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TO

THE REV. T. V. FRENCII, M.A,,

LATE FELLOW OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, OXFORD,
PRINCIPAL OF THE CHURCH MISSIONARY COLLELGE AT AGRA.

My DEARr FRIEND,

WHILE you have been encountering in public, with ¢ the
sword of the Spirit,” the arrogant and captious Moslems, I have
in the retreat of our University, which you quitted with the
noble ambition of extending our Redeemer’s sovereignty,
completed this view of Islam, with such suggestions as appeared
to me best adapted for the confutation of this plausible, yet
delusive system, which offers, indeed, to the idolater, a more
rational creed, but cannot speak peace to the conscience of an
awakened sinner. I therefore naturally dedicate it, not to any
person who might take an interest in it as bearing on a subject
of theological and historical importance, but to one who has
been actively enghged in vindicating the integrity of the Word
of God from the objections of Mohammedan disputants. I say
completed, for it was begun several years since, but resumed
when the war with Russia brought us into a friendly alliance
and close connection with the Traditionists of the Sultan’s
dominions, and it now leaves the press when the mutiny of
the Bengal arniy, excited, it is said, by the bribery of the
schismatical division of the followers of the false Prophet, has
endangered the vast and populous empire which Divine Pro-
vidence has entrusted to England. While so occupied, the
thought never crossed my mind that your efforts for the con-
version of Mohammedans and Brahminists had been so sud-
denly and painfully suspended, and you had been compelled,
with our other countrymen, to take refuge in the fort of Agra.
Indeed, this awful judgment, more appalling than storm or
pestilence, because manifesting in its most revolting features the
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wickedness of unrenewed human nature, has taken all by
surprise. Happily we do not despond at home or in India,
for it has brought us to a throne of grace, to seck mercy and
grace for seasonable aid in this hour of nced. We have, in-
deed, cause to mourn, that for more than the first half of our
century of rule the Government of India connected itself with
idolatry, and shut out the truth ; and that, ¢ven since the renewal
of the Charter opened the Company’s dominiens to Christianity,
Missions have not been established and supported with the
zeal and energy that might justly have been expected from a
nation professing to believe that they are bound to obey their
Master’s last command to preach the Gospel to every creature.
We have, therefore, no services to plead: we can only pray,
«Q Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us for thy mercy’s sake,
and—Ilet not the heathen say, Where is now their God?”
We are told that the Sepoys are the dupes of political or fanatical
Mohammedans, and we are amazed at the infatuation that re-
nounces allegiance to over-indulgent asters for bondage to
the weak and profligate descendants of their Mogul conquerers.
May <« the Most High, who ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever He will,” in judgment remember mercy,
and restore to us in its integrity our Indian empire, and may
we now accept it as a sacred trust for the promotion of His glory!
Taughtby experiencethe folly of reliance on worldly expediency,
may we no longer encourage the perusal of the Koréan, the Vedas,
and the Puranas, and ignore the Bible! But while our rulers
tolerate false religions, may they imbibe the spirit of the Bible,
and re-establish our Government on Christian principles, and
prove by their measures that these principles regulate their
conduct. We know, that in our God’s appointed time Islam
must, like all false religions, fall, since He has promised his
Son’the ‘ uttermost parts of the earth for a possession;” but
we cannot hope that a faith which has taken so firm a hold of
its professors, and has so moulded their characters, can fall
without a struggle.  Still the Moslem sovercigns now, instead
of endangering, as they did formerly, Europe from the West
and from the East, are maintained on their throne by the
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armics or the forbearance of France and England, and there
is scarcely a Mohammedan state in any part of the world
which does not exhibit symptoms of internal decay. In India
they have shewn that they can with Asiatic cunning con-
trive or avail themselves of conspiracies; but where is the
ascetic bigot like Aureng Zeb, round whose banner they can
collect; or the intrepid champion, who, like a second Tippoo,
will lead them to a holy war for the extermination of those
whom they hate as unbelievers, and as their conquerors?
Above all, we are encouraged by the fact that their prophet has
been unfaithful to his assumed mission as the Revealer of the
Divine Unity, for he has connected it with the ceremonial
Law of Moses, without any suspicion of its meaning, and has
encumbered it with the silly rites of Pagan pilgrimage ; so that
reformers have sprung up among his adherents, in our own as
in former ages, to reduce by arms his religion to a simple
Deism. May our God, who “moves in a mysterious way his
wonders to perform,” and controls the political as well as natural
storms, cause the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness to
break through the black cloud, and enlighten and warm with
their full effulgence the dark realm of Hindustan, which sad
experience has now proved to be the habitation of cruelty ! And
that you, my dear friend, may be an honoured instrument in
this blessed work of bringing both idolaters and Mohammedans
to the acknowledgment of the truth of the Gospel of salvation,
is the desire and prayer of your faithful friend,

J. D. MACBRIDE.
Oxford, October 1st, 1857.






PREFACE.

TrE @hurch Missiondry Society, in its origin small as the
mustfrd-seed, has in fifty years expanded into a goodly tree,
“whose leaves are for the healing of the nations.” Com-
mencing its operations on the western coast of Africa, it has
now entered the interior, and re-appears on the castern. It
has a settlement among the Red Men of America; it has con-
verted the cannibals of New Zcaland ; it is forming Christian
villages both in Southern and Northern India; and has begun
to penctrate the compact and densely-peopled empire of China.
During the same period, the “ancient Society for Propagating
the Gospel, to whom we mainly owe the Episcophcy of North
America, has ptt forth new energy ; and having received from
the Christian-Knowledge Socicty the care of the Danish Mis
sion in Tranquebar, has flourishing stations in all the Presi
dencies of India.  Dissenters, also, of almost every denomina-
tion, are actively engaged in spreading over the world the
knowledge of salvation through a crucified Redeemer. A
great impression has been made: the hereditary faith of mul-
titudes has been shaken, and all can boast of converts, who
prove their sincerity by their piety and works of Christian
love. The wandering savdge of the Red River, the Negro,
the haughty Brahmin, ‘and the despised Soodra, followers of
Buddha, and atheistic Chinese, have all submitted to take
upon them the easy yoke of our Lord. But there is still
throughout Asia, and even in the interior of Africa, a religion
which condemns polytheism and idolatry as strongly as our
own, which in its numbers rivals the true faith, and, assuming to
B
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be the tnal revelation of God, subdues the reason, and
attracts the affections of its members, who realize in their
conduct its maxims of resignation to the divine will, in a de-
grec which is rarely equalled by Christians. Satisfied with
his Koran, the professor of Islam condescends not to read the
Scriptures of the old or the new dispensation, which his book
tells him again and again have been corrupted; and while he
honougg Christ as superior to man, he chooses Mohammed for
his lawgiver. Abdul Messceh, the faithful convert of Corric,
who died a presbyter of-our Church, ordained by Heber,
stands out as almost a solitary inst#ce. We can boast of
hundreds, nay, thousands of converted idolaters, but whére are
the Moslems? To satisfy the gainsaying is no doubt far harder
than to persuade the ignorant; and while improvement in
secfilar knowledge will cause the Hindu to be ashamed of
idolatry, and to renounce it for Athcism, or to discover Uni-
tarianism as enveloped in hig hereditary belief, it will be hard
to convince the Mohammedan, who boasts that he believes only
in one God, and thinks that his religion i that of ALraham
and of all the Prophets, and even of Jesus himself; accusing
us, like our ewn Unitarians, of exalting Him to a dignity which
does not belong to Him, by associating Him as an equal with
the only God. The difficulty, no doubt, is great, for Islam is,
in truth, a religion congenial to the unrenewed heart: it has
no mysteries to baffle and mortify the intellect; and in a great
degree it gratifies pride, by making man his own saviour, in
ascribing merit to good works and to religious ordinances, as
fastings and prayers and pilgrimage. Every mission; however,
has its peculiar difficulties, and he who has to dispute with the
Moslem, who will turn against him his weapons, pervert-
ing passages of the Bible into predictions of his own Prophet,
or maintaining that it has been corrupfed, may derive comfort
frop the remarks of one who was placed under trials of an
opposite character, and complains of the apathy of those who
had no idea even of .the existence of God. ¢ No fragments
remain to the Bechuana,” writes Moffat, a distinguished Mis-
sionary in South Africa of the London Society,  as mementos
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to the present generation that their ancestors reverenced any
being greater than man. It has often occurred to me, svhile
perusing the journals of Missionaries in India, how very diffe-
rent our mode of husbandry is from theirs, though having the
same object in view, the gathering of spiritual food into the
garner of our God. Some have thought our difficulties in
Africa small compared with theirs. This may be so, but,
among years of apparently fraitless labour, I have often wished
to find something by which I could lay hold on the minds of
the natives. We have no inquinies after God, no objections
raised to exercise our powers in defence; byt every Mohamme-
dan reveres Abraham, Moses, and our Lord, and there are false
notions of them to remove, and right ideas to introduce.” Be
the difficulties, however, what they may, and some Missiona-
ries, by the constitution of their minds, are more able to
grapple with them than others, the attempt Las been rarely
made. Yet, surely, it is an undertaking most honourable,
and, if successful, like the conversion of the J ew, more effica-
cious in its influence on the heathen. 1 greatly regret, there-
fore, that the Mohammedans have been overlooked. Hither to,
indeed, in the Turkish dominions, where the confession of
Clirist would have led to martyrdom, the attempt could not
have been recommended.  But happily the providence of God
has now opened the way, since the Sultan has proclaimed liberty
of conscicnce to his subjects; and I rejoice to learn that the
conclusion of this war will be commemorated in a ‘manner
worthy of Christians, by the erection of a Protestant Lnglish
Church in the capital of our ally, and that the Church Mis-
‘sionary Society has already scized tHe opportunity of forming a
Mission to Turkey. Among the Persians, too, though dissent-
ing from what is considered the orthodox faith, the attempt
ung:ht be hazardous. But our own India affords an ample
field, in which, certainly, Missionaries would be exposed to no
danger of theirlives. Yet, even in India, they scem, as a matter
of course, till of late, to have given their thoughts and éndea-
vours exclusively to idolaters. This is a reproach which I am
anxious to remove; gnd I will hope, that if the Committees
B2
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would give the question consideration, they would agree with
me that the attempt ought to be encouraged. Our Missionaries,
absorbed in these views, have, I apprehend, scarcely studied the
doctrines of Islam, and are at present incompetent to confute
them. I fully agree with those who think that the preaching
of truth is better than the refutation of error; and one who is
only taught by the Spirit of God, and finds Jesus to be the
Saviour whom his soul requires, will need no elaborate argu-
ments to convince him, either of the folly of Brahminism or
of the hollowness of Islam, But there are doubters to be
confirmed, and estab_lished, and there are scoffers to be silenced;
and he who undértakes to convert a Mohammedart should be
able to point out the errors of the system from which he would
withdraw him. To assist him in the cndeavour is the object
of the present publication, which consists of two parts: First,
a review of the Mohammedan religion; and, Secondly, a sug-
gestion of such arguments as appear to me best calculated to
answer that end. I begin, then, with the religion; but, for the
better understdnding of it, some notion of its author, and of its
rapid progress, seems to be desirable,



INTRODUCTORY ESSAY,-

ON THE

RISE, PROGRESS, AND DECLINE OF ISLAM.

It was on Mount Sinai, out of a bush, burning yet not con-
sumed, that Jchovah called to Moses, who had becen, during
a long exile, a keeper of sheep jn Arabia, and appointed
him the leader of his people Israel. It was many centu-
ries later, that, in the fortieth year of his age, the promul-
gater of Islam, who had been in the habit of retiring for
a season for prayer and fasting to a mountain in a distant
part of the same Arabia, announced that he had been com-
manded, not, indeed, by the divine voice, yet by the angel
Gabriel, to complete, as the scal of prophecy, the dispensations
of the Almighty, by restoring the faith of his presumed pro-
genitor Abraham, which men had corrupted by associating
with the Creator his creatures, comprehending under the.same
condemnation, the Polytheist, the Christian, who assigns to
him a Son, and, strange as it may seem, the Jew.* Of the
mission of Moses, which he reluctantly accepted, though con-
firmed at the instant by two “unquestionable miracles, no rea-
sonable doubt can be entertained ; but for that of Mohammed
we have no testimony but his own ; and without adopting the
feelings of rancorous opponents, exaggerating his offences, or
rejecting whatever he taught that deserves the commendation
of the candid, the result of an impartial investigation must be,
that his claim to inspiration cannot be substantiated. The coms

mand to Moses was specific. The revelation'which Mohgmmed
L ]

* The Jews say Ezra is the Son of God (Kor. ix. 80.) The Commen-
tator Beidhawi observes that this imputation must have been true, be-
cause, when read to the Jews, they did not contradict it; but for this
we have only his authority. He adds, that Ezra was ca]]ed the Son of
God, because he restored, from his recollection, theLaw, which had been
lost, and thus explains away the charge. * .



6

announced, was that of an abstract truth, which the Arabian
Polytheists, if so disposed, might have learned from the Jews.

The first article of his brief creed—¢ There is no God but
God"—properly understood, is a vital truth, and, even as
announced by him, had a most beneficial influence on
the great body of his countrymen; yet to the Christian he
came too late; for to them, not he, but Jesus, is the seal
of prophecy, the Speaker who had already explained the will,
and declared the nature of the Deity. * To reject the Gospel
for the Koran is reversing the Apostle’s* exhortation. “ZLeav-
ing the principles of the “doctrine of Christ, let us go on to
perfection.” 'We know that Jesus promised that the Paraclete
whom He would send, unlike him who usurped the name, was to
guide the Apostles into the whole truth, and that he was not to
originate any new revclation, but to take of His, and shew it
unto them. The work of redemption was, as the Saviour with
his dying voice exclaimed, finished on the cross; and since He
has risen from the grave, and ever liveth to make igtercession,
no further communication of the divine will is to be expected

or can be desired. Our Lord has left a solemn warning, that
before the great and terrible day of -His second advent false
prophets should arise, so specious, that if it were possible they
would deceive even the elect; and we may suppose that he
who divides with Him or another expected Messiah, the alle-
giance of all who acknowledge only one God, was in his mind
when He said, If another shall come in his own name, him ye
will receive.t Itis aslong since as the year 632 of our era that
Mohammed went to his account, but his religion remains, It
is shorn, indeed, of its trmmphs, and instead of endanger-
mg Christendom, is hemmed in by Christian powers on the
“east and the west, and preserved not so much by its own
vitality as by their forbearance, the result of worldly policy.
Still it retains, though modified by time and circumsgances, the
original type which he had imfn'essed upon it. Throughout
some of the most interesting regions of the world the scenes of
great historic revo.lutiqns, including not only those which once

* Heb. vi. 1.. + John v. 43,
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koasted of Chrysostom and Athanasius, Cyprian and Augustine,
but the Holy Land itself, the crier summons those who have,
as they conceive, resigned themselves to God, to his simple
ritual, from Belgrade to the Indian Archipelago, from Morocco
to Delhi; and thousands of devoted believers undergo the pri-
vation and dangers of voyages and difficult journeys, to per-
form at Mecca the pilgrimage which he has enjoined. "In
Jerusalem itself, while it is only by permission of the Turkish
authorities that Christians can visit the last short resting-place
of their Lord’s body, they and the Jew have been, till the pre-
sent year, forhidden to enter the .enclosure of the Temple,
within which now rises a mosque, second only in sanctity to
the Caaba, and venerated as the spot from which the false
Jprophet is said to have begun his journey to heaven,, i
The merits of the conquerors and legislators who have
ceased to influence the world, may be discussed with philo-
sophical indifferencg, but it is not easy to examine with due
impartiality the character of a man who announced himself
to be the prophet of God, and has left behind him a book
which has been accepted as the final revelation of the
divine will by about aethird of the humah race. His early
Christian opponents, beginning with the Byzantine historians
load him with every opprobrious epithet, and allow him no
redeeming qualitics, and bring against him false charges. Some
of our modern divines, as Bishop Sherlock and Dr. Whitte-
contrast his mixed and, in some respects, grossly faulty cha-
racter with that only perfect one with which the best, though
formed on that model, can stand no comparison; but none of
them éuiﬁciently consider, that while he honoured him whom he
calls,though without understandingits full meaning, “The Word
of God,” he appreciatefl reither his unmeasurable superiority to
himself and all other mora] teachers nor the geniusof his religion.
More recent writers on Mohammedanism, as the Count de Bou-
lainvilliers, go intd the opposite extréme, it may be feared,
from a wish insidiously to aim a blow through the false prophet
at the true one., Even Gibbon, though his sketch is upon the
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whole correct, might have introdu¢ed some darker shades if he
had been a Christian. But Dr. Sprenger, who is probably better
able than any other European to form an opinion, says, that
“his dark and bloody fanaticism fills us with horror, and that
his cunning weakens our faith in his honesty &f purpose.” *Of
his last years,” according to the historian of the Roman Egnpire,
% ambition was the ruling passion; and a politician will suspect
that he secretly smiled at the enthusiasm of his youth, and the
credulity of his proselytes.” YetI apprehend that persons who
claim to have revelations from heaven, though they may have
occasional misgivings, are more often enthusiasts than hypo-
crites; and Mohammed’s early reception was so discouraging,
that it required a conviction of the reality of his mission to bear
up, so long as he did, against the ridicule of his fellow-citizens,
The result of my own meditation on his character is, that he
believed himself commissioned from above to deliver his
countrymen from the bondage of idolatry,.from which he had
contrived, we know not how, to free himself, and had no
selfish personal consideration in his attempt to recall them
to the pure faith of their presumed progenitor ; but that he felt
the difficulties that impeded his progress, and satisfied himself
that the end justified thc means. Probably he, to the end,
regarded himself as a chosen instrument for declaring the unity
of God, in opposition to all who associated with him any other
“object of worship; and such is the power of self-deception, that
he might fancy himself exempt from the precepts which bound
others. He might also be inconsistent ; and, above all, we should
recollect that the correct standard of morals recognised in all
Christian states was unknown to him, and that he was not in-
fluenced by the restraining grace of the Holy Spirit. Upon the
whole, I reggrd him as an enthusiast, with an intellect partially
disordered ; and yet I find it difficult to acquit him of deception,
on consulting the Tradltxons, for they abound in answers to
questions on almost every topic of faith or practice: he is
never at a loss, replies without hesitation, and refers to
Gabriel as his informer ; and certainly this readiness, the result
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of unceasing self-possession, is very suspicious, Mr. Kennedy*
considers that his .xbility, as well as his wickedness, has been
cxaggerated in men’s estimation, in consequence of his unparal-
leled success, and that, except in the decisive step of declaring
himself a prophet, which might have proceeded from an heated
imagination, without the slightest foresight of the future, he
never commanded circumstances, but was commanded by them.
Gibbon informs us that his general vouchers are Gagnicr’s
translations of Abulfeda and Aljannabi; the first, an cn-
lightened prince, who reigned” at Hamah, 1310—1333; the
second, a credulous doctor, who visited Mecca, 1556. He ob-
serves that both are modern listorians, and cannot appeal to
any writers of the first century after the flight, but in this remark
has notshewn his usualaccurticy, for the title of Gagnier’s French
life, which he transcribes, shews that it has been compﬂed from
the traditions which profess to have been handed down from
contemporaries; and, I may add, that Abalfeda’s narrative is
confirmed by the earlier authorities that have been since pub-
lished. It isindeed, like other Arabian annals, a dry chronicle;
but though he does not enliven it by sitting in judgment on those
whose history he records, he is, on that very account, the more
trastworthy. The materials, indeed, for the life of Mohammed
are most abundant, for their numerous chroniclers generally be-
gin the series of their annals with his mission ; and these may be
traced up to the large and minute work of Tabari, who prefaces
actions and speeches with the names of those on whose report
they rest. A portion of this, beginning with the death of Moham-
med, has appeared since Gibbon’s time, with a Latin translation;
and the more minute information he desired has been lately
supplied by Weil,} who, with German laboriousness, has nearly
exhausted the subject. His narrative is chiefly formed on tivo
MSS. in the Gotha Library; the w3 L) (Insan Alayun)
of Ali Halebi, in four folio.volumes; and the Uacls- (Khamis)

* Remarks on his charadter, in the third volume of the Transactions
of the Bombay Society.
+ Mohammed der Prophet.— Stuttgart, 1843.
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of Ebn Mohammed, of Diarbekir, in two. These authors, it is
true, are as late as the sixtecnth century, but they copy earlier
writers in their own words, and the latter enumerates a hun-
dred who have contributed to his compilation. The former,
.more than a mere transcriber, endeavours to reconcile them
when contradigtory. New light is thrown upon the subject,
by Dr. Sprenger,* from the Traditions and early authors, but
unhappily his narrative proceeds no further than the flight.
A complete biography of Mohammed would far exceed the
limits I have assigned to this'work. It is my intention only
to dwell at some length on the commencement of his carcer,
till the adoption of his cause by the inhabitants of Yatrel
raised -him to be an independent chief, and made him by
degrees the master of their rival *ity, Mecca, and she greater
part of Arabia. He may be called his own biographer, for
his Korén'was delivered piccemeal, as occasion required ; and
in the Traditions we have a still more copious source of in-
formation of his sayings and doings, which were soon collected,
and the collectors are careful to record on the authority
of what companions, though their authenticity must of course
ever remain doubtful. These Traditions, and his biographers
who chiefly compile from them their narrative, have dis-
figured it with many absurd legends, but it is not difficult
to separate it from these miraculous additions, and to ascribe,
for example, his victorics to the enthusiasm of his earthly
followers, instead of to the heavenly allies, visible only to his
own cyes.

The Arabian peninsula is represented by Gibbon as a con-
tinuous triangle of spacious but irregular dimensions, washed
bpthe Red Sea on the west, the Persian Gulf on the cast,
ard presenting to the Indian Ocean a front of a thousand miles.
Its entire surface exceeds four times that of Germany, but its
population is much outnumbered hy one of its circles, for the
ancients justly divided it into three portions, the stony, the

* Life of Mobummad from original sources. Allahabud, 1851.
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sandy, and the happy, which was the smaflest. Deserts in
which the scanty roving tribes, called Bedouin, that is, inha-
bitants of the country., pitched their tents, occupy the interior,
and also part it from the rest of Asia, and have thus secured
it from invaders. A considerable exception, however, must-
be made from its boasted independence; for on the north
a Roman province, of which Bozra was capital,” had been
formed by Trajan, and the coasts of the Persian Gulf acknow-
ledged the supremacy of Chosroés. The princes, too, of the
tribes of Gassan and Hira were the tributaries of these great
empires, and arc often mentioned in their annals. The former
were allowed by the Romans to encamp in Syria; the latter,
by the Persians, to build a city only forty miles from the ruins
of Babylon. The higher region facing the ocean was dis-
tinguished by a more temperate climate, and its vales were
fertilized by rivers and clothed with trees, and attracted mer-
chants by its frankincense. The Ilamyarites, who peopled it,
were advanced in civilization beyond the other tribes, which is
proved by the great reservoir of Merab and other ancient monu-
_ments, and especially the inscriptions on them in an unknown
character, different from the Cufic, which was only intro-
duced into Mecea a little before the time of Mohammed. A
long list of their sovereigns is preserved, one of whom had
embraced the Jewish faith, and was so zealous a prosclyte that
he cast his Christian subjects who refused to follow his ex-
ample, into” a burning fiery furnace. This’ cruel zeal brought
on hhnsclf ruin, and to them deliverance, from the Emperor
of Abyssinia. Four of his viceroys reigned at Saana, the
capital, till subdued by the Persians. The first of these, Abra-
ham, the Abrahah of the Koran, had erected a churth,
which he was desirous of substituting for Mecca as the place
of ‘pilgrimage. An Arab contemptuously defiled it, and to
avenge the insult he undertook an expedition for the purpose
of destroying the temple there, which had been, time out of
mind, revered by the whole nation. The year of Mohammed’s
birth is rendered memorable by this failure of the lord of the
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elephant, as he is ‘called, recorded in that briet chapter ot the
Koran, CV., which ascribes it to a miracle ; for though polluted
by idols, the Caaba-was still holy in their prophet’s estimation,
for the sake of its founder, the friend of God. Both Nestorians
*dnd Eutychians, who had been driven beyond the pale of the
empire, found a hospitable reception in Arabia: and this
country, which has incurred the reproach of being fertile in
heresies, had also sheltered Gnostics, who denied the humanity
of the Son of God, maintaining that his enemies satiated their
vengeance on an airy phantom, which only seemed to be nailed
to the cross, and the Collyridians, the first who worshipped
the Virgin as the queen of heaven, and from whom Moham-
mad had learnt the doctrine of her immaculate conception, long
before its introduction into the Roman Church. The Jews
had been settled in the Peninsula before the destruction of
Jerusalem, which had greatly increased their number. They
here enjoyed, not only liberty of conscience, but power, which
they had long lost in their own land, and had converted
several tribes from idolatry to the worship of one God, the
Creator of heaven and earth. They gave Mohammed much
trouble, and provoked his enmity, and brought down ruin on
themselves, because, while they professed like him that there is
no God but God, they could neither be terrified nor persuaded
to acknowledge, what he made its inseparable appendage, his
being His messenger. They were formidable neighbours, for
their chief city, Khaiber, which was strongly fottified, was
within six days of Medina, within which they had a party.
They and Christians are both honourably distingnished irl the
Korén as people of the book, but they are at the same time ac-
cuted of suppressing and corrupting important passages in the
revelations with which they had been favoured. There were also
in Arabia, especially in Bahrein, fire-worshippers, from whom
Mohammed derived the most attractive portion of his book,
a description of Paradise, and the circumstances which ac-
company the resurrection; for he seems to have been sin-
gularly deficient in imagination; and this deficiency supplies
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one of the strongest arguments against his being an enthu-
siast. The .worship of the sun and other heavenly bodies
had also been introduced by the Sabians; and the original in-
habitants, according to their fancy, worshipped, some one, some
another of the stars or planets, and had images of other gods,
of whom we know little more than the names and descriptions.
Some of the Arabs acknowledged a Creator; others, as we
learn from the Korén, rejected the doctrines, both of creation
and restoration to life after death. Those who believed in
them had the same gross notions as have evey prevailed among
barbarians, and, like those of every age, thought it necessary to
supply the dead with the praperty which they had used on earth.
Thus the Arabs left a camel to perish with hunger by his
master’s grave, that he might not at the resurrection have to
walk. They buried their infant daughters alive, to save the
trouble of maintaining and educating them; and, from a vague
notion of the necessity of appeasing angry gods, sacrificed
human victims, at least on important occasions, a custom
which, repugnant as it is to our feelings, has ever characterized
Polytheism, till, as in Greece and Rome, it has been superseded
by increasing civilization. Thus, Procopius, tells us of
a royal captive sacrificed by one of fheir petty kings, an ally
of the Emperor Justinian; and we learn from Porphyry
that a boy was yearly offered by a tribe in the Palmyra
desert ; and their report is confirmed by national authorities, for
Mohammed’ssown father had been devoted by a rash vow, and
was ransomed with a hundred camels. It is extraordinary that
the doctrine of expiation by the shedding of blood, familidr as it
must have been to him from the custom of his countrymen, and
justified and explained by theScriptures, was rejecfed, and that he
should have in his system (the only one so framed) neither the
realitgf nor the commemoration of a sacrifice, especially since he
adopted the kindred one of mediation, and madchimself the chan-
nel of divine blessings to mankind, and of necessity, therefore,
without any other cause than the arbitrary deci®e of God. He
yielded, however, to prejudice, or could not, perhaps, alto-

¥ Le Bello Porsico, 1. 28.
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gether free himself from it, by retaining all the ceremonies of
the pilgrimage, which include the sacrifice of sheep and camels,
which is so little in accordance with the pure Deism of his
creed. Abstinence from swine’s flesh, and circumcision, he also
retained, but the latter silently, for it is not named as a rite in
his book, nor, I believe, in the Traditions. The unwatered
barren province of Hejaz, along the Red Sea, including, at an
interval of near three hundred miles, Mecca and Yatrch; the
first the birthplace, the second the hospitable retreat of Moham-
med, which, in consequence, lost its name, in that_of Medinat
alnbi, the City of the Prophet, has, notwithstanding its natural
inferiority to Yemen, been the most celebrated division of
Arabia, as containing what had been from time immemorial
the religious metropolis. Some superstitious fancy or tradition
.must have directed the choice of so unpromising a locality.
Mecca stands in a plain, about two miles long and one broad,
at the foot of three barren mountains: the soil is a rock, the
water, even of the holy well Zemzem, within the precinets of
the temple, is brackish, the pas‘rure's tre remote, and grapes
are brought above seventy milcs, from the gardens of Tayef.
The Caaba, or cube, Zf‘ﬁ‘: a building twenty-four cubits long,
twenty-three broad, and twenty-seven high, has a door and
window, but is never reputed to have been the shrine of
any idol. The Moslems ascribe its foundation to Adam, and
its restoration to Abraham and his son Ishmacl. Gibbon
suggests that it was the temple, mentioned by Diodorus Sicu-
lus,* the superior sanctity of which was revered by all the
Arabians ; and, as carly as seven centuries before Mohammed,
it had been covered ‘with a veil by a king of the Ilamyarites.
A person starfding there, with his face to the East, would have
Arabia Felix on his right hand and Syria on his- left, and
these words Yemen and Sham, are the names which AraBs give
respectively to those countries. The Caaba stands within a
spacious quadrangle, then containing 360 idols of‘men, eagles, ,
lions, and ant8lopes, but the most conspicuous was the god
Hebal, of red agate, holding in his hand seven arrows, without

* Bibliotheca ii1. D 221
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heads or feathers, the instruments of divination; and it is a
painful fact, that among these idols was an infant Saviour in
the arms of his mother, taken,“we may suppose, from a church.

Circumstances were favourable to the fature pretensions of
Mohammed, and led him to indulge in lofty aspirations. He had
not, like many who have attained to imperishable renown, to
cmerge out of obscurity, for he was of the noblest descent, sprung
from the tribe of Koreish, the acknowledged race of the friend of
God, and from the family of Hashem, who, five generations be-
fore, procured, some said by fraud, others by open force, the
guardianship of the national temple. The country, they occu-
pied was so unfavourable to agriculture, that they were driven
to commerce. By the port of Jeddah they kept up an easy
intercourse with Abyssinia, and the produce of Africa was
conveyed by caravans to Katif, n the province of Bahrein, and
thence was floated, with the pearls of the Persian Gulf on rafts
to the mouth of the united streams of the Euphrates and Tigris.
Yemen was their winter, and Sham their sumnmer resting-
place, and so they saved the merchants of India the tedious
navigation of the Red Sea; and in the ports of Yemen. their
camels were laden with its aromatics, while Bosra and Damas-
cus supplied them with corn and manufactures. Thus wealth
was diffused in’ Mecca, and its leading inhabitants combined
the exercise of arms with the profession of merchants. They

not only had fairs of business, but during the months in which
their wars were by mutual consent suspended an annual
meeting, in which they contended in poetry; and the poems
which obtained the prize were called o\ilao (Moallakat),
¢ the Suspended,” bécause they were attached to the Wall of
the temple.

The spirit of the Arab is too independent to brook adespotic
yoke, and Mecca, acknowledging as its chiefs the progenitors
of Mohammed, was rather an aristocracy than a monzuchy
His grandfather, Abdalmothaleb, was of a gencrous spirit,
which his commercial profits enabled him to prove. He had
had the good fortune to discover, five centuries after it had been
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filled up, the spring Zemzem, erroneously supposed to have
been the one shewn to the mother of Ishmael, their progenitor ;
and, only two months before his grandson® birth, he had pre-
served the city from capture by the Abyssinian Viceroy. His
life was prolonged tp 110 years, and he was the father of
six daughters, and of no less than thirteen sons. 1 transcribe
the pedigree, since the first four Khalifs spring from the same
stock, and all Mohammed’s uncles, with one exception, sided
with him; and this family support was his chief protection
at the commencement of his career.

Kaab
Murra
—— ! Ady
| Kilab |
Teim |
| Kussey
Saald r
K.ul.bo Zullxra Abd Menaf !
I |
Amru Abd Menap Abdaluzza Hashem Abd Shst ‘
l, I Asab 1 Ommiyah ‘
Amir  Waheb - | 1nd Abd Almotalel |
uwila T .
MI’ll Aming, the | Abul Aas  Harb Khatab
Kuhafa mother of Kadijah .
. Mohammed wif‘g of Asslan Abu brﬁan Oomgr’
AbuBekr, Mohammed. Othman, Moaw! -n
. oawiyah, Khalif.
Ist Khalif. 3rd Khalif. 5th Kholif heli
Abu Taleb Abd Allah Han
| Abu Lahab Ab{ms e
-
Ali, 4th Khalif Abd J&l]ah
I
Ali
Mohammed
| -
Abu Alabbas
Mohammed Alsaffah,

First Abbaside Khalif.
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Abdalmothaleb’s younger son but one, Abdallah, celebrated
for worth and beauty, married Amina, his equal in person
and family. The grandfather called their son Mohammed, that
is, the Praised ; so unusual an appellation, that his guests, like
the kindred of the father of the Baptist, said,  There is none
of thy family called by this name.” He was an only child:
his father died prematurely, on his return from a commercial
journey, and his widow felt his loss so acutely that her health
gave' way. She often fancied herself visited by spirits, and
the nervous temperament and unequal development of her
son’s faculties were apparently an inheritance from her. " He
was suckled by a Bedouin woman, as was the custom of the
richer inhabitants of Mecca, that their children might be bred
in a healthier climate, and imbibe the genuine Arab pronun-
ciation. When four years old he had a fit, and his nurse
refused to keep him, thinking him possessed by an evil spirit.
His mother did not long survive. He then lived under the
roof of his gmndfather, who on his death consigned him to
the care of his eldest son, Abu Thaleb, who succeeded him in
the guardianship of the Caaba. He had the same patrimony
as his father, five camels, a flock of sheep, and a female slave,
but being asked why he did not marry, he pleaded his poverty ;
and it is said that it was from his unfitness for the concerns of
life that he was obliged to keep sheep. *This was regarded as a
degrading occupation; but he afterwards turned it to account,
as o sign of his future prophetic office. He accompanied his
uncle, in his youth, on a mercantile journey to Bosfa, where
they were entertaiined by Boheira, a monk, called by the
Greeks Sergius, 7. e. George, who charged him to take great care
of him, for he would grow up to be a remarkable person. He
is suppos® to have been afterwards his assistant in composing
the Korin; but this seems to me most improbable, for he need
not go from Mecca, or from his family, to procure what know-
ledge he had gathered together concerning Judaism and
Chrxstla.mty, since he could associate without suspicion with
many professors of each, and had at home*a trustworthy ad-
viser, in Waraka, his wife’s cousin, who had passed through
both, and seems, at least, to have read parts of the Scriptures.

c
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It was under the same kind uncle that he made his first cam-
paign against a Bedouin tribe. He had afterwards, with a
partner, dealings in the linen trade, at the fair of Hajasha, in
Yemen, and here he formed an acquaintanceswith the nephew
of Khadijah, the rich widow of two husbands, who was, like
himself, descended from the house of Hasham. His honesty
was already so conspicuous, that he had acquired, before hlS
twenty-fifth year, the title of Amin, (the faithful,) and was
recommended to her as qualified to carry on her commercial
speculations. At the suggestion of the relation who had intro-
duced him, she made him presents and doubled his salary.
Her regard warmed into love, and notwithstanding their dis-
parity of years, twenty-five and forty, and the remonstrances
of her father, she offered him her hand. It whs accepted, and
his gratitude, if not his affection, never allowed her to repent
of this seemingly imprudent choice. The nuptials were ac-
companied by asplendid feast. ~Abuthaleb supplied ‘the dowry,
and his father-in-law was reconciled to the match. This
wealthy and honourable alliance restored him to his original
station, and gave to onc with his views and feelings the in-
estimable benefit of ample leisure. He had been a successful
trader, and had become by his marriage a wealthy citizen.
This wealth, we may presume,was expended in advancing his
design, for at his deathhe was owner of no more than a hundred
sheep, twenty camels, and six goats, which supplied his family
with milk. For months he never lighted a fire, and his food
was of tife coarsest bread ; and though he was abstemious, this
mode of life is mentioned by Ayesha as the result of necessity.
The intermediate period between his marriage and his de-
claring himself the messenger of God, which, if fully known,
might have determined how far he was an impostor®r a self-
deceiver, is passed over by all his biographers in silence. We
only know that he shewed a decided love of refirement, and
that he, like his grandfather, devoted the whole month of
Ramadhan to acts of charity and piety, apd withdrew, sometimes
with his family anl sometimes alone, to Mount Hara, in the
vicinity. He had manifested his contemplative turn of mind
in early life; and it is said, that when pressed by his young
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cumpanions to join in their sports, he used to reply, that man
was not born for such vain pursuits, ‘Khadijah brought him
no less than four sons and four daughters. The former all
died in infancy; and, notwithstanding the many wives and con-
cubines he had in after life, he had only another child, by Mary,
his Egyptian slave, Ibraham, who did not complete his third
year.

He had become dejected and fond of solitude; he spent his
time chiefly in Hara, fasting and prayihg, and returned only to
Mecca for fresh provisians, and to take the sevenfold mysterious
circuit of the Caaba. The period was favourgble to the
introduction of a purcr and more rational belief. There were
Jewish colonies in and near Medina, and individual professors
of Judaism and Christianity in Mecca; so that, even if Moham-
med had never assumed the Prophet’s office, Paganism, in
Sprenger’s opinion, could not have much longer continued the
religion of llejaz. Tle quotes, from the carliest hiography of
the false prophet, an account of four men, who, at one of their
idol feasts, expressed to onee another their dissatisfaction with
the national religion. ¢ Our tribe,” said one, “is corrupting
the religion of Abraham, and ate worshipping and walking
round a Stone, though it can do them neither harm nor good.”
They separated, and went in search of the true faith., Waraka,
the cousin of Xhadijah, who had great influence over Moham-
med, became a Christian. Obaidallaly, the second, a Moslem, and
cinigrated to Abyssinia, where he, too, embraced Christianity.
After*his conversion he nsed tosay, “ We see, and you attempt
to sce.” His widow, a daughter of Abu Sofian, was aftewards
married to Mohammed.  Othman retired to Constantinople, and
became also a Christian.  Zaid, the fourth, renounced idolatry,
but remained a sceptic. It was reported of him, that when
very old he would lean against the Caaba, and say, “ By him,
in whose hand is the soul of Zaid, nene of you, except myself,
follows the religion of Abraham. O Lord,’if I knew what
form of worshipping thee is most acceptable to thee, I would
adopt it. Shall I believe that there is one Lord, or a thousand ?
Is the government of the world divided ? I neither believe m

c2
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Aluzza, nor her two daughters, nor in Ghanam. He was my
Lord when my intellect was yet weak.” Zaid also frequented
this mountain, and it is not unlikely that they met, and that
his conversation strengthened Mohammad’s doubts concerning
the gods of his fathers. Satisfied, by whatever means it might
be, of that sublime truth, the unity of God, and viewing Judaism
and Christianity ofly in their corrupt practice, and taking
for a true exposition the distortion of doctrines by heretics,
Mohammed longed to°®communicate to others, this grand
and influential article of faith; and, in the enthusiasm
of an ardent temper, before failure had soured it,-or success
deteriorated his moral character, he might convince himself of
the second article of his short creed, that he was the messenger
of God, sent to revive what he called the religion of Abraham,
of Moses, and of Jesus. Both Jews and Christians, he main-
tained, had tampered with the Scriptures, omitting passages, in
which he was plainly foretold. ¢ Abraham,”says the Korén 11.,
“ was neither Jew nor Christian, but orthodox «4s\> and
(Moslem), resigned to God, Resighation. f\J‘"“ (Islam), there-
fore, which is derived from the root which signifies r’ﬂu» peace,
is the distinctive appellation of his creed. It is also cglled )\
(Aman), the Faith, a word familiar to ourselves, from our adop—
tion of Amen into our Liturgy, and the participle, . gwege (Mu-
menun), is rendered faithful, or believers. His own claim to
‘belief is built upon the appearance to him of the angel Gabriel,
whom he confounds, like some of the Jews, with the Holy
Spirit, who brought to him, he said, not at once, but in portions
as He needed, written passages of God’s word, which, as he
was an ignorant prophet, he read-to him ; and hence these réeve-
lations, when collected into a volume, have obtained the name
of Koran—reading, that’ is, what pre-eminently deserves to be
read. If| he said, he used to beg Gabriel to read slower, we
.might suppose that the enthusiast had sunk into the hypocrite.
Many verses speak for themseclves; but the long chapters
which dilate upon Jewish history might have been composed
at any time, and he had now, certainly, most lcisure for the
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purpose, and, if he had assistants, could employ them with
less danger of detection. At length, in the month of abstinence,
the night of power ,0\d)\ 813 arrived, in which the book, which
had been written as a whole in heaven from the creation, begun
to be revealed, it is said, to this chosen messenger of,God.
Undisturbed meditation increased his excitement, and his over-
strained brain was occupied with visions. In one of these
the angel called on him to read three times, and he refused.
At length he continued, in the words of the Koran, xcvi—
“Read, in the name of thy Lord, the Creator who has
created man of eongealed blood—read, for thy Lord is most
beneficent. Itis He who has taught by the pen: it is He who
has taught man what he did not know.” Sprenger takes thig.
for a cmpmand to read the Jewish and Christian Seriptures,
which were acknowledged by him as révelations ; and certamly
it seems strange, if he was unable, how he could imagine that
Gabriel uled these words. Still it is the general opinion that
it means the portion of the Koran then shewn to him, and fhe
great majority both of Mohammedan writers and of Europeans
affirm that he could not read; relying on his own declaration
that he was the prophet of the Ummias, and was himsglf an
Ummi (‘-}’\), vil, 156. This is commonly translated “illi-
terate;” but others, from the etyniology, maintain that it means
an Arab, in opposition to a Jew or Christian, and some say,
called illiterate because they had hitherto no prophet. After
this appearance, there is said to have been an intermission of
two years, during which he suffered hallucination of his senses,
and several times contemplated self-destruction. His friends
were alarmed, and called in exorcists, and he himself doubted
the soundness of his mind. Once he said to his wife, ¢ I hear
asound and see a light: I am afraid there are > gins (spirits)
in me:” and again, I am afraid I am 2 _,»¥ (Kahin);” that
is, a soothsayer possessed by Satan, ¢ God,” replied Khadija,
“will never permit this, for thou keepest thy engagements, and
assistest thy relatives;” and, according to some, she added,
“Thou wilt be the prophet of thy nation.” These sounds, as
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from a clock or a bell, are enumerated as symptoms of epilepsy.
In this morbid state of feeling he is said to have heard a
voice, and, on raising his head, beheld Gabriel, who assured
him he was the prophet of God.  Frightened, he returned home,
and galled for covering. He had a fit, and they poured cold
water on him; and when he came to himself he heard those
words (LxX1V.), “ Oh, thou covered one, arise, and preaéh, and
magnify thy Lord;” and henceforth, we are told, he received
revelations without intermission. Before this supposed reve-
lation he had been medically treated on account of the evil eye;
and when the Koran first descended to him he fell into faint-
ing fits, when, after violent shudderings, his eyes closed,
and his mquth foamed. Khadijah offered to bring him to
one who would dlspossess him of the evil spirit, but he for-
bade her. All his visions, however, were not of this painful
nature. To Harith ebn Hisham’s inquiry, he said the angel
often appeared to him in a human form (commobly as his
friend Dibla), and sometimes he had a revelation without
any appearance. “Many,” says an author much used by
Weil, “he, had immediately from God, as in his journey
to his thronc; many in dreams; and it was one of his
common sayings, that a prophet’s dream is a revelatign.”
According to Ayesha, whenever the angel appeared to him
though extremely cold, perspiration bursf forth on his forehead,
his eyes became red, and he would bellow like a young camel,
On one of these occasions,” says a traditionist, “ his shoulder
fell upon mine, and I never felt one so heavy.” Once the
communicator came to him riding on a camel, and he trembled
violently, and knelt down. He was angry when gazed upon
during these fits. He looked like a drunken man, and they
thought he would have died. It is difficult to form a positive
judgment on such a person; yet enthusiasm, if at any time it
deserted him, seems to have revived, for his conduct, during
his last illness, is not that of an hypocrite. To enable the
reader to judge for himself, I have endeavoured to exhibit
Mohammed as he appears to have been, only adding, that his
character is mercly a subject of historical curiosity, for it is
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the nature of the religion that he established that is the question
of real importance, and that remains the same whether he was
an imposter or a dupe.

Waraka, who is said to have made translations both of .the
Pentateuch and the Gospel, assured Khadijah that he must
be the prophet predicted in the former, and she was easily per-
suaded to accept as true an interpretation so gratifying to her
vanity and her affection. The boy Ali was the second con-
vert; and Zaid, his slave, who was still young, the third, whom
he immediately emancipated, but who was too much attached
to him to leave him. The first convert out of his own family
was Abubekr, a person of wealth and mfluence, of his own age,
a most important convert, and the onc who was to give stability
to the system after his death as his Khalif or successor.
Gibbon estimated his most arduous conquests to be those of
his wife, his servant, his pupil, and his friend, since he pre-
sented himself as a prophet to those who were most conversante
with his infirmities as a man. Yet, he continues, Khadijah
believed the words and cherished the glory of her husband ; the
obsequious and affectionate Zaid was tempted by the prospect
of freedom, and the son of Abuthaleb embraced the sentiments
of his cousin with the spirit of a youthful hero. Their con-
version, however, will not appear, on further consideration, so
marvellous, for Mohammed does not appear in this early stage
of his course to have shewn any of thosc infirmities incompatible
with his appointment as a prophet to his countrymen, and he
brought them no doctrine which would not bear the scrutiny
of their reason, or was offensive to their pride or passions; and,
according to the historian’s pwn sketch of the religion of the
Arabs, the most rational of them already acknowledged the’
power of one supreme God, though they neglected his worslup,
so that habit, rather than conviction, still attached them to their
imperfect idolatry. This acknowledgment will go some way
towards explaining the acquiescence of the first converts, and
their profession would encourage others. Ten of the most
respectable citizens of Mecca, whose names are recorded,—

among them Othman, afterwards Khalif, aid Abu Obeida,
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the future conqueror of Syria, were privately instructed in
his doctrine, and three years were silently employed in the
conversion of the first-fruits of his mission, no more than four-
teen proselytes. So slow a progress was little better than a
failure, and thereforc he summoned resolution to make a
public.declaration of his religion. He begant by inviting to a
humble repast the heads of his powerful family. Abu Lahab,
one of his many uncles, but, while he lived, his chief opponent,
and accordingly stigmatized in the Koran, cXI., contrived that
the party should break up without his having an opportunity
to address them. He repeated the invitation, and determined
not to be again foiled. Still he waited a montlr before he took
courage to speak  “ I know no man in Arabia who can propose
to his relations any thing more excellent than what I'now offer
you, the happiness both of this world and of that which is to
come. God Almighty hath commanded me to call you to his
service : who among you will become my brother, and my ,3;,
(vizir), porter, to bear my burden?” No answer being
returned, Ali’s impatience broke the silence. “O prophet of
God, I will be thy vizir: I will beat out the teeth, pull out
the eyes, rip open the bellies, and cut off the legs, of all who
shall dare to oppose thee.” Mohammed embraced him, and
desired all the company to obey him. ¢ This is my brother,
my deputy, my Khalif, (that is, my successor,) therefore shew
vourselves obedient to him.” They burst into laughter, and
wonically exhorted Abuthaleb to respect the superior dignity
of his son. The title of Khalif, as here given Ali, is
remembered by his followers, who condemn and curse
his three predecessors in that offiee as interlopers. The chiefs
of the Koreish wished Abuthaleb to abandon his nephew,
but, though not converted, he retained his partiality for him,
and remonstrated with him on the unreasonableness of his
attempt. He, however, was not to be terrified by his enemies,
or moved by the entreaties of a friend; positively telling him
that if they could sot against him the sun on his right hand and
the moon on his left, they should not divert him from his course.
His failure with® hi» own family determined him to try the
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people. He was continually in the temple addressing all comers,
*and enlarging on the folly of idolatry. He asserted the liberty
of conscience, disclaiming force, and even endeavouring to win
over Jews and Christians, by requiring the reception of their
books as well-as of his own (Kor. X1. 4.) He called the Gospel
the illuminating book, (v. 161.), the light and guide of life, and
‘asserts that, as it confirms the Old Testament, so it is itself
established” by the Korén, (11, 44, 91, 97, v. 54-56.) He even
declared that the assertion that there is only one true religion
rests upon insupportable pride, as i assumes that all nations are
not equal objects of divine goodness ; that the cause of diversity
of religions must be looked for® in the divine decrees, and
that it will only in the next world be discovered who has pro-
fessed the truth; and that it is sufficient for Jews, Christians,
and Moslems to live in accordance with the divine word known
to them, and to give their account on the day of impartial
judgment (v. 21): and, still plainer, that God had impressed a
particular religious and moral character on each nation; and
since it had not pleased Him to unite them all into one religion,
cach would be judged by its own. The* Arabs, who had ne
book he called to repentance, and conjured them to remember
the idolaters of old, and the tribe of Thamud, which divine
justice had swept away from the face of the earth. (Korén vir)
He had little success, yet his cause was strengthened by the
conversion of Hamza, the youngest of his uncles, and his
foster-brother, pre-eminent for bravery, and of Omar, a v1olent§
opponent, who had editated his murder, but was instanta-’
neously converted by overhearing a passage of the Koran.,
Still, so discouraging was his condition that he was cxposed
to continual insults and violence, to which he patiently sub-
mitted, while he permitted his few followers, whom he could
not protect, to scek a refuge. This they found in Abyssinia,
to the number of about-eighty, including Othman and two
of his own daughters, from the Christian sovereign, who
refused to give them up to the Koreish. He now ventured,
notwithstanding, to announce himself, not merely as the
reformer of Arabia, but as a messenger to the red men and to
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the black, that is, to all; and he required his few proselytes
to believe in one Gog, and in himself, his apostle, and to
purify themselves Dy ablutions. As his doctrine began to
spread, the Koreish made a .solemn league against the whole
family of Hashem, who protected him, though he could not
convince them, and all repaired to Abuthaleb as their head,
excepting his uncle Abu Lahab, surnamed Abduluzza, who'
went over to the opposite party, the chief of whicll was Abu
Sofian, of the family of Ommiyah, also sprung from a common
ancestor. ‘

The® third ycar after is called the year of mourning,
because Mohammed lost in # his faithful wife and his kind
uncle. The death of his powerful protector, Abuthaleb, who
loved him, though he never acknowledged him as his guide, and
seems to the last to have been faithful to his idols, brought on
the crisis of his fate. He found it prudent to retire from
Meccea, and he selected Tayef, as under the influence of an-
other friendly, though unconverted uncle, Abbas, who had
property in it. He found, however, no better reception there
than at Mecca, and, &fter no longer stay than a month, he was
obliged to return. The pilgrimage saved him the labour of
itinerating, by bringing worshippers from other tribes; and
worship, the object for which they chiefly came, would solem-
nize their minds, and might render them accessible to his
attempts. He used to take pilgrims aside, and, reciting to
them passages from the Koran, say,  These are proofs of my
mission: God commands you to reject Wwhat is unworthy of
Him, and to worship Him alone. His will is that you should
believe and obey me.” DBut his efforts failed, and they
naturally taunted him with the unbelief of his fellow-citizens,
who must be the best qualified to judge of his pretensions.
In this extremity it pleased God, in his wise yet mysterious
providence, to raise up assistance and deliverance, in the most
gradual manner, from the rival city, Yatreb, the inhabitants of
which, from their intercourse with the Fews, who were looking
for the consolation of Israel, might be better prepared to hear
of a prophet arising out of their own branch of the family of
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Abraham. These Jews had been oppressed by the idolaters, and
sometimes they were heard to say in their misery, « Oh, if the
time of the Messiah were come, we would go to Him.” ¢ But,”
says Tabari, “when our prophet was born among the Arabs, and
not as they expected, they rejected him.” The feeling of the
Jews seems to have encouraged him to assume the office of a
prophet ; and if they had acknowledged him he might have
contented himself with endeavouring te restore to its former
glory the religion of Moses. As long as he had any hope of
them, he instructed his followers to turn in prayer to the site
of their Temple; and it was not till he had finally broken
with them that he substituted for it the Caaba  When they
rejected him he declared they had corrupted their religion
and that he. was sent to restore the only pure faith, that
,of Abraham, the father at once of their nation and of his own.
But as the God of Abraham was avowedly ‘the God both
of Jewseand Christians, the Korén has an extraordinary
number of tales from the traditions of the former and the
spurious scriptures of the latter. From them he learnt to
appoint fasts, and to set apart one day in the week for public
worship; but as they had only the synagogue service, and
sacrifices could no longer be oftered, his system has no propitias
tion, and when he differs he retains the customs of the Arabs.
Among the visitors to the Caaba were six respectable men of
Yatreb, Between which city and Mecca there had long been an
implacable hatred growing out of commercial jealousy. They
said, “ Who knows if this be not the prophet whose coming the
Jews so anxiously expect? Should they receive him we shall
be reduced to the greatest difficulties. Itis therefore expedient
that we should anticipate them, and receive him before they can.”
He preached to them the divine unity, temperance, and absti-
nence from their cruel custom of destroying their new-bern
daughters. On their return they propagated their *new faith
with far greater success than the founder, for there was soon
scarcely a house in which there were not some Moslemss The
report of their success gave him confidence. Hitherto he
had acknowledged that he had not the gift of miracles. “ You
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continually cite the examples of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus,”
say his adversaries:  work miracles like them, and we will
believe you.” They shew him a hill of red earth. ¢ Change
it into gold, and we will acknowledge our defeat.” (K. v1.) He
replied, that though these prophets had worked miracles the
people were no better ; that when God set aside the laws by
which He governed the world, He would not fail to punish
severely those who had refused to believe in the signs of his
power ; and that he himself would not bring down this judg-
ment upon his unhappy country. He now changed his tone,
and appealed to his journey one night, first to Jerusalem, and
thence through all the heavens to within a bow-shot of the
throne of God. It is minutely narrated in the Traditions (xvir.);
but it is remarkable, thatin the Koran (xv111.) there is only one
brief reference to it. The story was too marvellousto be credited;_
but Abubekr came to his help, declaring that he would vouch
for the truth of whatever Mohammed had said, whichs obtained
from him the surname, with which he is still honoured, of the
faithful witness. “As often as he*is prossed,” says Gibbon, ¢ Ly
the demands of the Koreish, he involves himself in the obscure
boast of vision apd prophesy, appeals to the internal proofs
of his doctrine, and shields himself behind the providence of
God, who refuses those signs and wonders which would depre-
ciate the merit of faith, and aggravate the guilt’of infidelity.”
The Koran itself he declares a standing miracle ; nor %ould he
have so frequently brought forward a challenge to his contem- _
poraries which might be dangerous, if he could have appealed
to other credentials less disputable and more impressive. His
followers, however, are determined to give him the power he dis-
claims, byilding up a few ambiguous passages of the Korén, and
appealing to the Traditions. The chroniclers, such as Abulfeda,
disfigure their narratives with absurd legends of angels waiting
upon him;’ even before his mission, such as Gabriel carrying
a cloud over his head to screen him from the heat of the sun’s
rays ; which, repeated by her servants to Khadijah, induced her
to propose marriage to him. They are mostly of the childish
character which distinguish the wonders of the spurious gospels
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from the miraculous acts of mefcy recorded in the authentic.
ones ; for they affirm that trees went forth to meet him ; that he
was saluted by stones ; that water gushed from his fingers ; that
he split the moon in two; that a bcam groaned to him; that
a camel complained to him; ahd that a shoulder of mutton
off which he dined informed him, though too %ate, of its
being poisoned. De Sacy thinks that these acts were assigned
to him by his enthusiastic followers ; and that, though he did not
claim the power of working miracles, he willingly encouraged

the delusion. We knoiw, from the Keran, that he ascribed his .

first victory to the assistance of thousands of angels who fought
for him, though seen only by himself. ~ So forlorn was his state,
that he even proposed to his few Yatreb converts ta secure
him anasylum. This they truly stated was beyond their power,
for their city was inhabited by two hostile tribes; but at the
next pilgrimage they would be able to give him an answer,
since, in the mterval, God might restore them to peace. They
returned and offered him protection. Thejr zcal everlooked

obstacles, for they were no more than, twelve. Mohammed !

met them on mount Akaba, a short distance from the town,
and there they may be said to have laid the foundation of his
soyereignty ; for they took an oath to renounce idolatry, not to
steal, not to commit fornication, not to put their female infants
to death, not to calumniate, and to obey all his rcasonable com-
mands. -He then sent Masab back with them, who was well |
qualified for the office, for there was sbon not a house in which
some.had not embraced Islam; and this was also the cominence-
ment of the practice of religion, for he began to assemble the
converts to hear him discourse, and to unite in social worship
on the Friday, which thus became, in contradistinction to
the Jéwish sabbath, and the Christian Lord’s-day, the Moham-
medan day of meeting. The next year they again visited
Mecca, and their number had increased to seventy-three. He
met them again, by night, and was now accompanied by
his uncle .Abbas, like Abuthaleb, his protect&r, though not his
convert, who was one of the ten chiefs who had the guardian-
ship of the sacred well. He cautioned them against be-
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traying the confidence his flephew was disposed to place in
them, since his family connection could still protect him at
home. They renewed their protestations of fidelity, and Abbas
recommended him to accept their offer. This second secret
nocturnal meetmg Gibbon calls a political association, the
first vital spark of the empire of the Saracens. * But if you
are recalled to your country,” they asked,  will you not
abandon your new allies?” ¢ All things,” he replied with a
smile, “ are now common between us: your blood is as my
blood, your ruin as my ruin: we are bound to each other by
the ties of honour and interest. I am your friend, and the foe
of your foes.”. “ But if we are killed in your cause, what will
be our reward?” « Paradise,” replied the acknowledged pro-
phet. ¢ Stretch forth your hands.” They stretched them forth,
and reiterated the oath of fidelity, Their treaty was ratified
by their fellow-cittens, who rejoiced in his promised residence
among them, but trembled for his safety, and impatiently ex-
pected hissarrival.. Ile then, in imitation of the Son of God,
selected out of them twelve as his apostles This promise of
Paradise to those who fell in his cause is confirmed by the
Korén, and is the earliest justification of promoting the faith by
the sword; and he endeavours to strengthen this encourage-
ment by the authority of the law and the gospel.  Abu Sofian,
the chief of the branch of Omuniyah, had now succeeded to the
presidentship of the Republic. A zealous votary of the idols,
and a mortal foe of the linic of Hasham, he convened an assembly
of the Koreish and their partisans to decide on his fate. . His
imprisonment might drive enthusiasts into desperate mea-
sures, and the exile of an eloquent preacher of a new faith
would diffuse this mischief throughout Arabia. His death was
voted, and they determined that a person of each tribe should
be employed, that, by extending to all the guilt, they might
baffle the blood avenger. Immedlate flight was now his only
resource. His followers had been gradually dismissed to the
friendly city, himself, with Abubekr and Ali, alone remained,
and two camels were kept saddled in readiness. Their flight
was abrupt. At the dead of night he silently cscaped with the
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father of his affianced bride. The assassins watched at the door,
@t they were deceived by Ali, who lay in the bed, covered
with Mohammed’s green cloak. The Koreish respected the
devotion of their kinsman, some of whose verses, if we may
depend upon their authenticity, exhibit an interesting picture
of his state of anxiety and religious confidence. Three days
Mohammed and his companions were concealed in the cave of
Tha, at the distance of a league; and cach evening they received
a secret supply of provisions from a son and daughter of
Abubekr. The diligence'of their enemies cxplored every haunt
in the ;neighbourhood. They arrived at the entrance of the
cavern, and aspider’s web, and a pigeon’s nest, which the
Moslem writers considef as a providential interference, are
supposed to have convinced them that the place was unoccupied.
“We are only two,” said the trembling Abubekr.  There
is a third,” replied his companion: “it is God himself.” No
sooner was the pursuit-abated than the fugitives issued from
the cave, and mounted their camels. On the road they were
overtaken by the assassins, but the leader, attempting to seize
him, the horse twice fell under him, and this happy accident,
and a prompt prediction from Mohammad of his future exploits
.in his service, induced him to retire. They proceeded to Keba,
two miles off, where they lodged four days, and, on the six-
teenth from their flight, made their public entry into Yatreb,
the name of which is, henceforward, ‘;uT i (Medinat
Alnabbi) “ the city of the prophet.” His gg—Hegira, Flight,
was appointed by his successor Omar, eighteen years after, to
mark the lunar years of the Mohammadan nations, in imitation
probably of the Christian era of the martyrs, and, being ante-
dated sixty years, coincides with Friday, July 16, 622. Five
hundred of the citizens advanccd to meet the giumphant
exiles. Mohammed was hailed with acclamations of oyalty and
devotjon: he was mounted on a she camel, an umbrella, the
castern emblem of dignity, shaded his Wead, and a turban was
unfolded before him, to supply the want of a standard. His
most zealous adherents, who had been dispersed by the storm,
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rallied round him; and the equal, though different merits of
these two divisions of the faithful, the believers of Mecca angy_
of Medina,—were henceforward dlstmgulshed by the epithets of
Jugitires (MohaJeruns) and \A,\ (dAnsars, assistants).
The names of the most important of these his companions
are preserved, and their respective claims on respect are nicely
calculated. The highest place is assigned to Khadijah, Ah, Zaid,
Abubekr, and those who immediately followed their example ;
the second includes Omar, and all the contemporary converts;
the third, the first fugitives to Abyssinia; the fourth, fifth, and
sixth, the three parties who successively met him at Akaba;
the seventh, the Mohajeruns who joined him at Medina;
the eighth all who fought the first bittle of Bedr; the ninth,
those who came over to him between the battle and his
inauguration at Hodeibeya; the tegth, those who took the
oath of fealty to him; the eleventh, those who embraced
Islam between that and the reduction of Mecca ; the twelfth,
those who were compelled to profess it on its surrender; and the
thirteenth, all who had seen him, but were children at his death.
On his establishment at Medina, where he fixed his abode,
he assumed the exercise of the regal and sacerdotal offices,
and it became impious to appeal from the decision of an in-.
spired sovereign. His first occupation was to purchase a small
portion of ground, on which he built a simple dwelling and
a place of worship.* Ile now consummated his marriage with
Ayesha, and thus bound himself closer with the father of
the girl, )6 Bekr, who is so constantly called by that title, that
his name has been forgotten; and about the same time added
affinity to consanguinity, by uniting his faithful Ali to his
favourite daughter Fatimah. Raised to sovereignty by the
choice of an independent people, and invested with the prero-
gative of #Mhging war, he now appears in a new character, which
naturally excites the suspicion that his former forbearance
was only the effect of weakness, for he is now commanded to
propagate Islam by the sword, to destroy all monuments of

* % In Arabic, (ml:sjid), 354, which has been corrupted into “ modque.”
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idolatry, and, without regarding the sanctity of days and months,
to carry on war against unbelievers. He also presumes to
ascribe the same bloody precepts to the Pentateuch and the
Gospel ; not comprehending the distinction between universal
war and the extermination of the devoted nations from the land
of Israel, and confounding the mild genius of Christianity with
its gross abuses by those who injure it by professing it. The
option, however, of alliance, submission, or battle, was pro-
posed to unbelievers. ©n professing Islam, they were admitted
to all the privileges of primitive disciples, and marched
under the same banner to extend the faith which they had once
opposed, while those who remained faithful to their creed were
tolerated on the payment of tribute. In the first months of his
reign he practised the warfare he authorised, and afterwards
fought in person at nine battles or sieges, and in ten years
achieved fifty enterprises by himself, or his lieutenants. The
spoil was faithfully collected into one common mass: a fifth of
all was reserved for pious and charitable uses; the remainder

was shared in adequate portions by those who fought and those
who guarded the camp: the rewards of the slain devolved to
their widows and orphans, and the increase of cavalr y was
encouraged by a share to the horse as well as to the man,
TRe roving Arabs were allured to his standard by the hope of
plunder. He sanctified the licence of taking the female cap-
tives for wives and concubines, and again and again he
represented the enjoyment of beauty as a feeble type of the
paradise prepared for the martyrs of the faith.

“The sword is,” he says, “ the key of heaven and of hell. A
drop of blood shed in the cause of God, or one night spent in arms,
is of more avail than two months in fasting or prayer. Who-
soever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven: at the day of judg-
ment his wounds shall be resplendent as vermilion, and
odoriferous as musk ; and the loss of his limbs shall be supplied
by the wings of angels and cherubim.” The intrepid souls of
the Arabs were fired with enthusiasm: the picture of the
invisible world was strongly painted on their imaginations, and
the death which they had always despised became an object of

D
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hope and desire. The Korén also inculcates throughout the
most unqualified predestination, and, with the exception gf
a few obscure sectaries, it has ever influenced, and still influ-
ences, the practice of the Moslems, leading them to regard even
ordihary precautions against contagion as a sinful opposition
to the divine decrees. “Every bullet has its billet,” was the
saying of an European predestmanan, and there can be no
sense of danger where chance is excluded. His companions
accordingly advanced to battle with f8arless confidence, per-
suaded that those destined to die in their beds, must be invul-
nerable in the field.

It appears to me that long and earnest meditation led him to
believe that hg was born to reform the religion of Arabia, and
that as soon as the enlightened but not sanctified mind of the
disappointed visionary found his countrymen unmoved by
his arguments and eloquence, and his life endangered, this
belief stimulated him to use the sword, which he might con-
sider given to him as a more effectual instrument; and he did
not start at the means, which he might believe that the wars
of the Israelites sanctioned, because he was satisfied of the
justice and importance of the end. The injustice of Mecca,
and the choice of Medina, had transformed the citizen into a
prince, the preacher into a general, and the credulity of kis
proselytes, and his success, would tend to fortify his assurance
of his divine mission. His interest and Islam were inseparably
connected ; and his conscience might be soothed by the per-
suasion that he alone was absolved from the obligations of his
own laws ; and the special revelation which relieved him, as a
prophet, from all restraint, instead of producing scandal or
envy, but increased the veneration of his followers. He had
now determined to refer his cause to arms; but he first pru-
dently determined to eradicate the seeds of jealousy between his
new friends and hisfellow-exiles, by forming a fraternity, in which
one of each body was coupled with one of the other, with the
rights and obligations of brethren; and Ali, finding himself
without an associate, he feelingly declared that he would be
his companion and brother. The expedient answered com-
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pletely : the fraternity was respected m war and m peace, and
the two parties vied with each other in a generous emulation
of courage and fidelity. Once only the concord was slightly
ruffled by an accidental quarrel. One of the Medina assistants
arraigned the insolence of the fugitives, but the threat of their ex-
pulsion was heard with abhorrence, and even a son most eagerly
offered to lay at the apostle’s feet the head of his own father,
who had given the offence. In his sovereignty he retained
the simplicity of his private life, having erected for himself an
humble dwelling, surrounded by the huts of his wives, with
whom he cqually® shared his time; of which his favourite,
Ayesha, had more only because others made over to her their
portion ; and in his last illness, when she was his attendant,
he had previously obtained their consent. He was also Pon-
tiff, and the mosque may properly be regarded as his palace.
He constantly led their devotions, offered up the public prayer,
and preached at the woekly festival. First he leant against the -
trunk of a palm tree; and it was notatill the cighth year of the
flight that he indulged himself with the use of a pulpit of
rough timber, and sat on the third or upper step. The
modesty of Abubekr refused to go higher than the second;
Omar was content with the lowest; Othman resumed the third ;
and Moawiyah added six steps, ascending to the highest.

On reaching Medina, he had made Jerusalem the &3 (Kebla),
that is, the object towards which to turn in prayér; but find-
ing it more important to conciliate the pagan Arabs, after a few
months he transferred it to the temple to which they had been,
time out of mind, attached (Kordn 11.): endcavouring to
justify the change, and inconsistently declaring in_the same
chapter——“ To God belang the east and the west; thercfore,
whithersoever ye turn in prayer, there is the face ‘of God.”
About this time he inséituted the fast of the whole month of
4, (Ramadhan), which may fairly be considered as a
set off against the sensual indulgencies with wbich he is con-
stantly reproached. He intended to distinguish his people from
the Jews and Christians, and instead of the trumpets of the

o2
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former and the bells of the latter, he appointed 4340 muezzins,
(criers) to call them at the hours of prayer.

From his new residence, Mohammed could retaliate upon
his enemies, by intercepting their Syrian trade, upom which
they were wholly dependent. An opportunity soon presented
itself, for Abu Sofian himself, the keeper of the sacred
standard, with no more than thirty or forty followers, was
conducting a caravan of a thousand camels. He had escaped
the vigilance of Mohammed, but he had learnt that he was
awaiting in ambush his return. He despatched therefore a
. messenger to Mecca, and the citizens were roused by the fear

of losing their merchandize to hasten to his assistance. This
first army of Moslems ever brought into the field consisted of
313, of whom twenty were fugitives, and they mounted in turn
seven camels, but such was their poverty, that only two
could appear on horseback. In the vale of Bedr, between Me-
dina and Mecca, on the high road from Egypt, Mohammed was
informed of the caravan tifat approached on one side, and of the
hundred horse and 850 foot of the Koreish, which advanced
for its protection on the other. Power was dearer to him than
wealth ; a stream and an entrenchment hastily formed covered
his troops. “O God!” he exclaimed, as the enemy de-
scended the hills, “if these be destroyed,, Ly whom wilt thou
be worshipped: courage, my children : close your ranks, dis-
charge your arrows, and the day is your own.” So saying,
he'withdrew with Abubekr, to a hut which he had formed,
and instantly demanded the succour of Gabriel and three thou-
sand angels. This retreat secured his personal safety. Gibbon
suggests a suspicion of his courage; Sprenger represents him
as of a timorous disposition; and, conteary to the popular notion
of him, it may at least be said that he did not, except when
it was indispensable, take a prominents part in the battles in
which he was engaged. The Moslems were hard pressed, and
in that critical moment he started from his seat, mounted his
horse, and cast a handful of gravel into the air, saying, * Let
their faces be covered with confusion.” Both armies heard the
thunder of his voice: his adherents imagined that they were



37

assisted by angels; the Koreish fancied them to be twice as
many as themselves: they trembled, and, in their panic,
fled: severity of the bravest were slain, and the same number
of captives adorned this first victory.» His loss was only four-
teen. The Koran (vIiL) expressly ascribes the victory to the
angels. ¢ Ye slew them not, but God slew them ; neither didst
thou cast the gffavel into their eyes when thou didst cast it,.
but God cast it, that he might prove the true believers by a
gracious trial from himself.” The dead bodies were despoiled
and 1nsulted two of the most obnoxious prisoners were put to
death, and” 4000 drachms of silver, the ransom of the others,
compensated in some degree for the escape of the caravan. * Abu
Sofian in vain explored a new road through the desert, and
along the Euphrates: he was overtaken, by the diligence of the
+Moslems, and so great was the prize, that the fifth, set apart
for the Prophet, amounted to 20,000 drachms. Resentment
stimulated Abu Sofian to collect 3000 men, and his wife, Henda,
with fifteen matrons, sounded their timbrels to encourage them
with the praises of IIebal, the most popular of their deities.
The standard of the only God was upheld by near a thousand
Moslems, and the disproportion of numbers was not greater
than in the victorious ficld of Bedr. This second battle was
fought on Mount Qhud, six miles to the north of Medina.
The idolaters advanced in a crescent, and the right wing of
the cavalry was led by Khaled, the most celebrated of their
warriors. The Moslems were judiciously posted on the de-
clivity of the hill, and their rear was guarded by fifty archers.
The weight of their charge broke the centre of the idolaters,
but in’ the pursuit the advantage of the ground was lost, and
the archers deserted their station, tempted by the spoil, and
disordered their ranks. The intrepid Khaled, wheeling his
cavalry on their flank and rear, exclaimed, with a leud voice,
that Mohammed was slain. He had, indeed, been wounded in
the face with a javelin, and two of his teeth were shattered with
a stone; yet, in the midst of tumult and dismay, he reproached
his enemies with the murder of a prophet,and blessed the friendly
hand that starmched his blood, and conveyed him to a place
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of safety. Seventy who fell were regarded as martyrs who
died for the sins of the people: they fell in pairs, each brother
embracing his lifeless companion: their bodies were mangled
by the inhuman women, and the wife of Abu Sofian even
tasted the heart of his uncle Hamza. This defeat had nearly
proved fatal to Islamn, as it tempted his men to question the
claims to a divine commission of a prophet whb was no longer
supported by victory. To still their, murmurs, he ascribed
their defeat to the sins of some of the combatants, and produced
a revelation declaring the unchangeable nature of God’s abso-
lute decrees. They soon rallied, and their opponents did
Lnot venture to undertake the siege of Medina. It was, however,
attacked the ensuing year by an army of 10,000, and this third
expedition is named inditferently from the nations who marched
under the banner of Abu Sofian, or from the ditch which was.
drawn before the city. Mohammed prudently declined a ge-
neral engagement, but the valour of Ali was signalized in a
single combat, and the war was protracted twenty days, till
the scparation of the confederates. Their tents were over-
turned by a tempest, quarrels ensued, and the Koreish,
deserted by their allies, despaired of subverting his power.
This retreat cnabled him to turn his arms against the Jews,
who had excited and joined in the war; on the very day on
which the nations had retired from the ditch he marched
apainst the hostile tribe of Koraidha, who, after a short resist-
anee, surrendered at discretion to Saad, prince of the tribe of
Aus, their old friends and confedcrates, relying upon their
intercession: but their chief, incensed at their breach of faith,—
for they had broken their league with Mohammed,—prayed that
he might not die of the wound he had received till he had seen
their just punishment. He therefore adjudged that all the
men showdd be put to the sword, and the women and children
made slaves. Mohammed, on hearing his decision, cried
out that Saad had pronounced the sentence of God, and, in con-
sequence, ordered the immediate magsacre of between six hundred
and seven hundred men. The horses he assigned to his fugitives,
saying that his elpers had enough already: and the moveable



39

property he divided among his followers, remitting his own
fifth. The author of this cruel judgment died soon after of
his wound, and Mohammed spoke his funeral oration. The
women were sold or exchanged for horses or arms; and a young
damsel of peculiar attraction he added to the number of his
wives.

Five times each day-the eyes of the Moslems had been
ordered to turn towards Mecca, and Mohammed was urged by
the most powerful motives to revisit, as g conqueror, the city
from which he had been forced to fly. The Caaba was present
t6 his waking and sleeping fancy, and it is not surprising that
he should dream that he had its key in his hand, and that he
had performed the ceremonies of the pilgrimage. The next
morning he told his dream to his followers, and it was accepted
as a prediction and omen of the early possession of the object of
their desire. This march, however, though at the head of
14,000 men, only displayced the peaceful pomp of a pilgrimage.
Seventy camels, bedecked for sacrifice, preceded the van, and
the sacred territory was respected ; but the Koreish felt a rea-
sonable jealousy, and, wheén he arrived on the borders of their
territory, they forbade his entrance. The Bedouins, who had
followed him less from piety than hopes of phunder, might be
tempted to desert ; the Koreish, as he said, had put on their leo-
pard-skins ; and on this occasion, at least, he sunk into the cool
and cautious politicign,” concluding a ten years’ truce, on the
condition that all within Mecca who pleased might join him, and
all with him who chose to leave him might return, but that for
the future any who came to him should be sent back on demand.
It was also stipulated that he and his people might come on pil-
grimage unarmed, provided they only staid three days. This
zeal of his opponents was equal to that of his followers, for they
refused to acknowledge his title “of Messenger of Gag, and he
consented to waive it, ordermg Ali to substitute the Son of Abd-
allah. A cloud of shame and sorrow,” says Gibbon, “ hung
on their retreat, and their disappointment might justly accuse the
failure of a prophet who had so often appealed to the evidence of
success.” The remark is natural, but the phlegmatic historian
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was little capable of judging the feelings of enthusiasts. If any
misgiving did arise it was silenced by the 48tk chapter of his
Koran; and he was, by the chief men of his army, before he
left his encampment, spontaneously inaugurated. The truce
enabled him to complete the subjugation of the Jews by
the assault and capture of their chief residence, Kaibar. Their
king was tortured in his presence to discover his hidden
treasures, and Mohammed added the betrothed bride of his son
to the number of hismany wives. Markhhab, a giantcontmander
of one of his forts, is said to have been hewn in two by Alj, w%lx
a single stroke of the sabre. After the capture, Mohammed
went to lodge with his family, and his sister Zeinab provided
for him his fayourite dish, a shoulder of mutton. The guest
who first tasted it fell down dead, and the prophet spat out the
morsel he had taken, saying it had told him it was poisoned,
a figure of speech out of which a miracle has been fabricated.
Interrogated as to her motive, she replied, *“I wished to ascer-
tain if thou wert a prophet: if thou art, it will not hurt thee;’
if not, I should deliver my country from an impostor.” The
shepherds and husbandmen were permitted, during pleasure,
to improve their patrimony; but under the reign of Omar
they were removed into Syria, and the Khalif alleged the
mjunction of his dying master, that the true religion should
alone be professed in his native land. .

The next year Mohammed returned, aceording to agrecment,
to complete his pilgrimage, for before he had been forbidden to
visit the temple, and had been obliged to shave himself and kill
his victims at his encampment. On learning his intention the
Koreish had retired to the hills, and the country was almost
deserted, but he faithfully adhered to the treaty, by withdraw-
ing on the fourth day. Those who remained were edified by his
behavious, and he was acknowledged as prophet by three most
important converts, Othman eben Telha, the guardian of the
Caaba, and Khaled and Amruw, the future conquerors of Syria and
Egypt. Thesame yearis also memorable for the firstengagement
of the Moslems with the troops of the Emperor, from whom they
were 50 soon to wrest su many of his provinces. On returning
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in triumph from the Persian war, Heraclius had entertained
at Hems one of the ambassadors of Mohammed, who had been
sent to invite to Islam, not only the petty Arab kings and
the friendly sovergign of Ethiopia, but also himself and his
rival, Khosru, the Persian monarch  On this slight foundation
‘“Moslem authors affirm the secret conversion of the emperor;
and the vanity of the Greek historians feigns a personal visit
of Mohammed, who accepted from the royal bounty a rich
domain, and a secure retreat on the supposition of his failure.
Bat this friendship, such as it was, was not to be lasting; for
an ambassador whom he had sent to the governor of Bosra
had been assassinated by an Arab of the tribe of Gassan,
who commanded for the Emperor, at Muta, in the district
of Belké, about three days’ journéy cast of Jerusalem. He
resolved to be revenged, and assembled a force of 3000
chosen men. The sacred banner was entrusted to his devoted
Zaid ; and such was the enthusiasm of his followers, that the
noblest chiefs served, without reluctance, under one who had
been his menial slave; but the distinctions of this world
were superseded by their religious equality. In the event
of his decease, Jaafar and Abdallah were successively sub-
stituted to the command; and, if the three should perish,
the troops were authorized to elect their own general. Zaid
fell like a soldier in the foremost ranks. Jaafer shifted the
standard from his right hand, which he lost, to his left : that too
was severed from his body ; and he then embraced the standard
with his bleeding stumps, and was transfixed to the ground
with fifty woupds. "““Advance,” eried Abdallah, who stepped
into the vacant place, “ advance with confidence: either victory
or Paradise is our own.” The lance of a Roman decided
his fate, but the falling standard was rescued by Khaled,
the recent proselyte. Nine swords were broken in his hand,
and his valour repulsed the superior numbers of the Christians.
In the night council he was chosen commander. His evolutions
of the ensuing day secured their retreat, and he is renowned
among the Grecks, as well as his countrymen, by the appella-
tion of Z%e Sword of God. In the pulpit Mohammed described
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with prophetic.raptures the crowns of the blessed martyrs; but
in private he betrayed the feelings of human nature: he was
surprised as he wept over his freed-man’s daughter. ¢ What
do I see?” said the astonished believer. ¢ You see,” replied
the Apostle, “ a friend who is deploring the loss of his most
faithful friend.” The period since his repulse from Meeca had.
been usefully employed in successful and profitable skirmishes,
The attack of the Koreish upon a tribe.with which he was
allied he considercd justified the breach of the truce, which
had still two years to run, and he prepared a force sufficient to
accomplish his grand object. He collected ten thousand pen from
various tribes buthad not annopnced his intention, and the secret
was kept, till the blaze of ten thousand fires proclaimed, to their
astonishment, their approa¢h and irresistible force. Resistance
was out of the question. Abu Sofian, himself, presented the
keys of the city, admired the arms and ensigns that passed in
review before him, observed that the son of Abdallah had ac-
quired a mighty kingdom, and confessed, under the scimitar
of Omar, that he was the Apostle of the true God. Mohammed
had shewn, on several occasions, that he had the revengeful
feelings &f the Arab, and had more than once encouraged, and
even commanded, the assassination of his personal enemies.
But now, instead of indulging his own passions, or those of his
followers, he spared the guilty city, and, by his clemency,
united all parties in his favour. As they entered Mecca, twenty-
eight of the inhabitants were slain by Khaled : and eleven men
and six women were proscribed by the Prophet himself, but he
blamed the cruelty of his lieutenant. The c_ﬁiefs were pro-
strate at his feet. “ What mercy can you expect from the
man whom you have wronged ?” “ We confide in the genero-
sity of our kinsman.” ¢ And you shall not confide in vain,
Begone} you are safe, you are free.” The people earned
their pardon by the profession of Islam, and the fugitive
is now enthroned as the prophet and prince of his native
land. The idols of the Caaba were ignominiously broken, and
not even the statues of Abraham and Ishmael were spared.
The so-called Messenger of God, as an example to future
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ues, again fulfilled the duties of a pilgrim, sacrificing, on his
own account, sixty-three victims according to the number of
his years, and thirty-seven for Ali; and he concluded with a
sermon to his immense congregation, in whi®h he introduced
these verses—* Woe to them who reject your religion, and
my pleasure is that your religion be Islam.” It was now
enacted that no unbeliever should dare to set his foot on the
territory of ‘the holy city.

The conquest of Mecca determined, generally speaking, the
faith and obedience of the Arabian tribes, who, according to
thé&"vicissitudes of his fortune, had obeyed or disregarded the
cloquence and arms of the Prophet. An obstinate remnant,
however, still remained; and the battle of Honain, only three
miles from Mecca, which, at its commencement, threatened his
destruction, ended in his final triumph. Four thousand ad-
vanced with speed to surprise the conqueror, in whose army
of 12,000 was now displayed the banner of Mecca, as well as
that of the city which had adopted him. The Koran (1x.)
reproaches them for their confidence in the vast superiority
of their numbers; for, relying on their strength, they de-
scended without precaution into the valley, the heights of
which had been occupied by the-archers and slingers of the
confederates. Their superior number was here unavailing,
their discipline was confounded, and their courage was ap-
palled by the unexpected attack. The soldiers dispersed,
and their prophet, on his white mule, encompassed by the
enemy, attempted to rush against their spears in search of an
honourable death. Ten of his faithful companions interposed
their weapons and their breasts: three of them fell dead at his
feet.  Ohmy brethren,” he repeatedly cried, with sorrow and
indignation, “ I am the son of Abdallah: I am the Apostle of
God, who isno liar. Ohmen, stand fast in the faith! Oh God,
send down succour!” His uncle, Abbas, made the valley re-
sound with a loud recital of the gifts and promises of God.
The flying Moslems returned from all sides to the holy
standard. The conduct and example of their leaders restored
the battle, and Mohammed animated his victorious troops to
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inflict a merciless revenge on the authors of their shame. From
the field of Honain e marched without delay to the siege of
'Tayeﬂ"; but it was in vain that he offered to the slaves
who formed pa& of the garrison freedom, violated his own
law by cutting down their fruit trees, and had even made a
breach in the walls ; for, after a siege of twenty days, he sounded
a retreat. The expedition was upon the whole fortunate,
for the spoil amounted to 6000 captives, 24,000 catnels, 40,000
sheep, and 4000 ounces of silver. One tribe redeemed their
prisoners by the sacrifice of their idols; and Mohammed com-
pensated the army for the loss by resigning his own share of
the spoils, and declared that he wished, for their sake, that he
possessed as many head of cattle as there were trees in the
province of Tehama. Instead of chastising the disaffection of
the Koreish, who had proved but cold allies, he endeavoured,
as he expressed it by a strong figure, to cut out their tongues,
and to secure their doubtful adherence by a superior measure
of liberality. Abu Sofian, his former opponent, was converted
to so profitable a religion by a present of three hundred camels
and twenty ounces of silver. The fugitives and the helpers
alike complained that they who had risked the danger were
neglected in the season of vietory ; but his answer was, ¢ Suffer
me to conciliate these recent enemies, these doubtful proselytes,
by the gift of some perishable goods. . To your guard I entrust
my life and fortunes. You are the companions of my exile,
of my kingdom, of my Paradise.” “Grant us,” said envoys
from Tayeff, who were afraid of a repetition ‘of the siege,
“ Apostle of God, a truce of three years, with the tolera-
tion of our ancient worship.” ¢“Not a month, not an
hour.” “Excuse us, at least, from the obligation of prayer.”
“ Without prayer religion is of no avail” They submitted :
their temples were demolished, and the same sentence of
destruction was executed on all the idols of Arabia. With
the exception of the Christian tribe of Najrar, which accepted
the alternative of tribute, and Yemama, which at his death
acknowledged the rival prophet Moseilama, the whole of Arabia
now agreed in the confession of the one God, whom he had pro-
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claimed, and of him as his Apostle, and he was attended

on his last pilgrimage by 114,000 persons. I will close this
brief narrative of events, apparently insignificant, but fraught
with the most important results, not only in fhis world but in
the next, with his only personal invasion of the empire, which
would not deserve to detain us, had it not been followed, so soon
after his death, by theconquest, both of Syria, and of Egypt. He
professed to anticipate the hostile preparations of the emperor,
and declared war, without attempting to disguise the hardships
and dangers of the expedition. The Moslems were discouraged:

they alleged the want of money, horses, and provisions, the
season of harvest, and the intolerable heat of summer. ¢ Hell
is much hotter,” said the indignant prophet. He disdained to
compel their service, but on his return he punished the most
guilty by an excommunication of fifty days. Thedesertionof many

enhanced the merits of Abubekr, Othman, and the other faithful
compzhions, who exhausted their property in procuring the
necessary supplies, and again Le displayed his banner at the head
of 10,000 horse and 20,000 foot. Painful was the distress of the
march : lassitude and thirst were aggravated by the scorching

and pestilential wind, and ten men were obliged to ride by

turns upon one eamel. In the mid-way, ten days’ journey

from Medina and Damascus, they reposed near the grove and

fountain of Tabuc, and Mohammed declined proceeding further,

declaring himself satisfied with the emperor’s pacific intentions.

Having laid the foundation of his empire, he was soon called

upon to leave the enjoyment and extension of it to others. His

last act was the sending out an cxpedition to avenge the death
of his favourite Zaid, and he placed it under the command of
his son. Two days after he had an attack of fever, which
brought on delirium. During one of its fits in the night he
awoke a slave, saying, that he had been commanded to pray
for those who were buried in the great cemetery. On the spof,
he told the dead that their condition was better than that of the
living, for storms were approaching ; and, turning to his atten-
dant, he added, I have the option of remaining in this world,
with its treasures opened to me, as long as it lasts, or of going
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to my Lord, and.that I have chosen.” His fever raged so fu-
riously, that he exclaimed, ¢ None of the Prophets have endured
such torments, but the greater my suﬁermgs the more glorious
will be my reward.” At his request his wives poured buckets
of water on him, and he was so refreshed that he was able
the next morning to enter the mosque. He there said publicly
what he had privately told his slave: « God has permitted one
of his servants to choose between the pleasures of this world and
of the next, and he has chosen the last.” Abubekr, perceiving
that he referred to himself, exclaimed, weeping, ¢ We will give
up for thee ourselves and our children.” ¢ Moderate your
feelings,” he replied ; and then, turning to the congregation, said,
“ Shut up all the doors that open into the mosque, except that
of Abubekr, for I have no companion more excellent, and. if I
required among men a friend and a brother I would select him.”
He then said, ¢ Whoever has any thing on his conscience let him
reveal it, that I may entreat God’s favour for him.” *Upon
this, one, who had passed hitherto for a devout Moslem, came
forward and said, “I have been a hypocrite and a har

&« Why,” exclaimed Omar,  dost thou make known what God
has concealed ?”” But Mohammed replied, « Son of Khatab,
it is better to blush in this world than in thenext: grant him,
O God, sincerity and belief, and remove from him sluggishness
in fulfilling thy commands, if he longs after them in his heart.”
Then, in imitation of Moscs and Samuel, he addressed the people,
saying, “If I ever have beaten any one, let him in like manner
beat me; if ¥ have ever wounded any one's reputation, let him
retaliate on mine; if I have defrauded any man of money, let
him take it back from mine, and let him fear no resentment
from e, for that is not in my dlcposmon A claim was made
of three dinars, and he paid it, saying, “It is better to suffer
disgrace in this world, than in the next.” In conclusion, he
exhorted the exiles to honour the helpets;e saying, «The
number of believers will increase, but that of the helpers can-
not. They are my family, with whom I found a home. Do
good to those who do good to them, and separate yourselves
from those who treat them as enemies.” He then left the
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mosque so exhaused that he fainted on reaching Ayesha’s house,
At the time of evening prayer, being unable to attend, he
desired that Abubekr should take his place. Findimg, how-
ever, that his absence had caused a great sensation, he con-
trived to come in, supported by Ali, Fadl, and Abbas; and,
taking his place, said, “I have heard that the death of
your Prophet fills you with alarm; but has ever a Prophet be-
fore me lived for ever, that you should believe that I should
not be taken from you? I now go to my Lord. My last
request fs, that you love and honour the first exiles as well as
the helpers, and I admonish you to mutual concord.” He
then read several passages from the Korén, (c1ri.). He visited
the mosque several times more, standing sometimes at the
door which led into his dwelling, and listening in silence
to the prayer, and often placmnr himself behmd Abubekr,
who led, instead of him, the devotions. One day, in a
paroxysm, he called for writing materials, that he might
set down somecthing that would, after his death, keep the
believers from error. “ He is so ill,” said Omar, ¢ that we
must not allow this; and, besides, have we not in the Koran
every thing that can guard us from error?” As they disputed,
he desired them to leave him; and when they returned he
expressed a wish not to be disturbed. It may be conjectural
that he wished to name his successor, and that Omar prevented
it, fearing that he might nominate, not his friend Abubekr, but
Ali.  On the last day of his illness he came into the mosque,
and looked so well, that the congregation, in their joy, could
hardly attend to their prayers, and Abubekr and Ali, and
some of his wives, went to look after their afairs. He had,
soon after, a seveyg attack. Before he lost his consciousness he
emancipated his slaves, and ordered six or seven dinars,
which he had in the house, to be divided among the poor:
then he prayed, “.(God be with me in the agony of death.’
Ayesha .and Hafsa sent to their parents, but before their
arrival he had expired in the arms of the first. His last word:
are said to have been, “ To the highest companions in Paradise,
and they are interpreted into a reference to his choice betweer
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eternal happiness and a longer life on carth. Thus, in his

. sixty-fourth year, expired Mohammed, a believer, as I conceive,
" though he may have had occasional misgivings, # his own

mission. Certainly, in the short period of ten years, from his
flight to his death, he left tha? impression upon his followers,
which they have communicated to distant lands and to future
ages. How different might have been the result if he had
read the scriptures and understood their contents ; but he was
raised up to be a scourge of the corrupt churches of the East,
who have ever since borne the heavy yoke of these proud
Unitarians, who reproach them with idolatry, and, notwith-
standing the affliction of centuries, thcy have never emanci-
pated themselves from the bondage of superstition to enjoy the
glorious liberty of the children of God.

This mortal disease, though violent enough to deprive him
at times of reason, still left him abundant opportunity for the
settling of his worldly concerns. He, however, studiously
abstained from even a hint respecting his successor, and he gave
no directions respecting the preservation or publication of the
revelation which he had professed to have received at sundry
times, and in distinct portions, from heaven. He died, I
apprehend, well satisfied with the part he had acted, having
established, to an extent far, I conceive, beyond his most san-
guine carly hopes, his dogma of the divine unity, and he
might consider that the Korin had effected his object, and
might now be thrown away. He might purposely leave the
future to God’s providence, and might find it hard to choose
between the husband of his daughter and the father of his
favourite wife. o The birth, the alliance, and the character of
Ali would have fully justified his successign. He was the
hereditary chief of the family of Hasham, and, as such, the
authorised keeper of the city and the temple. The husband
of the Prophet’s only surviving child might reasonably expect
the inheritance of her father, and their children had often heen
fondled in his lap, and shewn in the pulpit, as the hope of his
age, and the chiefs of the youths of Paradise. As the first
believer in his mission, Ali might aspire to precedence in both
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worlds, and none of his followers united, as he did, the qualifi-
cations of saint, soldier, and poet. Mohammed had never for
a moment been forsaken by this affectionate compamon, whom
he had accepted, when he first proclaimed his mission, as his
vizir. At the siege of Khaibar, when Omar and Abubekr
had twice planted his standard on the breach, and twice been
forced to retire, Mohammed said that on the morrow he
would place it in the hands of a friend of God and of the
people, who knew not how to turn his back, meaning Ali;
and his son-in-law did not suffer this boast to be falsified. It
was to Ali that he entrusted his authority at home, on his first
invasion of the empire; and on his repining at this involuntary
detention, he was checked by the flattering speech, “ Will you
refuse to perform to me the part which Aaron did to Moses ?”
He had brought over to the faith the flourishing province of
Yemen, and the hand of Fatima was his reward. Never-
theless, Ali’s lofty spirit and hereditary claims were offen-
sive to an aristocracy of elders, desirous of maintaining an
elective monarchy ; and Ayesha, in whose house his father-in-
law passed his last illness, would not only naturally desire the
elevation of her own father, but wished also to revenge herself
upon Ali, who had suggested the interrogation of her female
attendant, when, under suspicious appearances, she had on a
march heen absent for a whole night. The hatred, which she
in consequence nourished against Ali would lead her to resist
his claims; yet she remonstrated against her father’s being
sent to the mosque by Mohammed, to supply his place: but
this was probably meant merely as a blind, since, on his return,
he reproached her with hypocrisy. That appointment seemed
equivalent to naming him his successor, and Mohammed’s
affection might well be divided between his nephew and his
early friend, who alone had shared his danger in the cave, and
whose, prudence and mature years he might judge fitter to
consolidate the empire, which Ali, by his boldness, was better
qualified to gain. Abubekr had acquired the title of the
faithful witness, from vouching for the reality of his jour-
ney to heaven, and he enjoyed also that of the Preserved,
E
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for the prophet once pointed him out as a person who had
been secured from hell. Mohammed died at a critical period,

for his success had encouraged others to assume the prophetxcul
office, and he had two competltors, in diffeéfent provinces, at
the head of considerable armies; while two of the Moslem
tribes opposed the levying tithes, and the helpers and the
fugitives were at variance, and talked of setting up inde-
pendent successors to their prophet. Omar would have been
a formidable rival to any candidate; and Abubekr availed
himself of Ali’s absence, who was engaged in preparing his
father-in-law’s funeral, to propose him and Abu Obeidah to
the choice of an influential meeting. The disinterested Omar
put an end to the discussion, by declaring himself the subject
of Abubekr. The urgency of the case, and the acquiescence
of the people, might justify this precipitation; yet he after-
wards confessed. from the pulpit, that if the example should be
followed, both the elector and the clected ought to be put to
death. Ali kept-aloof, notwithstanding Omar’s threat to burn
his house over his head; but Abu Sofian, who at first
supported him, was drawn off by the nomination of his son,
Moawiyah, to the command of the army; and the death of
Fatima, who survived her father only a few months, lessened
his importance. He condescended, therefore, to acknowledge
his rival as Commander of the Faithful, accepted the excuse of
the necessity of an immediate election, and rejected his cour-
teous offer of resigning in his favour. The devoted followers
of Mohammed had been with difficulty persuaded that their
idolized chief could be no more. Omar insisted, that, as Moses
went up to the mount for forty days, their prophet had only
disappeared for a season; but his uncle, Abbas, maintained
the reality of his death, and Abubekr went into his daughter’s
apartment and saw the corpse. Ie attempted in vain to
silence Omar ; and, failing, turned to the people, assured them
of the fact, and proved from the Korén that he Lad no promise
of exemption from the common lot of humanity. A discussion
arose respecting the disposal of his body. The Fugitives argued
for the place of his birth, the Helpers for that of his residence
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and death, qud some even talked of conveying it to Jerusalem
for interment with the former prophets. Ayesha terminated
the diSpute by a saying of her husband, “ May God destroy
those who make his temple the grave of his grophets!” and
Abubekr called to mind another, « That they should be buried
where they died.” His grave was accordingly dug under his
bed, and Abubekr and Omar prayed over his remains. Both
were afterwards deposited near him, and the Khalif Walid so
enlarged the mosque asto include the three tombs within it.

The reign* of Abubekr lasted only two .years; but it was
long enough, not only to establish Islam in its own land, on a
firm foundation, but to commence a war against the Romans,
which gave a promise of its triumphant close by the capture of
Damascus. He died at the same age as the prophet, and 1
may call it premature, his death being the consequence of a
fever, occasioned by bathmg on a cold day. During his illness’
he made Omar officiate in the mosque, and, to avoid the
evils of an election, named him his successor in his will.
Omar entreated he might be excused, saying he had no
need, of the place. “But the place has need of you,” veplied
the dying"Khalif,” and on his leaving the room he lifted up
his hand, and said, ¢ In this, O God, I have no other design
than the good of the people, and have set over them the best
man.” This provision was effectual, for Ali-acquiesced in the
choice, and was afterwards conciliated by the most flattering
attentions. Omar was the first saluted ¢ as Ameer al moumenin,
@rieghl pel, the Chief of the Faithful, “the designation of all
subsequent Khalifs. He, too, died at the same age as t.he
prophet; but his triumphant relgn of more than ten years was
cut short by a Persian assassin, who was dissatisfied with his
unfavourable decision of a private cause.

His mode of life, like his predecessors, was that, not of a
prince, but of a hermit. His diet was barley bread, which,
for mortification, he would sometimes eat without salt; and
he strictly adhered to the prohibition of his new religion,
drinking only water. He observed prayers, and fastings,

* In this historical sketch I have followed Gibbon, and often m his own
words, but other authorities have been consulted.

E2
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and all religious duties, and performed thes pilgrimage
nine times. His friend and predecessor had set him an example
of a self-denying life; in a station in which he might have
gratified all him passions. On his death-bed, he desired his
daughter, to whom he owes his surname, to take an inventory
of all he had acquired as Khalif, preparatory to its distribution,

“and it amounted to no more than five gold pieces. He has

left a hard pattern,” said Omar. Yet he did not fall short of
his model ; for he, too, when dying, even acted upon a stricter
principle, for he apportioned the division of his treasure, not
according to the invidious scale of presumed merit, but that of
actual want, saying, « Worldly gifts are assigned us for the
relief of our necessities, and not for the reward of virtue,
which belongs to another life.” His strict integrity, and the
simplicity of his habits, gained him such respect, that it was
said his walking-stick struck more terror intg men’s hearts
than the sword of another. He survived his wound three
days, and was urged to imitate Abubekr in appointing his suc-
cessor. He had some fault, however, to find in all whose
names were suggested; he said that Al was not segious
enough for so mlghty a charge, and that Othman, the prophet’s
secretary and son-in-law, was too partial to his friends. It
was guessed that this fastidiousness was assumed, from a
secret preference of his own son; but upon his being proposed,
he remearked that it was enough for one in g family to
have an account to gjve of such an administration. It was
ﬁnally settled to leave the election to six familiar companions
of “the prophet, and he limited their deliberations to three
days.

Their choice fell upon Othman, who reigned near twelve
years; and his conduct confirmed Omar’s character of him,
and caused his premature death, for such it was, though in his
eighty-third year. He was actually besieged in his own
house for three weeks, and was slain by the msurgents, at the
head of whom was a son of Abubekr. He was weak and
lnjudlcmus yet, like the preceding Khalifs, devout and con-
scientious. His charity was extensive, his fasts were fre-
quent, and he was in the habit of continually reading the
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Koréin, which lay on his lap when he was attacked by his
murderers.

His murder made room for Ali, twenty-five years after the; Ar-
death of his father-in-law, and he appears to have accepted} )
with reluctance an office which is regarded by a large minority{
of the Mohammedan world as his pndoubted right. The
town was full of strangers from the cities of Cufa and Bassora,
which owe their foundation to the Khalifs, as well as from
Egypt, and was agitated by their contests. Telha and Zobeir,
who, with Ayesha, were his implacable enemies, found it ex-
pedient to conceal their feelings, and take an oath of allegiance
on the verj day of Othman’s assassination; and he only
yielded to the general voice by their adjuring him to consider
the distraction of the people and the state of Islam. Having
consented, he determined that it should appear that his acces-
sion was the act of the nation; and his simple inauguration
strongly contrasts with the-worldly magnificence of the fature
court of Bagdad, though even Ali assumed the sovereignty of
a considerable empire. At an carly hour he repaired to the
mosque, in a thin cotton gown, with a coarse turban, in one
hand s slippers, and, in the other, instead of a staff, a bow.
His reign, so long expected, and, according to his followers, so
unjustly deferred, was inglorious; for it brought on a civil
war, in which the Moslems, hitherto the conquerors of other
nations, turned their arms against each other. He disregarded
the counsel of a relation, who then told him that he was a
man of courage, but not of conduct. Circumstances, however,
were unfavourable; and if a more vigorous system might
have suppressed discontent at home, it was hopeless for
him to encounter %t once, abroad, Moawiyah who had
become the sovereign of Syria, and Amru, the conqueror of
Egypt. Though sixty years of age, he shewed his unfitness
by retaining the rashness of youth; set aside all the governors
of provinces appointed by his predecessor; and while he
offended Telha and Zobeir by refusing to place them over
Cufa and Bassora, he neglected to secure their persons.
They escaped to Bassora, avowing their intention of avenging
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the death of Othman, which Ali had declined as impolitic, and
were accompanied and encouraged by his constant enemy
Ayesha, whose influence appears from her title of Mother of
the Faithful. At the head of 20,000 of his faithful Arabs, and
9000 auxiliaries from Cufa, the Khalif defeated their superior
numbers under the wglls of Bassora. In_this first battle,
which stained the arms of the Moslem with their brothers’
lj}ggd, both leaders were slain, and the widow of the prophet
was honourably dismissed to his tomb; but, she still nourished
her hatred of the family of Fatima, and, on the death of her
son Hassan, forbade his bugial ncar his grandfather, as the
ground was her property. After this victory, called, from the
animal that carried Ayesha’s litter, ¢ The Day of the Camel,”
Ali marched-against Moawiyah, a more formidable enemy,
who had assumed the dignity of Khalif, and was supported
by the forces of Syria and the partisans of the house of
Ommiyah, of which he was the head. On the plain of
"Siffin, extending along the western bank of the Euphrates,
these competitors waged for a season a desultory war, in which
the lawful sovereign exhibited his superiority in humanity, as
well as in valour. His troops were srictly enjoined T wait
the onset, to spare their flying brethren, and to respect the
bodies of the slain and the chastity of the female captives.
He generously, to spare bloodshed, proposed a single combat
but this being declined, the impetuosity of his charge broke
the ranks of the Syrians. *Wielding his ponderous irresistible
two-edged sword, he shouted, whenever he smote a rebel,
“God is great;” and Moawiyah was even meditating flight
when vicsory was snatched from Ali by the device of Amru.
On his suggestion, Moawiyah exposed cpies of the Koran on
the foremost lances, calling out that the Book ought to decide
their differences. The" stratagem was successful, for Ali’s
soldiers laid down their arms, and were deaf to the remon-
strances of their commander, who, in consequence, returned in
grief and indignation to Cufa. . A proposed arbitration failed ;
and Ali was about to transfer the war to Syria, when his
career was suddenly and disastrously closed. Three enthusi-
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asts, discussing in the temple of Mecca the disorders of
the state, soon came to the conclusion that peace and order
could only be restored by the death of the two rivals, and of
Amru; and the measure they deemed expedient they were
prompt to execute. Each selected his victim, and, poisoning
his dagger, set out to execute his design. The first, not know-
ing the person of Amru, killed, by mistake, his secretary, who
that day supplied his place. The sovereign of Damascus was
only dangerously wounded by the second; but the lawful
Khalif diedfrom the blow of the third. Meshed Ali, that is, the
place of Ali’s martyrdom, is a town which has grown up round
his sepulchre, five miles from the deserted Cufa, and is about
the size and population of the modern Jerusalem. Many
thousands of his sectaries repose at his feet, and the town
is enriched by the annual visits of the Persians, who regard
.a visit to his tomb as equal in merit to the pilgrimage, and
even caravans of corpses are brought to be interred in this holy
ground.

These admirers of Ali, who also reject the Traditions, take
the title of Adaliyah ad\os (Followers of J ustice); but are better
known by the name of Shiyah &l (Separatists), as they are
called by the Turks, who are Sonnites aw. They curse the
three first Khalifs as intruders into the place of Ali; but the
Sonnites, while they honour these four as guides, regard Ali as
subordinate to the others; and even now, after so many ages,
treat with the highest respect his reputed descendants, who are
distinguished by green turbans, and enjoy certain privilegeseven
in the dominions of the Sultan. A dogma will split other re-
ligions into hostile sects, which persecute when possessed of
power ; butit is extraordinary that this fact should have divided,
and still divide, the Mohammedans into two parties, which
hate each other more than they do Jews or Christians:
centuries have passed away since the extinction of the Khalifat,
and not even the Turkish Sultan can put forward any reason-
able claim to be the successor of his prophet.

The death of Mohammed’s son-in-law effected an extra-
ordinary revolution, for the natural course of events now
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made the son of Abu Sofian the opponent of the prophet and
champion of idolatry, the hereditary head of his sovereignty
and his religion. Omar had placed him in the favourable
position of governor of Syria, in the administration of which
his humanity and kindness made him popular, and a grateful
people, over whom he reigned no less than forty years, either
in a subordinate rank or as prince, were attached to a bene-
factor who had enriched them out of the property of the
Roman province. The duty of avenging the murder of Oth-
man was the engine of his ambition; and he expesed in the
mosque of Damascus the bloody shirt of his kinsman. Sixty
thousand Syrians bound themselves to him by a vow of fidelity
and revenge, and Amru saluted him as Khalif; and thus, by
making Damascus the Mohammedan metropolis, he reduced
the country of the prophet to its original insignificance.

Hassan, the eldest son of Ali, was of a mild and retiring
disposition, and his abdication was easily brought about by
the grant of a magnificent revenue. The aspiring ambition of
Moawiyah was crowned with success, by the change of an
elective into an hereditary monarchy. Some murmurs of
freedom and fanaticism attésted the reluctance of the Arabs,
but his design was skilfully conducted, and, on the melancholy
and still Jamented fall of Hosein, the younger son of Alj,
Yezid, Moawiyah’s feeble and dissolute son, was proclaimed
Commander of the Faithful, aiid successor of the Apostle of
God. .

Hosein had more spirit than Hassan: he had even served at
the siege of Constantinople, and was encouraged to support his
claims by a list, sent him from Cufa, of 140,000 Moslems,
ready to fight in his cause, as soon as he shewed himself on
the banks of the Euphrates. Contrary to the advice of prudent
friends, he resolved to trust his person to these unknown ad-
herents, and was even attended, as in peace time, by a retinue
of women and children. As he advanced he was alarmed by
the deserted appearance of the country, and his alarm was
just. Obeidallah, the governor of Cufa, had contrived to ex-
tinguish the first sparks of insurrection, and when he reached
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the plain of Kerbela he was encompassed by 5000 horsemen, who
intercepted his communication both with the city and with the
river. He might have escaped to a fort in the desert, and
the faithful and dutiful tribe of Tai would have armed in his
defence. In a conference he offered in vain the option of
three honourable courses, and was sternly informed that there
was no choice but unconditional surrender, or abiding the con-
sequences of his rebellion. “ Think you,” he replied, * to terrify
me with death?” During the respite of the night he prepared
himself with calm resignation "to submit to the decree of God,
and endeavoured to check the lamentations of his sister
Fatima for the impending ruin of their house. * Qur trust,”
he told her, “is in God alone: all things in heaven and in
earth must fail, and return to their Creator. My father, and
mother, and brother, were better than I, and every Moslem
has an example of excellence in the prophet.” He pressed his
friends to secure their safety by a timely flight, but they
unanimously refused to desert their beloved master, and their
resolution was fortified by fervent prayer and the assurance of
Paradise. At day-break he mounted his horse, the sword in
one hand, in the other the Koran. His devoted band of
martyrs consisted of no more shan thirty-two horse and fifty
foot, but their flanks and rear were secured by the tent ropes
and a deep trench, which they filled with lighted faggots. The
enemy advanced with reluctance, and a chief, with thirty fol-
lowers, even deserted to partake of martyrdom. The despair
of this little band was invincible in close fight, but their
opponents galled them from a distance with a cloud of arrows,
and both horses and men successively perished. A truce was
granted for the hour of prayer, and the battle finally ceased
with the Yife of the last of the companions of Hosein. Alone
and wounded, he was seated at the opening of his tent, and was
pierced in the mouth with a dart as he was refreshing himself
with a cup of water. His son and nephew, two beautiful
youths, were -killed in his arms: he then raised towards
heaven ‘his bloody hands and uttered a funeral prayer. His
fister, in a transport of despair, issued from the tent, and
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adjured the general not to suffer her brother to be murdered
before her eyes. A tear trickled down his beard, and the
boldest of the soldiers fell back as Hosein threw himself into

. the midst of them. The remorseless Shamer reproached them

with cowardice, and the grandson of the prophet was slain with
thirty-three strokes of swords and lances: they trampled on

" his body, and cut off his head and carried it to Cufa, where

the savage Obeidallah siruck the mouth with acane. ¢ Alas,”
exclaimed an aged Moslem, “I have seen upon these lips the
lips of the apostle of God.” Meshed Hosein, his sepulchre,
not far from his father’s, is another place of pilgrimage for the
Shiyahs; and in Persia and India they still keep the comme-
moration of this affecting tragedy with thestrongest demonstra-
tion of sorrow for the martyr-saint, and of indignation against
the memory of his murderers., His sister, and the other descen-
dants of Ali, were taken in chains to Damascus, and the Khalif
was advised to extirpate this popular and dangerous family,
injured beyond the hope of forgiveness. But Yezid was not
a tyrant: he therefore dismissed them honourably to their
L]_;indred at Medina, with a competent provision. Abdallah,
the son of Zobeir, set up a Khalifat in Arabia, but it was an
unsuccessful attempt, for, after a nine years, reign, he was
besieged and killed, and the house of Ommiyah governed for
near a century, from Damascus, the Mohammedan world.
Whatever the prophet may have been, his early successors
appear in history disinterested, frugal, self-denying enthusiasts,
while they carried on, by their generals, a series of what
they considered holy wars against idolaters. They had shewn
themselves brave in their petty fights, but never sought the
crown of martyrdom at the head of their armies, for they
deemed the offices of religion and the administration of justice
to be their special duties. With the exception of Omar’s almost
compulsory appearance at Jerusalem, when the Patriarch
would capitulate to none but him, their expeditions were only
short pilgrimages to Mecca; and they calmly received tidings
of the conquests of cities, of few of which they could have
ever heard, as they prayed or preached near the sepulchr'e
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of their prophet. Their austere and frugal life was the result
of early habit, and the influx of wealth never tempted them to
give up their simplicity of manners for the costly apparel and
magnificence of the sovereigns over whom they had triumphed.
Omar, we are told, preached in a torn and tattered gown; and
he is described, when he journeyed to Jerusalem, as mounted
on a red camel, which carried a bag both of corn and of dates,
with awooden dish and a leather bottle of water, and where-
ever he halted ready to share with any his homely *meal.
Rigid towauds himself, he was indulgent to others; for when
Abu Obeidah, after the refreshment of three days, withdrew
his troops from the contagious luxury of Antioch, he thus
mildly censured the general’s severity—¢ God has not for-
"bidden the good things of this world to faithful men, and to
such as have performed good works.” But though he despised
luxury, and even reasonable comforts, his increasing revenues
enabled him to establish a permanent recompense for the ser-
vices of his officers. By a rare felicity, these Khalifs united
the despatch of despotism with the frugality and equality of a
republic. Their worldly successors in the palace of Damascus.
the descendants of Ommiyah, were destitute alike of the quali-
ties of saints and of statesmen, nor were they, like the dynasty
that supplanted them, patrons of learning. Yezid drank wine
in public, and scandalized the strict professors of their faith
by keeping dogs, which are unclean to them, as well as to the
Jews. Except in Syria, their home, they were unpopular;
while the fate of Hosein blackened the memory of Yezid,
and the idolatry and reluctant conversion of his grandfather,
Abu Sofian the founder of the family, were never forgotten.
Their elevation, the result of arms, had no reasonable grounds
of justificatioff; nor was the conduct of their Khalifs such as to
* reconcile the public to this departure from election to here-
ditary succession. The best of the race, the pious Omar, was
dissatisfied with his own title, and the wishes of believers
turned towards the kindred of the Prophet. Hosein, the
representative of Abu Thaleb, his elder uncle, was no more,
and his family were dispiritéd and hopeless; but the posterity
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of Abbas, a younger uncle and zealous partisan, cherished with
discretion their rising fortune. From am obscure abode in
Syria they secretly despatched agents, who advocated, in the
distant provinces of Persia, their indefeasible right; and Mo-
hammed, the great-grandson of Abbas, gave audiences to
deputies from Khorasan, and accepted their free gift of 400,000
pieces of gold. On his death the oath of allegiance was trans-
ferred to Ibrahim, his son, by a numérous band, who only
expeoted a signal and a leader; and the faithful and energetic
governor of the province, aware of the conspirgey, in vain
endeavoured, in prose and verse, to awaken his master from
his slumbers, till he and all his adherents were driven
from Meru by the rebellious arms of the stern and bloody
Abu Moslem. In the quarrel of these factions, which con-'
vulsed Asia, the latter were generally successful: but their
success was clouded by the personal misfortune of their chief.
The court of Damascus was determined to prevent Ibrahim’s
pilgrimage, undertaken to recommend his cause, and this
unhappy claimant of the sovereignty, which he was not destined
to enjoy, having been intercepted, soon expired in a dungeon,
Green, the favourite colour of the prophet, still continues to
distinguish the descendants of Ali; the Ommiades appropriated
to themselves white; and the fate of Ibrahim induced the
house of Abbas to assume black as mourning. Meanwhile
Ibrahim’s brothers lay concealed at Cufa, till the approach of
his eastern supporters enabled them to shew themselves to the
impatient public. On a Friday, in a Khalif’s dress of this
adopted black, the &ldest, Alsaffah, proceeded in plocesswn to
the mosque, where he preached and prayed as sovereign, and
on his departure his kinsmen bound a willing people by an
oath of fidelity. On the banks of the Zab tis contest for
empire was decided. Every advantage seemed to be on the
side of the Whites, the authority and influence of the govern-
ment, in possession of an army of 120,000 men against a fourth
of the number, and the presence and merit of Mervan, the
fourteenth, and, as it proved, the last of the Ommiades, Before
his accession he had distinguished himself as governor of
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Georgia ; and Abulfeda says, “He might have been ranked
among the greatest sovereigns, had not that moment been
decreed for the ruin of his house ; and no prudence or fortitude
could contend with destiny.” His ordery were mistaken or
disobeyed. Having dismounted for a moment, the return of his
horse, which had escaped from him, without a rider, spread a
rumour of his death, and the enthusiasm of the black squadrons
was ably conducted by Abdallah, the uncle of*his competitor.
After an irretrieveable defeat, the Khalif fled to Mosul; but,
seeing the black flag on its ramparts, he re-crossed the Eu-
phrates as well as the Tigris. He ahgndoned Damascus,
and, without halting in Palestine, pitched his last camp on
the banks of the Nile. His speed was urged by the incessant
pursuit of Abdallah, and, in a final battle, a lance terminated
his life.

The merciless conqueror eradicated even the most distant
branches of his hated family, and the martyrdom of Hosein
was abundantly revenged on the posterity of his enemies. At
Damascus, fourteen who had submitted were invited te a
banquet, and massacred; and we are told that the cloth was
spread over their mangled bodies, and that the enjoyment of
the guests was heightened by the dying groans of their victims.
Such was the barbarizing influence of their combined political
and religious antipathy. The cruel Abdallah, not satisfied with
this horrible feast, warred against the dead, and disinterred the
bodies of the deceased Khalifs, which were exposed to every
indignity. The only exception was made in favour of the
second Omar, who had suppressed the solemn execration of
Ali and his family, which Moawiyah had introduced The
discontented said he ought to have transferred the curses to
his own house ; but he appealed to the example of the Almighty,
who had never commanded his prophets to curse any, not even
Pharaoh, though he required to be honoured as a god. In the
proscription of the Ommiades, Abdalrahman alone escaped,
and he had been hunted as far as the valleys of Mount Atlas.
The approach of this fugitive to Spain revived the hope of
the whole faction. The cause of the Abbasides had been taken
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up in Persia; but the West had escaped civil war, and the ser-
vants of the deposed family still held by a precarious tenure
their lands and the offices of government. Prompted by grati-
tude, indignation, and fear, the Moslems of Spain offered their
throne to the grandson of the Khalif Hashem, and, in his
desperate circumstances, what would otherwise have been
rashness was wisdom. The acclamations of the people saluted
his landing in Andalusia, and, after a struggle, Abdalrahman
established the throne of Cordova, &nd was the father of a Spanish
line which reigned two centuries and a half from the Atlantic
to the Pyrennees.  Thus family dissensions were overruled to
dissolve the unity, and consequently to weaken the power and
influence of Islam.

The claim of the Abbasides to the office of Imam as their in-
heritance was injudicious, since the house of Ali had unquestion-
ably a better title, and their partisans, particularly in Persia,
occasioned frequent commotion; the more so, as some of the
Khalifs themselves were dissatisfied with their own position.
The glory of martyrdom has been allowed to supersede the right
of Hassan, Ali’s eldest son; and the twelve Imams, whom the
Shiyahs acknowledge as their only legitimate governors, are the
lineal descendants of Hosein: the elder branch, however, even
now retains the subordinate soverelgnty of Mecca, with the
custody of the temple. Without arms, revenues, or avowed
subjects, these Imams enjoyed the popular veneration, and the
tombs of most of them are places of pilgrimage. Instead of
asserting their rights, they devoted themselves to pious seclu-
sion, but their names, without any ambition of theirs, often
kindled civil wars. The fourth of them Ali, Hosein’s son,
bears the title of Zin-alabadein .po4s! .p;, the ornament of
mankind. His son Mohammed, surnamed ){ U Bakr, the pure,
and ‘his grandson Jaffa 30\ (Sadak), the Sincere, lived and
died unmolested at Medina. Mousa, surnamed the Kind

\2 (Alkhadim); and the Patient plall (Alsaber) the next
Imam (Harun Alrashid) removed to?Bagdad, from appre-
hension, and, in the end, it is thought, poisoned. His son Ali
Riddha 4, J!, the Acceptable, obtained far greater cele-
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brity, for he was not only patronized by Fadlallah, the vizir of
Almamon, the son of Harun, but the justice of his claim was
conceded by the Khalif himself who even formally announced
him as his successor, and, upon the occasion, changed his
colours from black to green. But the design was most cala-
mitous to all concerned. It produced a revolt of the indignant
Abbasides, to the number, it is said, of 23,000 persons, the
assassination of the vizir, and probably the premature death
soon after of the proclaimed heir. Thus the place of his death
and interment has, in consequence, obtained the title of Meshed,
and is regarded by the Shiyahs as so holy, that a single visit to
his tomb is said by one of them to be more meritorious than
eighty pilgrimages to Mecca. Abu Jaffer Mohammad Aljowad
ole2 the Beneficent, is the next Imam; and the tenth is his son
‘_éf‘,“ *Ali Alzaki the Pure, surnamed g)ﬁ..:d\ Alaskeri, because
the jealousy of the Khalif Motaz removed him from Medina to
Samarah, also called Asker, the camp, to which he had himself
withdrawn from the turbulence of Bagdad. This Imam closed
there a life of prayer and study in the forty-second year of his
age, and, like many of his predecessors, is supposed to have bgen
poisoned. Hassan, his son, resided with him,and was surnaimed
by his followers oM ATkhalas the Saviour, in the hope
that he would deliver the faithful from the Khalif. Their hope
probably shortened his life, for he died in his twenty-ninth year,
leaving an only son, engitled Mahadi, the Guide, who was born at
Samarah, and at nine years of age hid by his mother in a cave.
The time and place and manner of his decease are unknown,
and the Shiyah fondly look to his appearance at the end of the
age, when he will unite with Jesus in attacking Antichrist, and
they will amalgamate Christianity and Islam into one religion.
The throne of the Abbasides gas cemented with blood, and
their first Khalif is branded in history with the odious title of
C\iv-“ Alsaffah the Blood-shedder. The guilt, however, is said
to have been that of his uncle, who reigned in his name. He is
described as anxious to fulfil his important duties; and it is
recorded of him, that, on contemplating his youthful beauty ina
mirror, he exclaimed, ¢ I will not repeat the well-known speech
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of the young Khalif of Damascas, Soliman, ‘I am the king, the
prince of youth,’ but I will only pray, my God, for life, in order
to serve thee, and grant me no other favour than health.” The
gift, however, was denied, for he soon died of the small-pox,
and made room for his brother, against whom their uncle
revolted. He was pardoned, and died from the falling in of the
floor of his room, caused, it was suspected, by his nephew, Abu
Jaffer, who assumed the surname of Almanzor the Victorious,
and, in a reign of near twenty years, consolidated the empire.
Damascus, the capital of the Ommiades, was odious, and it was
neither politic nor agreeable to retire into the desert from which
the family had emerged. The central situation of Mesopo-
tamia.seemed preferable; and, after a trial of other places, he
selected Bagdad, the garden of a Christian hermit, for the seat
of sovereignity, on the eastern bank of the Tigris, and dénomi-
nated it the city of peace.

A, [ These Khalifs, unlike the first four, who are called the
7521 Gruides, aspired to emulate the magnificence of the Roman

emperors and the Persian kings. Mahadi, the son of Almanzor,
expended in one pilgrimage six millions of gold dinars. This
includes the reasonable foundation of cisterns and caravansaries
along a distance of seven hundred' miles; but a large deduc-
tion must be made for the train of camels laden with snow to
cool the liquors used at his banquets, so inconsistent with
the design and spirit of a pilgrimage. At the nuptials of his
grandson, Almamun, the gorgeous East showered with richest
hand on the bride’s head a thousand of the lérgest pearls; and,
in the decline of the empire, the lustre of the court was rather
heightened than impaired, as is exemplified by Abulfeda’s
description of the palace in which the feeble Moctader received
a Greek ambassador. Their givals, the Ommiades of Spain,
supported with equal pomp the title of Commander of the
Faithful; and historians justify the remark, by a description

* of the palace of Zehra, on which Abdalrahman expended,

in twenty-five years, above three millions sterling. Such
luxury relaxed the nerves and arrested the progress of

- Arabian supremacy. Temporal and spiritual conquest had
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been the exclusive occupation of the first Khalifs, who, after
supplying themselves with necessaries, scrupulously directed
to that object their overflowing revenue. The Abbassides were
impoverished by the multitude of their wants and their neglect
of economy. Their leisure and their desires were diverted
from ambition by pomp and pleasure; the rewards of valour
were embezzled by women and servants; and the camp was
encumbered by the luxury of the palace. The same temper
diffused itself among their subjects. Their stern enthusiasm
was softened by time and prosperity. They sought riches in
the occupations of industry, fame in the pursuit of learning,
and enjoyment in the tranquillity of domestic life. War wasno
longer their passion, and the increase of pay and the repetition
of donations were insufficient to allure the posterity of the
voluntary champions who had crowded to the standard of
Abubekr and Omar from the hope of spoil or the rewards of
paradise, until, like the early Roman emperors, they became
the slaves of their own guards. Till they fell under this do-
mestic tyranny they were the most absolute sovereigns that
had hitherto appeared, for their prerogative was uncircum-
scribed by any hereditary nobility, the constitutional freedom
of the people, or the privileges of an hierarchy. The royal and
sacerdotal characters were united in their persons; and though
the Korin was the rule of their actions, they were its autho-
rized interpreters. They reigned, too, by the right of con-
quest, over many nations to whom liberty was unknown, even
by name, and who were accustomed to acts of severity, which,
when exercised as their governors, were even gratifying. In
the two years of Omar’s reign the Arabs are said to have sub-
dued 36,000 cities, and to have built 14,000 mosques. One
century after the Prophet’s flight from Mecca, the empire of
his successors comprehended Persia and provinces in Tartary
beyond the Oxus, Syria, Egypt, Africa, and even Spain.
Islamiyah (a term which may be contrasted with Christendom),
as comprehending all Moslems, under the last of the Ommiades,
was two hundred days’ journey in length. It has been.com-
pared to a robe; and if we cut off the sleeve, that is the long
F
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and narrow Africa; the solid and compact dominion, from
Fargana to Aden, and from Tarsus to Surat, will spread on
every side to more than four months of a caravan’s march,
over which ample space religion diffused a general uniformity.
The Korén, in its two grand divisions as a direction for this
world and the next, that is, as jurisprudence and theology,
was alike studied at Samarcand and at Seville, and the Moor
and the Hindu met as brother pilgrims at the Caaba.

Within fifty years of the Flight the Moslems who had pos-
sessed themselves of Egypt and Syria, appeared under the walls
of Constantinople ; for the ships, which they then for the first
time employed, enabled them to pass through the unguarded
strait of the Hellespont. The spirit of the Romans was re-
kindled by their danger; and the invaders met with so firm a
resistance, that, after a siege almost as long as that of Troy,
they were obliged to relinquish their enterprise; and two sub-
sequent sieges, a century, and a century and a-half later, had

o better success. But their arms endangered Europe from
,the side of Spain. The weakness of France, the government
of which had fallen from the incompetent successors of Clovis,
and was shared by the Mayors of the palace in the north, and
by tributary vassals in the south, tempted the invaders. After
a defeat under the walls of Toulouse, the Moslems re-passed
the Pyrenees in greater force, and occupied the south from the
mouth of the Garonne to that of the Rhone. Abdalrahman, a
victorious commander, who had been restored to the wishes of
the people and soldiers of Spain, adjudged to the obedience of
the prophet whatever yet remained of France or Europe, and
prepared to execute the sentence at the head of an overpower-
ing host. Ile passed, without opposition, the Garonne and the
Dordogne, but found beyond them the camp of the intrepid
Eudes, Duke of Aquitaine, who here sustained a second defeat,
so fatal to the Christians, that, according to their own confession,
God alone could reckon the number of the slain. “A victorious
line of march,” says Gibbon,  had been prolonged above a thou-
sand emiles, from the rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the
Loire: the repetition of an equal space would have carried the
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Saracens to the confines of Poland. The Rhine is not more im-
passable than the Euphrates, and the Arabian fleet might have
sailed, without a naval combat, into the mouth of the Thames.”
He speculates on the probable effect of such an expedition on
the theology of Oxford ; but from such contingent calamities
Christendom was delivered, humanly speaking, by the courage of
one man, Charles Martel, the illegitimate son of the elder
Pepin.  No sooner had he collected his forces than he sought
and found the enemy in the centre of France, between Ioi-
tiers and Tours. In six days of desultory combat the horsemen
and archers of the east maintained their advantage, but in the
closer onset of the seventh day they were crushed, as it were,
by the Christians under Charles, whose title of Hammer, at-
tached to his name, well expresses his weighty and irresistible
strokes. The victory was complete; Aquitaine was recovered
by Eudes; and the Arabs, who were soon driven beyond the
Pyrenees by Charles, never more attempted the conquest of
France. Within a quarter of a century Spain was severed
from the Khalifat, and the opposite coast of Barbary became
an independent sovereignty under Edrisi, a descendant of Ali,
The submission of Egypt, as early as the reign of Omar, facili-
tated the conquest of Africa, which, after some previous un-
successful attempts, had been accomplished by Akbah, the
general of Moawiyah, who advanced as far as the Atlantic.
“If,” exclaimed this enthusiast, “my career had not been
checked by the ocean, I would still go on proclaiming, great
God, the unity of Thy holy name, and putting to the sword
the rebellious nations who worship any other gods. Within a
century from the Hejirah, the traitor Count Julian invited
Mousa, the general of the Khalifs, to the invasion of Spain,
and the insulated rock of Gibraltar preserves, in its corrupted
form, the name of Tarik his lieutenant, who, in the battle of

Xeres, extinguished the Gothic monarchy. Mousa, jealous of

his deputy, afterwards appeared in person, and completed the

conquest. The African Moslems were invited by a youth,

who had been severely sentenced for carrying off a Tun, to the

conquest of Sicily, which thus became a province of their
- ¥ 2

A
732.
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empire, and so continued till wrested from them near two cen-
turies later by the Norman adventurer Roger. From Palermo,
which they made their capital, these invaders sent forth
ships to ravage the coast of Italy, and even sailed up the
Tiber, and stripped of their costly offerings the altars of
St. Peter and St. Paul, in the suburbs of the once imperial
Rome. A more formidable fleet, direct from Africa, cast
anchor, three years later, near the mouth of that river, and
appeared to threaten, not only pillage, but a permanent occu-
pation. A new pope, however, the energetic Leo IV., had not
only, in the interval, repaired the walls, but anticipated their
invasion by an alliance with the free states of Gaeta, Naples,
and Amalfi. A naval fight ensued, and was decided, by a
sudden tempest, in favor of the Christians, whose gallies were
sheltered in a friendly harbour, while those of the Moslem
were dashed in pieces on an hostile shore: and the ancient
capital has never since been exposed to the danger of becoming
like the new Rome of Constantine, a city of a Mohammedan
sovereign.

It is the observation of Gibbon, that when the Arabs first
issued from_ the desert they must have been surprised at
the ease and rapidity of.their own success. But that
when they had advanced, in the career of victory, to the
Indus and the Pyrenees, and had repeatedly tried the
edge of their scymetars and the energy of their faith, they
might be equally astonished that any nation could resist
their invincible arms, or any boundary confine their domi-
nion. The historian endeavours to discover the cause,
which he finds in the nature of the despotic and unwieldly
empire of the Khalifs, which, unless sustained by a sove-
reign of warlike disposition and peculiar energy, degenerated
into a real anarchy, where, under the veil of magnificence,
the princes, in their own palace, became the slaves of their
own guards; and the governors of the distant provinces,
with more or less respectful homage, acted as independent
sovereigns.  When these Arabian conquerors had spread
themselves over the east, and were mixed with the servile
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crowds of Persia, Syria, and Egypt, they insensibly lost the
free-born and martial virtues of the desert; the active power of
enterprise had decayed in the luxury and philosophy imported
from Greece into the court of Bagdad, and the mercenary
forces of the Khalifs were recruited from the hardy natives of
the north.

The Turkish youth from Transoxiana, (in Arabian geo-
graphy Mawaralnaher, the country beyond the river,) either
taken in war or purchased, were educated in arms and in the
profession of the Mohammedan faith, and became the body-
guard of their benefactor, Motassem, the eighth of the Abbas-
sides, with whom the glory of the Khalifat expired. The
author of this dangerous example introduced into the capital
above 50,000 of them. Their licentious conduct provoked the
public indignation, and their quarrels with the people induced
the Khalif to retire from Bagdad, and to cstablish their camp
and his own residence twelve leagues above, on the Tigris
at Samara, which he called Sermenra, as delighting the spec-
tator. His son, Motawakel, a jealous and cruel tyrant:
odious to his subjects, cast himself on the fidelity of thesc
strangers; but they were tempted by the promises of his
son, Montanser, whom they placed upon the throne, after they
had burst into his father’s apartment, where he was, like toc
many Moslem princes, drinking to excess, in defiance of the
Koran, and cut his body into seven pieces. I specify the
number, because it is said that Ali reproached him in a
dream, and gave him so many blows with his sword. He¢
had declared himself the enemy of his house, and forbidder
pilgrimage to his tomb. That of his son Hosein he afterward:
destroyed, and, not contented with ploughing up the ground tc
efface all traces of it, he attempted to form a canal on the spot
but the tomb was restored by his successor. In a reign of siz
months his son found only the pangs of a guilty conscience
and exclaimed, in the bitterness of death, that he had lost botl
this world and the world to come. After this act of treasor
the ensigns of sovereignty were given and taken away by th
foreign mercenaries, who, in four years, created, deposed, anc
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murdered three Commanders of the Faithful. As often as these
Turks were influenced by fear, rage, or avarice, their sove-
reigns were dragged by the feet, exposed naked to the scorch-
ing sun, beaten with iron clubs, and compelled to purchase, by
the abdication of their dignity, a short reprieve. At length,
however, the fury of the tempest was spent or diverted; the
Abbassides returned to Bagdad; the insolence of the Turks
was curbed with a firmer hand, and their numbers were reduced
by foreign warfare.

" Another fruitful and permanent cause of the decline of
the Khalifat was the discontent of the followers of Ali, who
had endangered the established authority of the house of
Abbas. Almanzur had, as T have observed, attempted to set up
Ali Riddha as his successor. Motawakil’s hatred of Ali was
the cause of his fall, his son being disgusted at his suffering a
buftoon, by an exaggerated representation of the corpulence and
baldness of that vencrated Khalif, to make him ridiculous. The
various sects that grew up were more or less connected with this
family ; as, the Ismaclites, to a division of whom, the Assassius,
who settled in Syria, we owe the introduction into Europe of the
term “ assassination,” from their habit of secretly dispatching
those their chief, called by the Crusaders the Old Man of the
Mountain, chose to doom to destruction; and the Druses, who
worship Hakim, the mad Khalif of Egypt. The earliest
and most celebrated of these are the Karmathians, called
after an Arabian enthusiast, who professed to have been
favoured with a new revelation, and assumed, among many
extraordinary titles, both that of the Word and of the Para-
clete. He spiritualized the precepts of the Koran, allow-
ing the usc of wine and forbidden food, and appointed twelve
apostles, in imitation of our Saviour, whose mission he acknow-
ledged. After his liberation from a prison by the sympathy
of his jailer’s wife, he disappeared from history ; but his sect
continued to spread till it became alarming to the Khalifs. Far
and wide the tribes of the desert acknowledged the sceptre of
his successors, and he could muster in the field above 10,000
enthusiasts. The mercenaries of the Khalif were dismayed at
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the approach of an encmy who neither asked nor accepted quar-
ter, and defeated them in every action. Cufa and Bassora were
taken and pillaged, and the Khalif trembled in his palace. In
a daring inroad, Abu Taher, their chief, advanced to the
gates of the capital with no more than five hundred horse.
By order of Moctadher the bridges had been broken down,
and the head of the rebel was hourly expected by the
Commander of the Faithful. His lieutenant, from fear
or pity, apprised Abu Taher of his danger, and recom-
mended a retreat. ¢ Your master,” said the intrepid Karma-
thian to the messenger, *“ commands 30,000 soldiers: but three
such men as these are wanting in his host.” At the same
instant turning to his companions, he ordered the first to
plunge a dagger into his breast, the second to leap into the
Tigris, and the third to cast himself headlong down a precipice;
and they obeyed without a murmer. “ Report,” said the Imam,
“ what you have seen. DBefore the evening your general shall
be chained among my dogs.” And so, before the evening came,
the camp was surprised, and the menace was executed. Like the
Wahabis of our time they forbade the worship of Mecca. One
year they robbed a caravan of pilgrims, 20,000 of whom were
abandoned to a death of hunger and thirst. Another they
suffered the pilgrims to proceed ; but Abu Taher stormed the
holy city, and trampled on the most venerable relics of the
Mohammedan faith: 30,000 citizens and strangers were put to
the sword ; the sacred precincts were polluted by the burial of
3000 dead bodies; the well Zemzem overflowed with blood;
the golden spout was forced from its place; the veil of the
Caaba was divided among them, and the black stone was
borne away in triumph to their capital. After some years it
was restored ; and on the death of Abu Taher his sect gradually
died away.

Gibbon thus shews the tendency of so vast an empire
to its fall: ¢ The viceroy of a remote kingdom aspires
to securc the property and inheritance of his precarious
trust; nations must rejoice in the presence of their sove-
reign; and the command of armies and treasures are
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at once the object and the instruments of his ambition.
A change was scarcely visible as long as the lieutenants of the
Khalif were content with their vicarious title; while they
solicited for their sons or themselves a renewal of the imperial
grant, and still maintained on the coin, and in the public
prayer, the name and prerogative of the Commander of the
Fuithful. But in the long and hereditary exercise of power
they assumed the attributes of royalty. Peace or war depended
solely on their will, and the revenues of their government were
reserved for local services or private magnificence ; and instead
of a regular supply of men and money, the successors of the
prophet were complimented with such ostentatious gifts as an
elephant or a cast of hawks.” It is not to my purpose to enu-
merate the successive dynasties that superseded the authority
of the successors of Mohammed: I will merely observe, that
in Africa and in Persia many of them, from policy or from
conviction, favoured the claims of the posterity of Ali. Thus

. Edrisi, who erected the kingdom of Fez, was, as I have
" observed, a reputed descendant of the family ; and Obeidallah,

who extinguished his dynasty, assumed the title of Fatimite,
as descending from Ali through the daughter of Mohammed,
and became the founder of a succession of Khalifs, rivals to
those of Bagdad. He established his government at Kairoan,
which had been founded by Akbah, the conqueror of Africa, to
secure the country; and the general of his great-grandson
Alaaldin, who wrested Egypt from the Khalifat, established
a new capital, to which, because founded under the horo-
scope of the planet Mars, surnamed #W\ Victorious, he
gave the auspicious name of 3,~2W\ «victory,” which
Europeans have corrnpted into Cairo. His name was
substituted for that of the Abbasside sovereign in the
public prayer, and a phrase was added in honour of Al
These Khalifs, like those of Bagdad, became in time the slaves
of their vizirs or guards; and the last of the long line was
deposed by the Atabek sovereign of Syria, Nuraldin, who
restored to the prayer the names of the first three successors
of Mohammed, and acknowledged Mosthader of Bagdad as the
true Commander of the Faithful, During all subsequent
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revolutions Egypt has never departed from what is regarded
as the orthodox faith.

The dynasty of the sons of Buyah, who emerged from tne
shores of the Caspian, and kept the Khalifs of Bagdad in sub-
Jection for more than a century, deserves a passing notice, since
they powerfully contributed to keep up the cause of Ali. These
three brothers became the sovereigns of Bagdad and Persia, and
received from the Khalifs the honourable titles,recently invented,
of 1. &y8\see Amadaldulet, 2. ®483\%, Rocknaldulet, and
3. #y8\ine Moazaldulet, « pillar, foundation, and support of
the state.” The latter had possessed himself of Bagdad and
the person of the Khalif, who, while rejoicing at his deliverance
from his turbulent guards, was unexpeetedly dragged from
his throne to a dungeon by his command, and was succeeded
in his high but nominal office by his brother. The Buyah
prince, who under the title of Y| p! Emir al Omra, or
chief of the chiefs, really reigned, must have regarded the
Abbasside Khalifs as usurpers, for he meditated transfer-
ring their office to a descendant of Ali, and ordered the
execration of Moawiyah, which was formally announced
every Friday in the mosques, to be engraved on their doors.
He also erected over the spot where Hosein fell a tomb,
called “the magnificent dome,” and established the com
memmoration of his martyrdom on the tenth of Moharram,
which is still kept with all the demonstrations of mourning, in
Persia and India. A Sonnite author* remarks upon this insti-
tution, that though Hosein was devout, courageous, and mu-
nificent, and grandson of the apostle of God, his father was
a better man; yet the day of his death was not kept, though
murdered on his way to prayer; nor were those of Othman,
Omar, or Abubekr, who were all superior to him in excellence;
nor even that of the apostle of God, who is absolute lord of all
the sons of men. The birthday, however, of Mohammed is now
a festival in the Turkish dominions.

While the Normans restored Sicily to Christendom, the
Turks, the most formidable enemies of the cross, were rising

* Ockley’s History of the Sarucens, vol. u. p. 193.
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into importance. Mahmud of Gasna, himself a Turk, had im-
prudently transplanted a colony of them into Khorasan, and
they defeated his son and successor, and took possession of his
Persian dominions. Togrul, their king, annihilated the dynasty
of the Buyides, and rescucd the Khalif Kaim from the tyranny
of his enemies. Attached to the Somnite view of Islam, the
Turks repressed the followers of Ali, and ultimately established
what is considered the orthodox faith in- the capital of the
Eastern empire. Since the decline of the Khalifat, the Roman
Emperors had recovered their territory as far as Antioch_ and
Armenia; but Alp Arslan, the nephew and successor of To-
grul, conquered both that country and Georgia, and dictated,
as the terms of peace, to the Emperor Romanus Diogenes, who
had been taken prisoner, a ransom and an annual tribute. The
Khalif conferred upon his son and successor, Malek Shah,
his own peculiar title, Commander of the Faithful; and his
sovereignty was more extensive than that of the most power-
ful of those lords paramount themselves, for his name was
inscribed on the coins and inserted in the prayer of the Tartar
kingdom of Kashgar, beyond their dominions. As supreme
head of his family and nation, he had placed his brethren
upon dependent thrones. The five sons of a prince of the
same house of Scljuk, who had fallen in a battle against Alp
Arslan, were eager to revenge his death upon his son; but
while the armies were expecting the signal to engage, the
Khalif condescended to interpose his mediation. ¢ Instead of
shedding the bLlood of your brethren, both by birth and faith,
unite your forces in an holy war against the Greeks, the
enemies of God and his Apostle.” The Sultan acquiescing,
empraced his rebellious kinsmen; and the eldest, Soliman,
accepted the royal standard, which authorized his hereditary
government of whatever provinces he could sever from the
Roman empire. Accompanied by his four brothers, he crossed
the Euphrates, and settled in Asia Minor; and this was the
heaviest blow sustained by Christianity since the conquests of
the early Khalifs. By the propagation of Islam, Soliman
earned the title of Gazi ((s;\$), Champion of the Faith ; and he
chose for the capital of his kingdom of Roum, Nice, the seat of
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the first general Council, so that the unity of God and the
mission of Mohammed were continually proclaimed in the
city in which the Christian creed had been first authoritatively
defined, but where, now, the professors of that creed could
only on the payment,of tribute enjoy the exercise of their
religion. The holy land had passed, as well as Egypt, out of
the hands of the Abbasside into those of the Fatimite Khalifs;
but they were nominally restored to the former by the house
of Seljuk, which reigned about twenty ycars over Jerusalem,
but entrusted the hereditary government of it to the chief
of a Turkoman tribe.

This fact would not have been noticed in this rapid his-
torical sketch, had not these rough conquerors, by their
tyranny and exaction, oppressed the pilgrims who came in an
increasing number to visit the temporary sepulchre of our risen
Saviour. The tale which they brought back of insults and
sufferings was the proximate cause of the crusade proclaimed
by Pope Urban the Second, which was hailed by the shouts of
an immense audience as the will of God, and was enforced by
the promise of a plenary indulgence to all who would enlist
under the banner of the cross. So vast was the multitude
who undertook the engagement, that, in the energetic language
of Anna Comnena, the daughter and historian of the Emperor
Alexis, Europe was loosened from its foundations and hurled
against Asia.* Historians dispute whether the crusades pro-
moted:or retarded Christian civilization; but there seems to be
no doubt that they rolled back the tide which would otherwise
have overflowed Europe from the east. The first of these so-
called holy wars issued in the formation, under its leader,
Godfrey of Boulogne, of the feudal kingdom of Jerusalem,
which was maintained with difficulty for near a cenfury. The
Christian is interested in reading that his brother and succes-

AD.

1095,

sor, Baldwin, planted his standald on the walls of Tarsus, and 1090

founded, beyond the Euphrates, the principality of Edessa.
Saladin, become the conqueror of Egypt and Syria, and pro=

* Alexiad. X., p. 283.

187
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a.p. tector of the holy cities Mecca and Medina, recovered Jerusa-
1187 Jem, and shines in European annals as the worthy rival of the
lion-hearted Richard. Oriental authors describe him as a
saint, who exhibited throughout his bright career the spirit of
a genuine, self-denying, pious Moslem, a pattern both in faith
and practice. He abstained from wine and royal luxuries, and
lived a dervish on his throne and in his camp. He lamented
that the necessary defence of religion did not allow his per-
forming the pilgrimage, but he was regular in prayer and
fasting, and study of the Koran. He was a bigot, and con-
demned to death a theologian whose tenets he deemed hereti-
cal; but he was a self-denying and just ruler, and his life, as
recorded by a friend,* favourably contrasts with that of his
rival, whose brutality had not been softened by the poetry
which he cultivated, nor by the purer faith which he professed

’ without understanding its spirit.

Within half a century of the death of this admired Moslem
prince, the civilization both of Islamiyah and of Christendom was
endangered by an invasion of the Moghuls, who far surpassed,
in the extent and the rapidity of their temporary conquests,
the triumph of the early Khalifs; for not only the Roman
empire, but China, and, ultimately, Hindostan, became the
prey of these shepherd soldiers, under their Khan, Zingis, and
his successors. Their immense hordes overran the kingdoms
of Astrakhan and Cazan, and reduced to ashes both Moskow
and Kiow. From the permanent conquest of Russia they
made an inroad into the heart of Poland, destroying Cracow ;
and at Leignitz they defeated the grand dukes of Silesia and

. the master of the Teutonic knights, three only of the Hunga-
1285 yian fortresses withstanding this Tartar invasion. The storm
1245. which threatened Europe broke upon Bagdad and extinguished,
the Khalifat, and with it the Mohammedan centre of unity,
and the pontifical character of its sovereign. This fatal blow
was reserved for Holagu, the grandson of Zingis, and the
brother and the lieutenant of the two succeeding emperors.

* Bohaldin, whose work was published with a Latin Translation by
Schultens. Ludg. Bat. 1755.
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This irresistible adversary, advancing from Persia, which he
had subdued, was opposed only by arrogant and irritating
embassies from the last Khalif, who was deceived by a trea-
cherous vizir, alienated from him by his persecution of the
adherents of Ali. “On the divine decree is founded the
throne of the sons of Abbas”—such was his proud language—
“and their foes shall surely be punished in this world and in the
next. Who is this Holagu, who dares to rise up against them?
If he desire peace, let him instantly depart from the sacred
territory, and he may perhaps obtain from our clemency the
pardon of his offence.” But Holagu was not awed by these
menaces : he advanced, and the phantom which had been so
long held forth to overawe mankind vanished on his approach.
After a two months’ siege, Bagdad was stormed and sacked, ,
and the savage conqueror put the Khalif to death. The stream, 1258.
driven back from Egypt by the Mamluks (gjl), (originally,
as their name indicates, the slaves, and then the masters of the
Fatimite Khalifs), overflowed Armenia and Anatolia, the
former governed by the Christians, the latter by the Turks.
The Sultan of Iconium sought refuge among the Greeks of
Constantinople ; and his feeble successors, the last of the Seljuk
dynasty, were extirpated by the Khans of Persia.

The decline of the Moghuls gave free scope to the rise and
progress of the Ottoman empire, which, under a succession of
able sovereigns, grew up to be as formidable to Christendom on
the east, as the Arabs of Spain had been formerly on the west.
The fall, in battle, of Jelaleddin, sovereign of Persia, dissolved
his veteran army, which included within it many Turkomans.
The bolder of their Emirs invaded Syria, and took possession
of the holy sepulchre: the less aspiring engaged in the service
of Alaaldin, Sultan of Iconium, and among them was the ob-
scure progenitor of the family of the sovereign known to us,
through the Venetians, as the Grand Signor, or great Lord.

At Surgut, on the banks of the Sangar, a camp of four

hundred tents was fozmed by Orthogul, which he ruled for ao.
above half a century. Circumstances promoted the indepen- 13099
dence of his son Othman during a reign of more than twenty- 1326.
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five years, The Seljuk dynasty had expired, and the dis-
tance of the Moghul Khans freed him from the control of a
superior, while a political mistake of the Greek Emperors un-
locked to Him the passes of Mount Olympus. Instead of re-
treating after an inroad, like former marauders, he maintained
the most defensible posts, and kept and fortified the towns he
had pillaged. We may date the Ottoman empire from the con-
quest of Brusa by his son Orchan, whose services to the Greek
Emperor were rewarded by the hand of his daughter. It was
A.D. reserved for his grandson Amurath to establish himself in Eu-
1360 . . . .
to rope. He made Adrianople his capital, postponing the easy
1389 conquest of Constantine’s new Rome. He marched against the
Slavonians, who had taken possession of Thrace, and greatly
advanced his power by the formation of a company of Yengi
Sheri (Janissaries), or the new soldiers, consisting of cap-
tive Christian youths, who, like the Pratorian guards, and the
mercenary attendants of other absolute sovereigns, ended in
tyrannizing over their nominal masters, till thcy were butchered
in cold blood, in our own days, by the late reforming Sultan.
The humble title of Emir was no longer suitable to Ottoman
power, and his son Bajazet accepted the distinction of Sultan
from the Khalif of Egypt. e overran Hungary, and threat-
ened Constantineple; but this last retreat of the Christian
Emperors was saved unexpectedly by a second invasion of
Moghuls, led by Tamerlane, whose ambition could not brook
an equal, and whose defeat and capture of Bajazet delayed,
for a short season, the fall of Constantinople. “I am not a
man of blood,” said the invader, so mild in words, so savage in
deeds, to the Kadhi of Aleppo. Yet during this very conver-
sation there was a massacre in the streets; and it was his
custom, as at Bagdad, to mark the fall of a city by a pyramid
of human heads! Unlike the Pagan Zingis, he professed the
Mohammedan creed, His letter to the Turkish Sultan was
overbearing. “ Thou hast fought some battles in the woods of
Anatolia: contemptible trophies! Thou hast obtained some
victories over the Christians of Europe. Thy sword was
blessed by the Apostle of God, and thy obedience to the
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Korén, in warring on the unbelievers, alone prevents my-
destroying thy country, the frontier and bulwark of the
Moslems.” He was a bigoted partisan of Ali, and his discus-
sion with this Kadhi of that Sovereign’s right to the Khalifat
provoked the exclamation, “ Ye are as false as the people of
Damascus. Moawiyah was an usurper, Yezid a tyrant, and
Ali is the lawful successor of the Prophet.” Damascus was
reduced to ashes, because his religious zeal moved him, after
the lapse of centuries, to avenge on it the death of Hosein ;
and it assumed a more amiable direction by the pardon and
reward of some thousand Shiyahs, who were desirous of ap
visiting his tomb. Bajazet had two years in which he might 1%
have collected his forces. Tamerlane invested Angouria, and
it was close upon that city that <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>