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are flying away, crushing their own ranks!™ Dost thou not
recognise the unbearable leonine shouts, O Arjuna. of the
terribly-roaring Bhimasena inspired with desire of victory in
battle 1"* There, the prince of the Nishadas, fitled with rage,
is coming against the son of Panda, on his foremost of ele-
phants, from desire of slaying him with his lances, sven like
the Destroyer himself armed with his bludgeon I* Siruck by
Bhima with ten kecu cluthyard shafts endued with the splen-
dour of the fire or the Sun, the two arms of the rearing prince,
with lances in grosp, are lopped off®° Slaying tho prince,
Bhima proceedeth against other clephants looking like masses
of biue clouds and ridden by riders gniding them with skill #*
Behold those riders striking Vrikodara with darts and lances in
profusion! Slaying with his koen shafts those clephauts seven
at o time, their trinmphal standards also, O Partha, are cut
down by thy elder brother! As regards those other elephants,
each of them is being slain with ten shafts by him.3"* Tha
shouts of the Dhartardshiras are no !enger heard, now that
Bhima, O bull of Bharata’s race, who is eduwal to Purandara
himself, i3 engaged in battle ** Full three Akshaukinis of
Duryodhana'’s soldiers had bean assembled together {in front
of Bhima). They have all been checkod by that lion among
men, viz.,, Bhimasens, in wrath '—

“Sanjaya contmued,—'Bcholdmg thay feat, difficult of oc-
complishment, achieved by Bhimasena, Arjuna, with his keen
shafts, destroyed the remnant of his fues® The mighty Sam-
saptakas, O lord, slavghtered in battle and routed (by Arjuna),
fled away in all directions, overcome with fear!” Many amongst
them (that fell), became the guests of Cakra and aftained fo
great happiness, As regards Parths, that tiger among men con-
tinned, with his straight shafts, to slaughter the Dhartarashtza
host consisting of four kinds of forces.’ ”**

Srcrioy LX,

“Dhritarashtra said,~ When Bhima and Pandu’s son
Yudhishthira were engaged in battle, when my troops were
being slanghtered by the Pandus and the Srinjayas' when, in-
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deed, my vasl army was being broken and routed and repeated.
Iy beecame cheerless, tell me, O Sanjays, what the Kauravas
did 1*

“Sanjaya said,—Boholding the mighty-armed Bhima, the
Suta’s aon of great valor, with eyes red in wrath, O king, rush-
od towards him.* S.eing thy army fly away from Bhimasens,
the mighty Karua, O king, rallied it with great cfforts.* The
mighty-armed Karna, having raltied thy son’s host, proceeded
azainst the Pandavas, those heroes difficult of defeat in battle?
The groat car-warriors of the DPandavas also, shaking their
bows and shooting their shafts, proceeded against the son of
Radhd* Bhimasena, and the grandson of Ciui, and Cikhandin,
and Janamejayn, and Dhrishtadyumna of great strength, and
»ll the Prabhadrakas,” and those tigers among men, viz, the
Panchilas, filled with rage and inspired with desire of victory,
rushed in that battle, from every side, against thy army.*
Bimilarly the great car-warriors of thy army, O king, quickly
procesded against the Pandava host, desirous of slanghtering
it." Toeeming with cars and elephants and horse, and abounding
with foot-soldiers and standards, the two armnies then, Q tiger
among men, assumed a wouderful aspect.’® Cikshandin pro-
cooded against Karua, and Dhrishtadyumna proceeded against
thy son Dus¢isana, accompanied by a large force.”* Nakula
proceoded against Vrishasena, while Yudhishthira against Chi-
trasens. Siliudeva, O king, in that battle. procecded against
Uluka.* Satyaki proceeded sgainst Cakuni, and the sons of
Draupadi azainst the other Kauravas, The mighty car-warrior
AgwatthAman procceded, with great care, against Arjuna'®
Gotama’s sun Kripa proceeded azainst the mighty bowman
Yudhamanyw, while Kritovarman of great strength proceeded
agaiust Uttamaujas'* The mighty-armed Bhimasena, O sire,
sloue and unsupported, resisted all the Kurus and thy sons
ub the hesd of their division® The slayer of Bhishma, viz.,
Cikhaundin, then, O monarch, with his winged arrows, resisted
Karna carcering fearlessly in that battle.’* Held in check,
Karna then, his lips trembling in rago, assailed Cikhandin
with three arrowsin the midst of his eyebrows'’ With those
three arrows sticking on his foro-head, Cikhandin looked highly
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beantiful like a silver mountain with three elevated crosts.’®
Deeply pierced by the Suta’s son in that encounter, the mighty
bowman Cikhandin pierced Karna, in return, with ninety keen
shafts’* The mighty car-warrior Karna then, slaying Cikhan-
din’s steeds and next his driver with three arrows, cut off
hia standard with a razor-fared arrow.®® That mighty car-
warrior then, that scorcher of foes, filled with rage, jumped
down from his steedless car and hurled a dart at Korna™
Cutting off that dart with three shafts in that enconnter,
Karna then, O BhArata, pierced Cikhandin with nine keen
arrows®®  Avoiding then the shafts sped from Karna’s bow,
that beést of men, viz, Cikhandin, exceedingly mangled, re-
treated specdily from that spnt.?®* Then Karna, O munarch,
began to scatter the troops of the Pandavas, like o mighty
wind scattering a heap of cotton®* Meanwhile Dhrishta.
dyumna, O monarch, afflicted by thy son, pierccd Dusciisana,
in return, with three arrows in the cenire of the chesi®*
Then Dusgisana, O sire, pierced his assailant’s lefé arm with
a broad-headed shaft, sharp and straight and equipt with
wings of gold** Thns pierced, Dhrishtadyomna, filled with
wrath and the desire to retaliate, sped a terrible shaft, O
Bharata, at Dus¢dsanat? Thy-son, however, O king, with
three shafts of his, cut off that impetuous arrow sped by
Dhrishtadyumna as it coursed towards him.™ Approaching
Dhrishtadyumnsa then, he struck him in the arms and the chest
with seventeen other broad-headed shafts sdorned with gold®*
Thereat Prishata's son, filled with rage, ent off Dusciisana’s
bow, O sire, with a sharp razor-headed arrow, at which all the
troops therc uttered a loud shout.*” Taking up then ancther
bow, thy son, as if smiling, held Dhrishtadyumna in check with
showers of arrows from every side.** Bcholding the prowess
of that high-souled son of ihive, the combatants as also the
Siddias and the 4psarns, became all filled with wonder.®™ We
then saw the mighty Dhrishtadyumna thus assailed by the
Dusgiasana to resemble a huge elephant held in check by a
lion*® Then many Panchala cer-warriors and elephants and
horse, O elder brother of Pandu, desirous of rescuing the com-
saander {of the Pandava srmy) encompassed thy son™ The
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battle that commenced, O scorcher of fues, between thy war-
riors and the enemy, presented as frightful a sight as that
which may be seen st the destruction of all creatures at the
end of the Yuga."™

“‘Vrishasena, staying by the side of hisz father, having
piercod Nakula with five arrows made wholly of iron, pierced
him once again with three other arrowa.® The heroic Nakula
then, as if amiling, deeply pierced Vrishasena in the chest with
& clothyard shaft of great keenness? Thus pierced by his
mighty foe, that scorcher of foes, viz, Vrishasena, pierced his
pssailant with twenty arrows and was himself pierced by him
with five.®® Then those two bulls among men shrouded each
other with thousands of arrows, at which the divisions that
supported them broke.” Beholding the troops of Dhrita-
rashtra’s son flying away, the Suta's son, following them,
O king, began to forcibly stop them,** After Karna had gomo
away, Nokula procecded against the Kauravas, Karna’s son
also, avoiding Nakula,*' procesded quickly, O sire, to where his
father the son of RAdha was, for protecling his car-wheel.

“ The angry Uluks was held in check by Sahadeva*® Hav-
ing slain his four steeds, the valiant Sahadeva then despatched
his foe’s driver to the abude of Yama*® Uluka then, that
delighter of his father, jumping down from his car, O king,
quickly procceded and entered the division of the Trigar-
tas**  Satyaki, having plerced Cakuni with twenty keen
nrrows, easily cut off the standard of Suvala’s son with &
broad-hoadsed arrow.** The valiant son of Suvala, filled with
rage, O king, in that encounter, pierced Sityaki’s armour and
then cub off his golden standard** Then Sityaki pierced him
in return with many keen arrows, and struck his driver, O
monarch, with thres arrows*’ With great speed then, he des-
pached with other shafts the steeds of Cakuni to Yama's abode.
Spoedily alighting then, O bull among men, from his car,
Cuakuni,*® that mighty car-warrior, quickly ascended the car of
Uluka. The latter then bore away with great speed his father
from Cini’s grandson, that warrior skilled in battle*® Then
Sityaki, O king, rushed in that battle against thy army with
great impetuosity, at which that army broke’®  Shrouded wigh
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the arrows of Cini's grandson, thy army, O monarch, fled away
on a!l sides with great speed, and fell down deprived of life.*
“‘Thy son resisted Bhimasena in that battle. In a trice
Bhima made that ruler of men steedless and driverless and car-
less and standardless, at which the (Pandava) troops became
highly glad. Then thy zon, O king, went away from Bhima-
sena’s presence.*¥* The whole Kuru army, at this, rushed
against Bhimasena. Tremendous became the din made by those
combatants inspired with the desire of slaying Bhimasena.'* Yu-
dhimanyu, piercing Kripa, quickly cut off his bow. Then
Kripa, that foremost of all wielders of weapons, taking up
another bow % felled YudhAmanyu's standard and driver and
umbrella on the Earth. At this, the mighty car-warrior Yu-
dhimanyu retreated on his car, driving it himself®* Uttamau-
jas covered the terrible son of Hridika, endued with terrible
prowess, with a thick shower of arrows like a cloud pouring
torrents of rainon a mountain'® The battle between them,
O scorcher of foes, became so awful that its like, O monarch,
I had never seen bofore®® Then Kritavarman, O king, in that
encounter, suddenly pierced Uttamaujas in the chest at which
sthe Iatter sat down on the terrace of his car*® His driver
then bore away that foremost of car-warriore, Then the whole
Kuru army rushed at Bhimasena*® Dusgisana and Suvala's
son, encompassing the son of Pindu with a large elephans
furce, begau to sirike him with small arrows.'* Then Bhima,
causing the wrathful Duryodhana to turn his back on the field
by means of hundreds of arrows, quickly rushed towards that
clephant force.” Beholding that elephant force advance im-
petuously against him, Vrikodarn became filled with great raga
and invoked his celestial weapons. And he began to strike
elephants with elephants like Indra striking the Asuras®*
While engaged in slaughtering those elephants, Vrikodara, in
that battle, coverad the welkin with his shafts like myriads of
insects covering a fire.'* Like the wind scattering masses of
clouds, Bhima quickly scattered and destroyed crowds of ele-
phants united together in thousands,** Covered all over with

¥ A (riplet in the Bengal texty,—T.
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networks of gold, as also with many gems, the elephants looked

exceedingly boautiful in that battle like clouda charged with

ligh$ning." Slaughtered by Bhima, those elephants, O king,

baegan to fly away, Some amongst them, with their hearts

pierced, fell down on the Barth.*” With those fallen and fall-

ing elephanta adorned with gold, the Earth looked beautiful

there as if strown with broken mountains.® With the fallen

elephant-warricrs of blazing resplendence and adorned with

gems, the Earth looked beautiful as if strewn with planets of

exhausted merit.*** Then elephants, with their temples, frontal

globes, and trunks deeply pierced, fled in hundreds in that

battle, aflicted with the shafts of Bhimasena,” Some améngst

them, huge as hills, afflicted with fear and vomiting blood, ran

away, their limbs mangled with arrows, and looking, on that
account, like mountains with liquid metals running adown their

sides. People then beheld the two arms of Bhima, resembl-

ing two mighty snakes, smoared with sandal-paste and other

pounded unguents, continually employed in drawing the bow.™

Hearingy the sound of his bowstring and palms that resembled

the peul of thunder, those elephants, ejecting urine and excretla,
ran away in fear,™ Tho feats of the singla-handed Bhima ofy
groat intelligence, on that occasion, shone like those of Rudra

himself while engaged in destroying all creatures. "

SEecTioN LXII,

“Sanjays said,—'The handsome Arjuna then, on that fore-
most car of his, unto which were yoked white steeds, and
which was urged by Narayana himself, appeared on the scene.?
Like the tempost agitating the ocean, Vijays, O foremost of
kings, iu that batile, agitated that hosat of thine teeming with
horsemen® Whon the white-steeded Arjuna was otherwise en-
gaged, thy son Duryodhana, filled with rago, and surrounded by
half his troops, approached suddenly, and encompsassed the

* The righteous on Earth, after death, become planets and stars, -
Upon the exhaustion of their merits, they are supposed to fall down.—T.
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advancing Yudhishthira inspired with the desire of revenge!*
The Kuru king then pierced the son of Pandu with three and
seventy razor-headed arrows, At this, Yudhishthira the son
of Kunti became inflamed with sire,* and quickly struck thy
son with thirty broad headed arrows. The Kaurava troops
then rushed impetuously for seizing Yudhishthira® TUnder-
standing the wicked intentions of the enemy, the great car-
warriors of the Pindava army, uniting together, rushed to-
wards Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, for rescuing him,* In-
deed, Nakula, and Sahadeva, and Dhrishtadyumana the son of
Prishata, surrounded by a full Akshauhini of troops, thus
proceeded towards Yudhishthira.? Bhimasena also, in thab
battle, crushing the great car-warriors of thy army, proceeded
towards the king surrounded by foes® Karna, otherwise called
Vaikartana, O king, shooting dense showers of arrows, checked,
singlehanded, all those mighty bowmen thus advancing (to the
rescue)! Though they shot dense showers of arrows and hurled
innumerable lances, fighting with determination, yet they were
unable te even louk at the son of Radha.® Indeed, the son
of Ridha, that master of all weapons offensive and defensive,
by shooting dense showers of shafts, checked all those great
bowmon* The high-souled Sahadeva, however, quickly ap-
proaching (the spot where Duryodhana was), and invoking
without loss of tiine a (celestial) weapon, pierced Duryodhana
with twenty arrows.'” Thus pierced by Sahadeva, the Kuru
king, covered with blood, looked beautiful like & huge elsphant
of split temples.’® Beholding thy son deeply picrced with
many arrows of great energy, that furemost of car-warriors,
viz, the son of Radha, filled with rage, rushed to that spot'*
Seeing Duryodhana reduced to that plight, Karns, invoking
Lis weapons quickly, began to slaughter she troops of Yudhish-
thira and Prishata’s son.'* Thus slaughtered by the high-soul-
ed Karns, Yudhishthira’s troops, O king, afflicted with the
arrows of the Suta’s son, soon fled away.'* Showers of shafts
fell together, Indeed, those sped subsequently from the bow
of the Suta’s son touched with their heads the wings of those

* A triplef in the Bengal texts,—T,
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sped before,' In consequence of those falling showers of shafts,
O monarch, colliding with one another, a conflagration seemed
to blaze forth in the welkin.” Soon Karna shrouded the ten
points of the compass, O king, with arrows capable of pierc-
ing the bedies of foes, as if with advancing flights of locusts.'
Displaying the highest weapons, Karna began to wave with
great force his two arms smeared with red sandal-paste and
adorned with jawsla and gold.®™ Then stupifying all sides, O
king, with his shafts, Karna deeply afflicted Yudhishthira
the just” Filled with rage at this, Dharma's son Yudhish-
thira struck Karna with fifty keen shafts*® In consequence
then of the darkness caused by those showers of arrows, the battle
became awful to look at. Loud cries of woe arose from among
thy troops, O monarch,*® whilst they were being slaughtered
by Dharma’s son, O sire, with diverse kinds of keen shafta
equiph with Kanka fo®thers and whetted on stone, with nu-
morous broad-headed arrows, and with diverss kinds of darts
and swords and clubs**® Thither where Pandu’s son of
virtnous soul cast his eyes with the desire of producing evil,
thither thy army broke, O bull of Bharata's race!® In-
flamed with great rage, Karna also, of immesnsurable soul, inspir-
ed with the desire of retaliating,.his face flushed in anger,
rushed, in that battle, against Pandu’s son king Yudhishthira
the juat, shooting cloth-yard shafts and crescent shaped arrows
and those equipt with heads like the calf’s tooth.* Yudhishthira
also pierced him with many whetted arrows squipt with wings
of gold***"+ Asif smiling the while, Karna pierced the royal
son of Pandu in the chest with three broad-headed arrows
whetted on stone and equipt with Kanka feathers™ Deeply
affiicted therewith, king Yudhishthira the just, sitting down
on the terrace of his car, ordered his driver to retreat.** There-
upon all the Dhiriarashtras, with their king, set up a loud
shont, saying,—Seize,—S¢ize, and all them then pursued the

® A triplet in the Bengal texts.—T,

+ 27 is w triplet. The two lines of 26 with the first two linea of 27
form u complata semtence. ‘The construction is pleonrastic. In the second
line of 27, for Yudhishthira read Pdnduputrg—T,
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(Pandava) king.®® Then seventcen hundred Kekaya troops
skilled in smiting, united with a budy of the Panchala troops,
O king, and checked the Dhirtarashtras® During the pro-
gress of that fierce and terrible battle, Duryodhana and Bhima,
those two warriors endued with great might, encountered each
other.” ™

Skerion LXITL

“Banjaya said,—Meanwhile Karna also began, with his
arrowy showers, to afflict the wmighty car-warriors of the
Kaikayas, viz,, those great bowmen that stvod before him.t
Iudeed, the son of RadhA despatched to Yama's abode full five
hundred of those warriors that wore employed in checking him
in that battle.® Beholding the aon of Radha to be irresistible
in that battle, those warriors, aflicted with the arrows of their
asanilant, repaired to the presence of Bhimasena.® Breaking that
car-force into mny parts by means of his arrows, Karna, singly
and riding on that same car of his, pursued Yudhishthira* who
then, exceedingly mangled with arrows and almost insensible, waa
proceeding slowly for reaching the Pandava encampment with
Nakuls and Sahadeva on his two sides.®* Having approached
the king, the Suta’s son, from desire of duing ‘good to Duryo-
dhann, pierced the son of PAndu with three formidable arrows.®
In return the king pierced Riadha's son in the ceutre of the
chest and then his driver with three shafts? Then those two
scorchera of foes, viz., the twin sons of Madri, those two pro-
tectors of Yudhishthira's car-wheels, rushed towards Karna go
that the latter mighs not succeed in slaying the king.®* Then
Nakula and Sahadeva, both shooting showers of shafis with
groat care, covered the son of Radhd therewith.” The valiant
son of tho Sata, however, in return, pierced those two high-
souled chastisers of foes with two broad-headed arrows of great
sharpness.’ The son of Radha then slew Yudhishthira’s ex-
cellent steeds, white as ivory and fleet as the mind, and having
black hair in their tails.”* Then, smiling the while, the Suia’s
son, that great bowman, with ancther broad-headed shaft, felled
the head-gear of Kunti’s aon,” Similarly, the valiant Karna,

)
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having slatn the stords of Naknla, ent off the car-shaft and
bow of that intelligent son of Madri'® Those two steedless
and carless sns of Pandu,—those two brothiers,—thersupon
ascended the ear of Sahadeva'* Beholding those two brothers
made carless, that slayer of hostile heroes, viz, their maternal
nincle, the ruler of the Madras, moved by compassion, addross-
©d the son of Radhda and said,’*—Thou art to fight today
with Prithi's son Phalguna! Why dost thou then, with rage
inflamed to such a pitch, battle with Dharma’s royal son 2%
Thou art suffering thy weapons to be exhausted. Thy own
armour is being weakened. With thy shafts reduced, and with-
out quivers, with thy driver and steseds fatigned, and thyself
mangled by foes with weapons, when thou wilt approach
Pirtha, O son of Radha, thou wilt be an object of derision and
mirth '""—Though thus addressed by the ruler of the Madras,
Karna still, filled with rage, continued to assail Yudhishthira in
‘that battle,”*  Aud he continued o pierce the two sons of Madn
by Pandn with many keen arrows, Siniling the while, by means
of his shafts ie made Yudhishihira turn his face from the
battle.”® Then Calya, laughing, once more said unto Karns as
‘the latter, cxcited with great wrath aud resolved upon Yudhish-
4hira's destruction, staod om hig car, those words 2*~Him for
whose saka Dhritardshira’s son always honors thee, slay that
Partha, O son of Radha! What wouldst thou gain by slaying
Yudhishthira 7**  The two Krishnas are blowing their eonchs
whose loud blare is being heard. The twang also of Arjuna’s
Low is being heard, like the roar of the clouds in the season of
raina '  There, Arjunn, striking duwn the foremost of our ear-
warriors with his arrowy down-pours, is devouring all our troopa!
Behold him, O Karna, in this battle ™ The two that are pro-
tocting his rear are Yudhamanyu sud Uttamaujas. The brave
Satyaki is protecting his left wheel* and Dhrishiadyumna is
protecsing bis right wheel, There, Bhimasena is fighting with
the royal son of Dhritarashtra ™ Act in such way, O son of
Radba, that Bhima may not be able to slay the king today in
the sight of us all,—that the king may, indeed, escape him !**
Behold, Duryodhana is brought under the power of Bhimasena,
that ornament of battle | Approaching, if thou canst rescue bim,
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¢ will, indeed, bo a very wonderful feal 7 Going thither, reseno-

the king, for a great peril has overtaken him! What wilt thou

gain by slaying the sons of Madri or king Yudhishthira ?—

Hoaring these words of Calya, O lord of Earth, and beholding
Duryodhana overpowered by Bhima in that dreadful battle,

the [valiant]* son of RAdhd,*® thus urged by the words of
Calya and exceedingly desirous of rescuing the king, left Ajata-

gatru and the twin sons of Madri by Pindu,™ and rushed for

rescuing thy son. He was borne by his steeds that were flcet as

birds and that were urged by the ruler of the Madras™ After-
Karna had gone away, Kunti’s son Yudhishthira retreated;
borne, O sire, by the fleet steeds of Sahadeva® With his twin.
brothers accompanying hinr, that ruler of men, quickly repairing

in shame to the (Pandava) camp, his body exceedingly mangled.
with shafts,*® alighied from the car and hastily sat down on an-
excollent bed. The arrows then beiug extracted from his body,

the royal son of Pandu, his heact excecdingly afflicted with:
sorrow’s dact,’* addrossed his two brothere, viz., those two mighty
cav-warriors, the sons of Madri, saying,—Repair quickly to the
division of Bhimassna!®* Roaring liko a cloud, Vrikodara is

engaged in battle '—Riding another car, Nakula, that bull

am-ong car-warriors,' and Sahadeva of great energy,—those Lwo-
bruthers, those twu crushers of fues,—buth endued with greas

might, then procecded towards Bhima, borne by stecds of the-
utmost flcetness. Indeed, the brothers, having together re.

paired tv Bhimusena’s division, tuok up their places there. "9

SecTioN LXIV.

“Sanjaye said,—Meanwhile Drona's son, surrounded by a
large car-force, O king, suddenly proceeded to that spot whero
Partha was' ILike the continent withstanding ithe surging
ocesn, the hervic Partha baving Cauriu for his help-mate with-
stood as impetuously the impetuously-rushing Agwatthémar?®
Then, O monarch, the valiant son of Drona, &lled with rage;
covered both Arjuna and Vasudeva with his shafts® Behold-

#* This word veeurs in 31.—T,
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ing the two Krishnas shrouded with arrows, the great car-
warriors (of the Pandava army), as also the Kurus that wit-
nessed it, wondered exceedingly.* Then Arjuna, as if smiling,
invoked into existence a celestial weapon. The Brahmana
Ac¢watthaman, however, O Bliarata, bafled that weapon in
that battle® Indeed, all those weapons that Arjuna sped from
desire of slaying the son of Drona, were baffled by the latter,
that great bowman, in that encounter.® During the progress
of that awful encounter of weapons, O king, we beheld ihe
#on of Drona to resemble the Destroyer himself with gaping
mouth.’ Having covered all the points of the compass, cardi-
nal and subsidiary, with straight arrows, he pierced Visudeve
with three arrows in the right arm® Then Arjuna, slaying all
the steeds of his high-souled assailant, eaused the Earth in that
battle to be covered with a river of blood® that was exceedingly
awful, tbat led towards the other world, and that had diverse
kinds of creaturos floating on it. All the spectators beheld a
large number of car-warriors along with their cars, belonging to
the division of Agwatthaman, slain and destroyed by means of
the arrows sped from Partha’s bow, AgwatthAman also, slaying
his enemies, caused a terribie river of blood 5o fluw there that
lod to Yama's dumains.'®?*  During the progress of that fierce
and awful battle between Drona’s son and Partha, the com-
batants fought, without showing any regard for one another,
and rushed hithor and thither.”* In consequonce of cars hav-
ing thoir steeds and drivers slain, and steeds having their riders
glain, and elephants having their riders and guides slain, an
awful carnage, O king, was made by Partha in that battle
Car-warriors, deprived of life with shafts sped from Partha's
bow, fell down, Steeds, freed from their trappings, ran hither
and thither.'* Behulding thure feats of Partha, $hat orna-
ment of battle, the valiant son of Drona, quickly approached
the formor, that foremost of victorious menr,'® shook his for-
midable bow docked with guld, and then pierced him from every

* I adopt the Bengal reading iuat etas and not priskthatus us read in
the Bombay edition.—T.

t A triplet ju the Beugal texts,—T,
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side with many sharp arrows!* Once more bending the bow,
O king, the son of Drona cruelly struok Arjuna, siming ab
the chest, with a winged arrow.’” Deeply pierced by Drona’s
son, O Bharats, in that encounter, the wielder of Gandive,
that hero of gread intelligence, forcibly covered the son of
Drona with showers of arrows, and then cut off his bow.'
His bow cut off, Drona's son then, taking up a spiked mace
whose touch resembled that of thunder, hurled it, in that
encounter, a$ the diadem-decked Arjuna.’” The son of Fandu,
however, O king, as if smiling the while, suddenly cut off
that spiked mace, decked with gold, ag it advanced towards
him** Thus cut of with Partha’s shafts, it fell down on the
Earth, like a mountiain, O king, broken into pleces, struck
with the thunder-bolt.** Filled with rage at this, Drona’s
son, that great car-warrior, began to ccver Vibhatsu, aided
by the energy of the dindru woapon® Beholding that
shower of arrows spread over the welkin throtgh the Aindra
weapon, Partha, endued with great activity, O king, taking up
his bow Gandiva, and fixing on his bow string a mighty wespon
created by Indrs, destroyed that Aindra shower of arrows??
Having bafiled that arrowy shower caused by the Aindra
weapon, Partha soon covered the car of Drona’s son (with his
own arrows). The son of Drons, however, overwhelmed with
Partha's shafis,* penetrated through that shower of arrows
ghot by the son of Pandu and, approaching the latter, invoked
& mighty weapon and suddenly pierced Krishna with a hundred
shafts and Arjuna with three hundred small arrows® 'Then
Arjunas pierced the son of his preceptor with a hundred arrows
in all bis vital limbs. And then he poured many arrows on the
steeds and driver and the bow-string of Drona’s son in the very
sight of tby warriora® Having pierced Drona's son in pvery .
vital part, Pandu’s son, that slayer of hostile herces, than
felled his adversary’s driver from the car-niche with a broad-
headed arrow.’® Drona’s son, hewaver. himself taking up the
the reins, covered Krishna with many arrows, The activity of
prowess that we then beheld in Drona’s son was exceedingly
wonderful,® since he guided his steeds while he fought with
Phalguna, That feat of his in battie, O king, was spplauded
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by all the warriors.®® Then Vibhatsu, otherwise called Jaya
smiling the while, quickly cu$ off the traces of A¢watthaman’s
stéeds in that battle, with a razor-faced arrow.”® Already
afllicted by the energy of Arjuna’s shafis, the steeds of Drona’s
son thereupon ran away. Then a loud noise erose from thy
troops, O Bharata !** Meanwhile the Pandavas, having obtain-
ed the victory, and desiring to improve it, rushed against
thy troops, shooting from all sides sharp arrows at them.*
The vast Dhirtarashtra host then, O king, was repeatedly
broken by the heroic Pandavas inspired with desire of
victory,”® in the very sight, O monarch, of thy sons conver-
sant with all modes of warfare, and of Cakuni the son of
Suvala, and of Karna, O king 1** Though sought to be stop-
ped, O king, by thy sons, that great army, afflicted on all
sides, stayed not on the field.* Indeed, a confusion set in
among the vast terrified host of thy son in consequence of
many warriors flying away on all sides.® The Suta’s son loud-
ly cried out, saying,—8iny, Stay /—but thy army, slaughtered
by many high-souled warriors, did not stay on the field"’
Loud shouts were utbered then, O monarch, by the Pandavas
inspired with desire of victory, upon beholding the Dharta-
rashtra hogt flying away on all sides®® Then Duryodhana,
addressing Kurna from affection, said,—DBehold, O Karna, how
our army, exccedingly afllicted by the Péndavas,” though thou
art here, is flying away from battle! Kunowing this, O thou
of mighty arms, do that which is suited to the hour, O chasti-
ger of fues ™ Thousands of (our) warriors, routed by the
Pandavas, are, O bero, calling after thee only, O best of men ¢
-—Hearing those grave words of Duryodhana, the son of Radhg,
as if amiling, said those words unto the ruler of the Madras :**—
Behold the prowess of my arms and the energy of my weapons,
O ruler of men! 'Today I will slay all the Panchialas and the
Pandus in baitle! Cause the steeds to proceed with my car,
O tiger among men! Without doubt, everything will be as
I have sald *—Having seid these words, the Suta’s son of
grreat valour,~-~that hero,—taking up his ancient and foremost of
bows called Vijaya,** stringed 14 and rubbed the string repeaded-
ly. Bidding the troops stay on the ficld after having assurcd
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them upon his truth and by an oath, the mighty Karna of
immeasurable soul fixed on his bowstring the weapon known
by the name of Bhargava.** From that weapon flowed,
‘O king, millions and millions of keen arrows in that great
battle.* Entirely shrouded with those blazing and terrible
arrows winged with feasthers of Kankas and peacocks, the
Pandava army could not see anything.*’ Loud wails of woe
arose from among the Panchalas, O king, afflicted, in that
battle, with the mighty Bhargava weapon® In cnnsequence
then of elephants, O king, and steeds, by thousands, and cars,
O monarch, and men, falling on ofl sides* deprived of life,
the Earth began to tremble. Tho vast forco of the Pandavas
became agitated from one extremity to another® Meanwhila
Karna, that scorcher of foes, that foremost of warriors, that
tiger among men, while consnming his foes, looked resplendent
like a smokeless fire.®* Thus slaughtered by Karna, the
Panchilas and the Chedis began to lose their senses all over
the field like elephants during a forest conflagration® Those
foremost of men, O tiger among men, ubtsred loud roars like
those of the tiger. Loud became the wails of woe, like those
of living creatures at the universal dissolution, that were utter-
ed by those crying combatants struck with panic and running
wildly on all sides, O king, of the field of battle and trembling
with fear*** Beholding them thus staughtered, O sire, by
the Snta’s son, all creatures, even beasts and birds, were filled
with fear.® The Srinjayas then, thus slaughtered in battle by
the Suta’s son, repeatedly called upon Arjuna and Vasudeva'*
Tike the apirita of the dead within Yamu's dominiuns calling
apon Yama to rescue them. Hesaring those wails of the troops
slaughtered with Karna's shafts'” and beholding the terrible
Bhirgave weapon invoked into existence, Kunti’s son Dhanan-
jaya said unto Vasudeva these words :**—=Behold, O Krishna of
mighty arms, the prowess of the Bidrgava weapon! It cannot,
by any means, be baffled in battle ** Behold the Suta's son also,
O Krishna, filled with rage in this great battle and resembling

* Ciiled afer the name of Riwa of Burigu's race, the preceptor of
Karpa,—T,
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the Destroyer himsolf in prowess and employed in achieving

such a fierce feat!™ Urging his steeds incessanily, he is
repentedly casting angry glances upon me! I will never be able
%0 fly away from Karna in battle !%** The person that ia living,
may, in battle, meet with either victory or defeat. To the man,
however, that ia dead, O Hrishikega, even death ia victory.
How can defeat be his that his dead #+**—Thus addressed by
Partha, Krishna replied unto that foremost of intelligent men
and chastiser of foes, these words that were suitable to the
oceasion :**—The royal son of Kunti hath beon deeply wounded
and mangled by Karna. Having seen him first and comforted
him, thou wilt then, O Partha, slay Karna t**—Then Kegava pro-
ceeded, dasirous of beholding Yudhishthira, thinking that Karna
meanwhile, O monarch, would be overwhelmed with fatigue!*®
Then Dhananjaya, himself dasirous of beholding the king
afllicted with arrows, quickly proceeded on that car, avoiding
tha batile, at Kegava’y command.** While the son of Kunti
was thus proceeding from desire of seeing king Yudhishihira
the just, he cast his eyes on every part of the army but failed
to find his eldest brother anywhers on the field.*™ The son of
Kunti procesded, O Bhitrata, having fought with the son of his
preceptor Dronsn, and having vanquished that hero who is
incapable of being resisted by the wiclder of the thunder-bolg
himself. ' *

SecTioN LXV.

Snjays said,—Having vanquished the son of Drora and
achiaved a mighty and heroic feat that is exceedingly difficult
of accomplishment, Dhananjaya, irresistible by foes, and with
bow outstratched in his hands, cast his eyes among his own
troops! The brave Savyasiichin, gladdening those warriors of
his that were still batiling at the head of their divisions, and

* The Bengal reading is Karnasyr prapalZyitum, the Bombay read-
ing in Koraam pratipaldyitum, The diference in meaning i slight.~T.

+ The aense of the pamsage is that if, being alive, I avoid Karns,
defeat will be mine. Ou the other hand, if, encountering him, 1 meet
with death, defeat will not be mige,—T.
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applanding those among them that were cclebrated for theix
former achievemeufs, caused the car-warriors of his qwn army
to continue to stand in their posts® Not seeing his brother
Yudhishthira of Ajamida’s vace, the diadem-decked Arjuna,
adorned, besides, with a necklace of gold, speedily approached
Bhima and enquired of him the whereabouts of the king, say-
ing,—Tell me, where is the king ??—Thus asked, Bhima said,~~
King Yudlishthira the just hath gone away from this place,
his limbs scorched with Karna’s shafts. % i3 doubtful whether
he still liveth !*~—Hoaring those words, Arjuna said,—~For this
reason go thou quickly from this spot for bringing intelligence
of the king, that best of all the deseondants of Kuru! With«
out doubt, deeply picrced by Karna with shafts, the king hath
gone to the camp® In that ficrce passago-at-arms, though
deeply pierced by Drona with keen shafts, the king, endued
with great activity, had still stayed in battle, expectant of vie-
tury, until Drona was slain!®* That foremost one among the
Pandavas, possessed of great magnanimity, was greatly im-
perilled by Karna in today's battle ! For ascertoining his condi-
sion, quickly go hence, O Bhima?! I will stay here, checking
all our foes ¥—Thus addressed, Bhima said,—0 thou of great
glory, zo thyself for ascertaining the condition of the king, that
bull amongst the Bharatas! If, O Arjuna, I go there, many
foremost of heroes will then say that I am frightened in baitle 1®
—Then Arjuna said unto Bhimasena,—The Samsopiukas ara
before my division! Without slaying those assembled fues firsf,
it is impossilbe for me to stir from this place 1*—Then Bhima-
gena said unto Arjuna,~Relying upon my own mighs, O foremosé
one among the Kurus, I will fight with all the Sumsaptakus in
battle! Therefore, O Dhananjaya, do thou go thyself1°*—’

“Sanjays continued,—Hearing, in the midst of foes, those
words of his brother Bhimasena that were difficult of accom-
plishment, Arjuna, desiring o see the king, addressed the
Vrishni hero, saying,’'—Wrge the stceds, O Hrishikega, leaving
this sea of troops! I desire, O Kegava, to see King Ajita-
¢atru 110

“Sanjaya continued,—Tust as he was on the point of urg-
ing tho ateeds, Kegava, that foremosf one of the Dagarhas,

o1
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addressed Bhima, saying,—This feat is not at all wonderful for
thee, O Bhima! Iam about to go (hence). Slay these as-
memobled foes of Partha !'*—Then Hrishikegs proceeded with
very great speed to the spot where king Yudhishthira was, O
king, borne by those steeds that resembled Garuda’* having
stationed Bhima, that chastiser of foes, at the head of the
army and baving commanded him, O monarch, to fight (with
the Samsapinkas).’* Then those two foremost of men, (viz,
Krishna aud Arjuna,) proceeding on their car, approached the
king who was lying alone on his bed. Both of them, alight-
ing from that car, worshipped the feet of king Yudbishthira
the just.* Beholding that bull or tiger among men safe and
gound, the two Krishnas beeame filled with joy like the tfwin
Aqwins on seeing Vasava'® The king then congratulated them
hoth like Vivaswat congratulating the twin Agwins, or like
Vrihaspati congratulating Cakra and Vishnu after the slaughter
of the mighty Asura Jambha* King Yudhishthira the just,
thinking that Karna had been slain, became filled with joy, and
that scorcher of foes thereupon addressed them in these words
1 » voice ehoked with delight. ™*

SectioNy LXVL

“ Tudhishthira said,—Weleome, O thoun that hast Devaki
{ur thy mother, and welcome to thee, O Dhananjaya! The sight
of bath of you, O Achyuta and O Arjuna, i3 exceedingly agree-
able ! I see that without being wounded yourselves you two,—
his foes,—have slain the mighty car-warrior Karna!®® He was
in battle like unto a snake of virulent poison. He was accom-
plished in all weapons. The leader of all the Dhartardshiras,
he was their armour and protector!® While fighting, he was
nlways protected by Vrishasena and by Sushena, both of whom
are great bownren'! Of great energy, he had received lessons from
Rama in weapons! He was invincible in battle!* The fore-
wmost one in all the world, as a car-warrior ha was celebrated
throughout all the worlds. He was the saviour of the Dhirta-
riashtras, and the proceeder in their van!* A slayer of hostile
troops, he was the crusher of large bands of foes, Ever en~
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gaged in Duryodhana’s good, he was always prepargd to inflick
woe on us!' He was invincible in battle by the very gods with'
Vasava at their head. In energy and might he was equal
unto the god of fire and the god of wind® In gravity he was
nnfathomable as the Nether world. The enhancer of the joys
of friends, ho was like the Destroyer himself unto foes! Hav-
ing slain Karna (who was even 80) in dreadful battle, by good
huck it is that you two have come, like a couple of celestials
after vanquishing an Asura /® Today, O Achyuta and Arjuna,
a groat battle was fought between myself exerting with might
and that hero who resembled the Deostroyer himself while
seeking to exterminate all creatures!” My standard was cuf
down, and my two Parshni drivers also were slain by
him. I was also made stecedless and carless by him in the
very sight of Yuyudha@ng' of Dhrishtadyumna, of the twins
{Nakula and Sahadeva), of the heroic Cikhandin, as also in
the very sight of the sons of Draupadi, and all the Pancha-
las 1 Having vanquished these his innumerable foes, Karna
of mighty energy them vanquished me, © thou of mighty
arms, although I exerted myself resolutely in battle!®* Purs
suing me then and, without doubt, vanquishing all my pro-
toctors, that foremost of warriors addressed me in diverse
harsh speeches.'’* That I am still alive, O~ Dhananjaya, is
due to the prowess of Bhimasena, What more need 1 say?
I am unable to bear that humiliationt* For thirieen years,
© Dhananjaya, through fear of Karna, I did not obtain any
sleep by night or any comfort by day !'* Filled with hatred of
Karna, I burn, O Dhananjaya! Like the bird Vdddhringsa I
fled from Karna, knowing that the time for my own destruction
had come.*® The whole of my time had passcd in the thought
as to how I would accomplish the destruction of Karna in
battle '" Awake or aslesp, O son of Kunti, I always beheld
Karna (with my mind’s eye). Wherever I was, the universe
appeared to me to be full of Karna!'* Inspired with the fear
of Karna, wherever I used to go, O Dhananjaya, thither I
beheld Karna standing before my eyos!'* Vanquished, in batitle,

* 1 do not understand the allusion.—T.
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with my steeds and car, by that hero who néver retreated from
battle, alive I was let off by him ™ What use have I of lifo
or of kingdom either, since Karna, that ornament of battle, to-
day cried fie on me 7' That which I had never befure mef
with at the hands of Bhishma or Kripa or Drona in battle, that
I met with today at the hands of the Suta’s son, that mighty
car-warrior ** 1t is for tlis, O son of Kunti, that I ack thee
today about thy welfare! Tell me in detail how thou hast
slain Karna today "* In battle Karna was equal unto Cakra
bimself. In prowess he was equal unto Yama. In weapons he
was equal unto Rama. How thon hath he been slain#** He
was regarded as a mighty car-warrior, conversant with all modes
of worfare. He was the foremost of all bowmen, and the onc
man amongst all men ** O prinee, the son of RadhaA was
always worshipped by Dhritarashtra and his son, for thy sake!
How thon hath he been slain by thee **  In all engagements,
Dhritarashtra’s son, O Arjuna, used to regard Karna as thy
death, O bull among men®" How then, O tiger among men,
hath that Karna been slain by thee in battle? Tell me, O son
of Kunti, how that Karna hath been slain by thee® How,
while he was enagaged in battle, didst thou, O tiger among-
men, strike off his head in the very sight of all his friends like
& tiger tearing off the head of a Ruru deer 7* That Suta’s
son who in battle searched all the points of the compass for
finding theo, that Karna who had promised to give a car with
Biz bulls of elephantine proporiivns unto him that would point
thee out,® I ask, deth that Karna of wicked soul lie teday on
the bare ground, slain with thy keen asmrows equipt with Kanka
foathers? Having slain the Suta’s son in batile, thou hast
accomplished a deed highly agreeable to me ! Encountering
him in battle, hast thou really slain that Suta's son, who, filled
with arroganco and pride and bragging of his heroism, used to
soarch overywhere on the field of baitle for thee 7 Hast
thou, O sire, really slain in battle that sinful wretch who used
to always challenge thee and who was desirous, for thy sake,
of giving unto others a magnificent car, made of gold, along
with & number of clephants and buNs and steeds?** Hast thou
roally slain today that sinful wight who was cxceedingly dear,
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fo Suyodhans, and who, intoxicated with pride of heroiam,
used always to brag in the assembly of the Kurus ¥ En-
countered in battle, doth that wretch lie today on tHe field,
his limbs exceedingly mangled with sky-ramging shafts sped
by thee from thy bow and all steeped in blood? Have the
two arms of Dhritarishtra’s son been (at last) broken ?*
Have those words been unfulfilled uttered from folly by him
who, filled with pride, used to always boast in the midst
of the kinga for gladdening Duryodhana, saying,—I will slay
Fhilguna ©®** O gon of Indra, hath that Karna of little un-
dorstanding been slain by thee today, that Suta's son who
made the vow that he would not wash his feet as long as
Partha lived ?** That Karna of wicked understanding who in
the assembly, bafure the Kuru chiefs, had addressed Krishna,
saying,—] Why, O Krishna, dost thou not abandon the Panda-
vas that are divested of might, exceedingly weak, and fallen 7]"
—~that Karna who had vowed for thy sake, saying that he
would not return from battle without having slain Krishna and
Parsha,—I ask, doth that Karna of sinlul understanding lie
today on the field, his body pierced .with shafta?*® Thou
knowest the nature of the batile that took place when the
Srinjayas and the Kanravas encountered each other, the battle,
viz,, in which I was brought to that distressful plight.
Encountering that Karna, hast thou slain kim today #° O
Savyasichin, hast thou today, with blazing shafts sped from
Gandivag, cut off from the trunk of that Karna of wicked
understanding his resplendent bead decked with ear-rings ?*'
Pierced with Karna's shafts today, I had, O hero, thought
of thee (that thou wouldst slay him)! Hast thou then, by
the slaughter of Karna, made that thought of mine true?4®
In consequence of the protection granted him by Karna, Suyo-
dhana, filled with pride, always recked us little. Displaying
thy prowess, hast thou today destroyed that refuge of Suyo-
dhana ?** That Suta's son of wicked soul, that Karna of
great wrath, who had formerly, in the presence of the Kaura-
vas and in the midst of the assembly, called us sesame seeds
without kernel, encountering that Karna in battle, haat thow
slain him today #** That Sula’s son of wicked soul who had,
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HWughing the while, sommanded Dusgisana to forcibly drag
Yajnasena's daughter wen in gambling by Suvala’s son, hath he
been alain today by thee ** That Karna of little underatand-
ing who, having been counted as only half a car-warrior during
the tale of Rathas and Atirathes, had upbraided that foremost
of all wielders of weapons on Earth, viz., our grandsire Bhishma,
hath he been slain by thee ?** Extinguish, O Phalguna, this
fire in my heart that is born of vindictiveness and is fanned
by the wind of humiliation, telling me that thou hast slain
Karna today, having encountered him in battle!*™ The news
of Karna's slaughter is exceedingly agreeable to me. Tell me,
therefore, how the Suta’s son hath been slain! Like the divine
Vishnu waiting for the arrival of Indra with the intelligence of
Vritra's slaughter, 1 had so long waited for thee, O hero 1—'"*

SzoroNy LXVILL

“Sanjaya said,—‘Hearing these words of the righteous king
who had been filled with anger, that high-souled d¢iratha, viz.,
Jishnu of infinite energy, replied unfio the invincible Yudhish-
thira of great might, saying,'—While batitling with the Sam-
saptakaes today, Drona's son who always procoedeth at the head
of the Kuru troops, O king, suddenly came before me, shooting
shafts that resembled snakes of virulent poizon** Beholding
my car, of rattle deep as the roar of clouds, all the troops
began to encompass it. Slaying full five hundred of those,
I then, O foremost of kings, proceeded against Drona’s son.t
Approaching me, O king, that hero, with great resolution,
rushed against me like a prince of elephants against a lion, and
desired to rescue, O monarch, the Kaurava car-warriors that
wore being slaughtered by me.* Then, in that battle, O Bharata,
the preceptor’s son, that foremost of heroes among the Kurus,
ineapable of being made to tremble, began to aflict me and
Janirddana with whelted shafts resembling poison or fire’

* The Bengal reading of the ‘last word of 2 is evidently incorrect,
The correct reading seemus to be Kurusaingerdjan us given in the Bombay
edit on,—T.
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While engaged in battle with me, eight carts, each drawn by
eight bullocks, carried his hundreds of arrows, He shot them
all at me, but like & wind destroying the clouds I destroyed
with my shafts that arrowy shower of his.* He then shot at
me, with skill and force and resolution, thousands of other
arrows, all sped from his bow-string stretched to his very ear,
even like a black eloud in the season of rains pouring in torrents
the water with which it is chagred” 8o quickly did Drons's
son career in that battle that we could not discern from which
side, the left or the right, he shot his arrows, nor could we
rotice when he took up his arrows and when he let them off®
Iﬁdeed, the how of Drona’s son was seen by us to be incessantly
drawn to a circle, At last, the son of Drona picrced me with
five whetted arrows and Vasudeva also with five whetied
arrows,® Within the twinkling of an eye, however, I afflicted
hiny with thirty shafts endued with the force of thunderbolts,
Exceedingly aflicted with those shafta sped by me, he soon
assumed the form of a procupine.’ All his limbs becarne bath-
ed in blood. Beholding his troops, thore foremost of warriors,
all covered with blood and overwhelmed by me, he then entered
the car-division of the Suta’s son.'* Beeing the troops over-
whelmed by me in battle, and struck with fear, and beholding
ihe elephants and steeds flying away, that* grinder (of hestile
bosts), viz, Karna, approached me quickly with fifty preat
car-warriore. Slaying them all and avoiding Karna, I have
quickly come hither for seeing thee® All $he Panchilas are
aflicted with fear at sight of Karna like kine at the scent of
s lion. The Prabhadrakas also, O king, having approached
Karna, are like persons that have entered the wide-open jaws
of Death.® Karna has already despatched to Yama's abode
full seventeen hundred of those distressed car-warriors. Indeed,
0O king, the Suta's son did not become cheerless till he had a
sight of us.* Thou hadst first been engaged with Aqwattha-
man and exceedingly mangled by him. I heard that after that
thou wert seen by Karna. O thou of inconceivable feats, I
thought that thou must have, O king, been enjoying rest (in
the camp), having come away from the eruel Karna!* I have
geen, O son of Pandu, the great and- wonderful (Bhargava)
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weapon of Karna displayed in the van of batile. There is now
no other warrior among the Srinjayas that is able to resist the
mighty car-warrior Karna '*  Let Cini's grandson Satyaki, and
Dhrishtadyumna, O king, be the protectors of my car-wheels.
Let the heroic princes Yudh&manyu and Uttamaujas protech
my rear.” O thou of great glory, encountering that heroic and
invincible car-warrior, viz., the Suta’s son, staying in the hostile
army, like Cakra encountering Vritra, O foremost of kings,™®

I will, O Bhiirata, fight with the Suta’s son if he can be found

in this battle today! Come and behold me and the Suta’s son

contanding with each other in battle for vietory !* There, the

Prabhadrakas are rushing towards Karna like persons rushing
towards the face of 5 mighty bull! There, O Bharats, six
thousand princes are sacriicing themselves in battle for the

sake of heaven!"™ If, putting forth my strength, I do not,
O king, slay Karna teday with all his relatives while engaged

in battle with him, then that end wili be mine, O lion among

kings, which is his that does not accomplish a vow made by

him 1" T bag of thee, bless me, saying that victory will be

mine in battle! Yonder, the Dbhartarfshtras are about to

devour Bhima! I will, O lion among kings, slay the Suta’s

son and his troops snd all our foes 1—" "%

= Secrion LXVIIL,

“Sanjayn said,—Hearing that Karna of mighty energy was
still alive, Prith&'s son Yudhighthira of immeasurable energy,
exceedingly anrgy with Phalguna, and burning with the shafts
of Karna, said these words unto Dhananjaya:'-—O sire, thy
army is fled and hath been beaten in a way that is scarcely
honorable ! Inspired with fear and deserting Bhima, thou
hast come hither since thou hast been unabie to slay Karna®™
Thou hast, by entering her womb, rendered the conception
of Kunti abortive! Thou hast acted improperly by desert-
ing Bhima because thou wert unable to slay the Suta’s
son!® Thou hadsé, O Partha, said unto me in the Dwaiix
woods that thou wouldst, on & single car, slay Karm, Why
then, through fear of Karns, bast thou come hither, avoiding
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Karna and deserting Bhima #*  If in the Dwaits woods thon
hadst said unto me,—{O king, I shall not be able to fight with
Karna {}—~we would then, O Partha, have made other arrange-
ments suitable to the cireumstances * Having promised to me
the slaughter of Karna, thou hast not, O hero, kept that
promise! Bringing us into the midst of foes, why hast thou
broken us into pieces by throwing us down on a hard soil ?*
Expecting diverse gond things and benefita from thee, O Arjuns,
we have always uttered blossings on thee! All those expecta-
tions, however, O prince, have proved vain like those of persons
expectant of frnit getting instead a trac burthened only with
flowers ' Like a fish-hock hid within a picce of meat, or
poison overlaid with food, thon didst, for disappointing us at
last, print out destruetion in the shapo of kingdom unto our-
selves covetous of kingdom ' For these thirteen years, O
Dhananjaya, we have, from hope, lived relying on thee, lika
sced sown-on Earth in expectation of the showers sent by the
gods in season !* Even those were the words thut a voice in the
skies had said unto Prithd on the seventh day after thy birth,
O thou of foolish understanding !—[This son of thine that ix
born will have the prowess of Vasava himself! He will van-
quish all his hersic foes* Endued with superior energy, he
will at Khandava vanquish all the celestials united together
and diversa other creatures! This one will subjugate the
Madras, the Kalingas, and the Kaikayas. This one will, in the
midst of many kings, slay the Kurus!’* There will be no bow-
man superior to him, and no creature will ever be able to
vanquish him! With his senses under control, and having
obtained mastery over all branches of knowledge, this one, by
merely desiring it, will bring all creatures under subjoction to
himsel{!'* This kigh-souled son that is born of thee, O Kunti,
will in beauty be the rival of Soms, in speed of the god of
wind, in patience of Meru, in forgiveness of Earth, in splendour
of Surya, in prosperity of the Lord of treasures, in courage of
Cakra, and in might of Vishnu! He will be the slayer of all
foes like Vishnn the son of Aditi! Endued with immeasurable
enorgy, ha will be colebrated for the destruction he will deal to
foes and the success he will win for friends! He will, besides,
32
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be the founder of a race {]'***—~Even thus, in the skieg, on the
summit of the Catacringa mountains, in the hearing of many
ascetics, that voice spoke. All that, however, hath not come to
pass! Alas, it shows that the gods even may speak unsruths I'*
Hearing also the words of praise always uttered about thee
by many foremost of Riskis, I never expected that Suyodhana
would win success and prosperity or that thou thyself wouldst
be afflicted with the fear of Karna?* Thou ridest upon an
excellent car constructed by the celestial artificer himself, with
axles that do not creak, and with standard that bears the ape.
Thou bearest a sword attached to that belt of gold and silk. This
thy bow Gandive is full six cubits long. Thou hast Kegava for
thy driver. Why then, through fear of Karna, hast thon come
away from battle, O Partha!'” If, O thou of wicked sonl, thon
hadst given this bow to Kegava and become his driver, then
Kegava would have (by this time) slain the fierce Karna like
(Cakra) the lord of the Maruis slaying with his thunder the
Asura Vritra?™ If thou art unable to resist the fierce son ef
Radhii today as he is careering in battle, give this thy Gandiva
today to some other king, that may be thy superior in (the use
and knowledge of ) weapons !** If that be done, the world will
not then behold ue bereft of sons and wives, deprived of happi-
aess in consequence of the loss of kingdom, and sunk, O son
of Pandn, in sn unfathomable hell of great misery " It
would have been better for thee if thou hadst never been born
in the womb of Kunti, or, having taken thy birih there, if
shon hadss come out on the fifth mowth an abortion, than to
‘have, O prince, thus-come awsay from battle, O thon of wicked
soul ' Fie on thy @andive, fie on the might of thy arms, fie
on thy inexhaustible arrows! Fie on thy bapner with the
gigantic ape on it, and fie on thy car given thee by the god
<f fire I—' "¢

* The Bombay eflition conteine abont 8 mere wersea m thiz sectiom.
It ia difficult to decide whether tliey sre genuine. I prefer, however,
‘to follow the Bengal texte in such matters,~T.
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“Semaya said —Thus addressed by Yudhishthira, Kunti's
son owning white steeds, filled with rage, drew his sword for
slaying that bull of Bharata’s race! Beholding his wrath,
Kegava, conversant with the workings of the (human) heart,
said,—Why, O Partha, dost thou draw thy sword? T do not,
O Dhananjays, behold any one here with whom thou hast o
fight! The Dhartardshiras have now been assailed by the in-
telligent Bhimasena* Thou camest fronr battle, O son of
Kunti, for soeing the king! The king has been soen by thee.
Indeed, Yudhishthira is well* Having seen that tiger among
kings who is endued with prowess equal to that of a tiger, why
this fully at a time when thou shouldst rejoice ?* I do not
see here, O son of Kunti, the person whom thou mayst sliy !
Why then dost thou desire to strike? What is this delusion
of thy mind ?* Why dost thou, with such speed, take up that
formidable sword? I ask thee this, O son of Kunti! What
is this that thou art about, ingsmuch aa, ¢ thou of inconceiv-
able prowess, thou graspest thab sword in anger 7"—Thus ad-
dressed by Krishna, Arjuna, casting his eyes on Yudhishthira,
and breathing like an angry snake, said unto Guvinda?—I
would cut off the head of that man whe would tol! me—Gite
thy Gandive lo another person I—Even this is my secret vow.®
Those words have beon spoken by this king, O thou of im-
measurable prowess, in thy presence, O Goviuda! I dare not
forgive them 1 T will for that slay this king who hiinself fears
the -slightest falling off from virtue. Slaying this best of men,
I will keep my vow !t It is for this that I have drawn the-
sword, O delighter of the Yadus! Even I, slaying Yudhish-
thira, will pay off my debt to truth!™® By that I will dispel
my grief and fever, O Janarddana! I ask thee; what do yow
think suitable to the circumstances that have arisen #* Thou,
O sire, knowest the entire past and future of this universe!
I will do thet which thou wilt tell me 1"’

“Sanjuyw continued,—‘Govinda then said—Fie, Fic—unto
Pariha aud once moze continued to say,"*—I now kuow, O Par-
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tha, that thou hast not waited upon the old, since, O tiger
among men, thou hast yielded to wrath at a time when thont
shouldst not have dome so 1" No one that is acquainted with
the distinctions of morality would act in the way, O Dhananjays,
in which thou, O son of Pandu, that art unacquainted with
them are for acting todsy I'* He, O Partha, is the worst of men
who achieveth acts that should not be dore and acts that are
spparently proper but condemned by the scriptures.'** Thou
knowest not the conclusions of those learnod men who, waited
upon by pupils, declare their opinions, following the dictates
of morality.’®t The man that is not acquainted with those
eonclusions becomes confounded and stupified, O Partha, even as
thou hast been stupified. in discriminating between what should
be done and what should not.*® What should be done and what
should not, cannot be ascertained easily. Everything can be
ascortained by the aid of the scriptures. Thou, however, art
not acquuinted with the scriptures.®  Since (believing thyself )
conversant with merality thoun art desirous of observing moral-
ity (in this way, it seoms) thou art actuated by ignurance,
Thou believest thyself to be conversant with virtue, but thou
dost wot know, O Partha, that the slaughter of living creatures
is & sin®*  Abstention from injury to animals is, I think, the
highest virtue. One may even speak an untruth, but one
should never kitl** How then, O foremyst of mon, couldst thou
wish, like an ordinary person, to slay thy eldest brother, the
Xing, who is conversint with morality #* The slaughter of
& person not engaged in battle, or of a foe, O Bhirata, who has
turned his face from battle or who flios away or seeks protection
or joins his hands or yiolds himself up or is careless, is never

¥ Akdrydndam Kriydndm meane acts that should uot be done, Kdrya-
ndm Akrigdrdam, i. ¢, acts condemned (by the seriptures) Lut neverthe-
Jers appeariug as proper, such as the alaughter of the eldest brobber for’
keeping a vow.—T.

+ Samdsavistiravitylit, one acquainted with a subjeet Loth in detail
and in the gross; in other words, a learned person, or & mau of great
experience. Upisthitts iv explzined by Nilakanthia as waited upon by
pupils. Kuthayeyue is, lit.,, speak or prench.—T
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applauded by the righteous. All these attributes are in thy
superior.®*** This vow, O Partha, was adopted by thee be-
fore from foolishness. In consequence of that vow thou art
now, from folly, desirous of perpetrating a sinful act’? Why,
O Piartha, dost thou rush towanrds thy reverend superior for
slaying him, without having resclved the exceedingly subtile
course of morality that is, again, difficult of being under-
stood T will now tell thee, O son of Pandu, this mystery
connected with morality,—~this mystery that was declared
by Bhishma, by the righteous Yudhishthira*® by Viduras
otherwise called Kshatri, and by Kunti of great celebrity. I
will tell thee that mystery in all ite details. Listen to it, O
Dhananjaya **  Oue who speaks truth is righteous, There is
nothing higher than truth. Behold, however, truth as prac-
tised ia exceedingly difficult to be understood as regards its
essential attributes® Truth may be unutterable, and even
falsehood may be ubterable where falsehood would become
truth and truth would become falschood® In a situation of
peril to life and in marriage, falsehoud becomes utterable. In
a situation involving the loss of one’s enlire properiy, falsehood
becomes utterable.®® On an vecasion of wurriage, or of enjoy-
ing & woman, or when lifo iy in dunger, or when one’s entire
property is about to bo taken away, or for the sake of a
Brahmana, falsehood may bs utiered. These five kinds of
falsehood have been declared to be sinless,* On these ocea-
sious falsehood would become truth and truth would become
falsehood.” He is a fool that practises truth without knowing
the difference between truth aud falsehood One is said to be
conversant with morality when oue is able to distivguish be-
tween truth and falsehood*® What wonder then in this that
8 man of wisdom, by perpetrating even a cruel act, may ub-
tain great merit like Valaka by the slaughter of the blind
beast 2 What wonder, again, in this that a foolish and igno-
rant persen, from even the desire of winning merit, earns great
sin like Kaugika (living) among the rivers —**

* 1 ¢, all the atiributes that would make sluughter ceusurable ocour
in Yudhishihrja,—T.
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“<Arjuna said,—Tell me, O holy one, this story that I may
understand it, viz., this illustration about Valaka and aboug
Kaucika (living) among rivers |—¥

“‘Vastdava said,—There was a certain hunter of animals,
O Bharata, of the name of Valika. He used, for the liveli-
hood of his sons and wives and not from will, to slay animals *®
Devoted to the dnties of his own order and alwaye speaking
the sruth and never harbouring malice, he used also to support
his parentaand others that depended upon him.** One day,
searching fur animala even with perseverance and care, he found
none, At last he saw a beast of prey whose sense of smell sup-
plied the defect of his eyes, employed in drinking water®* Al-
though he had never seen such an animal before, still he slow it
immediately. After the slaughter of that blind beast, & floral
showerfell from the skies (npon the hoad of the hunter).*®
A eolastial car also, exceedingly delightful and resounding with
the songs of Apsaras and the music of their ingtruments, came
from heaven for taking away that hunter of animals** That
beast of prey, having undergone ascetic austerities, had obtain-
ed & boon and had become the cause of the destruetion of all
croatures. For this reason he was made blind by the Self-born.**
Having slain that animal which had resolved to slay all crea-
tures, Valika went to heaven, Morality is even so difficult of
being understood** There was an ascetie of the name of Kau-
¢ika without much knowledge of the scriptures® He lived on
& spot not much removed from a village, at a point where many
rivers met.* He made a vow, saying,—I must always speak
tho truth !—He then became celcbrated, O Dhananjaya, as a
speaker of truth** At that time certain persons, from fear of
robbers, entered that wood (where Kaugika dweli). Thither
even, the robbers, filled with rage, searched for them carefully.*?
Approaching Kaugika then, that speaker of truth, they asked
him, saying,—[O holy one, by which path have a multitude of

“men gone a little while before ? Asked in the name of Truth,

* I prefer the reading iapaswi nevahugrutas, The other reading,
noticed by Nilakantha, is tupaswinovadingruias, meauing the foremosl: of
sacetics, &c,—T.



EARNA PARVA, 255

-answer us, If thou hast seen them, tell us this.]**—Thus adjured,
Kaugika told them the truth, saying,—[Those men have entered
this ‘wood crowded with many trees and creepers and plants]*
—Even thus, O Partha, did Kaugika give them the informa-
tion. Then those cruel men, it is heard, finding out the
persons they sought, slew them all®® In consequence of that
great gin consisting in the words spoken, Kancika, ignorant of
the subtilities of morality, fell into a grievous hell** gven as a
foolish man, of little knowledge, and unascquainied with the
distinetions of morality, falleth into painful hell by not having
agked persons of mge fur the solution of his doubts** There
must be somo indications for distinguishing virtue from sin.
‘Sometimes that high and unattainable knowledge may be had
by the exercise of reason®* Many persons say, on the one
hand, that the scriptures indicate morality. I do not contra-
dict this. The scriptures, however, do not provide for every
case.’* For the growth of creatures have precepts of morality
‘Been declared.$? That which is connected with abstention from
injury must, for certain, be morality. The precepts of morality
were made for making creatures abstain 1rom injury.® And
‘because it upholdeth all, therefore is morality called Dharma.
In fact, morality upholdeth all creatures, Therefore, that is
morality, without doubt, which is ealenlated, to uphold (cres-
tures)¥® One should never have any interconrse with those
'persons that on any occasion hope to acquire virtue by acting
according to the precepts of unassisted reason, or to win salva-
tion, as regards situations about which the scriptures are
-gilent, by the smme means,” (In situations again where neither
‘the scriptures nor wisdom of the remson affords any light),
‘when the necessity to spoeak arises, one should maintain
gilence, or, if silence produces any risk (to one’s ownself or
to others), it is better to speak an untruth. Verily, that
untruth is treth Te that, in view of ceriain purposes,
makes a vow which he does not keep by his acts, obtaing not
the fruit of that vow™* On occasions of danger to life, or

* Verses GO, 61, and 62 are what are called orucer or Vydsakutas
I have fullowad the gloss of Nilakautha in readering them, Nydyena in
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of marriage, or of risk of destruction to ono’s entire body of
relatives and kinsmen, or of jests, that which is said will not
be regarded as falschood.* They that are conversant with
the truths of morality do not behold sin in all this. There
where by even an oath one may escape from the company of
thieves and robbers** it is better to swoar falsely, for that
falsehood would, without denbt, be truth. No one should
give his wealth to thieves, if. of course, he can avoid it by
any means* The gift of one's wealth to sinful men aficts
the giver himself. 'Therefore, a falsehnod uttered for the sake
of & righteons end does mot become falsehood.®* I have now
duly declared unto thee tha indications by which morality or
its roverse) mav be ascertained. Having heard all this, tel! me,
O Pirtha, if Yudhishthira deserves to ba slain by thee {*"—
“‘Arjuna said—Thou, O Krishna, art of great wisdom
and great intelligence! That which thou hast said for our
good is undoubtedly true 1 Thoun art as a mother unio us
as also a father! Thou, O Krishna, art our great refuge! It
is for ‘this that thou givest us excellent counsel*® There is
nothing in the threa worlds, O Krishna, that is not known to
thee! Therefore, thou knowest high morality in all its de-
tails™ I certainly regard king Yudhishthira the just to be

60 alludes to the numeraun precapts of a moral character referrible to the
human wisdom unesaisted by inapiration or the seriptures, such as “the
wise man shonlid make others happy. Even that is woralip offered to the
Deity.” Abujenana has reference to the silence of the scriptures on any
particular matter. Grammatically, icchanti is understood after Moksham
in the aecond line of 60, Reparding the morality of what ja said in 61,
one of the fictions of Sir Walter Scott, viz., Woodstock, furnishes an ap$
illuatration in the anawer of Sir Henry Lee to Oliver Cromwell when t?)a
former wan arked nbout the presence nr otherwise of Lours Karneguy in
the houre. Hnwever camwists may argne, no reader, whatever his prin.
'ciples, would deapise the honest eavalier for a lie whoas object was the
safety of hia king. In 82, what in arid, parhaps, ia that Arjuna, by not
keeping hin vow, incurred only ths loss of the fruits of that vow, and as
hir vow had been motivelesn or had procseded at best from’vanity or self-
conesit, his lows would be immaterinl, At any rate, he ran no risk of sin
by not keeping hia foolish vow.—T
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unslayable by me. In this, however, that is my preseat pur-
pose, tell me graciously something that I may do, Listen now
to something elss in my heart and which I will now declare I'*
Thou knowest, O thou of Dagiirha’s race, what my vow is! I
would, putting forth my might, slay bim among men that would
toll me these words, viz.,—[Give thy Gandiva to some other
person, O Partha, who is thy superior in weapons and energy ]
—So Bhima also will slay the person that will call him bread-
less.* The king hath repeatedly used those very words to me,
in thy presence, O hero, viz..—[Give thy bow [J*"*—If I slay
him, O Kegava, I will not be able fo live in this world for even
a moment. Having intended again the slaughter of the }tihg
through folly and the loss of my mental faculties, I have . been
polluted by sin 1™ It behoveth thes today, O foremost of all
righteous persons, $o give me such counsel that my vow, known
throughout the world, may become true while at the same fima
both myself and the eldest son of Randu may live F*— _
“-Vasudeva said,—The king was fatigued, and under the in-
fiuence of grief. He had been mangled in battle by Karna with
numerous arrows. After that, O hero, he was repeatedly struck
by the Suta’s son (with his shafts), while he was retreaiing from
battle.™™ It was for this that, laboring under a load of sorrow,
he spoke those improper words unto thee in wrath. He pro-
voked thee by those words so that thou mightst alay Karnws
in battle”™ The son of PAndu knows that the wretched Karna
is incapable of being borne by any one else in the world (save
thee)! It was for this, O Partha, that the king in great wrath
eaid those harsh words to thy face.™ The stake in the game of
today’s battle has been made to lie in the ever alert and alwaya

# Tt is difficult for foreigners to catch the senss of this word as &
term of abuse or reproach. The fact ia, the Indian races believe that a
beardless parson is more of & woman than a man, the hirsute appendagas
of mavhood are eo highly prized by them. In Bengal the word Jhost
{Sanskrit— Tuvaraka ) is still a term of reproach. No person, in the
morning, rising from bed, should eee the face of a man that in destitute
of the hirsute houoxs of manhood.—T.

1 The Bengal reading Ayuddiyamdnas scems to be correct.—T,

33 - ’
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unbearable Karng. That Karna being slain, the Kauravas
would necessarily be vanquished. Even this is what the royal
son of Dharma had thought" For this, the son of Dharma
-does not deserve death. Thy vow aiso, O Arjuna, should be
kept. Listcn now to my counsels that will be agreeable to
thee,—to counsels in consequence of which Yudhishthira with-
-out being actually deprived of life may yet be dead'® As long
a8 ono that is deserving of respect continues to reccive respect,
he is «aid to live in the world of men. When, however, such &
peraon mests with disrespect, he is spoken of as one that is
-dead though alive*? This king hath always been respected by
thee and by Bhima and the twins, as also by all heroes and all
persons in the world that are venerable for years. In some
4rifle then show him disrespect.*® Therefore, O Partha, address
thiz Yudhishthira as thou when his usual form of address is
your honor, A superior, O Bharaia, by being addressed as
#hou, is killed though not deprived of life P Bear thyself
thus, O son of Kunti, towards king Yudhishthira the just
Adopt this censurable behaviour, O perpetusater of Kuru's race 3¢
This best andition of all auditions, hath been declared by both
Atharvan and Angiras* Men desiring good should always act
in this way without scruples of any kind** Without being
'deprived of life a superior is yet said to be killed if that vener-
able one is addressed as thon. Comversant with duty as thou
'art, address king Yudhishthira the just in the manner I have
indicated®® This death, O son of Pandy, at thy hands, king
Yudhishthira will never regard as an offence committed by
thee, Having addressed him in this way, thou mayst then
wurship his feet and speak words of respect unto this son of
Prithii and soothe his wounded honor'® Thy brother is wise,
The royal son of Pandu, therefore, will never be angry with
thes, Freed from falsehood as also from fratricide, thou wilg
ghen, O Pirtha, cheerfully slay the Suta’s son Karna!—' "

* Crati is Tendered ‘audition,’ having been firat declared by Brahman:
t0 & hearer,—! ’
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"Sanjays said,~—Thus addressed by Janirddana, Pritha's som

Arjuna, applauding those counsels of his friend, then veohe-
mently addressed king Yudhishthira the just in language thaé
was harsh and the like of which he had never used before
“‘Arjuna said,—Do thou net, O king, address these up-
braidings to me,—thou that art passing thy time full two miles
away from battle! Bhima, however, who is battling with
the foremost herves of the world may upbraid me™ Having
afBlicted his foes at the proper time in battle, and slain
many brave lords of Earth and many foroemost of car-warriors
and huge elephants and many heroic horsemen and countless
brave combatants,® he hath, in addition, slain a thousand’
elephants and ten thousand KAmvoja mountaineers, and is
uttoring loud leonine roars in battle like a livn alter slaying
«innumerable smaller animals * That hero achieveth the most
difficult feats, the like of which thou canst never achieve!
Jumping down from his car, mace in hond, he hath destroyed
a large number of stecds and cars and elephants in baiile ™
With also his foremost of swords he hath destroyed many
horsemen ard cars and steeds and clephants?  With the broken
limba of cars, and with his bow also, he consumeth his foes I
Endued with the prowess of Indra, with: his feet and also
his bare arms he slayeth numerous foes.' Possessed of great
might and resembling Kuvera or Yama, he destroyeth the
hostile army, putting forth his strength, That Bhimasens
hath the right to upbraid me, but not thou that aré always
protected by friends " Agitating the foremost of car-warriors-
and elephants and siceds and foot-soldiers, Bhima, eingle-
handed, is now in the midst of the Dhirlarishtras! That
chastiser of foes hath the right to upraid me ™ That chaatiser
of foes who is slaying the Kalingas, the Vanges, the Angas,
the Nish&das, and the Magadhas, and large numbers of hostile
elephants that are ever infuriate and that look like masses of
blue clouds, is competent to upbraid me” Riding on a suit-
able car, shaking his bow: at the proper time, and with shafts in
his (otker) hand, that hero pourcth showers of arrows in great
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battle like the clouds pouring torrents of rain'® Eight hundred
elephants, I have seen, with their frontal globes split open and
the ends of their tusks cut off, have today been slain by Bhima
with ahaftain battle. Tha$ slayer of foes is eompetent to tell
me harsh words.'! The learned say that the sirength of fore-
moet of Brihmanas lies in speech, and that the Kshatriya's
sirength is in his arms. Thou, O Bharata, art strong in words
sud very unfealing! Thou thinkest me $o be like thyself'*
I always sirive to do thee good with my soul, life, sons,
and wives! Since, notwithstanding all this, thou still piercest
me with such wordy dars, it is evident that we cannot expect
any happiness ' from thee.'* Lying on Draupadi's bed thoun
insultest me, though for thy sake I alay the mightiest of car-
warriors! Thou art without any anxiety, O Bhéarata, and
thou art eruel! I have never obtained any happiness from
thee I'' It was for thy good, O chief of men, that Bhishma,
firmly devoted to truth, himself told thee the means of his death
in battle, and wasg slain by the heroic and high-souied Cikhan-
din, the son of Drupada, protected by me® I do not derive
any pleasure from the thought of thy restoration to sovercignty,
since thou art addicted o tho evil practice of gambling! Hav-
ing thyself committed a wicked act to which they only are
nddicted that are low, thou desirest now to vanquish thy foes
through our aid!" Thou hadst heard of the numerous faulis
and tho great sinfulness of dice that Sahadeva spoke about.
Yot dice, which is worshipped by the wicked, thou couldst not
abandon! It was for this that all of us have fallen into hell I'?
We have never derived any happiness from theo since thou
wert engaged in gambling with dice. Having, O son of Pandu,
thysolf caused all this calamity, thou art, again, addressing -
those harsh words to me!'* Slain by us, hostile troops are
lying on the field, with mangled bodies and uttering loud wails !
1t was thou that didst that crual act in consequence of which
$he Kauravas have become offenders and are being destroyed 1°
Nations from the North, the West, the East, and the South,
are being strock, wounded, ard slain, after the performance of
incomparable feats in battle by great warriors of both sides?®
It was thou thad hadst gambled ! It was for thee that we losk
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our kingdom! Our calamity arose from thee, O king! Strik-"
ing us, again, with the ecruel goad of thy speeches, 0 king,
do not provoke our wrath I*'—

“3anjaya said,—‘Having addressed these barsh and exceed-
ingly bitter words unto his eldest brother and thereby com-
mifted a small sin, the intelligent Savyasdchin of calm wis.
dom, who is ever actuated by the fear of falling away from
virtue, bacame very cheerless.*® The son of the chief of the
colestials became filled with repentance, and breathing heavily,
drew his sword. Seeing this, Krishna asked him,—What is this ?
Why dost thou again unsheathe thy sword blue as the sky 7'*
Tell ma what thy answer is, for then I shall give thee counsel
for the gratification of thy object ! —Thus addressed by that
foremost of men, Arjuna in great sorrow answered Kegava, say-
ing*—I shall, putting forth my strength, slay my own self by
whom this wicked act hath been done !'—Hearing those words
of Pirths, Kegava, that foremost of all righteous persons, said
this unto Dhananjaya,*—Having said these words unto the
king, why hast thou become so cheerless? O slayer of foes,
thou desirest now to destroy thy own eelf. This, however, O
Kiritin, is not approved by the rightevus ** If, O hero among
men, thou hadst today, from fear of sin, slain this thy eldest
brother of virtuous soul, what would then have been thy condi-
tion and what wouldst thou not then have done?? Morality
is subtile, O Bharats, and unknowable, especially by those that
are ignorant. Listen to me aa I preach to thee! By destroying
thy own self thou wouldst sink into & more terrible hell than
if thou hadst slain thy brother ** Declare now, in words, thy
own merits. Thou shalt then, O Pirtha, have slain thy own
self **—Applauding these words, saying,—Let it be zo0, O
Krishna —Dhananjaya, the son of Cakra, lowering his bow, said
unto Yndhishthira, that foremost of virbuous persons,—Listen,
O king !*® There is no other bowman, O ruler of men, like unto
myself, except the deity that bears Pindka! I am regarded
by aven that illusirious deity. In a moment I can destroy this
universe of mobile and immobile creatures ** It was I, O king,
that vanquished all the poinis of the compass with all the
kings ruling there, and brought all ¢o thy subjection! The
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Rajasuya (performed by thee), brought to completion by gift
of Dakshind, and the celestial palace owned by thee, were
both dle to my prowess!™ In my hands are (marks of)
gharp shafts and a stringed bow with arrow fixed thereon. On
both my scles are the signs of cars with standards, No one
caun vanquish a person like me in battle ** Nations from the
North, the West, the East and the SBouth, have been atruck
down, slain, exterminated, and destroyed. A small remnant
only of the Samsapfakas is alive, I alone have slain half of she
entire (hostile) army I** Slaughtered by me, the Bharata host
that resembled, O king, the very host of the celestials, is lying
desd on the field. I stay those with (high) weapons that are
conversant with high weapons. For this reason I do not reduce
the three worlds to ashes*® Riding upon my terrible and
victorious car, Krishna and myself will soon proceed for slaying
the Suta’s son! Let this king become cheerful now. I will
gurely slay Karna in battle, with my arrows I**  Either the Suta
dame will today bo made childless by me, or Kunti will be
made childless by Karna! Truly do I ray it that I will not put
off my armour without having slain Karua with my arrows in
battle 1#1—'

“Sanjaya said,—'Having said these words unto that foremost
of virtuous persons, viz., Yudhishthira, Partha threw down his
weapons and cast aside his bow and qguickly thrust his sword
into the sheath® Hanging down his head in shame, the dia-
dem-decked Arjuna, with juined hands, addressed Yudhishthirs
and said —Bo cheerful, O king, forgiving me! What I have
said, you will understand a little while after! I bow to thee!?®
~~Thus sacking to cheer that royal hero capable of bearing all
foes, Arjuna, that foremost of men, standing there, once more
said,~This task will not be delayed! It will be accomplished
soon! Karna cometh towards me. I shall proceed againat

* The meaning ia that if I wished to destroy persons unconversant
with {superior) weapons by means of the {(superior} weapons I have, then,
by this time, I oould consome the pniverse, It is, however, & rule with
me that I never use my superior weapons agaizat any one who is un-
aoquainted with superjor weapons.—T,
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him ™ J shall, with my whole soul, proceed for rescuing Bhima
from the battle and for slaying the Suta’s son! I tell thee
that I hold my life for thy good! Know this for the truth, O
king *:—Having said so, the diadem-decked Arjuna of blazing
splendour touched the king's feet and rose for proceeding to
the field*® Hearing, however, those harsh words of his brother
Philguna, Pandu’s son, king Yudhishthire the just, rising up
from that bed {on which he had been sitting), said these worda
unte Pértha, with his heart filled with sorrow **—0 Partha, I
have acted wickedly! For that, ye have been overwhelmed
with terrible calamity ! Do thou sirike off, therefore, this my
head today! I am the worst of man, and the exerminater of my
race ** Y am a wretch! I am addicted to wicked courses, X
am of foolish understanding! I am idle and s coward! I am
an insulter of the old! I am cruel! What wouldst thou gain
by always being obedient to a cruel person like me?* A
wretch that I am, I shall this very day retire into the woods!
Live you happily without me! The high-souled Bhimasena is
fit to be king! A eunuch that I am, what shall I do with
sovereignty #** I am incapable of bearing these harsh speeches
of thyself excited with wrath! Let Bhima become king ! Hav-
ing been insulted thus, O hero, what use have I with life ?*'—
Having said these words, the king, leaving that bed, suddenly
&tnod up and desired to go to the woods. Then Vasudeva, bow-
ing down, said unto him,**—O king, the celebrated vow of tha
wielder of Fndiva who is ever devoted to truth, about his Gan-
-déva, is known to thee I** That man in the world who would teil
him-—[Give thy Gdndiva to another]—would be slain by him,
Even those very words were addressed to him by you.** There-
fore, fur keeping that earnest vow, Partha, acting also at my
instance, offered you this insult, O lord of Earth! Insult to
superiors is said to be their death®* For this reason, O thou of
mighty arms, it beboveth thee to forgive ma that bessech and
bow to thec this tramsgression, O king, of both mysslf and
Arjuna commitied for maintaining the truth! Both of us, O
great king, throw ourselves on thy mercy !*** The Earth shall
today drink the blood of the wretched son of Radha! I swear
truly to thoe! Know the Suia’s son as slain todsy | He whose
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slaughter thou desirest hath today lost his life *—Hearing
those words of Krishna, king Yudhishthira the just, in s great
flurry, raised the prostrate Hrishikeqa ' and joining hia hands,
said in haste,~—I¢ is oven 80 as thou hast said! I have been
guilty of a transgression " I have now been awakened by thes,
O Govinda! Iam saved by thee, O Madhava! By thee, O
Achyuta, we have today been rescued from a great calamity I*f
Both of us stupified by folly, viz., myself and Arjuns, bave
been rescred from an ocean of distress, having obsained thee as
our lord ** Indeed, having obtained the raft of thy intelli-
gonce todey, we have, with our relatives and allies, passed
over an ocean of sorrow and grief! Having obtained thees,
O Achyuta, we are not masterless |—' "%

Secrion LXXI

“Sanjayn said,— Having heard thess joyful words of king
Yudhishthirs, Goviuda of virtuous soul, that delighter of the
Yadus, then addressed Partha.! The lattier, however, baving at
the instance of Krishna, addressed those words unto Yudhish-
thira, became exceedingly cheerless for having committed a little
gin.' Then Viasudeva, as if amiling, said unto the son of Pindn,
—Whsat would have been thy condition, O Partha, if, observ ant
of virtue, thon hadst slain the son of Dharma with thy sharp
sword ? Having only addressed the king as thou, such cheer-
lessness hath possessed thy heart ** If thou hadst slain
the king, O Partha, what wouldst thou have done afier that?
Morality is so unuknowable, ezpecially by persons of foolish
understanding * Without doubt, great grief would have been
thine in consequence of thy fear of sin. Thou wouldst have
sunk also in terrible hell in consequence of the slaughter of
thy brother * Gratify now this king of virtuous behaviour,
this foremost of all practicers of virtue, this chief of Kuru's
race! Even this is my wish.'! Gratifying the king with devo-
tion, and afier Yudhishthira will have been made happy, we
two will proceed against the car of the Suta’s son for fighting
him! Slaying Karna today with thy keen shafls in batile,
do thou, O giver of honors, give great happiness fo Dharma's
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son!' Even-this, O mighty-armed one, is what I think to be
suitable to this hour! Having done this, thy purpose will be
achieved "°—Then Arjuna, O monarch, in shame, touched
king Yudhishthira’s feet with his head."* And he repeatedly
said unto that chief of the Bharatas,—Be gratified with me!
Forgive, O king, all that I have said from desire of observing
virtue and from fear of gin I"'—'*

"Sanjaya said,—Beholding Dhananjays, that slayer of foes,
lying weeping at his feet, O bull of Bharata’s race, king
Yudhishthira the just'* raised his brother. And king Yudhish-
thira, that lord of Earth, then embraced his brother affection-
ately and wept aloud** The two brothers, of great splendour,
having wept for a long while, at last became freed from grief, O
monarch, and as cheerful as before.”® Then embracing him onca
more with affection and smelling his head, the son of Pandu,
excoedingly gratified, applauded his brother Jaya and said,""—
O thou of mighty arms, in the very sight of all the troops, my
armonr, standard, bow, dart, steeds, and arrows, were cut off
in battle, O great bowman, by Karna with his shafts, although
I exerted myself with care I'* Thinking of and secing his feata
in battle, O Philgona, I lose my energies in grief. Life itself
is no longer dear to me !'* If thou dost not slay that hero in
battle today, I will cast away my life-breatha! What use
have I with life #**—Thus addressed, Vijaya replied, O buil of
Bharats's race, saying,—I swear by Truth, O king, and by thy
grace’® by Bhima, O best of men, and by the twing, O lord
of Earth, that today I shall slay Karna, in battle, or, being
myself slain by him fall down on the Earth! Swearing
truty, I touch my weapons '—Having said these words unto
the king, he addressed Madhava, saying,'*—Without doubt,
O Krishna, I will slay Karna in battle today ! Aided by thy
intelligence, blessed be thou, the slaughter of that wicked-
sonled one is certain "*—Thus addressed, Kecava, O best of
kings, said unto Partha,—Thou art competent, O best of the
Bharatas, to slay thé mighty Karna ** Even this hath ever been

® Nilakantha balieves these verses (1-12) to ba interpolations. No-
thing wore likely. ‘They are ovidently repetitions.—T,
34
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my thought, O mighty car-warrior, as to how, O best of men,
thou wouldst slay Karna in battle **—Endued with great intelli-
gence, Madhave once more addressed the son of Dharma, say-
ing,—0 Yudhishthira, it behoveth thee to comfort Vibhatsu,"
and command him to slaughter Karns of wicked sonl!* Hav-
ing heard that thou hadst been afflicted with the chafts of
Karna, myself and this one came hither, O son of Pandu,
for ascertaining thy plight!™ By good luck, O king, thou
wert not alain! By good lack, thou wert not seized! Comfort
thy Vibhatsu, and bless him, O sinless one, with thy wishes
for his victory "*—

« ‘Tudhishthirs said,—Come, come, O Pirtha, O Vibhatsu,
and embrace me, O son of Pandu! Thou hast told me bene-
ficial worde that deserved to be said, and I have forgiven thee 1**
I command thee, O Dhananjaya, go and slay Karna! Do not,
©O Partha, be angry for the harsh words I said unto thee (-

“Sanjaya continued,—Then Dhananjaya, O king, bowed
unto Yudhishthira by bending his head, and seized with his
two hands, O sire, the feot of his eldest brother ! Raising
him and embracing him closely, the king smelt his head and
once more maid these words unto him'*—O Dhananjaya, O
vhou of mighty arms, I have boon greatly honored by thee!
Do thoun ever win greatness and victory !**—

«‘Arjuns said,—Approaching REdha’s son today that is
proud of his might, I shell slay that man of sinful deeds with
my shafts in battle, along with all his kinsmen and followers "
Ho who, having bent the bow strongly, afflicted thee with his
ghafts, I say, that Karna will obtain today the bitter fruit of
‘that act of his!*® Having slain Karna, O lord of Earth, I
shall today come back from the dreadful battle to pay thee my
respacts by walking behind thee! I tell thee this iruly!*
Without having stain Karna I shall not come back today from
the great battle. Truly do I swear this by touching thy feet,
‘O lord of the universe {*'—"

“Sanjaya continued,—Unto the diadem-decked (Arjuna)
who was speaking in that way, Yudhishthira, with a2 cheerful

® The commang of & superior is the sure moans of yeccom,~T,
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heart, said these words of graver import:®—Do thou obtajn
imperishable fame, and such & poriod of life as accordeth with
thy own desire, and victory, and energy, ond the destruction
of thy foes! Let the gods grant thee prosperity! Obtain thon
all these to the measure desired by me! Go quickly $o battle,
and slay Karna, even as Purandara slew Vritra for his own

sggrandisement 1" "1

Secerion LXXIT.

“Sanjaya said,—'Having with a cheerful hoart gratified king
Yudhishthira the just, Partha, prepared to slay the Suta’s aon,
addressed Govinda, saying,'—Let my car ba once more equips,
and let my foremost of steeds be yoked thereto! Leb all kinds
of weapons be placed upon that great vehicle * The steods havo
rolled on the ground. They have been trained by persona skill-
od in horse-lore. Along with the other equipments of the car,
let them be quickly brought and docked in their trappings!®
Proceed quickly, O Govinds, for the slaughter of the Suta's
8on }—Thus addressed, O monarch, by the high-souled Phal-
guna, Krishna commanded Daruka, saying,—Do all that
Arjuna, that chief of Bharata’s race and that foremost of all
wielders of the bow, hath said *—Thus ordered by Krishna,
Darukas, O best of kings, yoked those nteeds unto that car
covered with tiger-skins and ever capable of scorching all fues®
He then represented unto the high-souled son of Pindu the
fact of having equipt his vohicle. Bsholding the car equipé.
by the high-souled Daruka’ Phalguna, obtaining Yudhish-
thira's leave and causing the Brihmanas to perform propitiatory
rites and utter benedictions on him, ascended that excellent
vehicle? King Yudhishthira the just, of great wisdom, also
blessed him. After this, Philguna proceeded towardd Karna's
ear.' Boholding that great bowman thus proceeding, all
creatures, O Bhiarata, rogarded Karna as already slain by the
Bigh-souled Pandava.'® All the poinis of the compass, O king,
YWecame serene, King-fishers and parrots and herons, O king,'®
wheeled around the son of Pands. A large number of beauti-
ful aud auspicious birds, O kimg called Pung,” causing Arjuna
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(by their timely appearance) to put forth greater speed in baitle,
cheerfully uttered their cries around him. Terrible Kankas
and valtures, and cranes and hawks and ravens, O king'?
tempted by the prospect of food, proceeded in advance of his
car, and indicated auspicious omena'* foreboding the destruc-
tion of the hostile hoat and the slaughter of Karna, And while
Partha proceeded, s copious perspiration covered his body."”
His anxiety also became very great as to how he would achieve
his vow, The alayer of Madbu then, beholding Partha filled
with anxiety as he proceeded, addressed the wielder of Gandiva
and said these words.”*

“‘Yisudeva ssid,—O wielder of (F@ndiva, save thee there
exiets no other man that could vanquish those whom thou hast
vanquished with this bow of thine ' We have seen many
heroes, who, endued with proweas like that of Cakra, bave
attained to the highest regions, encountering thy beroic self
in battle ™ Who olse, O puissant one, that ia not equal to
thee, would be safe and sound afier encountering Drona and
Bhishma and Bhagadatta, O sire, and Vinda and Anuvinda of
Avanti and Sudakshina the chief of the Kamvojas and Cruta-
yudha of mighty energy and Achyutayudha as well #*#** Thou
hast celestial weapons, and lightnesa of band, and might, and
thou art never stupified in battle! Thou hast also that humi-
lity which is due to knowledge™ Thou canst strike with
offect! Thou hast sureness of aim, and presence of mind as
regards the selection of means, O Arjuna! Thou art compe-
tent to destroy all mobile and immobile creatures including the
vory gods with the Gandharvas* On Earth, O Partha,
there is no human warrior who is equal to thee in battle!
Amongst all Kshatriyas, invincible in battle, that wield ihe
bow** amongst the very gods, I have not seen or heard of
even ono that is equal to thee! The Creator of all beings,
viz,, Brahmar, himeelf created the great bow Gandiva™ with
which thou fightest, O Partha! For this reason there ismno
one that is equal to thee! I must, however, O son of Pandu,
say that which iz beneficial o thee™ Do not, O mighty-
armed one, disregard Karna, that ornament of batile: Karna
is poasessed of might, He is proud and uccomplished in weap-
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ons. Heisn Mahdrafha'* Ho is accorplished (in the ways
of battle) and conversant with all modes of warfare. He ia
also well acquainted with all that suits place and time.
What need is thers of saying much? Hear in brief, O son of
Pandu ™ 1 regard the mighty car-warrior Karna as thy equal,
or, perhaps, thy superior! With the greatest care and resolu.
tion shouldst thou slay him in great battle!™ In energy he
is equal $0 Agni. As regards speed, he is equal to the impetu-
osity of the wind. In wrath, he resembles the Destroyer him-
self. Endued with might, he rescmbles a lion in the formation
of his body.** He is eight Ratnis* in stature, His arms are
large. His chest is broad. He ia invincible. He is sensitive,
Heis a hero. He is, again, the foremost of heroes. He is
exceedingly handsome Possessed of every accomplishment
of o warrior, he is a diapeller of the fears of friends, FEngaged
in the good of Dhritarishtra’s son, he alwnys hates the sons
of Pandu® Nu one, not even the gods with Visava at
their head, can slay the son of Radhii, save thee, as I think!
Slay, therefore, the Suta’s son today!™ No one possessed of
flesh and blood, not even the gods fighting with great care,
not, all the warriors (of the three worlds) fighting together, can
vanquish that car-warrior™ Towards the Pindavas he is
always of wicked soul and sinful behaviour, and cruel, and of
wicked intelligence. In his quarrcl with fhe sons of Pandy,
ho is actuated by no consideration affecting his own interests.
Slaying that Karna, therefors, fulfill thy purpose todsy !** Des-
patch today unto Yama's presence that Suta’'s son, that fore-
most of car-warriors, whose death is near! Indeed, slaying
that Suta's son, that first of car-warriors, show thy love for
Yudhishthira the just ! I know thy prowess truly, O Partha,
which is incapable of being resisted by the gods and dsurus!
The Suta’s son of wicked soul, from exceeding pride, alwaye
disregards the sons of Pandu!” O Dhananjaya, slay that man
. today for whose sake the wretched Duryodhana regardeth him-

% A Raizi ia a sort of cubit measvred from the elbow to the end of
the closed fist ; it ia supposed to be equal to the breadth of 21 fingers,
making the thumb as the fnger of mensurement.—1.
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self a horo, that root of all (those) sinfal persons, that son of
s Suta i Blay, O Dhananjaya, that tiger among men, that
active and proud Karna, who hath the sword for his tongue,
the bow for his mouth, and arrows for his teeth™ I know
thee well as regards the energy and the might that are in thee!
Slay the brave Karna in battle, like a lion slaying an ele-
phant™ Slay in batile today, O Partha, that Karna, other-
wisg called Vaikartana, in consequence of whose energy Dhrita-
rashira’s son disregards thine 1" "+

SecTion LXXIII

“Sanjaya said,—'Once more Kecava of immeasurable soul
said these words unto Arjuna who, O Bharata, was advancing
(to batile), firmly resolved upon slaying Karna.!~Today is the
seventeenth day, O Bhirata, of this terrible massacre of men
and elephants and steeds :* A the outset vast was the hoat
that belonged to you. Encounsering the foe in battle, that
host has beon very much reduced in numbers, O king!" The
Kauravas also, O Partha, wore numerous at first, teeming with
elephants and steeds. Kucountering thee, however, as their
foe, they have been nearly exterminated in the van of battle !
Thase lords of BEarth sud these Srinjayas, united together, and
thess Pandava troops also, oblaining thy invincible self as
thoir leader, are mautaining sheir ground on the field* Pro-
tocted by thee, O slayer of foes, the Panchilas, the Matsyas,
the Karushus, and the Chedis, have caused a great destruction
of thy fues! Who is there thad can vanquish the aseembled
Kauravas in battle ? On the other hand, who is there that can
vanquisk the mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas protected
by thee? Thou, however, art competent to vanquish in
battlo the three worlds consisting of the gods, the Asuras, and
human beings, united togesher! What need I 3ay then of the
Kaurava host 7'  Save thee, O tiger among men, who else is
there, even if he resemble Vasava himself in prowass, that
could vanquish king Bhagadatta?* So also, O sinless one,
all the lords of Earth, united together, are incapable, O Partha,
of even gaziog af this vast force that is protcoied by thee'?
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So also, O Partha, owing to their having been always pro-
tected by thee that Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin sueceed-
ed in slaying Drona and Bhishma ! Who, indeed, O Parths,
could vanquish in battle those two mighty car-warriors of
the Bharatas, viz., Bhiskma and Drona, both of whom were
endued with prowess equal that of Cakra himself 1'* Save
thee, O tiger among men, what other man in this world is
sble to vanquish those ficrce lords of Alkshuuhints, those
unreturning and invincible heroes, all accomplished in weapons
and united together, viz, Cinianu's son Bhishma, and Drona,
and Vaikartana, and Krips, and Drona’s son, and king Duryc-
dhana himself #'*** Innumerable divisions of soldiera have
been destroyed (by thee), their steeds and cars and elephants
having been mangled (with thy shafis)! Numberless Kshatri-
vas also, wrathful and fierce, hailing from diverse provinces,
have been destroyed by thee!'* Teeming with horse and
elephants, large bodies of combatants of diverse Kshatriya clans,
such as the Govasss, the Dasamiyas, the Vasitis, O Bharata,
and the Euasterners, the Vatadh&nas, and the Bhojas that are
very sensitive of their honor, approsching thee and Bhima, O
Bhirata, have met with destruction '™*  Of terrible deeds and
exceadingly fierce, the Tush&ras, the Yavanas, the Kha¢as, the
Darvibhisaras, the Daradas, the Cakas, the Kamathas, the
Ramathas, the Tanganas,'® the Andfirakas, the Pulindas, the
Kiritas of fierce prowess, the Mlecchus, the Mountaineers, and
the races hailing from the sea-side,” all endued with great wrath
and great might, delighting in battle and armed with maces,—
these all,—united with the Kurus aud fighting wrathfully for
Duryodhanas sake, were incapable of being vanquished in
battle by anybody else save thee, O scurcher of foes™* What
man, unprotected by thee, could advance, beholding the mighty
and swelling host of the DhartarAshiras arrayed in order
of battle ** Protected by thee, O puissant one, the Panda-
vas, filled with wrath, and penotrating into its midst, have
destroyed that host shrouded with dust and resembling a
swollen sea ** Seven days have clapsed since the mighty Jeyat-

#* Thia ia a trinles,—T,
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" sena the ruler of the Migadhas was slain in battle by Abhi-
manyu.** After that, ten thousand elephants, of fierce feats,
that used o follow that king, were slain by Bhimasena with his
mace® After that, other elephants, and car-warriors, by hun-
dreds, have been destroyed by Bhima in the exercise of his
might** Even thus, O Partha, during the progress of this
awiul battle, the Kauravas, with their steeds and car-warriors
and elephants, encountering Bhimasena and thee, O son of
Pandu, have from hence repaired to the region of Death B*
The van of the Kaurava army, O Partha, having been struck
down by the Pandavas, Bhishma shot showers of fierce shafta,
O sire *  Conversant with the highest weapons, he shrouded
tha Chedis, the Panchalas, the Karushas, the Matsyas, and
the Kaikayas, with his shafts, and deprived them of life!*?
The welkin became filled with gold-winged and straight-coursing
shafts, capable of piercing the bodies of all foes, thait issued
out of his bow. He slew thousands of car-warriors, shooting
showers of shafts at a time. In all, he slew a hundred thousand
men and elephants of great might." Abandoning the diverse
motions, each of a new kind, in which they careered, those
wicked kings and elephants, while perishing, destroyed many
steeds and cars and elephants. Indced, numberless were the
ghafts that Bhishma shot in battle,* Slaughtering the Pindava
host for ten days togather, Bhishma made the terraces of num-
berless cars empty and deprived innumerable elephants and
steeds of life™ Having assumed the form of Rudra or of Upen-
dra in battle, he afflicted the Pandava divisions and caused a
great carnage amongst them.** Desirous of rescuing the wicked
Suyodhana who was sinking in a raftless sea, he slaughtered
many lords of Earth among the Chedis, the Pinchalas, and the
Kuikayas, and caused a great massacre of the Pandava army
teeming with cars and steeda and elephants, Innumerable foot-
soldiers amongst the Srinjayas, all well armed, and other lords
of Earth, were incapable of even looking at that hero when he
careered in battle like the Sun himself of scorching splendour.*™**
At last the Pandavas, with all their resources, made & mighty
effort, and rushed against that warrior who, inapired with the
desire of victory, used to career in battle even in this way '**
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Without availing of any aid, he routed, however, the Pinda-
vas and the Srinjayas in battle, and came ¢u be regarded az the
one foremost hero in the world® Encountering him, Cikhan-
din, protected by thee, slew that tiger among men, with his
straight shafts** Having obtained thee that art a tiger among
men (as his foe), that grandsire is now stretched on a bed of
arrows, like Vritra when he obtained Visava for his foeAt
The ficree Drona also slaughtered the hostile army for five daya
together. Hiving made an impenetrable array and caused
many mighty car-warriors to be slain,*® that great car-warrior
had protected Jayadratha {for some time). Fierce as she Ies-
trayer himself, he caused a great carnage in the nocturnal battle*®
Enduned with great valour, the heroic son of Bharadwija con-
sumed innumerable combatants with his arrows, At last, en-
countering Dhrishtadyumna, he attained to the highest end+**
If, on that day, thou hadst not checked in battle all the
(Dhirtardshtra) car-warriors headed by the Suta’s sun, Drona
then would never have been slain*® Thon heldst in check
the whole Dhirtarishtra force. It was for thiz, O Dhannn-
jayas, that Drona could be slain by the son of Prishatat*
What other Kshatriya, rave thee, could in battle achievs
such feats for compassing the slanghter of Jayadrathn 74*
» Checking the vast (Kaurava) army and slaying many brave
kings, thou killedst king Jayadratha, aided by the might and
energy of thy weapons1**  All the kings regard the siaughter of
the ruler of the Sindhus to have been exceedingly wonder-
ful. I, however, do not regard it so, since it is thon that didst
it and thou art s great car-warrior!** If this vast assem-
blage of Kshatriyas, obtaining thee as a foe, suffer extermi-
nation in course of even a whole day, I should, I think, still
regard these Kubatriyas to be truly mighty **+ When Bhishma
and Drona have been slsin, the terrible Dhartarashtra host,

# 49 43, 44, constitute one sentence. To avoid & long and cumberous
structare, I have split it into three parts.—T.

+ The serss is this,—since thou art able to destroy the thres worlds
in & moment, I wonld regard there Kshatrivan truly mighty if it takep
thee & whele day to cxterminate them.—T.

as
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O Partha, may be regarded to have lost all its herces ™
Indeed, with all its foremost warriors slain, with its steeds,
cars, and elephants destroyed, the Bharata army looketh
today like the firmament reft of Sup, Moon, end atars’®
Yonder host of ficrce prowess, O Partha, hath been shorn of
its splendours today liko the Asura host in days of yore shorn
of its splendours by Cakra's prowess "™ The remmnant of that
grand muster now consista of only five great car-warriors,
viz., A¢gwatthiman and Kritavarman and Karna and Calya and
Kripa** Blaying those five great car-warriora today, O tiger
among mon, be thou a hero that hath killed all his foes, and
ibestow thon the Earth with all her islands and cities on king
Yudhishthira 1** Let Pritha’s sron Yudhishthira of immeasur-
nble energy and prosperity, obtain today the whole Earth w'th
the welkin above it, the waters on 15, and the necther regions
ibelow it ** Slaying this host like Vishnu in days of yore slay-
the Daityas and the Dinavas, bestow the Earth on the king,
like Hari bestowing (the three worlds) on Cakra ™ Let the
Panchalas rejoice today, their foecs being slain, like the celes-
tials rejoicing after the slaughter of the Danavus by Vishnu 15
If in consequence of thy regard for that foremost of men, viz.,
thy preceptor Drona, thou cherishest compassion for Acwat-
thiman, if, again, thou hast any kindness for Kripa for the .
sake of the respect that is due to o preceptor,” if, approaching
Kritavarman thou dost not despatch him today to Yama's
abodo in consequence of the honor that is due to one's kinsmen
by the mother's side,* if, O lotus-eyed one, approaching thy
mother's hrother, viz, Calya the ruler of the Madras, thou
Just not from compassion slay him* I ask thee, do thou,
avith keen shafts. O foremost of men, slay Karna today with
speoad, that vile wretch of sinful heart who cherishes the fiercest
hate for the soms of Pandu!*® This is thy noblest duty!
There is nothing in it that would be improper. We approve of
it, and there is no fault in the act!"™ The wicked-souled
Karna is the root, O thou of unfading glory, of that attempt,
O sinless one, made in the night for burning thy mother with
all her childran, and of that conduct which Suyodhana adopted
towards you in cgnsequence of that majch at dice I** Suyodhana
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always hopeth for deliverance through Karna. Filled with rage,
he endeavours to afflict me also (in consequence of that sup-
port) M It is the firm belief of Dhritarishtra’s royal son,
O giver of honors, that Karna, without doubt, will slay all
the Parthas in battle ** Though fully acquainted with thy
might, still, O son of Kunti, Dhritarashtra’s son hath selected
war with youn in consequence of his reliauce on Karna®
Karna also always says,—[I will vanquish the asscmbled FPar-
thas and that mighty car-warrior, viz., Vasudeva of DnagRrha’s
race !]*—DBuoying up the wicked-souled son of Dhritarishtra,
the wicked Karna always roareth in the (Kuru) assembiy!
Slay him today, O Bharata!® TIn all the acts of injury, of
which Dhritarashra’s son hath been guilty towards you, the
wicked-souled Karna of sinful understanding hath been the
leader ™ I saw the heroic son of Subhadrd, of eyes like those
of a bull, slain by six mighty car-warriors of cruel heart be-
longing to the Dhartarishtra army "' Grinding those bulls
among men, viz., Drona and Drona’s son and Kripa and other
heroes, he deprived elephants of their riders and mighty
car-warriors of their cars.™ The bull-nocked Abhimanyu, that
spreader of the fame of both the Kuvrus and the Vrishnis,
deprived steeds also of their riders and foot-soldiers of weapons
and life,’* Routing the (Kaurava) divisions and afflicting
many mighty car-warriors, he despatched innumerable men
and steeds and elephants to Yangs abude™ I swear by
Truth to thee, O friend, that my I;-I:us are burning at the
thought that while the son of Subhfadra was thus advancing,
consuming the hostile army with his shafts, sven on that oeca-
sion the wicked-souled Karna was engaged in acts of hostility
to that hero, O lord! Unable, O Partha, to stay in that batile
bafore Abhimanyu’s face, mangled with the shaftsa of Subha-
dra's son, deprived of consciousness, and bathed in hlood,
Karna drew deep breaths, inflamed with rage. At last, afflicted
with arrows, he was obliged to turn his back upon thp field.™*
Eagerly desirous of flying away and becoming hopeless of life,
he stayed for sometime in batile, perfectly stupified, and eox-
hausted with the wounds ho had received™ At last, hearing
those crucl words of Drona in battle,—words that were wuited
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$0 the hour,—Karna cut off Abhimanyu’s bow.'” Made bowless
by him in that battle, five great car-warriors then, well-versed
in the ways of foul warfare, slew that hero with showers of
sbafte*® Upon the slaughter of that horo, grief entered the
heart of every one. Only the wicked-souled Karna and Suyo-
dhana laughed in joy I** {Thou rememberest alao] the harsh and
bitter words that Karna cruelly said uhto Krishna in the (Kuru)
asgembly, in the face of the Pindavas and the Kurus "™—[The
Pandavas, O Krishna, are dead! They have sunk into eternal
hell! O thou of large hips, choose other lords now, O thou
of sweet speechcs ** Enter now the abode of Dhritarashtra
as 8 serving woman, or, O thou of cﬁrving eye-lashes, thy
husbands are no more ** The Pandavas will not, O Krishna,
be of nny service to thee today! Thou art the wife of men
that are alaves, O princess of Panchila, and thou art thy-
self, O beautiful lady, a slave!®® Today only Duryodhana
is rogardod as the one king on Earth! All other kingn of
the world arc worshipping the agoncy by which his administra-
tion is kept up®* Behuld now, O amiable one, how all the
sons of Pandu have equally fallen! Overwhelmed by the
enorgy of Dhritarishtra’s son, they are now silently eyeing
une anothor ¥ It is evident that these are sli sesame seeds
without kernel, and have sunk into hell! They will have to
serve the Kaurava (Duryodhaws), that king of kings, as his
slavos!P*—Even these were the foul words that that wretch,
viz., the sinful Karna of exceedingly wicked heart, spoke on
that oceasion, in thy hearing, O BhirataP* Let gold-decked
shafts whetted on stone and capable of taking the life of him
at whom they are sped, shot by thee, quench (the fire of)
those words'® and all the other wrongs that that wicked-souled
wight did unto thee! Let thy shafts quench all those wrongs
and the life also of that wicked wight "* Feeling the touch of
terrible arrows sped from GaAndive, let the wicked-souled Karna.
recollect today the words of Bhishma and Drona #* Let foe-
killing cloth-yard shafts, ecquipt with the effulgence of light-
ning, shot by thee, pierce his vital limbs and drink his blood **
Let fiorce and mighty shafts, of great impetuosity, sped by thy
srs, ponctrate the vitals of Karna today and despatch him bo
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Yama’s aboda I"*  Let all the kings of the Earth, cheerlesa and
filled with grief and nttering wails of woe, behold Karna fall

down from his car today, ailicted with thy arrows!®® Let his

kinsmen, with cheerless faces, behold Karna today, fullen down
and strefchod at his length on the Earth, dipt in gore and with
his weapons loosened from hie grasp I'*  Let the lofty standard
of Adhiratha’s son, bearing the device of the elephant’z rope,
fall Anttering on the Earth, cut off by thee with a broad: headed
arrow " Let Calya fly away in terror, abandoning the gold-
decked car (he drives) upun -seding iv deprived of its warrior

and steeds and cut off into fragments with hundreds of shafts
by thee ™ Let thy enemy Suyodhana today, beholding Adhi-
ratha’s son slain by thee, despair of both his life and king-
dom** Yonder, O Pirtha, Karna, equal unto Indra in energy,
or, parhaps, Cankara himself, is slaughtering thy troops with his
shafts ' Therc the Panchilas, though slaughtered by Karna
with his whetted shafts, are yet, O chief of Bharata's race,
rushing (to battle), for serving the cause of the Pandavasi™
Know, O Partha, that Karna is prevailing over the Panchilas,
amnd the (five) sons of Draupadi, and Dhrishtadyumna and
Cikhandin, and the sons of Dhrishtadyumna, and Catanika
the son of Nakula, and Nuakula himeelf, and Sshadeva, and
Durmukha, and Janamejaya, and Sudharman, and Satyaki 192
The loud uproar made by thoso allies of thine, viz,, the Pincha-

las, O scorcher of foes, as they are being struck by Karua in
dreadful battle, is heard *** The Panchilas have not at all been
inspired with fear, nor do they turn away their faces from the

battie! Those mighty bowmen aro utterly reckless of death in
great battle *** Encountering even that Bhishma who, single-
handed, had encompassed the Pandvava army with clouds of
shafts, the Panchilas did not turn away their faces from him I**¢
Then again, O chastiser of fues, they always atrove with alaerity
to forcibly vanquish in battle their great foe, viz, the invin-

cible Drona, that preceptor of all wielders of the bow, that blaz-

ing fire of weapons, that hero who always burnt his foes in battle !

They have never turned their faces from battle, afeared of Adhi-

ratha’s son 7! The hervic Karna, bowever, with his ahafia, iz
taking the lives of the Panchala warriors endued with -grent
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activity as they are advancing against him, like a blazing fire-
taking the lives of myriedn of insects '* The son of REdha,
in this Battle, is destroying in hundreds the Panchilas that are
advancing aghinat him,—those heroes, that is, that are resolved
to lay down their lives for the sake of their allies I''* It behov-
eth thee, O Bhiarata, to become a raft and rescue -those brave
warriors, those great bowmen, that are sinking in the raftless
ocean represanted by Karna !'** The awful form of that weap-
on which was obtained by Karua from that foremost of sages,
viz, Rama of Bhrigu's race, hath been displayed!** Secorch-
ing all the troops, that weapon of exesedingly fierce and awful
form is blazing with ita own energy, swrrounding our vast
army {** Those arrows, sped from Karna's bow, are coursiny
in battle, thick as flights of bees, and scorching thy troops!'i¢
Encounicring Kurna's weapon in battle, that is irresistible by

persons not having their souls under control, there the Fancha-

las, O Bharata, aro flying away in all directions!®* Yonder,

Bhima, of unappeasable wrath, surrounded on all sides by the

Srinjayas, is fighting with Karna, O Partha, afflicted by the
latter with keen shafts 1* If neglected, Karna will, O Bharata,

exterminate the Pandavas, the Srinjayas, and the Panchalas,
like & neglected disease whose germ has entered the hody !''?

Sava thee I do not see another warrivr in  Yudhishthire’s army

that would come home safe and sound, having encountered the
son of Radha in battle'* Slaying that Karna today with thy

keen shafts, O bull among men, act according to thy vow, O
Partha, and win great fame!"'* I tell thee truly, thou only

aré able to vanquish in batile the Kauravas with Karna amongst

them, and no one olse, O foremost of warriurs!*® Achieving

this great feat, viz,, slaying the mighty car-wamior Karna,

attain thy object, O Partha, and crownod with success, be

happy, O best of men 1=’ "M

Secrion LXXIV,

“Sanjaya said,—'Hearing these words of Kegava, O Bharata,
Vibhatsu soon cast off his anxiety and became cheerful®
Rubbing then thv siring of Gandive and sirctching i, he
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‘held his bow for the destruction of Karna, anrd addressed
Kacava, saying,'—With thes for my protector, O Govinda,
and when thou that art acquainted with the past and the future
-art gratified with me today, victory is sure to be mine? Aid-
ed by thee, O Krishna, I can, in great battle, destroy the
thres worlds assembled together, what need be said of Karna
then ?* 1 see the Panchala host is flying away, O Janarddana!
I geo also Karna carceringg foarlessly in battle * I see too the
Bhargava weapon careering in all direciions, having been
invoked by Karna, O thou of Vrishni's race, like the puissant
thunder invoked by Cakrai* This is thai battle in which
Karna will be slain by me and of which all creatures wili
speak as long as the Earth will last.” Today, O Krishna, un-
barbed arrows, impelled by my arms and sped from Gandiva,
mangling Karna, will take him to Yama® Today king Dhrita-
rashtea will curse that intelligence of his im consequence of
which he had installed Duryodhana, who was undeserving of
sovereignty, on the throne!® Today, O mighty-armed ons,
Dhritarashtra will be divested of sovereigniy, happiness, pros-
perity, kingdom, city, and sons'* I tell thee truly, O Krishaa,
that today, Karna being slain, Duryodbana will bacome hopeless
of both life and kingdom!'* Today, beholding Karna cut into
pieces by me with my arrows, like Vritra in days of yore by
Indra in the battle between the gnds and the Asuras, let
king Duryodliana call to mind the words thou hadst spoken
fur bringing about peace!® Today let the son of Suvala,
O Krishna, know that mny shafts are the dice, my Gandiva is
box for throwiny them, and my car, the cheguered ecloth '
O Govinds, slaying Karna with keen shafts I will dispel
the long sleeplessness of Kuntis son!™ Today the royal son
of Kuntl, upon the slaughter of the Suta’s son by me, shall
be gratified and be of cheerful heart and obiain happiness
for ever ** Today, O Kegava, I will shoot an irresistible and
unrivalled arrow that will Joprive Karna of life!®* Even this,
O Krishna, was the vuw of that wicked-souled one about my
slaughter, viz.,—7 will not wask my feet till I slay Phal-
guna M—Falsifying this vow of that wretch, O slayer of
Madhv, I will, with straight shafts, throw down his bedy today
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from his car 1 Touday the Earth will drink the blood of that
Buta’s son who in battle contemns all other men on Earth I'*
With Dhritarishtra's approbation, the Suta’s son Karns, boast-
ing of his own merits, had said,—Thou hast no husband now,
O Krishna My keen shafis will falsify that speech of his!
Like angry snakes of virulent poison, they will drink his life-
blood #* Cloth-yard shafts, of the effulgence of the lightning,
shot by myself possessed of mighty-arms and sped from Gan-
dive, will send Karna on his last journey ** Today the son of
Radha will repent for those eruel words that he said unto tlc
princoss of Panchils in the midst of the assembly, in disparage-
ment of the Pindavas™ They that were on that occasion
sesame seeds without kernel, will today bacome seeds with
kernel after the fall of the Suta's son Karna of wicked soul,
otherwise called Vaikartana ™—J will save ye from the sons
of Pandy I—even these were the words that Kama, bragging
of his own merits, said unto the sons of Dhritarashtra! My
keen shafts will falsify that speech of his!** Tuday, in the very
sight of all the bowmen, I will slay that Karna who said—7
will slay all the Panduvas with their sons " —Today, Q
slayer of Madhu, I will slay that Karna, that son of Radha, rely-
ing on whose prowess the proud son of Dhritarashtra, of wicked
understanding, always disregarded us®” Today, O Krishna,
after Koroa's fall, the Dhariardshtras with their king, struck
with panie, will fly away in all directions, like deer afear-
ed of the lion!** Today, let king Duryodhana repent him-
self, upon the slaughter of Karna, with his sons and relatives,
by me in battle’® Today, beholding Rarna slain, let the
wrathful son of Dhritarishtra, O Krishna, know me to be the
foremost of all bowmen in battle ** Today I will make king
Dhritarashira, with his sons and grandsons and counsellors and
servants, shelterless ** Today, cranes and other carnivorous
birds will, O Kegava, sport over the limbs of Karna cut off
into pieces with my - shafta?® Today, O slayer -of Madhu,
I wiil cut off in battle tha head of Radha's son Karna, in'the
very night of all the bowmen " Today, O slayer of Madhu,
I will cut off in battle the limba of Ridha's son of wicked soul
vith keen Vipathas and razor-faced arrows!* Today ihe
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heroic king Yudhishthira will cast off a great pain and a great
sorrow cherished long in his heart !* Today, O Kegava, slay-
ing the son of Ridha, with all his kinsmen, I will gladden king
Yudhishthira the son of Dharma ™ Today, O Krishua, I will
slay the cheerless followers of Karna in battle, with shafta
resembling the blazing fire or the poison of the snake!? To-
day, with my straight shafts equipt with vulturine fenthers,
I will, O Govinda, cause the Earth to be strewn with (the
bodies of ) kings cased in golden armour !® Today, O slayer of
Madhu, I will, with keen shafts, crush the bodies and cut off
the heads of all the foes of Abhimanyu!® Today I will
bestow the Earth divested of Dhirtarishtrason my brother, or,
perhaps, thou, O Kegava, wilt walk over the Earth divested of
Arujna* Today, O Krishoa, I will free myself from the debt
I owe to all bowmen, to my own wrath, to the Kurus, to my
shafts, and to Gandiva ** Today I will be freed from the
grief that I have cherished for thirteen years, O Krshna, by
slaying Karna in battle like Maghavat slaying Camvara 1**
Today, afier I will have slain Karoa in battle, let the mighty
‘car-warriors of the Somakas, who are desirous of accomplishing
the task of their allies, regard their task as accomplished **
Ido not know what will be the measure, O Madhava, of thoe
joy of Cini's grandson today after I will have slain Karna and
won the victery 1* Today I will slay Karna in 'batile as also
his son, that mighty car-warrior, and give joy to Bhima and
tho twins and Satyski** Today, slaying Karna in dreadful
battle, I will pay off my debt, O Midhava, to the Pianchilas
with Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin ** Today let all behold
the wrathful Dhananjaya fight with the Kauravas in battle and
slay the Suta’s son ** Once more let me utter my own praises
in thy presence !* In the science of arms there is none equal to
me in the world ! In prowess also, who is there that resembles
me? What other man is there that is equal to me in forgive-
ness? In wrath also, there is no one that is equal to me!*®
Armed with the bow and aided by the prowess of my arms,
I can vanquish the Asurasand the gods and all creatures
united together! Know that my prowess is higher than the
highest I** Alone assailing all the Eurus snd the Valhikas
86
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with the fire of my shafts issuving from Gandiva, T will,
putting forth my might, burn them with their followers like &
fire in the midst of a heap of dry grass at the close of winter I**
My palms besr these marks of arrows and this excellent and
outatretched bow with arrow fixed on the string, On each of
the soles of my feet occur the mark of a car and a standard,
When o person like me goeth forth to battle, he cannot be
vanquished by any one ™—Having said these words unto
Achyuta, that foromost of all heroes, that siayer of foes, with
‘blood-red eyes, proceeded quickly to battle, fir rescuing Bhima
and cuiting off the head frora Karnw'a trunk.’ "

SecTtox LXXV,

“Dhritarashtra said—1In that awful and fathomless en-
<counter of the Pindavas and the Srinjayss with the warriors
of my army, when Dhananjaya, O sire, proceeded for batile,
how, indeed, oscurred that fight 2*

“Snjays said,—'The innumerable divisions of the Pandava
army, docked with lofty atandards and swelling (with pride and
energy) and united together in battle, began to roar sloud,
drums and other insiruments constituting their mouth, like
masses of clouds at the close of summer uttering deep roars®
The battle that ensued resembled a banefn] shower out of
seagon, cruel and destructive of living ereatures. Huge ele-
phauts were its clouds; weapons were the water they were to
pour ; tha peal of musical instruments, the rattle of car-wheels,
and the noise of palms, constitnted their rosr; diverse wea-
pons decked with gold formed their flashes of lightning ; and
arrows and swords and cluth-yard shafts and mighty weapons
constituted their torrents of rain. Marked by impetuous onsets,
blood flowed in streams in that encounter, Rendered awful by
incissant strokes of the sword, it was fraught with a great
carnage of Kshatriyas.®™ Many car-warriors, united together,
encompassed one car-warrior and despatched him to Yema's
presenc:.  Or, one foramost of car-warriors despatched a single
adversary, or one despatched many adversaries nnited fogether®
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Again, some ore car-warrior despatched to Yama's abode some
one adversary along with his driver and steeds. Sowe one rider,
with a single elephant, despatched many car-warriors and
horsemen.* Similarly, Partha, with clouds of shafts, despatched
large numbers of cars with drivers and steeds, of elephants and
horses with their riders, and of foot-soldiers, belonging to the:
enemy. Kripa and Cikhandin encountered each other in that
battle, while S&tyaki proceeded against Duryodhana, And:
Cruta¢ravas was engaged with Drona’s son, and Yudhdmanyu:
with Chitrasena® The great Srinjaya car-warrior Uttamaujas
was engaged with Karna's son Sushena, while Sahadevs rushed:
against Cakuni the king of the Gandhiras like a hungry liom
azainst a mighty bull® The youthful Catanika, the som of
Nakula, rushed against the youthful Vrishasens the son of”
Karna, shooting showers of shafts. The heroic son of Karna
struck that son of the princess of Pianchila with- many arrows.'®
Conversant with all modes of warfare, MAdri’s son Nakula, that
bull among car-warriors, assailed Kritavarman. The king of
the Panchilas, viz., Dhrishtadyumna the son of Yajnasens,
attacked Karna, the commander of the Kaurava army, with all
his forces."* Dusciisana, O Bhirata, with the swelling host of
the Samsaptalas forming a portion of the Bharata army,
fiercely attacked in that battle Bhima, that foremost of warriors
of irresistible impetuosity.'”” The heroic Uttamanjas, putting
forth his strength, struck the son of Karna and cut off his head:
which fell down on the Earth, fitling the Earth and the welkin.
with a loud noise,” Beholding the head of Sushena lying on-
the ground, Karna became filled with grief. Soon, however,
in rage he cut off the steeds, the car, and the standard; of his.
son’s slayer with many keen shafts.' Meanwhile Uttamaujas,
piercing with his keen shafts and cutting off with his bright
aword the steeds of Kripa and those warriors also that protected:
Kripa's sides, quickly ascended the car of Cikhandin.!* Behold-
ing Kripa deprived of his car, Cikhandin who was on his
vehicle, wished not to strike him with his shafta, The son of”
Drona then, covering with his own the car of Kripa, rescued the
latter like a bull sunk in a mire** Meanwile Bhima the son of

the Wind-god, clad iu golden wail, began to scorch with his
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keen arrows the troops of thy sons like the mid-day Sun scorch-
ing everything in the surmer season.’ "*?

Secrion LXXVI,

“Sanjays said,—During the progress of that fierce engage-
ment, Bhima, while fighting alone, being encompassed by in-
numerable foes, addressed his driver, saying,—Bear me into the
midst of the Dhartarfishtra host ' Proceed, O charioteer,
with speed, borne by these steeds! I will despatch all these
Dhirtarishtras to the presence of Yama!—Thus urged by
Bhimasena, the charioteer proceeded, quickly and with great
impetuosity, against thy son’s host 4o that spoy whence Bhimw
desired to slaughter it. Then a large number of Kaurava
troops, with elephants and cars and horse and foot, advanced
against him from all sides**® They then, from every side,
began to strike that foremos$ of vehicles belonging to Bhima,
with numerous arrows. The high-sonled Bhima, however, with
his own shafts of golden wings, cut off all these advancing
arrows of his enemies* Thus cut off into two or three frag-
monts with Bhima's arrows, those shafls, oquipt with golden
wings, of his enemies, foll down on tho Earth. Then, O king,
amongst those foremust of Kshatriyas, struck with Bhima's
shafts, the elephants and cars end horse and foot,® set up a
loud wail, O monarch, that resembled the din made by moun-
taine when riven with thunder. Thus struck by Bhima, those
foremost of Kshatriyas, their limbs pierced with Bhima's
powerful shafts, rushed against Bhima in that battle from
every side, like new fedged birds towards a tree. When thy
troops thus rushed against him, Bhima of infuriate impetuosity
displayed all his impetuosity,' like the Destroyer himself
srmed with mace when he burns and exterminates all creatures
at the end of the Yuga, Thy soldiers were unable to resist in
that battle that fierce impetuosity of Bhima endued with fierce
impetuosity,? like that of the Dastroyer himself of wide-open
mouth when he rusheth at the end of the Yuga for exterminat-
ing all creatures, Then, O Bharata, like masses of clouds
scuttered by the tempost, the Bharata host, thus mangled and
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burnt in that battle by the high-souled Bhima, broke and fled
in fear in all directions, Then the mighty Bhimasena of great .
intelligence once more cheerfully said unto his charioteer,™*—
Ascertain, O Suta, whether those assembled cars and standards
that are advancing towards me, are ours or the enemy's!
Absorbed in battle, I am unable to distinguish them. Let
me not shroud our own troops with my shafts!** O Vigoka,
beholding hostile warriors and cars and the tops of their stand-
ards on all sides, I am greatly aflicted! The king is in pain.
The diadem-decked Arjuna also has not yet come. These things,
O Sute, fill my heart with sorrow !** Even this is my grief, O
charioteer, that king Yudhishthira the just should have gone
away, leaving me in the midst of the enemy. I do not know
whether he, as also Vibhatsu, is alive or dead! This adds to
my sorrow I** ] shall, howsver, though filled with great grief,
destroy thess hostile troops of great might ! Thus slaughtering
in the midst of battle my assembled foes, 1 shall rejoice with
thee today !'* Examing all the quivers containing my arrows,
tell me, O Suta, ascertaining the matter well, what quantisy
of arrows 1s still left on my car, that is, how much of what
gort 1}

“ ‘Thus commanded, Vicoka said,—Of arrows, O hero, thou
hast yet sixty thousand, while thy razor-headed shafts number
ten thousand, and bruad-headed ones number as much. Of
cloth-yard shafts thou hast stitl two thousand, O hero, and of
Pradaras thou hast still, O Pirtha, three thousand ! Indeed,
of the weapons, O son of Pindu, the portion that still remains
is not capable of being borns, if placed on carts, by six bul-
locks.!'* Shoot and hurl them, O learned one, for of maces
and swords and obher weapons used with the arms alone, thou
hast thousands upon thousands, as also lances and scimitars
and darts and spears! Never fear that thy weapons will
be exhausted I'""—

“ ‘Bhima said,—Behold, O Suta, today this awful battle in
which everything will be shrouded with my impetuous arrows
sped fiercoly from my bow and mangling all my foes, and in
consequence of which the very Sun will disappesr from the
fleld, making the later resemble the dark domains of Death 1™
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Today, even this will be known to all the Kshatriyas including
the very children, O Suta, viz,, that Bhimasena hath succumb-
ed in battle or that, alore, he hath subjugated all the Kurus t**
Today, let all the Kauravas fall in battle or let all the world
applaud me beginning with the feats of my earliest years!
Alone, I will overthrow them all, or let all of them strike
Bhimasena down "  Let the gods that aid in the achievement
of the best acts, bless me ! Lot that slayer of fues, viz,, Arjuns,
come here now like Cakra, duly invoked, quickly coming to a
sacrifice ' Behold, the Bharata host is breaking! Why do
those kinys fly away ? It is cvidont that Savyaschin, that fore-
most of men, is quickly shrouding that host with hia shafts 1**
Behold, those standards, O Vigoka, and elophants and steeds
and bands of foot-soldiers are flying away ! Behold, these cars,
assailed with shafts and darts, with those warriors riding on
them, are being scattered, O Suta !"* Yonder, the Kaurava
host, assailed with the shafts, equipt with wings of gold and
foathors of peacocks, of Dhananjaya and resembling thunder-
bults in force, though slaughtered extensively, is repcatedly
filling it gaps " There, cars and steeds and elephants are fly-.
ing away, crushing down bands of foot-soldiers ! Indeed, all
the Kauravas, having lost their senses, are flying away, like
elephants filled with fear at a forest conflagration,® and utter
ing cries of woe! Those huge elephants, again, O Vigoka are
utbering loud eries, assailed with shafts.’*—

“*‘Vigoka said,—How is it, O Bhima, that thou dost not
hear the loud twang of the yawning Gandiva siretched by
Pirtha in wrath ?  Are these two ears of thine gone?' All
thy wishes, O son of Pandu, have been fulfilled! Yonder the
Ape (on Arjuna’s banuer) is secn in the midat of the elephant
furce (of the enemy)! Behold, the string of Gandiva is flash-
ing repeatedly like lightning amid blue tlouds ** Yonder,
the Ape on Dhananjaya’s standard-top is everywhere seen to
terrify hostile divisions in this dreadful baitle! Even I, look-
ing at it, am struck with fear!*® There, the beautiful diadem
of Arjuna is shining brilliantly ! Thers, the precious jewel on
the disdem, eadued wiith the splendour of the Sun, looketh
exceedingly resplendont I There, beside him, behold his conch
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Pevadatta of loud blare and the hue of a white cloud!
There, by the side of Janirddans, reing in hand, ar he pene-
trates into the midst of the hostile army, behold his discun
of solar effulgence, its nave hard as thunder, and its edge
sharp as a razor! Behold, O hero, that discus of Kegava,
that enhancer of his fame, which is always worshipped by the
Yadus I*-**  There, the trunks, resembling lofty trecs perfectly
straight, of huge elephants, cut off by Kiritin, are falling upon
the Earth! There those huge creatures also, with their riders,
pierced and split with shafts, are falling down, like hills riven
with thunder.’® There, behold, O son of Kunti, the Pancha-
Janya of Krishna, exceedingly beautifal and of the hue of the
moon, as also the blazing Kausiubha on his breast and his
trinmphal garland 1*  Without doubt, that first and foremost of
all car-warriors, viz.,, Partha, is advancing, routing the hostile
army &3 he comes, borne by his furemost of steeds, of the hue of
white clouds, and urged by Krishna!" Behold those cars and
gteeds and bands of foot-soldiers, mangled by thy younger
brother with the encrgy of the chief of the celestiala! Be-
hold, they are falling down like a forest uprooted by the tem-
pust caused by Garuda’s wings t* Behold, four hundred car-
warriors, with their steeds and drivers, and seven hundred
elephants and innumerable foot-soldiers and hors:men, slain in
this battle by Kiritin with his mighty shafts !*” Slaughtering
the Kurus, the mighty Arjunais coming towards thy side
even like the tonstellation Chif»a! All thy wishes are ful-
filled! Thy foes are being exterminated! Let thy might, as
also the period of thy life, ever increase ™—

*“ Bhima said,—Since, O Vigoka, thou tellest me of Arjuna’s
arrival, I will give thee four and ten populous villages and a
hundred female slaves and twenty cars, being pleased with

thee, O Sunta, for this agreeable intelligence imparted by
thee 1—" "t

Section LXXVIL

“3anjaya said,—'Hearing the roars of cars and the leonine
shouts (of the warriors) in battle Arjuna addressed Govinda,
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saying,—Urge the ateeds to greater speed I'~Hearing these
words of Arjuna, Govinds said unto him,—I am proceeding
with great speed to the spot where Bhima is stationed *—Then
many lions among men (belonging to the Kaurava army), ex-
cited with wrath and accompanied by a large force of cars und
horse and elephants and foot and making the Earth resound
with the whizz of their arrows, the rattle of their car-wheels,
end the tread of their horses’ hoofs, advanced against Jaya
(Arjuna) as the latter proceeded for victory, borne by his ateeds
white as snow or conchs and decked in trappings of gold and
pearls and geme, like the chief of the celestials in great wrath
proceeding, armed with the thunder, against (the Adsura)
Jambha for alaying him.** Between them and Pirtha, O sire,
occurred a great battle destructive of body, life, and sin, like
the battie between the Asuras and the god Vishnu, that fore-
most of victors, for the sake of the three worlds® Alone,
Partha, decked with diadem and garlands, cut off the mighty
weapons spad by them as also their heads and arms in diverse
wayd, with his razor-faced and crescent-shaped and broad-head-
arrows of great keenness.* Umbrellas, and yak-taila for fanning,
and standards, and steeds, and cars, and bands of foot, and ele-
phanta, fell down on the Earth, mutilated in diverse ways, like
a forest broken down by a tempest." Huge elephants, decked
in housings of gold and equipt with triumphal standards and
warriors (on their backs), looked resplendent, as they were
pierced with shafts of golden wings, like mountains ablaze with
light* Piercing elephants and steeds and cars with excellent
shafts resembling Vasava's thunder, Dhananjays proceeded
quickly for the slaughter of Karng, even as Indra in days of
yore for riving (the dsura) Vala.' Then that tiger among men,
that mighty-armed chastiser of foes, penetrated into thy host
like a Makara into the ocean.’® Besholding the son of Pandu,
thy warriors, O king, accompanied by cars and foot and a
large number of elephants and steeds, rushed against him.'*
Tremendous was the din made by them as they advanced
azainst Partha, resembling that made by the waters of the
ocenn lashed into fury by the tempest.'” Those mighty car-
warriors, resembliog tigers (in prowess), all rushed in that battle
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azainst thé tiger among men, abandoning all fear of death.'®
Arjuna, however, routed the troops of those leaders of the
Kurna as they advanced, shooting at him showers of weapons,
like a tempest driving off masses of congregated clouds.** Those
great bowmen, all skilled in smiting, united together, and pro-
ceeded against Arjuna with a large number of cars and began
o pierce him with keen shafts.’* Then Arjuns, with his shafis,
despatched to Yama's abode several thousands of cars and
clephants and steeds.’ While those great car-warriors in that
battle were thus struck with shafts sped from Arjuna’s bow,
they were filled with fear and seemed to disappear one after
another from their cars’® In all, Arjuna, with his sharp arrows,
slew full four hundred of those heroic car-warriors exerting
vigorously in battle,® Thus struck in that battle with sharp
shafts of diverse kinds, they fled away on all sides, avoiding
Arjuna’? Tremendous was the nproar made at the van of the
army by those warriors as they broke and fled like that
made by the surging sea when it breaks upon encountering &
mountain'® Having routed with his arrows that army struck
with fright, Pritha’s son Arjuna then proceeded, O sire, against
the division of the Suta’s son® Loud was the noise with
which Arjuns faced his foes, like that made by Godura in
days of yore when swooping down for snakes,” Hearing that
sound, the mighty Bhimasena, desirous as he had been of
obtaining a sight of Partha, became filled with joy.»" Aa
soon aa the valiant Bhimasena heard of Pirtha's arrival, he
began, O monarch, to grind thy troops, reckless of his very
life** Pussessed of prowess equal to that of the wind, the
valiant Bhima, the son of the Wind-god, began to carcer im
that battle like the wind itself?®* Afflicted by him, O monarch,
thy army, O king, began to reel like a wrecked vessel on the
bosom of the sea.® Displaying his lightness of hands, Bhima
began to cut and mangle that host with his fierce arrows and
despatch large numbers to the abode of Yama®® Beholding
on that occasion the superhuman might of Bhima, O Bharats,
like that of the Destroyer at the end of the Fugu, thy warriors
became filled with fright."* Seeing his rmightiest soldiers thus
aRicted by Bhimasens, O Bhirata, kiug Duryodhana addregs:
37
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ed" all his tronps and great bowmen, O bull of Bhavata's
-zace, commeanding them to slay Bhima in that batile, since
apon Bhima’s full he would regard the Pandavs troops alrendy
-exterminated*® Accepting that eommard of thy son, all the
kings shrouded Bhima with showers of shafis from every
side.® Imnnumerablie elephants, O king, and men inspired with
-desire of victory, and cars, and horse, © monarch, eneompassed
Vrikodara®® Thus encompassed by those brave warriors on
‘all sides, O kimg, tha$ hero, that chief of Bharata’s race,
Jooked resplendent like the Moon surroumded by the stars™
Indeed, a8 the Moon ot full within hia corons looks beautiful,
even so that best of men, exceedingly handsome, looked
beautiful in that battle,* All thosé kings, with cruel intent
and eyes red in wrath, showered upon Vrikodara their arrowy
downpours, moved by the desire of slaying him.* Piercing
that mighty host with straight shafts, Bhima came out of
the press like a fish coming out of a net,' having slain
ten thousand unretrenting elephants, two hundred thousand
and two hundred men, O Bhirata,” and five $houssnd horss,
and & hundred car-warriors, Having slaughtered these, Bhima
«enused o river of blood to flow there"™ Blood constituted its
water, and cara its oddics ; and clephants were the alligators
with which it teemcd. Men were ita fishes, and steeds its
sharks, and tha hair of animals formed its weeds and moss.*
Arms lopped off from trunks formed its foremost of snakes,
Innamerable jewels and gems were carried along by the
current. Thighs constituted its gavials, and marrow its mire,
And it was covered with heads furming its rocks.*® And
bows and arrows constituted the rafts by which men sought to
w<ross that terrible river, and maces and spiked bludgeons form-
«ed its snakes. And umbrellas and standards formed ite swans,
and head-gears its foam.* Necklaces constituted its lofuses,
and the earthy dust that arose furmod its waves. Those en-
dued with noble qualities could cross it with ease, while those
that were timid and afrighted found it exceedingly difficult fo
cross.®  Warriors constituting its crocodiles and alligators, it
eun towards the region of Yama. Very aoon, indeed, did thaé
tiger among men cause that river to flow Evena the temis
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ble Vaitarani is difficult of being crossed by persons of un-
refined souls, that bloody river, terrible and onhancing the
fears of the timid, was difficult to crosa** Thither where
that best of car-warriors, viz., the som of Pandn, ponetrated,
thither ke felled hostile warriors in hundreds and thousands.'®
Secing those feats achieved in battle by Bhimasenn, Duryoedhana,
O monarch, addressing Cakuni, said**—Vanquish, O uncle,
the mighty Bhimasena in battle? Upon his defeat the mighty
hoat of the PAndavas may be regarded as dofcated !**—Thus
addressed, ¢ monarch, the valiant son of Suvala, competent
to wage dreadful batile, proceeded, surrounded by his brothers.**
Approaching in that battle Bhima of terrible prowess, the
heroie Cakuni checked him like the contimont resisting the
ocean.t” Though resisted with keen shafts, Bhima, disregard-
ing them all, procceded against the sons of Suvala® Then-
Cakuni, O monarch, sped a number of cluth-yard shafts equipt
with wings of gold and whetted on stone, at the left side of
Bhima's cheat.™  Piercing through the armour of the high-
souled son of Pandu, those fiorcc shafts, O monarch, equips
with feathers of Kankas and peacocks, sunk deep into his
body.** Deeply picrced in that batile, Bhima, O Bhirata;
suddenly shot at Suvala’s son a shaft decked with gold®® The
mighty Cakuni, however, that scorcher of foes, O king, enducd
with great lightness of hands, cut off into seven fragments
shat terrible arrow as it coursed towards him®™ When his
shaft fell down on the Earth, Bhima, O king, became highly
enraged, and cut off with a broad-headed arrow the bow of
Suvala’s son with the greatest case® The valtant som of
Suvals then, casting aside that broken bow, quickly took up
another and six and ten broad-headed arrows* With two
of those straight and broad-hcaded arrows, O monarch, he
struck Bhima himself ¥ with one he cut off Bhima's standard,
and with two, his umbrells. With the remaining four, the sow
of Suvala pierced the four steeds of his antagonist.® Filled
with rage at this, the valiant Bhima, O monarch, hurled in
that battle a dart made of iron, with its staff pdorned with
gold® That darl, ressless as the tongue of » a”j!, hurled
from Bhimu's arms, spoedily foll upen the ﬂ”‘ of ihe high-
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soueld son of Suvala*® The latter then, filled with wrath,
O monarch, took up thut same gold-decked dart and hurled
it back at Bhimasena.** Piercing throngh the left arm of the
high-souled son of Pandu, it fell down on the Earth like
Yightning flashed down from the sky.** At this, the Dharta-
rashtras, O monarch, set up a loud roar ail around. Bhima,
however, could not bear that leonino roar of his foes endued
with great activity.'®* The mighty son of Pandu then, quickly
taking up another stringed bow, in 8 moment, O monarch,
covered with shafts the soldiers of Suvala’s son in that
battle, who were fighting reckless of their very lives.'* Hav-
ing slain his four steeds, and then his driver, O king, Bhina
of great prowess noxt cnt off his antagonist'a standard with
& brosd-headed arrow without losing a moment.** Abanaon-
ing with speed that steediess car, Cakuni, that foremost of
men, stood on the ground, with his bow ready drawn in his
bands, his eyes red like blood in rage, and himself breathing
heavily. He then, O king, struck Bhima from every side with
innumerable arrows*® The valiant Bhima, bafling those
ghafts, cut off Cakuni’s bow in rage and pierced Cakuni him-
eclf with many keen arrows.*” Deeply pierced by his power-
ful antagonist, that acorcher of fues, O king, fell down on the
Earth almost lifeless.** Then thy son, O monarch, seeing him
stupified, bore him away from battle on his car in the very
sight of Bhimasena®® When that tiger among men, viz,
Cakuni, was thus taken up on Duryodhana’s car, the Dharta-
“rashtra troops, turning their facos from battle, fled away on all
sides, inspired with fear on that oceasion of groat terror due to
Bhimasena." Upon the defeat of Suvala’s son, O king, by
that great bowman, viz., Bhimasena, thy son Duryodhana,
filled with great fright, retreated, burne away by his fleet stecds,
from regard for his maternal uncle’s life,'* Beholding the king
himself turn away from the battle, the troops, O Bharata,
fled away, from the encounters in which each of them had
been engagod.' Seeing all the DhartarBshtra troops turn
away from battle and fly in all directions, Bhima, rushing
impetuously, fell upon them, shooting many hundreds of
-shafta® Slaughterod by Bhima, the retreating Dhartarash-
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tras, O king, approaching the spot where Karna was, once
more stood fur battle, surrounding him."* Endued with great
might and great energy, Karna then becamo their refuge,
Finding Karna, O bull of Bharata's race, thy treops became
comforted and stood cheerfully, relying upon one another, like
ship-wrecked mariners, O siger of men, in their distressful
plight, when at last they reach anisland. They then, once
more, making death itself their goal, proceeded against their
foes fur battle,” "477

S8ecrion LXXVIIL

“Dhritardashéra said,—When our troops were broken in
battle by Bhimasena, what, O Sanjaya, did Duryodhana and
Suvala’s son say #* Or, what did Karna, that foremnst of victors,
or the warriors of my army in that battle, or Kripa, or Krila-
varman, or Drona’s son, or Dus¢iisans, say? Exceedingly
wonderful, I think, is the prowess of Pindu’s som, since,
single-handed, he fought in battle with all the warriors of my
army !* Did the son of Radha act towarda the (hostile} troops
sccording to his vow ? That slayer of foes, viz., Karna, O
Sanjays, is the presperity, the armour, the fame, and the very
hope of life, of the Kurus!* Beholding the army broken by
Kunti’s son of immeasurable encrgy, what did Karna, the son
of Adhiratha and Radh&, do in that battle ?* What alse did
my sons, difficult of defeat in battle, do or the other kings
and mighty car-warriors of our army? Tell me all this, O
Sanjaya, for thou art skilled in narration '™

“Sanjaya said,—In that afiernonn, O monarch, the Suts’s
son of great valour began {o smite all the Somakas in the very
might of Bhimasena.! Bhima also of great strength began to
destroy the Dhartarashira troops. Then Karna, addressing
(his driver) Calya, said unto him,—Bear me to the Panchalas!*
—Indeed, beholding his army in course of being routed by
Bhimasena of great intelligence, Karna once more addressed
his driver, saying,—Bear me to the Panchilas only !*—Thus
urged, Calya the raler of the Madras, endued with great might,
-urged those whitc steeds that were fleet as thought, towards the
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Chedis, the Pinchalas and the Karushas'® Penetrating then
into that mighty host, Calya, that grinder of hostile troops,
cheerfully conducted those steeds into every spot that Karns,
that foremost of warriors, desired to go to.!* Beholding that
car cased in tiger skins and looking like a cloud, the P&ndus
and the Pinchilas, O monarch, became terrified’* The rattle
then of shat car, like unto the peal of thunder, or the sound
of & mountain splitting into fragments, became audible in that
dreadful batéle* With hundreds upon hundreds of keen
arrows sped from the bowstring drawn to his ear, Karna then
smote hundreds and thousands of warriors belonging to the
Pandava army.'* While the unvanquished Karna was employ-
ed in achieving thcse feats, many mighty bowmen and great
car-warriors among the PAndavas encompassed him on all sider **
Indeed, Cikhandin, and Bbima, and Dhrishtadyumna the son
Prishata, and Nakuls, and Sahadevs, and the {five) sonz of
Draupadi, and Satyaki, surrounded the son of Radha, pouring
showers of arrows upon him, from desire of despatching him to
the othor world'* The heroic Satyaki, that best of men, struck
Karna in that engagement with twenty keen shafts in the
ehoulder-joint.'" Cikhandin struck him with five and twenty
shafis, and Dhrishtadyumun struck him with seven, and the
sons of Draupadi with four and sixty, and Sahadeva with
soven, and Nakula with a hundred, in that battle The
mighty Bhimasena, in that encounter, filled with rage, struck
the son of Ridha in the choulder-joint with ninety straight
shafts!®* The son of Adhiratha then, of great mighs, laugh-
ing in scorn, and drawing his excellent bow, let off many keen
ghafts, afflicting his foes.® The son of Ridh& pierced ecach
of them in roturn with five arrows. Cutting off the bow
of Satyaki as alao hia standard, O bull of Bharata's races’*
Karna pierced Satyaki himself with nine shafts in the centre
of the chest. Filled with wrath, he then pierced Bhimasena
with thirty shafta®™ With a broad-headed arrow, O sire, he
next cut off the standard of Sahadeva, and with three other
arrows, that chastiser - of fues afflicted Sahadeva’s driver.**
‘Withiu the twinkling of an eye he then deprived the (five) sona
of Draupadi of their cars, O bull of Bharata’s race, whick seemod
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exceedingly wonderful® Indeed, with his atraight ahafis caus-
ing those heroes to turn back from the fight, the heroic Karna
began to slay the Paochilas and many mighty car-warriors
araong the Chedis.** Thus struck in that battle, O monarch, the
Chedis and the Matsyas, rushing against Karna alone, poured
upon him showers of ahafta® The Suta’s aon, however, that
mighty car-warrior, began to amite them with his keen shafts, I
beheld this exceedingly wonderful feat, O Bh&rata' viz., that
the Suta's son of great prowess, alune and unsupported in that
battle, fought with all those bowmen who contended with
him to the utmosi of their prowess'® and checked all those
Piandava warriors, O monarch, with his shafts. With the
lightness of hand, O Bhéarata, of the high-souled Karna on that
occasion,* all the gods as also the Siddhas and the Charanas
were gratified. All the groat bowmen among the Dhartarash-
tras also, O best of men, applauded”™ Karna, that foremost
of great car-warriors, that first of ali bowmen. Then Karna,
O monarch, burat the hostile army* like a mighty and blazing
conflageation consuming a heap of dry grass in the summer
season. Thus slaughtered by Karna, the Pandava troops,
struck with fear, fled in all directious, at the very sight of
Karna. Loud wails arose thera among the Panchilas in thag
great battle,"™* while they were thus struck with the keen
shafts sped from Karna's bow. Struck with fear at the noise,
the vast host of the Pandavas**-—those enemien of Karna—
rogarded him as Lhe one warrior in that battle. Then that
crusher of foes, viz., the son of Radha, once more achieved an
excoodingly wonderful feat,* juasmuch as all the Pandavas,
united together, were unable to even gaze at him. Like &
swelling mass of water breaking when it comes in contact with
s mountain,** the Pandava army broke when it came in contact
with Karna. Indeed, O king, the mighty-armed Karna in
that battle, burning the vast host of the Pandavas, stood there
like & blazing fire without smoke, With great activity shat
hero, with his shafte, cut off the arms and the heads of his
brave foes, O king, and their ears decked with ear-rings. Swords
with hilts of ivory, and standards, and darts, and steeds,
and elephants,’* and cars of diverse kinds, O king, and
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banners, and axles, and yokes, and wheels of many‘ kinh ¥
wera ot off in varrious ways by Earna observant of & warrior’s
vow. There, O Bhirata with elephants and steeds slsin by
Karna,** the Barth became impassable and miry with flash and
blosd. The uneven and even spots also of the field, in conse-
quence of slain horse and foot** and broken cars and dead
elephants, could no longer be distingnished, The combatants
could not distinguish friends from foes** in that thick dark-
nesy caused by shafm when Karna's (celestial) weapon waa
displayed. The mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas, O mon-
arch, were completely shronded with the shafts, decked with
gold, that were sped from Karna's bow, Those mighty car-war-
riors of tho PAndavas, O hing, in that battle, though struggling
vigorously, were rcpeatedly broken by the son of Radha, even
as & herd of decr in the forest is routed by an angry lisn 1944
Routing the foremost of Panchala car warriors and (other)
foes, Karna of great fame, in that battle, slew the Pindava
warriora like a wolf slaying smaller animals. Beholding the
Pandava army turn away from battle, the Dhartarashtrat™
bowmen of great might rushed egainst the retreating host,
uttering terrible shouts. Then Duryodhana, O monarch, filled
with great delight,** caused diverse musical instruments fo be
beat and blown in all parts of the army. The great bowmen
amongst the Panchalas, those foremost of men, though brok-
en returned heroically to the figh, making death their goal,
The son of Radha, howaver, tha bull among men and scorcher
of fuez, O monurch, in that battle, broke those returned heroes
in diverse ways. There, O Bharata, twenty car-warriors among
the Panchalas and more than a hundred Chedi warriors were
slain by Kerna with his shafts. Making the terraces of cars
and the backs of steeds empty, O Bhirata,*** and slaying the
combatants that fought from the necks of elephants, and routing
the foot-soldiers, that scorcher of foes, viz, the Suta's son of
great bravery, became incapable of being gazed at like the
midday Sun and looked resplendent like the Destroysr himself
at the and of the Yuga, Thus, O monarch, that slayer of
fous, that mighty bowman, viz, Karna, having slain f”tj%
horse, car-warriors, and elephants, stood there on his caz. J&v
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