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AL

K- O R A N.

CHAP. X.

Intitled, Jonas®; revealed at Mecca.

In ti_le narﬁe of the moft merciful Gop.

Itis a-ftrange thing unto the men of Mkecca,

that we have revealed our will unto a man
from among them °, faying, Denounce threats unto
men if they believe not; and bear good tidings
unto thofe who believe, that on the merit of their fin-
cerity they have an intereft with their Loro? The un.-
believers fay, This is manifeft forcery®. Verily your
Lorp is Gop, who hath created the heavens and the
earth in fix days; and then afcended his throne, to
take on himfelf the government of all things. There
‘is no interceflor, but by hispermiffion®. Thisis Gop,

q L. R.* Thefe are the figns of the wife book.

® This prophet is mentioned to- ing the Koran. According to the
wards the end of the chapter, p. 13. reading of fome copies, the words
b See the Prelim. Difc, fe€t. III. may he rendered, This man (i. e.

P- 78, 79. Mohammed) is no other than a ma-
¢ A man from among them.] And - nifeft forcerer.
not onc of the moft powerful among . ¢ There is no interceffor but by his

it was a wonder Gob could find ¥t $Rélkd to réfute the foolifh opinion of

no other meflenger than the orphaik ,: 38 idolatrous Meccans, who imagin-

pnril of Abu Taleb ?)' X' “ed their idols were interceffors with,
This is manifeft forcery.] Mean-  Gob for them.

them ncither; fo that the Koreifh f: '?»flﬁmimor:& Thefe words were re-

(1) AlBripAws. -
VOL, II, A your



2 AL KORAN. CHar. 10,

your Lorb ; therefore ferve him. Will ye not con-
fider? Unto him fhall ye all return, according to the
certain promife of Gon: for he producetha creature,
and then caufeth it to return again; that he may re-
ward §bfe who believe, and do that which is right,
with equity. But as for the unbelievers, they fhall
drink boiling watcr, and they fhall fuffer a grievous
punithment, for that they have difbelieved. It is
he who hath ordained the fun to fhine by day, and
the moon for alight by night; and hath appointed
her ftations, thatye might know the number of years,
and the computation of time. Gop hath not created
this, but with truth. He explaineth his figns unto
people who underftand. Moreover in the viciffitude
of night and day, and whatever Gobp hath created in
heaven and earth, are furely figns unto men who fear
him. Verily they who hope not to meet us at the
laft day, and delight in this prefent life, and reft fe-
curely in the fame, and who are negligent of our
figns; their dwelling fhall be hell-fire, for that which
they have deferved. But as to thofe who believe,
and work righteoufnefs, their Lorp will dire€t them
becaufe of their faith ; they fhall have rivers flowing
through gardens of pleafure. Their prayer therein
fhall be, Praife be unto thee, O Gop! and their
falutationf therein fhall be, Peace! and the end of
their prayer fhall be, Praife be unto Gop,the Lorp
of all creatures! IT Gob fhould caufe evil to haften
unto men, according to their defire of haftening
good, verily their end hath been decreed. Where-
fore we fufler thofe who hope not to meet us at the
refurreflion, to wander amazedly in their error.
When evil befalletha man, he prayeth unto us lying
on his fide, or fitting, or ftanding®: but when we
deliver him from his affliion, he continueth his for-
mer courfe of life, asthough he had not called upon
us to defend him agaipft ithe_evil which had befallen

€ Their fa)utation.a ‘Ecither v the  * € Lying, or fitting, or ﬂandingﬂ
mutual falutation of the blefled toone: i: e in all poftures, and at a
rll:&h:lr, or that of the angels forthe . tinpes

ed.

him,



Cuar. 10. AL KORAN. 3

him. Thus was that which the tranfgreflors com-
mitted prepared for them. We have formerly de-
ftroyed the generations who were before you, O men
of Mxcca, when they had atted unjuftly, and our
apoftles had come unto them with evident miracles,
and they would not believe. Thus do we reward the
wicked people. Afterwards we did caufe yon to fuc-
ceed them in the earth; that we might fee how ye
would a&t. When our evident figns are recited unto
them, they who hope not to meet us at the refur-
rettion, fay, Bring a differcnt Korax from this; or
make fome change therein.  Anfwer, Itis not fit for
me, that I fhould change it at my pleafure: Ifollow
that only which is revealed unto me.  Verily I fear,
if I fhould be difobedient unto my Lorp, the punifh-
ment of the great day. Say, If Gob had fo pleafed,
I had not rcad it unto you, ncither had I taught you
the fame. I have already dweclt among you to the
age of forty ycars®, beforc I reccived it. Do ye
not therefore underftand? And who is morc unjuft
than he who devifeth a lic againft Gop, or accufeth
his figns of falfchood? Surcly the wicked fhall not
profper. They worfhip befides Gob, that which can
neither hurt them nor profit them; and they fay,
Thefe arc our interceflors with Gop . Anfwer, Will
ye tell Gop that which he knoweth not, ncither in
heaven nor in earth*; Praife be unto him! and far
be that from him, which they aflociate with him!

Men were profeflors of one rcligion only', but they
diffented

could be taught him by none but

B To the age of forty years.] For
Goo.

fo old was Mohammed before he took

upon him to be a prophet (1); du-
ring which time his fellow-citizens
well knew that he had not applied
himfclf to learning of any fort, nor
frequented learned men, nor had
ever exercifed himfelf in compoling
verfes, or orations, whereby he might
acquire the art of rhetoric, or ele-
gance of fpcech (2). A flagrant proof,
fays al Beidiwi, that this book

Az

(1) See the Prelim. Dif. p. 56.

I Sce the Prelim. Dif. {e&. I. p.
1q, &c.

k Will ye tell Gop that which he
knowcth not, &c.] viz. That he hath
equals or companions either in hea-
ven or on eafth, fince he acknow-
ledgethagoge ? - .

i e profeffors of one reli-
gion OWH That is to fay, the
true religion, or Iflim, which was

generally

ABuLFED, vit. Moh. c. 7. N

(2) Sec the Prelin. Dif. p. 35, &c.
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diffented therefrom ; and if a decree had not previ-
oufly iffued from thy Lorp, deferring their punifh-
ment, verily the matter had been decided between
them,- concerning which they difagreed. They fay,
Unlefs a fign be fent down unto him from his Lorb,
‘we will not believe. Anfwer, Verily that which is
hidden is known only unto Gob: wait therefore the
pleafureof GOD; and I alfo will wait withyou. And
when we caufed the men of Mkcca to tafte mercy,
after an afflition which had befallen them, behold,
they devifed a ftratagem againft our figns™. Say
unto them, Gopismore {wiftinexccuting a ftratagem
than ye. Verily our meflfengers® write down that
which ye deceitfully devife. Itis he who hath given
you conveniencies for travelling by land and by fea;
fo that ye be in fhips, which fail with them, with a
favourable wind,and they rejoice therein. And when
a tempeftuous wind overtaketh them, and waves
come upon them from every fide, and they think
themfelvesto be encompafled withinevitabledangers;
they call upon Gob, exhibiting the pure religion
unto him°, and faying, Verily, if thou deliver us
from this peril, we will be of thofe who give thanks.
But when he hath delivered them, behold, they be-
have themfelves infolently in the earth, without
juftice. O men, Verily the violence which ye com-
mit againft your own fouls, is for the enjoyment of
this prefent lifc only; afterwardsunto us fhall ye re-

generally profefled, as fome fay, till
Abel was murdered, or, as others,
till the days of Noah. Some fup-
gofe the firft ages after the flood are
cre intended; others, the flate of
religion in Arabia, from the time of
Abraham to that of Amru Ebn Lo-
hai, the great introducer of idolatry
into that coantry.

™ And when we caufed thofe of
Mecca to tafte mercy after affli@tion,
&c.] Forit is faid that €béy were
afflifted with a dearth fof feven
years, fo that they wcre‘v_ﬁ?“i!ear

gcxiﬂming; but were no fooner relieved
y Goo’s fending them plenty, than
they began again to charge Moham-
med with impolfture, and to ridicule
his revelations (1).

® Our meflengers.] i.e. The guar-
dian angels.

_© Exhibiting the pure religion unto
lumg That is, applying themfelves
to God only, and negle@ing their
idols; their fears direting thém in
fuch an extremity, to afk help of him
only who could give it,

.

(1) Al Beipaw.

turn,
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turn, and we will declare unto you that which ye
have done. Verily the likenefs of this prefent life is
no other than as water, which we fend down from .
heaven, and wherewith the produétions of the earth
are mixed, of which men eat, and cattle alfo, until
the earth receive its vefture, and be adorned with
various plants: the inhabitants thereof imagine that
they have power over the fame; but our command
cometh unto it by night, or by day, and we render
it as though it had been mowen, as though it had not
yefterday abounded with fruits. Thus do we explain
our figns unto pzople who confider. Gob inviteth
unto the dwelling of peace ?, and dire€eth whom he
pleafeth into tliv right way. They who do right
fhall receive a moft exceilent reward, and a fuper-
abundant addition®; neither blacknefs’, nor fhame
thall.cover their faces. Thefefhall be the inhabitants
of paradife, they fhall continue therein forever. But
they who commit evil {hall receive the reward of evil,
equal thereunto®, and they fhall be covered with
fhame, (for they fhall have no prote&lor againft
Gob,) as though their faces were covered with the
profound darknefs of the night. Thefe fhall be the
inhabitants of hell-firc; they fhall remain therein for
ever.  On the day of the refurrettion we will gather
them all together ; then will we fay unto the idolaters,
Get yc to your place, ye and your companions*: and
we will feparate them from one another; and their
companions fhall fay unto them, Ye did not worfhip
us’, and Gobp is a {uflicient witnefs between us and

. you;

their deferts, yet Gon will not pu-

? Unto the dwelling of peace.] viz.
pence.] nifh any beyond therr demncnis,

Paradife.

4 And a fuperabundant addition.J
For their reward will vaftly excee

the merit of their good works. Al
Ghazili fuppofes this additional re-
compenfe will be the beatific vifion

1)

( T See the Prelim. Dif. p. 114, &c.
¢ Equal thereunto,] i. e. Though

the bleffed will be rewarded beyond

Ag

but treat than with the exafelt jul-
tice.

t And your companions.] That
is, your idols, or the companions
which ye attributed unto Gop.

v Ye did not worfhip us.] Butye
really worfhipped your own lufts;
and ‘were feduced to idolatry, not
by us, but by your own fuperfti-

tious

(3) Se&the Prelim. Dif. p. 133.
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you; *neither did we mind your worthipping of us.
There fhall every foul experience” that whichit fhall
have fent before it*, and they fhall be brought be-
fore Gop, their true Lorp; and the falfe deities
which they vainly imagined, fhall difappear from
before them. Say, Who provideth you food from
heaven and earth? or who hath the abfolute power
over the hearing and the fight? and who bringeth
forth the living from the dead, and bringeth forth
the dead from the living? and who governcth all
things? They will furely anfwer, Gopn. Say, Will
ye not therefore fear him? This is therefore Gobn,
your true Lorp: and what remaineth therc after
truth, except error? How therefore are ye turned
afide from the truth? Thus is the word of thy Lorp
verified upon them who do wickedly; that they be-
lieve not. Say, Is there any of your companions
who produceth a creature, and then caufeth it to re-
turn unto himfelf? Say, Gop produceth a creature,
and then caufeth it to rcturn unto himfelf. How
therefore areye turncd afide from his worfhip? Say,
Is there any of your companions who diretteth unto
the truth? Say, Gop direfteth unto the truth.
Whether is he therefore, who dircéteth unto the
truth, more worthy to be followed; or he who di-
releth not, unlefs he be diretted?  What aileth you
therefore, thatye judge as yedo? ‘And the greater
part of them follow an uncertain opinion only ; but
a mere opinion attaincth not unto any truth. Verily
Gop knoweth that which they do. This Koran
could not have been compoled by any except Gop;
butitis a confirmation of that which was revealed
beforcit, and an explanation of the {cripture; there
is no doubt thereof ; fent down from the Loxrb of all

tious fapcies. Tt is pretended, that eworfhip of the Pagan Arabs, are pa-
Gop will, at the laft day, cnable the ticularly intended in this place.

1ols to {peak, and that they will ¥ Shall experience.] Some copies,
thus reproach their worthippers,, in-  inftead of Tablu, read Tatlu, i. e. thall
fiead of interceding for them, a5 follow or meditate upon.

they ho‘v;zed. Some {fuppofe the ah- * Sec chap. 2. p. 19 notc P,

gels, who were alfo objefts of the

; crecatures,
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creatures. Will they fay, Monamumep hath forged
it? Anfwer, Bring therefore a chapter like unto it;
and call whom ye may to youraffiftance, befides Gobp,
if ye fpeak truth. But they have charged that
with falfehood, the knowledge whereof they do not
comprehend, ncither hath the interpretation thereof
come unto them. In the fame manner did thofe
who were before them, accufe their prophets of im-
pofture; but behold, what was the end of the un-
juit.  There arc fome of them who believe therein;
and there are fome of them who believe not there-
in’: and thy Lorp well knoweth the corrupt doers.
If they accufe thee of impofture, fay, I have my
work, and ye have your work; ye fhall be clear of
that which I do. and I will be clear of that which ye
do. There are fome of thcm who hearken unto thee ;
but wilt thou make the deafto hear, although they
do not underftand? And there are fome of them who
look at thee; but wilt thou direét the blind, although
they fee not*? Verily, Gop will not deal unjuftly
with men in any refpeét : but men deal unjuftly with
their own fouls®." On a certain day he will gather
them together, as though they had not tarried ® above
an hour of aday: they fhall knaw anc another-.

Then

¥ There are fome of them who be-
lieve therem, &c.| i e Theie are
fome of them whoure inwardly well
fatishied of the truth of thy dofime,
though they are fo wicked as to op-
pofe it; and there are others of
them who believe it not, through
prejudice and want of confideration.
Or the paffage may be underftood
in the future tenfe, of fome wha
fhould afterwards believe, and re-
pent, and of others who fhould die
infidels (1)

%z Theie are fome of them who
hearken unto thee ; but wilt thou
make the deaf to hear, &c.] Thefe
words wore revealed on account of
certain Meccans, who feemed to at-
tend while Mohamnmed read the Ko-

(1) Al Bripawi.

rin to them, or infiruéted them in
any pout of religion, but yet were
as far from being convinced or edi-
fied, a8 1t they had not heard him at
all (2).
‘(G)l)n will not deel unjuftly with
1; but they deal unjuftly with
1own fouls 7 Fou Goo deprives
u not of thur fenfes, or under-
dung : but they conupt and make
11 ufc of them.,
& As thongh they had not tarried.]
Either in the wotld, or iu the grave.

¢ They fhall know one another. ]
As if it'were but a httle while fince
they parted.  But this will happen
duwring the firt moments only - of
the refurre@ion; tor afterwards the
terror ot the day will difturb and

(2) 1dem. Sec chap 0.
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Then fhall they perifh who have denied the meeting
of Gop; and were not rightly direted. Whe-
ther we caufe thee to fee a part of the punifhment
wherewith we have threatened them, or whether we
caufe thee to die before thou fee it ; unto us fhall they
return: then fhall Gop be witnefs of that which they
do. Unto every nation hath an apoftle been fent:
and when their apoftle came, the matter was decided
between them with equity?; and they were not
treated unjuftly. The unbelievers fay, When will
this threatening be made good, if ye fpeak truth?
Anfwer, I am able neither to procure advantage
unto myfelf, nor to avert mifchief from me, but as
Gobp pleafeth. Unto every nation is a fixed term
decreed; when their term therefore is expired, they
fhall not have refpite for an hour, neither fhall their
punifhment be anticipated. Say, Tell me; if the
punifhment of GOD overtake you by night, or by
day, what part thereof will the ungodly wifh to be
haftened ? When it falleth onyou, do ye then believe
it? Now do ye believe, and with it far from you,
when as ye formerly defired it fhould be haftened?
Then fhall it be faid unto the wicked, Tafte ye the
punifhment of eternity ; would ye reccive other than
the reward of that which ye have wrought? They will
defire to know of thec, whether this be true. Anfwer,
Yea, by my Lorbp, it is certainly true; ncither fhall
ye weaken GOD’s power, {o as to efcape it. Verily,
if every foul which hath afled wickedly had what-
ever is on the earth, it would willingly redeem itfelf
therewith at the laft day. Yet they will conceal their
repentance®, after they fhall have feen the punifh-

take from them all knowledge of one
another (1).

¢ The matter was decided between
them with equity.] By deliverin
the prophet, and thofe who believes
on him, and deftroying the obitinate
wfidels,

¢ They will conceal their repen-
tance.]  To hide their fhame and

(1) Al Bripawi.

(2) Jarraro’DDIN.

regret (2); or beeaufe their furprife
and aftonifhment will deprive them
of the ufe of fpeech (3). Some,
however, underftand the verb which
is here rendered, Will conceal, in the
contrary fignification, which it fome-
times bears; and then it muft be tranf-
lated, They will openly declare their
repentance, &c.

(3) Al Beipawr.
ment §
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ment: and the matter fhall be decided between them
with equity ; and they fhall not be unjuftly treated.
Doth not whatfoeveris in hecaven and onearth belong
unto Gop? Is not the promife of Goo true? But
the greater part of them know it not. He giveth
life, and he caufeth to die; and unto him fhall ye
all return. O men, now hath an admonition come
unto you from your Lorp, and a remedy for the
doubts which are in your breafts; and a direttion,
and mercy unto the true believers. Say, Throughthe
grace of Gop, and his mercy: therein therefore let
them rejoice: this will be better than what they heap
together of worldly riches. Say, Tell me; of that
which Gob hath fent down unto you for food, have
ye declared part to be lawful, and other part to be
unlawful*? Say, Hath Gop permitted you to make
thisdiftinétion? ordo yedevifealie concerning Gon?
But what will be the opinion of thofe who devifc a
lie concerning Gop, on the day of the refurreétion ?
Verily Gob is endued with beneficence towards man-
kind; but the greater part of them do not give
thanks. Thou fhalt be engaged inno bufinefs, neither
fhalt thou be employed in meditating on any paflage
of the Koran; nor fhall ye do any a&ion, but we
will be witnefles over you, when ye are employed
thercin. Nor is fo much as the weight of an ant®
hidden from thy Lorp in earth or in heaven': neither
is there any thing lefler than that, or greater, but it is
written in the perfpicuous book®. Are not the
friends of Gob, the perfons on whom no fear fhall
come, and who fhall not be grieved? They who be-
lieve and fear GOD, fhall receive good tidings in
this life, and in that which is to come. There is no
change in the words of Gop. This fhall be
great felicity.  Let not their difcourfe * grieve thee ;
for all might belongeth unto Gon: he both heareth

! See chap. 6. & See chap. 4. } Their difcourfe.] viz. The im<
b The perfpicuous book.] The ious and rebellious talk of the in-
preferved table, wherein Gop’s de-  fidels.
§sees are secorded,

and
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andknoweth. Isnotwhoever dwelleth in heaven and
on earth, fubje&tunto Gon? What therefore do they
follow, whoinvoke idols, befides Gon ? They follow
nothing buta vain opinion; and they only utter lies.
It is he who hath ordained the night for you, that ye
may take your reft therein, and the clear day for
labour: verily herein are figns unto people who
hearken. They fay, Gop hath begouen children :
Gob forbid! He is felf-fufficient. Unto him be-
longeth whatfoever is in heaven and on carth: ye
have no demonftrative proof of this. Do ye fpeak
of Gob that which ye know not? Say, Verily they
who imagine a lie concerning Gop, fhall not profper.
They may enjoy aprovifion in this world ; butafter-
wards unto us fhall they return, and we will then"
caufe them to tafte a grievous punifhment, for that
they were unbelicvers.  Rehearfe unto them the
hiftory of Noan*: when he faid unto his people,
G my people, if my {tanding forth among you, and
my warning you of the figns of Gon, be grievous
unto you; in Goo do I put my truft. Therefore
lay your defign againft mc, and affemble your falfe
gods; but let not your defign be carried on by you
in thedark: then come forth againft me, and delay
not. And if ye turnafide from my admonitions, I alk
not any reward of you for the fame'; I expeét my re-
ward from Gopalone,and I am commanded tobe one
of thafe whoare refigned untohim. But they accufed
him of impofture; wherefore we- delivered him, and
thofe that were with him in the ark, and we caufed
them to furvive the flood, but we drowned thofe wha
charged our figns with falfehood. Behold therefore,
what was the end of thofe who were warned by Noan.
Then did we fend after him, apoftles unto their
refpe@ive people”, and they came unto them with
evident demonfirations: yet they were not difpofed

& See chap. vi' ™ We fent, after him, apofilesun-
1 I alk not any reward, &c.] totheir refpeétive people.] = As Had,
Therefore ye cannot excufe yourfclves, ~ Sileh, Abraham, Lot, and Shoaib,

by faying.that I am burthenfome to  to thofe of Ad, Thamud, Babel, So-
. ' dom, and Midian.

u.
o to
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to believe in that which they had before rejetted as
falfe. Thus do we feal up the hearts of the tran{-
greflors. Then did we fend, after them, Moses and
AaroN unto Puaraon, and his princes, with our
figns": but they behaved proudly,and were a wicked
people. And when the truth from us had come
unto them, they faid, Verily this is manifeft forcery.
Mosks faid unto them, Do ye {peak this of the truth,
after it hath come unto you? Is this forcery? but
forcerers fhall not profper. They faid, Art thou
come unto us to turn us afide from that religion
which we found our fathers prattife; and that ye
too may have the command in the land? But we
do not believe you. And Puaraon faid, Bring
unto me every expert magician. And when the
magicians were come, Mosts faid unto them,
Caft down that which ye are about to caft down.
And when they had caft down theirrods and cords,
Moses faid unto them, The enchantment which ye
have performed, fhall Gop furcly render vain: for
Gob profpereth not the work of the wicked doers.
And Gob will verify the truth of his words, although
the wicked be averfe thereto. And there believed
not any on Mosks, except a gencration of his peo-
ple°, for fear of Puaraon and of his princes, left
he fhould affli&t them. And Puaraon was lifted
up with pride in the earth, and was furely one of the
tranfgreflors. And Moses faid, O my people, if
ye believe in Gop, put your truft in him, if ye be
refigned to his will. They anfwered, We put our
truft in Gop: O Lorp, fuffer us not to be afflicted
by unjuft people; butdeliver us through thy mercy,
from the unbelieving people. And we fpake by
infpiration unto Mosts and his brother, faying,

& See chap. vii. giving ear to him, forfear of the King.

© Except a generation of his peo-  But fome fupiofe the pronoun, Az, re-
ple.] For when he firt began to  fersto Pharaoh, and that thefe were
preach, a few of the younger Ifraelites  certain Egyptians, who, together with
only belicved on him; the others not  hiswifc Alia, believed on Mofes (1).

(1) Al Bripawi.

Provide



AL KORAN. Cuar. 10.

Provide habitations for your people in Ecyer, and
make your houfes a place of worfhip?, and be con-
ftant at prayer; and bear good news unto the true
believers. And Mosks faid, O Lorbp, verilythou
haft given unto Puaraoxn and his people pompous
ornaments?, and riches in this prefent life, O Lorb,
that they may be feduced from thy way: O Lorb,
bring their riches to nought, and harden their hearts;
that they may not believe, until they fee their griev-
ous punifhment. GOD faid, Your petition is
heard*: be ye upright therefore*, and follow not
the way of thofe who are ignorant. And we caufed
the children of Israkrto pafs through the fea; and
Puaraon and his army followed them in a violent
and hoftile manner; until, when he was drowning,
he faid, I believe that thereis no Gop but he on
whom the children of IsrakL believe; and I amone
of the refigned*. Now doft thou believe when thou
haft been hitherto rebellious, and- one of the wicked
doers? " This day will we raife-thy body * from’ the

12

e

® Aplace of worthip.] So Jalla-
lo’ddin expounds the oniginal word
Kebla, which properly fignifies that
place or quarter towards which one
prays.  Wherefore al Zamakhfhari
fuppofes, that the Ifraelites are here
ordered to difpofe their oratories -in
{uch a manner, that, when they pray-
ed, their faces might be turned to-
wards Mecca; which he imagines
was the Kebla of Mofes, as it is that
of the Mohammedans The former
commentator adds, that Pharaoh had
forbidden the Ifraclites to pray to
Gon; for which reafon they were
obliged to perform that duty private-
ly in their houfes.

9 Omaments.] As magnificent ap-
parel, chariots, and the like.

* Your petition is heard.] The
pronoun is in the dual number; the
antecedent being Mofes and Aaron.
The commentators fay, that in con-
fequence of this prayer, all the trea-

. " bottom

[ v'“ .
fures of Egypt were turned into

ftones (1).

¢ Be ye upright.] Or, as al Beix
dawi interprets it, Be yc conftant and
fleady in preaching to the people.
The Kdohax_nmedms pretend that Mo-
fes continued in Egzpt no lefs than
forty years, after he had firlt publith-
ed his miffion; which cannot be re-
conciled to fcripture.

t I. believe that therc is no Goo
but he, &ec. Thefe words, it is
faid, Pharaoh repcated often in his
extremity, that he might be' heard.
But® his repentance came too late;
for Gabricl foon flopped his mouth
with mud, left he fhould obtain
mercy ; rgproaching him at the
fame time in the words which fol-
low.

v We will raife thy dead body,
&c.] Some of the children of Ifracl
doubting whether Pharach was really
drowned, Gabricl, by Gop’s com-

(1) Jarraro’ooin.

-mand,



bottom of the fea, that thou mayeft be a fign unto
thofe who fhall be after thee; and verily a great
number of men are negligent of our figns. And
we prepared for the children of IsrazL an eftablifhed
dwelling in the land of Ca~aan, and we provided
good things for their fuftenance: and they differed
not in point of religion, until knowledge had come
unto them™; verily thy Lorp will judge between
them on the day of refurreftion, concerning that
wherein they difagreed. If thou art in a doubt con-
cerning any part of that which we have fent down
unto thee*, afk them who have read the book of the
law before thee. Now hath the truth come unto
thee from thy Lorp; be not therefore one of thofe
who doubt: neither be thou one of thofe who charge
the figns of Gob with falfechood, left thou become one
of thofe who perifh.  Verily thofc againft whom the
word of thy Lorb is decreed, fhall not believe, al-
though there come unto them every kind of miracle;
until they fee the grievous punifhment prepared for
them. And if it were not fo, fome city, among the
many which have been deftroyed, would have believ-
ed; and the faith of itsinhabitants would have been of
advantage untothem: but none of them believed, be-
fore the execution of their fentence, except the people
of Jonas’. When they believed, we delivercd them

: from

mand, caufed his naked corple to
fwim to fhore, that they might fee
it (1). The word here tranflated
Body, fignifying alfo a coat of mail,
fome imagine the meaning to be,
that his corpfe floated armed with
his coat of mail, which they tell us
was of gold, by which they knew
that it was he.

w Until after knowledge had come
umo them.] i.e After the law had

fes.
* Concerning that which we have
fent down unto thee ] That is, con-

been revealed, and publifhed by Moe

ceming the truth of the hiftories
which are here related. The com-
mentators doubt whether the perfon
here fpoken to, be Mohammed him-

{elf, or his auditor.
¥ The people of Jonas.] Viz. The
inhabitants of Ninive, which flood
on or near the place where al
Mawfel now ftands  This people
having corrupted themfelves with
idolatry, Jonas, the fon of Mattas,
(or Amittai, which the Mohamme-
dans fuppole to be the name of his
mothcr,f an Ifraclite of the tribe
of Benjamin, was fent by Gobo to
preach

(1) See Exod. xiv. 3o
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from the punifhment of fhame in this world, and
fuffered them to enjoy their lives and pofleffions for
atime®. But if thy Lorp had pleafed, verily all
who are in the earth would have believed in general.
Wilt thou therefore forcibly compel men to be true
believers? No foul can believe, but by the permiffion
of Gop: and he fhall pour out his indignation on
thofe who will not underftand. Say, Confider what-
ever is in hcaven and on earth: but figns arc of no
avail, neither preachers unto people who will not be-
lieve. Do they therefore expeét any other than fome
terrible judgment, like unto the judgments which have
fallen on thofe who have gone before them? Say,
Wait ye the iffue; and I alfo will wait with you: then
will we deliver our apoftles and thofe who believe.
Thus is ita juftice due from us, that we fhould deli-
ver the true believers. Say, O men of MEkcca, if
ye bein doubt concerning my rcligion, verily I wor-
thip not the idols which yc worthip, befides Gop;
but I worfhip Gop, who will caufc you to die: and I
am commanded to be one of the true believers. And
it was faid unto me, Set thy face towards the true reli-
gion, and be orthodox; and by no means be one of
thofe who attribute companions unto Gobo ; neither
invoke, befides Gob, that which can ncither profit
thee nor hurt thee: for if thou do, thou wilt then
certainly become one of the unjuft. If Gopo affli¢t

preach to and reclaim them. When
he firt began to exhort them to
rcpentance, infiead of hcarkening
to him, they ufed him very ill, fo
that he was obliged to leave the city,
threatening them, at his departure,
that they (hould be deftroyed within
three days, or, as others {ay, within
forty (1). But when the time drew
near, and they faw the heavens overcaft
with a black cloud, which fhot forth
fire, and filled the air with fmoke,
and hung direftly over their city, they

(1) Sec Yonah bii. 4.
Sce chap. 21 aud 37,

were in a terrible conftemnation, and
getting into the fields, with their
families and cattle, they put on fack.
cloth, and humbled themfelves be-
fore Gop, calling aloud for pardon,
and fincerely repenting of their paft
wickednefs,  Whereupon Gop was
pleafed to forgive them, and the fform
blew over (2).
* For a time.] i. e. Until the

died according to the oidinary courfe
of nature,

(2) Al BEipawi, JaLLALO'DDIN, ABULFED.

thee
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thee with hurt, theré is none who can relieve thee
from it, except he; and if he willeth thee any good,
there is none who can keep back his bounty : he will
confer it on fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth; and
he is gracious and merciful. Say, O men, now
hath the truth come unto you from your Lorp. He
therefore who fhall be dircéted, will be dire&ted to
the advantage of his own foul; but he who fhall err,
will err on!y againft the fame. I am no guardian over

yO\l.

Do thou, O prophet, fullow that whichis re-

vealed unto thee: and perfevere with patience, until
Gob fhall judge; for he is the belt judge.

CHAP XL

Intitled, Hup*;

revealed at MEcca.

In the name of the moft merciful Gop.

L.R.* This book, the verfes whereof are guard-

ed againft corruption®, and are alfo diftinétly
explained?, is a revclation from the wife, the know-
ing GOD; that ye fcrve not any other than Gop;

3 The flory of which prophet is
repeated in this chapter,

b See the Prelim. Dif. p. 78, &c.

€ The verfes whereof are guarded
againit corruption.] According to
the various f{enfes which the verb
Ohkimat, in the original, may bear,
the commentators  fuggelt as many
different interpretations.  Some fup-
pofc the mcaning to be, according
to our verfion, that the Kordn is uot
hable to be coriupted (1), as the
law and the gofpel have been, in
the opinion of the Mohammcedans:
others, that every verfe in this par-
ticular chapter is in full force, and
not one of them abrogated: others,
that the verfes of the Kordn are duf-

(1) Sec the Prelim. Dif. p. 98, og.
Al ZamaxusHary, &, (3) ldem.

pofed in a clear and perfpicuous
method, or contamn evident and de-
monftrative arguments; and others,
that they comprife judicial declara-
tions to regulate both faith and prac-
tice {2,.

4 And are allo dift:n&ly explain-
edq The figmfication of the verb
Foflilat, which 1s here ufed, beng
allo ambiguous, the mcaning of this
paflage is fuppoled to be, ecither that
the verles are diftinétly propofed or
exprefled in a clear manner; or that
the fubje@ matter of the whole may
be diftinguifhed or divided into laws,
monitions, and examples; or elle
that the verfes were revealed by par-
cels (3).

(2) Al Beipaw:, JALLALO'DDIN,

(verily



X1

.

CHar. 11,

16 AL KORAN.

(verily I am a denouncer of threats, and a bearer of
good tidings unto you from him;) and that ye afk
pardon of your Lorp, and then be turned unto him.
He will caufe you to enjoy a plentiful provifion, un-
til a prefixed time: and unto every one that hath
merit by good works, will he give his abundant re-
ward. But if ye turn back, verily I fear for you the
punifthment of the great day : unto Gop fhall ye re-
turn; and he is almighty. Do they not double the
folds of their breafts®, that they may conceal their
defigns from him? When they cover themfelves with
their garments, doth not he know that which they
conceal, and that which they difcover? For he know-
eth the innermoft parts of the breafts of men’.
* There is no creature which creepeth on the earth,
but Gob provideth its food; and he knoweth the
place of its retreat, and where it is laid up®. The
whole is written in the perfpicuous book of his de-
crees. Itis he who hath created the heavens and the
carth in {ix days, (but his throne was above the
waters before the creation thereof®,) that he might
prove you, and fee which of you would excel in
works. If thou fay, Ye fhall furely be raifed againy

¢ Do they not double the folds of
their breafls 7] Or, asit may be tranf-
lated, Do they not turn away their
breafts, &c.

fThis paflage was occafioned by
the words of certain of the idolaters,
who faid to onc another, When we let
down our curtains, (fuch as the women
ufe in the eaftto fereen themfelves from
the fight of the men, when they happen
to be in the room,) and wrap our-
felves up in our garments, and fold up
our breafts, to conceal our malice
againt Mohammed, how fhould he
come to the knowledge of it? Some
fuppofe the paffage relates to certain
hypocritical Moflems; but thisopinion
is generally rejected, becaufe the verfe
was revealed at Mecca, and the birth of
hypocrify among the Mohammedans
hap not till after the Hejra,

8 The place of its retreat, and
where it is laid up.] i. e Both
during its life, and after its death;
or the repofitory of every animal
beforc its birth, in the loins and
wombs of the parents,

® But his throne was above the
waters, before the creation thereof.
For the Mohammedans fuppofe this
throne, and the waters whercon it
ftands, which waters they imagine
are fupported by a fpirit or wind,
were, with fome other things, cre-
ated before the heavens and earth,
This fancy they borrowed from the
Jews, who alfo fay, that the throne
of glory then ftood in the air, and
was bome on the face of the wa-
ters by the breath of Gon’s mouth'

(x).

{1) Rasni, ad Genef. i, 3. V. Reraxp, de relig. Mob. p. 50, &c.

after
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afterdeath;; the unbelievers will fay, This is nothing
but manifeft forcery. And verily if we defer their
punifhment unto a determined feafon, they will fay,
What hindcreth it from falling on us? Wil it not
come upon them on a day, wherein theregfhall be
nonc to avert it from them; and that which they
fcoffed at fhall encompafs them? Verily, if we caufe
man to tafte mercy from us, and afterwards take it
away from him ; he will furely become defperate 'y and
ungrateful. And if we caufe him to tafte favour,
afteranaflli€tion hath befallen him, he will furely fay,
The evils which I fuffered arc pafled from me; and
he will become joyful and infolent : except thofe who
perfevere with paticnce, and do that which is right;
they fhall rcceive pardon, and a great reward. Per-
adventure thou wilt omit to publifh part of that
which hath been revealed unto thee, and thy breaft
will become ftraitencd, left they fay, Unlcfsa treafure
be fent down unto him, or an angcl come with him,
to bear witnefs unto him, we will not believe. Verily
thou art a preacher only ; and Gonisthe governor of
all things. Will they fay, Hc hath forged the Koran?
Anfwer, Bring therefore ten chapters* like unto it,
forged by yourfelves; and call onwhomfoeveryemay
to aflift you, except Gop, if ye {pcak truth. But
if they whom yec call to your affiftance hear you
not; know that this book hath been revealed by the
knowledge of Gobp only!, and that there is no
Gobp but he.  Will ye therefore become Moflems?
Whofo choofeth the prefent life, and the pomp
thereof, unto them will we give the recompenfe of their

I Defperatc.] Cafting afide all
hopes of the divine favour, for want of
patience and truft in Gop.

k Ten chapters.]  This was the
number which he titft challenged them
to compofe; but they not being able
to do it, he made thematter ftill eafier,
challenging them to produce a fingle

(1) Seechap. ii. and chap, x.

VOL. I1.

chapter only (1), comparable to the
Korin in do&uneand cloquence.

I By the knowledge of Zon only. ]
Or containing feveral paflages wrap-

., pvd _up in dark and myfterious ex-

preffiops, »vehtich can proceed from,
P aft diRatly comprehended by,
non: but&op (2). ©

(8) See chlp.v Fu P 35

B " . works
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works%herein, and the fame fhall not be diminifthed
unto them. Thefe are they for whom no other re-
ward is prepared in the next life, except the fire of
hell: that which they have done in this life fhall
perifh ;:and that which they have wrought fhall be
vain. $hall he thercfore be compared with them, who
followeth the evident declaration of his Lorp, and
whom a witnefs from him™ attendeth, preceded by
the book of Mosks ", which was rcvealed fora guide,
and out of mercy to mankind? Thefe believe in the
Koran : but whofoever of the confederate infidels
believeth not therein, is thrcatened with the fire of
hell, which threat fhall certainly be exccuted: be not
therefore in a doubt concerming it; for it is the
truth from thy Lorn; but the greater part of men
will not beliecve. Who is more unjuft than he who
imagineth a lic concerning Goo? They fhall be fet
before their Lorp at ihe day of judgment, and the
witnefles ° fhall fay, Thefe are they who devifed lies
againft their Lorp.  Shall not the curfe of Gonb fall
onthe unjuft ; who turn men afide from the way of
Gon, and fcek to render 1t crooked, and who believe
notinthclifctocome? Thefe werenot able to prevail
againft GOD on carth, {o as to cfcape punithment ;
ncither had they any proteétors befides Gop: their
punifhment {hall be doubled unto them?™.  They
could not hear, ncither did they fece.  Thefe are
they who have lofl their fouls; and the idols which
they falfely imagined, have abandoned them. There
is no doubt but they fhall be moft miferable in the
world to come. But as for thofe who believe, and
do good works, and humble themfelves before their
Lorp, they fhall be the inhabitants of paradife ; they
thall remain therein for ever.  The fimilitude of the
two parties? is as the blind and the deaf, and as he

= A witnefs from hui] viz. The  members.
Kor&u; or, as oga':ri',fupyofe, the P Their punifhment fhall be don-

augel Gabriel. ;*v'd ¥\ 4. bled.] For they fhall ke punifhed
8 Prcoeded-%bebabk-of Mofes.]  both in this life, and in the next.
WhichLears tuflimony theroty 9 Of the two parties.] i. e The

® The witheffe3.]  That'is, The  believers and the infidels,
angels, and prophus, and their own

i who
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who feeth and heareth: fhall they be compared as
equal? Will ye not therefore confider? We formerly
fent Noau” unto his pcople; and he faid, Verily I
am a public preacher unto you; that ye worfhip
Gonpalone: verily I fear for you the punithment of
the terrible day. But the chiefs of his people, who
believed not, anfwered, We fee thee to be no other
than aman like unto us; and we do not fee that any
follow thce, cxcept thofe who are the moft abjeél
among us, who have believed on thee by a rafh
judgment®, neither do we perceive any excellence in
you above us: but we efteem you to beliars. Noau
faid, O my pcople, tell me; if I have rececived an
evident declaration from my Lorp, and he hath be-
ftowed on me mecrcy from himfelf, which is hidden
from you, do we compel you to receive the fame, in
cafc ye beaverle thereto.? O my people, I afk not
of you any riches, for my preaching unto you: my
reward is with Goo alone. I will notdriveaway thofe
who have bclicved': verily they fhall mect their
Lorp at the refurrcétion; but I perccive that yeare
ignorantmen. O my people, who fhallaffift meagainft
Gop, if I drive them away ? Will ye not therefore
confider? I fay not unto you, The treafures of Gop
are in my power; ncitherdo I fay, I know the fecrets
of GOD: ncither do I fay, Verily I am an angcl®;
neitherdo I fay of thofe whom your eycesdo contemn,
Gobp will by no means beftow good on them; (Gop
beft knoweth that which is in their fouls;) for then
fhould I certainly be one of the unjult. They an-
fwered, O, Noan, thou haft alrcady difputed with us,
and haft multiplied difputes with us; now therefore
do thou bring that punithment upon us, wherewith
thou haft threatened us, if thou {peakeft truth.

him to do, becaufe they were poor
mean people. The fime thing the
Koreifh demanded of Mohammed,

T Sce chap. 7.
* By arafh judgment.] For want
of mature confideration, and moved

by the firft impulfe of their fancy.
t 1 will not drive away thofe' who
have believed.] For this they afked

(1) Secchap. 6,
B2 «*

but he was forbidden to comply with
their requeft (1),
« U See chap, 6.

’

e ' NoAH
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Noas faid, Verily Gop alone fhall bring it upon
ou, if he pleafeth; and ye fhall not prevail againft
im, fo asto efcape the fame. Neither fhall my

counfel profit you, although I endeavour to coun-

fel you aright; if Gob fhall pleafe to lead you into
error. He is your Lorp, and unto him fhall ye
return. Will the Meccans fay, Monammep hath
forged the Koran? Anfwer, If I have forged it,
on me be my guilt; and let me be clear of that which
ye are guilty of. And it was revealed unto Noan,
faying, Verily none of thy people fhall believe,
except he who hath already believed: be not there-
fore grieved for that which they are doing. But
make an ark in our prefence, according to the form
and dimenfions which we have revealed unto thee:
and fpeak not unto me in behalf of thofe who have
afted unjuftly; for they are doomed to be drowned.

And he built the ark ; and {o often as a company of

his people paffed by him, they derided him™: but

he faid, Though ye fcoff at us now, we will fcoff at
you hereafter, as ye {coff at us; and ye fhall furely
know on whom a punifhment fhall beinfliéted, which
fhall cover him with fhame, and on whom a lafting
punifhment fhallfall. Thuswerethey employed until
our fentence was put in execution, and the oven
poured forthwater*. And we faid unto Noas, Carry

into

CHar. 11,

% They derided him.]  For build-

ing a veflel in an inland country, and
fo far from the fea; and for that he
was turned carpenter, after he had fet
up for aprophet (1).

% And the oven poured forth wa-
ter.] Or, as the original literally
fignifies, boiled over; which is con-
fonant to what the Rabbins fay, that
the waters of the deluge were boiling
bot.

This oven was, as fome fay, at
Cifa, in a {pot whereupon a mofque
now ftands; or, as others rather
think, in a certain place in India,

(1) Al Beinawir.

2) Idem,

{s¢) V. D’HexszroT, Bibl, Ox(icm. art. Noah.

orclfe at Ain Warda, in Mefopota-
mia (2); and its exundation was
the fign by which Noah knew the
flood was coming(3). Some pre-
tend that it was the fame oven
which Eve made ufe of to bake her
bread in, being of a form different
from thofe we ufe, having the
mouth in the upper part, and that
it defcended from patriarch to pa-
triarch, till it came to Noah(4). It
is remarkable that Mohammed, in
all probabilty, borrowed this cir~
cumftance from the Perfian Magi,
who alfo fancied that the firlt wa-

ters

(3) JarrAro'DDIN, &
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into theark of every fpeciesof animals onepair’, and
thy family*, (except him on whom a previous fen-
tence of deftruion hath paffed *,) and thofe who
believe®. But there believed not with him, except
afew. And Noan faid, Embark thereon, in the
name of Gop; while it moveth forward, and while
it ftandeth ftill*; for my Lorbp is gracious and mer-

ters of the deluge guthed out of the
oven of a certain old woman, named
Zala Ciifa (1).

But the word Tanniir, which is here
tranflated Oven, alfo fignifying the fu-
perficesof the earth,or a place whence
waters {pring forth, or where they are
colleéted, fome fuppofe it means no
more in this paffage, than the {pot or
fiffure whence the firft eruption of
waters brake forth,

¥ One pair.] Or, as the words
may alfo be rendered, and fome com-
mentators think they ought, two
Fair, that is, two males, and two
emales, of each fpecies; wherein

partly agree with divers Jewith
an Chril{ian writers (2), who, from
the Hcbrew expreffion, feven and
feven, and two and two, the male
and his female (3), fuppofe there
went into the ark fourteen pair of
every clean, and two pair of every
unclean, {pegies. There is a tradition
that Gop gathered together unto
Noah, all forts of beafts, birds, and
other animals, (it being indeed diffi-
cult to conceive how he fhould come
by them all, without fome fuperna-
tural affilance,) and that as he laid
hold on them, his right-hand con-
ftantly fell on the male, and his left
on the female (4).

* Thy family ] Namely, thy wife;
and thy fons, and their wives (5).

* Except him on whom a previous
fentence of deftruétion hath pafled.]

ciful,

This was an unbelieving fon of
Noah (6), named Canaan (7), or
Yam (8); though others fay he was
not the fon of Noah, but his grand-
fon by his fon Ham, or his wife's
fon by another hufband: nay, fome
rrctend he was related to him no
arther than by having been educated
and brought up in his houfe g).
The beft commentators add, that
Noah’s wife, named Waila, who was
an infidel, was alfo comprehended in
this exception, and perifhed with her
fon {10).

b ‘Aund thofe who believe.] Noah’s
family being mentioned before, it
is fuppofed that by thefe words are
intended the other believers, who
were his profelytes, but not of his
family : whence the common  opi-
nion among the Mohamrchans, .of
a greater number than eight being
faved in the ark feems to havetaken
itstife (11).

€ There believed not with him ex-
ceptafew.] Viz. lus other wite, who
was a tru¢ believer, his threc fons,
Shem, Ham, and Japhet, and ther
wives, and feventy-two perlons more

12).
( ‘)Emba\k thercon in the name of
Gop, while it moveth forward, and
while it ftandeth full ] That s,
omit no opportunity of getting on
board. According to a dufferent
reading, the lattr words may be
rendered, Who fhall caule it to move

(1) V. Hype de rel. vet. Perfar. and Lorbp’s account of the relig. of the

Perfecs, p. 9.
(3) Genef. vii. 2.
(7) Jarravro’ppin, Al Berpawir.

Zamaxusuari. V. D’Herser. Bibl. Orient, p. 676.
LaLo'pniN, Al ZAMAKHSHARI, Al Beinawi.

(13) Sce ibid,

B3

(2) ABEn Ezra, JusTin MarTvx, Oricrn, &ec.
(4) JaLLALO DDIN,

(6) Yanvya.
(9) Al
(20) Jar-
(13) See chap. vii.

(5) Al BE1paw1.
(8) EBN SHOHNAH.

forward,
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ciful. And the ark fwam with them between waves
like mountains®: and Noanu called up to his fon’,
who was feparated from him, faying, Embark with
us, my fon, and ftay not with the unbelievers. He
anfwered, I will get on a mountain, which will fe-
cure me from the water. Noan replied, There is
no fecurity this day from the decree of Gob, except
for him on whom he fhall have mercy. And a
wave pafled between them, and he became one of
thofe who were drowned. And it was faid, O ecarth,
fwallow up thy waters; and thou, O heaven, with-
hold thy rain. And immediately the water abated,
and the decree was fulfilled, and the ark rcfted on
the mountain Av Jup1?; and it was faid, Away with

Chuar. 11,

forward. and to flop, as there fhall
be occalion. ‘The commentators *ell
us, that the ark moved forwards,
or ftood ftll, as Noah would have
it, on his pronouncing only the
words, In the name of God (11,

It 15 to be obferved, that the more
judicions commentators make the
dimeniions of the ark to he the fame
with thofc affigned by Mofey (2 ;
notwithftanding  others have enlarg-
ed them moft extravagantly (3: as
fome Chrifhian wrters (4) have alfo
done. They likewife tcll us that
Noah was two years i bulding
the ark, which was framed of Indian
plane tree (5); that it was divided
mto three itones, of which the
Jower was defigned for the bealts,
the middle one for the men and
women, and the upper for the
birds (6); and that the men wcre
feparated from the women by the
body ot Adam, which Noazh had
taken into the aak (7). ‘This laft

(1) Al Beipawi, &c.

(2) 1dem, &ec.

the

is a tradition of the caftern Chrif-
tians (8, {fome of whom pretended
that the matrimonial duty was ju-
perfeded and fufpended during the
time Noah and his family were in
the ark {g); though Ham has been
accufed of not obferving continency
on that occafion, his wife, it fcems,
bringing forth Canaan n the very
ark 110).

¢ Between waves like mountains, ]
The waters prevailing fificen cubits
above the mountains (11).

f See above notc®.

¢ And the mk refled upon the
mountain Al Jad ? This mountain
is one of thofe which divide Armenia,
on the fouth, from Mcfopotamia, and
that pert of Alfyria which is inha-
bited by the Cuwrds, from whom the
mountains took the name ot Cerdu,
or Gardu, by the Greeks turned mnto
Gordyai, and other names (12).
Mount Al Judi (which name fecms
to be a corruption, though it be

cone

13; Yanva. V. Marrace,

i Alcor. p. 34:. 54) Oxricen. conti. Celf. 1. 4 V. Kircuer, de

Arca Noe. c.
Evrycn. p. 34
(7) Yanya.
part. 1. c. 14.

Patriarch. v. 1. p, .
Phaleg. 1. 1. c. 3‘., 9

5) Al Bripawi. V. D'Hrrsen. p. 675 &

(b) Al Brivpawi, V. Evrycn. amal. p. g4.

(8) Jacos. Eprssenus, apud Barcepham de parad,
rt Evrtven, ubi fup.

(9) Amsros. de Noa & Arca, c. 21. (
(12) Al BEipawi,

V. etiam Friezrr. pirke ¢. 23.
10) V. HriprGcrr. Hift.
(12) Sec Bocuart.
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the ungodly people! And Noan called upon his
Lorp, and faid, O Lorn, verily my fon is of my
family ; and thy promife is true®: for thou art the

moft juft of thofe who excrcife judgment.

GOD

anfwcred, O Noan, verily he is not of thy family':
this interccflion of thine for him, is not a righteous

work ¥,

conftantly fo written by the Arabs,
for Jordi, or Giordiz is allo called
Thamanin (1), probably {rom a
town at the foot of it{2}, fo named
irom the number of perfons faved
in the ark, the word Thamanin fig~
nifying cighty, and ovetlooks the
country of Diyar Rabiah, ncar the
cities of Mawfel, Forda. and Jau-
rat Ebn Omar, which lalt place one
affirms to be but four miles tiom the
place of the ark, and fays that a Mo-
hammedan temple  was built thore
with the remams of that veflel, by
the Khalif Omar Ebn Abd’alasi/,
whom he by miflake calls Omar Ebn
al Khattab 3\

The tradition which affirms the
ark to have refted on thefe moun-
tams muft have been very ancient,
fince it 1s the tradition ot “the Chal-
deans themfelves (4). The Chaldee
paraphrafts conicnt to  their opun-
on (5', which obtuned very much
formearly, efpecially among the eafi-
ern Chridlians (6}, To confum 1,
we arc told, that the remainders of
the ark weie to be feen on  the
Gordyean mountains.  Berofus and
Abyc‘ycum both declare thee was
fuch a veport wn their time {7°: the
firlt obferving that feveral of the in-
habitanty  thercabouts  feraped  the
pitch off the planks as a rarity, and
carricd it about them for an amu-~
let: and the latter faying, that they
ufed the wood of the veffel againit

(1) Georgr. Nub. p. 202.
& 676. & Acartniam, 1 14.p. 135

(4) Berosus, apud Jofeph. Amiq.ll. 1.C 4.
(6: V. Eurycn. Amal p. 41.

NATHAN, in Genef, viii. 4.

Alk not of me therefore that wherein thou

many difeafes with wonderful fuc-
cels.  The ielics of the ark were
alfo to be feen here in the time of
Epiphanius, f we may behieve him
(8). And we arc told the empeior
Heraclins went  from the town of
Thamanin up to the mountaiz Al
Judy, and faw the place of theark 7y, .
There was alfo formerly a taross
monaftery, called the monafiery of
the ark, upon fome of thefe mouu-
tains, where the Neflonans ubed to
celebrate a  teefl-day on the tpot
where they fuppofed the ark refied :
but i the year o1 Chnit 7700 that
monaflery  was dutroyed by light-
nmg. with the (hwchs and a nu-
merous  congregation it (10,
Suice which time 1t feems the aedat
of thiy tradition heth decdned, and
given place to another, which oh-
tans at prefent, and according to
which the awk refled on mownt Malis,
in Armema,  called by the Tuks,
Aslnr dogh, or the heavy or great
mountain, and  fituate  al out twg.ve
leaunes fouth-caft of Ervan 11}

5 Thy promule s true | Nuah
here ciallenges Gow's prounde,  that
he wauld fave his tamuly,

* e s not of thy tanaly.] Being
cut ofl fiomn it on account of lus -
fidelity.

k Nccording to a ditferant 1eadang,
this peilage may be rendered, kor he
hath acted unrighteoufly.

(2) V. D’Hrrrer. Bibl. Orient. p. 404

(3) Bengamix Iuner. p 61.
(5) Onnrios & Jo-
7. BEe

®osus, apud Jofeph. ubi fup. Apvprxus, apud Eufeb. Prap. Ev. L 9.

<4 (8) Erren. Haref. 18,

(9) Ermacin, Ltc.2 (10} V.

Chronic. Dronyst1 patriarch,  Jacobitar. apud Affeman. Bibl. Onent T.

2. p. 113 (11, Al Beipawn.

B4

haft
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baft no knowledge: I admonifh thee, that thou be-
come not one of the ignorant. Noas faid, O Lorp,
I have recourfe unto thee for the affiftance of thy
grace, that I afk not of thee that wherein T have no
knowledge: and unlefs thou forgive me, and be
merciful unto me, I thall be one of thofe who perith.
It was faid unto him, O Noan, come down from
the ark’, with peace from us, and bleflings upon
thee, and upon a part of thofe who are with thee™:
but as for a part of them®, we will fuffer them to
enjoy the provifionof thisworld; and afterwards fhall
a grievous punifthment fromi us be inflitted on them,
inthe life to come. This is a fecret hiftory , which we
reveal unto thee: thou didft not know it, ncither
did thy people before this. Wherefore perfevere
with patience; for the profperous iffue fhall attend
the prous. And unto the tribe of Ap we fent their
brother Hup°. He faid, O my people, worfhip
Gop; ye have no Gop befides him: ye only ima-
gine falfchood, in fetting up idols and interceffors of
your own making. O my people, I afk not of you
for this my preaching, any recompenfe: my recom-
penfe do I expeét from him only, who hath created
me. Will ye not therefore underftand? O my peo-
ple, afk pardon of your Lorp; and be turned unto
him: he will {fend the heaven to pour forth rain plen-
tifully upon you®; and he will increafe your ftrength
by giving unto you farther ftrength?: therefore turn

Cuar. 11.

4 Come down from the ark, &r.a
The Mohammedans fay that Noa
went into the ark on the tenth of Ra-
jeb, and came out of it the tenth of
al Moharram ; which therefore be-
came a faft. So that the whole time
of Noah’s being in the ark, according
to them, was fix months (1).

m With peace, and blefling, on a
part of them.] viz. Such of them as
centinued in their belief.

® But a for a part of them.] That
is, fuch of his poflerity as fhould

(1) Al Bxipawi. See D’HerBEL, ubi fup.

chap. 4. (3) Al Beipawi,

depart from the true faith, and fall
into idolatry.

© Sec chap. 7.

P He will lend you rain plentiful-
]I] For the Adites were grievoully

ilirefled by a diought for three
years [ 2).

9 And will increafe your flrength.
By giving you children ; the wombs
of their wives being alfo rendered
barren, during the time of the diought,
as well as their Jands (3).

(2) See the notes to

not



not afide to commit cvil. They anfwered, O Hup,
thou haft brought us no proof of what thou fayeft;
therefore we will not leave our gods for thy faying,
neitherdo we bclievethee. 'We fay no otherthan that
fome of our gods have afllitted thee withevil®. He
replied, Verily I call Gob to witnefs, and do ye alfo
bear witnefs, that I am clear of that which ye aflociate
with GOD, befides him. Do ye all therefore jointo
devife a plot againft me, and tarry not; for I putmy
confidenceinGop, my Lorp and your I.orp. There
is no beall, but he holdeth it by its forelock®: verily
my Lorp proceedcth in the right way. Butif yeturn
back, I havealready declared unto you that with which
I was fent unto you; and my Lorbp fhall {fubftitute
another nation in your ftead; and ye fhall not hurt
him at all: for my Lorp is guardian over all things.
And when our fentence came to be put in execution,
we delivered Hup, and thofc who had believed with
him*, through our mercy ; and wedelivered them from
a grievouspunifhment. And thistribe of A p wittingly
rejetted the figns of their Lorp, and were difobedient
unto hismcflengers, and they followed the command
of every rebellious perverfe perfon. Wherefore they
were followed in this world by a curfe, and they fhall
be followed by the fame on the day of refurrettion.
Did not Ap difbelieve in their Lorp? Was it not
faid, Away with Ap, the people of Hup? And
unto the tribe of Tuamup we fent their brother
Saren®. He faid unto them, O my people, worfhip
Gop; yc have no Gop befides him. Itis he who
hath produced you out of the earth, and hath given
you an habitation therein. Afk pardon of him there-

F Have afflicted thee with evil.:} Or A creature held in this manner being

madnefs ; having deprived thee of th fuppofed to be reduced to the lowelt

reafon for the indigaities thou haft of-  fubjection.

fered them. t And thofe who belicved with
* There is no beaft but he holdeth  him.] Who were in number four

it by its forelock.] That is, he ex-  thoufand (1).

erciznh an abfolute power over it. ¥ Sce chap. 7.

(1) AlBripawi
fore,
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fore, and be turned unto him; for my Lorbp is near,
and ready to anfwer. They anfwered, O SaLem,
thou waft a perfon on whom we placed our hopes
before this*. Doft thou forbid us to worfhip that
which our fathers worfhipped? But we are certainly
in doubt concerning the religion to which thou doft
invite us, asjuftly to be fufpected. Savren faid, O
my people, tell me; if I have received an evident
declaration from my Lorp, and he hath beftowed
on me mercy from himfelf ; who will proteét me
from the vengeance of Gop, if I be difobedicnt unto
him? For ye fhall not add unto me, other than lofs.
And he faid, O my people, this fhe-camel of Gobp is
a fign unto you ; therefore difmifs her freely, that fhe
may feed in Gobp’s earth, and do her no harm, left
a fwift punifhment feize you. Yet they killed her;
and Saren faid, Enjoy yourfelvesin your dwellings
for three days*, after which ye fhall be deftroyed.
This isaninfallible predi¢tion. And whenour decree
came to be executed, we delivered SaLen, and thofe
who believed with him, through our mercy, from
the difgrace of that day; for thy Lorp is the firong,
the mighty GOD. But aterrible noife from heaven
aflailed thofe who had atted unjufily; and in the
morning they were found in their houfes, lying dead
and proftrate; as though they bad never dwelt
therein. Did not Tuamubp difbelieve intheir Lorp?
Was not Tuamup caft far away? Our meflengers?
alfo came formerly unto Asranawm, with good tid.

Csar. 11,

w We had placed our hopes on
thee before this.] Defigning to have
'made thee our prince, becaufe of the
fingular prudence, and other good
qualities, which we obferved in thee;
but thy difenting from us in point of
religious worfhip has fraftrated thofe
hopes (1).

X For three days.] viz. Wednef.
day, Thurfday, and Friday (2). Sce
chap. 7.

(1) Al Bzipawi.
Gen. xviii.

(2) Idem.

Y Our meffengers.] Thefe were
the angels, who were fent to ac-
quaint Abraham with the promife of
Ifaac, and to deftroy Sodom aud Go-
morrah.  Some of the commentators
pretend they were twelve, or nine,
or ten in number; but others, agree-
ably to {fcripture, fay they were but
three, viz. Gabricl, Michael, and
Tirafil (3). :

(3) Idem. Jarraro’opin.  See

ings:
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ings: They faid, Peace be upon thee. And he an:
{wered, And on you be peace! and he tarried not, but
brought a roafted calf. And when he faw that their
hands did not touch the meat, he mifliked them,
and entertained a fear of them*. But they faid,
Fcar not: for we are fent unto the people of Lot®.
And his wife Saran was ftanding by®, and fhe
laughed, and we promifed her Isaac, and after
Isaac, Jacos. She faid, Alas! fhall I bear a fon,
who am old; this my hufband alfo being advanced in
years’? Verily this would be a wonderful thing.
The angels anfwered, Doft thou wonder at the effett
of the command of Gop? The mercy of Gop and
his bleflings be upon you, the family of the houfe*:
for he is praife-worthy, and to be glorified. And
when his apprehenfion had departed from Asranawm,
and the good tidings of Isaac’s birth had come un.--
to him, he difputed with us cancerning the people of
Lotr’: for Apranam was a pitiful, compaflionate,

and

® He entertained a fear of them.]
Apprehending they had fome ill de-
fign againft him, becaufc they would
not eat with him,

* We are fent unto the pcople of
Lot.] Being angels, whofe nature
needs not the {upport of food (1).

b Sarah was ftanding by.] Either
behind the curtain or door of the
tent ; or clfe waiting upon them.

¢ And fhe langhcdq The com-
mentators are fo little acquainted
with feripture, that, not knowing
the true occafion of Sarah’s laugh-
ter, they ftrain their inventions to
give fome reafon for it. One fays,
that fhe laughed at the angels dil-
covering themielves, and ridding
Abraham and herfelf of their appre-
henfions; and another, that it was
at the approaching deftru€tion of
the Sodomites, (a very probable mo-
tive in one of her fex.) Some how-
ever interpret the original word dif-
ferently, and will have it that fhe
did not laugh, but that her couries,

(1) Al Bzipawi, Jarraro’opin.  Sce Gen. xviii.
(3) V. Gen. xviii. 83, &c.

LALO'DDIN, Al ZAMAKHSHARI.

which had flopped for feveral years,
came upon her at this time, as a
previous fign of her future concep-
tion (2).

d Shall T bear a fon who am old,
my hufband alfo being advanced in
years ?] Al Bridawi writes, that Sa-
rah was then ninetv or nincty-nine
years old, and Abraham an hundred
and twenty.

€ The family of the houfe.j Or
the ftock whence all the prophets
were to proceed for the tuture.  Or
the expreflion may perhaps refer to
Abraham and }fmael’s building the
Caaba, which is often called, by way
of excellence, The houfe.

f He difputed with us concerning
the people of Lot.] That is, he in-
terceded with us for them (3). Jal-
lalo’ddin, inftead of the numbers
mentioned by Mofcs, fays. that A-
braham firlt" afked whecther Goo
would deftroy thofe cities if three
hundred righteous perfons were
found thercin, and fo fell fncceﬂiv‘c-

(2) Idem, Jar=
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and devout perfon. Theangelsfaid untohim, O Asra-
HAM, abftain from this; for now is the command
of thy Lorp come, to put their fentencein execution,
and an inevitable punifhment is ready to fall upon
them. And when our meflengers came unto LoT,
he was troubled for them®, and his arm was ftrait-
ened concerning them®, and he faid, This is a
grievous day. And his people came unto him, rufh-
ing upon him: and they had formerly been guilty of
wickednefs. Lot faid unto them, O my people, thefe
my daughters are more lawful for you: therefore fear
Gob, and put me not to fhame by wronging my
guefts. Is there not a man of prudence among you?
They anfwered, Thou knoweft that we have no need
of thy daughters; and thou well knoweft what we
would have. He faid, If I had ftrength fufficient to
oppofe you, or I could have recourfe untoa powerful
fupport, I would certainly do it. The angels faid, O
Lor, verily we are the meflengers of thy Lorp;
they fhall by no means come in unto thee’. Go
forth therefore with thy family, in fome part of the
night, and let not any of you turn back: but as for
thy wife*, that fhall happen ynto her which fhall

happen

1y to two hundred, forty, fourteen,
and at laft came to one: but there
was not one righteous perfon to be
found among them, except only Lot
and his family.

¢ He was troubled for them.] Be-
caufe they appeared in the fhape of
beautiful "young men, which muft
needs tempt thofe of Sodom to abufe

briel, feeing his diftrefs, ftruck them
on the face with one of his wings,
and blinded them: {o that they
moved off, crying out for help, and
faying that Lot had magicians in his
houfe.

¥ But as for the wife, &c.] This
feems to be the true fenfe “of the

them (1).

® His arm was firaitened concem-
ing them.] i. ¢. He knew himfelf
unable to” prote& them againft the
infults of hjs town{men.

! The angels {aid, O Lot—tl
fhall by no means come in unto thee.
Al Beidiwi fays, that Lot fhut
his door, and argued the matter with
the riotous aflembly from*behind it ;
but at length they endeavoured to
get over the wall: whereupon Ga-

{1) JarrLaLo’oDIN, Al BeipAWI.

paffage; but, according to a differ-
ent reading of the vowel, fome in-
terpret it, Except thy wife; the
meaning being, that "Lot is here
commanded to take his famiiy with
him, except his wife. Whercfore the
commentators cannot agree whether
Lot’s wife went forth with him
or not; fome denying it, and pre-
tending that fhe was left behind,
and perithed in the common de-
firuétion; and others affirming it,
and faying, that when fhe heard the

noife

V. Josern. Ant. 1. 1. ¢c. 13,
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happen unto them. Verily the predi&ion of their
punifhment fhall be fulfilled in the morning: Is not
the morning near ? And when our command came, we
turned thofe cities upfide down', and we rained upon
them ftones of baked clay ®, one foilowing another,
and being marked”, from thy Lorp; and they are
not far diftant from thofe who aét unjuftly°. And
unto Map1an we fent their brother Suoars®: he
faid, O my people, worfhip Gon; ye have no Gop
but him: and diminifh not meafure and weight.
Verily I fee you to be in a happy condition®: but I
fear for you the punifhment of the day which will
encompafs the ungodly. O my people, give full
meafure, and juft weight; and diminifh not unto men
ought of their matters; neither commit injuftice in
the earth, a€ting corruptly. The refidue which fhall
remain unto you asthe gift of Gop, afterye fhall have
done juftice to others, will be better for you, than
wealth gotten by fraud; if yebe true believers. Iam
no guardian over you. They anfwered, O Snoais,
do thy prayers enjoin thee, that we fhould leave the

noife of the fform, and overthrow of
the cities, fhe turned back, lamenting
their fate, and wasimmediately firuck
down and killed by one of the ftoncs
mentioned a little lower (1). A pu-
nifhment fhe juftly merited for her in-
fidelity, and difobedience to her huf-
band (2).

1 We turned thofe cities upfide
down.] For they tell us, that Ga-
briel thruft his wing under them,
and lifted them up fo high, that
the inhahitants of the lower heaven
heard the barking of the dogs, and
the crowing of the cocks; and then
inverting them, threw them down to
the earth (3).

™ Stones of baked clay.] The kiln
whercin they were burned, fome ima-
gine to have been hell.

® And being marked.] That is,
as fome fuppole, fireaked with white
and red, or having fome other pe-

(1) Idem interpretes.
Biipawi.  (¢) ldem.

(2] Sce chap. lxvi.

culiar mark to diftinguifh them
from ordinary ftones. But the com-
mon opinion is, that each flone had
the name of the perfon who was to
be killed by it written thereon (4).
The army of Abraba al Afhram was
alfo deftroyed by the fame kind of
ftones.

© And they are not far diftant from
thofc who att unjuftly ] This is 2
kind of threat to other wicked per-
fons, and particularly to the infidels
of Mecca, who deferved, and might
juftly apprehend, the fame punifh-
ment,

P See chap. vii.

9 | fee you to be in a happy con-
dition.] Thatis, enjoying plenty of
all things; and therefore %Iavmg the
lefs occafion to defraud one another,
and being the more Rrougly bound
to be thankful and obcdient unto
Gon.

(3) JaLraro’ooin, Al

gods
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gods which our fathers worfhipped ; or that we fhould
not do what we pleafe with our {ubftance*? Thou
only, it feems, art the wife perfon, and fit to dire&.
He faid, O my pcople, tcll me; if 1 havereceived
an evident declaration from my Lorp, and he hath
beftowed onme an excellent provifion,and I willnot
confent unto you in that which 1 forbid you; do I
feek any othcr than your reformation to the utmoft
of my power? My {upport is from Gob alone; on
him do I truft, and unto him do I turn me. O my
people, let not your oppofing of me, draw on youa
vengeance like unto that which fell on the people of
Noan, orthe pcople of Hup, orthe pecopleof SaLEH :
neither was the people of Lo far diftant from you".
Afk pardon therefore of your Lorp; and be turned
unto him; for my Lorpismerciful, and loving. They
anfwcred, O Snoais, we underftand not much of
what thou fayeft; and we fec thec to be a man of no
power* among us: if it had not been for the fake of
thy family®, we had furely ftoned thee, neither
couldeft thou have prevailed againft us. Suoars
faid, O my people, is my family more worthy inyour
opinion, than Gop? and do ye caft him bchind you
with neglect? Verily my Lorp comprehendeth that
which ye do. O my people, do ye work according
to your condition ; I will furely work according to my

* That we fhould not do what we

alfo, in the Hamyaritic diale&t, Blind,
lcafe with our fubftance.  For this

fome fuppofe that Shoaib was fo,
and that the

iberty they imagined was taken from
them, by his prohibition of falfe
weights and mealures, or to diminith
or adulterate their coun (1),

* Nvither was the people of Lot far
diftant from you.] For Sodom and
Gomorrsh were fituate not a great
way from you, and their deftruflion
happened not many ages ago ; ncither
dig t! deferve it, on account of
their obftinacy and wickednefs, much
more than yourfelves.

A man of no power.] The
Arabic word Daif, Weak, fignifying

(1) Al Beipawi,

Midianites objefted
that to him, asa delc@t which dif-
qualified him for the prophetic
office.

& For the fake of thy family.] i. e.
For the 1efpet we bear to thy fa-
mily and relations, whom we ho-
nour as being of our religion, and
a0t for any apprehenfion we have
of their power to affit you againft
us, The original word, here tran-
{lsted Family, fignifies any number
{rom three to feven or ten, but not
more (2).

(s) Idem.

duty,
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duty”. Andye fhall certainly know on whom will
be infli€ted a punifhment which fhall cover him with
fhame, and who isaliar. Wait therefore the event;
for I alfo will wait it with you. Wherefore when our
decree came to be executed, we delivered Snoars and
thofe who believed with him, through ourmercy : and
aterrible noife from heaven affailed thofe who had aét-
ed unjuftly; and in the morning they were found in
their houfes lying dead and proftrate, as though they
had never dwelt therein. Was not Manian removed
from off the earth, as Tuamup had been removed?
And we formerly fent Mosks with our figns, and ma-
nifeft power, unto Puaraou and his princes*: but
they followed the command of Puarason; although
the command of Puaraosn did not dircct them aright.
Puaraon fhall precede his people on the day of refur-
re&ion, and he fhall lead them into hell fire; an un-
happy way fhall it be which they {hall be led. They
were followed in this life by a curfe, and on the da

of refurre€tion miferable fhall be the gift which fhall
be given them. This is a part of the hiftories of
the cities, which we rchearfe unto thce. Of them
there are fome ftanding; and others which are ut-
terly demolifhed”. And we treated them not un-
juftly, but they dealt unjuitly with their own fouls:
and their gods which they invoked, befides Gob,
were of no advantage unto them at all, when the de-
cree of thy Lorp camc to be exccuted on them,
neither were they any other than a detriment unto
them. And thus was the punifhment of thy Lorb in-
{litted, when he punifhed the cities which were un-
juft; for his punithment is grievous and fevere. Verily
hereinis a fign unto him who feareth the punifhment
of the laft-day: that fhall be a day whereon all men
fhall be aflembled, and that fhall be a day whereon
witnels fhall be borne: we defer it not, but to a

¥ Sce chap. 6. different images of corn Randing and
X See chap. 7. cut down, which 1s alfo ofien uled by
¥ Demolifhed.] Literally, mowen  the facred writers.

down: the lentence prefenting the

detecrmined
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determined time. When that day fhall come, no
foul fhall fpeak to excufe itfelf, or to intercede for ano-
ther, but by the permiffion of GOD. Of them one
fhall be miferable, and another fhall be happy. And
they who fhall be miferable, fhall be thrown into hell-
fire ; there fhall they wail and bemoan themfelves*:
they fhall remain therein {o long as the heavens and
the earth fhall endure*®; except what thy Lorbp fhall
pleafe to remit of their fentence®; for thy Lorb ef-
fefteth that which he pleafeth. But they who fhall
be happy, fhall be admitted into paradife; they fhall
remain therein fo long as the heavens and the earth
endure ; befides what thy Lorp fhall pleafe to add
unto their blifs; a bounty which fhall not be inter-
rupted. Be not therefore in doubt concerning that
which thefe men worthip: they worfhip no other than
what their fathers wor&ipped before them; and we
will furely give them their full portion, not in the
leaft diminifhed. We formerly gave unto Moszs
the book of the law; and difputes arofe among his
people concerningit: and unlefsa previous decree had
proceeded from thy Lorp, to bear with them during
this life, the matter had been furely decided between
them. And thy people are alfo jealous and in doubt
concerning the Koran. But unto every one of them
will thy Lorp render the reward of their works; for
he well knoweth that which they do. Be thou ftedfaft
therefore, as thou haft been commanded; and let
him alfo be ftedfaft who {hall be converted with thee;

3 There fhall they wail and be-
moan themfelves,] The two words
in the original fignify properly, the
vehement drawing in and expiration
of anc’s breath, whichis ufual to per-
fons in great pain and anguith; and
particularly the reciprocation of the
voice of an afs, when he brays.

* So long as the heavens and the
earth fhall endure.] This is not to
be fri@tly underflood, as if either
the punifhment of the damned fhould

have an end, or the heavens and the
carth fhould endure for ever; the
expreflion being only ufed by way
of image or comparifon, which needs
not agree in every point with the
thing fignified. Some, however, think
the future heavens and earth, into
which the prefent fhall be cchanged,
are here meant (1).

b See the Prelim. Dif. Se&. IV.
p. 128, 123,

(1) Al Bzipawi.

and



and tranfgrefs not: for he feeth that which ye do.
And incline not unto thofe who aét unjuftly, left the
fire of hell touch you: for ye have no proteétors,
except Gob ; neither fhall ye be affifted againft him.
Pray regularly morning and evening®, and in the
former part of the night?, for good works drive
away evils. This is an admonition unto thofe who
confider: wherefore perfevere with patience; for
Gobo fuffercth not the reward of the righteous to pe-
rith. Were fuch of the generations before you en-
dued with underftanding and virtue, who forbad the
afting corruptly in the earth, any more than a few
only of thofe whom we delivered? But they who
were unjuft followed the delights which they enjoyed
in this world®, and were wicked doers‘: and thy
Lorp was not of fuch a difpofition as to deftroy the
cities unjuftly !, while their inhabitants behaved
themfelves uprightly. And if thy Lorp pleafed, he
would have made all men of one religion: but they
thall not ceafe to differ among themfelves, uniefs
thofe on whom thy Lorp fhall have mercy: and
unto this hath he created them; for the word of thy
Lorp fhall be fulfilled, when he faid, Verily I will
fill hell altogether with genii and men. The whole
which we have related of the hiftories of our apoftles
do we relate unto thee, that we may confirm thy
heart thereby; and herein is the truth come unto
thec, and an admonition, and a warning unto the
true believers. Say unto thofe who believe not, A&t

¢ Mormming aod evening]  Lite-
rally, in the two extremitics of the

daz.
And in the former part of the
night.] That is, after fun-fet, and
beforé fupper; when the Moham-
medans fay their fourth prayer, called
by them Salit al moghreb, or the
evening prayer (1),

¢ Followed the delights which they
enjoyed in this world.] Making it
their fole bufines to pleafe their

luxurious defires and appetites, and
placing their whole felicity therein.

f Al Beidiawi fays, that this paf-
fage gives the reafon why the nations
were deflroyed of old ; viz, for their
violence and injuftice, their following
their own lufts, and for their idolatry
and unbeliet,

& Unjuitly.] Or, as the commen-
tator juft named cxplains it, for their
idolatry only, when they obferved
juftice in other refpets.

(1) Al ;Bnnmvn.

VOL. Il
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ye according to your condition; we furely will a&t
according to our duty”: and wait the iffue; for we
certainly waititalfo. Unto Gop is known that which
is fecret in heaven and carth; and unto him fhall the
whole matter be referred. Therefore worfhip him,
and put thy truft in him; for thy Lorp is not regard-
lefs of that which ye do.

 Sce chap. 6.

CHAP. XII
Intitled, Josepn'; revealed at Mecca.
In the name of the moft merciful Gob.

L. R.* Thefe are the figns of the perfpicuous
A book ; which we have fent down in the Arabic
tongue, that peradventure ye might underftand. We
relate unto thee a moft excellent hiftory, by revealing
unto thee this Koran', whereas thou waft before one
of thenegligent ™. When Joseps faid unto his father®,
O my father, verily I faw in my dream eleven ftars®,
and the fun and the moon; I faw them make

i The Koreifh, thinking to puzzle
Mohammed, at the infligation, and
by the direttion, of certain Jewifh
Rabbins, demanded of him how
Jacob’s family happened to go down
into Egypt; and that he would re-
late to them the hiftory of Jofeph,
with all its circumftances: where-
upon he pretended to have received
this chapter from heaven, containing
the flory of that patriarch (1). Itis
faid, however, to have been rcjefted
by two Mohammedan fe@s, branches
o¥ the Khirejites, called the Aja-
redites and the Maiminians, as apo-
cryphal and fpurious.

k Sec the Prelim. Dif. p. 78, &e.

4 This Korén.] Or this particu-
lar chapter. For the word Korin,
as has iem elfewhere obferved (2),
properly fignifying no more than a

(1) Al Berpawr,
(3) Al Brinaws, &c.

reading, or lefture, is often ufed to
denote, not only the whole volume,
but any diftinét chapter, or fe€tion of

it.

™ One of the nogligent.] i.e. So
far from being acquainted with the
ftory, that it never fo much as en-
tered into thy thoughts: a certain ar-
gument, fays al Beidéwi, that it
muft have been revealed to him from
heaven,

® His father.] Who was Jacob,
the fon of 1faac, the fon of Abra-
ham (3).

© Eleven ftars.] The commentators
give us the names of thefe ftars,
(which I think it necdlefs to trouble
the reader with,) as Mohammed re-
peated them, at the requeft of a Jew,
who thought to entrap him by the
queftion (4).

(2) Prelim, Dif. Se&. II1. p. 74.
{4) 1dem. Al ZAMAKHSHARI.

obeifance
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obeifance unto me. Jacos faid, O my child, tell
not thy vifion to thy brethren, left they devife fome
plot againft thee *; for the devil is a profefled enemy
unto man: and thus, according tothy dream, thall thy
Lorp chufe thee, and teach thee the interpretation
of dark fayings®, and he fhallaccomplifh his favour
upon thee and upon the family of Jacos, as he hath
formerly accomplifhed it upon thy fathers Aprananm
and Isaac; for thy Lorp is knowing and wife.
Surely in the hiftory of Josern and his brethren there
are figns of GOD’s providence to the inquifitive;
when they faid to one another, Josern and his bro-
therrare dearer to our father than we, who are the
greater number: our father certainly maketh awrong
judgment. Wherefore flay Joseen, or drive him
into fome diftant or defart part of the earth, and the
face of your father fhall be cleared toward you *;
and ye fhall afterwards be people of integrity. One
of them* fpoke and faid, Slay not Josers, but
throw him to the bottom of the well; and fome tra-
vellers will take him up, if ye do this. They faid
unto Jacos, O father, why doft thounot intruft
Joseru with us, fince weare fincere well-withers un-
to him? Send him with us to-morrow, into the field,

.and ye will have no rival in his
favour, -

t One of them, ‘8:c.:r|1 This perfon,
‘as fome fay, was Judah, the moft

P Left they devife fome plot againﬁ
thee.] For they fay, Jacob, judging
that Jofeph’s dream portended his ad-
vancement above the reft of the fami-

ly, juftly apprehended his brethren’s -

envy might tempt them to do him
fome mifchief.

9 The interpretation of dark fay-".

ings.] That is, of dreams; or, as
others fuppofe, of the profound paf-
fages of ljc’rl tur, and all difficulties
relpefling either religion or jultice.

¥ His brother.] Viz. Benjamin ;
his brother by the fame mother,

% The face of your father fhall be
cleared towards you.] Or, he will
fettle his love wholly upon you,

(1) 1dem,

(2) Gen. xxxvii.'21, 28,

¢ -

prudent and noble-minded of them
all; or, according to others, Reuben,
whom the Mohammedan writers call
Rubil (1). And both thefe opinions
are {upported by the account of Mo-
fes, who tells us, that Reuben adviled
them not to kill Jofcph, butto throw
him into a pit privatcly, intending to
releafe him (2); and that afterwards
l,udah, in Reuben’s abfence, pere
uaded them not to let him dic in the
{:iz, but to {ell him to the Ifhmaelites

3)

(3) Ibid. v. 96, 87.

that
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that he may divert himfelf, and fport®, and we will
be his guardians. ]acos anfwered, It grieveth me
that ye take him away; and I fear lcft the wolf de-
"vour him™ while ye are negligent of him. They
faid, Surely if the wolf devour him, when there are
fo many of us, we fhall be weak indeed*. And when
they had carried him with them, and agreed to fet
himatthe bottom of the well, they executed theirde-
fign:and we fent arevelationuntohim*, faying, Thou
fhalt hereafter declare this their aftion unto them ;
and they fhall not perccive thee to be Josern. And
they eame to their father at even, weeping, and faid,

CHar. 12.

8 That he may divart himfelf, &¢.]
Some copies read, in the firft per-
fon plural, That we may divert our-
felves, &c.

w Left the wolf devour him.] The
reafon why Jacob feared this beaft
m particular, as the commentators
fay, was either becaufe the land
was full of wolves; or elfe becaufe

acob had dreamed he faw Jofeph
evoured by one of thofe creatures

1),

)" We fhall be weak indeed.] i.e.
It will be an inftance of extremeweak-
nefs and folly inus, and we fhall be
juftly blamed for his lofs.

Y ‘At the bottom of the well.]
This well, fay fome, was a certain
well near Jerufalem. or not far from
the river Jordan; but others call it
the well of Egypt, or Midian. The
commentators tell us, that when
the fons of Jacob had gotten Jofcph
with them in the field, they began
to abufe and beat him fo unmerci-
fully, that they had killed him, had
not Judah, on his crying out for
help, infifted on the promife they
had made, not to kill him, but to
caft him into the well. Where.
upon they let him down a litle
way; but as he held by the fides
of the well, they bound him, and
took off his inner garment, dcfign-
ing to flain it with blood, to de-

(1) Al Bripawi, {ALLALO'DMN.

(3 See chap. xxi.

ccive their father.  Jofeph begged
hard to have his garment return-
ed him, but to no purpofe, his
brothers telling him, with a fneer,
that the eleven ftars and the fun
and the moon might clothe him and
keep him company. When they
had Jet him down half way, they
let him fall thence to the g'ottom;
and there being water in the well,
Llho’ the feripture fays the contrary),
e was obliged to get upon a ftone,
on which, as he ftood weeping, the
angel Gabricl came to him with the
revclation mentioned immediatcly
2). .
3 We fent a revelation unto him.]
Jofeph  being  then  but feventeen
anrs old, Al Beidiwi obferves, that
crein he 1efembled John the Baptift
and Jesus, who were alfo favoured
with the divine communication very
carly.  The commentators pretend
that Gabriel alfo clothed him in
the well with a garment of filk of
paradife, For they fay, that when
Abraham was thrown into the fire by
Nimrod (3), he was ftripped; and
that Gabriel brought this garment,
and put it on him; and that from
Abraham it defcended to Jacob,
who folded it up, and put it into
anamulet, which he hung about Jo-
feph’s neck, whence Gabriel drew it
out (4).

Al ZaMAKHSHARI,

(2) Idem.

4¢) Al Beipawiy Al ZaMAaKHSHARIL,

Father,
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Father, we went and ran races with one another*, and
we left Josern with our baggage, and the wolf hath
devoured him ; but thou wilt not believe us, although
we fpeak the truth. And they produced his inner
garment ftained with falfe blood.  Jacos anfwered,
Nay, but yc yourfelves have contrived the thing for
your own fakes®: however, patience is moft be-
coming, and Gop’s afliftance is to be implored to en-
able me to fupport the misfortune which ye relate.
And certain travcllers© came, and {ent onc" to draw
water for them : and he let down his bucket®, and faid,
Goodnews'! this is a youth. And they concealed
him®, that they might fell him as a piece of merchan-
dife: but Gop knew that which they did. And they
fold him for a mean price, for a few pence”, and

* And ran races, &c.] Thele ra-
ces they ufed by way of exercife; and
the commentators generally under-
ftand here that kind of race wherein
they alfo fhewed their dexterity in
throwing darts, which is ftll ufed
in the eaft.

b Ye¢ yourfelves have contrived the
thing, &c.] This Jacob had reafon
to {ufpet, becaufe, when the garment
was brought to him. he obferved,
that though it was bloody, yet it was
not torn (1).

¢ Certain travellers.] Viz, a ca-
ravan or compauny travelling from
Midian to Egypt, who 1cfled near
the well three days after Jofeph had
been thrown into it.

¢ They fent one to draw water,
&c.] The commentators are fo ex-
at “as to give us the name of this
man, who, as they pretend, was
Malec Ebn Dhor, of the tribe of
Khoziah (2).

¢ He let down his bucket.] And
Jofeph, making ufe of the oppor-
tunity, took hold of the cord, and
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