
just ag the panting berds, afficted with the
‘beat of the Sun, run to water, They eagerly
olung to the sides of the car and to its back

- and with faces full of tears they addressed
him in & highly plaiotive voice. ' Oh
charioteer, restrain the reine of ihe horses;
drive gently and slowly ; we will onee more
gazo on Rama who could not he seen by us
hereafter for many more days. Surely the
heart of the mother of Rama is withous
doubt, made of steel, sinee it is not sbattered
by the sight of the departure of her godlike
sor Rama to the forest- Blegsed ia Vaidehi
following her hushend like a shadow.
Attached to virtue she does not forsake him
as tbe Sunlight foreakes not mount Meru.
Blessed are you algo, Oh Lakshmmana, since
yon are serving your ever-iruthful brother
Rama of divine splendour. Noble indeed
jn this thy resolve and bigh is your pros-
perity. The fact that you follow bim—this
ie certainly the road to heaven. Speakiog
thus, the people who followed their bheloved
prince, tha joy of the Ikshvakus, were not
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able to sontrol their tears that rolled down
in torrente.

Then the grivi-stricken King, surrounded
with his mournful wives came out of bis
ahode saying "I shall see my dear son.”
He heard a mighty noise in front of bim
procesding from the wesping women jusé
like the noise made by she-alepbants when a
great malo-slephant in taken captive. The
father of Bama, the illustrious Kekuteths
appeared then shorn of splendour just like
the full moon at the time of its being
eclipsed by the plapet. At that time the
illustrious and incomprebensible Rama, the
son of Dasaratha urged his charioteer 1o
drive the horses with greater speed. Rama
said to the chariotear ‘' Drive fast”, the
people said * stop.” Thus urged in the way,
the charloteer was vot able to do hoth waye
at once. When the highly powerful Rama
wont out, the duet of the roads raised hy the
wheéels of the car was laid to rest by the
torrents of tears that poured down from the
weeping towuspeople. Weak and pitifal
with wesping tears, and senseless with the
orieg of ““Alas, Alns,” the whole town be~
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came highly distressed at the departure of
Rawa. The tears cansed by woe fell down
from the eyes of femsles just like the rain.
drops from the lotuses shaken by the dis.
turbing movements of the fish. When he,
the kingz of high renown, saw that onme
thought held all the town, he fell down in
grief like a tres whose root bas been ouns
sway. Then thera arose 8 mighty ory from
behind Rama's car from the people who saw
the King faint under the grief too great to
bear. Soms peopls cried “ Alas Rama,”
others eried " Ah, Rams’s mothar.” Thus
all the people wept aloud salong with the
tadies of the Zenana.

Then turning back, Bama saw that his
sorrow-siricken and bewildered father, the
King, along with his mother, was following
kis track. Bound by tha bonds of dharma he
could not well hekiuld his mother just like
& young calf bound by efrings. As he cast
one mournful look on his parenta with their
weary feat— parents who, used to bliss, should
ride in oars aud who should never be tried
by sorrow— be urged on the charioteer to
drive fagter. As whea the driver's torturing
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hook goads on en élephant, the look of father
ahd mother in despair was mora thar Rama’s
heart could bear. Ae the cows return to the
gtalls whieh hold the calves ior whom they
yoarn, 30 to the car did the mother of Ramna
try to ron.  Several times did Rama loock on
his mother a8 with eries of woe zhe ran aftér
the car with wild gestures vesembling dancing
and eried aloud ' Ab Rama, Bams, Ah Sita,
Abh Lakebrmana ' aud shed copious tears en
account of Rama, Lakshmana and Sita. The
King cried aloud ‘' Stop' and Rama gaid
“On, on, speed away.” Between these
contradietory  instruetions Sumantra felt
himself as between two wheels. Rama toid
Bumantra '‘ If you are taken to task by the
King yoo may tell him ‘T did not hear you’,
but now drive on sinee a lengthened woe ia
hitterest pain.” In gbedience to the words
of Rama, the chanotear diemissed the erowd
that preszed towards: hlm and uvrged op the
horses which wera alreudy running fast. The
King's aitendants thén turned back after
going round Rana, bt mentally and by the
awift low of thelr tears the people did not
turn back. Then the winisters told that
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mighty monarch Dasarathe tbus—"He that
is expeoted to returu shouid oot be followed
far'’ With perspiriog limbs and drooping
mien, the Kiog heard their exceedingly wise
gounsel and stopped short; B8till on their
son, the distressed King and QQueen kept fast
their lingering eyes.




CANTO XLI

ﬂgfﬂémﬁ

Z@ it OLDING their bands the

two tigers among men

i went out of the eity and
then there arose from

- the ladies’ bower n
$r\f._:p ﬂ§ :Ir.inhty ery of distress,
‘vf—\: # Where goes be now,
our lord, the sure pro-

tector of the friendless poor, in whom the
wratched and the weak were wont to seek
defence and aid ? He furned aside al! words
ot wrath and aven when ourged never
replied in ire, He shared bis people’s woe
and atilled the tronbled breast which rage
Lnd filed. Where goss that highly noble
and effulgent one now, he who alwaye
looked on eaoh of ux as on his own mother
Kansalya? Harassed by Eaikeyi, the King '
thas ordered bim to the foreat. Where goes
b now, ke who is the protector of the whole
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world and its peoples?  Ah, seuscless King,
3¢ drive away the bope of men, iheir guard
and stay, to banish o the distant wood,
Rams, the duteous, ttue aud good!” Thus
Jid the royal dames, |ike cows beveaved of
their young calves, weep hitteily oppressed
with grief and ery ulond  Tho Lord of
Tarth beard the terrible ery of distress
procesding trom the Jenans and eonsumed
by the griel for his dear sem, he hecume
mightily atticted. The housebolders did
not pertorm the wguekatra ey did they
cook 'n their houses The subjects did not
perform any of their duties and meanwhile
tla:a Suo bad set. The slephants tlung their
food aside aud the cows denied milk to their
thirety ealves. Mothers were uot pleased
at the sight of their fivst-born. Prisanku
Lohitanga, Brihaspats, Lrdhn, wod all the
vlavete spproached the Moon and stood
wi_th fierce aspects. The lunat stars with-
held their light and the plancts were no
longer hright and the Visakhat lit the air
wit}: t,h_air horrid glare.  Ag the mighty
oopan heaves and raven when tossed, by
the fary of the periodioal Tempest, thus all
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Ayodhya reeled when Rama went to the
forest. Al the Quarters were agitated as
tbough surrounded hy darkness. Neither
did- the planets nor the stars emit any light
whatever, Chilling grief and derk despair
fell suddenly on all men there. Their
wonted pastime all forgot, nor thought of food
or touched it not. And ceaselessly consumed
by grief and breathing-long drawn-ou: sighs,
all the people in Ayodhya sympathised with
the monarech of the world. Crowds in the
roysl street were seen with weeping aye and
troabled mienr: no more a people gay and
clad, each bead and heart was sick and sad.
No more did the wind blow cool, no more
wan the Moon plessant to sea. The Sun did
not glow and the whole world was plunged
in woe. Bong, brothers, husbands aud wives
forgot the tiea that bound them to each other
and all of them thought of Ramsa ouly.
Deprived of sense and oppressed by the
burden of sorrow, tha friende of Rama turned
not to slumisy or repess. Dike Burdl with all
her mountaing bereft of Porandara, Ayodbys,
hereft of the moble Rama, was farcely
R il 17
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troubled by fear and sorrow’s force and shook
with many a throe, while elephant, warrior
and borse sent up the cry of woe.




CANTO XLIL

S long ag was geen afar the
dust that marked the course
of Rama's ear, the glory of
Ikshvaku's race did not
turn away his eager faee,
As long as he heheld his
dear and exceedingly virbu-
ons son, &0 long he appeared

to grow in eize as it were on the ground

eager after seeing his son. But when he
vould not view even the dust that marked
the course of Ramas, bhe fell down on the
ground fainting and overcome with griaf,
Immediately the Queen Kausalys supported
bim on the right by taking hold of bis vight
band and Kaikevi, the beloved of Bharata,
eama to the lefi side. The King, within
whose ordered soul Justice and Virtne held
control, turned to Kaikeyi snd esid with
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Qistressed senses—" Touob not my body, Ob
Kaikeyi whose soul can plot all sin, touch
me not. You ave neither a loving wife nor
o relation to me. Never again would I look
on you. I will have pothing to do with
your retinue nor they with me. You whose
aolfish heart seeks only worldly wealth and
who have given up all virbue, a3 welt as your
hird which I held in  wedlock and the
sheps that I took round the fire, all these
I renounce hoth in this world and in the
next. If Bbarata too e glad at bhaving
obtained this vast Xinpdom, lot not the
funern! offerings given by him reach me.”.

Then having raised that lord of men who
was covered all over with dust, Queen
Kausslya, stricken with grief, turned hack.
As one whose hand has touobed the fire, or
glain & Brabmin in his ire, he felt his heart
torn with sorrow, still thinking of his
forlorn son. Each step was a torture to
bim as each step showed the tracks of the
obariot and care and anguizh darkened him
just ag the aeclipged Sun grows dim. As he
ttiought of his dear son &gain and again
bhe beeawe distraught hy woe and odded



5—21] AYODHYAKANDA. 261

sloud. And when he learnt that the oar
conveying his son had sped beyond the sity,
be enid thus—"" I still bebold the foot-prints
mazde by the good horses that conveyed my
son afar, but that noble Rems is not to be
seen. Ab, my son, oy firet and best, who
was wont to rest on pleasauot conches, with
limbs perfumed with sandal and fanned by
many a fair beauty's tender bands, he will
surely lie down to-day ubnderneath some
tree with a log or a sione as a pillow.
Nepleoted and covered over with dust, he
will rise up from the ground heaving long
gighs, just like the huskand elephant coming
forth from the mountain sides. The
dwellers of the forest will surely bhebold tbe
tong-armed hero, ibe lord of the world, roused
from bis hed, roam about in the forest like
one helpless. That beloved daughter of
Janaka, always vsed to all comforie will surely
rench the foreat to-day, worn ard tired with
the piercing thorns. Not nccustomed
to the forest, ehe will suorely get frightened
at the wild beasts’ deep roaring there, whose
voices lift the shuddering hair. Oh Kaikeyi,
Glorify yoursell in your baving obiained
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your desire, Enjoy the HKingdom ag a
widow. For bereft of that tiger among men,
I do not care to live,” Thus lamenting,
the King, surrounded by crowds of people,
entered the best of towns like one, pewly
bathed after the performance of the funeral
ceremonies. Whichever side he turped, naught
met his gaze bub empbty horses, courts and
ways. The bazars and the femples were
all closed. Countless feet no longer trod
the royal streat. All were thinking of Rama
only and were weak, worn and woe-subduad.
Beholding the oity in suech a plight, the
Kirg entared bis abode just a3 the Sun sinks
into the cloud. The royal residence, now
bereft of Rama, Vaidehi and Lakshmana
looked like a‘deep and unagitated pit from
which the sevpent has been horne away
by Geruda, the king of Dbirds. Then with
ehohing sobs and voiee balf-apent, the King
renewed his sad lament and with broken
utterance faint and low, scarce could he
speak these words of woe—'Lead me on
quickly to the abode of Kausalya, the mother
of Rama. In no other placs will there be
any relief for my heart.” When be said
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thus, the warders of the palace took hiwm
-to the abode of Kausalya and laid him there
meekly, BEven after he entered the sbode
of Knusalya and reated bimself on the eouch,
hie mind was extremely agitated, The King
beheld the palace bereft of his two ronms
and devoid of his danghter-in-law jushlike
the sky without the Moon. Apnd sseing it
the voble and hercie monarch raised aloft
his hande and in a lond voice oried oui
"Alas Raghbava, you have forsaken me,
Hapypy are these favoured people -ho gball
live at that time and behold the return of
Rama and embrace him on hir return.”
Then came the night, whose batel gloom
fz11 oo him like the night of doom. As
midnight Dasaratha spake thus to Kausalys
—"“ My gight which followed Rama has
not veb retuvsed. T do not see you, Oh
Knusnlya. Touch wme wall with your hand.”
Then that Queen hebicid the lord of men,
lying on the bhed with all biz thoughts
engrossed solely on Rama, sat hy him and
with a highly distressed beart, zighed hard
anid hewailed much.

Xt
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% ABEFULLY observing the
monarch lying or the asouch
with grief, Kausalya, dis-
tressed on sceount of the
separation from her son,
spoke thus to the Jord of the
earth—'* Having vented her
venom upon Raghava, tha
tiger among men, Kaikeyl will nmow roam
ahout like o she-serpent that is set free.
Having obtained her desire by the banish-
ment of Rama she will be all tha more eager
to Irightenr me still further here at home,
just like a wicked serpent, If Rama had
‘atayed here in the town begging his food
from door to door or even if my son had
been enslaved to do Kaikeyi's will, even
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these would have been & boon highly
preferable to his hanishment. But Kaikeyi,
in her free wili, ochose to burl down Rama
from his high estate just like the demon's
portion of the oblations offered by the
Ahitagni during the parvas. The mighty
armed and beroic bowman with his gait
resembling the king of elepbants, surely
enters the forest with his wife and with
Lakshmana. Despatched by you to the
woods at the command of Kaikevi, to what
plight will they, not inored to privations, be
reduced in the forest? Bereft of ornaments,
these youngeters of tender vears, banished
at the ripe time of enjoyment, how would
they meekly live in the forest with fruits
and roots as their fpod? Oh, that my years
of woe were passed and the glad hour were
come at last, when I shall see here my dear
children, Bana, with his wife and with
Lakebhmana! WWhen will thoss two heroes
raturn as from sleep and go back to Ayodhya
and when will the famous Ayodbys,
bebolding the return from the forest of the
two tigers among men, become wild with
gles, decked with wreaths and oplifted
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banners and dance with joy just like the
ocean during the full meon? When will, the
strong-armed hero Ramg drive through the
eity, placing Sita before him in the oar, just
like a mighty bull following che eow ? When
will thousande of people meet my sons in
the royal roads and throw, in joyous
weloome, fried graioe on those two repressors
of foes as they enter the town? When will
I hebold those two, resembling two mountains
with their peaks, enter the fown with
lovely ear-rings and with their weapons
and swords? When shall youthful bands
of twice-horn maidens, hearing in their
bands fruits and flowars in goodly show,
£o civeling round Ayodbya with gladdened
heoarta ? With the ripened judgment of a
gage and godiike in his blooming age, when
shall my virtuous son return to cheer our
hearts like timely rain? Undoubtedly, Oh
hero, in a former life, T think [ have most
crueily ent off tha ndders of the kine and
loft their thirgty calves to pine. On account
of that sin, Oh tiger among men, I am now
foreibly deprived by Kaikeyi of my son to
-whom | am 8o very fondiy attached, just like
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& cow being robbed of ita .mlf by the lion. I
do not eare to live bereft of my only son,
who is endowed with all wirtuous qualities
and who is well-versed in all the sastras.
There i8 no zest in lifs for me here when
¥ do not see my h2loved son, mighty armed
and bigbhly powerfuk As in summer the
divine sun burns this earth with his Serce
-raye, even so this reging fire of grief, osused
by the separation from my son, consumes-
me."”




o ; 8 the Lest of dames, Enu-
: R salya, was lamenting

" o0 thus, Bumitra, ever abid-
ing in virtue, spoke to
her these words full
of dharma:—"' Your sob,
Oh noble lady, is graced
with all virtues and stands forewost among
men. Wby then do you bewail thus or
weep bitterly 7 If the powerful Ramsa has
hastened to the woods leaving the kingdom,
it is for the purpose of making the words of
his noble father good and frue. Thus Rame
olings to the path of virtue, the path to
which the righteous oleave and which
suraly confers permanent welfare heraafter.
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Bueh an excellent one should never be
grieved for. And the faultiess Lakshmana
too, kind to all creatures, follows alwaye the
same noble course and this ia certainly to
the advantage of that noble soul. And Sita,
who i3 worthy of all tender rare and whe
knows well the hardabips of iorsst-life,
still follows your virtnous som. Virctuous,
true snd eareful of hia vow, vour son bas
now unfurled the banner of his fame through
all the world. What has he ileft {o aim at
now ? Wall-knowing the uuvequalled purity
and greatness of Rama, the Sun is wnot
likely to afilict him with the heat of his rays.
Through the forest glades, a soft aunspisious
hreeze shsll spring for bhim and bring its
tempered heat and cold to play sround bim
at all times, The Mcon, with ita cool beamns,
shall delight the faultless hero during nighis
when he is lying down and eball ecothe him
with the soft caress of a fond parent's
tenderness. Bsholding the lord of asuras,
the son of Timidhvaja elasin in battle by the
highly effulgent Rama, the God Brahms
gave bo him the divine astras. Sueh a hero,
such s tigar among men, relying on the
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strength of hiz own arms, will fearlessly
dwell in the forest ar in bin own house.
His stricken foemen fall and die whenever
ke lets bis arrows fly ; and ie that prince of
peetless worth too weak to keep and sway
the earth? His sweet pure souwl, his
beanty's charm, bis hero-heart and warlike
arm wiil soon redeem his rightful reign when
he comes again from the woods, He will he
the sun of the sun, the fire of the fire and
the lord of the lord ; he will he the lustre of
the lastrous, the famo of the famous and
the patience of the forbearing; He is the
God of the Gods and the foremost of all
oreatures, Whether in the kingdom or in
the town what evil qualities could bLe found
in him, Ob lady ? That beat of men, Rama,
ia sure o be ingtalled in the kingdom along
with these three 147, the Earth, Vaidehi
and the Goddess of fortune. He, seeing
whose departure all the people of Ayodhya
became distressed with overwhelming grief
and shed beart-rending tears, the same
ircepressible lord, as he went his way
wearing kusa and bark-dress, waa followed
by Lakebmi in the guize of S8ita. Hencs
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what ie there that is unattainable by bim ?
And what is there that isincapable of being
attained by him when in froot of him goes
forth Laksbmana hituself, the best of those
that wield the bow, with his arrows, swords
and astras > You shall surely see your son
return again after completing the period of
residence in the forest. Leave off thy grief
and gloom, O lady, I am speaking to you
the truth. You sball, Oh fanitless and
auspicious lady, see vour son rise up like
$he moon and worship with his head bhoth
these feet of yours. You shall soon shed
tears of joy on seeiug your son re-eater the
Kingdoin aud installed there in all glory.
Do not grieve, Oh lady, do not Jament. Evil
cannot touch Bama. You shall soon see
your son along with Bita and Laksbmana.
Oh sinless one, It is for you now to console
all thess people. Why then, Oh revered
lady, do you suffer your hesmrt $o be thus
overpowerad ? It does not hshove you to
grieve, Ob lady, besause Bama is your son
and theve is noue else in this world besides
Rema who sticks to the virtuous path.
Bsholding your son bow to yeu in the
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company of hip frienda, you ghall scon shed
tears of joy just like the cloud during the
raimy season. Your son, eapabls of granting
all boong, shall soon re-enter Ayvodhya and
with his soft and tonder handa press youar
feet. As the long chains of clond pour bhair
water when they see the hill, so sball the
drops of vaptura soon ran from thy glad eyes
to see your son returaing, as be lowly bends
to greet thee, surrounded by all his iriends.”
Thus the fair and I[sultless lady Bumitra,
gkilled in uttering refveshing words, soothed
and consoled the mother of Rama by her
goft and variad words and then ceased
tatking. Hearing those worde of the
mother of Likshmaoa, the grief of the
mwother of Ramg and the wife of the lord of
man immediately left her body just as tha
light antumnal eloud surcharged wish alight

e



EARNING after the noble
Rawma, bimve and true,
the peopls followed bim
wheb he went o dwell
in the forest. Hveu
wben the King in the
midst of his Iriands wra
restraived from pro-
.peeding further, these people who follpwed
the car of Bama did not turn back. For,
they who dwelt in Ayodbys felt suoh fond
.affection for him, who, coupled with all grace
ang glories high, was the dear full moen of
.every eye. Though entreated muoh by bis
people, Kekutsthe was firmo in hin rescive to
make bis father's words true and prooéeded
40 the forest ouly. Deep in the hera's bosom
their love, whose pigns bie glad eyes
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drank., He spoke in a loving tone to cheer
them, as his own deer children, * Whatever
tove and regard are had for me by those who-
dwell in Ayodhya, let the same be transferred:
in grenter measure to Bharata, in ovder
that I may be pleased. For he of auspicious
behnviour, the enhancer of the joy of Raikeyi, .
will duly do whatever is good and pleasant
to you. Im judgment old, in years a child,
with hercie victues meek and mild, a fitting-
lord is he to oheer his people and remove-
their fear. Conpled with all royal qualitiss,
and seleated as the yuvaraja, he is by far
grenter than me. It behoves vou to obey
your master's commands. If you are eager-
to do what wonld be pleasing to me, it
behoves you to act in sueh s way thas the
moperch may not grieve when I am gone to-
the forest.” The more the son of Dasaraths
adhered to the path of filisl duty, the wmore
the people longed for Bama ae their lord.
Bama, tv company with the son of Sumitia,.
appearcd as it were to bind more closely
with the chords of his excellent qualities.
and draw towards him the townspeople
who were all meek and filled witk tears.
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The saintly twice-born, triply old, in know-
ledge, age and energy, with hoary heads
that shook, rpised their voices and spoke
alond from a distance. “' Ob steeds, best and
necbleat, who whirl Rama’s car so swiftly, go
wot, but return and be to your maater kind
sod trite. Duomb oreatures do indesd have
ears to listen and especially so the borses.
Theralore hanving ovr aries of entreaty you
had bettar return. Pure by ths observance
of dbarma, heroic and frm io keeping his
nobie vows, your lord shounld indeed be taksn
into thes city and not away from it to the
forest.”” As soon a8 be saw those aged
twico-born men stand there lamenting in
their misery, Bama got down in haste from
the car and in company with Bita and
Lakshmana, Rams, bound to the forest,
want on foob to $heir side suitiog his siride
to that of those old people. He could not
with pitying heart and tendor eys, bear to
pass in bis chariot the twico born throng as
wearledly they walked slong. When they
noticed the steps of Rama etill pursuivg his
onward course, woe shook the ¢rounbled
heart of each mod - hurot with griel, they
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spoke thus:—'' With thee, Oh Rama, to the
weod all Brahmine go, as well aa all Brabmin-
bood. Boroe on our aged shoulders see our
fires of worship go with thee. Behold these
bright umbrellas got from the Vsajapeya
sacriflces borne hehind you like cloudiots in
the autumn wind. With these umbrellas got
from the Vsjapeya eacrifice, we will give
ghads fo you, vow destitute of your own white
nmbrella, when you aball feel the heat of the
solar rays. That intelligence of ours which
alwaya followe the Vedic mentras ia now
turned towards you, Oh eobild, and is ready
to follow you to the forest. Deep in our
aged bosoms lies the Vedic lore, the wealth
we prige, Just a8 our wives protected by
their chaste and dutiful conduet live st
home only. There is no necessity to make
any fregh resplve, sinee our hearts are
already well fixed to follow you. If you
yourssll neglect dbarma, what dharme ie
there for us to emgerly expect? Oh noble
prioee, retrace thy way. Hear us, Ob Rawma,
a# we lay, with many tears and many
prayers, our agaed hends and swan-white
bairs low in the dust before thy feet. Full
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many of these who now rtn with thes bad
just begun their saorifleial rites wnd their
complation depends, Ok ohild, on thy raturn.
All rooted life and things that move cherish
deep affection to you, Oh Rama, and you nra
when, entreated by such devotion you had
better show some favour. Tall fowering trees
deprived of motion since rooted fast to the
earth and hence incapable of {oilowing you,
are hewailing loudly in groans and sighs
when the wild wind runsbes by. The gay
birds do no more flit through the air, bak
foodless and in » melonckoly mood, sit
fogether on the trees and appeal to you
whose kind heart feels for all.” As the aged
Brabmins wailed thus with wild lamentations
with the object of turning him bwaok, the
river Tamasa seewmed {0 help them by
obatruoting the course of Raghava. Then
Sumantra freed from the car the weary
ateeds and groomed them with utmost heed.
He bathed and dried their limbs and after
waking them drink water,” ha allowed them
to rosm at pleasure in the grassy mead
not far from tire Tamasa river.

e



CANTO XLVL

BRRIVED at the gelightful
hanks of the Tamaas, Rama,
the ohief of Raghu's race,
first looked on Sita snd
then spoke thus to Laksh-
magna, the son of Sumitra.
“ Since we started on our
way to the forest, this is the

firgt night that has descended on us. Joy to

thes, Baumitri; do not grieve for our dear home
and all we have left behind, Behold these
empty foreste weeping an it were sll around
v8, a8 the beasts and hirds that iohabit it
retire to their respective abodes for rest.

To-day the city of ‘Ayodhya, the oapital of

my father's kingdon, with its men and
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- women, will surely grieve for ug who have
.departed thence. For indeed, Ob best of
-men, by the numerous good gualities, the
people are attached to the Kiog, yourself
-and mysell as also to Bharata and Sairughna.
1 fool deapiy for our father and ouy illusirions
-mother, lest weeping for ns bitterly, they
blind their eyes with endless tears. Bharata
is really very virtuous and he will surely
oonacle our father and my mother with
words full of dharmn, artha, and kama.
When I consider over and over on Bharata's
“kind love, I do not grieve, Oh Lakebhmana,
for our father and mother. You have done
.the right thing, Ob siger among men, in
.following me to the foreat; elae I should
.bave scught elsewhere for belp to -guard
Vaidehi, I will spend this night, Oh Sanmitri,
parteking of pure water only. This is just
.what I like though the forest provides varied
store."

Having spokes thua to Lakshmana, Rema
-tursed to Sumantra and addressed him
thug -~ Be most diligent to-night, my
-friand, and tend the borses with' due eara.”
“Wheo the Sun had sst, Sumanira fastened
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the borses side by ailde, gave them plenty
of grass and then returned. Having duly
performed the auspicious evening Sandhya,
they obeserved the shades of night falling
around them. Then the ocharioteer, in
company with Saumitri, prepared a bed for
Rama. Beeing that bed made of the leaves
of trees on the banks of the Tamasa, Rama,
aleng with his wife and Saumibri, cocupied it.
When Lakshmana saw that his brother and
his wile were sound asleep, he began to.
narrate in detail to the sharioteer the various
qgualities of Rama. Kven ms the son of
Bumitra, remaininglawake the whale night,
wus engaged on the bauks of the Tamasa in
expatiating to the sharioteer on the numerous
virtues of Rama, the Sun aross. Thus near the
ghore of the river Tamasa, over which
numevrous herda of cows always wandered,
Rame stayed that night along with the-
subjeots. Rising up early io the morning, the
bighly effuigent Rama saw bis subjecta
slegping and told hie brother Laskhmana
of suspicioue marks—" Behold now, Oh.
Liskshmane, these people reclining at the
rocts of trees, having resigned il thoughts
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of their houses and earing for us o:ily with
ail their heart and soul. The resolve that
these townemen have made to somehow turn
us back is very firm and they would even
give up their lives in their atbetmpt and
{ am sura they would never give up their
resolve. Come, while they sleep nll unsonseious,
lot ua lightly get gn our chariot and spaed
swiltly on our journey with naught to
impede our progress. No more shall these
inhabitants of the eity of the Lkshvakus
gleap underneath the trees following me
still on acoount of their attachment to me.
A prinee sbould beal with teoder carve the
self-brought woes which hia people feel and
ghould never let Lis subjects share the
bardships he is foroed to bear.”

f.zkshmanpa then replied thua to Rawa who
stood there as Virtus embodied—" Your sug-
gestion commends iteslf very much to me,
Oh wise brother. Speedily aseend the oar.”
Ther Ramsa asked Sumantra to yoke the
horses to the oar saying “ I will go hence to
the foreet quickly, Oh lord” Then the
ohariotesr, in ail hnste, yoked the horses
to the chariot and with folded bhande res--
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_peotiully informed Rams thus:—‘ Your cer
.is ready yoked, Oh highly powerful hero,
-QOh bravest of the echariot-horne; May
you be plessed to get into the same
-along with Sita and Lakshmavs : may good
.petide you.” Climbing the cer with all his
equipments, the best of Raghu'n race crossed
the Temasa, the rapidly rushing viver abound.
ing in eddies. Having erossed the river, the
mighty-armed wnd illastrions Rama came
upon & road both wide and clear of thorns
and where avan the timid nead not fear for
anything, In order to decsive the towns-
people, Rama dirested the charioteer thns—
“ Oh charioteer, seated in the chariot, drive
porthward. BSpeeding fast for about an bour
in that direction, turn then the other way so
that the sitizens may Dot perceive the course
followed. Pray attend to thia aearefully.”

Heuring the words of Eama, the chariotesr
did secordingly. On his return he informed
Rama that she car was ready. Thoen those
two perpetrators ol the race of Raghu, in
company with Sits, seated themsslves on the
oar that stood ready yoked and immediately
tbe chariotesr urged the horses o procesd
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by the road that led to the penanse-grove.
-Seated on the oar along with the sharioteer the
-gon of Dassrathas, the mighty car-warrior,
-drove to the forest after firet turning the
‘bead of the oar towards the North om
.acoouvt of its producing sll anspicionspess
-during the journey.




| HEN night gave pliace to
dawn of day, the towns-
peopie rore up and not
finding Rama by them,
they  became  grief-
stricken and motionless
with bewildered sensea.
The woe-born tesrs were
running fast as they cast their eyes all
around and looked highly distressed, bui
thay could oot find a single trace of Rama.
Bereft of Rama good and wise, with drooping
oheer and weaping eyes, the woe.distracted
asges gave went to their sorrow by mesans
of wild laments. “Woe to the slesp that
stole our senses with its beguiling influenoce, .
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that now we look in vain for Rama of the
broad chest and stalwart limb. How oconld
the strong-asrmed haro adopt this deceitful
course and go out to the forest abandoning
all his davoted followers ? How can he, who
used to cherisbh us always as a foad father
the children born of his womb, how rcan the
pride of Raghu's race abandon us and resort
to the forest? Here lot us all prepare for
death or start on the last (ircat Journey.
Nor that we are berefi of Rama, what ie the
use of life for us ? Thkere nre buge itrunks
of dry wood to he got here in plepty.
Lightivg the funeral pyre with ithem we
shall all embter the tire. What shall wa
speak 7 How can we say that we followed
ou his way the highly powerfal Rama wbo
speaks sweetly and who thioks no wrong.
Burely the forlorn eity of Ayvodhya with ita
wamen, ohildven and aged peopls, when it
‘bebolde ta refurn without Bagbava, will be
plunged in desp sorrow and hopeless
misery. We came forth with that peerless
-ohief who was always self-eontrolled and
how shall we now dare to look hack on ihai
down withous him ?”
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Complaining thus with varied ery they:
toased on high their aged arms and they
orisd aloud with sad hearte wrung with
grief just like cows when deprived of-
their calves, A while they followed on
the rosd whick showed traces of his
ohariot but when at length those traces
faildd, » doep dsspair assmiled their
bearts. When thoy discerned no more the-
ohariot marks, these hopeless sages turned-
backward saying ' Ab, what is this? What-
shal! wa do ? We have been foiled by Fate.”
Then with distreased hearte they took the
path by which they ocame and reached
Avodhya, the city whose good people were
one and all oppressed with geief. With
troubled spirits quite cast down, they lookad
upon the roya! town, and from their eyes
oppressed with woe their tears again began
to fow. Bereft of Rama this oity did not
look besutiful jast like & dull river or lake-
robbed of every snake by Garude. Dark
and dismal as the moonless sky or as » aea
whose bed is dry, so sad and dead to every
ploasure wea the town they bebeld in greab:
disiress. Deprived of their sensse by grief,
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they entered their wealthy mansions with
great diffioulty and on aceount of the loas
of all cheer in their hearts they could not
distinguish between their own kinsmen and:
othera though they looked at them minataly. .




I HE citizens that followed
5 Rawa returned thus grief-
. #tricken, bighly distressed,

with tears tlooding thair

eyes, and sorrowflully

pnnt.ing for death. It ap-

s pem‘ed that life bed alraady

gone out of those hearts which wers filled
with piercing sortow. Each eame to his
reapective house and surrounded hy their
wives and children thay ehed copious tears
which spread in torrents over their cheeks,

They did not rejoide, ibey did not mske

merry ; the trader did not exbibit bis

wates, the sbops were not lively and the
boussholders did not ook ; none rsjoiced
on the recovery of lost tressure or on the
.attaining of immense wealth. Boarce the
yonthful motber amiled to see her firgh, her
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new-horn ohild. In every house the woman
wailed and assailed her returning lord with
keen taunting words that pierced like tha
steel the elephants. “ Of what use to them
ara their houses, wives, wealth, sone aor
pleasures, whose syes do no more look on
Rams ? Lakshmana is the only man of real
worth, he whbo with 8ita, follows Rama of
the lineage of Kakutstha and serves him in
the forest. Those pools and lazkes and
streams are made holy for all time to come,
in whose pure waters Kakutstha sball bathe.
Each forest, dark with lovely trees, shall
yearn t0 please Kakutstha ; ench mountain
peak and woody hill, sach mighty flood and
maay rill, each rocky height and shady
grove where Rama rove, camnot but gladly
woloome their hooonred guest with the best
of all they have. The trees that bear
clustering blossoms and bright-hued buds
ghall delight the heart of RBama and cheer
him on the breezy beight. For him the up-
Iand slopes will show the choicest fHowers
and fruits that grow and fling before him
all their wealth even hefore the due season.
The orystal water shall fow for him from
R ii 16
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each hill and the floods of the mountain-
ptroams ghall be displayved In many »
thousand cascads- The treex on the tops
of the hills ghall eurely delight Rama.
‘Where Rama stands, theve is no fear, no
danger comes if he ba near. For he is indesd
s bero, highly powerful and is the son of
Dasarathe. Lst us all follow him befora he
goen a long distance away. BEven the
sbadow of the feet of such a noble master
wonld snvely bring us happiness. He is the
Lord of all these paople, be is our main-stay
and he is onr sole refuge. We shall attend
on Bita and you had better serve Rama.”
Thus did the women of the town addross,
with grief-s{ricken hearts, their respective
busbands. ' Rama shall he your guard and
guide in the forest and Sits shall similarly
provide for us, the mambers of the weaker
gex. For, who would ocare to linger here,
where all is sad and dark and drear? Wheo
would hope for blies amid the mourners in
a poor soulless town like thia? If this
kingdom belonge to Kaikeyi, it will ba devoid
of virtnes and wiil hacoms protectorless. Of
what avail then o ue i life itself, not
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t0 epeak of sons and wealth. If ghe,
-sednoed by the lust of power, could cast
away her lord and sopn, whom else would
she spare, the base defiler of her royal race ?
‘We swear by our children that so long as
Kaikeyi in alive we, living, will naver remain
.in her kingdom though maintained by her.
“Who oan live happily under that unrighteous,
wieked and oruel wreteh who has sent into
-axile the son of our lord and monarsh?
Bowed down by her oppressive hand all the
Tand will become helpless and lordless, and
Awilt destruction will seize everything
:beoause of her. Now that Rama has been
.exiled, the Emperor will not surely live long
and when Dagseraths is dead, ruin will
«loubtless foliow fast, Therefore you, who
are now in dire diffienlties with all your
merits lost, had hetter either drink poison
-or share Rama's lot or disappear into oblivion
and be not heard of, Nothing bhut a false
pretence drove Rama, Sita and Lsakshmana
hence and we have been left to Bharata
Jike ecattle in the shambles. With hiy
-countenance resembling the fuil moon, and
with his dark complexion, with hiz handsg
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reaching the knees and with his lodus eyes,
Rama, the repragsor of foes and the eldar
brother of Lakshmana is the first to epeak
slways. Sweet voiced and truth-spesking,
the highly powerinl Ramas is lovely to bahold-
like the moon and is beloved of the whole
worid. Surely that tiger among men whose-
prowess resembles that of & rutted elephant
will grace the forests as the mighty warrior
wanders there.”” While thay were lamenting-
thus in the ¢ity, the countrywomen,
consumed with grief, oried alond just as
people stricken with panic at the approach
of death. While in each house the women:
bewailed thus on account of Rama the Bun
set and night advanced. The fires of sncritios-
were sll cold, no $ext was hummed, no
edifying tales were told, and the shades of
midnight gloom eame down enveloping the
mournful town. With perfect stillness in-
the bazaar streebs, with all joy gone and
with no support, the town - of Ayodhya
-looked gloomwy like the sky without the
stave. Btill, sick at besrt and with senges
lous, the women shed tears for Rama es
gor their own son or brother exiled, for
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Rama was indeed loved more than their own
ohildren, The town of Ayodhya where the
feast, musie, song and dance had ceased,
as algo all merriment and glee and where
- svery merchant’s store was closed, resembled
now the mighty ocean with all iis waters
-dried up.
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CANTO XLIX.

] OW Bama; slso, the best of
men, keeping in mind
his father's commands,
bad spad over many a
leagua of rond ere the
night was passed, and as-
he sped his onward
courge the morn dispelled’
tbe wshades of night. Parforming the-
auspicious morning sandhye, be surveyed.
the ocountry all around. Obgerving the
villages with ploughed fields on their skirts
and the foresie with numerouns fowers, be
proceeded in fact very fast with the help
of thosa excellent horses, tkough he appeared
to go alow. As Rama proecedsd along he
heard the peasants living in those villages
sposking o esch other thus.—" Fie on
King Dassratha who bas yielded himself
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up o love's control.” Fis on the oruel and
ginfu! Kaikeyi sver bent on evil deeds;
malicious and fierce she has passed all
bounds of right and virte and has send
to the forest as an exile such a highly wise
and tender-hearted son of the monarch who
bhad controlled the senses. How will that
exalied lady, Bita, the joy of King Janaks,
over accustomed to pleasures, experience the
hardships of the forest. Alas! King
Dasgaratha {s affectionless, sinee he has
abandoned his gon, the faultless Rama,
beloved of his subjects.”” Hearing these
words of tbe peasents who lived in the
villages by the way, the lord of Kosala,
the bero Rema, quickly left Kosala behind
him, Then crossing the anspicious Hoods of
the river Vedasruti, Reama went in the
direction of the quarter in whioch sage
Agastys resided. Still he gped on for many
en hour and crossed the siream-—the herd-
frequented Gomati—whose cooling tide rolls
onward till sbe meets the sea. Borne
by his rapid horses he reached that river's
further shore and then crossed the Byandika
which resounded with the soreams of
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peacocks and awans. Then as he iourneyed
on the rond Rama shewed to Vsidshi the
populous land which Manu of old gave to
King Ikshvaku. The glorious prince, the
lord of men, frequently addressed the
charioteer as ‘' Oh, Suta ™ and with & swan-
like voice loud and olear told him thus:—
“ When shall I return again and roam sbont
sporting in the floral woods on the banks of
the Sarayu in conjunction with my father
and mother? In this world, bunting in the
forest is the recreation ovdained for the
gage-like kings, and has been alwayas followed
in season by the descendsnts of Manu and
1s ever eagerly coveted by bowmen, I do
not desire to indulge tuo mueh in bunting
in the forests of the Barayu but this is an
unequslled recreation in this world approved
for the royal maints.”” Thus speeding on
without rest or stay, Ikshvaku’s son pursued
bis way. Oft his sweet voice broke the
silence and spoke thue to the chariotesr on
waried themea.

S8



CANTO L.

.. 7%}, ASSING through the exten-
1; -, . sive and lovely Kosala,
‘ the elder,Gbrother of

3 l@ Lakshmane, turped to-
('k}‘?_. wards Ayodhys and with
5 folded hands witered these

- AV words. " Farewell, Oh

best of oities, protecled

by Kakutstha, I address you as well as the
gods who dwell in your temples end goard
you. Freeing the lord of the earth from the
debt of his promiae, I will retarn from my
residence in tha forest and see you again
in company with my father and mother.”
With blood-red eves om aocout of .grief,
he raised on high his right arm and while
hot tears baedewed his oheeks he meskly
addrossed the people from the (Kosala)
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countryside. " You have shown due com-
paasion and regret for me. To grieve long
is not good. You had better therefors
depatt ko look after your intereste.” The
people bowed befors the nobla Rama,
oircled round hin and then with bitter
wailing, they hesitatingly departed, each hia.
own way. While the people wept thus
aloud unestisfied, Ramn sped bheyond their
gight jnst like the Sun disappesring at
nightfall, Then the tiger among men passed
bayond, in his oar, the delightiul city of the
Kosalas, where grain and riches bless she
land and peopls give with a liberal hand:
A lovely reslm unvexed by fear, whers
oountless shrines and seecrifieial posts
appear, where mango-groves and gardensd
grow and etreams of pleasant water flow,.
where dwells content a well-fed race and
aountless kine grace the meadows, and:
where, filled with the voice of praise and
prayer sach hamlet is worth a monarsh's
eara. Tha bravest of the brave, Rama, went
right across the middle of the prosperous
and smiling sountry full of lovely villas and
gardens, and fit to be enjoyed by the fore-
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most of kings. Then Raghava saw -the-
threo-pathed, divine, Gangs, whose waters
were cool aud lovely and free from moss, and
frequanted by great Rishis, whose paored
banks were adorned with the graocefal
asramas of eaintly sages, in whoss deep
watars sport the apsarss joyously during the
season, livaly with devas, danavas,.
gandharvas and kinnarss and frequented.
always by the beantiful wives of Nagas and
Gbandarves, with bundreds of sporting
grounds for the celestials and hundreds of
lovely gardens, coureing in the hanvens for the
sakeo of the gods, illustrious and full of divine
lotuses, with its fierce roaring caused by the
dasking of the waters, smiling as it were
with its pare white form, with its waters.
fwisted like braid in some places, while
in othars ciraling baautifully in addies, some-
fimer still and deep, sometimes rushiog
fariously, in some places sounding solemnly
snd at othars roaring dreadfully, with a host
of gode bathing in its watars and lovely with
the pure lotuses, with enjoyablea sandy
beaches in some places and pure pebbles st
others, always resoundiog with the sweet
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tcnes of swans, apd peavocks, and
chakravakas and other wild hirds, lovely in
some places with rows of frees grown on the
banks, and covered with blossomed lilies at
other plaoces, dense with innumerable lotuses
in soma places and with multitudes of white
water-lilies at others, bright with the buds
and wild as it were on nceount of the
intoxicating pollen from the different kinds
-of flowera, the remover of all sorte of dirt,
end purs a8 & gem in appeerance, the
forests on whoss banks often resound with
the tetrifie noises mede by the elephants
of the quarters, the wild end rusted elephants,
the hest of their apacies and worthy vehicles
of the gods, resembling a demsel sdorned
carefully with excellent gems, surrounded by
fraits, flowers, and shoots, as also by bushes
and birds and frequented by porpoises,
crooodiles and serpents, flowing from the feet
of Vishnu, divine, sinless and destroyer of all
sing—the Ganga which fell from the matted
looks of god Bankara beoause of the power of
tha panance of Sagara, which is the consort of
the Ocean, and which is resonant with the
noises of sarasas and kraunchas, Rama reached
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this Gangaon his way to Sringaverapura, The
mighty warrior saw the surging eddies of the
river and told the charioteer Bumantra thus :—
“ Wa shall stay here to-day. Not far from
this river there grows a lofty Ingndi tree
with numerous flowera and shoots. There
‘wo shall rest today, Ob charictear. We
sball behold the hest of rivers, whose
waters are worthy of all honour and which i
sacred alike to all—gods, asuras, gandbarvas,
bessts, birds aud men. Sayiog * very well
to Raghava, Lakshmana and SBumantra wend
with the horses to the Inpadi trea,
Reacking the lovely tree, the Joy of tha
Tkshvakna, Rama, got down from the car
along with hia wife %nd Lakshmeana,
Sumantra also got down from the esr, nan-
yoked ithe hotses and approached, with
folded bands, Rama who was stending
baneath the Eree.

It that region there lived & certain King
by name Guba who was a very dear friend of
Rama. He waa of the Nishada onste, highly
power(ul and venowned ms & mOvereign.
When hoe heard of the arrival of that tiger
among ment, Rama, be spproached him
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surrounded by his elderly ministers and
relatiops. Beholding at & distance the
spproach of the lord of Nishadas, Ramas,
along with Lakebmana, ran o meet Guha.
He, distressed at the sight, embraced Ramas
well and said—'' O Rams, This kingdom is
your own just like Ayodbhya., So let me-
know what I shall do for you., Who else,
Oh mighty armed hero, will ever see & guest
go dearas you fto me."” Then he brought
various dainty fares of every flavour, rieb
and rare and quickly fetehing the arghya,
addressed Rama thus:—" Weleome, Oh
mighty hero, all these lauds entirely belong
to thee. You are the lord here and we are
your servants, Wall may you rule our
kingdom, Haere are placed before you sweeta
foods, drinks and neectars, Hers are sofb
beds for you and bere the fodder for ibe
horses.” When Guha spoke thus, Rama
replied :—"We have been in all ways highly
honoured nnd pleased by your arrival here on
foot aud by this exbibition of your friend-
ship.” . .Then oleeping him tightly with his
gbapely bands bhe said :—"'Fortunately do I
#ee you, Oh Guha, well in bealth along with
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your relations, Is everything well with
vyour- dominions, friende and weslth ? Buk
al! thege that you have provided with friendly
affsotion, I regret I have to decline, though
1 appreciate them. Know me now to be an
ascetio roaming in the woods, following the
path of & hermit, wearing grass, bark and
hide and subsisting on fruits and roots. A
little fodder for the horsea is all I need and
and nothing elss. By this alone I shall
qonsider myself ag duly honoured. These
horses are very dear to my father, the king
Dasaratha and by these kind attentions paid
to the horses I shall be highly bononred and
pleased.” Then Guba immediately ordered
his men on the spot to quickly fetsh food
and drink for the horses. Then wearing the
bark-dress, Rama - performed the evening
sandhya and took simple water brought by
Lakshmana himgslf. When Rama with his
wife went to bed, Lakehmana washed his
fost and then seated bimsell uuder the trse.
And Guha algo, with bow in hand, eat near
and conversed with Laekshmana and the
chariotear and attentively kept faithinl watch
over Rama throughout the night. Ae the
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illostrious son of Dasaratha, of lofty soul
and rare wisdom, who had never experienced
troubles and whose life had always been one
of bliss, lay there thus, the long nighk
passed away pleasantly,




CANTO LI

5 Lakshmana still held his
vigil impslled by unatfected
love, Guha, who was distres-
ged at the sight of him,
sddressed  him  thus:—
‘Beloved youth, this plon-
sant hed is spread for your
sake ouly. Retire in it as

please and refresh yourself wall, My
men are all nocustomed to hardships whereas
you atd nsed to pleasures only. For the sake

-of ' proteoting Kakulstha we shall all be

awake, In the whole of (his world thare

B i on
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breathes none dearer to me than Rams.
These words I speak to you truly and by
trath I swear to you. I hope to attain high
rengwn in this world through his grace as-
alao extensive dharma and purve artha.
Hence in company with my relations, I will
guard, bow in hand, my dear friend Rams
who is lying dowa hare along with Sita, from
ali dangers. To me who often voam in these
forests, there ig nothing unknown. We will
oppose even a mighty army composed of the
fourforld forces.” Lakehmana then told
bim thus—" Wa have all no fear whateves
bore when you stand as our guardian—you.
who are fanltleas and who perceive always.
only the right. How can it be possibla for
me to sleap when Rama is lying down on the
ground along with Sita? How can I oare
for my life or for any plessures? He whom
even ail the gods and asuras find it impossible
to vanquish in battle, bebold biin now lying
happily with Sita on the grass. He who
way obtained after immense trouble by
means of hard penance and Vedio mantras,
she ouly déar and worthy son of Dasaratha,
with suitahle marks, when bhe goes out as an
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oxile, the King will not live long. The
Earth will surely be widowad soon. Having
wept full and loud, the women huva now
ceasad on account of fatigne. The King's
palace is now, I think, etili, without sny
oares of anguish. Kausalyas, the King, and
my mother as well, I am not sure if they
would ali live through this night. Par-
ohatoe my mother may live for the sake of
Batrughna but Knusalya, tbe mother of tha
hero, must sink beneath the cbilling grief.
That town, {ull of peopla devoted to Ramm,
the world's delight, so rioch and fair, will
share the King's grief and perish. How witl
the lifa of that noble King remain in the
body without seeing his eldest, and baloved
and noble son. When the King dies, then
Kuusalyn slso will sursly pass away and
then my mother also will perish. The past
is past; without obisining his desire, with-
out entrusting the kingdom to Bama, my
father will parish. Happy are they who, ab
the time of the death of my father, the King,
are able to perform well the funeral cere-
monies. They will happily wander about ia
the onpital of my father, lovely with its
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quadrangular courtyards and well-laid high-
ways, with its lordly edifices and palatial
rasidences, graced with excelfent courtezans,
abounding in ears, horses and elephants and
résoundiug with the notes of musical trum-
petg—the aboda of all aumspicionsness, filled
with joyous sud rich people, having gardens
and villas and celebrating popular fesfivals.
Ah! Will Dasaraila live till we return after
dwealling in the foreat? Will we be able to
sée that noble goul of firm vows on our
retorn ? When these yeara of evils are past,
may we, with joy at last, turn to Ayodhya
and sater the eity in compavy with him who
keeps his promise we!l.” While the noble
prince Lakshmana was limenting thuay dis-
trogsed with grief the night passad away.
Whaen the son of the forem >3t of man, intens
on the walfare of his subjacts spoke thus
truly, Guha hecama afficted with sorrow on
aespount of his strong affaction to Rama and
guffering frora fever shed teara just like an
elephani suffering from paiv.



CANTO LII

IGHT gave place to dawn
of dey and the illustrious
Rama of expausive cheat
apoke thus to Lakshmanoa
of amuspicions marks, the
son of Sumitra.—" This is
the time of Suprise, Ohb,
clild, the gloricus night
has passed. The besutiful davk.winged kos!
has commenced to warble. The sounds of
peacocks are heard as they ery in the forests,
May we betimes oross the swift-flowing
Gabges that Howa into the sea.” Hearing
Rama's wotds, Saomitri, the joy of his
friends, erlled GGuba and the charioteer and
stood in front of his brotber. Guhba heard
the words of Rama snd understanding
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their import, he quickly oalled the obief
osrpenter and told hia ministers there.
" Fetoh here guickly a boat, swift, strong snd
fair with rudder, oars and men.” On hearing
the commanrds of their king, the ministers of
Guba made ready a lovely boat and informed
Guha of it. Then with folded hands Guba
told Rama—" Oh lord, the boat is coms;
what elge shall I do for you? Oh yom
renowned as the son of a celestial, here ig
the bost ready for you, Oh foremost ot men,
to cross the river that flows into the sea.
May you get into it, Oh you of sxeelient
vows,” Then the highly effulgant Rama
apcke thus to Guha—" I am quite gratifiad
with your.attentions. Let everything be got
into the boat quickly.” Then donning on
their conts of mail and fixing the bows and
gworde, the two Raghavas, in company with
Bita, descended the slopes of the Ganges.
Then the charioteer humbly approacbed the
virtuons Rama and ssid—" What aball I do
pow.” Then Rama touched Sumantra with
his right bhand snd eaid—" Ob Sumantra,
£0 back quickly and attend on the king with
watohful care. Turn back. Thue far is enough
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for me. Leaving the car we shall hence
.procesd on foat to the great foreat.”
Finding himself thus dispensed with, the
. charioteer Sumantra, grieved at heart, spoke
thus to that tiger among men, the descendant
.of Ikehvaku. “ None has suepassed this in
-this world, vour living in the forest like an
ordinary individual with your wi's and
.brother. I think no gosd has resulted from
vour Brahmacharya, or study or tenderness
. or atraightforwardoness, since woe like this
affliets you. Oh Raghava, living in the
forest with Vaidehi and your brother, you
aball, Ob hero, eaitain a glorions state as
though you have conquered all the ihree
worlds—We are indead lost, Ob Rama, for,
deceived by you, we shtll hecomae subject to
Kaikeyi's control aud shall parteke of tha
evilas of that sinner.'" Saying thuas to him
whomr he considered as equal to himaelf,
-Bumantra the charioteer thea saw Rama
gone vary inr and distressed with grief wepk
for a long while. Then when his tears were
- dried and the charioteer bad purified himsslf
with water, Rama told bim again snd again
-these sweet words, ‘I do not find any
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friend of the Ikshvakus egual to you. You
had better baliave in sush & way that king
Dasarathe may nevec grieva for me. The
Iord of the world is old, withk his heart grief-
gtricken, and is worn and sweak with love's
burden. Hence I tell you this. Whatever
that noble Emperor might command o ploase
his beloved Kaikeyi's heart, lot that be done
unhesitalingly. Aot in sueb a way, Oh
Sumantra, that the great Wing may not
become falss or be consumed with grief. On
my behslf you had better bow fo the king
who has pever experienced aoy pain and
who is old and noble, with subdued seuses
and rapeat to him these words of mine:—
“ Myseelf or Lakshmana or Maithili do not
griove that we ave banished from Ayodhyva
or that we dwell in the forest. When the
fourteen vears of our exile are quickly
passed, you shall hehold Lakehmana, Sita
and myself return speedily. Having apoken
thus to the King, Oh Sumantra tell my
mother and the obther ladies together with
Eaikeyi again and again that we are doing.
weil. Couvey to my mother Kausalya from
myself, Sita and the noble Lakshmana, our:
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salutations at ber sacred feet. Tell the
Emperor also as follows—' Feteh Bharata

quickly and when be is arrived Bharata
should he set oo the royal throne. When

you have embraced Bharata and iastalled
him as Yuvaraja vour aged bheart will cease
to ache with bitter pangs for our sake.’ Say
to Bharats also thus—'The way in which
you bebave towards the King, observe the
same behaviour towards all the mothers
without any distinoction. As Eaikeyi is to
you so is especially Sumitra; Similarly
also especinily my mother Queen Kausalya.
Eager to act according to the will of your
father who chooses vou to fill the throne of
Yuvaraja, you will be able to atisin efecnal
happiness both in this world and iv the nexs.”
When he was thus turned back by Rams,
Sumantra became grief-stricken, heard all
that Rama said and out of affection replied to
Kakutstha. ' Should .deep fueling mar in
any way my speech prompted by fond
devotion, pray forgive whatever I wildly
speak. My love is strong, my tongus ie
weoak. Deprived of you how shall I return
to that town, where the people are sick ab
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heart ou acocount of your exile asthough
they are distressed with the pange of
- geparation from their sons. Having then suen
my car with Rame the people will rend asunder
that eily with their cries of woe when
fhay ses the car now without Rama. Woe
will be theirs too deep to brook when they
look on the empty car alone with its
. charioteer returning home as when from
hosts whose chiefs ara slain. Though you are
pow far distant from them, the subjects are
keoping you always in front of their minds
and thioking of you ever and anocu they bave
surely pot partaken of any food to-day.
You yoursell witnesged, Obh Rama, how the
gubjeets were distressed and overwhelmed
witk grief on your acecount when youn were
being hanished to the woods. The great
despair and the shriek of woe which they
uttered when they saw vou depart will he
multiplied a bundredfold when they see ine
alone with the car. And what shall I eay ?
Bhall I say to the Queen—'] bave taken
your son to his materna! uncle’s houge. So
do not grieve.” I cannot frame so false m
tale. Yot bow can I speak the unpleasant
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‘truth and thus grieve the lady ? How shall
these excellent horses whom mnone hut
'myself oould control aud who used to carry
your relations sud friends, how shall they
-now look on the ear without you ? Therefore
.it is not posaible for me, Ob faultlesa one, to
.go baok to Ayodhya without you. If behoves
you o permit me to follow you to reside in
-the forest.

If these entreaties of Tine caunot move
-your heat, if _you still quit me and depart,
then the flames shall end my car and me,
.deserted thus and reft of thee. Whatever
obstacles to penance bappep to you in the
:forast, I shall, Oh Raghava, with the halp
.of this car, destroy their power. The
.pleasures of driving the car were
.obteined by me not by your indulgence;
1 now lobg to enjoy the plessures of the
forest lifa by your favour. Be pleased.
I wish to atay in the forest by your side.
1 wish you would tell me affechionately
'“Be by my side.” These borses aleo, if
they serve you who dwell in the forest, will
gurely attain the highest bliss. Living in the
Horest I shall serve you with head and beart.
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I sball gladly renounce Ayodbya or even
the celestial regions. It is not poseible-
for me to enter that Ayodhya without yon
just as it is not possible for sioners to enter
the cnpital of Mahendra- This is my desire
that when the period of exile is over L
should take you again into this City in this
car itself. Tha fourteen vears in the forest
in your company will prss away in no time.
Otherwise it will become bundredfold.
Do not, kind lord, lesve me, your servant,
who whould cleave to his master's son and
pursie the same path with bim, devoted,
tender, just and ftrue.” When poor
Soumantra entreated him thus again and
again in various wave, Rama, who alweys
sympathised with his servants spoke thus
to him. “Oh faithful servant, I know
very well how true and attached you are-
to me. Listen vow fo thereason why I send.
you from bere to the City, When my
younger mother Kaikeyi sess your return
to the fowp, she will be convinced tha$
Rams has gone to the woods. Pleased at
my having gobe to the forest, that lady
will not deubt the virtnous King as a liar,.
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The foremost of my eeres is thiz that my
younger mother may obtain her son’s king-
dom prosperous and protected on all sides
by DBbharsta. 80 for the sake of mysslf
and the monareh, yon had hetter go to the
town along with the car, and communicate
a8 desired what I have seid to the respective
personages.”” 'Thus spoke the prinee and
sirove hard to cheer the beart of the ehario-
teer. Then the manly Rama turned to
Guba and spoke these wise words. ‘T
iw not proper on my part, Oh Guha, to live
now in a forest inhabited by men. T must
weaessarily reside in a hermitage and mould
my lile in accordance with those rules. I
shall now gladly take up the vowa that form
the sdornments of hermits and thereby bring
about the welfare of my father as also of
Sita and Lakshmana. I shall braid my hair
into matted locks and then go to the forest.
Bring me the juice of the fig-tree.” Then
-Guha brought immediately the said juice
for the pringe and Rama prspared the
matted locks bhoth for himself and for
Lakshmapa. And the long-ermed tiger
among men then wore the bermit braid.
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Then the two brothers Rama aud Lakshmana,
with their bark-dresses and matted braids,
ghone bright like Riahis. Treading the-
path of the Vaikbanagas, Rama along with.
Lakshmana followad the vows of that life-
and spoke to his helpmeate Guha thus—
“ Do you, Oh Guba, vigilantly protect the
army, the sxobequer, the forta and the
proviness, for, the sovereign's task—to watch
and guard —is supremely bard.”’ Then
takiog leave of Goba, the Joy of the-
Ikshvakus went calmly and guiokly with:
his wife and Lakshmana, Finding the
boat ready on the river-shore, the Joy
ol the lkshvakns, eager to oross the ewift-
flowing Gapga, told Lakshmapa thus—"
You bad better ascend gantly, Oh figer
among men, the hoat that stays here and
next to you maks the noble Site geb into it
by extandicg a helping hand to her
Heariog his brother's commanrds, Lakshmans,
in fartherance of it, got Maithili firet into-
the boat and then embarkad himself. Than
the bighly effulgent elder brother of
Lakshmane himself ascendad the boat and
immediately the Lord of the Nishadas,
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Guha, urged his kiosfolk. Having got
on boerd the boal, the excsedingly puissant
Raghava, recited the prayers fit to be recited
by both ths Brabmins aiid Kshatrivas, in
order to secure all blessing. Then sipping
the water as laid down In the scriptures,
he, in company with Sita and Lakshmana
of unequalled glory, bowed to that
river with a delighted heari. Taking
leave of Sumantra and also of Guha and his
forces, Rama seated himself in the boat and
urged the sailors bo proosed. Then, impelled
by swift and vigorous arws, the vessel held
her onward ocurse, and gnided by the helma.-
msn, she flew through the dashing waves-
of Gangs. When she reached the middle of
the river Bhagirathi, the fanltless Vuidehi,
folded her hands reverently and addrasssd
the river thus:—" May this son of the great
Boperor Dagaratha, protected by vour oare,
fulfil bis prudent father's royal will. When-
he has apent in the forest the fourtean yesrs -
of benighmen$ with his desr brother and with -
me, ha shall return again to his home. Then, .
Oh fair lady, as we retnrn safe I will pay
you my offerings, dear Ganga who can bestow
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all hlessed gifts. You course through all the
thrée worlds, Oh lady, and in the course of
your wanderings you bave seent the Brahma-
loka. You are the consort of the Lord of
-the Qecan and you stroll here in this world
glorionsly. To thee, fair queen, my hend
ghall bend, %o thee shall hymns of praise
asoend, when the tiger among men shall
safely return and obtain his kingdom. Teo
win thy grace I shall give to the Brabhwmins
s hundred thousand kine rod precious robes
and finest meals. A thoussnd jars of wine
shall flow when ! return to my eity. Iaving
bathed pure I shall sacrifice with these and
withk flesh, corn and rice. Bach hallowed
gpot, each haly shrine, that stands on these
{fgir shores of thine, each fane and altar on
thy banks shall share my offerings and
thanks, Oh blameless lady, may he the
blameless and strong-armed return to Ayodhya
from " the forsst with me and Lakshmans
free . from harm.” ‘Thus conversing with
Gangs, the faultless Sita, whose heart was
right and trae. apeedily reached the Southern
shore. Reaohing the shore that hest ¢f men,
the vYepressor of foes lefs the boat and stood
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on the ghore elopg with his brother and
Vaidehi. Then the strong-armed Rama
addressed thus the enbancer of the joy of
Sumitra. ' Be thine alike to guard and aid
in peopled spct or in lonely sbade. In lonely
dense forests we must necesaarily guard her.
¥ou had befter go first, Ok son of Sumitrs,
and let 8ita follow you. I shail go bshind
yvou both protecting both Sita and yourself,
We bave to mutually protect each other, Oh
best of men, Vaidehi, who has not till now
met with any arduous toil, shall today ex-
pevience the hardsbips of a forest life. Tuday
her tonder feet must tread the rough rocky
wilds where people do not- crowd and whers
no gardens grow.” Hearing the words of
Ramsa, Lakshmana started first, and then
§ita and behind ber Raghava, the joy of the
Raghus. When Rams speedily reached the
other shore of the Ganga, Sumantrs stretoh-
ed his eyss and beheld bim as far as he
could, but when owing to the hinderances im
the way he could vo longer see him, he
torped back his eyes and helplessly shed
tears being overcome with grief. Having
orossed the mighty river, the noble Rama,

R.ii. 21
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ths beetower of hoons and the equsl in
prowess to a lokapala, than eniered the
fiourishing and smiling Vatsas orowned
with goodly orops. They clew there the
four big heasts viz Varahae, Risya, Prishatla
Maharuru, took their pure tlesh and feeling
hungry went in time to the shelter of a tree
for halting thereunder.




CANTO LIL

I AMA, the best of those
that eaptivate others,
reached thab tree, per-
formed the evening
sandiye, and spoke to
Laksbmana thus,—
“This is the first nigh$
that sees ns outside the
inbabited tracts and
without the company of Bumantra. Yet
do not be uneasy on that scors. From thiw
pight forwards we have to Lkeep a very
diligent vigii, Obh Lakehmaoa, for the
welfare of Bita depends on us: We sbal
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somehow pass thig. night, Oh Saurmibri ;
spreading on the ground the leaves fetched
by ourselves we shall anyhow lie on them.”
8aying thus, BRama, who is worthy of costly
eonches, aat on the ground, conversed
with fakshmans  reherrsing many
a pleasant taler OB liakshmann, it ie
sertain that the Bmperor will hardly sleep
today. Kaikeyi should now he oontent
with ber desires fulfilled. Bhe yearns so
fiercely for the Empire that when she sees
Bharata return home, she in her gread, may
even hring destruction on our lord, the
King. What can he do, old and reft of all
aid and deprived of me, his soul enslaved by
love and controlled by Kaikeyi. As thus
I muse upon his woe and the confusion of
his senses, I think kama is of greater might
then dkarma and artha. Ob Takshmapa,
what man is there, nnlearned though he be,
who, for the sake of & femals, would forsake
his own ohedient and loving son just as
my [ather has done me? Bharata, the son
of Kaikeyi, will alone with his wife enjoy
the throne and bligsflly maintain bis rule
over bappy Kosala's domain, Now that our
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father hae grown old and 1 am siaying in the
forest bhe shall, all slone, enjoy happily the
whole of the kingdom. He who renounces arthe
-and dharma and follows ihe path of kama, be
-speedily gets into trouble like King Deanratha;
1 think, Ob lovelv Lakshmana, that Kaikeyi
-i8 bora in this world just with three purposes,
viz, to meke o end of Dasaraths, to send
me into exile and to get the kingdom for
Bharata, Abh me! ] fear that borne away
by the frenzy of her success, Kaikeyi may
bargss considerably Kausalys and Suomitrs
just for paining me. Queen Samitra shounld
pever ob my account experience pain. Ob
Lakshmana, yvou had beliter go from hers to
Ayodhya in the morning. I ehall all alone go
with Sita to Dandake. You shall become the
proteator of the belpless Kausalya, Kaikeyi
is surely vory mean-minded and will stoop
to do many a base and unrighteous deed.
She may even kill my mother when the
-yirtuous Bhbarets rules. Surely, in some
former births mothers were deprived of their
.ohildren hy my motber and bence only, Oh
-gon of Sumitra, thizs bas come bt pass.
Having been long nourished and tended with
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all pain and oare, now in the hour when her
labours ought fo bear fruit I bhave left ber,
Ah, fie on me. May no woman, Oh
Lakehmans, give birth to & son like myself
siooe I cause endless grief to my mother, I
consider the Sartka, Oh Lakshmane, to be
movre affectionate than myeelf, sinee she is
heard to say— ' Parrot, bite the foot of thae-
fos." Relt of ber son, in cbildlsas woe, my
wother's tears for ever flow: 1l fated and:
doomed to atrive with fate what aid ran she:
derive from me ? Deprived of me, my mother
Kausalys is most unfortunate. Pressed.
down by oare she cannot rise from sorrow's
flood wherein she lies. When I am enraged,
Oh Lakshmans, I can, unaided and all alone-
guard with my arrows the whole of
Ayodhya—nay even tbe whols of this
Earth, But the display of prowess for npo:
reagson whatever is nob proper. Afraid of
doing wrong and of what would await me in
the next world, Oh faultless Lakshmana, I
bave not now installed myself in the
kingdom.”

Thus mourning in that lonely forsst, Bama
bewailed bis lot and with eyes full of tears-
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he kat there silent in the desd of night.
"Then Lakebmana conscled Rams who was
-axhauvsted with lamentation like fire whoas
flames are spent or like the ocean whose
waves bave lost their fury. * Certain it is,
-(Oh Reman, the hest of warriors, that sinece
your departure thence, the town of Ayodhya
-will bs now shorn of its splendour just like
ithe night deprived of the moon. There is
‘no use Rame, in your grieving now like this,
You ave rimply cavaing sorrow to Sita and
40 myself, Oh best of men. Neither Bita,
nor myself, Oh Raghava, will be able to live
-even for one hour if we sra deprived of yon
just ag the fish takee ouk of water, Deprived
.of you, Oh represspr of fbes, [ do not wish
#o  vigik  either my fhther or Satrughna,
.ot Sumitra or ewas hssyem:” Bhen sitting
there at sage, their ghayose foll. on the well-
‘Iaid-out beds ok far. Geon #gestr under the
‘banyan trep and, boik-the lovers of viriue
resorted to them. Hearing those exoellent
and appropriste words of Laksbmana, Rama,
the subduer of foea, iong accuslomed to
dharma, took kiudly to forest life for the
Iyl period of years. Then in that lonely
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forest those two highly powerfal herces,
the perpetuaters of the race of Raghews,.
ngver experienced any fear, juat like lions.
roaming on the slopes of mountains.












