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PREFACE.

%HE Author of this work has had the honor of being invited to take part
in the proceedings of the Firra INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ORIEN-

TALISTS, to be held at Berlin in September next. In grateful acknowledgment

of the compliment paid to him (to which he is not in a position to respond by

personal attendance ), he has written the following allegorical paper with a view
to its being submitted before the learned Assembly. He regrets that there is

not sufficient time to enable him to render his work, and the special subjects

which are the life and soul of his work, as exhaustive and comprehensive

as he could wish.
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IXTRODBGTORY.

Tuey stood before India’s Guardian Divinity—those five celestial
musicians—with radiant countenances and with the glory of heaven around
them. They had been summoned before that lovely Presence, and they had
hastened to obey. As thus they stood expectant, the grave but melodious
voice of the goddess ravished their ears : —

“Children beloved, I have to entrust you with a mission of importance
and honor. A friendly missive from the West has come speeding all the way
over the black waters in which the learned and the great of Europe invite me
to be present at one of their mighty gatherings which have tended, year by
year, to bind the East and the West in friendlier bonds of union. The
noble sons of Germany, whose unceasing efforts, like the fructifying sun, have
caused the lotus of Sanskrit literature to unfold its petals one by one in that
distant and alien land, have done me this honor, and it is meet that I should
respond to the friendly invitation by sending some of my children to represent
me worthily at the great Congress to be held in the German capital. You, my
children, have I chosen for this mission. Versed in the science and art of
music, disciples beloved of Brahma, adored of both gods and men, who so
worthy as you to be the representatives of this glorious land in the midst of
strangers! Go, therefore, my beloved children, speed over the boundless ocean
to that mighty assembly of great men, and carry with you offerings of deathless
flowers culled from the fragrant gardens of Indian Music.”

With heads bent low the five celestial Beings received the commands of
India’s Guardian Divinity. Swifter than the levin flash they crossed interven-
ing oceans and arrived where, in that mighty capital, Berlin, the master-minds
of the West, those illuminati in science and arts, were assembled in solemn
conclave, each shining in his sphere as the constellations which adorn heaven's
azure brow. Reverently making their obeisance to the august assembly
and laying down before them their respective offerings, each, in his turn,
addressed those present. :

Nirapa first stepped forth, clad in a hermit’s robe, his unkempt white
locks shading & noble forehead, the venerable Rishi, the esteemed of gods,
stood there and surveyed the brilliant gathering. “ I am the compiler of that
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work (the N4rada Sanhita),” said he. ¢ It treats of the nature and appropriate
application of the Sanskrit Régas (melodies) which take the listener’s soul
captive, of the arrangement of the notes, of their relation with each other, and
of their wonderful variations.” (Gives the substance of kis Work, and offers it
to the Congress for theur kind acceptance.)

BuaraTA came next. He, too, was of venerable appearance and of stately
carriage. His capacious mind looked out, as it were, from his quick, intelli-
gent eyes. ‘I was the first,” he said, “ who reduced dramatic performances to
a system. I am the author of a work on the Drama which has been named
(Bharata Sanhita) after me, All the requirements of the stage have therein
been mentioned :—the arrangement of scenerics and dresses, the selection of
characters, the construction of the stage, the sentiments which should underlie
each particular performance.” (ZReads portions and offers the Work for accept-
ance by the Congress.)

With lightsome steps and smiling lips RamBrA then drew near. Who
so divinely beautiful, so archly modest as the favorite dancer of Indra’s Court !
The jewelled napuras made a pleasant harmony as she moved her twinkling
feet. Reverentially, yet archly bending her gazelle eyes on the assembly, she
read out an epitome of her work on the soul-enthralling art of dancing, an
accomplishment so well-befitting her sex. She propounded wonderfully
definite rules regarding Expression, Glances from black-beaded eyes and
other equally necessary auxiliaries of the Art. With inimitable grace she
offered her Work to the august assembly, and, with the hope, timidly express-
ed, that it might be indulgently read,—stepped softly back.

Composedly and with measured steps, HUHU, the king of the GQandharvas
(celestial musicians), came forward.  The life, the soul of music is ¢ Zvme,’
said he. ‘ Without ¢7ZUme,’ music would be as insipid as cooked food with-
out salt. Hence was my life devoted to make this portion of the science of
music perfect. The thoughts which the gods favored me with on this subject
are enshrined in this my work on Musical Tvme, (reads the substance), and I
offer it respectfully to this grand assembly.”

Last came TuMBURT, the clear-eyed, whose serious air and thoughtful brow
gave tokens sure of high inventive genius. “I too am closely allied to
music,” said he, with simple grace. ‘“In my beautiful country my name will
live for ever, for the creation of my brain, the indispensable tuwmburd, will
always be the melodious consort of the vocal music of my native land. All
, musical instruments are the work of my hands, Here, in this work, have

&. ot
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I left a lasting record of my labors (reads portions), and I confidently offer
it to this learned body.”

A hush succeeded the address of the last of that celestial band. Never
had the spirit of the East been in such close and friendly intercourse with
the spirit of the West. Never before had such real gems from the famous
mines of Indian Music, such curious details of its different branches been
offered so frcely and confidingly to the great minds of the West. The silence
which had fallen on the mighty assembly was suddenly broken, as a farewell
chorus burst forth from those celestial representatives of ancient Hindusthan.
They sung with feeling and truth of the glories of Germany, that alien land,
which was the first to acknowledge the existence and appreciate the richness
of the inexhaustible mind-treasures of the East :—

I

O Germania,—mother of broad-browed thinkers,—what an array of gems
is in thy Imperial museum,—new discoveries,—those gems of wonderful
price,—fished out from the unfathomable depths of knowledge. Like brilliant
stars shine they in thy crown of glory. Who can fathom the depth of thy
wisdom ? Not we, nor the heaven-taught sages of renowned Aryavarta.

II.

Crowned heads bow down before thee and obey thy behests. Yet hast
thou not been forgetful, for thy virtues outshine the luminous planets in
their brilliancy. Presided over by the genius of thy wise men, whose wisdom
is like the wisdom of the gods, this glorious assembly excites the admiration of
the world. Of earthly crowns thine is the most effulgent. Who can count its
myriad rays or sum up the virtues which adorn thy delicate limbs, O Queen of
Empires !

III.

Prosperity is thy portion ; even Kuvera hast thou excelled. Kindlier
than the Tree of Plenty is thy all-enduring Charity. The steadfastness of thy
Patience tires out the mountain. Thy gentle heart is more ready to forgive
than the Universal Heart of our mother-earth. The gravity of wisdom befits
thy fair and thoughtful brow. Less brilliant is the summer sun than thy
dazzling beauty; less serenely-tender is autumn’s ivory moonlight than the
smile on thy royal lips. The whiteness of thy fame, O Empress beloved, is not
excelled even by the stainless white waves of the Ocean of Milk.
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Iv.

May the starry Apsards sing of thy glory, and may their rolling chorus,
mingling with the murmur of Mandékini—heavenly stream—make its ripples
dance faster in their joyous course! May that flood of melody overflow the
abodes of Brahma, drown the listeners, mortals and immortals, in ecstacy and
fill them with wonder! May all blessings attend thee, O mighty Queen !

The five celestial representatives from the land of the rising sun vanished
into thin air. But the lofty strains of their sublime chorus still vibrated
within the spacious building, and their offerings—the written records of their
genius—were there before the Great Congress, inviting exploration of those
marvellous pages of Indian Wisdom.
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