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PREFACE

Tue history of a nation like ours, the secret of its vast
successes, is not to be written in a word, or sought in any one
or any dozen qualities. But if we had to choose amongst the
philosophers who vretend to have traced the national hfe to its
source, there are not many of us who would not declare for
thuse who find the secret in Adventure. It is simply an
historical fact that England was born of Adventure. It was
this spirit in the great old Scandinm.zians, from whom we have
the honour to descend, which scattcred amongst the oaks of
Britain a people that took as kindly to its soil as they, and which
in a thousand years had lost none of the fibre that pulled
the old beaked galleys over the terrible North Sea. Now if we
consider what adventure means, we shall find reason to hope
that many more years will pass away before this spirit begins
to decline. We may hope so for the world’s sake, as well as
our own, without egotism ; for to adventure—to our adventure—
is due almost all the colonisation that has ever bgen accom-
plished since the Bomans quitted the trade. 'Wha#coMhisation
means is not to be told within the limits of a whole volume
such as this: in brief, it means existence to millionseandeone-
half the comfort and prosperity we enjoy. But the subjugation
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of territory, and ths supplanting of less useful races, is not all
the work of an adventurous people. The inspiration is omri-
present, more or less. It cnters into everything to which a
man can lay his hands; for to it go curiosity, patience, labour,
sclf-sacrifice ; it demands, while it nurtures, foresight, toleration,
steady aims, ready hands; without it man is little better than a
vegetable, with it he has eyes to see and wings to fly all over
the world It prompts discovery and pursues it. It constantly
adds new labours to the work of mankind, and supports them
through it, even where there is little but weariness and vexation
for reward. Those who imagine, then, that Adventure has
only to do with geographical exploration, or with sending ships
to sea, know nothing of its true force. It is the life of science,
the pioneer of religion even; for the missionary could no more
cxist without it than could the chemist. Nay, it is doubtful
whether the sinew of the British navvy is all that carries him
through work which labourers of a less adventurous race call
on him to perform in evety quarter of the globe.

Assuming tlis to be true, not a word need be said as to
the importance of keeping the ancient spirit alive in England
On the other hand, a great deal might be said about the causes
which threaten its decline. Its own results are not the least
important of these. Luxury, and the growth of great towns,
with their overworked, overcrowded populations, are unfavour-
able to adventure exactly as they lead to physical deterioration.
Nobody expects to find as much courage in a spinning-mule
as in the é(ild Lorse; and it would be unrcasonable to look for
the same spirit in a town-bred boy, as in ‘one who had always
a Jéivertor a tree at hand, in which to risk his life and train his
faculties, Dut after all, the day has not yet come when we

T
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necd entertain serious apprehensions on this head. We are not
likely to lose in one generation, or two, the North-Sea salt that
survives in our blood after so many centuries of change ; it is
inherent. Just as every frog is born with a tail, so every boy
born in Britain comes into existence an adventurer—that is to
say, a seeker and conqueror. The world is to him, verily, only
an oyster, waiting to be opened. He dreams, but his dreams arc
all of doing and enduring. Before fourteen, he has beaten—in
long engagements fought in the air—captaing mightier than
Napoleon : Wellington could beat Aim. He has crushed French
navies, founded kingdoms, traversed deserts, superseded steam,
hunted new monsters, discovered strange lands, re-mapped the
heavens. The time comes, indeed, when these big fancies
have to give way to petty realities; but they are tonics of
the first order, and meanwhile they have helped to make a man
of him. Nor does his disappointment descend to his children :

they begin as he began.

‘Whether, in the face of so rr;a,ny discouragements as it
niects in our day, this spontaneous generatiqn of energy might
not gradually cease, is a grave question. DBut the national
instinet is alive to the danger. Within the last five years
we have seen the country stirred with anxiety, not for its
enterprise—there is enough of that—but for its muscle; for
the hunting, rowing, leaping, hill-climbing spirit—for its manli-
ness, in short. Pluck and hardihood are the things most prized
—adventure, a8 much as can be had, the thing most pursued.

Jt is a fortungte revival, and nothing can b® cdBtemptible
that contributes to it. Perhaps this Volume may do so. It
is full of examples of courage and endurance—iudl ofe those
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stories of hardihoed which fire the imagination of youth, not to
corrupt, but to chasten and attemper. That of itself is not
an unimportant thing; but the Book, we hope, will not onl.y
strengthen the spirit, but inform the mind of the youthful
reader. This is the claim we venture to set up for it: that
while it is instructive in a merely technical sense, the excitement
to be found in its pages cannot fail to stimulate the more
wholesome, more generous, more manly instincts of those inte
whose hands it is destined to fall
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propensities render it doubly dangerous--
1ts extreme cunning—its thieving tactics,
225 ; its mode of entrapping deer—how it
pursues its prey—not particular in its diet
—DMr. Andersson loses his favourite dog
by the claws of a prowling leopard, 226 ;
~yrious superstition of the Singhalese con-
cerning the leopard—the black leopard of
Ceylon—leopards allured by the smell
arising from small-pox-@its formidable
influence with the natives of Central Africa
—their rejoicings on the death of aleopard,
227 ; the charms secured on the occasion—
Du Chaillu’s description of a leopard hunt
and its results, 228 ; the Singhalese mode
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of captwing the leopard—remarkable in-
stance of man’s dominion over wild beasts
—Major Bkinner and the leopard, 229,
—similar instance, narrated Iy éaptuin
Drayson, 230; the maned chetah, or
hunting leopard—where found, 231 ; how
it is trained to hunt deer—the opinion of an
old Niwrod thereupon, 232 ; the genus, size,
and habits of the hunting leopard, 233.

How 17 18 HuNTED.—Hendrick’s ad-
venture with a leopard—the wounded
hunter and bhis dea&) game, 235; Du
Chaillu’s introduction to a South African
leopard, 237.

THE PANTIIER.

Irs Haprrar.—Its courage and cunning
—size and colour of—its favourite resorts,
239 ; the sort of beast the panther is tc
hunt—the riflc only of any use—curious
Arabian legend about the panther’s first
defeat—Gerard’s experiences and opinion
of the panther decitiedly at variance with
those of Mr. Blakesley, 241; an Arab
Ha.nthor trap—the ““ pariahs,” or vagabond

ogs of India—dog flesh much esteemed Ly
the panther—Lieutcnant Rice’s evidence in
support of—two great dogs carried off by
the beust, 242.

Iow 11 18 HuntEp.—The panther of
India the most terrible—Captan Shake-
speare’s terrible fight with two, 244 its
wonderful tenacity of life, 246 ; its extremo
ferocity—‘ Where s the pantbher { ¢ Ile
is Gatinﬁ me; don't you see!” 248;
Messrs. Rice and Little’s brush with a
dangerous brute, 249; an old hunter’s
aéyology for huntang, 251 ; cold-bloodedness
of the ruminantia, 251 ; Mr. Parry’s evi-
dence respecting, 252.

TIIE JAGUAR.

The favourite haunts of the jaguar—its
fondness for fish—Darwin’s evidence there-
upon, 253; the prey of the jaguar—its
mode of capturing and killing it—a hungry
jaguar an ugly customer—the unfortunate
deaths of two es belonging to the church
of St. Fé—the jaguar at the Zoological
Gardens--the story of its voyage to Eng-
land, 254.

THE LYNX, 256.

THE BUFFALO.

Irs Hasirar.—The keffalo’s respect-
able position in society—regions usually
affected by it, 257 ; its mud-bath—trolling
for fowls—the * buffalo” of North America
—properly the bison — Qatlings opinion
thereon, 258 ; the importance of the buffalo
—the solc dependence of three lhundred
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thousand people—what the North American
Indian does with the buffalo—its erratic
wanderings—horror of “no buffalo meat”
—steps taken by the Indians on the de-
parture of the buffalo—the buffalo-dance,
259 ; wrong kind of ¢ buffalo ”—a blood-
thirsty species, 260.

How 17t 18 Huntep.—Buffalo-hunting
adventure of Captain Methuen, 262 ; the
courage of the buffalo when brought to bay
—a fight between a buffalo and three lions,
264 ; Textor erythrorhynchus—a parasite
of the buffalo—how butfalo-hunting is con-
ducted by the North American Indian,
265 ; the white wolf—a terrible enemy to
the buffalo—its presence greatly dreaded
by the latter animal—how it is taken ad-
vantage of by the Indian, 266 ; the mode
of capturirg buffalo in the snow employed
by him, 267; story of a battle between a
herd of wolves and a solitary buffalo, 267 ;
conduct of the narrator on the occasion—
Captain Drayson’s story of a buffalo chase,
268 ; memoir of the Hon. Grantley F.
Berkeley, 270.

THE WOLF.

Irs Srrucrure.—The wolf in Ancient
Britain—roadside refuges for travellers—
“ Wolf-moneth,” or wolf-taonth—the an-
cient office of wolf-hunter-general—to whom
first a.sslifgned—diﬂ‘erence between the dgﬁ
and wolf, 271 ; charms anciently suppos:
to attach to the wolf—pounded wolf’s liver
— wolf’s-grease a potent charm i
demons or other evil persons—wolf’s snout
—the teeth of the wolf a remedy against
fatigue in horses—ancient cruelty to cap-
tured wolves, 272.

Irs Hasrrar—Birth of young wolves
—treatment of by their mother—learning
their business—young cubs inured to hard-
ships—fondness of she-wolf for her progeny
—the Indians allowed to handle her cubs,
273 ; superstitious reverence paid to it by
the Hindoos—curious instance of the she-
wolf's fondness of showing her young—the
extreme cunning of the wolf—a powerful
opponent to reynard—its extraordinar
tactics to e—remarkable instance of,
narrated by Captain Lyons—its fondness
for pork, 274 ; its fero%y-—the conduct of
the one at the Zoological Gardens, 275.

How 17 19®T8%PED AND HUNTED.—
Trap employed by the Esquimaux in cap-
turing wolves—common mode of hunting
the woif, 276 ; wolf-hunting adventure—
““more gork i’ —a good “dodge” —a
terrible wolf story, 277 ; adventure of Mr.
Atkinson, 280; close of the prosecution—
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evidence in defence of the wolf—the wolf-
boy of Bondee, 281 ; adoption of a child by
a wolf, 282 ; the romance explained—Mr.
Jesse’s story of a cat suckling a mouse®-tha
ancient myth concerning the founders of
Rome not at all improbable, 283; the
American wolf—its harmless nature when
trapped, 284.

THE BOAR. . .

A celebrated hunter’s opinion of the wild
boar—little of its ferocity retained by its
domestic relation, 285 ; the wild boar in
Ancient Britain—a curious legend—form
of the boar, 286.

How 1t 18 HunTED.—Where found,
287 ; its tremendous strength and courage
—bayed by four panthers—boar-hunting in
India—how it is managed—different spears
used—the secret of ¢ riding” a wild-hog—
a well-trained horse cssential to boar-
hunting, 288 ; Captain Shakespeare's horse,
289 ; how the hunter should act, 290; a
boar-hunting adventure, 291 ; the boar of
Equatorial Africa, 293 ; its strength and
wc%ivity——the wild boar of South Africa—
Mr. Andersson’s account of—the wild hog
of Algeria—varietics of—mode of hunting
it, 293 ; a prey to lions, 295.

THE BEAR.

How the bear was treated by our ances-
tors—bear-baiting at Paris Gardens, 296 ;
Mr. Crowley, the poet, gravely reproves the
English for laying out their halfpence tc
such an unlawful purpose—patent granted
in the reign of James VL. for bear-baiting
—held by Edward Alleyn of Dulwich Col-
lege celebrity—the patent taken away in
1642—bchaviour of the patentee on the
occasion—its revival—description of ¢ the
¢ Bergiardin by Sodark” by Mons. Torevier
—its final destruction, 297 ; res paid
to the bear by savage hunters—behaviom
of the Laps when hunting the bear—an
appeal to the bear's generosity—talisman
emplogcd by the Singhalese to protect them
from bears—its efficacy put to the test—
the Moorman and the bear, 298.

Irs SrrucTURE.—The teeth of the bear
—different from the teeth of the Plantigrade
—its diet-—the feet of the bear—its claws
—their singular structure—the enormous
strength of the bear—mobility of its hind
limbs, 300; the polar bear—its gigantic
strength—how it attacks and slays the
walrus—the brown bear and its progenitor
—Mr. Lamont’s remarks thereon, 301;
arguments against the theory, 302.

Irs Haprrar.—The grizaly bear: the
largest of his tribe—its dimensions and
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weigh
30e:lig, curious propensity of the

to bury the bodies of dead animals—taken
advan of by the hunters—the wolves
refuse to touch the bodies of animals buried
by the grizely bear—the latter not & kugger,
304 ; it8 -sha) cla.ws—-scalsing a
hunter—the Singhalese bear: a decent
fellow if left alone—a terrible one to fight
—the Indian bear not averse to the same
when necessary—Mr. Lamont’s acoount of
the ca¥ture of two polar bear cubs—affec-
tion of the dam, 305 ; cannibal behaviour
of the cubs—they devour their mother, 306.

How 11 18 Hunrep.—Utter di of
the grizaly for man—often the as-
sailant—its perseverance in_ tracking the
hunter—a lox}g run for life—its tenacity of
life—mode of attacking the grizzly bear
in its den, 308 ; dangers attenglng it—re-
markable instance of, 309 ; a determined
struggle for life—QGerstiicker’s adventure
with & bear—its slaughter of a man and
four dogs, 310 ; narrow escape of Gersticker
—alone with his dead friend and surrounded
by wolves, 311 ; the brown bear in Sweden
—its extensive depredations— the bear-
hunt announced from the pulpit—primitive
character of the hunt—story of Jan Sven-
son and the brown bear, 312 ; the “ Old
She 8" account of & black bear hunt in
India—desperate character of the fight, 314;
scarcity of the polar bear as compared with
other animals—few shot by Mr. Lamont—
enormous one slain by him—description of
its chase and defeat, 316 ; Mr. Lamont’s
cargo of Arctic curiosities—refused by the
English societies—purchased by the Direc-
teur of the Jardin des Plantes—keeping
the.m warm, 317,

THE OSTRICH.

Irs SrrucrurE.—The ostrich a connect-
ing link between the families of aves and
mammalia—its representatives—the Aves-
lmﬁ1 Peg(i)se—-tgptes at tléggool(g;ical Mus:um
—the story of its ca] and preservation,
318; Dobrirhoffoz “account of the AbL:
poues” —the African ostrich—its height
and weight—breastbone of the ostrich—
its legs—the enormous strength of its foot
—its keenness of vision—colour of the
ostrich, 819; wonderful structure of its
feathers—belief of the Arabians and Per-
sians concerning the ostrich—gruffness of
its voice—thickness of its skin—made into
shields by the ancients—formed nto cui-
rasses by the Arabs, 820.

Irs Hasrrar.—Its incubation—a joint-
stock affair—with unlimited liability, 321 ;
evidence of Darwin with regard to the in-

t—carrying off and burying a bison
5 ggzzly beax"
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cubation of the ostrich—ggs found outside
the nest—reasons assigned for it by various
travellers, 323; the argument not very
substantial — Dr. Livingstone’s remarks
thereon—the good Doctor's mistake—pro-
bable reason for turning out the eggs—
weight and nourishment of the ostrich’s
egg—compared with that of the common
barn-door fowl, 323 ; an ostrich egg a tit-bit
for three travellers—voracity of Andersson’s
servant—his oi)inion of the egg of the
ostrich —Dr. ivingstone’s opinion — the
“stone in the egg”—remarks of Barrow
and Thunberg—explained by Livingstone
—the vital power of the egg, 324 ; intel-
ligence of the ostrich—variety of opinions
concerning—an authority’s remarks on its
stupidity—how the natives procure its y
325 ; the shells made into water-vessels by
the bushmen — remarkable endurance of
thirst by the latter, 826; domesticated
ostriches—contradictions of their species—
ostrich chicks—conduct of the cock-bird to-
wards them—their colour and general ap-
pearance—the little utility of domesticating
ostriches—enemies of, 327 ; curious mode
gf 11)1 i “iflsodge 3 b¥ the wﬂbln'et;ﬂ}lle

ushman’s ” of carrying ostrich-
eggs—the potent qualities of powdered egg-
shell—vulgar helief concerning the diet of
the ostrich—ancient delusion—¢Boke of
Philip 8parrow,” 828 ; probable mistake
of the author in question—the ostrich’s
obtuseness of taste—food of the bird in a
wild, state —voracity of a domesticated
ostrich—the ostrich of Portsmouth—story
of the ostrich and the mariners’ knives,
329 ; probably fictitious—the flesh of the
ostrich—regarde® as unclean by the Jews
~—ostrich-flesh very dpopular with the savage
tribes—a ‘“dainty dish”’ in ancient Rome
— Heliogabalus and ostrich-brains — the
speed of the ostrich—remarkable endurance
of —measurement of its stride, 330 ; the
ostrich an aquatic bird, 331.

How 11 18 HUNTED FOR IT8 PLUMAGE.
—The feathers of the ostrich—where theg
are obtained—the ostrich only parts wit
his H:umage with his life—somewhat chary
of the latter—modern hunting-tactics no
help to the ostrich-market—the ostrich
dangerous game to hunt on horseback—
King Fashion—the Damara and Bechuana
his humble slaves — twelve guineas per
pound for plumage—the ‘deather season,”
277 ; how the savage sets about his busi-
ness—the poisonous N'’gwa — its terrible
effects—care observed by the savage in
using it—his hunting cs—when the
feathers should be plucked—another mode
of hunting the ostrich—disguised in its
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skin—Mr. Moffat’s description of one of
these hunts, 333 ; how the Arabs hunt the
ostrich on horseimck-—running the game
down, 334; hunted on foot-—snaring the
ostrich—how it is commonly hunted by
Furopean sportsmen—not sutlicient danger
to render it acceptable to the latter, 335 ;
Mr. Andersson’s account of an ostrich chase
—the maternal solicitude of the ostrich for
its young, 336.

THE REINDEER.

Irs Srrucrure.—Weight of the reindeer
—its hair—its horns—difference between
those of the male and female—their annual
reproduction — their connexion with the
reproductive system—curious rapidity of
their growth—horng of the wapiti—the
Irish elk—Rymer Jones on the relation of
the bones of the neck to the horns, 337.

Irs Haprrar.—Value of the reindeer to
the Lap—its skin used as clothing—how to
make & reindeer-skin suit in two minutes,
339 ; reindeer the Lap’s only wealth—how
the small proprietor manages—the Barings
and Rothschulds of Lapland society, 840 ;
a Lap dinner-party— reindeer-blood puddins
—how the milk is preserved, 341 ; spee
of the reindeer—how it is harnessed to the
sledge—occasional obstinacy of the horned
steed—tactics of the coachman 1 such an
cmergency—where the reindeer is found,
342 ; its sudden acquisition of fat—nutii-
tious qualities of the moss on which it feeds
—hunting it a dull sport—its innocence
of alarm—remarkahle instance of 1its tena-
city of life, 344.

TIE QRYX.

Tts resemblance to thé chamois—size of
the male—its anomalous character—the
horns—their terrible sharpness—a match
for the lion—Gordon Cumming’s adventure
with an oryx—curious appearance of its
horns at & side view, 345; belief in the
unicorn possibly attributable to—known in
England in the 15th century—the gemsbok
on the coat-of-arms of the Duke of Bedford
—the female oryx—gregarious in its habits
—the young—its food—does the oryx exist
without water #—Cumming versus Anders-
son, 346; speed of the oryx—Mr. Cum-
ming’s adventure with one, 348, -

THE CHAMOIS.

Its genus—its habits and structure more
nearly allied & &he antclopes than the
goats, 351 ; size and weight of the chamois
—its colour changeable— the marvellous
construction of its skull, 352 ; absurd be-
lief conggrning— how the chamois uses
its horng in battle—difference between
those of the male and the female—its
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keenness of sight and ssent—remarks of
chamois hunters concerning—its clumsy
walk—how it is occasioned, 353 ; its swift-
ness and aﬁillity—romance and mys
attached to the chamois—the author of ¢
New and Perfect Art of Venery,” and his
explanation thereof, 854 ; their manner of
moving on the snow —the mysteries of
chamois hunting, 355 ; food of the chamois
—curious consequence of the resinous and
fibrous nature of its diet—the young of the
chamois — the period of gestation — the
patriarchal bucks— difficulty of hunting-
them—a terrible trap for the hunter, 356 ;
the scented bladder found near the horns
of the bucks—its remarkable power of re-
taining its odour—at what season it is
found—a good period for the hunter—how
to trap the bucks by imitating the call of
the female—another mode of trapping them
—its inquisitivencss—how the hunter acts
with the wounded chamois—peculiarity of
its skin—difficulties of chamois chase, 357 ;
Miss Crewdner's poem on the chamois,
358 ; the awe with which the chamois
hunter is regarded by the valley dwellers—
his dangerous calling— his bacgage and ac-
coutrements, 359 ; out of the world—always
at the verge of death and the grave—the
Iittle “accidents” of life—description of a
chainois hunter—out of his element, 360 ;
—little romance in the chamois hunters
life — learning g Dbusiness — shooting-
grounds at Munich—the “fixed target”
and the “running target "—their mode of
working—the przes—how they are distri-
buted, 361; Charles Boner, the famous
chamois hunter—his account of an adven-
ture on the Krammets Berg, 362.

THE MOOSE.—The largest of the deer
family—its dimensions and weight—its toat
—its mane—its horns—its extreme jea-
lousy, 366 ; its food, and how it gathers it—
the moose “yard,” 367; caught in its own
tra first-rate swimmer—the life and
melancholy end of a domesticated moose,
368 ; story of another tame moose—the
various methods of taking moose, 369 ;
snaring—chasing with dogs, 370; ¢ call-
ing "—the moosc that came almost before
it was called, 371 ; excitement of moose
hunting—the Indians the best “callers”—
the “caller's” pay, and how he conducts
his business, 372; “creeping” moose—
its rough character—* running ”—the sort
of shoes worn % “run” in—the moose run
down, 373; Lieutenant Hardy’s moose-
calling adventure, 374,

THE SAMBUR.—Its wariness—de-
scription of—its pugnacity—its horns, 378 ;
how the baby sambur is made to lie qriet
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by its mamma—the flect sambur subdued
oy “a cord, a stone, and a thorn,” 379 ;
sffect of the terrible trap—a sambur’hunt
by the Old Shekarry, 380.

THE ELAND.—Where found—its di-
mensions—its flesh superior to our vaunted
beef—an eland herd “like a cattle-
show "—dropping dead of fat, 383 ; a prey
to the ‘stalking” savage, the hyena,
and the ‘honden,” or wild dog—habits
and manners of the wild honden—how
they hunt their prey—their fearlessness of
man, 384—speed of the eland—its tremen-
dous leaps—Captain Drayson’s eland-hunt-
ing exploit, 385.

THE SABLE ANTELOPE.—The first
living specimen received in Europe--hand-
some appearance of adult buck—its pecu-
liar horns, 388—one shot by Sir Cornwallis
Harris—presented to the British Museum
£ghe animal unknown even to the natives,

THE KANGAROO. )

Its Srrucrure.—The young born in an
embryotic statc—the gradual development
of the wondrous little creature recounted
by Scaglier, 390 ; Professor Owen’s experi-
ments on—the new-born kangaroo no
longer than an earth-worm — how it is
suckled, 391.

Irs Haprtar.— Small intelligence of
marsupiated animals, 392 ; where the kan-

00 i3 found—use of its pouch—its

esh—a Bushman’s recipe for kangaroo
¢ steamer,” 393.

How 17 18 IIunTED.—With the “boom-
crang ”—by stalking—the colunist’s mode,
393 ; an exciting adventure, 394.

TBE GIRAFFE.

I8 StrucTURE—Incredible accounts of
by travellers of olden times, 396 ; fact
stranger than fiction—the giraffe’s won-
derful organs of sight, taste, and smell—
1ts eccentric walk—its mechanical run—
large herds — relative size of male and
female, 398.

Irs HapitaT.—Where the first giraffes
seen in England were captured, 399 ;
its past —not distinguishable at a
distance—why 7—Messrs. Andersson and
Cumming’s evidence wpcemmﬁgfperf}xme
emitted by the giraffe—its confiding dispo-
sition, 400.

xvi

Ilow 17 18 HuNrep.—Sir W. Harris’s
giraffe adventure in the Basquani couatry,

402 ; reproachful gaze of dying giraffo—
its effect on a renowned a.n({ by no means
sensitive hunter, 404

THE HORSE.

Irs SrrucrurE—Specially formed for
man’s assistance—structure of its foot—
action of its legs, 406 ; stride of Eclipz,
the celebrated racer, 407 ; working action
of the horse’s joints—the “frog,” 408;
tecth of the horse, 409.

HABI'geAe'fl o:g t'irm Wiwp Hoasn.d—Thg
savage steed of the pampas compared wit
ogragtmiliar cab-drawingoquadruped, 410;
dwersitl{l of opinion as to the existence of
the wild horse— Mr. Bell's argument—
Mr. Martin’s, 411 ; sacred horses of th
ancient Persians—curious ceremony at th
grave of a Scythian king, 412 ; sacrifice of
the horse in India—honour paid him l:f
the Emperor C. Caligula—Bruce, and Fasil,
the Abyssinian chief, 413; value of the
horse in Arabia—how onc animal is par-
celled out to several owners—414; the
Arab’s horse before his wife—description
of Arab steed, 415; how it is bred and
petted by its master—its wondrous speed,
416 ; horse-stealing not a crime in Arabia
—the story of Jabal and his marvellous
mare, 417 ; wild horses on the shores of
the Don—the “tarpan” and “muzin”—
their domestic economy, 418; horse and
wolf fights— the horse-fields of the South
American prairies, 419; twenty thousand
wild horses at threepence cach—the wild
horse in the thirsty season—terrible gran-
deur of a ‘““stimpedo,” 420; how the
Indian uses his lasso—the Guacho horsemen
and the cannon—the Guachos deformed by
constant riding, 421 ; the pampas Indian
and his troop of war horses, 422.

THE WILD ASS.—The “khur,” the
“ dziggetai,” the * yototze,” and the
“ kiang,” 423 ; the wild and domestic ass
—speed of wild ass—Sir Ker Porter's
chase of—degeneration of in a domestic
condition—origin of the domestic ass, 424;
one foal at a birth—age at which it attains
its prime—DBrettel's account of the ass of
Canisbrook Castle—the zebra—the qunﬁ?,
425 ; courage of the quagga—human-like
voice of the zehra, 426.
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THE ELEPHANT.

1oUsANDS of yecars ago, when waved green
and cool the mighty leaves whose im-
press is now and then found in coal,
fathoms below the earth’s present sur-
face ;—when indeed what now are grim
coal-fields, the lurking places ees‘ dark-
ness that may be felt,” and of deadly
gases hungering for flame, were broad
forests, mellow and bloominge— t¥e
clephant was common all over the world.
1



2 THE ELEPHANT.

Out of the river we have named Thames has he many a time slaked
his hot thirst, and up the slopo known to moderns as Ludgate Hill,
has he strolled leisurely, browsing among the great trees. The rcmote
and barren North, where now eternal snow is, at that period yiclded
him pleasant pasturage; where the fur-clad sledger now guides his
sure-footed antlered steed, then flowed soft rivulets in which he
cooled his parched hide; and where hills and mountains of ice,
nurtured by bleak winds, grow and flourish apace, then sprouted juicy
palms and tendor grasses for the maintenance of the giant herds
thero abounding.

It must have been so; for beneath the pavement of overy city
in tho world, in beds of strcams, on river banks, and in remote
caves, the bones of this ponderous animal have been discovered ;
and although there exists between the ancient fossil and the living
animal with which we are acquainted, a differenco of structure, the
presence of certain organs undoubtedly associated with peculiar
instincts are exhibited as prominently in one as the other ;—instincts,
the means of gratifying which it was absolutely essential should be
co-existent. Dut it would be a waste of words, and an insult to ithe
reader's understanding, to enter upon an argument to prove that
herbivorous quadrupeds could not possibly exist without herbs, or to
show the impossibility of juicy leaves and succulent herbage growing
amid the withering frost of the northern hemisphere.

Indefatigable labourers in the field of science—Darwin among the
number—agree that the climate of the far North is now as it ever
was ; and that that fact not at all precludes the possibility of such
mighty quadrupeds as the elephant and rhinoceros there abiding. In
certain regions of North America, the subsoil is perpetually frozen (as
in the neighbourhood of Bear Lake, where the summer thaw never
penetrates deeper into the soil than twenty inches); yet this frozen
substratum does not of itself destroy vegetation, for dense forests
flourish on its surface. At the present day, we have growing in
Siberia, where the temperature of the air is invariably below freezing
point(, and the earth like iron, the birch, fir, aspen, and larch, As far
as quantity alone of vegetation is concerned, the frozen carcases and
ice-bound relics of various animals might have existed where the
‘remains are now discovered. The kind of vegetation at present
existing is almost immaterial, because, as there is evidence of physical
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changes, it may be fairly supposed that the species of plants may
likewise have changed.

The nearer we approach the Arctic circle, in greater abundance
are vestiges not only of elephants, but of tortoises, and crocodiles
discovered. On the borders of Siberia they are so commonly found,
and in such prime condition, as to constitute a considerable article
of commerce, and one of sufficient value to be worth monopolizing
by the reigning Czar. Such of his subjects who live in these isolated
regions, hold a fabulous belief concerning this seemingly inexhaustible
wealth of ivory. They say that before man came on the carth, the
tremendous beast whose remains are these, burrowed mole fashion
underground. The Chinese patronize a similar superstition, and the
subterranean relics discovered throughout China are said to belong to
T'yn-schen, ¢ the mouse that hides.”

‘Writers of various periods have advocated the opinion that the
remains of elephants discovered in Siberia, were conveyed thither by
the mountain strcams of India; but the fact of tusks and bones
being found in large quantities along the banks of the Don, the
Volga, and other rivers flowing from the morth, goes far towards
upsetting the theory respecting their water passage. “There is
not,” says M. Pallas, a renowned traveller, and a great authority on
this subject, “there is mot in all Asiatic Russia, from the Don to
the Tanais, a singlo stream or river, on the banks or in the bed of
which are not found some bones of clephants, or of othor animals
equally strange to the climate.”

In 1799 was discovered, in the dominions of the Czar, a tremendous
elephant—perfect as when, a thousand ycars before, death had arrested
its breath—encased in a huge block of ice, transparent and clear as
erystal. A fisherman of Tongoose, named Schumachoff, was the
fortunate discoverer. This man, like his neighbours, was accustomed
when the fishing season was at end, to employ his time in lunting
along the shores of the Lena for clephant tusks, for the sake of the
government bounty ; and while so employed, and when he dmd, in
the ardour of his pursuitppassed several miles beyond his companions,
there suddenly appeared before his wondering eyes the miraculous
sight above alluded to. Unfortunately, however, Schumachoff was®
a man of dull and simple mind, and instead of turning his discovery
to profit, by proclaiming it to the world, or to®that part of it with



4 TOE ELEPLIANT.

which ne had dealings, he did nothing but gaze awfully on the
embalmed mammoth, between which and himself theie stood but
& fow hummocks of spiky ice. It was on account of this barrier
that he excused himsclf when the business came to light; but the
real barier that stood in the fisherman’s way, was one moie for-
midable than a hill of bayonets as high as tho Alps—his superstitious
fears. For five successive scasons from the time when he first dis-

covered it, did Schumachoff make stealthy journeys to his crystallized
monster, never finding courage sufficient to approach it closely, but
simply standing at a distance, once more to feast his eyes on the
wonder, and to carry away in his thick head enough of terror tc
guaranteo him nightmare for a whole month of nights. At last he
found the imprisoned carcase stranded on a convement sand-bank,
and Woully attacking it, broke the glittering casing, and roughly
despoiling the great beast of its splendid Yusks, hurried home and
sold them for fifty roubles, leaving the well-preserved bulk of
Blephint meat, a thousand years old, yet juicy and without taint,
to be devoured 'by‘wolves and bears, or hacked to bils by the
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natives as food for their dogs. It was not till full two years ufter
this event, that a cclebrated naturalist got wind of the above par-
ticultirs, and at once visited the spot. Too late, alas! what was the
carcase, huge as it was, to the many pairs of Lhungry jaws that had
assailed it through two seasons of starving frost! The elephant was
picked clean, an entire fore-leg even had disappeared, and nothing
remained but the tuskless, three-legged skeleton. The eyes, however,
were still in the sockets, and the brains entire in the skull.

Dut we need not travel to Russia to prosccute a successful search
for clephant relics. Canterbury has produced them. In Kirkdale
Cave, Yorkshire, Professor Buckland found them mixed with those
of the rhinoceros, the hippopotamus, the horse, the ox, and tle
hyena ; (this phenomenon has been attributed to the Great Deluge;
tho frighted brutes hiding from the overwhelming flood). Ilephant
remains have likewise been dug up in plenty in Gloucester, in
brick-earth pits at Dremtford, and in Gray’s-Inn, London. The
Sloane Muscum possesses a magnificent tusk, found at the latter
place, twelve feet deep in the gravel.

As lately as the seventeenth century, human anatomy was but
little understood, and comparative anatomy still less. To our fore.
fathers, a cartload of animal remains were but so many bLones
of contention; and an inquest of six months’ duration lheld on
them, did not produce as many conclusive facts as to the structure
of the various owners, as would be derived in six lours by a
modern Owen, with no more substantial ground to work on than
the defunct’s solitary tooth or toe-nail. There can be little doubt
that much of the bygone superstition respecting ¢giants,” sprung
from the contemplation of the great bones occasionally brought
to light. 'When, for instance, in the reign of James I. “Llig out-
landish bones” were discovered at Gloucester, the King appointed
Lord Cherbury to find out what he could respecting them. It would
scem that to everybody in the realm at all competent to judge of
a bone these relics were exhibited ; but the verdict of the jurors
was by no means unanigpous. Some gravely opined they were the
bones of o human giant, and advised their immediate re-intermert
with Clristian rites; others, including Dr. Harvey, declared thg
bones to belong “to some exceeding great beast, as an clephant.
Bishop ITakewell, who was one of those consulted by Lord Cherbury,
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says :—* His Lordship showed me some bones, which he had
collected ; which were a huckle-bone, part of the shoulder-blade
somo parts of a tooth, and the bridge of a nose, all of a huge bigmess.

. .. The bridge of the nose was what confirmed his lordship’s
and my opinion, that it could not be that of a man, for it did scem
to be a bone very apt to bear up the long snout of an elephant. . . .
One of the tecth of this pretended giant, by the special favour of
my lord of Gloucester, was examined by me. I found it to be a
stony substance, both for hardness and weight ; and it should seem,
by his lordship’s letter to me, that he himself was not confident that
it war tho tooth of a man.”

In those “good old times,” simple arithmetic must have been as
unknown a science as comparative anatomy. The tooth above spoken
of, supposing it to have been the tooth of an elephant, must have
weighed, say ten pounds. Now the average weight of adult human
teeth is a hundred and sixty to the pound, and taking the weight of
a grown man to be two hundred pounds, a single tooth is about a
thirty-thousandth part of his weight, so that the tooth of this
Gloucester giant weighing ten pounds, his entire carcase would have
turned the beam against a Aundred toms,—the weight of about a
hundred and sixty fat bullocks.

Nevertheless it was a common practice to ascribe to these colossal
bones human origin. In the reign of Louis XIV. the subject gave
rise to a dispute, which for tenacity and the amount of argument
adduced on either side, is almost unmatched in the annals of con-
troversy. The remains in question were discovered in a sand-pit
in Dauphiné, by a surgeon named Mazurier. e falsely represented
that the bones had been found in a sepulehre thirty feet long, and
that covering the top of it was a stone slab, on which was cut the
inscription Zeutobochus rex, and further pretended that near the same
spot were found medals, and other evidence showing the relics to be
those of Teutobochus the giant king of the Cimbri, who fought
against Marius. Cuvier mentions twelve pamphlets published during
the d®Mtroversy, but finally it was clearly demonstrated by Riolan,
that the bones were those of an elephant.

Germany has produced more fossil bones of elephants than any
other"country ; indeed, Blumenbach reckons two hundred places (in-
cluding Tonna in Ggtha, at which place, and at a depth of fifty fent,
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in almost complete skeleton was discovered, the tusks of which riea-
sured eight feet in length), where elephant remains have been dis-
covered. This however may not bo entirely attributable to the greater
profusion of such fossils in Germany compared with other countries,
but rather to the fact that the scienco of comparative anatomy found
its carliest patrons there, and that a hundred years ago even, there
was scarcely a district that could not produce a man capable of
authentically recording the details of every interesting discovery.

The giant of Lucerne is almost as celebrated as King Teutobochus.
Nearly three hundred years ago this prodigy was exhumed, and
by order of the council of Lucerne, examined by Felix Platen, a
renowned professor of Basle. Platen speedily announced to the
astonished council, that tlLe remains were human, and to justify this
verdict, designed and put together an entire skeleton of corresponding
dimensions, by which it appeared that the tremendous fellow must,
when alive, bave stood at least twenty-six feet high. So the good
folks of Lucerne believed in and continued tc pay homage to their
alant patron, till a few years since, when there came along one of
those ruthless demolishers of mystery and hole-and-corner mmnm-
mery, Blumenbach by name, who visited the giant as it lay in awful
state at the Jesuits’ College, and in a less number of hours than it
had been preserved centuries, pronounced it a sham, and without
difficulty convinced the worthy citizens that they had been guilty
of the grave crror of mistaking elephant bones for human.




STRUCTURE OF THE ELEPHANT.

In ancient times the most whimsical notions were entertained
respecting the structure of this ponderous animal. “Folks held to
the fallacy,” says Sir Thomas Drown, “that it hath no joynts, and
this absurdity is scconded by another, that being unable to lie down
it sleepeth against a tree, which the hunters observing, doe saw almost
asunder, whercon the beast relying, by the fall of the tree falls also
down itself; and is able to rise no more.” Pliny, Aristotle, and other
equally ceclebrated writers of a by-gone age, were alike faithful to
this wooden notion. With the most perfect faith Pliny says, “In
the island of Scandinavia there is a beast called Machlis, that hath
neither joint in the hough, nor pastern in his hind legs, and therefore
he never licth down, but slecpeth leaning to a tree; wherefore the
hunters that lie in wait for these beasts, cut down the trees while
they are asleep and so take them: otherwise they would never be
taken, they are so swift of foot it is wonderful.”

There can be little doubt that this error sprung from the fact,
that from the animal's peculiar construction he seldom or never lies
down. o can rest comfortably on thoso “grosse cylindrical
structures” his legs, and it is no uncommon’ thing for hunters to
disc':.over their colossal game dozing in the shadow of a tree, its body
leaning i‘ndolently against the trunk. Again, the superstition may
have derived support from the circumstance of trees and rocks
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found bearing impressions of the animal's great sides. But the
clephant has not becn slecping there, he has merely been following
tho dictates of his piggish nature, and enjoying a comfortable rasp
after his mud bath. Elephants
have been known to remain
standing after they have been
shot dead: Captain Denman
shot one that remained so.

In captivity elephants sel-
dom lic down; indeed the
keepeis are accustomed to re
grd a beast found prostiate as
one smitten with some dis
order and at once place him
on the sick list, 10gulating his
diet and puttmg him to no
kind of labour for a wlile
An clephant that belonged to
Lows XIV. never assumed any
other position than a standing
one through five years, though
at the same time 1t was evident
1t was reduced to adopt that
course fiom other than natuial
causes, for with the points of
1ts tusks 1t had scooped two
holes i the stone walls of 1ts
den, and into these holes 1t
was accustomed to hitch 1ts
wory appendages when in-
cined for a map.

In one respect do the hind-
legs of the elcphz}gt differ in

DESCLNDING HILL their formation from those of
any other quadruped. Instead of biinging them under im when
he lies down, he extends them btehind him, as does a human
Leing. The struggle which horses and oxen experience in 1ising
from the ground is by this providential arrangement of the lund
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legs of the elephant avoided. Ile simply draws his hind feet
gradually under him, and his enormous weight is levered up without
a perceptible effort. .

Owing to this beautiful arrangement of the bones and muscles,
the elephant is rendered one of the most sure-footed of animals,
Carrying on his back a heavily-laden Aowdah, he will descend
precipitous slopes with the most perfect ease. He manages it in
this way: kneeling down at the commencoment of the declivity,
he puts out one fore-leg and feels cauntiously for a safe footing ; if
he does not find it naturally, he sets about making it artificially by
hammering in the soil an indentation with his broad and heavy
foot. Ome foot tnus accommodated, the other onec is drawn out
with equal care, and provided for in the same fashion as the first.
Then one of the hind-legs is cautiously drawn forward, and one of
the fore-feet being released from the foot-hole, it is inserted in its
place. It might be imagined that to afford time to the cunning
elephant to go through these performances with the carcful de-
liberation mnecessary to their perfection, travelling through a hilly
country must be tedious work ; this is, however, far from being the
case : so rapidly does the sagacious animal perform the manceuvies
above described, that in as little time as it has taken me to write
this paragraph, the howdah and its occupants would have reached
from the top to the bottom of a considerable hill.

He is a strict vegetarian, his intestines being formed exactly as are
those of the horse ; unlike the horse, however, he has not the long
clastic neck so perfectly under the control of the possessor thate
he can erect it above his chest straight as a column, or lower it to the
earth and browse without tho least deflecture of his legs. Supported
upon a short and stiff series of vertebree, the huge animal can
only move his head with constrained and pivot-like action. 1Iis sole
dependence, therefore, is his trunk, and when we consider that with
this member rendered incapable, the certain fate of the poor savage
brute would be starvation, it ceases to scem wonderful that he should
preserve tlew curious worm-like thing with such care in captivity :
should the elephant's trunk get injured, he ha# to he fed for the
remainder of his life. Mr. Williamson saw one whose trunk had been
slice® wit® a bill-hook, and though the wound healed up, it was cf no
farther use to the poor brute, who was fed with grass and hay doubled
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into bundles and thrust into his mouth. Some years ago, an elephant
kept in a menagerie at Dublin was accidentally burnt to death, and
when his remains came to be examined, no trunk could be found, so it
was of course thought that it had perished in the fire, but upon closer
examination it was found thrust two feet deep into the hard ground
that made the floor of his den.

Wild elephants sometimes go blind, but guided by the trunk, they
are still enabled to gather food, to travel over unequal ground, and to
avoid ditches and hollows. So exquisitely fine is this organ of touch,
that the blind brute by extending it before him as far as possible, and
otting the finger-like appendage attached to the end of it skim along the
ground, is enabled to travel through leagucs of forest with perfect ease.

Opposed to this finger is a smaller protuberance, which may be
called a thumb; and if the objects he is collecting to cat be tos
insignificant to bo worth the trouble of being passed scparately to the
mouth, he holds them one by one behind this thumb till he has
gathered a mouthful. If it be grass on which he is dining, he will
twist the end of his trunk round a tuft, pluck it up, and after beating
:t against one of his fore-legs till the roots are frce fiom caith, pass
it into his mouth.

FEMAIE

fULDING BRANC'L

IIOFMIE MALR

PLUCKING GRAYS

When heo finds a cocoa-nut, he first kneads it under foot to remove
the outer bark, then after plucking off the coarse fibre with which the
inner shell is surrounded, passes the dainty into his maw, evidently
much enjoying the sweet liquid that exudes as he crunches up tho
nut, shell and all. v .

The elephant’s frunk is not composed of a mere serics of muscular
rings, as its appearance would lead one to suspect. It is onc of the
most marvellous constructions in creation, and onc that nfinifests
completely the wondrous wisdom of the Maker of all things. Posseased
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of it the elephant, despite enormous bulk, ceases to be unwieldy ; it
ic a magic wand that at once lifts him from the grovelling condition
of his even less bulky brethren, the rhinoceros and hippopotamus.

A curious delusion respecting the habits of the clephant existed till
within a very few years, viz. that the young ones imbibed the milk
of the mothers’ teats through their trunks. It was such a plausible
theory, that, on the strength of their own sagacity, and the authority
of such rcnowned naturalists as Duffon and Perrault, writers of all
countries shut their eyes to facts and their ears to reason, and clung
to it most pertinaciously. The young elephant, however, does not
imbibe the mother's milk through its trunk; if it uses it at all
during tho process of sucking, it is simply to knead the udder while

BICTIONS OF TRUNK.

the teat is in its mouth, in an endeavour to increase the flow of milk,
as human babies when they grow old enough 1o be able, will press
their mothers’ breasts with their hands. At no time is the elephant’s
disinclination to lie down so clemily demonstrated as when the dam is
suckling her calf. In a wild state she will rather extend her legs
and assume a stooping and evidently inconvenient posture. When
in captivity, should the dam be tall, the keepers construct a little
platform for t}je baby elephant to stand on while it is sucking.

Damp, worm-like, disagreeable-looking thing ag it seems, it has
three distinct and perfect uses. First of all it is an organ of smell,
an eloygatedgand curiously clastic nose in fact, and without doubt
of incalculable value to the animal in selecting food above his range
of vision, and adding considerably to his ability to scent at a distance
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savage beasts, or his still more formidable enemy, man, Two canals are
continued from the nostrils, which are reflected round the nasal bones
and then proceed straight to the termination of the trunk. The canale
are scparated by and embedded in a fatty elastic membrane, containing
thousands of minute muscles. Of these there are three sets: an
outer longitudinal, composed of four layers; an oblique set, which
are variously directed ; and a third set which radiate from tle tubes to
the circumference. They are very small, and supposed to number as
many as forty or fifty thousand.

Besides an organ of smell, the proboscis of the elephant serves as a
sucker by which it can quench its thirst at a pool too shallow even for
the neat-mouthed horse to advantage himself of. There is, however,
no passage through the trunk to the mouth, so that when the former
is drawn full, its contents are transferred to the animal’s throat by

turning the little mouth to the great one and squirting the liquid
therein. Whether the elephant, having satisfied his thirst at a
river he has travelled twenty miles to reach, pro-
vides for an after-draught by filling this convenient
vessel before he starts for home, is moro than I can
say ; neither do I find it anywhere recorded whether
or no the animal can, with his trunk filled with
water, at the same time use it as deftly as though
it were empty, or trumpet with it, as is his wont
when pleasurably or otherwise excited. Last, but
by no means least, is tne wonderful little apparatus
that terminates the trunk ; boneless, yet mobile as
the thumb of a weaver. A pin is not too small an
object for this delicate member to grasp, and even
so slight and inconsiderable a substance as a sixpence 1t wilf’apply
itself to and lift from the ground without bungling.




14 STRUCTURE OF THE ELKPHANT.

From the elephant’s upper jaw extend two emormous teeth, fixed
in sockets in the front of the mouth, but which, correctly speaking,
are neither incisors mor tusks, although by this latter term they are
universally known. However, they do not perform the usual functions
of teeth, and are not situated as tusks usually are. French naturalists
of the modern school call the weapons in question Defenses, a term
applicable solely to their use, and evading the question of position.
The French title is correct, inasmuch as it exactly defines the use of
the ivory protuberances. Although often nearly ten feet in length,
and sharp enough to pierce easily the toughest hide that ever
enveloped a carcase, the clephant—except he be a “rogue” (of
which class of elephant kind mention will presently be made)—
seldom or never uses his tusks except in sclf-defence. These tusks,
as well as those of other Pachydermata, grow upon a simple pulp,
such as that which forms the teeth of the bottle-nose whale. They
are formed of ivory without any enamel, and their growth is only
limited by the abrasion to which they are subject.

In most carnivorous as well as herbivorous animals, the succession
of teeth is provided for precisely in the same way as with oursclves,
namely, by the formation of a new tooth below each of the deciduous
ones; so that when the latter falls out in consequence of the
absorption of its fangs, the former is rcady to take its place.
The germ of the second tooth is at first imbedded in the jaw-bone
in the immediate vicinity of the roots of the one it is destined to
replace, and as its growth advances, the old and used tooth is
gradually removed to make way for the ncw-comer. The steps of
this process are exactly similar to those by which the milk-teeth
of a child are changed, and the details connected with it are familiar
to us all.

In the elephant, however, the succession of teeth is effected in a
very different manner ; the place of the first formed being supplied
by others that advance from behind as the former become used.
“ Animals exhibiting this mede of dentition,” says Rymer Jones, from
whose game; of anatomical curiosities these partjculars are chiefly
culled, “have the grinding surfaces of their molar teeth placed
obliq\gly, 8Q that if they were to issue altogether from the gum,
the anterior portion would be much more prominent than the
posterior, notwithstanding fhat the opposed #eeth act upon each



STRUOTURE OF THE ELEPHANT. 15

other in a horizontal plane.” The consequence of this arrangement
is that the anterior portion of these tceth is ground down to the
Toots and worn away sooner than the posterior portion. Moreover, the
posterior part of the tooth is considerably wider than the anterior;
so that as the succeeding tooth advances from behind, there is
always sufficient room to receive it, and in this way by the time
the -first tooth is quite destroyed and falls out, a new one from
behind has already taken its office. Thero is therefore no absorption
of the roots of these teeth, but they are ground down from the
crown to the stump. The new tooth that thus advances from
behind, is always of larger dimensions than that to which it
succeeds ; hecause the animal itself has grown in the interval,
and the jaws have become proportionately developed.

The elephant may in this way have a succession of seven or
eight teeth on each side in both jaws, or from twenty-eight to
thirty-two in all; and nevertheless seeing that the anterior ones
successively fall out, there are never more than two visible at once
above the gums on each side, or eight in all; generally indeed
there is only one visible at a time. Every successive tooth is
composed of more laminse than that which immediately preceded
it, and a longer time is required to perfect its growth.

11 £TH

John Hunter, whose indcfatigable labours embraced this among
a thousand other subjects, bears corroborative testimony to the
above. o says, “ZElcphants do not shed their teeth as ofher
animals do that have more than one; for those that have meore
than one tooth can afford to be for sometime without their teeth :
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the waggons were not prevented travelling nearly in a struight line.”
It should be recollected, however, that the underwood which the
bulky animals consume, contains much nutriment in a small .bulk,
and that, thanks to the rich rank soil on which it grows, the green
boughs are replaced within a very short time of being cropped.

There is reason to believe that our ideas respecting tho quantity
of food required by the giant quadrupeds are much exaggerated; as
truly says an acute writer, it should be remembered, that the camel,
an animal of no mean bulk, has always been considered an emblem
of the desert. As regards the elephant, he is as dainty in the selection
of his food as ‘he best of us. Certain sweet tasting fruits and
blossoms are his delight. He chooses the mohonono, the mimosa,
and other trecs, which contain much saccharine matter, mucilage
and gum. Applying his trunk to the stem of a lofty palmyra, he
sways it gently to and fro to shake off the delicious sceds, which
he picks up and ecats singly. It is by no means a fair test, to catch
an elephant, bring him to a climate which might have suited his
ancestors, but which is not so agrecable to him, feed him on hay,
carrots, and mangold wurzel, and summing up the weight of the
late contents of his manger, write down, “the clephant consumes
so-and-so in a day.” It is extremely probable that if a day’s provenda
selected Ly the animal himself could he weighed, it would be found
to Dbe less than half of that allowed to a menagerie elephant; and it
is more than probable that the amount of sugar, and gum, and
mucilage found in the smaller quantity, would considerably excecd
that of the latter. Night is the time sclected by the elephant for
feeding; it is then more cool and comfortable for locomotion ; the
buds and leaves are saturated with dew, and ave thus doubly grateful.

The elephant of Ceylon is supplied much more plentifully with
food than his African brother. Tennent says: “The food of the
clephant is here so abundant, that in cating he never appears to be
impatient or voracious, but rather to play with the leaves and branches
on which he lvisurely feeds. In riding by places where a herd has
recently halted, I have sometimes seen thechark peeled curiously ofl
the twigs, as though it had been done for amusement.” The samo
suthe-ity relates, that the natives of the peninsula of Jaffna always
look for the periodical appearance of the elephants at the preciso
moment when the fiuit of the palmyra palin begins to fall to the
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ground from over ripeness. In like manner, in the eastern provinces,
where the custom prevails of cultivating chena land, by clearing a
patch of forest for the purpose of raising a single erop, after which
the ground is abandoned, and reverts to jungle again, although not
a single elephant may be scen in the neighbourhood during the early
stages of the process, the Mocrmen, who are the principal cultivators
of this class, will predict their appearance with unerring confidence
so soon as the grain shall have begun to ripen; and although the
crop comes to maturity at a different period in different districts,
the herd are certain to be secn at each in succession, as soon as it
is ready to be cut.

Acute as is the clephant’s senoo of hearing, it will hardly account
fur the celerily with which the existence of danger becomes known
far and wide amongst them. This indced constitutes one of the
groeatest difficulties with which tho clephant hunter has to coniend.
Attack a herd to-night, and no matter how quietly the slaughter is
consummated, by sunriso to-morrow all chance of more elephant spoit
in that neighbourhood is at an end. Somchow or another, news cf
the presence of the man with tho terrible gun gets wind, and straight-
way ensues an elephant gathering and {litting. IIe has the contempt
for short distances that might be expected of a brute of such magunitude,
and it is nothing for his bulky legs to trudge him along fifty
miles in a single night. Other wild and herbivorous animals
scldom think of selecting a haunt, witlout an abundant supply of
wpler in the immediate neighbourhood, but to the elephant, a score
of miles between his “bite and sup” is the most ordinary condition
of things. Indeed they almost invariably choose for their resort the
most lonely and secluded depths of the forest, at a very great distance
from the fountains at which they drink. According to Cumming, in
hot dry weather, the elephant drinks nightly; but in cool and cloudy
weather, only cvery third or fourth day. About sundown, says the
renowned lion-killer, ¢ the huge creature leaves his midday haunt, and
rommences his march towards the fountains, which are probably frons
twelve to twenty milgg distant. This he gencrally reaches between
the hours of nine and midnight; when, having slaked his thirst, an-
cooled his body by spouting over it large volumes of water, hegesumgs
the path to his forest solitudes, Having reached a secluded spot, the
full grown bulls lie down cn their broadsiles, about the hour ot
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midnight, and sleep a few hours, The spot which they usually select
is an ant-hill, and they lie around it, with their backs resting against
it. These hills, formed by the white ants, are from thirty to forty
feet in diameter at the base. The mark of the under tusks is always
deeply imprinted in the soil, thus proving that they lie on their sides.”
It is, however, only in such solitary places where the elephant has
never been hunted or otherwise disturbed, that he will confide the
length and breadth of his great carcase to the earth. In elephant
districts common to the hunter, the animal sleeps as he stands, ready
at a moment’s notice to flee. There can be little doubt that the
elephant accommodates his habits pretty much to circumstances. As
has been already remarked, he feeds by night and rests by day, and
no doubt such is the rule; but in regions where he may lie down
without fear, he will crop a meal night or day, just as it suits
his fancy. Mr. Cumming says of the African elephant: “In remote
districts, and in cool weather, I have known herds to continue
pasturing during the whole day.”

The mode by which one of a herd conveys to his fellows intel-
ligence of the approach of danger, is by uttering a low, suppressed
sound, made by the lips, somewhat resembling the twittering of a
bird, and described by the hunters by the word “prut.” Sir Emerson
Tennent, who was the first to notice this last-mentioned peculiarity,
further makes mention of a very remarkable noise uttered by elephants
when their alarm was too great to be expressed by the stealthy note
of warning just described. “On these occasions,” he says, *the
sounds produced, resemble the hollow booming of an empty tub
when struck with a wooden mallet or a muffled sledge.”” Major
Macready, who heard the sound by night amongst the great forests
of Bintenne, describes it as “a sort of banging noise, like a cooper
hammering a cask ;” and Mgjor Skinner is of opinion, that it must be
produced by the elephant striking his sides rapidly and forcibly with his
trunk. Mr, Cripps informed Tennent, that he had more than once seen
an elephant, when surprised or alarmed, produce the sound by striking
the ground forcibly with the point of the grunk, and this move-
ment was instantly succeeded by raising and pointing it in the
d,j;eotioen whence the alarm proceeded, as if to ascertain by the sense
of smell the nature of the threatened danger. As this strange sound
occasionally mingled with the bellowing and ordinary trumpeting of
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the herd, it is in all probability a device resorted to mot alone for
warging their companions of some approaching peril, but also for the
additional purpose of terrifying unseen intruders,

Considering his bulk and weight, the facility and noiselessness
with which the elephant can when it suits him glide through the
bushes is truly wonderful. Suddenly disturbed by the hunter, he
will burst away with a roar and a rush, crashing and rending all
hefore him: on he goes till hidden from view by a clump of dense
underwood, and then the clatter so suddenly ceases, so breathless
a stillness succecds the uproar, that any one unacquainted with the
ways of the elephant would make quite sure that behind that bush
tho great beast was hiding; impressed with the idea, the green hunter
creeps silently up to the hiding-place—to find it perfectly innocent
of clephant; the cunning brute without so much as snapping a twig
has got away, and could he be seen, is doubtless a mile away, con-
gratulating himself on his good fortune.

Thoroughly inoffensive as is the clephant, great respect is invariably
paid him by all the beasts of the forest ; no one disputes his path.
The lion has no objection to step aside that the elephant may pass; the
leopard at the sound of the tremendous footstep skips up a tree, and
snugly ensconced amongst its branches, grins down on * the lord with
the trunk.” The author of “Lake Ngami” draws a graphic picture
of the approach of a herd of elephants to drink at a pool. “If
the spring or pool, as the case may be, be of small extent, all the
anitnals present will invariably retire from the water as soon as
they arc aware of the presence of the elephant, of whom they seem
to have an instinctive dread, and will remain at a respectful distance
till the giants have quenched their thirst. Thus, long before I have
seen, or even heard the elephants, I have been warned of their
approach by the symptoms of uncasiness exhibited by such animals as
happened to be drinking at the time. The giraffe, for instance, begins
to sway his long neck to and fro ; the zebra utters subdued plaintive
cries ; the gnoo glides away with a noiseless step; and even the
ponderous and quarrels8me black rhinoceros when he has time for
reflection will put up short in his walk to listen ;_ then turning round,
he listens again, and if he feels satisfied his suspicions are cormect, hs
invariably walks off, usually giving vent to his fear or ire by one of his
vicious and peculiar enorts. Once, it is tru8, I saw a rhinoceros
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drinking with a herd of seven male elephants, but then he was
of the white species ; besides, I don’t bolicve that either party know
of the other’s proximity.” )
The disinclination of the elephant to make his way through the
morest fence is somewhat singular. Tho natives of Ceylon are
accustomed to erect round their rico patches a fence of slight sticks,
about six feet in height, and though the wild elephant is remarkably
fond of green rice, never on any occasion, excopt there be a rogue
about, is the fence broken. Pathways about twenty feet wide are
loft between the fences, and through these, in the night, the wild
herds pass to drink at the water-tanks without doing the Icast
damage ; yet that the ponderous brutes have every inclination to feast
on the dainty grain is sufficiently proved by the fact, that as soon
as the crop has been cut and carried home, the abandoned enclosures
aro eagerly entered by the eclephants, who resort to glean amongst
the stubble. Even when wounded by the Lunter, the infuriated
beast will hesitate to charge his assailant through a hedge, rather
preferring to run along the barrier in scarch of an opening. Tennent
says, “It is possible that in the mind of the elephant there may
be some instinctive consciousness that owing to his superior bulk
he is exposed to danger from sources that might be perfectly harmless
in the case of lighter animals, and hence his suspicion that every fence
may conceal a snare or pitfall. Some similar apprehension is apparent
in the deer, which shrinks from attempting a fence of wire, although
it will clear, without hesitation, a solid wall of greater height. At
the sameo time, the caution with which the elephant is supposed to
approach insecure ground, and places of doubtful solidity, appears to
me, so far as my observation and experience extend, to be exaggerated,
and the number of temporary bridges annually broken down by
elephants in all parts of Ceylon is sufficient to show that, although
in captivity, and whon familiar with such structures, the tamo ones
may, and doubtless do exhibit all the wariness attributed to them,
yet in a state of liberty, and while unaccustomed to such artificial
appliances, their instincts are not sufficient to ensure their safety .. ..
A fact illustrative at once of the caution and the spirit of curiosity
=:ith which an elephant regards an unaccustomed object has been
frequently told to me by the officers engaged in opening roads through
the forests On such®occasions the wooden tracing pegs’ which
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they are accustomed to drive into the ground to mark the levels
takcn during the day, will often be withdrawn by the elephants
durmv the night to such an extent as frequently to render it necessary
to go over the work a second tirie in order to replace them.”

The belief that the elephant attains the age of two or even three
hundred years is still provalent amongst the Singhalese; but it is
a tolerably well ascertained fact that the duration of elephant life
is only equal to man’s own existence, viz. about seventy years. Of
course there have been exceptions. As we have our “Old Parrs”
and “Daddy Jacksons,” so have they their long-lived ones. For
instance, amongst the papers left by Colonel Robertson (son to the
historian of “Charles V.”), who held a command in Ceylon, in 1799,
shortly after the capture of the island by the British, was found a
memorandum showing that a decoy was then attached to the ele-
phant establishment at Matura, which the records proved to have
served under the Dutch during the entire period of the occupation
(extending to upwards of a hundred and forty years); and was said
to have been found in the stables by the Dutch on the expulsion
of the Portuguese, in A.p. 1656.

In elephant countries, too, the natives have as little belicf in a
dead elephant as the most ignorant Cockney amongst us in a dead
donkey; and it really is an extraordinary fact that no one has ever
yet met with the skeleton of the elephant, throughout the mighty
Singhalese forests. Tennent quotes an instance of a gentleman
residing for thirty-six ycars without intermission in the jungle—
penctrating valleys and tracing roads during his trigonometrical pur-
suits, who mever found the skelcton or body of an clephant that
had died a natural death. This does not appear to be the case in
Africa, for Beaver, in his “African Memoranda,” relates that the
skeletons of old elephants that have died in the woods are frequently
found. It has been suggested that the bones of the elephant may
be so porous and spongy as to disappear in consequence of carly
decomposition, but, as Tennent observes, this remark would not
apply to the grinders oy to the tusks. The last mentioned authority
states that the Singhalese have a superstition relating to the closing
life of the elephant; they believe that on feeling the apprgach afs
dissolution he repairs to a solitary valley, and there resigns him-
self to death. 'While hunting in the forests of Anarajapoora, the
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native who accompanied Mr. Cripps, observed, when they came to
a secluded spot, that they were now in the immediate vicinity of the
spot where the elephants came to die, but that it was so mysteriously
concealed, that although every one believed in its existence, no one

had ever succeeded in penetrating to it.
The excessive fondness of the female elephant for its calf has been

much more frequently asserted than proved. Living together in
herds or families, the sucklings draw their nourishment from the first
ample udder that presents itself, and without ths least consideration
as to whom it belongs. Sure it is that the mother elephant suffers
these liberties contentedly ; but, as says White, the Selborne philo-
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sopher, this indiscriminate suckling of tne young of one aninfal
by another may have selfishness rather than tenderness for its source ;
the pleasure the older animal experiences in having its teats drawm,
more than compensating for the inconvenience. Modern sportsmen
and travellers who have had frequent opportunities of observing the
habits of the wild elophant, agree in denying to the animal cven an
average share of maternal affection ; quoting in support of this view
instances in which, when pursued by the hunters, the elder brutes
have abandoned the young ones and made good their own flight in
spite of the clamorous and imploring bleatings of the helpless little
things. Furthermore, it has been asserted by a sound authority, and
¥ asse¥tion has never, to my knowledge, been contradicted, that if a
wild elephant gets separated from its calf but for the space of forty-
cight hours, she will ‘take mo further notice of it, although the
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youngster by all sorts of cries and coaxing tricks manifests a know-
ledge of its dam and its anxiety to renew the acquaintance.

At its birth the elephant is from thirty to thirty-six inches in
height, and for the first day or two, very weak and incapable of any
further exertion than that which is necessary to reach the mother's
teat. Weaning a young elephant is a terrible job. How the poor
elephant mothers manage with their rebellious young ones in a
wild state is not known, but judging from the behaviour of the latter
in a domesticated condition, she must have a harassing time of it. An
English traveller who was an eye-witness to an elephant-weaning
at Ava, thus describes the operation :—¢ About two-and-thirty females
with their young ones were driven into the enclosure, and shortly after
there also went in four great male elephants, the riders of which had
in their hands a long rope with a noose in the end. After many
unsuccessful efforts they succeeded in snaring one of the calves by
the hind leg. This was a difficult matter to accomplish, for besides
its own opposition, it was protected by the adroitness of several of
the grown females, who crowded round it. So outrageously did the
calf struggle, that the big males had frequently to beat him, and
I observed that once or twice they lifted him literally off his legs with
their tusks, but without doing him any material injury. The cry
which he emitted on these occasions differed in no way but in degree
from the squeak of a hog in pain or fear.” Ultimately the bereaved
calf was borne off by two of his full-grown male relations, and
condemned to solitary confinement till he became reasonable.

The similarity of feature existing among herds of wild elephants
goes far to prove that they do not associate promiscuously, but rather
congregato in families. In a herd of twenty-one elephants, captured
in Ceylon in 1844, the trunk of each exhibited the same peculiar
formation. In another lot of thirty-five prisoners the eyes of all
were of the same colour. Indeed there is generally to be found
among the members of one herd some peculiarity of feature that
distinguishes it from any other. These various herds are generally
on friendly terms, ar®l will occasionally mingle till a body two or
three hundred strong is formed ; but should there occur the slightest
cause for alarm, the leader of his family will sound his trugpet, rad
what was a minute ago a promiscuous mob is now so many distinet
squads, each without the least sympathy @r the rest. It may be
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fairly assumed, however, that in order to maintain the vigour of a Lerd
an occasional alliance out of the family circle is allowed, though it is
very certain that the elderly members keep a severe eye on the young
sweocthearting bucks, and never a one of them dare bring home the
female of his choice without first securing the consent of a majority
of his relations.

To such extreme lengths is this system of caste carried, that should
an unfortunate animal by any chance lose all his relations, he is for
ever cut off from the society of his kind, and doomed to & life of
loneliness. Thoe most modern and learned writers agree that the
above-given rcason is sufficient for the perpetual banishment of an
olephant from among his species ; but this view I can hardly under-
stand. It scems strange that even brutes in a natural condition
should conspire to act so unnaturally. The outcast is generally a
bull—a fine handsomo fellow with a sleck coat and magnificent
tusks. e see no reason why he should be banned, but what do
we know of elephant economy? The solitary one may have
been a tyrant leader against whom his subjects have rebelled—ho
may have been a wicked wretch who has slain his ncarest kin,
‘What do we know of these things ?

There he is, however, and he is to be met wherever elephants do
congregate. In India he is called Goondak or Sawn, and in Ceylon
Hora, which signifies “rogue.” The rogue’s tusks are against all
clephants, and the tusks of all honest elephants arc against the
rogue—not to ill-use him, but to compel him to kecp at a respectful,
distance, So long as he “ keeps himself to himself” he may browse
in the neighbourhood of his fellows—he may even bathe and drink
at the same pool,—but closer familiarity is strictly forbidden. Even
should the “rogue” be trapped with an honest herd, and driven
with it into the “corral,” and the great beasts one and all lie
trembling with terror and trumpeting their lamentations, still the
rogue must keep aloof. Family pride is stronger than family
misfortune. Let not Ifora deceive himself by hoping that in
the great calamity that has fallen on his rglations his iniquity
will be forgotten. Nobody sympathises with him ; nobody comes to
hig to clasp trunks and otherwise according to elephantine nature
express condolence. Let the rogue dare even approach the family
circle, and in an instanteevery member of it will forget his grief
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and combine with his friend to keep off thc intruder. Dut, as has
already been observed, little Jove gocs begging between the expelled
and his expellers. The rogue’s fierce hatred for his kind is not
quenched because he happens to be taken prisoner with them. Sir
Emerson Tennent, who has observed the habits of the elephant in
every phaso of its existence with greater care and attention than any
other writer, was once present when an animal of this sort wae
driven with others into a corral in Ceylon. He says, “ Amongst the
last of the elephants noosed was a rogue. Though far more savage
than the others, he joined in nome of their charges and assaults on
the fences, as they uniformly drove him off, and would not permit
him to enter their circlee. 'When dragged past another of his
companions in misfortune, who was lying exhausted on the ground,
he flew upon him and attempted to fasten his teeth in his bead.
This was the only instance of viciousness that occurred during the
progress of the corral.”

The inhabitants of villages in the nelnhbourhood of elephant
haunts will always willingly lend their services at a hunt if there
be a rogue about. And not without reason. Rendered savage and
morose by his companions giving him “the cold shoulder,” the
“rogue” becomes less timid of mankind, and breaks through the
fences the mnative crects round his crop of green rice and his
plantation of young cocoa-nuts, demolishing the labour of weeks
in an hour or so. The outlawed rascal thinks nothing of sauntering
i broad daylight among the rice reapers, catching up a sheaf and
marching off with it into the jungle to munch at his leisure.

Every herd or family of elcphants has its leader. It however
by no means follows that the biggest animal in the flock is sclected
to fill this responsible offico; for though it generally happens that he
is a bull, and a tusker” to boot, comparatively small creatures,
and not unfrequently females, are found in command, so that after
all it is more likely that the elephant endowed with the greatest
amount of pluck and cunning assumes the part as its right. The
amount of devotioneand loyalty the band evince for their chief
is wonderful. They obey his merest gesture, submit to his chastise-
ment, and protect his life at the risk of their own. If Bo shoxid
be a tusker and a particular object of respect to the hunters, and
hard pressed by them, his subjects will surround him and catch
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in their own carcases the bullets intended for his. They have
even been known when their king has been badly wounded to clyb
shoulders and shuffle off with him to the depths of the jungle.
That the chief is as devoted to his subjects as they to him
cannot be better illustrated than by the following evidence of an
European sportsman of undoubted credit. Being in the vicinity
of & “tank ” at which elephants came at night to drink, the
gentleman in question resolved to hide and watch their manceuvres.
Within five hundred yards of the tank was a thick forest;
it was night and brilliant moonlight, and the watcher climbed
into a thickly foliaged tree. ¢ After waiting about two hours,”
says he, “an unusually large elephant issued from the dense cover
and advanced cautiously across the open ground to within a hundred
yards of the tank, where he stood perfectly motionless. So quiet
had the elephants become, although they had been roaring and
breaking the jungle throughout the day and evening, that not a
movement was now to be heard. The huge vidette remained in
his position still as a rock for a fow minutes, and then made three
successive stealthy advances of several yards, halting for some
minutes between each, with ears bent forward to catch the
slightest sound, and in this way he moved slowly up to the water's
edge. Still he did not venture to quench his thirst, for though
his fore-feet were partly in the tank, and his vast body was reflected
clear in the water, he remained for some minutes listening in perfect
stillness, Not a motion could be perceived in himself or his shadow?
He returned cautiously and slowly to the position he had first
taken on emerging from the forest. Here in a little while he was
joined by five others, with which he again proceeded as cautiously,
but less slowly than before, to within a few yards of the tank,
und then posted his patrols. He then re-entered the forest and
collected around him the whole herd, which must have amounted
to between eighty and a hundred individuals, led them across the
open ground with the most extraordinary composure and quietness
till he joined the advance guard, when he left ¢hem for a moment
and repeated his former reconnaissance at the edge of the tank.
Awer whbich, and having apparently satisfied himself that all was
safe, he returned and obviously gave the order to advance, for in
& moment the whole herd moved into the water with a degree of
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unreserved confidence so opposite to the caution and timidity which
had marked their previous movements, that nothing will ever persuade
me‘that there was not rational and preconcerted co-operation through.
out the whole party, and a degree of responsible authority exercised
Dy the patriarch leader.

« I watched them with great interest till they had satisfied them-
sclves as well in bathing as drinking, when I tried how small a
noise would apprise them of the proximity of unwelcome neighbours.

I had but to break a little twig, and the solid mass instantly took
to flight like a herd of frightened deer, each of the smaller calves
being apparently shouldered and carried along between two of the
older ones.”

The elephant is by no means particular as to the quality of the
water he drinks ; indeed, it may be said that he seldom or never
imbibes it in a pure condition, it being his habit to plunge headlong
into the tank or stream, and bathe and drink at the same time. In
the dry season, and when the usual water-courses are exhausted, the
elephant turns well-borer—scooping a deep hole in the light soil, and
depending on its being filled by a neighbouring spring. The animal,
Lowever, is cunning enpugh to be aware that if he sank his well witk
perpendicular sides, his great weight would crush them to the bottom
as soon as he approached to drink ; so he constructs it wit}y such>
gradient that the water can be safely reached with his trunk, without
endangering the construction by his ponderous weight.
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Durina the earlier periods of the Mogul Empire, it was the ordinary
Ppractice to enlist the strength and sagacity of the elephant for the
battle-field ; indeed, scarcely more than two centuries ago, the chief
in Indin who possessed the greatest force of elephants was almost
sure of victory. It was not alone the irresistible power of the ele-
phant to break the ranks of the enemy that made it valuable to an
army. Describing the elephant of war, the author of the Ayeen Akbery
says: “TFive plates of iron, each one cubit long and four fingers broad,
aro joined together by rings, and fastened round the ears of the
elephant by four chains, each an ell in length; and Detwixt these,
another chain passes over the hecad, and is sccured beneath; and
across it are four iron spikes, with Latasses and iron knobs. There
are other chains with iron spikes and knobs, hung under the throats
and over the breasts, and others fastened to the trunks; these arc
for ornament, and to frighten horses. Paklier is a kind of steel
armour that covers the body of the elephant ; there are other pieces
of it for the head and proboscis.”

When Timour, or Tamerlane, invaded the dominions of the Sultan
Mahmood (a.p. 1399), tho elephants of the latter were his greatest
obstacle. Ie surrounded his camp with an enormous ditch, and a
fampart of bucklers; buffaloes were tied together round the ram-
part, by the necks and feet, with brambles upon their heads, to
be sot on fire when the elephants approached. The forces of the
Sultan when he set out to give Timour battle, consisted of ten
thousand horse, forty thousand foot, and eclephants armed witk
suirasses, and poisoned daggers upon their trunks. In the wooden
towers upon their backs were cross-bowmen, and archers who could
fight under cover. On the sides of tho elephants were flingers of
fire and melted pitch, and rockets shod witlh iron. The dread of
this array in the army of the invaders was extreme. TUpon the
«gcks of the elephants were carried kettle-drums of brass; and
these united to the din of cymbals, and bells, and trumpets, dis-
moyod even the most dauntless. Timour fell upon the earth in



THE WAR ELEPHANT OF THE ANCIENTS, 31

prayer: he that a month before had murdered a hundred thousand
captives in cold blood, besought God to give him victory. It was
th® inscrutable will of Him to whom the Mongol prayed, that his
prayer should be answered. In the words of the Persian historian,
Sherefeddin—*“The elephants of the Sultan threw his own left wing
into disorder; the right was repulsed, and Timour himself led his
troops against the centre, The elephants fled before the sabres of
the horsemen. The expert swordsmen aimed at the trunks of the

terrified animals, and many of them were strewed over the field
with the slain. The alarm which the supposed invinecibility of the
clephants had produced was dissipated for ever. Timour's grandson,
only fiftcen years of age, wounded an clephant, and drove the animal
vefore him into his grandfather's camp. The next day the invader
sat on the throne of ¢the Indian monarch, and received the homage
of his new subjects. Twelve rhinoceroses and a hundred and twenty
elephants were paraded before him.” . -

Tu the hands of Timour, however, the captive war elephants were
made to do stout service and to win for the sold Mongol many bloody
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victorics. In less than two years the conqueror was in Syria, and
in the battle before Aleppo the main body of his army was covered
with a rank of elephants, to serve as a rampart. Their towers
were filled with archers and flingers of Greek fire. The triumph
of the elephants in this battle was a signal contrast to their defeat
at Delhi. Remembering the terrible wounds inflicted on their
trunks by the swordsmen, the cunning animals learnt to coil up
that precious apparatus out of harm’s way, and rushing upon the
main body of the Syrians broke it up, and trampled it under foot
like stubble. Marco Polo’s account of tho battle in which Kublai
Khan first conquered the elephants affords some curious illustrations
of the ancient Indian mode of employing this giant quadruped in
war.

“It happened that in the year 1272 the Grand Khan sent an
army into the countries of Vochang and Karazan, for their protec-
tion and defence against any attacks that foreigners might attempt
to make. . . . When the King of Mien (Ava) and Bangala, in
India, who was powerful in the number of his subjects, in territory,
and in wealth, knew that an army of Tartars had arrived at Vochang,
he took the resolution of advancing immediately to attack it, in
order that by its destruction the Grand Khan might be deterred
from again attempting to station a force upon the borders of his
dominions. For this purpose he assembled a very large army,
including a multitude of elephants, upon whose backs were placed
battlements, or castles of wood, capable of containing to the
number of from twelve to sixteen in each. With these and a
numerous army of horse and foot, he took the road to Vochang,
where the Grand XKhan's army lay; and encamping at no great
distance from if, intended to give his troops a few days of rest.
The King of Mien, learning that the Tartars had descended into
the plain, immediately put his army in motion, took up his ground
at the distance of about a mile from the enemy, and made a
disposition of his forces, placing the elephants in the front, and
the cavalry and infantry in two extended wings in their rear, but
leaving between them a considerable interval; here he took his
ewn sfgtion and proceeded to animate his men and encourage
them to fight valiantly, assuring them of victory, as well from
the superiority of theie numbers, being four to one, as from their
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formidable body of armed elophants, whose shock, the enemy,
who had nover before been engaged with such combatants, could
by no means resist. Then, giving orders for sounding a prodigious
number of warlike instruments, he advanced boldly with his whole
army towards that of the Tartars which remained firm, making
no movement, but suffering them to approach their entrenchments.
They then rushed out with great spirit, and the utmost eagerness
to engage; but it was soon found that the Tartar horses, unused
to the sight of such huge animals, with their castles, were terrified
and, wheeling about, attempted to fly, nor could their riders by
any exertions restrain them, whilst the King, with the whole of
his forces, was every moment gaining ground. As soon as the
prudent commander porceived this unexpected disorder, he, with-
out losing his presence of mind, instantly adopted the measure of
ordering his men to dismount, and their horses to be taken into
the wood, where they were fastened to the trees. Being dis-
mounted, the men, without loss of time, advanced on foot towards
the line of elephants, and commenced a brisk discharge of arrows.
So incessant were the discharges, all the weapons being directed
against the elephants, and none against the soldiers in the castles,
that the animals were soon covered with arrows, and suddenly
giving way, fell back upon their own people in the rear, who
were thereby thrown into confusion. Smarting under the pain
of their wounds, and terrified by the shouting of the assailants,
thay were no longer governable, but without guidance or control
ran about in all directions, until at length, impelled by rage and
fear, they rushed into a part of the wood not occupied by the
Tartars. The comsequence of this was, that from the closcpess of
the branches of large treecs, they broke with loud crashes the
castles that were upon their backs, and involved in the destruction
those who sat in them. TUpon seeing the rout of the clephants,
the Tartars acquired fresh courage, and filing off by dectachments
with perfect order and regularity, they mounted their horses and
rejoined their several edivisions, when a sanguinary and dreadful
ecombal was rencwed, ending in a complete victory by the Tartars.”

‘Whether true or fabulous, the story of Semiramis, Qugen ofa
Assyria, and her elephants, is sufficiently curious to bear relating
though it be for the hundredth time. A# war with the Indian
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monarch Stabrobates and about to invade his dominions, her Assyrian
majesty to make up for her lack of elephants, and to strike with
terror her enemies, who had reason to believe that the huge animal
existed only in India, caused to be slain three hundred thousand
black oxen, and their skins to be stitched together and stretched
upon light frames, resembling the elephant in shape, and within each of
the sham elephants was placed a camel and a man to guide its locomotion.
The day of battle arrived and the armies approached each other,
the fictitious elephants going before Semiramis’ host. Stabrobates
had however received private information of the cheat, and instead
of exhibiting alarm at the approach of the giant column, charged
with his horsemen fearlessly at it. However he was not quite so
successful as perhaps he imagined he would have been. The horse
has a natural antipathy for the camel, and when the fierce phalanx
neared the invisible skin-bearers, the war-steeds scented them, and
starting back, broke and fell into the greatest confusion. Semiramis
had probably counted on this, and at once charging the disordered
cavalry drove them back on the main army. Stabrobates was
amazed, but boldly led on his infantry, and placing his elephants
in front against their fictitious resemblances, charged. The movement
was triumphant. The antipathy of the elephant for the camel, the
terror of this animal, and its utter moral as well as physical
helplessness in such assaults is well known. The elephants bore
down the wretched and passive counterfeits, trampled them under
foot, pierced them with their tusks and tossed their carcases in the
air. Thus the tide of battle was turned in favour of Stabrobates,
and Semiramis and her army were routed entirelv
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HOW HE IS TRAPPED AND TAMED.

TeE African ivory trade dates from a remote period. ~When
Rome was at the height of her barbaric splendour, she drew largely
on Africa not only for cargoes of living elephants for the amphi-
theatre, but also for immense quantities of ivory, which was even
moro highly valued then éhan now. Scarcely an article of luxurious
furniture was made without ivory entered into its construction. Afriea
supplied the precious commodity—was drained of it—till it bggame
80 scarce that the Romans altogether abandoned the African coask
and sought tnsks in another hemisphere, o
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In no way does man so grossly abuse the authority given him over
the beast of the field as when he subjects them to unnecessary pain.
When he is so guilty for the satisfaction of his avarice, or ‘his
revenge, or his ambition, it is altogether shameful and despicable ;
but when without reason or excuse of any sort, but merely for the
Zratification of his monstrous appetite for sanguinary spectacles, and
the sight of living bodies mangled and bruised and horribly lacerated,
he pits fang against fang, and talon against talon, and, safely removed
from the contending brutes, looks coolly on, he is guilty of a savagery
worthy only of his Majesty of Dahomey. Moreover, in the caso of
the elephant, much training and persuasion must be necessary to
induce him to fight at all. With animals of a naturally pugnacious
disposition, such .as lions, and bears, and tigers, to put them in a
pit together is sufficient to insure a battle ; but with the pacific
elephant, who has neither the desire to destroy life which belongs
to the carnivorous animals, nor the means of gratifying the desire
did he possess it, the case is altogother different.

The number of elephants shipped annually from Africa to Rome
to be trained to fight each other in the circus was immense.
At the dedication of his theatre, Pompey exhibited the incredible
number of five hundred lions, and eighteen elephants, and a host
of armed men all at one time together in the circus. In the
second consulate of Pompey (B.c. 54) a number of elephants were
opposed in the circus to Getulian archers; and this exhibition,
according to Pliny, was distinguished by several remarkable circpm-
stances. One of the elephants, although furious from a wound,
18 recorded to have scized upon the shields of his adversaries and
to have thrown them in the air witk a peculiar movement, doubt-
less the effect of training, which caused the shields to whirl round
before their faull to the earth. On this occasion, too, an elephant
having been killed by a single blow of a javelin through the eye,
his fellows rushed forward in a genmeral charge to save him, and
coming with great force against the iron railings of the circus,
broke them down and injured several of the spectators. Dion, the
historian, relates that on one occasion when several elephants and
other brutes were contending together in the arena, the spectators
50 compassionated the poor animals raising their trunks to heaven
and roaring piteously, as if imploring aid of the gods, that they
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rose from their seats, and disregarding Pompey’s magisterial presence,
demanded that the elephants might be spared. Again, when Cemsar
returned to Rome, twenty elephants were exhibited fighting for
their lives against a host of spearmen; on this occasion the spectators
were protected from danger by the width of a deep ditch that
surrounded the circus,

‘Wo have no need however to refer back to so remote a period
as the Roman era for accounts of elephant baiting. In India the
“sport” was always a favourite one. Bishop Heber says: “While at
the court of Baroda, the rajah was anxious to know whether I had
observed his rhinoceros and his hunting-tigers, and offered to show
me a day’s sport with the last, or to bait an elephant for me—a
cruel amusement which here is not uncommon. . . . At the palace
of Jyepoor we were shown five or six elephants in training for a
iight. Each was scparately kept in a small paved court with a
little litter, but very dirty. They were all what is called ‘must,’
that is, fed on stimulating substances to make them furious; and
all showed in their eyes, their gaping mouths, and the constant
motion of their trunks, signs of fever and restlessness. Their mohouts
soemed to approach them with great caution; and on hearing a
step they turned round as far as their chains would allow, and
lashed fiercely with their trunks. I was moved and disgusted at
the sight of so noble creatures thus maddencd and discased by
the absurd cruelty of man, in order that they might for his diversion
inflict fresh pain and injuries on each other.”

Bernier, who was an cye witness to an clephant fight that took
place at Ava, thus describes it :—

“A wall of earth is raised three or four French feet wide, and
five or six high. The two ponderous beasts meet one another face
to face on opposite sides of the wall, each having a couple of riders,
so that the place of the man who sits on the shoulders with a
large iron hook for the purpose of guiding the elephant, may
immediately be supplied if he should be thrown down. The riders
animate the elephants ‘either by soothing words, or by chiding them
as cowards, and urge them on with their heels until the poor
creatures approach the wall and are brought to the attack. The
shock is tremendous, and it appears surprising that they ever survive
the dreadful wounds and blows inflicted by $heir tusks, their heads
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and their trunks, There are frequent pauses during the fight; it
is suspended and renewed ; and the mud wall being at length thrown
down, the stronger or more courageous elephant passes on and attacks
Lis opponent, and, putting him to flight, pursues and fastens upon
him with so much obstinacy that the animals can only be separated
by means of cherkys, or fireworks, which are made to explode between
them; for they are naturally timid, and have a particular dread of
fire, which is the reason why elephants have been used so little
in warfare since the introduction of fire-arms.

“The fight of these noble creatures is attended with much cruelty.
It frequently happens that some of the riders are trodden under
foot, and killed on the spot, the elephant having always cunning
cnough to feel the importance of dismounting the rider of his
adversary, whom he therefore endeavours to strike down with his
trunk. So eminent is the danger considered, that on the day of
combat, the unhappy men take the same formal leave of their
wives and children, as if condemned to death. They are somewhat
consoled by the reflection, that if their lives should be preserved,
and the king be pleased with their conduct, not only will their
pay be augmented, but a sack of peyssas (equal to about two pounds
sterling), will he present to them, the moment they alight from
the elephant. They have also the satisfaction of knowing that in
the event of their death, their pay will be continued to their widow,
and that their sons will be appointed to the same situation. The
mischief with which this amusement is attended, does not always ter-
minate with the death of the riders. It often happens that some of the
spectators are knocked down, and trampled upon by the elephants
in the crowd ; for the rush is terrible when, to avoid the infuriated
combatants, men and horses in confusion take to flight. The second
time I witnessed this exhibition, I owed my safety entirely io the
goodness of my horse, and the exertions of my two servants.”

To return, however, to the coast of Africa, and the ivory trade.
The Romans having ceased their traffic, the mighty elephant was left
unmolested, and once more increased and multiplied. The native
having lost his customers, and requiring for his own purposes no
more fvory than could be made into a charm, nor fantastic ornament
for himself or his squaw, hunted the animal rarcly, but when European
enorgy once more penetrated the savage elephant tegions, and made
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overtures for renewing the ivory trade, war was again declared against
the tusk bearers, and has continued ever since.

Except in a few districts of Africa, the flesh of the elephant is
not eaten ; with regard to the flavour and digestibility of the meat,
it is hard to decide, as scarcely two Europeans out of the numbers
who have had an opportunity of tasting it, agree on the subject.
Tennent says: ¢ The flesh is occasionally tasted as a matter of
curiosity ; as a steak it is coarse and tough ; but the tongue is as
delicate as that of an ox, and the foot is said to make palatable
soup.” Major Denham says : “The flesh looks coarse, but is better
flavoured than any beef I found in the country.” ILe Vaillant
having, in the course of his explorations, dined off baked elephant’s
foot, lauds it as a dish dainty enough to be set before a king,
“ Never,” says ho, “have our modern Luculluses been able to produce
on their table such a dish as I have before me. In vain their gold
reverses the order of the seasons; in vain they lay every country
under contribution, their luxury has not reached this point.” Bruce
asserts, that the Abyssinians subsist for long periods on eclephant's
flesh. “They cut the whole of the flesh from the bones, into thongs,
like the reins of a bridle, and hang them like festoons upon the
branches of trecs, till they become perfectly dry, without salt ; and
then they lay them up for their provision in the season of the rains.”

It is certain, however, that if elephants were sought for their flesh
alone, of every hundred now made to bite the dust, ninety nine
would escape. In Great DBritain alone, the annual consumption of
ivory, is about one million pounds, and as the average weight of
a tusk is sixty pounds, the number of male elephants alone annually
sacrificed must exceed eight thousand. This, however, by no means
represents the entire number slaughtered. Trom Ceylon, for instance,
the yearly importation of ivory, does not exceed a quarter of a ton,
which, despite the comparative lightness of the tusks of the Ceylon
elephant, would not involve the destruction of more than cight or
ten each year; but then a large quantity of Ceylon ivory finds its
way to China, to sdy nothing of the demands of the Duddhist
priests, in whose temples may be found tusks of the lLandsomost
and best description. DBesides his ivory, his living muscles ang sinew.*
nre required by man, to whose cunning wiles thousands of these giants
of the forests annually suceumb, and become®docile beasts of burthen,
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The existence of the elephant in a captive state i3 much more
prosaic and common-place than it used to be. Once upon a «time
when Eastern splendour was at its highest, and to be a Mogul was
to be the most terrible man on the face of the earth, the elephant
was the most indolent and magnificent and pampered brute owning
man’s supremacy. Slaves were retained to wait on him, the fat of
the land was spread before him, and when he wrathfully trumpeted,
people covered their heads, and hid from his anger. If tho animal
had the good luck to be afflicted with a sort of leprosy, so that his
hide became white or cream-coloured,* his fortune was made ever-
lastingly. In the seventeenth century, there existed in Siam a white
elephant that kept three nations at comstant war for its possession
for nearly a century, and caused the death of five kings and thou-
sands of soldiers. Tachard, who saw this pampered beast, says that
it was very small and old—three hundred years old he was informed.
This same Albino that might have dyed its white hide red a thou-
sar.d times over in the blood ‘that was shed on its behalf, was
attended by a hundred men, who fed him out of vessels of gold, ani
waited on him in the splendid pavilion in which he was housed.

Fitch thus describes the treatment of some of these sacred ele-
phants, as witnessed by him beyond the Ganges: ¢ Within the first
gate of the palace is a very large court, on both sides of which are
the houses for the king’s elephants, which are wonderfully large
and handsome, and are trained for war and for the king’s service.
Among the rest he has four white elephants, which are so great a
=arity, no other king having any but he; and were any other king
to have any, he would send for it, and if refused would go to war
for it, and would rather lose part of his kingdom than not have
the elephant. When any white elephant is brought to the king,
all the merchants in the city are commanded to go and visit him,
on which occasion each individual makes a present of half a ducal,
which amounts to a good round sum, as there are a good many
merchants, after which you may go and sce them at your pleasure,
though they stand in the king’s house. .Among his titles, the king
takes that of king of the white elephants. They do great honour

 # Mr. Balton, the author of many favourite boy’s books, says in his story of
Tare WaITE ELEPHEANT, that it is not white, but a light mahogany colour ;" a
shade or two deeper, perhaps, than her Majesty’s cream-coloured horses.
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and service to these white elephants, every one of them having a
houge decorated with golden ornaments, and getting their food in
vessels of gilt silver. Every day when they go to the river to wash,
each goes under a canopy of cloth of gold, or silk, carried by six or
eight men, and eight or ten men go before, each playing on drums,
shawms, and other instruments, When each has bathed aud has
come out of tho river, he has a gentleman to wash his feet in a
silver bason, and this officer is appointed by the king. There is no
such account made of the black elephants, be they never so great,

and some of them are wonderfully large and handsome, and full
nine cubits high.”

WIIIL I1EPHANTD

In the Birman empire the white elephant has a comfortable time of
it—at loast if handsome lodging and sumptuous food can insure com-
fort, which, after all, is more than doubtful. It will be better perhaps
to speak of tho Dirman white elephant as “happy as a king.” Major
Snodgrass in his narrative of the Burmese war, says: “So completely
influenced and guided are the Burmese by signs and omens, thaf
an unusual grunt from the white elephant was at all times sufficient
to interrupt the most important affairs, and cause the most solemn
engagements to be broken off.” o -

It was in the Birman empire that Mr. Crawford saw a white
elephant, that had his ween or minister; h#s ween-dauk, or deputy
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to that officer; his secretary, and other officers forming a complete
staff; besides which, the products of one of the finest distyicts
in the kingdom were set aside for his maintenance. The last-men-
tioned authority says, in relation to this wealthy beast: “I had
here as well as in Siam an opportunity of ascertaining that the
veneration paid to the white elephant is greatly exaggerated. The
white elephant is not an object of worship, but is considered an
indispensable part of the regalia of sovereignty. Royalty is incom-
plete without it; and the more there are, the more perfect is the
state of the kingly office considered. Both the court and people
would consider it as peculiarly inauspicious to want a white elephant,
and hence the repute in which they are held and the anxicty to
obtain them; the capture of a white elephant is conscquently
highly rewarded. The present ome was first discovered by four
common villagers, each of whom received two thousand five hun-
dred ticals in money, and offices, titles, and estates. While we
were at Ava, a report was brought that a white elephant had
been seen; but it was stated at the same time, that its capture
and transport on a sledge over the cultivated country, could only
be accomplished by the destruction of ten thousand baskets of
rice. His majesty is said to have exclaimed, more with the enthu-
siasm of an amateur than the consideration of a patriot king:
“ What signifies the destruction of ten thousand baskets of rice,
in comparison with the possession of a white elephant?” and
the order was immediately issued for the commencement of the
hunt.
‘White, brown, or grey, however, the elephants of ancient Asia led
a life that all other quadrupeds might have envied; and whether
they were worthy through leprosy to be set up as idols, or, retaining
their ratural colour, fit for no more honourable occupation than
dawdling along in the sacred processions of the Buddhist pricsts,
or to take some easy part in the gorgeous pageantries of some native
prince, they were nothing less enviable than sleek, well cared for,
indolent beasts. Their harness-chains were of gold, studded with
pearls, silver bells surmounted their heads, and tinkled delicious
" music®to their broad-flapped ears; young maidens spread the path
to be trod by their awkward feet with gay flowers, and they were
clothed in garments of oven gold and scarlet,
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LIEPAANT WITH HOUDAH

It modein times, however, the elephant has fallen fiom lus high
estate. His long hohiday has expired; his sides are stupt of the
cloth of gold, and his head shorn of the silver bells, ahd he owns
no'moic fantastic chain than the matter-of-fact iton links that secure
him in his stable, Industry has more nced of him than Luxury, and
his vast strength is required to make roads, to draw loads, and tc
clear forests. The ancient elephant hunter, with his peddling systen:
—his pitfalls, and female decoys—is no lorger equal to the task of
supplying the elephant maket. In these days, the ponderous quad
rupeds are snared a score at a time—nay, the whole of the elephantine
mhabitants of a great patch of forest, numbering frequently more
than a hundred, and embracing half a dozen distinct familhes, are
captured at one sweep.

In nearly all countiics, the elephant trap wsed is constructed on
protty much ono and the same principle. In India, it is c#led &
Keddah, and in Ceylon, a Corral (from the Portuguese curral, or
cattle-pen). One of the latter, witnessed by *Sir Emerson Tennent,
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and described by him in his “Ceylon,” affords the very best de
scription of the way in which this wholesale snaring is managed.

The period selected for a corral is that which least interferes with
the husbandry of the district, so that mot until the rice is sown
does the business begin. There is a twofold reason for this arrange-
ment. Firstly, the labour of sowing at an end, the natives, of whom
large numbers are necessary to secure the success of an elephant
hunt, have leisure ; and secondly, as the government pay only those
who assist in the erection of the corral, &c. it is essential to pick a
time when personal interest will induce the native farmers to volunteer
their services ; for the chance of their sown rice springing up, and
ripening into maturity, depends pretty much on the number of wild
elephants allowed to remain at large in the neighbourhood.

The corral is an enclosure, straight-sided, and about half as wide
as it is long—500 feet by 250, say. A hurdle-like lattice is formed
of big poles lashed together with ¢ jungle rope,” (the flexible stems
of certain parasitic climbing plants). This enormous hurdling is
securely fixed in the ground, its height from the surface being
about fifieen feet; the intersticos of the lattice being wido enough
for a man to glide through. Great forks of green limber are driven
aslant outside the hurdles, and secure them against outward pressure.
From each angle of the end by which the elephants approach, two
lines of strong fencing are coutinued on either side, and cautiously

PIAN OF CORRAL. /f
£

hidde® by the trees. So, should the herd swerve to the right
or left instead of entsring by the open passage, they would find
themselves stopped, and forced to retrace their stops to the gate.



HOW IIE IS TRAPPED AND TAMED., 45

The position chosen for a corral is always some old and frequented
route of the elephants in their periodical migrations in search of water,
and such trees and brushwood as are included within the hurdles are
' left undisturbed—especially on the side the elephants are to approach.

xxo KL CURKRAL,

As many as two or three thousand natives are cmployol to “ beat
ap” the game. According to the size of the patch of forest, and
the number of elephants known to be contained in it, so the beaters
fetch an entire circuit round the devoted spot. At first they make
no great display, only just cnough to induce the great, timid beasts
to move slowly in the direction it is required they should take.
Perhaps an entire month is so passed ; in the cowmse of which, the
living ring has contracted—a mere foot at a time—to half its first
dimensions. Then the elephants become alarmed, and the beater~
become bold. Ten paces apart all round the ring great fires me I,
and kept burning night and day; and anxious “headmer” gallop
about perpetually to see that not one of the legion of beaters flags
in his duty, for if the imprisoned brutes once discovered an outlet,
the portals of the ¢corral” might yawn in vain for that season.

Two months,” says Tennent, “had been spent in these preparations, .
and they had been thus far completed on the day when we arrived,
and took our places on the stage that had been erected for us,
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overlooking the entrance to the corral. Close beneath us a group
of tame elephants, sent by the temples and the chiefs to assist in
securing the wild ones, were picketed in the shade, and lazily fanhing
themselves with leaves. Three distinct herds, whose united numbers
were variously represented at from forty to fifty elephants, were
inclosed, and were at that moment concealed in the jungle within
a short distance of the stockade. Not a sound was permitted
to be made, each person spoke to his neighbour in whispers; and
such was the silence observed by the multitude of the watchers at
their posts, that occasionally we could hear the rustling of the
branches as some of the elephants stripped off their leaves.”

“Suddenly the signal was made, and the stillness of the forest
was broke by the shouts of the guard, the rolling of the drums and
tom-toms, and the discharge of muskets; and beginning at the most
distant side of the area, the elephants were urged forward toward the
entrance into the corral. . . . . Dry leaves and sticks were flung
upon the watch-fires till they blazed aloft and formed a line of flame
on every side, except in the direction of the corral, which was
studiously kept dark.”

Their great heads fairly turned by the flames, and shrieks, and
thunder of savage music, the leviathan herd rush headlong tc
the only spot that promises quiet and seclusion—the pitchy-dark
entrance to the corral. The great tusked leader leads the way,
and presently the corral gates are closed on the whole number.
Then, as the striking of a single match, great bonfires surrounding
the trap suddenly flare up. The effect is terrific.

“The elephants first dashed to the very extremity of the enclosure,
and being brought up by the powerful fence, started back to regair
the gate, but found it closed. Their terror was sublime; they
hurried round the corral at a rapid pace, but seeing it girt by
fire on every side, they attempted to force the stockade, but were
driven back by the guards with spears and flambeaux; and on
whichever side they approached, they were repulsed with shoute
and discharges of musketry. Collecting into one group they would
pause for a moment in apparent bewilderment, then burst off in
anothgy direction as if it had suddenly occurred to them to try
some point which they had before overlooked ; but again repulsed,
turned to their forlorn westing place in the centre of the corral.”
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As no more was to be done that night, the company occupying
the stage retired. At daylightwhen Sir Emerson Tennent visited
the gorral, he found the captives dead beat and subdued, and huddled
together ina group, while “the enclosureon all sides was surrounded
by crouds of men and boys with spears or white peeled wands
about ten feet long.”

Meantime preparations were being made to conduct into the
corral the trained tame elephants who were to act as Delilahs to
the entrapped Sampsons, One of these crafty females was named
Siribeddi, and was allowed to be the cleverest brute in Ceylon,
and certainly she was guilty of nothing on this occasion to damage
her reputation.

Having entered the corral noiselessly, she moved slowly along,
with a sly composure and an assumed air of easy indifference ;
sauntering leisurely in the direction of the captives, and halting
now and then to pick a bunch of grass or a few leaves as she
passed. Asshe approached the herd, they put themselves in mgfion
to meet her, and the leader having advanced in front and passed
his trunk gently over her head turned and paeed slowly back to his
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dejected companions, Siribeddi followed with the same listless
step, and drew herself up close behind him, thus affording the
nooser an opportunity to glide under her and slip the noose vver
the hind foot of the wild one. The latter instantly perceiving his
danger, shook off the rope and turned to attack the man. He
would have suffered for his temerity, had not Siribeddi protected
him by raising her trunk and driving the assailant into the midst
of the herd.

Again the terror stricken elephants gathered in the centre ot
the corral, when two more decoys were sont to Siribeddi’s assistance,
and between them they managed to single out the biggest fellow of
the captive company. This time the nooser was more successful ;
the loop was hitched over the brute’s hind leg, and the nooser
together with Siribeddi’s two assistants shecred off, leaving the
former accomplished animal (to whose collar was attached the other
end of the looped cable) to secure her prisoner to a tree apart from the
rest of the herd. Calm as a human pig-jobber, who hauls by the leg
the poor porker to the slaughter-house, and with as much indifference
to its squeals and struggles, Siribeddi hauled off her lumbering charge
—tail first—toward the proper tree. Giving her end of the rope one

SIRIBEDDI'S EXYXLOIT.

iurn round the trunk of the tree, she endeavoured to Laul the beast
st the other end, close up; this however was beyond her strength,
80 one of the tame ones who from & distance had been critically
observing the perfornfhnce, and saw Mrs. Siribeddi’s dilemma, came
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to the rescue ; sho coolly confronted the bellowing prisoner, placed
her shoulder to his, and “backed” him, while every inch of rope
thus ‘gained was hauled in by the female at the tree, till he was
fairly brought to a stand at the foot thereof. The other tame
elephant now came up, and, shiclded by the three, the nooser
fastened his ¢ jungle-ropes” round the remaining three legs, securing
the other end of each rope to a tree, and the capture was complete.

Then the decoys moved off to attend to their business, leaving
the captive alone, and the brute scemed suddenly to become alive
to the extent of his misery. Says Tennent: “As long as the tame
ones stood beside him he remained comparatively calm and almost
passive under his sufferings, but the moment they moved off and
he was left utterly alone, he made the most surprising efforts to
free himself and rejoin his companions. IIe felt the ropes with
his trunk and tried to unfasten the numerous knots; he drew
backwards to liberato his fore-legs, then leaned forward to extricate
the hind ones, till every branch of the tall tree vibrated with his
struggles. He screamed, in his anguish, with his proboscis raised
high in the air, then falling on his sido he laid his head to the
ground, first his cheek and then his brow, and pressed down his
doubled-in trunk, as though he would force it into the earth;
then suddenly rising he balanced himself on his forehead and his
fore-legs, holding his hind feet fairly off the ground. This scene
of distress continued some hours, with occasional pauses of apparent
stupor, after which the struggle was from time to time remewed
abruptly and as if Dby some sudden impulse; but at last tho
vain strife subsided, and the poor animal stood perfectly motionless,
the image of exhaustion and despair.”

Amoang the elephants trapped in the corral in question, were two
little creatures about ten months old. 'When the dam of the smallest
of the two was noosed and being dragged along by the decoys, baby
elephant kept close to her side, consoling her and quarrelling with
the noosers and butting them with its harmless head. It was driven
back to the herd, and there it sought comfort of another elderly
female, lying across her forehead while she caressed it and stroked
it with her trunk. As soon, however, as the noosers had prgperly
secured and left its parent, up got the young one and scampered
to her side, and was finally dragged off screaming and holding out

4
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its trunk towards its mother piteously. Wonderfully, too, they
resemble infantile bipeds; for, says Tennent, “the most amusing
thing was, that in the midst of all their agony and affectiofi, the
little fellows seized on every article of food that was thrown to them, »
and ate and roared simultancously.”

For three days the captives lay there, the elder ones for more
than half the time proudly spurning and trampling under foot the
food offered them by their captors. Some stood otionless as though
overcome by stupor, others never ceased to chafe and writhe with
feverish impatience, while others, again, lay prostrate in the mud,
moaning their despair, and gently beating the ground with their
trunks in the extremity of melancholy. Round about the verge
of the corral, big fires blazed at night, and dusky watchers paced
to and fro with their spears and white sticks, or reclined about
the fires till their turn for duty came. In the day-time the natives
for miles round made holiday. By thousands they assembled round
the great hurdles; old women with their old husbands; young
women with brown babies lashed to their backs; and girls,
fantastically dressed, and mincing maidens were there, whose
genteel and well-oiled sweethearts called their attention to sights
worth seeing, or joined them in a dance to the mellow music of
the Kandyan flute. The captive leviathans within the enclosure
could hear the flute, and that some of their ears were not unmusical
was evident by the little piggy eyes du'ected toward the player,
and the placid wagging of the great ﬂaps that covered their opgans
of hearing.

‘When the captive’s spirit is sufficiently subdued, a stall is appor-
ticnel him between that of two half-tamed elephants, and he

hﬁ_—

HENDOO.

soon returns to his food. The stable servants are each armed
with a hendoo the point of which is held towards the wild
clepehant’s trunk, while one or two others rub his back and keep
up a humdrum chant, in which the poor brute is addressed as the
chanter’s “mother” qor “gon,” according to its age and sex and
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enjoined to behave itself as mildly as possible. In most cases,
however, the wild uncouth creature is callous to this politeness,
and sfrikes out furiously with its trunk; each time, however, the
#cnder weapon alights on the points of the spiky kendoos, and pre-
sently becomes so sore, that it is curled up and placed out of harm’s
way, and an important step towards his subjugation is accomplished.
Then he is allowed a bath, an operation which he delights in in
a free state, but decidedly objects to for the first few weeks of his
slavery. He is escorted down to the tank by two trained elephants,
where his legs are hobbled, and he is goaded with the merciless
hendoo till he consents to lie down. Nor is the bath the only
thing necessary to a newly caught elephant. The skill of the ele-
phant doctor is for many weeks needful to heal its poor legs, that
are certainly cut to the bone by the coarse wvegetable rope with
which he was first nooscd; sometimes, indeed, these wounds will
remain for months and even years. In most cases, however, within
three months of his capture the huge brute is found treading clay
in a brick-field (generally his first occupation), or in company of a
thoroughly tamed brother, drawing a great waggon.

CROAEING 4 RIVER.



1 EPHANT IN hIDDAU O

HOW IIE 1S HUNTED FOR IIIS IVORY

As has been alieady stated, the pridefal Romans in the prime of
their barbane splendour so unceasingly huntcd the Afiican elephant
for the sake of his ivory tusks, that the numbers of the ammal
werc thinned almost to eatinction. Lcft once moie to themselves,
however, regencration was an easy matter. Iis mode of living
interfered with the peace and comfort of not onc of his four-footed
forest companions. Of the lion, the leopard, and his other flesh-
eating neighbours, he went in no fear, for how hungry scever they
might be, the flesh of his mighty carcase was above their daring—tho
clephant might safely crop the green boughs of a tiee, in the shadow
of which the tawny monarch of the forest was grumbling over the
bones left from yesterday’s dinner; and so his peaceful career might
have continued, had it not occurred to some cunning mortal to invent
that magic dust, called gunpowder.

Nothing more disastrous could have occurred to the savage portion
of brute creation than the invention in question, and before all
otkers, this remark must apply to the elephant ard other colossal
animals, whose tenacity of lfe is almost as remarkable as their
enormous size, DBefore the deudly dust was known, the elephant,
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possessed of almost as much intelligence as his savage human foe,
could afford to despise his puny weapons ; darts and arrows availed
not against his vital parts, and he could encounter the solitary
‘hunter armed with his javelin with as little concern as might a
grave mastiff an old woman flourishing her darning needle.

But against a hundred old women and a hundred darning needles
the mastiff would find himeelf in a sorry predicament; every vein
in its body would be punctured, and its life drained out by drib-
lets. So it was with the elephant in ancient times, when a score
of savages each bearing a sheaf of spears set upon him—so it is
to this very day in regions so barbarous and remote from civiliza-
tion, that the murderous bullet is unknown. On the banks of
the Zambesi in Southern Africa, Livingstone saw an elephant hunt,
and pictures the poor animal with red and strcaming sides, bearing
in her carcase so many javelins that she looked more like a gigantic
porcupine than an elephant, and finally dying from sheer loss of
blood.

There is, however, in South Africa, a solitary hunter whom the
elephant can by no means afford to despise. This cunning savage
makes of the iron of the country, a blade nearly two feet long,
double-edged, and sharp as a razor; this he lashes to a shaft as
thick as onc’s wrist, and as long as a stable-broomstick. So armed,
ho sclects a tree in an elephant-track, and makes himself a little
stage amongst its branches, and thereon lodges till a fated brute
passes beneath. Then, like a gleam of lightning, descends the
long knife into the elephant’s carcase, and though the wound does
not at once kill, the hunter has but to descend from his lurking
place, and follow the maddened brute, who with the blade in his
side secks to hide himself in the depths of the forest. At every step,
however, the long handlo knocks against the trees and brushwood,
and the dreadful gash is widened and decpened, and the blood
issues from it till, faint and helpless, the great creature sinks to his
knoes, and the solitary hunter can despoil him at his leisure.

“ Hamstringing” is another mode favoured by the native hunters
of Africa. Sometimes this is performed afoot, but generally with
the aid of a horse. Two hunters—both naked as when born—mgunt
him together, sometimes with a saddle, and sometimes on the steed’s
bare back. The rider who sits in front carrie8 no more formidable
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arms than a switch, but the behind man has a broad sword-blade,
with a strip of hide bound round onc end of it for conv~nient
handling. As soon as an elephant is seen, the horse is galloped,
towards it, and if it flecs it is pursued till brought to a stand, and
then the man with the switch proceeds to abuse it with all his
might. He invents wicked stories concerning the wild elephant’s
tespectable mother ; declares that he slew its grandfather, ils father,
and several of its uncles and brothers, and that now he has come
to slay it—without doubt the greatest ass of the entire family.

Every word of these reproaches, the humnter believes the wild
elephant to understand, and when it trumpets defiantly and charges
him, attributes it to sheer aggravation. Charge him it does,
however, and this is exactly what the man with the switch desires,
and by a scries of cunning manceuvres he manages so that him-
self and his horse, shall entirely engage the elephant’s attention ;
meanwhile he who sat behind with the broad sword has slipped
silently to the ground, dodges behind the elephant, and with one
swinging cut severs the tendon, just above the brute’s heel. In
a moment the swordsman vaults to the horse’s back, and away the
couple ride to fetch assistance, quite sure of finding their crippled
game at the exact spot where it was stricken.

After all, however, it must be acknowledged that, although more
destructive to their number, the bullet is more mereiful than
the sword or spear. Though, indeed, one must peruse the hunting
exploits of more than one sportsman, or he may arrive at an
altogether different conclusion. This would, I am afraid, be the
case, were the doings of Roualeyen Gordon Cumming alone to be
reviewed. He might, for instance, be apt to find another term
than “Sport” for the following incident related as having oc-
curred to the above gentleman. MHaving planted a bullet in the
shoulder bone of an elephant, and caused the agonized creature to
lean for support against a tree, the mighty hunter proceeds to unpack
his kit and brew a little coffee. Having refreshed himself with the
comforting beverage—taking observations of the torturcd elephant’s
spasms and writhings, between the sips—“I resolved to make
expefments on vulnerable points, and, approaching very near, I fired
several bullets at dxﬁ‘erent parts of his enormous skull. Ie only
acknowledged the shots by a salaam-like movement of his trunk,
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with the point of which ke gently touched the wounds with a striking
and peculiar action. Surprised and shocked to find that I was
only i)rolonging the sufferings of the mnoble beast, which bore its
trials with such dignified composure, I resolved to finish the
proceeding with all possible despatch, and accordingly opened firo
upon him from the left side. Aiming at the shoulder, I fired six
shots with the two-grooved rifle, which must have eventually proved
mortal ; after which I fired six shots at the same part with the
Dutch six-pounder. Large tears now trickled from his eyes, which
he slowly shut and opened ; his colossal frame shivered convulsively,
and falling on his side he expired.”

All this is the more inexcusable as, over and over again, Mr.
Cumming narrates how he slew this and that giant beast with a
single well-directed shot. The bravery of his exploits is altogether
obscured by the “blood” by which they are deluged, and the
i““sportsman ” is altogether overshadowed by the wholesale carcase
butcher and ivory huckster.

As to the precise spot at which an clephant hunter should aim
his bullet, opinion widely differs. One authority says, “IHit him
behind the ear, or beware the consequences.” Another (Anderssou,
of Lake Ngami celebrity), “I found the best point to aim at was
the shoulder, either behind or in the centre, near to the lower edge
of the car” Another hunter emphatically declares that no plan is
cqual to that of “shattering hLis fore-leg, and reducing him at once
to udter helplessness ; ” while among the Singhalese, says Sir Emerson
Tennent, “the practice is to aim invariably at the head; and the
sportsman finds his safety to consist in boldly facing the animal to
within fifteen paces, and lodging a bullet either in the temple or
in the hiollow over the eye, or in a well-known spot immediately
above the trunk, where the weaker structure of the skull affords
casy access to the brain.”

There would certainly scem to be immense danger atiached to
the Singhaleso system, but expericnce proves the contrary. For the
sake of the fow shillings’ reward offered by the government, the)
were shot, from 1849 to 1856, at the rate of mnearly a thousand each
year; and, as the coroners’ rcturns prove, not morc than #hree gndi-
viduals died in any one ycar from hurts received of elephants, wild
or tame. It is, however, only fair to remark, that African sportemen
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generally agrec that the elephant of Ceylon is by no means the most
formidable sort. Certainly the African brute is the largest, and
differs from all others in the size of its ears. Livingstone thakes
mention of one that was shot on the Zambesi, whose ear-flaps
measured four feet across, and jfour feet five inches in depth. The
above authority also asserts that he has seen a native, overtaken by
a sudden rain-storm, find snug and complete shelter under one of
his elephant’s ears.

SICI ('R FROM RN

In those regions of Africa where the elephant is caten, the cutting
ap of a carcase must be a curious spectacle. It is thus described by
a modern traveller :—*The rough outer skin is first removed in large
sheets from the side that lies uppermost. Several coats of an under
skin are then met with. This skin is of a tough and pliant nature,
and is used by the natives to make water-bags. They remove this
gkin with care, and it is formed into bags by gathering the corners
and edges, and transfixing the whole on a pointed wand. The flesh
is then removed from the ribs, when the hatchets come into play,
with which they chop through, and remove individually, each colossal
rib. The bowels are thus laid bare, and in the removal cf these the
leading men take a lively interest, for it is throughout and around
the intestines that the fat of the elephant is mainly found. This
fat is chiefly used in cooking their bilitonge (dried strips of elephant
flesh) and they also eat it with their corn. After the bowels are
removed, the operators set about finding the fat that lines the inside
of the flesh; and to accomplish this, men get into the cavity in the
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side (like getting into a boiler through the man-hole), and hand up
the fat in great broad pieces to their comrades.”

THe same authority states that, during the process of carving the
carcase, the operators’ delight is covering themselves with the blood,
“each man taking up the fill of both his hands, and spreading it
over the back and shoulders of his friend.” After that, our terrible
market slaughterman, with his greasy thigh-boots, his belt full of
sharp knives, his face speckled red, and a flaring candle surmounting
his forehead, becomes quite & mild picture.

In remarkable contrast to the few individuals killed in elephant
warfare, stands the fact, that nearly everybody who ever handled
a rifle against this giant beast, and wrote about it, has at least one
marvellous escape to relate. Many of them, however are so ery
wonderful—so suggestive of the idea that the bow—the long ome—
rather than the riflo, has been used—that I shall not venture to
quote them. There is no need ; enough of marvellous adventure
can be culled from the experiences of modern travellers—men whose
credit is beyond a question.

Although not the most modern, certainly one of the best stories
of elephant chase is related by Lieutenant Moodie. At the time
of the adventure, the experience of the licutenant as regarded elephant
hunt:ing was small—indecd, he had never seen but one of the mighty
quadrupeds slain, and that was only the day before. However, this
little taste of the noble sport was sufficient to set him yearning for
angfher bout; and when early the next morning the presence near
the camp of a large drove of elephants was announced, the narrator
lost no {ime in cquipping for the sport, and set off to join the’
hunters. On his way, however, he got lost in the jungle, and saw
nothing of those of whom he ‘was in quest until he heard a gun
fired and heard his own name shouted, together with cries of “passop/”
(look out). At the same time, he was aware of a rending and
crashing of junglo stems, and presently a whole troop of elephants,
headed by a mighty female, came bearing down directly towards
him. Being rather uncertain of his aim, the lieutemant thought
it best to step out of the path and run in a contrary direction.
He did so, but in looking back discovered to his horror thus the
elephants, too, had altered their course and were in full chase of
him, the great female still in front and tfumpeting like a very
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demon, and three others on either side of her evidently fully bent
on mischief. Under the circumstances, Mr. Moodie resolved .still
to reserve his fire, and increasing his speed made for the bank
of a small river with the idea of swimming across and taking refuge
among the rocks that skirted its opposite side. Before, however, he
could reach the stream, the thundering footsteps came close up
behind, and the screaming and trumpeting of the seven mighty
beasts became deafening, There was no other chance, so the lieu-
tenant, screwing up his courage, faced round, shouldered his gum,
and let fly at the big female. Unfortunately, however, the powder did
not immediately ignite; and the aim being thus spoiled the bullet
merely grazed the head of the advancing elephant, who, halting
only for an instant, came on again more vengefully than before.

“I fell—I cannot say whether struck down by her trunk or
not. She then made a thrust at me with her tusk. Luckily she
had only one, and luckier still that one missed me. She then
caught me with her trunk by the middle, threw me beneath her
fore feet and knocked me about between them for a little space.
I was scarcely in a condition to compute the number of minutes
very accurately. Once she pressed her foot on my chest with
such foree, that I actually felt the bones as it were hending beneath
the weight, and once she trod on the middle of my arm, which
fortunately lay flat on the ground at the time. During this rough
handling, however, I never entircly lost my recollection, else I have
little doubt she would have settled my accounts with this workd;
but owing to the roundness of her foot I generally managed, by
twisting my body and limbs, to escape her dircet tread. While I
was still undergoing this buffeting, Licutenant Chisholm and Diedrick,
a Hottentot, had come up and fired scveral shots at her, one of which
hit her in the shoulder, and at the same time, her companions
retiring and screaming to her from the edge of the forest, she
reluctantly left me, giving me a cuff or two with her hind-feet in
passing. I got up, picked up my gun, and staggered away as fast
as my aching bones would allow; but observing that she turned
round and looked back towards me beforo entering the bush, I lay
downein the long grass, by which means I escaped her observation,”

Murderous as was the behaviour of the she elephant above alluded
to, she was presently dfter the heroine of a tragedy, and as such so
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comported herself as to induce one to forgive her previous delinquency.
It seems that while tho crowd of hunters, including Mr. Moodie's
brother, were gathered round him listening to his marvellous story, 1
big male elephant, who was probably related to the female and had
been an eye-witness to the indignities to which she had been
subjected, rushed from his hiding-place, and, seizing a soldier from
the company, carricd him off, and in a few moments crushed him
into a shapeless mass beneath his ponderous knees. What followed
will be best related in Lieutenant Moodie’s own language.

“Shortly after this catasirophe, a shot from one of the people broke
this male elephant’s left fore-leg, which completely disabled him from
running. On this occasion we witnessed a touching instance of
affection and sagacity in the clephant, which I cannot forbear to
relate, as it so wecll illustrates the character of this noble animal
Secing the danger and distress of her mate, the female before
mentioned (my personal antagonist), regardless of her own danger,
quitted her shelter in the bush, rushed out to his assistance, walked
round and round him, chasing away the assailants and still returning to
his side and caressing him, and when he attempted to walk she placed
her flank under his wounded side and supported him. This scene
continued nearly half an hour, until the female received a severe
wound, which drove her again to the bush, where she speedily sank
exhausted from the loss of blood, and the male soon after received a
mortal wound and sank to the earth.”

few sportsmen have been placed in a more terrible predicament
than was Mr. Andersson while halting at Kobis, on his road to
Lake Ngami. Ilearing that clephants and rhinoceroses were in
the habit of frequenting certain pools to drink, he sct out alone
onc moonlight night, carrying a blanket and two or thres guns,
and took up his position on a strip of land that divided two
pools. “Just as I had completed my arrangements,” says he, “a
noise like that of the passage of artillery broke the stillness of
the air—it evidently came from the direction of one of the numerous
stony paths or rather tracks leading to the water. Raising mysclf
from my recumbent position, I fixed my eyes steadily on the part
of the bush whence the strange sounds proceeded, but for®some

“time I was unablo to make out the cause. All at once, however,
the mystery was explained, by the appearance 8f an immense elephant,
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immediately followed by others, amounting to eighteen. Their towering
forms told me at a glance that they were all males.

“Crouching down as low as possible, I waited with beating heart
and ready rifle the approach of the leading male, who, unconscious
of peril, was making straight for my hiding-place. The positiou
of his body, however, was unfavourable for a shot; and knowing
from experience that I had little chance of obtaining more than
a good single one, I waited for an opportunity to fire at his shoulder,
which, as before said, is preferable to any other part when shooting
at night. But this chance, unfortunately, was not afforded me till
.lis enormous bulk towered above my head. The consequence was
that, while in the act of raising the muzzle of my rifle, my body
caught his eye, and before I could place the piece to my shoulder,
he swung himself round and, with trunk elevated and ears spread,
desperately charged me. It was now too late to think of flight,
much less of slaying the savage beast. My own lifoe was in immi-
nent jeopardy; and seeing that if I remained partially erect he
would inevitably seize me with his proboscis, I threw myself on
my back with some violence, in which position and without shoulder-
ing the rifle I fired upwards at random towards his chest, uttering,
at the same time, the most picrcing shouts and cries. The change
of position, in all human probability, saved my life; for at the same
instant the trunk of the enraged animal descended preciscly on the
spot where I had been previously crouched, sweeping away the
stones (many of a large size) like so many pebbles. In another
moment his broad fore-feet passed directly over my face.

“I now expected nothing short of being crushed to death ; but
imagine my relief when, instead of renewing the charge, he swerved
to the left and moved off with considerable rapidity—most happily
without my having received other injuries than a few bruises occasioned
by the falling of the stones. Under Providence, I attribute my
extraordinary escape to the confusion of the animal caused by
the wound I had inflicted on him, and to the cries elicited from me
when in my utmost need.”

A still more wondrous story is told by a gentleman, who adopts
the agbriguet of the “Old Shekarry” (a “Shekarry” is an Indian
game tracker), and who lately returned from a hunting tour, through
the * Hunting Groundsof the Old World.” While in the Annamullay
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forest, Southern India, accompanied by his native “beater” Goo-
looloo, he had already laid low two bull elephants, when his beater
once more gave warning ; and hardly had his master time to snatch
up his gun, ere a male and seven female elephants dashed past,
not more than fifty paces distant. Says the Old Shekarry : —

«1 threw up my rifle and, aiming behind the ear, let drive a
couple of snap shots, for the chance of stopping him, the last of
which took effect, for it brought him to his knees ; but he immediately
regained his legs and, separating from the females, tore frantically
through the forest, which he made resound with his angry roar.
I snatched my sccond spare gun from Goolooloo, (2 heavy two-
ounce double rifle), and, jumping down the bank, ran with all speed
to cut him off at the gorge, which was extremely narrow, as the
torrent made its way Dbetween a huge cleft in the rock, through
which I knew he must pass, in order to join the rest of the herd.
I was running down tho bed of the stream, on either side of which
rose high banks, when I heard a rattling noise among the stones
behind me, and on turning my head, I saw the wounded bull
tearing after me, with his eyes flashing fire and his tail straight on
end, about forty paces distant. Speed I knew would not avail
me; he would have been down upon me before I could have
clambored up the bank, so I swung round and dropped on my knee,
to take a moro steady aim. On he charged with a fiendish shriek
of revenge; Ilet him como to within fifteen paces, waen I let
driye, aiming between his cyes—my favourite shot—but whether
it was that I was unsteady, being breathless from my run, or that
my rifle, which weighed sixteen pounds, was too heavy, I know not ;
but my left arm dropped the moment I pulled the trigger (not
from nervousness, for I was perfoctly cool, and never lost my presence
of mind for a moment), and my shot took effect four inches too
low, entering the fleshy part of the root of the trunk, instead of
penetrating the brain. It failed to stop him ; and before I could
get out of the way the huge brute was on me. I saw something
dark pass over me, felt a sovere blow, and found myself whizzing
through the air ; then all was oblivion.

“When I came $o, I found myself lying on my face, in a pwel of
olood, which came from my nose, mouth, and ears. Although ncarly
choked with clotted gore, a senso of my pétilous situation flashed
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across my mind, and I strove to rise and look after my antagonist,
but he was nowhere to bo seen. I picked myself up, and although
fearfully bruised and shaken, found that no bones were broken. I
was lying on the top of the bank, although quite unable to account
to myself how I got there. In the dry bed of the nullah I saw my
rifle, and after much painful exertion managed to crawl down and
get it. The muzzle was filled with sand, which I cleared out as
well as I could ; and then, sitting by the edge of the stream, began
to wash away the blood, and bathe my face and head. 'Whilst so
employed, I heard a piercing shrick, and saw Goolooloo rushing
towards me, closely followed by the infuriated elephant, who was
almost mad from the pain of his wounds. Luckily, a hanging branch
was in his way, and with the agility of a monkey he caught hold of
it, and swung himself up the bank, where he was safe. The elephant,
baulked of his victim, rushed wildly backwards and forwards two
or three times, as if searching for him, and then, with a hoarse scream
of disappointment, came tearing down the be( of the nullah. I was
directly in his path, and powerless to get out of the way. A moment
more, and I saw that I was perceived, for down he charged on me
with a roar of vengeance. With difficulty I raised my rifle, and,
taking a steady aim between his eyes, pulled the trigger—it was my
only chance. When the smoke cleared away, I perceived a mighty
mass lying close to me. At last I had conquered. Soon after this
I must have sunk into a swoon, for I hardly remembered anything
until I found myself in my hut. .

“My body was very much swollen from the severe blow I had
received, my back being black from the waist upwards. A native
remedy was applied, and my back covered with leeches, but I was
entirely laid up, and had to return to Ooty to recruit.”

Now that the elephant has played his part in the “ Wild Sports
of the World,” and another actor in our great Natural Drama waits
to be introduced, we are anxious to refer once again to the wondrous
structure and intelligence of the animal whom we have just seen
under a variety of aspects. Fruitless, however, it would be, and
to our mind unpleasant, to argue the sublime works of the Creator,
apde to speculate how any alteration of the works of His hands
would have “answered.” From the tiny ant to the huge elephant,
Perfection is the simple and only term that expresses animal formation
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—Nature is mnever imperfect, never superfluous. The many-legged
centipede deprived even of an atom of a limb, would halt and go
lame? the shaggy bison of all his million hairs, has not one too
» many ; and of the host of minute tubes composing the elephant’s
trunk, each has its functions, and if maimed, the whole is an
imperfect machine, and so remains, without Nature consents to
repair the injury. The intelligence of the elephant is as wonderful
as its structure. Viewing with our ignorant eyes its vast bulk, its
shapeless legs, its huge tun-like body, its little head, and swinish
cyes and ears, it does not scem a promising casket, yet, as the dullest
schoolboy knows, it occasionally exhibits instinet so near akin to
reason, that one is puzzled to know where the line may be drawn.
The threadbare stories of the tailor who pricked the elephant’s trunk
with his needle, and of the weak elephant, who watched his
opportunity to push his big bully brother into the well, might
be here repeated, as illustrative of the above-mentioned difficulty;
but it is not neccssary, as there is a better story than either, related
by Tennent. Through ill usage and bad fare, an elephant had
fallen down in the road, and its attendants, attributing its behaviour
to laziness, and not illness, put a chain about it, and attaching one
end of the chain to another clephant, bade him haul up the lazy
beast. At the first pull, however, the poor creature groaned so
plaintively, that the puller saw at once how the case stood, and
immediately dropping the chain, faced the bystanders, and trumpeted
his jndignation at their Lrutality; then turning to the prostrate one,
he tenderly loosed the iron links from about its emaciated carcase.

ConsIpCRING that our account of the Elephant would be incomplete without
a portrait of the author on whom we have drawn so largely for our information,
we applied to Sir Emerson Tennent to give a sitting to Mr. Mayall, the pho-
tographic artist. Sir Emerson very obligingly acceded to our request, and we
are anxious to acknowledge this courtesy, and also to express the satisfaction
we feel that the majority of the Engravings of the Elephant have received the
commendation of one who is 8o perfectly acquainted with the animal. 'We quote
the following from an article prepared for * Beeton’s Dictionary of Universal
Information” :—

TexsexT (Sir James Emerson), a modern statesman and writer, who after
concluding his educational career at Trinity College, Dublin, repaired to Greece,
whither he had been attracted by an ardent sympathy for the cause of ek
#hdependence. Three eloquent and remarkable works resulted from this journey :
*Greece in 1825, “ Letters from the ASgean,” andethe ¢ History of Modem
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3 the last of which contained some curious details relative to the
establishment of the monarchy. Shortly after the appearance of the last work,
he was called to the bar at Lincoln’s Inn, but never practised. Until 1832 he
had borne only his paternal name of Emerson, but having in the previous year
married the daughter and heiress of William Tennent, a wealthy banker of Bel-*
fast, he, upon succeeding to the estates of that gentleman, assumed the additional
name of Tennent. In the latter year he entered the House of Commons as
member for Belfast, and was returned a second time in 1835. Ile lost his seat
at the general election of 1837, but regained it upon petition ; in 1841 he was
unseated upon petition, but was immediately afterwards again returned, and
continued in the House till 1845, when he rcceived the honour of knighthood,
and was appointed Civil Secretary to the Colonial Government of Ceylon. At a
subsequent period he became Lieutenant Governor of Ceylon. After his return
to England he was, in 1852, returned member for Lisburn, and received the ap-
pointment of Secretary to the Poor Law Board, an office which he rosigned to
accept that of Joint Secretary to the Board of Trade. Iis active parliamentary
and official life did not prevent his frequently appearing as the author of valuable
works, the chief of which were ¢ Belgium,” ¢ A Treatise on the Copyright of
Designs for Printed Fabrics,” ¢ Christianity in Ceylon,” and ¢ Wine, its Uses and
Taxation.” In 1859 he produced his ¢ Ceylon,” which speedily became one of the
most popular works of the day, and was translated into scveral foreign languages
It is distinguished among even the best works of its class for its correct and ex-
tensive series of observations upon natural history. Upon the habits of one
animal—the elephant—the book throws a woild of light, and so greatly is o
knowledge of this gigantic quadruped increased, that it is not tvo much to say of
the book that, until its appearance, we were but dimly acquainted with perhaps
the most interesting animal of the brute creation. In the House of Commons,
Sir James Emerson Tennent distinguished himself by carrying the Copyright of
Designs Act, for which boon the manufacturers of the United Kingdom presented
him in 1843 with a testimonial and a service of plate of the value of £3,000.
Bom at Belfast, 1504.
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ASIATIC LIONS

STRUCTURE OF THE LION

TaE high degree of intelligence end activity exhibited by carnivorous
quadrupeds entitles them to take precedence of the herbivorous races.
Against this opinion, indeed, may be quoted scorus of instances of
wondrous cunning, and sagacity, and docility, displayed by the
horse, the clephant, the camel, &c.; but the mere fact that such
instances aro remarkable is of itself sufficient evidence of the general
intellectual inferiori;.y of the animals quoted, and indced of the
entire family represented by them. On the other hand, so far from
there being occasion to hunt up cascs of peculiar intelligence among
the widely spread carnivorous tribes, the difficulty would be to find
a dull dog, or a cat incompetent to conduct its business.

And herein, as in everything, shines the swipassing wisdom of
the Creator. The ox that is yoked to the plough, the horse that,
moves with us in the every-day paths of life, the camel, on whose

5
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patient docility frequently depends the lives of scores of desert
travellers ; all these are endowed with just sufficient understanding
to chbey the commands of man—to lie down, to rise up, to put out
their utmost speed at a shake of the rein—and possessing not a
single propensity or inclination that man is not empowered fo check
or subjugs¥e. But with the carnivora the case is very different.
Although, as was decreed, they are unable to contend against man’s
authority, they disdain his patronage and protection, maintaining
their liberty with their lives, it forming no part of the Divine
scheme that they should ever forget their thirst for blood, or become
tame.

70" -
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SKFLETON OF THE LION.

The domestication of the dog, an undoubted member of the digi-
tade carnivora, may be quoted against the above, but there can
be no doubt that the dog was specially provided for the use of
mankind. In the case of the dog, it has not been merely given to
man as a servant endowed with zeal and sagacity, but an efflicien’
helper in difficulties ho is incompetent to meet. In bodily strength
man is unable to cope with ferocious enemics that surround him on
nil sides; his senses are imperfect when compared with some of
the lower animals; in speed he is outstripped by the very creatures
appointed to be his food ; how, then, are all these deficiencies to
be compensated? The dog has been placed at man’s disposal: its
instincts, its size, its form, its scnses, and its corporeal attributes,
wee all subjugated to his control; and thus, whatever aid he may
require, is to be obtained by the cultivation of its faculties.



STRUCTURE OF THE LION. A7

The cat has no such claim to be considered a purely domesticated
animal, or one reclaimed from its primal savagery. It is merely a
beast df prey, availing itself of the advantages of civilization, while,
.at the same time, it is faithful to thé dictates of its bloodthirsty
and unsympathetic nature. The instincts of the cat are much more
stubborn than its fur, and though this may be cultivated to silky
softness, and Grimalkin lie all along your hearth-tug, innocent as a
lamb, and purring in the fulness of its contented heart, you have
but to turn your back, and lo! there rises from the hearth before
the affrighted eyes of your canary, or parrot, a grim monster with
bare teeth, and bristling tail, as anxious to rend flesh, and bathe its
nose in warm blood, as the tiger that crouches and glides through
the Indian jungle.

Of the wondrous strength of the lion, nearly all that can has
already been said. By one blow of his tremendous fore-paw he
will bring a running horse o a dead halt, with its shoulder-bone
shattered ; and the skull of a man, curiously strong as it is, the lion
can crush benecath his foot, as you or I could crush a cherry-stone.
He can take a dead buffalo by the neck, and partly dragging, partly
carrying it, make off at a half-run ; first, however, disembowelling
it, that it may be less cumbersome. It is even asserted, on credible
authority, that, leaping over a high farm-fence, it will slay a bullock,
and, dreading to stay and devour it on the spot, will bring it to
the wall, raise it from the ground in his mouth, and by a mighty
effort of his great muscles, toss it up so that it shall fall without
the fonce.  Quick as lightning the poacher follows the plunder, and
with it he is off in a twinkling.

Tho most important adjunct to the terrible strength of the lion,
and indeed of the whole of the feline carnivora, is the noiselessness
with which they are enabled to approach their prey; and the
mechanism that provides for this at the same time answers an
equally important purpose, viz.,, the kecping the animal's claws con-
stantly clean, and sound, and sharp. Three elastic ligaments, derived
from the penultimate joints of the toe, are inserted into the last
phalanx in such a manner, that by their elasticity under ordinary
circumstances, they keep the claw laid back upon the upper asp-sm
of the foot, so that the soft cushion beneath the toes is the only
part brought into contact with tho ground. B@t when the animal
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springs upon its prey, the tendons of the flexor muscles of the toes
implanted into the opposite surface of the phalanx, overcoming the
elasticity of the retractile ligaments, pluck forward the curved claws,
and burying them deeply into the flesh of its victim, the strongest
animals struggle vainly to shake off a gripe so tenacious.

PAW,

An inspection of the tongue of a carnivorous quadruped at once
shows that that member possesses little delicacy of perception. It
is only in man, and those herbivorous animals that prepare their
food in the mouth by a prolonged mastication, that the semsoe in
question is thoroughly developed. Seeing that the carnivora tear
to picces and swallow their food in large morsels, it can scarcely be
supposed that they pay much attention to its sapid qualities.

In the cat tribe, all the middle portion of the surface of the
tongue is covered over with sharp recurved and horny spines, adaptcd,

PORTION OF SURFACE OF TONGUE, AND SMALL PORTION OF 3AME MAGNI¥ISD.

a3 it were, to file off remnants of soft flesh from the bones of their
victims, The strength of these spines in the tiger tribe is very
cemarkable, and, as will be found recorded in its proper place,
j=otances have repeatedly occurred where a tiger has been wounded
by a bullet, and discovered, a few hours afterwards, with soveral
inches round the wound licked as bare as the back of one's hand
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There can be no doubt, however, that besides aiding in the pacification
of their ravenous appetites, the saw-like tongue of the tiger and his
brethren is useful in cleansing and dressing their beautiful skins.

The teeth of the lion, as of all the carnivora, the quadrumana, and
also of man, are composed of bone and enamel—the entire crown, or
projecting portion, being covered with the latter. From marked
differences in their form in different regions of the mouth, such
teeth are conveniently divisible into four groups, called, respectively,
tncisores, laniares, or canine teeth; pseudo-molars, or false grinders;
and molars, or grinding-teeth.

SECTION OF TOOTH.

“The ivory that forms the bulk of the tooth” (b), says Rymer
Jones, “is formed by tho surface of an internal pulp (a), and as
it slowly accumulates, encroaching upon the central cavity, and penc-
trating more deeply into the socket, the fang is gradually formed,
and the central pulp shrinks until, in the fully formed tooth, it be-
comes reduced to a thin membrane, richly supplied with vessels and
rerves, which lines the small central cavity that remains. Before
the progressively advancing tooth issues from the nidus wherein it
is produced, the enamel is deposited upon the surface of the ivory
by the lining membrane of the capsule (c), and becomes arranged
in crystalline fibres placed perpendicularly to the surface of the
ivory, until the whole crown of the tooth is adequately coated with
this important additional substance. Meanwhile, the growth of the
tooth still proceeds by the lengthening of its root, until at last the
crown issues from the jaw, and the enamel-secreting membrane (c)
becomes obliterated.” The felinee have fower teeth than the other
carnivora, having no tuberculous or flat grinders; of cheek teeth,
they have only three or four on each side, strong pointed and thh
shear-like edges, solely useful for dividing flesh.

* In the cats that hunt in the gloom, and consequently require every
ray of light that can be made available, the pupll is a long vertical
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fissure ; but this only obtains among the smaller genera, for in those
felinse carnivora that surpass the ocelot in size, such as tho lion,
tiger, and leopard, the pupil again assumes a round form. Furnished
with a nictitating membrane, the eyes of this genus shine in the
twilight with a brilliant greenish or orange hue.

Among the ancients there was a pretty general belief that the
lion, being furnished with a convenient spike at the extremity of
its tail, availed himself of the same to lash his sides, and so get
up a violent passion whenever it suited him. This delusion is of
course scouted in these wise times, but, like many other superstitions,
it is not without a certain foundation. Actually, lions and leopards
have been found with this thorny tail; Blumenbach, M. Deshays,
Mr. Woods, and others, bring testimony no less substantial than
the prickle itself to prove its existence. The one exhibited by
Mr. Woods, was corneous, like an ordinary nail, solid throughout its
greater part, and sharp at the apex. The spine in question, however,
was g0 slightly attached to the skin, that
it came off in the hands of the beast-
keeper who was examining it ; and, bearing
in mind this fact, too much stress should
not be laid on the circumstance urged
in disproof of the prickle doctrine, that among the tails of all the
stuffed specimens in the Society’s Museum, the spine was found
but in one instance. The same remark applies equally to the living
carnivora confined in menageries. It may be fairly assumed that never
did lion have such cause for angry tail-lashing as when he first found
himself pent in a narrow dungeon ; and it is hard to imagine any-
thing more inimical to the safety of the slightly attached prickle
than constant collision with iron bars.

Respecting the voice of the lion, opinion, or perhaps it would be
more correct to say taste, differs, A noise that may shake to their
very foundation your delicately strung nerves, may only afford to
mine, more blunt in quality, an unpleasant tingling. Maybe you
are a person of powerful imagination, who, catching a little sound,
inflate it bladderwise with the breath of fancy, till it assumes moun-
fafous proportions; on the other hand, I may be—just as uncon
sciously—of mulish t,mmd, and, hearing the roar of artillery, turn
and inquire, “ Who whispered?”

SPINE IN LION'S TAJL,
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“To talk of the roar of the lion as majestic,” writes Dr. Living
stone, who for many months trod the very same paths as the animal in
quostion, “ is mere twaddle. Heard in combinaticn with the tremen-
dously loud thunder of Southern Africa, on a night so pitchy dark
that every flash of the intensely vivid lightning leaves you with the
impression of stone blindness, while the rain pours down so fast that
your fire goes out, leaving you without the protection of even a tree,
or the chance of your gun going off, it is well calculated to inspire
fear; but when you are in a comfortable house or waggon, the case
is very different, and you hear the voice of the lion without either
awe or alarmn. The silly ostrich makes a noise as loud, yet he was
never feared by man. In general, the lion’s voice seems to come
decper from the chest than that of the ostrich, but to this day I can
distinguish between them with certainty only by knowing that the
ostrich roars by day and the lion by night.”

On the contrary, Mr. Cumming, who traversed the very regions
where Livingstone formed the above opinions, and had, as his book
attests, scores of opportunities of hearing the voice of the lion under
every possible circumstance, remarks over and over again on “the
lion’s appalling and murderous roar,” “the lion’s majestic voice,” “‘the
thunder of the king of brutes,” &c. &c. ¢ When the lion speaketh,”
says a grave and ancient suthority, “his breath maketh the big trees
to quake, and the smaller animals infesting his domain to gape with
fear” Jules Gerard, a wonderful hunter, and one who has studied
the habits of the lion as coolly and minutely as ever a dog-fancier
studied a peculiar breed of spaniels, tells us of “the noise that re-
sembles the distant roar of artillery;” ¢“never has your ear been struck
with a more harmonious and magnificent sound. Young and old
crouch at it, and listen with solemn respect to the voice before
which all others are silent; that voice which tells of the strength
and courage of the strongest and most courageous animal on tha
face of the earth.”

SKULL OF LIONM.
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I, For one, am by no means
obliged to those modern Nimrods
who hava suddenly discovered
that the lion—the king of beasts
—the bold and generous monarch
of the forest—the grateful brute
3 that spared Androcles—the type

-, - and emblem of British pluck and
maguanimity—is, after all, the merest cur. According to these
worthies the royal arms of England is an antiquated delusion,
ard the true British nursery jingle, concerning the lion and the
unicorn, with the sad fate of the latter, and the triumph and
feasting of the former, one of the silliest errors ever propagated
The lion beat the unicorn! Pshaw! With one poke of his horn
the unicorn could bring the big-maned braggart to his knees roaring
for mercy !

I can’t believe it—I won't believe it. Where is the evidence
td™Prove it? You consult Mr. Cumming, and he tells you of the
scores of lions he has made to bite the dust as easily as pigs are
stuck in a Wiltshire farm-vard. But snnnnan inctand A8 dha a1
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higldy-finished, certain, death-dealing rifle, these wholesale lion
slaughterers had been armed with the old and uncertain flint-
mounted blunderbuss. They then would have had a very different
story to tell—but an insignificant per centage, indeed, being left
to tell anything. Is the noble beast to be defamed because somo
clever Jacobs, or Daker, or Westley Richards invents improvements
in guns? It seems to me that there the secret lies. What can with-
stand the constant growth of man’s ingenuity? He throws bridges
over rivers wide and deep, but the tide runs just as fiercely; he
harncsses steam to his chariot and outstrips the wind, but a mile is
still a mile; he points his deadly riflc at the king of the forest and
lays him low, but that he ¢s king of the forest, and as such
acknowledged by every living beast, I maintain.

As to this writer and that, busying their pens to prove that the
lion is not a ‘“generous” brute, and that he will attack a lone man
in the wilderness, is, to say the lcast, absurd. Of course he will
attack a lone man, why shouldn’t he? He isa beast of prey, and man-
flesh is as toothsome for him—mno more nor less, possibly—as the
flesh of the boar and buffalo. YWhat does %e know about gencrosity ¥
His monitor is his belly. It appeals to him, reminds him of his
hooked fangs and sharp claws, and he acts on the hint the first
time he spies fair game. He is not a whit less “generous” than
man himself. Whenever did poctic reflection on the “ antlered monarch
of the glen ” spoil a man’s appetite for venison? WWho amongst us is
found wasting sentiment over the “fleecy lamb” in the season of
green peas?  Now, hear his virtues.

Whatever may be said against the lion, no hunter ever yet reported
him, wherever he has been found, anything but “a faithful husband
and affectionate parent.” So good an account cannot be given of
his wifo, who, as a rule, is cruel, mean, and vicious. When she
arrives at the age of three years, and her parents will no longer
support her, she goes abroad to seek a mate. She, however, is
fastidious, and seldom or ever accepts the first young fellow that
makes up to her. She can afford to pick and chooss—young he
lions being much more plentiful than shes, in consequence of the
lotter having immense difficulty in cutting their teeth, and, in T
beast one case in every four, dying from that cguse in their infancy.
So she picks her way daintily along till two or three young fellows,
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sighing like furnace, join her train, quarrelling jealously amongst them-
selves,and snapping and biting at each other, but ever humble and courtly
in their behaviour towards her. If her beaus are well matched for
size and strength, this game is kept up for a day or two, until there
comes along a right royal bachelor lion with full-grown glistening
teeth and a handsome mane. Heedless of the presence of her
youthful suitors he pays court to her; and instead of pleading
“ engagement,” ag one might think she would, the treacherous vixen
lends an attentive ear to his briof pleadings, and reclines on the
ground while he settles the question with his rivals. This takes
but very few minutes. While he rushes amongst them giving one
o claw and another a grip, she lies pleasantly watching the sport,
expressing her approval by purring and wagging her tail till they
are all sent limping off; then she rises and gaily trots off with
the vietor.

From that moment he is her slave. She walks first, he follows
till she grows hungry, then ke goes first—goes alone in fact—to
find “er some supper, she reclining comfortably along the leaf-strewn
ground meanwhile. 'When he finds some supper, he brings it to
her, or, if too heavy, he stands hy the side of the game and roars
till she comes; touching not a mouthful until she has filled her
belly and given him leave to begin. In fact he is “her’s till death”
—or he would be if she would allow him; but she won't. She
cleaves to her lord just so long as a better looking lion keeps
out of sight, but not a moment beyond. Jules Gerard relates an
anecdote illustrative of the conjugal fidelity of the lioness.

An Arab, one moonlight night, climbed into a tree with his gun
for the purpose of shooting a stag. About midnight he saw a
lioness approaching, followed by a full-grown lion. The lioness
left the path in the midst of the jungle, and laid down at the
foot of the tree in which the Arab was perched. The lion, however,
kept tke path and appeared to be listening to something. TPresently
the man in the trce caught the fuintest possible sound of a roar,
and the lioness under the tree at once responded. The husband
of the audacious beast, scowling terribly at her, threw up his head
‘and gave forth a roar so full of wrath and defiance, that the terrified
man in the tree drgpped his gun, and was obliged to cling to tlM
branches to save himself from falling.
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By degrees the distant roaring became louder, as did the tones
of thg lioness, while the lion, glaring furiously and whipping his
hollow sides with his fail, hurried to and fro from the path to
the tree, and seemed to employ himself equally in reasoning with
his fickle mate on the impropricty of her behaviour, and in giving
bold replies to the challenges of his approaching foe.

After a while, asplendid black-maned lion made his appearance at
the extremity of the jungle, and the lioness at once rose to go towards
him ; but her husband, divining her intention, leapt before, and
presently stood face to face with his dark-haired rival. They crouched
to spring at the same instant, and, leaping, met and embraced in
the air. Then they rolled over to the earth and began & long and

terrible siruggle 5 and while bones were cracking between the mighty
juws of the fighters—while too busy to waste time in roaring they
clawed and gripped and vented their pain and fury in muffled
sobs und moans—the lioness lay placidly on the grass blinking W&
eyes und pleasurably wagging her tail. By degregs the struggling of the
brutes became less and less fierce ; and presently one lay still entirel¥
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and tho other had so little life left that his roar of victory was a
mere whisper. So the lioness finding that the sport was over,
walked leisurely to the prostrate bodies, sniffed one—then the
other, and then trotted off without the least concern.

The lion is of nocturnal habits, and there can be little doubt
that the prevalent opinion respecting his friendliness to man takes
root in that fact. IIe never turns out from his lair from sunrise
to sunset except when he is disturbed by thirst or some cqually
weighty rcason; and then he slouches along in a somnolent condition;
and is no more aware of surrounding objects than is a man who
wakes in the middle of the night, parched with thirst, and sleepily
gropes for his water-glass. The drowsy lion, like the drowsy man,
pacifies his thirst and then returns to his slumbers. “When a
lion is met in the day-time,” says Dr. Livingstone, “if preconccived
notions do not lead you to expect something very noble or
majestic, you will see merely an animal, somewhat larger than
the biggest dog you ever saw, and partaking very strongly of the
canine features; the face is not much like the usual drawings of a
lion, the nose being prolonged like the dog’s. When encountered
in the day-time, the lion stands a sccond or two, then turns slowly
round and walks as slowly away for a dozen paces, looking over
his shoulder, then begins to trot, and when he thinks himsclf out
of sight, bounds off like a greyhound.”

The same authority asscrts that the moon is as fatal to lions
hunting as the sun; and that so general was the sense of sccurity
experienced on a moonlight night throughout his company, that
the oxen were seldom tied up, but allowed to lie looscly by the
waggons ; whereas if this negligence were permitted on a dark
night, the certain penalty would be the abstraction of an ox or
a horse,

Lions and lionesses generally couple about January, and from
one to three cubs are born at a litter; if three, two males and
one female; if two, one of cach secx. For several days after her
young come into the world, the lioness never leaves them for an
instant ; but as soon as they can trot by her side she takes them
{8 a bit of a walk, and treats them to a nice piece of sheep or goat’s
fiesh, carefully shroddced so a8 not to hurt their tender gums ; indeed\
the inhabitants of regions where lions abound know to their sorzow
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anhen the lion has children born to him, by the sudden havoe
made amongst the most tender of their flocks.

At the age of three or four months they go with their mother
to meot father lion returning from his hunting excursions; and
in another month or so they accompany both parents on their
business errands, and get inmtiated into the mystenes of the chase.
They even attempt now and then to pluck thew own suppur frem
the Arab’s flock ; if they fail there 18 no harm done, for futher hion
s close at hand and ready te mend auy bunglicg hLis sons nay
be gnilty of

w4

\\

When the young lion reaches the rge of two yeais, he is able to
strangle and pull down a horse, or an ox ; and so he continues to giow
and increase in strength till he rcaches his eighth year, and s
talons, and teeth, and mano are perfect, and he grows no more
His powers are long enduring. For twenty yeais after ho arunves at
maturity, his fangs and sinews show no signs of decyy ; but after that,
he gradually becomes fooblo, his tecth fail him, and he becomes
“cubbish,” He is no longer a match for the tremendous buffelo—he
" ovormatched even by the peaceful ox, so h¢ prowls round the
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cattle kralls, and snatches a lamb or a kid, just as he did when he
set out with his parents, nearly thirty years before. A woman or a
child abroad at night shares the same fate. His strength and sight
now decline more and more, till the mighty lion grows lean and mangy
and crawls about from place to place, eating any offal he can pick up,
and despising not even so small an animal as the field mouse ; 8o he
starves and dies, or is fallen on and slaughtered by a few cowardly
hyeenas ; or, discovered unable to move beneath a tree, is kirocked on
the head by some wandering hunter.

Lions are never seen in herds ; five or six occasicnally hant together,
but they are nearly always of one family—a mixzed company of
black and tawny lions is never seen. 'When a lion attacks his prey he
usually aims at the throat, immediately below the jaw, or at the
flank near the hind leg. The flank, however, is the most common
point of attack, and on that part he commences to feast. e does
not maul or mangle his food; he will rip open and disembowel an
ox, as neatly as a Newgate Market butcher, and either eat up the
entrails at once (he is especially fond of this portion of the ox) or
else remove them to a short distance and save them for a dainty snack
to-morrow ; while for the present, he pacifies his hungry belly with
the solid flesh, crushing ponderous bones as a walnut is crushed
between the laps of iron nut-crackers, and laying bare & row of ribe
with as much ease as you or T could strip 2 mackerel.

¢ P OR (FOUTMARAE) OF THE LIOX
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" THE FIGHTING LION OF ANCIENT ROME

In ;ncient Rome, when & magistrate or other important or rich man
died, it was the custom of his next of kin to anoint his grave with
the blood of a certain number of slaves or captives, to appease any
hankering for carnage that might still belong to the spirit of the
deceased. For many years this was done privately, but on the death
of a Roman ruler that occurred mnearly three hundred years before
the Christian era, his two sons introduced, as a public spectacle, a
host of half-naked and armed men, hemmed within a guarded
space, and forced to hack, and slash, and cut each other’s throats,
until the slaughtered, immersed in crimson pools, strewed the ground,
and the arms of the slaughterers were listless from sheer exhaustion.
So much was the spectacle enjoyed by the barbarians who came to
see, that gladiatorial shows became henceforth a national institution.

The gladiator market was at first fed but from two sources—
malefactors and unruly slaves condemned to death, and prisoners of
war. Schools were established for breeding these human fighters, who
were bought for a small sum of the authorities by the schoolmasters.
The Zanista or teacher took care that his pupils were fed on strong
food, and kept clean, and wrought to tho highest pitch of physical
perfection of which they were capable. When a great man died, his
son went to the ZLanista and bought as many fighters as he could
afford,—the wretches bargained for having no more voice in the
matter than have a cageful of rats that, for a consideration, pass
from the hands of the industrious rat-catcher to the brutal owner of
a “ratting pit.”

Sometimes these horrid shows took place on the ground where the
leceased was burnt, but generally in an amphitheatre. The ruins of
one of the largest—the Colosseum—exists at the present day. It
was begun by Vespasian, and finished by Titus. It was of an oval
form, and capable of holding ninety thousand people. The effluvia
arising from so vast a mob was found to be so unpleasant to the royal
and courtly noses present, that tanks containing perfumed water were
here and there fixed, and, during the heat of the day, the liquid was,
squirted on and among the rabble, scenting them decently. While

Jhe bloodshed was progressing, bets were made cqueerning the fortunes
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of the struggling wretches with as much frecdom as is excrcised
in these days at Epsom or Newmarket in the matter of a horse-race.
There were several sorts of fighting men: the Retiarié were
dressed in short tunics, and went barc-headed; in one hand these
worthies bore a sort of three-headed, trident-shaped spear, and in the
other hand a little net slung to a thong: the mnet was to bo cast over
the head of an enemy and pulled tight about his throat, while he
was gpitted with the dreadful threc-pronged fork. Some fought with
houked swords; some with two swords; some with a sword and a kind

THE COTOSEELM

of single-looped lasso; some, more curious than all, were armed with
a spear, seated on horseback, and bound, on peralty of death, to keep
the eyes fast closed during the combat. It was common for the fighters
fiustly to engoge with wooden weapons, that they might the better
judge the tactics of their adversary: at a signal, these playthings
were flung aside, the proper tools caught up, and the butchery
begun in earnest. The stage on which the fighting took place was
strewn with sand, fo soak up the blood; and when one got so badly
wounded that his life was quite in the hands of his adversary, he
shad the privilege of begging his life of the audience. This he did
by pointing at his wounds, lowering the point of his weapon, mu}
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bowing his head humbly. But even his forlorn attitude, and tl.ze
urgent petitions uttered by the many gaping crixfxson mouths dis-
figuriflg his naked body were sometimes insufficient to move the
sympathies of the bloodthirsty sight-seers. Bome, no c.lon.bt, Wonl’d
willingly enough have responded favourably to the fuinting man's
petition, if it had not unfortunately happened that they had taken odds
that he never left the arera alive; others, whose brutal eyes had been
regaled by the sight of a few crimson driblets, hankered gluttonously

for more: these, desiring that the man should be slain, held out their
hands with the thumbs turned downward; others more merciful, and
with a lesser appetite for human blood, and already satisfied, turned
up their thumbs, Numbers carried the day if the case were left to
the people, but if the emperor chose to put his royal thumbs ir®
motion there was an end to the voting. If the man’s life was spared,

'be was rewarded with money, or a crown decors¥ed with ribands ; or,
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if he had acquitted himself very bravely, a wooden sword was pre-
sented to him, in token that he was exempt from the arena for ever
after; if, however, the down-turcing of thumbs was universal, the
poor petitioner was slain as ho stood, and two grim attendants,
entermg the 1irg, fixed a hook in the carcase and dragged it away.
Anciently, women were not allowed to be present at these sickening
spectacles without the explicit permission of those in authority over
them; the Empcror Augustus, however, removed this restriction, and
made a portion of his immense amphitheatre free to ladies. It is a
melancholy fact, and one agreed on by all historians, that there were
ro such cruel thumbs as those owned by the fomale portion of the
auditory. However eloquent the appeal, in nine cases out of ten, the
fair thumbs were inexorable, and, pointing downward, condemned the
spent gladiator to death.

Tho most attractive of all the Roman amphitheatrical shows were
those in which wild beasts were pitted to fight each other, or, better
still, where a drove of men, scantily furnished with arms, and a drove
of gaunt and thirsty lions and tigers were together turned into the
tighting space. The men who engaged in these conflicts wero called
Destiarit, and were chiefly selected from prisoners sentenced to death,
or from the lower order of slaves. Athletic freemen, however, would
sometimes enter the arena for hire, and slaves, who, barely plucking
their lives from the lion’s jaws, were granted their freedom, would
continue their old pursuits at so much per battle, iill, one day,
some lithe tiger laying them low, they had the satisfaction of dying
affluent men. After the triumph of Trajan over the Dacians, spec-
tacles of this character werce exhibited for a hundred and twenty-
three days. Claudius was emperor at the time, and by his command
eleven thousand wild animals, and ten thousand gladiators took part
in the “sports.” The beasts were kept in strong pens, called
vivaria, attached to the amphitheatre. During the five days’ revel
that took place at the inauguration of the second consulship of
Pompey, five hundred lions were introduced into the arena, and
every one slaughtered. Part of this number fell by the weapons of
the Bestiarii, and part by the teeth and talons of their brethren.
Tt would be interesting to know how many human lives were
involved in the destruction of this tremendous host of great-maned
wonsters, each endoted with the strength of six men, and possessed-.
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of courage in proportion! Pliny, who has left the above record,
furnishes no particulars on this head.

Five hundred lions in five days! A hundred gaunt fiery-eyed
lions, so recently from their African forest haunts, that the sight of
man is just as offensive to them as when peering over the edge of the
pitfall, the eye of trapper and trapped first met ;—a hundred of these
monsters, loose and raging, among a company of ill-armed men through
the length of a summer's day! The reader must excuse me dwelling
on the subject for a moment, for really it is so stupendous a matter
that T am glad to loiter the better to realize it. A hundred, however,
is too many ;—it means nothing but a heaving heap of great gaping
mouths, red as coral and hot as flame, and all set with great white
glistening teeth, and of big, death-dealing arms, each tipped with a row
of crooked claws; the hot breath of the furious beasts making a
cloud through which they can be but dimly seen, the thunder of their
voices swallowing all other sound for a mile round.

Let us take a battle of five lions and five Bestiarii. The arcna
is about twice the circumference of the pit of an ordinary theatre,
and thickly strewn with sand, or sawdust, to keep the combatants
from slipping, and for other obvious purposes. A tall wall surrounds
the circus, and on the edge of the wall, and projecting partly over it,
is a canopied platform, called the Podium. Here sat the importar.t
personages of the realm—the emperor, the ambassadors of foreign
nations, and the proprietor for the time of the exhibition, known as
the Editor. Shelving down from a great height, to the rim of this
wall, and round the entire circuit of it, was a wall of eager human
faces, anxious for the “ sport” to begin.

Presently it does begin. The five doomed Bestiarii enter the great
sand-strown ring, each armed with a short straight sword. Tall,
graceful, athletic-looking fellows, with muscles like woven wire, and
in the prime of manhood, and yet withal as nigh to death as life can
be. This is a time of intense excitement with the spectators, and
while the five forlorn ones, with the resolution of despair, take their
proper positions, a hundred thousand eyes are busily taking inventory
of their shape, and build, and regulating their bets accordingly. In
the thickness of the great wall are iron gates and the creaking oft
these is a signal that hushes the buzzing and whispering as effectnally
as the ringing of the little bell at theatres befcre the curtain rises.
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Simultaneously with the creaking of the iron gates is heard a low decep
moaning, as much more terrible than loud roaring, as the hoarse
whispered blurting of a man mad with rage is more terrible than his
loudest expostulations. The lions are mad with rage. They have
been but a little time in custody : the forest furze is even yet tangled
in their bold manes, and their lips yet red with the blood of free-
hunted game. As they emerge from the various passages and enter
the arena, they stand with tall necks, and wide open nostrils, and
flashing eyes, mnot as poor prisoners surrounded by ten thousand
enemies, but rather like five mighty kings who, having left their
customary haunt—the amphitheatre—for a while, suddenly return to
find it invested by a multitude of inferior animals,

The five Bestiarit, however, are the only ones of the multitude
within reach of the five outraged monarchs; and amused at such
casy prey, they throw back their proud heads and roar scornfully,
at the same time most significantly furrowing the ground with
their impatient talons. They, however, won’t begin the fray. Each
marking his antagonist, advances boldly to within thirty paces of
him, and then crouches down with his strong loins upreared and
his head close to the ground watchfully waiting. DBut the eye of
cach Destiarius is as vigilant as that of his savage foe, his bearing
is just as courageous, and the muscles of the man’s limbs twitch
and throb, as do the lion’s. Presently, with a feint to the left
and to the right, and then with a swift straightforward bound, the
swordsman commences the attack and the spell is broken. What
pen can picture the Bedlam scene that at once ensues? The
hideous cries of the wounded beast, the appalling shricks of the
mangled Bestiarii ; the cleaving of flesh with sharp steel, the crunch-
ing of bone by jagged teeth; the spontancous rising, and yelling,
and hand-clapping, and cap-waving of the multitude; the vociferous
cheering on of men to slaughter the lions, and of the lions to
slaughter the men—just as the betting went! A few minutes,
however, settles the important event; the struggle in the circus is
at an end, bets are paid over, the dead and dying are hauled out
of the ecircus, and fresh sand strewn to cover the blood patches
~and make all snug and comfortable for the acting of the next scene.

It is generally believed, at the present day, that death by the
teeth and claws of"wild beasts is by no means of so painful a“
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character as might be supposed. It seems that the mere act of
geizure by any of the cat tribe is sufficient so to benumb the
facultios as to put one at once past all sensation of pain or even
horror. Aswill be found recorded at length, presently, Doctor Living-
stone was once as fairly in the jaws of a lion as ever was mouse
in those of a fierce grimalkin. By a miracle the missionary escaped,
but as he emphatically asserts, while in the brute’s power, the penl
of his position never once troubled him.
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That this fact, however, was unknown to the Romans is ceitan
from the fact that to give culprits of the worst order to wild
beasts was the most terrible punishment they could devise.
More than all, with sword, and fire, and crosses, and ponds full
of voracious fish at their disposal, death by wild beasts was th®
most favourite mode of showing their intense hatred towards the
primitive Christians; and it could hardly have'been love of “sport”
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that actuated them to adopt this mode of punishment, for the
victims, whose crime was forsaking heathenism, were nct allowed
to fight for their lives, but merely cast headlong to the famished
brutes, who received them as an ordinary meal, and so disposed
of them.

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, was one of the most remarkable of
these Christian martyrs who came to death by the lion’s jaws.
Accused of entertaining Christian belief, he was carried before the
Emperor Trajan and by him questioned. After a long conference,
Trajan asked of the bishop the direct question, “Dost thou, then,
carry Him who was crucified within thee #”” I do,” replied Ignatius,
“for it is written, ‘I dwell in them and walk in them.’” Then
Trajan pronounced this sentence against him: “Since Ignatiue
confesses that he carries within himself Him that was crucified, we
command that he be carried, bound, by soldiers to great Rome,
there to be thrown to the wild beasts for the entertainment of the
people.”

Ignatius was nowise averse to the sentence—indeed, he gloried
in it; and when certain Roman Christians, who were high in
power, offered to intercede for him with a view to obtaining his
pardon, he implored them not to interfere but to allow the emperor’s
will to be executed, at the same time expressing a fervent desire
that the lions might consume him utterly and so make a worldly end
of him, “When he was led to execution he was attended by a
number of the brethren, and was allowed to join in prayer with
them. And he prayed to the Son of God in behalf of the churches,
that he would put a stop to the persecution and continue the love
of the brethren towards each other. He was then led into the
smphitheatre and speedily thrown to the wild beasts. He had
here also his wish. The beasts were his grave. A few bones
only were left, which the deacons gathered, carefully preserved, and
afterwards buried at Antioch.”
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Trx hunting tactics of Europeans abroad are vastly different
from those pursued by the natives themselves. It would, however.
be unfair to claim for the former superiority on this account alone
With the semi-naked savage, cunning and stratagem are natura¥
defensive weapons, and on them he mainly depends for immunitw
from the teeth and claws of his four-footed carnivorous neighbours.
With men of civilized birth, it is very different. Science provides
them with blades sharp as tiger's claws, and cruel as lion’s fangs, and
with projectiles more certain of dealing death to a vital pmt at a
single bound, than the lithest cat that ever roared and leapt. Stil®
as the lion, despite his fangs and talons, would be despicable without
courage, and his great mwvscles, fit only to be npphed to the shafts of a
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sand cart, so would the dagger, and pistol and rifle, be mere wooden
toys, unless the hands that grasped them weroe steadied by a sgrenely
beating heart, unless the eye that glanced down the barrel of the gun
for a particular finger's-breath in a lion’s raging countenance, performed
the operation as coolly as though it were taking observations of tha
moon through the big telescope at Greenwich.

Pluck against pluck—cucumber coolness and nerves of steel, against
fangs and claws ;—these are the terms on which the European
hunter meets his big-maned enemy, Lion, lord of brutes. The
number of lion-hunting adventures that might be strung together,
would certainly fill a volume quite as large as this; and in making a
selection with a view of securing the best, and most authentic, some
consideration is necessary. Suppose we begin with a story showing
what a perilous business lion-hunting is, and how terribly the odds
are against the inexperienced hunter.

Mr. Andersson is the hero. At the time he and his party were
halting near the Richterfeldt mission station, on the banks ot the
Swakoss river. The narrator had just sat down to his dinner, when
several horror-stricken natives came bursting into his tent, with the
alarming announcement, that a short distance off, a lion had just
pounced on and carried away a goat, and begged Andersson to come
and destroy the beast. “They had so often cried ¢ wolf’ that I did
not give much heed to their statements ; but as they persisted in their
story, I at last determined to ascertain the truth. IIaving strapped
to my waist a shooting-belt containing the several requisites of a
hunter—such as bullets, caps, knife, &c., I shouldered my trusty
double-barrelled gun (after loading it with steel-pointed balls), and
followed the men. In a short time we reached the spot where the
lion was believed to have taken refuge. This was a dense tamarisk
brake of some considerable extent.

“On the rising ground above the brake in question, were drawn up
in battle array, a number of Damaras and Namaquas, some armed
with assagais, and a few with guns. Others of the party were in the
brake itself, endeavouring to oust the lion. But as it seemed to me
'that the beaters were timid, and, moreover, somewhat slow in their
‘movements, I called them back ; and accompanied only by one or
two persons, as also » few worthless dogs, entered the brake myself.
It was a rather dangerous proceeding, for in places the cover was
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¢o thick and tangled, as to oblige me to creep on my lands and
knees ; and the lion in consequence, might easily have pounced upon
me without a moment’s warning. At that time, however, I had
not obtained my experimental knowledge of the old saying ‘a burnt
child dreads the fire’—and therefore felt little or no apprehension.

“Thus I had proceeded for some time, when suddenly and within
a few paces of where I stood, I heard a low angry growl, which
caused the dogs with hair erect, in the manner of hog's bristles, and
with their tails between their legs, to slink behind my heels.
Immediately afterwards a tremendous shout of “ Ongeama! Ongeama !”
(the lion! the lion!) was raised by the natives, on the bank above,
followed by a discharge of fire-arms, Prescntly, however, all was still
again ; for the lion, as I subsequently learned, after showing himself
on the outskirts of the brake had retreated into it.

“Once more I attempted to dislodge the beast ; but finding the
enemy awaiting him in the more open counh:y, he was very loth to
leave his strong-hold. Again, however, I succeeded in driving him
to the edge of the brake, where, as in the first instance, he was
received with a volley ; but a broomstick would be equally efficacious
as a gun in the hands of these people; for out of a great number of
shots that were fired, not one scemed to have taken effect. Worn out
at length by my exertions, disgusted beyond measure at the way in
which the natives bungled the affair, I left the tamarisk brake, and
rejoining them on the bank above, offered to change places with them ;
but my proposal, as I expected, was forthwith declined.

“ As the day, however, was now fast drawing to a close, I determined
to make one other cffort to destroy the lion, and should that prove
unsuccessful, to give up the chase. Accordingly, accompanied only by
a single native, I again cntered the brake in question,"which I ex-
amined for some time without seeing anything ; but an arriving at that
part of the cover we had first searched, and when in a spot com-
paratively free from bushes, up suddenly sprung the beast within a
few paces of me. It was a black-maned lion, and one of the largest
I ever remember to have encountered in Africa. But his movements
were so rapid, so silent and smooth withal, that it was not until he
had partially entered the thick cover (at which time he might hav®
been about thirty paces distant) that I could fire. On receiving the
ball, with a terrific roar he wheeled round and bounded towards me,
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When within a few paces he crouched as if about to spring, having
his head embedded, so to say, betweon his fore-paws.

“Drawing a large hunting-knife and slipping it over the wrisf of my
right hand, I dropped on one knee, and thus preparcd, awaited his
onset. It was an awful moment of suspense, and my situation was
critical in the extreme. Stiil my presence of mind never for a moment
forsook me—indeed, I felt that nothing but the most perfect coolness
and absolute self-command would be of any avail.

“I would now have become the assailant; but as—owing to the
intervening bushes, and the clouds of dust raised by the lion lashing
his tail against the ground—I was unable to see his head, while to
aim at any other part would have been madness, I refrained from
firing.  Whilst intently watching his every motion, he suddenly
bounded towards me ; but, whether it was owing to his not perceiving
me, partially concealed as I was in the long grass, or to my instinc-
tively throwing my body on one side, or to his miscalculating his
distance, in making his last spring he went clear over me, and
alighted on the ground three or four paces beyond. Instanily, and
without rising, I wheeled round on my knee and discharged my
second barrel; and, as his broadside was then towards me, lodged
a ball in his shoulder, which it completely smashed. On receiving
my second fire, he made another and more determined rush at me;
but, owing to his disabled state, I happily avoided him. It was,
however, only by a hair's breadth, for Lie passed me within an arm’s
length. He afterwards scrambled into the thick cover beyond, where
as night was approaching, I did not think it prudent to pursue him.”

The following morning tne “spoor” of the wounded lion was
taken up; they found a patch of sand on which he had stood drenched
with blood, and bushes broken and beat down by his staggering
fainting weight ; at this spot, however, further trace was lost, and
it was not till several days afterwards that the mutilated carcase
was discovered hidden in the dense bushes.

The above example is not the only instance of acquaintance with
the lion experienced by Mr. Andersson. On a previous occasion,
while peacably driving along with the ox-team and waggons, in the
ool of the morning, a noise like a thunder-clap was suddenly heard,
and almost before the horrified travellers could exchange a word as
to the cause, there em’erged from a bush, and boldly faced the cavalcade,
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a great lion and his equally formidablo mate. Instantly the foremost
oxen backed on the shafters, and the shafters wheeled about, back
ing the heavy waggons amongst the trees, bellowing all the time like
mad, while the frighted natives shrieked as only frighted natives can,
and waggon-hoops, and pannels, and spokes were smashing, and over all
came the roar of the two lions, as though rejoicing at the fun. Andersson
seized his gun, and was for shooting the audacious brutes, but his
experienced man, Hans, forbade it: “if you should fail to shoot them
dead on the spot they will be down on us in an instant,” said he.

Just before the row began, it happened that an ox had broken
bounds, and a fleet runner was sent to recapture him ; the man was
returning, when the lion, who with the lioness had not yet shifted
the ground first taken by them, spied him, and at once bounded off in
chuse. Quick as thought Andersson was off to the rescue ; and then
ensued the curious sight of the Hottentot fleeing like the wind with
his late prisoner the cow, both pursued by the lion, and the lion
pursued by Mr. Andersson. It was evident, however, that it was
beef, and not man, the lion desired for breakfast ; for when the ox
by a cross-cut managed to join the rest of the herd, the lion gave
up the chase, and trotted off ; and when Mr. Andersson returned to the
waggons, he found that the lioness had gone after her lord.

In Algeria, where abound three varieties of the lion—the black, the
groy, and the tawny—the depredations committed by the gaunt brute
are enormous. A reliable authority asserts, that a full-grown lion
that cstablishes his lair in the vicinity of the herdsmen’s tents,
destroys cattle of the annual value of two hundred and forty pounds
sterling. It is not wonderful, then, that the destruction of one of
these maurauders should be celebrated by a jubilee.

The Arabs seldom attempt the destruction of the lion, but by
means of the pitfall. In the summer-time the cattle-owners have
little to fear,—the lion can find food nearer his own home than theirs :
but winter sets in and he is starved with cold and hunger, then he
descends from the mountains to the plains, and the Arabs have to be
vigilant. The tents are pitched in a circle, and surrounded by a hedge
three yards high. Detween the inner side of this hedge and the tents,
» trench is dug thirty feet deep and fifteen broad : round the marg®”
of this gulf a smaller hedge is planted, so that the cattle may not
fall in, and the trap is complete.
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‘When the hungry lion comos that way he scents the cattle, and
they scenting him, set up a loud braying and bellowing, causing the
strong thief outside to lash his tail and smack his lips in anticipation
of the comingbanquet. He paces
round the hedge which, though
nine feet high, is a thing to be
scorned by such a leaper as he is,
and finally he steps back a few
paces, and with a roar he is over,
stunned and stupified at the bot-
tom of the chasm. There he
lies, and the people of the tents,
~men, women, and children, tum-
ble from their beds and, frzmtlc
with joy, hurry
to the edge ot
the pit to
shower bullets
and stones and
dirt on their
enemy, till he
is dead.

Jules Gerard,
who spent stz
hundred nights
hunting the
lionin Algeria,
lays down the
law, as to how
the  solitary
hunter may
pursue his no-
ole game.

“ Start on

your expedi-
wion at sunset: go and sit down on a rock which commands the

lair and remain there ‘When you hear his roar, and he appears
to be approaching ‘towards you, walk to meet him. If he be

PITFALL OF [HE ARALS
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hungry he will come along at a rapid pace, if not he will be
walking deliberately, and wagging his enormous head from side
to sid8, but as soon as he sees you he will stop. Then he will
et up & great roar intended to frighten you, and the roar will be
followed by the most frightful moans. Probably he will turn from
the path to sharpen his claws against a tree trunk ; if so, look out.

« He will not attack you till after your first shot, and upon the
accuracy of your aim hangs your life. When you aim at him he
crouches down like a cat, exposing only the upper part of his head
to you. Don’t fire yet. Without taking your gun from your
shoulder or your finger from the trigger, move a few steps to the left
or right, according to which side happens to be best lighted by the
moon. If you take too many steps he will know your game, and
shift round bodily, so as still to keep the top of his head foremost,
but if you take merely three or four short steps, he will only move his
head, and thereby give you a chance of aiming at his temple. Lose
not a moment ; aim between the eye and the ear, and press the trigger.
One of two things now takes place ; either the lion is killed, or before
you can ascertain the effect of your shot—you are down on your
back beneath the lion who covers you with his body, and holds you
tightly in his powerful claws. Then, unless you havo lost your
dagger in the fall, use it swiftly, or you are a dead man.”

It would seem, however, that this “solitary system” of hunting
is not to the taste of Arabs generally. The authority just quoted
assures us that when a lion, either by his voice, or the destruction
he causes amongst the cattle, makes known his arrival in a certain
locality, fifty or sixty men, each armed with a gun, a pistol, and a
yataghan, assemble at a given time, and set about the business with
as much seriousness and deliberation, as a body of Englishmen or
Frenchmen would manifest at the storming of a fortress.

A fire is lighted at the foot of a mountain, and round it sit the
bulk of the company, smoking, stroking their beards and debating ;
while ten or a dozen knowing fellows are sent to reconnoitre the
terrible animal, and report on its age, sex, and the exact situation
of its lair ; when this is accomplished, the business begins in earnest.
Having flashed and loaded their guns, five or six Arabs, chosen
from among the strongest of the party, are sent up to the crests of
the mountains, in order to follow every manceuVre of the lion from
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the first attack till his deatli, and to correspond with their com-
panions by certain well-known signs, which are simple enough
if you understand them, but decidedly cenigmatical to persons not
in possession of the key. When these men have reached their
cppointed posts of observation the general compeny stir to the
battle.

As the lion’s sense of hearing is very declicate, it sometimes
happens that Le hears the steps of the hunters. In such a case,
he rises and walks in the dircction of the sound. One of the
watchmen perceiving this, takes the skirt of his burnous in his
right hand and hoists it before him ; which means “7I see him.”
One of the attacking party then stands forward and silently opens a
correspondence with the man on the height. The former takes off
his burnous and shakes it from right to left, which signifies, « Where
18 he? and what €8 ke doing ?” If the lion is still, tho man replics by
raising his skirts to his head and letting them fall; then he
walks a few steps forward repeating the same signal. By this the
interrogator understands that the lion is ‘“motionless in front of
you, and at some distance.” If, however, the terrible beast is on
his legs and advancing towards or retreating from the party, the
watchman takes a few steps in the same direction ; but should the
lion be making full at the hunters, the look-out no longer relies on
fluttering his petticoats to convey the horrid news; he cries as loud
as he can Aou likoum.

Aou likoum is Arabic for “take care,” and woe to the unlucky
hunter who is not able to dou lkoum in time. Should the ad-
vancing brute catch sight of him, death must follow in one shape
or another. The man’s fate hangs on the trigger of his gun—his
life is involved in the neat little cartridge that plugs the barrel
of it. Bang! The smoke rises like a curtain, and either there is
being enacted the bloody tragedy of a helpless man in the clutches of
a raging lion, or there lies the grim beast with his life leaking out at
the jagged hole in his breast. Beware, however, how you approach
him, as the nearer he is to death, the more terrible is his desire
for blood. “If” says Ge “when mortally wounded he can get
hold of a man, he inflicts on him all the horrible tortures to which
a cat subjects a mouse. Ome of the most courageous of the band—
generally some relattve of the unfortunate prisoner—approaches the
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lion singly to fire straight into his brain, for to fire from a distance
would be only to endanger the life of the man, The other hunters
remain‘®about twenty yards behind: if the lion’s strength be nearly
cxhausted he crushes the head of his victim just as the barrel of the
gun is being pointed at his ear. Then he closes his eyes and awaits his
death, But if the animal be still capable of action, he hastens to
Kill the hunter who is in his power, in order to bound upon the rash
man who is approaching.”

The renowned tourist through the “Hunting Grounds of the
0ld World,” relates the particulars of a “duel” he had with &
lion at Natal. In company of a few Dutch friends he set out to
hunt Springbucks, but presently came upon the ¢ spoor” of two full-
grown lions and a pair of halfgrown cubs. For some time the
search for the noble game was futile; but presently a flock of vultures
were scen circling over a particular spot, and on riding thither the
company were gratified with the sight of the four lions feasting on
the carcases of two deer. “I looked to my gun-nipples to sce the
powder was well up, and rode towards them ; but my horse did
not at all like the sport, and became so extremely violent and
restive that I had to dismount, and prepare to open the campaign
on my own hook—itrusting to a steady hand and good weapons to
sce mo safe through. On my retreat, on account of the restiveness
of my horse, the lion had advanced nearly two hundred yards from
the spet where the dead Springbucks lay, leaving the lioncss and
cubs still feeding; and he was now coolly surveying our party,
stretched out at full length on the grass, yawning listlessly, about
four hundred yards distant.

“On perceiving mo advancing towards him he made a long low
moaning noise like thunder rumbling among distant hills, by which
he thought perhaps to intimidate me; but finding it had not the
desired effect he got up and sat on his haunches like a dog, making
curious whining noises, and turning his head every now and again
to look at his mate and cubs, who understanding from his growling,
which was becoming more and more savage, that something was
up, withdrew to some low sand-hills a short distance away, which
I was rather thankful for. When I got to about two hundied and
fifty yards distant, I stopped to unsling my second gun from my
shoulder, so as to be ready: on which my friend® sprung to his feet
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and made three or four huge bounds towards me, lashing Lis tail
from sido to side, showing his teeth, and giving a iremendous roar
which seemed to shake the earth, and caused the horse I hid been
riding to break from the Hottentot who was holding it and scour
over the plain. On seeing me advance he again stopped, and crouching
low on his belly, growled in & most savage manner. I folt that
‘the die was cast ;' and there was no retreating. It was a regular
duel between man and beast, and was beginning to be rather serious
work, for we were barely sixty yards asunder. The lion still lay with
his head crouched between his paws ; although every now and then he
appeared to rise and tear up the earth with his hind claws. Iis
eyeballs glistened with rage, his mane stood erect, his tail lashed
his flanks; and I felt he was watching my every movement, and
that further delay was dangerous. I therefore quictly cocked my
second gun, laid it by my side on the ground, and then gave a loud
shout, at the same time flinging my pith hunting-cap towards him.
This had the desired effcct; he sprung upon his feet, and at this
moment, looked grand beyond conception. Now was the moment ;
I threw up my rifle, took deliberate aim -at his broad and massive
breast, and let fly. I heard the soft ¢thud’ of the ball as it entered
his chest, saw him spring high into the air, and fall upon his
back. I rushed up to give him a coup de grace, but it was not
needed ; a convulsive tremor passed over his sturdy limbs, the
under-jaw dropped, and my first lion was dead.”

Conspicuous among the most successful of European lion hunters
stands Mr. Gordon Cumming. The following will scrve as a fair
sample of the thousand and one marvellous exploits related by that
gentleman.

Having killed a buffalo at night, on the opposite bank of a river
to where his camp was, he next morning despatched four of his
fellows to fetch in the carcase. They, however, returned bringing
news to their master that the dead buffalo had been partly consumed
by a lion, and that the grim brute was still lurking in the neighbour-
hood. Consequently, Mr. Cumming set out with a troop of dogs
and men to give chase to the lion. “As we drew near the spor,”
says he, “I observed the lion sitting on the top of the bank, exactly
where he had last been seen by my people. When he saw us
coming, he overhatled us for a moment, and then slunk dowa the
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bank for concealment ; being well to leeward of him, I ordered the
dogs to be slipped, and galloped forward.

« On finding that he was attacked, the lion made a most determined
bolt of it, followed by all the dogs at a racing pace; but when they
came up to him, he would not bay, but continued his course down
the bank of the river, keeping close in beside the reeds, and growling
terribly at the dogs, which kept up an angry barking. The bank
of the river was intersected by deep watercourses, and the ground
being extremely slippery from the rain which had fallen during
the night, I was unable to overtake him until he came to bay in
a patch of lofty dense reeds which grew on the river bank. I
had brought out eleven of my dogs, and before I could come up,
three of them were killed. On reaching the spot, I found it im-
possible to obtain the smallest glimpse of the lion, although the
ground favoured me, I having the upper bank to stand on; so
dismounting from my horse, I tried to make out from his horrid
growling his exact position, and fired several shots on chance, but
none of these hit him. I then commenced pelting him with lumps
of earth and sticks, there being no stones at hand. This had the
offsct of making him shift his position, but he still kept in the
densest part of the reeds, where I could do nothing with him.

“ Presently my followers came up, and, as a matter of course
ostablished themselves in safety in the tops of the thorm-trees.
After about ten minutes’ bullying, the lion seemed to consider his
quarters were growing too hot for him, and suddenly made a rush
to escape from his persecutors, continuing his course down along
the edge of the river. The dogs, however, again gave him chase,
and soon brought him to bay in another patch of reeds just as bad
as the first. Out of this, in a few minutes, I managed to start him,
when he bolted up the river, and lay close in a narrow strip of
reeds; presently, however, he made a charge amongst the dogs,
and for the first time I was enabled to give him a shot, the ball
entering his body just behind the shoulder. On receiving it, he
charged, growling after the dogs, but not farther than the edge of
the reeds, out of which he was extremely reluctant to move. I
gave him a second shot, firing for his head; my ball entered at
the edge of his eye, and passed through the back of his mouth.

“The lion then sprang up, and facing about, ®dashed through the

7
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reeds, and plunged into the river, dyeing the water with his blood ;
one of my dogs following him. Attracted by the blood, a huge
crocodile suddenly made his appearance, and followed in their wake,
but fortunately did not take my dog as I expected he would. One
of my men fired at the lion as he swam, but missed him; but
hofore the bold swimmer could gain the opposite bank—just indeed
as he planted his fore-feet on the shore—I planted a shot in his
neck, and turned him over dead on the spot.”

The same sportsman likewise relates how that he and his men—
including two named Hendrick and Stofolus—were one night out-
lying in the depths of the forest. Cumming was asleep in his
waggon, and the two men reclining as a sort of outpost by the side
of a fire some distance off During the forepart of the night, one
of the team-oxen broke from its fastening, and Hendrick hearing
it wandering about, got up from the fire-side, and drove back the
ox, made it fast, and then returned to the fire, and laid down by
the side of his companion. A little while after, the entire camp
was roused by a murderous roar, followed by a great cry of “the
lion! thelion!” and then Stofolus came rushing into the tent with
the awful news
that a lion had
pounced on Hen-

drick, and dragged

THAE FATE OF HLNDRICOR.
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him off, despite the efforts of John Stofolus, who had frantically
seized % great flaming branch from the fire, and beat it about the
head of the savage beast. He was not to be baulked of his prey
He had watched the unfortunate wretch rise to drive the ox in, and
then lie down again, under the same blanket as Stofolus, and resolved
to make a meal of him. While Stofolus ran to tell the news, the
lion trotted off with the dead man to the cover of some dense
bushes. Nothing of course could be done that night, so the hunter
gathered his Hottentot followers together, and with them kept watch
till morning ; then, accompanied by two after-riders, he set out to
avenge the terrible death of his waggon driver.

In the hollow where the lion had lain consuming his prey, they
discovered one of the poor fellow’s legs, bitten off below the knee,
and fragments of his pea-coat scattered here and there. Following
the spoor, they came to a dry water-course, up which the footprints
of the lion were clearly visible. Along the sides of the water-
course were heaped up leaves and reeds, just as they had been
stranded at the last flood. The dogs were loosed, and presently
began to spring about and bark angrily; then came a crash, and
bursting through the leaves and reeds, the terrible man-eater broks
away and ran.

“The lion held up the river bank for a short distance, and took
away through some wait-a-bit thorn cover, the best he could find,
but nevertheless open. Here in two minutes the dogs were up with
him, and he turned and stood at bay. As I approached, he stood,
his horrid head right to me, with open jaws, growling fiercely, his
tail waving from side to side. On beholding him, my blood boiled
with rage ; I dashed my steed forward within thirty yards of him
and shouted, ¢ your time is up, old fellow !’

“T halted my horse, and placing my rifle to my shoulder, waited
for a broadside. This the next moment he exposed; when I sent
a bullet through his shoulder, and dropped him on the spot. He
rose, however, again, when I finished him with a second bullet in
the breast.”

Doctor Livingstone met, as necarly as possible, a fate similar to
that above recorded of Cumming’s Hottentot waggon driver, and in
the same region—Southern Africa. The villagers ef Mabotoa, amongst
whom he was staying, were much troubled by lions, which leapt into
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their cattle-pens, and destroyed their cows. To such an extent did
the lions carry their depredations, that the natives announced their
belief that they were bewitched :—given into the power of the
lions by a neighbouring tribe ;” and sought Dr. Livingstone's advice
on the subject.

The Doctor well knowing that if one in a troop of lions is killed,
the others frequently take the hint, and leave that part of the
country, gave the villagers advice to that end; and in order- to
encournge them, offered to lead the hunt. The lions were found
on a hill covered with trees, and about a quarter of a mile in
length. The men circled the hill, and gradually edged in closer and
closer, so that the game might be completely surrounded. IPresently,
the native who accompanied Livingstone spied a licn sitting on a
piece of rock, and fired at him, the ball missing the beast, and
striking the rock on which the animal was sitting, The lion turned,
bit like a dog at the spot where the bullet had struck, and then
bounded off to the shelter of the brushwood.

Presently Livingstone spied another lion in much the same situ-
ation as the former, and being not more than thirty yards dis-
tant from it, let fly both barrels. The villagers, frantic with joy,
were for rushing in on their enemy at once, but the Dooctor, who
through the bushes could see his game still on its legs, with its eyes
glaring, and its tail bolt upright, checked their impetuosity, and re-
quested them to wait till he again loaded his gun; but, while in
the act of ramming home his bullets, the natives set up a sudden
and frightful cry, and raising his head, there was the wounded lion
fairly springing at him,

The Doctor was standing on a slight eminence, and in his great
leap the maddened beast caught the missionary by the shoulder,
and lion and man rolled to the ground together. And now comes
a curious fact,—the better worth noting, because from its dangerous
nature, the experiment is rather unlikely to be tried by even the
most cnthusiastic zoologist. “ Growling horribly in my ear,” says
Dr. Livingstone, “ he shook me as a terrier does a rat. The shock
produced a stupor, similar to that which seems to be felt by a mouse
after the first shake of the cat. It caused a sort of dreaminess, in
which there was‘no sense of pain or feeling of terror, though quite
conscious of all that was happening. It was like what patients
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partially under the influence of chloroform describe, who sce all
the operations, but feel not the knife. This singular condition, was
not the result of any mental process. The shake annihilated fear,
and allowed no sense of horror in looking round at the beast.”

The great fore-paw of the lion was pressing heavily on the back
of Mz, Livingstone’s head, and he almost insensibly turned to relieve
himself of the pressure, and at the very instant, the animal leapt from
his prostrate victim, to attack one of the natives who had offered
to shoot at him, but his piece missed fire. This man he bit in
the thigh, and left him to spring at the neck of a second native,
who, armed with a spear, had rushed to the rescue. The exertion,
however, was too much for the mortally-wounded beast, and so,
with his claws bedded in the spearman’s shoulder, he rolled over
and died.

The tecth of the lion leave a terrible wound, resembling the wound
of a gun shot, keeping open a long time and discharging continuously.
Even when the part heals it is not well, aching afresh as the weather
changes. The man whose shoulder was bitten, showed Mr. Living-
stone the old wound all gaping anew, in the same month of the jfollow-
ing year. As to the Doctor himself, he escaped with a shoulder
so shattered, as to need an artificial joint, and with eleven tecth-
wounds in his arm ; as however, he wore at the time of the encounter,
a stout tartan jacket, the tecth were, in their passage, so fur cleansed
of virus that the wounds healed and troubled him no more.

Being on the subject of lucky escapes from lions, two other instances
occur to me in which “the sweet little cherub that sits up aloft,”
so piously believed in by the mariner, demonstrated its existence, in
one case, in shape of an unwieldy elephant, and in the other by the
interposition of a hand invisible, but more potent than the united
strength of ten thousand clephants.  Captain Mundy in his Per and
Pencil Sketches relates the first story. The “lion” of the party was
an Asiatic beast, and the hunt was conducted from howdahs on
elephant back. One gentleman having fired at, and wounded the
enraged brute, it charged fearlessly at the elephant that carried the
aggressor, and he, to end the lion’s sufferings, and complete his
triumph, leaned over the front of the howdah and took steady aim.
Just, however, as he was about to touch the trigger, the whole front
of the howdah gave way with a crash, and the hwld gunner plumped
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fairly into the jaws of the maned monster, who at once seized
him,

The unlucky man’s companions thought his fate inevitabls, and
were afraid to fire lest their bullets might miss their mark, and strike
him instead of the lion. Just at the critical moment however, the
horror-etricken mahout, scarcely knowing what he said, gave the
elephant whose howdah had been broken, orders to advance on the
lon. The sagacious beast at once obeyed, and grasping in his trunk

A FRIEND I\ NFLD

the top of a young tree that stood at hand, bent it down across the loins
of the lion, and thus forced the tortured animal to quit his hold on
his victim. The latter, although his hfe was saved, was teribly
manled, his breast and shoulders clawed by the beast’s talons, and his
arm broken in two places. As to the mighty game, the bullet wound
and the crushing had rendered it nearly powerless, and it was easily
disposed of.

The second marvellous escape is related by a staid old hunter
employed by Mr. An‘dersson. The old fellow in question had so long
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Jved among lions, as to be pretty well acquainted with their ways;
indeed he and his two foster sons killed upwards of twenty within
three or four months, which may account for his cool behaviour on
this occasion. He had been “down” with fever a long while, and,
getting strong again, set out one day for a bit of a ride on ox-back.
Suddenly a huge lion rushed at him, and the ox becoming frightened
threw its rider, whose foot caught in the stirrups, but luckily dragged
off his shoe so that he was released. Piet had a pistol and a sword-
knife stuck in his belt, but in his fright forgot both, and having
scrambled to his feet, did nothing but commence shouting for help.
Nearer and nearer the lion approached, till he came within arm’s
length and planted one of his paws on Piet’s jacket, which was lying
on the ground. 'With the desperation of despair, the hunter hauled at
the jacket with one fist, and literally punched the lion’s head with
the other. Astounded by this mode of assault, the lion abstained
from attacking him, till one of his men hearing his voice came running
up with a gun, when the grim brute retired a short distance, and on
the piece being fired at him, took to his heels and fled.

Within the last century, however, the leonine inhabitants of
Asia and Africa have decreased in numbers much more than is
generally supposed. Devoted soldiers of the chase, regarding but as
insignificant obstacles the many leagues of ocean and desert that part
them from the noblest of all game, have bearded the lion in his
stronghold and beaten him. The thousands of big-maned forest
rulers of last century have dwindled at the present writing to
hundreds, and ere another century is past, the hundreds may be
reduced to tens, and in course of time, tho tens to units—to solitary
old lions, grey and companionless, and seldom seen as the sca-serpent.
Absurd as this may seem, it becomes something like reason, when
the lion-haunted regions of Africa of the present day are contrasted
with what they were fifty years ago. It is considerably less than
fifty years since Steedman traversed Southern Africa, and in his
“ Wanderings” published the following:—

“At a place called ‘Ongorutcie Fountain,’ there is a large tree
containing seventeen conical huts. These are used as dormitories,
being beyond the reach of the lions, which, since the incursion of the
Martatees, when so many thousands of persons were massacred, have
become very numerous in the neighbourhood, %nd destructive to



104 INHABITED TRER

human life. The branches of these trees are supported by forked
sticks or poles, and there ure three tiers or platforms on which the
huts are constructed. The lowest is nine feet from the ground, and
holds ten huts; the second, about eight feet high, has three huts ;
and the upper story, if it may be so called, contains four. The ascent
to these is made by notches cut in the supporting poles, and the huts
are built with twigs, thatched with straw, and will contain two
persons conveniently. On a former excursion, Messrs. Schoon and
McLuckie visited several deserted villages built in a similar manner,
between the Moriqua and Lentlecan Rivers, as well as in other places.
These, however, were erected on stakes instead of trees, about eight
foet above the ground, and about forty feet square, larger in some
places, and containing about seventy or eighty huts. The inhabitants
=1t under the shade of these platforms during the day, and retire at
uight to the huts above.”

HoT) AUILT BIVYONRD TNF REACH OF LIONS
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THE MANELESS LION.

WaEN first this animul was introduced to the notice of naturalists,
1t was supposed not to be a distinct species, but merely a young
male whose mane had mnot yet attained complete development.
Captain Smee, however, has clearly demonstrated that the lion in
question is at all events a permanent variety, inhabiting Guzerat,
Hindostan, and extending through a range of country forty miles in
extent. ~

The name the creature bears would imply that it is entirely destitute
of a mane; but this is not exactly true—
it is only comparatively maneless, The
sides of the neck and shoulders are fur-
nished with long hairs, and the under
surface bears a scanty hirsute fringe. The
limbs of the maneless lion are shorter than
that of those of his African cousin, and
the tuft at the end of his tail more bushy
than any of his tribe. Olivier saw five
maneless lions in the menagerie of the
Pasha of Bagdad, where they had been
nearly five years, coming originally fiom
the environs of Bassora.

NANRLESS TION OF GUZERAT
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JULES GERARD.

AL that is known of the earlier years of this hero of many lion-battles, is
furnished by the performer himself in a short introductory chapter to his ¢‘ Tueur
des Lions,” and, either through excessive modesty, or, that the chief incidents
aven of his youth were of too insignificant a nature to burthen his memory, the
particulars there recorded are of the most meagre and undecided character.

In the form of a riddle, he lets the world into the secret that while very young
his father died, and that at the same time his family was reduced to a state of
destitution. The plucky Jules, however, hurries to inform us, that of the latter
circumstance he has reason to be glad, inasmuch as it “set him on his own hook,”
as the vulgar English say, compelling him to join the army. He was, to use his
own words, born a soldier.  When I was only ten years old I used to hunt with
an old arquebus the sparrows who came to ravage the fruit in my father's garden,
and the cats who made war on the sparrows. I collected all the children of the
neighbourhood, and summoned them to the enjoyment of mimic fights.” Ile
likewise relates, how that, while still quite a stripling, he interfered in a row
at a fair, between a man and his wife, and well thrashed the former for assaulting
the latter.

The brave Gerard however is mistaken in esteeming these circumstances as
foreshadowings of his future greatness. Many a youth has exhibited greater
courage, and achieved more tremendous successes, and ended his life cross-legged
on the tailor's board, or lathering chins in a barber’s shop. It was not till—still
a beardless young fellow—he joined the Spakis in 1842, and proceeded with his
regiment to Africa, that his lamp began really to shine. In Africa he learnt the
soldier's trade, and worked at it as diligently as his masters allowed, but with-
cut the occurrence of an opportunity for displaying the valour that was consuming
tim. So passed two years, and then the youthful corporal, finding how sparsely
grew laurels on the red field of war, resolved to snatch fame from the jaws of the
much dreaded lions that were ravaging the country, and literally eating up the
substance—the flocks and herds—of the poor Arabinhabitants. How he acquitted
himself of his task Europe is aware ; and if the gratitude of hundreds, and the
applause of tens of thousands, may be taken as evidence of a man’s greatness,
then is Jules Gerard a great man, and entitled to at least an outer niche in the
temple of fame.
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THE PUMA.

Tas agile and bloodthirsty animal possesses almost as many aliascs
as the most celebrated London pickpocket. To some he is known as
tho American lion, to others as the cougar (a contraction of his
Mexican name Gouazouara), while the American hunter acknowledges
him by neither of the three appellations mentioned, but persists that
he is a panther, or as he terms it, a painter.

The puma is found throughout America. When full grown it
measures four feet and a few inches from the nose to the commence-
ment of its tail, while the latter appendage is frequently from two to
two and a half feet in length. This, however, is the male puma ; the
female is of less dimensions by nearly a quarter. Its limbs are thick
and muscular, but on account of the comparative smallness of its
head, one is apt to underrate its strength. While the puma is young,
its coat is of various shades of colour; its back is reddish-brown,
fading to fawn-colour about the flanks, and becoming just a pinkisn
white under the belly. The muzze, chin, throat, and insides of the
legs arc light grey, and the breast white as snow. This, with a jet-
black jowl and lips, and white whiskers, gives the animal a singular
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and by no means unhandsome appearance, 'When, however, it attains
full growth this frippery of attire is shed, and the animal assumes
a business-suit of plain, brownish grey, which on account of its
uniformity, gives to the puma its classic appellation, Felis concolor.
The colour of the animal is admirably adapted to its pursuits. It
lives much on trees, lying along the great limbs that jut from the
parent bole, ready in the twinkling of an eye to leap on the neck of
the deer that may be passing unsuspiciously beneath, or to pounce on
the peaceable capybara or peccary grubbing at the underwood. While
s0 lying among the leaves, the puma’s dusky fur so exactly resembles
the bark in colour, that the most astute ¢ painter” hunter is some-
times betrayed into dangerous proximity with the savage beast.

The scene of the puma’s hunting exploits is not, however, invariably
confined to forest regions; it has no objection to the plain, as the
sheep-farming squatter frequently finds to his cost. It would not be
80 bad if the troublesome brute were content to seize and carry off
for supper a lamb or sheep and be satisfied, at least till the morrow ;
but unfortunately the puma craves blood rather than flesh, and
evading the weary watch-dogs, will stealthily attack a sheep-fold,
darting from one animal to another, and staying with each only long
enough to sever one of its chief arteries, and suck it to death.
This game it will continue till forty or fifty dead sheep strew the
ground, and then the gorged thief steals away to sleep himself
hungry again, and then sets off on another vampire expedition.

The stories related of the puma are of a mixed character, some
presenting him as a noble beast, possessiug all the generosity usually
ascribed to his great-maned kinsman of the African forest, and with
none of the cruelty occasionally exhibited by the latter animal; while
others persist that it is a very demon in a lion's skin, and show horrid
seams about their limbs in proof of the assertion. The fairest way
therefore will be to take the evidence of both sides, and leave the
rcader to find a verdict. Step forth, Josh Springett, gray-headed bear-
trapper, and as bold a hunter as ever roamed the Katskill Mountains,
and give evidence for the prosecution,

“I had been out all day—since sun-up in fact—and having had
not so much luck as would fill a frying-pan, was considerably in the
dumps,—footsore, hungry, just about as miserable as ever I hope to
be. Well, just as the day was fadin’ and I was ploughin’ my way
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through a smartish bit of wood, I heard a rustlin’ overhead, and
lookmg up, there saw layin’ all along a big limb, his tail slowly
wavmg from side to side, and his green eyes twinkling like lamps,
about as big a painter as I ever clapped eyes on. Hungry as I was, I
warnt painter hungry, and though his jacket as I could see was in
prime order and worth the strippin’, I do think I should have let him
run, but for them sarcy green eyes of his. So I stept back a bit, and
putting up my piece, covered one of his twinklers, and let fly. How
it came about I never could make out, but instead of that touch of the
{rigger perducing just a bang, a puff of blue smoke, and a dead painter,
it perduced nothing but a great flash like lightning, and a roar like
thunder, and tumbled me flat to the ground as though I had been
clubbed by an Injun.

“It was full a minute before my wits, that were scattered like
partridges, came back to me, and I found out what the row was
about; and I've often thought since what a lucky job it was that
the row scattered the painter’s wits as well as mine, or he could have
been down and made meat of me as easy as nothing. I was in a
pretty pickle: my piece that had stood by me so many years had
burst at the breech; and my left hand had lost half a finger
and was streaming away pretty. Besides this, a dreadful smell of
singed hair, and a feeling of darnin’ needles about my face told of the
roastin’ up of my whiskers, which, you must know, had been growing
since I was a youngster, and I was gettin’ to be rather fond of ’em.
I do think it was rage at losing them whiskers, that kept the pluck
in me, and saved me from growing sick at the sight of my ragged
left hand.

“1 got on my legs, and looked up into the big tree, and there was
the cussed thing that had caused all the mischief, about ten feet higher
up than when I first saw him, with his green eyes fixed on mine, as
though astonished at my altered appearance. The sight of the beast
at once scouted my aches like a cloud of feathers; and I made up my
mind to have it out with him. 'While I settled ¢how,’” I pulled some
herbs, and bound them round my finger stump, with one of the
sleeves of my shirt. Then, seeing that the painter’s tree was an easy
one to climb, I unsheathed my long hunting knife, clapped it between™
my teeth, and prepared to ascend. I knew tha.t as long as I kept my
face towards him, the cowardly villain would retreat higher and higher
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up the tree, and I determined to follow him to the topmost limb
where he would want all his legs to hold on, while I gave him one
smart poke behind the shoulder blade with my knife, and sent him
spinning down like a cockchafer.

“It was by this time grown so dark, that the painter’s eyes were
certainly the plainest part of him, and guided by them and the rustle
he made among the boughs, I tracked him up the tree. He however
had a limb more than I had, and consequently made better headway,
and presently when I had halted to take & bit of a rest and again looked
up, the rustling Lad ceased, the two green lamps had gone out, and for
all the signs of a painter in that tree, the cunning beast might have
been a mile away. Still, I knew he must be there and what was more,
I knew it was the habit of the creature to lie so flat and close to a
bough, that even in broad daylight it was a tough job to tell which
was bark, and which painter; and that if my painter was lucky
enough to get at me rearward, it might go queer with me. So I kept
my weather eye open, and trailed up more cautious than ever.

“It was a great tree—seven feet through if it was an inch. When
I got up so high, I could see that the top of the main stem had been
struck square off, while the limbs sprung up high around it. That
will be a good place to sit on for a res thinks I, and so T'll get as
high as that if I don’t get higher. At last I clomb within four
feet of the top of the broken trunk, and as the bit thereabout was
bare of handy branches, I hitched the fingers and thumb of my lame
hand in a sizeable hole in the bark about twenty inches from the top,
and with my other hand, dug my knife in the wood for a final haul
up. All at once I was aware of a sort of tickling about the rag
bound round the hand that was plunged in the hole, and I turned
giddy and sick as a horse. I knew what was the matter with the
hand, yet as my body was hanging, I could'nt draw it back. The
painter’s jaws wero the other side of the hole, and he had sniffed the
bloody rag and was licking it. By a great effort, I wriggled myself a
little higher to rclease the helpless hand ; but at the same moment,
the hungry painter took it between his fangs, and drew it in as far as
the wrist.

“The deadly fright must have given to my body the nimbleness of a
spider. I plucked py knife from the trunk, and holding it in my
mouth, sprung up from the bough on which my feet rested, and
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canght the edge of the hollow—for so it turned out-—a.xt. the bol.). The
weather had worn the summit of the broken trunk like a basin, and
in this basin, the painter was crouched. My hand in the hole at the
gide of the hollow, was as though a blacksmith had it in his vice; but
the thick rag round it saved me from fecling the brute’s teeth. I
clung to the trunk with my knees and chest, and having thus got my
right hand at liberty gripped the handle of my long knife, and
reaching over the edge of the basin, slashed and stabbed like a
madman. The first poke was enough to make him leave his hold on
my hand ; but he could no more rise from his lair under that down-
pour of knife-blade than he could sink through the other way. My
stars ! if ever a poor painter was ‘carved,’ that was the one! Wly,
there was'nt enough sound hide about him to make a pair of leggings

How I found my way down the tree, is more than I can tell you; I

only know that, arrived at the foot of it, I reeled and went down like
a log, and there lay till some of the fellows found me. I needn’t

mention that I haven’t been up a tree after a painter since.”

Other hunters besides Josh Springett, testify to the puma’s dis-
inclination to risk a battle with that terror of the most terrible brutes
—man. It is only when hardly pressed by hunger, that it will dare
altack him even when his back is presented ; and it has been known
to hang at the skirts of a travelling party for days, on the lean hope
of a dog or a child lagging behind the rest. Sir Francis Head in hie
Journey across the Pampas, had a circumstance brought under his notice
corroborative of the puma’s cowardice.

% As a singular proof,” says Sir Francis, “of the fear which all wild
animals in America have of man, I will venture to relate a circum-
stance which a man sincerely assured me had happened to him in
South America. He was trying to shoot some wild ducks, and in order
to approach them unperceived. he put the corner of his poncho (which
is a sort of long narrow blanket) over his head, and crawling along the
ground upon his hands and knees, the poncho not only covered his
body, but trailed along the ground behind him. As he was thus
creeping by a large bush of reeds, he heard a loud, sudden noise,
between a bark and a roar ; he felt something heavy strike his feet,
and instantly jumping up, he saw, to his astonishment, a large puma, °
actually standing on his poncho ; and perhaps the animal was equally
astonished to find himself in the presence of so athletic a man.
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The man {old me he was unwilling to fire, as his gun was loaded
with very small shot; and he therefore remained motionless, the
puma standing on his poncho for many seconds. At last the crea-
ture turned his head, and walking very slowly away about ten yards
he stopped and turned again : the man still maintained his ground,
upon which, the puma tacitly acknowledged his supremacy, and
walked off.”

A marvellous legend concerning a puma is treasured by the good
folks of Buenos Ayres—a legend that for romance and pathos quite
eclipses the world-famed story of Androcles and the Lion ; and Iam
bound to state that the most thorough investigation has discovered no
reason for doubting the authenticity of one legend more than the
other.

During the government of Don Diego de Mendoza, in Paraguay, a
direful famine swept the land. A murrain fell on the cattle, and the
hard-hearted earth, lacking the rain’s soft persuasion, refused to yield
a single green blade. As the inhabitants sauntered listlessly through
the silent streets, their garments hung sluttishly on their lean bodies.
and, as they regarded each other with eyes great with hunger, they
thought on all they had heard of the way in which famishing men at
sea, had ere now assuaged their appetites, and the more they dwelt
on it, the more excusable the thing appeared. That was how the
strong, gaunt man viewed the matter ; it is probable, however, if the
tender youth of the city, and the little men who were constitutionally
plump, had been consulted on the subject, they would probably have
been of a different way of thinking.

‘What made the destitution more aggravating was the fact that out
in the country, and beyond Don Diego’s jurisdiction, there was food
in plenty ; but the food was in the hands of the Indians, with whom
the Spanish governor was at war, and he did not choose that his
subjects should reveal the weakness of his camp by appearing hefore
the enemy as lean beggars suing for bread. To this end he forbade
the people on pain of death to go into the fields in search of relief,
placing soldiers at the outskirts of the city to shoot down all deserters
from the pale banner of hunger that hung over Don Diego’s dominions.
Many made the attempt, and were duly brought down by the bullet,
much to the satisfaction of the animated carrion bones-and-feathers
that perched discor¥olate on the city walls, At last, however a woman,
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named Maldonata, cheated soldiers, vultures, and all, and fled into the
open country.

How long a time elapsed before her indomitable courage was rewarded
with a meal tho legend does not record ; but when night came, and
Maldonata required a lodging, she crept into a cavern, and there
crouched down to sleep. By-and-by, however, she was roused by the
20st melancholy moanings, and, raising her head, her astomished
tyes met those of a great female puma pacing up and down before
the cavern entrance. The puma presently paused in its uneasy pacing
ind approached Maldonata with the full intention, as that person
aaturally supposed, of eating her up ; but, wonderful to relate, instead

of falling on her tooth and nail it merely appdied its tongue, and
8
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licked Dlaldonata’s hand as a lap-dog might, hers being the lap it
was familiar with. The fact, however, was, the poor puma was about
to become a mother ; and when the cubs were born, and thesanimal
out of its trouble, it still maintained the friendly spirit it had at first
tvinced, and signified, as plainly as a dumb beast could, its desire
that Maldonata should continue to make herself at home—cheerfully
taking upon itself the whole responsibility of providing food for the
entire family.

This state of things continued till the cubs grew up and went about
their business, as did their parent, leaving Maldonata to shift for
herself. But, venturing abroad, she speedily fell into the hands of
the soldiers, who brought her back to Buenos Ajyres, and took her
before Don Francis Ruez de Galen, who then comnianded in Mendoza's
stead. “Take her,” said De Galen, who was a man of coarse and
bloody mind, “take ler into the forest and bind her to a tree; as
to her death, let starvation and the wild beasts settle it amongst them.”
So poor Maldonata was taken, and tied and left in the forest.

Curious to know the fate of the woman, however, the same company
of soldiers, two days afterwards, visited the spot, when, instead of
finding as they confidently expocted, the empty waist chain dangling
from the tree, and the victim's tattered and talon-torn rags strewing
the ground, there she was, alive, with a great female puma keeping
sentry before her, and guarding her from a host of other pumas and
jaguars that chafed and mouthed on every side. As soon as the
guardian puma saw the soldiers, she with the rest of the savage beasts,

retired ; and then, having been relcased from her bonds, Maldonata
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