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CHAPTER T

UPPER BURMAH.

Trip up the Irrawaddie.—Menloon Sagain.—Pagan Myo.,—Ava, Umrapoorah.
—Mandalay. — Mendoon, — Curious effects of an earthquake, — Quail
shooting in the Islands.—Yay-nan-choung.

In 1856 four of us determined to visit the capital of Bur-
mah. Since the war officers had been forbidden to go there,
but lately one or two had ventured up there, and nothing had
been said to them, so as our road work was stopped owing to
the rains, we had ample leisure, and hiring a large boat, Fur-
long, Scott, Stephenson, and self setout. The Burmese boats
sail before the wind at a great rate, and sometimes have yards
120 feet long, with a sail in proportion; the river is very
straight, and only bends to the east within one day’s sail of Ava,
The boats hug the shore, and I have seen them pass a steamer
before now; we made ours very comfortable. We reached
Thayet Myo in a day and & half, halted there a day, and then
starting afresh reached Menloon, the first Burmese station, on
the second day. Here the Burmese have a custom-house, and
all boats going up are examined. They were very civil to us,
in fact more so than our own officials would have been. We
had an interview with the governor, who was extremely polite,

. voL, 1L B



2 SPORT IN BRITISH BURMAH, ETC.

and offered to get up a large beat for game if we would spend
a few days there, but we thanked him and preferred going on.
Portions of the Irrawaddie between Meaday and Menloon are
beantiful ; the river is studded with well-wooded islands, and
in appearance is very different from the same stream lower
down.

Beyond Menlgon we landed here and there, to visit any
large pagodg, or poonghee houses we saw. Generally we were
asked to take off our shoes before entering any of these places,
as Colonel Phayre had done so when he went up on his
embassy ; but we told them our custom was to take off our
hats, which we did, and which generally satisfied them. On
reaching Yay-nan-choung, or “stinking water stream,” where
the petroleum wells are, we halted for a day and visited them ;
they are about three miles inland, so, starting early, we got
there about seven, and spent an hour examining them and
watching the extraction of the oil. Generally these wells are
very deep, a few as much as 300 feet; the effluvia is most
sickening, and when a well requires excavating, there are but
two or three men capable of undertaking it, and they cannot
remain down for more than a minute or two, and occasionally
men lose their lives in going down. In the neighbourhood of
the wells there is not a blade of grass—nothing grows within
several hundred feet of the vicinity where this oil is found.
This property, in former years, belonged to some dozen fami-
lies, and they agreed to intermarry, so as to keep their
interests intact, and this was acted up to for several genera-
tions ; but the elders now complain that the young men and
women are getting independent, and that the girls either
marry outsiders, or that the young men bring strangers home
as wives, and that the property is rapidly decreasing in value.
It is a monopoly of the king's, and pays well Why the wells
in Assam, which are far finer, do not do so, I can’t conceive,
unless bad management is at the bottom of it. When the
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wells in Assam were first tapped the petroleum jetted out
several feet into the air, and was purer than that found in
Burmah. In Burmah now they have obtained machinery,
and are manufacturing candles, soap and kerosine oil, from
this petroleum, and it can be sold at a rate much below that
imported from America. This oil floats all over the waters
round Yay-nan-choung, and emits a fetid smell, from which we
were glad to escape. Just beyond this there ‘are high cliffs,
apparently of a chalky formation, from 100 to 150 feet above
the river; the common blue-rock pigeon burrows into this in
numbers, and as we sailed along we shot a good number,
sometimes three and four at a shot, and the Burmese boat-
men retrieved them for us; they were capital eating, as they
live on grain. As soon as we cross our frontier the monsoon
decreases, and above Menloon it ceases altogether, and about
Mandalay rain occasionally falls at any time, there being no
regular time for it. There is very little paddy grown, and
that only by artificial irrigation. The king is in a great part
dependent on our provinces for rice for his people. He has
done the best he ceuld by building heavy embankments and
forming vast tanks; but the rainfall is not sufficient to fill
them, to give any great out-turn of paddy. We could always
starve Ava into submission. No doubt Lord Dalhousie was
right when, in annexing Pegu, he said he took the kernel and
left the husk; but it is a pity he did not take the whole
country, and, drawing a straight line a little beyond Debroog-
hur, in Assam, and southward taking the Salween as our
eastern boundary, have declared it all “ British territory.” It
will have to be done some day, before we can consolidate our
empire, We spent two days at Pagan Myo, many years ago the
capital of Burmah., It was, I believe, taken by the Chinese,
and again fell into our hands during Sir A. Campbell’s advance
on Ava in the war of 1824-26. Itis now only'a vast concourse
of ruins of some of the most beautiful pagodas in Burmah. It
B2
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extends along the river bank for about nine miles, and is
perhaps three or four miles broad. Most of the pagodas
(which all contain either silver or golden images of Gaudama,
and at times precious stones) have been looted, it is said, by
the Hill-people, who are not Buddhists. I wandered amidst
these ruins, gun in hand, and shot a couple of hares, & few
jungle-fowl and partridge, and saw heaps of marks of wild
pig, in ground where they could have been ridden easily
enough; and I dare say when we have troops there some
future day, pig-sticking will form one of the healthy amuse-
ments of the place. To the east of Pagan there are hills
rising to a height probably of 2,000 to 3,000 feet, which are said
to contain plenty of sambur. I did not hear of the existence
of any tigers. I shot one morning some duck, and two
of them fell a long way into the river ; but some Burmans,
who were going up in a small boat, without being asked
retrieved them for us—a bit of civility they would not have
been guilty of in our own province, where every Burman and
nigger thinks he is bound to show his independence. We
landed at Sagain, and walked over the helghts, and particu-
larly noted a bare granite dell on the opposite side, where the
river narrows to a few hundred feet, where a few guns could
prevent the ascent of the river by any fleet, as they could fire
down vertically on them. Of late years the king hes spent
much money on his river defences, and has employed not only
Europeans of other nationalities, but also renegade country-
men of ours in making torpedoes, guns, rifles, and ammuni-
tion. So though he has no army worthy of the name, he could
make a better fight than he did in former wars. It was a great
mistake sparing him in 1852-3, as it will only cost us many
valuable lives and considerable treasure to annex his country,
as we are bound to do ere very many years are over.

The old capital, Ava, is overgrown with jungle, and a good
deal of the ramparts are down. The old pagodas remain, and
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a portion of the old town is still inhabited, but it is a
sad ruin, '

Although there is little or no paddy grown in Upper
Burmah, which is the staple article of food amongst all
Eastern people, wheat, grain, and other cereals are not only
grown, but thrive very well. Many of the Burmese pagodas
show considerable skill in architecture. The Ananbo pagoda
at Pagan Myo is in the shape of a Grecian cross, and Colonel
Yule thinks that the ancient Burmese had the assistance of
some Italians, who designed and erected these well-pro-
portioned and graceful structures. A week might be spent
very pleasantly at Pagan Myo inspecting the ruins' When
we arrived at Umrapoorah, the then capital, we were greatly
indebted to Mr. Spears, an English merchant, who had long
been resident there, for much kindness. He got us a house,
and acted as our cicerone; the king sent us ponies to ride,
and promised to see us in a few days when the stars should
be propitious. We went about freely; there was not the
slightest hindrance, and everybody was very civil to us. We
saw the so-called white elephant, but as he had been maust
several weeks, he had not been washed, and had a coating of
earth &c. over him, and he might have becn green for all we
could tell, but he was a magnificent brute. Stood about 10}
feet high, very handsomely made, and with the finest tusks
I ever saw, fully seven feet long; they all but touched the
ground, and his mahout said they had to saw a bit off each
year. He ranks after the king, and has a splendid building
all to himself. When dressed for state occasions his trappings
must be worth lacs of x.'upees, as his head-piece is covered
with magnificent jewels and precious stones of extraordinary
size, consisting of rubies, emeralds, diamonds, sapphires, and

! The pagodas of Pagan Myo are so numerons that if a Barmese wishes to
express an impossibility, he says, * such and such is as possible as for & man
to count the pagodas at Pagen.”
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turquoises, any one of which is worth a fortune. Although we
could not tell whether he was white or not, we noticed his
eyes were pink, so I fancy he was an albino. The palace
was not much to boast of, and in the stables were about four
or five spotted ponies, of no value to any one except the owner
of a circus. The idol which was brought over from Arrakan,
and which took, it is said, 10,000 men to carry, we also saw. The
people plaster it over with gold-leaf, and it must have many
thousand pounds of gold over its person. It is a huge image
of Gaudama sitting in the usual cross-legged manner, mnade of
copper, in which doubtless a good deal of gold and silver was
thrown when it was smelted and cast. The Chinese had a
quarter to themselves, and their joss-house was well worth
seeing, the images inside being very life-like and beautifully
dressed. The whole of it had been brought piece-meal from
China, v¢¢ Bhamo, and must have cost a vast sum,

The king's palace formed a square inclosure, in the centre
of Umrapoorah ; round it were ncatly built, in regular rows,
the houses of his woongees, or Burmese ministers. The streets
were broad, well laid out, and perfectly straight, the cross
roads being at right angles to the others; they were neatly
planted with trees, and many had gardens in front. There
were a good many brick houses. The Muneepoories, who
form the king's cavalry, had a quarter to themselves, and I
saw many pretty women amongst them. There is a street set
apart for each trade, 5o you see shops exactly alike along one
street. The king has coin of his own, but they did not object
to receive our rupees. We crossed over a bridge nearly a
mile long to visit the site where Colonel Phayre was encamped
when on his embassy. In Lower Pegu, in those days, we had
not succeeded in growing English vegetables, except salad;
even potatoes were very scarce, 8o my delight was great when
I saw some cabbages growing in a garden. I immediately
bought one for a rupee, and told my boy to get some more
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the next day, and ke bought twelve for the rupee! The
poonghee houses, or monasteries, are splendid ; that of the
chief priest has the posts studded with precious stones. We
spent a very pleasant week here, 'W¢ were asked if we
should like to see the king, and of course said yes; first one
day was fixed, and at the last moment that was declared un-
propitious ; then another day would be appointed, and so on till
we were sick of it, and we really did not care two pins about
seeing his golden majesty, who after all is not much better
dressed, or more majestic-looking, than an ordinary coolie. So
we sent him word through his Kalawoon, or Minister of
Foreign Affairs, that as the king was either too busy to see us
or the fates adverse, we would take gur leave and start on a
certain day. We were begged to stay a little longer, but on
the day appointed we got into our boat and were just starting,
when the Kalawoon came down and presented us each with a
silk putso of the royal pattern, for which we thanked him
and started, and reached Prome in a week without any adven-
tures. Many of the Burmese houses at Umrapoorah had
vines growing in front of them, but I could not find out
whether they bore fruit. Mr. Spears had a fine fig-tree
covered with fruit.

In 1858 I was at Thayet Myo, and Butt of the Sappers
proposed we should sail up to the Burmese capital in our own
boat. The government in those days had supplied all the
European corps aiid Sapper companies with large boats, and we
had rigged ours up as a yacht ; we got an awning made up, two
sappers to manage the sails, two servants to cook, &ec. Buit
superintended the management of the boat; I was steersman.
The people laughed at us for not taking & Burmese crew, and
prophesied we would not reach half-way to Mandalay, the
new capital. It was blowing great guns when we started,
and the wind continued fair and strong the whole way. Our
boat was a capital sailer; we did not stick to the bank like
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the Burmess, but went boldly into mid-stream. Seeing usdo
this, several large Burmese boats, with a cheer, followed our
example, and a close contest ensued. With a fair wind they,
with their immense sails, fairly outsailed us, and passed us
with many good-natured jokes, but directly there was the
least bend they all went ashore, for having no keels they
cannot sail on a wind, whilst we, close-hauled, passed them
rapidly, laughing at them in our turn. It is no joke if one of
these large boats gets on to a lee-shore if there is a strong
breeze blowing, for it then takes them sometimes days to
get off.

'We stopped at Pagan Myo two days, and at several of the
islands, and shot hares, jungle-fowl, partridges, corn-quail, and
pigeons, and in one place a lot of goggle-cyed plover, and as
they had been living on grain which grew there they were
capital eating. We reached Mandalay without any assistance
on the eleventh day. We sailed up a creek close to the town,
though the people tried to induce us to pull up about a mile
off. In 1857 the king had decreed that Umrapoorah was to
be deserted and a new capital formed four miles further up
the river. It had been laid out on the plan of Rangoon, only
on a much grander scale. The streets were 100 feet broad,
and all Jaid regularly out in parallel lines with the cross
roads at right angles, the king’s palace as usual in the centre.
We looked Mr. Spears up, and though he offered to put us
up, a8 we only intended remaining a few days, we preferrcd
remaining in our own boat. We walked to Umrapoorah—
where two years ago all had been beautiful to the sight, was
now a mass of ruins and desolation. The inhabitants forcibly
removed, the ramparts thrown down, the brick houses de-
molished, the others burnt. Nothing left but charred remains
and rubbish, and numbers of dogs, who were dying of starva-
tion. 'Why they did not follow their owners to Mandalay I
can’t conceive. Even the Chinese quarter was abandoned,
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though their joss-house still remained ; but that, too, we heard
was to be demolished and removed to the new capital. Why
this move took place I do not know. It seems to be a point
of honour amongst Burmese kings to build, on accession to the
throne, a new capital, but I believe the fear of our steamers
had something to do with this move. The river at Umra-
poorah ran close under its walls, but Mandalay was some two
miles from the main channel, and the king vainly hoped he
should be secure there from our guns in case of war; but
with our present improved guns it would not take us more
than & couple of hours to batter down the city and palace
about his ears. There are large marble quarries about Man-
dalay, and a high hill overlooks it ; a couple of guns planted
there would speedily reduce the city to a ruin. Nothing was
finished, but a great number of workpeople were scattered
about excavating the ditch and throwing up the rampart and
making bricks.

The officials could understand Butt's coming up, but what
could have brought me a second time they could not make
out, and evidently looked upon me as a spy. We remained
here three days; saw the Hairy Family and some very clever
jugglers, who did the Davenport trick long before that family
was heard of We wandered all over the place, and then
crossed over to Mendoon, on the opposite. bank, where there
is the largest mass of brickwork in the world, and the second
largest bell. The former was intended to be an immense
pagoda ; and a model alongside shows it was to have been
600 feet high when finished! But after it had been raised
200 feet the great earthquake of 1839 shattered it, and
the Burmese looking on that as a bad omen abandoned the
work ; but there it is, just as it was left, even the scaffolding
was still up! Close by it is the great bell with a diameter of
15 feet! The country is hilly, covered with jungle, and
we could hear jungle-fowl and partridges calling all round,
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and the people also said hares were plentiful; but no one is
allowed to shoot within a radius of twenty miles of the king’s
palace, as the king has granted life to all within that distance,
his subjects alone excepted, whose lives arg not worth two-
pence. Their big gun—I forget its dimensions—which I had
seen two years before at Umrapoorah, had also been removed
to the new capital; but it looked sadly honeycombed, and I
would rather not be the man to fire it! We saw about fifty
elephants, all splendid tuskers, working at the teak rafts, and
also examined the two inclosures near Umrapoorah, where
they catch wild elephants by means of female decoy ele-
phants. These also touched the walls of the city, but the
people assured me as many as twenty or twenty-five elephants
were frequently caught in them during the year.

The white elephant I had seen in my former trip was dead,
and a young one reigned in his stead, but it was a miserable
little brute, with very little white about it.

The Burmese when going down stream, to save themselves
the trouble of rowing, throw over branches of trees and attach
them with ropes to the prow of the boat; these catch the
force of the streamn and drag the boat along. I improved
on this, made a huge kite with bamboos and mats, and
weighting one side launched it overboard ; it remained upright
in the water, caught the full force of the stream, and dragged
us down four or five miles an hour. The freshes had set in
and the river was rapidly filling, the sandbanks disappearing.
We thus went down merrily without any exertion on our
parts till one afternoon, when a heavy sea came on, and we
could make no progress at all. We took in our kite and tried
the gars, but it was useless, the waves breaking over the boat;
so we pulled ashore and fastened our boat to the bank, and
waited for the storm to blow over. The moon rose brightly ;
it was full, but after a while a total eclipse took place, which
we watched. with much interest and noted in our journal.
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About three in the morning the wind lulled, and we got off,
and throwing the kite overboard went down rapidly. As we
passed the different pagodas, notably those of Pagan Myo,
we noticed that they were all more or less injured, particu-
larly the Thees, or umbrellas which surmount their crest,
either down altogether or out of the perpendicular, and we
wondered at the cause. Near Yay-nan-choung the wind veered
Tound to the north, and blew half a gale; so we took in the
kite, hoisted the sails, and went down at a good fifteen miles
an hour till dark, when the sails were furled and the kite
brought into play. We expected to reach Meuloon, the
Burmese custom-house, early next morning. No one steered
at night, the helm was lashed amidships, and we trusted to the
current to take us past all obstructions. Once or twice on the
journey we did get on to an island, but easily pushed off and
resumed our journey. When we awoke at daylight we could
not conceive where we were, and expected every moment to
sight Menloon, but hour after hour passed without our reach-
ing it ; and as we passed & bend of the river, before us lay not
Menloon, but our frontier station Meaday. We had gone
eighty miles within twelve hours by means of the kite alone !
We reached Thayet Myo about twelve, and there found all
the pagodas a mass of ruins. We ascertained tBat the day of
the total eclipse of the moon, about two in the afternoon, a
severe earthquake had taken place, shattered the pagodas, and
caused the stream of the Irrawaddie to run the contrary way
for an hour or more! This fully accounted for our being
unable to make any progress that day, for though we did not
feel the earthquake, our progress was barred for several
hours by its effects, and it was about three when we had to
pull up, a good 150 miles distant from Thayet.

Thayet Myo is not a nice place to be stationed at. The
rainfall is very trifling, and the heat therefore excessive.
Cholera is very prevalent, and though there is good boating,
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there is little else to do; there is no shooting worthy of the
name in the neighbourhood. A road had been commenced
connecting Meaday with Tounghoo, but it had not been
finished in my day.

By riding to Menloon, fifty miles inland, and going thence
to the foot of the Arrakan range, good shooting can be had.

The dacoits on our frontier used to be very bad, and thefts
innumerable. Ponies were frequently abstracted and taken
across the frontier. At one time there was a cordon of
sentries with loaded muskets all round the station, but
even then thefts were almost of nightly occurrence. The
Burmese are very expert and daring robbers.



CHAPTER II
COCOS, ANDAMANS, AND HAINGYEE.

Sail in lighter for Cocos, my sole companions being twenty-four reurderers.
—Description of the Coco Islands,.—Fix the position for the lighthouse.
Failure of the former settlement on the island.—Snakes, —Sport.—Dangers
of passage between islands.

In 1864 I was transferred, at my own request, to the Cocos
Light-house works. I made my way down from Tounghoo to
Rangoon, and thence vid Bassein to Haingyee, a large island
at the mouth of the Bassein river, which was the head
quarters of the Alguada Reef Light-house works, then nearing
completion. I expected to find a schooner here, to take me
on to the Cocos, but it had gone on with bricks and convicts,
and as Colonel Fraser, RE, then Superintendent of light-
houses, had asked me to meet him by a certain day, I did not
know what to do; but as there was a lighter available I got on
board and started, trusting to good luck to make the island.
‘We had no instruments on board, only a chart ; on this we
took our bearings and steered direct for our destination. These
lighters sail fairly enough before a wind, but if we had missed
our point we should never have been able to get back to it.
‘We made the island of Preparis by daylight, where we were
becalmed for a while, but about eight a breeze sprang up,
and before we lost sight of this island we came in sight of
the Cocos, and reached Table Island about nine P.M., where
we found the schooner. The steamer with Colonel Fraser
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arrived next day ; and I was landed and left on this island
with twenty-four life - convicts as my sole companions.
Nothing had been done as yet towards erecting the light-
house; a project had not even been prepared, so I had lots to
do. I set the convicts to work to prepare huts for themselves,
and rigged up a tent, with an old mainsail, for myself. This
island is just a mile long, and including Slipper Island the
same in breadth. It is a rocky isle, covered with dense
bamboo, tree and other jungle, with a fringe of cocoa-nut
trees on the south and east faces. The Great Coco is separated
from it by a channel about three miles broad. I shall never
forget my first night here. As soon as the sun had gone down
and the moon risen, thousands upon thousands of rats, in size
equal to a bandicoot, appeared. They did not seem to fear
anything, and I did not like their appearance at all, and did
all T could to frighten them away; but they speedily re-
appeared, and kept me awake all night rattling my tins about
and devouring the rice and grain I had brought with me.
Thinking to outwit them, I hung these bags well off the
ground, on to branches of trees; but these rats ran up the
trunks of the trees, and down the ropes, and devoured every-
thing in the shape of grain or biscuits they could get at, and
we were in fear of starving through their depredations, but
they did not attack meat in any shape, and my convicts soon
took to devouring them, saying they were very sweet.

T had to survey round the island, and to take cross sections
across it, and to fix upon the highest spot for the tower. We
were on the north face. I found the best site to be on the
south, so had the top of the hill cleared and the bricks
removed up there, by which time the monsoon threatened to
break ; so as soon as the schooner returned, which it did
in ebout six weeks, I returned to Haingyee, and took leave to
Ootacamund.

I made a fresh start for Table Island in October, taking
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with me 100 life-convicts, half of them Burmese, Shans, and
Karens, and the other half Madrasses. As the military would
not give me a guard, I had to pick up men out of the streets
of Moulmein, to act as burkandazes, or policemen ; but they
were of no earthly use. I had one European, a Scotchman,
with me as overseer. I placed him on Table Island with the
convicts, and took up my residence on the north end of the
Great Coco, where there was a natural bay that served as
a harbour, and fresh water, which was wanting on Table
Island. Many years ago a settlement by Europeans and East
Indians had been tried here, but it utterly failed ; all died but
one, and he was only just removed in time, as he was quite
prostrated with fever, when a vessel arrived and took him
back to Moulmain. Since then parties of Burmese and
Malays visit these islands for the sake of the cocoa-nuts which
abound. The settlers on this island took with them numer-
ous fowls, of which there is now not one to be found. Pigs,
both English and Chinese, have run wild there, and are still
particoloured, the only wild ones of that sort found in the
world I fancy. They grow to an immense size, and I shot
one with tusks 94 inches round the curve, and thick in pro-
portion. There are a few betel-nut trees on this island, Its
length is about seven miles, and the greatest breadth perhaps
two. The shore to the east, north and south, is flat, and
covered densely with cocoa-nut trees to a depth of a quarter of
a mile or more. The west side is hilly, and as every tree is
bent one particular way the force of the south-west monsoon
is easlly traceable. A good many turtle visit this island, a
few only on the east face, but a good number on the west,
where I have shot them and turned them over at night;
there would be many more were it not for the iguana lizard,
which digs up their eggs and devours them in thousands.

‘We caught many kinds of fish; the best eating were the
mullets, and gave the most sport. One fish we caught had
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three hooks to its tail, for what purpose I can’t conceive, There
were numbers of crawfish, very large crabs, conger eels, and
oysters.  Pearl oysters abounded. Sponges were washed
ashore daily. I shot snipe, teal, curlews, goggle-eyed plover,
and innumerable kinds of pigeons and doves; amongst them
the Nicobar pigeon, and one of the Megapodide, that deposits
its eggs in a mound or tumulus, and leaves it to hatch out the
young, which emerge ready fledged and able to take care of
themselves. There were many venomous snakes in all these
islands. I killed several vipers, and many Bungarus, or
banded snakes, both venomous. On eight different occasions
T shot two pigs at one shot, by collecting and splitting a lot
of cocoa-nuts, and hiding myself behind a screen of cocoa-nut
palm leaves. The pigs used to come in dozens to devour
them, and by waiting till two were together one ball gene-
rally did for both. My object was of course to get fresh meat
for all the people I had, and not sport. But in wandering
through these forests I have often come across pigs, both soli-
tary boars and a family conclave, and I shot twenty-four the
first year and twenty-one the next. They are very fat, and as
they can get no offal to eat, they are themselves delicious
eating. The heads soused were particularly good.

As the work-people on Table Island were dependent on me
for fresh water, a8 boat-lond was sent across dailf ; but the
strait was a very dangerous one to cross. The tide rip was
fearful, and I have been eight hours crossing over from
one island to the other. I had to take the rudder myself
always, for J could not trust the boatmen, or serang; they
lost their nerve altogether when they found themselves in
these .turbulent waters. It was excessively dangerous ; the
least inattention on the part of the steersman in bringing
the boat's-head to the rollers, and the boat would have been
swamped to a certainty, and I have passed many anxious
hours crossing over. At last, finding it almost impossible
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to hit off the exact time, at low water, to get across with any-
thing like safety, I moved all my traps and myself to Table
Tsland, and built a shed in a grove of cocoa-nut trees, on its
south face, and just below the hill on which the lighthouse
works were being carried on. The convicts I placed on the
top, and Reed, the overseer, and a writer, had quarters for
themselves a little apart from the convicts. I afterwards used
to cross over to the Great Coco for two or three days’shoot-
ing, but permanently resided at Table Island.

I have already said that as no fresh water existed on Table
Island, and I had sunk numerous wells in the interior, all of
which yielded brackish water not fit to drink, a boat-load of
fresh water had daily to be brought over from the main
island. One day it arrived a little later than usual. I
had left the works and retired to my hut to bathe, and Reed
the overseer, as usual, marched down a party of twenty-five
Burmese Karens and Shans, and twenty-five Madrasses, to
bring up the breakers of water. There was a stout bamboo
between two men to sling a cask to, and the Burmese
and Shans hurried down, and directly they approached the
boat made a rush at it ; and the idiotic lascars, instead of push-
ing into deep water, juinped overboard ; and the convicts took
possession*of the boat, pushed off to the Great Coco, whence
they took & month’s rations, two muskets, and ammunition,
and gallantly set out for the main-land. I was quite helpless.
1 had no other boat to follow them in, and the schooner was
not in. Directly the occurrence took place a convict, who
was one of the boat's crew, ran and gave me the intelligence,
and said the men were coming round to attack me. So I
loaded my battery, and went down to the beach to meet them
should they attempt to land, but of course they did not do
so. Elsewhere I have said all the Burmese are able to guide
themselves by means of stars, and these convicts made
straight for the coast of Tenasserim, where they arrived on

VOL. IL v}
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the §ifth or sixth day; but most of them were captured and
sent back to me; but three of the most notorious convicts,
who had been noted leaders of dacoities, escaped, and one of
them met with a tragical though plucky end. The other two
I don’t think were ever accounted for, but got back to the
Shan States. The man I allude to as having met with a
tragical end was a famous Karen dacoit. For his apprehen-
sion there was offered a reward of Rs. 200, dead or alive, and
sundry peelers had tried to seize him, but he had invariably
cut them down and escaped. But one day two Karens, out
hunting with some twenty savage dogs, met him and called
upon him to surrender. He merely laughed at them, re-
treated to a bamboo clump, cut down a bamboo, pointed one
end, and then holding out his dalwey, or fighting sword, said,
“Here is a sword for one and a spear for the other—try and
take me.” The two men, knowing the dacoit’s desperate
character, consulted together; one ran off to the village,
whilst the other watched the convict and surrounded him
with their dogs ; if he attempted to move the dogs were set
on him, and they are a savage powerful breed, so the poor
wretch could not escape. The other Karen soon returned with
several villagers, one armed with a musket and the other with
8 crossbow ; the former, cocking his gun, called upqn the man
to surrender, but he, exposing his chest and his arms, and
calling their attention to various marks, caused by gold and
silver imbedded under the skin as & charm to cause invulner-
ability, said, “ Don’t you see I am invulnerable? you caunot
shoot me.” The man with the musket essayed thres timesto
fire, and each time the cap snapped, and the Karen was
exultant, saying, “ Did 1 not tell you so?” When the cross-
bow man, fitting an arrow, said, “ You may be invulnerable as
far as a gun is concerned, but I'll see what I can do,” and let
fly. The arrow sped true, and penetrated the man's chest,
but he plucked it out and said, « Why, it has only gone in e
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span; do you think that will kill me?” But inward bleeding
had evidently commenced, for in a few seconds he fell down,
and the others rushing in on him secured him, but he died
before they got him to the village. Thus died this ruffian;
he was a plucky fellow, though a rascal of the deepest dye.

Generally in May, not later than the 24th, we were
removed from the Cocos. The first season we went to
Haingyee, but afterwards I left the convicts at Port Blair,
and spent my time between Moulmein and Rangoon, till it
was time to resume work again. Whilst at Haingyee—sick of
having nothing to do—1 went up to Dalhousie. It was Lord
Dalhousie’s intention to build & town here, to rival Rangoon
and Moulmein, and to supersede Bassein; but after several
lacs of rupees had been spent, a tidal wave in one night
swept the whole away, and when I visited it, with the excep-
tion of a culvert here and there, there was not a vestige left
to show for all the expenditure incurred. I had often been
teased by my Burman shikarees to go out shooting at night,
but I had always refused to do so; nevertheless I thought
I would go just once to see what it was like.

The only people at Dalhousie were a scrang and a boat’s
crew, to assist vessels in grief, and on my landing this serang
asked me to come up to the office and put up there, which I
was glad enough to do. This tindal had a few days before
shot a barking-deer, and bad potted the gresater part of it. I
had heaps of food of my own, and I dislike trying messes, but
a8 he sent me a oouple of dishes and begged my acoeptance I
tasted one, and found it so good that I discarded my own
grub and partook of his; the meat was cut up into small
squares about balf an inch each way, and so saturated with
massallah that he assured me if kept in a dry place in & jar
corked down it would keep good a yesr. A handful taken
out and warmed made a delicious curry. Towards dark some
Burmese shikarees met me here by appointment, and we set

c2
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out to *“blaze” deer. We had to go over deep sand for fully
gix miles, and to cross numerous nullahs, bridged by a single
bamboo thrown across trestles with a small hand-rail attached ;
we then turned inland, and after going another mile in
the dark, one of the men put a sort of inverted coal-scuttle on
his head, fastened it under his chin, and lit a bright fire inside
it ; two other men, one on each side, rang bells, and off they
all set in a zig-zag fashion, at a good trot, making all the
noise they could ; the fourth man and I followed in the rear.
The ground was a mass of holes, mounds, ant-hills, and
jungle, and over and into these I kept falling, for I could not
see a fout in front of me, and with difficulty managed to keep
up at all. Presently the men doubled the noise with the
bells; their zig-zag pace became faster, and presently out
of the darkness I saw two eye-balls glaring at us, and as
we got closer I distinguished a mass which I took to be a
sambur; I fired into it at a distance of some ten or twelve
feet. On receiving the ball the poor brute made a bound
forward and knocked one of the shikarees down, but it quickly
disappeared. We then continued our eternal jog-trot, and in
about half an hour came upon another sambur. I fired at
this, but it too got away. The Burmese generally cut them
down, or rather ham-string them, when they are out alone. I
could not stand this any longer, so leaving three of them to
continue their sport I took the fourth with me and walked
back to the station, where I arrived at 2 A.M., thoroughly
tired. The Burmese got one deer after I left, and both mine
were found dead the next day-—one buck with fair horns and
one doe; but this system of sport is horrible poaching, and
utterly unfit for Europeans. If when they are out “blazing”
the Burmese come across & tiger, they immediately squat
down and hide the light, when the tiger sneaks away ; but they
kill many sambur, and very many hog-deer this way. This
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was my’ first attempt at this mode of killing game, and it
will certainly be my last.

One day a Karen brought in the head of a two-horned
rhinoceros, and as he said they were to be found on the main-
land not far off, I agreed to go with him; but as everything
Lad to be carried by men, and they were very scarce, I went
in very light marching order. 1 don’t know what his idea of
a short distance was, but he took us at least fifty miles, right
into the Arrakan mountains, towards Cape Negrais. The first
day I shot a kakur, or barking-deer, and several pheasants.
‘We went over small ranges of hills, and were nzarly bitten to
death by leeches, gadflies and musquitoes. We camped out
in the open and resumed our march ; this day I got a bull
bison, but lost a cow; saw eight bison in all and five
sambur, and got two pheasants ; we encamped at a Karen
village. The next day we got to our destination—a valley
between two high ranges with an extensive swamp in the
middle. Here the man pointed out to me a heap of dung,
two or three feet high, and assured me rhinoceros always de-
posit their ordure in the same spot ; but 1 must say I did
not then believe him, as I was new to rhinoceros and tleir
ways. Whilst he set men to dig two pits, he and I crossed
the swamp and went to the top of the hill ; beyond this was
pretty level, and there were many forrs of sambur about. We
went nearly to the end of this, and out of a patch of long
grass & bull bison jumped up, ran twenty yards, and then
faced me. Lang brought him down with one ball through
the chest. We cut off his head and went on; the Karens
came later up and removed the whole of the meat. We went
down this hill into a sholah beyond, and I had three shots at
sambur, but only succeeded in bagging one stag. We got
back to the village in time to have a bathe and dine, before
we went to the holes to sit up—such a night as I spent! I
would not do it again to shoof a dozen rhinoceros, even  if
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each of them had four instead of two horns. It was a bright
moonlight night, the rhinoceros came about eleven, and passing
the Karen got the contents of one of my guns into it; in its
fright it ran into a very boggy part of the swamp close to me,
and I easily killed it with a shot behind the ear. We then
went home, and next day cut off the bead and made tracks
homewards by a mew route. We saw nothing the first day,
but the second day came across a herd of elephants; I
wounded a tusker, lost it for the time, but.the Karens, I
heard afterwards, found it dead and boned the tusks. We
put up that night in a small Karen village, and the men said
if 1 would stop a day they would beat a ravine for me,
in which there was generally a tiger, and they could also
show me bison and sambur; as I was in no hurry 1 went
with them next day, but instead of a tiger a panther passed
the tree I was in, and I dropped it dead. It measured as it
lay 7} feet to the tip of the tail. This beast had killed a good
many cattle, but T fancy it had a mate with it, which did not
show. After breakfast we went out stalking; I wounded a
bison, lost it, but bagged a kakur and a doe sambur. The
next day I reached Haingyee at dark, having seen nothing but
a few jungle-fowl en roufe. At Haiugyee itself 1 shot a
couple of hog-deer. There are at times both elephants and
buffaloes to be found here, but none visited it whilst T was
there.

My last trip to the Cocos was rather a memorable one, as
we were nearly starving. We expected to be relieved, as
usual, not later than the 24th May, as the monsoon sets in
early, and then vessels cannot approach these coasts. The
schooner was laid up in Rangoon, and the steamer had gone
to Calcutta, and was thus detained some time, and also meet-
ing with rough weather did not reach the Cocos till towards the
end of June, and then had to lie fully three miles off, and I
bad to transport not only the convicts, the free workmen and
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ourselves, but a lot of sick, all surplus stores, &c., round
the island, to the only spot where the loats could come.
Owing to the distance the steamer had to lie off, the two
bosts could only make two trips each during the day, and
they were so crowded 1 expected every momecut that they
would be swamped. It rained from daylight; we had no
shelter where we had to await the boat, so we were like
drowned rats all day, We managed to hght huge fires and
to dry one bit of clothing at a time, but it was soaked
through again in a few moments. We had nothing to eat,
and everything was packed away, but towards three in the
afternoon I managed to find one of Crosse and Dlackwell's
plum-puddings, and some pints of beer, and on this Leed, the
third officer of the ship, and I made our first meal. That day I
went off in the last boat to get to the vessel at dark, but it
was a very risky thing relieving us so late in the season.
Expecting to be relicved as usual T issued rations daily, but
when the time had passed and not knowing where the
steamer was, I was forced to put the men on half-rations, and
as day after day passed, we got very anxious. Vessels passed
us daily, most of them American ones under German flags,
for it was the days of the Civil War, when the one Southern
vessel swept the commerce and the fleet of the boasting
North off the face of the ocean. They were almost within
hailing distance, and though I fired guns, rockets, blue-lights,
and hung up signals “ that we were starving,” in accordance
with Marryatt’s code, not one of them took the least notice of
us. We could see them watching us with their telescopes, and
though our distress must have been known to them, not only
did they take no heed themselves, but did not report it
at Rangoon, as they were obliged to do by the universal law
of nations. At last, when I had but threc days’ half-rations
left, a country vessel did pull up and sell us sufficient rice to
keep us going for another mouth. It was curious to notice
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the behaviour of the different races when food hecame scarce.
The Madrasses cried all day and lost heart, saying they were
sure they had been sent there purposely to die of hunger, and
did nothing to help themselves, whilst the Shans and Karens,
and more particularly the Burmese, were not downcast a bit :
they searched the jungles and found a kind of yam, which,
however, caused dysentery and vomiting when too freely par-
taken of. They redoubled their exertions to catch fish, caught
more rats, and, in fact, were as jolly under the circumstances
as they could be. I had fitted up a condenser on Table
Island after the escape of the comvicts, to be independent of
the Great Coco, so luckily we always had as much fresh water
as we required. I also visited the Little Coco, which re-
sembled the large island very much. To save expense in the
transit of these convicts, when we closed the works on Table
Island, T took them to the Andamans and left them there,and
always spent a week going and coming. Port Blair, or Ross
Island, is a small island overcrowded, I think; higher up
in the bay is Chatham Island, and at the further point of
the harbour, which is capable of holding all the navies of
the world with easc, is Viper Island, where only the worst
characters are sent ; but on the whole the convicts had an
easy life, and are nearly self-supporting. Mount Harriet, a
so-called sanatarium, is only 1085 feet high, and the bother of
getting there is more than the place is worth. It will be
memorable, as it was on returning from it that Lord Mayo,
the most popular viceroy India ever had, was murdered. The
worst of these islands is that they are full of vermin ; if you
go out of the beaten track you are covered with ticks, some so
small that they can scarcely be seen; and even within the
rise of the tide the fleas were in thousands. The Andamans
have a pig peculiar to them; it is a small variety. The
people of these islands are unmitigated savages, with woolly
hair, which they shave off with bits of glass; they are
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perfectly naeked, and are scarcely one degree removed above
an ape; they seem to be promiscuous in their intercourse and
to be devoid of shame.

At different times I sent upwards of 20,000 young cocoa-
nut plants to the Andamans, which have been planted in
various parts of the harbour and islands. Further to the
north there is a mountain said to be 4,000 feet high, but owing
to the hostility of the natives very little of these islands has
as yet been explored. There is another magnificent harbour,
Cornwallis, to the north, as capacious as Port Blair.

For the first two seasons I was at the Cocos I had not even
a hospital assistant sent with me, nor any proper instruments.
I bad to doctor as well as to look after and keep in order
these murderers; a few died each trip. Oune was a very pain-
tul case—stoppage of urine—and I had not even a bougie to
insert to clear out the urethra, and the man died by inches.
I did all T could with fomentations &c. to save his life, and
to give him relief, but without avail.

Having no guard T had to keep strict discipline and to
inflict punishment myself, I went about totally unarmed,
except with a walking-stick, and as all the men had dhaws
for cutting down jungle, &c., they might have killed me at
any time. Once only did a man lift his dhaw at me; 1 found
him sitting down and smoking instead of doing his task,
bringing so many bricks up the hill, so gave him a cut
across the back; he was up in a moment, with his dhaw
raised, when I hit out straight and caught him on the nose
and sent him spinning down the hill, and then followed him
up and gave him two dozen on the spot, and 1 never had
occasion to speak to him again; he was a fine well-built Shan.
1 wanted to clear some of the rats off the island, so imported
cats, but the brutes of Madrasses used to catch them and eat
them, so I told them the next man who killed & cat should
get three dozen, and the very next day the biggest Madrasse
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killed the last she-cat we had, and was canght in the act by a
Burman, who reported it to me. I immediately collared the
men, tied him up to the nearest tree, and in the presence of
all the convicts with my own hands gave him three dozen, as
I had promised. I used to go after turtle attended by only
three or four Burman convicts, all murderers, and sleep in
their midst on the sand, without the least fear, and they never
took advantage of my loneliness to molest me in any way, but
I invariably treated them as fairly as I could, and punished
ag little as 1 could, but when I did, I let them understand it
was not intended for play. At last I was really sorry to part
with these Shans, Karens, and Burmese, though very glad to
turn my back on the wretched Madrasses.



CIIAPTER IIL
COSSYAH AND JYNTIAN HILLS.

Game—Pony killed by Tiger—Ruads—Mooflong—Nurting—The Welsh
Migsion—Cosgyrh Rajah’s Shikar Meeting—Tiger Shooting at Shillong—
Fearlessness of tthoorkas at this Sport,

Tuese hills may be said to commence about eighteen
miles south of Gowhatty, at Burneyhat, and extend in
a south-eastern and western direction; they skirt Sylhet
and Cachar, and beyond that they are called the Lushai
Hills, and have other names further south, but they are
all connected and form a vast plateau. Towards the east
they go by various names too, being called the Naga,
Mishmee, and other hills, and extend into China and
Burmah, and there are peaks 10,000 feet high and covered
with snow ; they have been crossed only by two or three
Europeans in days when the British were more feared than
they are now. If T remember right Col. Hannay and
Dr. Griffiths, and some one else passed over them into
Burmah, descending the Irrawaddie to Rangoon; but now-
a-days the passage is completely barred to all Europeans.
As already stated, Cherra Poonjee, overlooking the Sylbet
plains, was occupied Ly our troops for many years, but
Shillong and Jowai are the only two stations now—the one
being in the Cossyab Hills, and the other in the Jyntish.
They are connected by a bridle-path, laid out by Col. Briggs,



28 SPORT IN ASSAM, THE COSSYAH HILLS, ETC.

which is far too good for a bridle-path and not good enough
for a cart-road ; consequently not half of it is ever used, the
Cossyahs, and the Europeans too for the matter of that, pre-
ferring the native paths. From Burneyhat the present road
goes over low ranges till you reach Nongpoh, fifteen miles,
and 2,700 feet high. Nongpoh is a wild place; there are but
a few huts about, and a very little cultivation, in the shape of
hill-paddy and cotton, is met with. These hills have a fair
sprinkling of elephants, bison, sambur, hog-deer, muntjac,
bears, tigers, and panthers in them, but the jungle is so im-
penetrable that they have never been shot over; whilst laying
out the cart-road I have shot a few sambur, hog-deer, munt-
jac, two bears, and one panther, besides jungle-fowl, phea-
sants, and partridges, and saw lots of marks of other game
Lut had not time to go after it. From Nongpoh, the hills
gradually get higher and the jungle more open, and about
half way to. Oomsing, the next halting-place, it ceases alto-
gether, being succeeded by open undulating hills covered
with grass about four feet high, with sholas, or groves of trees,
in the ravines and along the water-courses. Many of the
hills present a very park-like appearance, and capital stalk-
ing can be had, sambur and bears being plentiful, and occa-
sionally elephant and bison visit them ; tigers now and then
kill stray cattle, but I do not think that they are plentiful.
From Oomsing you wind about amongst the hills, which are
nearly bare (with the exception of a few pine-trees scattered
about) ; they vary from 3,000 o 4,000 feet. There is very
little game on them, only sambur and bears, and very rarely
bison. The Oomean is a pretty mountain stream, and I
believe joins the Burneyhat river, and falls into the Kullung
river near Kookooriah. There are mahseer in it, and by wading
and fly-fishing in the rapids fish from one-half to three 1bs,
weight can be caught. After crossing this stream the ascent
of the true Cossyah Hills is commenced, and Shillong, 5,000
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feet high, is reached. There is another road, the old govern-
ment road vid Ranee 1o Mooflong, where it branches off to
Cherra Poonjce. The hills commence a few miles beyond
Mairapore, and this branch extendg to the Garrow country.
In a heat on the top of some hills near this, not more
than 1,700 feet high, the rajah caught two serow in a net,
and some three others cscaped. I obtained one head and
sent it to the curator of the (‘alcutta museum. We did
not know of their existence till then, and though we
searched for them afterwards, we never succeeded in finding
any more. The head appeared to me to much resemble those
the Karens brought me in Burmmah. A good number of
tigers were killed about here by the officers of the Lower Assam
Company ; a little way off there was very good snipe-shoot-
ing. The first stage was Jyrung, where a tiger once killed a
valuable pony of mine in the veiandah, but I was unfortu-
nately not there, and arived early next morning to find my
animal, poor “ Pekoe,” lying dead. 1 had sent on my people
and stayed the might with Gilman at Mairapore. Tt was full
moon, the elephants were picketed close by, and the mahouts
had put the pads up on edge round the pony, forming
an inclosed place where he was tied up in the verandah,
which also had longitudinal bars, some two feet apart up to
five feet all round; all the servants were sleeping close by.
About eleven the tiger sprang over the pads and railing and
fastened on the pony’s neck ; the people drove him off imme-
diately, but the jugular was cut and the pony bled to death.
The tiger remained close by growling all night, and only dis-
appeared about an hour before I arrived. As a window of the
bungalow commanded the desd pony, and the night was
nearly as bright as day, I would not have the pony disturbed,
but watchdd for the tiger all night, but it did not come.
There is very fair shooting all along this road. The next
stage is Oomloor, and there are a good many pheasants and
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barking-deer to be seen early in the morning along this road.
The jungles teem with elephants and bison at the commence-
ment of the rains, and if you leave this road at Oomloor and
cross over to Col. Briggs's road, and go to a place called Palliar,
in the season, May and June, the bison are very plentiful. I
only had three days' shooting along this portion, and I got four
bison, two very large bulls and two cows, and three sambur,
one a very fine stag, two barking-deer and some small game,
but I saw at least thirty bison and a dozen elephants, three of
them fine tuskers, but as there was a fine of £50 if you shot
an elephant, 1 let them alone. I often intended returning
there, but one thing and another prevented me, and besides it
was off my beat. All my shooting I got whilst ewnployed on
duty; had I been an idle man I could have slain ten times
what I did, but my time was not my own, and marching
hurriedly interferes sadly with sport. This same trip, instead
of returning to Oomloor and going on to Nungklow by the
government road, 1 followed Col Briggs's road, and althoungh
it was so circuitous and passed through an uninhabited
country, yet, after so much had been spent on it, I think it
was a pity it was never completed, especially as it passed over
a platean, just like Ootacamund, and 6,000 feet high ; it would
have opened out the interior of these hills, a thing of much
importance now-a-days. I had to encamp near a heavy cut-
ting, and strolled off to the left next day in search of game.
I met some Cossyahs, and they said they would show me game
if I came to their village, a little off the unfinished cart-road.
I sent one man back for my traps and went with them; they
took me through beautiful park-like scenery, and soon pointed
out a stag, which, after careful stalking, I killed. The horns
measured as follows :—In a straight line, thirty-four inches,
and round the curve thirty-eight. I saw several does and the
marks of bison and elephants, and now and then the barking-
deer. In the village they had the head and horns of a fine
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bull bison, and two or three of the serow. My traps came up
late, and I tried a river close by for fish, but only caught
three, one 1} lbs, one 2 lbs., and one 1 1b, with a fly.
I tried the spoon, but did not succeed. I don’t think there
are any large fish in the stream.

In the night a tiger killed one of their cattle, and I meant
to sit over the carcase, but going to inspect it, whilst carelessly
walking along with a dozen or more men behind me—and only
my express loaded with a shell in my hand—up jumped the
tiger, and without thinking of what I was doing, on the im-
pulse of the moment I fired and broke its back, and another
shot behind the ear killed it; it measured 9 feet 1inch. I
got a bear the same day, and moved on to opposite Mooflong,
giving the Cossyahs some powder and a few rupees. The
tigress came to cat the bull that night, and was killed by a
Cossyah, who brought me the skin into Shillong, and I got the
reward for him for it; it was a small brute. At Nungklow
there are a good many pheasants, and a few barking-deer ;
here there are the graves of two officers attacked and killed by
the Cossyahs many years before as they were travelling
to Cherra Ponjee. Here also is a cinchona plantation, but I
don’t think the young trees make much progress. The next
stage, Myrung, has two dcodars, or cedars, but they are very
stunted, and quite unlike theit kind in the Himalayas. Here
also General Vitch planted two tea-bushes, which are now two
trees, twenty feet each in height. Mooflong, the next stage,
is 6,000 feet high; there is any quantity of slate on these
hills, and also coal and limestone; the principal industry is
potato-growing. Here the road by a zig-zag path descends
to the Boga Panee, over which a bridge was coustructed
by my assistant, Mr. Maxwell, whilst I was exccutive
engineer; Lefore that there was only a cane-bridge across
this mountain torrent, built by the Cossyahs, and which
was yearly rencwed and at all times very unsafe to cross
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over; the scenery is very grand. The road on to Shillong
is very level until you reach the dik bungalow; there you
have to descend 1,000 feet to Laban or Shillong.

Going from Shillong to Jowai, by deviating some twelve
miles, you arrive at Nurting, where there is a Welsh mission,
and fair shooting and fishing. The only place in India where
I have come upon a covey of partridges has been this road,
within four miles of Jowai, where nearly always I put up ten
or twelve partridges; these are found at times in great num-
bers, and are killed by Cossyahs throwing sticks at them, 1
have seen a dozen or more brought in in one day by them so
killed ; they are the ruddy-necked partridge.

In former days, to judge by the following, the Jyntiah
Rajahs must have been possessed of large means and of much
consequence, for they invaded our territory and made them-
selves very oljectionable, and were severely punished by our
plucky little Ghoorkas, and they are not likely to prove
troublesome again. There is 'not an elephant left amongst
them, the few they had having been “requisitioned” for
the Bhootan war, and were speedily killed by overwork, bad
management, and had and insufficient food.

People seem to think an elephant can carry any load, and
work day and night, and that after his load has been removed,
he must forage for himself ; but perhaps the jungles have been
burnt, and there is not a blade of grass for the poor hrute to
pick up, and may be no water. Early in the morning he is
caught, brought back, dusted and reloaded, and has to toil all
day. Is it a wonder that these valuable brutes died like rotten
sheep between Gowhatty and Dewangiri? The roadside was
strewn with their dead bodies, and the ¢fluvia dreadful, even
at the end of 1866, when I first went along the road. Oak
is found in the Jyntiah Hills, and an inferior variety on the
Cossyah, but pines are the principal trees; they appear to me
identical with the pines found on the Karen Hills, Some-
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times a cyclone commits sad havoc amongst these trees, and
I have seen whole hillsides with every tree torn up by the
roots ; but one gets heartily sick of seeing nothing but these
pines, and longs for a variety of other green foliage. From
Jowai there is a road, or rather pathway, over the hills to
Nowgong and Seebsaugor, and along this I am told (I never
travelled over it) that both the gaur and gyal, rhinoceros,
sambur, and in the lower lands swamp-deer and buffalo, are
to be found. Occasionally white tigers have been killed on
these hills ; and Mr. Shadwell has two skins in his possession,
as before mentioned. The extract alluded to overleaf is from
a very old number of the India Sporting Magazine, and is
headed “ An Extract from the Lives of the Lindsays.” “The
Gointeah (Jynteah) Rajah of the Cusseah, or Cossyah tribe,
was my nearest frontier neighbour; he was by far the most
powerful and the most civilised of the whole, holding large
possessions both on the mountains and on the plains about
fifty miles distant. When a younger man he had been misled
by a false idea of his own powers, and he had in consequence
been the aggressor by entering British territory in a hostile
manner. A regiment of Sepoys easily drove him back and
convinced him of his insignificance, and he was now endea-
vouring to convince me of his perfect attachment to our
government. The Rajah proposed my giving him an inter-
view in his own country, and to partake of a chasse he had
prepared for me; and after arranging the preliminaries of
meeting the day was fixed. By mutual agreement we were
to be accompanied by a few attendants.

“1t was during the season of the rains, the whole country
heing completely overflowed, and having the appearance of
an extensive lake. 1 embarked on board a beautiful yacht of
my own building, well manned and armed with eighteen
swivels (guns), and arrived at the place of rendezvous at the
appointed hour, when to my surprise I found advancing
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towards me a fleet of boats, not less than fifty in number,
with streamers flying and fantastically dressed. As this was
contrary to our agreement I was not well pleased at the
display, but betrayed no kind of alarm.” ...... “The
Rajah proved to be a handsome young man, with a good
address. He requested me to accompany him to his barge to
partake of the shikar previously prepared for our amusement.
We rowed some miles towards a rising ground on which we
landed, and were then carried on men’s shoulders to a tem-
porary stage erected for the occasion. On surveying the
arena round us I found that the inclosure was not less than
thirty acres, surrounded by a stockade and lined on the
outside by the vassals of the Rajah. They had previously
driven the wild beasts of the country to this place, being the
highest ground in the plain, and surrounded them. The sight
was whimsically wild and magnificent, the concourse of
people immense, the whole population of the hills and the
plains having turned out for the occasion.

“The first thing that struck my observation upon entering
the arena was the singularity of the dresses worn by the
different tribes of Cossyahs, all dressed and armed agreeably
to the customs of the country or mountain whence they came.
The inhabitants of the country (plains) were also fancifully
dressed ; their garb in many instances was a mixture of both,
their arms in general being those of the mountains. The
place into which we were introduced was a species of open
balcony ; on either side of my chair were placed those of the
Rajah, his prime minister, commander-in-chief, and officers of
state,, who all appeared to be native Cossyahs, dressed and
armed in the hill costume, the Rajah himself affecting the
dress of a man more civilised, and wearing the Mogul arms.

“We each prepared his arms for the magnificent chasse
about to begin. Upon looking round me with attention I
found that there were no fewer than 200 of the largest wild
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buffaloes inclosed, some hundreds of the large elk-deer, great
variety of the smaller description of deer, and wild hog innu-
merable. These animals were now galloping around us in
quick succession, when the Rajah, turning politely towards me,
asked me to begin the shikar by taking the first shot. I was
a bad marksman and afraid to betray my want of skill in so
public a manner. First I declined the offer; the Rajah
insisted ; 1 therefore raised my well-loaded rifle to my
shoulder, and taking a good aim, to my own astonishment,
dropped a large buff dead on the spot. There was imme-
diately a general shout of admiration. I on my part
put my pipe into my mouth, throwing out volumes of
smoke to show my indifference, as if the event were a
matter of course} but no power could get the Rajah to
exhibit, from the apprehension of not being equally success-
ful before his own people. On my left hand sat his Juscar
or prime minister; his quiver, I observed, contained but two
arrows. ‘ How comes it, my friend,” said I, ‘ you come into
the field with so few arrows in your quiver!’ With a
sarcastic smile, he replied, ¢ 1f a man cannot do his business
with two arrows he is unfit for his trade’ At that moment
he let fly a shaft and a deer dropped dead. He immediately
had recourse to his pipe and smoked profusely. The loud
and hollow sound of the nagara or war-drum, and the discor-
dant tones of the conch shells, announced a new arrival. The
folding doors of the arena were thrown open, and ten male
elephants with their riders were marshalled before us. If it
is expected that I am to describe the gorgeous trappings and
costly harness of these animals, or the sumptuous dress of the
riders, disappointinent must follow. My savage friends were
little accustomed to stage effects or luxuries of any kind.
The noble animal had not even a pad on his back, a rope
round his body was his only barness. The rider was dressed

nearly in the garb of nature, and the hook with which he
b2
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drives or guides his animal was his only weapon. A motion
from the Rajah’s hand was the signal to advance. The
buffaloes et this unexpected attack naturally turned their
heads towards the elephants and appeared as if drawn up in
order of battle. The scene now became interesting in the
extreme. The elephants continued to advance with a slow,
majestic step, also in line, when in an instant the leader
of the buffs rushed forward with singular rapidity, and
charged the elephants in the centre. Theirline was instantly
broken ; they turned round and fled in all directions, many
of them throwing their riders and breaking down the stockade,
one solitary elephant excepted. This magnificent animal had
been trained for the Rajah’s own use, and accustomed to the
sport : the buffalo, returning from his pursuit, attentively
surveyed him as he stood at a distance alone in the arena.
He seemed for a few seconds uncertain whether to attack
him or rejoin his herd. None who do not possess the talents
of a Zoffany can describe the conflict which now took place ;
the elephant, the most unwieldy of the two, stood on the
defensive, and his position was remarkable. In order to
defend his proboscis he threw it over his head (!), his foreleg
advanced ready for a start, his tail in herizontal line from his
back, his eager eyes steadily fixed upon his antagonist. The
buffalo, who had hitherto been tearing up the ground with
his feet, now rushed forward with velocity. The elephant,
advancing at the same time with rapid strides, received the
buffalo upon his tusks, and threw him into the air with the
same facility as an English bull would toss a dog, then drove
his tusks through the body of the buffalo, and in that
position carried him as easily as a baby, and laid him at the
Rajah’s feet.” Now an elephant to protect his trunk curls
it up, and does not throw it over his head, nor could the
strongest elephant carry a wild buffalo on his tusks, as here
narrated. The story must therefore be accepted with “a grain
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of salt; ” but the account, apart from self-evident exaggeration,
is interesting as showing the power and state of the Jynteah
Rajahs of those days. At the present time they are as poor
as they can be.

I heard a good story, which I believe is perfectly true. A
merchant entered into & highly advantageous contract as far
as he himself was concerned, and rented for a nominal sum
immense groves of orange and betel-nut trees from a Cossyah
Rajah, the term of his lease being written in the Cossyah
language, “ for as long as he remained above ground ”"—mean-
ing for as long as he lived ; but when he died his knowing
heirs, in obedience to his will, had a glass coffin made, in
which to this day,—though he has been dead many years—
his body remains above ground. The worth of these groves
was several thousand pounds a year. The coffin and its
ghastly coutents were to be seen a few years ago at Cherra
Poonjee ; whether they have since been buried I don’t know.

During the rains the whole of the flat country below the
Ghauts, looking down from Cherra Poonjee to Sylhet, is
a sheet of water, and all animals migrate to the higher
country, notably the tigers; these during the dry season
are rarely found on the elevated plateau, but once the rains
have fairly set in, tigers are very plentiful, especially at
Cherra Poonjee, where they commit great depredations,
not only amongst the cattle, but the people. It was not
an unusual thing for the pugs of a tiger to be seen
not only within the compound of a house, but in the very
veranda itself. No one could venture out of their houses
after dark, and if forced to do so, went with many torches,
and accompanied by the dismal sound of tom-toms and
other infernal musical instruments,

Tigers were not so frequent at Shillong as at Cherra, but we
killed seven altogether whilst I was resident there. The
Ghoorka sepoys were encouraged to shoot whenever there
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was a chance, with most beneficial results, as it made them
good shots, and taught them to go noiselessly through the
jungles. The first tiger we heard of was killed by the sepoys
before we could get there ; it was a fine young male about 83
feet long. On another occasion & pony was killed in a ravine
close by, and Bourne, of the 44th, sat up over it. The tiger
came and Bourne fired, and thought he had hit it; so early
the next morning he, Colonel Hicks, Williams, Ommanney,
and I went after it, with some fifty sepoys as beaters; on
reaching the place we found the kill had been dragged away
and devoured, so we thought Bourne was mistaken in think-
ing he had wounded the animal, for we imagined there was
but one tiger; however, we followed the tracks for about
a mile, and beat over hills covered with grass from three
to four feet high, with a sprinkling of pine-trees about.
Suddenly not oue, but three tigers jumped up and
received a hurried fire. One was badly wounded, and left
a piece of flesh on the ground; they all ran down into a
ravine, into which we followed. The ground was very nasty,
and we could not see beyond a few feet in front of us. The
sepoys behaved admirably, keeping line as if on parade,
We told them to load with ball-cartridge, and a running
fight ensued which lasted for the better part of an hour, all
three tigers being more or less wounded. The ground became
worse and worse, with boulders of rock and deep fissures.
Into one of these the tigers got, and whenever we tried to
dislodge them they charged savagely. One large tiger knocked
over three sepoys one after the other, but not a man
retreated. As the place they were in was unapproachable
without great risk, we reluctantly desisted, and carried
the fallen men to the hospital, where they recovered in
about a fortnight. No great damage had been done:
one man lost an ear, and all were more or less clawed,
but none bitten. Oue tiger was picked up dead the next
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day, and another two days afterwards by the Cossyahs,
and the third was seen wandering about very ill for a few
days, and then disappeared ; it was supposed it too had died.
Another day Colonel Hicks and Williams had a shot at a tiger,
but it got away. Two days afterwards a Cossyah came in
and told us he had marked a tiger down; so the Colonel,
Williams, and I went afler it, with a few sepoys as beaters.
We saw a lot of men on the heights surrounding the rocky
bed of a mountain rivulet. Up this we advanced, and soon
came upon the tiger and killed it at the first volley, and on
examination found it was the one fired at by Colonel Hicks
the day before. It was in a sad state, and evidently could
not have lived through the day, as the wound, one throngh
the body, had begun to mortify. Two other tigers were
killed without any adventures, one by the sepoys, and the
other by us.

Leopards were constantly killed ; they were very destruct-
ive to dogs. One day we all went after a tiger or leopard,
no one knew which; and after beating about some time a
leopard broke across and was wounded, but hid himself in
a ravine, where we could not find him. I sent for my two
elephants, which happened to be in the station, and we beat
everywhere, but still no leopard. There was a hollow
passage in the ravine through which the water ran, and we
thought it had taken refuge there, and fired several shots
into it without effect. The leopard was gone, where, no-
body could tell; so Williams and I walked up the hill-side
and had nearly reached the top, when a yell, then a dead
gilence, and then a shot, made us run down again; but all
was over before we reached the bottom, where we found the
leopard dead, cut to pieces! It appears a sepoy in passing
o bush, in the very midst of which the elephants had been
beating, trod on the leopard’s tail, so snugly was it hidden,
and in one second it sprang on the man's shoulders, biting
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his arm, and clawing him about the head. The Ghoorkas
dropped their rifles, and with their kookries or knives, with-
out which no Ghoorka ever moves, they hacked the leopard
almost to pieces on the man. As the beast fell off, Colonel
Hicks, who had run up, put a ball through its head ; but it
was not needed, as it was already dead. These Ghoorkas are
certainly a fine race ; there are no better soldiers in the world
—and when properly led they are fully equal to Europeans.
They are a small sturdy race. They are, in truth, Nepaulese;
they cannot live for any extended time in the plains, and
that is one reason why, I suppose, this gallant corps, which
has done as good service as any in India, has been sent
to Dibrooghur. When the regiment at Dacca mutinied in
1858, this corps accounted for every man of it except five
or six, who became slaves amongst the Lushais. Again,
in the wars with the Cossyahs and Jynteahs, and the expe-
dition into the Lushai country, all the fighting fell to this
corps; and the reward, as I said before, has been its being
sent to a station in the plains, where the men cannot live.
These sepoys played at cricket very well indeed, and also
at football. They were most anxious to go out shooting and
fishing, and were allowed considerable liberty in this way;
and were all the better for it.

Twice I made short excursions with Bourne, and on each
occasion we bagged a bear ; one of these charged me up the
side of a steep hill, but receiving a shell in the chest when
only a few feet distant, it rolled down to the bottom, and after
crawling a couple of hundred yards, gave up the ghost. In
January, 1872, I took my family down to Oomsning and beat
about the jungles. The grass had not been burnt, so I got a
few Cossyahs together and told them to burn the hills towards
us, which they did with a vengeance, commencing a good
deal too soon, before we had taken up our positions, and we
had to run for our lives, and managed to get into the bed of a
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ravine, us the fire was upon us. Fortunately there was water
in it, and green bushes and trees fringed its banks; but the
flames from either side met over our heads, and if we were
not burnt we were nearly roasted ; but the danger was over in
a few minutes. We then burnt more systematically, and
started many sambur. I only got sight of ome, a stag, and
the express brought him down in his tracks. I then got into
an open spot, and had the hill set on fire all round ; nothing
could escape without passing me. Soon there were two bears
on foot, and they tried in vain to escape, but were met every-
where by the devouring flames. I could see them a long
while before they came my way. I remained perfectly still;
the two kept close together, and came within ten paces of me.
I floored the largest, and was just going to fire into the
second, which turned back, when the first got up ; so thinking
one bear in hand was better than a couple on the hill, I let
fly again, and this time killed it; it did not give even
one groan. My man with the second gun of course was not
where he ought to have been, or I should have got the second
bear too, as it had run back, and was surrounded by the fire,
now contracting its circle. I made sure it must pass me
again, as the only spot free from fire, but I never saw it;
and can’t imagine what could have become of it. I burnt
all these hills, and had there been two or three guns we
should have got & lot of bears and sambur, as many were
disturbed each day; but alone I could not guard all the
passes, so many beasts escaped. Maxwell, my assistant, shot
a fine bison here. It charged him, and he had only time to
throw himself down as the bison jumped over him; but he
got up uninjured, and following up again, came upon the bull
and killed it, Carnegie, of the Commission, too, shot several
deer here.

In October, 1869, General Blake, Ommanney, and I started
to wander over the hills; we were accompanied as far as
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Jowai by Captain Trevor, the Superintending Engineer,
and by Captain Skinner, Superintendent of Police. We
started after breakfast, going by the Cossyah paths in prefer-
ence tg the Government road. By the first the distance to
Pombarah was only twelve or thirteen miles, and by the
latter twenty-two; but the grass had not been burnt, and in
many places we could not ride, so had to walk up hill and
down dale for three-and-a-half hours before we reached our
destination. DPombarah is colder than Shillong. It is a
pretty place, with a very deep ravine to the right, and high
hills in the distance. There is a fair bungalow there. Having
nothing to do, we took our guns and strolled out in the evening.
‘We did not get much : we shot a couple of black partridges,
a few quail and doves; but the General went on further than
we did, and shot a young muntjac, or barking deer, and
uncommonly good it was, too, to eat.

October 27th.—The road from Pombarah towards Jowai is
very pretty, with groves of oak and rhodedendrons, and of course
the eternal pine, 1t is pretty level fof about five miles, then
there is a steep ascent of 1,500 feet. There was no road either
up it or round it in those days, so we had to follow the
Cossyah paths and walk up it, which was no joke; but the
view from the top was very lovely, We breakfasted here, and
then, after following this road for a couple of miles further
on, we turned off to Nurting. There was not the vestige of
aroad We followed the Cossyah path, and a worse I never
wish to see; one bad nullah, full of rocks and with precipi-
tous banks, we came to had only a fellen tree across it as a
bridge. Ommanney was foolish enough to wish to ride over
this, but we dissusded him ; 30 he walked agross, leading his
horse after him. ‘We sent ours a long way round, to cross at a
lower snd more practicable point. When half-way across
Ommanney’s horse fell over, one hind-log catching in & fork
of the {ree, and the rest of the horse hanging down over the
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bed of the nullah : the branch he was suspended by broke, and
the horse fell headlong down on to the rocks, and, wonderful
to say (as he was not worth much), he was almost uninjured.
1lad he been a valuable beast, he would in all probability
have either been killed or broken a limb. After this mishap
we continued our way, and after a while got on to the re-
mains of a road, and came to the ruins of several large
bridges, and had some difficulty in crossing the nullahs
When we got in sight of the village I took a short cut and
got to the bungalow first, but finding it occupied by a Welsh
missionary and his family, we had to look for quarters
elsewhere. The site of the bungalow, being the top of a hill
well away from and above the village, is a very pleasant one;
but as it was occupied, we had to go down into the village
and put up in the schoolroom, and a filthier place I never
saw. There were vile marshes all round, pigs in hundreds,
the filth awful, and the stench abominable ; but as there was
no other place to go to, we had to remain where we were for
the night. There are some small tanks here, rather famous
for woodcock and duck. For the former we were too early ;
and though the latter were in hundreds, yet it was almost
impossible to get near them, and directly they were disturbed
they flew away. There are also a good many pheasants about
here, and also barking-deer ; but these are difficult to beat out
of the dense cover they live in. We strolled out in the
evening, and shot eight or nine duck and teal, and a few
snipe. One of my ducks fell into the middle of the tank,
and could not be retrieved. I had an india-rubber boat with
me, but it bad not arrived.

October 28th,—1 took out the india-rubber boat and re-
covered my duck of yestarday, but could not get near any of
the duck and teal swimming about in hundreds, and after
being disturbed once or twice they flaw away. So leaving
them we went after snipe and got 11§ couple, one solitary
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suipe, the first I ever saw, two teal, and one duck. We had a
delicious swim in the Mouton, a little distance from Nurting,
and started for Jowai, as we could not stand the vile smells
any longer. Nurting is not a bad place to go to if you can
put up in the bungalow, but avoid the village. Bourne and
I, on a subsequent occasion, went there and shot lots of
woodcock, pheasants, and partridges, a few duck and teal, and
had shots at deer, but did not kill any. The cromlechs here
are some of the largest found on these hills; and as there is no
stone near, the huge slabs, some of them 29 feet long by 3 feet
to 4 feet broad and 2 feet thick, must have been brought
over the hills miles and miles away ! How it was done 1 can’t
conceive.

The road to Jowai is exceedingly pretty, passing through
undulating country, for all the world like the Brighton
Downs; we had to cross several lovely streams and marshy
woods, where, in the season, I am sure woodcock are to be
found. We reached our destination about three o’clock, and our
traps arrived soon afterwards. We put up in the bungalow,
and thanks to Mr. Shadwell, the Assistant Commissioner,
were soon supplied with all the necessaries of life. There was
a detachment here of the 44th, and we were building a
stockaded place for them. Just below the hill on which the
bungalow stands there is a deep valley, with & river passing
through its centre, and in this, on a former trip, I had noticed
thousands of fish. The sepoys used to catch a good many,
but the Cossyahs did not like their doing so, as they con-
sidered the river and the pool in which the fish were
principally found, sacred. I had no fishing-tackle with me
that trip; but we had come well provided, and on the 29th,
Blake, Ommanney, and I went down, thinking to catch no
end of fish, but there was not one to be seen. We tried for
several hours, but at last desisted in disgust. The place was
formerly literally alive with fish; on this occasion there was
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not one! What had become of them I can’t imagine. When
I went there about a year afterwards, the pool was again
alive with fish! The Cossyahs said their spirits had taken
the fish away to prevent our catching them. To console
ourselves, we shot a lot of snipe. The road to Cachar and to
Nowgong, in the opposite direction, was visible a long way,
winding over the hills, and to the south-east appeared
a much higher range than that on which we were, and our
elevation was 4,300 feet. We got coolies together to make a
start for the River Durrung, where we hoped to get mahseer.

October 30th.—Our march to-day was over the most
beautiful scenery possible, high table-land, well-wooded, and
with three large rivers passing through it ; one of these rivers
had & capital wooden bridge over it. The others were
spanned by means of huge stone slabs. The Sholas reminded
me very much of the Neilgherries; one plateau was particu-
larly lovely, very nearly flat, at an elevation of 5,700 feet, with
a river to the north, and another to the south of it, and both
full of middling-sized mahseer, and a fish very like, the trout.
The Sholas had woodcock in them, as we put up several ;
this place would have made a better station than Shillong,
as water-carriage is nearer. We halted for the night at
Jarain, where there is a good bungalow. Very cold here at
night. On a clear day I believe Cherra Poonjee is visible
from here, but it was too misty when we were there to sce
anything.

Ortober 31, 1869.—As the distance to the Durrung is a
good eighteen or twenty miles, we started very early. Soon
after starting the road became so bad that we sent our
ponies back to Jarain, with orders for them to be seut on
to Jynteahpore, where we proposed going to, from the Durrung.
We had to walk all day, there was not a drop of water
anywhere. We were therefore very glad to reach a village
called Sankar, overlooking the Durrung, at three o’clock. Here
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we rested a while and had a good drink of water; but our
destination was not reached yet, as we had to go down a nearly
precipitous descent by means of steps cut in the rock, or
by springing from rock to rock. Though the distance could
not have exceeded half or three-quarters of a mile, it took us
an hour to do it. 'We reached the Cossysh village at last,
but the hut we had ordered was built in the heart of the
village, and not on the river bank, as we wanted, so we would
have nothing to say to it, but went down to a cliff, over-
looking the river, where we found a spot about fifteen feet
square, pretty level. Here we determined to camp, and got
some poles and branches, and leaves of trees, and rigged up
some sort of shelter over us, as the dews at night were very
heavy. We did not care for shelter during the day, as we
knew we should want the greater part of the day for fishing.
A little lower down we found a place, where we put up our
table, chairs, &ec. We were abowt fifty feet above the river,
which is very deep just here, and we could see thousands of
mahseer of all sizes feeding about in the water just below us,
and things looked well for sport. 'We had brought our tackle
with us, though the rest of our traps were behind; and as
soon as we could get boats we went out. Neither General
Blake nor 1 caught a single fish, but Ommauney, who had
been here before and knew the water, caught three mahseer
weighing seven pounds, four, and one respectively. By dark
most of our traps had arrived, but only two servants; the
rest had got drunk in a Cossyah village, and did not appear
till late next day. However, we all set to work, whilst the
two servants prepared our dinner, and soon had our beds
made and musquito curtains rigged up. The heer and wine
we put into the river, and took headers ourselves into it, and
enjoyed a long swim in its icy-cold waters. About eight o’clock
our dinner was ready, and a better I never sat down to. My
one servant, John, certainly exerted himself to some purnose
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that day. Our cook was not there, and only one other
servant, who was of very little use, so John had everything
to do, and did it well. We were as tired as we could be,
and retired to bed early, and slept the sleep of the weary.
November 1st.—The General and I were up and swimming
about before daylight, and Ommanney, with many a grumble,
got up and made tea, &c., whilst we dried ourselves. The water
was icy cold. This is a beautiful place to bathe, as you can
take headers off the rocks into twenty feet of the clearest
water possible. We each got a boat; I took the first I came
across, and found T had one of the best boatmen in it. I
christened him “ Wind-up,” as it was the only bit of English
he knew ; and whenever we came to a rapid, or I struck a fish,
it was always a case of “Wind up.” He had been in the
habit of accompanying our padre, Mr. Hind, and others,
fishing, and had learnt so much, and no more, English. This
river is divided into rapids, with deep pools intervening. The
scenery is not only very pretty, but very grand. One portion
which we called the gorge, was not less than sixty feet deep,
with perpendicular banks of 250 to 300 feet high, the hills
covered with dense forest and jungle. (ieneral Blake made
some very pretty sketches of this and other portions of the
river scenery. The Cossyah boats are very light, broad in the
beam, have a small fulse keel, are very safe, and easily pro-
pelled. I went up stream tirst as far as T could go, without
getting a run. I was trolling with a spoon-bait, but coming
down at the first rapid, I struck a fish ; we were however, carried
down at such a rate, the boat could nut be stopped till we got
into smooth water again, by which time my fish was drowned.
It turned out a solitary kind of trout, 2 Ib. in weight. I
then passed the village and over four beautiful rapids, and to
the extremity of the gorge, wheve there was a weir, without
a single run; but on my way back I caught two fish, oue S}
and the other 13 1b. each. In the gorge itself, whilst fishing



48 SPORT IN ASSAM, THE COSSYAH HILLS, ETC.

very deep, having heavily weighed my line for that purpo se
1 hooked a very large fish. I was using a large spoon, about
the size of a gravy-spoon, and treble gut, spinning tackle,
and one of Farlow’s best rods and lines. This fish at the
first rush took out more than seventy yards of line. I got the
boat to a neighbouring sandbank, and landed to play it. It
fought me steadily for half an hour before I got a sight of it.
The sun was in my face, and the perspiration ran down
it till I was nearly blinded. I then drew the fish into shallow
water, and could watch its every movement. It did all it
could, by lying down on its side and rubbing its head and its
mouth with the sand, to get the hooks off, but it did not
succeed. At ome time, a fish every hit as big as itself
approached it, and it went at it open-mouthed, like a tiger.
General Blake joined me, and after a hard fight of three-
quarters of an hour I landed about the handsomest fish I
ever saw. It weighed between 28 and 301b. My weighing-
scale that trip was only graduated to 20 1b, so we had to cut
the fish in two to weigh it; it thus lost somewhat by loss of
blood, entrails, &c., but the two pieces together turned over
231b. For the next trip I got a proper scale out, that
marked up to 60 1b. We always weighed our fish as soon
after they were caught as possible; a fish always loses weight
by being kept. We then had a bathe, and went to our
encampment to breakfast.

In the afternoon in the rapids I caught two, 4} 1b. each,
and one } lb. I then went through the weir, and close
under it caught a whopper, 40 1b.; but it did not give me
nearly as much play as the 28-pounder, nor was it as
handsome a fish, but, of course, very much larger. Omman-
ney had bad luck, losing several fish and bagging only one,
2% 1b,, with the spoon, and with the fly thirteen small fish,
weighing altogether 9 1b. General Blake caught two
mahseer, 4 and 43 1b. each, and several gar fish. These
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fish are a great nuisance; they are very voracions, they have
a long snout full of sharp teeth, they go at the spoon and
get caught on the hooks, and as they do not struggle, and are
so light that the angler does not feel them, and is there-
fore unconscious that they are on, no other fish will eat
them, so they are useless as bait, and directly they are
hooked the spoon ceases to act; so a man may troll for
miles, nor have the least chance of catching a mahseer. We
left off fishing just before dark, and, after the usual plunge,
dined and went to bed.

November 2nd.-—To-day again I had all the luck, and
caught the following fish -—one mahseer, 4 Ib.; one mahseer,
1} 1b.; one mahseer, 35 1b.; one mahseer, 54 1lb.; ome
mahseer, 3} Ib. The large fish I caught below the weir,
very near where I caught the 40-pounder. I also lost a fish
about 8 1b. I had exhausted it, and told the steersman
to spear it; but he missed it, struck the hooks out of its
mouth, and in rebounding they went into his thigh, and I
had to cut them out. Wilson of the Artillery, an old school-
fellow of mine, and Lightfoot of the 44th joined us to-day.
The former caught a mahseer, 93 1b, with the spoon, and
several small fish with the fly. Lightfoot, using only a fly,
caught some fifty small fish. General Blake caught one
18 1b. with the spoon, and a lot of small fish with the fly.
Ommanney bad very bad luck, and only caught some small
fish. As there were two more for whom accommodation was
required, we had to place our beds touching one another, and
to get into them either from the top or bottom, there being
no room to move about elsewhere.

November 3rd.—Our last day. We went out early, and
I had very good luck, with very indifferent results. I hooked
a lot of fish, but they all got off ; the hooks either breaking
or straightening out. I was on to an immense fish for
upwards of an hour, but at the last moment the hooks gave,

vor B
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and all I got was a huge scale and a bit of its mouth; one
hook straightened and two broke. I only landed one, 6 Ib.
Wilson got one, 2 1b.; whilst ncither the General, Omman-
ney, nor Lightfoot had any luck. In the afternoon we moved
camp to Joplong, en route to Jyntcahpore. We had to walk
there, a distance of four or five miles. Here there was only
a small stream for us to bathe in, and we got bitten by our
old friends, a fish called by the Burmese the nga-boodeen;
I had no idea they were to be found here. There are two
varieties of this fish: one confined to salt water, the other
to fresh; the former grow to a large size, the latter are
always small. A peculiarity of this fish i3, when taken out
of the water, it blows itself out into a balloon shape; it
bites horribly, and has a very repulsive appearance. We
slept under some fine trees, under which a weekly Ad¢, or
bazaar, is held.

November 4th—We had to walk about two miles to get
to a river, which would lead us to Jyntcahpore. The boats
were mere dug-outs, without any covering; and I don't think
I ever felt the sun hotter in my life, than whilst cooped up
in these apologies for boats. We had to pole against the
stream, and by dusk found ourselves three miles from Jyn-
teahpore, and the branch of the river leading to it dried up;
but the main river had six to eight feet of water. We put
up in a Nam Ghur on the banks of the stream, and sent
in to Jynteahpore for coolies. We saw pumbers of the nga-
boodeen fish caught here in nets by the tishermen. The river
muddy and sluggish. Further up I believe it is good for
mahseer ; but here I don’t believe there were any fish but
catfish and the nga-boodeen.

November 5th.—The coolies, for a wonder, turned up about
eight, and we reached Jynteahpore about ten. This place many
years before had given us a good deal of trouble to reduce,
and even now there were many cannous lying about, and the
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old ramparts are in a good state of preservation. The people
are a ruffianly lot—Mussulman Sylhetians, very turbulent;
and not kept in the order they ought to be. These people
won’t work or carry loads, so we had to send for Cossyahs, and
it was late before we got a sufficient number. Our ponies
were here all right. As Lightfoot had no pony, I gave him
mine to ride, and walked all the way myself. Wilson and
Ommanney shared one between them. We got off about two
and had ascended only about half-way up the ghat, when
darkness set in, and the coolies refused to go on, as they said
there were many man-eating tigers about. So we put our
cots in the most open spot we could find, and made it our
camp for the night. The coolies lit huge fires and sat up all
night. In the middle of the night there was a cry of a
tiger. Lightfoot fired his rifle off into the air, and there
was a great commotion; but nothing came of it, so we
composed ourselves to sleep, and were not disturbed again.
I saw here a peacock or argus pheasant.

November 6th.—We started early, passed Jarain, and put
up in some huts, which had been built for the survey party.
There was a cold, drizzling rain, and we were glad to get
under shelter.

November Tth.—We beat all the Sholas that looked likely
for woodcock, but they lay very close, and though several
were flushed, we got none. We reached Jowai in the evening,
and Shillong the next day.

Tn September, 1870, Colonel Hicks, Ommanney, Bourne, and
1, left Shillong for the hunting and fishing grounds on the
Sylbet side. We started on the 13th and rode to Chirra that
day, getting wet to the skin of course ; but as all our things
had been sent on some days before, we found a good dinner
and a roaring fire awaiting us.

September 14th.—We started our fishing-tackle and break-
fast ahead, and then followed ourselves, leaving our things

E 2
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to be brought after us. We reached Terreah Ghat at nine.
Got four boats, and after breakfast went up the river. This
used to be a famous stream for mahseer, but the Cossyahs
poison the fish every year, till very few are left, and very poor
bags are made. The whole of this country is a mass of lime-
stone, and when a fish is struck it is necessary to keep an
extra taut line, because if you don’t the fish will get under
a hollow boulder, and then good-bye to your tackle, as you
have to cut your line, it being impossible to draw a fish out
that has once taken refuge in one of those hollows, or the
line chafing against the rocks soon breaks of itself. The
boats here are much heavier than those in the Durrung, and
the boatmen are lazy Musselmans, who will work splendidly
for themselves, but will not exert themselves for a Euro-
pean. In the morning Colonel Hicks got two fish, one 8 1b.
and 3 1b. Ommanney got one 3 1b, one 2§ 1b. and 14 small
ones with the fly. T got one 3 1b. In the afternoon Bourne
caught one 3 1b,, one 2 1b, one 5 1b. Ommanney one 3 Ib,
one 2 lb, and some small ones with the fly. I got one 201lb.,
one 9 1b., and one 2 1b.

September 15th.—To-day we moved camp and tried a short
cut to Lakat, and had great difficulty in getting there. We
reached a sandbank at dark and encamped there. We
heard fish splashing about all night, but did not think they
were mahseer.

Septerber 16th—As we started early this morning I was
the only one who threw out a line, and I almost immediately
hooked a heavy fish. The others were close by, and all
pulled up whilst T played it. Some kept yelling that I kept
the fish too taut, others that I had the line too loose, and so
on; but without heeding them in the least, I kept steadily
on to my work in my own way, and at last reduced the fish
to its last gasp. It had already turned belly uppermost
several times, and we all admired his grand proportions, for



RESULT OF A DAY'S FISHING. 53

the fish was undoubtedly an immense one, when, with a
last expiring effort, as it turned over, every hook broke, and
I lost about as fine a fish as 1 ever struck. After this every-
body began to fish. Ommanney was in the same boat with
me, and fishing with exactly the same tackle and spoons, yet
I got all the luck. 'We caught several fish, and about ten it
began to rain. Bourne was leading, and as our boat approached
a rapid, we saw Bourne coming toward us fast on to a
large fish, and with the whole of his line out; so he had
perforce to follow it down stream ; as he passed us T struck
a large fish, a 32-pounder, and had to follow him. Helost his,
but I secured mine. I had no sooner thrown out the spoon
again, than I struck another fish and landed him, a 22-pounder.
About eleven we arrived at a hut Major Stewart had kindly
had built for us. It was near the weir, where last trip I
caught the large fish. Here we put up. Colonel Hicks had
nine fish weighing 43 Ib. the largest 13 1b. DBourne had
six fish weighing 27 1b. the largest 11 Ib., Ommanney oune
61b. I had five fish weighing 66 lb,, the largest weighing
32 1b. 1In the evening we went up stream through the
Gorge, and the result was Colonel Hicks caught three fish,
one 161b, two 41lb. each. I caught five, 9, 5, 2, 14, £1b.
respectively, all on the same spoon. Bourne caught two,
10, 4 1b. each; Ommanney seven fish, weighing 47 1b,
largest 26 Ib. We caught to-day 245 1b. of fish.

September 17th—1I went back towards the sandbank, and
below the weir I caught one fish 41 1b,, and six others weigh-
ing 12, 93, 4, 4, 3, and 4 1b. each. Colonel Hicks caught
threey 4, 4, and 7 Ib. each; Bourne one 81b.; Ommauney one
8 1b. We all lost several fish.

September 18th.—To-day Ommanney in a rapid caught two
fish, 30 and 20 1b. each; Colonel Hicks two, 1 Ib. each; I
caught two 7 and 5 1b. each. In the afternoon Ommanney
caught three, 17,17, and 6 1b. each ; Colonel Hicks two, 10, 3}
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1b. each ; I got four, 26, 14, 34, 6 1b. each ; Bourne six, 14, 11, 4,
34, 2, and 2} 1b. each. The fish caught in the afternoon were
hooked off the sandbank, where we had slept on our way up.
No sooner was a spoon in the water than a fish was on to it;
we got there rather late, but a better half-hour’s work I never
saw. Bourne lost me a fish about 14 1b. in weight by insist-
ing on gaffing it in a scientific manuer, he said, but only
succeeded in knocking the hooks out of the fish's mouth,
After he was alongside the boat he had nothing to do but to
insert the gaff into the gills to have landed the fish, but he
would try and dig the gaff into the shoulder of the fish, which
is protected by large scales as tough as tin, and after failing
twice, in the third atternpt he lost me the fish. In fact I look
upon the gaff as useless for mahseer. Colonel Hicks and
Bourne went on to Terreah Ghat, whilst Ommanney and 1
slept on the sandbank.

September 19th.—1 fished for a long while without getting
a run, whilst no sooner was Ommanney’s spoon in the water
than there was a fish on to it. On examining my tackle
I found my spinning gear out of order. I put it to rights, and
soon caught three fish, 14, 4, and 6 1b. each. Ommanney
caught five, 26, 22, 20, 14, and 4 Ib. So ended our trip. We
bagged 736 1b. of fish, of which I got 276 ; Ommanney, 258} ;
Colonel Hicks, 105} ; and Bourne 96 1b.

In October I again went down, Mr. McWilliam, Dr. Cond,
of Cachar, accompanied me a part of the way. I got to Chirra
on the 16th without getting wet, for a wonder.

October 17th.—1I tried the Terreah river from 9 A.M. to
2 ».M., and all I caught was one fish about # 1b. in weight by
the eye; but in lifting it into the boat the eye came out,
snd the fish dropped overboard ; that was the only run I
had. I started for Companee Gunge at 3 .M, got there
at 10 P.M. ; put up in a shed, bathed and dined at 11 p.m.

October 18th—Started very early; fish were rising very
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freely, and the water was pretty clear, the stream deep
and broad. I had my line out sharp, but did not get a run
till 2 r.M, T then caught two fish about 3 1b. each, called
by the Dengalese bassah, and by the Burmese nga mein;
and later one mahseer 141b. I got to the sandbank at 8 p.m;
the stream had altered greatly for the worse. The sandbank
was covered with men, women, and children, catching small
fish, which they did in thousands by frightening them into
nets, the whole while yelling like demons. The smell from
the putrid fish was sickening, and sleep out of the question ;
I was glad when daylight appeared and I could go off. I first
went down stream and caught a fish 2§ 1b, and then hooked
a large one ; but the knowing brute made for the bank at once
and rubbed the hooks off on to the stump of a tree at least
twenty feet under water, and I had to get a man to dive to bring
them up, which after several failures he succeeded in doing.
I then went back to our old diggings and caught ten fish, 16,
12, 9,10, 8, 8, 7, 23, 11, 15, 20, in all 118} 1b.

October 20th—Went up stream, starting at 7 A.M. In the
Gorge hooked a large fish, and landed it within a quarter of
an hour, weight 42 1b. It gave little or no play. Almost
immediately after I hooked another large fish, and got it
within ten minutes ; it swam up to my boat, and my steers-
man cleverly speared it through the head, weight 36 1b.
Fished all the favourite pools and rapids, but did not get a
single run till I got opposite to the village, where we put up in
1869, when out with Blake ; there I struck and landed & fish
28 1b; this gave a good deal of play, and was the first fish we
caught there, though from a height looking down into the
clear water, mahseer of all sizes, from five feet long to little fry,
could be seen. Further up I caught another, 14 1b., and got
home 1o breakfast at ten with 120 1b. of fish. In the evening
I caught one 18 Ib.,, one 7 1b., one 5 1b,, and one 4 1b,, total
154 1b.
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October 21st.—Started very early and beat up and downthe
deep pool in the Gorge three times without a run ; then down
stream beyond the weir to near the sandbank without a
nibble, but returning homewards 1 killed two fish, one 10 lb.
and one 31b, I tried live bait to-day, and all manners of
artificial minnows, crystal baits and spoons of various sizes,
but the fish would not look at them. I fished again in the
afternoon, but did not get a single run,

October 27th.—Met my old boatman, “Wind-up,” whose
real name is “ Byan.” He had been absent at some village,
assisting to cultivate. I went up stream as far as I could go,
but as I hooked nothing I went back, put my traps into boats
and made for the sandbank, where I got by evening, having
caught seven fish, 24, 9, 7, 14, 17, 8, 31, and five bassah,
weighing 141b. From the sandbank (23rd October) I caught
five mahseer, 21, 13, 11, 24, 19, and three bassah weighing
11 1b. I had great difficulty in getting into the Terreah
Ghat river, as all the channels were dry but one, and that I
could not get any one to show me; but after losing several
hours [ accidentally hit it off, reached the Lungalow at three,
and rode into Shillong the next day.

In September the following year I again fished in this
river, and in four days caught 3761b. of fish: the largest
being 44 1b., one 40 1b., one 36 1b., and the rest from 28 1b. to
4 1b., besides of course losing many other fish hooked, but not
landed.

In September, 1872, Vetch, of the 11th Hussars, and I left
for Terreah Ghat, had a beautiful day, and reached Chirra
withount getting wet.

September 13,—A very hot sunny morning. Rode down the
ghat ahead of our traps, having sent on very early our breek-
fast and fishing-tackle ; but the man to whom these had been
intrusted did not turn up till ‘eleven, and pretended he had
lost his way, which was a palpable lie, as there was but one
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road and that a very broad one the whole way ; so gave him a
hiding to teach him better for the future.

‘We went out fishing at 12 ; but the Cossyahs have succeeded
in destroying all the fish ; for though we went up and down
the river the whole afternoon, I caught only one fish, one
pound in weight, and Vetch did not get a run.

Beptember 14th—Rained slightly in the night. The
morning cool and cloudy. Could not get boats; but, after a
great deal of trouble, got off at nine, and had scarcely gone
a mile when some of the coolies jumped overboard and ran
away. We went the short cut; and the boats had to be
dragged over the various impediments thrown up by the
Cossyahs for catching fish. Directly we got into the main
stream I threw my spoon overboard, and struck a large
fish—we had never tried here before—but my split-ring
broke, and 1 lost my spoon and fish. The heat to-day
was awful. We breakfasted at 11.30; and went through
an extensive Bheel into the Lakat river. On entering
this, Vetch caught the first fish; and during the afternoon
he caught four, 13, 6, 1, 9 1b. I also caught four, 3%,
6, 2, 24 Ib. We got to the sandbank at dark, and slept
in the open. The mosquitoes got inside our curtains and
bit us badly.

September 15th—Fine night last night; heavy clouds
about, but no rain. As only two boats bad arrived, Vetch
and I went out fishing in one, and sent the other for more
boats to take our traps to Durrung. I had all the luck,
catching five fish, 22, 28, 8, 6, 6 1b. each; the second gave
a great deal of trouble to land. Vetch did not get a run.
Got back to the sandbank at 10 AM. ; breakfasted, and then
moved up stream. I caught two fish, 4, § Ib. each. We put
up in a new place, as the shed built for us by Stewart had
been washed away. I had some large waterproof sheets,
and these we threw over poles attached to trees, and made
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very comfortable tents out of them. We got everything
settled by dark.

September 16th.—Rain in the early morning. We both
went out in separate boats, but neither got & run for a long
time. I tried my largest spoon, half as large again as the
largest gravy spoon, in the Gorge, in the hopes of catching a
whopper; but the weight of it frayed my treble gut, and I
soon lost my spoon and a portion of the gut attached to
it. Vetch then went up stream, and I down. Near the weir
I caught one, 6 lb.; and below got a run from a large fish
but it got off. Coming back, in very nearly the same place
I hooked and landed a large fish, 36 1b. Vetch had one
run, but lost his spoon and fish. In the afternoon we again
went out, first up stream. I caught three, 6, 3, 1 1b. each.
I then went down through the Gorge, and below the weir,
but caught only one, 15 lb.; Vetch caught seven fish, 12, 8, 2,
4,3,1, 3 1b each. He also hooked his boatman badly, the
second time this trip.

September 17th.—Coolish morning ; we both fished up to
11 Am. Vetch got two small fish, 1 Ib. each. I caught one
20 1b,, and he gave a good deal of trouble to land. After he
was alongside the steersman speared him, but the fish broke
the line and swam away with the spear in him ; but we went
after it, and after a short chase captured it. I then hooked a
middling-sized tish, but it wriggled itself off when close to the
boat. I then struck a large fish, but my treble gut snapped
ag if it had been a hit of packthread, so I lost my fish, spoon,
and hooks. In the evening I caught three others, 12, 5, and
21b. each. Vetch only got one 1 1b.

September 18th—We went up stream and got a run, but
the hooks broke and the fish escaped. I got nothing more till,
going down stream below the weir, I got one 14 Ib., and shortly
afterwards another 6 Ib. Vetch going down the pet rapid,
caught three fish, 22, 2, and 11b. each. He got upset out of
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his boat into water fully 15 feet deep, and it was some time
before we could recover the rod aund line which he had
dropped. We reached the sandbank at 11, where we break-
fasted—the heat awful. In the afternoon I got two fish, 17
and 4 1b. each ; Vetch only one about a pound in weight.

September 19th.—We left the sandbank for Terreah Ghat ;
I caught four fish, two weighing 6 1b. each, and two 3} 1b.
each, Velch caught an odd kind of fish of the cat tribe, and
it seemed to live just as well out of the water as in it. It was
an ugly brute. In this trip I got 277 1b. of fish, and Vetch
87% ; but this was his first attempt, and he certainly had bhad
luck. Fishing in the Manass will be related elsewhere.
There are many other rivers on this and the Cachar side
swarming with fish, and these places can be reached within
one week and two days at the most from Calcutta, and I
wonder that lovers of the gentle arl do not frequent them
more. During the Doorgah Poojahs especially, the merchant
princes of Caleutta might spend many a pleasant day on
these waters. There is very fair woodcock-shooting about
Shillong, en route to the Deak, there are some sholus with
wet bottoms ; these are sure finds for woodcock in the season,
but they lie very close, and won't rise till 2 man almost treads
on them. General Blake and 1 shot several there. I have
shot them also there, once out snipe-shooting near the hockey
ground ; and once with a lot of solitary snipe I put up and
shot a woodcock. This was in a valley about three miles
north of the station. There was a very heavy patch of long
reeds very wet, and in this there was always in the season &
lot of solitary snipe.



CHAPTER IV

ASSAM.

Tts Mineral Wealth—Tea—Dishonesty in the Sale of Gardens—The Brahma-
pootra—Climate— Habits necessary to combat with the same— Dress, &c.

OF all our possessions in the Fast, Assam is probably the
richest in natural resources, and, up to a very late period,
also the most neglected and backward. It came into our
possession at the conclusion of the Burmese War of 1824-26.
The Burmese during their occupation had devastated it fear-
fully ; they not only killed the male inhabitants, but walked
off with the younger portion of the female in thousands.
Although there are evidences that Assam at some remote
period has enjoyed a fair share of civilisation, good govern-
ment, and prosperity, there remained to us but ruins of cities,
vast embankments, and dykes to prove that in a bygone
generation Assam was not the deserted wilderness it was
when it became ours. Very soon after our occupation Mr.
Bruce discovered the indigenous tea-plant. The province
was never popular with the higher officials of India. No
Governor-general interested himself especiallyin that province,
as did Lord Dalhousie in Burmah, or Lord Ellenborough in
Sinde. It had no independent, government, but was tacked
on to Bengal, already an unwieldy lieubenant-govemo'rship, but
its patronage was valuable, and any contemplated separation
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was strenuously opposed. It had a commissioner over it ; but
he had little power, and was subordinate to all intents and
purposes to the board of revenue, the members of which, clever
civilians as they were, and well acquainted with Bengal, knew
as much of Assam as the man in the moon. Thus the local
authorities and this board were always at loggerheads; the
former knew the requirements of the province, but the latter
did not, and cared less. They insisted it should be governed
from Calcutta, 900 miles off. Occupying as he did such a
subordinate position, for he had not even the control of the
department of public works, is it any wonder that a commis-
sioner soon became disgusted, and contented himself with
drawing his salary and allowing the province to go to the
devil

Although Assam has fields of coal, petroleum, slate, and
other minerals inferior to none in the world, 1 believe it
would still have been steeped in the greatest misery had
it not been for the English planter,; who, sinking thousands
and thousands of pounds in the tea trade, gradually but
surely forced the government to introduce a better govern-
ment. For very many years the legislation was entirely
against the planter, and in favour of the Coaj, and matters
are not altogether on a satisfactory footing yet. There
is a good deal to be sail on Loth sides. The European
officials ouly saw the worst phase of the lower class of
European planters; the better class gave no trouble, and
were overlooked. They judged of all by the few, who,
constantly drunk, litigious, and disreputable, haunted their
courts and gave the European planter a bad name all over
the country.

The officials, moreover, had had no proper training, and
were lamentably deficient in knowledge of law, the language
and manners and customs alike of the European and the
native. They were mostly officers, who, heing attached to the
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three local regiments, through interest, were pite hfo ked into
the commission and were told to dispense justice, law, and
equity. Many of them have spent a lifetime in the province
without being out of it, and have imbibed rooted ideas, not
the least being that the planter is a beast, who cruelly ill-
treats the coolies he has spent thousands in procuring, and
whose prosperity depends on the efficiency of the labour at
his command.

The high dividends paid by the Assam and other companies
drew the attention of the moneyed merchants in England to
this industry, and the wildest, and in many cases the most
dishonest, speculation took place, and led very near to the
ruin of every tea planter.

For though amongst the planters therc were many high-
minded men as incapable of doing a dishonourable act as the
best of the European officials, yet there were some capable of
the grossest acts of downright dishonesty.

Directly the speculative mania set in, gardens were offered
for sale which did not exist. Fictitious plans and reports
were sent home, a company organised, a vast sum obtained,
aud then orders were sent out to make a garden! Young tea
plants were purchased and planted in ground but partially
cleared, at any distances and in any irregular manner, with-
out & thought whether the plants would die or live. The new
company, utterly ignorant of the management of a tea garden,
hastened to provide for the various relations of the managers ;
and a large staff of young, and in many cases well-educated
men were sent out, who had nothing to do on arrival, They
neither knew the language nor a tea-plant when they saw
one; and if any complaint was made that the garden did not
answer to the description given at the time of sale it was all
put down to the last season, which had proved a very bad
one, and that the drought had killed the greater part of the
plants, Immense tracks of land were taken up solely with a
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view of selling to a& company, and many very dishonest
fortunes were made.

One garden notably, say of 500 acres, was sold as 1,000
acres, and after the sale a telegram was sent to the then
manager to remove every alternate plant and replant
elsewhere to double the acreage !

The young men having nothing to do took to drink and
died by the dozen ; and Assam, which had never had the best
of reputations for salubrity, got to be looked upon as a
golgotha, The officials had constant troubles, the companies,
the growth of this speculative mauia, failed one after the
other. The coolies were largely in arrears, and in many cases
starving, and had to be provided for; the life of an official
became to him almost a burden, and the name of tea-planter
stank in his nostrils. He confounded the good and the bad
together, and unconsciously began to take the part of the
cooly against his master, without weighing the evidence much.
It was sufficient for a wretched, half-starved-looking cooly to
come before him with a complaint, for him to decide in
the labourer’s favour, and nothing the planter said would be
listened to. Things came to such a pass in 1865-66, that
tea-planting very nearly collapsed. Gardens which had cost
thousands of pounds were abandoned, their owners ruined
and the property reverted to government, and any one apply-
ing for it, on rent paying pottah, might take it up. Gardens
which in Kumroop might have been bought for a trifle,
or taken up on pottah, are now again worth their proper
value ; but with the exception of a few knowing men, nobody
in those days would have accepted a garden as a gift even.
But things are gradually getting on a healthier footing and
righting themselves; and the tea-planter and tea-planting
is an institution in the land which cannot be any longer
ignored,

Assam is a long narrow valley, bounded on one side by the
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Bhootan, and on the other by the Cossyah Hills, and their
continuations. It is intersected by the Brahmapootra river,
one of the finest rivers of Asia. Its sources are not quite
certain, but it is believed that it rises in Thibet, and after
taking at first an easterly course it passes through the lower
Himalayas, and reaching the Assam valley takes a westerly
course and falls into the Bay of Bengal. There is scarcely a
portion of this valley through which this mighty river has
not at some time or other flowed. Sometimes approaching
the Cossyah range to the south, and at others to the Bhootan
Hills to the north, it has left deserted channels everywhers,
and has at last scttled down in the centre of the valley nearly
equidistant from the two ranges, which have proved insur-
mountable barriers to its erratic course. "Wherever this river
has once flowed and receded it has left not only vast channels
but huge hollows, which have formed into swamps, where the
‘rhinoceros, elephant and buffalo thrive, and where they are
unmolested, save by an occasional European hunter, who un-
heedful of the stories told him of the deadly malaria prevalent
there, seeks them in their homes. Such was the reputation
of Assam at one time for unhcalthiness, that any one whose
life was assured for any other part of the Fast, forfeited his
policy if he visited Assam; but all I can say is that 1 tra-
velled over the districts which had especially a bad name
at all times of the year, and never suffered ; and that some of
the healthiest-looking men I have ever seen were some
of the officials who had been resident in Assam more than
thirty years,

Assam, like Burmah, is subject to a damp heat, totally
unlike the hot dry climate of the greater part of India. One
suits certain constitutions and the other others. Men who
will thrive in the one won't in the other, and vice versd.

It does not do for a man in Assam to drink, or to be given
to sedentary habits, He should wear flannel and be ordinarily
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careful, and 1 believe he can go anywhere without running
any great risk of fever. The one thing he must remember
is, if he encamps near the foot of a range of hills, to avoid
sleeping wijthin the influence of the wind which nightly
rushes down from the elevated plateau to take the place of
the exhausted air of the plains, through one of the numer-
ous gorges which abut on to the plains and through which
generally a river flows.

After many yearé of misgovernment, Assam at last has
been made into a Chief Commissionership and separated
from Bengal. The head-quarters have been removed from
Gowhatty, one of the most unhealthy spots in Assam, to
Shillong, one of the finest climates in the world, though it has
many drawbacks. A great improvement in the coustitution
of the commission has also taken place; thoroughly well-
trained civilians have been introduced into the province, and
the military civilian has no longer everything his own way;
but if he wish to hold his own with the new element, he has
to work doubly hard to keep pace with those Letter trained
than himself in all the niceties of civil government. There
are aleso many uncovenanted servants, who are amongst the
most able of those employed in the province.

The telegraph is still wanting to Debrooghur, but it must
be extended there ere long. Doubtless a railway will follow.
The great crying evil of Assam was the want of communica-
tions. The country is so subject to inundation, that to make
roads fit for traffic all the year round very heavy embank-
ments are required. Until Capt. De Bourbel, R.E,, became
superintending engincer in Assam no regular system of road-
making worthy of the name existed. It was a happy-go-
lucky sort of thing, and based on very unreliable data.
During his time and that of his successors, and whilst I
was executive engineer, levels, plans, and estimates for trunk
lines from Nowgong, in Central Assam, to Singhamaree, at the
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extremity of Assam ; to Dewangiri, on the Bhootan frontier ;
and a cart-road from Gowhatty to Shillong, were submitted,
and are more or less in course of construction; and as the
head of the engineering department is one of the cleverest
of the Bengal engineers, I have no doubt in a few years these
undertakings will be completed, and the province thoroughly
opened out.

But the Assamese element is a difficult one to work with
or to control. Assam is divided into Upper, Central, Lower
and Durrung, besides the Naga and the Cossyah and Jynteah
Hills. Each has a Deputy Commissioner, and under him an
Assistant and Extra-assistant Commissioner, and under them
mouzadars. These latter are generally great rascals. They
have obtained their appointments by heavy bribes to native
officials about the Deputy Commissioner, and they screw and
oppress the unfortunate ryots in every way, favouring the
Hindoo element and bullying the Cacharee people. They
are supposed to live in their mouzah, but seldom do so,
preferring some large town for their residence. Nothing can
be obtained in the district except through the mouzadar, and
even if the traveller be possessed of a purwanah it is useless
if the mouzadar cannot, as is generally the case, be found.
One or two of the Deputy Commissioners have removed a
mouzadar for disobedience of orders, and for refusing to assist
government officers on circuit duty; but it was worse than
useless their doing so, for the men were generally reinstated
on appeal. -

Thus the sportsman or traveller has many difficulties to
encounter. Elephants at one time were very plentiful and
easily obtained in Assam, but since the Bhootan war they
are a scarce commodity. The jungles teem with game, but
it cannat be got at without elephanta.

Although this work is more especially devoted to sport,
I think it would be incomplete without a few words on
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tea-planting. Thisindustry has been more largely developed
in Assam than in any other part of India, and undoubtedly
the discovery of the indigenous plant gave it & fillip which
was wanting elsewhere. The climate and soil are well suited
for its cultivation, but I believe Burmah is superior in that
respect, and will rival Assam yet in the growth of teas of
the best description. The people of Burmah are so suited
for this industry, and they are far nicer to deal with than
the Assamese or the wretched Bengalee,

There are three descriptions of plant grown. 1, Indige-
nous ; 2, Hybrid; 3, China: and local climatic influences
tend either to improve or deteriorate the flavour of the tea
manufactured. The tea made of the Indigenous is the most
valuable; it is used solely for flavouring inferior China and
other weaker varieties. It does not make the best tea, as it
is too astringent. The plant is delicate, requires shelter when
young, and I would not advise a garden heing stocked solely
with it. The Hybrid is the hardiest and yields the best, and
the tea made from it is delicious to drink. It is also largely
used in flavouring other teas. The China is the least valu-
able, but that grown in Assam gives a better deseription of
tea, than that grown in China even. When planted in rows
between the indigenous it yields very valuable seed, and I
think a certain quantity of it escential in every garden, and
for making the best descriptions of drinking tea. It does
not yield anything like the other two, but when the soil is
favourable it has often an aroma which is wanting in the
others. The Assam planter does not as a rule manufacture
tea for drinking by itself, but generally for mixing with
inferior teas, to give them flavour and strength—therefore
the stronger his tea is, the better price it will fetch in the
market.

Any one who likes a solitary life, and is fond of sport,
and whose constitution is unimpaired, and who has a smnall
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capital of about 2,000, ought in the course of fifteen
years to realise a fortune. He should first go out as an
assistant, learn the language and his work, and when quite
au fait, look out for & good piece of land, where indigenous
labour can be procured. Forest land is the best, but it is not
easily procurable in Assam, though I think it could be in
Burmah. This forest has to be felled, with the exception of
a few trees, wide apart, which should be left to give shade to
the young plants. These trees can always he afterwards killed
by singeing the bark all round, and they are not then the
least in the way; nothing is so bad for development of leaf
as shade when the tea-trees arrive at maturity. For the
man with a limited capital, I would advise him to begin with
100 acres under plant, and to keep thut thoroughly clear, and
to fill up all vacancies for at least two years. When this
portion begins to yield in its third year, he might begin to
extend gradually, in accordance with the labour at his com-
mand—but from twenty-five to fifty acres a year will be
ample. The young plant should not be pruned for two years,
and then be just tipped, the first real pruning taking place in
its third year; the plants should then be moderately plucked ;
they should not be unduly taxed that season. In the fourth
year the plant should repay all previous expenses; the forest
trees after being felled should be cut up into lengths and
stored for charcoal hereafter. The branches should be lopped
off and burnt, and the ashes mixed with the soil when the
ground is hoed. The sved, if Indigenous, should be planted
five fect apart, two seeds at stake are gemerally enough.
Hybrid four feet apart, and China from two and a half to
three feet. The ground, after being hoed, should be staked
out in regular rows ; the pits at stake which receive the seed
should be well dug, the soil loosened well to allow the top
root to descend well into the soil, without which, though the
plant may live, it will never thrive. Not more than an inch of



TEA-PLANTING. 69

loose earth should be put over the seed. Tea grown at stake
is far healthier and stronger than that grown in a nursery
and afterwards transplanted. 'When all the clearances,
&c., are completed, the planter should set to work to build
tea houses, drying sheds, coolie lines, &c., and a bungalow
for himself. Even amongst the Assamese local labour is the
best; imported labour is very expensive, and very unsatis-
factory. Ileshould choose a site where there is water-carriage,
not far from some ghat where steamers touch, to enable him
to export his produce. If he can afford to buy a couple of
elephants, he will always find them handy to bring out his
own supplies, rations for his coolies, and also for recreation
for himself, for shooting. There are few portions of Assam
where game is not abundant ; and for the first two or three
years a planter will have plenty of leisure for following his
bent, if it lies in shooting and fishing. I would advise no
man to goin for a tea-garden unless he can look after it
himself. The Assamese have learnt the art of making tea
admirably, and I have no doubt the Burmese and Karens
would take to it readily too, and plenty of men could be pro-
cured in Assam to instruct them. The European has really
very little to say to the actual manufacture of the tea; it is
done by his subordinates ; but he must always be on the move,
and whilst meddling as little as possible, see that all hands
are suitably employed. Let him get up early, ring or strike
his gong for all hands to assemble, and tell off the gangs
with their head-men to their different tasks; let him
bave his chota-hazree, and then in about half an hour
follow, and spend three to four hours prowling about his
garden. Let him take his gun, as he is almost sure to
see jungle - fowl, pheasants, perhaps deer, and occasion-
ally bears, pig, and more rarely perhaps a tiger, leopard,
elephant, bison or buffaloes—and although it is forbidden
to shoot elephants in Acsam, but little would be said to a
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planter who killed one on his own estate in defence of his
property or life.

I took two years’ leave and tried tea-planting, and liked it
immensely, but T could not afford to throw up the service to
follow it permanently; and I would strongly advise men
entering life, and possessed of some means, to look to tea-
planting, whether in Assam or Burmah, as & means of
obtaining a competency within a reasonable time. The great
drawback to Assam is the people, who are a mongrel set,
cowardly and treacherous, great opium-eaters, and very often
drunkards. They keep their women secluded; many are
very pretty when young, but owing to debauchery and
vitiated habits, they rapidly age. Both sexes are very lasci-
vious, and their priests’ abodes are nests of prostitutes, who,
whilst dispensing their favours indiscriminately, are yet sup-
posed to be perpetual virgins. The most noted courtezans
are from Hayoo, and they are really a well-made, handsome
set, and though common amongst the natives, do not visit
Europeans. So debased are the people, that during a certain
festival, men and women get drunk and dance naked in
public; it is not even thought wrong for a girl or married
woman during this fcast to have intercourse with any man,
and nothing more is thought of it afterwards. The Bengal
clement prevails in the larger towns, and education has I
think done more harm than good. The men are all adopting
the Bhramoo Somaj faith, which gives them greater facilities
for getting drunk, and for aping the vices of the Europeans.
They are most litigious, and will swear to a lie much sooner
than to the truth. A race who can indulge such practices
is, I need scarcely say, almost beyond redemption. The
Cacharees, who live far away from the larger towns, are
a much pleasanter race, but they are gradually being Hindoo-
ized, and degenerating rapidly. Assamese marry when quite
children, and it is not unusual 1o see a girl of twelve a niother
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The Bhooteas are a fine-looking, largely-made race, but oh,
so filthy! They are great beggars, and come down to
Hayoo, bringing a small breed of dogs for sale; and
using sheep as beasts of burden, They meet at Oodulg-
hessy in Durrung once a year, and bring great numbers of
ponies, &c., for sale. They have hybrids between the gyal
and the common cattle, and though these answer in the hills
they soon die when brought down to the plains.

The Cossyahs are very like the Karens in many ways, and
wear the same kind of dress. They are a sturdy race, and
can carry immense weights. They are intensely dirty in
their habits as a rule, but their women, when they take
service as ayahs, wash and keep themselves clean. They are
well made, have good but large figures, wonderfully good
arms, legs, and small feet and hands, and are not remarkable
for virtue. No Cossyah, however heavy his load may be,
will follow a winding road. He prefers going straight up
the face of the hill. He burns his dead and erects cairns to
their memory. Some of these cromlechs are huge granite
slabs ranging as much as 29 feet high. The upright ones are
erected in remembrance of a male—the flat for a female.
It is surprising how they move these immense slabs.
There is a bridge at Nurting, made of a single slab of
granite of the following dimensions : length, 30 feet; width,
4 feet ; depth, 24 feet; and as there is no stone in the neigh-
bourhood it must have been brought many miles.

The Jyntiahs are even a finer race than the Cossyahs,
though closely allied. 1n former days they were possessed of
great wealth and power, but successive rebellions and inva-
sions of our territory have led to their ruin; and they have
learnt such a lesson from the defeat and loss inflicted on
them by our plucky little Goorkhas, that tlhey are not likely
to incur our wrath again. Their wealth consists in orange
and betel-nut groves, limestone, coal and slate, and growing
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potatoes. Gowhatty, till lately the capital of Assam, as seen
from the river, is an exceedingly pretty place, but, alas! the
whole back portion of it is a mass of putrid swamps, in which
in the rains dead bodies float about, and fever, ague, small-
pox, dysentery, and diseases of all sorts are always raging
more or less. Whilst executive engineer there I received an
insane order to plant a thick hedge of the fast-growing
bamboo right round Gowhatty, including the river face,
on the recommendation of a Colonel Somebody, who had once
resided in Assam a short time, and who knew as much about
the province as I do of the inhabitants of Jupiter. He
talked of the hill tribes migrating down in the rains and
encamping on the churs and sandbanks of the Brahmapootra,
which at that time of the year are not in existence, and
asserted that this belt of bamboo would keep out the malaria;
quite forgetting if it did that it would keep it in too, as
within the proposed belt vast swamps existed. Unhealthy
as Gowhatty was, this belt would have put the last finish-
ing touch to our lives; excluding the river air would alone
have killed us. So 1 point-blank refused to carry it out
and referred it 1o superior authority; and as I never heard
anything more of it I presume this brilliant idea was not
approved of. I then submitted a scheme for converting these
swamps into large and shapely tanks, deepening them so
that they should never dry up, and filling up the surrounding
hollows with the earth taken out of their beds; but as it
would be an expensive job I doubt whether it will ever be
done; but that is the only thing to make (iowhatty salubrious.

Unhealthy as Gowhatty is, within fifty miles of it there are
elevated plateaux rivalling Coonoor and Ootacamund in cli-
mate. For a long while Cherra was the chief hill station.
It is situated on a ridge 4,000 feet high, rising abruptly out
of the plains of Sylhet, and it receives the full force of the
south-west monsoon, its average rainfall being 600 inches !
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Notwithstanding this excessive rainfall Cherra was very
healthy, its soil laterite and rock, and its drainage good. The
rush of such an immense quantity of water cut the surround-
ing country into the most fearful fissures, and ravines, and
chasms, some of them with a sheer perpendicular fall of
2,000 feet. As a hill station it had many advantages: at the
foot of the hill, eight miles by the government road, there was
water communication with Sylhet and Dacca ; steamers plying
once a week between Dacca and Chuttuck ; so supplies were
easily and cheaply obtained, because the thousands of Cossyahs
who took down potatoes to ship to Bengal were only too glad to
bring back return loads for a nominal sum. Fish, poultry,
and all butcher's meat, were very cheap. The Terria Ghat
river afforded capital fishing, and in its neighbourhood both
small and large game were to e found, so the officers had
some amusement to fall back upon. In the rains, when the
plains were inundated, numerous tigers used to come up the
hill, and it was not safe to go out after dark, and many
people were killed by them. Beyond Terria Ghat, there
were many other rivers like the Durrung, swarming with
mahseer. Notwithstanding that the surface was so unfavour-
able for gardening, mould washed down from the heights
gave the requisite soil, and all English flowers flourished
wonderfully, and the neighbouring hills were covered with
azaleas, rhododendrons, &c., which gave the country a home-
like appearance. The Cossyahs are great adepts at building
in rubble masonry, and in carpentry, and have a capital
idea of constructing decent houses. The excellence of their
workmanship is shown by the way in which many
houses, though dismantled of their roofs and exposed to the
fearful rainfall for many years past, are still standing. House-
building was not dear in those days at Cherra, but still it cost
something, and one day the fiat went forth that Cherra was
to be deserted and Shillong formed into a station.
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I do not know from whom the idea first emanated, but 1
presume from Colonel Rowlatt, one of the ablest officials in
Assam. Disgusted with the rainfall of Cherra, in his wander-
ings he came across a plateau, with a northern aspect,
between Mooflong and a Cossyah village, on the road to
Jowali, called Laban. The rainfall was trifling, not above sixty
iriches, and the elevation between 5,000 and 6,000 feet, so he
built himself a small hut (now the dak bungalow), intending
that it should form the centre of the new Sanatarium, and
urged on Government the adoption of his views. Now Col
Rowlatt knew the hills thoroughly, and he had a good know-
ledge of engineering and hill-road making. and he was a man
whose word could be relied upon fully, but with the usual red-
tapism in vogue in India, the Lieut.-Governor of Bengal, con-
curring in a great measure with Col. Rowlatt, yet sent up a
commission to report on the proposed site. Its president was
an old distinguished soldier, who had spent the greater part
of his life in the plains of India, and was used to the old
Poorbeali Sepoy, likewise an inhabitant of the plains. The
beautiful and cold climnate of the chosen plateau struck him
as far too cold for sepoys, forgetting that it was not proposed
to locate ordinary sepoys of the plain there, but Goorkhas
of the 44th regiment Native Infantry, men who came from
the Nepaul hills, whose home was in the vicinity of per-
petual snow,:and at an elevation certainly not less than
10,000 feet, and to whom the altitude of 5,000 feet (that
chosen) would be, comparatively speaking, warm. He left this
plateau, and descended into a hollow, called Laban, where the
Cossyahs themselves would not live, and which they used
for burning and burying their dead. They all asserted it was
very sickly, and such has proved to a certain extent true, for
cholera has frequently appeared there, and infantile and other
diseases are seldom absent.

The rainfall is in rcality only from sixty to seventy inches
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in the year, but a regular downpour is rare; it is a perpetual
drizzle, which is just as unpleasant, and which soaks one to
the skin, and renders the roads slippery and nearly impassable ;
so after all, I don’t think any great advantage has been gained
over Cherra, where, when it did rain, it came down in buckets.
The views of the snowy Himalayas from Shillong in October
and November are beautiful ; but the great drawback is its
distance from a navigable river. Gowhatty is sixty-three
miles off, and the road is very deadly at times. No labour is
procurable along it, and coolies have to be impressed in the
plains to take goods from Giowhatty to Nongpoh, thirty-two
miles ; and as they seldom got paid, though the money had to
be lodged in court before any attempt to procure labour was
made, the men used to sham ill, throw down their loads in
the jungle, and bolt. Krom Nongpoh to Shillong, the Deputy
Commissioner had to impress coolies all over the hills, and it
was a case of perpetual driving to get anything up, and then
at a great cost of money for actual coolie hire, and loss owing
to breakage. The Cossyahs for themselves, and even for us,
till some idiot of a Deputy Cominissioner put them up to
other tricks, would carry always a maund, or 84 lbs, but this
bright old woman ruled that 40 lbs. was awmple, and beyond
that, for the future, they would not carry an ounce. Each
coolie cost three to four rupees between Gowhatty and Shillong,
and they were probably a week or more on the way. Coolies
at Shillong cost one rupee a maund, at Cherra four ans. To
bring things up from Cherra to Shillong was nearly as expensive,
for though the Cossyahs would take up a load for four annas
to Cherra, further they would not go, as they were afraid of
getting ill, if they went to their Golgotha—Laban, or the
present Shillong.

Col. Briggs, who had been employed under Col. Kennedy
in the comstruction of the Thibet road, laid out with his
usual skill a capital Lill cart-road, but it was eighty-four miles
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to Mooflong ; and after several lacs of rupees had been spent,
Col. Rowlatt’s line, vid the Oomean-Nongpoh and Burneyhat,
was chosen, and it is now the road used, and along which I
marked out a cart-road. Opposite to Morflong, twenty miles
nearer Gowhatty than Shillong, there is a beautiful platean
as like Ootacamund as it can be, and 6,000 feet high; but for
some reason it was not even inspected by the commission
appointed to choose a site in preference to Cherra.

As it was a part of my work to travel over the hills and
plains in search of the best routes for road-making, I soon
came to know the greater part of the country, and certainly the
best site for a station I have seen was a plateau 5,500 feet
high, fifteen miles from Jynteapoor on the Jowai road, almost
level, and with ample accommodation for a couple of regiments
and a battery of artillery, flanked on two sides by lovely
mountain streams, swarming with trout and mahseer, and with
fair small game shooting about; and as steamers can ply to
Jynteapoor in the rains and within three to four miles of
it at all seasons, surcly that would have been preferable to
the present Sanatarinm. At Shillong there is literally no
amusement for the European officers. Cricket was the only
game we could indulge in. Shooting and fishing there were
none within a day’s reach, and it is very expensive moving
about on the hills.

Jowai is the head-quarters of the Jynteah hills, where an
Assistant Commissioner is stationed.

Of game there is not much on the hills themselves. Bears,
sambur, and barking-deer, with a few tigers and a great
many leopards, are those principally met with; but on the
lower slopes towards Gowhatty there are numbers of bison
and elephants. In the season woodcock, solitary, common,
and jack-snipe visit the hills; and the derrick pheasant,
jungle-fowl, black partridge, and the red-necked partridge,
are found, but in no great numbers. Travelling from Jyntea-
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poor over the hills direct to Nowgong, rhinoceros, the gyal,
and marsh-deer are met with. The Cossyahs report the
existence of a red bear, but that I doubt. Though the serow
is met with on the tops of the hills near Gowhatty, I have
not heard of its existence on either of the principal ranges.
Most of the game found in Burmah exists also in Assam.
The brow-antlered deer, so plentiful in Burmah, extending to
Munnipore, is not found in Assam, but it is replaced by even
a handsomer variety of deer, viz, the marsh or bara singah
deer. The gyal wanting in Burmah is found in Assam. The
two-horned rhinoceros found in Burmah is wanting in Assam.

The spotted-deer and antelope are unknown in Burmah,
but are found in a few localities alone in Assam. The wild
cattle of Burmah are hot found in Assam, but a large variety
of tame cattle, or hybrids, between the gyal and the ordinary
cattle of the country, have run wild, and are found in the
Terai at the foot of the Bhooteah range. The gour is plenti-
ful in all the hill ranges, and 1 have seen some splendid
heads brought down from the Naga and Mishmee hills. The
sambur is not nearly as plentiful in Assam as it is in BDurmabh,
but the specimens I have seen reminded me more of the kind
found on the Neigherry hills than in the plains of Pegu.
Elephants are very plentiful everywhere, as are also the
larger single-horned and the lesser single-horned rhinoceros.
Buffaloes are in hundreds wherever there are swamps and
surrounding high grass. In the Mishmee hills is found the
takin, a beast which much rescmbles in appearance the gnu
of Africa. In the Terai also is found the pigmy hog, a very
curious variety of the wild boar. There is very fair small
game shooting in Assam. The Indian pea-fowl, the jungle-
fowl, pheasant, black and marsh partridge, quail, and florikan
are plentiful, Two species of the hare, the common and the
hispid, are found, but are only plentiful towards Doobree.
Tigers and bears arc very numerous, the latter more
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destructive to human life than the former, but they are very
difficult to find. The finest pig-sticking in the world can be
had in the churs of the Brahmapootra, towards and below
Doobree, and the boars are not only very large but very
savage. In the churs, I have put up boars lying within
a few yards of a tiger, and many of them no doubt, unless
taken unawares, would prove a formidable antagonist to
a tiger even. In the Terai, where there is no riding
ground, we always shot pig for our camp, as our coolies,
the Cacharees, prefer it to any other meat. Jungle pigs will
eat carrion if they can getit, and I have secn a whole family
feasting off the putrid remains of a buffalo. They are only
clean feeders when they can get mo filth to eat. There is
a great want of salt in the Terai and the village cattle are
consequently given to filthy habits, and act as scavengers.

There are remains of numerous roads and water-channels
in the Terai, showing that what is now a desert, was in by-
gone times a well-cultivated district. Many of these channels
are in very good order still, and are very troublesome to
cross as they have perpendicular sides, and are too broad for
an elephant to step across, and until one comes to a part
hollowed out by wild beasts one cannot get across, and has to
wander along their banks for miles.

Generally the officials in Assam knew very little of the
country. The Commissioner confined himself to the river,
perhaps went to the Oodulghessy at the time of the fair, and
visiting Shillong, knew nothing of the interior of the country.
The Deputy Commissioners went year after year along certain
routes, where everything was prepared for them; but even
they knew nothing of the interior of the country, or of the
difficulty experienced by Europeans in penetrating it. Only
the planters and a few sportsmen ever travelled out of the
beaten path, and so obstructive were the mouzadars that it
was nearly impossible to move, as food was unattainable.
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The villagers were glad enough to feast off the game killed,
but they would supply rice and paddy only on compulsion,
and after living on us perhaps for a week ormore. When we
wanted to move a few miles further off, the village would be
deserted, and not a coolie obtainable! I took care that they
were paid daily for everything we got from them, at their
own prices ; but the idea of supplying Europeans, even when
that leads to their own profit, is repugnant to an Assamese.
They all hate us, for we have been much too kind to them,
and they do not understand that, and put it down to weak-
ness. Very few speak Hindoostani. Their language is a
corruption of Bengalee, so a ncw comer has to learn a new
language before he can hope to go about the country and
learn the whereabouts of game. Shikarees there are none.
A class of men go wandering about with poisoned arrows,
killing numbers of tigers and leopards, and picking up the
horns of rhinoceros, who have died of their wounds, and
which the sportsman has not had time to follow up. Such
rascals are they that they took to manufacturing tigers’ heads
for the reward, but were discovered by Mr. Campbell, the
able Assistant Commissioner of Burpetah.

I arrived at Gowhatty early in December 1866, and but for
the kindness of Mr. Campbell, personal assistant to the
Commissioner, who placed half his house at my disposal, I
should not have known what to do, for every house was full ;
but, thanks to him, in a few days 1 was enabled to settle down
and look about me. Of course after thirteen years of Burmah
I found myself all abroad in Assam, where the language and
people were so different. Captain De Bourbel was absent,
but returned in a few days, and we soon got on capitally
together. He was anxious to push on the trunk roads, but as
he had had some eleven executive engineers in one year or
eighteen months, not much had been done. I had to learn
the work required, and got together my old servants from
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Burmah, bought some good ponies, collected elephants and
began my inspections. There were many nice people in
Gowhatty in those days ; Fisher, the superintendent of the
Lower Assam Tea Company, and I soon hit it off ; and very
often shot together in the vicinity. I had to see about a
road to Nowgong then in progress, and Frank Bainbridge,
Fisher, and I went to Chunderpore, on the Keeling, a garden
belonging to the Bainbridge brothers. I had to stay there
several days, looking about me, and we speut the early morn-
ings, before the Assamese got up—for it takes them hours
before they get over the debauchery of the previous night—in
searching for game. The very first day we hit off the fresh
marks of bison, and as they had separated into two herds,
Frank and Fisher followed one, and I the other. They came
upon theirs lying down, and though their guides tried to point
them out, they could not distinguish them from surrounding
objects, and at last fired at a stump, mistaking it for the head
of a bison lying down, upon which the herd jumped up and
bolted. I came upona fine bull facing me, and as 1 wasin the
act of firing, my guide touched me on the shoulder—drew
off my attention, and the animal escaped. I was in such
& rage !

These, bolting, disturbed the whole hill, and though we
heard bison several times during the day, they were too alert
to allow us to come near them. From the top of the hill I
saw a fine buffalo lying down at the foot of the hill in a
bheel, 8o having nothing better to do, went after it and broke
its back the first shot. Frank hearing me fire, came up; we
crossed over in & dug-out, polished off the buff and cut off
his head. Near this garden there are several salt-licks, and
bison and deer are fond of visiting them during the night, and
also early in the morning and the last thing in the evening.
In all the bheels in Assam, and they are very numerous in
the season, geese, ducks, teal, are in thousands: fair snipe
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shooting is to be had, but nothing equal to Burmah. Near Bel-
tolah is the best ground, but as it changes every year, it is im-
possible to describe exactly its whereabouts. A man must find
out the best ground for himself, and all any one can do is to
tell him near where it is to be found. If a man do not
possess the faculty of finding out snipe ground, no one can do
more than point out to him the sort of ground he should look
for and the neighbourhood in which to search for it. ¥lorikan
are found in the paddy-fields in November and December;
when the ground has dried up in a great measure they go into
the paddy-fields, not after the grain, but after the grass-
hoppers. The Terai is the great place for florikan. I do not
understand why there are no bustardsin Assam, as the ground
is very favourable for them. The best season for fishing is from
September to April, and T know nothing which is more
exciting than to feel a heavy fish on one’s line.

In the same strecams with the mahscer, the bassah of
the Bengalees and the ngamein of the Burmese is found,
and takes the same kind of bait: for the table I prefer the
Jast named; mahseer kippered or made into a curry is
very good.

I made several tours here and there in Assam, between
December and June. I was with Sir C. Reed at Logva Ghat
in March 1867, when that officer shot two rhinos, with one
ball each, and then lost a huge one. I lost one. Colonel
Cookson knocked over one, and thinking it was dead, took
off his hat, waved it as a signal to us and hurrahed ! but the
beast recovered himself, got up and bolted. I shot several
deer and buffaloes this trip, three of the latter in one day,
besides quantities of small game of all sorts ; and at Burpetah
in February 1867 I also shot several buffs, deer, florikan,
hares, and snipe, geese, ducks and teal. In June 1867 I
determined to visit the Terai, though I was told it was cer-
tain death venturing there at that sesson; but in the great
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Wynaead jungles in Southern India all fear of malaria ceases
after a certain amount of rainfall, and I see no reason why
the Terai should be different. I therefore sent on my traps
and elephants, and proceeded myself by boat to Tarah-baru
Ghat en route to Burpetah and the Dooars, where I arrived on
the 10th of June at 7 A.M.; but I found no elephants there,
though I had sent them on in ample time to have got there.
Thinking they might be at Burpetah, 1 sent a note to Boyd,
the Assistant Commissioner, and he very kindly sent me out
a palanqueen, but as the elephants turned up in the course of
the afternoon, I sent it back and halted where I was for the
day.

June 11th.—Stirred the people up at 4 AM, and got off
soon after 5 AM. I took a couple of elephants, riding one of
them, with me across country, and sent the baggage round by
the road. The villagers said there were many tigers about,
but T did not see the ghost of one. The country at first was
quite open, over paddy-field and then low grass jungle. In
this I hit off a broad trail, but could not tell what it was
caused by ; but thinking it was a herd of buffs, and as they
were going my way, I thought I'd see whether there were any
decent horns amongst them ; but when we came to a marshy
piece, we found we were following one if not two rhinoceros.
1 had a good battery—two two-groove double rifles (muzzle-
loaders) by Lang, a double No. 10 breech-loading rifle by
Lyell of Aberdeen, and two smooth-bores, both breech-
loaders. I soon came upon the fresh deposit on the mound,
where rhinos usually drop their ordure, and knew the beast
could not be far off, and my elephant began to show decided
signs of funk, and tried to bolt several times, but the mahout
kept it straight. At last in front of me, looming through a
patch of high grass, and on the borders of a small bheel,
I distinguished the body of a rhino, intently listening to the
noise we were making. Neither the mahout nor the elcphant
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saw it, so 1 touched the mahout on the head, and he at once
stopped the hathee. I could see nothing distinctly, but fired
into the mass in front of me; on the smoke clearing away I
saw a very large rhinoceros bolt into the bheel, and gave him
a shot in the shoulder. He pulled up and faced me, looking
vicious; I dropped the Lyecll and took the Lang, and as he
charged, gave him a couple of shots in the chest. On re-
ceiving them, he swerved and bolted, squealing awfully. Not
till then had my elephant moved, but this noise was too
much for it, and it broke away from the maliout and went in
an opposite direction to that taken by the rhinoceros, and
could not be stopped for some time; and I saw what I
believed to be the rhinoceros go away to the left, and as soon
as the elephant was under control again I followed up, but
could find no trace anywhere, so went back to the bheel and
took up the trail, and came upon the rhinoceros stone-dead.
This was my first thinoceros in Assam. 1t was a very large
animal; one of the largest T ever killed. Its horn was
massive, but not long, only eight inches, but 1§ seers in
weight. We got men from the nearest village, cut off the
shields and head, and gave the people the meat, and made
our way as straight as we could for Burpetal, where I got
about twelve, and put up with Boyd for the day, and
arranged all my traps for 2 move on the morrow.

June 12th,—Started very early for Bornugger, sending my
things along the native track, and going across country
myself in search of gane. 1 soon struck off the fresh trail of
a rhinoceros, and followed it up, but I was rather too late,
and it had got into its lair, where I could not follow. I
could hear it feeding distinctly, probably not more than
fifteen yards off, but could neither go on foot—owing to the
boggy nature of the soil and the depth of water—nor could
the elephant force its way in, owing to the tangled nature of
the jungle surrouynding its stronghold; so most reluctantly T

G 2
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had to leave it. In a heavy bit of grass jungle, near Barry’s
deserted garden, I came upon seven buffaloes. I could see
them, but they could not see me; and one of them, a large
bull, hearing the noise my elephant mude in forcing its way
through the jungle, threw up his head and trotted towards
me, so I killed it with three shots. This disturbed and
frightened away the herd, excepting one young bull, who did
not seem to think it needful to run more than a few yards,
and then faced me. He had a singular pair of horns, about
three feet each, but so regularly curved as to meet at the
points, and with the forehead forming very nearly a circle,
and as he gave me a good chest shot, and as I wanted his
head as a curiosity, I killed him. The Lyell rifle 1 generally
used ; it had very short barrels, was well balanced, and suited
me exactly. Though it was ten-bore and carried a three-ounce
conical, I could make very quick and accurate shooting with
it, and killed a heap of game, but it got loosened at the
breech, so I had to part with it.

I reached Barry’s deserted bungalow about 2 p.M., and sent
for his old mahout, still quite a lad almost, and the best
tracker and mahout I ever met with, and engaged himm. He
knew the jungles thoroughly, and had been present with
Barry and Mackenzie at the death of many a rhinoceros
and other beasts, and 1 placed myself entirely under Lis
guidance.

June 13th.—Sent my traps by the road to Dowkagoung,
Parry’s second deserted garden, and went across country
myself. The season was too far advanced, and the new grass
had sprung up to almost the height of the old, so though we
disturbed a lot of game, including tigers, rhinoceros, bison,
and buffaloes, I did not get a shot till close to a village
called Mina Muttee. There, in a bheel, I came upon a herd
of buffaloes, and as a bull and a cow had particularly good
horns I let them have it right and left; the cow rolled over,
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the bull fell on his knees, but speedily recovered and bolted
with the herd. As 1 passed the cow a ball through her head
put her out of pain. T also soon came upon the bull and
floored him, and feeling blood-thirstily ineclined, killed
another young bull, and wounded several others. Going
back for the heads I could find the bull nowhere, but the
cow’s head was a fine one and I secured it. The horns
measured 10 feet 8 inches. I told the villagers at Mina
Mauttee of the kills, and they immediately went out in a body
for the flesh. They found the big bull dead, and the next day
picked up two more, but none of the heads excepting that of
the cow were worth keeping, so I left them all behind me.
At Mina Muttee there is a very nice stream, full of nice-sized
mahseer and a trout-like fish, and it is more central for
shooting than Dowkagoung. 1 got to Barry’s bungalow
about 2 p.M., but my traps did not arrive till half-past 4 p.m.
I fancy the people had stopped and cooked on the road. The
Cacharees don’t milk their cows, so 1 had great difficulty in
getting milk ; the head-man was a drunken old brute, and
would give me nothing till I lost patience and tied him up
to a post in the verandah, when, as if by magic, everything 1
wanted was forthcoming.

June 14th.—1 had the devil’s own luck to-day, wounding
and losing three rhinoceros. There were so many about,
their tracks so numerous and so intricate, that although
Sookur was a splendid tracker, we kept, in our eagerness,
getting on to the wrong ones, and not discovering our error
till we had gone sometimes several miles. We started soon
after daybreak; and just beyond the remains of the tea-
garden I saw rather a fine buck marsh-deer, and as it seemed
to have fine horns I tried to kill it, but could get nowhere
pear it, and losing patience T fired and missed. I then
crossed rather a difficult nullah, and came upgn fresh rhino-
ceros tracks ; Sookur took up the trail beautifully, and in a
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very short while I came upon one and wounded it severely ;
in following up I came upon its mate and hit that, but it too
bolted, making the peculiar noise rhinoceros do when badly
wounded. We followed full score, but the fresh marks were
so plentiful that in our anxiety we pushed on a little too
fast and got on to wrong trails, and did not discover our
error till we reached the banks of the Boree Nuddee, a good
five miles off. We then went back, and more carefully took
up the first spoor, and soon came upon one of the wounded
ones, looking very seedy, and ugain hit it twice, but off 1t
went as if it bore a charmed life. We again followed,
and tracked by blood, but it got into tarra or wild carda-
mom jungle, and there we lost it in the multitude of other
tracks. We then got into very heavy grass jungle, where
there were a lot of mud-holes, in which rhinoceros delight.
Here I came upon another, hit und lost that, but it was
evident it was one of my bad days, and I could kill nothing.
It was fearfully hot, and being a long way from cawp, T mnade
for home. I was close to the base of the Bhootan range, and
though it was raining incessantly a few miles from me not a
drop of rain fell where I was, though I would have given the
world for a downpour. Near a dry bed of a river I got a
shot at a marsh-deer, staring at me, but a good 150 yards off.
My ball fell short. Sookur put down my ill-success to
want of powder, but I had 53 drachms, and that is enough to
kill anything ; but there are days in the life of every sports-
man, in which, let hiin have ever so many chances, he can
kill nothing, and this was my case to-day. The villagers
were all assembled with knives, &ec., ready to cut up the
game they had heard me firoc at, and were much disgusted at
my ill-success when they saw me come back empty-handed.
Jume 15th~—Though I started early I did not come upon
fresh tracks for & long time; the scrimmages of yesterday
had evidently disturbed the jungles about here, so0 1 went off to
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the right and came upon a fresh track ; put up a rhinoceros,
but could not get a shot; the jungle was so heavy that
though several times I could hear his grunting within a few
yards of me T could never get a sight of him, and he eventu-
ally dodged us. Sookur then took me a good long way off,
where he said there were many mud-holes, but not seeing
any fresh marks he was not as careful as he might have been,
and when approaching a large mud-hole fringed with heavy
grass, instead of going into it by what appeared an old track,
he passed by it, and suddenly to my left there was such a rush
and a splashing as two rhinoceros bolted out of it for their
lives. Had he gone into it T must have come upon them
lying down in the mud and water, and have got two capital
shots ; as it was I did not get a shot at either. These two I
followed for miles, but the jungle was too heavy ; and though
1 put them up again and again, I did not get a shot, and
eventually lost them. Going homewards, I put up another in
the bed of a small stream, but never saw it. I was at least a
month too late; but I deserved bad luck for having made
a mess of the rhinoceros on the 14th inst. I have killed
forty-four since, and never had better chances. Sookur said
the rivers were filling fast, and advised me to move back, or
our retreat might be rendered impracticable.

June 16th—So we moved back to Bornugger, shooting
nothing en route.

June 17th.—1 had heard a good deal of a place called Pakah,
and I was told it was not far from Bhawanipoor, and that there
were vast herds of marsh-deer there ; and where they are tigers
always abound. So I thought I would march back that way;
and therefore instead of going to Burpetah I turned off,
and with great difficulty crossed over the Boree Nuddee and
got on to a road leading to Bhawanipoor, and asked my way ;
but nobody seemed to know where Pakah was. Now I after-
wards found out Pakah was the name of a sub-division, and
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no village in particular was called Pakah, though some
dozen in the mouzah went by that name occasionally. Two
of my servants, instead of sticking to the elephants, or asking
me where we were to encamp, marched straight into Bur-
petah, miles out of their way, and I had to send an elephant
after them. Every nullah we came to was out of our depth,
each elephant had to be unloaded, and to swim over, and we
had to search for boats to take our traps across; our progress
accordingly was exceedingly slow and very fatiguing. After
thus crossing five streams, about 2 p.M. I pulled up and put
up in a shed in a nominal Mussulman village ; but so debased
were they, that to propitiate the Hindoos, who swarmed
round them, they bad actually a namghur with a Hindoo
idol in it! They could talk no Hindoostani, only As-
samese and Bengalee. For the first time 1 saw nets used
for catching wild buffaloes. They were constructed of cord
as thick as my middle finger; and directly a buffalo got
entangled in one he was speedily speared to death! My
servants did not arrive till twelve at night, so it was just as
well I halted when I did.

June 18th—In search of Pakah. We had again to cross
several swollen streams, unloading and reloading the ele-
phants each time. The more we inguired, the less the people
seemed to know where we should go to find Pakah. The
whole country was a sheet of water, and progress very, very
slow. At last I got on to a plain rather higher than the sur-
rounding country, and covered with short fine gruss, and a
florikan got up. Although I never eat these birds I always
shoot them. In going after it I put up a couple of marsh-
deer, both does ; at which 1 did not fire, Immediately aftef-
wards I flushed and missed the florikan, and the report
started a fine buck, which I followed and killed. A lot
of villagers came up and said there were many deer about,
and wanted me to shoot some for them; but I did not know
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where I should encamp, so could not afford the time to go
with them ; but & doe springing up gave me a good shot, and
1 killed and left her for the people, and went on till about
4 p.M., when, coming to a deserted namghur, I pulled up and
waited for my followers, who did not arrive till dark. As the
people and animals were very tired, 1 determined to make a
short march on the morrow and beat about for game.

June 19th.—1 beat back to yesterday’s ground, and met
villagers going out with nets after deer. They destroy a
great many this way, and also kill tigers, panthers, and bears
in them. I had to go a long way before I saw a single deer,
and the first shot I had was at a doe, which I hit, but lost. I
then put up a splendid buck and two does. Made a capital
shot at the former at a good 200 yards off, and after an
exciting chase brought him to bay. I also saw buffs, but
they would not let me get near them. 1 then turned back,
and found my chapprassie had taken my traps to a village,
surrounded on three sides by deep water, to which I could
only get by retracing my footsteps several miles, so I called
out to him to reload the elephants and to go to a village
further on, where there was a ford and where 1 went
myself. As usual I put up in a namghur, but the Hindoo
priests objected ; but I had taken care to ascertain that any
traveller had the right to put up in them, whatever his caste
or creed might be ; so I refused to budge, and this nearly led
to & row, as the people turned out. But at the sight of my
battery they thought better of it, and did not molest me,
sending & humble petition that I would not eat inside, to
which I readily agreed, as it was my custom always to have
my meals in the open, only using the shed for shelter during
the heat of the day, in case of rain, and also to sleep in.
These Hindoos will always presume if they be permitted,
where a European is concerned. They would not have said &
word had T been a Mussulman, or a Cacharce ; yet either is as
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abominable as a Christian to them and their creed. With the
greatest difficulty I got back to Gowhatly oun the 22nd,
travelling incessantly, and all the old residents thought I was
mad to have ventured into the Terai at this time of the year,
and prophesied that within ten days I should get the dreaded
Terai fever, from which few recovered ; but I did not get it.

Round about Gowhatty we had many a day’s sport.
Game there was in plenty, but hills covered with bamboo
interfered with us ; as most animals were knowing enough to
make for them and to take shelter therein when they heard
us approaching.

In July 1867 I visited Shillong. There was no road
worthy of the name then, and the coolies we had to carry
up our stores, &c., threw them about the jungles and bolted,
and inflicted great loss on us. As I had work to do on the
plains, I left my family there and returned to Gowhatty, not
very favourably impressed with the place, for T thought it
was not worth the bother and expense we were put to to get
there. '

The Lower Assam Tea Company had a bungalow in the
station, where their manager and assistants put up, and just
behind it there was a good deal of jungle. On two occasions
Fisher had shots, once at a tiger, and once at a panther,
in broad daylight, out of the back verandab; and I have
known several panthers caught there in traps. In the season
Assam isa capital place for duck and geese-shooting ; but the
bheels are so immense, and are so surrounded by dense grass-
jungle, that it is almost impossible, and exceedingly danger-
ous, to shoot on foot. The best plan is to get a couple of
“dug-outs,” fasten them together, and with a screen in front and
a man poling behind, to go out into the bheel, and very fair
bags can be made this way. In the season Fisher and I
killed a good number of snipe. Near his garden at Moira-
pore there was very good ground ; but the best is five miles
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from Gowhatty, on the Beltolah Rpad. We shot lots of
jungle-fowl, pea-fowl, and a few florikan; and he and I
together had very fair sport at Chunderpore, a tea-garden
belonging to the Bainbridge brothers; and at Myung, where
we got buffaloes, hares, deer, florikan, and very pretty par-
tridge-shooting. Altogether, in 1866-67, I killed twenty-two
buffaloes, hit one tiger——which was picked up dead after-
wards—many deer, one rhinoceros, and lots of florikan and
other small game. In January 1868 Bowie of the police,
Barry a tea-planter, and I, went down by boat to Baisah
Ghat, en roufe for Burpetab. We started on the 8th; the
elephants preceded us on the 2nd. At this time of the year
we have very heavy fogs in Assam. Both Bowie and 1 had
work to attend to, and Barry, who accompanied us, had tried
his hand for some three years at tea-planting in the Terai,
but finding it did not pay, had thrown his gardens up; but
he knew the language, and the part of the country we wished
to visit, which was, in fact, the same as that T had gone to in
June 1867. The Assistant Commissioner had reported that
there were no less than five man-eating tigers depopulating
the country about Baisah, so we went there in preference to
Tarrahbaree, We went all night in the boat, but the men
were afraid we might overshoot our ghat; so about 4 A.M.
we pulled up. But the fog would not clear up, so after a bathe
and our chota-haziree, we went along, just drifting, for no one
knew where we were exactly ; but we expected to reach the
ghat in an hour or two. About nine it cleared up for half
an hour or so, and we then ascertained we were a long way
off our destination, so the crew got to work to pull again.
We were going along very quietly, and presently we saw a
buffalo on a sandbank, and he very conveniently walked
into the water and lay down. We got to within some eighty
yards without disturbing him ; he then heard us and stood up,
so for something to do we opened fire. The first round
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every one missed, but my second barrel caught it in the hip
and down it went. We jumped ashore and soon killed it,
and then found it was a poor emaciated beast, which had
already been previously wounded, and could not have lived
long. It was a mercy to put the poor thing out of its misery.
It had a good head, which we cut off. We did not reach the
ghat till 3 Py I sent to find out news of tigers, but could
hear nothing of them. We halted that day, sleeping in the
boat at night; for although we could get no news of the
tigers, their feet-marks were plentiful enough along the
sandbanks.

We had not enough elephants for our party, so had to
engage coolies ; and only those who have been forced to adopt
this wode of conveyance can know the amount of trouble and
bother there is in procuring coolies in Assam. The mou-
zadars, Hindoos themselves, will not impress the Hindoo
ryots, but send miles and miles away, and forcibly seize
Cacharees and bring them to do the work which their own
villagers ought to do. There is the usual protest by every
man, that the load set apart for him is too heavy, that he
is ill and unable to walk, that he has not had food for twenty-
four hours (too often too true in the case of Cacharees who
have been forcibly scized and brought perhaps from a distance
of twenty miles). For an hour there is nothing but wrang-
ling and fighting, and it is no use to leave camp till each
coolie has departed with his load, or the chances are it will be
left behind. T would advise no one to go on a shooting-trip
into Assam who cannot muster enough elephants to be alto-
gether independent of manual labour. It is heart-breaking
to have anything to say to the wretched inhabitants. How I
do wish that either the Russians, Prussians, Yankees, or
French could occupy Bengal and Assam in particular for
a few years, just to teach the people a lesson. It is absurd
to put these savages on an equality with ourselves. If
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we are all equal, we have no business in the country.
If we hold it as conquerors, we should treat them as the
conquered, and force them to treat us as their masters.
The present philanthropical dodge is at least a thousand
years too far ahead. The people don’t understand such
treatment themselves, and despise us for it, and put it down
to weakness.

Well, at last we got off We found the villagers, to
get rid of the tigers, had burnt every scrap of jungle; so, the
country being bare, we saw little or no game. We fired at
and missed a deer and wounded several buffaloes; hut as
they ran back towards the river we did not follow them
up, but made straight for Burpetah, getting there at half-
past 2 rM. We shot a few duck, teal, and partridges
en route.

Janvary 11th.—Halted to-day, as we had work to attend
to. In the afternoon went after florikan, but did not see
one. Can’t think where they can have gone. Shot some
black partridges.

January 12th.—After the usual trouble and bother with
the coolies, who did not assemble till eight, we got our traps
off. An Assamese is of no use before eight or nine in the
morning, by which time he has slept off the fumes of opium
and the effects of drink and debauchery. Barry not being
very well, went along the road, whilst Bowie and 1 went
across country. We got nothing but small game, though we
saw thousands of marks of rhinoceros, elephants, and buffa-
loes; but a savage cow-buffalo charged Barry without the
least provocation ; but he was equal to the occasion, killed
her, and boned her calf. In the evening we all went out to
Bornugger after small game. Walking through the mustard-
fields, we did not see much. The florikan we could not get
near. Bowie shot a pea-fow] and a black; I got a couple of
blacks and a jungle-fowl.
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Jonuary 13th—The coolies assembled late, and after a
great deal of row we got them despatched, but did not start
ourselves till half-past 9 A.M. I re-engaged Sookur, and his
uncle Seetaram accompanied us. En route, passing a likely-
looking piece of grass for florikan, we entered it, and put up
at once four florikan and several blacks. After a great deal
of trouble—as the birds were very wild—I killed one florikan
and two blacks; none of the others got anything. We saw
but very little game, and reached Mina Muttee at 4 P.M., our
traps not arriving for an hour later. No huts had been built,
though ordered long ago; however, we had tents, but had to
pitch them ourselves, as tent lascars are not procurable in
Assam. We succeeded in making ourselves comfortable just
before dark. The stream here is always deliciously cold, and
we did “buffalo” in it for a considerable time, and cooled our
beer in it.

January 14/h—Bitterly cold and very foggy this morning.
We started very early, but could only see a few yards in
front of us, The country seemed well burnt, and we soon hit
off the trail of a rhinoceros; but unfortunately one of the
elephants trumpeted, and although we did not see our quarry,
we heard it bolt. In about an hour Sookur struck upon a
fresh trail, and with his usual sagacity followed it up; but
the animals had the start of us, and had got into jungle some
fifteen or twenty feet high, into which we followed. A
rhinoceros just in front of me grunted, and my elephant
halted, and all the others bolted. Sookur hammered mine
well about the head, and made him go into the grass with a
rush. The rhinoceros bolted, and I got two shots as it
crossed an open piece. It then went into grass thirty feet
high, and I did not like to go in after it, for fear of getting
the elephant cut, so tried what I could do by skirting it ; but
the rhinoceros wonld not leave his refuge. So there being
nothing for it. in 1 went, the elephant in an awful funk, but
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kept straight by Sookur. Barry came up, but Bowie's
elephant would only make tracks to the rear. As I advanced
the rhinoceros retreated, and at last, as it was crossing over the
dry end of a narrow nullah, I put two more balls into it;
it ran up the opposite bank loudly screaming, and I followed
at my elephant’s best pace. The rhinoceros then attempted
to charge ; but a right and left turned it, and three more shots
killed it—a very large cow, with horn thirteen inches long,
and weighing 1} seer. We then breakfasted. Barry being
unwell went back to camp, and Bowie and I went on. We
soon hit off another track, and in a dense tree-jungle up
jumped two rhinoceros, and one came towards me ; the Lyell
went off before it was fairly up to my shoulder, and the ball
striking the animal behind the ear, killed it dead. Sookur kept
calling out “Shanah, shanah,” and pointing in the direction
in which the other rhinoceros had bolted ; and I, not knowing
Assamese, thought he was urging me to fire, so I let drive, and
by the worst luck possible Lrought the animal down, as
it proved a half-grown one; and Sookur’s anxiety was that
we should not kill it, but spare it, and have it caught ; and its
death was to us a loss of from 500 to 1,000 rupees. Bowie's
elephant bebaved a little better, as it did not bolt. She
used to be a very staunch one, but her mahout is away, and
only the grass-cutter acting as mahout, and she does not care
for him a bit. This turned out a female with a good horn.
We got home soon after twelve, and in the evening went
after florikan, and killed two.

January 15th.—As 1 did not want to keep all the shooting
to myself, I put Bowie on my elephant, with Sookur as
mahout, and got on to his. Limestone is very scarce in
Assam, so whilst out I determined to hunt for it, in the beds
of the different rivers flowing out of the Bhootan range. 1
got on Lo the Booree Nuddee, and soon picked up a lot ; but
it is so intermixed with other stones, that it requires great
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care and intelligence to scparate the real limestone from the
rubbish which much resembles it. Having satisfied myself
that limestone did exist, and that it was brought down
during the rains from the higher hills, and that it ought to
be sought higher up to get it in any quantities, I crossed
over this river and made for another. 1 saw lots of marsh
and hog-deer, and soon came upon the fresh trail of a rhino-
ceros, which I followed. Tt had got into very heavy grass-
jungle, and soon T heard it, a short distance ahcad. TDirectly
my elephant knew it was ahead, she refused to budge, and
all she would do was to make tracks for the rear. I was
within twenty yards several times, but the dense nature of
the jungle prevented my seeing anything; and T got so dis-
gusted I gave the rhinoceros up and made for home. I
recrossed the Booree Nuddee, and on nearing a tope of trees
I heard two shots, and going up found Barry had disturbed a
panther, which ran up the trunk of a trec; Barry cleverly
brought it down; but it fell in such a tangled mass of fallen
trees, creepers, &c., we could not get at it, and so lost it.
Barry—who was still very unwell—and I made for home,
and came upon several very fresh trails of rhinoceros ; but it was
too late to follow, as during the day they betake themselves to
such fearfully heavy grass-jungle, there is no seeing them. En
route I killed a pea-fowl and knocked down two blacks, but they
both escaped. Near the camp a florikan got up, and I was
just going after it when Bowie appeared in sight, so I waited
for him. He told me he had come across a huge rhinoceros,
and had floored but lost it. Sookur said it wus a very large
one, with a splendid horn; but a tangled jungle close by
enabled it to get inside and escape, though the chances are it
died there, We went after the florikan; I got the shot and
killed it, and in the evening we shot two more.

January 16th.—Barry being too seedy to go out, Bowie
and T went together, and almost in sight of our tents found a
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very large rhinoceros. I got the shots, and hit twice with the
Lyell. Bowie got one shot, and then his elephant bolted.
Luckily for me the wounded rhinoceros ran in a circle, so T
was able to cut him off, and a few more shots brought him to
a standstill; but it took time to kill him outright, as my
elephant would not go close up. He had a splendid horn,
weighing 4 lbs., and 13 inches long. The Kyahs often
offered me 90 Rs,, or £9 for it; but I kept it for several years,
and then gave it to the military seeretary to the Com-
mander-in-( ‘hief, Colonel Dillon. Directly the villagers heard
our shots they assemnbled like so many vultures and cut up
the rhinocerds, not leaving a serap.  Even the hide, which is
from two to three inches thick, and as tough as lead, they cut
up into slices, roast over the fire and cat, much in the same
way as we do the crackling of a pig.

We had gone but a little way when Sookur hit off the trail
of two more rhinoceros, and the way he followed was quite
an art. They had been feeding in cireles, and had crossed
and recrossed their own footmarks; but Sookur never de-
viated an inch, and though in about an hour we were
heartily tired of the progress made, he would not desist, but
eventually took us up to two rhinoceros standing together.
The larger of the two Dowie killed with a ball behind the ear,
and the other one charged us viciously several times, but was
met by such a fire, she had no chance, and speedily suc-
cumbed. Scarcely was the life out of these amumals than
more vulbures in the shape of villagers appeared and cut
them up. The meat of these three rhnoceros alone was
worth £15 to them ; that of the day before £10. We paid
cash for everything they brought us, at their own price; yet,
next day, when we wauted to move camp, the village was
deserted, and we could not procure a single coolie to carry
our traps, so we had to send out miles to get people to enable
us to move, So much for Assamese gratitude. I will not



98 SPORT IN ASSAM, THE COSSYAH HILLS, ETC.

give further details of this trip, as although we killed a
lot of deer and small game, we had no further adventures.
In some parts of this Terai we saw herds of deer, amounting
to five hundred and more at a time; but all the old bucks
were in hiding, having shed their horns. We also shot some
buffaloes, but seldom kept account of them. At Rungiah, my
overseer, Subroodeen, shot an immense tiger, on foot, in the
most plucky manner. It was one of the largest 1 ever saw,
yet the vultures cleaned his bones, and did not leave a scrap
on them in ten minutes after tho carcase was thrown out
to then.

In February, 1868, 1 had to march up to Deopani, some
eighty miles beyond Mewgong, and the extreme limit of my
division, which in those days extended close upon four
hundred miles. I had three military and three civil stations
besides out-stations and sub-divisions under me, with but two
assistant engineers to help me ; and I had to see that correct
surveys, estimates, levels, &c., for the whole of the roads con-
templated, and the various buildings, were prepared and
submitted, and that the works were correctly executed. I
was forced to keep up two complete establishments, one to
leave behind with 1oy family, and one to take about with me
into the district. I had to keep four ponies, each of which
cost me £40, for my jungle work, besides a pair for the
station. The staff-pay of the D. P. W. in India is ndiculously
small for the work a man has to do. A Brigade Major, who
has no money responsibility, has 400 Rs. staff a month ; whilst
in those days an Executive Engineer, spending lacs a month,
and on whose cfficiency depended the waste or utility of
hundreds of thousands of pounds in the year, if he were of
the fourth class, got but 300 Rs, staff; and now that consoli-
dated pay has been introduced it is even less. I know that
all the years I was in the department I was invariably out of
pocket ; but, as T had money in those days, was of a restless
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disposition, and liked exploring and leading an independent
life, I remained in the department because it suited me ; but
it is a thankless and underpaid one, and the control de-
partment worries a man’s life out. Why it is not subdivided
into two classes, as in England—one the executive and the
other the control—I know not. The former should he answer-
able for all the estimates and correct construction, but should
have nothing to do with compiling accounts, or paying conlies
or contractors ; but the control department does all that on an
estimate being approved and sanctioned. The control de-
partment should advertise for tenders, and when they are
submitted choose one, and forward the papers to the Executive
Engineer for his guidance, who should once a month measure
up the work, and forward the same with report through the
Superintending Engineer to the control departmeht, and he
should have nothing more to say 1o any money transactions,
either dishursing, or compiling, or accounting for them. You
will seldomn meet & man who is a thoroughly good engineer
who is an accountant too, and hitherto promotion has gone by
the reports on office work, and not in accordance with the
excellence of the outdoor work, and the result has been
scandals like the Saugor barracks, and other large works,
where lacs upon lacs were wasted. Yet the officers in charge
of those works were periodically promoted, because they
fudged their accounts so a5 to give little or no trouble to the
almighty control department, although they did not know how
to lay one brick upon another ; hence these gigantic failures and
the bad name the . P. W. has all over India. Until there is
a total separation of the two branches—the executive and the
control—things cannot be placed on a proper footing. An
Executive Engineer has an uphill game whilst payments are
made through his office. Every subordinate peculates fearfully,
and they are hand-in-hand with the contractors: but all thiy
would cease if the payments were dependent on a separate
H 2
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office, and if made hut once a month on measured work sent
through the Superintending Fngineer, who could every now
and thenjbefore sending them on, remeasure the work, and
convince himself of the accuracy, or otherwise, of the reports
and receipts sent him. Such are my ideas after twenty-one
years’ experience of the department.

Captain De Bourbel haviug left, a new Superintending
Engineer had been appointed. He bad gone to Debroo-
ghur to take over charge from his brother, then the senior
Executive Enginecr in the province, who was officiating as
Superintending Engineer. I had a splendid game country to
go through, and anticipated much sport, but did not get much
after all. T give extracts from the journal as a guide to
those who are likely to travel over this route, which is really
first-rate; but there is luck in shooting as in everything
else.

1 sent on my traps ahead, and started on the 11th February
and rode to Chunderpore tea-gardens on the banks of the
Kullung. 1T shot a few ducks, teal, and snipe en route.

February 12th.—Marched to Myung, a considerable village
close to the Kullung, and about eight miles from (‘hunderpore.
I had many parties out, cutting traces, and employed in sur-
veying and levelling, so had not much time to shoot, or rather
to look for game. I had always my howdah elephant and
battery with me, and if I came across anything worth the
slaying I dud so; but if T did not, I did not go out of my way
to search for it. I put up a tiger and many Luffaloes; the
first sneaked away, and the latter T did not fire at. I gota
fair sprinkling of small game, and amongst them three flori-
kans; and these latter I sent into the station, as 1 never eat
them ; but many people think them the ne plus ultra of good
eating.

February 14th.—1 moved to-day to Cachareegoung, twelve
miles. I shot some pea-fowl, partridges, and duck, and green



SPORT WHILE ON THE MARCH. 101

pigeon en route. In the afternoon I went out after o tiger,
but did not find it.

February 15th—Moved through Bogra Hill to Basahghat,
shooting three pea-fowl, and a lot of duck and teal, en route.

Februory 16th to 20th inclusive. —Marched to Nawgong,
inspecting works, and thence to the Rupai river. On the
20th left Rupai for Loquaghat, where there was a good deal
of game generally to be found. TLast year T had a few
days’ fair shooting there, and hoped to get better this year.
After crossing the river I struck off to the left towards the
bheel, where Sir C. Reed had lost a very large rhinoceros last
year. 1 came across a large buffulo facing me, and though I
do not often shoot at them, vet as it appeared inclined to
dispute the right of way T fired into its chest. It turned, and
ran for about thirty yards, then fell dead. As the head was
rather large 1 padded it. 1 then went through null, where
there were the marks of elephants, thinocervs, tigers, and
buffuloes, but came across nothing ; and I could not afford
time to follow up any particular trail, especially as I had not
Sookur with me. These jungles are never shot over or dis-
turbed, so where the game can have gone o is a puzzle. The
bheels were full of duck and teal, but they were wild as
hawks, and there was no getting near them. Leaving the
null-jungle, before me lay a large plain, and about half-way
through this was a herd of bufiuloes feeding, some of them
looking very large, and apparently with big horns. 1 also
thought it would be a good opportunity to shoot some and
leave the carcuses, with a view of atiracting tigers. Deer
were also scattered about in threes and fours, feeding on the
young shoots, where the grass had been burnt earlier than
usual. The wind Leing favourable, I, by going through the
long unburnt grass, easily got within fifty yards of several
buffaloes. 1 made a good right and left, and floored two
buffaloes. One got up and charged, but was easily stopped
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and killed. The other also picked itself up and bolted ; but I
followed up, came up to it and killed it, and got into a herd
and wounded two more, but had not time to follow up. 1
cut off the heads of the two killed, and padded them, and
then made for Loquaghat. I missed several deer by the
way, but bagged one, and three black partridges, and reached
the bungalow at 3 P.M.

F.bruary 21st.—Very heavy rain in the night and early
morning. [ did not therefore get out till past eight, but soon
struck off the trail of a rhinoceros; but it went into such
infernal country, cut up with watercourses, that I soon left
it and struck off to the right into more favourable ground. 1
again hit off a track, and ou following it up came upon a
rhinoceros in a hollow, facing me. 1 had the funky mahout
with me, a Mussulmanised Hindoo, and he never could be
depended upon; but the elephant Lutchmee was not only
very fast, but, as a rule, staunch. I got a good shot at the
chest, and again as the beast spun round, at the shoulder;
but, though hard hit, I had failed to reach a mortal spot, and
the rhinoceros went off at score, with Lutchmee after him.
The rhinoceros had the best of the race, and got'into the
long grass, with two more bullets in him. T got on to
bis track, but there were so many, I had to order a man
down to follow on foot, as my mahout was a bad hand at
tracking, and could not be depended upon. We came to a
place where the path divided. One seemed well used, and
the other not. The elephant hesitated to go along the latter,
and this ought to have told me it was the right one to
follow ; but I, in my eagerness, took the wrong turn, and went
all day without sceing a single thing; but, going homewards,
as I had to pass the place where I lost the rhinoceros, I again
took up the tracks and followed them more carefully, and on
coming to the spot where the two paths divided, the guide
pointed to the one we had not followed, and called out, “ This
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is the right way.” Hardly had he spoken when up jumped
the rhinoceros, close to him, and bolted. He had been lying
in a pool of blood, and had allowed us to pass him in the
morning, I followed a short way, but the tracks were so
numerous, that to follow the right one was not only very diffi-
cult, but very slow work ; and as it was getting on towards
evening I had to desist and go homewards. I got a deer
close to camp. I had shot here before, but had not seen the
large marsh-deer. I discovered to-day that their haunts lay
to the right of the marsh, where there was high ground, and
where they were in dozens.

February 22nd.—1 went back to the ground where T had
shot the buffaloes the day before yesterday, in the hope of
coming across tigers, which might have Leen attracted by the
carcases ; but T was disappointed, the bodies remained un-
touched, and though there were thousands of vultures about,
they had not been able to get through the tough hides, and
were biding their time till decomposition should render their
task easier. I searched everywhere for rhinoceros: their
fresh marks were plentiful enough, but the beasts themselves
could not be found.

I came across several herds of buffaloes, and amongst them
some bulls with very large horns, and though I got some very
good shots, and brought two or three down on their knees, I
failed to kill one; thus the conceit was soon knocked out of
me, and I have ever found buffaloes harder than any other
animal to kill. In the evening, having work at Tezpore,
I crossed over, and returned to Langlea on the evening of the
24th, I had told my mahouts to look about for the rhino-
ceros wounded on the 21st, but they had no news to give me,
though I cannot believe he could have recovered from the
wounds inflicted on him at such close quarters, with such
heavy weapons as mine.

February 25th—T1 went all round the bheel again to-day,
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Two rhinoceros had heen seen by some fishermen about an
hour before I got there, and though I followed up their trail
I failed to find them. Considering the number of rhinoceros
that infest this bheel, my luck in not finding them is exces-
sively bad. I then went on to the high land and came upon
herds of marsh-deer; the bucks were in hiding, but as the
camp wanted meat 1 shot a deer, and tried to cut off another
herd. The jungle had been well burnt, and there were just
enough clumps of high grass left to afford shelter to different
wild beasts that frequent the locality. Iu rounding a patch
of unburnt grass, just in frout of me, and about fifty yards
off, I saw tlLe heads of thrce tigers, close together. Neither
the mahout nor the elephant perceived them, nor did they
know the tigers were there; so, patting the mahout on the
head, I got him to stop the elephant, and took a deliberate shot
at the nearest tiger, guessing for the shoulder. At the report
of the gun, T saw through the smoke a very large tigress
bounding along, away from me, whilst a smaller one crossed
to the right. What became of the third I did not sce. The
tigress was growling and roaring as she honnded along, and 1
thought she was the wounded one, so tovk another shot at
her and rolled her right over; but she picked herself up, and
with a magnificent bound disappeared into the long grass.
There were 4 lot of villagers returning from fishing, and T bad
to get them out of the way before following up such a
dangerous beast as a wounded tiger. This delayed e a
little while, and T then followed up the trail ; but though I
searched for an hour I could not find the slightest clue to her
whereabouts, and 1 thought she had sneaked away along the
bed of a nullah, which was close by. I was in such a rage,
It is not often that one comes upon three tigers standing
quict 1y together to be shot, and to think I had not killed one !
I began to abuse the mahout, and told him to go back and
take up the trail afresh ; hut he said, “ Sahib, you have killed
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one; the last you fired at is another, and that has escaped ; but
one is lying dead.” I did not believe him; he was the funky
mahout. So after calling him all the abusive names I
could think of I told him to take up the last tiger’s
tracks. Of course he dodged me and took me up to the spot
I had fired from at first, and sure enough there lay a tiger
“ston®ahd.  He had fallen so suddenly, and my attention
being attracted by the other two, I had not noticed that he
was killed by my first shot ; and by the noise the tigress
made T made sure she was the one T had fired at. 1
measured bim; he was only eight feet long, evidently the
elder of the two with the tigress. In front of the tiger lay a
~inall marsh-deer, and on my mahout getting down to secure
it, it bounded away unhurt, till a shot from me laid it low.
My own idea is that the tigress and elder brother were
gwing the hopeful of the flock a lesson in providing its own
food, and that the deer had Leen felled hy the «mallest of the
tigers, and that all three were standing over it, admiring the
Little one's dexterity, when I interrupted them. I did not
look any longer for the tigress, as 1 thought she bhad
escaped.

February 26th—1 hunted the whole country after rhino-
ceros, particularly after the wounded one, but did not see a
single one. T conld not go a quarter of a mile in any direc-
tion without striking the fresh trail of one; but tollow it up
as long as I might T could not track the brute to its lair. T
got into the midst of several herds of marsh-deer, and killed
seven, and lost two in a very stupid way. One T left for
dead, but it was gone when 1 came back for it an hour after-
wards. Another had apparently its back Lroken, and could
only roll head over heels; but it fell into the dry bed of a
nullal, and when 1 got there it had disappeared.

February 27th.~1 started for Koliabar to-day, and thought
I'd try for deer en ronte. 1 made straight for where T had
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seen the tigers the day before, and on nearing the spot up
flew a lot of vultures out of a patch of long grass. Iwentup
expecting to find the wounded rhinoceros dead, but found it
was the tigress; she had never moved after the lust bound
she gave, and I had passed within & few yards of her, never
thinking she was lying there decad. Her skin was spoilt, but
1 secured the head; so T had not done so badly after all, as
I bad killed two out of the three, each with one ball. Zn
route I shot a couple of deer. T saw lots of buffaloes, but did
not fire at them. Reached Koliabar and put up with Tye, a
tea-planter.

February 28th.—Halted to-day and went out with Tye,
who had shot many tigers here, and had also been very suc-
cessful with other game. He had some fine bison heads
hanging up, which he had killed in hisown garden. We had
news of several kills, and went to them, but could not find
the tigers. We then went in for general shooting; Tye made
some capital shots, killing two hog-deer and a buffalo. I only
killed one buffalo. We tried fur rhinoceros, and though their
marks were plentiful enough we could not find them.

February 29th.—Tye and T went out again this afternoon
after rhinoceros We came to where they had been feeding the
night before, but they were non est; where they can have gone
to I can’t imagine. Tye and 1 separated, the latter to beat
over a larger cxtent of ground. 1 was away at least six
miles from any village, in a dense grass-jungle, and I came
across a large herd of buffaloes. My attendant, an inhabitant
of these parts, wanied me to fire at the nearest; but for-
tunately I am not very keen about killing buffaloes, so waited
behind a clump of grass till they were close to me. Some
sat down in pools, and I did not like their looks, so without
firing, I pushed my elephant right into their midst, and not a
buffalo moved. They were a herd of tame cows, turned out by
the villagers to be covered hy the wild bulls, and there was
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nobody looking after them. Going home 1 came across a
wild herd and killed two. I also shot some small game. 1
bought Tye's two elephants; one was a beauty, and very
staunch, but had a young one with her. The other had been
a fair elephant in its day, but its tail had been wrenched off
by a wild elephant, and it had been severely cut by a rhino-
ceros when it was out shooting with Tye's assistant, with
whom, odd to say, 1 had gone home in 1866, and who gave
me a map of this part of the country, when I never expected
to be sent to Assam. This elepbant was very good for
baggage, but no use for shooting.

March 1st.—Rode to Deopani, expecting to meet the Super-
intending Engineer and his brother, but there was no news of
them. This is a Deastly hole ; very little clearance, and any
amount of ticks and musquitoes, and bad water.

March 2nd.——So returned to a nice open spot on a river,
five miles on the Koliabar side of Gotemgah. T was kept
waiting here a whole week, and went out after rhno-
ceros every day, to a marsh close by. I put up one or two of
them, but did not sec one the whole time,—the grass was
too high and thick. Marks of elephants were also very
plentiful. After the jungles have been burnt, this must be a
good place for sport. At last the Superintending Engineer
‘arrived, and we marched back to Gowhatty. Near Nawgong
I killed three buffaloes and one alligator. I had work south,
and the 27th April found me at Luckeepore, in company
with the Superintending Engineer and Colonel Cowber, the
Deputy Commissioner. We shot a few duck, partridges, and
pea-fowl, en roufe. The zemindar, or rajah, as ho is more
comutonly called, of this place, is a very enlightened native
for this part of the world. He is very ubliging, and bas built
two or three bungalows for the use of travellers. His palace
is a regnlar curiosity-shop, which he is very fond of showing
to passers-hy, He has a large shed of elephants, amongst



108 SPORT IN ASSAM, TIE COSSYAH HILLS, ETC.

them the one tusker “Mainah,” already mentioned. His
son, a lad of twenty, has been very successful as & sportsman,
having cleared the country all round of rhinoceros and buffa-
loes and tigers; but he is a bit of a poacher for all that.
Mounted on Mainah, and armed with a single-barreled
cannon, carrying a 6-oz. ball, he goes out on mooulight nights,
when the rhinoceros are feeding, and do not suspect danger,
and firing into one, he does not follow it up if it be only
wounded, but leaves it to his shikarees to retrieve hereafter,
which they generally do. In this way, in about six weeks he
killed, T believe, thirty-fuur rhinoceros and ten tigers, besides
other game, and has depopulated these jungles as far as gume is
concerned. Only a few years ago Captains Cocks and Bunbury
had, in a month’s trip in these jungles, killed no end of rhino-
cervs, tigers, and elephants; but you may hunt for a month
now and get nothing. The rajah has some fine rhinoceros
horns and elephant tusks, all killed by his son. Ile killed
one very fine tusker, a good hundred yards off, with his single-
barrel cannon, by a shot behind the shoulder. This mode of
shooting has ruiped these jungles. One wounded least
allowed to roam about does moie harm than a dozen killed
outright; and animals either desert that part of the country,
or are so wide awake that it is impossible to approach them.
A few months hefore our arrival “ Mainah,” the one-tusker,
hiad, single-handed, overcome a magnificent mucknah ; he was
the handsowmest beast 1 ever saw, and close upon eleven feet in
height. He was already sufticiently docile to kneel down,
but the poor brute was very weak, as they had been starving
him to render himt docile, and I fear had overdone it. The
poor thing’s legs were a mass of sores from ropes, with which
Le had been fastened. The rajah had been offered 5,000 Rs.
for it, but unfortunately for himself he refused, as the animal
died some two months after we left. Talking of this reminds
me that there was an elephant in the Burpettah district so
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famous as a shikaree and koonkie, that Jung Bahadoor sent a
captain and a party of men to buy him for the Duke of
Edinburgh's shooting trip, and they only succeeded in doing
go after paying 18,000 Rs. for him, the highest price, I
fancy, ever paid for one elephant. Comber got the loan
of “Mainah.” I stuck to Lutchmee, but had the funky
mahout with me; and although the man could bchave at
times uncommonly well, yet he was never to be depended
upon, and T never took him if 1 expected to find either rhino-
ceros or tigers ; but as I could not get Sovkur I had to put up
with him.

On the 20th April Comber and T went out, intending to
shoot anything we cawe across. The country had been rather
overburnt. About a mile from the village, in the open
marshy ground, we came upon a boar, and Comber made
some pretty shots at it; but, though lard hit, we lost it. We
then saw a marsh-deer with a broken leg, and whilst we
were consulting together whether we should go after it and
shoot it, my elephant began to trumpet in a peculiarly pitiful
manner, and 1 knew she smelt a tiger.  She was as good as
a pointer in some respects. I called out to Comber to look
out. 'We immediately formed line, and beat carefully for-
ward, and one elephant after the other began to trumpet, and
were very backward in advancing. Although the grass had
been well burnt, the stalks of the long grass had only been
charred, and were still standing, and through them we saw a
tiger stealing away. I took a snap-shot, but missed ; it then
bounded along, and Comber fired, but also missed. Tt then
ran down a nullah and up the other side; we got a glimpse
now and then ; 1 then fired and hit it through the thigh ; she
gave a roar and disappeared. We formed line and crossed
the nullah, the elephants wonderfully steady. We beat along
very carefully, and had not gone far when the tigress, as she
proved to be, charged us viciously, picking out Mainah, the
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largest elephant, as the object of attack. Comber and I re-
served our fire till she was within a few paces, then, firing
together, we rolled her aver. Not an elephant moved. She
picked herself up as quick as lightning, ran back a few yards,
and then came at us again. This time she singled out my
elephant, but a right and left from me, and a shot from
Comber, sent her to the right-about. She ran down the bank
of the nullah, swam the river, and as she ascended the oppo-
site bank I rolled her over. She was a small beast, only
eight feet long. The scrimmage, whilst it lasted, was a very
pretty one, and every elephant behaved admirably. We
padded her and sent her home. We then continued our beat,
and disturbed nothing but hog-deer; but the grass was so
heavy we never got fair shots at them. We then came across
a herd of buffaloes, but as there was not a decent horn
amongst them we let them go unmolested. Further on
Comber floored a marsh-deer : but she picked herself up and
ran towards me, and when about twenty yards off' stood still
looking at me. I raised my heavy No. 10 Lang rifle, and
aiming between her eyes, fired. The only result of my shot
was a white seam on the deer'’s head, extending along the
whole scalp. The poor beast never moved, so, firing the
second barrel at the chest, I killed her; but why the first shot
did not kill, or at least stun her, has ever been a puzzle to me.
We then breakfasted, and afterwards went off to the rhino-
ceros ground. It was a great pity the jungles had been
burnt to the extent they were. There was one unburnt patch
surrounded on three sides by a nasty deep treacherous nullah,
over which we had great difficulty in getting. On ascending
the bank, in e hit of open ground, we saw a rhinoceros, but
it too had seen us, and was off before we could fire. It ran
across the river, and recrossed it further up, and got into the
densest part of the cover. We followed up, and were nearly
coming to grief in the bed of the river, which was all but u
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quagmire ; but after struggling till our howdahs were nearly
shaken off, we got on to the other side. Here a rhinoceros
dodged us, by hiding till we had passed, and then charging
Tye's elephant without a tail, which, as has been already
said, had formerly been severely cut by a rhinoceros. This
sent the elephant flying, and it went head foremost into the
nullah, where it stuck some time before it could extricate
itself, and where it screeched all the while. It now began to
rain in torrents, and Cumber and I got soaking wet. We
tried several dodges to force the rhinoceros to break, but they
knew better, and kept dodging backwards and forwards in
grass twenty feet high. Once we made sure we had got one
of them, as we heard an animal cross the nullah and come
towards us; but it turned out to be a bull buffalo with fair
horns, and we let him go. We were getting cold and cramped,
and finding it hopeless to induce the rhinoceros to break, we
left them and hurried home.

April 30th—It rained incessantly all day, so we stopped
at home and cleaned the locks of vur guns.

May 1st—Comber and I went across country to Dhobree,
whilst our comrade went Ly the road. We put up lots of
deer, but did not bag one. 'We got into rhinoceros ground at
Tikri Killah; one got up before me, but in such heavy grass
I did not see it. Comber came across one and rolled it over
dead, and called out to me to look out, as there was another
coming my way. As I saw some beast rushing through the
grass I fired a haphazard shot, and killed a three-parts grown
rhinoceros, for which 1 was very sorry, as it was of a nice size
to catch. We had not gone half a mile when I heard a thino-
ceros grunting. Going towards the noise, 1 came upon a huge
animal, so large that, thinking it might be an elephant, I
hesitated to fire; but on the noise being repeated I fired
a right and left into the mass, which fell on its knees, then
recovered itself, and went off screeching, and 1 full pelt
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after him. Dut, fast as my elephant is,’ I had not a chance,
and one of the largest rhinoceros I ever saw soon distanced
me, and as it was going in the opposite direction to our camp
I could not afford the time to go on searching for it. We
saw only hog-deer and partridges after this, and near camp 1
killed a florikan. We found our tents pitched near a nice
tank, on high ground, and beautiful open country all round;
quite different from other parts of Assam. Comber got a deer
and a few partridges to-day; I only the florikan and a
peacock.

May 2nd.—Comber and I as usual shot our way across
country.—The whole country lovely for riding ; but we had
neither horses nor spears with us; indeed this was my first
trip this way. The pigs were very numerous, lying out in
the open, and very pugnacious. We wanted food for our
Cacharees, so shot a couple of boars. We should not have
done 80 had we not wanted food, and had no means of riding
these pigs; but I never saw such nding ground in all my
life. We left this and got into heavy grass, and Comber put
up two rhinoceros out of a mud-hole. He followed one, and
I cut off the other; fairly ran it down on Lutchmee, and
killed it with two shots. Comber’s escaped. We saw lots ot
marsh-deer to-day.

On reaching the river’s bank, we got on to a chur, or
island, and a villager told us a tiger had killed a cow that
morning near a tank. He took us to the spot, and sure
enough there were the remains of a cow but recently killed ;
but where could the tiger be ? as, with the exception of a
fringe of long grass round the tank, there was not any cover
where a cat could hide ; so we made sure of getting this tiger,
which had been fired at once or twice previously. We thought
we had him in a trap. We most carefully beat all the grass
round the tank, to the very end, without seeing anything, and
thinking the tiger had crossed over to some neighbouring
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chur, and just then a deer getting up, I fired two shots at it.
My first went through its ear, the next floored it, and whilst
we were clustered round it, Comber’s mahout called out “ the
tiger!” We all looked up, and bounding along, in the perfect
open, was a magnificent tiger; but he disappeared down the
bank and was out of shot before we could pick a rifle up!
He had been lying under a solitary bush, in the open, watch-
ing a herd of cattle feeding towards him, and had allowed
us to pass him within fifty yards without moving, and only
bounded away on hearing my shots and our talking together
over the fallen deer. We hunted him everywhere, but did
not see Lhim again. e shot some florikan and two small
deer to-day, and reached Dhoobree just before dark, and
returned to Gowhatty by steamer.

Towards the end of the month I was out on an
inspection tour on the morth bank at a place called Kum-
blepore, where there was not much jungle. The villagers
came and asked me to kill some buffaloes, that had taken
possession of a cane-brake in the midst of their village,
and had gored several people. I was disinclined to go
out, as I don’t care for buffalo-shooting, and I had cut my
middle finger nearly to the bone firing heavy charges at
rhinoceros and buffaloes, and funked pulling a trigger; but
the people were so earnest that I went out. Before I reached
their village, in an open bheel, I came across the first bull
buffalo; he did not seem to mind me a bit, but let me get
within sixty yards, and then walked towards me shaking his
head. T let him come to within forty yards, then floored him
with a shot in the chest, but he picked himself up and ran
across me all abroad. I made a good shot and rolled him
over dead. They then took me to a cane-brake, with a village
on either side. This was a horrible place, very marshy, and
full of not only long grass, but the rattan-creeper, through
which it is almost impossible for an elephant to go. In this
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I saw two buffuloes, After a short chase, during which my.
howdah twice nearly came to grief, owing to the rottans
catching 1t across the front, I killed one and wounded the
other very severely ; but it could get through the cane-brake
faster than I could, and wecut across the plain, and eventually
into grass twenty feet high, where I left 1t.



CHAPTER V.

Bear-shooting—Discover the wonderfnl big tree to be a tope—Fishing in the
Monass—XKeep guard over Wild Elephant—DMistaken notion in regard to
size of Tigers—Bootan Dooars—Rhinoceros asleep—Get amongst & herd of
them —Sport in boats over inundated countiy— Elephant cateling.

Barky, Butler, and I left Gowhatty on the 16th of January,
1869, on an inspection tour. I had to look out for lime-
stone, and to sce after road-work ; Butler to venfy reports
made to him by his surveyors of a wondetful tree, said to
cover an area of upwards ol a mile square, and also of rivers
flowing during the night which were perfectly dry during the
day. We arrived at Kumblepore, thirty-six miles from Gow-
hatty, on the 18th. Barry and I shot our way across; we
got pea-fowl, florikan, and black partridges, and reached camp
late. About 4 p.M, just as we were going to bathe, a coolie
came running up, saying he had seen a bear feeding in the
open about three hundred yards off. 'We each took a rifle,
and my overseer, Subroodeen, a plucky fellow, accompanied
us. On reaching the place where the coolie said he had seen
Bruin ke was non est, but on going up to an isolated small
clump of long grass we could see the marks of the claws of
a bear, which had been scraping up white-ants. We stood
round this clump in disorder, and with our rifles on the half-
cock, talking and lamenting our bad luck, for though bears
are very plentiful in Assam, they are very difficult to come
ncross, Suddenly there was a movement in the grass, I
stepped to the right and full-cocked mv rifle. Barrv
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behind me, and Butler to the left, and out walk;d a good-
sized bear within ten yards of me, and looking up at me like
an idiot. Barry and I firing nearly together rolled her over
in a heap, and another shot from me and two from Subroo-
deen did for her—for the bear proved to be an old female.
She proved to be Ursus labiatus. Had she charged when
we were unprepared for her she might have done us con-
siderable damage.

From January 19th to 26th we were incessantly marching,
and each day shot partridges, florikan, and deer, but met
with no adventures, We examined the reputed big tree, and
found it to consist of a clump of various trees about a mile
square, in an extensive plain covered with high grass. ¥he
lines cut by the surveyors round this tope were plain enough,
and the lazy wretches had contented themselves by showing
this oasis in the desert as consisting of one tree, whereas we
counted at least a dozen sorts, and all unconnected. We
could not find out whether the reports about the nullabs
being rivers during the night, but dry during the day, were
true or not, but all the people assert it to be a positive fact.

On the 26th Barry and 1 killed some buffaloes and deer,
and encamped at Mina Muttee ; but 1 found I could not get
Sookur, as he was in the employ of a mahajun, or native
banker, catching wild elephants, and without him it is almost
useless to go through these jungles, as careful tracking is
required, and none of the Hindoostani mahouts are capable
of following up an animal by its foot-marks.

January 28th—We took things for a three days’ trip, and
started for the Monass in Bagh Dooar. It is a long march,
but the country is generally very pretty, the scenery varied ;
and when close to the Bhootan Hills, out of which the
Monass emerges, it is beautiful. To-day we saw marsh-deer
in thousands, but as we all shot badly our bag was not a
good one.
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In the afternoon I went out fishing. I had caught a few
fish in Burmah with the fly, but had not gone in regularly
for it for I may say upwards of twenty years. I had some
tackle, but most of it was very rotten. I had never seena
mahseer in my life, and I was anxious to catch one if I could.
I had fished a good deal as a boy, and used to be very fond of
it. As we had no boats, 1 got on to a rock projecting into the
stream, and throwing out a small spoon began to troll. My
very first cast hooked a large fish, but my line was so rotten
that the fish walked off with thirty yards of line and my
spoon ; but I had one other left ; throwing this well out into
the stream, and allowing it to flow down some way before
commencing to troll, I again hooked a fish, and succeeded in
landing it after about twenty minutes’ play. It was a beauti-
ful fish of about 7 lbs. weight. As it was getting dark we
went home to camp. It rained a good deal at night. A wild
mucknah visited our camp, and stayed with our female
elephants for upwards of two hours. Fearing he might do
some damage to our male animals I stood on guard over
him the whole time with the two-groove Lang in my hand,
and not further than ten yards off him, and might have killed
him easily, as the night turned out a very fine one after the
rain ceased, with the moon near the full; but as he did no
harm 1 would not fire at him, and was glad when he got
our wind and stalked away, as it was cold work standing
guard over him at night at this time of the year. He
crossed over the Monass and disappeared on the other
side.

29th.—Some Bhooteahs collecting india-rubber reported
having seen four rhinoceros, but as it was raining I
would not go after them, but went out fishing instead. I
soon struck a fish, and landed a mahseer about 8 or 9 lbs. in
weight. 1 then hooked a very large fish that took away
fully fifty yards of line. I played him for a long while, and
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gradually reduced him to obedience, and drew him within
sight, when he made another rush. I let him go, but the
handle of the winch caught the slesve of my jacket very
slightly, almost imperceptibly, but the line was so rotten it
broke in two, and the fish escaped with my last spoon. I
tried artificial minnow, crystal bait, and flies, but without any
result, so left off; and directly I reached camp wrote to
Farlow for tackle, which arrived in time, and with which I
killed lots of fish.

Januvary 30th to Filruary 6th—We went to Gohine-
Gourg; then to Bornugger, and ou to Burpetah. Whilst
there I had shots at a tiger, but failed to bag; we killed
small game and deer every day ; and at Baromah, Barry and
I went to the Namuttee-bheel, and shol a lot of geese, aud
ducks, and teal ; but owing to the police constantly molesting
them, we found them very wild. This trip on the whole was
an utter failure as far as the game hagged was concerned, but
it enabled us to travel over new country, and to mark down
likely spots for a future visit.

During March I was away to the west towards Dhoobree,
passing through Luckeepore. Here the rajah showed me a
mangoosteen tree, which he had imported from the Straits ; it
bore some fruit once every three or four years., I killed a lot
of deer and small game en route; missed a tiger, owing to
having the funky muhout with me ; and I found Tikri Killah
quite spoilt for sport, owing to the number of native shikarees
allowed to go about and destroy game. 1 went as far as
Singhamares. On my return trip I got a tigress out of achur,
but as she fell to the first shell fired at her, she gave no sport.
1 got two rhinoceros about six miles from Tikri I also
wounded a very fine marsh-buck, and wishing to drive him
out I set the jungles on fire, and found afterwards the poor
brute had been burnt, but I fancy he had fallen dead before
the fire reached him. I had some shooting here with a
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Police officer, Floyd, and between us we killed many deer and
one tiger, three rhinoceros, and four buftaloes. Omne of the
latter alone charged, but was killed before he did any harm.
In May I was out with Macdonald, when he was run away
with by “ Mainah,” which has been described elsewhere. In
July 1 shot a tiger close to Gowhatty, and missed another;
and the Sepoys of the 43rd killed one or two more close
to the station.

In January, 1870, General Blake, Ommanney of the 44th,
Masters of the Police, and 1 started for the Monass. We had
fair small-game and deer-shooting en route, and at the Monass
we killed a good many tish, shot two rhinoceros, several
buffaloes, many marsh and hog-deer, without any particular
adventure till we were in sight of Burpetah. The General
and Mrs. Blake were in one howdah, and were going towards
the bungalow, as the sun was getting hot, when I proposed that
we should try for florikan in ground a little to our right, and
where we used frequently to go after them on foot. The grass
was very low, and there were but a few hog-deer besides
florikan to be found in it. 'We had scarccly turned into ths,
when a tiger jumped up and ran for his life. Campbell and I
were on the fastest elephants, and we gave chase. Campbell
fired and missed; I fired and hit it through the stomach.
General Blake hearing our firing, turned back, and was m
time to join our line, as we proceeded to beat for this tiger,
which looked a very large one; but he must have lain perdu
and allowed us to pass him, for we went to the end of the patch
of long grass without seeing him. We turned back, and care-
fully retraced our footsteps, and on reaching the end of the
grass we saw the tiger in the open, looking very seedy; both
Masters and I fired at him, and one of us hit. He ran growl-
ing into the heaviest portion of the grass and pulled up.
Blake, Ommanney, and 1 advanced up to him; the others
stood & little way off. No sooner did we get near the tiger
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than he came at us, with many an infernal grow], and sent
our elephants flying. He always picked mine out, and once
or twice very nearly made good his charge. He was close to
the heels of my elephant once, but using the gun like a pistol
and firing over the back of the howdah, I caught the tiger on
the back of the head, and rolled him heels over head. He was
then too much done to do much harm, but he kept growling
and snarling, and not one of our elephants would budge an
inch towards him. We kept in his front to attract his atten-
tion, and beckoned to Masters and Campbell to come up,
which they did, and sighting the beast, they rolled him over
dead. He was in bulk the very largest tiger I ever saw. It
took fifteen nen to lift him on to a pad. On reaching Camp-
bell’s bungalow, 1 measured our prize very carefully. Hewas
Jjust ten feet one inch ; after being skinned twelve feet; and
after being pegged out thirteen feet four inches, and broad in
proportion ; and it was curious afterwards to note what the
different men present declared his size to be, some asserting
twelve feet, others thirteen, all forgetting the ten feet ome
inch. But I had my pocket-book with me, and wrote
down the measurements at the time, and am sure I am
right as above stated. A tiger my overseer, Subroodeen,
killed at Runjiab, was nine feet eight inches, but nothing
like this in bulk. I have killed others between nine and
ten feet—only two of the latter; but they were not to be
compared to this mnonster, who must have weighed half as
much again as any of them. I had the skin sent to Calcutta
to be cured, but it was there stolen, and a mangy small skin
sent md in its stead ; and when I remonstrated, the tanners
quietly said they had so many skins that doubtless some got
changed, and were sent to the wrong people. The skull I
sent to General Blake, but am not quite sure whether it ever
reached him,

During February and March I had a little shooting, getting
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several buffaloes, one rhinoceros, and two tigers, at Myung.
One of the latter jumped on to a pad elephant, with all four
feet off the ground, but as I was within a yard of it I killed
it on the elephant's back. Two buffaloes also fought
viciously, but were each time stopped before they closed. I
got very good florikan, pea-fow], partridge, and duck-shooting
here. In one tank Reginald Bainbridge, Frank his cousin, and
I, killed three buffaloes, and Frank made a clipping right and
left and killing two buffaloes, which the villagers wanted him to
pay for, as theyswore they were tame ones! Jackson of the 43rd
and I had long contemplated a shooting bout together in the
Dooars, but various circumstances preveuted our going out
before the middle of April, 1870. On that day we started by
boat for Bassahghat, en route to Burpetah. Our elephants
had been sent on several days before, but we took our provi-
sions and servants with us. We went in a large boat I had
lately purchased, starting at 3 r.M. on the 15th April, and
reached the ghat at 2 A.M,, the fastest journey on record. The
elephants had arrived, so at 7 A.M. on the 16th we started for
Burpetah, and were most hospitably entertained by Mr.
Campbell and his wife. The whole of this day was devoted
by us to resorting and repacking our stores in portable boxes,
arranging the loads for slinging on to different elephants,
filling howdahs with ammunition, &c., and sorting our bat-
tery, with a view of starting early next day without any
unnecessary delay.

My time was limited, thus we had to hurry on throughout
our trip, and lost half the game we wounded because we
could not afford time to halt to hunt for it. My companion
had had a good deal of experience on foot, shooting in Central
India, but was new to shooting out of a howdah. He was a
capital shot, an ardent sportsman, and a right good fellow.
We had everything any one could want in the way of pro-
visions, &c., and set out on the 17th in good spirits, and
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anticipating good sport. We generally took breakfast with
us and one or two beating elephants; the rest we sent on
with the servants along the native pathways to our proposed
camp. Mr. Campbhell, the Assistant-Commissioner of Bur-
petah, so often mentioned in these pages, was unable to
accompany us, but aided us in every way in his power, and
to him we were indebted for our supplies in localities remote
from villages, when without his orders the native officials
would have given us nothing. He had been kind enough
also to get us huts built at different places where we pro-
pused to halt. Sookur and his uncle Seetaraum also accom-
panied us. They knew the country we proposed to travel
over, and, as before suid, no one equalled Sookur as a tracker,
aud he often came with me in my shooting trips, though he
would not take permanent ewmploy with me, as he had a
young and unruly wife, who would not leave her own village.

Sunday, 17th.—Sunday is always a lucky day with me
for shooting, and this proved no exception. We started at
half-past & AM., making our way across the jungles straight
for Baikee. We had scarcely crossed the river at Burpetal,
and entered the short grass on the opposite bank, when Jack-
son got a shot at a hog-deer, but did not bag. T also missed
one. We saw many buffaloes, but they were on the gui vive,
and we would not be at the trouble of following them up.
Wethen started a lot of marsh-deer, and in following them up
got separated. Made a lucky shot with the express, and
howled over the big stag of the herd and wounded another,
but lost it. 'Whilst I was quartering this deer (we had no
spare elephants with us, and had thus to carry what we shot
on our own elephants, slung on to the howdahs), Jackson
Jjoined me, having bagged a hog-deer. The stag 1 had killed
had very fine horns—eight tips to each—but they were in
velvet; but as the horus had just formed, we were enabled to
prescrve the head.  This being owr first march, we did not
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wish to remain out long, so made for camp in as direct a line
as we could. En route, Jackson killed a nice-sized boar for
the pot, and a buck sambur—the first I have seen shot in the
plains in Assam. As the latter was killed in a tope of trees
close to camp, we left it and sent back men to bring it in,
which they did. We reached Baikee at half-past 11 A.M.;
our traps had only just arrived. We put up in a small hut,
taking the precaution before going into it to knock down all
the sides. In this hot weather all one wants is a good roof
overhead, but any inclosures are a mistake, because they
exclude the wind. As there was a nice breeze blowing, with
a blazing sun overhead, we were soon en deshalille and com-
fortable enough. After breakfast we had a snooze, and when
we woke up there was news of a tiger having killed a cow
close by. We did not stir till 5 r.M.; we then got all our ele-
phants in a line between us, Jackson on the left flank and I
on the right ; with the exception of the two elephants which
we were riding, all the rest were bare-backed. 'We had not
advanced three hundred yards from our camp, when, in front
of us, but nearer Jackson than to me, out sprang a tiger, and
ran along through the short grass. The shot was a long and
difficult one, but Jackson let fly, and the tiger gave a roar
and imwmediately pulled up. I called out, *“ Well done,
Jackson—a good shot.,” With the exception of the patch of
grass in which the tiger was, the country was open all round.
We made the beating elephants form line touching one
_another, whilst we took up our positions in the open, one on
the left and the other on the right. When the beaters got
to within fifty or sixty yards of the tiger, he immediately
charged them, roaring loudly ; but as not one of them moved
—in fact, being jammed, they could not—he swerved and came
right at me, My elephant stood like a rock; I allowed him
to come within ten yards, and a shell in the chest rolled bim
over dead. T fired onec more shut into the chest o nake
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sure, but there was no need for it, as the tiger was quite
dead. On carefully examining the tiger, we found only my
two bullets, both shells, in him, and not the sign of a graze
seen to account for his roaring and pulling up when Jackson
fired at him, and it has been a puzzle to me ever since to
account for it. I can only attribute his doing so to his
having been on some previous occasion wounded; in fact,
there was an old scar on his shoulder, the remains of an old
gun-shot wound. He measured 9 feet 4 inches as he lay
dead ; height 2 feet 11 inches. 'We thus began luckily.

April 18th.—Started for Mina Muttee direct; fired at a
deer and a pig, but got neither. 'We arrived at 11 a.M., and
our traps at 12, Had great difficulty in getting food
here for our camp, though the people ought to have known
me well by this time, as 1 had not only supplied themn on
various occasions with quantities of rhinoceros and buffalo-
meat gratis, but had paid with my own hands anything they
had chosen to demand for the supplies they brought in.
But there is a curious custom in Assam: the villagers will
only sell either at the bazaars held weekly at some appointed
place, or when they arc ordered to do so by some native
official. Seetaram and Sookur they knew well, yet we could
get nothing without a fuss. As the stream here is always
cool we did “ buffalo” in it for some considerable time, and
cooled our beer also in it. )

April 19th—We started very early for the Monass, for
Matagoorie. I rode to-day a very old mucknah elephant
belonging to the 43rd. He is a very steady brute, but so
slow that it is heart-breaking being .on him in chase of a
wounded animal. I don’t suppose he could go beyond two
miles an hour however hard he might be pushed. After
starting we changed our ninds about going to the Monass
to-day, and beat about the jungles in the vicinity of the
village. 'We got on to the track of a rhinoceros, hut he was
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wide-awake, and gave Jackson a long shot only, and, though
hard hit, got away. We saw many herds of marsh-deer, but
as the bucks have no horns they are in hiding. I shot a
couple of deer, and Jackson one, for camp use, and two pig
for the Cacharies.

The game about here has been a good deal frightened
away. There are several native shikarees about, who fire at
everything with inadequate charges, slightly wound them, do
not recover the game, and disturb the jungles to such an
extent that there is no getting near anything.

April 20th—We started definitely for Baghdooar to-day.
T was on the miucknah again. We went a long way without
seeing anything, but nearing a fine tope of trees, a sort of
oasis in the surrounding grass expanse, Jackson fired at a
marsh-buck, but missed. I then came upon two others,
beckoned to Jackson, and killed them both. Their horns were
in velvet and useless, as the bone or horn had not formed.
Beyond this tope we came upon a rhinoceros’ track, and
following up carefully, after a long trudge we came upon it,
fast asleep in the bed of a nullah, without even a blade of
grass to screen it from the sun. The brute lcoked like a
huge pig fast asleep, the head towards us, and in the position
it was lying no vital spot was exposed. I was nearest to the
brute, but hesitated to fire ; at last Sookur had the sense to
whistle, which awoke the sleeping beauty, and on its lifting
its head Jackson and I let fly at its chest. It sprang up, and
in its confusion it ran right towards us, making its peculiar
noise, something between grunting and squealing ; but it was
dead in o few seconds, as our battery proved too much for it,
‘We each had four heavy rifles in the howdah.

Shortly afterwards we came across a herd of buffaloes,
killed two, and wounded several. 'We then breakfasted and
rested for half an hour, and after that resumed our journey.
Jackson made a good shot and killed a deer. We then went
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a long way, and when within sight of Matagoorie I saw a
huge rhinoceros standing under a large tree. Tts head was
protected by the trunk, but I could see its shoulder nicely.
1 got to within forty yards, and my first shot from the two-
groove Lang knocked it down. I fired two more shots as it
lay strugeling on the ground, but the more T fired the more
lively it rot It recovered its legs, and went off at a slow
trot; and I went in chase, and kept firing as fast as T could
load ; but owing to the slowness of the elephant T could not
get an inch nearer, and it kept some fifty yards ahead of me.
The dense jungle was only a hundred yards in front of it, and
once in that 1 was pretty certain to lose my quarry; but at
this critical moment up came Jackson on a fast elephant,
overhauled it, and killed it. This was one of the largest
rhinocerog T have ever seen, and I got down and measured
it. Extreme length from snout to tip of tail, 13 feet 4
inches; height at shounlder, 6 feet 2 inches; length of horn,
13 mches. Being close to camp | went straight to it, but
Jackson went oft' to the right, and came upon another huge
rhinoceros, fired seven shots at it, reduced it to a walk, but as
it got into a tangled Lrake he lost it, and though we searched
for it next day, we never recovered it. Jackson reached
camp at 4 PM. We then went down to the Monass and
trolled for mahseer. Jackson caught the first fish——one
about 6 1hs. in weight. T then caught three, weighing 19, 8,
25 Ihs. each. The mahouts that went to bring in the head
of the hig rhinoceros I had killed came across a tiger eating
a deer both going aud coming back, and wanted us to go
after it, but as it was all but dark we declined, but promised
to look it up in the morning. We had pitched our tents
too close to the Monass, and as it blew the usual turnado, we
had several inches of sand over us and in our beds in the
morning ; s0o we moved our camp further back out of the
influence of this deadly breeze,
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Aprid 215t —Very foolishly, instead of going after the tiger
first, I gave in to Jackson, and we went after his rhinoceros ;
but his mahout never succeeded in finding the tangled brake
into which he had disappeared the previous evening. After
wasting several lours in searching fruitlessly, we got on to
fresh tracks and followed them up, bul up to nine o'clock
we saw nothing. Suddenly as we were passing a narrow
strip of grass jungle, Jackson caught sight of a rhinoceros
and fired into it. The wounded one began to spin round
and round and to grunt and squeal in a manner peculiar to
thinoceros, and T should say a dozen others joined in the
noise. 1 never heard <uch a pandemonium in my life, and
this lasted fully five minutes; and whilst it was going on,
not one of our elephants would stir a step forward. The
grass was so dense and high, that even when the elepbants
were persuaded to go intoat, I hesitated, because the risk of
getting them cut was so great, and the rhinoceras appeared
1o be 50 numerous and frenzied that 1 fully expected a battle
royal. Not 1o 1un any risks, we went some way off, and told
some men to <et the grass on fire and to bwrn towartls us;
but though the grass looked as dry as tinder, yet it would not
burn; so we sat down to breakfast under a tree on a high
piece of land close to where the rhinoceros had disappeared.
Defore we had half finished, a mahout ran up saying there
was a rhinoceros 3¢ big as an clephant feeding close ly. We
left our meal, mounted our elephants, and went towards the
pomt indicated. We soon saw an immense rhinoceros; he
wis so intent on feeding, we thought we could get up to him
on our animals without being perceived. There was a nullah
vlose by, mto wluch we could have got, and by crawling
nlong its bed we could have got within five yards of the
monster feeding on its bank; but instead of doing so ad-
vanced together against our foe. We got to within sixty
yards, when the rhinoceros looked up and immediately turned
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to bolt. He got two barrels from each of us, rolled down the
nullah side, picked himself up at the bottom, and ran away
as lively as if he had not been touched. We followed some
way, but seeing from the way the pachyderm was legging it
that it was a hopeless task, we hurried back to the strip,
where Jackson had wounded one before breakfast. In this
we formed line and advanced very slowly and cautiously.
Keeping the elephants well together, almost immediately
a rhinoceros, followed by a butcha, charged Jackson, whose
elephant swerved, but not before Jackson had fired two shots
and turned the rhinoceros towards me. I also gave her two
shots, and she ran about fifty yards and dropped dead. (ioing
on I found myself in the midst of a whole herd of rhinoceros;
there were probably ten or twelve rhinoceros in the grass and
five or six immediately round me, all making their diabolical
noises, at hearing which elephants generally go mad with
funk, become ungovernable and bholt; but the old mucknah
I was on never moved. Firing quickly, I wounded at least
four, and had just time to reluad my battery, when I had one
brute charging me on the left, another on the right, and one
in the rear, and several others making feints all round, and
I fired as quickly as I could snatch up the rifles. I had four
rifles and my smooth-bore with me, and I emptied every one
before I was quit of my foes. One pertinacious devil did
not give up the ghost until my very last shot, and the result
was that two rhinoceros lay dead upon the ground, two
more went away severely wounded, and several others
were hit. Had my elephant not stood like a rock he
must have come to grief, and as it was [ had the greatest
diffieulty in restraining Nookur, who wanted to follow up the
wounded before I was reloaded—indeed I bad to threaten to
punch his head before I could keep him within bounds, I
have never seen such a lot of rhinoceros together before or
since, nor heard such an infernal din as they created. Jackson
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joined me just as the last of my foes was retiring, and he
fired into two or three, but did not bring any down. We
re-formed line, and beat the long strip of grass-jungle. We
again came across several, and dropped one more, but the
others got into a tree-jungle so interlaced with creepers that
elephants could not go in after them, and they escaped us,
but not the natives who were following us, as they got
three. We then went back aud took the horns of those we had
killed, when suddenly a three-parts grown rhinoceros charged
me. I turned him with two shots; he then bore down upon
Jackson, whose elephant turned tail and bolted, followed in
full chase by the rhinoceros. Jackson, owing to the pace at
which his elephant was bolting, could not shoot straight, and
after missing several times he dropped it, but not before it
had closed with and struck his elephant ; but fortunately the
brute was too much done to use his tushes, and the elephant
was uninjured. Jackson got cut and bruised sbout in the
howdah and he must have had anything but a happy time of it
whilst being chased. Wanting meat for the camp, en route
back I killed a hog-deer and a pig. Jackson wounded a pig,
but lost it.

In the evening we went out fishing ; Jackson caught two
mahseer weighing 20 and 12 Ib. each; and I also caught two
194 and 6 1b.; and on the whole we had a good day’s sport.

April 22nd. —Jackson was very seedy all last night, so it
was late before we started. We saw nothing till after cross-
ing the Gatee nullah; we then saw a large rhinoceros, but he
was too wide awake and escaped unscathed. Shortly after-
wards we saw another, and stalked him beautifully; and as
be entered a clump of trees, we went round and met him face
to face, and killed him at once. This was a very large rhino-
ceros with a good horn, but the latter had been injured in
some way, and the root of it was full of maggots, the stench
dreadful, and in & few days the horn would have tumbled off
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altogether, and in time & new one would have grown in its
place. We went on to the Pohomarah river, and crossed it ;
but as it had little or no water, we gave up all idea of halt-
ing on its banks. In a clump of trees I saw a mithun, the
Assamese appellation for a bison (Bos Gaurus), but they use
the same word for the gyal as well. I fired two shots, and
hit it hard ; it left blood behind, but got into such a tangled
forest that I could not follow it, and lost it. Going home we
saw several sambur, but would not fire at them as they were
does. Jackson shot a hog-deer near camp. In the evening
we went out fishing; Jackson caught two, 26, 71b. each.
I caught two, 17, 91b. each. We each lost two fish.

April 23rd—We moved camp to-day: slight rain during
the night and early in the morning. We went a long way
without seeing anything, but at last fired at a marsh-deer, and
soon afterwards came across the marks of a rhinoceros: fol-
lowed it up, came across it and hit it, but lost it in a patch of
tree-jungle. As rhinoceros’ tracks were plentiful we left the
decr alone, though we saw lots of them, and amongst them
several bucks, but with their horns in velvet. In following
up fresh marks, we came upon a rhinoceros lying down in a
river. I fired and hit hard; it ran up the bank towards us
and we killed it without difficulty. T then came upon a bear
and killed it with two shots. Jackson then wounded a
rhinoceros, but it got away. I soon afterwards saw a rhino-
ceros in the bed of another nullah, and knocked it twice over,
bat it got away after all. It passed Jackson's orderly, a
Goorkha, and received two shots, but got away from him
also, and disappeared in the neighbouring long grass. We
also came upon a fine mucknah elephant, but of course did not
molest it. Jackson also hit a large bull buffalo, but lost it. Our
servants came across two rhinoceros and a big elephant ; the
latter they had to fire at, as it seemed pugnaciously inclined.
In the evening we again went out. We got a marsh-deer
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and a cow buffalo ; the latter with horns ten feet six inches
round the curve. We halted at Basharee, where there is
a deliciously cold stream.

April 24th—It rained a good deal all night and in the
carly morning, and our sheds were swamped. We went out
about 8, and sent Seetaram and the orderly to look up the
wounded rhinoceros. Instead of doing so, they followed
up fresh tracks and spoilt our day’s sport by disturbing the
country ahead of us. We saw to-day an immense herd of
buffaloes, and amongst them some bulls with huge horns;
but as the ground was quite open, we could not get any-
where near them. Whilst endeavouring to circumvent them,
I came across a bear; rolled it over, but lost it. After trudg-
ing a long way, we came upon the fresh marks of a rhino-
ceros ; Sookur followed them up. The heat was awful, and
there was not the least shade or a cloud in the sky. Asis
usual, the rhinoceros had been feeding in a circle, so the task
of hunting him to his lair was a tedious one. Jackson gave
it up in disgust and got under a tree, whilst I went on, and
in about half an hour came upon it lying down in a patch
of long grass, and as it jumped up I killed it with two shots
in the shoulder. We then came to a very heavy belt of
jungle, and out of it ran a rhinoceros and its young. As
we were anxious to catch the butcha, we killed the mother,
but unfortunately one of Jackson’s conicals ricochetted off
the dead beast into its young one, and wounded it so badly
that it had to be destroyed, Our men filled two bottles
with the rhinoceros’ milk, and I first tasted it. It was very
weak and very sweet—very like, I should say, to a woman’s
milk in the earlier stage of nursing. Going home, looking
down the narrow bed of a steep nullah, I saw a rhinoceros
lying down at the bottom, with its feet in the air; and think-
it was dead and one of those we had lost yesterday, 1 called
out to Jackson, “Here is one of our rhinoceros” No
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sooner had I spoken than up jumped the rhinoceros and
came up the bank straight at me. Fortunately, for the first
time, the mucknah, to avoid the charge, spun round and
escaped being cut. In another moment the rhinoceros was
lying dead.

April 25th—Moved camp to Kalugoun, a short march.
‘We came across fresh marks of rhinoceros, but being tired
of slaughtering them, did not follow them up. We crossed
one fine river and several smaller strcams. Near our huts
we bagged a marsh-deer, and Jackson killed a florikan. In
the evening we again went oui, and Jackson killed another
marsh-deer, and we saw many florikans, but they were so
wild, we could not get within shot of them ; but as the heat
and gadflies were very trying, we did not exert ourselves
much to-day to get sport.

Apri 26th—Rain eagain during the night and morning.
Moved camp to Battubaree : found the country very difficult
to traverse owing to the numerous nullahs and water-courses
we had to cross. There must have been very many years
ago a large inhubited tract where now there is only a howl-
ing wilderness. The irrigation channels we came across
were numerous and very difficult to get across. We saw
some deer and partridges, and killed a few of each.

Apri 27th—Went over the lime localities. There is a good
deal of lime about, but it is very scattered, ehd will scarcely
repay to collect it. We saw a wild elephant and many
marsh-deer ; and the people reported that wild cattle—a
cross between the gyal and zebu—were in the vicinity, but
we saw none. Near home we put up a large rhinoceros,
and killed at the first discharge; and the result of our ex-
perience is, that although they are far easier to kill than
buffaloes, yet the elephants funk them more.

April 28th—Moved to Paka Marah. Near every village
there were numbers of cattle lying about dead, a result of
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the usual cattle plague so prevalent in Assam. Near one
village a tiger had dragged away a dead carcass; we fol-
lowed up a short way, but not coming across our royal foe,
resumed our journey. We saw lots of florikan, but they
were very wild, and we could not get within shot of them,
but of deer we did not see one, though generally they were
here in dozens.

April 29th—We marched to Kumblepore. The stream
which supplies this place with water had dried up, so we
had great difficulty in getting water for ourselves, camp,
and elephants.

April 30th—We went to Rungiah, and we shot a deer and
several partridges en route, but as the heat was awful, we
were glad to get home and do “buffalo” early. Thus ended
our trip of fifteen days. Had we been masters of our own
time, by halting a day here and there we might have
doubled our bag; but after all we did not do badly.

Jackson, having still a balance of time to the good, went
out to Kookooriah, Barry’s garden, where between them
they killed a fine rhinoceros, with a horn 13 inches long,
and weighing 2} seers, besides wounding and losing two
others, and bagging various deer and buffaloes.

I was out later in this bheel, and came across numerous
dead buffaloes and bison lying about the bheel, victims of the
cattle disease. I stalked two bison, but missed them both;
and shot a few buffaloes and deer; and collecting the entire
skeletons of two bison, and a bull and a cow buffalo and
two rhinoceros and several marsh-deer, I sent them to the
Calcutta Museum.

June found me again at Kookooriah in company with
French, the superintendent of police, and Gordon, a neigh-
bouring tea-planter, The first day only French and I went
out. We killed two buffaloes; one charged me viciously, and
though she got the full benefit of my heavy battery, she
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never swerved, but struck my elephant on the forearm with
only her forehead, the horns passing on either side, and in-
flicting no damage : two more shots killed her. Sitting in
Barry’s house, situated on a feelok or hill overlooking the
swamp, we could see buffaloes, pigs, and deer feeding every
day, and occasionally elcphants, and now and then a tiger or
bison. The next day we went to visit a deserted tea-garden,
and on passing by a clump of grass a vicious old bull buffalo
with one horn charged us, without any provocation on our
part, but we killed it before it could do any harm.

The next day it rained a good deal, so Barry and I re-
mained at home looking on, whilst Gordon and French went
out. We could see everything quite distinctly from the
verandah. They got into the midst of a herd of buffaloes and
killed five, but one old bull stood at bay, charged French’s
elephant, which spun round and bolted, nearly throwing his
rider out of the howdah. French fired a shot or two, but had
to hold on to the howdah to prevent himself being pitched
out, 8o the bull had it all his own way. He chased French
for upwards of two hundred yards, giving the elephant an
occasional prod behind to induce it to keep at its full pace,
but inflicting no serious wounds. When the elephant reached
an open piece of ground the bull buffalo pulled up and
retreated, but French's elephant would not stop till it reached
the foot of our hill, and nothing would induce her to go back:
so the bull escaped, as he well deserved. To us, who were
looking on, the scene was most ludicrous—French holding on
like grim death, the elephant shrieking and bolting, and the
bull prodding her behind! We langhed till we cried.

In July I had to go along the trunk road to note dowu the
high water levels. The task was a very unpleasant one, as the
country was flooded, and it poured with rain every day, and
1 had very little sport. At Luckeepore the rajah got together
some boats, and we went out shooting in them across the
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inundated country. The Assamese had only spears and
dhaws. I took one rifle only, for fear of being upset. I did
not interfere with their sport much, as I wished to see how
it was conducted. These boats are propelled by a dozen men;;
they draw very little water. We went along till we reached
small islets, covered with long grass; these were bits of land
higher than the surrounding country, and though they looked
dry they had actually a foot or so of water over them. As
we approached one of them the men began to yell, and three
marsh and two hog-deer ran out and began to swim for their
lives, but were speedily killed one after the other.

We went on with various luck till some eight or nine deer
had been killed; we then had a chase after three buffaloes,
but as we passed the clump out of which they had started
the old bull, who had remained behind, charged us, We were
only in water about two feet deep, and that was ne hindrance
to him, so he came at us full pelt. The men tried to pull into
the deep water, but he was too quick for them, and as he
closed 1 fired and floored him close to us—so close that the
boat was nearly swamped by the water which came in by the
splash he made. DBut he was by no means dead; one of the
Assamese speared him as we passed by, and I gave him
another shot, but he was up again and after us. Before 1
could load, he struck the boat, nearly upsetting us. The men
jumped out, but be took no notice of them, but prodded the
boat again. I also jumped out, as shooting out of the
rickety old boat was impossible. The water was not up to
my waist, 80 I got a good shot at the infuriated beast’s chest,
which proved & sickener, as he turned and gave me a shoulder
shot; he then ran back a little way and fell down to rise no
more. Whilst this scrimmage was going on, the other boats
were in full chase of the three other buffaloes. Of these they
only killed one ; the others got into shallow water and galloped
away. We went on for several miles, beating all likely
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looking spots, getting here a hog, in others a hog-deer, now
and then a marsh-deer. One rhinoceros was started, but it got
away. At last, about three o’clock, there was a yell, and several
boats went in full chase of what proved to be a tiger. We were
nearly the last, and I urged my men to pull, as I wanted to see
a tiger speared in this way. All the Assamese boats were
vying with one another and trying who should get up first,
and yelling most discordantly. We were nearing fast, when
a man in the leading boat threw a spear, which apparently
missed ; another was thrown which struck the tiger. It
immediately roared or growled and turned towards the boat,
but was greeted with a shower of spears which turned it. It
was swimming in deep water, but not far ahead it was quite
shallow, and the object of the men was to kill it before it
could get there. They not only threw their spears, but using
them as lances thrust away at its beautiful hide. Once it
got hold of the side of the boat and nearly upset it, but got
o blow from & dhaw that laid open the head and made it let
go. Still the tiger, though covered with wounds and dyeing
the water all round with its blood, swam strongly; but what
with its roaring, growling, and now and then gurgling as it
was thrust under water, and the yells and screams of its
assailants, the scene was an exceedingly savage one. By this
time I was close up; the tiger got to the shallow, ran a little
way, and then charged at the prow of the boat. Fearing
some injury, I thought it was now time for me to interfere, so
I fired, but from the unsteadiness of my boat my first shot
misged. By this time the tiger had seized the prow of the
boat and was worrying it, taking no notice of the men.
Telling my men to leave off rowing and to steady the boat,
I put my second shot through the tiger's head, which killed
it on the spot. It turned out to be a tigress, 8 feet 3 inches,
but its skin was utterly ruined, owing to the numerous spear-
wounds. We got home at five with thirteen deer, five pigs,
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two buffaloes, and one tiger. I wanted to see this kind of
sport once; I can't say I care for it, but it is very exciting
whilst it lasts, and looks very dangerous, yet I believe very
few accidents occur.

As the rajah was going to send his koonkies {o catch
elephants, he asked me whether I should like to go, and of
course I said yes. We went beyond Tikri Killah towards
Bengaligunge or Hit. My elephant had a pad on it, the rest
had only ropes. This mode of sport has been described
elsewhere. I was with them when they caught two elephants,
but I believe they caught in all eight, of which two were
strangled outright, and four others died of mortification
afterwards.



CHAPTER VI

Axis (spotted deer).—Dancing-girls at Hazoo,.—0ld Burmese Fort.—Wild
animals within the same.—Directions for ohtaining good sport.—Tawe
clephant trying to escape.—Sporting baboo.—Dead tigress in swamp.—
Buffaloes.— Rhinoceros, &e.

T nap often heard rumours of spotted deer being found in
Assam, but though I had travelled across the country more
than most men, I bad only come across one, on the banks of the
Monass near Matagoorie, and as I knew they were plentiful on
the west bank of that river, I concluded that the one I shot on
the east bank was a stray one, but as I had to go along the
foot of the Bhootan Hills T thought I would look for them,
and for the wild cattle said to be found at their base. T was
not successful, but the country we travelled over was very in-
teresting, and there were lots of deer and small game about,
and we heard tigers calling to each other nearly every night,
as this is their season for pairing.

Thomas, of the Police, accompanied me, We started on
the 18th of February, and the first day went to Herraparah,
where 1 was detained that and the next day on professional
work. This neighbourhood is famouns for florikan, partridge,
buffaloes, deer, and occasionally tigers.

February 20th.—Marched to Hazoo, a very sacred spot,
where Bhooteahs, Hindoos, and cven Mussulmans go to worship
nominally, but the real attraction is, I believe, the numerous
gangs of dancing-girls, the only ones in Lower Assam. These
are said to live in villages by themselves, no men being
allowed to live with them. Like all dancing-girls these are
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prostitutes, but confine themselves to visiting only natives.
They are a fine, handsome race, the only good-looking, well-
made women I have seen in Assam.

En routeto our camp Thomas shot a teal, and missed a bird
that looked to me very like a woodcock; I hunted for it
everywhere, but could not flush it again. We pitched our
camp outside the village, and in the evening the people came
and asked us to shoot a tiger, which had killed a cow in a
cane-brake in the midst of their village. We went out;
there was the dead bullock, sure enough, just killed, but not
a gign of the tiger, or more probably a panther, as I shot one
here afterwards. We went on to an extensive bheel and saw
another kill, but could not find the tiger. In this bheel I shot
ten ducks and two Lirds very like ducks, differing in the bill
only, but when flying they could not be distinguished from
ducks. The Assamese said they were far better than ducks
to eat, so we had them cooked. I thought them abominable,
but my comrade ate his with relish! We saw thousands of
geese, but could not get near them. We saw a lot of florikan
as we were going home, but they were too wild to shoat.

Feb. 21st—We had great difficulty in getting coolies to
take our traps. Had news of a fresh kill in the village,
and thoroughly scarched the cane-brake, but saw nothing,
nor did the elephants show any sigus of fear. We then
went to the bhecl, and beat all the grass round 1its edges,
but saw no marks of a tiger, though it must have been
somewhere near, as the kill of last night had becn entirely
devoured. We had to go through water nearly the whole
march., We saw thousands of geese and ducks. At one
bheel I shot a florikan and a duck; further on we came
to another bheel black with water-fow], took advantage of
a herd of cattle to stalk up to them, and with our four-
barrels knocked over eight ducks, three of them being pin-
tail, which are not very plentiful in Assam. During the



140 SPORT IN ASSAM, THE COSSYAH HILLS, ETC.

remainder of the day we got six or eight more ducks and
teal, and came across the tamest batch of wild geese I have
yet seen. They allowed the villagers to fish with baskets
within twenty yards of them ; they did not seem to mind us
either, but we could not get within shot, except by wading
up to our middles, and that we did not care to do. We
reached Kumblepure at 3, after a fatiguing march of fifteen
miles through water.

Feb, 22nd.—We beat over the ground where Baker and
Masters of the Police shot two tigers last year, but saw nothing.
As our elephants had undergone a hard day’s work yesterday
we gave them a rest for the greater part of the day.

Feb. 23rd —To Rungiah: no shooting en route.

Feb. 24th—To Kumblepore ; we went off the road shooting.
About two miles from Rungiah there is an old fortified town,
which I strongly suspect the Burmese had constructed during
their occupation of the country, as it is exactly built on the
plans of their own towns; it is about two miles square, sur-
rounded by high earthen ramparts; a river runs through the
centre. This place when I first saw it in 1867 was quite
deserted on account of man-eating tigers, but now several
small villages had sprung up; but still there are numerous
pea-fowl, deer, partridges, and occasionally buffaloes to be
found within this inclosure. Nor had the tigers deserted it,
8s a tiger had killed early this morning no less than four
bullocks ; none of them had been eaten, and as there was not
much jungle about, we beat for him a good three hours, but
could not find him. The ground was unfavourable for ele-
phants, consisting of a series of mounds thrown up by worms,
over which elephants can only travel with great difficulty;
but I have no doubt it was there all the while, but succeeded
in dodging us amongst these mounds, as I killed one here on
my next trip in very nearly the same spot. I got to-day six
black partridges and Thomas two florikan and & hare.
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Feb, 25th—To Doorgagung—ten miles. Saw a lot of
florikan and deer, but they were too wild to shoot. We
came across a herd of marsh-deer, wounded several, but lost
them all. T shot some partridges. Here there are three
rivers : these join lower down and form the Rungiah river.
Limestone is found here, but the difficulty is to transport it
to Gowhatty.

Feb. 26th—To Jargoan: went through frightful jungle,
full of pitfalls. We fortunately took a guide with us or
we might have come to grief. I killed a hog-deer, two hares,
and five black partridges, and two marsh partridges ; saw lots
of florikan, but could not get near them. There are lots of bears
in this vicinity, but we could not come across any. Here we
ought to have turned off to go to the ground where spotted
deer are found. The following are the directions sent to me
by Mr. Driberg, in charge of this district for many years,
and who was a very successful sportsman :—“From Gaibaree
go straight across country to Atasikhat tea-gardens, eight
miles off. Good hog-deer and small-game shooting the whole
way, and every chance of a tiger along the river beds. There
is & bungalow there. Thence go to Benbari; good road;
twelve miles. There is a bungalow there. Thence beat
straight up to Hatti Muttee Kochghar. If you go south of
Bonguronghar you will get lots of marsh-deer. Leaving
Benbari early, you will get to Hatti Muttee Kochghar by
2 pM. Here there are spotted deer. No bungalow here,
nor is there a village. 1t is on the Nonai River, where it
debouches out of the hills into the plains. Get hold of
Mattie Mouzadar of Benbari. He will be able to give a lot
of information and to send shikarees with you. In Jargoan-
mouzah, on the Boree Nuddee, there is good bird- and hare-
shooting. If you cross the Maji Koochie, you will get first-rate
hog-deer and florikan shooting.” My time not being my
own, I was reluctantly compelled to give up this programme
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and to return to Gowhatty direct, shooting en route eight
partridges, three hares, three florikan.

March 25th saw me at Luckeepore. I had shot a few
dcer en route, but had not delayed.

March 26th and 27th—1 was busy with work, and on the
28th marched to Doobree. When we reached the chur oppo-
site, as we were beating along with eleven elephants in
line, we saw another line of ten elephants advancing towards
us. On meeting we found the opposition party consisted of
a sporting baboo from Malwa, with elephants borrowed from
the Moorshedabad Rajah ; he had been out six weeks, and had
beaten the churs from Bugwah and Singhamaree to Ioobree
and had bagged some seven or eight tigers; one of them was
described as a very savage one, charging prior to being shot
at. He had had a shot that morning at a tiger, but hed
missed. We joined and formed line, keeping the elephants
not more than five yards apart, and in fair line. The baboo
took the centre of the line; T was on the right, and Smart,
my assistant, on the left. The baboo talked English ; he was
dressed in regular Bengalec-baboo style, half English, half
native. He had a pith helmet un. He had a large battery,
but no two guns or rifles of the same bore. Of course he
had & man behind him to load. We beat to the end of the
chur without sceing anything except a few pigs. We then
right-about faced and beat back. We had gone but a short
way when the baboo fired at and killed a boar. We went on
beating, hut as there appeared no prospect of our coming
across tigers, and wishing to try the effecte of a shell
from the express, I fired at a boar; it fell to the shot, but
picked itself up and went off on three legs. We were
thinking of following when there was a cry of a tiger
having broken back.

As I have said before, the elophants were in excellent
line, and not above five yards apart, yet they had passed this
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tiger lying down and not one had trumpeted! We faced
about at once, and instead of beating back steadily off went
the bahoo and Smart in full chase, breaking the line and
firing at distances varying from 500 to 600 yards! I yelled
at them till I was hoarse and then gave up, perfectly dis-
gusted. Of course the tiger escaped, and when these two
ardent sportsmen (?) were heartily tired they pulled up, and
it took us half-an-hour more to collect the elephants together
and to re-form line. The heat was awful, and directly we
came to a piece of water every man and beast was busy
drinking, bathiug, and cooling himself. I got tired of this,
and going up the bank met a large tiger face to face. As he
turned to bolt T gave him a shell in the side from the
express and called ont to the others to form line as I had
wounded a tiger. This, after a while was done. We had
not advanced twenty paces when the tiger staggered up
quite stupidly to Smart, who put a couple of bullets into his
head, on which he subsided. On measurement as he lay
dead he was O fect 4 inches, but a high, bulky brute. The
babioo wanted to make out this was the one he and Smart had
chased, and wanted to claim it, but even his own mahouts
laughed at his pretensions, sv he did not insist on his claim.
Whilst we were padding this tiger, one of my elephants, which
1 had lately purchased, walked off’ and made for the hills, and
Smart and 1 had te leave off shooting and go after him, and
after & weary chase we recaptured it. Its mahout, contrary
to orders, had got off its back, and it had sneaked away whilst
we were busy with the tiger, and did its best to escape. One
of our elephants, a tusker, had our breakfast on his back, and
its mahout, finding a brother of his with the baboo, quietly
left us and followed the baboo to his camp, six or seven miles
away from us, taking our breakfast with him. We got back
to our camp at three, and had nothing to eat till four, and
our missing mahout with his elephant did not turn wp till
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next day, when we gave him something to teach him better
behaviour in futare.

March 29th—This morning we again visited the chur,
and beat up to the baboo’s encampment, which was at the
very extremity of the chur, without seeing anything. The
baboo was not present, as he had crossed over to Doobree to
see the Gairapore Rajah. We ascertained that after we had
left him yesterday in chase of our runaway elephant, that he
had come across two tigers, and had killed one, a tigress, with
one ball, and we also saw the skins of those he had killed
before meeting us. We breakfasted there and beat back.
About half-way back, at the very water I had shot the tiger
at yesterday, 1 saw a large tiger get out of the water and walk
slowly along. I halted the line and gave him time to settle
down. There was not much jungle, so I knew he would not
go far. We then formed line, beat backwards and forwards,
then in circles, yet for a long while we could not come
across our friend. At last T saw the grass moving in front
of me, and beckoning to Smart to wheel up, we got the tiger
well within a horse-shoe, the open portion of the horse-shoe
being free of jungle; so he must either cross that and give
us good shots, or charge through our line. This latter he
apparently preferred doing, and charged down upon me. As
he showed himself, I gave him both barrels from the express,
flooring him, and he rolled over under®one of the most
cowardly of our elephants, who, however, did not move or
show any signs of fear. Before the smoke cleared away, the
tiger picked himself up, and broke back. I gave him a
parting shot as he disappeared, but though we beat for him
for hours, we never saw him again. The place was full of
ruts and pretty high grass, though it did not extend very far.
The whole country had recently been burnt, and though we
went round this patch of grass, we could not see any foot-
murks to warrant us in supposing it had got away; but
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whether it died or whether it hid in one of the ruts I can-
not say ; but we did not bag him.

Marck 30th.—Marched to Chow Rewah. After we had
gone some two miles en route, some villagers asked us to
shoot a tiger, which had killed three cows the evening before.
So we went with them, a long way out of our line, saw the
kills, but despaired of finding the tigers in such ground, as
there was but a strip of long grass, bordering a jeel, which
was a quaking bog and impenetrable to our elephants; and
I thought it, from its very swampy nature, an unlikely place
for a tiger to take up its ahode, but as the kills were there,
we thought it as well to try for their slayer. So forming line,
we went through the grassy patch, and reached the very edge
of the quagmire, without seeing or hearing anything of the
tiger, and were just turning back, when the silly tigress, as it
turned out to be, charged me, coming through the quagmire on
the top of the tangled grass, without apparently sinking in. I
fired two shots. When hit hy the first she spun round, but
on the second catching her in the side she came at us, hut
she was so well received that she beat a retreat into the
swamp. As we could not see her, I fired at the moving
grass, and suddenly all movement ceased. I did not know
whether the animal was dead or only lying perdu, but knew
she had not got away, as, with the exception of this swamp,
the country was quite open all round; and though we took
the guddee off an elephant and tried to force it into the
swamp, it could not go, but sank at once, and we had great
difficulty in extricating it from its dangerous position. We
took an occasional shot in the hopes of inducing the tigress
to move and show us her position, but all was still as death.
At last we got long bamboos from the village, and laid them
down on the reeds in the swamp, forming a sort of floating
bridge ; and along this, strongly against my wishes and even
orders, & Mussulman mahout ventured, beating the jungle

VOL. Il L
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down in front and on either side of him as he advanced with
a bamboo. My heart was in my mouth, and I had the gun
full cock, covering him, and expecting every moment to hear
a rush and see him attacked, but fortunately the tigress was
stone-dead, half buried in the water and mud. Tying a rope
to one of her legs, my elephant dragged her to shove, and
we soon padded her, and continued our route, and reached
our camp at 2. Found all our traps had gone to a wrong
village, and we had to send for them. In the cvening and
carly next day, we beat about for two tigers, that had been
killing cattle in the vicinity, but dil not succeed in finding
them ; and the next day we went on to Goalparah, where we
had work to attend to.

In Burmah May is the best month for shooting, but in
Assam I think April or March, especially for tigers. The
grass in Assam is burnt earlier, and the rains set in also
earlier. So by May the new grass is nearly as high as the
old which has been burnt.

May 8th.— Barry, Anley (superintendent of police), and
myself started for the Monass. The elephants gave us a good
deal of trouble at starting, some refusing to cross the river, and
others swimming back after they had reached the opposite
bank. Marching steadily along we reached Bogalir on the
12th. Here Anley and I had a long swim in the river, and
after we had finished, Campbell, the Assistant Commissioner,
told us a child had been carried away and a wowman injured
by au alligator a few days before at that identical spot. We
did not bathe in that river again.

May 13th.—From Bogalir to Battabarie we shot a few deer
en route. The next day we were very busy, and only shot a
pig and'a hog-deer for tho pot. We saw florikan, but they
were very wild,

May 15th.—Moved to Kalleegoung, over the worst country
1 ever saw—-a frightful swamp nearly the whole way. Before
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we reached the swamp, we heard a marsh-deer call, and T
went after it. I saw two marks parallel to each other in the
grass, and pointing them out to Campbell, thinking they were
deer marks, I went on. I did not come across my deer, but
Campbell, following up the tracks, put up a couple of bears.
He fired several shots at them, but did not bag either. I
could render no assistance, as I was too far away. The bears
escaped. The gadfiies to-day were very bad.

May 16th—Moved to Kumlabaree. When we were about
halfway saw rhinoceros’ tracks, and on following them up
beard a splashing in the bed of a nullah, and on looking
down saw a fine large rhinoceros. The banks were very
steep, so he was caught in a regular trap. We all fired, and
in a few seconds- he was dead. As this was the first rhino-
ceros Anley had ever fired at or seen, we gave him the horn,
a very fine one, 12 inches long, 1} seers in weight. 'We saw
very little game. The grass was very high, and the gadflies
nearly drove us mad, and made our elephants very unsteady.
At the Pobo-Marah Campbell killed a cow buffalo with horns
10 feet 4 inches. We reached camp early. Anley and I
breakfasted sitting in the nullah with umbrellas over our
heads. We found that much cooler and pleasanter than the
tent. Campbell went out again in the evening, and brought
home a hog-deer.

May 17th—DBarry and Campbell went one way, Anley and
I another. We started very early—before 5.30 A.M. Not
far from camp Anley fired at and hit a bear. We hunted it
for some time; it made several charges at us, and funked
our elephants thoroughly, and eventually escaped. I do not
know what the cause was, but our elephants behaved dis-
gracefully all this trip. I think the excessive heat and the
gadflies had something to say to it, but we lost nearly every
animal we wounded. Further on we came upon a rhinoceros,
and both our elephants bolted. One went one way, &I%d mine,

L
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bolting along the rhinoceros’ path, was followed by him, and
in his fright nearly fell into a deep pit with me. I fired at
it as it was running behind us and hit it, but it swerved, got
into very heavy grass, and we lost it. We followed up
numerous other tracks, but all the beasts had retired into very
heavy jungle, into which it was no use going. Leaving this,
we followed the course of the Poho-Marah river, and came
upon a ghinoceros, with only his head above water. He jumped
up when he saw us, but was killed almost instantaneously.
We saw seven buffaloes and a lot of deer, but got none,
Campbell and Barry came across three rhinoceros, and killed
one with a fair horn.

May 18th.—We moved to the Monass to-day, and, odd to
say, got nothing to shoot at. o

May 19th.—We started together, but on reaching fresh
tracks separated. Anley and I went outside the edge of a
tree-jungle, whilst Campbell and Barry went through and
on to a plain beyond; there they came upon three rhino-
ceros and a buffalo lying together in the same pool. They
hit the buffalo and one rhinoceros, but got neither. It was
useless our trying to shoot, the elephants were so unsteady ;
they kept bolting at the least noise; the gadflies were on
them in thousands, sucking the very life-blood from them,
and they, I fancy, like ourselves, were xlearly driven mad.
After crossing through a belt of heavy tree-jungle I came
upon a rhinoceros, followed by a buteha. I got two unsteady
shots at it about fifteen yards off, but it got away. Nearer
home I came upon another rhinoceros, knocked it down, but
my elephant skedaddled, and when I succeeded in stopping
it, and going back, found the rhinoceros gone. I am sure we
saw to-day at least eight rhinoceros, but could not shoot
them owing to the unsteadiness of our elephants. Campbell
and Barry brought home a buffalo and a marsh-deer; they
ulso saw a fine bison, but could not get near enough to shoot it.
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May 20th—TNain this morning. In the afternoon Anley
and I came across at least twelve rhinoceros at different
times, but did not kill one through the unsteadiness of our
elephants.

May 21st.—We again saw a lot of rhinoceros, but it was
useless trying to shoot them; so, getting disgusted, we gave
it up as a bad job, and went back to Burpetah; thence I
crossed over to Goalparah, and marched to Gowhatty, wound-
ing a tiger, but losing it in a patch of jungle full of rattans
and creepers; it charged once or twice, but odd to say,
though the elephants only a week before were so unsteady
that we could shoot nothing off their backs, they were quite
staunch now, and had the jungle been favourable I must
have got the tiger. 1 picked up a few deer, florikan, and
black partridges. Near Gowhatty, about twelve miles down
the river on the opposite side, at a place called Loo-al-
choochi, we used to get very good small game shooting,
and now and then pig, deer, and buffaloes. Fisher and I
had some very fair sport here, getting florikan, ducks, tal,
pea-fowl, black and marsh partridges and bares. One day
we shot some buffaloes, a deer, and some pig. One of them
(a pig) I had slung behind my howdah; it got loose, and
hung half way down the elephant’s thigh, and he began to
kick it up into the air; down it would come with a flop,
when up would g';o the elephaut’s hind leg, sending the pig
flying, aud nearly pitching me out of the howdah, and it
was some time before the mahout gould force the elephant
to kneel down, and enable us to cut loose the pig. Fisher
could not help laughing heartily, whilst 1 was being thrown
about. I got all the skin taken off the backs of my hands,
and my guns ware sent flying, and myself considerably
bruised. Sometimes we used to get up pic-nic parties there,
and shoot for a few days, and return again to headquarters.

In March, 1872, T was again at Singhamaree; I had only
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five elephants, but for the first time beat that chur. On the
13th I got three marsh-deer ; I put up first one tiger, which
I wounded; it ran only & little way and pulled up; it
charged me when I came near; but though I hit it, it closed,
stood up and caught hold of the guddee, but putting the left
barrel to its head I blew it to pieces with a shell. The
elephant was not injured in the least, and behaved very
well. The tiger was just nine feet one inch in length, A
little further on I put up the tigress; missed with the first
barrel, but hit with the second. I lost the animal for the
while, but it was found dead the next day. 1 started another
tiger, but did not get a shot. I might have shot any number
of wild boars, as they were very plentiful, but as they were
in beautiful riding ground I let them go.

On the 14th I beat over the same ground, and found the
tigress dead ; but saw nothing but deer and pig to-day; so
in the afternoon moved camp to the further end of the chur.
Here there were a few huts and sheds in which buffaloes and
cattle are kept. I heard of a kill, and went out very early,
taking a villager with me to show me the jungles. I came
to the kill, but there was very little of it left. I beat back-
wards and forwards several times, but not the ghost of a
tiger to be seen. Getting tired, I turned towards camp, and
going through a very thin strip of long grass two tigers ran
away, one to the right and the other to the left; the latter
crossed an open bit, and gave me the better shot, so I fired
twice at it with the express, but it showed no signs of being
hit, disappeared over a ridge of sand, and I then took up the
other tracks. After going due north some way they turned
west, passed the sheds, and entered a very heavy patch of
grass. Directly 1 got into this the grass in front of me
moved. ] fired and something rushed on; I fired again, but
whatever the animal was it ran some way ahead, and then
turned to the right. I followed as well as I could judge the
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direction in which it had gone. Again something rushed ahead,
and again I took a snap-shot at the gmss; down fell some-
thing, and I thought I had got my tiger, but my disgust may
be imagined when I found only a hog-deer struggling on the
ground. I went back, and beat everywhere for the tiger, but
could not come across it; so, as the huts were close by, I
went there and took it easy. Went out in the evening in
the direction in which the first tiger had bolted ; met a herd
of buffaloes feeding, towards home; as they entered a patch
of grass there was a great commotion, the buffaloes rushed
forward in a body, and trying to toss something in front of
them. Some of the buffaloes ran out and began to paw up
the sand, and to snort and show signs of great excitement;
the Gwallas seemed also excited, and on going to the spot
we found the tiger, a small one I had shot at, dead, trampled
into the ground and considerably gored by their horns, and
so excited were the buffaloes that their attendant had great
trouble, and ran some risk, in driving them off. We padded
the tiger, which was barely eight feet long.

15th—Marched back towards Doobree; put up in a hut
near a tea-garden belonging to the Gaerapore rajah.

16th—Went to the chur opposite the telegraph-office.
The assistant in charge told me there were several tigers
about, and that he could hear them every night, sometiwmes
close to his house. 1 pitched my camp and went out in the
evening, but only saw hog-deer and pig, but would not fire
at them.

17th.—~OQut very early, but beat to the end of the chur
along the south face without seeing the signs of a tiger. I
went back along the north face, and saw nothing till I had
gone more than half-way, when a tiger jumped up, and I
was lucky enough to break its back with my first shot, and a
shell fired out of the express did for him. e was a very
large tiger, just ten feet long.
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18¢h. -1 put up another tiger to-day, but lost it, and I
could not waste more time to sport, so hwrried back to
Gowhatty, inspecting roads, &c., en route.

April 3rd—1 had to go to Dewangeri: rode to Rungish
the first day, going through the fortified town two miles to’
the north. I got a tiger which had just killed two cows, It
ran about 100 yards after receiving the shell, and then fell
dead. This was close on ten feet in length.

April 5th.—1 reached Demoo Nuddie, shooting seven par-
tridges, and three florikan en roufe. 1nthe afternvon went out
shooting ; got a good rhinoceros, with horn fourteen inches
long and two-and-a-half seers in weight, and wounded another,
which I lost. 1 also shot u hog-deer.

April 6th—Walked up to Dewangeri, a stiff pull. The
place is favourably situated for a good defence, as the ap-
proach to it is very precipitous and very tortuous. Its
iuhabitants were a few wretched Bhootiahs, who complained
that they had to pay us taxes and the Blootiahs us well
Each house is taxed by us one rupee, whilst the Bhootiahs
make the unfortunate wen pay two rupees. The place is
supposed to be ours, and though ceded to us the Bhootiah
rajahs still claim it. 1 walked back in the evening.

April Tth.—Seunding my traps on to Kumblepore 1 had a
beat along the Demoo Nuddis. I saw nothing, and then
turned along one part of the Bhootan range; saw two ele-
phants, but would not molest them. 1 then came across five
buffaloes, but as none of them had fine horns I let them go.
I then further on put up two rhinoceros, but lost them
both. I then turned back, and took a long circuit. 1 came
across what looked like the ruins of old forts, but they were
so overgrown I could not be sure. Out of a patch of long
grass near one a bear scrambled away, but iny first shot, a
shell, caught it in the neck and killed it outright. I then
beat back to my camp, without seeing anything more than
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two doe sambur. En route to Kumblepore I shot several
partridges and two hog-deer. In the evening I went to a
bheel about three miles off, and shot two buffaloes. In this
place a sad accident occurred one year. French, the Super-
intendent of Police left, as he thought, a buffalo dead, and
some of his policemen and villagers went to get the meat,
but on their approaching the spot the supposed defunct
animal jumped up and killed two or three men.

The next day T rode back to Gowhatty.

April 16th, 1872, found me with Comber and Cornish at
laha Jannah. We beat our way to Mina Muttee. Soon
after starting I got two black partridges and a hispid hare,
the first I have killed, though I have knowu many others killed
by other sportsinen. I afterwards shot a pig and a pea-fowl.

April 17th—We started pretty early for the Monass, but
we only saw a few deer until we sat down to breakfast. No
svoner had we settled down than sometlhing 1ushed by, and
the mahouts called out, “A rhinoceros!” We climbed up into
our howdahs, but the brute had got clean away; so we went
back, finished our breakfast, and then set the jungle on fire,
and soon had a glorious blaze, which must have made it a
little too hot for our friend the rhinoceros. Cornish wounded
a sambur, but lost it; I only got a partridge. Reaching the
Monass at one, we got out our fishing-tackle and tried to
troll where Jackson and I had been so lucky.  Cornish
went in one boat, and Comber and I in another. Our men
could not propel the boat against the stream, and wound up
by upsetting us. Fortunately it was not deep, and we
escaped with a ducking. Our traps arrived at 3 r.m, and
the men declared they bad come across elephants and
rhinoceros standing in some churs or islands in the bed
of the Monass. There were a few policemen here, and they
had been shooting all over the country, instead of looking
after contraband india-rubber collecting.
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April 18th—Comber stopped to fish, so Cornish and I
went together. 'We wanted to shoot only big game, so when
Cornish came upon & deer lying down he asked me whether
he should shoot it or not; before I could reply the deer got
up and bolted. 'We then came across several deer, and let
them go; but suddenly seeing a spotted deer, the first for
twenty-eight years, I could not resist the temptation, and
killed it. I knew they were on the other bank of the
Monass, but not on this. Whilst we were padding this
deer up came two rhinoceros. I fired at the largest,
brought it down on its knees, but it got up and bolted.
Cornish fired two shots at the other, but it too escaped
We then formed line, and came upon two rhinoceros;
Cornish hit one badly, but my elephant bolted. After
following for some time we got the ome Cornish had hit,
and found it had a butrha with it, so left it alome, intend-
ing to caich the young one on the morrow. We then
went along the DPoho marsh, and out of a thicket
rushed two 1hinoceros, the larger pretending to chargo,
but I made a good right and left, and killed them both.
‘We saw various other rhinocervs and buffaloes, but the
wind blew a perfect gale, and it came on to rain cats and
dogs, and we got soauking wet. Comnish shot a pig mear
camp. Comber had caught two nice-sized mahseer.

April 19th—As it was raining in theé moming 1 tried
fishing, but caught nothing, and after hreakfast Cornish and
I went back to the dead rhinoceros to try and catch its
young ome. We found the poor little thing lying down by
its dead mother's side. We tried to catch it, but the nets
had mot arrived, and after a while it ran away and I helieve
joined another rhinoceros, which came up as we were trying
to catch it. 'We then went through very high gross; in this
I came upon o large rhinoceros; wounded it; got charged,
but my elephant spun round and escaped, as did the rhino-









A DANGEROUS SPORTING COUNTRY. 155

ceros likewise. I shot one deer, and Cornish an iguana about
six feet long. Got to camp about three, and crossed over the
Monase.

April 20th—As Comber was pressed for time we could not
mrke any stay here; so sending most fortunately some of
our traps by boats to a place called Bargoan, we, with the
remainder of the things, started on elephants to shoot our
way there. We went over some of the most beautiful
country, either for sport or scemery, I ever saw. Marks of
bison, and other game plentiful, and lovely forests for stalk-
ing. The country an elevated plateau, but cut up by deep
ravines. Herc we saw herds of spotted deer, and Cornish
got off to stalk a buck, but the ground was oo open, and
they all made off. In the numerous dried-up channels of
the Monass in the short grass hog-deer were very numerous :
Cornish shot two and Comber one. We saw a herd of about
fifteen buffaloes ; they took no notice of our shots, but when
they got our wind they bolted fast enough. We went up a
stoep incline to a bit of high table-land, where Campbell had
taken some friends last year, and had killed several rhino-
_ceros. The marks of every sort of game most numerous;
but the country very dangerous for elephants, as it is a nass
of deep ravines, with perpendicnlar sides two to three hundred
feet deep; and if an elephant bolted here the result would be
almost certain death. We went some way and saw nothing
but the same herd of buffaloes. Omne had & good bead, so 1
opened five; & shell burst in front of them, and they turned
back and ran the gauntlet between Comber and myself.
Comber killed the big one, and between us we rolled over
four others. Cornish was a good 500 or 600 yards away,
yet he emptied his battery, more to our danger than that
of the buffaloes, as his bullets were flying about our ears.
The big buffalo had horns nine feet ten inches long. In
following up the herd we started a rhinoceros, followed by a
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young one, and after a long chase killed the mother, but
where the young one went to I do not know. As no one
knew exactly where Bargoan was, we had to leave this
happy hunting-ground, the best I have seen in Assam. We
had great difficulty in getting through this ccuntry; on
every side nullabs with parpendicular sides from 150 to
300 feet high. What an immense river the Monass must
be in the height of the rains! Whilst following up one of
these nullahs in the hopes of finding an outlet, I came upon
& rhinoceros withiu ten yards of me; two shots from me,
followed by two from Cornish, laid him low where he stood
—a large male with small horn.  In this ravine we also
came across a buffalo and a pig, but they got away. We
had the greatest difficulty in getting on at all to-day. No
sooner had we surmounted the banks of one nullah than we
came upon another with equally impracticable bunks; so we
wandered about all day, making but little progress, and not
having an idea where Borgoan was. We saw two other
rhinoceros, about seventy to eighty buffaloes, and I should
say several thousands of marsh-deer. The whole country,
some 150 to 200 feet above the Monass, and with a gradual
slope from the foot of the Dhootan runge, covered with grass
not more than four feet high, and with numerous mud-holes.
Marks of every sort of game abundant, but we could not
stop to bunt; “onwards™ was the cry. At last darkness sct
in, and we got into a marsh with great reed-jungle, averaying
from twenty to thirty feet high. Which way to go we did
not know. The nullahs we cae to were quagmires, through
which the elephants could scarcely struggle. Cornish and I
got separated from Comber. We were bitten to death by
mosquitoes, and altogether we were in a nice fix. The
elephants had to crash their way the best way they could
in a pitchy dark night, and after about three hours' flounder-
ing about in this impenctiable jungle we got to a piece
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somewhat less heavy We then went to work to fire off our
guns to attract C’s attention. After waiting about an hour,
we were glad to hear shots in return, and at last C. joined us.
One of our mahouts had an idea we could not be far from
our destination, and he knew the general direction; so we
continued to force our way through the jungle, and at last
were cheered by coming to some open ground and a little
cultivation. Here we had the good luck to get hold of a
couple of people who guided us to our huts, where we found
our servants with the things that had Leen sent down by
boat. Where our elephauts with the 1est of the bhaggage
were we did not know in the least. Our hut was a miserable
one, but we were lucky enough to get any shelter at all, and,
after a hasty dinner, we gladly turned into our beds.

Aprid 21st.—We had to halt here, and to send off our
elephants in search of our bagaage animals, which turned up
at 1 pM. I found that most of my traps, including my
awmunition-box, my fishing-tackle, india-1ubber boat, &ec,,
had been left Lehind in the jungles by a rascally mahout,
who said his elephant was too done up to bring them on. So
we gent him back for them.

April 22nd—The rascally mahout returned, saying he
conld not recognize the place where he had left my {raps; so
nice for me! So he got a thrashing, and we sent him back
with Sookur, an® went on to Biznee.

Aprid 23rd.—Cornish returned to Goalparah; we halted
here, and in the evening my missing traps turned up. We
went on to Sidlee in the hopes of getting antclope, but the
weather changed, and it came on to rain; so, after a day or
two's miserable work, we got back to Goalpaiah. So ended
this wretched trip. It was too hurried altogether for sport or
comfort, though it showed us where splendid shooting ground
was to be found which as yet had never been hunted over.

April 15th, 1873.—Started in the Punjrud steamer for
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Baiswah ghat. We had a gale last night, and the flat had to
cast off; so we had to go off with our traps in boats. We
got off at half-past 7 oM., and got to within a mile of the ghat
by 12. The captain very kindly sent us his boats, and we
landed at the ghat at 1 r.M. Started for Burpetah at half-
past 2, and got there at 6. Saw a deer en roufe, and our
servants came across a tiger. Barry accompanied us.

April 16th.—DBusy all day getting traps ready for our trip.
Found that the large tusker had an awful back, hut Campbell
kindly lent me his big mucknah: Barry on an elephant be-
longing to the Biznee rajah.

Aprit 17th—Got off about 8 o'clock : Barry and I through
the jungle and our traps by the pathway. We saw several
herds of Luffaloes, wonnded three, but vnly bagged one. We
saw several deer, but got none. Got to camp about two.

April 18th.—Started for Kadur Ghooree, near Sonapilly—
a hard day’s work. I shot a buck hog-deer to begin with, and
tied it behind my howdah. We then went on to within
sight of Sonapilly without secing a thing. The villagers
where we breakfasted offered to show us lots of marsh-deer;
so Barry and 1 separated. He went one way and shot five
marsh-deer; I shot two. Near the place MacDonald and I
were charged by five buffaloes without provocation ou our
parts. I saw a fine solitary bull butfalo. T fired my muzzle-
loader at him, and wounded him. He rar about fifty yards
and pulled up in the open. The ground was as smooth as a
bowling-green, and covered with feathery grass about eighteen
inches high. I did not take the trouble to reload, but went
towards the buffalo, who stood facing me. When 1 got
within sixty or seventy paces, he shook his head and came
straight at me. I was told the elephant 1 was on was a per-
fectly staunch one, 8o 1 did not hurry myself to fire,. When
the beast was within some twenty paces I put np my rifle
to fire. It was difficult to know where to aim, as the buffalo
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charged with his head well in the air, and his horns thrown
back. Whilst I hesitated, and just as I touched the trigger,
the elephant spun round, the gun went off, and in one second
the buffalo had his head down, and closed with the impetu-
osity of a steam-engine. 1 had just time to turn round and
plant a shell in the small of its back, between the hip-joints,
and down fell the buffalo; but in the scrimmage the hog-deer
got loose, and hung down the elephant’s hindquarter. He,
thinking it was the buffalo driving it into him, got ungovern-
able, and bolted at least a mile before we could pull him up.
I wried to haul the deer into the howdah, but having only one
hand (as I had to hold on by the other, and the deer was a
full-grown one), I could not manage it, and after a great deal
of trouble, I cut it loose. The buffalo picked himself up
and followed a short way at a walk, looking the picture of
all that was savage. I never saw a more splendid beast.
The horns were not long, but very thick, and his bulk
enormous. At last we got the elephant round, and he went
back with the greatest reluctance, ready to bolt trom his own
shadow. The ground was quite open all around, except in a
slight hollow, where there was high grass enough to hide a
buffalo. I knew the beast was too hard hit to have bolted,
so made towards this cover ; but the clephant, as soon as he
reached the place where he had been charged, refused to
budge an inch, éhd when driven to do so stood still and
shook himself, and nearly sent howdah, myself, and guns
flying. So I had to do the best I could, and after peering
about some time saw the buffalo standing broadside on, but
Jooking very scedy. I gave him a couple of shells in the
side ; he at once charged; the hathee legged it, and nearly
pitched e backwards off the howdah. The buffalo only
charged for twenty yards and then lay down, and I knew it
was all up with him. But nothing would induce the ele-
phant 10 go back ; so I had reluctantly to leave him, and
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to trudge to our camp at last, three miles off. 'We should
have camped at my old place, Sonapilly, and not at Kadur
Ghoorie, as all the game is found near the former place;
so each day we had to go and come back three or four
miles each way, uselessly tiring ourselves and our animals.
On arrival at camp found Barry had got there some time
before me.

April 19th—We started early, and saw heaps of jungle-
fowl ; but as the village—an immense one—is Hindoo, and
the jungle-fowl live in and about it in a semi-wild, semi-
tame state and act as scavengers, we would have nothing
to say to them. On arriving at the place where 1 had the
fight yesterday, found the buffalo lying dead. He had never
moved. He had knelt down on his fore-knees, his nose
rested on the ground, and his hind-legs were doubled up
under him; he looked for all the world as if he was kneel-
ing down to receive a load. The breadth of his back was
immense. We separated, and 1 came across a rhinoceros,
but he would only give me long shots; he was badly hit,
but he got across a river and into stuff where he was guite
safe. In chasing him I saw two other rhinoceros, and
presently heard Barry fire several shots. On reaching him,
found he had killed one of the rhinoceroses and wounded
the other—this latter we followed up and killed. Neither
animals had good horns. We saw {resh niarks of elephants,
and numerous marks of buffaloes and rhinoceros, We lost
a good deal of time in following up rhinoceros, but the
firing had evidently disturbed theni, and they were non est.
During the day Barry shot a hog-deer, a marsh-deer, and a
partridge. I got a hog-deer only, and missed some very
easy shots.

April 20th—To-day we bad bad luck. The shooting-
ground is too far from our camp. We saw numerous marks
of rhinoceros, but could not come across the beasts them-
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selves. I shot two black partridges right and left, then a
pig, then a hog-deer, then a buck marsh-deer. Barry broke
the leg of a marsh-buck, but it gave us a long chase, and
I am sure we fired at least fifty shots at it before we bagged
it. I hunted for the rhinoceros I hit yesterday, but could
not find it.

Aprl 21st.—We heard a tiger calling last night ; went out
early, moving camp to Humlabaree. We saw soon after
staiting & herd of about thirty buffaloes, but let them go.
We then came upon four or five, and amongst them a very
large bull, which we polished off. We then chased two
rhinoceros for about three or four hours; but never got
up to them—how they dodged uws I can’t think, I shot a
hog-deer for the pot; and near Gatee, Barry came across
a herd of buffaloes, and a cow with a calf, threatening to
charge him, got killed. 'We reached camp at 2 p.M.

April 22nd.—Went out at 5 AM, and had bad luck all
day. We went at least five miles before coming on any
fresh tracks of rhinoceros, and then we followed up through
fearfully heavy jungle, and never saw them after all. Not
far from home, en route back, we saw a herd of buffaloes.
Two bulls that brought up the rear on seeing us charged
right down upon us from a distance of 300 yards. We
remained perfectly quiet until the leading one was about
fifty yards off ; théh we opened fire, killed one and hadly hit
the other, but it got away. I hit another buffalo, and
though we followed up & long way by the blood, the brute
escaped. I hit a fine marsh-buck with a shell, but it got
away. Reached camp at half-past 2 p.m.

April 23rd.~-Rain all last night and half of to-day; our
huts flooded ; nasty, cold, wet day. Did nothing; found our
servants had been stealing our beer and wines, so counted
and repacked everything. Intend to move camp to Matta~
goorie to-morrow.

VOL. 1I. M
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April 24th.—Rain again last night; moved camp ; got a
dak just as we were starting. We put up two fine marsh-
bucks, and missed them both. We got on to fresh rhinoceros
tracks, and followed them up a long way: came upon four in
very heavy grass. 1 could have had good shots had the
elephant been steady, but he swerved just as 1 was about
to fire, and all four escaped, not even fired at. We shortly
afterwards came upon another one, and hit it hard. On
following it up, came across another and hit that, but they
both got into heavy grass, and we overshot them. We went
back and came upon the one we had first hit, and emptied all
our guns into him; but he too got into the infernal grass
jungle and escaped. Our camp being a long way off, we
had to leave these animals and make the best of our way
homewards.

April 25th—Rain all night and early in the morning We
went out after breakfast, but trudged a long way without
seeing anything. I then came upon one rhinoceros and had
four good shots at him, Lut- he got into tree-jungle, and
escaped. We shortly afterwards came upon fresh tracks,
and saw a rhinoceros get up, but before I conld get the gun
up to the shoulder he disappeared into the heavy grass; but
another one took his place. At this we both fired; it fell
down, but picked itself up and holted. Then another ap-
peared, and this one got well peppered too, Dut that, too, bolted.
In following up came across one dead—no signs of the other
two. We took across country, and got into heavy grass and
tree-jungle ; und, after going a long way, came across a rhino-
ceros. My rifle missed fire, but Barry hit hard. We followed,
and put the brute up four times, and hit hard each time,
hut it seemed to bear a charmed life. At last it got into very
heavy jungle, and I followed, whilst Barry stood on ono side
in the open. I came upon it; my right barrel missed five,
and my left hit as the rhinoceros chargod savagely. My
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hathee bolted, with the rhinoceros at his heels, gnashing his
teeth, and not above six inches off. The way my hathee
hooked it “was a caution to suakes, I guess.” 1 got hold of
my muzzle-loading Lang and made a lucky shot between the
ears, dropping master rhinoceros as dead as dead could be.
Another second and the elephant would have heen badly cut.
Got home rather late.

April 26th.—A dull, threatening day ; so we stayed in the
hut till after breakfast, and then went after deer along the
bed and banks of the Monass. Barry shot three hog-deer,
and T one hog-deer and one marsh-deer; at the latter I made
some very decent shooting. We saw rhinoceros inarks, but
did not sce the beasts.

April 27th—We started pretly early this morning, and
went through the forest along the base of the hills. Marks
of bison and bears plentiful. We must have disturbed a
herd of the former, as their scent was perceptible, and their
droppings quite fresh. We followed up two rhinoceros, but
they had goue up the dry bed of a nullah, where we could
not follow. We then went towards the plains, and came
up to two rhinoceros and a buffalo in one mud-hole.
Killed one rhinoceros and hit the other badly. We fol-
Jowed up, but soon lost the tracks of our beast in that of
uumerous others. The whole place at times must be full
of rhinoceros, but’ they have been so molested that at
early morn they betake themselves to the tree-jungle, where
they are quite safe from us. Presently we came near the
spot where we had killed the first rhinoceros on the 25th.
The smell was so abominable that I kept to windward, and
though passing within a few yards of it, took no particular
notice of it, until 1 heard Barry call out, “ Look out—tiger!”
1 spun round in the howdah, and bad just time o see an
animal bound from the rhinoceros, and make tracks, He
was going awny straight from me, tail on end. 1 had one
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of the heavy No. 10 rifles in hand, with heavy charges for
rhinoceros, and & steel-tipped bullet. I took a snap-shot, and
shot the tiger through the hip, doubling him up and making
him roar lustily. There was a deep nullah close at hand
densely covered with long grass from 15 to 20 feet high ; into
this the tiger crawled, and we knew not what to do. Going
into the nullah was absurd, as we could not see a yard, and
how to get the brute out we knew not. I would have given
something for fireworks just then. However we trampled
down the grass all round, the tiger snarling and pretending
to charge us the while, until we had a pretty clear space.
‘We then fired shot after shot to drive him out of his lair, but
budge beyond a few feet he would not, and all our hathees
were in a precious funk. At last a shell must have burst
near his nose, for he partially ran up the opposite bank. We
fired at the moving grass, and a lucky shell taking him be-
hind the shoulder did for him. He turned out a fine male
ten feet long. To drive out this tiger and to kill him had
taken us at least two hours; had we had fireworks, five
minutes would have done it. We then breakfasted, and
went along the base of numerous ghars, and came upon a
good-sized rhinoceros, killed him outright, and afterwards
hit another, but lost it. The tiger was sitting on the carcass
of the rhinoceros, eating away at the shoulder, whence we
had removed the shield the day we killed it. If there were
no other instances on record, this one would be sufficient to
prove that tigers are not particular in what they eat, and that
the theory of their eating only what they themselves kill is a
fallacy.

April 28th.—As it threatened to rain all the morning, we
did not go out till afternoon ; and then along the dry bed of o
portion of the Monags in one hour we shot seven hog-deer
and one marsh-deer. I got five out of eight.

April 29th.—We were to make a move inlgnd along the
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base of the hills, but gave it up at the last moment, as we
could not get enough coolies to take our traps along, and all
the people funked going where we wanted them to follow
us. We, however, went some way through the forest along
the foot of the hills. Marks of bison and bears again most
plentiful. We must have been close to them several times,
but they hid themselves most effectually. Presently up
jumped a herd of about thirty spotted deer, and amongst
them some superb bucks. I called out to Barry, who was
nearest to them, to fire, but as he did not, I took a shot at
one of the bucks, but am sorry to say missed it. In one
second they had scattered, and though we jumped off the
clephant and tried to follow them, it was no use, and all we
saw was an occasional glimpse of a spotted hide bounding
along. Though I had shot a spotted deer near this last year,
I thought it was one that had wandered from the other side
of the Monass. I had no idea that they were to be found in
such numbers on this bank. What beautiful creatures the
spotted deer or axis are to be sure! We followed up the
fresh track of a rhinoceros; came upon it in a mud-hole at
the edge of a ghar, and hit it four or five times; but it got
into the entangled jungle, and we could not go after it. We
sent Sookur on a small pad elephant with one of my rifles,
but though he saw. it several times, the beast had enough life
to keep out of shot, and soon got into such jungle that
neither man on foot nor the small pad elephant could follow.
In the open plain out of a mud-hole up jumped a huge
buffalo with one horn only, but that was an immense one.
He meant mischief, but Barry broke the hind-leg, and I one
of the fore ones; so there was nothing for the poor devil but
to stand still and glare at us till a well-placed shot laid it
low. I never saw a bigger buffalo. It was a pity it only
had one horn ; had the head been perfect it would have been
worth having ; as it was we left it. Going homewards, near
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where we killed the tiger T came upon a rhinoceros, and gave
it two shots; it ran 500 yarde, and then fell dead. Barry
shot a hog-deer and hit & marsh-deer fairly in the shoulder,
but he had not emough powder, and the ball did no great
harm. We saw several other buffaloes, but they would not
let us get within shot.

April 30th—A blank day. We went round the way we
came home yesterday, but the country had been disturbed
too much, and we saw no large game at all. I bagged «
barking deer—the first for somec years past—and I also
rolled over a buck sambur; but the cartridges were badly
made, there was not enough penetration, and the poor brute,
though bard hit, got away. We had no time to waste in
following him up. All we saw during the day was one herd
of huffaloes, and they were too chary to let us get within
shot. 'We saw no spotted deer either.

May 1st.—Went straight to Daukagoun. I shot two hog-
deer en route; got there at 12. Tn the evening Barry had a
dance with two old women, and uncommonly well ke got
through his part too. I laughed till I cried. A good deal of
rain about.

* May 2nd.—Rain all night and throughout the day. 1 got
on to a pad elephant, went straight into Durpetah, and got
there by 12. Barry came on by easy narcles.

May 3rd.—Barry came in, having shot a boar and three
sucking-pigs en route. I had to return to Gowhatty, so
went off.

May 30th.—Got back to Burpetah for a few days, and
went out this morning with Barry. He had two goed shots
at marsh-deer, but missed. It came on to pour with rain—
I never saw heavier in my life; so we turned homewards,
I unloaded all my rifles and covered them over with water-
proof. Barry came upon two or three buffalues lying in «
bleel, and hit one. We took up the tracks, but as they led
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from home we left them. Scarcely had we gone 100 yards
when a bull buffalo charged down on me; he missed me,
however, and as he passed I gave him a shot in the shoulder.
He pulled up, and my hathee spun round, giving him a tempt-
ing invitation to charge, which he took advantage of. Down
he came, but I put the contents of the left barrel into his
neck, on which he pulled up; the hathee still continued to
bolt. I seized the only rifle 1 had loaded, when down the
buffalo came again. Down I dropped him again ; he picked
himself up and came at me once more. My last shot caught
him in the neck and stopped him for one second, but the
next he closed, and sent my hathee flying. Before T could
reload he turned off and went very groggily into heavy grass-
jungle, inlo which my elephant would not follow alone, and
my comrade would not hack me up. So we had to leave
this plucky brute; but although I never heard anything
more of it, I fancy he could not have lived, as the four
bullets he got from me at close quarters were all Forsyth’s
shells. I should have liked to have got the animal, as he
seemed to have very fine horns. He did not injure my
elephant after all.

June 1st.—I1Iunted up the buffalo; saw heaps of blood
where he had been lying down, but did not find him, as 1
had fully expected. Got to Baikee and breakfasted there. In
the evening Barry and Campbell went home by the road, T
through the jungle. Followed rhinoceros tracks, but lost
the beasts themselves ; saw where they had been lying, but
they had wandered away. Came upon buffaloes and hit one,
but my elephant right-about-faced and bolted. T got a fine
marsh-buck just as it was dark. Reached Burpetah at 8 r.M.

June 2nd.~—Busy all day preparing for a start for the
Mouass, though it is rather late in the seasou to do so.

June 3rd—Started for Baikee: got there at 3 M. Saw
nothing en route.
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June 4th—Started about 9 A.M., after an carly breakfast.
Got to Daukagoun at 4 P.M.; rain almost all the way. Got
a pea-fowl only en route, Halt here, as the people report
heaps of rhinoceros about.

June 5th.—Beat up to the Mairu Monass; lots of fresh
marks, but no rhinoceros. Shot threec marsh-deer; saw
some buffaloes, but could not get near them. The whole
country getting flooded.

June 6th.—Started for Matagoorie; fortunately took some
tins and beer with me. I had to cross about a dozen rivers,
and a branch of the Monass itself, which I did with the
greatest difficulty; all the streams full, and every appear-
ance of the monsoon having set in. Yet in 1867 I was in
these very Dooars till the 22nd June, and saw nothing like
the present flood. I got to camp with one servant by the
evening, but none of my other traps turned up till midday
of the 7th.

Jume Tth.—I went over the old ground, and came across a
rhinoceros, but no sooner was iy elephant within 200 yards
of it than it bolted through the forest, and would not stop
under half-a-mile. My mahout Sookur had warned mec the
beast was unsafe to ride, but I did not believe him. I again
came upon another rhinoceros, and a similar bolt was the
result. I got three hog-deer near the camp, but as for shoot-
ing rhinoceros it was absurd, and T gave it up.

Jumne 8th.—The branch of the Monass all but unfordable.
I went into the churs and shot five hog-deer, and one marsh-
deer, and one of the pigmy hog; and I am very sorry now I
did not preserve its skin and skeleton, as it is the only one I
ever saw or killed. It is a perfect boar with well-developed
tusks, but not larger than a sucking-pig.

June 9th—Found a stray boat ; left in her at 8 Am,, and
got to Burpetah at 8 P.M.; rain all day, and I had to sit in
a pool of water all day. Thus ended my shooting-trip in 1873.



CHAPTER VII.
GUNS, RIFLES, FISHING-TACKLE, AND CAMP LIFE.

EvERY man given to shooting is sure to have his pet gun-
maker, and I have had mine ; but at the same time there is
scarcely a maker of note whose guns or rifless I have not
possessed at times. When I went out as a griff 1 bought
from Blissett of High Holborn a double-gun and rifle fitted to
the same stock—a very stupid arrangement ; they were cheap
guns, fair enough at the price, but I was glad to dispose of
them. Since then I have had guns and rifles by Westley
Richards, Purdey, Moore, Egg, Nock, Sam Smith, and Blanch;
some of these were made to order for me, others I bought in
India ; they were®all excellent, but in 1855 Colonel Grant
Allan let me have a two-groove No. 10 double rifle by Lang.
1t had been made for Major Gill, of Ellora Caves fame, as far
back as 1839, but such had been the care taken of it, and so
well was it constructed, that when I got it it was as good as
new, and one of the trucst-shooting weapons I ever pos-
sessed. I fell in love with it, and by writing to the late
Joseph Lang and giving its number, I got one made exactly
like it—this was before the introduction of breech-loaders.
These two rifles werc wy mainstapys from 1855 to 1873; up
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to 200 yards they were very accurate, and I won many rifle-
matches with them. The groove—a broad belt—was so
perfect I could load with the greatest ease, and with four to
five drachms of powder I could drive a ball right through a
rhinoceros or buffalo. When breech-loaders first came into
use I got Westley Richards to make me a gun and a double
rifle with Whitworth’s grooving. The gun was all that could
be desired, but the rifle kicked and was uncertain in its shoot-
ing. I made a hurried trip to England in 1866, and haunted
all the gunmakers' shops in Londun, and cventually decided
on going back to Lang. I hought a snap-action lever-gun
from him then, and he has made for me since two howdah-
rifles—a No. 10 and an express—aund for friends many others ;
all of these were turned out with the skill characteristic of
this well-known firm. I always took four rifles in the
howdah ; and for the first shot, or when I was anxious to
shoot with extra force and accuracy, I invariably used one
of the old muzzle-loaders. 1 parted with these when I went
home sick in 1874 ; but these rifles—one nearly forty years
in use—are still as good as ever, and in coustant use,

The art of gunmaking has made such rapid strides, that
where, as in former days, there was but one gunmaker, old
Joe¢ Manton, nowadays there are so many to choose from
that it is difficult to give any one finn the pas over the
others, The Birmingham makers, ton, are treadiug closely on
the heels of their London brethren, and many turn out rifles
and guns which no London maker can beat either in shooting
or in beautiful workmanship; but for many years it has
been well known that, with a very few exceptions, most of
the London makers procured their weapons in the rough
from Birmingham, and finished them off themselves. It
all depends on a man’s pocket whom he should employ.
The Tondon mekers have heavy rent to pay for their pre-
nrises, and they employ workmen at high wages to carefully
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finish off their guns; they must thus charge more than the
wholesale Birmingham makers, who have all appliances at
their command, and can turn out a gun or rifle, if they
like, just as accurate and well-finished as the best London
weapon at o considerably less cost. If a man, therefore, can
afford to pay a pretty high price, let him go either to Lang
or Purdey, and he may be sure he will be served well : the
same may be said of Westley Richards, Holland, and most of
the London makers; but if he wishes to obtain a first-class
weapon at o moderate price, let him go to W. and C. Scott,
Premier Gunworks, Birmingham, or to Tolly, and either will
supply him with a weapon fit to trust a man’s life to, and
as beautifully got up as the best London article, for very
much less. There is one thing to be thought of when buying
4 gun—that is, the selling it again. In Iudia a gun with
a well-known name will sell for its full value or cost price;
not so a weapon perhaps fully as good, but with a less known
name on it. So as illness and other causes may necessitate
a man’s departure from India, and as rifles are useless in the
“auld countrie,” and as the art of gunnery is daily advancing,
it is better to sell off all old weapons, and the difference
between the price obtained for a gun by a well-known maker
and that by a less known one will more than counterbalance
the difference in price between the two on first purchase, and
the expensive riffe turn out the cheapest in the long run.
The rifles that realise the best prices in India are Purdey’s,
Waestley Richards’s, MacDougall’s, Lang’s, Rigby’s, Dickson’s,
and Henry’s ; Greener’s, Reilly’s, and DBlissett’s have their
advocates, but the price has a good deal to say to that, I
fancy. In former days, before breech-loaders were intro-
duced, no rifles fetched such high prices as Smn Smith’s;
but I fear that well-known firmm is no longer in existence.
Very few makers will make rifles with snap-action. Westley
Richards has done so for years past with marked success, but
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most of the London makers say the snap-action will not last,
and so decline to make rifles on that principle ; but I am sure
that either Purdey’s or Westley Richards’s top lever-action will
last for years. I have a gun now with Purdey’s snap-action
as firm as when I bought it eight years ago, and 1 have fired,
I should say, not less than 12,000 shots out of it, and very
frequently ball. Another objection they have to it is the
front-action lock, and imsist on using the hideous back-
action lock, because, they say, the stock of the gun is weak-
ened by the former more than by the latter; but the real
reason is, I believe, that back-action locks are cheaper and
cost less to fit on to a gun or rifle than the front-action ones,
which require more work to fit into the socket of a gun. 1
can only say that I would not nowadays accept a rifle that
had not the snap-action and front-action locks. Only those
can appreciate the advantage of a snap-action who, sur-
rounded by wild beasts and expecting to be charged from
various ¢uarters, require to load quickly, and when a
moment’s delay in closing your rifle inay cause your elephant
to be cut, and perhaps hercafter rendered useless for sport.
T have had six or seven rhinoceros round me, and two or
three of them charging, and it was only by the steadiness of
my elephant and my large and heavy battery that 1 saved my-
self and animal from coming to grief. I had no time to
reload, and emptied five rifles in almost as many seconds,
and it was not till my last shot I rolled over the most perti-
nacious of my opponents. For howdah-shooting short rifles
are requisite ; the barrels should be just long enough to rest
about an inch over the front bar of the howdah—if they pro-
ject more they are apt to come in contact with creepers,
lower branches of trees, and the like, and to be thrown out of
the howdah and to be broken.

Four weapons in a howdah are enough—two No, 12 bore,
onc an express, and one a smooth-bore capable of throwing
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a ball pretty accurately. In Assam I always used No. 10,
but 1 think No. 12 is quite large enough, and cartridges of
this size can always be obtained, whereas the larger size are
seldom sent out to India. Many people think two rifles are
sufficient, but they will find out the fallacy when in a diffi-
culty. Let any man try to load a breech-loader gun with his
elephant shaking from side to side, endeavouring to dislodge
a tiger, or running at Lis best with a buffalo prodding him
behind, and he will find it is as much as he can do to hold
on to his howdah, and that loading is all but impossible ;
and if this difficulty be increased by having breech-action
that will not close of itsclf or snap, he had hetter resign
himself to his fate, and trust to luck to extricate him. A
man by throwing down his discharged rifle and seizing
another can just manage to fire at a charging brute before
it can close ; but even with the quickest action I do not think
he could extricate his empty cartridges and insert others in
time to ward off an attack. So it is necessary in dangerous
shooting to have at least four rifles; there is not room in a
howdah for more, but 1 frequently took one in my hand
besides the four in the rack—two on each side of me—but I
often found it a bore in a long day’s shooting having to hold
a gun the whole time, Rifles used for dangerous game
should be capable of burning six drachms of powder without
undue recoil ; but do not get heavier weapons than you have
strength to wield easily ; far better reduce your charge and
have a gun you can use without exertion. You will kill
twice as much with the latter as the former.

The rcason 1 liked the two-groove rifle was that I could use
hardened bullets without injuring the groove or stripping the
bullet by heavy charges; but the trouble of cleaning these
guns after a heavy day’s work is so great that I have now
discarded them, though I still think they are unrivalled for
killing big game. Steel-tipped conicals are capital for heavy
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For tigers and bears the hollow bullet answers nearly as
well as a shell, and T have killed lately twelve bison—seven
of them with an express with one ball each at distances vary-
ing from 35 to 200 yards, and the other five with a hollow
ball from a twelve-bore with four drachms of powder—with
thesc results I can recommend nothing better. Certainly the
shock of an explosion of a shell inside any beast paralyses
it at once, but with pachydermata, the penetration before
explosion is not sufficient to cause much injury.

All the sights—fore and back—of & rifle should be screwed
mto the rib to prevent the possibility of shifting or of being
lost, as has happened to me before now.

The back-sights should fold down, but there should be a
notch in the stock where the rib fits in as a gude to the eye
in quick shooting. Most of the game killed off elephants is
slain within fifty to eighty yards; so if your rifle carries
point-blank up to that distance with a low trajectory, it will
answer for all purposes. For shooting deer on foot, of course
a rifle should be accurately sighted up to 200 or 250 yards,
and for Himalayan sport perhaps up to 400 yards; but, with
the exception of antelope, game can seldom be seen in the
jungles further than 200 to 250 yards. Tigers are generally
shot within from twenty to fifty yards, and I believe a
gmooth-bore and a spherical shell is the hest for them,
because a man can always shoot better with a gun he is
accustomed to shoot small game with than with auy heavier
weapon which he seldom uses.

Accurate shooting off an elephant’s back is impossible.
However still apparently an elephant may be, there is always
some movement sufficient to cause oscillation, and the ounly
plan is to adopt snap-shooting, which can only be learnt hy
long practice. It is impossible to dwell on an aim whilst in
the howdah or on the pad. On foot, of course, it is very
different ; then a man can take correct and steady aim, and
if he misses he liag only himself to hlame: but off an elo-
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phant it is mere chance, unless you have got into the knack,
whether you miss or hit. However exccllent as a shot a
man may be on foot, when he first begins to shoot off an
clephant he will be all abroad, and by long practice alune
he will get into the swing, and be able to balance himself
sufficiently to shoot whilst standing upright in a howdah
without requiring to hold on. I could always shoot twice
as well gitting on a pad astride behind the mahout as I could
out of a howdah ; but you can only shoot to your front whilst
on a pad, whilst in a howdah you can shoot all round, and
your vision extends further, but you are so elevated you are
apt to shoot too high. Generally all you can see of a beast
in the long grass is its back or head and horns, and, the hand
obeying the eye, a hasty shot is taken at the only part visible,
and a miss is the result, as the ball is nearly sure to go over
the ohject fired at. Rebounding locks are a great comfort,
and every first-class gun should have them. A gun or a
rifle which suits one man will not suit another. Every
man should be measured for the length and bend of his
stock. Accurate shooting in quick firing has a good deal
to do with the correct fitting of a gun, and the way it
comes up to the shoulder. Of course in time a man will
learn to shoot with any weapon, but it is scarcely fair to
expect a short-necked, short-armed man to shoot with a
weapon made for®a long-necked, long-armed giant. It is
casy o be certain whether a gun suits you. Put up several
small marks and take rapid aim at them one after the other,
and if your sight be true each time, the gun suits you ; if not,
then either get a new gun or have your stock altered. A
gun should be well balanced, and, as before stated, not
too leavy for the strength of the man who has to use it.
Never touch your breech-loading barrels with water; when
you get home take the weapon to pieces, and with your
cleaning-rod drive a tightly-fitting dry rag through the barrels
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should then be as bright as a mirror—then oil the inside and
outside of the barrels well with Rangoon oil, or, if you cannot
get that, with kerosine, and put them out in the blazing sun
for an hour or two. Never put your gun by dirty. If you
follow this advice your gun will remain free from rust, and
may be put by for a month at a time without being looked
at without fear. Oil the stock, locks, and triggers well, and
leave them in the sun too for a short while. Avoid taking
off the locks and triggers too frequently ; once a year or once
in six months ought to be sufficient. If you take them off
too frequently they will get loose in their sockets, and will
always get out of order and rusty. Some few people like
stiff trigeers; I cannot shoot with them myself. "1 do not
think that locks can be too fine—this I think the great
criterion of excellence in a weapon. Ifowever good the
barrels may he, if the locks do not work well good shooting
caunot be expected. Every howdah should have waterproof
flaps to throw over the guns if it comes on to rain, and each
gun should also have its own waterproof cover. Every part
of a howdah should fit well together, and there should be no
creaking. The box in front to hold cartridges should be
divided into compartments for the different-sized cartridges,
and each partition should be lined with felt to prevent the
cartridges rattling. Always carry a loading-rod with you, and
a bullet a size or two smaller than the bore you are using.
If your cartridge stick, by dropping the bullet down you can
generelly expel it, or if that fails recourse must be bad to the
loading-rod. I do not think all the gyms sent with a gun or
a rifle to extract cartridges always answer. A good shikar
knife is indispensable; a small hand-axe is also very useful
for various purposes, notably in cutting off heads to sever
the vertebree. I have tried the choke-bore, and had a pair of
Larrcls made to fit my old stock by Messrs. W. and C. Scott,
who, I believe, are the oldest firm in England who have
adopted this mode of boring; but I cannot say that I sec
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any very great advantage in them. My old gun shoots just
as far. 1 use them alternately and perceive no difference in
them. I canshoot as well with the one as with the other. Ido
not like cheek-pieces on rifle-stucks ; they often inflict the very
blow they are supposed to prevent. Khakie-coloured cloth is
the best for shooting purposes, or if you get a suit made of
white chur-svotie or four-thread in the bazaar and get it dyed
it will answer all purposes. The bark of the babool is
largely used for this purpose.

There is no excuse now-a-days for any one to keep a gun
loaded; it is unpardonable carelessness. 1 have never carried a
pistol myself, but see no reason why a revolver should not form
a part of every man’s equipment. Notwithstanding that Mans-
field Parkyns says that during his wanderings in Abyssinia
he never used any “ cuvering to his head except the scanty
head of hair which God had given him, aud an occasional
pat of buiter when he could get it.” and that he does not
consider a hat essential, I am of opinion that a goud covering
to the head is nbsolutely necessary. TYith is the best and
cheapest material for a helmet, but if yon get wet frequently
1t soon spoils. There are excellent hats made at home now-
a-days, that answer nearly as well as pith, and though they
cost a good deal they last very much longer. Your hat
should of course be covered with similar coloured cloth to
the rest of your sttit. For howdah shooting, either sambur
skin, or white, casy-fitting shoes are the best; if you wear
shoes put on light ankle-gaiters, or the gad-flies and musqui-
toes will punish your feet and ankles very much, as they
swarm in the jungles in the hot weather and attack man and
beast alike. Teach one of your servants thoroughly to clean
and to look after your guns, and never allow any one else to
touch them. I always kept one man purposely for this, and
my guns were always beautifully clean. Curtridges should
not he kept louded too long, and I do not think it ix worth
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while to reload cartridge-cases, provided you are in a position
to get others. Whilst the new cartridge seldom misses fire,
those reloaded are very apt to do so, and the trouble and
bother of reloading is not worth the amount you save, for
many cartridges are very cheap; the blue ones answer for alj
small game shooting, just as well as the best green ones, but
I prefer the latter for dangerous shooting, as a miss-fire
might cost a man his life. I think the cartridges ought to be
made half as long again, to allow the use of Schultz's wood-
powder. Black powder has the reputation of shooting the
hardest, but it fouls a gun very much, the recoil is very
heavy, and often the smoke froni the first barrel prevents your
using the second. I have used Schultz’s powder now for some
years, and cannot imagine any one using black powder in pre-
ference. 1t is so clean, it scarcely soils a gun ; there is little
recoil, and less smoke ; and if rammed well down it shoots, T
think, quite as hard as black ; but for rifle-shooting Eley’s and
Joyce's cartridges will not admit of a sufficiency of Schultz’s
powder being used, which I consider a great drawback, but
1 dare say as this powder finds favour with the public the
cartridges will be made to suit it. I have tried Reeve's
gun-felt cartridges and found them useless. The charges of
Schultz’s powder, in comparison with black, are as follows :—

-
Scaurtz BLack,

By weight By measure, [ Fquivalent to | By weight. By measure.
42 pgrains, | 43 drachms, = 84 grains, | 3 drachma.
‘5* ” 4 L2} 91 ” 8 "
49 ”» § ”» = 98 ” 33 ”»
52& ” 5 ” - 106 ” 8 ”
56 ” 6 ” = 112 ” 4 ”
59% ., ] s = 119 » 4 *
63 " 6 v - 126 " »”
ML ” 7 " " 138 * ”
70 ”" J 7 " - t 140 ’” 5 ”
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General rule for obtaining the equivalent for a given quan-
tity of black :—Take half the weight, or 1} times the measure
of the black. N.B. The measure for Schultz’s powder means
shaken-down measure, .. give the measure two or more taps
before levelling the top. Ram well down in the cartridge :
the harder it is rammed the stronger it shoots. If the powder
gets damp, dry it in a blazing hot sun on a metal plate, and
it will resume its original strength. Always see to the load-
ing of cartridges required for dangerous shooting yourself :
a miss-fire at a snipe or partridge matters little, but it is very
different when your life depends on the discharge of your
gun. I do not see the use of counting the number of shot
in a charge, but for those who like to do so the following
table is pretty accurate :—

No or 8ROT IN A CHARGE —~SoFT 8nOT CaiLiED SHOT.
‘ 1oz s 130z | l}or 1oz loz [1joz {140z
10 | 1,700 ! 2,12512,550] BB -60
9 11,000 | 1,250 | 1,660 1 A = 50
8 608 7h0| 900! AA -40 601 | 751} 900
7 | 350 I 7| 526 AAA 32 | 347 | 440 830
(] 270 387 40561 SN8SG=17 268 340 410
5 2201 275 8301 SS8SG 15 218 270 382
4 180 | 225 279! SG =11 170 230 275
8 130 162 195{ MG - 9 123 170 201
2 110 137) 166y LG =& 1056 | 141 | 171
1] ‘80! wo| 120 ) 78 | 108 ! 124

Chilled shot, which is advocated by Greener and others, I
have not tested nor fired; it is very mearly equal in size to
Walker's and Parker’s soft shot. Its advocates say it makes
a better pattern and gives greater penetration.

To test gunpowder: Good gunpowder exploded on a sheet
of white paper leaves no residuum. Inferior powder so
tested leaves a deposit which crumbles under the fingers.
Giood powder may be exploded in the bare hand without a
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sense of burning. If gunpowder blackens white paper, it
contains 100 much charcoal ; if it leaves yellow stains, too
much sulphur. Examined in the light of the sun it should
exhibit no shining particles; when this is the case it is an
evidence that the salt is not well crushed nor sufficiently
well combined with the sulphur and charcoal. It should
not be black in colour, which denotes too much charcoal,
when it readily absorbs humidity. Tt should be of a
uniform slate colour without and within; large-grained
powder, if good, is less susceptible of damp.

Angular gunpowder, and those which are not too smooth
and biight, inflame more readily than hard, round, smooth
powder, hut the fornier aie much more liable to bind on
over-tight compression, when their readiness to ignite is
impeded.

On the 9th of Apnl 1870, the following appeared in the
pages of Land and Water :—

“ A New Guynrownkr, INVENTED BY F. HoLM, PROFESSOR
or CHEMISTRY.—This powder is of double the strength of the
best sporting powder, and costs 9. or 10¢. the pound in making,
materials and labour included. It requires for a full charge
only half the quantity by weight to produce the same eflects
as common powder. The raw materials ate easy to procure
in all countries. Its fabrication is very simple and {ree from
danger. In ten hours a workman can make 4 ewt. of gun-
powder, or mix 10 cwt. of the two ingredients used in its
manufacture. Tt makes but little smoke, and leaves but
little residue, which is dry and not greasy like that of the
common gunpowder now in use. Not being affected by the
influence of a dry or damp temperature, it does not require a
special depOt—it may be kept anywhere. Tt may be trans-
ported by land or water under conditions of inappreciable
security, hecause the two parts of which the powder is com-
posed are not inflammable by contact with fire or red-hot
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iron, and therefore it arrives at its destination ; a simple mix-
ture in proportionate parts is all that is necessary to obtain
the gunpowder as required for use. It explodes as well on
water as under water, and on being thrown upon waler it
floats on the surface without sustaining any appreciable
change. It docs not heat the gun nor impair the metal. It
causes but little recoil, and produces a great regularity in the
initial velocity. Tt has no rending power, but can be made
so for blasting purposes by a slight change, and therefore
there is no danger in its use—no bursting of a gun, even by
over-loading. 1t is not inflammable by being rubbed between
two hard substances, nor under repeated strokes of a hammer.
Cartridges made of this powder may be, without incon-
venience, placed in water for several hours and used at once
for firing: the water does not deteriorate it nor deprive it of
its special qualities. Composed, as is alove stated, of two
different parts, the elements of which are found everywhere,
a heavy stock and large supplies are avoided, assured as we
may be of being enabled in a short time to supply a demand
of any extent. Having a complete control over the strength
of the powder its collistic power can be increased or decreased
by a different degree of pressure, so that it can be used for
all kinds of heavy guns. Lastly, it produces no explosion in
the open air, burns_slowly on being set fire to, thus abolish-
ing all chance of catastrophes, always too frequent, caused by
explosion of powder mills, magazines, and parks of artillery,
powder shops, &e. This last solution of a problem so long
looked for would of itself suffice imunediately to interest all
governments. As to the other properties of this gunpowder
the mere statement of them brings with it such easy deduc-
tions for persons strange to these questions that I here place
a limit to my programme, leaving the ficld open to the
imagination of every one to appreciate all the merits and
advantages of this new gunpowder.”
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Now what powder is meant by the foregoing description
T know not. Schultz’s answers in one or two particulars;
but if T mistake not Schultz’s was already before the public
when this article appeared. It is now seven years since that
was written, and we have heard nothing of this new and
wonderful explosive since. It would indeed be valuable if it
were introduced to the public extensively. I strongly sus-
pect it is only a very strong puff’ of Schultz, which, however,
costs 6s. to 7s. a pound, and not 10d. as stated here.

Most gunmakers have adopted Forsyth’s principle of groov-
ing to obtain a low trajectory. The lower this is, of course, the
less need there is for back-sighting ; whether the animal be a
buffalo, bison, rhinoceros, tiger, or deer, fire to hit the point of
the shoulder if you get a broadside shot. If an animal be
running away a raking shot is deadly. If charging, the chest,
head, or top of the neck, near the junction with the head.
If you can hit any animal just behind the ear in a forward
direction the shot is instantaneously fatal. If you can hit
the hip-point most animals are disabled ; a ball high up in
the shoulder will bring down most animals in a very short
time, if it does not floor them at once, as it generally does.
Shells are deadly for tigers, bears, and most of the deer
tribe. Steel-tipped bullets, hollow bullets, and round bullets
for the larger animals. Solid bullets, either spherical or steel-
tipped, for elephants. If a deer get up within twenty yards
it can be killed with No. 2 shot. I have frequently killed
them with No. 4.

FISHING.

For your tackle go to the best manufacturer. There are
no doubt many vendors of fishing apparatus who can supply
you with excellent tackle, but the one in most repute in
Tndia is Farlow in the Strand, who certainly understands the
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requirements of the fisherman in India thoroughly, and who
supplies the very best materials at a moderate cost. Have
two rods—a very light and flexible one for fly-fishing, and a
stiffer one for trolling. It is inconvenient to have the same
rod for both purposes, and besides, the trolling-rod is too
heavy for a day’s fly-fishing; each rod should have several
spare tops. A winch to hold 100 yards of fine line will do
for the fly-rod, but one capable of holding 200 yards of
strong line is needed for the larger rod. The lines should be
waterproof and plaited, and should not kink or get twisted.
Three dozen flies (artificial) of sizes will be ample, those
made from the hackles of the Sunaratee jungle-cock are the
most prized ; half-a-dozen artificial baits, also of sizes ; hooks
on lines, for attaching live or dead bait; and a dozen spoon-
baits, none smaller than a dessert-spoon, and going up in size
to a large gravy-spoon, are the best and most killing of all
bait for mahseer. Casts of single and double twisted gut for
fly-fishing, and treble gut twisted lines for trolling, are
required; the latter have brass swivels to prevent their
kinking as the spoon spins round; a dozen of each will
suffice. Twenty-four split rings, twenty-four extra swivels,
and a dozen weights for trolling are requisite, and three
dozen treble hooks. The gaff is nearly useless in mahseer
fishing, as their scales are so large and tough that it will not
penetrate, and I have lost many a fish by its use; the best
weapon is a light three- or two-pronged spear, which can be
thrown and will pierce through even the tough hide of a bull
mahseer of fifty pounds in weight. In trolling, a leather cup
attached to a belt to be worn round the waist to hold the butt
of your rod is a great comfort. It ought to have a double
swivel, and be capable of being moved up or down, or from
side to side. I made them up from recollections of what I
had seen fishermen use in England more than thirty years
ago; yet Hood, of the Bengal army, a capital fisherman and
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gportsman, says they were invented by his father a few years
ago. There is nothing new under the sun.

An outfit such as I have described above ought not to cost
more than £25. For fly-fishing choose rough water, throwing
the fly down stream and drawing it across stream. For
trolling get into a boat, if you can find one. Weight your
spoon, artificial or live-bait, sufficiently to cause it to sink
near the bottom, for there the largest fish take up their
station; throw out about thirty yards of line, and then have
your boat propelled as fast as possible up stream: the faster
your boat goes the better will your bait spin, and the greater
your chances of attracting a fish. If you can’t get a boat
don’t weight your line so heavily ; go where the stream
runs fastest, throw your bait well out, and let it be carried
down some way before you check it, then wind up slowly,
'and the chances are you will hook a fish ere long; but this
is far more fatiguing, and requires more patience, than the
boat work. On striking a fish pull up the boat at once, and
if you can land to play the fish so much the better. Mahseer
take from a quarter of an hour to two hours and more to
land ; be very patient after the first rush! Keep a gentle
strain on your line, with one finger on it, to feel its every
movement, and on a fish making & rush do not check it, but
let him drag the line out freely, but never allow it to be
slack for a second, and after giving him’ the butt gradually
wind up ; he will probably allow himself to be dragged some
thirty yards or more, then will make another rush, and now
and then they throw themselves right out of the water, but
not often; this soon tells on them, and their rushes before
long get feebler and feebler, till at last the fish is brought to
the surface and begins to turn over ; even then great circum-
spection is required. Do not frighten your fish, or be in too

) Nightingale at sunset, i.¢. 8.80, hooked a msahseer in the Godavery. He
1anded him about 2 A.M. He was a sixty pounder,
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great a hurry to handle him, as even in the last gasp a fish
will make a sudden effort to escape if suddenly alarmed, or
missed by the gaff or spear, and if you are not attentive to
its every movement you may lose your victim at the last
moment. I know nothing more exciting than to feel the
pull of a strong fish at the end of your line. If you can
keep half the head of your fish out of water it will drown in
a few seconds. After a big fish is safely deposited in the
bottom of your boat give it a smart rap, either with a hammer
or stone, on the head, to kill it, or its struggles may injure
your tackle, or the hooks may be forced into the legs or feet
of your boatmen, as has happened to me when I first began
fishing, Jerdon told me there were some nineteen kinds of
mahseer. 1 never saw more than two, or at the most three.
Though styled the Indian salmon, a mahseer belongs to the
barbels or carp, but it is a fish that affords fine sport, and it
is also very handsome. The Assamese call the largest
mahseer, which has a huge mouth, the assul, or true mahseer ;
the other, which has a smaller mouth and a different shaped
head, they call the boza. 1 don't know the name of the third.
There is also in the same stream a silvery trout-like fish with
small spots, and also a scaleless fish, allied to the cat-fish,
which the Burmese call the Nga Meen, and the Bengalees the
Bassah, that readily takes either the fly or spoon, and it is the
very best fresh-waler fish I know for eating. They grow up
to 14 lbs., but one of 7 1bs, is the best for the table. After
being hooked they do not afford much sport, as they succumb
almost immediately. Mahseer are very fair eating ; they have
very few small bones ; they make a capital curry. Kippered
they are also very good—as good then as salmon. The best
time for fishing for mahseer is from the early dawn to about
eleven and again from three to dark. The very big fish remain
in the deep water in the gorges, and I fancy might be caught
Dy bottom and float fishing. Green gram, I am told, is & very
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killing bait, and so is afta, or flour; this is made into large
balls, and thrown down on the bed in some deep pool, and
I have heard of fish from 60 to 80 lbs. weight being caught
off Gowhatty by the lascars of steamers anchoring there,
whereas I have fished there over and over again, with spoon,
artificial, and live-bait, without getting a single nibble. If
by keeping your finger on the line when trolling you feel no
vibration be sure your tackle has fouled under water, and
that it is not spinning, so pull up at once and see what is
amiss, It is very difficult to get reliable treble hooks. I
have had them so often break and straighten that I nearly
gave them up once as a bad job, but Farlow makes them
much better now ; the spoons are made of copper, electro-plated
in the inside. The dimensions of the largest mahseer I ever
killed are as follows :—

1 fish 411bs. in weight, 4 feet 3 inches length, 2 feet 8 inches girth.
1 » E ” ” 2 feet girth

1 o 44lbe.  , 4. 5 X 2 feet 4 inches girth,

The fish that gave me the most trouble to kill was one
28 1bs. in weight.

CAMP LIFE.

I can rough it as well as most men when I am forced to
do so, or at a pinch; but the pleasures of sport are greatly
enhanced if you have a comfortable tent or shed to go to, &
table to sit at, a chair, and a comfortable bed, after your day’s
fatigues are over; and all these can be taken with you into
camp at a very little extra cost. Never go anywhere without
good musquito-curtains. If you are near a river free from
alligators & swim morning and evening is very refreshing and
adds to a man’s health. Whatever may be the failings of
Indians, & want of cleanliness is not one. Pitch under a tree
as near water as you can, and not too close to a village; but
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before starting on your trip see everything packed yourself,
and have each box numbered, and note down its contents in
a pocket-book ; to each box have hasps and letter padlocks,
or if you have a servant you can trust, hand the keys over
to him, and make him personally responsible, making him
keep & daily account of all stores that are expended. If you
are not careful your servants waste so much and drink so
much more, that you have to take far more than you need or
you run out of stores before your time, which is very annoy-
ing. Madras servants have their good points, but as a rule
they cannot resist liquor, and as they eat what master eats,
your curry stuff, ghee, and meats of all sort disappear at a
marvellous rate. If you have elephants, get long narrow-
boxes and have them evenly weighted to sling on the pad.
If bullocks, have smaller boxes, also balanced for slinging;
but if you have to trust to coolies alone, get light weights, or
you will have no end of trouble in getting your coolies to
carry your loads; the outside the generality of coolies can
take is about sixty pounds between two. In Burmah you
cannot get coolies at all unless you are with the civil officer
of the district, and then only with difficulty. In Assam the
Cacharees carry loads, but the Hindoos will not ; and as the
mouzadars are all Hindoos, they send miles and miles away
and impress the poor Cacharees, sparing their own caste. In
the northern diviSion of Madras travelling is much easier,
but still no great numbers of coolies can be got together; so
the lighter a man moves the better. When you intend to go
for a two months’ trip into the far interior, take all you want
and form a depdt in charge of a man, and send back ocea-
sionally as you require stores ; do not attempt to move more
things than are requisite for a fortnight at a time, unless you
can take them in carts, Waterproof sheets are essential to
put over your cot and to roll your bedding in. In Burmah
there are zyats or rest-houses nearly everywhere; if there is



188 SPORT IN ABSAM, THE COSSYAH HILLS, ETC.

not one, & Burman will turn out and give up his house to you
willingly, and think himself well paid if you give him a little
tobacco or something to drink. As their houses are well
raised off the ground and very clean, you can without fear
occupy one; or they will soon rig yon up a comfortable
bamboo house for a few rupees. Tents are useless, and not
wanted in Burmah. In Assam there are no rest-houses, and
the Assamese huts are filthy, and the people bigoted; at
times there is what they call a nam ghur or place of worship,
and if this be away from the principal villages, the people
will not object to your putting up in one, but they do not
like it. You can get sheds built, but they are miserable things ;
but unless you have elephants you cannot take tents, so you
must be content with such accommodation as you can find.
For shooting in the hill districts in the northern division,
Madras Presidency, you must take a small tent about with
you, as there are no huts fit to put up in, with one or two
exceptions where the Collector has built sheds. Camp
tables, chairs, &c, can be bought nearly everywhere. A
small table and two light chairs, together with your jungle
wash-hand-stand and basin one coolie can take; two your
bedding. A cawady load, that is, two light baskets slung on
a pole over a man’s shoulder, will take all your plates, knives,
food for the day, &c.; and another will carry all the imple-
ments your cook requires, and cight or ten”other coolies ought
to carry all you want for ten days, living comfortably, with
wine and beer to driuk, and tins, &c., for an emergency. If
you live well in the jungles you run less chance of catching
fever than if you live poorly. If you get wet change directly
you reach camp. It does not much matter whilst you are on
the move. (o to bed early and be up and dressed before
daybreak. Always drink a cup of hot coffee or tea before
going out. Some advocate eating too, but that I could
never manage so catly in the morning. If vou go out for the
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day, take your breakfast with you; one of your shikarees can
carry it in a haversack without inconvenience, Always carry
a gun or rifle: do not be unarmed at any price. You can
never tell when you may see a beast, and if you have not a
weapon in your hand you may lose a chance the like of which
you may not get again. In a very short time a man gets so
used to carrying his own rifle, that he misses it if he has it
not by him. I cannot walk Lalf so well without a rifie as T
can with one. When you go into the jungles take quinine,
chlorodyne, and some citrate of magnesia, and purgative pills
with you. In Burmah especially the people will often do
more for you if you give them a nauseous dranght of physic
than for money. They, with all orientals, imagine that every
European must be a doctor born. I must say I agree with
the adage, that a man at forty is either able to physic him-
self or is a fool; and particularly in India Europeans are
so thrown upon their own resources, that they soon learn to
treat properly the ordinary ills a man is heir to; but the less
physic a man takes the better. Exercise and a moderate diet
will keep a man in better health than all the nostrums emanat-
ing from the College of Physicians. No man can wander
about the jungles of India and be invariably free from fever,
but generally the fault is his own if he contracts fever and
ague. It may arise from biliousness, as it very often does;
but real jungle-fever is not only contracted by inhaling
malaria, but from a man, wet through with perspiration, sit-
ting in a draught in his shirt-sleeves, and allowing not only
himself to cool, but his clothes to dry om his back; but if
directly & man reaches his camp he strips himself of his wet
clothes, jumps into a bath, and then either re-dresses him-
self or puts on light, airy costume, he need not be afraid,
and he will be no worse for his fatigue and daily wanderings.
Sleep under musquito-curtains ; these will ward off miasma
at night. It is a mistake fagging all day, either on foot or on
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elephants, After ten o'clock in the hot weather most game
retires to rest in impenetrable jungle, and you gain nothing
by going out after it. Search for your game from 5 AM. to
10 or 11, then rest till 2 or 3 under the shade of a tree,
and recommence your exertions, and you will lose nothing by
having rested. Shoes with serrated gutta-percha soles to pre-
vent slipping are the best for stalking ; for wet shooting, that
is, if you go after big game in the rains, good English hob-
nailed shoes are requisite. Avoid stimulants in the sun, and
do not smoke excessively. After your day’s fatigue is over
make a hearty meal, and drink whatever pleases you most.
There is no harm in a man partaking of a bottle of beer or
moselle or champagne, followed by a glass or two of sherry
and a night-cap of grog before retiring to rest. This all de-
pends on a man’s taste, and whether he can afford it or not.
A patent digester or & Warren's digester is a capital cooking
pot, very useful for stews in the jungle. Your cooking-pots
should fit one into the other ; block-tin ones are the best with
shifting handles. A ham or a tin or two of Crosse and
Blackwell’s bacon (choose the very thin tins, which contain
the streaky belly part), a few tins of preserved vegetables,
such as mashed turnips, peas, French beans, and carrots, are
always good. A few tins of lobster are useful for converting
into a curry when you are in a hurry, and although potted
meats are an abomination, always take-a few, because you
may be unlucky and some day be forced to fall back upon
them, though T cannot conceive any one eating them of their
own free willL The black Leicestershire mushrooms are the
only ones fit to eat, and there is no sauce but Worcestershire
fit for anything, unless it be Lazenby’s or Harvey’s sauce,
which'is more fitted for fish; and anchovy sauce for the same
purpose or for toast. Sardines and Oxford sausages are also
useful,



CHAPTER VIIL

SPORT IN THE HILLY DISTRICTS OF THE NORTHERN DIVISION
' OF MADRAS,~-GOODUM,—ANNANTAGHERRY, ETC.

TuesE hilly tracts have acquired, most unjustly I think,
the name of being very deadly. In 1852 I had orgenised a
party to go into them, but Mr. Prendergast, the Collector,
would not let me go. He said they were most deadly, and
that if I wanted to die I.had better go to Burmah, or commit
suicide, and that so far from assisting me he would throw
every obstacle in my way. Neither he nor I in those days
had any idea that I should so soon be sent to Burmah and
remain there so many years; and Colonel MacMaster, in
talking of them, says “they” (meaning himself and com-
rades) “were chasing niggers and catching fever” I had
always longed to explore them, and had been but a very
short time at Vizianagram when I obtained ten days’ leave
and made my first acquaintance with them.

Vizianagram, though only some eight miles fromn the sea, is
the most hot and sultry place I have ever been to. It is
situated in a hollow, swrrounded by bare, rocky hills, and I
was very glad to-get out of it, even for a few days. Within
& reasonable distance of it there are a few antelopes and
spotted deer to be found, but very little small game.
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July 8th.—1 obtained ten days’ leave, and started for the
hills at 3 .M. I drove out the first eleven miles, and riding
four more, reached my camp at a place called Tatapoodi.
This is a very good place for spotted deer and small game.
Some twenty years ago bison were shot here, and some eight
or ten years ago a swamp-deer was killed, the last of its
race in these parts, for there are none there now.

9th—Started for the hills at 5 AM. I sent my servants
and traps in a cart along the government road, whilst I took
a short cut through the hills in search of sport. I heard a
few pea-fowl, but saw nothing. My servants saw several
herds of spotted deer. 1 reached Cossipooram at 7.30 A.M,,
but my cart did not come up till past 9. It tovk us some
time to get coolies, and we made a final start up the ghat
at 12,

The first portion of the road, about five 1niles, is pretty
fair; the ascent then commences. There was a good road
up this ghat many years ago, but it is nearly obliterated
in many parts, and in others it is so bad as to be scarcely
passable. I had lent tp me a pony by H.H. the Maharajah of
Vizianagram, but the beast was such a screw I was glad to
get off him and walk; as I had heen and was still
suffering from severe diarrhwa I found the climb very
fatiguing, but the higher I ascended the pleasanter became
the climate, The flora changed from th#t of the plains to
what I had been accustomed to in the Cossyah and Jyntiah
Hills, The same terrestrial orchids, flowering shrubs and
trees, first scattered here and there, soon became plentiful, and
on looking back the plains of Vizianagram, with tanks and
bheels dotted about, reminded me very much of the scenery
looking down from Cherra Poonjee on to the plains of Sylhet.
Not knowing how far my destination, Annatagherry, might
be, I halted on the top of the first considerable range, at a
small village, Railwal. My aneroid barometer showed an
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elevation of 2,400 feet above Vizianagram. I pitched my
Bechoba tent, but did not put up the kanats, or sides, and
I was awakened in the night feeling bitterly cold! For-
tunately I had brought with me a large blanket to sleep upon
in lien of a mattress. This I cut into two halves, sleeping on
one and covering myself with the other. Here, within twelve
hours’ easy journey of Vizianagram I was glad to put over mea
blanket, whilst at that vile hole sleep, even under & punkah,
was almost impossible. This portion of the hills is very pretty,
slightly undulating, and patches of different kinds of cultiva-
tion add additional beauty to the lights and shadows of the
surrounding hills and forests. The water was very cold.

10th—Got up at 3.30 AM. Got things off by 5 AMm
Road, with the exception of a bit here and there, very fair,
showing engineering skill in its formation. Pity, when once
this road had been constructed, that it had not been kept up,
for if this place was easily accessible it would be such a boon
for those grilling in the plains to come to. I took it easy,
for my diarrheea still continued, and I felt as weak as a rat.
Reached Annantagherry at 7, and pitched my camp in a
nice open plain, a few hundred feet square, on the banks of a
mountain stream, at an elevation of 2,800 feet. Imme-
diately to the front and to the right were far higher hills,
partially covered with coffee.

Here the climate®was really lovely, cooler and pleasanter
than at Shillong at the same season, This time in pitching
my tent I put up the Zanats and made myself comfortable :
my servants were in a shed adjoining, which I had built for
them. Villagers had been warned of our coming, and two
parties were out tracking.

Six miles beyond where we were encamped is Galicondah,!
3,600 feet high. The situation is not good, as it is in a valley
through which the nightly wind, spoken of elsewhere, blows

1 Teeloogoo for Hill of Storms.
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down into the plains in a perfect tornado. This was tried,
many years ago, as a sanatarium, but of course it failed, as
all sleeping within the influence of that wind got jungle
fever, and many died. It was also extensively cultivated
with coffee, and there is still a considerable garden there
now, but as no care has been taken of the plants, very many
have died out, and more have run into jungle. Annantagherry,
though much lower, is away from the influence of this pesti-
lential wind, and I believe it is perfectly free from fever.
Soon after pitching camp heavy rain set in and continued for
several hours. The trackers returned about 12 and reported
having marked down bison about two miles off. So about 2
I started, but feeling very weak and out of sorts. We had a
good deal of going up and down hills, the highest point
reached being 3,300 feet. The coffee we passed through was
left to take care of itself. It had not been pruned nor hoed,
nor had the jungles been’cleared for some years past, so it is
gradually lapsing into jungle, and will soon die out. Some
of the plants in the clearer parts of the hill showed signs of
a vigorous growth, and I believe the coffee they produce is
excellent, but how it lives at all is a puzzle, as these hills are
covered with rocks and stones, and show little signs of any
good soil. A great deal more jungle had been cut away than
had been planted, and the hill-sides were now covered
with the second growth, which is always more jungly, and
creepers and thorny bushes spring up where none existed
before—these, combined with the loose stones lying about
on the surface, and differing in size from a football to a
marble, render stalking all but impossible.

After going a good two miles, as we were descending into
a densely wooded valley, half-way up the side of the opposite
hill, and under the shade of a few scraggy trees, appeared a
bison, chewing the cud and lazily flapping off the flies with
his tail. We were a good 600 yards off, and apparently he
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had not heard us, and the wind was blowing from him to us,
80 we right-about faced, intending to make a long detour, and
to approach him from a favourable quarter, but he slowly
began to ascend the hill and to go down wind. Nothing I could
say would induce the shikarees to carry out my viéws; follow
in his wake they would, and I knew that it was folly to do
80, but as this was the first time I had been out with these
men I let them have their own way. So, though I knew it
was a useless fag, I followed the brute up and down hill for two
hours, getting a glimpse of him only once, and then he went
off at a trot, and we never sighted him again. As I was dead
beat I was glad to sit down for an hour before trudging to
camp, which we reached about dark. 1 was glad to get hot
water to bathe in, and, notwithstanding my blanket, I was
very cold all night.

11¢h.—1 was up and dressed by 4.30 A.M,, but the guides
did not come till 5.30 A.M. We then went over the same
jungle as yesterday, and searched about for the bull till 9 a.m.,
but did not see any signs of kim, so we went back to camp and
sent out men in various directions looking for tracks. These
returned at 3 r.M. with fresh droppings, both of bison and
sambur, and said they had warked down a herd into some
jungle near a village called Soba. At 4.30 P.Mm., just as I had
bathed and made myself comfortable, a villager rushed in
and reported that the bull was grazing amongst the coffee
not half a mile off, so I dressed and went after him. There
he was, sure enough, and leaving all the people watching
him, I took one wman, with a spare gun, and made a long
circuit to get above him. This took me nearly an hour to do,
and when I reached the place where he ought to have been
he was not visible. I took up his tracks, but as he had gone
down hill and wind and through the most tangled places, I
soon gave him up and went home. Owing to this attack of
diarrheea I was so weak that I was utterly unfit to undergo
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the exertion necessary to follow up bison successfully. I left
off all solid food, beer, &c., and confined myself to drinking
three pints of milk, mixed with eggs and sherry, in pint
doses three times a day, and soon found myself getting better,
but during the whole trip I was too weak to be successful.
12th.—1 started with one shikaree at § A.M., leaving the
other to follow with the beaters, for finding stalking im-
possible I had determined to try a beat, though as & rule I
dislike that mode of sport very much. It disturbs the country
8o, and the chances are the game goes away by any pass in
preference to the one you are posted at, or it will break back.
I had a good six-mile walk, and descended 500 feet, and the
country, though not so pleasant to live in, looked more
favourablefor sport. The beaters turned up at 8 AM. They
posted me half-way up the side of a hill and sent men also to
guard other passes. After an hour’s beat we heard a rustling
and a pit-a-pat coming towards us, and on looking over the
bushes we had placed as a screen, within twenty yards were
three bison, crowding together, and hesitating whether to
advance or not. I took a careful shot at the chest of the
nearest ; it fell over on to the next one, which exposed its
shoulders, and I fired a shell which told loudly; the two
floundered about and seemed about to fall, but recovering, all
three ran down the hill. I took the express and again hit
one, but whether one of those previofisly hit or not I don't
know; they ran back towards the beaters, two of them very
groggy. The beat continued, and a bull bison ran along the
base of the hill; I ran down to cut him off, but he was too
fast for me, and got away without a shot. As the coolies
objected to enter the jungle into which the wounded bison
had retired, I went down, and teking up the tracks, along
which the blood lay in pools, I followed up. In one place
we picked up & bit of flesh which looked like a bit of liver,
and on approaching a watercourse the bison charged back
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and sent the coolies flying. The place where they had been
standing was covered with blood. Further on the jungle was
very nasty, and as we could not see a yard in our front we
had to advance cautiously. The animals allowed us to pass
and then broke back. I was too weak to follow them up, so
lying down under a tree I sent the shikarees after them. The
beaters refused to beat any more, as they were afraid of the
wounded bison. One of them had rolled down a whole hill-
side, and had lain down five or six times within the mile, yet
the nature of the jungle was such that progress was very
slow, and the noise made so great, that the animal had
strength to get up and retreat still further without allowing
itself to be seen. One of the two dodged and got back to the
jungle whence it had been driven in the morning and lay
down. How I failed to bag all three bison, and that with
one ball each, I can’t imagine. I was perfectly cool, and the
distance not more than twenty yards, and though I wounded
two to the death, I failed to bag them, then and there, as I
ought to have done.

It rained heavily all day, and I was glad to crawl home
disgusted with my own bad shooting.

Although there are no painted partridges about Vizian-
agram, yet in these hills they were calling in every direction,
and the whole country reminded me very much of that about
Nongpah en route to Shillong,

13th—Started in pouring rain for Soba and the country
beyond to look up the wounded bison. We had a steep
descent, and then over undulating ground for six miles.
‘When we got into the forest we easily took up the trail of
the wounded bison, and sent men round to beat it towards
me; and, peering about, I saw the marks of a large herd,
which could have passed the place but a little while before
I took up my position, and heard the bison moving about
within fifty yards of me in a dense patch. Presently I
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heard it lie down. I was just going to crawl in after it,
when one of the beaters came running back and said there
was a large herd of bison close by, and if I would go a
little further up the river they would beat them up towards
me. So, thinking the wounded ome would be quite safe
where it was, off I went. In the first beat the coolies failed
to induce the herd to come my way. I then shifted my
quarters about half & mile off, but that did not answer, and
for two hours I was running backwards and forwards en-
deavouring to guard three passes till I was nearly dead. At
last, losing patience, I went straight into the jungle where
they were; and just as I got to an open spot, a good-sized
young bull, as I thought, ran out and stopped for a moment.
I took a careful shot and fired a shell into his shoulder
low down. On receiving it the bison ran back, and a herd
of eight bison of all sizes ran out. They were so mixed
up together that it was difficult to distinguish at first a
bull from the cows, and when I did make out one to be
much larger than the rest, they had got some way and were
entering the opposite jungle. I fired well forward, my ball
fell just in front of the bull, and very nearly brought him
down as he swerved suddenly to the right to avoid the ball,
and all hut fell over in so doing. The one I had fired at
had brought up the rear, and, after staggering about, fell down
and died. I then tried two more be'aats, and went after
the wounded one, but the rush of the herd and my shots
had disturbed it, and its marks were obliterated by theirs,
and only a drop or two of blood could be seen here and
there. 8o, much disgusted, I had to leave this one to die.

I then went back to the dead bison, and found it was not
a bull, but a cow about four years old, but certainly by far the
smallest bison I had ever killed. Those in Burmah were
perfect monsters in comparison, and I noticed marked dif-
ferences between them. The nose of this was not nearly so
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Roman, the head far shorter, the dorsal ridge not so pro-
mirent and not extending so far back as of those killed in
Burmah. It was altogether a prettier, but far smaller animal.
On oyening it 1 found my shell had penetrated the heart, yet
this animal ran some 200 yards, and had enough life in it for
two o three minutes to have killed a dozen men.

I tudged home quietly, and got there at 4.30 P.M. On
talking to one of my shikarees, he said all the bisons on
these 1ills were much smaller than those found near the
Godavey and in the Wynaad and in the Anamallies, and 1
should gay this was the case, for all those I saw in this and
the susequent trip were decidedly small, the largest pro-
bably nt above eighteen hands, and in Burmah I have killed
them al but twenty-one hands! A pure gyal I had in
Assam vas fully as large, if not larger, than this cow ; and at
first 1 hought this one might be a gyal, but half a look at
its frotal development, surmounted by the semi-cylindric
crest, wich is always such a prominent object in the head of
a gaur convinced me that though perhaps belonging to a
smalle: variety, it was & true Bos gaurus. She was just
fifteen ands high.

14¢hTried after the solitary bull, but it rained so heavily
T coulnot get the coolies to beat properly, so gave it up and
returnd to the tent, packed up my traps, went down the
ghat tCassipooranf and back to Vizianagram the next day.
One ofthe trackers followed after me, and reported having
plcledup one of the bison. This was the one that broke
bac{, md was not nearly so badly wounded a8 the other, so
thel ought to have been recovered too, but "I made a sad
buéle of it altogether.

[ Guopum Hivnrs.

Lrsse, formerly of the 9th, and one of the best shots in
Infa and T had agreed to take a trip together, but neither of
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us could get leave when we wanted it, but Persse got two
months’ leave from the 1st August, and I got a month from
the 15th of the same month. Persse came up to Vizi¢na-
gram,and killed various spotted-deer and antelope, but h¢ was
not as lucky as he usually is. He started for Nma;étam
on Thursday, the 10th ; and as the Rajah was kind egough
to lend us a carriage to take us out to Santiam, Macfartie
of the Civil Service and I went with him. We arripd at
our destination about 9 A.M., breakfasted, and then wnt to
beat & long hill for bears. Two bears were started. Persse
wounded one badly, but lost it for the time ; I broke he jaw
of another, which a shikaree potted as it passed unjer the
tree in which he was perched. We got soaking wetpnd in
the evening MacCartie and I drove back to the statin, and
Persse went on to Nursapatam, where I agreed to mé¢t him
on the following Sunday. x
Saturday, 12th August.—Left Vizianagram with MaCartie
at 3.30 P ; drove to Santiam Police Station, twedy-four
miles distant; got there at 6 p.M. MacCartie wenion to
Waltair. I got on to one of hie elephants and ed
Sabarum at 9.30 p.M.; got into a Palkee, and, sta
10 p.M, reached Nursapatam at 8.30 A.M.—the di forty
miles, Persse did not arrive till 10.30 oM. He bi very
little sport en route, having bagged but a spotted doe gd two
duck. His elephants did not arrive till past 12. Sex them
off again at 6 to Kondescenta, at the foot of the ghat.
Monday, 14th—Started at a quarter to 4 AM.;
Kondescenta at 630 oM. We sent on our kit fi
breakfasted here, starting again at a guarter to 9.
the worst ghat I ever travelled over—far worse than

pretence of a road. It was merely going up the almost
pendicular hed of a mountain torrent. The elephant
scarcely go at all, and we ourselves did not reach Lumsini,
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anly nine miles off, till past 2. On the road saw marks of
bison, and on following them up started a doe sambur. Ther-
mometer at Nursapatam 85°, at Lumsinhgi at 5 pM. 76°;
altitude by aneroid, 3,150 feet. Nice cloudy weather. We
put =p in the police-station. This village reminds me very
wuch of Cossyah villages, being equally dirty and with dense
jungle all round, and built on the face of a hill. Our traps
came up at dark. We dined at 4 p.M, and made inquiries
about game. A local shikaree was produeed who said bison
and spotted deer and sambur abounded ; but we determined
to go on further.

Tuesday, 15th—Started at 5 Am. for Chintapilly, close to
Anterla of the maps ; the road wonderfully level for the hills,
and with the exception of geing down and up several nasty
nullahs, we scarcely ascended or descended. These are very
nasty mullahs to cross, with clayey bottoms and sides, and
very steep.

About two miles from Chintapilly Persse turned off the
beaten path. I was about a quarter of a mile ahead, and’
went on, not knowing his intention of trying for game.
Presently I heard several shots, and ascertained afterwards
that Persse, on descending into the bed. of the nullah, came
upon two bears. As they bolted up the bank he fired at the
leading one, which fell back on the one behind, and the two
rolled down almost®n the top of Persse and his men. Persse
dropped his gnn and took to his heels, the bears after him;
but after running a little way he met a man with his spare
rifle, and, turning rouisd, -killed the leading bear—a large
female; the other turged-ronnd and fled. Chintapilly is
very prettily sitasted, with undulstions all round and higher
hills in the distance. There is u small village here and a
capital reat-honse, and when iny sompanion was here before,
about two years ago, bison oould be seen feeding abomt all
round; but we were out at the very worst season, in the
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depth of the rains, the grass was very high, and the jungle
dense. All these hills have numerous salt-licks, where a
whitish earth composed of sodium is found, and of which all
the bovine and deer tribe are very fond. We went after
bison at 3.30, and kept together for about a mile. We then
separated, Persse following up fresh marks, and I going to
the left in the hopes of getting a shot after he had had his.
Persse soon came upon the herd, and killed one and wounded
another ; and though I heard them galloping away, I saw
none. I came upon fresh tracks, and went along them for a
long while, but saw nothing. I then heard Persse fire again,
and three or four spotted deer came towards me. I picked
out the buck and dropped him on his hocks, dead. I then
went towards where I had heard Persse’s last shots, and
found he had killed a fine cow. There were several men
skinning it, so I sent one of them back to help to carry my
buck home; and my pattern-man volunteering to show me
the way home, I, like a fool, followed him, and, after an
hour’s trudge, I found myself at the very spot whence we
had started. So I got one of the villagers to pilot me, and
reached the bungalow within half an hour. The grass is very
high, and the whole country densely covered with a vigorous
undergrowth.

Wednesday, 16th—We started at a quarter to 6 ; we kept
together for a mile, then Persse went to tHb right and I to the
left. I walked a good five miles without seeing anything;
no fresh signs at any of the licks, but beyond the place where
Goodrich, the collector, had killed a leviathan bull last year
I disturbed a bison, but it was gone almost before it was
seen. We then went towards Anterla, and meeting an old
man, he promised to show me lots of bison, and said he would
come for me at 3 P.4. Going homewards I saw a bison, and
tried hard to stalk it, but it and a herd with it went up a fear-
ful hill covered with grass six to eight feet high. I went after
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them and reached the top nearly dead, but though they had
left their cards behind them, and were evidently but a little
in advance of me, I did not see the ghost of one. I reached
camp at 12.30, after six and a half hours’ incessant walking.
Persse had got nothing, but he had seen the fresh tracks of a
buffalo—a strange beast to meet in these parts.

At 4 p.M. we went out again—DPersse to his old ground and
I to where Fraser, the Police Superintendent, had killed a
bull‘last year. I saw lots of marks, but no game, and got
back at 7 .M. thoroughly done up. Persse had bagged a cow
and wounded another.

Thursday, 17th.—1 started at a quarter to 5, passed Persse’s
cow which he had killed last evening, and went two or three
miles further to a favourite salt-lick without secing a thing.
As my pattern-man was thoroughly done with yesterday’s
trudge, I had taken a mahout to hal-lal any game I might
shoot. This man was behind, and on passing a low hill
covered with bamboos he called out that he could see two
bison. We all pulled up. I took the binoculars and
examined the hill carefully, but neither I nor any of those
with me could see any living creature, but as the man per-
sisted in his statement, leaving all but one gun-carrier behind,
I carefully approached the hill, and after a while made out a
bison feeding at the foot of the hill and one half-way up. I
sat down behind # tree and waited, as the ghoulder of the
nearest bison was protected by a clump of bamboos. In a
few minutes it had fed clear, and I got a shoulder shot, but
the distance was fully 100 yards off. The bullet sped true,
the bison staggered, and spun round, and ran right towards
me, followed by the other. I fired another shot, but missed.
Taking up the express, and seeing the one already hit about
to fall, I let fly at the other, which ran forwards fifty yards,
and fell dead! We had the bison first hit hal-lal-ed, but the
second was stone dead. To my disgust I found they were
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both fine large cows, of the same variety as those I had shot
at Soba, near Galicondah. Leaving the bison, we went home
by another route, and saw innumerable forms of sambur, but
no game. At 11 o'clock Persse and I started on elephants
to fetch the bisons’ trophies to camp and also intending to try
for more beyond. We reached the kills at 1, and rested
under a tree, when Persse went one way and I another. I
went through a beautiful country; I saw the marks of the
buffalo, and many fresh tracks of bison, but did not come
across a living thing,

Friday, 18th.—All this trip I was suffering from my late
complaint, diarrheea, and was quite unfit to go through such
exercise as I was taking daily. At times I felt so done up,
I thought T should have to give in and go back home, but
after a night’s rest I always felt fit to start afresh; but this
morning, as I knew I should have a good deal of climbing to
do, I went on an elephant as far as Anterla; hit off the
tracks of a large herd of bison and followed them up, but they
gave me a long chase. I went two ranges beyond Anterla ;.
the herd had crossed a plain and eaten all the paddy ; and
I heard a shot fired and thought it was Persse, but ascer-
tained afterwards it was a Peeler going his rounds, who had
come across the herd I had been following for hours, and,
had killed one cow and disturbed all the rest. Forsyth in
his excellent book on the Highlands of Central India, says
bison do not eat grain cultivated by villagers, but here was
a case in point. I went to one lick where the sambur must
assemble nightly in hundreds. Our guides picked up a
villager, and they kept too much to the open. It was get-
ting hot, and I was sure the bison had taken shelter under
the tree-forest, and just as I was turning to enter a belt of
trees, the mahout—the same as the one who was out with
me yesterday—said he had heard, he thought, bison or some
large animals move in the forest we were entering. I had
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scarcely gone fifty yards when an exclamation from the
mahout made me look up, and there was a bull bison
staring me in the face. Before I could take the rifle off my
shoulder, the bull turned and went off full score, and I
thought I had missed it, but as I got one drop of blood I
fancy I must have hit it very slightly. A cow had evi-
dently joined him, and the two went together some way,
when the bull went down the hill into some dense grass
whilst the cow kept straight on. We followed the latter,
and had to go over numerous hills and down dales before
we saw anything. Then in the distance we saw a herd of
bison : they did not see us, but I fear they must have winded
us, as they began to move up hilL. I took a long shot
at the biggest, and as I saw my shot strike up the dust
beyond imagined I had missed. The whole herd went off,
luckily in our direction, that is, in the same direction as
we were going; and on following them up came on blood,
and followed it up. We sat down for some time to allow
the bison to get well ahead and to settle down, and then
resumed our trudge. It was a good three hours before we
sighted the herd again; we then saw them in the open, and
although we were under trees and, as I thought, hidden,
they had evidently heard us, as they were all staring in our
direction : so kneeling down I took a shot at the chest of the
nearest—the result #4/ ; but again we found blood. We had
a long tramp to get fo the elephants, and then went home,
which we reached at 3 P.M. Persse voted for leaving the
hills—the rain incessant, and he funks getting wet. I pre-
ferred remaining, but as he was so anxious to go I gave in.
‘We had sent men from Nursapatam to go to a place called
Looroogudum, and they ought to have been here yesterday,
but no news of them.

I forgot to say that on the 17th, before shooting the two
bison, I came upon the solitary buffalo—a bull—the only one
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in these parts. He had a fair head, but as I had shot so
many both in Burmah and Assam I let him go, for some one
who has not shot one to kill. He got up out of a swampy
bit, within fifty yards, and ran tail on for his life. My
shikarees were much disgusted with me for not firing at it,
as a buffalo is considered a great prize on the Madras side.
There are no buffaloes on these hills east of Darahcondah,
so this brute must have wandered fully thirty miles from his
usual haunts, or have been driven out of a herd, and have
sought out for himself fresh pastures. I fancy a full-grown
buffalo would weigh more than a bison: he is not so tall, but
his bulk is immense.

‘Whilst Persse went direct to Lumsinghi, 1 started very
early to look for bison, and sent my pony on to a village
called Ravarintad, about five miles off, with my breakfast, to
wait for me. I went towards where I had killed on the 17th.
The men kept a great deal too much to the open, so I took
a line of my own, and entered a tree-forest. In this, whilst
I was taking temporary rest, I thought I saw a pair of horns,
but before 1 could get hold of the binoculars they had dis-
appeared. 1 went to the spot, and there, sure enough, was
the fresh mark of a large bull. I took up the trail and
followed it carefully. The brute had gone through a good
deal of entangled forest, but as it had only a couple of
minutes” start of us, we followed. A séern chase is pro-
verbially a long one, and this proved no exception. We
went miles, and then came to a bill covered with bamboos, up
which he had evidently clambered; here we sat down to
rest, for I was very weak and in a bad state of health. We
sat for a quarter of an hour, and on starting there was a
dispute between my two men as to which way the bison
had gone. I was a little to the left, and, hearing a noise
ahead, I endeavoured to quiet the men, but they did not
hear me, and continued their wrangle. From behind s
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bamboo clump out came an immense pair of horns. I
thought it was the buffalo, and damned him for coming in
the way, but in a moment out came the head, neck, and
shoulders of one of the largest horned bison I ever saw!
Before I could throw the rifle forward, with a snort he had
disappeared ! How I cursed my own stupidity in not coming
to the ready when I first saw the horns! I think I could
have foored him where he stood, as he was not more than
fifty yards from me, but the opportunity was gone. I fol-
lowed and followed up hill and down dale, but never saw
him more. I disturbed a herd of sambur. I saw several
does scuttling away. My shikarees said there was a fine
stag amongst them, but I did not see him. The rain came
down in buckets, and as I had a long march before me, I
turned toward Ravarintad, and got there at 1.15, expecting
to find my pony and breakfast there, but the villainous syce,
fearing to remain there, although he had a coolie with him,
and the country was quite open, had gone on. So, tired as
I was, I bad to trudge on. My shoes were cutting into my
feet, the road was a mass of mud and water, whilst overhead
the rain was pouring down a perfect flood. I walked and
walked, till I got within sight of Lumsinghi at 415 p.m., and
there I found my horsekeeper and my breakfast. This was
fuore than I could stand, and taught the man a lesson. I was
very glad to find myself at the police-station, and to go to bed.

Sunday, 20th.—Persse went down the ghat; I went with
the local shikaree to the salt-lick, where he said bison and
sambur were plentiful. I found the distance a good six miles
off, instead of three as the guide made out. I left before it
was light, at a quarter past 4. About half-past 6 I reached the
lick. There were no fresh marks; the newest about two
days old, but as it was a large bull’s, and the beast seemed in
the habit of coming and going the same way, I followed up
in the hope of coming across him in the traa-forest b T
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eventually lost the track, and seeing no signs of bison, and
coming across a herd of spotted does, I shot one for the pot,
and got back to the station at 10.30 .. I then breakfasted,
and started down the ghat at 11, and reached Kondescenta
at 1.30 ., where I found Persse, who had killed a jungle
sheep en routs. 1 also started a sambur and a barking deer,
but did not get a shot. We left again at 3.30 ».x, and got
to Nursapatam at 6 .M,

Monday, 21st.—Persse went after spotted deer, but saw
none ; I after antelope. I hit a buck, but lost it in some
khets, or fields of high corn. There were too many people
about cultivating to make it safe to shoot ball, g0 I would not
risk another shot. In the afternoon Persse went after ante-
lope, but did not get any.

Tuesday, 22nd.—1I did not go out. Persse did, and brought
.home a buck antelope in the morning; and again in the after-
noon. We agreed to separate, he going towards Tornee and
I back to the hills. Qur shikarees returned from Soara-
goodum ; they reported that there was no game there, but at
another place, not far off, called Lodode, they had come upon
a herd of bison, and had seen one old bull. I sent my traps
on to Kondescenta.

Wednesday, 23rd.—1 started at 3 A.M., and got to camp at
a quarter to 6; so, having plenty of time before me, went
to look at a salt-lick, about two miles off, where the people
report bison and sambur, The marks were very plentiful,
and as some of the visitants seemed very old bulls, T deter-
mined to have a haul here; so keeping a few things, and
sending the rest on to Lumsinghi, I pitched my tent on the
banks of a stream about half a mile from the lick. It rained
for the greater part of the day, but cleared up towards the
afternoon ; the people persuaded me to sit up in a mart over
the lick, and although the night was quite dark, I, like a fool,
consented to do so. No soomer had we got there than it
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began to pow down, and as we were sitting in a hollow we
soon had a foot of water round us. Several bison came, but
they smelt us, snorted, and went off before we could get a
gllmpse of them. Getting tired of this, about 11 I went
back to camp.

Thursday, 24th.—Sending my traps up the ghit, T went
after the bison, and took up a large track, but the bull had
gone through awful jungle, through which it was impossible
to go along noiselessly. We heard it ahead, and I think we
might have come upon it in time, but unfortunately a -
wretched woodcutter began to hack away at a tree; the bull
took fright aud went oft full score. We still followed on,
and about 10 came in sight of a herd, but they had sighted
us too, and went off, over the hills and far away, so I walked
back to my camp, breakfasted, and started up the ghit.
Before 1 had gone half-way it began to rain cats and dogs,
and we got to the station at 4+ P.M., more like drowned rats
than anything else. Fortunately my waterproof sheets had
kept my bedding dry. I found nothing here; my officious
pattern-man had taken everything on, so I had not even a
suit of clothes. I gave all my shivering followers a tot of
brandy all round, lighted a huge fire, and tried to dry my
clothes sufficiently to put on in the morning.

Triday, 25th.—My clothes were not half dry, but I had to
put them on all the 8ame. We started at 7 for Gungaree,
about six miles off, near the lick I had visited on Sunday the
20th, and got there at a quarter to 9. The country here
is exceedingly pretty, alternately wood and plain, and very
level for the hills, and would form an admirable site for a
Sanatarium. I visited the salt lick, and there were dozens of
marks, quite fresh, and amongst them some very large ones,
so I determined to halt here and hunt the neighbourhood.
The local shikaree Nokanah was with me, and I sent him on
to a village about eight miles off, where the people report
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there are many bison. It rained until about 1, and then
cleared up a bit, so I ventured out, but had not been gone an
hour wlen it recommenced to pour, and did not cease the
whole afternoon. I got on to quite fresh tracks and followed
them till they led up a stecp hill. Here we had great diffi-
culty in tracking; in fact, the people here are afraid of
bison, and do uot like following them in heavy jungle. I had
to go up to the top of a hill 3,700 feet above the plains; I
had put the rifles into their waterproof covers as the rain
never ceased for one moment. In the long grass on the top
of a hill the men pointed out two large ears. 1 said they
were sambur’s, the men that they were bison's. A smaller
animal was also lying down, which I took to be the young
of the larger. We never moved. I took the rifles out of
their cases to be ready, and waited patiently ; suddenly some-
thing frightened the two animals and they both ran right up
to us; the young one we could have touched asit passed, the
larger pulled up about ten yards off, and stared at usin
amazement, but to the great disgust of my men I would
not fire, and it recovering itself, followed its bulcha. The
odd part is, when I first saw these animals I said they were
sambur and the men bison. Now I insisted they were a
peir of young bison, and the men that they were sambur.
Nothing can be more dissimilar; there is not a point “of
resemblance between them. Bison hale long teils—sambur
very short ones. The young one that just passed us had its
long tail 'well raised in the air, and I believe if any one had
tried as it passed it might have been seized by its caudal
appendage. The other was just as distinct, both young bison,
not worth shooting, yet my men swear they were sambur!
We walked along the platean, and one of our guides declared
he saw a bison about 500 yards off, so I went off in that
direotion, but it was much further than I anticipated, and
with a snort it had disappeared long before I got within shot
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of it. We followed it up some way, but never saw it again.
I got home thoroughly disgusted at dark.

Saturday, 26th—Out very early. I visited four licks, all
a long way apart, but only saw a doe sambur going away.
I then climbed up to the top of the highest hill, 4,100 feet ;
but with the exception of one track of sambur, did not see
the ghost of a sign of anything even. The day before the
bison were here in dozens: to-day there was not ome. I
searched every likely-looking place, but finding nothing went
to the tent. Nokanah returned and reported having seen
lots of bison. In the afternoon I went out in a different
direction, and through very nice forest. I saw one spotted
buck but did not get a shot,

Sunday, 27th.—Sent the greater part of my traps to Chin-
tapilli, but went to Borsinghi myself. I got there about 8,
pitched my tent close to the village, and sent Nokanah and
two villagers to look for bison tracks. They returned about
12, and Nokanah reported fresh marks all about. So went
out in the afternoon and soon found out Nokanah had been
telling me a lot of lies. He had never been to the village at
all when T sent him from my last camp, but had been home
instead, nor had he visited the licks this morning; in fact
he proved himself to be the greatest liar I ever came across,
so I gave him a toe behind and sent him back to his vil-
lage. We went from lick to lick—not a fresh mark any-
where! 'We went over most beautiful country but did not see
any signs, and as I was very weak I sent a man back to
bring my pony t0 meet me. We went on and on without
seeing anything; at last, near a nullah, heavily fringed with
trees, I heard a snort, and saw a bison disappear down
the side, and heard it and a whole herd scamper salong
the bed of the nullah, but one reascended the bank about
200 yards further down and stood. I took a careful sight
with the Express and fired a raking shot. The ball hit, the
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bison sprang forward, but evidently done for ; he ran forward,
staggering for about 100 yards, and then rolled over. The
herd passed mc about 100 yards, but I forgot to put the 200
yards sight down, so instead of hitting the one I fired at, I
cut off & branch considerably over its back. The bull proved
-a very poor one, not worth bagging. Met my pony, and was
thankful to mount it and get home.

Monday, 28th.—W'e started by torchlight, being anxious to
get to one of the licks by daylight, which we did. T left my
pony in an open patch where there was one hut. Early as
we were, we were too late for the bison. The men wanted
to follow up herds, but T preferred taking up the marks of an
old bull. As long as I could follow the marks myself the
men would do so too, but directly I was at fault they also
pretended to lose it; they dread the solitary bulls, and
nothing will induce them to keep on the track of one if it
has entered heavy jungle. We followed up at least six fresh
tracks of old solitary bulls and lost them all. I could have
killed the shikarees with rage; it was so self-evident that
they lost the tracks because they did not choose to follow
them up. As a last resort I told them to take me to the
furthest salt lick, and to go across country to it, and not
along the pathways, as they wanted to do. The men were
very reluctant to do so, but I insisted on it. When we got
within half a mile of the lick bison' marks became very
plentiful. There was splendid cover for them, and the lick
itself was fringed with bamboo. As we approached it we
heard bison moving about in it. I sneaked down and soon
saw a young bull, and further to the left a much bigger one.
They had twigged me, so I could not advance further to find
out whether there were any larger ones, and had to fire, so,
aiming at the shoulder of the larger bison, I fired; down it
went, and about twenty other bison ran up the other side,
1 went down into the lick ; the bull stood up and lovked at
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me gavagely, but the blood was pouring from its shoulder like
water from the spout of a kettle, so leaving it I went on after
the herd. I came upon them soon, but they heard me and
bolted before I could see one, and went down a nullah with
very nearly perpendicular sides, and a bed only a few feet
broad. The fall was fully twenty feet, and I can’t imagine
how they got down, but they did, and ran along the bottom,
and I could hear them for five minutes afterwards. I went
back and found the bull dead. 1 reached my camp at 12.
It rained all the morning: in fact I only saw the sun one
day all the time 1 was in these hills. The rain was inces-
sant, and as I had no nails in the soles of my shoes I was
constantly slipping down and coming to grief. It is impos-
sible to keep on one’s feet in clayey soil if there is the least
ascent or descent. From being wet through every day two
pairs of my boots had gone to pieces, and T had only one
pair, and that was in a very bad condition.

Puesday, 29th.—Marched to Chintapilly, vid Ramasinghi ;
walked the greater part of the way. There are lots of pea-
fowl about here, and also jungle-fowl, painted partridges and
quails. I bad sent my shot gun back, and did not care to
fire at them with ball. A peeler, No. 1100, accompanied me :
hg was a mative of these parts, and knew the jungles well,
and be said there were lots of bison at Ramasinghi We
went through a very game-looking country, but had many
very nasty nullahs, swollen by the incessant rains, to cross.
In one of these I got a very bad fall, my foot slipping on a
rock and I going backwards on to it; I saved the rifle, but
hurt my hip very badly, and took all the skin off my elbow.
It is a curions fact, there seem to be no young women in
these parts; the population seems to consist of men of all
ages, of old women and young children, but I did not see
a marriageable girl the whole time. How the population
is kept up T can't imagine. We passed several villages,
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inhabited as usual by old women and children, and we had to
cross some considerable spurs. One was 4,300 feet high,
and we were considerably below the top, which must have
been at least 300 feet more. On descending this we came ‘to
Ramasinghi, which consists of ome house. I pitched my
.tent here, and left it in charge of the villagers, about three
men, four old women, and some half dozen children, One
of the villagers came with me, and he, the peeler, and I, went
to look at the different licks. No one had ever shot here,
but it was near this T had seen the leviathan bull on the
19th. I was rather late to find bison out, as it was past 10
before we left Ramasinghi. The licks were the best I have
seen, well wooded, and appeared to be much frequented.
e crossed the first, a considerable nullah, and went along
parallel to it, and heard a bison move along the bed. We
hurried forward, re-crossed it, and after ascending the bank
the peeler drew back and pointed; I stepped forward, and
there, within ten yards, was an immense bull, just getting
into a trot preparatory to a bolt. The jungle was bamboo,
but pretty open. The bull half-way down the bank, broad-
side on; I threw up the Express, and took a quick aim and
fired. The bison rushed forward and I after him ; at a bend
he reascended the bank, and had I remained still I should
have got good shots at twenty yards; as it was, I could not see
him from where I was, but as he stood close to the peeler I
told him to fire, but before he could do so the bull disappeared
in a thicket, and though we followed him up we did not see
him again, nor did we get a drop of blood! I must have
either made & clean miss or he must have bled inwardly.
Even if I had shut my eyes when I fired I can’t conceive
how I could have missed such a monster at such close
quarters; but he got away, and more’s the pity! We then
went & long way without seeing or hearing anything, but
getting into an open forest we heard a slight noise to the
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right, and going towards it I saw a solitary bison feeding,
As I was stalking it carefully it disappeared; I thought it
had gone deeperinto the forest, but on getting closer saw that
% had lain down. Tt is wonderful how difficult it is to see
anything of a bison, if it lies down, beyond the horns. T got
to within fifteen or sixteen paces, but all T could see were
his horns and forehead, but whether he was facing me or
sideways I could not tell. The grass was four feet long, and
quite sufficient to hide the whole of his Lody. I fired for
the forehead, but up the bull jumped and ran off, apparently
none the worse. My second shot caught him too far back.
We followed, and saw at once that my first ball missing the
brain had gone through the head and lower jaw, probably
breaking the latter to bits, as blood and saliva were pouring
from his mouth. His wound in the side, too, showed thick,
clotted blood, and though we put him up several times we
never saw him again, and as it was getting late, and we a
long way from our camp, we left him, and T fear he died a
lingering death. Making for a footpath, which serves as a
road in these parts, leading to Chintapilly, a three-parts
grown bull jumped up in front of the peeler. I jumped on
one side to get a shot, the peeler dodged the same way, and
I was very nearly blowing his brains out. The bison got
&way untouched. We got to the bungalow at half-past four
in pelting rain. 1shad been on my legs and wet through
the whole day from 4 A M, so I had about enough of it, and
thoroughly disgusted with myself for my bad shooting.
This is the first time the Express has failed me, and I fancy
the fault was mine for not holding it straight—but better
luck next time.

Wednesday, 30th.—Rain all last night and all to-day. I
am so sore from the bruises I received in my fall yesterday
that I am glad of an excuse to stop at home; but unfor-
tunately I have nothing to read, as I had sent all my books
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back, they are so heavy to move about. I sent one of my
shikarees out, and he returned in the evening and reported
that a large solitary bull bison was wandering about in the
jungles close by, and that he had seen the pugs of a tlger
near the place where Persse killed his last cow. Tigers
are scarce on these hills; there are very few leopards or
panthers, no hyznas, and I heard no jackals; nor are there
any wolves, but very few hares, and now and then jungle-
fowl. Bison in great numbers, sambur pretty plentiful, a
few spotted-deer, and the four-horned antelope. 1 heard
no barking-deer. About thirty miles off there are buffaloes
and marsh-deer.

Thursday, 31st.—It never left off raining till 3 p.M, and
at 4 I went out with Persse’s shikaree, the only man worth
his salt in these parts. We came on to the tracks of the big
bull near the first bheel, and followed it up. Tt had gone
along the banks of the nullah, through bamboo forest and
through long grass. At 5.30 P.M. we came upon it suddenly,
but though not more than six or eight paces off, the grass
and the bushes were so thick that all I could see was one
horn, but that a whopper! T could not see a square inch of
the animal, yet the shikarce urged me to fire. I took one
step forward, a toss of the mighty head, the usual snort, and
the beast disappeared. As I was under the impression he had
not seen, but only smelt us, and as it was getting dark, we
let him alone, and went back to camp, which we reached at
dark.

Friday, 1st Scptember.—Rained all night, but cleared up
towards daylight, so we started for the nearest lick, and sure
enough our friend of yesterday evening had been there very
early, and could not be far ahead or much alarmed ; so we
went after him, but he led me a pretty chase, He must
have heard us and known that we were searching for
him; be had lain down here and there, but evidently not
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for long, and had gone over the worst ground he could find
up one of the steepest hills and down the other side, dis-
turbing in so doing unother bull  As it seemed hopeless
ollowing up the first, T took up the trail of the second, but
neither had he any intention of being overtaken. T went
on till 12, and then, dead beaten, went home and found
two of the Anterla men with news of a large herd of bison
near their village, who were devastating their paddy-fields,
but I was too ill and too tired to go out again that day,
so told them to come again to-morrow, or that I would meet
them near their own village.

Saturday, 2nd. —'Started early on my pony, and rode
nearly to Anterla before I met the men who had brought
news yesterday. They had not been to look for tracks, and
were not sure whether the bison had gone or not. So we
wandered about without seeing any fresh marks. We then
got on to their trail, and found they were going up the
Sambur Hill, which is 4,600 feet high. Along a spur of
it, about halfway up, in grass varying from 6 to 8 feet high,
we saw the herd feeding. I crawled after them, but they
made as much, if not wore, progress than we did, and at the
end of half an hour I was no nearer.

Some young calves to our left, not seen by us, gave the
dlarm, and, galloping away, put the herd on the gus wvive,
and they all took wup the hillside and disappeared in the
distance.

Looking across the valley, we saw a solitary bison under a
tree, but to get at him we had to make a long detour. In
doing so we came upon a bear’s cave, with evidence that
Bruin was at home; but as there was no getting at him,
we left him alone in the hope of making his acquaintance
some other day. The bison never let us get within a quarter
of & mile of him, and we saw him disappear and reappear
in the long distance for some considersble time. I then went
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to Anterla, breakfasted there, and visited two more salt licks,
but saw nothing. A fine day for a wonder, the sun actually
shining,

Sunday, 3rd.—Sent the greater part of my things to Lum®
singhi, taking but & few with me to Ramasinghi. I went
across country, but saw nothing till I reached the salt lick,
beyond which on the 17th ult. I had killed two cows, and
there I was saluted by a perfect babel of snorting and in-
visible bison bolting. At last a cow exposed herself, and the
Express brought her down at once at a good eighty yards off.
I then heard a struggling in the swampy bed of the lick,
and ran forward to its edge, only in time to see two bison
disappear on the other side, but got no shot. We followed
the herd some way, but did not come across any game, so
returned to the lick to examine the dead cow, and from the
top of a hill I saw a bison walking along down below. This
time I took the big rifle, the right barrel loaded with spheri-
cal and the left with a conical. I fired too low with the
right; the left caught her in the ribs, but she ran on.
There was no blood for the first 150 yards, and then only
& drop here and there, so I did not follow up long. On ex-
amining the dead cow I found she was one I had wounded
on the 18th ult. The last shot I had fired that day was
at & cow standing chest on, and I found the ball, instead
of hitting her fairly in the chest, had caught her outside on
the left fore-arm, ploughing through the flesh and muscles
for about a foot, and then making its exit. Not much harm
had been done, and the wound was rapidly healing. When
I wounded this beast on the 18th ult. it was a good fifteen
miles off in quite another direction, so it shows bison
wander about a good deal. I got to my tent at 10, and
got letters urging me to return to Vizianagram ; so as my
only pair of boots had given way, I thought it time to
make tracks homewards, but thought I would have one
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more try, so about 4 p.M. I started under the guidance of
the peeler and the old villager. At first they took us
throngh frightful jungles, but I made them get out of that,
‘and we then entered open tree-forest with grass about four to
five feet high, and occasionally bushes. The peeler pointed
out a bison about 100 yards off. Getting a bush between
myself and it, I carefully advanced until I got to within
twenty yards or so of it, and then sat down to get my breath.
The bull was totally unconscious of my vicinity, and fed on
quietly. I stood up; stepping on one side, I took two
deliberate, raking shots with the Express. On receiving the
shots the bull sprang forward about ten yards, his hind-
quarters appeared to give under him, and he reeled as if
about to fall. The second rifile had been handed to me,
but I refrained from firing, saying, “He is done for,” when
the peeler ran up, let drive, and hit him behind. This
seemed to give him new life; he recovered himself, and
went off full score. We followed up a good way, but did
not get a drop of blood, and I lost him. All this time,
about 150 yards further, there was a large herd of bison
feeding, and they took not the least notice of my shots or
the noise we made in talking and following up the bull. We
did not then know they were there. On returning from our
‘unsuccessful search, we saw the herd tranquilly feeding. I
crept up as near & I could, which was about eighty yards.
and then sat down. Two cows kept looking intently in our
direction, and I dared not move a yard closer t6 them, I had
only a small bush to screen me. I suppose I sat there half
an hour, but it was getting dark, and my hopes of seeing
them feed on seemed as if they would not be realised, and
these two cows never took their eyes off the place we were
in. At last a large bull joined them, and gave me a shot
about 100 yards off. Taking a careful aim, I fired for the
shoulder with the Express, but the herd, including the bull,
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bolted. Thinking I had again made a mess of it, I did not
hurry after them, but the peeler did, called out blood, and,
coming on the bull down on the ground, fired into his chest,
the cotton he had used as a wadding sticking and burning in
the wound ! but the brute was quite dead—a really fine bull,
not old, as his horns were not truncated, but they were long
and massive, and he, for these hills, was of good bulk, and
stood about 174 hands high, which, Forsyth says, is about
the size of the big bulls in the Mahadeo Hills, but which
would be only the size of a middling cow in Burmah. We
got to the tent at 7 P.M. A fine moonlight night.

Monday, 4th.—Started things for Lumsinghi, and had a last
try for bison, but did not see one. Coming homewards the
men pointed out what they called a jungle-sheep about fifty
yards off, the whole of it hidden in the long grass, with the
exception of its head and cars. Aiming well for what I
guessed to be the shoulder, 1 fired, but the little brute went
off, and my men fairly laughed at me for, as they thought,
missing it. I went up to the place, and there was plenty of
blood, but the puzzle was how such a little brute had gone
away with a hollow bullet in it. Tracked it up for a quarter
of amile, then put it up again out of a bush, and, taking a
snap shot, dropped it. I found my first shot had hit it just half
an inch too low, and had all but cut off one of his front legs
at its junction with the body ; my second’had hit it high up,
and had cut the body all but in two. Jerdon says these
animals are not worth eating; all I can say is, that the one
Persse killed and mine were particularly juicy, and the only
decent bit of meat we bed the whole trip. They were both
females of the four-horned antelope. We heard and saw the
barking-deer going up the ghit to Lumsinghi, but not on the
Hills.

1 reached Lumsinghi that day, and Nursapatam the next
day, and ddked back to Vizianagram.
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It will be seen that the results of the trip were not much.
The time of year was against us, the grass too high, and the
jungle too dense, the rain incessant, and the big bulls too
scattered. Had I been intent on slaughter alone, 1 might
have killed a great many cows and calves, as they are not
difficult to find. Of those I killed, I fired only at one know-
ing it to be a cow, the others I took for bulls: it is not easy
to distinguish them in this long grass. Now my rifles were
made for me by C.and D. Scott, have Purdy’s snap top lever-
action, are beautifully finished, and shoot not only strongly,
but very accurately ; in fact, no one could have turned out
better weapons. The twelve-bore weighs 10 lbs. 4 ozs., the
Express 577 weighs 10 1bs. 1 oz ; the former takes 5 drachms
for a spherical, but only 4 for a conical (hollow); the Express
5} drachms for the hollow conical, which is hardened, and
weighs exactly 1 oz.  'With the twelve-bore 1 fired six shots
with the following resnlts :—

1 shot at 100 yards with a shell—result, death,

3 shots at long distances, at three bison—result, slight wounds each.
2 shots at 60 yards—hit, but lost.

* With the Express,
1 shot at bisow, distanco 50 yards—result, death —cow,
1 ” (1] 200 » iX] bll“.
1 " " 50 ' bull,
1 » ’” 80 ,, e cow.
1 ” o 100 ,, m bull,
2 shots at spotted-deer, a stag and a doe, each 100 yards—-doath.
2 shots at o doe four-horned antelope, 50 yards—death.
1 shot at a bison, 10 yards—no result—bull.
2 shots at a bull bison, 20 yards—no result.
2 shots at a bull lying down—hard hit, but lost.
1 shot at an antelope, 120 yards—~hit, but lost.

Thus it will be seen the Express did well at the longer
distances, but either it, or more probably I, made some
terribly bad shots at close quarters; but I fully believe it
is capable of killing any animal, from an elephant down:
wards, if held straight.
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A TriP ur THE GODAVERY TO THE BisoNn Hiri

Somewhere about twenty-five years ago-—in 1852 I think—
Cotton, the judge of Rajahmundry, Dansey of our 30th, and
I went up the Godavery to the gorge and ascended a hill on
the left bank going up, which our great engineer Sir A. Cotton
had climbed, and where he proposed to form a Sanatarium.
No one had been there after game ; there were rumours of
bison being there, but nobody then had shot any. We got
the loan of a paddle-boat, and got to the entrance to the
gorge in two days, going day and night. We climbed the
hill early, and found it anything but an easy task ; however
when we got to the top we were amazed at the huge pats
dropped by the bison everywhere. The place looked more
like a farmyard than a hill in the midst of the wilderness,
Cotton and I went one way and Dansey another. We saw
nothing ; he came across several herds of bison and wounded
several, but only got one, a cow. We christened the hill
Bison Hill, which name it has since borne, and where
pumerous bison have been slain. Douglas Scott of my
corps and Peyton of the 9th a year or two afterwards killed
8 good many, and whilst the road up it was being con-
structed by the Sappers some time between 1856 and 1859,
Elliot and other Sapper officers also killed a good many.
Of late years they have not been much Udisturbed, only Mr.
Horsfall, the judge here, having killed any. A few have
also been killed by the District Engineer from time to time,
and only last month Col. Beddome and Mr. Boileau, two
forest officers, killed three in two days. So finding myself
again in this neighbourhood, I determined to run up for a
few days, and on the 6th March hiring a small steamer, I
started for Papicondah, the village at the foot of the hill.
We reached our destination on the evening of the 7th.
Sinja Peddie, the head-man of these parts, was very civil,
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and got us coolies; so next day we ascended the ghat.
The path made by the Sappers never being used by the
villagers, is overgrown with bamboos and trees falling across
ft, so it is of no use now—the only existing path being
straight up the face of the hill, and a good pull—perhaps
five miles from the village.

We reached the halting-place about 12, and soon made
ourselves comfortable. The nearest water is down the hill-
side, about half a mile off. The jungles have been but very
slightly burnt, and the greater part of this hill-top, which is
nearly level and extends about thirty miles to the west by
south, is covered with dense grass, with a fair sprinkling of
trees and now and then bamboo clump. The grass varies in
size from 3 feet to 7 or 8. In the afternoon I went to
the east by north, but saw nothing. I picked up a splendid
sambur horn. I would give something to get the stag who
had shed it. As the grass was too high to see over, I made a
light ladder and took it about with me, planting it against
trees, climbing up, and thus overlooking the mass of grass
underneath.

March 9th—I started to the south-west very early this
morning. I had gone scarcely a quarter of a mile when I
saw a herd of bison feeding in short grass on a slope opposite,
%nd, leaving all but one man behind, I carefully advanced,
but there were too many eyes about, and I could not circum-
vent them all, The result was a general stampede. I fol-
lowed on their trail, and every now and then could hear them
tearing along in front of me, but I could not see one. When-
ever I came to & heavy bit of grass, I planted the ladder up
against a tree, and either got up it myself or made one of the
shikarees do so and look about. I had no man who knew
these jungles with me. I had a peeler and a shikaree I had
brought from Vizianagram, who had never been here before
in his life, and two coolies ; but as long as you keep to the
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plateau, you cannot lose yourself, but having to force one’s
way through this heavy grass is very trying and very fati-
guing, I had gone some way, when I saw some six or seven
bison chewing the cud about 150 yards in front of me. T’
made all the men remain behind; I took the No. 12, and crept
along through the long grass till I got to within 70 or 80 yards,
when they began to snort and toss their heads, preparatory
to a bolt ; the largest however stood a moment, and I fired
two shots; both told, but the herd went off I advanced
about 150 yards, and then, planting the ladder against a tree,
I climbed up. I soon made out six standing about 100 yards
from me, but where was the seventh ? Whilst 1 was unde-
cided whether to fire or not, I heard a crash to the left, aud
within fifty yards of the tree I was on was a hison struggling
on his back in the last gasp. Leaving him, 1 went after the
herd, but they had disappcared—where? was and is still to
me a puzzle, because the formation of this plateau is most
peculiar. It consists of laterite, and anything moving over
it can be heard a very long way; the whole surface sounds
hollow, and the reverberations of every footfall are distin-
guishable for half a mile and more. Besides this plateau
has for the greater part of its length perpendicular sides
over which nothing could go and live. Only here and
there is a slope or shoulder leading to the valley beneath
by which animals can make their way either to the lower
country or to some neighbouring hill. The general height
of Bison Hill is 2,300 feet, but us there is very little cover
on it, the heat during the day is very great. In our tent
at two it was 91°, at five in the evening about 76°, and 65°
at 5 AM. I sent the peeler and & man to bring back coolies,
for the bison’s head and tongue, and went on myself. I had
no one to show me the pathways through the long grass, so
had to force my way along by sheer force. T must have
gone fully sixteen or seventcen miles away from home and
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back to-day. I disturbed several times game of all sorts, I
could not tell what. Planting the ladder and constantly
climbing it alone wes tiring work, and there was not a drop
of water on the hill Wherever the old grass had been burnt
and the new sprung up, bison and sambnr marks were plen-
tiful ; but I was late, and the game hag retired to the wooded
valleys to rest in their shelter during the heat of the day.
Very nearly at the end of the hill, I heard a noise, climbed a
tree, and, after looking about a long time, I saw a bull bison
under a tree on the gui vive about 150 yards off. I kept quite
quiet in the hopes that he wonld lie down, but he evidently
had winded us, for, snorting as usual, off he went, and I never
saw him more. Going homewards I saw two four-horned
antelope and a boar, but got no shots at either. I got home
very late, dead beat.

19th.~Two shikarees had been sent by Linga Reddy ; these
men knew all the paths, and were a great comfort to me,
We started at daybreak towards the north-east. Before long
T saw a doe sambur and her young, but would not fire at
them. We then went to the very end of the hill in this
direction without seeing anything; we then went down and
along & spur into a valley, and ascended to the top of a
parallel hill every bit as high as our own. Some portions
of the scenery here were lovely—undulating ground, covered
with a rich grass about three feet long, and studded with
either single or groups of trees planted by nature, rivalling
any device of a modern landscape gardemer. On the first
flat we came on three doe sambur accompanied by a young
one. My men, who won't eat bison, wanted me to shqot ek
them, but I only do so nowndays when food is absolutely
necessary for the camp, which was not the case just now, as
I had lote of sheep. As if they knew we did not want to
molast them, these doss allowed us to appromsh them to
within sixty yaeds, Wo did not attemapt to hids onmel

YOL. 14, %
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but walked up to them steadily. They at last trotted away,
and we could see them going along for upwards of a mile;
after a while we saw, three more, but whether the same or
others I do not know. There were bison marks, but not
very numerous. So I set the jungle on fire and soon had a
huge blaze, We then made for our own hill, and in a densely
wooded valley we disturbed a large herd of bison. I got a
fair shot at one and hit it hard; it ran with the herd, and
then we heard it fall and kick about on the ground distinctly,
To get at the place we had to make a long detour to avoid
the tangled brushwood; we got lots and lots of blood, but
never found the animal itself. On reaching our own hill
two bison started, but the man with the ladder was behind,
and before he came up they were gone. I then disturbed a
sambur, but did not see it. 1 saw a deserted bear's den,
and two four-horned antelope galloped away unfired at. I
got to camp early. It is most difficult to walk through this
long grass without coming to grief; the whole surface is a
mass of detached stones, which are either undermined or
loosened by porcupines; it is impossible to see them, and
you either come a cropper over one, or it tips up and hits
you a whack over the shins. How I did curse the fretful
porcupine to be sure.

Sunday 11th.—1 started very early for the south-wess,
Saw nothing till I got near where I shot*the bull on the 9th;
there the men pointed in front and said, “ A big bull” I
looked everywhere, but could see nothing—I was looking
for the body of a bison. I then got the binoculars, still
nothing visible; and the people seemed amazed at my not
seeing what was so plain to them. At last I twigged a pair
of horns just over the grass. I took one man and got within
fifty yards, yet I could see nothing but the horns and the
back of the head. I thought he was standing up in a patch
of long grass, snd though the horns seemed good, I thought
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he must be a small one. I waited for him to move, but as
he did not do so, I took a careful sight and fired. The ball
sped true, as I heard the thud of the bullet distinctly ; but
the bison jumped up, and, firing again, I shot him through
the thigh ; he gave a few vigorous kicks, ran about 100 yards,
then pulled up, and looked back for a second or two, and
then went on again. We never sighted him again that day.
Going on further, by climbing up the trees, I saw another
bison, and fired at it; he ran towards us, but turned when
about thirty yards off I again fired, but he went on
his way, and was joined by another. I dismounted and fol-
lowed on foot—rather ticklish work in this high grass. *We
put them up once in this grass, and they there took down a
cud, when I again hit one. Lots of blood on the trail, but
the brutes ran along the hillside through the forest for nearly
a mile, and then got into the long grass on the top again,
where we left them, after setting the jungle on fire. We
went back and got into grass not longer than three feet, and
giving up all hopes of getting bison then, as it was 10 o’clock,
1 began to fire the grass, when suddenly I saw & herd coming
towards us. We put out the fire, I seized the ladder, planted
it against a tree, and fired into the shoulder of the largest,
who nearly fell, but joined theherd. I gave it a second shot,
and in stooping forward all the extra cartridges I had with
me fell out of my bocket, and I had to get the other rifle.
The herd, instead of running away, drew close up, facing us
with a threatening appearance. They could not see us,
although I was in the fork of & tree ten feet above the
ground. I fired right and left and killed two; I then had
to stop for fresh cartridges, which the people took some
time to hand up to me. All this time the herd only crowded
together, but at last went off ; the one I had fired at first
bringing up the rear very lame and falling more and more to
the rear. I followed up, but did not get a shot again, as they
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all went down a cud. I then walked home and rested for
the day. During the night we heard bison feeding close
to our tent, and on going out in the morning saw their
footmarks.

12th.—1 went after sambur; saw a steg and some does
before I got very far. I stalked the stag, and got to within 120
yards, but it was scarcely daylight, and I made a disgraceful
miss, I then went to the very end of the hill, saw another
sambur, accompanied by a doe. I fired and knocked it down,
but it picked itself up, stared at me for a second ; I fired and
missed, and then it ran away. I went down a cud, but saw
nothing. Near the tent I saw an antelope (four-horned). I
did not go out again to-day, although I meant to do so, as
the people I sent to bring in the heads of the bison shot
yesterday came upon the bull I had hit yesterday, very lame
and looking seedy. I told them I would go after it, but to
prevent my doing so they set all the jungles on fire.

13th.—1I ordered coolies to go down the hill, but went out
to see whether the big bull could be recovered. The jungles
had been well burnt, and, of course, no game was to be found,
but in one place up jumped a lot of vultures, and I made
sure I had found my beast, but my disgust may be imagined
when I found it was only the remains of the bull I had shot
the first day, which we had come to in a roundabout away |
I saw one doe sambur, but could not det a shot; and got
bhome at 10. Found the coolies there, and went down the
hill, got into a boat, and back to Rajahmundry.

1 forgot to mention that the evening we reached Papicondah
a tiger had attacked the finest bullock in the village, but had
been driven off, As soon as I saw the poor brute I knew
from its breathing its windpipe was severed, but nothing
would persuade the men to picket him out for me, though
T promised to give them his value if they would do so. The
bullock died the next day.
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From Rajahmundry, shortly after, my detachment was
ordered to Vizianagram, but on the line of march I ex-
perienced a wonderful escape from what might have been
the most fearful of deaths.

One night T was sleeping out in the open, and was awak-
ened by feeling some brute gnawing away at my shoulder.
This proved to be a mad jackall. Fortunately my night-
shirt intervened between his teeth and my flesh, and thus
my escape from the terrible consequences.

1t now becomes my task, kind reader, to say adieu. If
you have followed me in the many wanderings recorded in
these pages, you will have seen something of the wildest parts
of India and Burmah—been with me amongst the convicts
on the Cocoa Islands, and with the Cossyas on their native
hills—along the uninhabited districts lying below the Bhootan
range of mountains, and many another wild scene—

‘¢ With the death-fraught rifle in my hend,
The only law of that desert land.”

‘And yet with all this variety and exciting incidents of
jungle life, I fecl sure that here and there you will have
found the record somewhat monotonous, but such must ever
be the case where much is extracted from diaries ; and yet a
Qiary is the truest of all records, for however truly one may
try to write of advemtures by flood and fell, when those same
have occurred at bygone times the memory is very apt to play
one false.

Many a time must my companions, whose names are men-
tioned in this book, have seen me after a tedious day of
shikar, set to work to write up the incidents of that day, and
it is from these diaries that these records have been taken,
and indeed many are the original pages torn out of the hook
and sent to the publishers without one word of addition as
to what we had then done,
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Whatever there may be in the way of failings in what I
have written, and of course there must be much that one
more accustomed to the pen than the rifle would bhave ren-
dered in far better words, yet this much I do claim for this
book, and that is, that whatever I have stated therein has been
the Truth.

THE END.

- - —

1ONDON ! B, CLAY, SONS, AND YAYLOK, BREAD STREIY MiLL.
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ALL THE YEAR ROUND. Firnt Series. 20 vols.
Royal vy, cloth, 55 od. each,
New Series. Vols. 1 to 12.  Royal 8vo, cloth, gs 6d. cach,
DIXON (W, fIEPVORTIY -
BRITISH CYPRUS, Demy 8vo, with Irontispiece, 15s.
THE HOLY LAND. Tourth Edition. With 2z Steel and

10 Wead Engrasings Poot Sva, 105, 6d
DRAYVION (LIFE 0L, 40 T -
THE CAUSE OF T'1HE sSUPPOSED PROPER MOTION
OF FLH PINF D STAPLS, woeh Ctha Goomaotneal Probleras in Astronomy hitherto
unsolved  Jlony o, chth, o,

THE CAUSE, DATE, AND DURATION OF THE
LASE GLAUIAL EPOCH OF GEOLOGY, with an Investigation of a New
Muscment of the M, Domy Sy, <) ath, o5,

PRACTICAL MILITARY SURVEYING AND
SKETCHING. Fifth Edition.  I'ost 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d.
DYCE (WILLIAA, R.d.—
DRAWING-BOOK OF THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
QF DESIGN; OR, ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OF ORNAMENT. Fifty
selected Plates. Imho, sewed, 5% ; mounted, 18s,
Text to Ditto. Sewed, 6d,
RLLIOT (FRANCES)—
OLD COURT LIFE IN FRANCE. Third Edition.
Demy 8vo, cluth, 108, €d.
THE DIARY OF AN IDLE WOMAN IN ITALY.
Sesnnd Edition.  Post 8vo, cloth, 65,
PI(}'I;URES OF OLD ROME. New Edition, Post 8vo,
clath, 6s.
ELLIOT (ROBERT 71.)--
EXPERIENCES OF A PLANTER IN THFE JUNGLES
OF MYSOKE. With Hlustrations snd a Map. 2 vola. 8wo, cloth, 1 4s.
COi\’SERNING JOHN'S INDIAN AFFAIRS. 8vo,
cloth, gs.
ENGEL (CARL)~ }
A DESCRIPTIVE axv ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE
OF TIE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS in the SOUTH KENSINGTON

MUSBEUM, preceded by an Fosiay on the History of Musical Instruments, Secind
Ldntion.  Royal 8vo, hadfemovocen, 1us,
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ASCOTT (T, H. S) -
PILLARS OF THE LMPIRE: Short Biographical
Sketches, Demy vy, 1os 61,
EIVALD (ALEX INDFER (ILARIES), I 5.1, -
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PRINCE CHARLES
STUART, (OUNT OF ALBANY, commnnly dlcd The Young Pretonda,

Fiom the dtate Papers and othu Souteer  Author of ““The Tafe and Turm (of
Algernont Sydney,” “ I'he Crown and ity Adsi ers, & 2 vol, Demy Fvo, Lo b,

SIR ROBERT WALPOLL, A DYolitical  Biography,
w6-~1745  Demy 8vo, 16,
FAlLOUY (COUNT DI, of the Fren b Seedomy —
AUGUSTIN COCHIN. Franslated from the French by
Avaterts Cnaver, Yarve crown Sve, g .
FANF ATIOTET) - .
DENZIL PLACE : a Stary in Verse.  Crown 8vo, cloth, 8s,
QUEEN OF THE FATRIES (A Village Story), and other
Pocais. By the Authn of “ Don P By ¢ Crowa v, s
ANTIHIONY BABINGTON : a Diama. By the Author of
“Donad Plaee,” “Hhe Queen fthe Tates” 20 Crionn Sy, (¢
I'Ir7 PATRICA (I, YY) -
LIVE OF CHARLES LEVER. 2 vols., demy 8vo.

[Newly riely.
FIEVING (GTORGEY, FR.OCS -

ANIMAL PLAGUES: THEIR HISTORY, NATURE,
AND URUAVI NTIOND 8vo, (lub, 1os,

HORSES AND HORSE SHOEING : their Origin, History,

Uses, and Abu s v Fojt g v chahy Laas

PRACTICAL HORSE-SHOFRING: With 37 Illustrations.

Second Lidiien, enlorped  fve, ewed,

RABIES AND HYDROPHOBLY: THEIR HISTORY,
'NATU:(L. (;;\ll's} 5, SYMPIOMS, AND PREVENTION., Wuth 8 IHustra-
uons.  bvo, Lioth, 3 .

A MANUATL OF VETERINARY SANITARY SCIENCE
AND POLICE _\\'ixh A3 My tratior ~vuh Demy Svo, 3hm.
FORSTER (J0IIV)
THFE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Uniform with
the “C. D 7 E Ut nof o Works YWath Numeous Hhustiations, 2 vob, 75,
THE LIVE OF CHTARLES DICKENS., With Yortraits
and vther Mhettatv us asth Thoa wd. 3vols 8wy, cloth, 228

A New Fdition in 2 vols, Domy 8vo, uniform with the
IMu~trated Bohion of Duhens's Waks £y 88

SIR JOHN ELIOT: a Biography. With Portraits, New
and cheaper I'ditign, 2 vole. Po t 8vo, cleth, 14

OLIVER GOLDSMITH : a Biography. Cheap Edition in
one volume, Small 8vo, cloth, ¢,

WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR : a Biography, 1775~1864.

With Portgain and Vienettss A Noew and Rove ad Peiton in 1 vel. Demy 8vo, rqy
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FORTNUM (¢ D L)~

A DESCRIPTIVE anp ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE
Of THE PRONZFS OF TUROPEAN ORIGIN i the SOUIH KIN
ZIN(;ION MUSE UM with an Introductory Notwe  Royal 8vo, hlf moroceq

I 308

A DLSCRIPTIVE anp ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE
O MAIOLICA, HISPANO MORISCO  PRRSIAN, DAMASCIE'S, AND
RHODIAN WARLIS m the SOUTH KLNSINGION MUSIUM - Royal
sva half morgceo L2

FRINCLI711! (€ £)
ROYAL CONEFECTIONER: English and Foreign. A
Piactical Treatise With Coloured Hlustrations pd kdition Post 8vo, cloth, 74 6d
GILLVIORF (P 1RKFR) -
PRAIRIE AND FOREST - a Description of the Game of

North Amuuct with pasond Adventures in their pursuit Wath numerous Ilus
trationy oy, dJoth, 1 s

HALI (SIDVIY)
A TRAVELLING ATLAS OF THE ENGLISH COUN-

LIES  hifty Map ¢ bured New Fawwon mduding the Radw ays, torrected
up otnr preaen daite Doy ho mrnmtu! i 6l

HARDY (¢ 121 ()
FOREST LIFE IN ACADIE . and Sketches of Sport and

Natwat History mthe 1ower Provinces of the Canaban Domimion Wath Ihue
trations £y, cotl 18

1T (WISNS )
THEF PLEASURLES AND PROFITS OF QUR LITILE
POUL [RY FARM  Small crown bvo 4%
IHTCH EN (PR INCIS)
THE PUBLIC LIFL OF THE EARI O BEACONS-
FHTD  avols, Dumy 8vo 32
HOIBLIN —
TWELVE HEADS AFTER HOLBEIN. Selected from

Diawings m Her M yjesty s Collecuon at Windsst heproduced in Autatype 1
portiolty (s

HOVETALQUE (1817)
THE SCILNCE OF LANGUAGE: LINGUISTICS,
PHITO1OGY, AND T IYMOTOGY  Wath Maps 1 arge crmn 8va, cdoth, 5.
Bewny, the fiest soluac of T he Ditanry of Contemporary Seicnee I
(Ferv ot o) ot' v 1 orks of the sume © pees, we page 24)
HUMPHRIS (1T 1)) «

PRINCIPLES OF PERSPECTIVE. Illustrated i a

Seres of 1 xamples  Oblong folw, half bound, and Jext 8vo, cloth, £r 1
FACQUEMART (47 BLRS)

THE HISTORY OF FURNITURE. Researches and

Notes on Obyects of Art whuch form Articdes of Lurnituie o would be interssting
to Collcctors Translated  from the French amd bditewdl by Mrs DBury
Parvisew With 200 Hivstraton  Impenal vo 318

FAGOR ()
PHILIPPINE 1SLANDS, THE. With numerous llus
trations and a Map  Demy 8vo, 168 .
FARRY (GENLRAT)—~
Nz'\lPl}:JRd (MA%];:G‘E‘I'W. w. C. .E.)---(’)UTP()ST DnutYy.
AR R A NN A
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KFBBFL (T F)~—
THE AGRICULTURAL LABOURER. A Short Survey
of s Poaition  Ciown 8vo, (s
KLIT!)Y, ¥D (# G)~
THE PHILOSOPHY OF EXISTENCE.—The Reality and
Romance of Historice  Demy 8vo, 165
KFMPLS (THOV 1S A) -
OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. Four Books.
Baautfully Ilustrae t Lditm Demy 8vo, 164
KLICZRO (W FUTIIN)
TWO CHANCELLORS: PRINCE GORTCHAKOF and
PRINC1 BISMARCA  Dansluted by Miv Tait New and cheaper cdition, 64
LEIEVRE (INDREY -
PHILOSOPHY, Ilistorical and Cntical. ‘Translated, with
an Inmtroductiou, hy A W keang, BA  1arge crown 8vo, 78 €d
I EGGE (AITRFO OWT V)
PIUS IX  The Story of Ins Life to the Restoiation in

195, wuth Ghmpees of the Mational Movement in 1taly  Author of ¢ The Growta
of the Lamporal Powan Ity 2vols Dumy vvo 41y s

TITNNOY (TORD WIITi411)
FASHION THEN AND NOW. 2vols. Dumy 8vo, 285
FRIOURNE 117 (DR (HIRTLS)
BIOLOGY. Tanslated by Wilham MacCall. With THustia-
tons  Large ciown 8vo 68
TUCHS (( AP 1 11N
CAMP LIFE AND SPORT IN SOUTH AFRICA.
Wiath 1 pissdes in Kafin Warlire . Wath tlustiatiens Demy 8vo, 1 s
LYNCH (RFV 1 1)
MEMORIALS OF THEFOPHILUS TRINAL,
STUDENT  New P, enlured  Cr wn vy, cloth extry, 6+
LYTTON (ROBFK L, TORD)
I’O]l'iTl( ’\3 WORKS—COLLFCTED EDITION. Com-
plete 1n g vols

TABITS IN SONG ~avob Loy 8vo s

(Len I‘cl];xvv,t

{H WAND} R 1oy %o

PO MY, HISIORICAL AND CHARM LERISIIC Toaap 6

MAILRT (DR T W)
COTTON : THE CIILMICAL, &, CONDITIONS OF
115 SUCCESSLUT CLTIDVATION  Tust 3, cloth, 7 64
MATLFT (RORIRI)
GREAT NLAPOLITAN EARTHQUAKE OF 1837,

1 nnt Pracples of Ob anvatonal Sasmokogy, as diviloped m the Report 1o the
Ruyal Sousety of ondon of the Fapedibon made into the Intertor of the kinedom
of gln.],\lr_s. to mventiy ate tho circum tuines of the grot barthyuthe of Decomber,
1937 Maps.and numaous Ml triop . volv  Royal Svo, doth, £3 3

MASKFIL (WILIT 1)) - .
A DESCRIPI'ION OF THE IVORIES, ANCIENT AND

MEDLA VAT, in the SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSKLUM, with a Treface
With numerons Photoniaphs 1nd Weodents  Royal 8va, half morucco, £3 18
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MAXSE (511770~
PRINCE BISMARCK’S LETTERS. Tianslated from
the German  Serond F diton  Small crown 8vo, cloth, Gs
MAZADF (CHHARITS DI
THE LIYE OF COUNT CAVOUR. Translated fiom
the Trench  Demy “vo, 10,
McCO N (F CARIILFYV~
QUR NEW PROTECTORATE. Turkry in Asia- Tis

GroGRALHY, Racre, RFsoURLE , ARD GoveRamint  With 1 Map shan
the Custing and Projected Public Works 2 vols Imge €2 wn ®v, 240

MILVIILF (« JF WHYTL.)
BLACK BUT COMELY; o1, The Adventures of Jane T ce.
New andd cheap Fdition, m Onc Volune {0 &
RIDING RECOLLECTIONS  With  [Hustrations by
Fu.arGimirne Lo ¢ wn @y Soavh T diwon 12s
ROSINE, With IHlustrattons., Demy 8vo. Unifoim with
“Rhatufel o 16

ROY'S WII1 F. New and Cheaper 1 diion Crown 8vo, G¢
SISTER LOUISI., or, The Story of a Woman’s Repertance

Vath fHustravens by Mur ket Py dvs e
KATFRFELTO A story ot | xmoor With 12 Hlustrations
by Corsyr 1 Hony Creay v JTourthl hoon T amcamwn, £y
(I Cheap Lditwns of other B 1% 5 pag 2 )
M RIDILIT {(GFOAGE)
MODERN TOVE, AND TOEMS O THE FNGLISH
KOADSTDE wath Teems and Loalsl Togp Sy b th
LTI R U FO 1QUIEN)
THE SHIP IN THE DIFSKLRT By the Author of
Yhony ofthe Serre Ko Hoap by
MOITSHB ORI (IE N 18840
HISTORY OF RNGIAND FROM THE YEAR 1830
JO TP KESIGNATION OF THT GLADSIONI MINISERY

A Chewp Jdin o cwefully rovi od, and rainie] up to Muck, 1*7¢ 31 I
cowb B, 18y

A Sthool Ediien Potive, 25 6d
MONTAGU (LUd KIGHT HON TORD KROBLRI M P)
FORLIGN POLICY » ENGLAND AND THE EASTILRN
QURSLION  Scoond [ ditien Deny Bvo, 14
MORLFY (HFARY) -
ENGLISH WRITERS. Vol I. Part I, THE CRLTS
AND ANGTO SANONSY WMath an Irtrofucters Stotch of the Y our Porods of
Fogheh Tuctume  Put I FROM 111 CONQUEST 10 CHAUCER
(Mahing 2 velo ) Svo, ol th, /1 &
*, Lah Patisomde o s wady The Iwa l'nnnom{‘lﬂr the ace um of
U

Foglish Faterture du g the Ponod of the 1ommatson of the Langunge, or of
Aue WrEIIRG BYUoR) CHnerR

Vol. 1J.  Part 1. FROM CHAUCER TO DUNBAR.

#vo, cloth, ¥4

TABLES OF INGLISH LITIPRATURE. Containing
o Charts  “wcomi § ditton, wath Jadex  Royal go, eloth, 1 -
In Three Parts, Partn 1 and 1, rontawomg Thiee Chants, ¢ choge €l

Pat T1, coutaming 19 Chartay e Put THL adso bopton sectyoms, 3, o, ainl 5,
o oy, and gt ctha 3 Fre Chove <ol op watddy
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MORLLY (FONN) -
DIDEROT AND THE ENCYCLOPAIDISTS. 2 Vols.

demy 8vo, 264

CRITICAL MISCELLANIES. Sccond Scrics.  France

in the Iighteenth Century Rulmgme Lurgot  Deauh of Mi. Mill-Mr, Mill
on Rebgion =On Popular Cultwre Macaul iy, Demy svo, Juth, 14w

CRITICAL MISCELLANIES. First Serics. Demy 8vo, 146

NEW UNIFORM EDITION.
VOLTAIRE. Large crown 8vo, 0s,
ROUSSEAU. large crown 8vo, g¢s.
CRITICAL MISCELIANIES.  First Series. Large crown

8vo, (n.
CRITICAL MISCELLANIES, Second Scrics. (I the Press
ON COMPROMISE. New Edition. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d.
STRUGGLE, FOR NATIONAL EDUCATION. Thnd

Lo, Evo, (I nth, 34
MQRRIS (M. O ONVOR)

HIBERNICA VENATICA.  With Putiaits of the Mar-

cone s, of Wataford, the Mmchioness of Orm 17+ oy Rae lolph Churetadl,
llnn Al Nabme, Mis Pus o (of Mojode € ), Mes Sacaaat Dedhety, nd
AL cWation T oarge Gow s by, 1,

TRIVIALTA ; or, Cross Rouad Chionides of Passages in

Lt b Hootm  history dwiag the swason of 1875 76, With Hlastiations, Larg»
rown fvo, 1f

VURIMIY (Y 10y
RAMBLES IN NORTH-WEST AMERICA. With

Frontispsai e ard Moy {In te F'r 38
NEWTON (4. 2UNTEY, F.GN) -Autant-Naturalest KM, Geologweal
Suroy -

THE TYPICAL PARTS IN THE SKELETONS OF

A (AT, DUCK, AND CODFISH, being a Catalogue with ( omparatave Do
scnpnons armn;‘ud i a ‘Tabular Form. Demy buo, cloth, 35,

Fe CONNELL (MRS, MORGAN FOHN)—
CHARLES BIANCONI A Biography. 1786-1875.
By his Daughtar. )Vuh Ilustrations,  Dumy 3vo. 10m, bd
OLIVER (PROFLSSOR), PR, &re—
ILLUSTRATIONS ()F THE T’RINCH’AL NATURAL
ORDERS OF THE VFGIIABTE KINGDOM, PRLPARLD FOR 1HE

SCIENCE AND ART DEPARTMEN], SOU IH KENSINGPON  Obkng
8vo, with 1oy Plates  Priug, plam, sty | colowd, £ 6~

OLANE {1, W)=
THREE YEARS IN ROUMANIA. TLarge crown 8vo,
75, 6d.
PARR (JIJIM’II' T YA uthor of “Ersaps in the Selzer Age,”' &oc. ~
DE GUERIN (MAURICE AND EUG! ,NIE) A Mono-
graph,  rown 8vo, cloth, 63,
PIERCE (GILBLR ) A}~
THE DICKENS DICTIONARY : a Key to the Characters

aml Pum::xul inodents m the Tles of Charles Dvhens  Wath Addions by
Wirpian A. Wargrrr Targe cionn $vo, 1o o
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PIM (R) nd SFIVLANV (B) ~
DOTTINGS ON THE ROADSIDE IN PANAMA,
NICAKACUA AND MOSQUTTQO  Wath Plues and M ips bvo, cloth, 18 ¢
POrIrA (y 1)
ANCTEN1 AND MODLRN FURNITURILL AND
WOODWORK IN [HE SOULIH KFNSINGION MUSKUM Wuh

Iutrodne tion, and Hiustrated with numerouns Coloured Photogs whs and Woodan
Kyl dvo, halt morocce L1 e

POLLOCK \TIEL 1 - OF ONI 1)
SPORT IN BRITISH BURMAH, ASSAM, AND THI

CASSYAH AND TANITAH HITILS  With Notes of Sport in the Hilly D
tocts of the Northern Divicion Bomby Paewdency . vol Dy Svo with

Hust wions and 2 Maps [ Ne1rgy 40 ady
POYNIER (£ Y AT
LECTURIS ON ART. Lage crown 8vo [2n tle Prevs

PRINSIP (I71])
IMPFRIAL INDIA  Contamung numerous lllustrations

and Maps made dutsu, a I w to the Comts of the Prinapal Rajahs wmd Prince
of India  Demy 8¢, 21

PUCKT L1 (& CAMEILITTY Hod Masta of the T ath School of Jdrt-
SCIOGRAPHY , o1, Radial Projection of Shadows. New
T dinon Crown v cloth ¢
KRANAIN (W H 1)
TH1. DOMINION OF AUSTRALLM.  An Account of
it koundatins  Post 8vo doth o s
REDGHR HITF ARICH IRD)
MANUAL AND CATECHISM ON COLOUR. 24mo,
ol th, gl
RFEDGA I F (S TWUTLy
A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUL OI' THE HIS
TORICAT COTTRCHION OF WALFE COTOUR PAINTINGS IN THI
SOULEL KENSINGION MUSEUM Wah an Intr ductry Notiee by Sasnorg
Rercnavt Wath nasier us Chromn Iithe v ¢h and other [ tritrons Publ hed

for the Saence md Art Deputment of the U mnntte 5F Counolon T du atun
Royalove 411 .

RiDul (DR RBENF 1IN .
OURSI LVES, OUR FOOD, ANBD OUR PHYSIC.
Twelfih kdwou  Leap Evo, cloth, 1~ ol
ROBINSOV (T )
THE CRUISE OF THE W/DGEOAN 700 Milws n

a Len fen YVl from Swanage to Humbwg thiough the Duvh Canady and the
Zuy ker Jew, Guman Oue sy, id the Kiver Tibe  Wath ¢ Tlus eations, driwnon
W m},lyxltu Authy Se owmd behtom ¥ u o caomney

ROBINAON (T () -

ITALIAN SCULPIURFK OF THF MIDDLE AGES
AND Bi RIOD OF 1HEP RIVIVA] O6 ARl A de empive Catdogie of
that Seetion of the ~uth Ken mgton Mu cum comprmny an Acvount of the
Acquisitions from the Gy 1 and Campant 4 ollecnions Wath o 1 ueravings Roy al
8vo, cloth, 75 6d

ROBSON (G ORGE) -

ELEMENTARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. Hlus-

tated by a Desgn for un Lntrance, Lodpe, and Gote 1y Plies  Oblone foho,
sewed, K«

.



CHAPMAN & [IALL, 193, PICCADILI LY, 13

ROBSON (RIV T H, M A, LL M—late Youndation Scholur of Downeng
College, Cambredge
* AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALGEBRA.
Post Bvo, 64
ROCK (THE I'FRY RIV. C.INON, D I))
ON TEXTILE FABRICS, A Desaiptive and Illustrated

Catrlogue of the Collection of Chuch Vestinents Dres o<, Salh Stuffs, Needleworh,
Zpd ].\;-nl‘.me« m the South Kensugton Museum Royal 8vo, half mervcco,
T ors O

ST USBURY (PTHTID 1T BY Liewt v/ Rual Cheskerc e bt Infantry
TWO MONTHS WI'TH TCHLRNAIEFE IN SERVIA:
1 arge ciown dvo, 9o
SCIVID (HERIWINY) and SLIFLTER (K IR])
BAVARIAN HIGHLANDS (ITHE) AND THE SALZ-
KAMMI RGUI  Prifu cdy allustited by G Ceo o, W Dz, A vow Rasrere,
K Raty, J G Sasrrn i Vor1y J Warist, adothas Wiath an Acount

of the H bits anl Muannery of the Hunter , Pea hers, and Poasantry «f these
Districts Super roy d gto, chith, L1 s

SCOT P USIR SILB 11D D)
TO JAMAICA AND BACK. With Frontispicce. Crown
o, 10
SIIRRI I (FAMIY )-
A SKEICHI OF THE I1FE OF FRIEDRICH

TROBI T, together with a Notice of Mavawm vos Markngor (72 Broew
Pasmid Kecollections of B Tv 131, Crown $vo, sewn 16

SIUTE LIVN T (IR )

POSTHUMOUS POEMS.  Crown 8vo, cloth, 8s.
SKERICHIY (F 1)

DAHOMEY AS 11 IS bLeng a Narrative of Fight

Months FPeo wdonce m that C urtry, with a Jall Account of the Notoriovs Annual
Customs, md the S cnl nid Redgraus Tnstitutons of the Ffons Wath Musti-
tions  bvo, cdoth, £

ST (GOT DIV
THE POLITICAL DESTINY OI' CANADA. Crown
" 8yo 54
QLLHIRD (M IR UN) Lo Clas Dipome fiem N tional  Troonong
Scnvol N oveth /\qum o
COOKERY FOR THE ARTIZAN AND OTHERS:
beng a fcdection of ove 1w Hundied Useful Receipts  Sewed, 1w
SPATDING (AP TATN)
KHIVA AND TURKESTAN, translated from the Russian,
with Map  Laige crown 8vo, o8
S L RS G R, Captaan bateanst Fuselter Yard CHARIL S A BROPITY —
TWELVE YEARS RESIDENCE IN BULGARIA,
Revived T ditnn,  Demy $vo, s
STORY (M5 1) - .
ROBA DI ROMA, Seventh Edition, with Additions and
Purtrmst  Post 8vo, dloth, 108 6d
THE PROPORTIONS QF THE HUMAN FRAME,
ALCORDING 1O A NTW CANON  With Plates  Royal 8vo, cluth, 105,
CASTLE ST, ANGELO. Uniform with “ Roba di Roma.”

With Hlu tration.,  Tarve ciown Svo, 108 &l
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STREBTER (E. W)~ —— e e e
PRECIOUS STONES AND GEMS. An exhaustive and

practical Work for the Merchant, Connoisseur, or the Private Duyer. Tred
pon all descripuons of Prerious Stones, giving their History, Habitat, Value, and
Ulses for Ormament, together with much %nforma-lion regarding their Matrices «r
Rough State,  With Coloured Illustratiuns, Photugraphs, &e. i)amy 8vo, 18s.

GOLD; OR, LEGAL REGULATIONS FOR THIS
hllE",l‘AL OldN DIFFERENT COUNTRIFS OF THE WORLD, Crown Svo,
cloth, 3. 6d.

TOPINARD (DR, PAUL)

ANTIHROPOLOGY. With a Preface by Professor Pawr,

BrocA, Secretary of the Soctété d'Anthrupologie, and Translated by Ronriz
. H. Bart1 ki, MDD, Wath numerons Ifustrations, Large ciown 8vo, 75, 6d.

TROLLOPE (ANTHONY )~
THE CHRONICLES OF BARSETSHIRE. A Uniform

Edition in the Press, conaistmg of 7 3uls., larg ¢ ¢rown 3vo, handwomely prnted.

'LHE, WARDEN, [HE SMALL HOUs Al
BARCHESTER TOWLIRS ! ALLINGTON,

DR. THORNE, 1AST CHRONICLE OF -+
FRAMLLY PARSONAGL | BARSET. 2wl

Large crown 8vo, each vol contaiming Fionuspicce,

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, A Cheap Edition
in Four Parts, with Maps  Small 8vy, ¢luth, 3¢ ¢ah

NLW /1 ALAND,

VICTORIA AND PASMANIA

NIW SOUTH WATES AND QUELNSLANDND,

SOUTH AUSIRAL A AND WESTFRN AUSIRALIA,
HUNTING SKETCHES, Cloth, 3s. 6d.
TRAVELLING SKETCHES, Cloth, gs. 6d.
CLERGYMEN OF THIE CHURCIH OF ENGLANN.

38 6d.
SOUTII AFRICA. 2 vols. Large crown 8vo, with Maps.

Fourth Ldinon, £y 1en
For Cheap Liditions of other Werks, see page 25.)

TROLLOPL T A )-
HISTORY OF THE PAPATL. CONCLAVES, Denrr

8o, 1 s
VERON (EI ENE)- . '
ASTHETICS.,  Traunslated by W, H. ArmsTrONG. Targe

rrown Svo, »6 6d,

VON GUNLIIER (1.4 COMIFSSE)
TALES AND LEGENDS OF THE TYROL. Collected

and Arranged.  Crown o, cloth, «.
WAHL (0. H.) -~
THE LAND OF THE CZAR. Demy 8vo, 16s
WALMSLEY (HUGH MULLENFUXY -
THE LIFE OF SIR JOSHUA WALMSLEY. With
Portrait, demy 8ve, 144,
WERSTWOOD (¥. 0.), M.A., F.LS,, & &%,—

A DESCRIPTIVE axp M.LUSTRATED CATALOGUE

OF TRY FICTILE IVORIES 1 1 3
- MUSEUM. = of the gmmu %‘2&’.&“"&’ i o
Medizval Ivories, Royal fvo, halfanerocco, £1 8.
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WHEELER (G. P.)~
. VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES. A Chronide of
H R.IL's Journeyings in India, Ceylon, Spain, and Portugal. Large crown 8vo, 18
WHITE (IV.1LTER)~
HOLIDAYS IN TYROL: Kufstein, Klobenstein, and

Paneveggio. Latge crown 8vo, 14.

EASTERN ENGLAND. From the Thames fo the

Humber. 2 vols, Pust 8vo, cloth, 186

MONTH IN YORKSHIRE. Fourth Kdition. With a

Map  Fo t 8vo, cluth, 4

LONDONER'S WALK TO TIIF. LAND'S END, AND
ATRIP TO THE SCILLY ISLES - With ¢ Maps Sceund Edition. Post 840, 4.

WORNUJM (R. V)
HOLBEIN (HANS)—LIFE. With Portrait and Ilustra-

tions  Impetial Gve, dith, Srae Gl
THE TPOCHS OF PAINTING. A Diographical and
Crtiral Fasay on Punting and Paintas of all Tunes and my Places Wah
nameious Iusty oy Demy Sy, cdath, Lr.
ANALYSIS OF ORNAMENT: TIIE CHARACTLER-
ISTICS QP SIYE RS, An Intsductin to the Study of the History of Oruamental
Art. With many Hlustiations  Sixth Ldivon,  Royal 8vo, cluth, 8
WYON (F. 1V )—
HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN DURING THE
REIGN OF QUEEN ANNF  2vol. Dumy Rvo, (1 aos.
YOUNGE (. D) -
PARALLEI, LIVES OF ANCIENT AND MODERN
HLROLS  New Fdion  1>mu, cloth, 48 6d.

AUSTRALIAN MEAT: RECITES FOR COOKING AUS-
TRALIAN MVPAIL, with Dirertions fin Propuring Sances suitable for the swne
By a Cook., 12mo, sewed, ud

CEYLON : being a General Description of the Island, Historical,

Thy 1eal, Stat tdead, Coutarrim v the most Rocvut I { ymation. With Map By
an Otfseer, fate of the Coylon Rifles 2 vols Demy $ooy £1 8,

COLONIAL EXPERIENCES ; or, Incidents and Reminiscences
of Thinyfour Yeme m New Zedlamd By an Old Colonist.  With a Map,
Crown dvo, v

ELEMENTARY DRAWING-BOOK. Directions for Intro-

duceng the ke Step of Lloatay Do e fn Schools and among Workmen,
Small gio, Ltk g4, od

FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW, --First Scries, May, 1865, to Dec.
1864, 6 vols.  Cloth, 13w tach,
New Scries, 1867 to 1872. In Half-yearly Volumes. Cloth,
¥33, cach,
From January, 1873, to December, 1878, in Half-yearly
Valumes, Cloth, 16+, each.

GERMAN NATIONAL COOKERY FOR ENGLISH
ITCHENS, With Practical Descriptions of the Art of Cookery as pei formed in
y, including small 'nstry and Confectionery, Preseryving kling, and
making of Vine » Liqueurs, Beverages, warm and vold, also the Manufacture
of the various German Sausages.  Post 8yo, cloth, 79, )

o —
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HOME LIFE. A Handbook and Elementary Instruction,
containing Practical Suggestions addressed to Managers and Teachers of
Schools, intended to show how the underlying principles of Home Duties or
?omesnc Economy may be the basis of Nauonal Primary Instruction. Crown

vo, 35

NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL FOR COOKERY.
Containing Lessons on Cookery ; forming the Course of Tnstruction in the Schoul,
With List of Utensils Necessary, and Lesvons on Cleaning Utensmils,  Compiled by
“R.,0.C.” Large ciown 8vo, Thud Ldition, 84,

OUR CREED: Being an Appeal to the Church of England
regading some Doubts about the truth of Eeclcvastical Christianity, By a
BARRISTRR,  Demy 8vo, os.

OUR OWN MISANTHROPE. Reprinted from “ Vanity Fair.”
By Isamatr. Crown Svo, 78

PAST DAYS IN INDIA; or, Spoting Reminiseences of the
Valdley of the Saonc and the Bsan of Supgreviee. By alate Cootems Orpaery,
N.W. Provimees, India.  Post 8vo, ton td

PRO NIHILO: THE PRELUDE TO THE ARNIM
TRIAL  An kaghah Ldon  Demy dvo, 78 td

SHOOTING ADVENTURES, CANINE LORE, AND SEA-
:;IUN‘I;IIISNG TRIPS. By “Wnotowier,! “Snarsgor,” > vols  Large crown

SHOOTING, YACHTING, AND SEA.FISHING TRIPS,
at Home and on the Continent. Second Series, By “Wipiowirg,” *Snar-
su01 " 2 vols, crown 8vo, §- 18,

SHOOTING AND FISHING TRIPS IN ENGLAND,

FRANCE, ALSACKE, BLLGIUM, HOLLAND, AND BAVARIA. By “Win e
FOWLER,” * bNapsno!.” New Edtwon, wath Hlustrauwns  Large crown Gyvw, b,

SPORT IN MANY LANDS. By “The Old Shekarry.” With
164 Mustrations. 2 vols  Demy 8vo, L1 10n,

UNIVERSAIL CATALOGUE OF BOOKS ON ART. Com-
led for the u.e of the National Art Labrary, aml the Schuols of Art w the United
mgdom  In 2 vole  Crown gty half morocoo, 2 2~ :

WOLF HUNTING AND WILD SPORT IN BRITTANY.

By the Author of “Dartinoor Dayy,” &c¢ Wath [Hustrations by Carosst
CRraJoenk, U B L roromn %o,y

SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM SCIENCE AND ART
HANDBOOKS.

Lublisked for the Committee of Council on Education.

SPANISH ART. BySenor Riano. Ilustrated. Large crown 8vo.

Gl.ASSa By Avexawper Nesprrr, Illustrated. Large crown
vo, 2, 6d.

GOLD AND SILVER SMITHS WORK. By Joun Hunckr-

rorv PourLen, With numerous Woodcuts. Large wrowu 8vo.
TAPESTRY. By AvFrep Cuampeavx. With Woodcuts. 2. 6d.
BRONZES. By C. Drury E. Fortnum, F.S.A. With numerous
Woodcuts.  Large crown Bvo, o». 6,

PLAIN WORDS ABOUT WATER, By A, H. Cuvrcn, M.A,,
Ovon., Professar of Chemistry in the Agricultnral College, Cirencestes, Large
crown 8vo, wewed, td.
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SOUTH KINSINGION MUSI UM SCITNCE & ART HANDLOOKS—Contuued

ANIMAL PRODUCTS: their Picparation, Commercial Uses,

and Value Ty [ T Srvvonn, 1ditor of the Yournal of Affid S une
Laige crown 8vo, 75 61
FOOD : A Short Account of the Sources, (onstituents, and

Uses of kood ntended rhiefly + a Guile to the To d Celle te 1 the T cthnal
Green Museun By A H (oikes, M A Owon, Tiofc 1 of Chanistiy 1 the
Agncultural College, Cirencester  Laige cown 8vo, <

SCIENCE CONFERENCLES Deliveied at the South Ken-

sington Musemn  Crown 8vo 233l , ¢s euh
® ot I —Thy s and Mechinic
Yor 11 Chastry, Brology Thy ieal Geopraphy, Geole,y, Miieralry, and
Mutecrol gy

LECONOMIC ENTOMOLOGY. By Anpiew Mukeay, TLS,

Artrky o Wiathnumer n Ifustratt ns Targear wn se » (d

HANDBOOK TO THE SPECIAL TOAN COULKCIION

of Scientft Appuratus T upeor wndy

TiE, INDUSTRIAL ARIS, Ibhstorical Shetches  With 242

Mustrations Demy 8vo s €]

TEXTILE FABRICS. By the Very Rev Danirr Rock, DD

With numaous We laats T ugo aow i v« 6d

IVORILS  ANCIENT AND MLDLIVAL By Wit
!

Mast et Wub npumer us W oodauts Targe 1 vy

ANCIENT & MODEFRN TURNTIURL & WOODWORK.

by hm\ He om0 Pany Wathomma v W d s Ta awwn v,
w61

MAIOLICA B 0 Drury Fo o Forintw, TS Y With
numaow Wocdiut T co own o ‘)

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS By Care Tacer Wath numerous
Weoleuts Tawie run 1

MANUAL OF DESIGN, compmled from the Wntngs and

Addre se of Ricrair Reroravg R A, Surveyor of Hor o gestys ]‘mun
Tae Inpe tor € nu bt Act Saen o ‘nd Art Depatniate By G R
Frooaove WbV dans Targea way v «l

PLRSIAN ARI. Dy My R Murpook Switrn, R ES Wath

Ad huonad Mustiau (I the Pr

IRJ'L EVENING TRCIURIS  Didnered mm connection with

the Speaial Toan Callegtion of Scrntifie Sypuuns, 1 76, Large 1.mn 8o 6

CARLYLE'S (TIIOMAS) WORKS.

LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETL.
Handsomely pxinted m 8% vola Demy ovo, cloth &10

SARTOR RESARTUS The ILife and Opmmions  of Iert

leufelsdiockh  Wath a Powtiaw, 79 €1
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION .\ History. 3 vols, cach g5

LIFE OF FREDERICK SCHILLER AND EXAMINATION

OF HIS WORKS  Wuth Supplement of 1872 Puttiaic and Plates, < Lhe Supple
) ment s parnfely, .

CRITICAL AND MISCELLANFOUS ESSAYS, With Portrait,

6 vols , each gr
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CARLYLE'S (LHOMAS) WORKS—Continued

ON HEROES, HERO WORSHIP, AND THE HEROI(
IN HISTORY 75 od

PAST AND PRESENT. 9.

OLIVER CROMWELL'S LETTERS AND SPEECHES. Witl
Portrut g vols, thos

LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS. o.

LIFE OF JOHN STERLING. With Portrait, gs.

HISTORY OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 10 vol.

cach g8

lI\AI\\LATIO\IS FROM THE GERMAN. 3 vols., each g
GENERAL INDEX TO THE LIBRARY FDITION. 8vo

cloth, 6w

EARLY KINGS OF NORWAY : also AN ESSAY ON ‘T'Iik
PORIRALLIS OF JOHN KNOX  Croun tvo, with Portrast Blustr ions, 75 6d.

CHEAP AND UNIFORM EDITION.
lu 23 2oy, Ciron & v hth f7 5

o

THE FRLNCH REVOLUTION :  CHARTISM AND PAST AND

A Hotors 2vols a1 PRESENL tyvol, s
OLIVLR CROMWMLLI’S LT LTRANSTATIONS FROM  TH[E
TFPRSAND SPEECHIE S, wath B hoa M RMAN OF MUS LUS, 11kCh,
dations, &ea 5 vy, s AND RICHIER 1l ey
LIVLS Ol SCHILLLR  AND  WILHLIM MEISTER, by Gothe.
JOHN SILRIING xwol, 65 A Iranslation 2 wols., 124
CRUILICAT  AND  MISCLILA- }”H'l()l\\ O} FRIEDRICH T,
NI OULS LSSAYS  gvuls L1y "\'PILU“\D l(‘ilil Frodenck lllz’c (nlru
N 1 , G t
SARTOR RESARTUS AND “‘i‘mdn:lhl ul I‘:l lm:\“::,,:‘ixml:. 149
EYCLURFS ON HEROES 2vol, 66 \roll;1 Il'l nu’} v ,‘:Tmumq Pt In—
“ L ¢ . N
IATTLR-DAY PAMPHLETS o v Vv I ot e, e
rv b, ts Work, L1 1s

PEOPLE'S EDITION.

In 37 7 Io, smadl Croun 810 Price 2y eack 1 Toun wn doth, 1ot odoay

. 37 wols an 18, otk gidt, jor £3 145,
SARTOR RESARTUS. LIFL OF SCHILLER,
FRENCH REVOLUTION. 3vols, : FREDERICK THHE GREAT. 10
LIFE OF JOHN STERLING. ' vobs

OLIVER CROMWELL’S LET- | WILHELM MEISTLER, 3 vuls
TERS AND SPERCHES g vols TRANSLATIONS FROM MU.

ON HEROES AND IIERO S4.US, 11ECK, AND RICH'IFR
WORSHIP, 2 voln neon .
PAST AND PRESENT. : THE ELARLY KINGS OF NOR.

WAY, also an } way on the Partrasts

CRITICAL AND MISCLLLA- of ]ohu Knoa, wuh 1 |nzramn». Small

NEOUS ESSAYS. 7 vols l crown  8vo,  Bound uL with the
Ludex md umform with

LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS. Edon >  Peoplc'y
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DICKENS'S (CITARLES) WORKS.

ORIGINAL EDITIONS.
In Deny 8o
IHF MYSTELRY OF LDWIN DROOD. With INustrations

by S I Iidles and a Portrut engraved Ty Baker  Cloth po 6d

v
OUR MU PUAL I RIEND  With Iorty Illustrauons by Mareus

Srene Cloth 1

THE PICKWICK PAPERS  Wuith Forty-thice ustrations

by svmom ud Pue (1 th froxe

NICHOLAS NICKIEBY With Toty Ilustrations by T'h
Cloth {11

SKEICHES BY “DB0O/’  With orty Illustrations by George
Ciad tank  Clith 1y

MARTIN CHUZZLEWTL With Icrty Mustrations by Pl
Cloth, {1 s

DOMBLY AND SON. Wath loty IHwtations by Phie.

Cleth 41 s .

DAVID COPPERIIFNLD  With lorty IHlusttations hy Phu.,
Choth fras

BLI AK HOUSE  With oty Iustrations by Pluz. Cloth,
FART

LITTLE DORRIT. With Foity IHlustiations by Phiz  Cloth,
Lo

WHL OLD CURIONITY SHOP  With Seventyfive  Hlus

»  nuns by Gurge Cattanee ndH K I wae 4 New Editun Unttorm wnth
the othier volum » Lo

[ ]
BARNABY RUDGL a ‘lale of the Riots of 'Lighty. With

Suvents eighit Tlustr tors by G C tomd’s wmd H b Biowne  Lintorm with the
utha vddumes Loy

CHRISTMAS BOOKS Contumng—The Chnstmas Carol,
The Cncket om the Houth  The (hum 1h Lattle et Ty, 1he Huunted Heuse
With ol the ongnnl Hlustrations Croth 1as

OLIVER TWIST and TALE OF TWO CITIES In one

volume Cloth, {1 18

OLIVER TWIST. Separately. With Twenty-four Illustrations
by George Crmkshank

A TALE OF TWO CITIES. Separately, With Sixteen Nlus-
trations by Phiz  Cloth ¢

* ¥ The remassder of Dickens's Worls were not ongnally printed in Demy Svo,
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DICKENS'S (CHARI 'S) WORKS—Continued

LIBRARY EDITION.
In Fost 8o WV ath the Or mal Tdustr 2twns 3o rols «hth f1.

P 4
PICKWIL k PAPFRS 4 Dlust ns 2 vol 10 ¢
NICHOI \S NICAILBY ) vels 1o
MARLIN CHUZ/LFWI1 42 , 2 vel it o
O1I D CLRIOSITY “HOP ind RIPRINET ) PIICES of 2Vl it o
PARNABY RUDCT wnl HARD LIMES b v 16 o
BI F AN HOUSE 4 2ol 16 o
LIII1}F DORRII 42 vl i 0
DOMITY AND SON ) \ vl PR
DAVID COFPRREIFID 5 zv Iy it o
OUR MULUAI IKRIIND 4 PR oo
SKRET(HIS BY 102 3) vl 5 o
OIIVEIR 1WISE 4 1y ) S o
CHRISIVMAS POOKS 17 v ! ¢ o
ATATE OF IWO CILTTS 1 1v ! 8
CREAL FAPHCIATIONS ) v 1 v o<
FICTUKES FEOM JTTAIY 2 1AM RICAN NOILS v ! & ¢
UNCOMMI RCIAT IKAVITTE R v ] S
CHILDS HISIORY OF INCTAND 8 awd 8 o
FOWIN DROOD and MISCFITANTE S 12 1v i v o
CHRISTMAS SIORIESfr v H ased HHWa ks N 4 [ v o

IHY TITF OF CHARLES DICKRINS Jy Ju" b rn ANw 1 hun Wuh
Htustiatnr Unformw ththe Tibyary |l 0y vo (b Worl In mey Daa (o

THE *“ CHARLES DICKENS" EDITION
InCr n&5 in2r ¢« A7 ik rer fr0 el

1/
I AWICK TAIFRS ¢ ust aty s
MARIIN (HUZZI LWL v 3t
DOMBI Y AND 9NN 8 . (
NICHOT AS NICWKRIFIY 3t
DAVID COPPERINIID > ‘¢
BIT AK HOUSL { 3¢
I1P1LF DORKIL Ly 3 f
OLR MUIUAL TRIEND 8 f
T ARNABY RU DG € 3«
OI'D CLRIOSITY SHOP . ¢
A (HILDS HISTORY OF FNCTAND 4 ) 3 6
EDWIN DROOD wd OIHER SIOKILS [ ' 3 C
LHRISTMAS STORIS fraa Household Words L4 , 3 f
fALF OF IWO CI1IRS -1 » J v
SKTICHRS PY BOZ 8 3
AMERIK AN NOITES and REPRINIFD PILLTS 8 f 3 0
CHRISIMAS BOOKS 3 ' 3 0
OLIVLR IWIS1 8 " 3 ¢
GRY AT EXPF("TATIONS 8 , 3t
HARD TIMIS and PICTURES FROM 1T1ATY 8 ' 10
UNCOMMPFRUIAT IRAVITILMR 4 30

VHL L1FE OF CHARIES DICREINS  Umform wih thi ldmm with MNumerous

HNlustrations 2 vule 3 11 cach
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DICKFNS S (CH ARI ES) WORKS ~Continued

THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY EDITION.
tomplete tn 3017 lumes D my Sto s05 cach orset L1y

This Ldition 1s puntad on 1 fin 1 paper anl m a larger type than ha been
emy Dyad i iy previous udiion The type It been et esp eanlly for 1, and
the g iof vaze to wnut of the mtioduction of a1l the ongmml llustrations

No such attract ve e his bun mo e of Gowntings «f Mi Dickens,
which, vanous 1 hve been the § vms of pubhanim wdipted to the cumnnds
of m ever widedy mac me popnhints hove nove vet been worthily prosented
m redly hand eme hruy £ 1m

Fhe collcction compry os b the nuno wiitig 3 was Mt Dickens’s wish
Lo {reseIve

SRFICHES BY 10/ Wath oo Nllustrau 15 by Geer e Crnbhshank
PICAWICK PAPERS  2v0ls Wath 47 Hlustias ns by Iy
OLIVER IWIST  Wauh 4 Hlustrat ne by Crunkshank

NICHOTAS NICKITIY .v1l Wuhy Husuay n 1y Phy

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP anl REIRINIID PIFCES vt Wath Hustrau n 1y
Cattermle, Ao

RARNALY RUDGL an! HARD 1IMES vl Wath Ul tatt 0 1y O wtaamole
MARIIN CHUZZLIWIL volv - Wath o Hlustrat ns ty Phuz

AMERICAN NOIFS wd PICIURIS LROM ITATY 1y 1 With8 Hlustiations
3)()\!BI~Y AND SON vl Wath, THu toats ns by Phae

OAVID COPPEREILID  .vis Wath pIluson n by Phe

BIEAR HOUSL  vols o Wath 4o Hlw uation By Pl

TUIITE DORRIE 2vsh Wath o Hiu tiation y T

A TALT OF IWO CHITES  Wath ot Hiatrat ety Hr

THI UNCOMMERCIAL IRAVETTER S Wath s illnstraion by Macus Stone
CRFAT FAPECIATIONS  Wath S WHastiate v by Marca Stone

OUR MUTUAL FRIEND .vols  With 4o Hiustrations by Matcus Stone
CH]I:IRIMAQ&B()ORS With 17 [ludtrations by Si kdwin Land eer, R A, Machee

s &l &
HISTORY OI' ¥ NGLAND  With 8 lllustratiens by Marcus Stone

CHRISIMAS SIORIES (1 rom ¢ Houschold Waords  and ** Allthe Year Round ) With
t4 i tridions

LDWIN DROOD AND OTHER STORILS  With 12 Tlustrations by § 1. Fildes
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DICKENS'S (CHARLES) WORKS ~Contiswed—
HOUSEHOLD EDITION.
In Crown gto vols. Now Publishing, Stxpenny Monthly Parts.
20 Volumes completed.
OLIVER TWIST, with 28 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 6d. ; paper, 1a. 9d.
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT, with 59 lliustrations, cloth, 4% ; paper, ss.
DAVID COPPERFIELD, with Go lllustrations and a Portrait, cloth, 45. ; paper, 3s.
BLEAXK HOQUSE, with 63 llustrations, cloth, 4s. ; paper, 3s.
LITTLE DORRIT, with 58 Illustrations, cloth, 4s.; papet, 35
PICKWICK PAPERS, with 56 Illustratlons, cloth, 43 ; paper, 35
BARNABY RUDGE, with 46 Hlustrations, cloth, 4s.; paper, g
A TALE OF TWO CITIES, with 25 Ilustration, cloth, z» €d, ; paper, 15, od.
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND, with 38 {llustrations, Juth, 45. ; paper, 35
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY, with so Iflustrauons, cluth, 4+ ; papes, 3s,
GREAT EXPECTATIONS, with 26 1llustrations, cloth, 25. 64 ; paper, 1s. gd.
OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, with 33 Illustrations, cloth, 43 . paper, 3s.
SKETCHES BY 'f BOZ," with 36 Ilustrations, cloth, 2& 6d. ; paper, 13, gd.
HARD TIMES, with zo Illustrations, cloth, 25 ; paper, 15 6d.
DOMBEY AND SON, with 61 Hlustrations, cloth, 4s.; parer, 3s.
UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVELLKR, with 26 Hiustratsons, cluth, e, 6d.; paper, 1. od.
CHRISTMAS BOOKS, with 28 HNlustrations, cloth, 2s. 6d , sewed, i\, gd.
THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, with 15 Illusteation, oth, 2 ¢d. ; paper, 1 od,
AMERICAN NOTES and PICTURES FROM ITALY, with 18 New Illustrations, cloth,
28, 6d. ; paper, 15. od.
EDWIN DROOD; REPRINTED PIECES; aud cther STORIES, with 30 Hiustrations,
cloth, 4s. ; paper, 3. .
Besides the above will be included--
THE CHRISTMAS SI'QRIES,
THE LIFE OF DICKENS, By Jounx Forsrer,

Messrs. CHAPMAN & HALL trust that by this Edition they will be enabled
to place the works of the most popular British Author of the present day in
the hands of all English readera.

PEOPLE'S EDITIOI{.
PICKWICK PAPERS. In Boards. Illustrated, 2s,
SKETCHES BY RBOZ. In Boards, Ilustrated. ax
OLIVER TWIST. In Boards. Illustrated. s
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY In Boards. 1lustrated, es.
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. In Bossds, Illusteated. as.

MR. DICKENS'S READINGS.
Feap. 8vo, sewed, .
CHRISTMAS CAROL IN PROSE. m. | STORY OF LITTLE DOMBEY. 1.

: . POUR TRAVELLER, BOOTS AT THE
CRICKET ON THE HEARTH. 1 HOLLY-TREE 1NN, and MRS,

CHIMES : A GOBLIN STORY. 1, GAMP. u.

T AROL, with the Original C .
A CHRISTMAS CAROL, v b Ol e s
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THE LIBRARY

CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE,

Some degree of truth has been admitted in the charge not unfrequently
brought against the English, that they aie assiduous rather than solid readers.
They give themselves too much to the lighter foims of literawure.  Technical
Science is almost exclusively restricted to its professed votaries, and, but for
some of the Quarterlies and Monthlies, very little <olid matter would come
within the reach of the general public.

But the circulation cnjoyed by many of these very periodicals, and the
incrense of the scientific journals, may be taken for sufficient proof that a taste
for more scrious subjects of study is now growing, Indeed there is good reason
to helieve that if strietly scientific subjects aie not moe universally cultivated,
it is mainly because they are not rendered mme accessible to the people.  Such
themes are trealed either too claborately, o1 in too forbidding a style, or else
brought out in too costly a furm to be casily available to all classes.

With the view of remedymg this manifold and incieasing mconvenience,
we are glad to be able Lo take advantage of a comprehensive pioject recently
set on foot in France, emphatically the land of Popular Science. The well.
known publishers MM. Reinwald and Co., have made satisfactory arrange-
ments with some of the leading savanés of that countty to supply an exhaustive
series of works on each and all of the sciences of the day, treated in a style at
once lucid, popular, and strictly methodic.

The names of MM. P. Broca, Secretary of the Société d'Anthropologie ;
Ch. Martins, Montpeltia University ; C. Vogt, University of Geneva; G. de
Mortillet, Museum of Saint Germain; A, Guillemin, author of * Ciel ” and
‘ Phénoménes de la Physique;” A. Hovelacque, editor of the * Revue de
Linguistique ;” Dr. Dally, Dr. Letourncau, and many others, whose ¢o-
operation has already been secured, are a guarantee that their respective
subjects will receive thoiongh treatment, and will in all cases be written up to
the very latest discoveries, and kept in every 1espect fully abreast of the times.

We have, on our part, been fortunate in moking such further amangements
with some of the bost writers and recognised authorities here, 2s will enable us
to present the series in a thoroughly English dress to the reading public of this
country, In so doing we feel convinced that we are taking the best means of
supplying & want that has long been deeply felt.
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LIBRARY OF CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE~Continned —
The volumes in actual course of execution, or contemplated, will embrace

such subjects as:

SCIENCF. OF LANGUAGF. [Pudished.
BIOLOGY. "
ANTHROPOLQOGY. »
JFSTHETICS, »
PHILOSOPHY, »
COMPARATIVE MYTHOLOGY
ASTRONOMY,

PREHISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY.
ETHNOGRAFPHY.

GEOLOGY,

HYGIENT.

POLITICAL ECONOMY,

*

PHYSICAL AND COMMERCIAL
GEOGRAPHY.
ARCHITECTURE.
CHEMISTRY.
EDUCATION.
GENERAL ANATOMY.
ZOOLOGY.
BOTANY.
ME1EOROLOGY.
HISTORY.
FINANCI .
MLCHANILS.
STATISTICS, &e. &c.

All the volumes, while complete and <o far independent in themselves, will
be of uniform appearance, shghtly varying, according to the nature of the

subject, m bulk and in price.

‘When finished they will form a Complete Collection of Standard Works of
Reference on all the physical and mental sciences, thus fully justifying the
general title chosen for the series—¢‘ LIRRARY 0k CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE.”

LEVER'S (CHARLES) WORKS.
THE ORIGINAL EDITION with THE ILLUSTRATIONS.

In 17 vols,

Drmy 8uvo.

Cloth, 6s, each,

CHEAP EDITION.
Fancy boards, 2s. 64,

CHARLES O'MAI LEY.

TOM BURKE.

1HE KNIGHT OF GWVYNNE.
MARTINS OF CROMARTIN,

THE DAL1ONS.
ROLAND CASHEL.
DAVENPORT DUNN,
DOLD FAMILY.

Fancy boards, 25,

THE O’DONOGHUE.

FORTUNES OF GLENCORF.,

HARRY LORREQUER.

ONE OF THEM.

A DAY'S RIDE.

JACK HINTON.

DARRINGTON.

TONY BUTLER.

MAURICE TIERNAY.

SIR BROOKE FOSBROOKE.

BRAMLEIGHS Of BIBHO'S
FOLLY. -

LORD KILGOBBIN.

LUTTRELL OF ARRAN.

RENT IN THE CLOUD and ST.
PATRICK'S EVE.

CON CREGAN.

ARTHUR O'LEARY.

THAT BOY OF NORCOTT'S.

CORNELIUS O'DOWD,

SIR JASPER CARKW.

NUTS AND NUT-CRACKERS

Alro in sets, 29 wois,, cloth, for £4 4v.
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TROLLOPE'S (ANTHONY) WORKS.
CHEAP EDITION.
Boards, 2s. 6d., cloth, 35. 6d.

2s. 6d, vols.
THE PRIME MINISTER, PHINEAS REDUX,
PHINEAS FINN, HE KNFW HE WAS RIGHT,
ORLEY FARM. LUSLACE DIAMONDS
CAN YOU FORGIVE HI'R?Y
25, vols.
VICAR OF BULLHAMPTON LADY ANNA

RALPH 1HE HEIR. f HARRY HOTSPUR

THE BERTRAMS ' RA(HEL RAY

KELLYS AND O'KELLYS j TALES OF AI'L (OUNTRIES
McDERMOT OF BALLVCIORAN ! MARY GRESLEY

CASTLE RICHMOND LOTTA SCHMIDT

BELTON LSIATF. LA VENDEE.

MISS MACKENSIE ‘ DOCLTOR THORNE

WHYTE-MELVILLE'S WORKS.

' CHEAP EDITION.
Crowun Bvo, fancy &mm"s, 23, eack, or 2s. 6d. in cloth,

UNCLE JOHN. A Novel.

THE WHITE ROSE.

CERISE. A Tale of the Last Century.

BROOKES OF BRIDLEMERE.

»“ BONES AND I;” or, The Skeleton at Home.

“M., OR N.” Similia Similibus Curantur.

CONTRABAND; or, A Losing Hazard.

MARKET HARBOROUGH; or, How Mr. Sawyer went to

the Shires,

SARCHEDON. A Legend of the Great Queen.

SONGS AND VERSES.

SATANELLA. A Story of Punchestown.

THE TRUE CROSS. A Iegend of the Church.
KATERFELTO. A Story of Lxmoor.

SISTER LOUISE ; or, A Story of a Woman’s Repentance,
ROSINE.
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CHAPMAN & HALLS
List of Books, Drawing Examples, Diagrams, Models,
* Instruments, &c.

INCLUDING

THOSE ISSUED UNDER THE AUTIJIORITY OF THE SCIENCE
AND ART DEPARTMENT, SOUTH KENSINGTON, FOR THE
VUSE OF SCHOOLS AND ART AND SCIENCE CLASSES,

BARTLEY (G. C. T)~
CATALOGUE OF MODERN WORKS ON SCIENCE
AND TECHNQLOGY. Post 8vo, sewed, 1~
BENSON (W.)—
PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR.
Small 4to, cloth, 15s.
MANUAL OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. Coloured
Frontispiece and Illustrations  yamo, cloth, 25, od.
BRADLEY (THOMAS) —of the Royal Military Academy, Vvohwtch—
ELEMENTS OF GEOMETRICAL DRAWING. In Two
Parts, with 6o Plates. Oblong folio, half-bound, each part 16+

Selections (from the above) of 30 Plates, for the use of the Royal Milnary
Academy, Woolwich, Oblong folio, half’ bound 165,

BURCHETT—
LINEAR PERSPECTIVE. With Iilustrations. Post 8vo,
Joth, 75
PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. Post 8vo, cloth, gs.
DEFINITIONS OF GEOMETRY. Third Edition. 24mo,
sewed, sd.
CARROLL (FOHN)—
FRBEOAE%I)AN D DRAWING LESSONS FOR THE BLACK
]
CUBLEY (W. H )—
A SYSTEM OF ELEMENTA'RY DRAWING., With
1 ions and Kxampl perial 4to, sewed, 8%,
DAVISON (ELLIS A.)—
DRAWING FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. Post
8vo, cloth, 3s.
MODEL ' DRAWING, 12mo, cloth, 3s.

THE AMATEUR HOUSE CARPENTER A Guide in

%.&Bmm:c& With sumerous 11y m.,m-umww

ozuuorm (P. Hy—
PROGRESSIVE DRAWING-BOOK FOR BEGINNERS.

120, g8 64,
DICKSEE (Y. R)~

SCHOOL PERSPECTIVE. S8vo, cloth, s.
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DRAWING- gOK OF THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
OF DESIGN . ELEMENTARY OUTLINKS OF ORNAMENT. 5o Plaies

INTRODUCTION TO DITTO. Fcap. 8vo, 6d.
FOSTER (VERE)—

DRAWING-BOOKS :
i } Forty Numbers, at 1d, each
Fifty-two Numbers, at 3d. each. The set & includes the subjects in 4.

HENSLOW (PROFESSOR)—

ILLUSTRATIONS TO BE EMPLOYED IN THE

PRACTICAL LLSSONS ON BOTANY. Pr P K
Munsenm, Post Bvo, sewed, 6d. epared for South Kensington

FACOBSTHAL (E.)~—
GRAMMATIK DER ORNAMENTE, in 7 Parts of 20

Plates each. Price, unmounted, £3 135 6d.; mounted on cardboard, £r1 4s
The Parts can be had separately. ! » BT

FEWITT—

HAEh,DngOK OF PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVE. 18mo,
[y 18, 6d.

KENNEDY (FOHN)—
FIRST GRADE PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. 12mo, 64d.
FREEHAND DRAWING-BOOK. 16mo, cloth, 1s. 6d.
LINDLEY (FOHN)— ¢

SYMMETRY OF VEGETATION: Principles to be
obecrved in the delineation of Pluxu. 1o, sewed, z8.
MARSHALL —~
HUMAN BODY. Text and Plates reduced from the large
Iagrams 2 vols,, cloth, £r 18
NEWTON (E. TULLEY, FG.S8.)—

THE TYPICAL PARTS IN THE SKELETONS OF A

CAT, DUCK, AND CODFISH, bemgem Catalogue with Comparative De-
scriptions an-nnzedm a Tabular Form, 1 y 8v0, 35

OLIVER (PROFESSOR)—

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE VEGET. ABLE KINGDOM.
109 Plates, Oblong 8vo, cloth. Plain, 168} coloured, £1 6.

PUCKETT (R. CAMPRELL)—

SCIOGRAPHY, OR RADIAL PROJECTION OF
SHADOWS. (..rown 8vo, clath, 6

REDGRAVE- -
MANUAL AND CATECHISM ON COLQOUR., Fifth
Ediuon, a4mo, sewed, gd.
ROBSON (GEORGE)~
ELEMENTARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. Oblong
folio, yewed, 8.
WALLIS (QBORGE)~
DRAWING-BOOK. Oblong, sewed, 3s. 6d.; mounted, 8s.
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WORNUA (R, N} )
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF STYLES: An Intro-
duction to the Study of the History of Ornamental Art. Royal 8vo, cloth, 8s.

DIRECTIONS FOR INTRODUCING ELEMENTARY
DRAWING IN SCHOOLS AND AMONG WORKMI‘N Published at the
Request of the Society of Arts.  Small 4to, cloth, 4s. 6d

DRAWING FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. Containing 150
Copies. 16mo, cloth, 1. 6d,

EDUCATIONAL DIVISION OF SOUTH KENSINGTON
. MUSEUM : CLAGSIFIED CATALOGUL OF. Ninth Edition. 8vo, 1.

ELEMENTARY DRAWING COPY-BOOKS, for the use of
Children from four years okl and upwards, in Schools and melles Comptled by
a Student ceruificated by the Scieme and Art Departmont as an Art Teacher,
Seven Books in 4lo, sewed .

Book 1. Leners, 84, Bouk 1V, Objects, 8d
» . o, 8d. w V. leaves, 8d.
. I (:eomelncnl and Omamental w VI Buds, Ammak, &c¢ |
torm., 8d, s VI leaves, Flower, aml Spmy», £d,

"y Orin Sets of Seven Puohs, 4 6d
ENGINEER AND MACHINIST DRAWING-BOOK, 16 Parts,

71 Plates.  Folio, £1 121, mounted, £3 4~

EXAMINATION PAPERS FOR SCIENCE SCHOOLS AND
CLASSES. Published Annually, 60. (Postage, 2d )

PRINCIPLES OF DECORATIVE ART. Folio, sewed, 13,
SCIENCE DIRECTORY. 12mo, sewed, 6d. (Postage, 3d.)
ART DIRECTORY. 12mo, sewed, 1s. (Postage, 3d.)

DIAGRAM OF THE COLOURS OF THEFE SPECTRUM,
with Explanatory Letterpress, on soller, 100, 6l.

— ey -~

COPIES FOR OUTLINE DRAWING:

DYCE'S ELEMENTARY OQUTLINES OF ORNAMENT, so Selected Plateﬁ,
mounted back and front, 18s.; unmounted, sewed, 3.

WEITBRICHT'S OQUTL lNF‘% OF ORNAMENT, mnmducetl by Herman, 12
Plates, mounted back and froat, 8. 6d.; nnmounted

MORGHEN'S OUTLINES OF 'THE HUMAN FthRl' reprr:dnced by Herman,

20 Pi mounted back and front, 1gs.; unmounted, 35, 4d,

ONE SET OF FOUR PLATES, Ouxhneuof Tarsia, from Gruner, mounted, 38, 0d.;

unmonnted, 7d.

ALBERTOLLY'S FOLIAGE, one set of Four Plates, 4, 15645 ted, sd.
OUTLINE OF TRAJAN FRIEZE, mnnend. ™
WALLIS'S DRAWING-BOOK, tod, 8».; otod, 3n. 6d.

. OUTLINE DRAWINGS OF FLOWERS, Eight Sheets, tounted, 36 64.; un-
mounied, 8d.

COPIES FOR SHADED DRAWING:
COURSE (HE%I’GN By Csi. Baraug (French), 2o Selected Sheetn, 31 at 5., and

REHAI&&ANLF ROSETTE, mnmod,yd

SHADED ORNAMENT, mounted, 1.

PART OF A I;ILAQTER FROM m ALTAR OF ST, BIAGIO AT PISA,
mounted, ™
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COPIES FOR SHADED DRAW[NG-—CM»::J—

COTHIC PATERA, mounted, 18

RENAISSANCE SCROLL, Tomb in § M, Dei Frari, Venice, mounted, 1s. 4d.
MOULDING OF SCULPTURED FOLIAGFE, decorated, mounted, 1s, 4d.
ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES. By J. B. TairoN. 20 Plates, £2.
MECHANICAL STUDIES. By J. B. TRuoN, 5. ))erdorcn

FOLIATED SCROLL FROM THE VATICAN, d, 5d.; , 15, 3d.

TWELVE HEADS after Holbein, selected from his drawmgn in Her Mn;esl.ys
Collection at Windsor, Reproduced in Autotype. Half-imperial, 36s.

LESSONS IN SEPIA, ¢s. per dozen, or 15 each,

SMALL SEPIA DRA\VING COPIES, gs. per dozen, or 1s. each,

COLOURED EXAMPLES:

A SMALL DIAGRAM OF COLOUR, 4, 1. 6d.; d, oul.

TWO PLATES OF ELEMENTARY DESIGN, ted, 1s.; ted, 35. gd.
PETUNIA, d, 3. 9d.; ted, 25. od.

PELARGONIUM, d, 3% od.; ted, av. od

CAMELLIA, mounted, 3% od. ; unmounted, 2. gd.

NASTURTIUM, , 3% odi; ed, 25, od.

OLEANDER, d, 35, od.; d, 23. od.

TORRENIA AhL\TILA— M d, gd. od.

PYNE'S LANDSUCAPES IN (.HROMO LI I‘HOURAPHY (6), ecach, mounted,
75, 6d. ; or the set, £z 55,
COI'MAN'S PENCIL LANDSCAPES (set of 9), mounted, 15s.
" SEPIA DRAWINGS (set of 5), mounted, 1.
ALLONGE'S LANDSCAPES IN CHARCOAL (), at 45 each, or the set, [r 45,
s017. BOUQUET OF FLOWERS, LARGE ROSES, &c., 45 6d.

4018, » " ROSES AND HEARTSEASE, 3. 6d.
4020 " " POPPIES, &c., 3. 6d.

DRSS . CHRVSANTHEMUMS, 4. 6d.
o " LARGE CAMELLIAS, 4. 6d.

4077 " ”» LILAC AND GERANIUM, 3. 6d.
S n . . CAMELLIA AND ROSE, 3v 6d.

o8 . LARGE DAHLIAS, . 61,

4983 ”» " ROSES AND LILIES, 4 6d.
I . ROSES AND SWFET PEAS, 3. 6d.
% . . LARGE ROSES AND HLARISEASE, 4.
4180, ” " LARGE BOUQUET O LILAC, 6. 6d.
4190. » " DAHLIAS AND FUCHSIAS, 6s. 6d,

SOLID MODELS, &c.:

*Liox of Models, £y 4

AOSm;Sd mthz universal joint, tc;v shog the mhdhmodela, gg., L1 lﬁl\.ht Oue solid

# qundun e, with a circle and cross within it, and one stra wire, @ 5ol

Ono he. eleton wire cube. One sphere. " One cone. gnc cylinder. One
hcx-gond pmm £z a%

Skeleton cube in wood, 3s. 6.

18-inch skeleton cube in wood, 125,

*Three abjects of form in Pottery : “
Indian Jar

%;lndon Jnr. 185, 6d,

"Fsve selected Vases i m Mnjohca Ware, .Ca s,
Vm n Karthenware, 181,
whhout sunk rings, 108,
'Dnvidm’t ‘;muu‘a‘is els, m Box, £2, containing—

% Syuare Slabs. Octagon Prism, Trhng&lqr Pﬁ:&
9 &W Blocks (steps). tmdm Pyramid, Equilaeral

4 Sqnm Blocks, Jointed Crom. Square
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SOLID MODELS, &co--(.'mhh-d’-
*Davidson's “vamed Modeh (lo models), £o%,-'ﬂ'e MM&S’  brief de-

thmdeh~-— n O
Cu m'udn Monolith (form-
X “:}.' peie

b
"‘""‘”‘ 2
xtaipmmmlystut h, % ’W
snd 12 inches .zfmhi‘h 4 Cross Arms,
SR R ,‘,,mm i S

and pro;
lain!: mked A strang Trestle, 18 hdus high. A H«M«v ( inches
y dugnam" and 12 inches hng. vided Jt ﬁu q: 3 iuches
m diameter, divided into semi-sphieres, one of which is n:m- dm o quarters ;'
the semi-s) when placed on the cylinder, gives the form and ples of
shading a Dome, whilst one of the gquarters y‘ucad on half the cylinder }m: a

N
A for T Practical Geom models!
'gn‘um;de m r ‘“hi.: o ﬂ:’ (’: f orl ),nlgptm projection as
i drawing, i box, L3 108,

lied to
Mtlkxgt: (.‘lm Drawing Models,~ Models are pasticularly ad; td M teaching
large classes; the stand a sirm, and the wniversal ill hold the
Models in any position. Waad Models* Square Prirm, 12 mv.hu 18 inches
Hexagonal Pm-m, :4 inches «ide, 18 mches high; Cube, 1 mchu side |
Lyhnder, 13 inches diamet, 16 inchn hgh utgbn Pyrm 14 inches
iy

1 inches nde 14 inches side, 22 Hiches side 5
(.one, 13 mcﬁa hu\mu, zz" mcbe«. cleton (.uhe, 19 inches sofid woud
imch square ; Foterpecting Circles, 19 inches solid 1% wmches
in Madelt 'rian) lar Pnsm 17 inches ssde, 22 mdm ln B Squnm Prism,
qindwsﬂd 20 inc }5' m, 16 inches diameter, 27 inches
high; Cy \ T4 hnhes nmctcr, »1 mche. high; Hevagon Pyramid, r8 inches
diameter, 2 mchec lugh 3, Sepaare Pyramid, 17 inches side, 24 inches high ; Cone,
17 inches u&e. inches huh i Skelcton Cube, 1ginches side ; Intersacting Circles,
79 inches side ; I'Xam Circle, 19 mchex ide ; Plain Square, 3¢ inches side, Table,
27 inches by 2114 inches. Stand. The Set complete, K14 138
Vulcaniee sot sqnan 55
_I;la rge ot with ':;d -holder, .
ip, Lwo 5et squares square,
* Parkes's case of inewr T with pen and pen(.d feg, s
’Pnu insmxml :au. with 6-inch compasses, pen and penuil leg, 2 small compasses,

o-mdnmpvawi&ahrnmmm!mt,pﬁd

compass if case, 15,
* Models, &c., entered as sats, cannot buupphed ungly.

mrpbon oot s o

LARGE DIAGRAM

ASTRN: Sasers
o e e e S
BOTANICAL;

NINE SHEETS., Mustrating a Practical M of Botany.
‘lnl:v{ LS ;Ca'on:mvnmdm:hw:,d Tz&% A3 By Professor

CLASS. DIVISION. SHCTION, nlt\ﬂlAM .

Dicotyledon .. ., JAvgiospermous .. (VRS - 0 20D
Monacoryledons .. ez {W o
Glameactous, . e .. 9

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THR PRINCIPAL mwn!. RRS OF THE

m'sm KINGDOM, wuwm # o F L8, 1-

A rnlouiin xnd T 80 Olbwer's Diagraass, 18,

§§
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BUILDING CONSTRUCTION :
TEN sam?"rs. By WisLiam J. Guenwy, Profewor of Drawing, King's College.

In yets,
LAXTON'S EXAMPLES OF BU!LDING CONSTRUCTION IN TWO

DIVISIONS, containi al Plates, aos,
BUSBRIDCE'S DRAWIN?% OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. 11 Sheets.
Mounted, 5s. 64.; samounted, as. od.

GEOLOGICAL : *

DIAGRAM OF BRITISH STRATA, B H. W. B F.R.S,, F.G.S. A
. 18K STRA y RISTOW, G.S.

MECHANICAL:

DIAGRAMS OF THE MECHANICAL POWERS, AND THEIR API‘I t~
CATIONS IN MACHINERY AND THE ARTS GENERALL
Dr. Joun ANDERSON.

Seriet consists of § highly coloured on stout pupel‘, 3 et
6 inches by 2 feet 6 mches, price £ per set ; mounted on rollers, £z.
DIAGRAMS OF THE STEAM-ENGINE. By Professor Gooveve and Professor
SHELLEY. Stout paper, 40 inches by 27 inches, highly coloured.

The price per set of 41 Dingrams (sal4 Sheets), £b 6s.; varnished and mounted
on rollers, £11 118,

EXANPLFS OF . MACHINF I)BTAIL"-; A Senes of 16 Coloured Diagrams,
Professor Unwin. {3 25.; mounted on rollers and varnsshed, £3 1

3 148
SELECTFD EXAMPLES OF MACHINES, OF JIRON AND WOOD (Fremch),
By SrantaLas Prrrir. 6o Sheets, £3 545 135 per dozen.

BUSBRIDGE'S DRAWINGS OF MACHINE CONSTRUCTION {30). Mounted,
25%.; unmounted, r1s.
LLSSONS IN MECHANICAL DRAWING. By Staxisnas PeTrirT. s per
dosen ; aleo fiheets, being mare advanced copies, 2a. per dozen.
.ESSONS IN ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING. By StanisLAs PRYTIT, 15 per
duxen : also larger Shests, being more advanced copies, 25, per dosen.

PHYSIOLOGICAL :

ELEVEN SHEETS, llhuunng Human Physiology, life size_and Coloured fro
Nature, Prepared under the direction of Joun MARsSHALL, 1‘ RS, F.R.C. b.,&«.
Eu:h Shcet. 128, 6d. On canvas and rollers, varnihed, £t 8

1. THE SKELETON AND LIGAMENTS.

2. THE MUSCLES, JOINTS, AND ANIMAL MECHANICS

3 THE VISCERA IN POSITION. -THE STRUCTURE OF THE LUNGS.

4 THE ORGANS OF CIRCULATION.

5. THE LYMPHATICS OR ABSORBENTS.

6 THFE. ORGANS OF DIGESTION.

7. THE BRAIN AND NERVES.—THE ORGANS OF THE VOIUE.

8. THF, ORGANSYWOF THF, SENSES, Plate 1.

o THE ORGANS OF THE SENSES, Plate 2.

ta. THE MICROSCOPIC STRUCTURE OF THE TEXTURES AND
ORGANS, Plate t

11. THE HILROSCOPIL STRUCTURE OF THE TEXTURES' AND
ORGANS, Phate = R
HUMAN BODY, LIFE SIZE. By Joun MAMALL,FR.S., F.R.CS
1. THE SKELETON, Front View. ! 5. THE SKELETON, Side View,
2. THE MUSCLES, Front View, 6. THE MUSCLES, Side View.
3 THE SKELETON, Back View. ! 7 THE FEMALE SKELETON,
4 THE MUSCLES, Back View. . kt:‘ront View. ‘
Each Shoet, tas. 6. § on canvas varpished, £1 18
) Explansory Key, 16,

ZOOLOGICAL:

Tliustrasing the Classification of Animals, By Rosgr? Parysseon,
T s e alaes ‘Savelebad, 43 ton

mmmumoﬂmmm in 9 Sheets, untolaured; b
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THE FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW.

Edited by JOHN - MORLEY,

HY, FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW is published on the 1st of

every month (the issue on the 15th being suspended), and 2 Volume is

corgieted cvery Six Months.

'

SIR RUTHERFORD ALCOCK.
PROFLSSOR BAIN.
PROFESSOR BEESLY.

DR, BRIDGLS.

HON. GEORGE €, BRODRICK
SIR GEORGE UAMPBELI, M.P.
J. CHAMBERLAIN, M.D,
PROFESSOR ULIFFORD, F.R.S.
PROFESSOR SIDNEY COLVIN.
MONTAGUE VOOKSON, Q.(.

1. . COURTXEY, M P,

G. 1. DARWIN.

F. W. FARRAR.

PROFESSOR FAWCT T, M.P,
EDWARD A. FRFEMAN.

MRS. GARRET-ANDI'RSON.
M. E. GRANT DUFF, M.P.

‘t HOMAS NARE.

¥. HARRISON.

LORD HOUGHTON.
PROFESSOR HUXLEY.
PROFESSOR JEVONS.

EMILE DF. LAVELEYE.

T. E. CLIFFE LESLIE.

RIGHT HON. R. LOWE, M.P,
SIR JOMN LUBBOCK, M.P.

The follnwing are among the Contributors :—

LORD LYTTON.
SIR H. 5. MAINE.
DR. MAUDSLEV.
PROFESSOR MAX MULI FR.
PROFESSOR HENRY MORLEY.
G. O5BORNF MORGAN, Q C., M.
WILLIAM MORRIS,
k. W. NLWMAN,
W. . PALGKAVE.
WALFER H. PATER.
RT. HON. LYON BPLAYFAIR, M P,
DANTF GABRIEL ROSSELTT.
HERBERT SPENCFR
HON T. L. STANLLY.
SIR J. FITZJAMIE SSTLPHLN, Q.L.
LESLIE STEPHRRN.
J. HULCUTSON STIRIING
A G SWINBURNYE,
DR. YON SYRFL.
J. A. SYMONDS,
W. T. THORNTON.
HON. LIONEL A. TOLLEMACHE.,
ANTHONY TROLLOPE,
PROFESSOR TYNDALY.
THE EDITOR.

&, & &

Tur FORTKIGHTLY REVIEW is published ot 24, 6d.,

-
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CHARLES DICKRANA AND BYANS,)

((MYSTAL PALACE rhmse,






























