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Tales of the East.

THE NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

The Adventures of Simoustapha and the Prine
cess lisetilsone,

I N the reign of the caliph Haroun Alraschid,
a young man, of regular featurcs, of a most
beautiful and agreeable countcenance, and of
the most majestic and clegant mien, came to
settle in Bagdad. He purchased a stately
house, which had been lately possessed by an
cminent citizen : he embellished the gardens,
adorned the apartments anew, and, in a word,
converted the house into the most splendid
cook’s shop that had ever heen seen in Bag-
dad, or in auy other city of Asia. Here cvery
thing was served up in silver plate and china,
by slaves dressed with uncommon taste and
neatness.  The pastry, and cvery other dish,
was seasoned with a delicacy which even the
cooks of the caliph were unable to rival.
The master of this establishment was called
Simoustapha.

His fine figure, lus engaging and polite
manners, and the splendid entertainments
which he gave, soon brought to his house all
the first-rate people of Bagdad; and, as his
ragouts uever fuiled to sharpen the bluntest
a{)petite, he became the favourite cook of the
place. His house and gardens were continu-
ally crowded with those who prefer luxury to
more rational enjoyment. The courtiers were
constantly praising, in the presence of the
caliph, the cook’s exquisite entertainments ;
but either the prince could then spare no
time for such trifles, or the desire of satisfy-
ing himself of the skill of Simoustapha was to
come upon him in a way more correspondent
to the peculiar whimyof his own character.

The slaves, particularly the fcmales of Ha-
roun’s palace, took care to pass every day by
the shop of Simoustapha, and never returned
without bringing ’pmcthing prepared in his

VOL. 11, ~

best manner. The most forward of thesc
slaves was Namouna, the ancient governess
of the Princess Ilsetilsone, a most amiable
oung lady, and the caliph’s sole progeny by
obeide, who, of all his other wives, was his
greatest favourite.

Namouna enjoying such freedom as was
suitable to her station and time of life, walk-
ed daily in the streets of Bagdad. The chil-
dren knew her notwithstanding her veil, and
named her whenever they saw her. Simou-
stapha, whose shop she frequented, naturally
obliging to every body, was particularly so to
her. He made her sit down, served her first,
and, by his agrecable and polite attentions,
prepossessed her much in 5.15 favour. The
good old lady, highly gratified with such flat-
tering attention, said within herself, Ah!
sweet young man, Heaven bless thec; thou
dost not desEisc old age: and whenever she
entertained the princess with the news she
had picked up in her walks, she always con-
cluded with an encomium on the charming
Simoustapha. Hc had shown her all his gar-
dens with the utmost politeness, had treated
her, on every occasion, even without knowing
her, with cvery possible degree of respect :—
The whole of his behaviour was so natural,
and could only flow from a bencvolent soul,
and the highest esteem for thesex. He is so
obliging, Namouna would add, and his voice
is so sweet and melodious, that every word
conveys a secret charm, His deportment is
noble as his actions. In a word, his beauty
is a transcript of that of Joseph, Jacoh’s dar-
lingson.  God protect the woman who-shall
be tempted to take hold of his mantle ! But
he is harmless as a dove.

Ilsetilsone was highly diverted with her old
confidante; and no sooner did she learn that
she wasg returned from the city, than ghe used

A
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to inquire how she had fared with the hand-
some cook, and if he id her affection.

1 shall take care, said Namouna, that I do
not make a fool of myself: sure I am not so
weak as to fall in Jove; but there can be no
harm in n;gxling myself with his ragouts: as
to himself he is worthy of a queen. Surel
it would discover only want of tagte, if I, i
ed to admire a young man more i
than any prince upon earth. Why should
I deny myself the pleasure of seeing him?
Every glance of his scems to renew my age.
Maethinks it is the witchcraft of his eyes where-
with his tarts areseasoned. 1 have one here
for Mesrour, the chief eunuch, which you will
hear talk of in the palace.

Namouna was not mistaken ; for Mesrour
had carried the tart which the governess had
given him to the favourite sultane-s, who re-

ed the caliph with it, without letting him

now whence it had come. Haroun, on ex-
claiming how good it was, learned that it was
xt at Simoustapha’s shop, the cook of whom
bad heapd so much mention. The favourite
to Haroun to have a full service

rom Simoustapha’s shop on the followin
day: Mesrour was accordingly dispatched with

the necessary commands.

This was but gne effect which the en-
thusiasw of the Outﬂ\'ﬂmﬂl about Simou-
stapha excited in palace ; every thing
conapired to increafeit: his easy manner,
his fine figure, the real excellence of his ra-

gauts, ion thus suddenl
arisen in the in his favour, althoug
he had been talked of for a year at Bagdad by
every one besides,

in atqa with uncommon relish the

mea! thus provided in the spartments of his
favoyrite sultancss, and showed that he was
perticularly pleased with the repast. Next
morning he ordered his own table to be sup-
plied from the same shop; his womcun par-
took of the duinties ; and, in short, it came to
this, that nabody in the palace thought him-
self well dined unless there were several of
Simoustapha’s dishes on the table. Namou-
un rejoiced in seeing her idol’s reputation in-
creade. The caliph had alrendy sent to his
daughter’s table several of the most exquisite
dishes ; hut she scemed not to relish them
so much as the governess had expected.
The eoutiml,tl monm that wlu m;de d?f
Simoustapba’s namne taigpd her; but the
gratification of her appetite induced ber to

she did not praise them.

said Namouna, how this charms the

eye; smell the flavouraof this cake. She then
described the kitchen of Simoustapha :—It is
resplendent as if huug round with mirvors ;
the pavement is of palished marble; every
mgxmpnb)y . In the middle

of seven beautiful young men, dressed as for
a wedding, and employed about the furnaces,
Simoustapha watches over the whole. Being
considerably taller than his workmen, he
pears like the moon among the stars. He
puts the last hand to every dish himself; and
thisit is which conveys to it its secret charm.
But while the old governess was thus launch-
ing out in the praises of her favourite, she
did not observe the impression she was ma-
king upon the mind of the young princess,
till her encomiums had kindled a flame no
less lively than dangerous.

Hsetilsone, who strove to conceal, both
from herself and others, this fondness for a
man of Simoustapha’s profession, in en-
deavouring to combat the rising passion, lost
her sleep, her appetite, and her tranquillity,
and fell into such a melancholy, as made her
affectionate father dread the consequence.
The poor governess bewailed the situation of
her charming mistress. Her frequent sighs
led her to suspect the cause of her unensiness;
and an incident occurred, though but of little

ence in itself, which confirmed her sus-
picions. For two days the princess had eaten
nothing. I see, said Namouna, that I shall
be obl}gcd to procure for you, as well as for
myself, a dish from the hand of my friend
Simoustapha. The beautiful princess smiled,
without speaking; and the ohliging old go-
verness ran to her favourite cox’s shop.
Serve me well, said she to him, amiable young
man ; I have a daughter whose life is dearer
to we than my own; display your ekill in
preparing a dish to revive her appetite. For
these two days she has caten nothing, and I
fear the consequence. If you make a ragout
to please her, you shall have a hundred se-
quins for your trouble.

Simoustapha looked the old lady earnestly
in the face; he knew perfectly that she had
no daughter; besides that, the hundred sc-
quins which she offered were sufficient to as-
sure him of the fuct, if he had not known it
already. Is she then indisposed ? replied he,
with an air of anxiety. More d‘ indispo-
sed, answered Namouna: You sce¥ny distress
for her : but whatever comes from you is so
good, that, if she ance taste it, I hope she will
be easier. This is the first time, rgplied Si-
moustapha, that I have ever been afraid of
not succeeding. He set instantly to work,
and suffered nobody to touch 'glt he pre-
pared byt himself. In a fow moments the

. vomnnmnadg‘:osetomforthepalwe
with the object of errand, but she first
wanted to satisfy hi ) Simousta-
pha would take nothi®f. 1fshe can taste it,
said he, I am ovar-paid; if not, the dish is
warthless.

Namouna reached thenalace, and present-
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ed the ragout; Tisetilsone tasted it, found it
delicious, nndmt!:lwbgle. The eyes of
the with joy upon seeing
mm"’fu

success of her stratagem, and she again
extolled the complai s the ess, and
the address of Simoustapha, He believed,

said she, that it was for my daughter, and in
an instant he set to 'ali. I would have
him a hundred sequins, but he would
take nothing ; it was enou%chat he had it
in his power to oblige me. What a situation
his, said Ilsetilsone, for the dignified senti.
ments of a prince! Yes, replied Namouna,
and his soul 1s lodged in a body which Solo-
mon himself would be proud to assume, were
heto in upon earth; and he would
find it iﬂicu.thto acquit himself with the
graceful dignity of Simoustapha.

When the repast was over, Illsetilsone
abandoned herself to her accustomed mclan-
choly. What, said Namouna to her, are you
to behave so, after you have eaten with such
pleasure ! Instead of this, I thought to have
K::hyou in a situation to receive the caliph,

with greater pleasure and cheerfulness
than you have done of late. I cannot do
otherwise, my dear Namouna, replied the
princess; in spite of me my heart is oppressed.
Without doubt, replied the governess, there
is @ secret cause of uneasiness within your
bosom, which preys upon your vitals, and yet
you conceal it from me, who love you more
than iy own life. My secret, answered 1l-
setilsone, is my shame, and ought to die with
myself. IfI cannot keep it, am I to expeet
that another should ?

My beautiful princess, replied the gover-
ness, you are about to hasten your destiny.
My soul is a well into which your secret may
descend without ever being seen again, and I
may fall ugon some means to afford you
comfort. Oh, Namouna, interrupted Ilsctil-
sone, pray to God to interpose some miracle
in my behalf, otherwise any hope of cure is
vain~Well, we will pray together, and ob-
tain this migacle. He has already performed
many in t| laces. By miraculous inter-
position he delivered the Jews, his chosen
people, from the hands of Pharaoh : but, in the
present cpse, there will be no need to dry up
the sea; and instead of the great Moses, there
will only need a secondary instrument; and
here am l,mlgtoserveyw: Confide in me:
don’t distrust her who loves you more than
her life, and who is ready to sacrifice it to

ur interest I have years and experience ;

can administer counsel, and devise
methods which your inexperience could
never suggest. In a word, intrust me with
the subject of that melancholy which you in-
dulge at the risk of life.  Oh! my good
Namouns, replied tHé ptincess, shame ought

to shut my mouth, but my confidence in
you obligesme to openit. You know as well
as I the true cause of my misfortune; and I
would have blamed you more than any per-
soh efse for having contributed to it, did I
not see that it is the effect of an inevitable

fatality. I am efusionately in love: every
thing tended to inflame my passion, and
to derange my brain. You, Namouna, the

women of the palace, my father the caliph,
everyone seems to have concurred to promote
my delusion. In short, he hath appeared
to me in two dreains. Now, name, if yon
dare, the object of my affection : say who is
the only man for whom the daughter of the
Commander of the Faithful, of the king of the
kings of the earth would live, and without
whom life is insupportable to her? Excuse, if
possible, this incredible extravagance, and
consider I\;ouuelf as to blame for havin
raised it, { your cofitinual encomiums an
relations. You have seen him in your dreams?
said the governess, with a grave and thought-
ful countenante: Was he beautiful as the
angel who poured out the sherbet to the
Great Prophet, when he was translated to the
seventh heaven? Can you recollect hisfeatures ¢
That is impossible, said Ilsetilsone: I was
confounded and transported at the sight of
so enchanting an object. He threw himself
at my feet, and swore that he would adore
no other creature but me. In two dreams
I have secn the same object; and I could
not fail to recollect him if I saw himn again ;
but it i3 as impossible for me to describe as
to forgat him. Thus, Namouna, added the
princess, with an air of confusion, while my
futher refuses the princes of the east the
pretended honour of my hand, she who is
the object of the;dlovhe alz‘n('l‘ amll);ﬁgn of so
many kings, would think herse] py in
being joined for life to——To Simo:ﬁ:lpha,
replied the old woman : don’t blush to name
him 3 his name is praise: all the crowns up-
on ecarth would be honcured by his accep-
tance. There are a hundred kings in the
world, but there is only one Simoustapha.
Take care, said Ilsetilsone; you are goin,
on to ruin me.—1 ruin you, my dear princess
I love you more than my own soul. Let the
angel of death shut my eyes as soon as the
have witnessed your felicity,. We must visit
Simoustapha together; and if youn find that
it was he who appeared to you i u{our two
dreams, the fate which hes destin yo;:&r
him is irrevocable, and I shall instantl -
come the instriment of your destiny. But
how, answered Ilsetilnol;ezr can tL:ee him
without exposing myself? Trust to me,
said the old governess : Sleep well this gight,
that sleep may restore the roses to -
plexion, and the carnation to your Tex
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morrow you shall see him whom you love;
uml. yunkn::iﬁ:be he \vhom‘t.l::’
enchanting dream .preumwd to you ;
as | regulste thing respecting your ser-
vice, matters be managed o, as not to
have the smallest appearance of previous de-
sign.  Tlactilsone, not s little comforted on
hearing this, went to bed.
Next morning the old governess hastened
to the shop of Simoustapha. Iam come,
said she to him, to give you an account of
the you gave me: you have been paid
acoording to your wish, for therc was none
of it lcft: But, handsome young man, added
she, what will you give me, if I shall inform
you ofthe icst of all news to one of your
age and ition? Whatever you please to
ask, replied Simoustapha. Let me inform
you then, continued the old governess, that
the lady you have regaled yesterday is to dine
to-day on dishes wholly irom your kitchen ;
but take carc to every thing with
your own hand. Your orders, replied Si-
moustapha, 1 shall most joyfully obey. If so,
said Namouna, you owe me a kiss already ;
let us sec if I have it in my power to luy you
under greater obligations. Do you know
that you are about to prepare dinner for the
greatest and the most beautiful princess upon
carth, the incomparable Ilsetilsone ? My heart,
replied Simoustapha, blushing, already told
me g0, What, snid Namouna, your heart ?
How is this? Are you in love with my prin-
cess !—The princes of Asia burn with love for
her, and nced not blush when they avow their
passion. Her beauty, her virtues, subdue
every one who hears them mentioned; but,
for my own part, 1 shall be proud to be the
humblest of herslaves.  1f you are prejudiced
in her favour, answered Namouna, and if
you are impatient to see her, I can assurc
you she has the same curiosity with respect
to you. Her slave, said Simoustapha, is
ready to fly to her feet. Since you are in
this situation, replied the old governcss, you
ml{ come yourself and ask payment; you
will receive it from her beautiful hand. Pre-
the dinner, send it into the palace with
your own slaves, by the large gutc. As soon
as the repast is over, you must be ready at a

secret passage, which I will show you.” But
umamﬂr, my dear Simou that you
now owe me n kiss more. I owe you a

, said Simoustapha, embracing the
old governess with rapture; after which they
separatod.

Sim?ut:hphn excnedThil brtmat skill in
preparing the repast. Ten bloonin J
slaves, beautiful as Cupids, and dmmicﬁ
the utinost elegance, conveyed it to the

ised with

Ilsetilsone  was
this piece of gallantry. Ta’e old confidante

m&«m made s most delicious
repast, 10 which this circumstance bad given
an i relish.

She praised cvery dish to Namouna. Eat,
eat, said the old governcss to her; what
comes from him who loves 'ounusd’oyou
good. Is it possible that Joves

replied Namouna; have Jou
scen him, you who lose your rest for him ° It
is decreed in heaven, my dear child, and must
be accomplished on carth, by means however
extraordinary.

As soon as I told him that a great lady, very
well pleased with the first dish she had got
from him, wanted a dinner entirely prepared
by his own hands, he guessed it to be you, and
told me his heart bad announced it to him.
The transport of joy into which he was
thrown, in having itin his power voserve you,
and the hope of seeing you, induced him, old
as | am, to embrace me for my good ncws.
You will pardon me, my dear princess, for
thus recciving the first caresscs of your lover,
when I assure you, that he appeared to me to
be passionately in love with you. Besides, }
am ready to surrender your own to you. In
saying this, the old governess threw herself
on the neck of her mistress, and embraced
her with all her heart.

You are foolish, my good Namouna, said
Ilsctilsone. Not morc so than every female
of , repliecd Namouna. If his kisses
were to be sold, you would see what a price
they would bring ; the crier would make his
fortune by them.

While this conference went en in the pa-
lacc, the young slaves of Simoustapha, who
had been en:’)loyed to serve up the dishes on
the table of the princess, returned, transported
with joy at the mamer in which they had
been received, and each with five pieces of
gold from the hand of the beautiful Hsetilsone.
Simoustapha, encournged to make his visit,
from the flattering reception his slaves had
met with, dispatched his business, went to
the bath, uiced himself, and dressed in
his best robes. After shis he went to the
palace, and to the passage which had been
pointed out to him.

Namouna waited at the door to admit him.
'l;he pﬁnce:hs observed from the ter:;cehof
the palace the persun who approach T,
suspended between love, hope, and fear. k
is he, said she, the very man whom I saw
twice in my dreams : e appeared to me the
first time in this dress; the second time, his
dress was so splendid that I was unable to
bear its lustre. Whilst she was making these
shert remarks, Simoustapha entered the roem
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ou honour me beyond my desert, answered
Simoustapha. I mm;ot think so, replied the
rincess : appear far superior to your con-
Rition; uulyo:lthwgh acquit youf'sclf init
with such amasing address, it scems made for
you, yet you do not scem made forit. What,
pray, were the reasons that induced you to
mie choice of for your residence?
Oh ! most admirable princess. said Simousta-
pha, if you wish your slave to spenk sincercly,
remove the veil which maintains his difh-
dence, that the truth which procceds from his
mouth may reach your ear. I have already
suffered too much in being prevented from
admiring the churms which that impertinent
ebject keeps from my view. You have only,
said the princess, been a year at Bagdad,
and if my veil distresses you, it hath been for
a moment; how then can you spouk of long
torments ! From this moment, replied Simou-
stapha, I have felt the first transport of love,
which will end but with my life. A rigorous
law, replicd Hsetilsone, forbids me to take off
my veil. A respectful bashfulness, answered
Simoustapha, dctains my secret upon my lips,
This cluldishness, cried the good Nunouna,
loses time; and the principal eunuch, who is
frequent in going his rounds, may chance to
come in upon us. Upon saying this, she a
proached the princess, and lifted up the veil.
[t seemed as if timidity and bashfulness had
been attached to this trifling piece of stuff;
for as soon as llsctilsone was frced from it,
she moved towards Simoustapha; and they
cmbraced each other with the greatest tender-

ness.

A collation had been prepared ; and the
two lovers, whose emotions were too great
for words, sat down to it. They loogk N
sighcd, and ate in turns, w hile the happy hour
flew on.

Namouna was obliged to scparate them.
They parted with tears in their eyes, They
felt as if they had loved for life, and that they
must break the chains of pleasure and of cus-
tom at once. llsetilsone, from the joy ooca-
sioned by this meeting, fell instantly into her
former ir. In vain, every day, did they
serve her table with dishes prepared by her
Tover ; she was not to be imposed upon with
inferior pleasures. From the )y moment
of their interview, every object but bimself
appeared insipid to her.  She became emaci-
ated, and pined away insensibly.

Namouna was distressed for her, Be rea-

sonable. said she to her ; enjoy the re
of loving and of being loved.’o'You m to
sce your lover, and tobe in his company ; but
pridence requires of you to do your duty, You
may ruin the y your want of patience,

efface that vivid complexion, that flower
of youth, which is the greatest charm of your
beauty. Leave all to ne. A matter of this
great moment cannot be ily accomplish-
ed with precipitation, at these benuti-
ful stars ; if one of them wishes to hasten its
course, it leaves ita ¥_roper orbit, and falls,
never to rise agnin.  That which dirccts your
fortune keepe pace with therest. Therc is a
danger in wishing to change its course. T
listen to your reasoning, my dear Namouna,
said [Ilsetilsone, but I cannot follow it. If
you wish me to eat, tell me that you will let
me see Simoustapha.

Very well, since it is 8o, sit down to table
and cat 3 I shall fall upon some method for
you, for your relief.

The princess caused some food be brought
her, took a little of it, and instantly required
of Namouna the reward of her complaisance.

Since you wish to know my plan, said Na«
mouna, it is this: For some days you have
been confined to bed, and have not paid your
usual visits to the caliph. I expect to see the
principal eunuch coming to enquire what con-
fines you to your room. Upon his answer,
the caliph and Zobeide your mother will
come to sce what is the cause of your indis-
position.  Attend to all the questions which
the nﬂ'ccti%!\hof a faitiher and I;:f 8 mo;her can
suggest. ey will say, ou fecl an
win ? Docs any thing h{m or d!splen;e )ou};

hat will comfort you? Prepare your an-
swers beforc-nand. * Beware of saying that
you are sick ; for they would send tf‘;e octor
to you, who would give you nauseous drugs,
which you have no need of ; but say that
i;ou are overwhelmed with languor, which has

cen occasioned by too much confinement, and
of which a little amusement would be the
cure. You must then request them to permit
you to seek that amuscment yourself in Bag-
dad, and to grant you two days, at two differ-
ent times, 8o near one another as to have the
desired effect, at the same time so distant as
not to interrupt the public business of the
city. Besides, a crier nust announce your en-
trance, that there may be nobody either to
disquiet you, ar to suffer on your account. .
You must ask to go to the bath on the first
day, and to visit the shops on the second.
Our devotion may ipduce us to visit the
mosques. I will conduct eyery thing so as to
ttgrn b::te ::iave you have thus obtainedNto

e vantage in every respect. Na-
mouna had scarcely nnfoelg’ed her design,
when Mesrour, the chief of the eunuchs, ar-
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rived from the caliph, to visit the princess.
The congequence of this incident justified
the foresight of Namouns. Haroun and Zo-
beide came to spe their , who ob-
taied leave from them to in Bagdad, at
the times, gnd under the conditions, precon-
certed by Namounp. his

oun, upon returning into his own apart-
ment, ordered Giafar to take every necessary
precaution, in order that the princess might,
the next morning, slong with her retinuc, en-
joy the pleasure of a walk in the streets of
the city, nnc} that b:lhe might sec c:lcry curio;
wity in it without being exposed to the gaze o
bc{:oldcu.

The grand virier accordingly issued these
orders to the chief magistrate ; and, on that
night, the peaple of Bagdad were warned hly
the public cricrs to ornament their shops with
all their most curious wares : But at the hour
of prayer nobody was to appcar, either iu the
strects or in the houses, that neither the pas-
sage nor the curiosity of Usetilsoue, who was
to walk at that hour, might be interrupted :
Every thing that might be taken by those who
composed lier retinuc was to be paid, and the
pillage they made mdemnified.  Those, how-
ever, who, from a spirit of restlessness or curi-
osity, should disobey the orders, were to mect
with the severcst punishment. When the uf-
fuir was thus arranged, Namounn, anticipa-
ting the success, came to acquaint Ilsetilsoue.
Ha ! well, said she, is every thing according to
your wishes? Will the streets of Bagdad be
sufficiently clear for you to-morrow morning ?
They will be too much so, if all the inhabi-
tants remove, replicd the princess, and if no-
body remain in the houses.  You don’t view
the nature of the order in the “)ropcr light,
madam: All the shops, and all the houses
which are upon the streets must be entirely
empty ; but if to-morrow the whole people
of nd were forced to go out of the aty,
they would perish, without teuts, hy the heat
of the sun.  Every one is to shut himself u
ina of his house from which he can nei-
ther hear nor see any thing, and far less be
seen. Those who are rich will go to their
country-seats ; such as are poor will seek some
ohscure place in which to conceal themselves.
The city must look like 8 desert ; and it is by
being so that it will answer our purpose.
There you may do what you please. Your
female attendants will run up and down the
shops with a cunou%tmﬂ eagerness of which

ou have no idea. The eunuchs will follow,
it ey plok . They . ssend
what N . must also attend
towmem!:u ;&n of their own, and du-
ring that time weq must mind ours. Be con-
tent: Use the bath ; sup cheerfully; slecp as
well as you can, that your charms may ap-

paarto the best advantage. To-morrowI hop
to see the happiest couple upon earth.

Ilsetilsone i
of her. But Simoustapha, her lover, was
thrown into despair, when he heard the criers
announce, that, before the princess walked
in Bagdad, every body must disappear, and
that he who should have the imprudence to
apﬁar in her sight should be put to death.

amouna, on visitin&,him, und him over-
whelmed with grief. Why, said she, after he
had explained the motive to her, do you tor-
ment yourself about an order whichI expressly
solicited, in order to bring about your inter-
view with my princess? To-morrow morning
you must send all your slaves out of the city ;
you must pretend to follow them ; but take
care to cnter your house by the back-door,
and wait for us at the botton of the garden.
We will go into your shop; the noise that
we muke will Iet you know we are there;
and, at any rate, without your showing your-
self, I know where to ﬁnj you. As soon as
it is night, prepare something 1o regale us with
to-morrow. I know that you are by no means
avaricious ; and I could engage that you are
going to make some treat fur me.

You know, said Simoustupha, how much I
am disposed to oblige you. I will put you to
the trial immediately, replied the old lady.
What I am to tell you ought to charm you.
Do you remember how you paid me for the
first good news I brought you ? Can you still
repay me in the sume coin ?

1 understand you, said Simoustapha: all
that I possess is here, choose what you plcase.
What you ask is mine no longer.

Purc avarice! cried the old woman merrily.
1 will tell your mistress that I have discover-
ed a failing in you, which is not common at
your age. I will avenge myself upon you for
this. But I will not give pain to m) dear child :
she has not had a moment’s case since she
suw you : she does nothingbut sigh: she would
not have survived, had I not fallen upon some
means to procure you an interview with cach
other. I wish to carry her good news from
you; what shall I say? That I am charmed,
that T am in raptures, answered Si ha,
that 1 cannot express myself, and that I am
impatient for the happy moment which shall
reunite us. If she has-enjoyed little rest since
we saw one another, T have enjoyed none.
My heart is so full of her charming idea, that
her name is continually on my lips, and I am
forced to condemn myself to an absolute si-
lence, that it may not escape me.

Well, said Namouna, mxded Ican onldy.

Igo

repeat all this, I say home wi
my:?;ﬁkeu full lt:ll'&’;von'ls; but with rag:_crt
to s, you give me nothing to to her.

I shall be faithful in rendering it to her. In
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ing so, the old woman presented her cheek ;
& nfl in vain. She then parted with him.
Adieu, covetous Simoustapha !
Namouna hastened to the palace, and re-
ted the conversation, word for word, even
to the pleasantry with which it ended. What!
seriously, my dear Namouna, said Iisetilsone,
did you want a kiss from him ? Could you be so
amorous at your age ?

1 do not say so, replied Namouna ; but, un-
der my wrinkles, my heart is as young as if' I
were only twenty years of age; and, if I
should live to an Plundred, I would never be
the enemy of such a man as Simoustapha.
My pretensions go but a little way. I am
content with a trifle ; but it f,ives me pleasure.
If I renounced love altogether, I should he-
cometoo bad. But go to sleep ; sleep soundly :
to-morrow is your day. The next morning,
as soon as prayers were over, llsctilsone and
sixty beautrf'ul slaves entered the city. The
princess, conducted by her governcss, went
straight for the baths which were nearcst her
lover’s house: she went in, and said to her
principal eunuch, I will be served by the
slaves of this house: I wish all mmne to
amuse themselves, and to enjoy their liberty.
Let them therefore rove through the whole
of Bagdad. The cunuch obeyed. She en-
tered the bath, stopped a httle, and then
roceeded to her object, escorted by love and

amouna.  Simoustapha waited with impa-
tience in & remote part of his gar ‘en, under
a rural grotto, where was a fountain in which
he usually cooled his liquors. He prepared
breakfast, and every now and then sung
verses, in which he endeavoured to pamt both
the ardour of his passion, and the happiness
which he was about to enjoy. Of all his
household he had kept only an expert young
slave, 8 mute, who was perfectly handsome.
All on a sudden a noise in the grotto strikes
his ear; he rises, and runs forward. It was
the object of his desires, his dreams, and his
songs. Ilsetilsone had arrived a few moments
before. She had approached the grotto with-
out being perceived, and had listened with
the most extreme pleasure to the verses of
her lover. The subject of them aflected her;
and the sweetness of his voice conveyed a
double charm. Npt wishing him to know
that she had been listening, she had shifted a
little from the spot, and made the noise which
he hestd, to announce her arrival.

Theirs was no common passion, sprung
from a sudden coincidence of sentimenis, or
mutual admiration : it was a stroke of sympa-
thy; it was still more, if their destiny was in-
terwoven, as they both had reason to believe.
They stood still, and at one another
with & curiosity mixed with the most lively
joy and mutual admiration, In order to em-

brace, their arms are extended in concerts
and in the first embrace they both sweoned
away. Luckily the grotto was covored with
moss; and the p Namouna hed pro-
vided against al accidents. found #t
necessary to quit a place inconvenient for an
interview of so imterciting ® nature. Simoue
stapha conducted his mistress under a green
arbour, which the rays of the sun could not
penetrate. Here she found a commodious
sofa, and a repast, consisting of the most
exquisite dainties. Bésides, this ®pot united
every thing that could refresh or amuse the
princess.  Here a deep bason received water
clearer than crystal, from the mouth and nos-
trils of different animals, which diffused the
{nost delicious freshness throughout the ar-
hour.

Ilsctilsone and Simoustapha sat down to
table close together ; Numouna and the mute
served them. They ate little, and spoke still
less; the language of the eyes was sufficient,
and expressed the strength of their feclings.
At last the princess broke the expressive si-
lence, and cried out, with an angelic voice,
Oh! Simoustapha, 1 love you, and I find
that it will be impossible for me ever to love
another. I know not how the frightful dis-
tance which fortune appears to have put be-
tween us shall be got over. If the foregoi
of my own high pretensions could effect it, it
should be done immediately. My soul can
lose nothing by uniting with yours, whose
nobleness cquals its rank. You put that
fortune to the blush which appears willing to
disgrace you; and I would glory if, by rai-
sing you, I could have it my power to expose
her injustice. I am too much elevated, ma-
dam, replied Simoustapha, by the compli-
ment you pay me. It hath constituted my
fortune and my glory, as well as my happiness.
You love me: my ambition is gratified ; and
were 1 in possession of a crown, I could reap
no other satisfaction from it, than that of
falling a crowned slave at your feet.

Let us swear, said the princess, to live
only for each other, in spite of fartune, and to
guard against whatever engagements may be
the obstacles to our union. Here, at your
knees, I swear by the name of the Great i’m-
phet, cried Simoustapha. The beautiful prin-
cess raised him up ; the tenderest kisses sealed
their oaths, and their tears flowed afresh.

Namouna, insensible of the value of these
precious tears, was impatient to put & stop
to them. What ! gaid she, are you going to

%8 the time in weeg)ing, instead of rejoicmg ?

ow I hate languishing lovers! Drink, est,
and banish sorrow. nXtthe same time she
served them with different sorts of and
made them drink, one after the other, from
the same cup. Have you no musical instru-
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ments? said she to Simoustapha. S8end for
them ; nobody sees us; and when you shall
have done with weeping, 1 will teach you
how to smuse ves. The mute, upon
a signal from his master, ran and brought
:Ioil';;rem mou‘s_ia.l instruments. thNamounu
up ope of them and began with a spright-
:yd tone ; but Ilsetiluone, with a tentller and
ucing voice, repested some charming
versas, which rendered the harmonious sounds
of the instrumnents, which she gracefully play-
«d upon, still more affecting.  Simou "
answered her immediately, and discovered as
mucl;rmim and judgment in the composi-
tion of the words, as shill in the music. Each
cndeavoured who should best express the
tenderand affecting sentiments of their hearts,
For the instant Namouna was content, as
they seemed to be amused; but she put a
stop to their pleasures, by warning them they
snust part, that they might give no suspicion
to the cunuchs, umi the females who compo-
sod the retinue of the primcess. It was not
without pain that these two happy lovers
yielded to their circumstunces.  They sealed
their adieus with tender embraces and new
tears. In the namc of Mahomet! said the
impatient Numouna, have done, and let us de-
part quickly. The lovers parted.  The prin-
cess was careful to compose her countenance,
that they might not discover the passions by
which she had been agitated ; and she pre-
sently joined her slaves, in order to return to
the palace, supported by the hope of soon
secing hor dear Simoustapha again,  The ca-
liFh was waiting with impatience for the return
of his daughter. As soon as the principal
cunuch bns announced her, he ran to her
with the utmost affoction, to enquire how
she relished the bath and her walk.
Usetilsone cxpressed herself pleased with
the variety of objects which she had seen in
the shops ; and the caliph finding her cyes
more animated than usunl, as well as her
complexion more vivid, congratulated himself
upon having allowed her to umuse herself 1n
the streets of Bagdad. The princess Zobei-
de, on seeing her daughter, was equally hap-
py in finding that melancholy removed, which
was likely to have been attended with dan-
gerous comsequences. At length, it was
agreed upon that llsctilsone, after restin,
two days, should return to Bagdad in aearcﬁ
of new mnusements for the restoration of her
health ; and the criers were ordered to an-
nounce the intention of the caliph. Ah!
what a long two days ! said the princess. Can
you conceive my situation, my dear Namouna,
du:mt*"?uel absence; and how I shall
be able to live so long without Simoustapha?
Ifthese two days were miine, said Namouna,

they should roll on quicker than yours are
ikely to do.—Ah! how would you fill them
up ?—1I would sleep the best and spend

the rest in eating, driukirzg, and enjoying my-
sclf, and in dreaming on the pleasure of soon
seeing my besutiful Simous again: Be-
sides, J should not give myself so much pain
about seeing my lover, if; like you, we were to
weep all the time like children, or pay one
another as serious compliments as those that
are used on the instalment of a mufti. I
have not always been old: I have been in
love, tho’ it was never known ; but I managed
matters otherwise. It is generally believed
that we who are cheerful never think, because
we laugh much, and »ften laugh at what others
think. But had I been engaged in an ad-
venture like yours, I should have acted dif-
ferently. —You, Namouna, are not the dauy,

ter of a caliph.  The glory of my father, his
rank, and his sensihility, combat my feelings ;
and my lover, who, in my eyes, is worthy of
the lot of a king, is surely nothing else than
~——No more of that, said Namouna, smart-
ly ; he is nothing but a cook ; but, surely,
there is nothing more amiable on ea.rti
There is happmess in every condition. 1 des-
pise greatness, when attended with uncasi-
ness ; and [ could be happier with this beauti-
ful cook, than with all the kings of the east.—
You are in love, Namouna, replied Ilsetilsone.
—One of us, said the old governess, must
mahe the other merry, otherwise this

would become u scene of sorrow. Take
care of yoursclf, and don’t arpur like a living
mimmy next time you walk in Bagdad.

The cheerfulness of the governess diverted
the princess, and quicted her impatience. Si-
moustapha, on the other hand, busied him-
self in preparing something new, in order the
more agreeably to surprise his nistress. Ser-
vices on gold and precious vases were to suc-
ceed those of silver and china; the house
was filled with perfumes; every thing in it
annonnced eclegance and splendour; all the
slaves were in motion ; and still more would
have been done, should it not have excited
too general a curiosity. At last the two days
elapsed ;—the hour arrived. Ilsetilsone pro-
ceeded from the bath, arrayed in all her
charms, and added to their lustre that of the
most splendid and exquisite dress. Thus
ndomex,sheagninememdthemof&g-
dad, attended by all her slaves. On her
way to the shop of her lover, she went into
all that she met with. Her retinue, dis-
persed among the difterent warehouses, were
eager to view and to examine every thing;
and, when she imagined their attention suf-
ficiently engaged, she immediately, along
with Namouna, entered Simoustapha’s house,
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where nobody remained but the mute and
himself. Early in the morning, he had warn-
ed his that it would be prudent for
them, before the caliph’s deughter should
traverse the streets of Bagdad, to go and
dine on the other side of the rivers Jalla and
the Il and take with them whatever

should want. This order, accompanied
with a few pieces of gold, was very agreeable
to them.

Ilsetilsone passed from the shop into the
garden: the mute made a sign, and, in a mo-
ment, the two lovers were in each other’s arms.
‘Whilst fruits and different sorts of provisions
were served up, her curiosity determined her
to examine the different beauties of the gar-
den, and the order of the house, to which
taste and elegance appeared to have contribu-
ted more than riches. But when the prin-
cess entered the inner apartments, every thing
she saw occasioned a new surprise; ecvery
thing there displayed the most uncommon
luxury and profusion of expencc. You are
about, my princess, said Simoustapha to her,
to enter a roomn which nobody hath seen be-
fore, and where I never presume to sct my
foot. It was designed but for onc person,
and I durst not flatter myself she would ever
embellish it with her presence. These words
excited in Ilsetilsone an extraordinary emo-
tion. She was quite surprised to find so
much riches in the house of Simoustapha :
But she now went to see an apartment still
more superb, prepared for only one person ;
and every thing told her that she was that fa-
voured one.

The door of the apartment opened: the
saloon which appeared was more richly de-
corated than any in Bagdad, and was fit for
the reception of the greatest sovereign. They
next pass intoanother more magnificent room,
embellished with sofas and cushions of bro-
cade of gold. The princess could not help
expressing the greatest astonishment. Na-
mouna in wonder: every thing she sces
is the object of her surprise, aud the causc of
her silencc. She durst touch nothing, but
stood speechless, amid so much riches. For
whom, said the princess, is this apartment de-
signed? For no other, replied the amorous
youth, but the most beautiful and charming of

incesses. Ah! exclaimed she, Heaven and
mnhoma t that she may ever enjoy it !
In saying this she fell into a swoon ; but, on
being carried to a sofa, she soon recovered.
laced me here ? said she. 1, said
her lover. It was he, replied Namouna. Every
thing here has been deoi%edfor you: com-
ere with o Snesapha  repied the pre,
with me, Si ! prn-
ocess. He who has devoted his whole life to
cannot rob you of one moment of it.
{Voubat finely turned compliments ? gaid Na-

moung, stepping hastily out of the room te
The eunuch and I go to prepare the collation.

The lovers were alone ; passion transport-
ed them, but duty constrained them; the
most delicate speeches were mingled with the
tendercst caresses, and promises of mutual
affection. The desire of binding the knot of
their eternal felicity ; the idea of difficulties
which seemed to exclude all hope ; tears ex-
torted by fear, and sweetened by h uch
was the picture they exhibited. My dear Si-
moustapha ! said the tender Ilsetilsone, you
appear to possess many treasurcs, and you
seem fitted to use them in the noblest man-
ner: what then can have obliged you to de-
scend to the condition you now hold ? Oh'!
my princess, I have been reduced to it by an
irresistible power, to which I have devoted my
hfe; and I yet swear in your presence the
most scrupulous and blind obedience : Let us
not now think upon the past ; let us consider
the future. I cannot live but in the hope of
possessing you. And I, my dear Simoustapha,
m the assurance of secing you ;—but how
shall we accomplish it > That does not belong
to you, my dear princess, replicd Simousta-
pha. Assured of your heart, it is my part to
preserve its peace with its possession : I will
triumph over every opposition; and death
alone shall ever disunite us.

At the same instant the key was heard turn-
ing; it was Numouna ; she entercd rejoicing.
Let us go, my dears, said she ; the collation is
ready: the hours pass quickly; we should
employ thosc few well that remain. In say-
ing this, she cast aglance upon the two lovers :
Simoustapha, seated by his mistress, was kiss~
ing her hand, and bathing it in his tears. Still,
said she, spending your time in crying? You
are incorrigible, I sce. Come, good Celadon !
You have drowned your reason in tears, you
will find it again in the entertainment which
is prepared for you.

he lovers entered the apartments: ex-
pression of sentiment glowed in their eyes,
and their lips were its interpreters; their looks
were mingled with carcsses, anticipating cares,
delicate attentions ;j—all bore the charac-
ter of the tenderest love, and the strongest
passion. Very well ! said Namouna ; ecstacy
and admiration have succeeded to tears. But
we must go.—A few more sighs still ! Let
him but contemplate your charms, and when
he thinks he has said all, there will reinain
much to say. The beautiful lisetilsone smiled
on her governess; and the lovers rose to seek
a place of solitude in the artificial retreats of
the garden. Dear Simoustapha, said she, the
hour of our partisig is at hand : yours
for life ; assure me by a fresh that yon
\::l,h:l’nyn be mine. dl hl:;f, .“ll’ rsphetmi
8 by Heaven and t! ivine
Accept this ring, which is the seal of my pro-
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mise ! Thnd-mot:;! shall u::_nermelnhnn
heart change object of its affection.
lustre and extreme beauty of the diamond

she to her lover, till you have satisfied me
with to your condition ? Mine, for the
future, 18 connected with it. Your riches as-
ot Earige, he §rces the ekt the o-
your carriage, the gruces, t nts, t -
fm'bmpm' education, all strike me
with surprise, and discover even a particular

ion of Providence in your favour. Young
mu:lone, and surrounded with slaves in
the very widst of dixsipstion, under what
shield do you walk, and by what fantastic
caprice are you reduced to personate a cha-
racter #0 unsuituble to you ? Dispel my doubts,
if powsible, and crown my felicity by the de-
claration which 1 require of you.

I ainalone, it is true, replied Simoustapha ;
no person here superintends iy conduct § but
1 once had & muster who instrucied me in
all the arts and sciences: I learned under
him both to understand and to think: That
respectable philosopher inspired e with the
principles of those virtues which I shall ever
cultivate. Let not your tenderness be alarm-
od with regard to my resources or my con-
duct. 1 am a stranger in . 1 have,
however, relations, but do not ask me the
cause of my leaving them, nor the discovery
of my real condition: My secrete shall soon
be dedared to you; I shall have nothing to
conceal from her whom 1 regard more I'gmn
my life, aud to whom a sacred tie shall soon
unite e for ever. Ah! when shall that happy
day come ? said the priucess, with a tender un-
casincss.  The means are in my power, re-
plied Simoustapha; the uke of them requires

prudcuce ; the consequences may be
:LTTn-u. Ah! my dear Simoustapha, to
e let all the danger belong.—~As she pro-
theso w Namouna entercd. Let
us go, madam, said she to h}i” it iy tune to
join your company agmn. Here is o private
ru. of which the mutc has given me the key ;
et us retire by it, and, on ing a circuit,
we shall r to be coming from such a dis-
tance, that it will be im e to guess where
we have spent our tume. The lovers were
forced to comply.

The princess soon joined some of her com-
peny. What are you doing here? said Na-
mouna angrily. Separated from those who
onght enhkemd'(ou. what if any mis-
chief had befalien you ! You were right, ma-
dam, to be afreid lest youth should expose
itsalf, ung slaves crowd anundtl::’:
Inistross, princess approached
body of her train, while 1.one of them durst
sepagpte themaelves from her.
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Haroun and Zobeide waited with imps-
tience the return of their daughter. As soon
:;etbe alip'l:em red' t!‘ehereommgt‘;)r

palace, to the apartment

the princess, torq:rmuit for ber there, and to
learn in person the pleasure she had derived
from the amusements he had for her.
She at length appeared ; and the caliph could
scarcely his satisfaction on account of
the change of which he had been the occa-
sion. He embraced his ter with trans-
port: cvery thing concu to increase his
satisfaction: Iisetilsone, supported by love and
hope, assumed new existence ; and that hap-
py father charged himself with carrying such
agrecable intelligence to Zobeide.

I did not expect, said the princess to Na-
mouna, so much attention from the caliph ;
his tenderness affects me. Ah! if he knew
the object of my passion !——Away with your
lamentation, it you please, said the old lady ;
live for the gallant Simoustapha, and let me
manage the rest. Think upon him ; you shall
hear news of him, and he of you, but no more
weeping.

I shall do what you would have me, said
lisetilsonc, if 1 have hope only to see my lover
soon, and i’ you speak of him to me for ever :
thesc sweet tears, whose value you are so lit-
tle noquainted with, will dry up when 1 shall
be assured of his constancy. Ah! if he were
unfaithful, I should ccase to live. Too inge-
mous in finding out means of tormenting her-
self, the princess knew not the heart of her
lover.  Simoustapha was no sooner alone
than he sought the means of securing the ob-
ject of his atfections. He flew to his cabinet,
which containerd the inestimable gifts of the
sage to whose instructions he owed his edu.
cation,—books of science, recipes for useful
compositions, and, among other things, a
mysterious box, formed of a single precieus
stone.  That box was not to be opened but
on the most importaut occasions, and when it
should be impossible for him otherwise to ob-
tain success in a matter that concerned his
happiness.

Simoustapha took the box, which was co-
vered with paper, and inscribed with the fol-
lowing instructionsof his wi:lmptor —My
dear child, beware of mistake in the choice
of the object which is to form your happi-
ness; examine it in ;ll imwnmuwwel; dis-
trust Ifit shallever n, how-
cver,mw into englgemenhpp; which
will involve you in misfortune to forfeit, and
if otherwise your conscience do not reproach
you with to the mesns which you
would employ in order to obtain the object of
your wishes, then apply to my box; put it
on your oblations, bow

perform your
beforc it respectfully, and say to it, Dear box !
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my only b grant me your protection, in
th,a ulie ?&he friend who gave you to me,
and assist mc in wy distress :—I conjure you
in the name of your mistress. The box will
open. Summeon up sll your firmness, that you
maey not shrink at the sight of the frightful
olg’ﬁ which will appear before you; and,
whatever it be, command it. You will lcarn
from it what it can do in your service. But,
my dear child! the step is not without dan-
ger; the slightest indiscretion may draw upon
you the greatest misfortunes. Terrible trials
ensue; and if you sink under them, the gift
of my friendship will prove futal to you.

O, my dear Benelab! said Simoustapha,
after having read the writing attentively, your
pupil feels all the value of the kindness you
induiged him with, in leaving him this pre-
cious treasure, and your sage instructions
Whenthe fireof love had imflamed mysoul, and
when, at the hazard of my life, I wished to sur-
mount every obstacle, you came to my relicf,
—O0, my worthy master! I owe to you the
happiness of my life : You have recovered me
the object of my flame ; and, without your ge-
nerqus cares, inaccessible walls would have
separated me from her ;—still I would have
transgressed the law of the praphet, i over-
leaping them, and would have lost the object
of my love, without the hope of our hcarts
being ever united. Hitherto, iny dear Benelab!
your spirit has influenced my conduct, your
counsels have been my law j—assist your
friend, and favour me in a dangerous attempt,
which I am now about to make. Iam to be
exposed to dreadful trials; but O, my sage
friend ! he who, enamoured of the most beau-
tiful of Nature’s works, was able to comtnand
himself, and to respect while he loved, is wor-
thy of confidence. His wisdom and his suc-
cess were your work, and you will gloriously
finish what you have happily begun.

After this invocation, Simnoustapha rose
with courage, took up the box, tore off the
little scal, and articulated distinctly the words
of the charm, of which he had the forn. On
a sudden, the Jamps were extinguished. A
noise like distant thunder, the barbinger of
storms, was now heard. The box opened of
its own accord. Nothing appeared to come
out of it; but a black vupou; rose mbethe ca-
binet, and filled, b; deﬁrees,t e spacebetween
the floor and thei:;i ing. lnl::l“nﬂy the va-

was dissipated: A s ess wass un-
med itself ; and the eye was terrified at the
sight of an object hideous and frightful. As
the phantom was assuming a form, the courage
of §i ha resumed its empire. Who are
you? said he: Who sent you hither ? My mis-
tress, answered the homible figure. I must
obey the commands of Benelab, and the man
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whom she protects. Who is mistress ?
replied Simoustapha: I clnrgewyo‘; to tell me
her name. I may not obey you without her
permission, returned the figure. Go back,
then, to ber, said Simoustaphn ; tell her that
the pupil of the sage Benclab is ambitious of
treading in the steps of his master, and of
meriting, by his conduct, the high protection
with which he has honowred him ; and desires
to know the name of the power which inter-
rmes in his favour, that he may render it the
homage which is due. The genie disappear-
ed, and returned like a flash of lightnjog.
Your demand is graciouslgnccepted, said be:
you are the only pupil of Benelab, and he re-
gards you as another self. My mistress is the
queen of the genii: she is named Setelpe-
dour’-Ginatille, which signifies, the Star of the
Seven Scas. She has sent me hither, with
power to execute all your commands. As
my form way appear forbidding to you, I have
orders from her to assume that shape which
shall please you most. Assume, said Sunou-
stapha, the shape of Jewal, the first siave who
was engaged in my service, and whom 1 have
had the mistortune to lose. T will obey you
cheerfully, said the genie. He now retired to
the bottom of the cabinet, and dissolved again
into vapours, and formed a clouc, from which
a young man, of an agrecable fi «ure, was seen
to issue. What wish you now ? st ine new=
ly-transformed genie. I wish you wcre more
devoted to me than ever Jemal was.—J ain so:
Whenever you have occasion for my services,
you have ouly to touch the box, and call me;
1 wait your commands.—! iove the churming
Tlsetilsone, the caliph’s dauhter.  She returns
my affection: but way I be united to her
without the consent of our rclations, and un-
der the sovereign auspices of the queen of the
genii? Go, Jemal; and remember my happ
ness depends upon the answer J‘ou bring. He
said, and the genie disappeared.

Simoustapha then reculled to his memory
the sage lessons he had received from Bene-
lab. Inthe situation to which your love may
have reduced you, had Bend‘g said to him,
the assistance of the genii may perhaps be ne-
cessary, but do not therefore neglect to con-
tribute yourself to your own happiness : su-
pernatural aid will be unavailing, if youneilect
to co-operate with it by all the means which
you can cmploy. I leave you riches, which
will more t. ::d supply your lh:'m 8imeu-
stapha possessed in reality meost precious

ro!:lhuztiom of Arabia; but there were wans-
ing women to serve the princess; and he had
not the means of finding in Bagdad such as
had no eyee, nor ears; could
obey in the twinkling of an eye, wif could be
always active in the night, and invisible during
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the day, without the mysterious aid of the
?gle&ncamy of Jemal, and the protection
¢ 0
In daisr(’:'mbamm Jemal arrived, and
gave an account of his mission. Our sove-
:;i’m. said he, jses in your conduct the
eet of the mlutary principles of the wisc
Benelub : she has considered your plan ; and
you will have it in your power to marry the
princess Hsctilsoncto-morrow cvening, by call-
ing the stars to witnesa your union. 1 have
orders to repars to the palace of the caliph at
the cose of the day, t lull the wawch asicep,
to carry off the princess, and to convey ber
hither.  First of all, naud Simoustaplia, pre-
sent yoursclf to my slaves, under the name of
Jemal, whose luss they have ofico heard
me ¢ You will take along with you
four of the voungest, the only <lwves who ic-
collect Jemul: T hey will curens you much, and
recaive yon khindlhy. You wiil fiud, too, upon
the table, written instructions ¢ specting what
you have to do m order to burmsh the giand
apurtmient. Here i the key of the cupbomd
where my cffects sre contmned, ond of winch 1
give you the charge.  \uy four little slaver will
pt'rform our orders; but 1 vsder to tulhl
mine, will you be able to pmwdv me with fe-
males proper for the service of the princess?
Do you want o hundred, rephied the geme, of
the most beautiful who surround the thone
of Setelpedour’-Ginatilie? Your orders shall
be therr laws. | amn confounded with bher
goodness, sud Simoustapha : wix are sufficient.
~—You shull huve them, suul the gense.  The
new Jomul was recoguized by the slaves of the
house: The four youngest loaded hun with
caresscs : They were of opimon that this fu-
vourite dumestic should be restored to s for
mer peivileges, and should forthwith be 10-
trusted with the orders of lus master. He n-
formed them that Simoustapha would seon
occupy the great apartient, and that he and
hia four Little slwes were about to make every
pw?mﬁon for that purposc.

ext morning Sunoustupha got up before
mn-mc‘, and st to work : All the dishes he
was to furnish for this festival were to be pre-
pared with his own band. He was the more
w‘t‘m&o muh \cv.‘:ltu to the relieh,
r r might : penoit whom

of all others he \\iabge:l.mgn to‘;eleuc.
Notwithstanding thus, the hours rolled on ;
the day-star ended bis course.  Simowstapha
enwedo;l‘lleubub. S;ontb:hier. boa‘_ctoﬂthe
; person by ustre of a splen-
md clognut dress. Art and lulur:':.lun-
spired to embellish this master-piece of their

work ; desire and love ed 10 his Jooks :
Every thing. vontrited 1o the minrorstin:
hmdhiumuﬁwew

 had the evening shades fallcn upun
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Bagdad, when Simoustapha caused bis apart-
ment to be lluminated, and a magmficent en-
tertamnment to be prepared. The fou: elaves
retired to execute the orders of Jemal: he
himeelf appeared to follow them ; but the ge-
mie having other things to do, flew to the pa-~
lace of Haroun. [Hisetilsone slept ill, as she
had heard nothing of Simoustapha. Namou-
na had lost her temper, and began to scold.
The elaves and eunuchs had pro, to them-
selves a joytul mght 5 but, all on ‘a sudden,
thev beaume quite languid ; the words die
away upon their lips; their feet 5 and
becowe unable to sup) them ; the sofas
sinh down with the weight of ther bodies :
The eunuchs upon watch fecl the same drow-
siness ; and the enchantinent of the fairy dif-
fuscs u soponfervus charm throughout the
whole paluce. When all were asleep, the
servant of Setclpedour, according to the or-
ders of Smoustapha, hfted up the princess,
and carriced her, without the least noise, nto
the soom that had been prepared for ber re-
(‘ﬂl)tll)ll.

The glunmening of the lamps, upon which
an etraordmary wind blew violently, announ-
ced the arrnul of the geme : the princess was
placed upon the nuptial couch; and Jemal
uppearmg, said to Simoustapha, Muster, are
your orders exceuted ! Do you want nothing
wore with your slave i—W here are the fe-
mules who ure to serve the princess *—Lvery
thing 18 ready, answered the genic ; and if
your highness will coudescend to pass nta
the neighbouring apartment, they will soon
appear.  Sunoustapba comphied.  In an in-
stant, a ball ot fire darted forth its shining
ruys; lus eyes were dazzled with it : Inalittle
the lustre dinumshed, and left in 1ts room six
young women, equally distinpuished by their

heauty und dress.  lu thewr bands they cach
carricd n mueteal instrument.  They bowed
down before Sunoustapha. He ordered Jemal
to employ these new siaves i wmaking the ne-
cessary preparutions for the princess, and then
cuterea nto the roum where she was sleep-
mg, and shut the door.

e -mum:lwd the object of his whole de-
sire,

Oh, how worthy she a{:p:ued of the
sacrfices he bad made to obtan her! He

was 80 inflamed with love, that be wished to
awahe the object of it; but the tranquiliity
and delight which appeared in ber counte-
nance prevented him from inf her
swect repose. Alas! said Sm I
shull never, perhaps, bave it in my power to
make her solmyudwmybeiu this
dream ; yet he could not resist the impulse of
the moment : he risked a kiss upon her rosy
hips ; the magic of love destroyed the charm
of the gewe, and Jisetilsone opeved ber beau-
utw ~yes. Ha! what a transporting dream,
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eried she. [t is not a dream, said the amo-
rous 8i : you are at the house of
him who shall presently be your husband by
the most ties. My husband! replied
Msetilsone, surprised at the enchantment ; b
what extraord favour ? Be not surprised,
n of my soul! A decree of heaven hath
mned us for one ancther. A power which

u are ignorant of, and of which I know but
fi‘t’de, hath this day reunited us, and it shall
be for life. But, before you enter into these
golemn vows, learn the real condition of Si-
moustapha, and view the heir of the great
Hilmar, sovereign of the Indies.

At these words Simoustapha took off his
turban, and showed a ribband set with pearls
and precious stones, surpassed by a diamond
whose lustre dazzled the eyes : and upon the
diamond were engraven these words : “ Given
by the caliph Haroun Alraschid to his dear
Simoustapha, son of his brother Hilmar, great
king of the Indies.” What a discovery for the
affection ate Ilsetilsone-! If her passion could
be incrensed, it was now, by the glory she felt
in her choice. Honour and ambition con-
summated a happiness which seemed at first
to depend upon love alone.

Simoustapha, on the other hand, enjoyed
the pleasure of having it in his power to re-
move an error which his disguise seemed to
confirm. But why, said she then, did you
humble yourself to your present profession ?
It was love alone, said the prince, that was
my inducement. Now, added he, it only re-
mains to call the celestial beings to witness
our union, till our parents shall confirm it by
their consent. May you, Mahomet, may the
Constellations, and may the Star of the Seven
Seas, (crossing his arms on his bieast,) be the
guardians of our oaths! May your dwine
protection depart from us, if we ever break
the sacred engagements we have this day
come under ! On a sudden, the heavens an-
swered the invocation, by the voice of thun-
der; an invisible arm shed darkness in the
apartment ; the stars withdrew their lustre,
and our lovers were alone.

Silence and darkness had reigned for a con-
siderable while, when at length llsetilsone,
curious to know still more of the story of her
lover, asked him, more particularly, what mo-
tives had induced him to conceal lus illustri-
ous birth? For as their parents were allied,
both by friendship and political interest, these
circumstances, taken together, might have con-
tributed to such an advantageous alliance.
There is mot, said Simoustapha, so great a
disparity of rank between us as you imagine :
Perhaps the caliph, among all the sovereign

inces to whom he hath refused your hand,

not numbered one with whom an alliance
would have been as suitable, in every respect,
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as with our family, and as well entitled, by
the bonds of an ancient and steady friendship:
Our family was born in the errors of idolng ]
but, thanks to the zealous attentions of Ha-
roun, the viceroy of God, and the right arm
of his great prophet upon earth, we have been
brought to the knowl of the truth, by
studyisﬁ“and understanding the divine Alco-
ran, is sage Commander of the Faithful
hath always watched over us like an indulgent
parent. My father and mother were always
mentioning his kind atteantions to us, and
their attachment to him. He has a lovely
daughter, said they: Ah! if he would grant
us for our daughter-in-law the charming Ilse-
tilsone ! but other monnrchs have sought her
in vain; and he loves her too dearly, ever to
consent to her forming any connection that
will také her from him.

These conversations made an impression
upon my heart ; my whole thoughts centered
in you. My father had brought to his court a
Persian philosopher named Benelab, who was
to take the charge of my education, and to
instil into my heart the principles of virtue.
At the same time, he was to adorn my mind
with the knowledge with which he was en-
dowed himself. Benelab was frequently abe
sent, in quest of discoveries reluting to those
important studies in which he was engaged.
He had gone in search of plants upon the
mountains of Armenia. My parents were al-
ways celebratinf our charns and talents,
and expressing their regret at the impossibili-
ty which they foresaw in forming so proper
an alliance. In the mean time, they tl?ou it
of seeking another bride for me. I retired to
myapartment, mightily perplexed; but scarcely
had I gone to bed, when, in the middle of a
profound slecp, you appeared to me in a
dream, precisely the same, in all respects, as
the first time I saw you. I awoke, but not
before I had heard a strange voice pronounce
your name distinctly. Judge, my dear Iise-
tilsone, from the degrading situation in which
I have since voluntarily placed myself, the
impression that your imnage #hade upon me,
Not daring to confess my passion, I gave my=
self entirely up to it. health wasted ;
medicine was administcred to me in vain;
and I was about to fall a victim to my disease.
Benelab in the eantime having returned
from Armenia, cxamined me, and, after ha~
ving considered the nature of my complaint,
approached me. Dear prince, wbi:Femd he
in my ear, I know your disorder perfectly ;—
Ilsetilsone is the causc of it. At these words
a sudden blush covered my cheeks. Be of

heart, said my tutor to e your disease
is not desperate : take courage ; you are made
for one another. me to direct you : I
shall put you upon a method of seeing her,
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of a certain elixir which he had in his
This plant will presently revive, said
to them : more it shall be loaded with
Jeaves and flowers, the more are ye to confide
in the rocovery and safety of your son. The
angel of would strike him here, hut
ehsewhere he shall recover.  Confide in Be-
nelab.—The rosc-bush resumed its verdure.
Benelab being my governor, mif‘ht take from
father’s treasures whatever he judged ne-
cessary for me; to this he joined treavires of
his own, some parts of whic have already
admired. We embarked, lnnded on the coasts
of the caliph your futhcr, and resided for
some timc at Balsora.

Benelub, the moment we landed, sent all
our Indian slaves back with the vessel which
had brought us thither. We settled at Bal-
sore, and delibernted how I might live at Bag-
dad without being hnown, and what profes-
sion I should follow, :a order that I might sce
you, and become acquainted with you, with.

T
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out exposing my and condition. That
of a cook most proper to Bene-
lsb. We purchased expert cooks at Ralsora ;
and he was sure, by means of his clinirs, to
give such a relish to whatever we prepared,
that we might proinise oursclves a sale, aud
u_preference correaponding to our wishes,
We must do justice to the schemes of the
sage Benelab. A cook soon made greater
noise in t Tlnd at court than any other
pervonage, how illustrious socver. I saw our
tation incroasp every day ; and, after ha-
ving worked for the principal people of the
state, I flatterd® myself thut 1 should be em-
by Haroun and you, when I had the
misfortune to lose my wise governor. Hope
would have fled with him, hud not Namouua,
who imagined I did not know her, comie to
me herself, and thus has been the happy
means of bringing us together.
ing this narrative of Simoustapha, lise-
tiloone | with the fondest attention.
At last, said she, our union is nothing but
work of love, and the decree of the holy
t! Aht Mgkishobembj«no
la destiny, 0 beneficent ! But
in to me how, since ] fell asleep in my fa-
(] 1 find mysel¥ rere in your arms ?
lively soever the sensations are whichl
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feel, ! can scarcely consider them as more than
the effects of a vision,—this appears to me so
extraondinary. 8i now explained
S SR T
ex

which he ex from it arde

bl:"i'ght finished ' g'mh:d half ofb:ter careerm;
when, asignal 8 ween
Indian up?:c mfd'.tbe mie:"d:ulnur lighted
sll ﬂw‘m in the twinkling of an eye. At
the same time, the door which led to the sa-
loon opened, and a concert, formed by the
union of the most melodious voices, was heard.
What new prodigy is this? said the princess.
It is your slaves celebrating my happiness,
said S*mousmphn.-—Cm my slaves be here ?
Do they know of our union *~Those who
are here are not known to you, and could not
betray vou.

Tisctilsonc rose, and found near her a splen-
did dress.  Simoustapha conducted her into
the hall, where a sumptuous collation await-
ed them. The six slaves prostrated them-
selves before the princess, and were eager to
serve her. She had lost her appetite since
her last walk in Bagdad ; but as every thing
here was prepared by the hands of her lover,
she was not averse to honour the feast. Mu-
sic and dancing added their charms to the fes-
tival, and the slaves exerted themselves to
please the happy pair. The princess had need
of repose.  Simoustapha conducted her back
into the apartment she had left, when the
door shut, and the lamps were extinguished
anew.

They were vet both asleep, when the ge-
nie, warned of the return of the morning by
the crowing of the cock, lifted up the princess,
and transported herto the palace of the caliph.
After he had restored herto her former situa-
tion, he removed the charm which held every
body asleep; each of them shifted their posi-
tion, and went to end their slumbers in a more
convenient posture.  Already had the sun
finished & part of his course, and Ilsetilsone
was still in her slumbers. Thrice had the old
gorverness drawn the curtains. I dare not in-
terrupt her repose, said she, with a low voice:
Sleep on, beautiful angel ! %

At length, the two stars which regulated
the life of the Indian prince shone forth with
nil their lustre. Namouna approached. How
beautiful you look to-day, my cherming prin-
cess ! Have you slept on a bed of roses, that
you awake more beauteous than Aurora ?—1It
is because I have had an agreesble dream.—
Have seen Simom;:rlu ?—Yes, Namou-
na, I seen him, much to my joy.—
Was he as grave as usual ?—Not at dﬂSo
much the better for you, my princess. Will
you dine then with a good appetite to-day ? I
am going to procure a dish from Simoustapha.



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

: give me somcthing for her.
i saw that Namouna knew no-
thing of what had Take these

dishes, good Namouna: tell your charmi
mistress that she has no need to eat mu
this morning; she will sup the better for it
at night. %m old lady wished to eater into
counversation with him, but Simousuﬁhl po-
litely excused himself, and dismissed her.
ﬁlingl were in this situation, when a cloud
translated Jemal into the azure plains, where
he was to give an accouat of what had been
done the night preceding. As soon as Setel-
pedour’~Gi e saw him, Speak, Kaussack !
said she : Hast thou executed my orders in fa-
vour of the pupil of Benelab? Great quecn !
replied Kaussack, I have done what I could.
Do you remember, answered the fairy, why
ou were shut up in the box, the frightful
%ﬁlre with which you were invested, and
wherefore you were so justly chastised ? Act
faithfully for the future, and s the truth.
Are the young princes married ? What think
ou of t%leir union ?—The marriage is over.
othing can equal the virtue and the beauty
of this couple; andit would be impos-
sible to ﬁndy their match, even in the whole
empire of Ginnistan. As Ilsctilsone eclipses
all the stars of heaven in brightness, Simou-
stapha may be compared to the sun: But what
particularly distinguishes them, are the quali-
ties of their heart and understanding, which
they unite in a most eminent degree. Thou
knowest then what is iood, Kaussack, re-
plied the queen ; learn therefore to love and
to imitate it. I recommend this pair to thee;
serve them faithfully. I would see them this
night ; bring them to me therefore as soon as
they shall be asleep; and, after I shall have
proved thy conduct, I will permit thee to ap-
pear for the future under the form and name
of Jemal, which thou hast received from the
pupikof Benelab. .
nie went aw.‘v)ﬂl well satisfied. Setel-
pedour f:lt uneasy. at, said she, are inno-
cence and love unknown in my dominions ;
and are they only to be found upon the earth ?
1 will not believe it !——How I desire to see
this mortal, so beautiful, so virtuous, and so
sensible !—How happy is Ilsetilsone in having
captivated a soul like his! Thus spoke the
queen of the genii: She had till now)tefther
liberty ; but the very thought of this lovely
mortal endan, it. She isgoing, however,
to run the risk, when Jemal shall have exe-
cuted the orders he has received. Ilsetilsone
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undcrstood, by what fell from Namouns, that
hat mghe. N '“.pm.ei“"' . maee dosired
2 t , more
thn‘&a mo-ttmi day: The charming
'nem-mt lﬁ. in_order to omjoy &

g:po in which she no fear of disappointe
ment.  Soon the soporiferaus vapour spresd
around her. She hailed its symptoms, and
d:rind jn e&a:—-"l"ho sﬂl:len thrown in:col
a afresh. Jem appeared, a
lm;”p llrude:g carried Sgn;he prirendm fw t:r

se, where ev was rendy for ber
:Poec:ption. The e;{slm were , the
concert was begun, the apartment was most
magnificently embellished. But what can the
refinements of luxury add to the ures
that spring from mutual love? They who would
have died of love, without the hope of being
united, needed no foreign aid to improve their
ha?incss, when now so happily gomed.

he hour of repose came. Simoustapha
tenderly invited the princess to give herself
up to him ; and the young slaves put every
thing in order for that purpose. A great ma-
ny persons believe that all the nifhu of & pair
whom love alone has united will be spent in
the same manner. What followed, however,
proved the contrary. Hardly were Simou-
stapha and the princess laid down, when the
genic threw them into a profound sleep, and
transported them into the palace of his queen.
Setelpedour waited for them with impatience,
und caused them both to be set down upon
the most magnificent sofas. Her first attention
was paid toIlsetilsone ; for she wished to seeif
her beauty came fully up to the encomiums
she had heard lavished upon it : She found,
however, that it much excceded the praises of
Jemal. But when she came next to view
Simoustaphs, she was persuaded that nothing
upon earth was cither to be compared to him,
or worthy of him. By believing that she had
given herself up to the sentiment of admi-
ration oaly, by concealing the emotions
by which she was agitated, thas the genii of
her court might not discover ber sensibility,
she had deceived even herself. Oh! most
beautiful of mortals! exclaimed she, how
hnwlamﬂmlexeuedmy r in your
behalf ! She now took two kisses of Ilsetil-
sone, that she might have an for ime
printing the most tender upon the lips of Sie
m

ou
The queen of the genii thus experienced.
what happens to beings such as herself, when
approach too near the dangerous ball of.
this earth. Setelpedour fell a prey to the ra-_
vages of her own element; but the eflect had
not yet dissipated the‘kind sentiments she
had conceived in favour of a rival, the con-
summation of whose, happiness she was soon
to repent. She bound a splendid necklace
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ull they awake, that you miay
nt o} what L he ge-

} the lovely couple arc at Bagdad,
the apartment of the prince of the Indies :
brghtncss of the lamps is redoubled, and
the influence of the magic sleep i broken off,
é and linetilsone open their eyes,
and, dazsled with the lustre of their dress,
both are struck with the maguificence of every
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thing around them,

Sunoustapha takes up the box, and the ge-
wic appears wt his onder. Jemal, speak, |
commwand you ! Whence is this abundance of

riches? From the hand that hath fuvoured
your unlon, replixd the genie.  To-morrow,

added the prnce, you must carry her the to-
keus of our gratitude. 1 two hearts, entircly
hd:voud to the will of the queen, can add 10

happiness, you must present the homnge
of aurs to her. Jemal ldiappured. l"ﬁ;
lovers laid adide their splendour. Ease is ne-
consary to successful love. Simoustapha saw
nodling‘i'n this gencrosity of the queen of the
ii, but & disposition to prevail upon the ca-

of thewr union. At lvl:fth.

ily occupien to think of their
semainder of the night rolled on in
of love. When the last hour
come, Lsetileone significd to her lover
she would feel in sceing him

in the robes bertowed by his benefac-
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Simoustapha.
queen wished to hear.
longer herself: from tire moment she was
captivated with Simoustapha, she fell a victim
to passions whose violence she had never
known before. Jenlousy began to wring her
heart: she was astonished at her situation.
She who, till now, had been ¢ in go-
verning the passions of others ; she who had
never felt their influence, and who had been
aiways insensible to the charms of the genii
of the empire of Ginnistan,—I condescend,
said she, to love a man !—But Simoustapha
is the pupil of Benelab; he is himself the
model of virtue and wisdom. What one of
my equals could have thought it below her to
win the affections of the great Solomon ? Our
queen went to visit him from the most re-

" mote regions of the north. ® Whilst Setel-

pedour spoke thus, the genie waited her com-
mands.  Return to your master, said she,
and, visible or invisible, be always at his
command, If you perceive in him the least
desire of becoming known to me, and of do-
ing me homage, encou it, and bring him
to me immediately. My frontiers are guard-
ed by beings more disgusting than you were
formerly. But I shall order these frightful be-
mngs to he removed, and their stations to be
filled u{: with such as shall not appear terrify-
ing to him. The genic having bowed to his
queen, returned to the apartment of Sgmou-
stapha, and found him still upon the sofa,
where the effects of the magic sleep had de-
tained him. He awaked him, and making his
appearance, required him to make chalice of a
more agreeable situation for repase.

The prince opened his eyes :—Ilsetilsone
had disappeared,—but he saw around him the
megnificent presents with which he had been
honoured, and without which he would have

‘0 1t was a prevalent opiaioa in the east, that the queen of Sheba was a female genie, and queen
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believed the whole'to have been a dream.
Upon seeing these, however, he is animated
with a gratitude resulting from such great be-
nefits. He burns with impatience to do re-
spectful homage to the exalted being whose
goodness and power he admires. He touched
the box, and the genie stood ready to wait his
orders. Jemal, said he, if my request 1s not
impertinent, I command thee to conduct me to
the feet of my benefactress, the queen of the
genii. T will obey, answered the genie, the
master of the enchanted box, and che favourite
of the brilliant Star of the Seven Seas, which
encompass the earth. Simoustapha, after the
bath, arrayed himnself with the riches he had
received from the generous fairy, and gave
himself up to the guidance of the genie.
Ginnistan is a very remote empire; it sure
rounds us, however, on every side. It consists
of space which cannot be compared with the
lmaﬁ orb that we inhabit. In a few minutes
the Indian prince is over it, and is placed
at the entrance to the palace of Setelpedour.
The queen appearcd to him, and although he
was struck with her beauty, he did not lose
sight of decorum, but wished to have knecled
upon the earth. She, howeser, raised him
bastily, took him by the hand, and condncted
him to her palace, having first made him walk
through the gardens, where wonders of every
sort surprised and enchanted him.  Simousta-
pha, affected at the sight of so many cnjoy-
ments united, felt a sensation highly pleasing
¢0 Setelpedour. Man! says she within her-
self, ah ! most admirable of mortals ! may the
beauties thou mectest with here make thee
forget those thou hast left upon the carth !
At length the queen and her guest, who as yet
had scarcely spoken, came to the bason orna-
mented with three hundred and sixty-six fi-
gures of animals, cach of them the emblem of
one of the days of the vear. Jasper and por-
phyry were the materials made use of in con-
structing them ; and they always spouted out
liquors of the most agreeable kind. The table
for dinner was furnished in this place, undera
eanopy of roses and jessamines. Sofas, co-
vered with green turf, presented commodious
seats: The violet and lily served for carpets.
Amid sucha g:ofusion of beauties, how sump-
tuous must be the repast. Invisible beings
brought and removed the courscs. Nothing
was seen but the beautiful hands of Setelpe-
dour, which were as ready to anticipate the
wishes of her guest as her eyes to perceive
them. The Indian prince waSo.t in astonish-
ment, when a more animated picture is pre-
sented to his view. An amphitheatre, which
was q;po-ite to him, is peopled in the twink-
ling of an eye. Six hundred genii of each
sex, seated upon green turf, begin a concert
worthy of their queen, and fitted to ravish
YOL. II.
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mortal ears.  Simoustapha is struck with ad-
miration.

You see, said Setelpedour to him, the plea=
sures we enjoy here. If you find any charms
in this place, ah! my dear Simoustapha, the
heart which offers them shall always study to
vary them. Saying this, the queen left the
table, and proceeded towards her palace.
Every thing there was of a variegated gold and
azure colour. She made Simoustapha sit down
on a sofa, and having placed herself beside
him, spoke to this purrose :—Dear prince, re
serve is not for me: I love you: I have your
happiness at heart, and mine is interwoven
with it. You were the favourite and pupil of
the wise Benelab : he drew my eyes on your
destiny. From your earliest infancy I have,
without appearing, been the instrument of
your happiness. To me you owe Ilsetilsone :
I was delighted at your union with her, and I
feel no jealousy on her account; but since I
haveknown you more particularly, I havecon-
ceived the tenderest affection for you. Your
virtues, and the charms of your person, have
made the queen of the genii the humble slave
of love. Oh! adorable qucen, said Simous-
tapha, I have not the vanity to pretend to so
glorious a conquest. Permit mec to adore you
and serve you my whole life. To youn I owe
the happiness of being united to the daughter
of the caliph; but were the love that 1 have
conceived for her, under your auspices, to
permit me to offer you my heart, I am a mus-
sulman l:{v the grace of God and the holy proe
phet, and the beneficent care of the virtuous
Commander of the Faithful: My happiness
must thercfore consist in obeying the [:w.

You exaggerate, my dear Simoustapha, re-
plied the (iucen, both my pretensions towards
gou, and the rigour of the law. 1 would not

anish Ilsctilsone from your thoughts: love
her always : she shall be the object of my
kindness, as well as of your love. ~ Mahomet
has permitted more than one wife. 1 did no¢
cxamine, said Simonstapha, the conduct of
the prophet ; but when Ilsctilsone was given
entirely to me, we came under sacred and ine
violable obligations. They will be no less
80, replied the queen : Ilsetilsonc can neither
be your enemy nor mine. Besides, in per-
mitting me to love you, how can she charge
me with ingratitude? In a word, dear prince,
you have my heart, and can you refuse me
part of yours, if it is not already wounded ?
Consider that, powerful as I am, I shall never
exert my power but for your advantage, and *
that she who implores you is the sovereign
mistress of your destiny. Oh! my queen,
said Simoustapha, conceive the distress of
your slave, who finds it equally impossible to
consent to or refuse your demand. Enough,
dear prince, replied Setelpedour ; your own

B



most pow your thoughts. 1
have funushed you with the proper means,
Sor winch afterwards tind wse.  But
1 moust teil you, the brx of Bewelab ex-
po rv you 10 the greatew danger. 1t belong
« fonwerly to Mumouh, an Egypusn magp-
aan, who made an ill use of 1t, by aving hum-
solf up to crimes. My justice thenfore de-
proved tum of . | abandono: this weetch
tw the ngour of b destiny. | clmstinl
Kuinank, st present Janal, your slave, who,
by lum bwse complances, contnbuted to 1um
8 cornyaed maater, | beieve, bowever, that
thas sluve of my luws will never forvet limself
o your sorvice.  Mamouk i still ahive, and
Bas imustest in hi art & son 1o lewe danger-
oun thun hsmeell. Al Ginowse curses bim ;
but the withed alwmys hod some on ther
snde. Manouk is yet powe.du, and i contr
sually endenvounng to recoer the box which
wae pven w Benelab,  Take cure, thon, that
nethor s by ptian, nor any thing from kg s,
enter your how o

sumoustaphia could not find wonb w ex-
press his grntitude.  He longed, however, to
dopart, me 1t war Uie for him to go howe
amd recenve hin spouse, . He endauvoured to
reprosent to the queen the necesuty of his
dojarturs, by regret ing the joys be should be
fuived o forego. My Mindios, replied See
telpedour, flown trous inclimation, aml costs
me nothing,  The eiches whach are bere will
luse thear salue when vou are gone,. Would
you render them procious to e, Come, toges
ther wath Hlsctilmone, and empoy them ; and,
feom that mowent, overy thing here shall be
truly dear 1 my sght: Coine, and commund
in these pulaces, and 1 shnil be the better
Qbeyod by all the gean who surround me.
Ab! wndam, replicd Sunoustapha, though
rm love me, make wie not £ rget )y dut

st remewber that 1 am the sou ot tfnc
Rang of the Imbies, dewtly bedoved by wy pa-
reuts, wnd accountable to their sulyects for
the presunipuve ber of the crown,  Adieu !
dour sha, sud tie queen, embrwing
Bun g wdien ! pruve, wadel of soveregms,
Tght of the wurld, and gemus of every vir-
tue! The gemie re-couducted Simoustapha
to his bouse, whe, though us heart gluwed
with gratitide towants Setclpedonr, s attec
tious still contered i Hsetthone.  He began
10 her reveption. The most ex-
tmnw fruats were pleovd upoe the table, and
the puts blled with uew portumes. The
coss arnved in the wmgmticnt dress which
she bl recerved from ¢ Nimous-
mh. bad M e - sounc played,

'mﬂ r. anud these enjoy wents,

they think of nothing but bappimess.

Iu the nean while Sunoustapha relates the
journey be bad made to the palace of the
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irv. doscribes the beanties he had seeh thete,
‘the kindneys with which he had beett
loaded. He omits no crcunstance ; but his
relation occasioned neither suspicion Nor jea-
lousy. While the princess saw all bearts thus
devoted to her lover, she considered it as &
tribute which cu;‘r‘) bcrl owed to him. ‘:;:3
Sinoustapha spoke of the precautions
he hal eugmﬂ to tuhe agammst Mamouk the
Egspun, the ancicot possessor of the box,
she wished that the prince would sehd back
to the que:n <o dangerous 8 present: But
without 1ts asastance he must h ve renoun-
ced the p casure of secing her, and it might
it be impossible to induce the caliph to ra-
ufy their umon,

All considerntions of terror gave way to
such powerful motives. At least, said she,
tuke care to detend yourself from the ap-
proach of these perfidious strangers: Shut
your gates and windows, even against the
winds wluch may blow from Egypt.  Whilst
she was thus endeasounng to secure their re-
pose, a cloud gathered i Ginmstan, which
war soan to disturh 1. As soon as the genie,
the sluve of the boy, had transported the prin-
cres trom the palace to the house of Simous-
tpha, and trom thence to that of the caliph,
amid when the Indian prince had no fartﬁer
onteiv to give i, he returned to his mig-
tress, and gave her an account of what he bad
witnessexl. Never, sad he, was a conjugal
unton o aflecting! Never were two hearts
w0 well fitted for mutund love ! Never did two
bengs umte virtue und beauty insuch an cmi-
neut degree ! Never——5Stop, wretch, said
the queen, ulready are thy passions inflamed !
Dost thou remember what thou didst when
thon wast Kaussak, m the service of the cur-
sed Egypuan ! My finger engraved thy crime
on thy gwdty forchewd. I will treat thee
worse tuday, if thou prevancatest: 1 will
distert the features of thy face ; 1 will lengthen
thy cars, und turn thy feet with the heels fore-
wost. . Oh! my sovereyn, sud the gete,
Jout dnger gives e more uneasiness than
your threats ternify me.  The beauty und wir-
tue of lsetulsone commanded
only: Ah! how she desenves the love of Sie
mowstapha! He 1 too ford of ber, rephed
Setelpodour, amd that has made him forget
both hus duty and interest. ‘The only son of
the kg of the Lodies leta not his father know
s adventures: Aod were n
bush which was renewed by Benelab, and of
which | constamly restore the verdire, hig
parents would be plunged m sorrow,
thy youny master must be freed from
dangerous chann.  Place thyself, without be-
g seen, betwixt dm, diffuse an nfec-
Lous odour roumd lisetilone,———angd—
Gromt queen, I will obey, sud the genie, de-
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parting. Stop, wretch, suid Setel 5
thou art always too ready for mischief. Stay !
said she, after baving recoliected herself a mo-
ment ; be more ready to do good than ill, if
thou dost not wish to become a monster
again. I order thee now to take care that
nothing but what is happy take place between
the new-married couple.

Jemal retired : he could not comprehend
what was passing in his sovereign’s breast, and
he believed that she wanted but to try him.
Setelpedour was still the victim of her pas-
sion. She imagined shc might make some
sacrifices to attain her wishes ; and that she
might be authorised to go on with this scheme,
she instantly called Asmouchar, her visier,
and having made him sit down at her side,
she addressed him thus :—Visier, no object
having ever made an impression on my heart,
¢ill now I have been independent of the influ-
ence of love: but I am s0 no more. A mor-
tal superior to all others is become master
of my heart: it is Simoustapha, son of the
great monarch of the Indies. I know that
the pride of the genii, my vassals, disdains ian,
and makes a joke of love. They have forgot-
ten that they bowed the knee before the great
Mahomet, who conquered my father, the
powerful and immortal Kokopilcsobe,* and
stripped him of his glory. (gur sphere is
limited : Of all created beings, man alone can
extend his. The virtues of Simoustapha will
raise him to the greatest eminence, and I wish
to meke him the r of my power and
hopes. Ifyou have, as I believe, my prosperity
and honour at heart, I expect an advice from
you worthy of your prudence and affection.

While the queen was speaking, Asmon-
char, with downcast eyes, appeared to be in a
deep reverie, At length, however, he brﬁ;
silence. Great queen! said he to her, y
measures are always directed by your wisdom,
snd can only spring from a noble ambition :
here, at the same time, I see two difficulties.
You have usly effected the match be-
swixt the Indian prince and the daughter of
the caliph; you have rendered it strong and
indissoluble against yourself, by the rings that
you have made them put on. Your desires,
therefore, must depend on their mutual con-
seat. We have laws digested by our sages,
of which themselves the records ;

tion which you with the approbation
of all mymbpropos&m with theppndvice of
your minister who is entirely devoted

i9

to your plessure. I am thercfore of opinion,

that it may be proper to signify your intention

:1.}» y:]ur divan, whom I shall agsemble inune-
tely.

Setelpedour, full of her scheme, and of the
means of promoting it, suw not into the de-
signs of Asmonchar, 'Lhe visier, full of hy.
pocrisy, had no sooner received orders to call
the assembly, thus he went to Bahlisboull,}
the oldest and most wicked spirit in Ginnis-
tan. Rage gave force and speed to his wings.
l.I'ﬁe(‘lewsted, Bahlisboull ; ‘but he wished, sbove

things, to oppose to his sovercign a being
who would be the most likely t()l:h'vert hcl:'
from a purpose which was more odious to
this genie than to all others ; for he was the
declared and malignaut enemny to the human
race: He could not hear the name of Maho-
met without flying into the wost violent rage;
and their quoen wished to warry a nwussul-
man. He knew that, by a treaty which was
made between Kokopilesobe and Mahomet,
the Erophet had reserved all the progeny
which should spring from marriages between
the inhabitants of the earth and thosc of
Ginnistan.

Old Bahlisboull saw his grand-son s, wproach
him with a sort of astonishment. He wus
soon informed of the design of the queen, |
sce, said he to Asmonchar, you ure afraid of
losing your own interest with her, The quecn
is not the only genie who bath condescended
to an unequal watch: She is the daughter
of the great Kokopilesobe ; aud, in spite of
us, she inay claim great privileges. With re-
spect to the laws, you know me to be their

epository ; and since I signed the treaty
which was entered into with Mahomet, you
need neither think to elude nor infringe it.
Assemble the divan; that is your duty.  As-
monchar returned. Bahlisboull, full of mie-
chief and ambition, now thinks of dethroning
the queen, of ruining the visier, and of ruising
himself upon the ruins of the whole. The
divan assembles; Setelpedour cowmes and
takes her place ; all the genii bow before her;
and when she gives the sigoul, each rises and
takes his seat. They are ignorant of the mo-
tive of so solomn an asscnbly, and Asmon-
char is orderod to lay the purpose of their
meeting before them.

The visier looked round him, and perceived
a place empty. 1t was that which his grand-
father isboull should have filled. He
then beshi:uteg 7 breul,i silence; for h: wbu:
afraid that the murmpmal might
crried:r{ﬂn-:jlorityo veices ; for a great
part of thase who were to vote were of her

® The Arabian name of Lacifer,

+ The same with Beelacbab,
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own sex of consequence, hostile to
every law that might tend to bridle their I
berty, and restruin their weakness. The rest
consisted of spirits who would be proud that
they had it in their power to acrve the queen.
Thus the minister saw himsclf on the eve of
being submitted to the laws of a man and a
mussulman.  He cursed Mahomet in the bot-
tom of his soul, and felt all his u';:sfdg for-
sake him at once. l:“d urged him to
speak, and he was beginning to stammer out
sometlung, when, on ug:ux dexn. Bahlisboull ar-
rived, borne by his iministers, who conducted
him to the fout of the throne.  Pardon, oh
my soveregn ! saud this dungerous poliucian,
my unwilling delay.  Time hath impaired my
vigur ; uge hath destroyed my wings:—1 was
gnevously wounded by Michael in our first
great combat; and, 0w body hhe ming, en-
tircly weskened by age, the wounds arc al-
ways fresh, Setelpedour readily received the
excume of the old gemie, and ordered him to
tahe his place.  Asmonchar, encouraged by
the presence of his grandfather, begs, and
lays before them the subyect upon which the
queen wished to consult the disan. The pre-
sence of Bahlisboull had great influence on
the auacmbly  they knew his iveterate hatred
aganinst the human race; they dreaded his
wiles, s er, and cruelty ; and he was
known to be the nuthor of the regulution

which imposed tins restraint.
Setelpedouradidressed herwelf tothe danger-
oussage.  You, Bahliboull, who have seen the
three ® reigns, tedl e of there has not been ex-
amples of w connection hike that which 1 wish
to forw to-day ? Great queen ! 1 could guote
laws which would convinee you all. T could
even gine wysell as wun example. 1 have exis-
tod mnee the time of the sublime genie your
wifather ; and when we were thrown
long from heaven, 1 fought s buttles.
He considered me as the chiest of hix chil-
dren.  Need 1 recal to the remembranee of
our illustrious cluef the umes of our ancient
glony, and the dreadful blow that precipitated
us, when we thought oursclves sure of enjoy-
ing it? Iranquil and soveregn i our inac-
covble abades, they wished us to bow the
knce 10 Mabomet.  This danng innovator,
whom we hune seen sneak and reygm by turns,
scemed to be prodestinated to the sceptre of
the workl; but in occoming lus disciples we
lost our empire. This submusion appeared
to us wean and ntolerable. We censed to
rospoct us @ bencficent beng one who des
It us by an uryust law; and animated by
st rescotment, we tool arms. The great
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Kokopilesobe and myself maintained an equal
combat for some time against Michael and
Gibroin. But at length our enemies, led on
by Mahomet, fell upon us with fury. We
were conquered, robbed, driven from our pos-
sessions ; and it was with much ado that we
saved our gilded wings, without which we
should have been dashed to pieces in our fall.
Invited to reign every where, we preferred
this earth, and formed an alliance with the
children of men, to people it in concert with
them. Mahomet perse.uted our new race,
and destroyed 1t by a deluge. Inexhaustible
in our resources, we saw n‘m immensebcrowd
of people flounsh anew ; these we subj
top:un!) laws. The earth was covem
our altars; she found 1t difficult to rear a suf-
ficient number of victims for the sacrifices
which were offered to us ; and even human
blood was not sparcd. Provoked at our suo-
cess, Mahomet became man; and, in order
to put a stop to our career, he declared a war
aguinst us, more cruel than the former. He
demolished our temples, overturned our ima-
ges, and anululated our gods and our tro-
phies. In short, we were under the necessi-
ty of engaging him once more.

We were still unfortunate. At last, how-
ever, we obtaned a truce. Stripped of his
honours, the formidable Kokopilesobe retreat-
ed into the most remote regions of the south.
The throne which you occupy remained sub-
Jeet to lus power ; but, by an article of the
treaty that | was forced to subscribe, and of
which ¥ deposit a copy at the feet of your
tighuess, 1t was agreed that all children'of a
gene should embrace the worship of the pro-
phet, und live under bus dominion. It is your
part, therefore, great queen! to determine
whether your descendants, called to indepen-
dence and glory, must be reduced to a state
of disgrucceful slavery, despising the miseries
of the martyr of our faith, even the mighty
Kohopilesobe.

Gewme ! answered the queen, I was not ig-
norant of the terms of the treaty you
of; but you have concealed from me the in-
fractions that have been mnade upon it more
than once. With respect to the inconveni-
ence that may result from what 1 have pro-
posed, my rrudence shall protect my posteni-
ty: and tell me, you who are acquainted with
the tenour of vur charters, if there be any case
more sacred and wore decided against my
;}eﬂ, than that which you have notice

‘Sege sovereign ! reglied the genie, d;
pense with m)'pwdudnsim;ouﬂf;omﬁ

watil

Lhis relutes te the relan of Lacifer, before he was throws dewn 10 the earth
Uncodraged dolatry ; and to the reigo of Sctelpedonr.

3 to his teign
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bemobsuclein?our way. Ignorance of
the law may serve for an excuse to the per-
son who violates it.—I must interrupt you,
said Setelpedour:— ce is disgrace to
one of the genii. I wish the laws to be
for it is my duty to observe them;
and I command you to produce that to which
yordlu«!e. nl irgin, said Bah
genie can only marry a virgin, sai -
lisboull ; and a erriea;rty;lan c?rlmot become
your husband, unless you forfeit all your pri-
vileges and your power.
pon this declaration the queen cursed
within herself both the law ang its interpre-
ter, and easil{ penetrated the malicious de-
signs of Bahlisboull and Asmonchar. But
oEposing artifice to artifice, she continued
thus :—

You have, sage genie! pronounced a scn-
tence which would blast all my hopes for ever,
did I not know how far your profound wis-
dom and experience, which are coeval with
the world itself, exalt you above all spirits:
and as you have so often escaped the chains
with which you have been threatencd, there
is none of our laws which you cannot elude.
I hope, therefore, that your zeal and attach-
ment towards me will induce you to employ
your sagacity in this matter. Cannot we,
who are legislators, sct aside this law; or
can we find no method of transgressing it,
without appearing to violate it .’s%e assured
that the motive which hath made me assem-
ble this divan would make me do much to ob-
tain my wishes.

Bahlisboull triumphed inwardly at the
queen’s distress, and her passion for Simous-
tapha. He supposed her to be as much
blinded by love as he himself was by wicked-
ness and ambition ; and he hoped that, by
his perfidious counsels, he would make her
lose both the empire of Ginnistan and the
affection of her people. Queen! replied the
dangerous hypocrite, the confidence which
you have honoured me with ought to ensure
your glory and success. No engagements
can bind those who, like you, have the right
of making them. These laws which you com-
plain of were composed by Kokopilesobe,
during his reign here, and in consequence of
circumstances which rendered themm neces-
sary. But if he were now sovereign of Gin-
nistan, he would conduct himself in a very
different manner ; and, notwithstanding your
power has been derived from him, the order
of things which is established here depends
only on your wisdom and pleasure. You have
not yet attained the summit of that eminence
forwhich you were destined. You are the Star
of the Seven Seas which encircle the earth,
and ‘i:u would have already, had it not been
for the ambition of your predecessor, been

i

the Beneficent Morning Star. ‘The destinies
had, no doubt, marked out the defeat of the

Koko%ilesobe; but his undertaking was
ostile to the empire of the genii. hile
you respect his personal courage, you ought

to curse the fatal excesses to which he was
carried, and acknowledge the wisdom of the
laws of Mahomet. You, who are sovereign
mistress of your desires, may surely pass a
law which may confirm you in their enjoy-
ment. The proposal of Bahlisboull astomsﬁ-
ed the spirits who did not comprechend its
motive; and Setelpedour affected to place
the greatest confidence in the counsels of the
old genie. You prove, more and more, said
she to him, how much a mind instructed by
adversity is superior to that which knows no-
thing but prosperity! Yes, you have convin-
ced me. I have no scruple in cursing what-
ever occasioned the misfortune of my predes
cessor; and [ am too much attached to the
human race, not to acknowledge Mahomct to
be superior to any common being; but [ de-
mand of you a copy of the oath I am to take.
You must reFeut, with a firm and distinct
voice, answered the genie, impatient to ac-
complish his purpose, Cursed be thou Ko-
kopilesobe ! thyself! thy ambition! and thy
schemes! You must forthwith renounce
your religion, in order to embrace that of
Mahomet, by repeating this profession of
faith :—Achud, en, la, illa, cala, bella, Moha-
mad, Rasoud, Alla. When the queen appeared
ready to comply, Bahlisboull cast an expres-
sive look upon the visier Asmonchar. Th's
signal was inmediately intrepreted by the di-
van, who with impatience waited the event.
Setelpedour at length spoke thus. You have
informed me of matters, said she to the old
genie, and spoken words which I never heard
before. You must therefore write, with your
own hand, a co‘ry of the oath that I am to
take. My hand trembles too much, said
Bahlisboull. You may take time, replied the
queen ; and, after I shall have signed it, I
wish that you and the visier would carry it to
Mahomet. I can neither write nor walk, an-
swered the genie. I must then repeat, as well
as I can, what I recollect of it, adding, at the
same time, the sentiments of my heart. She
then rose, and pronounced these words :—
Be thou cursed for ever, infamous Bahlige
boull | who, by thy abominable flutteries,
didst poison the heart of my grandfather, and
didst cause him to rebel against all authority.
Curse upon thee ! principle of discord, who
continually hast the love of order upon thy
lips, but corruption in thy heart! Curse upon
If and all thy race for ever! thou infer-
nal source of those evils which desolate the
universe! Curse upon thee and thy grandson
Asmonchar ! who, in pretending to show me
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e eannet tnh o offence,  Thon woukdet have
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by complyimg with the wishes of my dear Be-
nelah, in promoting & scheme in which | knew
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had nothing m perfection bt cournge and
beauty.  tler heart, bowever, wis pura, She
At brcome the transgreasor of a lnw which
Bahluhoul? had vaguely ¢ cplomed to her ;
sad time woa to make her foel the offiects of
her transgresmon.  Eager to see Simoneta-
c:: agun, she had mt patrence to wait for

in her palnee § for this wonkd have been
denying horself o ﬁn.:m which she could
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said she, ia coming to sup with a mortal, the
;nqil‘:fc'mym.lch-hved Benelab. I have contri-
buted, my dear princess, to procure you the
hest of husband..  Permit me at least to par-
take of vour felicity. While I wish you to
ve the value of so rure a blessing, I will
continue to protect you, both by my counsels
and power.  Be not alarmed, thcrefog’e, Ri-
moustaphz, a the cxoess of my affection for
you : it 1 innocent, and shall never occasion
you either distress or remorse, if you return
my love. Will you panion him for 1t, my dear
lisetilsone ? saxd she, embracing her. If my
husband, rephed the young and ingenuous prin-
cevs, did oot love you, 1 should have reason to
doube bis atfection for myself. 1 have given
him 1y heart ; he has therefore two to offer
rou for the goodness with which you load us.
Yaour vittues and charms have made too live-
ly an impression upon me to resist them. You
transcend what 1 ex , replied the queen
charming panoess ! n";ﬂ z,i‘:ﬁm'onqwhicl;
nothing can sugment but the same acknow-
ledement from Sunoustapha.  Great queen !
1 can only «\press the seatiments with which
! no animated by devoting myself to your
ph ware.  Sctdpedour, content with t|
asura €9 of thar affection, testified her
uttude durnz the whole of the repast. ey
now cave themselh ex wholly up to the present
'~ ume —zeie, dancing, perfumes, liquors 5
noth nz waa spared.  But, what is seldom the
case, they spoke sensibly when all was over.
Dear pnnce, ~ud the queen, upon the consent
of the caliph, which 1'shall soon obtain, your
feliaty appears to be complete. However,
withont the greatest precaution on your part,
and the greatest care on mine, it mayv be
blaetedd in @ moment. The enchanted box
which Benelab sent vou is coveted by Ma-
mouk, the cursed mamcian who formerly pos-
seaed it It s wnpossible for vou alwiayu to
carry this trensure ; bat you possess a ring
trow me which vou must sever part with, for
it will warn you of the dangers to whici,you
will be exposod, and at the same time jt will
nl'!i;nl )unl assistance. That of the pri
will not show its properties u
threatened with death, or wbu':(i:: :SI:.
not be dispensod with,  Remember always to
shut your gate and windows aguinst every
that ma) come from Epype, After eay.
1nq this she leaves the pairat liberty, embraces
The night passed as the preceding ; the
succeedod without any thing semarkable,
mnl.mn‘ohlzuy, was ever ready to
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fulfi] the orders with which he was intrusted.
The princess was every day transported to her
laver, anyd every morning restored to the ca-
liph.  Every third day Simoustapha was car-
ried up to Ginpistan, to do homage to the Star
of the Seven Seas. But while his heart was
pccupicd in such agreeable enjoyments, that
of the Egyptian Mainouk, breathed nothing
but vengeance aﬁinst the possessor of the
wonderful box, which he was impatient to re-
cover.

The hateful magician had seen the star of
Benelab grow dim ; be followed it ; it appear-
ed no more ; it was a presage of death. This
wretch, who dreaded tﬁe wer of tire Persi-
an philosopher, thought he might now with
impunity recover a treasure of which the

ueen of the genii had robbed him. He must

t, however, find out into what hands the
box had fallen.: He accordingly availed himself
of the first equnox, the only time favourable
to the works of those who act in concert with
spirits. With his wand he made a square,
which he afterwards divided by two triangles :
He calculated these different spaccs, which, by
furnishing him with the number nine, afford-
ed him as many roomns to study in, and to fol-
Jow out the chain of events which he sought.
He penetrated with a magic lamp into each
of these dark rooms. This bancful light show-
ed him all the adventures of the sage Persian
and the Indian prince, from the moment they
embarked till their arrival in Bagdad. He saw
Benelab die, and recognised the magic box in
the hands of Simoustapha. Naraes, Mamouk’s
son, as great a miscreant as his father, assist-
ed. Botbdenmined the mark of the box:
it appeared to be armed with steel points, and
a Zfrcle of fire was formed nrounsoit. The
necromancers were not in the least afraid;
the value of the treasure they were in quest
of blinded them. The father dug a ditch in
his garden, at the bottom of an hillock, from
which a fountain immediately issued forth,
which he pointed out to his son, saying, Sec
here the faithful image of the events which
await me. As long as this spring shall be
clear, thou shalt be at ease on my account :
If thou see it grow muddy, scnd me aid : If
it be tinged with blood, conclude that I am
dead. There then remains nothing but to
revenge my death, Thou must try to recover
our precious treasure, by attempting to find
out the snares that may have been laid for
me, and take care to guard againstthose which
shall be prepared for thyufgm

Mamauk presently left his son, and, in or-
der to comcest his motions, transformed him-
self info & cat. he had descended
from U towards Arabia: The star
which shone on Bagdad directed him thither.

When Aurora had announced the return of

the sun wpon that of the
pod amnid the delisious gardeﬁl?e continually
rtilised by the Iifara and the Aggiala, which,

from different directions, wash the town of
Bagdad. Here he chose an asylum among the
trees, whose thick foliage was best ad

for concealing the appearance he had assu-
med. He knew that hie could not procure ad-
mittance into the house of Simoustapha while
it was guarded by the genie of the'box, un-
der any form whatever, Woaiting, however,
till the sun had darted forth his rays, he me-
ditated by what means he might seduce a per-
son to serve his purpose. At that instant he
chanced to sec a man whom he thought fit
for his purpose.

A poor gardener, named Abairus, worked
in the garden where the magician had stop-
ped. Bent under the weight of his labour,
fatiguc and heat forced from him some sighs.
Mamouk thought that a man thus miserable
would grasp at any offer to alleviate his suf-
ferings and poverty. The gardener subsisted
upon some bits of bread and the fruit which
he could ﬁ'YiCk up among the grass. With
these he filled a httle basket for his wife and
children; and when night came he returncd
to town with his scanty stock of provisions.
Surely, said Mamouk, if this poor wretch has
any place at all to lodge in, I will prevail u
him to share jt with me; and I shall be awk-
ward indeed, if | donot make him the instru-
ment of my schemes. At these words he re-
assumed his natural form : he advanced to join
him. Good evening, Abairus, said he, accost-
ing him: it is not without trouble you procure
the fruits you carry to your family. Ha! who
are you, my good sir, said the gardener, sur-
prised to hear himself named, who speak to a
poor man like me? I am a man, replied Ma-
mouk, who know you as well as you do yout-
self : T could name every tree in your gardeb,
and th(l),se too which you take most care of.
I love the ; and when I am on a journe
I always lg:gre with them, pemumled’at‘;mt )i
shall want for nothing ; for I cause every thing
be brought to me; and I think nothing tob
good for myself, provided I can promise my-
self the huppiness of sharing it with them.
Alas! said Abairus, it wouid be too mugn
happiness to flatter myself with receiving such
a guest as you ; but we have no bed for yoi.
Here are ten pieces of gold, replied the magi-
cian, with which you may purchase what s
necessary. I can conceive no greater enjoy-
ment than that of doing good to the worthy,
when in necessit 3 ]Thin is a m:’;ﬂode f
being happy, which T am not afraid of loging,

Luxury mﬂ opulence harden the hearts of
the rich; and whilst the poor mag eats his



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

%

Dbread with the sweat of his brow, wiiat a num-
uapz::nw-mbw.ppm;
with the choice and delicious ragouts of Si-
moustapha? Do you know this man ? Know
him,ur | is there one poor man in Bagdad who

and he always gives ine something to myself..

During this conversation they wrrved at
the town, and Abairus conducted his guest
0 hus mean dwetling. Wife, said he, as be
entered, 1 bring thee this good gentleman,
and you need it ask with what we are to en-
tertan bun . here 1s my hand full of gold, snd
1 am going to buy a sofa.

entered a room whuse whole fur-
nure consisted of but two wooden chars
and & talde . the wife and chilidren were al-
maout nmked: mnery was painted all wround
higu; and of he would have any thung fitting,
be must incrense lus geoceosty,  Abmirus,
sud hie, love to do god Blere are ten pieces
more of gold, to get whetever v wantung.
Comult your onn comvenence awd my (om-
fors for the future. The poor gardener
thought that he was dreaming when hie raw
::d n:}:b gold; ll;umul llunfod Providence
great prophot, be gots out to mahe

his purchascs,

'r'ﬂi“.mu woman began to put her bouse
in arder. Loave me to do it, :‘:ud Mamouk
this trouble 10 on my account, und 1 wish to
amist you. In the mean ume, go purchase
cluthes fur yourself, your Innband, and your
children; take these twenty sequens to ny
out for this purpose: ther lustre will not
dazzle the eyr; and you must tahe care that
you tell no person lrom whom you receved
thew : I st showld become Anown, 1 must
instantly loave your house.  The goud wluch
1 do loses all value 1wy cyes, unless done
in socret. When your hu returns we
will thuok of provisans. The wife of Abairus
went aut, and for the Gnt Uwe resolvedd to
koep & secret ain which her awn uterest was
wmub:tlm! w0 ﬁ:‘l'::;u ::Imhed fur her

) now found listle difficuity
concealing the meuns by which ber proseat
cutme ito her hands.  Both the
and the wife sovn returned. The
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The hour for rest now arrived. Abaints
and his wife went to taste its eweets, while
the Egypti nbuniedhnmselfmcontrmnf bow
he might ravish the treasure from the ndisn
ince who was its present possessor.
new, from having seen him m the ninth
chawber, winch he had marked out by the
rules of his cabbala, that Simoustapha had
for some nights past enjoyex the favours of
love n the arms of his lovely bride. How
favourable a scason this to surprise him ! if
the genic of the box did not watch over the
happy pair, or if the vigilance of the queen of
the gemes was ‘;wt excrted tolguanl them
ly from all dangers, natural or miracu-
fq ) yThc nmgncm?f‘in his lmpatlcncgtobe-
in his enterprise, could not rest in the
house: he took the shape of an owl, and
flew round the house of Suuoustapha. AH
access 1o 1t was, howcver, barred against him,
and in whatever form he approached, inevit-
able death secmed to mneet him. He was
werzed with tarror, and retarned to the house
of Abattus.  Mamonk’s sole concern was to
gan the g mdener’s confulence, to such a de-
gree, that he mght be mduced to co-oper-
ate readily i s madious views.  He there-
g resumed the human form.  Next day he
accompumied Abarus to his garden, talked
to hun ot bis art, taught him some secrets,
shared lus frucal meal, and quenched his
thurst trom the same <prng with him.  You
hse u sanety of fine trusts here, said he to
the gardener, but f the garden were your
own, | should wahe it produce fruits of such
u mngular quahty, that no others would be
euten at the caliph’s table.  Alas! smd the
gardcner, 1 Lave only two trees i the world,
an apple tree und a pear tree, both from In.
dise 1 planted them in s small spot adjoin-
mg to an hou e, hut the soil does not sect
to st thew. thar trwts never ripen. Be
thaceeet amd prudent, rephied Mamouk, and
¥} wal muke sour tortune,  You and I wili
work together. Provided that you conceal
the mattes fram sour wife and c?uldren, the
two trees shall produce finer trints than they
wantd have borne it they had remmned in
India, il s the most favourable sitwation,
But the least act of idiseretion on your
may cruse ull that we can do to be fruitless,
We st observe the strictest silence as to
the operation which we are to perform to-
:mhu. lu a few da':):é\ou shall er fruit
rot your peartree, the beauty of which wi
suqm{e you.  Abairus and ﬁvlmouk muwm.‘u
ed to the houre. A comfortable meal wag
remdy for them, provided by the care of the
magician, who added every thing else that
was likely to gan him the good w':ﬁonu'.en,.
tertamnen,

The Egyptian rose next morning a few

19
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ininutes before day-break, and went to look
for the two trees which the gardener had
tentioned to him. He had only to open a
door fronting & small terrace not twenty
feet The two plants were decaying,
being hid in that situation from the fostering
heat of the sun. The pear tree was, however,
in flower. Abairus, when he arose, perceived
the door open, saw the magician, and went
? to him. These are my poor trees, said he :
they are, you see, overgrown with moss. I
arose so early, replied Mamouk, in order to
come hither and clear them of it: But then
the inner bark, you see, is beautiful and green.
Shut the door,and let us finish our work while
the rest are asleep: I shall shew you a fine
sight in a short time. However,as your own
fortune is concerned, I must first make sure
of your discretion, Bind yourself to me by
a solemn oath ; swear by the Koran, and up-
on my sabre, repeating this form of words
after me :—What Mamouk is about to do is
for the benefit of Abairus ; Abairus will there-
fore obey whatever Mamouk commands. The
simple gardener entered without hesitation
into an agreement of which all the advan-

seemed to be on his own side. Ma-
mouk bade him bring a [}‘eg, three pieces of
cord, and two spades. These were brought.
Take this cord, said Mamouk, tie one end of
it about the tree, and knot the other to the

g. Trace as exacta circle as you can with-
in three feet of the trec; then hind the
tree ; and we will set ourselves to dig within
the circle, till we have brought moisture to
nourish the roots. To succeed, we must work
methodically ; and I scruple not to tell you
that this isa geometrical opcration. The small
space round the tree was soon turned over
with the spades. Is there ever a flower on
your tree! said Mamouk. Luckily there is,
said the credulous gardener. Nothing cun be
luckier for us indeed, said the magician. Goup
to the flower; flatter it. Every thing in nature
is animated and sensible, although it does not
appear to be so. Say to it, My good little

ower, you must produce me a pear larger
than any that grows in India ; so large, thata
man may hide himself in it. Abairus laughed
with great simplicity as he pronounced these
words. The cup, said he to Mamouk, will,
in this case, be as large as the dome of a mi-
naret. Take you no concern about that, said
Mamouk : let us only have the pear.

This operation ended, our gardencrs shut
the door, of which Mamouk retained the key,
and proceeded together to the garden in which
Abairus was to work for the day. The Egyp-
tian assisted him in his labour, and
his manner of living, and mode of ng.
Any third person who should have heard them

would have thought them a couple of simple-
tons. The pear tree, and the hopes of its fruit,
seemed to be forgotten. Abairus thought the
whole matter nothing but children’s play, and
had joined in it only in complaisance to &
man to whom he was so much obliged for his
liberal presents and kind attention. REight
days passed without Mamouk’s expressing the
smallest curiosity to see the effect of their ope-
ration on the Xear trec. At last, upon the
ninth day, as Abairus was going out to his
daily labour, the Egyptian, as he went along
with him, said, Have you no curiosity to see
what is become of our fruit ? I should be glad
to see, said Abairus, if it could afford you any
amusement ; but I fear we have lost our la-
bour, in digging at the root of a tree thrice
accursed. I have before wrought there, in a
different manner indeed, but all in vain. ¥
did not think of addressing any soft words to
it.—Let us go in and scc its appearance. The
good gardener having been accustomed to daily
labour, and to the gradual and uniform pro-
ducts of nature, did not expect to find so cx=
traordinary a change upon a branch on which
only onc withering flower remained. How
great was his astonishment, when he saw a
prodigious pear hanging upon it, four times
as large as the finest fruit he had ever seen &
pear tree bear. I should never have thought
1t, said he, in surprise. To whom shall I sell
this pear? If I carry it to the palace, the ca~
liph’s officers will take it from me for a few
sequins, and keep it to themselves; but if X
shew it to Simoustapha, he is 2 man who will
refuse no price. You are right, said Mamouk:
he is the man who will pay you best. Reflect,
my dear Abairus, that your tree will hereafter
flourish like a rose-bush in May ; and none
but Simoustapha can pay you for the fruits.
Come, put your pear upon a plate, cover it
with a napkin, watch the moment when Si-
moustapha comes out before his shop, and
up to him in your ordinary way, He will
curious to see your fruit: Show him this : He
will desire to purchase it, and will give you
any price, however exorbitant. But T told
you that I was to go into the pear: I mean
to do so still : these are our conditions. Ah!
to be sure ! I have no objection, said Abai-
rus, laughing. Make yourself small enough :
ly;gu willbe a very pretty kernel. Would you
ve me become a kernel ! Yes, if possible.
Command me then. Well, I command you !
Open the way to me then, by breaking the
end of the pear. Abairus, being in a gay hue
mour, was willing to follow out the joE:, and
slightly touched the end of the pear, without
intend’i'ng to break it away, but was very much
vexed to find it easily yield to his hand. The
fruit is nothing the worse for this, said Ma-
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» bt when he returnad, Ma-
mouk was gone.  He supposed that he was
30 seg the pear trec; and not needing
msistance ot the sale of bis trut, he went
without concern t) the house of Simoustapha.
Mamouk had complctely sbused the suapls-
of Abwrue  The ingumtor having been
ivestad of half b power, ad reduced to 8
ive cotdition by o tugher influence, hind
m ablhiged 1o teandorar the wnorant gar-
dooer into a waginn, without the poor inan’s
sspocung any thing of the matter.  tle had
uuum fum with lunself, and had a:tiully
made the other connand what was 1or hus
own ueromt to be done.  Such are the dane
W whih ignomnee exposes ws ! Scarce-
y bad Abmirus turned s back 1o oo for n
plata, when the Ezvptun, fasthfully obedient
0 the cnmmand which he had prevailed upon
the gardener w pve i, contesctesd the bulk
o ll:hudy. and entered wto the penr, 10 aw
suna in it the form of a heenel. 10 the pear
be cut without the hnife haroing the
kartwel, and sapexially of the delicious taste of
the fruwt shwuld be ougerly relishied, the accure
aod Manouk was certain of recovening s
lose, sax! conmummating lius vengeance, Every
ing hal hithesto proved tnyvourable 1o the
i 'm. Sinoustaphn was at bus dooe
Ml pawed, nid ashed o see the
The gurdenor saud that he was gomne
:w it hunaself o the calypb, fom whow
have two hundresd segpuns lor it. Go
0o farther for ) our inoney, said Sinoustapba ;
give it to we : here arc two bundred sequins,
and ARy more for the ploasure you do me 1w
giving rae the preferonce.  Abairus, tranwport.
:1 at his good ﬁm«. ueglected the plate and
mﬁn. in lue cagernees to cbience busto
whow ho was indebted for so much money. He
m ,“l'l) hOllN'. bat no Mam was
e, sing that he might be w the pudon
without the city, he neat ran thither ; bt stili
s bevofactor was aut 1o be fiund.  He look.
for him _c\‘x.vhﬂt. and cslled upon bum
win, while tbe rvers and groves re echoed
T the v o

oner was covploycd in this

Gruitlom saprch, Sirmoustapha -,:ofupﬁm
w bour of the lovely [lsetilvane™s
Wrival, he prosent ber with the
prettiont r he bad ever seon. Night came
W Wt the genie did his duty. Tbe charm.
lug peir arcaysd thoraselves in the presents of

1

their amiable bencfactress. The mbes, the
rings, the necklac, the strinx of disnonds
to be interlaced with the_ hair—nathung of
all these was forgotten. The mute Fun
brought in and presented the fruit which the
Indsan prince sa highly valyed. Lsetilsove
admised 1t : it~ smell was exquisitely delicious.
A slight noise was heard when they cut the
pear, and a kernel dropped out, and fiell to
the ground. The ftal pieces had just touch-
ed tgc lips of the lovers, when Simoustaphs
uttered a loud cry, his ring having preseed hig
fiuger so as Lo occasion an acute pain. Ise-
tilsone dropped the bit of the pear from ber
hand. The prince attempted to pull off ‘,he
nng; and as he unavoudably rubbed 1t wu._h
tis hand in muking this uttempt, the genje
who was slave to the ring instantly stood he-
fure tum,  He was lﬂ-ﬁg?lwd at his huge and
monstrous fizure, and the princess swooned
away. Who art thou ? and what wouldst thou
huve with ine ? said Sunonstapha to the appa-
ntion. 1 um the slave of the ring which you
received from my sovereim mistress, replied
the gemie - | come to warn you that yon are
at this metant in the utmost danger. Your
ency 15 an the house : that fruit is poisoned :
} fy ty presenve the box @ as soon ay it is se-
cure I will return. 81 noustapha and his slave
Kave saistaace to the princess. Jewal, in the
mrs tune, who was confined 1n the magic
boa, repulsed s old master in the best man-
ner he could, bewg greatly nfraid of falling
sguin sunder his power. Mamouk applied an
enchunted ring to the loch of the burean in
which the box was lnd ; the lock burst open,
sl thut moment the quardian gene substi-
tuted @ new bolt. Thus contest hud been six
twes repested, and Jemal was at last unwill-
mgly prepanng to vield, when the genie of
the ring wrived.  Tnfamous wretch, sad he to
Munouk, thou shalt die by my hand. At the
same bime he suched up all the wir in the .
went, amd bfted his arm o strike the

tan. who foll breathless to the groupd,
wias smmediately fettered ; his magic riug
book of enchautiwests were taken from him
and he wanr lelt on the floor halff dend, nmi
dentitmte of all power to do harw.  After thig
victory the gewe of the ning went to inform
Simoustapha of the danger 1o which he had
boen exposed from the gartifices of Mamouk
Cowe, saud be, see your fallcn enewy, and dis.
pose of his tate, not as the vatural g
of your cml‘l’um would dictate,
incorrigi vity of tus heart desery
Simoustapha & ovu{the gewie into du.p::.
meat, but Mamouk was gane. Detesable
magicien, incxhaustitle in mischievous re.

e e

but as the



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

ters, and canst not have escaped to any dis-
tance. He then advised Si ha to take
the box, end to call Jemal to assist them in
their search after the villain that had es

The two penies found him in the n,
where he had begun to work off his fetters.
At sight of his enemies he flung himself into
the canal: two mounds were instantly raised
to confine him: He sprung up like 2 water-
spout into the air, but was compelled to fall
back again, into 2 bason which they formed to
receive him : He then tried to steal away in a
flame ; but a thick vapour gathered round, and
confined him. Amidst these contests with
arms so powerful as the elements of nature,
the ca!u{ seemed to be suddenly filled with
burning quick-lime, the vicinity of which was
formidab? . The genie of the ring threw into
it the two halves of the pear: ina moment they
were melted down. The genie then addressed
Bimoustapha,and said: Prince, pronounce the
doom of this wretch : we are ready to exccute
your sentence. Say to him, Infamous magi-
cian, I enclose thee in thine own works, and
with thy own works, that thou mayest be pu-
nished by thine own works,

Simoustapha pronounced after the genie.
The magician was suddenly transformed into
a mass of marble, of the figure of an owl, and
resembling those horrible statues which were
to be seen among the idolaters before the
coming of the great prophet. The genie bore
this ugly figure from the garden. Simousta-
pha returned to his wife, who, although some-
what recovered from her first terror, was still
not without alarm, till she saw him safe beside
her. They went together into the closet where
the box {ay. Simoustapha touched the box,
and Jemal appeared. Mg lord, what is your
pleasure wi:E your slave? said the genie. I
wish you to relatec to me the particulars of
the event which has just happened. The ge-
nie sat down upon the box, and obeycd Si-
moustapha’s orders. He related the magi-
cal labours of Mamouk, his journey from
Egypt, his arrival in Bagdad, his deceiving the
gard[;ner, his lodging in his house, his trans-
formation of himself into various shapes,
the enchantment of the pear troe, and the
manner in which he introduced himsclf in-
to Simoustapha’s house, lurking in a eced of
the pear which the prince himself brought in,
out of which he afterwards made his escape,
when the pear was cut. The genie farther
described his own combat within the box,
which he maintamed by the succcssive sub-
nitut;o'ln of ;:ew lock w0 that which WG; de-
stroyed by the Egyptiau’s magie ring. From
this bex, just es his eﬁorum:cpde&nd it were
almost entirely gvercome, he had seen the ge-
nie of the ring approaching to his assistance.
He then rdmd‘xov the enchyater had been
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laid breathless on the ground, fettered, and
divested of his magic; and how, at the mo»
ment when the ;:?ec of the ring went out of
the closet, spirits sent from Upper Egypt to
the aid of Mamouk, by his son Naraes, had
suddenly carried him off, und had put him in 8
condition tomaintain the last combat, in which
he had finally fallen. This rclation havi
taken up part of the night, the lovers hz
hardly been left alone, to congratulate one
another on their escape from so many snares,
such dangerous attacks, and projects so weil
concerted, when Ilsetilsone was obliged to
entrust herself to the care of the faithful Je-
mal, and return to the caliph’s palace in her
usual manner.

Simoustapha went to the bath, in order to
restore that quiet which such perturbation
had disturbed. He afterwards made ready to
set out for Ginnistan. He had recourse to
the box, invoked the genic of it, set out, and
arrived in the presence of the queen of the
geaii, to wizom his dangers had rendered him
dearer.,

8he ndvanced to meet him, and testified, by
the tenderest caresses, the warm part she had
taken in his misfortune. She spared the
young prince the relation of his adventure, of
which she olready knew ewvory particular;
but she availed herself of his danger, in order
to induce him to watch with care the ring
and the box. She puts him on his guard
against the attacks of the son of Mamouk, a6
dangerous as his father. In vain, said she to
him, shall T have my eycs always upon you,
and surround you by the powers which are
subject to me, if you do not endeavour to se-
cure yourself against the snares of men. My
assistance displays itself only by suparnatural
means. Take care of yourself ; put yourself
in a condition that you may turm your virtues
and wisdom to your advantage, after the ex-
ample of your master Benelab, Let us here
finish the salutary counsels of the queen, and
the warm gratitude of Simoustaphs. He took
his leave of her; the genfe conducted him
back to Bagdad, where political movements
began to pave the way for more interesting
events. ‘The caliph having learned that the
cityof Damascus svas besieged by two hundred
thousand infidels, camsed an order to be issued
toall mussulmen to take arme, and follow hiss,
to give relief to this important place. Upoa
this Simoustapha feels the sentiments natyral
to great souls : he is inflamed with zeal and
cc;urlage fc;rndthe hx:uuulmg faith, Theoxge
of glory, and the dssire of app w
of his istress, makes him pcn?:‘onﬁ':m thi
laurels, and to follow the footsteps of the
Commander of the Faithful. He thereforé
ealls Jemal. You have just now haiuil
he to the genie, the proclamation of the cw
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peniem’damdnlir,mdinfomgﬁe-
the intention of the young prince;
quoen applauds his , and wishes to
the hero 1n s condition of attaining the
greatness for which he is destined.  She also
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an uninhainted distrct, three days journey
from Damnscus, where the brest horses are to
be met with.  They discuvered one to which
po other could be compared.  He was of the
breed of Gilpha, on winch the great prophet
had rode, when, after having erected b vic-
torious standard on the towers of Medina, he
over-ran Puicsting and the two Syrias, and
made wil Aua bend under the st of his
glorious acymitar, aml the wise laws of the
divine Koran. The nativity of the horse des-
Sinedd for N ha, cast, at the moment of
his burth, by the winest astrologers, presaged
that he was to serve under the greatest prince
o the'warld, and establish the happaness and
durntum of two powertul empuees. The dis-
posiuone of thus aninal completely justified
the dovroes of his destiny.  Tractable, active,
rited, capable of any fatigue, be was never
sluve of his nppetites: he endured thirt
and hunger without the least alteration on his
conmtitution: he could hive withont
and feed on nir.  He wdded to these
excellont qualities thuose of the readiest obe-
. the most acute undemstanding, and &

P
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ir; and the ni was spent In tears.
Although e oy o the iender con-

sacrifici is glory to the -
l::’mof to\e?slcﬂhi:ttealwdla{nptbeblt
with impatience: he made the air re-echo
with his neighing, and Jemal could hardly re-
strain him: he 3 to demand to be
saddled and bridled ; and his feet secmed to
strike the hours which ought to have warned
Simoustapha of his_departure. More than
one day el before Simousurlm _could
tear himself from the arms of llsetilsone,
whose alarms he dreaded. Sctgzedour saw
lus distress, blushed for his weakness, and,
anxious for his glory, hastened to him.

You ful in your duty, said she ; you fore
fert your glory and the safety of the state in
which you live; you languish under a shameful
weakness : Depart instantly ; if you hesuate
« moment, | abandon you, My slave is ready
to conduct you to Damascus: 1 shall take
care of your wife. Upon hearing this, Simous-
tapha became ashamed of Ins weakness, and
blushed deeply: he feil at the knees of the
fry, and implored her pardon and protection.

He now mounted his steed, which, quick
ns hghtng, transported lum to Damascus:
hie 18 protected by the genu, the slaves of the
farry.  Having rcached an eminence, he ob-
tuned a view of the city: the infidels were

firm attachment o hee mastee.  How many
men wore mfenor to him ?
Setelpedonr wished to sce the horse des-
tined for her fuvounte : the stoed neighod for
that he was guing to make his appearance
the queen of the genu, and contnibute
to the glory of the horo wham she protected.
He was carried to Ginnistan, where be ex-
cited the admiration of hetelpedour. A har-
=---_ worthy of hus besuty, but without any
o« show, was immediately provided
for um: he Toaded with mi,m»
mour for the prince. The cutrass and the
other weore

]
=
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lting 1t : the army of the caliph had come
to close quarters with the enemy, and were la-
bounng under a manifest disadvantage: thetweo
wings were broken, and had given way, The
standard of Mahomet pointed out the place
where Haroun Alraschid fought in person :
He was 1a the middle of huis army ; the infi-
dels pressed lus battalons; and, having al-
mwost reached humself, this illustrious sove-
regn was ready to fall a victim to their fury,
*wifter than hightning Simoustapha is in
the mudst of the carnnge : every strohe of his
scynutar carnes death along with it 3 eve
step of lus horse tramples the infidels to the
carth. In a woment he delivers his sovereign
frow the that threatened him: His
;’l‘x'nndenng vaice ::Lum-mr into the enemy,
t re-animates dmori spirits of the
mussulmen: They are al :ﬂglie‘:ll under the
standard of the sucred prophet, which Simous-
tapha had seized ; and he waves it in the mid-
dle of the battalion which he had just formed.
At this aignal the suls of the warriors were
inspired with fresh coufidence ; the combat
was renewed with more vigour; but death
shifts its ground; it seizes upon that



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

dour of Simomugu’s steed carries him
through all the ranks in an instant. He takes
the command into his own hand : every one
g{ed. The commanders and the soldiers
him to be an angel from heaven sent
to their relief. He made part pursue the
runaways, whilst he, with the rest of the
army, advanced under the walls of Damascus.
e ladders which had been prepared for
the assault were destroyed, the assailants were
tumbled headlong from the walls, and the gates
of the city were thrown open to its deliverer.
Simoustapha marched in triumph at the head
of the conquerors: the crowd, as he passed,
fell down to embrace his knees ; and the pre-
server of Damascus received the homage of
a people in whose behalf he had displayed so
much valour. They advanced towards the
rincipal mosque, to thank Heaven and Ma-
homet for such a signal deliverance. Haroun
never lost sight of the object of his gratitude ;
but Simoustapha, having pulled down his vi-
sor, kept himself near the caliph. When tl::ly
arrived at the gate of the mosque he alighted,
and aﬁproached in a most respectful manner,
to do homage to his sovereign, by assisting him
to dismount. Haroun politely accepted the
assistance of the young warrior; but he was
distressed to see the hand which was present-
ed to him covered with blood.

Valiant hero, said he to him, you are wound-
ed. Great Commander of the Faithful, an-
swered the Indian prince, the wound is by no
means dangerous, for I feel no inconvenience
from it. Noble warrior, the heat of the ac-
tion and your intrepid courage have made
you forget it; but we shall not enter the
mosque until your wound is dressed. Your
goodness affects me much, exclaimed Simous-
tapha: The duties in which you are going to
be e d ought to precede those which con-
cern only the meanest, but most devoted of
your subjects. The caliph was charmed with
this token of submission. Brave mussulman,
said he, taking a bandkerchief, upon which
his name was written in letters of gold, from
his girdle, at least keep your hand from the
air, by wrapping it up in this handkerchief,
till we may have it in our power to give you
other relief. Simoustapha ed, ’fhey en-
tered the mosque, which immediately re-echo-
ed wlith the songs and thanksgivings of the
people.

After this the caliph proceeded to the pa-
lace that had been desi for him during
his stay at Damascus. eral officers, who
had had the courage to keep aloof during the
combat, became now jealous of their
. might accompany him in his tri-
umph. Simoustapha, regardless of such fri-

on a sudden. He had sacrificed to glory all
that was demanded : it was now time to alle=
viate gegistreu ro:; his mistress, fl-{‘is intelli-

nt appeared to partake of his im)
é‘iznee: he scarcely touched the road asph.'e
scoured over it ; and Simoustapha svon found
himself before the much-longed-for watch~
towers of Bagdad.

During his absence the beneficent queen
of the genii would not suffer Ilsetilsone to a-
bandon herself to distress. The first night,
therefore, that the prince d , she or-
dered the genie to convey to her the caliph’s
daughter. What must have been her asto-
nishment when she awoke, to find herself in
the arms of the queen, instead of those of Si-
moustapha ! Do not be disconcerted, said
Setelpedour to her, embracing her tenderly:
your husband must attend his duty under the
colours of the caliph. Your happiness de-
pends, more than you imagine, upon the ser-
vice which he has it in his power to do him:
it is not a fruitless glory which he aspires at.
I shall watch over his safety as well as I canj
and I would fight by his side were | allowed;
but I am subject to a severe law. It is m
misfortune that the merit of Simoustapha haf
inspired me with love, and that my partia~
Iity towards him hath made the malevolent
spirits of my empire rebel. I have already
punished them; and I am determined to put
them all to defiance, as we have still more
dangers to encounter. Be of good cheer, ami-
able princess : assist me in procuring happiness
to him whom we both love more tflan ife ite
self, by not multiplying the causes of his dis
quiet. Reproach him not for a separation,
which his gloryand your common interest ren-
dered necessary. You shall see him :ﬁain ina
short time. Trust yoursclf to the wisdom and
the care of the queen of the genii. Ilsetilsone
was comforted, and immediately carried back
to the palace of her father.

Whilst the Commander of the Faithful was
repairing in Brocession to the destined
for him at Damascus, he looked around, to
discover the hero to whom he owed his own
safety, that of his army, the relief of Damas-
cus, and a complete victory : He perceived
him not: He ordered him to be sought for
every where; but inquiries were fruitless. He
caused his heralds at arms to proclaim it both
within and without the city, but without suc-
cess. The warrior had dise with his
steed ; and as he had not raised the visor of
his helmet, he remained entirely unknown.

The people persisted in believing that Hea»
ven har:;t;t an angel to theiraid : butit was
the blood of a human being that Haroun had
seen flow, and it had stained the handker~
chief which he had given to him. The Come
mander of the Faithful, astonished and mor-
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= wil, and provided for the future yecu-
#ity of Damascus, set out for Bagdad, at the
oonil of tweive thousand gentleswen on hone-

back, having previously disbmaded his army.
had by this time enjoyed the
pheasure of embricing his fond wife, and

thipking their bonefactress.  To the one he
his nights, to the ather his days,
0 mottad could be more happy. He had
to Uactdsone all the particu-

of bis exporkuon. They were the more
tntovesting tn this amisble princess, for their
bawving comtnbuted to the u[hn'y of the caliph.
Bhe taok op thw hamikerciuef which Lad been
srnppred abou the hand of hee bover, aidalter-
watered with her teary the letters of

and

|

chief, snid ohe : 1t will be & emonal to me
of the moment when the respoctod obyect of
: Slial affoction was wved by the dear 1dol
howrt. In the mean time the caliph ar-

at Bagdad, amudst the scclamations of

Ois people.  Trismphal srches were rased to
Ris glory.  Hs totls were rewnrd-

oA by the ardent lovaity of his subjocts, and
the afbotionate tondertioss of his fanily. Zo-
Seide and her dawghter their tran-
warm caresses.  But the caliph,
the homowrs which were shown him,
wid wven of the tenderness of the dearest ob-
of ble affoction, was anxious ouly (or the
wnkaown warrior, whose modesty hm! cxca-
from his imtendod desnonetrations of grati-

He hm rocvived nathung from e, saud

the monarch, exuvept & bandiurchied to cover

oand to whoever shall bring we cer.
e mﬁo& of his namc, his condition,
and ¥ am anxioms to reward fum

1

eanhot remain long tnknown 10 those who
witness this martial solemnity.
Iisetilsone enjoyed the praes of {net’loVﬂ.
and the passionate ardour of the caliph’s gra-
titude. often was she tempted to say to
him,—1 know the hero of the sable arms : the
conqueror of the infidels has conquered me
too. The orders of Haroun were carried into
exeantion. The fustival intended to celebrate
the dehverance of Damascus lested thirty
d-n, on the two Just of which was exhibited
a bioodiess representation of the exploits of
the hnight of L sable armour. This festival
brought ubout the accomplishinent of tire ca~
Jiph'’s washes, but by means totally snconnect-
@l with those wluch that prince had in his
view.  On the last day of the festival, while
Zobeude and her daughter sat on a balcony,
the younyg princess was struch with 8 coup de
soler/, and, uttering a scream, fell down upon
her mother's bosowm. Zobeide, white she wus
ving asmstance to ber daugheer, perceived,
E\ some uncguivocal syptoms, that she was
with cluld. thuul at so unexpected a dis-
covery, she ran mmediately to communicate
the important secret to the caliph. It was not
her comecture, but a convincing certainty,
that she had to acquaint him with.  The pa-
cunts went together to Lsetilsone’s apartmont,
w order to driw from her a confession, in
which thewr giory and happiness were 30 decp-
Iy iterested. For these several months, sad
the princess, 1 have been every night convey-
od unconsciously through the air, into a cham-
ber sugmificently furnished, where I found
mysclf i the arms of a young man whom I
knew not, but who, 1 must confess, has inspi-
red mc with an ardent pasmon. At this rela-
twon the cabiph readily concaved that his
daughter had been seduced by some iniracu-
lous enchantment, and id not thiek proper
to ngu-:h her for a fault, the circumstances
of wiich rendered it suffidently excusable.
Madam, sud he 10 Zobeide, it would appear
that sowe gem‘: has become enamourcd of
our ter. Were we to oppose his wishes,
we should ounly provoke his rescotment. Let
us recommend both her and ourselves to the
protection of the holy prophet. So saying, he
embraced his daughter as usual, and left ber
to tahe the reposc which she scemed to need.
Zobeide followed the prudent example of her
hushand. Hsetilsone mgl) resolved to give
her lover notice of what had happened, and
to requost that be should bring the handker
chief, and make himsclf known as the

condiating of Giafar 30d Mearonr, Giogoe?
wesosishod &t the story of the prinocss's preg.
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nancy. Mesronr was less so, having for some
time observed that it was impossible to awake
the guaids who were set to keep watch near
the pringess’s aparunents. How shall we con-
trive, said the caliph, to discover the enchan-
‘ter who has seduced my daughter? She is
every night conveyed away through the air.
There ovcurs to me an expedient, replied
Mesrour, which we may try. I bave a phos-
oric substance, which I received from an
astrologer: Itis an il extracted irom an ani-
mal called basilisk. When in motion n the
pir, it becomes luminous, but does not burn.
1 will pour some drops of 1t upon the prin-
cess’s bed-clothes : 1t becomes instantly dry,
and diffuses no smeil. When these are rai-
sed aloft in the air, they will bespangle it with
streams of glittering stars, which may guide
the persons appointed to observe them to the
house of the ravisher. The caliph liked the
inlea ; and Mesrour went instantly to put it in
exccution. Guafar, on his part, gave notice to
the licutenant of the police, that he should
cause the motion to be followed whitherso-
ever it should lcad, and the house at which
it d to be instantly invested, Five hun-
dred men were immediately posted to run af-
ter this new constellation, which was to
pear at night : But only the caliph and his
two ministers knew the secret purpose for
which it was intended.
Night came on.  Jemal, having lately paid
fittle attention to what was going on upon
rth, was unacquainted with the project
which had been concerted in the impcrial pa-
lace. He obeyed Simoustapha’s orders #s usu-
al, md went to bring the princess. Ha.dly
was she rased above the palace, when the
phosphorus shone with all its lustre. The
ards observed and followed it. The genie
had good eyes, Lut he could not have them
every where. He bore his lovely burden to
the apartment of the Indian prince, which was
illuminated bg' a hundred lanips. Not a spark
of the pl orus was then to be seen: but
scarcely had they arrived, when the guards,
pouring out from all the adjoining streets, in-
vested the bouse of Simoustapha. The young
prince heard the noise, rubbed the ring, and
calle%upon the box. The two genies appear-
ed. They were ordered to observe what was
ing on, and, in the first place, to secure the
against the disturbance with which it
was threatened. They accordingly walled up
the doors and windows in an instant. The
judge of the police awaked the neighbours, to
Erect them to Simoustapha’s door. Those
good people rubbed their eyes, but could see
o door. More lights were brought, but even
these did not serve to discover jt. The j
went and came, till he was at last y
impatient, Giafiir and Mesrour in the mean

I .

time arrived. The latter, since his di
of the secret of the phosphorus, had
flatter himself that be pussessed no oudi
powers of penetration. Since the doot could
not be found, he directed them to get up by
ladders upon the roof of the house.
dwelling was soon completely invested :
battering rams and other military engines were
wanting to form a regular siege. Forty lad-
ders were set up, the top of each of whith
rose several feet above the oliject which it
was intended to reach. The hopes of plun-
der made the whole crowd willing to
up ; but their nummbers and their haste -
ed them. The ladders also sunk into the earth
as fust as they mounted. Have done with
struggling, said the judge: are you afraid to
wmount? We are mounting as speedily as

sible, said some of them; and they were,
in fact, sweating with exertion and fatigue,
but never rose an inch higher from the ground.
The judge, becoming extremely impatient, a-
lighted from his horse, and cailed powerfully
upon them to mount faster. In the name of
Mahomet, said they, mount yourself: these
lauders are certainly bewitched. The judge
having entircly iost patience, begen to climb
the ladder mn his gown, and, that he might
make the better speed, moved his feet over
two steps at once.  But as the ladder sunk
in the ground as fust as he climbed up, be
soon lost his balance, and fell down, cntangled
in his gown. This unexpected fall excited
general laughter. The night passed in a re-
petition of the vain efforts of this Judicrous
assault, in which no progress was made, al-
though the assailants flattered themselves
every moment with the hope of -
ing their p All the streets of Bagdad
were in confusion ; and as the circumstances
of the affair were not fully known, the peo-
ple fancied this a continuation of the festival
of the knight of the sable armotr; and sg
Kgsed that the attcmpt made to scale

use of Simoustaplm was intended as & bur-
lesque representation of the siege of Damas-
cus.

H

&

Haroun was in the nrean time in ex-
pectation of his victim, and had resolved to
gratify his vengeance without allowing the
wretch time to speak. His ferocious mipa-
tience may be easily mmagined. The noise
and rumours which this imcident gave vive to
occasioned various reports to reach him, ‘every
one more ridiculous than mmother. His #n-

iety was equal to his desire of vengeance,
Within Simoustapha's ‘house, on the contra.
1y, every

was 8o quiet, that you mright
scvered Momour's muguy Vol
genies esrour’s

detecting the place to which the princess was
carried, than they, after taking proper mee-

have heard
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sures to secure the house against the first sur-
prise, conveyed Lisetilsone back to the caliph’s
amitgt a thick mist, which intercepted
the effect of the phosphorus. They left the
mist hanging over the palace. The minds of
all within were stupified by its influence, and
even the caliph himself was deprived of his
wsual activity. The Indian prince consulted
the genies of the box and the ring, concerning
the means which he should eniploy for his
safety next day, and then retired quietly to
rest, under the immediate protection of the
Star of the Seven Seas. When day appeared,
Simoustapha went out upon the terrace-roof
of his house, to engby the first rays of the sun.
He distinguished Giafar and Mesrour among
the crowd, called upon them, and addressed
himself to the latter. Sublime minister, said
he, why have you invested the house of a
feithful mussulman, who i» disposed to pay all
due obedience to the pleasure of the Com-
mander of the Faithful? I desire yon to in-
form him, that since he wishes to become
master of my pcrson, if he pleases to remove
the crowd who have beset my house, I shall
immediately surrender myself into his hands.
Mesrour returncd to the palace, and advised
the caliph to accept an offer which would
soon enable him to rid himself of the sor-
cerer. Orders were given to the judge of the
police to retire instantly with all his people,
and the ladders were thrown down betore the
walls When the siege was thus raised, Si-
moustapha went out by one of the doors,
which readily opencd, and proceeded without
fear to the caliph’s palace. Haroun was sur-
prised at the magician’s audacity : he would
not sce hin, but ordered him to be beheaded
in the outer court of the palace, in the pre-
sence of all the people who were there as-
sembled. The guard scized the Indian prince.
He held out his hands to the irons with which
they prepared to load him. The executioner
laid hold on hitm, and pulled off his turban, he-
fore binding the fatal bandage upon his cycs ;
but he then observed the caliph’s handker-
chief within the turban. Giafar and Mesrour
immediately knew it; and the people, to whom
such another had been exhibited in the late
festival, exclaimed, The handkerchief of the
knight of the sable armour! A still more re-
markable object drew the attention of the
grand visier. Simoustapha wore on his head
the band, ornamented with jewels and with a
diamond, which he had formerly received
from the caliph. Giafar read aloud these
words, which were inscribed upon the band :
p—-hGivgnbyCdipb Haroun n:hlruchid to his ne.
ew Simoustapha, son to the great sovereign
of India, A confused noise arose from every
quarter. It is theson of tie king of the Indies !
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1t is the prince Simoustapha ! was umiversak

ly exclaimed. .
y In the mean time Mesrour had carried the

handkerchief to the caliph. Who has given
you that handkerchief? says the sovereign,
eagerly. It was on the head of the man whom
you have condemned. Are my orders exe-
cuted? No, sire; I come to receive them.
Fly, Mesrour ; preserve the life of the gene-
rous warrior who saved mine, and instantly
conduct him to my presence.

Giafar had anticipated his orders: the sur-
rise and the cries of the people bad induced
im to bring Simoustapha into the presence

of the caliph. The Xrince arrived at the foot
of the throne; and the first object which
struck the Commander of the Faithful was
the diamond which had formerly been sent to
the great king of the Indies. What, gaid he
to Simoustapha, are you the son of my bro-
ther the king of the Indies? You see it is
so, most glorious caliph. And are you the
warrior to whom I owe my honour and my
life. Behold the wound I received before
Damascus, and which was the occasion of
your bestowing upon me such tokens of friend-
ship. And are you also the lover of my
daughter Ilsetilsone ? You see before you her
slave and yours, May a thousand thanks be
rendered to the great prophet ! exclaimed the
caliph. Is it you then, Simoustapha, whom
I have cherished from your infancy, and to
whom I had destined the hand of my daugh-
ter? You could have had no rival but the
knight of the sable arms, and you are that
same knight, whose services I never thought
that I could have sufficiently rewarded with
the hand of Ilsetilsone, and the richest crown
of the east. 1 hold in my arms the object of
my gratitude and that of my love. Ah!w
conceal yoursclf from me under the ignomini-
ous appearance of a pastry cook? Hlustrious
Conunander of the Faithful, replied Simous-
tapha, the divine charms of Ilsetilsone early
made a lively impression on my soul. Scarce-
ly was she animated with the first breath of
life, when 1 felt myself inflamed with love,
and the desire of possessing her bore absolute
sway in my heart. A Persian, of whom
I was the pupil, pointed out to me the road
to happiness : He J:roposed that I should go
to Bagdad, and there breathe the only air
which could restore my health, which decli-
ned every day. As my father put the utmost
confidence in him, he easily obtained his con-
sent, by concealing from him the true motive
of an absence upon which my repose and fe-
licity . Thanks to his contrivance,
the son of the great king of the Indies fixed
himself in & situation to which he owed the
pleasure of sceing and being seen by her who
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he adored, and of being loved for himself
alone !

Death sbon deprived me of my wise gover-
nor, but it could not rob me of the secrets
with which he had intrusted me. Young and
inexperienced, I fell a victim to that love
which had long possessed me. If this offend
you, and wound the too sensible heart of a
father, my head is at your feet; punish me
alone; but I implore your paternal affection
for the innocent princess, whose whole fault
consists in her love for Simoustapha,

The caliph, moved with such an affecting
acknowledgment, tenderly lifted up the young
prince, and havingembraced him afresh, Come,
my dear son, said he to him, let us dissipate
the grief you have occasioned ; let your pre-
sence dispel the clouds which have raised un-
founded suspicions in the heart of the most
affectionate of mothers. Zobeide was alone
with her daughter, and was demanding from
her an explanation of the conduct of the old
governess, at the very moment when the In-
dian prince entered, to diffuse joy and delight.
Simoustapha, with the royal fillet on his head,
was introduced to the wife of the caliph and
her daughter. Reccive from the hands of the
great prophet and from mine, said the sove-
reign, you a son-in-law, and you a husband.
This is Simoustapha, the son of the great king
of the Indies, the most ancient, the most pow-
erful, and the most faithful of my allies. Then
addressing himself to his attendants,—Call the
cadiandthe muftiinstantly: open the mosques:
let all my people celebrate this joyful {estival:
let the poor receive my alms : let all Bagdad
participate of the jg‘y of its sovereign; and let
this triumph be diffused into the most remote
quarters of my empire, Behold my dcliverer!
my son-in-law, and the protector of the stand-
ard of religion! The duty of gratitude is the
first of laws,

Ilsetilsone and her husband were lodged in
the most beautiful apartment of the palace:
he shared in the labours and the amusements
of the caliph, sat at his right hand in the di~
van, and nothing was done without his ad-
vice. An unlimited confidence established be-
tween them the most perfect intimacy. The
caliph did not fail to inforn himself of the
extraordinary means used by his son-in-law
for the success of his wishes. Simoustapha
owned the supernatural protection he enjoy-
ed, and informed him of the queen of the genii,
of the powers that belonged to the bqx and
the ring ; but he concealed the complaisance
of Namouna, and the part she had acted in
the intrigue, It is easy to perceive the rea-
sons for this conduct. = Haroun, already fa-
miliarised to marvellous adventures, easily be-
lieved Simoustapha. He did not blame him
for availing himself of magic, the study of
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which he had encouraged in his court. He
found fault with him, however, for having ne-
glected to inform the king of the Indies of the
fortune of his only son His inquietude, re-
plied the prince, must be very much allevia~
ted by looking upon the rose-bush which my
tutor Benelab left in the garden of the pa-
lace : it gives a daily account of my adven-
tures, fortunate or not ; and, since I have had
the good fortune to be loaded with the favours
of the greatest sovereign upon earth, the bush
mustthis day show him that I bave attained the
summit of prosperity. Simoustapha thought
very justly in this respect. The king and
queen of the Indies visited the rose-bush
cevery day, but it only cast off the flowers
with which it was loaded, to give way to more
beautiful ones; and thus they consoled them-
selves during the absence of their son, con-
vinced that nothing bad had befallen him.
Tlus day they were very agreeably surprised :
they saw a blossom of a rose spring from one
already blown, which expanded still more
fresh and brilliant. This phenomenon appear-
ed to them quite extraordinary ; but 1t would
have been necessary for them to have been
at Bagdad, in order to have found out its
meaning. Ilsetilsone had just given birth to
a young prince: Simoustapha, Haroun, and
Zobeide were full of joy: all the faithful
mussulmen celebrated with festivals this ha
py event; and the caliph named the child
lfaroun Ben-Alraschid. The queen of the
genii presided at his birth, and poured upon
the son of Simoustapha a liberal measure of
those endowments which her art enabled her
to bestow, while the Commander of the Faith-
ful and his son-in-law implored more cssen-
tial blessings in the great mosque of Bagdad,
Every thing seemed to promise to the cae
liph’s family an uninterrupted course of pros-
perity ; but a storm was in the mean time ris
singin Egypt, todisturb their serenity. Naraes,
son to the magician Mamouk, having from
time to time obscrved the fountain which was
to give him indications of the success of his
father’s ente rise, at length saw the water
become turbid : he sent two spirits to his fa-
ther’s aid ; but the water was soon after tin-
ged with blood: he then perceived that his
assistance had been ineffectual, and that his
father was dead ; and schemes of vengeance
filled his breast. In the last chamber of his
magic circle he traced the whole train of Ma~
mouk’s adventures against Simoustapha. He
accordingly furnished himself with all that
seemed necessary to his success, and set out
for Bagdad. It ‘was not now into the house
of a private person that admission was necess
, but into the caliph’s palace, Naraes had
isgxed a great advantage over his father. He
was in the full vigour of his strength; he
Cc



net, ing to despair
taken nothing in the course of the
: how should he support his family? The
, eamly penetrating into the cause of

is distress, went up, and, acoosting hun,

a picce of gold into his hand. Courage,
nest man, saud he : 1 have observesd your fron-
Jews labour, and shared your uneasnems. Bt
you are not well enongh acquamted with the
haits for enticing hish. Lay amde your
not, tuke n line, and under a rock a few paces
hence yon will esteh 1 fish of 8 pecuhar sort.
1 wall frore take up a litele curth, form it into
& small ball, and water it with 8 marvellous
water.  Taking this then for a bait, you must
dr;z» your line from the top of the rock, nnd
with a little patience you will take a finc
fish. Thosc rare fishes show themselves only
from time to time i these rivers. This in
the season of their appearance. They are call-
ed Sultan Hebraim, after the patriarch who

gﬂowed the species. When you have taken

- 4

you need not carry it to the caliph, as that
illustrious prince indulges not in the delica.
cies of the table, but present it to Prince Si-
moustapha ; he will pay you whatever you
choose to ask for it. Follow my advice. I
must return to my warehouse, and may not
stay to witness your success. I am the first
dealer in china-ware, on the right hand, as
you goin by the great gate of the khan. Come
to me to-morrow morning, and I will then
give you a gl:s or two of this rare water, and
we may perhaps go out a-fishing together. To
this he added another picce of gold, saying,
Here is something to reward your trouble, ifg I
make you lose your time, and as an earnest
that I am to emgloy you to-morrow. With
this he left the fisherman, who had already
gone upon the rock, where he was patiently
waiting the accomplishment of Naraes’s pro-
mises.

Simoustapha and his wife had no suspicion
that a dangerous intrigne was ing against
them at the river. Tﬁcy had been, with the
caliph’s consent, on a visit to the amiable
queen of the genii, and she had given them
friendship. Iisetilsone had
besetifly arigated ploioge. 1t hd besn

utifully umage. It n
created to inhabit the terrestrial paradise ; but
refusing its homage to Solomon, and attach-
mf iteelf to Kokopilesobe, it was banished to
‘Ginpistan, This pretty bird wes familiar and
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pleasing accomplishments ; still
the past, mistrustful of the present,
vident of the future.
language was very ;
were accustomed to it. prnincess
Sctelpedour, willing to m:)puwm.' y
obhiging & lady who had gained her favour,
beggod lisetilsone to accept it as a present.
1 mve you, said the queen, a small, but very
engnging cresture : It seems much inclined to
sttach iteelf to you, and 19 ivi
you excellent advice : Do not neglect what
it says, but learn to understand it. In your
lovelv hands 1t will not think tself in a state
of exile ; for 1t has got it into its hittle head,
1 know not by what means, that it must tra-
vel to the carth before 1t cnn revisit 1ts native
country.  Here 1 1ts cage: it »
to confine this httle creature ; 1t comes and
goes as it pleases.  But before it part with
me, 1t must leave me something to remember
it by. Come, my little bird, give me two of
these pretty feathers of thine.  The bird ex-
panded ite tul, und two fenthers dropped in-
to the queen’s hand.  Sumoustapha and the
princess, thnnkmithc fairy for her favours, re-
turned, with the bird m its cage, towards the
cahph’s palace. They entered their own first.
The eunuch Hachun, the chief cook, had
bought a heautiful fish, which was still alive :
it was called Sultan Hebraim, because the
erophet had regaled Mahomet with it at
edina The eunuch was an excellent cook,
but in this instance a bad genealogist; al-
though, indced, thefisherman might havegiven
him a confused account of this matter. But
he had given sixty sequins for the fish. They
were curious to see this animal. It was swim-
ming about in & large silver bason. The wa-
ter seemed as if it were full of topazes, rubies,
and emeralds. On its head appeared a gold-
en helmet, the crest of which was ornament-
ed with pearls. Its scales were much larger
on the upper half of its body than towards
the tail, and had the appearance of a purple
robe edged with gold : its fins were of the co-
lour of coral, and bestudded with azure stars.
What a beautiful, what a splendid fish ! cried
Simoustapha and Ilsetilsone by turns. Fi, fi,
fi, fi ! cried the bird, in its own language, and
in ashrieking tone, which piercedthe ear. This
pretty bird has a most disagreeable voice, said
the pgincess; it gives me a headache. But
what a beautiful fish that! obeerve its eye;
there is something tender in it.

Bad, bad, bad, bad ! cried the bird, in &
tone still more piercing. My dear Simousta-
pha, said the princess, if this bird has such a
disagreeable note, I shall not be able to keep
it: 1 like this fish a great doal better, Werse,
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the foolish bird, notwithstanding ita beautiful
z:mp.ddlkuilm We havea reservoir

our baths; I will keep my charming fish
I will feed it with my own band. Do
| thee sultan ? thou shalt be my sul-

at

®a cage, it darts iato the bason, at the risk of
drowning itself, and m out the cyes of the
its , and tears of the
of the crest displayed upon the helmet:
he fish revsts : llsetilsunc wishes to defend
it; but the bird escapes from her, and pecks
the fish 1n all the most teiler parts of its bo-
dy : The priucess catches it at last, aud for
fear of letung 1t escape agun, she squeeses it
80 close 1 her hunds us to occasion 1ts sutio-

cation.

Sumoustapha, who sces this scene, knows
not what to thunh of the tard and the fish:
the Iatter, although expinng, still resisted, and
the bason was filled with its blood. The fish
was 10 langer vasible, aud the prince, ternified
with this prodigy, calls the genw of the ryg,
who appeared unmedrately. Inform me, says
Sunoustapha, from whence is this quantity of
blood that this fish has lost, and still loses?
The bird, answered the geme, has deliverod
you from a man who came here in order to
nssassinate you: He is the Egyptian Naracs,
the son of ouk, the last of your enemies :
He transformed himself into a fish, and suf-
fered himself to be taken by the poor fisher-
man who brought him to you. Carry him,
in this same bason, said the prince, to the
queen of the genies, that she may do with him
what she pleases. The slave instantly die-
appears, in order to execute his commands.

Simoustapha had not time to cast his eyes
upon his wite: he now perccives her sorrow-
ful, and eager to recover the bird which she
had deprived of life: she attcmpts to warni it
in her bosom, and her eyes were bathed with
tears. What is the matter with you? asked
the prince. I have been very unfortunate!
said she to him: I haye killed this charming,
this excellent bird, which devoted its life to
ﬁ:eserve mine. Alss! the queen of the genies

8 parted with it, to give it up to an unrca~
sonable, fantastic being, and to a murderer’s
hand ! { shall never have the confidence to
appear before my benefactress again. How I
pity you, my dear Simoustapha! The queen,

I:ut box, your ring, and your wisdom might

ve defended you from your enemies, but
who shall be able to screen you from the dan-
gers which may result from my caprice } Cease
your melancholy reflections, answered the
prince, more affected by the sorrow of his wife

®

thanb: &cdﬂ:ﬁntowhidnbebdbm

sode \{'hy whole blaue upon ?
Ought not I to blane for not baving
hich wo s axpemed 1o cangoroy s
which we stanc w0 sur
tmﬁus,ﬂmuldl.hlwziven oar to the ridicus
s history which the ennuch gave us of that

fish ? | who, inatructed by experience, having
sady bevn deccived by the boauty of u fruit
which I had brought into my house, why

should 1 neglect to bave recourse to my box,
instead of adwiring, bhe you, the beautiful
shell of a chﬁ'ﬁ; mounster ! Moderate your
surrow, wy dear llsotlsone, that 1 may ap-
pear excusuble 1w my own eyes. It is iy due
ty to go wAd throw myself at the feet of the
queen of the genies, to obtain pardon for y
culpable ueglect. You shall not go far, said
Setelpalour, preseuting herself suddenly to
the utfucted parr 2 you reproach yourselves so
sincerely for your fuults, thut 1t were cruelty
to muhe vou feck them uny lopger: embrace
we, s let us be wiser for the future.

But this beautiful turd ! said the princesa
sorrowluily. 1 have takon carc of it, smud the
queen: Llere ure two feathers which I reser-
ved, m case its cournge should expose it too
much to danger. We have a remedy for fairy-
birds.  Setelpedour at the same time tukes
the animal, and restored to it its two feathers :
‘The bird was instantly upon its legs ; it spread
its wings, cxulted for joy, and fluttered up
and down the apartment, resting alternate-
ly on the shoulders of the fairy, the finger of
Simoustapha, and the bosom of the princess,
chirping in its own languuge the pleasures of
its re-animation : It next returned to its cage,
where it began to eat, and filled the apart-
ment with most mclodious notes. Ilsetilsone
by degrees resumed her gaiety. My good
friends, suys the queen, we will sup, and
spend part of the night together : I cannot be
long absent from Ginnistan ; and 1 wish to
ciuploy to the best advantage all the time
which [ can spare from it. Simoustapha will
causc us to be served by Jemal and his little
mute: let us leave pomp to those who know
not the value of liberty. Besides, I must not
be seen by every body: my subjects already
complain that I am too fond of the earth ; and
we have aflairs to converse about which re-
quire silence and secrecy. Setelpedour seut-
ed herself between the pair, whom she loaded
with friendly caresses. She related to'them
the vengeance she had inflicted upon the ma-

ician Naraes, whom she had chained with

usouk, that detestable genie, the associate
and the accomplice of alF the crimes of the
Egyptian: They had been tumbled into the
laa of brimstone where the father of Naraes
had ended his days. Your dangers are less-
ened, added the queen, but you are not yet



against them all : in proportion as I
;'divuyonﬁun r enemies, my P“‘""&i

the prince, with emotion, I will never banish
the dear Hsctilsone, replied Setefpedour. I
will remain with you, said llsctilsone, in or-
der to enable you to complete your conquest.
Espoune Bimoustapha: prescrve the throne
on which you are scated, and I shall be at the
summit of my wishen,  What say you to it,
prince ? says the queen. 1 belong to Tlsetil-
sonc, who may dispose of me as she pleases,
added 8i vha. Charming couple ! ex-
claimed Setelpedour : the one has convinced
me that man may be ,xmimmu-‘l)- loved ; the
other reconciles me to every female.  You
make me feel the power of merit upon virtue
ous hearts ! Adieu, say» she, rising from tae
hle : Be feeling, noble, and gencrous. To you
1 am indebted for the most exquisite joys : no
imprudence of mine shall ever distress you!
Mqlg«kmr leaves them, carrying with her
the plighted fiith of the consorts, who, on
that account, are no less dear to cach other.
We shall ouit the account of the sensutions
which the three lovers felt at parting, and
their daily vimts, at such moments when Ses
telpedour could steal from the concerns of
her cuurt. The mouths rolledd on without any
remarkuble event, and without uny change n
ies, cither of puson or of interest.
Bimoustapha beheld, with pleasure, lus charm-
ing fumily increase around him, which was
now ted with o doughter.  He was
closely o in the affairs of the state, the
load of which fell, n a great measure, upon
him ; and when he did not gv to Ginnistan,
he exercised himself in the amusements of
the chace. He forgot the dangers which he
had mmx?m:‘«:‘.c and overlooked the strata-
gems to whicl wes yet exposed.  He was
perhape too vain in not muml_v confiding
in the aid which he might have expected from
his ring or his box. Armed with his scymi-
tur, and mounted upon his beautiful steed, he
:p‘oicul in trusting his fortune to the strength
his arm and the display of his courage. He
had read in the instructions of 3 max-
ﬁmvhiehmlddwimeim him with self-
confidence. When mun’s own powers are
safficient, he ought to have no recourse to
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s tural aid. The should have add-
eg, when supermmml!:s‘:shnll have added
fresh vigour to your faculties, never let fall
your arms. But Benelab had not foreseen
every thing ; Benelab could not write every
thing.
Oie day, at the chace, Simoustapha roused

a stag; he attacked it, but it flew off with a-
mazing speed. The horse, however, which
carneg the prince soon reached it : his jave-
lin was launched, and the animal was wounded
in theshoulder. The javelin, however, was fix-
ed in such a situation as not in the least to
retard the animal, which now doubled its
Z»eed. The courser too which pursued it

id not, lose an inch of ground. One would
say that one flash of lightning was prece-
ded by another. The prince loses breath ; but
the ardour with which he is animated aug-
ments his vigour, and he is instantly out of
the reach of his people. At last, at the close
of the day, the staﬁ stopped, and on a sudden
disuppeared: a violent gust of wind threw the
l:rince from his horse, and close beside him

e observed a frightful monster. Its ears fell
upon its breast; its terrible mouth extended
from ear to ear; its lips were enormously
thick ; and its flat nostrils exhaled an infec-
tious vapour. In the middle of a large fore-
head it had an eye which supplied the place
of the departing day ; for it giﬂ"used a pale
light, like that emitted from the sulphureous
flames of a volcano. Upon seeing this ghast-
ly spectre, Simoustapha first recommended his
soul to God, invoking him by Mahomet, and
then fuced it with intrepidity. The monster
appeared to be astonished with his fortitude,
but was no less confident of victory over a
man who was alone, and almost disarmed.

Vile mussulman! said the phantom to him ;

slave of a slave! thou shalt now suffer the
punishment which hath been already denoun-
ced against Benelab thy master: thou must
reccive the chastisement which is due to thy
pride, for presuming to command the genit,
whom thou art unworthy to obey : thou must
here answer for thy insolence, thy injustice,
the tyranny of thy deceitful quecn Setelpe-
dour, xn‘fynqt my master, the great Bahlisboull,
Fall! die his victim, and his slave ! At these
words the hatcful monster raised an enor-
mous club, the knobs of which were pointed
with diamonds, and prepared to dispatch Si-
moustapha. The valiant prince avoided the
blow, and with his scymitar clave the
from the crown of the head to the waist. In
an instant his iears were stunned with hide.
ous shrieks and howlings, which the horrible
darkness around rendered still more terrible,

But the conqueror of th ie is net
fiighted  The mond egemeuhim:ob.
deruonstrated, by his neighings and caresses,
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how he exulted in the victory. The howlings
ceased, and the illusion was dissipated ; but,
unfortunately, the Indian prince now falls a
prey to real . Simoustapha, surround-
ed with the shades of night, had not obser-
ved the places through which he had hur-
ried on his swift steed, and was perfectly ig-
norant where he was. He found it impossi-
ble for him to judge at what distance he was
from Bagdad. Worn out with fatigue, he lay
down upon the grass, and waited for the ri-
sing sun, that he might direct his course to-
wards Bagdad. He allowed his steed to range
in quest of food around him. He now per~
ceived his imprudence in venturing out alone
without his box and his ring. The power,
however, which rendered him conqueror of
the monster, and which had enabled him to
cleave the spectre in two, re-animates him.
He sleeps under the protection of that power
which could destroy the monsters of hell, by
the intervention of the meanest atom of crea-
tion.

Simoustapha little thought that he was at
80 great a distance from the princess, that it
would take him years to reach her by the or-
dinary route. A powerful charm had trans-
ported him to the very summit of Mount Cau-
casus. The spectre, which had been enjoin-
ed by Bahlisboull to destroy the Indian prince,
having transformed himself into a stag, hur-
ried him along in the pursuit. The stag al-
lowed itself to be struck with the javelin
which was launched at it, and instantly en-
chanted the hand which threw it: Thus the
consort of the beautiful Ilsetilsone, bound by
the charm, was carried along with the same
rapidity as the spectre himself.

Whilst Simoustapha was in the arms of
sleep, the spirits who had witnessed the com-
bat in which their master had fallen winged
their way to the desarts of Upper Egypt, whi-
ther their chief had retired. Such a disor-
derly and instant return threw Bahlisboull
into the greatest consternation; but, upon
hearing the particulars of the combat, in which
he found that Rastras had been cleft by the
Iudian prince, he flew into the most violent
rage. He meditated every scheme of ven-
geance that might tend to efface the insult
offered to his power. Since their enchant-
ments had no effect, the hero must be beset
with ordinary daniers, and his return render-
eddimpracticable, y e:;haust.ing I‘iis strength
and courage | fatigue and want; by
depressing hu;hm despair; and by e?o-
sing him to savage animals, when he should be
too much enfeebled to resist their attack,
But it was :‘lwmg Setelpedour should
remain ignorant cruelti ing ine
e being
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exiled spirits who were scattered through the
eoun::{nwhich he now inhabited ; for they
had owledged him their chief at the mo-
ment of his arrival. Go, said he, and envel
the Indian prince, whom you will find on the
side of Mount Caucasus, with a thick mist,
which may conceal him. The genies joyfully
obeyed the orders of their malevolent mas-
ter ; and while they prepared to hide Si-
moustapha from the view of the genies his
protectors, Setelpedour saw all the cavalry
n Bailad scouring the country, passing
through the cities, towns, hamlets, and fo-
rests, demanding him of all nature. The ca-
liph put all in motion to recover his son-in-
law, who was as dear to him as if he had
been his own child. He had hinted among
the ladies, that Simoustapha had been sent
abruptly upon a secret commission of the
greatest importance. Zobeide and her daugh-
ter were easy ; but Sctelpedour was not to be
imposed upon.

he queen of the genies immediately sent
out her most active and intelligent spirits,
those whom she believed to be the most faith-
fully attached to herself, to save a favourite
whose ruin they secretly wished. They tra-
versed the whole earth, but returned with no
satisfactory information, to quiet the uneasi~
ness of the queen. They had seen the mist on
Mount Caucasus, but none of them had taken
the trouble to examine it. Setelpedour was
inconsolable. Among the genies of her court
war an old gnome, named Bakbak : she was
friendly to mankind, and had no malice in her :
Her only fault was, that she had a desire to
know every thing, and to tattle incessantly.
She had not for a long time appeared in the
divan, because none were permitted to speak
there, except in turn. She had a little ne-
phew, who was very young, and who was named
Jazzel. She brought hin up as well as it is
possible to bring up a child, whom you are
continually either praising or scolding from
morning to night. This gnome had taken no
part cither for or against Setelpedour, and
therefore she could judge of her conduct up-
on every occasion without partiality or pre-
judice. She now heard mention made of the
parties sent out to the four quarters of the
globe, in search of the Indian prince. Go, said
she to Jazzel; thou hast great need to lcarn
somewhat ; thou hast new wings, fit for an ex-
cursion ; speed through the air : take thy stand
occasionally upon the summits of mountains,
whence thou mayest see to a distance: skim
all over the surface of the earth, and be sure
to bring me news : listen to the conversations
of men, as they pass thee; they know not
themselves what they say ; but a genie may
always learn something from it. u must
return soon again, to tell me what thou hast
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beard and scen; and if T am then plessed
with thee, T will communicate to thee s se-
cret, to win the fair whom thou lovest best.
Come hither; let me pour a balsamic of! tpon
thy wings, which will make thee fty four times
us fast as any other. . ]
Jazzel flew away with t!:coﬂmﬁemel,to try
his wings. He rosc above them all, by gift of
his oil, snd saw them part, and pr J differ-
st ways, to discharge their commission. None
of them went near enough to the esrth to gain
any information. When they halted, it was to
their easc ; when they drew near to man-
kind, it was to play them some frolicksome
trichs : they uu:(! 1o pins to scquire the Jeast
information on the wubject of their errand.
Chance led Jazzel to follow those who were
to scarch Mount Caucasus. ITe obmerved the
mist, aud tried to look through it; hut it was
too thick to be picreed by his inexrenclm-d
eyes.  Sctelpedour’s scouts passed far shove,
without attempting to examine it. He at
longth discovered some men, who seemed
convérsing at the foot of the mountain, and
stopped o listen,  Whnt a thick, infection,
unst ! smid they : how could it arine from dry
sand, destitute of water ? 1t in a very extruor-
dinary phenomenon, and is surely the bearer
of sometlung malignant ; it certainly forehodes
some mischief.  Jazee! Il "‘I, this obserya-
tion, and pursued his route, Ul he guthered
some other particulans, of anindiflerent nature,
to by communicated to his old wunt, for the
secret she had promised him, When he saw
Setelpadour’s emissaries retarn, he flew tack
to Bu‘khuk, und gave her a more fuithful ne-
count of bis jouracy than the others mave of
theim to the queen.  The gnome coneiders
ing all those circumetances, See, mnd she,
how our queen’s affaies go, since love his
turned her hoad ! and yet s that so great o
fuult 7 Methuks 1 could pardon it i mysels.
But no, no, noy no. A mmn! i, n man!
Wall, there 1s both good and bad,  But, Jus.
gol, dost not thou tell me that those Peasants
were talking of u thick mist, and that there
was soiething mis hicvous in 10?2 Tmust men-
tion this to our queen. And instantly the old
woinan went away, to relate to Setelpedonr
what discoveries the young pevie had made
in s j o
Tlno’::‘m had patience to hear her: At
length, when she would gather fiom the bub.
bliug of old Bakbak how I:ﬁl"-em her emis-
sarics hadl been, she naturally began to sus.
pect the existence of a plot ainong them, and
conjectured that there was somet ug extra.
unlcnu-); in d:e mist. She armed herself im-
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still to them, and to the elements of natute,
thie ter of Kekopilesobe. The ca-
liph, for his part, now more and more alarm-
ed by the ill success of the wc;lethczoz
fiad made, and not
municate his fears to Zobeide and her daugh-
ter, took advantage of the high anniversaty
festival of (a hill in Arabia, upon
which the pilgrims to Mecca perform sacrifi-
ces, slaying the victims, and dashing their bo-
dies down its sides,) and offered, with unusual
solemity, those sacrifices by which he
to draw down upon his family the favour of
Heaven, and the signal protection of their
great prophet. Haroun, attended by the mufli,
and tl:ll‘ other principal ministers of religion,
sacrificed with his own hand two yellow hei-
fers, and two sheep of the largest size. To
these expressions of devotion he added also
the most fervent pravers for the safe return of
Simoustapha. Al the people answered with
their wishes.  Yet the palace was overcast
with sadness. Zoberde no longer concealed
her unensiness from her daughter. This prin.
cess was alone, and had none to console her:
the queen of the genies no longer visited her ;
she saw no one but a_growpe of melancholy
countenances around her : all were in tears :
Namouna wae sobbing, and Hsetilsone could
no longer restemn herself: she lay down up-
on u sofn, und wept alowd,
Pence! peace Ppeace ! cried the prettybird.
Peace ? anid she: Alas ! th

! there is no peace for
me - Simoustaph,i is dead,

No' no! no! cried the bird. Iow! charm.
ing hird, s he not dead ? Doces he still live for
me? Shall 1 see him aenin ?

Yol yes ! ves '—When will that happy
time come, tell me2—NSoon ! soon | soo1, |
What comfort thou givest e ! Weep no more
then, my good Namouna: we shall again see
Simoustapha.  She then took her lovely bird
nul foudled it.  Thou didet save my life,
dear hird ! gaid she, and I took away thine ;
can 1 ever forgive myself? Tt is to be obser.
ved that all the princess's uneasiness was en.
tirely uniixed with jealous suspicion. She

nd not seen the queen of the penies since
her lover’s absence; hut she did not sy e
Sctelpedour capable of depriving her of her
hushand. Zobeide wax not so easy upon thig
hend; but she l\c‘n her fears to herself s and
the caliph derived confidence from his reli
&190, and from the piety of his son-in-law.

The Star of the Seven 8eas soon descended
to the top of l}!on;nt l:ad s, where she ob-
served the mist that i
lisboull's malice,  She hoceraioed by Bab-
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days wandered through s and frightful
desarts, having no guide to w, but the
direction of the stars. He knew not in what
quarter of the earth he was : he had no other
means of sustenance but the roots which he
ceould dig up with his sabre, and the wild fruits
which he plucked from trees with the nature
of which he was unacquainted. He travelled
on all the day, impatiently urging his gallant
steed. He had d an immense desart,
and another, and of still wider extent, had
opened before him, He spent the night ly-
ing upon the ground, and by day had to en-
counter the fatigue of travelling, and the
scorching influence of a torrid and inhospita-
ble climate. The Indian prince, exhausted b

his toils, had mmd ideaspring, to quenc
his thirst. As he was stooping to drink, a
lion, rushingsuddenly from an adjoining forest,
sprung upon the hero’s horse. Simoustapha
drew his scymitar, and, at thefirstblow, divided
the lion’s scull, and laid him dead at his feet.
‘The horse leaped for joy ; but the prince was
exhausted by his effort, and fell down fainting
on the turf. In this situation he was disco-
vered by the queen of the genies.

On witnessing the dangers to which the In-
dian prince had been exposed by Bahlisboull’s
dark enchantments, Setelpedour, animated
alik:l , by love and venge?uce, hfdl: hersell’

u mpted to gratify both these pas-
:i?ms ;yhp;o ti?e forme?‘ 4 ailed. She de-
scended to the ground, and, with the tender-
est caresses, recalled him to lifc over whom
the shades of death were hovering. No other
magic than that of love was needed to revive
her fainting lover. She soon saw those eyes
sparkle, w lustre was to her preferable
to the glare of all those splendid objects with
which she was continually surrounded, She
sought to improve her joy by waking them to
still higher animation. Speech and sense were
restored to Simoustapha: he saw himself in
the arms of her whom, but a few minutes be-
fore, he had in vain invoked, in consequence
of having neglected his box and ring when
he left his palace ; but he was yet too faint to
express his gratitude in words. I understand

ou sufficiently, said the benevolent gueen;
gut our present care is, the restoration of your
health and strength. So saying, she arose.
From the next shrub she cut a rod, and drew
a circle with it round Simoustapha. She found
at hand the necessary plants for the enchant-
ment which she was preparing to perform, and
completed the charm by pronouncing certain
words of unfailing . Immediately the
Indian prince found his health restored: in a
moment after he recovered his strength, a-
rose, and with transport kissed the beneficent
hand to which he was so much indebted. All
the overflowing emotions of his heart were
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ready to pour themselves forth' at once: the
tend{meuof his gratityde could not be other-
wise than pleasing to her who was the object
of it. At the same time, however, he express
sed the most anxious uneasiness respecti
Iigetilsone. Be easy, dear Simoustapha,
Setelpedour: since you were in danger, all my
concern has been confined to yourself. I was
afraid that, if I should have gone to too great
a distance from the seat of my power, plots
might have been framed in my absence, to
favour the malicious views of your enemies.
Besides, your wifc was constantly with her
mother, and I was satisfied with leaving her
my little bird,—an intelligent being, that
would not fail to give her some consolation :
His advices are never impertinent, for he
never says a single syllable that is not true.
However, now that you are recovered, we may
take the way to my palace : you must be in
need of refreshment after so long abstinence ;
and I will then conduct you to your lovely
wife. So saying, the princess called for her
chariot. Three clouds, resplendent with the
colours of the rainbow, descended to where
they stood, and presented two seats to receive
them, more commodious than the best-con-
trived sofas could possibly be. Setelpedour
and the prince seated themselves, The latter
expressed some concern about his horse; but
she had foreseen his fear, and prevented his
wishes. He saw his horse rising on golden
wings through the air, and flying close beside
the delicate seat on which the fond couple took
their way to Ginnistan.

By the way Simoustapha would have re-
lated his adventures, but Sctelpedour inter-
rupted him. Let us forget the snares which
have been laid for you: I know ell the per-
fidy and baseness of your enemies, and all the
distress that you have suffered from their
machinations. But as we are here, Simous-
tapha, alone, in the midst of the universe,
I could wish to remain with you for ever,
were it not giving a fatal blow to two hearts
whose happiness interests me as much as that
of my own. Speak to me of love, and let us
forget both the perfidious measures which
have been entcred into against us, and the
vengeance which we shall inflict upon their au-
thors. Ah! who would not forget them, says
the prince, transported with love, in presence
of the most beautiful object under heaven, who
is satisfied with being loved; and who, al-
though she deserves to have altars erected to
her, only strives to oblige others, and is the
sncriﬁeeheur;elf! e before th i

The clouds stop| fore the gates of the
palace : Simoustapha was there served with
condensed perfumes, under the most alluring
forms, and the most agreeable colours: his
stomach was restored without being over-



regard it as of consequence to her happincss.
us id Simoustapha ; but it inform
why you d iste the power which afe
fords us so mu:g «y‘cae ment. Wt, will inount
our chariot, rephed the queen ; that i meet
only t be um"iu provate : It s becuuse it
prevents mc from espousing onc whom I
passionately love, . .
prince and the queen of the faines did
not arrive without being announced : this was
done by the pretty ird. Zobeule had just
left her daughter’s room, when the charing
creature began 1o ¢ty Sunoustapha l—Sunos.
tapha ! anawered Namounn. What dost thou
sy, my dewr bind} suys the pancess. The
little prattler, however, answered nothing but
Bimoustupha ! Simoustaplia !

Where? from what quarter ! suid Namou
oA, nmninﬁ like one distracted towards the
pate which led w the palace. In the wmean
time the party which the bird had announ.
ood arrived by the window, Simoustapha

of lsetilsone, wham he
and kisses : the queen of
embraced her ; and the it
iing its wings, cried, Brave!

3
&

to the nrms
loaded with tears
the genii likewn»
tie bind,
brave! brave
When this first was over, they
sat down: they peattied, related stories, and
souictimes spoke all three at once.  One
would have unagined that they had not soen
one anuther for an age. At length the repast
was served up.  In such urcunstances, even
although something had been wanting i the
of the caliph, one may cuuly pereeive
w many things they could bave tispensed
th. Namouna, who had had & shart Jjour-
m for nothing, immediately returns, uitrae-
by the nome, to luten at the back<door.
Enter, goud Namouna, cuter ! says Setelpe-
dour to her, no way displcused at the cuno-
old woman. Are

uu are obl
amouna, and 1 wish to do )::?m;mm
vice. Ah! wadan:, that i Very easy to you,
::omdolﬂ_tlﬁnrl:—pm),uwhm. make
young agasin, have & ferable pi
of service to reoder you: j
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restore to you the bloom and"vigour of
;’:t‘zlt'h ? Giv:, m,; only the hundredth lFart of
ours, madam, and I shall think myself more
iful than the full moon. Come, Namou-
na, benot uneasy: you delight in dleerfulnessf
1 wish you to possces more grace than- ever:
you shull have dimples in your cheeks, a
charming shape, and a handsome little foot. I
thank you, madam. [lsetilsone dismissed her
governess; the repast was ended ; and the
queen of the genii returned to Ginnistan,
Sitnoustapha entered the palace, but it was
after. the caliph had retired : It was improper
to disturb his repose ; and they put off till the
mormung the good news which they had to
impart to him. In the mean time joy reigned
throughout all the apartments of the young
prince: the eunuchs awaked all the slaves,
whogot up, and received from Namounaan ac-
count of all that she had seen : they all aban-
doned themselves to transports of joy. She
had nearly wrought sucha changeintheorgans
of the httle mutce, as to restore him to speech.
As %000 ns the caliph had opened his ey es, Si-
moustapha was at his feet: they loaded each
other with caresses : the sovercign instantly
catned the princess Zobeide to be inforned
of a piece of news which so materially con-
cerned her happiness and peace. The muezins
soon gawied the top of the minarets, to sume
monthe peopletothe mosques Thanksgivings
were duetothe Almighty and his great prophet -
theempireof themussulinen had just recovered
the hero to whomn it was indebted for all its lus-
tre. The diinution of taxes, the diffusion of
alms, the release of prisoners, the noise of war-
ke mstruments, the nulita festivals, all con-
spured to testify the joy or3.e Commander of
the Fasthful, and to augment the happiness of
the people, who at last saw their hero again.
Sumoustapha imparted to his family the ud-
ventures which had so unfortunately misled
hun from . He agreed with them
blaming himself for havi neglected the su-
peenatural aud with whict?iis protectress and
the Persan philosopher had furmshed him,
He likewise related in what manner the be-
neficent queen of the fairies had delivered
lim from the snares into which his impru-
dence had thrown him, He laid great stress
on the most triﬂmg iculars, and spoke
with an animation which alarmed Zobeide.
She seized the first moment she could find
to mention this to her daughter. Do you not
feel uneasy, said she to her, on account of
the attachment of the queen of the genii for
your husband, and on account too of the ex.
cess of gratitude with which he g to be
penetrated ? I, madam ! rznlied me I
of the kinduess with which the queen
usl Ah! notwithstanding her power and

be- amiable qualities, had she in my eyes ne
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other merit than that of discovering Simous-

ha’s excellency, she would become the idol
of my heart. If there is one star in heaven
captivated with the charms and virtues of my
husband, it should become my sun. Either
love has a strange effect on my daughter, says
Zobeide to herself, or she has less of my
mind in her than of her father’s; for I would
not be content were I in her place.

The caliph had listened with great atten-
tion to the relation of the last adventures of
Simoustapha. *He made him also relatc all
those which had preceded them since the
marriage of the prince with his daughter ; and
he ordered them to be registered, and deposi-
ted among the archives of his empire. The
Indian prince re-assumed his seat in the pri-
vate councils of the caliph, and in the divan.
He likewise continued to join to his usual
cmployments the agreeable pleasure of pay-
ing homage to the amiable queen of the genii,
who never received the visit of the two con-
sorts without returning it the ensuing night,
and loading them with new favours. She de-
sired Ilsetilsone to come and spend a few
days in her palace ; and the princess, havi
requested leave from the caliph, he grant
his consent with pleasure.

Haroun did not choose that his daughter,
upon whom the queen of the genii had heap-
ed so many presents, should appear at her pa-
lace with empty hands; neither did he wish
that she should be withdrawn any more from
his sight by the etfect of magic; a circum-
stance which had given his people so great
uneasiness, and which had opened their eycs
upon objects of which he could have excused
their ignorance. The caliph ordered his trea-
sures to be thrown open to Simoustapha, and
also every thing necessary to be prepared for
the departure of his daughter, who was to
spend the fine season at Casser-il-Harais, his
country seat, which is at the distance of three
days journey from Bagdad. Cassar-il-Harais
is a magnificent castle, situate on the banks
of the Aggiala, of which the great prophet
Jaid the first stone. Its front toward the gar-
dens presents three hundred and sixty win-
dows: the outside of it is formed of alabas-
ter and marble from the east, coped with
garlands of the most precious jasper: the
doors, which are of aloes and sandal wnod,
turn upon hinges of gold: the inner apart-
ments are inlaid and ceiled with rose-wood.
Nothing can rival the beauty of the furniture,
and the magnificence of the apartments: the
ruby, the emerald, and the topaz, are here
diffused with a lavish hand. Mahomet began
and finished this superb edifice for the accom-
modation of his daughter Fatima, when she mar-
ried Omar-Halab. During the latter period
of the prophet’s abode upon earth, he fre-
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uently repaired to this palace, to receive, by
the ministry of the angel Gabriel, inspirations

from on high. The pen with which he wrote
the twelve last chapters of the Koran is pre=
served here in a crystal cabinet, enriched
with the most precious stones. The garden
which belongs to this palace is more beau-
tiful than any upon earth, In this blissful re-
treat the atmosphere is always serene, and
no cloud ever throws a veil over the sun.
The trees, preserving an eternal youth, are
never cankered with corroding moss ; and the
wasting mildew never robs their branches of
the benefit of the sap : the lcaves, the flowers,
and the fruit e of the immortality of
the trunk, and are continually renewed, with-
out falling or withering. 'I)he perfumes ex-
haled by these flowers exhaust not their sub-
stance : the air is filled with their odour: they
are always defended from noxious insects and
venomous reptiles ; and a refreshing rain pre-
serves coolness and fertility in this delightful
retreat. Birds, adorned with the most beau.
tiful plumage, ever sing in concert their melo-
dious notes. In short, to complete these
wonders, they varied continually, without con-
fusion in their situations, or alteration of their
kinds. The entrance to this garden is shut
against every person except the lawful suc-
cessor of Mahomet and his family: Had a
profane eJ:oerson entered it, he would have
perceived only frightful desarts, from which
the bowling of wild beasts would have forced
him to retire,

Such was the place whither Simoustapha
and his spouse weretoretire: they would there”
be at liberty to visit the queen of the genii,
without seeming to withdraw from the palace ;
It would be supposed that they were absorb-
ed intheenjoymentsof the garden, and thought
that they were fed with ambrosia, or drinking
luxurious draughts of nectar.

Setelpedour was busied in the mean time
in making preparations for their reception ;
but she had reason to fear that Bahlisboull
might endeavour to disturb the happy mo-
ments which she wished them to enjoy. This
monster had been tumbled into the remotest
desarts of Upper Egypt, but she was unable to
strip him of all his power: He was born a
prince, and enjoyed every where, however un-
worthy o{I it, thg privileges ofl el:iis illll:sm’ou.
origin. Upper t is with malig.
nant spirits, the ﬁ{ggmcepe:FGimﬁsm, dlg-
tested in heaven and on earth: they joyfully
united under the orders of a genie so well fit-
ted to command them. Their first expedition,
in consequence of these orders, to Mount
Caucasus, had not been successful ; but
would not have been discouraged, even by an
entire defeat : rage supported them, and ren~
dered them blind to every danger. Created
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Sor acti

% was informed of the
pew resources of , and endeavour-

e was forced to remove from it, and passed
i region, which, however, he
found still more arid, and such aa to afford
him no rest. At length he perecived a sl
of green turf, shaded by & pillar of granite
ﬁ. the scorching mys of the sun. He drew
near, and st down, Fix feet from the ground,
on the base of this monument, he otmerved an
Nﬂq‘y‘ﬁe inncription, on wilich was inscni-
bed, ** Column, cxecute the order of Sctelpe-
dour.”  Soarcrly had he read this inscniption,
on iron chain fastened round his body,
confined him to the pillar. The desart
swen rowchosd with his rour : the moneters
# were torrifiod by the soumd, and
shandoned their desw : the gemes of tis train
flod affvightod ; and he was ket alouc in that
MM.”)\:::I:MWMM'\M
in his to unpntemt .
He s bt cast hin eyes on wrdwmwm
bowad him, andd on the fatal invceiption. Be-
fore he eould road over ol the hwr»;lvm
he lcarned cnough to reduce
80 the wtmost extrenity of ir. The ter-
tﬂedmm.“'l‘boummthumimed!v
wone bat a genie more wicked than thyself.”
Wore the world 10 be reducad to & soccomt
chaos,—should the depths of the great abyws
ap, conld they possibly pour forth
such anathee m he 3 conld anather Kokopile
be fomnd, and be not the grandiather
and pratector of the Star of the Seven Seas ?
Setelpodour having thus secered her tmn.
quillity, reween the sorvice winch she
bad rocvived from the old gnome : she there-
fore called for her, and mid, Tell me, Baktwk,
what can 1 do for you? Queen, rephied the
ol heg, you con do much; and et it may
that what you do shadl be of more
domin than adwantage.  Nobody donbes that
& was [ that gave vou the informstion ; for it is
well known, that, however talative | may be
savoemed, 1 am, at hottoan, diacreet, and tm-
tle mext to nothing that i not to the pan
peme.  Yet there is one small favour which
you sy do me, and which can he attended
with no noes. For want
of touth | stutter in spoaking, to such a dee
groe, that | cnn scarcely have the satisfaction
wvonel myself. Would you but
#iveme two-and-thirty teeth |—Sach & present
give your enemies 100 much room to
, and would he likely to provoke them all

1o oo e i s o vy

v in the reof of your movth. Assure
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their ver; nature forced them to  yourself, waid the old hag, that these four

tecth shall never be exerted you.
Let us now leave old Bekbek, to to
herself by enchantment the ordinary auls of
the toilet, and cast our eyes on Simousta-
pha, preparing to set out with his wife on
their visit to Ginnistan. The edm’s trea-
united

sury was open to the prince.
ricZesofm*themarduonunhwodd
not form such another.
Indian prince saw nothing comparable to the
splendid (lizlay of magnificence which he had
beheld at Ginnistan ; but he found,

other things, a scymitar, the hilt of whi
was adorned with diamonds, so perfect, and
so well mounted, that they seemed to form
all but one piece, He was not so much
sruck with its brilliancy, as with its exqui-
site proportions. It seemed to be a weapon
greatly ahove the common size. To try
whether he could wield it, he drew it from
the scabbard, and made some pushes with it :
the ghttering of the blade struck his eye like
the flash ofF hghtning ; such was the bright
polish of the stecl. He looked on the mark,
and perceived it to consist of some hierogly-
pine characters, which he could not under-
stand.  Upon this he instantly called the ge-
me of the box, to give him the explanation.
Jomul appeared.  Look wpon these marks,
sidl the prince. None but our queen cen ex-
plam the figures, replied the other : they are
nigns : but we know the scymitar:
it fell from the redovbtable hand of Kokopile-
sobe, 1n the grest battle in which he was
routedd by Mahomet. ‘The latter must have
left it to his succewsors, The Indian prince
took the scymtar, and presented it to the cae
liph, as the only gift worthy to be offered to
the ?m'cu of the genies.

The arrival of the guard who were to at-
tead the royal pair to the palace of Casser-il-
Harms wus now announced by the sound of
martial in 4ruments before the gates. It was
8 body of two thousand select cavalry, the

bravest and handwomest youths in Haroun’s
amny.  These were followed by six hundred
knigits in complete armour, ing each a

lance in his hand, and a buckler on his arm,
who were to march immediately round the
princess’s litter. This carringe was borne by
six clephants, the finest that had ever been
seen in India. Twelve camels carried the
baggage; and the eunuchs closed the rear.
The arms which Simoustapha wore were pla-
ted over with gold enriched with diamonds.
Two grooms led forth his steed, who neighed
and his mane for joy to see his mas.
::redmthew ascend u:!isd Tisetilsone ad-
exterity with whi
her hnhps'.leemmgedr_. the mygcncmu, ‘;,l:;t
ecttied animal. i
. his splendid train proceed-
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and repaired, so thit there was no
e to retard chex‘:'do march. Tht«;.'e vast ex-
tent of the buildings nging to the palace
afforded convenient ammmzslﬁon for the
whole party, but only Simoustapha and the
ﬁ:ldm might enter the garden. They be-
its beauties with astonishment and de-
light. One object which it presented at-
tracted the princess’s notice in a particular
manner. This was the tree, the fatal fruit
of ‘which occasioned the fall of the human
race. A serpent lay entwined about its trunk,
from which sitsation it could never remove;
for its eyes were veiled in thick darkness.
An w2ure-coloured bird, having its head and
wings gilded, fluttered round the tree, and
hopped incessantly from branch to braneh:
he bad no peculiar note, but expressed him-
self distinctly in correct Arabic.

This bird had no sooner :perceived the
rozal pair, than he spread out his tail in
token of his joy, and saluted them in the
aosual mamner :———Henlth to the race of
man. There is but one God, and Mahomet
is his prophet.———Tisetilsone was charmed
with his correct pronunciation, and elegance
of phrase. She e:ﬁerly began to question
hin. Charming bi ssaid she, are you plea-
sed to see us here? You are children of
the prophet ; you have come in by the right

, and you are to go out by that which
eads to heaven. But we are going to Gin-
sistan. It is a journey that man goes every
#ipon earth. Do you disapprove of our

ig it? Noj; for you will bring me back
my wife, and we may together call back our
son, ‘Whom you have left in your palace.
‘What ! are you the father of that charming
bird in my possession, who is so very good ?
‘He ‘must become more so. Why does he
wot speak as well as you ? Because he would
not have: patience to learn: he tarned his
back on the light, and refused his homage to
-the great elect of God. And what of your
wife ? She is in Ginnistan : she was too curi-
ous, and she suffers for jt. One may go thither
at pleasme, but it is less easy to x4§et back.
‘Bhe is with Setelpedour then? Yes. Do
you love Setelpedour? I love whatever has
«proceeded pure from the hands of the Crea-
-tor: 1 shall see Setelpedour when she ceases
to be a fairy. Can she cease to be so?
When she J’leases. Do I wrong in going to
-see her? You unconsciously a decree
of fate. You charm me, sweet bird: let us
hring your son. Noj he is a fairy : 1 should
kill him: I cannot see him till the proper
time be come, and then in the company of
his mother. Permit me to eat of the fruit of
this tree. You have the same capricious fancy
-88 the rest of your sex : 1t was thus your first

«
mother drew herself und -you the ¥
nation of Huxn Besides, ﬂ!ll?‘ﬁ-l;it iﬁ-

ary 3, you would find nothing to sat ; and the
serpent would bruise your heel ; so that you
would suffer a real evil, without receiving wny

enjoyment. This must be the tree of knoww
leéiuheni l:_ i:“a. 8 Ibo}tagthat tree. Wheve
is the tree of life¢ In great proplret’s
garden. My pretty bird, since yon know
every thing, tell me at what time, mid for
what reason, the sea wag created. No cren-
ture knows every thing. The sea was crea-
ted on the day of Kokopilesobe’s rebellion
and punishment. The rehels were comdernn-
ed to hollow out the bason which eontaims
it. Lovely bird, may I eat of the other fruits
which are here? Enter the pavilion at the
end of the avenue ; you shall be there served
with a l¢l>pllm:ion It w:s there ‘!&:hﬁuet used
to say his prayers, and perform his ablutions.
From this conversation Simoustapha ‘was
sorry to learn that the amiable dour,
»s she was the queen of the genies, could not
be agreeable to the prophet; and feit
in his heart a s% g{e between his love for
religion, and his affection for that ?leen. He
entered with his wife into Mahomet's pavilion.
They found there all imaginable variety of
the most beautiful and delicious fruits. Af~
ter they had tasted of them, Simoustapha lea-
ving Ilsetilsone in conversation with the bind,
retirned to the palace, and inforwed the chief
of the eunuchs that he and his wife were'to
remain for six days in the garden, during which
they would need nothing. Motives of devo-
tion are always laudable, and the slaves were
far from suspecting that they had any ottrer,
Simoustapha now returned to his wife, who
was still under the tree. He was desirous
of dansahing the bird concerning their jour-
ney. ‘Shall I'call ug;m the genies of the box
or ring? said he. He who is at best of a
doubtful charaeter, replied the sagacious bird,
can have no sort of power hiere. Eivher of
those could only become a tlave in this place.
Tﬁ‘i{e but one of my feathers, anzl}i it alone
will convey you to Setelpedour, ve it to
my wife. "It will bring her to fmember me,
and will afford her means-of returning hisher,
gut lhehmustf conc;al it carefully in %e;h tail,
very thing from here gives imbrage where
you are gzgng. Yeou mag.v think such a trivial
matter us one of my feathers very unfit for the
rpose for which I recommend it ;'but there
.8 nothing useless in'the hands of the Crestor.
The divine bird expanded its beautiful emil 3
a feather fell, and it was instantly transform-
ed into a commodious and splendid chavivot.
The royal pair ascended it, and were soon
conveyed to the feet of Setelpedour’s throne,
She hastened to embrace them, and "dismiss-
ed her divan, with whom she hed little reas



queen perceived

is

anger. I would seat
throne, said she to her lovely visi-

lnotlfnidl.hluLonlanghc nd it

uneasy 8 situstion as My subje

bhave rebellion in thcirham..ﬁy ,.::m’c‘-
tion for es them, to it they
impute all those decisions which arc the un-
binssed dictates of my own reason. If I pre-
vent them from gratifying their mischievous
dispositions, in spresding devastation through

the earth, or if my prevents storms
and wars, all 18 charged to the account of
i vha, I have confined

and even there his restless spirit is busy against
me. Yet nothing can lessen my regard for
you. Iam going to break through all the ties
which now connect me with my subjects: after
their vivlations of their duty, what is there
to maintain our union ! I am impatient for the
time when 1 may be more closely united with
you: my heart has already freed itself from
every other tie. But you must assist me in
subduing my spirit. Come, let your tender

and unaffected caresscs cheer and revive a
soul w of the disorders I behold around

me, and the opposition I meet with. I know
that you come from Cusser-il-Harais. The
fllusive verdure of this place cannot compen-
sate to you the pure delights you have left
behind you there, The companion of the
bird which you have lately left frequently
entertaine me with its account of the won-
derous garden of Casser-il-Harais. Thence,
says she, proceeds that light which enlightens
the world : there it still shines, under a great
variety of emblems. Why can I not set out
with you this vmz-vdny, and return to that
delightful place ? Whenever 1 speak of hap-
piness to my bird, it repeats to me the name
of Cassereil-Harmis,  But it tells me that the
on opeus only to mussulmen allied to
'svicar upon earth. It will not be enough,
therefore, that Simoustapha give me his hand,
for unless the generous llsctilsone will also
receive wo into the closest alliance with her,
1 can mever know the light of truth, happiness,
Can I refuse to adopt you
sister ! answered Lsetilsone: your doubts dis-
tress my heart: you have conquered it, and
it is no loss yours than Sinoustapha’s. With
what delight do 1 give youa share in my heart,
knowing, ss | do, hov&;m.rightyoubnve
ends, replied Setel-

' : 1 have not yet

uﬂwf_thomdwhwhlmefousccp-
tre, or the talisman which has been transinig-
we from my grandfather., I must here

8
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abdicate er, and trample my crown
under fa':.y pgl'ere 1 to choose any other
scene for this act, it would thenbemthou:
the eclat which I desire to give 1, and I
should be covered with confusion, and redu-
ced myself to the necesssity of supplying Bah-
lisboull’s place upon the column to w ch I

have chained him in the depth of the The-
bais : I should be exposed to the v of
all my subjects. But when I shall have ac-

complished these intentions, who can convey
me hence, out of so dangerous an abode, and
bear me to Casser-il-Harais 2 I, said the
rincess, shewing the beautiful feather of the
ird. Here is the car upon which we asce!
ed hither. This feather was given me by the
husband of the bird which is mth you, and
which I have not yet seen. She is here in-
deed, said the queen: she possesses no less
information than her mate, whom you saw in
Casser-il-Harais. 1 know not what could be
the occasion of their parting. Their son, whom
I presentcd to you, came hither after his dis-
obedience : I was amused with his prattle,
which was always laconic, but never false.
Did he not know every thing, he would not
ﬁosscss the characteristic talents of his family.
owever, although his knowledge compre-
hends things past, present, and future, he
knows only a single word of each different
matter, }{is mother must, to be sure, have
come hither to find him out, and instruct him,
for she was continually talking to him. I
remarked their conversations, but did not un=
derstand them. They ended always with this
reply upon his part, signifying that he had
not comprehended what his mother said,—~
Nothing, nothing, nothing; from which it
should secm that they are liable to be
darkened, in consequence of a revolt against
the light of truth. At last the mother be-
came impatient. I presented the son to you ;
and in his situation he was very capable of
doing you service. She discovered no sorrow
for his absence. Since I have become attach-
ed to you, I have been desirous of receivi
instruction, and have asked this divine bi
to give me lessons.  When your brow shall
shine with less splendour, would she say, and
I shall bave recovered the beauties of my
tail, we shall then converse upon
au:gecu of knowledge and truth. I hence con-
cluded that my crown awed her, and held ber
silent; andas toher tail, I had observed, when
she flew, that it did not terminate in a point,
like the tails of other birds; and I wished
her that imgrovement of beauty which she
seemed to desire. The feather which you
bring may probably be that which she wanta.
Let us present it to her, and try to make her
to

speak to us.
1t will naturally be supposed, notwithstand»
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ing this long conversation, that the queen had
by this m attended to the refreshment and
to the wants of her guests. There were inter
ruptions in her speech : a part was spoken in
the hall of the divan; part while they were
at table ; and the rest in the gardens, in which
Setelpedour no longer enjoyed the same plea-
sure as formerly. At last, thin fleecy clouds
spreading over the sky announcedthereturnof
ni 'fhis is the hour which my bird loves,
said the queen. Elsewhere it used to avoid
darkness; here the splendour of day gives it
in ; but I begin to conceive its reasons. The
ird’s was brought, and Ilsetilsone ap-
roached it. My pretty bird, said she, your
usband has sent you by me the prettiest
feather which he had. Health to the daughter
of the prophet! said the bird ; health to the
descendant of him who was sent from God !
health to her whois heir to the virtues of God’s
representative upon earth! Thebirds of heaven
must serve her. My husband has done no-
thing but his duty. The pretty feather which
he sends is to me what a crown is to a queen.
So saying, the bird received the feather with
its bill, and fixed it in its tail, which thus be-
came longer and more beautiful. Why are
you not with your husband? enquired the
princess. Each of us has a particular duty to
verform.  Will yours be soon accomplished ?
ou three are here. Will you now answer
the queen, if she interrogate you upon subjects
of knowledge ! Only half is as yet done. On
whom depends the other half? On him who
is above. Will you inform me, my wise bird,
about what I shall ask of you? I owe you all
the truth which I know. Your husband inform-
ed me when the sea was made; now, at what
time were the stars formed? At the same
iod, in order to replace in heaven the numn-
gzr of the rebels who had been driven from
thence. What is that brilliant star which we
see surrounded by ten smaller ones? The
st is Mahomet, the others are ten distin-
guished prophets.

Setelpedeur, far from being offended at the
answers of the bird, smiled with great compla-
cency. Simoustapharemarked this, and made
bold to offer the present he had brought—the
scymitar of Kokopilesobe. My dear prince,
says the queen to him, when I was mistress of
my heart, and my hopes rested on myself, I
would have given an empire to be possessed
of the formidable weapon whichyou now offer;
but it is only in your bands that it can afford
mesecurity; anditbecomes ofthe highest value
to me, as it insures your safety. Part not
with it till times less troublesome than those
with which we are threatened. O, my charm-
ing lsetilsone! when shall we three know
no other enchantments except those of love 2

The lovers spent three days in the most a-
greeable overflowings of joy; but these plea-

sant moments were disturbed by fears, by no
means imaginary. Setelpedour, all powerful,
because she reigned over the legions of Koko=

ilesobe, reigned, however, oniy in his name s

er conduct was contrary to the conventional
laws established, and sanctioned by custom,
in Ginnistan : No person could command
there till he was entirely subjected to Koko-
pilesobe or Bahlisboull. ~ She bad, by her own
authority, raised to power the mussulman Be-
nelab, who never had bowed under any yoke
except that of God and his prophet ; but she
reigned with such glory in other respectss
she shone so conspicuously by her other great
qualities, that the genii, in their enthusiasm,
by giving her the title of Star of the Seven
Seas, compared her to the resplendent star of
Mahomet : They said, in their pride, Kokopi-
lesobe is the king of kings, and Setelpedour
is his deputy. But the wise Benelab had used
his power with discretion. She had not be-
come enamoured of him: she did not admit
him to her entertainments, nor to all the ses
crets of her court and state : she did not make
him her master; but, sacrificing all for Si-
moustapha, she had done what was still more
cxtraordinary on his account. A woman her-
sclf, she had received a woman, whom she
was not satisfied with treating only as her
equal, but whom she compelled on all occa-
~ions to sit on her right hand. And that mor-
tals might triumph with impunity, she had
banished Bahlisboull and Asmonchar, and had
loaded with chains the most powerful of the
genii, Kokopilesobe alone excepted. These
ncws had penctrated the deep caverns into
which the proud sovereign of the genii had
been precipitated, and every thing was ripe
for a revolution.

Setelpedour was too watchful not to fore~
see and prevent it: She embraced the young
couple, who were seized with terror. De
said she to them; return to Casser-il-Harais
I will very soon join you forever: but let Si-
moustapha be ready at the first signal to fly
to my assistance. Use, added she, addressing
him, the fcather of the bird for your journey 3
and henceforth renounce all succours whi
depend on the power of Kokor.ilesobe.

Simoustapha and his mse returned to
the garden of Casser-il-Harais, and waited
withimpatience the issue of these events,
They restored the feather to the bird. My
wife has done her duty, says it to them: my
feather is always at g:::r service: hold yours
gelf in readiness, Simoustapha: you shall
have occasion for it presently. The queen
of the genii had too much prudence not to
lay the storm before it swelled to an ex.
cessive height. Already the old Bakbak and
her nephew Jazzel, benumbed with terror on
account of some indirect threats imprudent~
ly uttered against them, bad fled to her for
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i i had : drew his scymitar,

e oy sher e i o it B e ] bow. The ight wiich dar-
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i ith this Lallct for Siwoustspba:— prince in a mof

%L‘“’F:':“ sct out inetantly in the same Tod his accomplices, and they all appeared:

carviuge which I lave scut you : bring the
Korun nnd the sabre of your grandfuther.
You ey conp cture my schemie; and my
conduct will fully cxplun 1 0 you Our
dour M ctilione oy wait for us vear the
trev which vhe mentioned to me: the wive
bud will ot nuov': her to I;o ;wl.dammc by
inlicvs leurn.” Stnoustapha had too noble
mul 1o hevitace u noment : He takes the
shivism book ; be arma himnself with the formi-
dalile scymiter ; aad, if the fairy-feather had
not conveyed um so rapidly, he would have
sirived st Ginnistan on the wings of love.
The divan was nwembled : Sctelpedour had
swcendex] the throne: The restless genii ea-
perly obscrved ber countepance, and were
sstonished ot her firmness : She spoke in these
tornw :—1 know that my conduct is blatsed,
and that plots are formed against me. It has
been in power openly to inflict very se-
vmpunianznem. but I disdain all black se-
crecy. If it appears bumiliating to my sub-
Jects to obey my will, it is no less so to me
to be suljjected to laws, the wisdom of which
1 cannot perceive; and I had rather live the
slave o;tlmd). than reign :)‘yﬂ:'uhﬁhood over
corruptadsubjects. Simoustapha then appcar-
:l‘y' to ‘bl:w c‘%t: l:lwonishmem of ltht: nminh
3 im, and placed him by her
sidc. Come and asist me, says she to him,
with a firmer tone, to hold the last council
at which I ever mean to preside; and you,
sebols ! attend. I mean not to reproach you
with rising against me: you have only fullow-
od the i ions of your hearts ; but, in or-
dor that | may forget yeur rchellions, abjure
with me the power we hold of Kokopilesobe :
let us renounce the crisces of my graudfather,
and those which he made us conumt upon the
fatulity of the lot which hurried us into them;
and swear, as I do, upon the divine Koran,
that you will be the slaves of God, and of his
grestprophet Mubanet ! —If the cloud which
oontains the thunder had burst in the midst
:& the dlmm bave produced less sen.
e effects the unexpected discourse of
Setelpedour. Terror suspended their speech ;
the in every quarter, and

sulpbur

cted odour filied the hall.  Ona sud-
. ul noise was heard : It was occa-
aﬂtmw#wwbom

n delivered fram : ;

sobe himeelf, is chains by Kakopile-
. This formidable penis, covered with burn-
ng armour, of frighttul stature, and hideous

thunderstruck. Horrid Tcgkneu m
overspread Ginnistan : sun ;
cnlightened that detestable country; the EM
which had hitherto supplied it was the
of a continued enchantment, the charm of
which was in the crown which Setelpedour
had just trampled under her feet. Simousta-
and Setelpedour with wary steps tra-
versed the d : They arrived at the
apartment of the bird of r-nu!ue. whose
sparkling head enlightened all around : Every
time he moved it, or shook his wings, it emit-
ted a new lustre. Let us be gone, my dear
mistreas, says the pretty bird ; all my feathers
are at your service ; but take along with you
the old Bakbak and her nephew; they are both
benumbed with fear untl know not v:,iulo t1:::]«1
them to take refuge under my cage; but they
have been well advised. Ba{bak and Jazzel
lay in a swoon. They were both bound to
the back of the chariot, which was composed
of the feathers of the bird ; and the victori-
ous lovers, now out of all danger, set out,
without delny, for Casseril-Harais. The
fairy feather which had before conveyed Si-
mousupha now went before, to warn lisetil-
sone of the return of her friends. It assumed
the form of a white pigeon, and placing itself
ou her shoulder, whispered, Simoustapha and
Setelpedour are coming. But you cannot re-
ceive the (Iuecn in the garden, for she may not
vet enter here. Come to the great hall of the
palace, and you shall there find her.

The princess ran thither tomeet her husband
and her deur protectress: the bird followed:
the three lovers embraced. It is impossible
to describe their transports. The thought
that they were now re-united, never to be
more divided, seemed to have raised them to
the lugl:.est piw“l; of happiness. Another
scene of joy av titude passed upon a
table whel'!e)"Simousgt:)ha had laid the Koran.
The two birds had each left its cage, and had
flown to meet each other upon the holy book.
After respectful salutations with their bill and
wings, zheg.;xchmged the tenderest mutual
caresses. denly the small bird, which Se.
telpedour had given to the cal'?)h’l daughter,
which yet remained in the castle, approached
his parents, and, although he durst not rest
upon the Koran, pitched upon the table, till
its father and mother should invite him to
themselves. They assisted him to get
the book, and caressed him; and the little bird
exclaimed, in his own langusge, which had
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and had bu::l:o a believer ‘!l:ﬁ tt*l:em, hf en-
tered u enjoyment o e privileges
of the ms of p&.;dme This little interest~
ing scene drew the pleased attention of the
lovers, But it was necessary they should speak
of their own concerns.

Setelpedour related to Ilsetilsone the cir-
cumstances of her abdication, and the valour
of the hero who had defended her against
the malice of Bahlisboull. The remembrance
of that scene gave new animation to her
looks ; her face to be irradiated

ith glory. Iisetilsone begged her to share
with her the pleasures of the palace garden,
Dear princess, replied Setelpedour, neither

u nor Simoustapha canopen to me the gates
of that blissful retreat. Even the wife of Si-
moustapha may not enter it, unless the vicar
of God upon earth, the great caliph, Haroun
Alraschid, shall have adopted her for his
daughter and thus admitted her toa participa-
tionof theﬂ:culiarprivil s of his family. To
Simoustapha I owe the happiness of beco-
ming a mussulman. It remains with you to
use all ng:: means for comnpleting tg:con-
version of her who was a queen among genii,
that she may henceforth become the slave of
God, and the apostle of the destroyer of idols,
I will meditate upon the sacred book, from
which I have hitherto turned away my eyes.
The angelic voice of the bird will be my in-
terpreter. Return you to the parents whose
delight you are, and to the children who are
impatiently expecting you, and stretching out
their little arms to receive you. Speak of me
to the caligh: tell him that Setelpedour lan-
guishes, like a vine torn from thc elm round
which it was entwined, till she can become
the wife of Simoustapha : that the Indian
prince may marry none but an acknowledg-
ed daughter of the Commander of the Faith-
ful. Say that I will count myself highly ho-
noured in obtaining this appellation, although
1 must always be much inferior in virtue and
in charms :o e‘tihehamiable llsel:ilso?e. Great

n, ied the princess, kneeling,—I am
g‘;erong:p a queen,g;lid Setelpedour, raising
her: my throne will henceforth be in
heart, and in Simoustapha’s. These deci:::
tions were pealed with the tenderest caresses,
at sight of which the young bird was
pleased, and cried, Again ! again! At
Simou and Ilsetilsone set out for Bag-
dad, with the same train who had attended
them hither. After their return to the pa-
Iace, their first care was to entertain Haroun
and Zobeide with the story of the wonders

L2 4
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The generous princess persuaded her fae
ther to adopt Setelpedour for his daughter,
that she might become the wife of Simousta=-
pha. Zobeide could not well enter into her
daughter’s turn of thinking, who seemed thug
to solicit a rival, of whom she might rather
have been afraid. Ah! madam, said Ilsetile
sone, a woman who loves Simous as
much as I do cannot be my rival ; she will
only aid me to promote his Kap iness. The
caliph, more enlightened than Zobeide, rea~
dily comprehended the reasons for his daugh-
ter’s request: having, besides, the highest
esteem for Setelpedour’s character, he deter-
mined to repair to Casser-il-Harais as soon
as the business of the state would permit.

In the mean time Setelpedour topre-
I)nre her mind for embracing the law of the
loly prophet. She sought to enlighten her
understanding with principles of which she
had hitherto been ignorant; she moderated
her lofty, overbearing spirit ; she was already
generous and beneficent, but she now sought
to acquire the simpler and purer virtue of
charity. Charity exerts itselt towards many
objects, and employs a great variety of means :
barely to open the hand is often to bestow a
great deal. Setelpedour had withdrawn Bak-
bak and her nephew Jazzel from the wrath of
the genies. Butawhat was to become of these
strangers upon earth, exchuled from Ginnis-
tan, rejected of heaven ? She resolved to put
them under the same protection with herself,
‘The old woman seeing the queen always read-
ing, observed, It is the Koran you read, ma-
dam. Yes, Bakbek ; I wish you could likewise
read it. Do you and your nephew wish to
know and to receive the truths which it con-
tains ? Nobody is fonder of truth than I. I
have hurt my reputation by seeking it every
where, and speaking it from night to momn-
ing: 1 never suffered any one to dispute it
with me. It is true that in what is called truth
much may always be said on both sides ; but
one needs only to say what may be said on
both sides, and then all is told. Can you,
read, Bakbuk ? Yes, madam, if the writing
be not too small. With this she cast her eyes
upon the first page. The of Gin-
nistan is well known to have greatly declined
from its original purity. The Arabic spoken

there is corrupt ; and it was, to be sure, a very
cor! dialect that the oki woman used. Se-
took the trouble of making her spell

all the letters in the first line :—There is but
one God, and Mahomet is his prophet.
When Bskbak had got these words
heart, Ah! how fine, cricd she, they
hear me speak: I shall make a noise, I war-
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rant them. In an anti-chamber below are
those two rascally genies of the box and the
tin‘i, walking about in & melancholy mood,
with their arms over their breasts,
and who have never lovked into a book ah!
Jct me talk to them., Let us see; let us read
it over cr. Therc is only une—Oh!
very welll 1 will keep them all the day to
their task, till learn to read it with me.
Setelpedour smiled at the gnomce’s zcal, and
the latter went down to the anti<chamber.
Come hither, miscreants! who love devils,
only bocause ye arc two of them yourselves !
Here is the hook which rendered our queen
80 great, 80 good, so gentle, und so formida-
ble, that all the genies wondered ut her, and,
in full day, were suddenly wrapped in dark-
nesa.  See how it is written. The quill was
pulled from on angel’s wing! You coukl ne-
ver have furnished the like, you bats thut you
are! And the ink was made from the jet of
the raven’s eve, that came first out of Noah's
ark. But all this is nothing at all. You must
read like me every word that is written :—
There is—there s but one God—and Ma-
homet is—is his prophet What have you to
say to that, vou sad dogs? You have never
done sny thing to good purpose: You ma
to 7o on as you have done, yet thin
what must happen at tiie Jast ; for, as thishook
says, There is ounly one God, and onc Maho-
met, that are prophets. .

Jemal, who was absorbed in gloomy reflec-
tions on his present situation, and on the state
of insignificancy in which he must live, in con-
sequence of the queew's abdication of her
power, instead of giving uny direct answer to
the old woman, ouly replied, 1 find you are

tly fuiled since your coming hither: you

ve done wrong to forget your false teeth,
Ifail ! repliod she: What does the jackanapes
say ? It well becomes thee truly to speak of
fulse, thou who hast nothing of thinc own a-
bout thee, not even that visage of thine. Be-
ware, for if I once curse thee, thou shalt be-
come Kaussak again, and shalt go on in thine
evil courses. But think that these must have
an cid one day or another, since, if God is
God, Mahomet is his prophet. So saying,
Bukbak carried back the book. Well ! "said
Setcipedour, have you cffected a conversion ?
Oh! madam, od the old woman, 1 can-
not bring those fools tv hear reason: It was
in ninngm 1 repeated to them, There is on-
léone prophet, and one Mahomet, who is
od. S:{. Bakbak ; you are abusing the
language of the Koran:—Thore is only one

, and Mahomet is his prophet.

This conversation was interrupted by the
entrmce of an agrecable visitor, the clyurm-
ing Simoustapha on horucback. He had left
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Bagdad in the moming, before any persom
could be ready to attend him. llequndSe-
telpedour with her book and her birds. She
learned from lumn, with 2 d:greee of satisfac-
tion, which appeared by blushes that
overspread her countenance, that the ahﬁ:
purposed to acknow ledge her for Ius daug
ter ; lsctilsone to receive her as her sister ;
and that both agreed to make her the wife of
the bearer of such sgrecable news. They
asked the birds whether any thing was likely
to arise to disconcert the mtended marriage ?
Setclpedour’s bird replied that she had gone
to Ginnistan on purpose to favour it : He of
the tree saul that the happy accomplishiment
of the marmiage would make sufficient amends
to hun for the long tume he had been depri-
ved of hus wife.  Their son said, with a very
clear and distinet articulution, that a vare
niage which contnibuted so much to his felie
aty could not be other than happy. The
lovers made them repent these things an hun-
dred times.  Simoustapha was soon obliged
wl:cnvc Casscr-i}-llanm': lov;:‘ and duty re-
called lnm to dad, where he ano-
ther mouth bclf’;fi.- the wishes of w‘l our
were accomphshed.

However, the desired period came at length,
The caliph, with his wife and daughter, set
out for their country-seat, attended by four
thousand gentlemen on horseback, with twen-
ty thousand cavalry, preceded by instruments
of military music, and with all the pomp be-
fitting the important purpose upon which they *
went. On the morning of the last day of
their journey, Sinoustapha pushed forwards,
to give betelli)edour previous notice of this
visit, which she was just about to reccive.
The charming queen went out to the outer
court of the palace, to receive her illustrious
guzsts, and was honoured with their homage
before she could prevent 1. Her beauty as~
tonished the caliph, alarmed Zobeide, charm-
ed llsctilsone and Simoustapha, and formed
the admiration of the C ommander of the Faith
ful’s court. It is unnecessary to dwell upon
a description of the ceremonies or festivals on
this great occasion. All the expences were
defruyed out of the caliph’s treasury. The
fruits of the garden formed the choicest delia
cacies of the entertainment. We need not
detail the ceremonies performed by the mufti,
or the perplexities of the people of the law,
nor describe the felicity of a marriage which,
for the finst time, united three tender and
faithful hearts ; neither must we extend our
reflections upon the mutual happiness of the
caliph’s houschold, the Indian prince, and the
inhabitants of Casser-il-Harais. We have been
80 led away by the variety and multiplicity of
events which we have bad to relate,and by the

1
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vast extent of which we have had to
traverse, that we have lost sight of time, which
regulates all here below. Let us now turn to
objects on which he impressed such plain
nmarks, that, while we see these, we cannot
possibly be mistaken with regard to his pro-

Haroun Alraschid’s beard was, by this time,
become much more venerable: His features
still retained all their animation, but his au-
gust brow was furrowed with wrinkles. For
tlie last ten years he had discontinued his noc-
turnal rambics through Bagdad, by which he
had before obtained so much information con-
cerning the conduct of his ministers, and the
rmpcr menns to he used in promoting the

appiness of his subjects. However, while he
saw the angel of death appmnchinﬁ with has-
ty steps, he had at the same time the pleasure
of seeing himself revived in his aminble pos-
terity.  Atten years of age, his grand<on, Ha-
roun Ben-Alraschid, possessed all those per-
fections which we have admired in the prince
of India and his wife. He had other progeny
also, in whoin he was little less interested, to
afford consolation to his old age; and by his
adopted daughter he had soon another grand-
son, a little Simoustapha, as lovely as his fu-
ther.

But all parents were not equally happy.
The father of the Indian prince, instead of
participating the felicity of the caliph, belie-
ved himsclfgunfommate, and his wife shared
his distress. Twelve years had passed since
they had last seen their dear son, who wag
their only hope. Happily for them, the rose-
bush which Benelab had left them had not
withered. It had flourished still more and
miore, and had continued to spread out new
beauties. This shrub served to console them
in the absence of their son, and, as it was a
pledge of his prosperity, it hept them in con-
stant expectation of his return.  Simoustapha
had been unwilling to acquaint them with his

jects while the success was doubtful ; fear-
ing that they might have interfered to prevent
him from prosecuting them. When he had
succeeded to the height of his wishes, he de-
layed, from day to day, to send them notice
08' the state of his affairs; and, although n-
shamed of his fault, unaccountably persisted
in it. How danqe ous is it to put any thing
off till to-morrow! However, a time at last
came when the silence of Simoustapha left
his family to be overpowered with affliction.
E;i:hiensmn: Setelpedour submitted to rtcl:ie l'aw

great et, and finally abjured that
of Kok ilagbr:‘: all her enchant{,neﬁ'tu, and all
that had been performed in her name, were
destroyed. The king of India’s beautiful rose-
bush withered; the inhabitants of his palace
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were overwhelmed with the decpest distresa,
and assumed the garb of mourning. The
death of the royal pair was likely to follow
their distress,

A bird, which was the couricr of some be-
neficent spirits, coming from India,
over Casser-il-Harais: Hetold thisnews to the
birds of paradise. The bird that has been men-
tioned as seated on the celebrated tree said
to his mate, Go, bring me from the apartuent
occupied by the princess a very small glass,
which thou must fill with water from the pond
in the garden. The glass you must tie about
my neck with a bit of ribbon. I am going to
India; our son must accompany me: if it be
asked where we are, tell that T have taken my
son upon the tree to instruct him.  The good
little female did as she was bidden, Away
flew the birds with all speed.  Sumoustapha’s
parents, when they arose next day, found the
rose-bush renewed, and more beautiful than
ever. It was adormed with a new branch,
which seemed to grow out from the former.
The two branches united, and it could hardly
be discerned which of the two supported the
pretty flowers that covered them.  This pro-
digy revived their hopes.  The king and queen
olb ndia sent for their astrologers, to explain
the phenomenon of the decay and the sudden
renewal of the rose-bush. ‘Those sagoes, with-
out hesitation, declared that the prinee’s hte
had indeed been in the greatest danger, but
had lmL)pin been preserved.  All the roses
with which the shrub was decornted they re-
presented as so many virtues and accomplish-
ments which he had successively acquired :
one virtue seemed to give birth to nnother,
and thus were those fortunate acquisitions
intermingled.—Such was their account of the
double branches ; and they knew not better
to which of all his good qualitics the fruits
tho’sc branches had produced should be ascri-
bed.

All these interpretations, which seemed to
be no less clear than just, agreed perfectly
with the first horoscope that had been drawn
at the birth of our great prince Simoustapha,
who was one day to become a model of an ac-
complished monarch, worthy of the imitation
of all the sovereigns upon earth. What a
confort this mysterious emblem of the rose-
bush! But how greatly was the reality above
even this magic representation! The king of
India and his wife, weary of sending fruitless
embassies through the four quarters of the
world in search of their son, determined at
last to set out themselves upon the same er-
rand, as they made no doubt that he was
still alive in some region or other. Should
any dis to censure shew surprise
ar probation at Simoustapha’s extraare

D
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dinary silence to a family which must have
been dear 1o hi, and at the obstinacy with
which fate continued to frustrate all their en-
deavours to discover him, it is to be obser-
ved respecting these circumstances, that if
the Indsun prince bad made himself more ﬁe-
nerully koown, he might have becn recalled
into giu father’s dominions before his mar-
risge with Usetilsone; that Setelpedour, so
worthy of 8 betier fate, might bave remained
queen of the bborred Ginnistan: and here
wa caunot but wonder that divine wisdom
should choose to accomplish its important
decress by the blind and undesigned actions
of men,

At Bagdad and Casser-il-Harais all was

. still prosperity and bappiness. The sensible:
Zobeide formed now & much truer and more
favourahle judgment of her daughter’s happi-
ness, since sbhe had shared the heart of Si
mountuphs with Sctelpodour, and at last o-
groed, that the union of one man with two
woinen might be productive of great happi-
ness to all the three, provided that onc of the
wives happened to be o fairy.  This domestic
happiness was, however, to be interrupted by
a rumour of war. News was brought from
Bassora, that o fliect of innumerable ships was
threntening a8 descent upon the const.  The
cahph conjectured that they might be the w-
fidels coming to revenge themnclves for thew
defeat before Damascus, and ordered a muy-
ter ot solilicrs throughout his empire,  Two
hundred thousand wen were to march to the
wd of Bassors, and nuy other cities that
might be attacked.  OF these Simoustapha
took the commnnd.  The army assembled und
begun their march: Thoey soon arrived at Bas-
sora.  Yortficotious wore raised wherever it
was possible for the coemy to land.  The di-
rection i which the ficet suled was carefully
observod.  ‘The winds secmad to fuvour its
appronch to the land ; and the whole nght
possibly anchag in the road of Bassora.  The
vossels of which it consisted bore a formida-
Me aspect, yet they had not lutherto commit-
tod any act of hostility : the fishing-boats hnd
not been scized or interrupted by them ; and
it acemed evident that they were not infidel.
They hoisted the fng of Indin.

At this i the heart of Simoustapha fuit
ap ext v omotion. A shallop was dis
patched from the lmrgest ship in the fieet,

and rowed to land  Simouatapha, with lus

young son Haroun, went out in one of his own
to meet the Indian shallop. When the two
vessels were within hearing of each other, an

Indinn officer demande lﬁmnmon to land at

Bussora; re nting that the king of India,

who was on one of the ships of the fieet,
was in seacch of his sou Simoustapba, and
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wished to pay his, compliments to his fri
and ally Cl:ﬁah Haroun Alraschid. He at
the sanl:,c time mentim_x:libth?g the Indn;n
monarch was accompanied by his queen. Si-
moustapha eudeavoured to command hls‘f;y,
and refrain from tears. Return to the ship
said he to the officer ; I shall come on boar(i
and accompany you. He at the same time or-
dered his son to prepare the caliph’s shallop
without delay, and with it all the others in,
the harbour.” He then went into the Indiap
boat,and was conveyed to theshipfrom whence
it had been dispatched. The king of India
was in the mean time observing what was
Yaseing in the interview between the shalloj

ie saw a warrior in bright armour entert
which was returning. Some of his servants
were ready with ladders to assist that warrior
to come on board, and the king himself wait-
ed on the deck to receive him. Simoustaﬁﬂha,
before he was known, had thrown himself at
his futher’s feet, and bathed thew with his
tears. The monarch, astonished at such ready
homage in a strange land, raiscd the man who
was thus prostrated before him.  The profu-
sion of tears which covered the counterance
of the youth could not hinder the father from
recollecting features which be so well knew,
and so dearly loved. Nature spoke within him,
The surprise was too great for the streogth of
his sennes, Hle staggered, and fell against the
mast of the ship, crying out, My son, my son !

This expression, andtheaccident with which
it was nccompauied, called up the queen, who
ningled her tears and embraces iu the arms
of hier son and her husbund; and they all three
epjoyed the sweetest scusations of nature.
These dehightful fechogs were kindled anew
by the sight of the tender shoot, who soon
afer arrnved.  The youn aad charming Ha-
toun, i complete armour at the age of eleven,
and uniting grace with innocence, was led on
board by the most considerable knights in the
Mahowmetan anmy, and found himsclf in the
arms of parents whom Simoustapha bud so
often meationed. The joy of this y fami-
ly will admit of no description. The Indian
king landed at Bassora; the caliph was freed
from uneasiness respecting the ficet; and the
hope of secing his ancient fricnd shed a gleam
ot joy over his declining days. These impor-
tant news reached Casser-il-larais, and E;
piness was communicazed from the heart of
the princesses to that of their children; even

the to of it;
thin nhumgene:lﬁk; e

conducted by Simouatapha,
by four thousand knights; and the caliph ¢
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out to meet them with the most magnificent

retinue ; and these af}‘ecgonatc :‘rdxends were

again united. Bagdad had assumed a new g
et and the Indian monarch enteredll?;

nder :el’ong succession of triumphal arches.

e caliph had displayed all his power to give
a suitablgh reception? toybis friend and ally, The
most splendid ceremonies were consecrated
by the most solemn acts of religion, and were
crowned by public rejoicinﬁs. ]

There yet remained to the king and queen
of the Indies a very interesting journcy. It
was that to Casser-il-Harais, where the two
princesses, Simoustapha’s wives, and their
charming family resided. The caliph immedi-
ately ordercd preparations for this journey,
which were, in no respect, inferior to those
which Bagdad just beheld. The princesses had
been informed of their intention ; and theban-
ners of the caliph and of the Indian king were
even seen streaming in the air. Messengers
had gone before the advanced guard. They
at length arrived; and, in the transports of
mutuaftaﬂ’ection, these two fumilies felt the
most agrecable emotions of naturc: The

ucen of the Indies then recognised all the
Howers of the first rose-bush, could never be
satisfied with looking at them, and affcction-
ately pressing them to her bosom. After a
magnificent repast, they entered the enchant-
ed garden, wherc a feast, as ravishing as it
was unexpected, awaited them. By order of
the three birds of paradise, all the rest were
assembled, and formed a melodious concert ;
and if they alighted for a momenton the grass,
they resentcf to the eye a plot of au anima-
ted flower. At this harmonious sound the
antelopes and other animals appeared to frisk
in measured time, and form a rural dance:
The silver fishes left the sandy bottom of the
basons in which they lay, and with their va-
ried scales reflected t{e bright rays of the sun:
The water appeared a liquid rainbow, whose
different hues delighted the eye; and if our
lovers wandered in those delightful groves, it
was only to share their transports, by talking
of them.

But it was now time for the Indiun king to
impart to his subjects the happiness of bhis
successful voyage. Simoustapha and his two
wives must go along with him ; and, to com-
pensate their loss, the caliph detained the
young Haroun Ben-Alraschid, whom he mar-
ried to an only daughter of one of the sons
whom the Commander of the Faithful had
lost, and who, from that time, became the
presumptive successor to his crown.

Si Hlsetilsone, and Sctelpedour
embarked with their family for India, and in
tears took leave of the younﬁol;!aroun. He
attended his relations to the shore of the sea,
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and, after embracing them, Raise anarmy, said
he to his father; I will usk one from the ca-
liph, and with thesc united we will vanquish
and bring back to ourselves all the infidels.
I will have the Jdcasnrc of seeing you again,
and will bring along with me my little Yalide:
we will behold and embrace one another; T
will caress my mother and my sisters, and we
will all be happy. The fleet had already left
the sea of Bassora, and was in full sail for the
Indian shores, where they arrived, aftera pres-
perous voyage, and completed the happiness
of the people. Sctelpedour found there a
hapginess and peace to which all the crowns
of Ginnistan were not worthy to be com-
pared ; and Simoustapha reccived at length
the reward of those virtues which the Persian
philosopher had planted in his heart.

Scheherazade having finished the history
of Simoustapha, stopped for a moment. s
this the whole history ? said the sultan: it
has interested me much, particularly on ac-
count of the birds. I am extremely sorry that
they did not all three sct out for India : They
would have contributed, in a considerable de-
gree, to preserve the peace of the fuwily.
Could I enjoy my wish, I would be vlwtfy

leascd to have one of these birds. You have
for I forget nothing,) told me of 8 fish-
erman who wished to throw nets of silk into
the water; but T would willingly hunt these
birds with nets of the seed of pearls.

This funcy might prove dangerous, Obh mag-
nanimous sultan ! replicd Scheherazade : the
birds of paradise are not tahen in snares like
thesc: you might catch those of Ginnistan,
which would appear to you equally beautiful,
but which, wit{nn, a8 mil a8 without, are per-
fidious and false. As day is not yet near, I
could relate to your higlness a very tragical
and short gtory, that would make you distrust
any connection with these wonderful birds:
It 1s that of Alibengiad, sultan of Herak. I
will hear it with plegsure, replicd the sultan,
And Scheherazade thus began : —

The History of Alibengiad, Sultan of Herak,
and of the false Birds of Puradise.

ALIBENGIAD, sultan of Herak, and one of
the descendants of Ali, was at war with the
caliph Moawias. Ile thought to lay e snare
for the caliph, by drawing him into u narrow
pass, betwixt some heights of which he had
made himself master. Moawias made his ar-
my march slowly, and so as to induce the
encmy to believe that he was under no suspi-
cion of the stratagem they had employed
against him. But Alibengiad was soon de-
feated, his army cut in pieces, and he him-
self taken prisoner, and shut up in a fort upap
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the Aggiale, n few leagues distant from Casser-
i-tarais.
This monarch be'mghn man of a bad heart,
had been a curse to his subjects during his
ycign, and now wanted firmness of mind to
support his misfortunes. His time was spent
between transports of passion and of despon-
dency.  His only socicty was an eunuch fif-
teen years of age, who had been shut up with
him, and with whom he used often to hold
the miliest and most childish conversation.
He cxpressed huis surprise that such a man
av Moawias, who passed his time i praying,
should 1n war be able to take such sudden
steps for disconcerting s encimses, and should
foresee thewr devns without seeming to have
enquired after them,  Our caliph, sad the
httic cunuch, needs not to employ so many
spics, or to take o wuch paus. When -
formed that enemies are conung against him,
he mounts his camed, taking with han some
small supply of provisions: s bud of para-
dise goen before ’uu o and aequannts him with
those crcunntances where the enemy fies
sen to an attack, thewr stratagorm-, and all
thewr manwavies.  What burd 1y that 7 wnd
Albengiud.  1tave you never heard, rephed
the canuch, of the Yieds 1 the gudeos of
Cor-eraib Hurin, not far from this? They were
first pluced i that garden by Mahomet, nor
do they ever feave 1, exeept on some ermmd
in the service of the prophet. There s much
talk of them m the paince, because the wo-
men have ween them, Those irds are samts,
T hey ure pertectly acquimnted with the Ko,
and speak very distimetly. They are said to
be cnpibile of doing aimost any thing. 1 have
bonrd an hundred stores of thew, so that
1 have often even dreamed of thein ; but un-
less 10 & drenm, I veser saw them, They
have & most besutiful sppearance when mo-
ving through the mir : oue would think it u par-
cel of green wik fyving, so hght and fine are
their feathers, Qur great caliph has certunly
one who wlwnys serves and apeaks to him, al-
though neither seen not heard by nny person
ehe; and he accordimgly knows all that 1
done w the palace. We bad 8 black among
uy, who smd he had onc of those lurds, who
hedped him to reevnver whatever was lost; hut
hia bird did vot hinder him from drowning
hanself in the lifara.

The folly and ext:avagance of the sultan,
which were t before, were rased
o usull lngher pitch by thenccount of these
wotders, and uthers with which the cunuch
was constantly entertalning him. 161 had &
bind, <aidd be to himself, such an Mouwias has,
it unght help me to escape from this confine-
ment. | might by its uid recover my owa do-
o, 1 should rmse an army, and come
sgunst the cabph: our power, consisting in
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ad natural and miraculous, might thus
bev;:\t:ns;d, and we should see which of us

two was to have the victory. Casser-il-Ha~
rais is not far from this. If I could make

them hear me, 1 might persuade one of the
winﬁcd inhabitants of that garden to come to
my help. Come ! come ! come to me! cried
the sultan, in the heat of his fancy. Come,
celestial and powerful birds ! The throne of
Herak, and the noblest empire that I can con=
uer shall be your cage. Alibengiad was o
ull of this idea, that he forgot his evening
and morning prar'rs, in which, although a he-
retic, he had hitherto been very exact. But
the marvellous birds now occupied all his
thoughts, and he addressed his vows to none
but them. I saw one of them last night, said
the cunuch to him one morning, and I thought
in my drcam that it spoke to me. Ah! hap-
y thou, rephied the sultan: I would give
alf my blood only to see them in a dream.
When night came, this thought kept the sul-
tan awake, which was not the way to have the
dream that he wished. But at nudnight he
heard a «udden tapping at lus window, which
was on the omside about an hundred and
twenty feet high,  He looked and saw the
window illumimated as if it had been day. He
exannned 1t enrefully, and saw a beautiful
turd perched on the grating without. At this
mpht Alibengiad was ravished with joy and
surprise,  He invited the bird to come in,
No, sindd the wonderful anamal ; but with such
distinct articulation, that it scemed to whis-
per i his ear, I, however, thou art curious
to have me, we may make our terms, After
uttering these few words, the splendid bird
diappeared 3 and Alibengiad supposed him-
selt on the pomt of becoming one of the hap-
prest of men,

The cunuch had been asleep, and had seen
or heard nothing of all this. “Alibengiad ac.
quainted him with his good fortune. Next
might they kept both upon the watch, but had
only the pleasure of passing a sleepless night,
Several days passed in the same state of im-
paticnce and watchfulness. At last the bird
appearcd again at midnight. 1 was inclined
to you, said he to the sultan, by my own
private scntiments, as well as attracted b
your prayers, which I heard in the garden of
Casser-il-Harais. 1 have now obtained per-
mission to speak with you. Are you wiﬁic
that we make a mutual 'ment ! With :ﬁ
my heart, replied Alibengiad. Arise then, and
let me in. The sultan arose. Stand in the
middle of the roum, said the bird, and repeat,
word for word, after me, what | am ing to
say : Open,chamber; I order thee in the name
of Mahomet—Bird, come iu to me; I com-
mand thee in the name of the God of the
carth, Alibengiad, quite transported, repeat.
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ed those words, and the bird immediately
perched on his shoulder. The blaze of light
which surrounded him illuminated the cham-
ber; the eunuch was terrified, and fell ;i;roz.-
trate on the ground. What wouldst thou have
of me, said the hird, and of the master to
whom I belong? Deliver me from this con-
finement, replied the sultan; convey me back
to Herak ; re-cstablish me on my throne, and
avenge me of Moawias. All this shall be donc,
but we must begin with getting out. Orderthe
iron grate which opposes our passage to fall
down, by the name of Mahomet. Alibengiad
obeyed without hesitation. Order me, in the
name of the great God of the earth, to mnake
thee a chariot, which, before next night, may
convey thee within sight of tlerak. Aliben-
giad, full of joif;ul hope, gave this new order
with pleasure, having already secn the grating
of the window disappear. Keep the cap of
the turban, said the bird, but give me the
muslin sash. Of it will I make a chariot to
convey thee and the eunuch hence. The sul-
tan readily complied with this demand. You
shall have your chariot instantly, said the bird.
So saying, he took the sash by one end in his
bill, and carried the whole piece out of the
window. Almost instantly after, Alibengiad
saw through the aperture a very convenient
chariot, in which the bird was yoked by light
ribbons of crimson, and silk, and gold. He ad-
vanced boldly to the window himself, stooped
to pass through it, and seated himsclf in the
chariot. Within a few minutes, said the bird,
as he put his foot on the chariot, thou must
repeat after me the confession of faith, which
I shall dictate. Most readily, replicd the sul-
tan, who was very impatient to be gone. If
thou failest but in one word, thou shalt plunge
into the river Aggiala, there to perform thy
last ablutions. Butget into the chariot, and re-
peat distinctly what I shall bid thee, before
thou sittest down. In the name of the great
Kokopilesobe,the only God of the earth, I de-
sire to set out for Herak. What sayest thou
then, bird, said Alibengiad : There is but one
God, and Mahomet is his prophet.

Hardly had he uttered these words, when
thechariot dissolved,and became muslinagain.
The bird flew away, and the body of the man,
having nothing to support it but the slight
stuff, fell down upon the rocks at the foot of
the tower, where it was washed by the river.
Yet he escaped with life; forso much of the mi-
raculous virtue did there still remain in the
muslin of the turban. Alibengiad was, how-
ever, so stunned by the fall, that he now lost
the small share of common sense which he
had before poesessed, and fell into a state of
fatuity. The fishermen took him ug, and car-
ried him to Moawias, The caliph being in«
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formed of the adventure by the eunuch, who
had not as yet set his foot upon the chariot
when it was dissolved, considered the un-
happy accident which had befallen the sultan
of Herak as a judgment inflicted by the ordi-
nation of Heaven and the will of Mahomet,
and gave corporal liberty to him who, by the
decree f the Most mgﬁ, had been deprived
of freedom and energy of mind. The eunuch
lzd him about through Bugdad as an object of
curiosity, and shewed him to strangers’in the
khans, as the Sultan of the Bird. ~ Alibengind
being now perfectly stupid, answered only by
an unmeaning laugh to all questions that weie
put to him.

Have you finished, said the sultan to Sche-
herazade: your story is an importaut one, and
the more so, because you have, in more than
onc place, addressed yourselfto me. Do you
think that I am wrong in the head, because I
am fond of birds? Invincible sultan, replied
she——Well, well! I'his is enough. But re-
member that I will suffer no one to ridicule
any one of my fancies; and be more discreet
in the choice of your stories. If I remember
right, there is another in which mention is
made of birds which were sent to the king of
Egvpt.—Your majesty said Scheherazade, no
doubt thinks of a’history belonging to a very
remote era, long before the Koran enlighten-
ed the world. I will relate it as soon as your
highness shall order me. Speak then; I an all
attention, said the sultan ; but remember !—
The amiable sultaness understood him, made
a slight reverence, and thus proceeded =

History of Sinkarib and his two Visiers.

AT the time which I have just now men-
tioned to you, sire, Sinkarib reigned in Ni-
neveh and Thor, over the empire of Assyria.
This prince was called to the throne at a very
carly age, and had many natural virtues ; but
a taste for pleasure made him neglect his af-
fairs, to that degree, that the minister who
relieved him of them might promise himself
an absolute authority over him. Fortunately
for this young monarch, he had the wisdom to
retain, in the station of his first minister, the
same visicr who, with equal splendour and
wisdom, had governed Kssynu during the
reign of his father : Hicar was his name. This
man was the best informed of his time in all
the known sciences. His wisdom, firmness,
the resources of his mind, and the high repu~
tation he enjoyed, constituted the happiness
of the people, and the safety of the empire.
Hicar was possessed of immense wealth ; and
his palace resembled an entire city. The de-
sire of having heirs, more than a misplaced
vanity, had induced him to marry sixty wives
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succcrisely. He bad builty <iety Maksuras,®
and allotted one to each of his ‘wives, as her
own pev nlinr habitation ; but no fruit of these
warriages had yet appearcd; and unfortunate-
Iy e was more afflicted with this circum-
stance than beeame o man of o great Wis
dom.  Though Zefagoie, his first wife, _had
still maintained the empire she had acquired
aver his hoart, yet o' exhorted him to resig-
nation m sain. . A Juld, would she say to
himn, is not always a blewing from heaven.
You kiow 1 hal n sister, whom grief for 4
child Lrought in sorrow to the grave.  Sub-
mit, iy dear Hicar, toa decree which, un-
der the apprarance of londing you with afflice
tion, ts porhaps i reality saving you from
wam soitoma. Hicar p.'m[;;rvul Jeference to
Hun spouse 3 whe was Sinkari’s aunt, and had
never boasted of herbinh, Her conduct had
been most umiable and printcnt, and gave her
a claim both upon his nﬂ‘m tion und his e<teem.
Ashamed of the step he wns about to tak,
he concealed from her his baving sent for as-
trolugers, to comsult them repecting the
means he should employ in order to have o
son. The astrologers, flattered with the con-
fidence of u person of his rank, returned an
answer immedintely, and advised hing to offi
a sacnifice to Bilcfmnmu,i from whom he
must obtain the blessing he desired.

Hicar was o nuttee of the country of Ha-
ram, und had brought from thence the know-
Yeddge of the true God = Iinpelled, however, by
an ircosistble decree, he went to the high-
priest of Bilelanam, ordered o saerifice, and
consulted the oracle: but the oradle was -
Jemt, und the nghepriest, serized with terror,
perswalad the visier to withdiuw,  Saarech
was he without the tewsple, semeely had he

fouked nround on the works of the God of

nature, whon remone troubled his conseienee,
and he saw the offence he had committad
against the nuthor of this astonishing wok,
inuplu'um his confidence m a weak dol, and

ering before it adoration and sacrifice. Im-
prossad withthesesentiments, he raised his eyes
to heaven. Oh! sovereign Creator, exelaimed
lw, Bilelsanum is silent, because he wan form-
«d to be »o, und grants me nothing, beeanse
he has nothing to bestow ; but thow, who art
posseased of alimighty power, who hast hither.
to with-held what 1 Diave so often tshed, hear
und auswer this request, the last 1 shall ever
dare to adidress to you—grant me ason ! Af-
ter this imvocation, the visier, with downcast
cyes, und his bands thrown ucross his breast,
war cndeavouring to recolleet himself, when
suddenly be heard an aérdal voice. Hicar,
waud it, leave off importuning heaven: thou
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shalt not have a child ; but thou mayest adopt
Nadan, thy sister’s son, and make him thy heir.

Hicar returned home ; and, without men-
tioninz to Zefagnic the sacrifices he had of-
fured to the ido), communicated to her the
command which he thought he had received
from heaven. The virtuous spouse yielded a
cheerful obedience to God and her husband ;
and from that moment they adopted Nadan
as their son, and united their cares and af-
fection upon him, who scemed destined to
them froin on high. Nature had lavished
all her stores on Nadan: he appeared dili-
gent and studious: he seemed to repay the
hindness of Hicar and Zefagnie, and promi-
sedd even to surpass their most sanguine hopes:
he had a lively and penctrating genius; but
all his talents and virtues were assumed § and
such was his artifice, that whatever he affected
to be appeated perfectly natural. ' With this
dunzerous defect of character he joined a
deep reserve : he was always cautious, and
never off” his puard. 1 should wish to find
our child guilty of one fault, would Zefagnie
sy, were it only to sce in what manner he
would extricate himself; for 1 really think
him by far too perfect.

Nadan was at this time in his twenty-fifth
sear, adorned with much knowledge, and
deeply skilled in the affiirs of government
and politics, in which his undle took great
plersure to instruct him.  Though sccretly
devoured by ambition, he never betrayed the
smallest epark of it, and moderated all his
prssions so well, that it was never suspected
any of them could pain an ascendant over
him.  Hicar, deccived by these appearances,
and wishing to ![,M nd tﬂc remader of his
days in repose and peace, determined to ask
the King’s pormission to retire, and the ap-
{u_»muu(-nt of his nephew Nadan to succeed
im. Sire, said he to him, it will shorth be
fhrty-seven years since ¥ have had the honour
of devoting myself to the service of vour il
lustrions father and your majesty.  Old age
I nasvaidably accompaniced with decay 3 and
I have no longer that activity which is neces-
sary for the proper discharge of the office I
still hold. For sexcral years past, haying forc-
seen that the time would come when my
strength would be unable to second the efforts
of my zeal, 1 adopted one of my sister’s sons.
I zave him such an education as would en-
able him to serve you with propricty.
pily his natural talents have seconded all my
vitws ; and 1 flatter myself that I have form-
td a more able minister than myself. Sen-
sible of the favours with which your majesty
has honoured me, 1 shall ever be grateful for

* A suall detached pulace, inhabited by a single wife, apart from her rivals.

t Bilclsanamm, the oracle of Bel, the chief god

of the Assyrian
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them ; and while I beg your ‘permilsion to
Tetire, you may still depend, sire, upon my
attachment for life.  Yet I hdpe, with a grand
visier such as Nadan, ydu will stand in fo
need of my counsel, and that the abilitics of

hich e s possessed will fully supply the
)‘!lace of my experience. Sinkarib asked to

ee the person whom Hicar praised so much.
?\10 man was ever possessed of a more win-
ning appearance than Nadan: He rophed to
such qpestions as the king thought proper to
put to him with a secming modesty, and, at
the safne time, with a soundness of judgment,
which discovered a maturity of knowledee
that delighted the monarch. You this day,
said he to Hicar, complete the obligations I
am already under to you, by the favour you
have done me. I will crown your work, by
calling Nadan to the office you wish to re-
sign, and from which, with regret, I see you
retirc. But I still wish you to be the first
ﬁn’ncr in my dominions, and to retain all the

onours of the high station you abandon.
You shall always have free acccss to my per-
son; and my car shall be always open to the
wisdom of your advice.

In the mean time the khing ordered Ticar
to be dressed in the finest robes, and a gold
nechlace to be given hum, on which his name
was engraved, and which was ornamented
with diamonds : he also appointcd a fostival
to be celebrated for eight days throughout all
his dominiens, in honour of his ancient visicr,
and of the instalment of his successor. Tlic
insignia of office were immediatcly deliver-
ed to Nadan; he received orders from the
king for the management of busincss, and re-
turned to the palace of Hicar. My dear
Nadan, said his uncle, you will no longer
have time to hear your mother’s advices or
mine ; but forget not, I beseech you, those
we have already piven: Itisby following them
that you have obtained the fasour I have now
procured for you. But I must inform you,
that in proportion to your elevation you are
ex setf) to danger ; and I request that you
will still listen to a few advices, which till
now would have been premature, but which
at present are of the utmost importance.

ou are sbout to be invested with great
power : Employ it all for him who bestowed
1t on you: Remember that he is jealous of it,
. Let respect prevent you from bcing fami-
Yiar with your sovereign, and rescrved with
your inferiors. You have now no equal, and
You can have no friend. X

Be not the dupe of the court by which

{ou will be surrounded. The tree that is

oaded with fruit attracts the birds: they all
‘flock to rejoice and wanton on its branches :
‘but as soon as it is stripped it is forsakeén,
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becomes the sport of the winds, and is cover-
with the dust.
attery will strew your way with flowers :
Tncemse will smoke around you ; the sandal,
the aloes, and the amber will burn: Leam
to {:!'R a just value on such homage.
he man who shall praise you to your face
is not the thost damgerous: But be afrnid of
him who c#n inspire you with pride without
appearing to admire yon.
our situation will draw around yon the
followers of fortune: leave her her votaries ;
one day they will be forced to desert her.

Keep yourself detached from the crowd:
look upon them, but follow them not.

After your labours, retire to solitude ; you
will there meet reflection, the best company
for you.

You will find yourselfin a state of affluence;
suffer it not to become burdensome to yon,
otherwise it will destroy enjoyment.

Not to be able to live without superfinities
is to be dead. Pleasare, of whatever sort, blunts
and cnfecbles the powers of sense.

Intemperance reduces man to a level with
}t)hc brutes ; it renders him first weak, and then

asc.
. Be courteonts to all, but familiar with none.
our presence ought ever to i e respect.

Put babbling talkers to uil:énnt:: : thep:fln
has run his course, and still they are prating,
but saying nothing ; they are th of time.

Never talk ina high tone; it is & sure mark
of iznorance.

Listen with patience: encottrage the timid :
be not frightened from your point by confi-
dent answers. If any man resist you to your
face, recollect yourself leisurely, in order that
you may judge with coolriess, whether to be
firm or obstinate.

Never expect good frorh the corrupt. A ri-
ver may as soon flow back to its head, the
wuter of the sca cease to be bitter, or a raven
become white, as innate wickedness beconte
productive of good. Be merciful. Mun is dftén
under subjection to circumstances, and to pe-
culiarities of character.

When you deal out punishment wpon the
guilty, shew, even in your looks, a degree of
tenderness mixed with gravity: femeniber that
you arc the organ of the law, not the execu-
tioner,

Be kind to the poor, but drive far from you
him who comes to ask you alms in a pompons
dress: Yot might sooner ruin the state than
satisfy his avarice,

Put covetousness far from you: She always
misunderstands her own intcrests. Avoid pro-
digalifg : She sows by handiul<, and resps no-
thing but sorrow.

en the torrént s eéxhausted, the travel.
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ler passes by, and despises it: cven the earth
that has drblznl\ it up i little the better for it.

Be passionately concerned for nothing but
the public weal: you will then serve all the
world and yourself.

When you intend any enterprise, shut your
lips: when you set out to carry it into exc-
cution, line your sandsls with linen.

The wecret which is blabbed burns the
tongue. The rumour wiich precedes or march-
cs nlong with a project disconcerts it.

Respect the bifc of men; they are your
brethren, .

Shew your mexdesty in your first setting out
you ml(lﬁerwudn shune with the greater
br luney.

OF ull treen, the almond tree s the first
caverid with flowers, but the last to yicld ats
frant. Brntate the mulberry tree;at yiclds s
frunt before the leaf appears (Thercis a mul-
berry tree of this hind 1o Arabun.)

Endeavour to furesee obstacles. A cock-
boat st scn muy rude over the first billow 1t
encounters, but will soon be sunk by a suc-
cession of waves

Hicar, after giving these sage advices to the
young mimister, which he rrﬁumrd that he
was to follow, presented him to Zefagme:
they both cmbraced hun, and expressed the
warmest wishes for lus prospenty and honour.
‘The gates of the rulucc were opened, und he
recewved the usual compliments upon his ele-
vauon to the glorious post to winch Ninhanb
hadd ruised tum.  Nadan was not of a charac-
ter o be dazaled by those tirst flattering marks
of the royal favour.  His defects haud escaped
the discernmoent of hus undle ; and he was too
wise to display himsell’ too catly.  On this
occamon he recetved his new ondais 1 such
& manner as to prove humself not unworthy
of them,  He went immedintely to the roval
paluce, to take his seat 1n the divan, anud t
a court at once bolliant und numcrous.  In

the eyes of Hicar he appeared fully worthy of

the honours to which his 1nterest had raised
him. Sinkanb, sunk as he was 1 the softness
of luxury, had need of a vigilaot and enlight-
encd minmter ; and such a one he found in
Nulan, He soon cane to prefer the young
visier to him who had retired.  Nadan will-
ingly joined in his amusements, and shewed
hunself no cnemy o the pleasures of the pa-
lace. The monurch and his visser soon E\
came inseparable, and business was neglected.
Murmurs and complaints began to arise. Hi-
cnr was disturbed in his retirement, and was
obliged to c:rm- his alarm to lus nephew.
Naudan hea uﬁim bn‘-lqmtfully. promised to
correct i t paid no to what
e iad provaised-s” New dorders succectud
The old visicr became more anxious and more
importunate. He went to communicate his
uncasiness to the king himself, but fouud the
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monarch prepossessed against him, Nadau
had palliated the evil in his sovereign’s eye,
and had begun to represent his uncle in an
unfavourable point o view. Old age had, he
said to the king, rendered Hicar sh and
timid. He can no longer cnter into the de-
tail of business, yet would still conduct it:
although now too fechle and languid to hold
the reins of authority, yet he daily regrets that
they have been removed out of his hands.
Hus strange huwnour distresses me; and if I
were to follow s dircc 100, it would be im-
potsible for mc to terminate any one affair to
your majesty’- advantage.

When Hicar prosented himself to Sinka-
rib, he soon percenved the effect of the pre-
Jjudices against i, that had been instill«-(r in-
to the royal bosom. Ihe hing reccived him
coldly ; and when the visier mentioned busi-
vess, acvised him to confine his cares to
hi- own health, T know perfectly what you
would say, added he: the complaints of
those turbulent »{nritu are absolutely ground-
less. Your nephew Nadan has only obeyed
my orders, and has perfectly done his duty.
However, receve my acknowledgments tor
these new proc s of your zeal ; and, above all
things, have a care of your health, which lic-
gins to decline very fust Hicar went away
mortified, and 1 confusion.  He threw him-
self weeping into the arms of his wife. Dear
Zefagme, sad he, that Nadan, that son whom
we looked upon as a gft from God. bestowed
for our consolation, and for a blessing to As-
sy ria, hias robbed me of the confidence of the
hing.  He will rain all, and 1 shall be the
cause.  Let us not distress ourselves, Hicar,
rephed Zefagme. 1, no less than you, was
scduced by specious appearances : T contri-
buted to your deceiving yourself with re-
spect to his character.  But we must not say
that divme goodness has been an accomphce
moour folly.  I'hat voice which seemed to
come down fiom on high was not the voice
of Heaven.  But you have been permitted to
impose upon yourself, because vou went to
the temple of Bilelsanam, to ask that progeny
which was demied you by the eternal dccrcg
I have since meditated lfpon that un(ortunnt(;
arcumstance.  If the Most High had intend-
ed you an heir, 1t was as easy ?'or him to give
you onc from your own body, as to strike your
car with an unsubstantial sound. Im ture
has been permitted to punish you for idolatry
which, in a man of your knowledge, was .b.'
solutely unpaulouah{':: and hence have you
been constrained to Nadan. Hea{'en
grant that he stop here! The mask of hy po-
crisy by which we have been so long deceived
may conceal yet more odious and dangerous
practices. These reflections of Zefagnie were
w'se and profound. But Hicar, whose heart
still a tenderness for his nephew,



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

would not suffer himself to suppose that the
young man could be so wicked as to enter-
tain any such designs as those his wife hint.
ed at. Nndan already felt the ~tings of re-
morse for his ingratitude, yet he continued to
pursue the ruin of his benefactor, whose looks
and remonstrances he dreaded, and whose re-
putation he envied. He contrived to draw
up an anonymous libel against himself, but in
such a shape, that it appeared to be the work
of his uncle. He filled it with false and ground-
less imputations ; yet the whole had a speci-
ous appearance, and the air of being dictated
by zeal. Sinkarib received this work, and com-
municated it to Nadan. The artful minister
in a moment removed the effect which might
have been produced by his own imposture.
He, however, failed not to admit that only
Hicar could be the author; and at this thought
he pretended to be moved even to tears, and
besought the king to pardon the ageand weak-
ness of his uncle; not, however, without ta-
king proper measures to remove from his
councils a man who had given so many proofs
of his fatuity, and who made himself the tool
of intrigue. You have left him, added he, a
numerous guard. That pomp of attendance
gives him an appearance of weight in the state,
which encourages malcontents to gather about
him, and to disturb him and us with their
vain complaints, They persuade him to ex-
ert all his credit, and resume his office ; nor
will they cease to disturb us till he have lost
all favour with your majesty. I might indeed
dare the peoplc’s ceusuies, replied Sinkarib;
for to them I cwe no account of the reasons
of my conduct; and I should enter into your
views, if I had not very strong reasons to pre-
vent me; but I am unwilling to mortify PZc-
fagnie, to whom I owe respect as my father’s
sister; and were it only for her sake, I will
not deprive her husband of his honours.
Nadan was too good a courtier not to ap-
prove the reasons which Sinkarib urged ; but
determining to pursue his purpose, he felt
himself obliged to employ more dangerous
measures. A treaty was at that time lPcnd--
ing between the courts of Assyria and Persia,
for the exchange of certain places on their
common frontier. Every thing was concluded
and agreed upon. N had received the
last expresses from the Assyrian plenipoten-
tiaries. A courier was soon to arrive, to
carry the news to the king. Hicar reccived
a letter from Persia, which was supposed
to come from a man of known attachment
to him. It informed him that the Persian
monarch did not honestly intend to fulfil
the treaty; but that, as soon as the troops
should bave occupied the place which was to
be given up by the Assyrians, he intended to
send another body, through a secret pussage,
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into the fortress given up to Sinkarib’s people,
and to assassinate them., The execution of
this intended treachery scemed to be delayed
till h should have becn given on both
sides. To this narrative, which had been
contrived by Nadan himself, nothing was
wanting that could serve to render it plausi-
ble. Hicar felt the utmost indignation at
hearing of such atrocious perfidy.
Nadan at this time resided in the royal
ace, from which he very rarely absented
imself. He now received a pressing invita-
tion from his uncle, to come and speak with
him immediately. He hastened to wait upon
him, with the appearance of the utmost eager-
ness and concern. What has happened, good
uncle? said he. By the manner in which your
last orders were delivered to me, I was alurm-
ed, lest 1 might not arrive here soon enough
to receive your latest sighs! But I am now
easier, since I have the happiness of seeing
you still in Food health. Pray, what was the
occasion of su urgent a message? It is a
mutter, replied Hicar, of the highest import-
ance to you, to Sinkarib, and to all Assyrin:
—Look upon that letter. Nadan, willing to
pique the old man still more by his behaviour
than his words, rcad the letter with a cold,
contemptuous air, and, when he had ended,
spoke thus:~You should make yourself easy,
my dear uncle, and not intermeddle in the
business of the state: your correspondences
serve for no other purpose than to disturb
your peace. I can depend upon the wisdom
of the measures which I have taken with his
majesty, and upon the fidelity of our agents.
Deny yourself to those restless, turbulent
people who beset you. The king is alarmed
for you, and will certainly thank you to be
silent: affairs will go much better on thus.
After holding this insulting language, he took
his leave, ans returned to the king’s palacc.
The virtuous Hicar, petrified at what he
had heard, went to pour his complaints and
tears into the bosom of Zefugnie. The prin-
cess endeavoured to calm his grief, and, by
degrees, lcarned that his present affliction
was owing to the imprudence and ingratitudle
of Nadan, The rash and giddy youth, she
learned, refused to listen to wige and saluta. y
counsel, and was hastening to expose Assyria
to all the horrors of war, to the loss of muny
subjects, and to lasting slavery. Go to my
nephew Sinkarib, said Zefagnic: carry him
the letter which you have received frum
Persia. However blind he may be to the de-
merits of Nadan, his own intcrest cannot but
open his eyes. You will not suffer all to
Yerish, when it way be so casily prevented.
shall go, replied Hicar, notwithstanding the
aversion which I feel to take sucha step. lle
accordingly repaired to the royal palace, and
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demandcd s private andience of the kinz. 1
will hear what you have to say in the pre-
scnce of Nadan, replied Sinkarib, He has
alresdy informed me of the subject of yonr
uneasiness. You sre entircly musinformed :
happily I had not suflered myself tobe aterm-
od sdvices. A messenger has this
moment arrived from Perwia, who brings me
the happicst news. The passage of which
yon spesk has no existence ; and the pre-
tended t of the king my brother is
n base fabrication, for which your corres-
pondent should be mimished as he deserven,
did not his death, the news of which bias been
yoceived by the m , render that no
Yonger powsible. 1 should wish that all those
shared the same fate who stnve to give you
meanness concerning the present mdminis-
tration; for in all Assyrin there i« none but
voursclf that does not lughly approve of it.
Return to vour palace, and hve there in
pener. This s all 1 have to ask of yon. Thus
did the monarch, regardless of Hicar’s aze
and werviers, dismims him with contempt. He
returned home to his virtuoms wife, and to
her gave an account of the reception he had
met with,
The star of Nadan, said she, is fatal to
you; it corrupts your benefactors and friends,
and even perverts iny best advices to your pre-

Judice. 1t predominates over Assyria, which
to me appears at present in the greatest
danger.  But af it be fated to perish imder

its present government, why shonld we make
ourscives uncasy at what the rulers of the
state tuke 1o mensurces to prevent 7 Let us
De rosigned, and leave othery cither to shut
their ¢y es against the dangers which threaten
the state, of to Mm such measures ns 1y
prevent them.  Sinkarih orders you to seck
Tepose ; and, in my opinion, this command
is the casiest of all to be obeved, especinlly
at l“our advanced nge. You love the sciences;
cuftivate them, and forget that there are such
‘beings as visiers and kinge.  Hicar prepared
himself to follow the advice of Zefugnic;
and, that e mig.m occasion nO MoOre uneasi-
ness to Rinkarib, or jealousy to Nadan, he
shut his door agsinst all such as might be
au of speaking to him upon public
husiness, and restricted his intercourse to the
Jearned of different countries, with whom he
had always maintaiued & currespondence,
The cheerfulness and cquality of hus temper
rendered his family happy. He lived in com-
fort and tranquillity, and was begmnming even
10 fi his w, when Nadan, to whom
the existence of this illustrious man was an
insupportuble burden, conceived the idea of
freeing himself from it by a most criminal

inl.xim'. .
er Hicar hnd retired from the palace,
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Sinkarib folt himsclf utensy respecting the
manner in which he had treated him, espe-
cially when he recollected the important ser-
vices he had rendered the state. The recol:
lection of the e old man s ed
in his heart against the insinuations of Nadan
trt a look from the minister easily triumph
over the natural disposition of his master,
whom it was as easy to govern as it was to
in his confidence : nevertheless, the king of
ﬁ;:cveb was dissatisfied with himself: re-
morse pressed upon him for several days. At
lenpth, his situation becoming painful, he
thus spoke to Nadan:—We sent away your
nncle very il pleascd: How has he taken the
reception 1 guve him? What #s he doing
now ! With aufficient haughtiness, replied
Nndan, and a great deal of ill humour; he
hath shut himeelf up, and allows no person
to come near him. But although he 1s in-
accessible to the inhabitants of Nineveh, he
hath not given up all intercourse with stran-
gers.  Conriers arrive every dny from Persia
and Egypt. And what can be their inten-
tions ! replicd Sinkarfh, with uneasiness, A<
he is agnin seized wath a desire of conducting
public affurs, snid Nadan, I cannot conjec-
ture what method« it may lead him to employ
in order to hgnin hicend - it i« a rage in the
old man, which to me appears altogether in-
conceivable s but 1t wonld be very easy for
your majesty to clear up this subject. 1 will
fnc you nutice of the departure of one of
iis principal messeneers - you will canse him
tohe nm&)p«l; and the natare of hisdispatches
will explun the import of the message. ®1
approve of your ngoct in part, said the
king ; but it would be better that the conrier
should appear to have been robbed, that we
may not seem unreasonably suspicious, It is
wisely comsidered in your majesty, rephied
the false Nadan: it is poswible that the letters
of a man of his age mn) contain nothing but
idle drcams; and m that casc, by having
stoppc { them, you would only show yourselt’
suspicious without canec. :

Nadan well knew the nature of his nncle’s
correspondence. Heknewthat he hadwritten
to Perain, to one of the mag, lus friend ; to
Egpt, to a certain priest of Osiris, tpon points
of science, respecting which he was anxious
to get information; but a correspondence of
a very different nature was to be imputed to
him.© ‘What measures did the perfidious mi-
nister take? By means of his uncle’s seal,
which he had got iato his possession, and of
the case _mth which he counterfeited his
hand-writing, he wrote a letter in his name,
to Akis, king of Perun, Sikarit's 4
cnenyy.  He invited this monarch to come
and take possession of his kinmlo.m, which, he

waid. was harassed by an effeminate tyrant,
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‘now become the object of the hatred and
contempt of his people. He advised him to
appear at the head of a chosen body, and re-
pair to the plain of Nerrim, where he himself
would meet him with his guard, about the first
of the month Niram. He informed Akis that
one,of the principal gates of the city would
be delivere‘r up to him, and that he should
find the grandees and the whole nation ready
to throw off the tyrant’s f'oke, and transfer
the crown to him.  This letter inferred that
the king of Persin had received others, in
which Hicar had explained to him the springs
he had set in motion to bring about the rebel-
lion. When Nadan had shaded his imposture
with all the colouring of truth, he got a bag
made, resembling that in which the messen-

ers of Hicar usually shut up their master’s
¥clters, and which was fixed to their girdle.
He was ?mviously informed of the departure
of ohe of them, and made a trusty man lic in
wait for him without thc gates of Nineveh;
who, entering into conversation, prevailed
upon him to refresh himself in the first tavern
at which they should arrive; from which the
messenger did not come till after the other
had taken away the bag that he carried, and
put that of Nadan in its place.

The minister then went to the king. Sire,
said he, my uncle’s courier set out this morn-
ing for Persia: Cause the robbers be suborn-
ed, and appointed to their station. As for
mysclf, whatever be my uncle’s dispositions
towards me, yet the ancient obligations which
1 am under to him, and the ties of blood, ren-
der it impossible for me to take any steps in
this business. You yourself must pursuc for
justice, if you find it f'our duty; but on this
occasion it Is impossible for me to serve you.
Sinkarib approved of Nadan’s delicacy, and
sent, five of his guards, in disguise, in pursuit
of the courier, whom they soon overtook,
and recognised by the bag which hung from
his girdle. They attacked, plundered, and
left him on the road, as robbers would have
done, whose part they acted extremely well.
No sooner had Sinkarib read the contents of
the letter than he became quite furious, He
ordered an immediate scarch to be made for
the couricr, who had_retired into a cottage
near the place where he had been attacked.
The messengers immediately laid hold of him,
and conducted him to tbe{ing. To whom
do you belong, slave? said the monarch. To
Wicat. Did he deliver this letter to you?

. Yes, sire. To whom was you to dcliver
the packets which you carried? To his
friends in Persia. Oh, treason! exclaimed
the king. The man whom my father and I
have loaded with favours would betray me
to my enemy, and totally ruin my kingdom.
Let Hicar be sought for, and broight hither.
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The guard hastened to Hicar’s palace; but
at that time he was at a small solitud::, to
which he frezuently retired, among the moun-
tains at a little distance from the city.
Zefagnie, alarmed at so eager a pursuit,
and havmiv. learned that her husband was ac-
cused of high treason, raised her hands to
heaven, imploring its assistance; and while
a party of the guard was dispatched to scize
Hicar in his solitude, she ran to the palace
of the king her nephew, and threw hersclf
at his feet. Sinkarib raised her up. He can
obtain no favour, madam, said the furious
king to her. I am in possession of all the
evidence of this shocking conspiracy of your
husband against me and all Xssyria. The
blood which flows in your veins ought to ren-
der this criminal as odious in your eyes as he
is ungrateful. Zcfagnic then entered into the
detail of the charges laid against Hicar: she
saw the pretended proofs of them; but, at
the same timne, she was conscious of his in-
nocence, and Nadan®s guilt, who only could
have counterfeited the handwriting and the
seal which were before her. But the cyes of
the king were too much fascinated to allow
her to cntertain the hope of being able to
tear oft’ the veil which covered them, Sire,
said she, if you think it your duty to sacrifice
my husband to your revenge and safety, 1
have only one favour to ask. Whether e is
guilty or innocent, his blood to me is pre-
cious, and I wish to collect even its last drop.
He bad built a tomb, in which we were one
day to be united: grant me your permission
there to deposite his ashes; and while I de-
plore the loss of a man to whom your father
united me, I will applaud your justice, pro-
vided his death is nccessary to your sa!';ty,
and that of the state : only give orders that
the sacrifice be made in his own palace.
Sinkarib could not refuse the request of
Zefagnic, and ordered the proper officers to
repair immediately to Hicar’s palace, and
bring him the head of this respectable old
man. Zefagnie, on her return home, drcad-
ing the immediate arrival of the executioners,
endeavoured to overcome her gricf, and to
preserve, amidst a crowd of people, that re-
collection of mind of which she intended to
deprive them. She prepared tables, covered
with every dish which could awaken the sen-
sual appetite; the most exquisite liquors were
set upon the side-boards; pots were filled with
perfumes; flowers of every sort med
the air; the palace was decorated with every
ornament; and sixty of the most beautiful
slaves were prepared for this service. It was
amidst these magnificent preparations that
_Z_efagq'i,e proposed to reccive the officers of
Sinkarib; and as soon as the snare into
9whi(:h she wished thewn to fall was properly
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laid, she repaired to the gates of the 3
in order to await their coming. They at
length arrived. I know for what purpose you
are come, said she: you are the ministers of
the king my nephew’s pleasure. But be-
fore you execute a decree so severe to me,
1 wish to express to him, as well as to you,
the grateful sense I have of the small favour
he has granted me, in not exposing my hus-
band to a public and ignominious death. En-
ter my housc, Those who arc to bring the
unhappy Hicar here are not yet arrived. My
lhve‘:pzcve orders to wait upon you. My
present situation does not permit me to do
this wmyself.
The officers, after thanking Zefagnie, and
ncccpunq_ her invitation, entered the apart-
ment. They scated themselver on sofas ; an
hundred beautiful hands displayed an enger-
ness to serve them; and in the plia~ures of
the table they soon furgot the rigorous orders
with which they were entrusted. Mcanwhile
Zefagnic lost not a moment : she took aside
the cxecutioner.  Yapousmcek, said she, do
you remember that when King Serkadomn,
my brother, Sinkaril’s father, intended to
it you to death, I contrived to preserve you
rom his anger? Do you recollect that at
that time you were indebted for your pardon
to the very man whose life you are about to
take?  Yes, madam. and I shall uever fo.get
it. Very well, continucd Zefuge, this is
the moment to discover your gratitude : Hicar
is innocent ; and you would not wish to -
brue your hands 1w the blood of u viituous
und beneficent man. 1 have tahen fiom the
subterrancous prison of my paluce an old
slave, a magician, stained with the greatest
crimes, who has the air and figure of Hicar.
Your superiors at this moment are wcapa-
ble of olm:n'int; you: the magicun is already
dreseed as my hushand mu::ﬂ-. As woon as
Hicar shall appear, you will receive him from
the hands of those that bring him; you will
load him with the chains you have brought ;
omd there is a red handherchief which you
will put upon his eyes; you will then fead
him into the hall, where I shall be to receive
lus last farewel: but you must remove in-
discreet le, under the pretence of re-
specting the last interview of a husband and
wife, A moment after this I will deliver to
you my slave, dresee, in chains, and his ¢y s
covered with a handkerchief of the very same
r"eﬂl with that you shall have upon Hicar’s,
You will then give the signal for execution,
and strike off the head of the ician, which
jou will carry to the palace of the king.—

y God pfo:ﬂu designs, replied Ya-
pousmek. Wi iq{;:ouu hnnrl:)ll my life
in order to save his who is 90 dear to you.—

Heaven will reward you, said Zefagnic, and,
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on our part, all the riches we possess shall
be at your disposal ; you shall want nothing.

Scarcely was this plot concerted betwixt
them, when the arrival of Hicar enabled them
to put it in execution, without the smallest
difficulty. The magician slave was on his
knees, and recognized as the visicr himself by
the guards who had brought him. The officer
of Sinharib who had the charge of giving
him an account of he execution of his orders
was informed : he approuched, and that ve
instant the head of the slave was struck off:
Yapousmek took it up, and carried it to the
king. Sinhanb’s officess tore themselves with
great reluctance from the pleasures whichthe
artful Zefagme had afforded them, but they
must of necessity return to their duty ; and
Hicar’s spouse, having made the doors of her

lace be shut, was left at liberty to devote
E:rmf to the cares to which it was now ne-
cessury for her to attend.  She ordered the
bodly of the magician to be carried away with
the usual ceremonies, and carried, In its
robes, to the tomb prepared for Hicar, at-
tended by all her houschold in mourning, As
soon as it was night, with the assistance of
the jailor of the prison of her own palace,
shie conducted ticar into the cell from which
the old magician had been tuhen; she made
it be putin the most conunodious order; and
this dismul habitation became, in the eyes of
Zefagnic, a most delightful palace, since it
had rescued innocence from J)c rage of envy.
Durmg this bloody scene, the hypocritical
Nadon, aftecting a grief which he did not
feely, had shat rumscl( up in his apartment.
Sinkarib found 1t necessary to druw him
forth. Be comforted, Nadan, said he to him :
we were disturbed by your uncle, and his
humour rendered lam very dangerous, His
whole fortune will belonz to you at his wi-
dow’s death; and you will soon enjoy it, for
she cannot loug survive the loss she SUE-
tained. Nadan left his apartment with the
hing; and they both hastened to drown in
the stream of pleasure the ramorse, uneasi-
ness, and torment with which they were
secretly distressed, and becume still more
negligent of their duty, and the welfare of
Assyria.

Meanwhile the death of Hicar had occa-
sioned the utmost grief in Nineveh, and soon
spread o general mourning throughout every
province of the empire. The neighbour:
powers having received thisintelligence, coul
not conceive what should bave determined
Sinkarib to extinguish the luminary of Asia,
whose lifc was the firmest support of his
power. His encinies triumphed, and sought
onll! for a pretext to invade his kingdom,

haraoh, king of Egypt, thought this con-

Juncture too favourable not to take advantage



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

of it, and sent an envog, with almost no re-
tinue, to Nineveh, with the following letter
to Sinkarib :—

“ Pharaoh, sovereign of the sovereign of
the rivers of the earth, who fills the basons
of the sea with the immense volume of waters
which he discharges by seven mouths, to
Sinkarib, king of ﬁs Ta.

“ Let the man who knows not how to
govern resign the command.

“ We wish to dignify the yoke of huma-
nity, and to reign by our wisdom through-
out all the earth. Descend from your throne !
and come, with your grandees and people, to
meet the chains which my armies, that will
cover your sauds, shall bring with them. Wait
not in your palace till you meet destruction
and death. You may, however, have it in
your power to treat with me as with a bro-
ther; and these are the conditions :—

« T have profound questions to propose,
and you must send me a man who shall be
capablc of resolving them. You must build
mea rnlacc between heaven and earth, whose
foundation shall rest on nothing, and whose
roof shall be fixed to nothing. They are only
superior men whom I seck to honour. If
you can fulfil these conditions, you shall re-
ceive, for four years, a tenth part of the
revenues of Egypt. But if the man whom
you send should be baffled, if he fails in the
smallest article I exact, then you may expect
a treatment as much more rigorous as I shall
have cause to complain either of your dis-
obedience or of your presumption.”

Sinkarib, astonished at this letter, shewed
it to Nadan. Bv what means, said he, shall
1 be able to avert the storm which threatens
my kingdom? Swinmon all the astrologers,
the lea~ned men, and the sages of my empire;
assemble with them all the architects, and
Jet us learn from them, if, by any enchant-
ment, it is possible to construct this imaginary
palace which Pharaoh req’l:ires of me; and
see if there be any one who flutters himself
that he will be able to answer the subtle
questions of the Egyptian King.

The calling together so extraordinary an
nssembly produced universal astonishment.
Pharaoh’s letter was circulated throughout
Nineveh, and a copy of it even reached Ze-
fagme. As soon as it was night, she repaired,
as usual, to her beloved Hicar, and commu-
nicated to him the contents of the letter, by
which all the people were agitated. Hicar,
after reading it with attention, enquired at
his spouse what effect it had produced upon
her. It appears to me, replied she, like a
cloud filled with wind, which is easily scat-
tered. Were my Hicar alive to the rest of the
world, T should look upon these mysteries of
the Egyptian king as idle fancies ; and I have
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already conceived a plan of the castle which
should be built for him: I would rather wish,
however, that he should wake war upon us
with such letters, than hear of his armies
bein% upon the frontiers of the country.
While this worthy pair were happy in the
enjoyment which they procured to one ano-
ther, and conversing 1n tranquillity concern-
ing the threatenings of the Egyptian king, il
Nineveh was in motion to make up a couns
cil which should form an answer to them.
If a man passed in the strcets with a down-
cast head, a fixed eye, and a thoughtful air,
the officers of Sinkarib pulled the muser by
the sleeve:—Make haste, said they : you are
certainly a learned man, and are waited for
in the council This was addressed to the
people of every rank, and frequently to those
who were little expecting it. At length the
council was assembled. Those who were best
qualified had staid away, to avoid beinire-
duced to confess their inability. The king
read the dispatclies from Egypt, upon which
they all exclaimed with one voice—* Ouly
Hicar could fulfii what Pharaoh demauds;
to any other the attempt would be vain.”’—
Alus ! cried Sinkarib to himself, with a heavy
sigh, where are you, Hicar? Bitter remorse
convinces me that you are really innocent,
notwithstanding the appearance of guilt for
which you are condemued. Where shall I
find another sage to lead me out of the laby-
rinth in which 1 am entangled? The un~
happy prince dismissed the assembly, having
obtained nothing from them He no longer
sought Nudan, to encourage him by his ad-
vice, nor to engage him in dissipating plea-
surcs. He went to the palace of his aunt
Zcfagnie, to open to her his uneasincss and
distress, and to weep with her over the me-
gw;y of a man who had been so dear to them
oth.

‘I'he worthy spouse of Hicar had an affec-
tion for her rclation the king, who, although
he had given himself up to the excesses of
luxury, possessed good natural dispositions ;
for his court, corrupted as it was, could
never turn his heart to tyranny. He threw
himself at her feet, and shed abundance of
tears, She raised him in her arms. Come,
my nephew, said she, I share your uneasi-
ness ; yet although King Pharaoh threatens
you, be not cast down. He who is in a con-
dition to strike a blow does not waste time
in empty threats. By calling you to a contest
of knowledge and wisdom, %lc brings his own
abilities into question. You are master of a
powerful empire: you know your strength ;
d‘iylsy it, and advance towards your frontiers
before they be attacked. Ah! madam, said
Sinkarib, the king of Egypt’s threats are not
the sole subject of my uncasiness. [ am de-



62

prived of Hicar, whose knowledge, intelli-
geoce, and snouf oounse! constituted all m
strength.  What king on earth durst insult
me if he were still alive? Convinced as I
am in my heart that this great man fell the
victim of basc intrigue, 1 have been afraid of
examining the matter too narrowly, and even
of discovering its real suthors. The voice of
the pation awakens my conscience to re-
morse. 1 amembled a general council, to
deliberate how we should answer Pharaoh,
and they were not afraid of telling me pub-
licly, that, by putting Hicar to death, 1 had
deprived myself of my sole resource upon
such an occasion. s! who can restore
him whoin 1 have so barhurously treated?
Carry me to his tomb, that I may cmbrace
sl water with my tears the dear renuins
of that wise minister. I will consult his
ashes: sure the soul of the guide of my youth
still hovers over them; and 1 may hope to
receive fulvice there which the pretended
sages of iy court could not give!  Zelagnic
wonld not interrupt the king till she could
learn the truc nature of his uncasiness. When
convinced that the dread of war was not its
sole cause, but that it proceeded, at bottom,
from genwne honest senwibility, she thus
spoke :—Doubtless my unfortunate husbund,
as he was absolutely incapable of treason,
fell by the detestable machinations of mean
jealousy.  But lus cnemies, who have in vain
attncked his reputation, have succeeded no
better aguinst his hfe. Divine Providence has
saved him from therr fury, and preserved his
head from the mortal stroke with which it
wus threutened. Hicar alive! cried Sinkanib,
in o tranwport of joy. Ah!what case ths
gives to my heart ! Heaven has saved me
from the lust agony of remorse, and has re-

me 8 sure resource against all the
stratageins and hostile efforts of Pharaoh !
But how could this wonder tahe place?
Where shall | find the venerable sage? But
how can 1 bear to weet is eve, after the
base ingratitude § have shown him? Can
the shame that covers me ke atonement
for my baseness?! Be calm a moment, re-
plicd Zefagnic :  will bring him hither if 1
can. Fear not his presence. Heaven has
preserved no less lus virtues than his life ;
nay, his virtues ar. now crowned by patience
in adversity, which he never before had occa-
sion to practise.

She went straightway to inform Hicar of
the fortunate change in Sinkarib’s senti-
ments. The old man was y affected
to hear of thin She then told him that she
had concealed the secret of the service which
Yapousmek had doue them. Right or wrong,
said she, monarchs chuse to be obeyed ; and
Sinkarib, although he owes his present satis-
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faction to the disobedience of his slave,
would perbaps not forgive him for having
slightefgis orders. Let us suffer him to look
upon it in the light of a miracle, as he does
at present, yet without fabricating any cir-
cumstances to impose upon him. The king
may regard your preservation as a particular
blessing from Bilelsanam. Hicar now ac-
companicd his wife to where Sinkarib awaited
him. The consolation which he had found
in Zefagnie’s tenderness, his native fortitude,
the convenient accommodations which his
wife had found means to provide for him in
a suutcrrancous abode, the use of clixirs, the
virtues of which maintained and invigorated
the powers both of mind and body,—ull these
advantages together scemed to have actually
tcncw:f the old man’s youth, Sinharib
eagerly embraced him.  He could not con-
mand his joy. Be calw, prince, said icar:
it is necessary to your interest that my being
in life should remain a secret. Thnow upon
what terms vou are with the hinz of Egypt
did he suspect that I were alive, he might
attribute to me all the resvurces which we
might cuiploy against him, and, m that case,
would perhaps be mduced to mahe still more
formidable cflorts, 1f your court, or even
Nadan know that 1 am alive, the Egyptian
envoy will also hnow it You must there-
fore, wire, allow no one to suspect the secret
which you have now hecome acquainted with.
In thrs case you need have no uncasmess as
to Pharaoh’s demands: T have already mi-
nuted down, in the solitude of my retirement,
the answer you must mahe to him; and 1,
under a feigned name, shall fulfil the engage-
ments which you tahe upon you. This is
YOUr answer :—

“ Sinharib, king of Assyria, to Pharaoh,
king of Egypt.

“ He vﬁm 1s astonished at a miracle will
never perform any thing surprising.

@ Your letter, brother, has filled me with
admirntion of the profound and extensive
knowledge which it bespeaks, and of the
esteem with which you regard men eminent
for science. 1 have the honour of thinking,
as you do, that force, while it subjects, de-
bases men, and that they are born to submit
only to the dominion of hnowledge and wis-
dom. Many wise men of my ocourt contend
for the honour of admiring your accomplish-
ments upon a near approach, and of maki
trial of their weak taients, in solving suc
questions as you shall propose. Architects
are ready to build your palace, but they must
have workmen to execute your orders, and
a dclay of three months is necessary before
these can be brought together. Iam not less
uncasy at this delay than you can be. It
waly remaing for you to provide people whe
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may § the builders with mgteri
acoepay t, ¢ zx‘efore, all your com ané
am ready to ex bostages with you, un-

less you are satisfied with my royal word, as
I am with yours.” .

The king was much surprised at the con-
tents of this letter. I know well, said he to
Hicar, that you are able to give satisfactory
answers to ni/l Pharaoh’s questions. But sup-
posing you to be the architect of this palace
in the air, where will you find workmen, in
the gpace of three months, to build under
your orders, unless, indeed, you should em-
ploy some aérial genies? My wife, replied
Hicar, has undertaken to rear this fantastic
edifice : she promises to reduce Pharaoh to
an incapacity of fulfilling the conditions in
the letter which you are going to send. Zc-
fagnie looks upon this castle in the air as a
bauble, which may be destroyed by a wo-
man’s artifice ; it i ber part to contrive how.
She will give me orders for executing ber
plan. Return to your palace, sire, and send
away the Egyptian cavoys. I return to my
solitary recess, where, under thc name of
Abicam, a Chaldean agtrologer, I shall live
unknown to all the world, and cmplo& wy-
sclf assiduously about your affairs. If any
thing particularly embarrassing shall arise,
you can casily acquaint me with it. But I
have one advice to give you :—Hc who mali-
ciously found means to ruin me is as much
your enemy as min¢: Be on your guard a-
ganst him.” The king of Egypt’s pretensions
afford a just pretext for any precautions you
may think proper to take. Double your guard ;

mine to your own, since deference for the
princess your aunt has induced you to conti-
nue it hitherto. The captain of my guard is
a man of incorruptible fidelity, and all bis of-
ficers are of his own choice. Confide in him:
you will find him a firm barrier against the

designs of every enemy. .
icar foresaw the treasonable designs of
Nadan. That w eful minister, appre-

bending that the king’s frequent interviews
with fefagnie must end in his ruin, had
formed a design to corrupt Sinkarib’s guards,
to send his head to the king of Egypt, and to
succeed him on the Assyrian throne, as a tri-
butary under Pharaoh. Sinkarib communi-
cated to him the letter which he meant to
address to the king of Egypt. Nadan was
astonished at its contents, but considered it
only as an expedient for gaining time. Your
majesty well knows, said ﬂ to the king, that

ou are not in a condition to fulfil what you

ere undertake; but you will probably avail
yourself of the delay, to make the necessary
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reparations for war.  Yes, replied Sinkarib,
gﬁmtﬁke every means to tollow qut my
project, at the head of fifty thousapd cha-
riots ; but we must wait till the departure of
the Egﬁvg:an envoys, that we may avoid gi-
ving t umbrage : Yet, even while they
are here, I may, without exciting in them
any suspicions, withdraw Z ¢’s guard,
to inyre them to discipline, and to put them’
in a copdition to follow me to the war. Na-
dan now thought that he could guess the
motives upon which the king took this step
with respect to Hicar’s widow, and became
casy. Klad it oot been for this, the augmen-
tation of the guard, and the disposition which
Sinkarib now began to shew to attend to hig
own affairs, must have given the perfidious
minister very serious fears. He applauded
the wise measures of his sovereign, and pro-
mised to nc;:lect nothing that could be donc,
to put the forces of the kingdom upon a re-
spectable footing. Pharaob’s envoys set out
rom Niveveh, with dispatches from Sinka-
rib; and believing, from the voice of public
report, that none of thc sages of his court
was daring enough to attempt the interpre-
tation of the hard questions which thclfing
of Egypt intended to proposc. Zefagnie re=
movc:]nf"rom Hicar’s retirement all the slaves
who knew him, except only the gardener, a
man in whom she had the fullest confidence.
Those and all the other servants being dis-
misscd, their place was supplied by others,
to whom their master’s person was perfectly
unknown. Hicar presented himself to the
gardener, who was in the secret, by the name
of Abicam, a Chaldean astrologer, to whom
he was to allow the use of the apparatus
which Hicar had employed in physical ex
riments. Upon obtaming access to these, he
immediatcly set about preparations for the
execution of Zefagnie’s project of building a
palace in the air.

Hicar’s huntsmen received orders from his
wife to traverse the desarts in which those
monstrous birds, the rocs,* build their nests.
They were directed to bring away two young
rocs, such as were newly fledged, and convey
them to the gardencr, at the country house.
Hicar procured two young slaves, each ele-
ven years of age, whomn he intended to make
so familiar with the birds, that they might
acquire, in some degree, the samc manners.
The birds were found. The care of them was
given to the children, who never left them,
either night or day. They took their rest
and fed together. The most intimate fami-
liarity was soon formed among the four, The
rocs, who as yet could ly fly, followed

* The roc is a prodigious bird, found in the desarts of Africa. It will bear two hundred
pounds wcight. Many are of opinion the idea of this bird is visionary,
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the children every where, just as they would
have followed their mothé'n. The children
went upon the backs of the birds, who took
a pleasure to carry them. Commodious little
scats were fixed upon them, on which their
ywnienden could sit at their ease, and with-
out the least danger of falling. At first the
birds were only allowed to fly about in the
Frdem; cords being bound to their
cet, by which Uicar held them. The child-
ren soon became masters themsclves, and
could guide their birds without Hicar’s help.
‘The rocs attended to the voice of their com-
rnim\n with great facility, and arose or a-
ighted st their pleasure,  As they grew
stronger they became still more docile, ro
that the chief thing which now remained to
be attended to was, to teach the children
what they were to say and do when th
arrived in Egypt. They happened to be Lot
of preat cupacity, and thercefore little diffi-
culty was found in this part of the stratagem.
Zefugnic came, from time to time, to cnjoy
the success of her project, and to accustom
the children and the rocs to obey her onders.
Whenever Sinkarib vivited her, she begeed
him to muhe himself casy as to s engage-
ments with Pharnoh, but did not acquaimt
him with the mcans by which she hoped to
ucrum[;lixh her purposcs.  This prince, now
awuked from that lethargy in which he had
been sunk ever since his accession to the
throne, began at last to think of reviving
the strength of the declining monarchy,  He
found Nndan"s assistance of great senvice to
him. Nadan, when he saw that the monarch
kept o strict eye upon him, displayed all
those stores of knowledge with which Hicar
had enriched his mind. The three months
were now drawing to an end, yet no prepa-
ration had been made for the war, nor had
any person been nnmed to put hinself at the
head of the embassy.  The minister there-
fore flattered himself that the moment for
earrying his ambitious projects into excecu-
tion was at hand. The frontiers were de-
fenceless, and exposed to the inronds of the
cnemy.  The inhubitants of Assyrin were
duily removing to Empt, in order to escape
the slavery with winch they were threatened.
When the time tixed by Sinkarib, in his let
ter to Pharnoh, was expired, Hicar, under the
name of Abicam, usked permission to set out
for Egrt. Arabians from the most distant
parts of the desart were to com his
train.  Nadan now learned that a mlmn
shilosopher, protected by Zefagnie, had un-
crtuken to satisfy the hing of Egypt in every
point. His surptise was the greater, when
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he understood that Zefagnie herself’ was to
accompany this magician, for whose ability
to accomplish what he undertook, she had
even ple(rged herself to the monarch. He
could form no idea o({' the nature of this ex-
traordinary step, and was at pains to point
out to h?z:yall ﬂncpé dangers to which she would
be exposed, if it failed of success.

Al) was now ready for the embassy. The
whole train repeired to Hicar’s countl;y seat.
Sinkarib withdrew from the troublesome
crowd, to hold a private intervicw with his
ambassador. Make vourself easy, sire, said
tie prudent minister. 1 confidently promise
you to secure the safety of your dominions,
the return of your subjects who have re tired
to the Egyptian side of the frontiers, tribute
from Pharaoh for four years, and compcnsa-
tion for the extraordinary expences now in-
curred. | leave you with Nadan ; make use
of hum; he is shilled 1n business, and will be
of service to you ; but do not lose sight of
him. I shall tell you, at my return, why I
think hum dangerous. Since you have turned
your attention to husiness, you have been
less connected with him in ‘the pursuit of
pleasure.—Sinkarib’s envoy immu?mtrly ad-
vanced on his journey.  Four elephants bore
his whole party. He and his wife, with two
eunuchs, rode in a tower upon the back of
onc of these. The two rocs, and their young
guides, with ench a sluve to serve them, rode
upon two others. On the fourth clephant
were four women and two eunuchs. This
little party wax escorted by an hundred eu-
nuchs on horseback, armned each with a sa-
bre and a lance.  The towers that contained
the birds were covered with a filietting of
silk ; for it was necessary to conceal them
from the inquisitive, that none might know
the object of their destination. The cunuchs
hept watch night and day around the myste-
rious cages, to heep the indiscreet at a dis-
tance, and to hinder any person from enter-
ing into conversation with the conductors,
who were themselves persunded that the
(‘Iv‘)‘!mms carried some rare presents to Pha-
raoh.

The whole caravanarrived at Masser, with-
out meeting any disaster. Hicar pitched his
camp in a convenient situation, in the neigh-
bourhood of the city, and sent to demand an
audience of King Pharaoh, in ity of am~
bassador from King Sinkarib. The Egyptian
monarch had been persuaded by the priests
of Osiris, whose temple stands in the middle
of the great lnke Meroe, that the questions
which they gave him to propose were such
as it was impossible for human wisdom ta

*® Grand Cairo; #0 called, from having been built by Mesraim, the son of Cham.,
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solve. He was on his guard against the illu-
sions of magic, and was certain of confound-
ing the pretended sage who had been sent to
him, however enlightened he might be. He
seat notice to the ambassador, that he was
ready to receive him, and prepared to dazzle
and overawe him by the splendour of his
court. Hicar, in a dress so extraordinary
that he would have been unknown even at
the court of Sinkarib, presented himseif be-
fore the monarch. His firm gait and digni-
fied carriage impressed the whole assembly
with respect. He advanced to the foot of
the throne, prostrated himself, and, having
paid this first homage, spoke as follows : Sire,
you have sent the king my master a challenge,
which he gladly accepts, as it affects neither
the lives nor repose of the two nations. You
wish to contend ouly in knowledge and wis-
dom ; and I come from him, to make you ac-
quainted with his greatness, while I admire
yours, and to raise your esteem of lum high-
er than ever. If, by the favour of Heaven,
I shail prove successful in the coutest, (per-
mit me, Oh sublime wonarch ! to remind you
of its conditions,) we have your sacred word,
that you will pay wy master four years tri-
bute of a tenth part of all the productions of
Egypt. If T ain unable to satisfy you, in
terns of that agreement, I shall then pay for
my audacity with the forfeiture of my life,
and the king of Assyria, who sets no bounds
to his respect for science, will hold his crown
in subjection to you, and will pay into your
treasury whatever yearly tribute you shall
please to demand.—The Assyrian ambassa-
dor’s modest and dignified air, the order, the
precision, and the energy of his discourse
astonished Pharaoh, and made himn blame his
own imprudence. Could a sovereign sunk in
luxurious dissipation, abandoned to the im.
tent sway of passion, and who oppressed

is subjects with the rudest yoke of tyranny,
—could a prince of such a character keep
men about him of the abilities of him who
had here expressed himself with so much
firmness and wisdom ? Would such men face
danger, in the service of a prince whose con-
duct was, every instant of his life, marked by
error and weak imprudence? What better
could have been said by old Hicar, if he had
becen still alive, and in the present situation
of this envoy from the Assyrian monarch ?
Pharaoh was hindered by these reflections
from making an immediate answer to the
z:busulor’s discourse. He at last broke si-

ce.

Envoy of Sinkarib, said Pharaoh, what is

name ? Abicam, replied the ambassador,

the humblest of my sovereign’s slaves. I am
one of those worms who have hitherto

ed undistinguished about the throne. At the
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court of my master, trust and honours are
conferred on peoi)'mom worthy than I am.
Surely, replied P! h, whose surprise was
increased, if | have before me the meancst
of the servants of the Assyrian king, his
dominions must be peopled with divinities !
But since you are so inferior, why was you
made choice of, in preference to so many il-
lustrious men, since Sinkarib pretends so
much esteem for me?  Sire, replied the am-
bassador, the bee, placed in the scale of ex-
istence betwixt birds and insects, is the least
of all the winﬁd animals. Yet observe its
wonderful works! Its honey is admitted with
distinction to the tables of the most illustri-
ous sovereigns ; and in the eye of Sinkarib
the small and the great are of equal estima-
tion : he judges them from the pinnacle of
eatness to which the destinies have raised
him.  This answer delighted the Egyptian
king, who, although dazzled with his own
magnificence, yet beheld with enthusiasm the
merit and knowledge which seemed to rise
above all ordinary bounds. He dismissed
Hicar, offering him for a habitation the most
beautiful palace in Masser ; but the husband
of Zefagnio ohose rather to return to his
companion, where cvery thing necessary for
him was sont by the orders of Pharaoh.
Scarcely had Hicar retired to his tent,
when a minister from the king came to uce
quaint him, that in three days he must re-
turn to the palace, prepared to answer the
questions that should be put to him. The
visior, completely skilled in the art of courts,
received the Egyptian minister in a manner
of which this lust had formed no idea, and
sent him back, convinced th. t the man with
whom ho had just conversed was above the
condition of mortals. The three days wcre
elapsed, and Hicar repaired to the palace of
the king. He was awaited at the gates, and
conducted with the greatest ceremony into
Pharaoh’s presence, who was seat>d on his
throne, clothed in a purple robe, embroidered
with gold, and richly aderned with jewels ;
his splendid and magnificent court around
him, consisting of all the grandees of the
kingdom, The Assyrian minister baving sa~
luted him respectful{ , waitod, with downcast
eyes, and his hands folded upon his breast,
till some one should speak to him. Abicam,
said the king to him, every thing in the unis
verse is enigmatical, and every object of con-
templation concoals an important truth. Cast
your eyes on e, and around my throne, and
tell me what I resemble in the midst of my
court? Sire, replied tlicar, here 1 am no
less struck than I would be if the Nile, which
covers the divinities of my country, were to
fall, and disclose to my view Bilelsanam, sur«
roynded with all his powers. The king of
E
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Egypt, pleased with this answer, ordered the
ambassador to be clothed in one of the most
beautiful robes in the palace, and deferred
the remainder of the ions till next day
at the same hour. The king received him
then dreseed in white, and his courtiers wore
suits of different colours, which were by no
means 80 splendid. What do you sec here ?
askcd Phuraoh. I sce, sire, the fertile plains
of Egypt uncultivated, dried up, without the
smallest vegetation, waiting for those trea-
sures which are soon to descend from the
summits of the mountains of Ethiopa : This
is the resciublance of the comt with which
you are surrounded.  Your vast turban re-

resents the reviving snows, on which the

cavens appear to rest @ Your eyes and your
mouth are the bencficent sources wlach are
to scutter far and wide the nourishing salts :
Your hands, like the mouthy of the Delta,
will distiibute your superfluous weaith 5 and
every thing that breathes will be trunsported
into u new being.  dcarcely had he fimshed
this reply, when an emotion of umversal ad-
miration appeared in the countenance of all.
Pharuoh, aftcr ordering a dress still more
sumptuous thun the former to be given to
the ambussador of Sinkarib, uppomted the
foliowing day for a third audience. Hicar,
on his return, found the sovercign so daze
gimg with the number and brilliancy of his
jewels, that he could not look stedfastly at
him 5 hua visiers also were covered with them,
The cffect of so much Jight forced the am-
bussador to cast down his cyes; and Pha-
ruoh, availing himself of this confusion, said
to i, Sage of Assyria, what sensation do
you feel? T awohe late, rephed the anibuas-
sador, and my cyes, having scaicely recovered
from the darkness in which they were envelo-
pedduring my repose, wie not yet fumiliar with
the rays of the sun, whose perfect image 1
now behold in your majesty.  But by putung
my hand before my cyes, I am able to con-
templute and distguish, together with the
ornuments of the zodme, the seven planets
which berrow their light from the star which
illuminates the universe.

Pharoah was betruyed into an exclamation
of applaure. But it was yet too soon to con-
fess himself overcome. Even when the am-
bassador should huve given a full cxplanation
of every question which nught be proposcd,
the aérul ce would still remam to be
built; and he would have it in his power to
impose laws, instead of receiving them. In
the mean time, 1n ordor to put the wisdom
of Hicar to & new trial,. he spoke to him thus:
You have made we three unswers succes-
sivcly, with which I confess myself satisfied ;
now, after having so well described the splen-
dour which surrounds me, to what woul you
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com your own king Sinkarib? Sire, re-
lied Hicar, I never raised my thoughts so
igh. This attempt, totally new, sul
alf’v my efforts. It is almost impossible for
me to fix at once on all his resemblances;
for, under cach of them, I could exhibit him
in the most splendid point of view.—The
friend of peace, he is like the wind of the
south, which, moving without interruption,
scarcely ruffies the surface of the occan. If
the wind of the north should dispute his claim
to glory, then, conscious of his strength, he
hurls Em h the storm. Lightning flashes after
hightming ; the thunder bursts in awful peals;
the waves of the sea shuke the solid rocks,
and disclose the foundations of the earth.
The worde of Hicar were terrible as the tem-
wst they described : the hing of Egypt and
‘lla court felt dismayed; and Sinkanb was
clevated, in his nund, high as the domes of
the pulace of Masser. A profound silence
te t:hied at once the ahilities of the orator, and
the consternation of the audience.  Thongh
borne away by his enthusiasm, and notwith-
stending the formidable greatness in which
he had represented his sovereign, Iicar had
given offence to none.  The messenger of
peace, it was his duty to make war be dread-
«d; md he was furnished with an unforeseen
oppertumty of inspiimg the Egyptian court
with respect for the forces of Iis master.
The pride of Pharavh was shocked at the
idcn of his having o rival upon earth; but
the prerence alone of the Assyrian ambassa-
dor shewed bitn this was possible.  Men are
not to be rechoned as we rechon animals,
said hie to himself : oue camel is worth no
more than another; but the man who 1s be-
forc me is worth an army ! The diccourse
he bas now held, would, m any other mi,
have been the highest pteh ot sudaaty, but
in him it is the sublimity of courage. After
these reflections, he ordered the maguificence
of the robes, with which he presented Abi-
cam, to be still increased ; nm‘ then thus ad-
drested him: You will return to-morrow,
Abicam; I have still onc question to propost,
to which you must give me a satistying ane
swer.  The demands I have made upon Sin-
karib shall not be in vain; nor shall the fer-
vour of your zeal deceive me respecting the
forces which he can bring against me. If
you come off victorious in every point, 1 shall
ook upon your triumph as a favour from
heaven, which I ought to respect. Bat, if I
hase the advantage in any article whatever,
nothing shall prevent me from prosecuts
my rights. 1 also will demand mine, replie
Hicar ; and he was about to take his leave of
the king for the fourth time, when the arrival
of 8 messenger from Assyria, with dispatc]
for the king of Egypt, was anno to the
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pretended Abicam. Hicar demanded per-
mission to bring forward the courier; he re-
ceived the letter, and, after putting it upon
his heart and his head, delivered it to the so-
vereign to whom it was addressed. Pharaoh
opened it; and found it to contain these
words :

« Sinkarib, king of Assyria, to Pharaoh,
king of Eyypt.

& Where prenson and good faith preside,
every difference may be accommodated.

«’As my servant Abicam is with you, he
will, no doubt, satisfy vou in whatever you
may desire of lum; and 1 suppose you will
be no less pleased with him than with me,
who desire nothing but peace and your friend-
ship, on which I depend a fully as if you had
already pronused them. [ am very desirous,
brother, to be on the same terms with all my
neighbours ; but I have some whouare more am-
bitious than wise. All are not endowed with
an enlightened understanding. 1 have labour-
ed to render the forces of my empire so re-
speetable, that 1 may be uble to make them
repent the least infringement of the treaties
into which we have entercd.  But | stand in
need of nine hundred hantars,® to cum‘vlctc
the payment of sixty thousand chariots of war
which T have equipped; and T bescech you to
adsance them: your delivering this sum into
the hands of my umbussador, shall be con-
sidered as a mark of your confidence, which
will entitle you still more to my esteem.”

Pharaoh was led from surprise to admira-
tion by the wisdom and firmness of Hicur’s
rephes; and the letter of Sinkarib still in-
creased his astonishment 5 as it was a proof]
that this monarch was perfectly at ease re-
specting every thing that might be required
of his ambassador; and that he considered
himse!f before-hand as victorious in the pro-
posed challenge. Be-ides, it suggested to his
mind the very formidable power of Sihkarib,
who had augmented his military force, by the
addition of sixty thousand chariots of war,
This was not the style in which Nadan had
«pohen to the deputies of Pharaoh; the As-
syrian hing seeme to have intended to con-
struct only forty thousand chariots, and even
this he did not f)cheve that prince could have
accomplished. But, instead of this Sinkarib’s
Jetter made mention of sixty t!.ousand ; and
he requested nine hundred kantars to supply
this enormous expence, which he talked of
as a tnfle.  In any other situation, Pharaoh
would have considered this lofty style as a
political stratagem; but the consideration
alone of the minister by whom it was pre-
sented, obliged him to give credit to the let-

67

ter. Abicam, said he, before I comply with
Sinkarib’s request, 1 must insist upon the
construction of the palace | have demanded,
and which you have en to build. Ful-
fil your obligation, and I shall be directed in
my answer by its execution. Your mujesty
will be pleased to pont out the place you
have made choice of for its situation, replied
Hicar. Although this little wonder must not
rest upon the earth, yet it must have certain
points of correspondence, which it is neces-
sary to determine. You must communicate
your plan to the architect who is in my truin,
and who has orders to conform himself to
your ideas. You must likewise order ma-
terials to be collected on a spot of ground
within the reach of lubourers, who must put
them into the hands of my workmen. 1 only
waunt, said the king, a pavilion of one hun-
dred square feet, with a dome of & propor-
tioned elevation, surrounded with a terrace
of twenty feet in circumference, defended b
a railing three feet and a half higher. I wis
a ladder to hang from it, which shall so
nearly reach the ground as that one may con-
veniently put their foot upon it from the back
of a cumci. This pavilion, of which the out-
side must be adorned according to the taste
of your engineer, must be an hundred and fifty
feet from the ground, and fronting the quar-
ter where you have pitched your camp.  In
four days you shall have as many materials as
would build four such edifices, and workmen
ready to deliver them into the hands of
yours; but consider well my stipulations. I
should have the honour of recalling them to
you, sire, rephed Hicar, if what 1s comuutted
to writing could possibly be forgotten. In
four days your majesty shall be a witness of
the complete execution of your wishes.

The precision and coolness of Hicar’s an-
swers conpletely confounded Pharaoh : he
was now convinced that he had to do with a
powerful magician.  As soon as the Assyrian
umbassador was withdrawn, he sent for the
college of the priests of Osiris and Anubis,
in order to consult them ; and they came at
his command He explained to themn the eme
barrassment into which he thought to have
thrown Sinkarib, and that into which he lume
self had been thrown since his propositions
had been accépted. This king, said he to
them, has sent mc a learned astrologer, who
guesses all my thoughts. Far from being ob-
scure, as these people commonly are, he en-
lightens my own ideas, and presents them to
me more accurately than they had occurred
to myself. You who are adepts in all the
sciences, can you tell me who this mun is?

* A gold coin, equivalent to three hundred Livres Fremch.



Of what kind is his knowledge? And on what
resources does he depend for building, before
my own eyes, a pavilion in the air, the di-
mensions of which he has just now required,
with the same confidence that one would re-
quire those of the most simple palace which
was to be constructed on the ground?

8ire, replied the eldest of the priests, ever
since Abicam has been at your court, we have
endeavoured, by every means we could devise,
to discover the nature of his constellation.
We have presented the quadrant to all the
stars in the zodiac, yt without being able to
discover that by whose influence he is guided ;
we suspect that its place is in a firmament
removed above that to which our observations
und calculations ure confined. Hecomes from
among the potent magicians of Chalden, and
may possibly be one of them himself.  But,
however consummately skilled in his art, it
would be impocsible for him to realize any
thing by natural - ans, and cqually so to a-
muse your mujesty with illusory uppearances,
if only three of us oppose the cmc‘lo’mem
and the display of his risources. We shall
repair to the place, on the day on which he
is to build ; and his workmen, if he has any,
will hardly be able to bear the piercing fire
of our looks, or the power of our incantations.
The king, upon hearing this discourse, re-
covercd iin confidence, and ordered every
thing to be made ready for the construction
of the pavilion. Four thousand Ethiopians,
six hundred chariots, un hundred clephants,
and the ablest workinen that Egvpt could
afford, were immediately employed n collect-
ing the necessary materials,  Hicar and Ze-
fagnic saw these preparations without uneusi-
ness.  The means they were to employ were
so simple that there coukd be no doubt of
their success.  The time preseribed soon
clapsed. A herald guve Hicar notice that the
king of Egypt was o\r(-cting him. He obeyed
the scummons, Well, sage Abivcam, suid Pha-
raoh, what you wished is done. All the mo-
terials are ready, and the place pointed out.
Are Sinkarib’s workien preparcd to begin?
They haye only awaited a signal from your
majesty, replies Hicar; aud if you will repair
to the spot within an hour, your wishes shall
be satished. I return to my camp to urge on
the progress of the work. 'This was new mat-
ter of wonder to the Egyptian monarch, Abi-
cam seemed to have no distrust in the efficacy
of his resources.  The king ordered an hun-
dred chariots to be immediatcly prepared, in
order to afford his court an opportunity of
enjoying eo singular 8 spectacle.  The col
lege of Yﬁm joined the procession, which
was farther augmented by un immense crowd
of people from Masser. Hicar and Zefugnie,
with all their train, waited to reccive Pha.
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raoh. Hicar stood at the head of his com.

pany, and no less formidable under
the banners of Mars, than under the shield

of Minerva. . 5

The four elephants, bearing their towers
decorated with flags, were placed in the van:
The rocs, with their conductors, w'mta(lofené:)hg
in a separate tower, in expectation
signals which they were to obey. Hicar, as
soon as he could distinguish Pharaoh’s cha-
riot, made Zefugnic ascend the tower which
she was to occy ‘y, ordered the music to play,
and set off at qu gallop himself to meet the
sovercign.  The king of Egypt had no suspi-
cion that the cavalier, whom he suw approach
with such speed, and so martial an air, was
the Assyrian ambassador. The other, alight.
ing from his horse, was at last distinguished
by the prince, and paud his respects.  What !
1s it you, Abicam! said he. How have you
been able to disburden yourself so %uickly
of the load of years, and thus to display
youth and vigour, not inferior to the wisdom
of which you have given such conspicuous
Rroofs 2—Sire, replicd IHicar, your majesty

stters too lughly the trifling advantages
which you are pleased to distinguish in Abi-
cam. They are the effects of that generous
emulation with which the great king my mas-
ter ingpires his ministers. But let us no
longer defer the fulfilling of the engagements
which we have contracted with your majesty.
My workmen are ready,and impatient to con-
vince you of their zeal and dexterity, in gra-
tifying your royal wishes.—They wait your
orders,” Let them begin, said Pharaoh. " 11i-
car went instantly up to the elephants, and
waved his hand, At this signal the filletting
which covered the two towers disappeared.
A woman was scen ascending in the air; she
was dressed in the Assyrian fashion, in a
purple robe, bespangled with golden stars ;
a veil of pauze, fulling from the top of a bon-
net richly garnished with diamonds, floated
before her on the wind, while the blaze of
the diamonds secmed to vie with the sun’s
rays; the piercing lustre of her eyes impress-

submissive respect on all about her; her
features bore an espression of epirit and dig-
nity, yct at the samc time retained all the
graceful sweetness of feminine beauty ; she
struck the air thrice, with a rod which she
held in her hand, and in a firm and distinct
voice uttered these words:

“ Humble slaves of powerful King Sin-
Karil, obey the orders of the great Pharaoh !’
At the instant a great noisc was heard. The
rocs, arising from their towers, raised aloft
to the clouds two of the loveliest objects that
could possibly be scen. These were their
young conductors. They appeared brighter
and less perfidious than the son of Venus;
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notwithstanding the velocity with which the
birds ascended, they scemed to sport play-
fully on their backs, while they mounted to-
wards heaven, of which they had the appear-
ance of being natives. Garlands of flowers,
the fresh lustre of which scarcely equalled
the beauty of their complexion, were the only
bands that confined their beautiful hair: but
its tresses floated in the air, and, as they were
raised and spread out, scemed to bear them
like wings, Their robes were of coloured
gauze, and floated around them with a dan-
cing motion, in a luminous circle, like the
scarf of Iris. In his hand each waved a guld-
en trowel; on the countenance of each sat
an ingenuous smile, expressive of the fearless
checrfulness with which they moved through
the clement in which they appeared. Sur-
prise for a while held Pharaoh and all his
compauy mute. Soou, however, a general
cry of admiration burst from them as well as
from Hicar’s attendants, who were as little
in the sccret as they. The officers of the
king of Egypt’s guard said to those of [licar’s ;
What prodigy is this we see 2—We know not,
rcplic([ the Assyrians. Pharuoh was transe
‘)ortcd at the sight.  The priests were in the
highest degree astonished and confounded.
At last the monarch, recovering the use of
his senses, asked what they thought of so
wonderful an exhibition. Sire,suid they, it is
an cffort of magic, above all human skill, and
absolutely surpasses our comprehension. The
king then addressed Hicar. Abican ! said he,
what name belongs to the enchantress, or
rather goddess, whom we behokd ? Where are
the pgenies whom she commands ? Most pow-
erful monarch! replied Hicar, ncither god-
dess, nor enchantress, nor gen'e is there ; she
whom you see is 8 woman; two boys are
with her; they are all subjects to the great
King Sinkarib.—Shall we sec them return?
—They are to build your pavilion, and the
woman whom you scc is the architect : look
up; J'our workmen are descending from the
clouds. When Hicar saw that the birds were
near enough to hear him ; Slaves of Sinku~
rib! cried he, do your duty. That instant
the woman a ed again. With a stroke
of her rod, she made the boys approach to
her. Workmen, said she, your foundations
arc laid; go and ask the materials necessary,
that you may begin your work: these are the
dimensions. As she spoke thus, she threw
out a bunch of ribbons ; the boys seized it,
and directed their flight to the place where
Pharaoh’s people were waiting for them, with
the materials which they bad brought toge-
ther. Pharaoh, with his priests and astrolo-
gers, then went up to the workmen. The
rocs, for some time, flew backwards and for-
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wards. They then descended so low, that
their y oung conductors could make themselves
heard.  Subjects of Pharuoh, suid they, give
us stones, lime, and sand, that we may build
the palace which your master requises.  The
king of Egypt’s slaves and workmen blessed
themselves, but were too much confounded
to answer the demand of the youths.  Great
king, cried the lady, from the height of the
tower, those whom your wajesty Luploys are
worthless Ethiopians. Exert yow authoity,
and rouse their souls, which are now debesedd
by slavery: order them to receive the basti-
nado on the soles of their feet. Pharaoh stood
motionless and silent.  Zcfagnie then spoke
to her workmen ¢ Subjects of Kivg Sinkarib,
i)_'our master wishes to give the fullest satis-
uction to King Pharaoh: Ifyou cinuot touch
the ground, yet descend as near to it as pos-
sible ; approacl those who cun give you no
help: At the suue time she mm?e the signal
with her rod, which they had been used to
obey; she directed them, and they took s
whecling flight to ~ome nearer the ground.
The Ethioptans fell prostrate on the earth,
and such of themas remained standing, through
pure stupidity, were benten down by the feet
of the rucs,
The pricsts of Osiris placed themsclves in
a circie vound the chief priest, and stood firm
on their feet.  Their purpose was to dispel,
by their looks, the enchantinent which they
funcied they saw before them. To oppuse
rod to rad, the chief pricst should at least
have remained cool and stewdy.  But, at sight
of the boys descending, he was transporied,
and his rod of power dropped from his hand.
His whole company were petrified, when they
saw the motion of the rod in Zefagnie’s hand |
direet the storm to where they stood. At
the rapidity and noise with which the rocs
approuched thom, they threw themselves one
upon another, und cntangled themselves in
cuch other’s clothes, in sccking to escape
such imminent danger. ‘The whole college
of sages soon appearcd one inanimate heap.
The plain, so Iately covered with an innue
merable crowd of people, scemed now a de-
sart.  Ouly the firm and haughty soul of
Pharoah stood the shock undismayed. lie
addressed Hicur, who had continued by his
side. Abicuin, said he, I have been dazzled
by vain imaginations, and puffd up by ap-
pearances. With my magi about me, I trusted
too much to their power. 1 presumed that,
since the death of Hicur the Chaldean, noman
in Assyria was able to contend with we, You
have evinced the contrary ; and you force me
to graut you my estcem, of which I have hie
therto given you but slight marks, Being
master of an industrious nation, J imagined
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mysclf more powerful than Sinkarib. He
sends only a woman to me, and my
lc are reduced to automata. 1 desire the
fricndship and alliance of your master. Me-
diate you between us. Come to-morrow to
my palace, and the conditions of our agree-

ment shall be finally settled.—1It may be su
powed, that the king of Egypt, although he
thus scknowledged his defeat, felt an inward
mortification upon the occasion. But he was
a prudent man, and resolved to hide, by his
ncromity, the true matives of his conduct,
or he feared the danger to which Ninkarib’s
resentment might expose him. The roew and
their conductors disappeared, as soon as the
lady, by whose ordem those wonders were
directed, had obscrved their effict. She then
entered her tower agamn, and it was covered
anew with the mystenous seil.  The crowd
arone to animate the plan.  Pharaoh, with
his court, returned to the palace.  Hicar a-
lighted from hin horse, and directed his com-
puny to put off their armour, nd retire into
their tents,  The roes and their guides, ha-
ving only retired to a neighbourmg forest,
now returned to then towers.  thicar and
Z.efagnie beng both disarmed, congratulated
ench other on the happy suceess of ther stra-
tazem, and determined on their subsequent
conduct. T wal not give up, said Hicar, any
onc of the conditions which have been signed,
and to-morrow  all shall be fnnlly sett ed.
The king of Egvpt’s imagination 18 much
struck ; his people are equally astomshed, 1
shall mvard myself of these dispoations, and
nuahe the best terts 3 e for Sinkarih, The
treasury which Nadan has exhausted must
be filled; the forees of the hingdom must
apam be put upoa & proper footing, and tho
fronticrs n w state of detence.  If Pharoh
comes 1o hnow that he has been the dupe of
wrtifice, we shull be unable to resist his mge.,
A soon, lh«'rrﬁm,:h we retarn to my coun-
try-hou-e, where 1 mean to stop Wefore Loing
to Nmeveh, 1 wall send the roes to the desart
by o trusty huntsman. T he boys he shall se-
parate from them by nig ht, aud bring back to
me, S‘ml\nnh would not be able to repress
lus curiosity to_behold those wonders which
Il astonished Fgypt; but itis necessary that
the iden of the saurvellous purt of this aftiur
rhould remain impressed upon the minds of
the sovercign and his subjects; it will give
them confidence in their own strength, and
will hinder them from throwing themselves
into the chuuns of their cnenties, by those very
weans by which they seek toavoid them, Not
(continued the sage Hicar) that I would de-
e, e o Bt wmecerly; b
which it is better he should remain jencears,
ter he should remain ignorant,

4
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I owe to my own character, and to that of
ambassador, which T sustain, to acquaint him
in due time who Abicam was. I shall em-
ploy no other contrivance for this purpose,
than that to which I have already had re-
course,—the sending of a letter from Sin-
karib by a pretended courier, which I brought
ready sealed from Nineveh, to make use of
upon occasion. After agreeing upon these
matters, the worthy pair made themselves
easy, and waited without anxiety for the events
of the ensuing day.

In the city of Masser. and in the royal pa-
lace, all was prepared to give the A~-yrian
ambassador the most magnificent reception.
He was no lonuer treated as the envoy of a
prince in vassalaze to Pharaoh. A deputa-
tion of the nobles of the court came to meet
lum at the gates of the city ; and when he
approached the throne, the monarch, after
recerving his homuge, descended and cm-
braced him.  Dear Abicam, said he, rare and
precious man, your appearance, your words,
and your actions have taught me 4o know
Kimg Smharib. 1 co:nmand mitlions of slaves;
but he reigns over men.  Well might Assy-
ria boast, although it had produced no other
great characters but Hicar and you' You
were, no doubt, a disciple of that sage. You
must have known lum famliarly ? Sire, re-
hied Abicam, your majesty shall be informed
in due time concerning my connections with
a man for whoin you seem to have entertain-
ed 5o mach esteems- -1t 1 have acted disre-
spectfully to Smbarib, replied Pharaoly, the
wurder of that great man was what cxcited
e o do o, Smee that event I have regard-
ed the hing ot Assyia aca tyrant, from whom
it was my duty to deliver the carth, And if
Hhicar were still alive, said Abicam, be would
certamnly endeavour to revenge his prinee, for
the calumnies which have been circulated
amumst the monarch, upon his account. For-
give me, sire, if 1 canuot, in this instance,
agree in your majesty’s sentiments.  No per-
son was ever wore devoted than I to the re-
putation and intercsts of that visier. T mnust
continue so tll my death; but I know, and
you will one day know, that he was not al-
ways blamcless.  Sisteen years before his
misfortunes, sire, lie himsel foolishly whet-
ted the sword whicn was to give him the fa-
tul stroke, and d.livered it to Sinkarib, by
whuse hands it was employed. At present,
I say no ‘more, 1 appear here as the mes-
senger of my waster’s intentions to you, sire;
it becomes me not to pretend to his confi-
dence, and betray it. to return to Hi-
car; 1 cannot avoid blaming hirh; he as-
pired too carly to repose and inactivity ; man
is born to toi/, and it is vain for him to hope



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

for tranquillity in the course of this life.
When public affairs are in the hands of a
wise man, he ought not to yield up his trust
to one who is rash and foolish. I begin to
be persuaded that ticar was wrong. said
Pharaoh, since wisdom, speaking by your
mouth, points out his errors. For I think
you too much his superior to believe you
would ascribe to him faults for which he is
not really blameable, You shall soon be
convinced, sire, replied the Assyrian, that |
am in no respect superior to Hicar. Iam so
unhappy as to find reason to blame myself for
as many faults as I have discerned in him.
But, said Pharaoh, before we proceed to talk
of the terms, which I consider as already set-
tled, will you tell me of what nature is the
object which appeared in the form of a wo-
man, and whom you represented as Sinkae
rib’s architect? I shalr tell you, sire, but
your prime minister must not know it. She
1s sister to the deceased king, and aunt to
him who now reizns in Assyria. She volun-
tarily offered to fulfil your wishes, on condi-
tion that,her name and character should be
concealed. I can give her no higher proof
of my admiration, said the king, than by ac-
quiescing in her desire ; yet it is with diffi-
culty that I refrain from rendering due ho-
nours to her birth, her merit, and especially
to the extraordinary power with which she
is invested. Indeed. sire, she is on many ac-
commts worthy of cvery distinction ; but it is
not in her power that her greatest superior-
ity consists; in this respect all the other wo-
men in Assyrin arc her equuls. Let us sign
our treaty, Abicam, said Pharaoh, and con-
clude. Iaspire to the fricndship of Sinkarib;
I should wish to see him in Nineveh, that I
might adwmire his glory. Orders are given
to pay you a tenth part of four years revenue
of my dominions. To this I add the nine
hundred kantars which your sovereign asked
to be expended on the construction of cha-
riots of war. Tell him that I am ready to
join him against his enemies. I shall imme-
diately dismiss his fugitive subjects who have
entered Egypt. You will deliver him this
Ietter from me.

“ Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to Sinkarib,
king of Assyria.

% Glory to the powers from whom pro-
ceed the favours which are shed upon the
earth! Glory to him who is crowned with
them! .

. 1 wished, brother, to contend with you in
wisdom, and myself imposed the terms ; but
I have failed in the struggle, and pay the for-
feit most willingly, in consideration of the
excellent things I have heard and seen. You
demand of me nine hundred kantars, to de-
fray your extraordinary expences ; and I am
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extremely haplez in having it in my to
oblige you. e only requital I ask for this
is, that you will exchange with me an off¢ne
sive and defensive trcaty of alliance, which,
sealed with my great seal, will be delivered
to you by your enlightened ambassador.”
hicam, loaded with presents and honours,
and Zefagnie, enriched with a diamond star,
resume the road to Nineveh, carrying with
them the terms of the Egyptian king. Two
grandees of his court, at the head of a de-
tachment of cavalry, escorted the embassy to
the froutiers of Assyria. Hicar was somewhat
uneasy at this honour: he did not wish to
see so many eyes fixed upon the cages which
contained the birds. In strict policy he should
have put them to death, and buried them in
his tent ; but he was incapablc of doing harm
to animals which had rendered him such es-
sential service. He contented himself, there-
fore, with placing around them a constant
and watchful guard; and whether he was
obliged to stop during the day, or to pitch
his camp, in order to rest during the night, he
did this in such a manner as that it was im-
ossible to discover his innocent stratagem.
n the mean time he had dispatched a war-
rior to Sinkarib, with a letter, in the name of
Abicam, which informed him of his success
at large, and acquainted himn with the return
of his subjects under his government,'and the
wrrival of the nine hundred kantars, in addie
tion to the ransoms which he brought. Nadan
read this letter, and was confounded at it.
Who is this Abicam, said he, who is patro-
nised by Zefagnie, and who, in so shorta
time, has pecformed so great wonders? Sin-
karib, cven when his glory was at the highest
pitch, would have thought himself very hap-
py in being received upon equal terms with
the king of Egypt; and yet this last has be-
come his tributary, at the very time when he
had only to show himself in order to subdue
him ! Nadan was astonished at all this; and
as he beheld in this stranger a man too dan-
gerous for him, he was already contriving in
what manner he might get rid of him, while,
on the other hand, Siukarib was returnin;
thanks to Heaven for having preserved his ol
visier, to extricate him from the difficulties
into which he had fallen by his own negli-
gence. Public report loudly proclaimed the
miracles which had been performed at Mas-
ser. Is the man whom you have employed a
magician, said Nadan to Sinkarib ? No, re-
plied the king, but he is a most wonderful
man, While this event engaged the atten~
tion of the court and the city, Zefagnie had
returned to her palace, and the pretended
Abicam had intimated to the king that he
would repose himselt for two days in his so-
litude, before he came to give an account of
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bis . Sinkarib fiew to the palace of
his aunt, und learned the success of
an invention of which they had not commu-
nicated to him even the ﬁen. He congratu-
Iated Inmuelf on his good fortune ; but, ex-
actly as the sage Hicar had foreseen, he wish~
cd to see these birds and children, by whose
means the pride of Pharaoh had been hum-
bled. That ix impossible, said Zefagnic ; Hi-
car, in engaging them for your service, pro
miscd them their liberty, and they are alread
in the enjoyment of it.  Destroy not the i
tumion by which Pharaoh is deceived, and,
that you may succeed better in this, allow it
to 1emun unexsplained in the uinds of your
people. Eam extremely happy in having seen
you before my husband hud made his appear-
ance ngn at the palace : as soon as he resumes
his officen, he cannot be announced there un-
der uny other name than his own; and you
must not permit the ungrateful Nadan to re-
miun, either us his colicague or inferior. Thus
wretch was theauthorof ull those dark intrigues
which dishonoured my husband mn your es-
teem : 8o Jong as 1t was necessary, you huve
supported han near you ; but as God has at
Jength restored your ancient visier, you ought
not to spare this dangerous minister, who
cnmspirﬂl his ruim, uod would soon complete
yourown: his head ought tofall uponthe scaf-
fold ; but T request the favour of your leaving
it to the disposal of Hicar: the unworthy
Nadun i« lis nephew, and must be punished
by that hand, the beneficence of which he has
forgotten.  Sinkarib yiclded to the wishes of
Zetagnic, and returned to his paluce, where
Nudun expected him with uncasiness.  The
hing himself was not altogether free from it ;
and as soon as he percened Nadan, he ad-
dressed the chicf of Hicar’s guard, who had
been & sorvant in the innermost apartments,
Cauwe the criminal to be bound, said he,

pointing to the visier, and let him be imme-

tely conducted to the palace of the grand
visier Hicar, his uncle:  deliver him up to
the orders of Zetagnie ; and resume yourself,
at the head of your band, the sume offices in
her palace with which you was formerly cn-
trusted.  Nacan was instantly arrested, and
shut up in the very prison where his uncle
had been mnccnleg. in order to screen him-
sclf from his fury.

After this, Sinkarib assembled his council,
and communicated to them his good fortune
in having found his former visier Hicar: he
mxéunwd :hned n;'r;dm el:’e tlll:d rendered him
n Egp, ict e tranquillity of
A}lyﬁn under the administration %f .oycn.

tened a minister, whom he had again re-
led to his office. Hicar entered the city
awidit the acclamations of the people, who
sonducted him in triumph to the foot of the
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throne, where the artful courtiers gave bim &
most distinguished reception. The minister
then delivered the letter which he carried to
Sinkarib, and persuaded the monarch to sign
the trcaty of alliance, and to return it with a
favounbf; answer to Pharaoh. Hicar had no
difficulty in prevailing on hin to do this ; and
a messenger was instantly sent iato Egypt
with the dispatches, which the king accom-
panied with the following letter:

“ To the powerful King Pharaoh, sove-
reign lord of the fertile Egypt. .

& Sire ! Hicar hath been recalledto life, that,
under the name of Abicam, he might admire
the knowledge and virtues which are the ore
nament of your august person. If he did not
make himself known to your majesty, you
must ascribe this reserve only to the mea=
sures which obliged him to support the char-
acter under which he appeared at your court.
Your mujesty will now be able to compre-
hend the language that Abicam used to the
dis&aragemcnt of Hicar.”

"hen the visier had openly, and to the sa-
tisfaction of all, resumed the reins of govern-
ment, he returncd to his palace, where Na-
dan was confined in chamms. He resolved,
though with regret, to speak to this criminal :
be could not, and indeed ought not, on any
account, to grant him his pardon ; yet he could
not resolve on his death He made the cave,
which was lighted by a lamp, be opened, and
there beheld his perfidious nephew stretched
upon the straw. Well, Nadan, said he to
lum, do you recollect what you have been,
what you have done, and what you now are ?
Can you think upon yourself? Not without
blushing, replied Nadan. The tyger, contie
nued Hicar, stained with blood and slaughter,
passing ncar a fountain, saw its own image,
which filled it with horror. While you lived
in your guilt, you did not listen to remorse;
to-day you fecl its bitterness! Alas! I do
feel and know it. No, you do not feel it :
did it equal your crimes, it would devour you.
Pardon me, my uncle: consider that the sume
l)loo_d fows in the veins of us both. Once,
replied Hicar, when the Ganges overflowed
its banks, it deposited some of its waters in
a hollow betwixt two mountains: they be-
came corrupted, and spread infection all a-
round, till they were cursed by the inhabi-
tants of the neighbouring places. How, said
they, dares any one curse the waters of the
salutary river, without which man would soon
perish for thirst ! Pestilential waters ! replied
a genius : the Ganges does not acknowl
those waters from which nothing but deadly
;ll\alnuom arise! You, lNadnn, therefore,

me no more your uncle, nor yourself
nephew. Well, Hicar, you are geynerous 35
Loble ; treat me likc a man, It would not be
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to recognise humanity in you, but to avenge
it of your enormities.y Once an wolf was ta-
ken among the lambs which a priest of Osiris
was tending. Spare me, said it to the kecper
of the flock : behold my mouth and my paws :
it is clear that I am innocent. The crime is
in thy heart, replied the keeper. But al-
tboug{ you should suppose so, replied the
wolf you are a minister of peace ; you never
use the knife but in sacrifice, and I am too
vile to be offered up; my blood would stain
your robe and your hands. It is only the blood
of the just that stains, said the priest, as he

lunged the knife in its throat: Die, wretch!
f sacrifice thee to the tranquillity of the flocks
which are in the world. You intend then to
behave tome a a judge, said Nadon, Wretch,
when thou speakest of justice, thou makest
me tremble. Is it possible for me to do jus-
tice to thee ! Recal to mind my kindness, and
thy treachery, my affection, and thy cruclty !
The law, conscious of its weakness, has des
nounced no punishment against ingratitude:
Heaven has reserved this for itself. Well,
said Nadan, banish me into the most dread-
ful desart. Even there you would be pursu-
ed by the furies, nor will they abandon you
even after death, This is the punishment
which you deserve; and I am not so cruel as
to deliver you up to it: all that I wish is,
that remorse may sharpen against you its
keenest arrows ; that thy guilty heart may be
pierced with them; and that youmay become
at least scnsible to grief! Delivered at length
to rcpentance, you would repair (at least in
part) the atroaity of your conduct by your
tears. Alas! you behold me shed them.
Yes, traitor, thou dost weep, but it is to see
my life rescued from thy stroke, and to be-
hold thyself in chains, and unable to avenge
thyself.” We must inflict such punishments as
shall chastise, not thy crimes alone, but thy
pride also.

When be had said this, Hicar departed,
bewailing 2 nephew whom he had no hopes
of bringing to repentance. Some days after,
he went again to sec him ; but he found him
dead in his prison. In this manner was the
world delivered from the fatal existence of
an ungrateful man, He had hanged himself
by his hair, on a nail which was fixed in the
walls of his dungeon. Hicar and Zefagnie
consoled themselves; and in the attachment
of Sinkarib they found a full recompence for
all the griet into which Nadan had plunged
them. The monarch, instructed by the dan.
gers to which he had been exposed under a
r_&rﬁdious and wicked minister, now devoted

imself wholly to business, and gained the
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affection of his people, and the admiration of
the neighbouring powers.

Schahriar nl:peared to be delighted with the
history of Sinkarib and his two visiers, which
was thus concluded: he was pleased with the
punishment of the ungrateful Nadan, and the
manner in which Hicar had supported the
character of Abicam at the court of Pharaoh.
The flight of the rocs, and the address of the
children, had also contiibuted to his amnuse-
ment.

Dinarzade had taken a peculiar intercst in
Zefagnie. You have described, sister, said
she to Scheherazade, & woman for whom I
have conceived such an estcem, that I have
never thought of asking her age; and even
had you told me that she was advanced in
years, I certainly would have forgot it, amid
the splendour of so many charms, and the ex-
alted dignity of her mauners. But as this
history has becn long, and as we ought to be-
ware of fatiguing the attention of the sultan
our sovereign, I should wish, sister, that you
would relate the story of a certain scheban-
dad of Surat, which I remcmber formerly to
have heard with very great pleasure. I would
gladly undertake it, snid the beautiful sulta-
ness, did not the day, which begins to ap~
pear, advisc us that other dutics must be
performed. At least, sister, replicd Dinare
zade, you will engage to relate it to-morrow ?
1 .slmli, at the command of our invincible
sultan.

The next day, the sultaness, being remind-
ed of her promise, with the approbation of
the sultan, thus began :—

The History of the Fumily of the Schebandad
of Sural.

A sCHEBANDAD of Surat * had four sons, for
whom he procured wives, and whom he set-
tled advantageously in the world. But it so
hnfpencd, that, at the end of tweaty years,
only ene child remained to each. he three
clder brothers had cach a son, and the young-
est a daughter,

Vasume was the name of this young woman.
Both nature and education had conspired to
render her accomplished. Nothing was talk-
ed of at Surat but the charms of her figure,
her talents, and her wit. Her three cousing
loved her to distraction: their whole ambi-
tion was to gain her hand. This rivalship
way likely to ﬁ: attended with dangerous con-
sequences ; and the schebandad, who foresaw
this, assembled his family, and spoke thus to
hig children: My childrefl, says he to them,
Vasume can only be the wife of one husband.
Her father and f are willing to belicve you all

® A schebandad,—a principal merchant.
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ly worthy of her hand ; but as the hap-
news of »out amiable cousin is at stake, [
Ewc thought proper to leave her at entire Ii-
berty to make her own choice; and the one
of the three whom she shall prefer muy de-
'n ! upon our approbation and consents
‘The threr cousing could not appose this
reasonable peoposal ; and the schebandad was
commismoned o conmumcats it to his grand-
daughter  Vasume was much embarrossed.
Father, said she, T love 11y cousns with an
equal affection, und wo il be extremely sor-
ry to disoblige uny of Jhem, Howeser, sce
you require me to muhe a choico, and as it is
alinost & matter of indi' ~cnce to me which
of them I obram, I L e thought of a method
of determin ng the pomr. Iy consins are en-
dowed with excellent ailities ; and I will take
thut one of the three for oy hushand who
shll relate the most wzrecable story 3 for of
hir ment be equal i otuer respects, | behieve
the man of the best undeis anding is the best
cuiculated to promote the happiness of his
wife. 1 shall o and wfoom them of your
posady rephied the vehebandad ; and as
they will not Lo ¢ had tune to prepare them-
scives, you will he the better able to judge of
the 1esourees of then imagination. 1 know
therr wdents @ be-udes, the reward they have
in view will gicc thun cournge to attempt
every thing; and in the trunspaits of -
pectation, every ability will be exertdl.
The schehandud having neguontad the
rmn men, mxom returned (o {'z-.\m-.:c, tol-
wwed by her father and the three lovers,
The whole company took their < ats, and the
contest was rendy to bozie, The eldest wae
begmuing s story, when he was intorrupted
by the besutiful Indn, My wnacbic cousin,
sand ahie, first of ull, you wust permt me to
bring luther one exteemddy capnble of direct-
ing my judgment. D §osd chey adidress-
Ing herddt to u slase, o aml acquaat "y
'00‘] Num-. that J ¢ et lici b e dtis my
purse, continned she s 12 9s 1) 1o Leveeable
stories she has formerhy tol i that 1owe
a great part of my sttuctaon; 2l none of
1 will be able to projudicc or corrupt the
Judze, for ahe is blind @ thas Ser decision
must be in favour of renl watt. Come fore
ward, good nurs, suid s ¢ o Nane ns she
entered 3 cause them to conduct you to me,
and }wcpm- yourself to listen w.th attention,
My futher is here, with sume good Ganpany,
wlio are going to tell you stories: be seated
on my wfe. Upap this Nane, gropaug her
:ay. nla:t lc)iown at Vusuul\c’s side, whom she
new by her voice; and he who had spoken
firat thus began his story :— pob
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The Lover of the Stars; or, Cabil- Hasen's
i Story.
DaLnuc, a romfr in Bagdad, had been pret-
ty successful in his business : seventeen years
after bis warriage, his wife, whom sorrow had
rendered inﬁrn;‘, died, leaving him a son of
siateen years of age.

me) that timaeg the potter frequented the
house of Narilha, a widow, much younger
than himself. This woman was by profession
a scller of cosmetics, which preserved the
freshness of the complexion and skin, and ape
peared to perpetuate youth. Her artificial
compositions had procured her admittance
mto the interior apartments of the caliph’s
palace, and of the principal harams in the ca-
pital. But he: fame was not of long duration.
Alter thesplendour of a fleeting charm, some
of her customers observed their attractions
vamish too soon 3 time imaprinted his wrinkles
on their artificial countcnances 3 and our wi-
dow, findiug her credit diminish, determined
to share the little fortune of her friend the
potter, by becoming his wife.  Dalbuc was
too much captivated to refuse this proposal 3
and thus, in virtue of her influence in his afe
fections, and the contract of the cadi, the sell-
er of cosmetics was established as the abso-
lute mistress of Lis house.

Nuwilba had a <on of the same age with
Dalhuc's: he was one of the most stupid chil-
dronin Bacdad 5 but e was not the less the
beloved idol of his mother.  This foolish and
rude crastiee, whose nume was Badur, em-
boldened by the pattiality of Dalhuc for his
mother, fised a quarrel on his step-father’s
sou, who, forzetting Lis natural gentleness, re-
venged his ijurions treatment by beating him
soundly : the enraged mother banished her
husband’s duld from the heuse; and the un-
fortunate wretch, almost nahad, was obliged
to tahe refuge in the bouse of one of his mo-
thee's brothers, Nanlhe, delivered from this
troubicsome spy, and fluttering herself that
shie could biing the Little knowledge of busie
ness she posae sed to goud account, exerted
it 1 purchusiog a garden without the city,
and st up a finit-shop, of which the caliph
humself became a customer, by the interest
of the punieyor of the pulace. The poor Dal.
hue, driven from his father’s house, had ar-
rived, in n most disconsolate condition, at the
house of his uncle Cassanak, who was one
of the most honest and industrious men in
Bagdad; but his familv was too large to ad-
mit of his being himself of all the service to
his nephew that he could have wished. Ene
raged ut the outrage Dalhuc had suffered, he
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determined to request one of his friends, a
geomancer, to assist him, and persuaded him
to espouse his quarrel very warmly. What
vengeance would you wish to take on your
nephew’s step-mother? a-ked the learned
man. I wish to humble this arrogant woman,
replied Cassanak, to tear from her the mo-
ney of which she has deprived Dathuc, and
to lay it out in establishing my nephew. This
young man was promised in marringe to the
only daughter of a wealthy barber. He was
reafly attached to the girl, and the flame was
mutual ; but Narilha has produced a change
in the father’s intentions, and this young lady
is at present designed for Badur. 1should wish,
said Cassanak, to show the step-mother to her
husband in her true character. I shall answer
for the complete success of your wishes, re-
plied the geomancer, provided you will take
upon you the execution of the plan 1 am to
lay down. Go immediately, and, in the neigh-
bourhood of the palace, hire a shop, the most
commodious you can find for the display of
fruit; and, when the bargain is made, return
hither, and you shall find your business in
progress.

go%dwfsa(l,;k, delighted with the opportunity
of avenging himself on Narilha, yiclded the
most ready obedience : he hired a shop, gave
an earnest, and returned.  You have been ex-
peditious, said the geomancer ; nor have I been
1dle : here are the means by which you are to
succeed in your design. Take this Armenian
robe and cap : take also this paper, which con-
tains particular inst:uctions, which you must
observe next morning : carefully study the
words, which you are to pronounce in a low
voice; and whenever a prodigy may be ne-
cessary for your measurcs, boldly demand it.
I have given you arms, and shall aid your in-
tentions. To-morrow morning let your ne-
phew appear in the shop which you have hi-
red ; but, to avoid the pryving eye of meddling
curiosity, let him carcfully repress hr, surprise
at whatever he may witness.

Cassanak returncd hoine, and retired to his
closet, to study Privately the character he was
to represent. He waited impatiently for the
return of morning. No sooner had light ap-
peared than he put on his magical robe and
conical cap. He then sent Dalhuc to his ‘post,
and set out himself towards the house of Na~
rilha. The fruit was disposed in her shop so
as to have the best show : he expressed sur-
Pprise at its fineness. Taste, said she, sir stran-
ger ; these fruits are still better than they ap-
pear to be. Cassanak required no more en-
treaty, and found them truly good. I was in-
tending a }ioumey to Damascus for fruit, said
lie, but if you and I can agree, madam, as I
find here what I want, I shall spare myself
that trouble. In truth, sir, the gardens of the
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caliph produce nothing so savoury and deli-
cious, replied Narilha : what you see here is
intended in part for his own table, and the
tables of his household. However, to oblige
you, sir, 1 shall spare some part. Madam, I
feel myself highly flattered g; your complai-
sance : you shall certainly have no reason to
repent it. But, in truth, these are fruits which
the angels might be proud to eat of. Give me
two of these lpomcgranates. and tell me the
price. Narilha was greatly surprised that,
after such extravagance of praise, he should
ask for nothing but pomegranates : she deter-
mined to be revenged upon hini, by enhancing
the price, and asked what was exorbitant.
‘The Armenian, however, paid it without he-
sitation. When my eniployers shall have ths-
ted your fruits, added he, I hope to conclude
a bargain with you of much higher consc-

uence. So saying, he sat down in the mid-

le of the shop, threw the two pomegranates
with all his might into the air, and they in-
stantly disappeared. Narilha and her son ut-
tered cries of astonishinent. The pretended
Armeuian took from his pocket a silver tube,
and seemed to articulate some words in a low
voice. Immediately after, he put his car to a
speaking trumpet of the same metal, and pre-
tended to listen to something which was said.
Then putting up his instrument, and assu-
nung an air of satisfaction, Madam, said he,
your fruits have been tried, and found deli-
cious: I am ordered to parchase all that you
can spare, and to send them away instantly :
It will Le soon done ; for people have been
sent to aseist me.  Ilere is my purse ; take
what money you please in payment for your
fruits. The sight of the gold awakened the
avarice of Narilha, She would willingly have
taken the whole purse ; but, out ois shame,
she satisficd herself with thirty sequins, in
payment for what was not worth above five
or six.

The Armenian, far from being dissatisfied,
did not take the lcast notice of the exorb-
tance of her charge. He then took up the
fruits, threw a melon to the right hand, an
apple to the left ; and all the fruits in the shop
were soon in motion, and disappeared with as
much velocity as if they ha(l been winged.
Badur and Narilha followed the fruits with
their eyes, How, whither, and by what means
have you sent all the fruit away ? said she to
the Armenian. Madam, replied he, T am chicf
purveyor to the stars, in which it is always
either too hot or too cold, too wet or too dry,
so that nothing comes to maturity. I had
come down to the earth to collect provisions ;
and I must confess, that, in consequence of
the fame of the fine fruits of Damascus, I was
going to that city, when I happened acciden-
tally to pass your shop. The sight of your
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fruits drew me in, their fragrance increased
my surprise, and the tacte completed the
charm. 1 sent two for trial, and immediately
recaved orders to take them all.  If you are
equally well provided to-morrow, and on sub-
sequent days, nothing shall be left in your
shop, and you shall become fruit-woman to
the skies.  Narilha rubbed her eyes, and
scarcely kncw whether she was awake or
dremming; to such a degree was she affected
hy news, The foolish Badur gnpcd,
and Jooked alternately on his mother, the Ar-
menian, and the roof of the room. A very
fine young man this, said the cunning pur-
veyor : he is your brother surely, madam ¢ his
Jooks very much resemble yours.  No, sir, he
in my son, rephed the fruit-woman,  What !
is it possible that you can have so tall o son
at your age? That cannot be.  You must be-
gin to think of settling him in marringe. I
uwn thinkimg of it, sir: He is, in a manner,
contracted to the danghter of a rich barber,
one of our friends, A buarber ! o barber ! and
u rich barber too, truly ! In heaven are man
wonders, but none like this. Were he not sie
lent, the miracle would be complete. Do you
kuow, madum, thut the bare profits on your
truits for o year mny put you in a condition
to ank 0 vimer’s daughter 7 And, at the worst,
we have young women in the upper world
who would be very proud of an ulﬂmncc with
your son.  How, sir! are there warriages
above 2—Are there marringes ! Do you think
that heaven was propled without connettions
of this kind ? All that vou sce shine there has
both futher and mother.  How should new
stars be dwly discovered, if they were not
born ! How did the mitky way get that name,
think you? It is the resdence of the nurses.
Trust to me, wadam : 1 huve particulur views
for your son.  He shall marry the youngest
and most bloomimg of our beauties. Wha
may she be 2 The Morning Star.  She is
bright und blooming, to be sure; but as to
youth, it is imposmible she can be young, sir §
or I have huown her since I came iuto the
world, and shc was then as big as she is now.
She whom you were scquainted with, madam,
has ¢l a few years since.  But do you
suffer the stars t~ clope, without ashing whi-
ther they go? T: is true, indeed, they are
#0 numcrous that such as stcal off are never
missed.—But I speak seriously : Would you
wish your son to marry the loveliest of the
stars? Ah! sir, I shauld be quite transported
if that could be brought about. Should he
shive in the firmament too? He would occa-
100 no shade there, I warrant you. But his
ustress comes regalarly every day near the
earth: if you like the proposal, let us try if
we can settle the matter: shut your shop-
door, and bring hither o bucket of water.
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The Armenian’s orders were obeyed. The
bucket of water was placed where he directed.
Come hither, young man, said he to Badur :
Jook into this water: your countenance, you
sce, i3 very hundsgme th assume an a;l", egf

, s, in order that you may 8|
e e e o]
—You may now retire. When Badur step-
ped back, the Armenian took up the bucket,
threw the water into the air, and not a drop
of it fell back into the room. What are you
doing, sir ? said Narilha, who was at first con-
cerned to see him cast the water about in her
shop,and then greatly surprised that every drop
ofitshould have disappeared. Ihave sentyour
son’s portrait, said lic, to the loveliest of the
stars: let us sit down: we shall hc‘ar. in a
moment how she likes it. During this inter-
val the Armenian engaged the good woman
in a conversation on indifferent matters. On
a sudden he arose, stood in the middle qf
the room, put his tube to his mouth, and his
trumpet to his ecar. Your son, madam, sm.d
he, is highly, nay, infinitely agreeable ! Heis
destined to the most exalted fortune ; but he
must dress himsclf after my fancy : I know
the tuste of our ladies. Badur has a high
rosy complexion, which must not be hid un-
der that bushy beard, which almost joins his
eve-brows, and hides the sparkling animation
of his cyes. Let his beard be shaven down
to the upper lip: let him not neglect this pre-
caution, und I promise him certain success in
his amours, To-morrow morning I shall be
still more certain than to-day. Your son must
entertain his mistress with some little piece
of gullantry: let him provide himself with a
nose-gay of the finest flowers; and do you,
madam, tuke care to have your shop as well
filled to-morrow as to-day : here is an earncst
to agsure you that I shulf come again. The
onl{ thing I require of you is, to be secret
with respect to the trade which we shall con-
tinuc to curry on: the lcast indisorction on
this head might cause you to miss your fore
tunc. The stars are too much talked of al-
ready among mankind, who have recourse to
them upon the most trivial occasions: even
this is sufficicntly teasing and disagreeable to
the celestial bodies. You sce I speak frankly.
Adieu: I am called elsewhere ; but I'shall be
with you early to-morrow. So saying, Cas-
sanak bowed, and went away.

1 should think ail this a dream, said Na-
rilha to her son, had I not these thirty se-
quins in my hand, which are certainly good
gold, and of the just weight. Why, said Bae
dur to his mother, must I go instantly to
have my beard taken off i—Why all” this
haste? The stars never sce by day; and if
fresh shaven to-morrow morning, you will ap-
pear to so much the better advantage. But,
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in truth, added Narilha, I cannot cease re-
flecting on our adventure. This Armenian
must certainly be a very honest man, for .he
might have dispensed with paying us so high
a price, and in so handsome a manner, with
the samnc ease with which be removed our
fruits. Thou, my friend, instead of going in
such a haste to shave thyself, must bring some
baskets of fresh fruits to the shop, that the
caliph’s purveyor, when he comes in, may not
go away empty-handed ; for great profits must
not wake us overlook the smaller. As she
spoke thus, the purveyor entered. What!
said he, I had need of all your fruit to-day,
and here I find none ! Have patience a mo-
ment, sir: our asses are not yet arrived: Ba-
dur has gone to meet them: if you have not
time to stay, return to the palace, and what-
ever you want shall be sent. T will have none
of your fruit sent to me, replied the purvey-
or; I want to choose it out myself; nor will
Y wait for your asses. So saying, he turned
and went out. Narilha was piqued at this
tart language, and felt ber vauty hurt by it.
She thought it very extraordinary and very
improper that so little respect should be paid
to a lady who bad the honour of being fruit-
woman to the stars. You see, said she, how
the slaves of the great forget themselves, Ah!
when we shall have made our fortune, how I
shall trample upon all these little creatures,
Other customers dropped in. What, said they,
onc afteranother,have you nothing remaining ?
People should give notice when they leave off
tm(lle. No, replicd she, I have nothing here,
nor shall ever have for such as you: you speak
as if you were addressing yourselves to one
who lived by your chanity. Certainly, said
they, as they went out, you do not take the
menns to make a fortune. The fruit remo-
ved out of Narilha’s shop had been, by the
same means, placed in the shop of l)nll)mc’s
son. The purveyors found there what they
wanted. Cassanak had laid aside his Arme-
nian disguise, and had come to assist his nc-

hew in his first attempt at shop-keeping.
All that he had in the shop was bought up at
his own price ; the value being enhanced by
the number of the purchasers.

All were surprised to see Dalhuc’s shop so
well furnished at the first opening, I owe it,
said he, to my uncle’s kindness. And this,
no doubt, replied one of the purveyors, is
what has rendered your mother-in-law so im-
]:rudent: nothing but saucy language is to be

ad from her to-day: attend to your busivess,
and you shall have all onr custom. While
Dalhuc was doing so well, his mother-in-law
carefully hid her sequins in a secret place,
hoping to amass, in time, a treasure which
might make her independent of all about her.
Beware, said she to gzdur, of mentioning ta

K

my husband what an advan sale we
have made to-day : he cannot keep a secret :
he is too much addicted to sloth and drunkene
ness, and if he knew the happy state of our
affairs, would fall back to his old habits ; and
then, however much we might gain, we should
soon become poorer than ever. He is, bes
sides, impertinently curious; and if we were
to speak to him of the man who is to return
to-norrow, he would stay at home to see him,
and all would be discovered. We want him
to gather fruits, if we mean to sell: he must
therefore be persuaded to set out earlier than
usual. Thou shalt go out to the suburbs, and,
with this sequin which I give thee, purchase
two loads of fruit ; for I have a kind of pre-
sentiment that we shall have a good sale to-
morrow ; besides, thou hast necd of a note-
gay. Badur set out in obedience to his mo-
ther. Cassanak had, in the mean timne, gone
to sec his friend the geomancer, and bad
given himn an account of his operations during
the preceding day; and they prepared their
operations for the day following.

The morning light no sooner appeared,
than Badur, with a large nosegay, ran to the
barber’s shop who was to have been his fu-
ther-in-law, to have his beard and eyc-brows
shaven in the fachion of the stars. e fell
into the hands of the apprentices, who, when
they heard in what a singular manner the
simple Badur desired to be shaven, asked
what had put such a fancy in his head ? No
matter, replied he; do as 1 bid you: I obey
my mother, who means to make mc a mirror
to the stars! The young folks could not help
Inughing : the noisc they made drew people
in who were pussing by: they were nﬁ curi-
ous to know the mirror of the stars. When
Navrilha’s son was sutisfied with the improve-
ment on his beard and eye-brows, he took
up his nosegay, and was going away. So!
where are you going with these flowers ? snid
the young men. Did you not bring them for
our master’s daughter 2 Are you notto leave
them here? No; I am carrying them to my
mother. Has your mother changed her em-

loyment, and become a seller of flowers?
eintend this as a present. To whom, pray ?
Were it Haraphat, you have enough there
to cover all the cows which are then sa-
crificed.—~These flowers for cows ! said Ba-
duc impatiently: my mother knows better
where to give her presents. As he said this
he left the shop. The barber camc in a few
mnoments after : they told him what a strange
figure Badur had made among them. Bad
reports, said he, are going about his mother:
I think they are bewitched. My daughter
shall not be his : I will go and give the father
up his promise, and require him to do the
same by me.
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Badur, believing bimself as beautiful as the
star he wished to conquer, returned to his
mother’s shop, where he found her, freed
from her husband, proud of the quality of her
fruit, and admiring the beautiful order in
which she had arranged them nothing was
wanting but a purchaser; and the Armenian
soon B Let us make haste, madam,
said he to her, as I have other busincss. For
what sum will you scll all that | see? Good
fruit is scarce, replied Narilhu, and these are
admirable; there is not a single bad one a-
mong them: there arc a fourth more than
there was yesterduy, and consequently you
ought to give e forty sequins for them.
That is a large sum, rephied Cussanak ; but 1
must fulfil the engagements 1 came under;
and to-morrow you way be more reasonable :
in the mean time, there are your forty sequins.
As soon as the money was told, the parclhaser,
as he hud done the duy before, took one
of cach sort of fruit, threw 1t into the wr, and
it disappeured.  Invisible hands were wating
the mgual to scize all that was in the shop,
and i a moment it was cmpty; even the
Jeaves with wlich the fruit was endircled
wesre conveyed to Dathuc’s shop.  This mu-
racle being performed, the Armenian direct-
ed lus attention to the foolish Badur, who,
decked out in & new dress, fieed from thre ¢-
fourths of his cye-brows, and with rothing
but a small tuft of beard upon the pont of
his clun, was watciung the looks of his new
patron.  This is very well, friend ! saud Cun-
sanak to lum: you are dressed to a miracle ;
but you are furnished with a nosegay, 1 hope?
1 have not faled to supply myself’ with that,
replied Badur, showing 1t to fum, There e
too many flowers there ! said the Armeman :

ou must pick out the most beautiful, the

st, and the most odoriferous only : ay,

these you bave just now tahen are quite sul-
ficent @ tie than together, and give them to
me. The Armenian took the noscgay, threw
it into the air, and it followed the sanie rond
the fruit had done. Ah! continued he, did
ou know the langunge of the stars, 1 could,
mcans of my tube, procure you a charme

ing conversation ; but the pronunciation of
thus language is cxtremely difficult, on nccount
of its having no vowels: you will, however,
onc day have an excellent master, who wil]
teach it yon much mure easdy than I can:
till this s?mll happen, bowever, you must car-
ry on your courtship, and, if you please, send
10 your mistress a more exact and agrevable
picture of yoursclt than was tuken i:slcl day :
that was overshadowed by a thick beard, and
two bushy eye-brows; to-duy the beauty of
your features 18 unclouded : another
pail full of water to be brought. Badur did
as he was desired, without a moment’s hesi-
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tation; and as soon as the pail was in the
middle of the store-house, he stooped down
as near the water as he possibly could, in or-
der that the features of his countenance might
make a more lively impression ; but two n-
visble hands, laying hold of his beard, drew
down his head to the bottom of the water.
His whole body would have been dragged in,
had not Ius hands, which were firmly pressed
agamst the brim of the pail, resisted the ef-
fort. The mother set up a ternble shriek,
and Badur sturted up: the Armeman langhed
with all his might. Dchghtiul pleasautry !
exclauned he: you know not the art of our
ladies! Your son was drawn to the bottom of
the pail, that they naght snatch a hiss from
hum.  Dows not his countenance, madam, ap-
pear covered with pearls ? Do not his Iy
scem perfumed with amber? Come, chzm
said he to Badur, stoop down again towards
the place where you can meet with nothing
but caresses @ present to your mistress u sini-
ling countenance, and amorous looks. Her
wish at pre-ent 1s to preserve your likeness,
and she will tahe care to do nothung wlich
nught disturb sts expression.  Yes, my son,
added Nunlha, passmg her band betore his
countenance, this geutleman s in the i ht
they have bestowed caresses on you, which
you hive not pereenved, una have left upon
your hips the perfume of the rose and of the
violet, Come, fricnd, you must yield to this
pleasautry of thes celestialfadies, and appear
desitous to please them: go, view yourelf
in the water, and luugh most heartily, that
you may show you are pleased. ‘The weak
foul, in obedience to his mother, placed hin-
sclt on his hnces before the pul, presented
his face to the mirror 1n \\hl("l it was to be
represented, laugling, 1 exact nmtation of
the ory of a goat.  Very well! excellently !
exclmmed Caseanok: go on: you see they
want no longer todraw you to the water: laugh
still much louder: wdependent of all the parti-
cular graces you display, you give a most fu-
waurable idea of the cheerfulness of vour
temper. Badur, by wew bunsts of laughter,
quite undid all be had set up before: the
noise was heard in the street, and attracted
the caliph’s provider, who kuocked wery
smuutly at the door: Nanlha opencd it. and
the piovider entered, while her son raised
himself very briskly. What, madam, said he,
do you not sell fruit now ? Have you mude a
stuble of your house ! There 1s the watering-
i alrendi in the middle. I have heard,
however, that you have got home a great
deal of fruit: could I have some of it '—
You do not risc early enough i the morming,
rephest Narilha, tantly : one who gives a better
price hath got before you, and wy house cun
onhy bave the sppearance of a stable wlule



NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS.

you are in it. These are very insolent speech-
es, replied the provider: Are you iguorant
that I belong to the caliph 2—Are you igno-
rant that my shop is an open murket ; that I
am bound to serve the public; and that he
who cumes too late has humself to blame?
Fareweil, madam frwit-seller! They were in
the right in calling you a tool: I shall en-
ter your shop no more. Farewell, muster
rrovidcr! If you keep your word, they will
have been in the right to call you wise. Iam
going, madam fruit-seller : they shall hear of
you in the palace. Go, good provider: 1 will
take care they shall hear of you also there.
The provider went out m a rage : Nanlba
was in a passion hkewise ; and the Armenian
endeavourced to calm her.  Forget this inso-
Jent fellow, madam : I promise you, you shall
no more need to transact business with ban .
let us finish what we have begun: persuade
your son to present Ins figure ouce more to
the pail ; and he will do as well it he makes
Jess noise, so that he may not attract other
troublesome people.  Badur put himself i
the posture required ; and as soon us the Ar-
menan thought the portruit compicte, he
sent it to the star ot the morming, by the same
conveyance which he had made use of for
the former one.  Having afterwards apphied
his tube, he thus spohe to Naniha: Yow
FON 15 Vel { happy, madam : his fortune 1» to
be envied; but if he aseends on hizh, he
must be wise, and must not abuse s advan-
tages.  To-morrow, perhaps, 1 shall tell you
mo: e agreeable things : and remember alwayy
to provide me as good fruit as 1 have got to-
day, and 1 equul nbundance. Saymg this, he
departed. Do you understand, Badur @ said
Narilha to her son: you must go and pur-
chase fruit ; for our gurdcen, large as 1t 18, will
not ~upply us : bring, at the same time, a nose-
gay for your mistress, to whom I wish to
send it to-morrow, as a pres.nt from myseif.
Cassanak had gone to his nephew’s huuse to
put off his robe and his cap, and found hun
delivering fruit to the calipl’s provider, to
those of the visier and of the principal emirs ;
but as he was no longer necessary there, he
hastened to his friend the geomancer. Tlus
is all thut remains to be dore, said the
Jearned man to him: your nephew’s shop 15
at present well frequented; but we cannot
afford to purchase any more fruit from Na-
rilha, who sells them so preposterously above
their value. One of the finest gardens in the
neighbourhood of Bagdad is au:resent ex-
posed to sale : you must go immediately, with
the money in your hand, and conclude a bar-
gain for it. It will cost you five hundred se-
quins, with an old black slave, and four beasta
of burden to labour it for you. You will find
there an excellent gardener, whom it will be
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roper to keep ; and as your nephew will ne
B) be assisted by theyinvisible hands whe
both brought and arranged the fruit, you inust
rovide yoursel! with a slave: all this anust-

: done immediately.  But where sbail I get
these sequins, rephed Cassanak, since 1 am
unabie to return you those which you have
aiready lent me ! You owe me nothuy, re-
plied the gevmancer : the treasure whicn is
to turnish you with six hundred sequns hath
already rennbursed me; 1 mean that ot the
step-wother : she is possessed of more than
twelve hundred pieces of gold, the half of
which she has stolen from Dalhuc since he
had the nustortune to marvy her: all that be-
longs to your ucphew; and we must also teack
his tatner the method of getting the remain-
der mto his possession.  The sequins which
you have given this woman by my hands
came as speedily back again: they were first
stolen by her 5 but no svoner had she shut
them up m ber repository, than they left it in
comipuny with us many others, 1 place themn-
selves i my cotler, 11 choose, not one of
them would remain in her concealment; lat
1 only wish to tuke from it what Duathuc
oughtto have given lus sontosettle lum in ule.
‘There s the gold, my dear Cassanak : go and
conciude your burgiun.  l'o-morrow, tor the
lust tume, you wust return to this fruit-wo-
wan: 1t s necessary to keep up the itiusion
with her and her son till you pave conciuded
your neptiew’s muniage with the buiber’s
duushter; und all thas msy be casily accom-
plished to-moriow, m the manner Ishall point
out.

While these two fuiends were taking their
mensures togcther, the burber was sbout a
measure cqually tavourable to their views :
he had come o au explapation with Nariha.
What sort of behuviour 18 tlus of Badur?
said be o her: he has got huuself shaved and
combed n the moest ndiculous manner: is
he mad, or have you cuused him to be cir-
cumased ? He wisplays a large noscgay of
slowers, hut leaves none of them to my daugh-
ter: 1 sce i at your fect: are you become
his iuol? tor he 14 80 stupid, that you may
turn hun how you please: I will not have a
madman for my sou-in-law, or one of so little
understanding as to stand m need of direc~
tion from any one except bis own wife. The
barber uttering these words with the volubi-
lity whach is peculiar to people of his profes-
sion, percewved that Naritha reddened, and
m behcéume furious with auge; : he therefore

ight it a good opportunity for bringing the
matter to a conclusion, Dg you unl:&r?und
me, madam ? said he, advancing two steps.
Do I understand you ? Devil’s barber ! inso-
lent Jew ! if you wish for fools to govern,
choose them yourself. Keep your bas-



tard of a dunfhter: my son is not for her:
you are people with whom we should blush
to have any connection whatever. You
restore me then my promise ? replied the
barber, endeavouring to restrain himself: I
am much obliged to you, and shall engage it
no more, But it is two ycars since your hus-
band and your son frequented my shop, with-
out ever having left a single penny: I must
at least have something for my apprentices.
Ah! who has refused you your wages? re-
lied the fruit-seller: not a single workman
n dad can complain of us. Hold, added
she, throwing six sequins with great disdain
upon the table, there 1s for the master barher
and his boys; for one could scarcely pay too
dear to get nid of them : be gone immediately.
At the sight of the gold, the barber opened
his eyes very wi.c. This woman is evidently
mad, said he to himsclf: she throws her gold
at my head; and should I think of contra-
dicting her again, she might throw somcthinf;
more deadly at me: let me be going with
what I have. Saying this, he turned himself
briskly, and hastened out of the shop. As
the barber was going home, he met Cnssa-
nak, who had just taken possession of the
garden, and arranged every thing for securing
the success of his nephew’s budiness; and
the shiaver’s head being still filled with his nd-
venture, he stops Cassanuk. Have you, says
he, any connestion with Dalhuc, your anci-
ent brotherein-law ? None, since, at the in-
stigution of his wicked wife, he banished
from his house my dear nephew, who really
descrves all the aftection 1 feel for him, Do
you know, added the barber, that the woman
‘ou are speaking of is completely mad? 1 have
nown that for » considerable time; indeced
she never was in her senses ; but it is true
that she has had a violent fit, which has ba-
nished from her shop all the customers whom
she had the address to draw toit. T have a-
wailed mysclf of this fur the establishment of
my neghew, who will soon, I hope, be in a
more flourishing condition than his father,
At present he possesses the sliop which is in
the corner of the square, to which all the
customers of Naritha now repair. They ap-
delighted with my nephew, who is by

ar the finest yom wan in Bagdad. Bat if
your nephew is obliged to purchase fruits in
order to sell them again, he will not make
much of the business ! My nephew sells on-
ly fruit of his own growth. He is the pro-
rictor of one of the best gardens in our
neighbourhood : here is the contract of the
bargain, and his discharge. This poor young
man is very engaging, and has found friends :
every person is eager to contribute to his
little profits: he wants nothing now but a
wifc to assist him ; for alone, as he is at pre-
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sent, and his business increasing every day,
he needs some to attend to his aﬁdi:-’a.
1 once observed, said the barbei, that he had
a liking for my duughter, to whom he was
by no means disagrecable; and for my own
gart, I loved him sincerely: Dalhuc would
ave been very well pleased with the match,
but s wife would not part with a sequm.
You are a father, and kncw, as well as 1, that
our first carc is to provide for our children.
I am under no engagement : your nephew is
established in life, and if he wishes my daugh-
ter’s hand, he shall have it. [ accept it for
him, replied Cassunak, holding out his hand
to the barber. To-morrow, before noon, I
will o to Dalhuc, and communicate our in-
tentions to him; and I have such informa-
tion to give him as will bring him to agree
all our wishes. I will then bring him with me
to the city : we will call on the cadi as we
pass ; the ceremony shall be performed, and
the nurtlah celebrated in the evening : Naril-
ha shall not hear of it till all is over, and her
opposition uscless. The barber returned home
so full of joy that he could with difficulty re-
strain himself. The powerful principle of
gold had alone determined him to marry his
daughter to the stupid Badur; but the hus-
band now proposed possessed superior advans
tages.  He intormed his daughter of it, and
she felt little difficulty in deciding in favour
of her former lover.  While they were set-
tling this marringe, the strangest chimeras
were floating in the heads of Narilha and her
son: both of them were delighted at having
entirely broken off the treaty with the barber,
Common people ! mere mob! said the mo-
ther. Oh! I am no longer of this descrip-
tion, said Badur, and I now expect they will
not laugh in my face, as they formerly did.
Then each of them apart indulged their own
dreams, according to their capacity. Ah!
said Narilha to herself, while I scll every da
my own fruit, and that of others, at suc
a price, I shull soon fill my little coffer ! I
must soon be obliged to get a strong-box.
But where shall I conceal it 2 We shall not
stay always in this house, and in another
we must have more room. When it shall be
perceived in Bagdad that my fruit disappears
without any person in the town having bought
it, people must necessaril nnsrect some my-
stery. I will do well to be silent respecting
Ty good fortunc ; but, in spite of me, it must
be known that I am fruit-seller-general to the
skies. A most honourable office! I shall
lodge in a fine palace; and, in place of dis-
plnyini my fruit under a tent, and before my
door, I will range them in pyramids betwixt
the pillars of the peristyle of my palace. Al-
mdp I see all the fine fruits raised to the
roofg'. Oh! the beautiful view ! The proud
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pyramids ! Neverwere more magnificent form-
ed of hires or emeralds, f topazcs or
ot rubiea! Certany the caliph will wish to
enjoy this spectacle;; he will bring his favour-
ites toither, and they wiil cousuder them-
selves extremely happy in recetving from wy
band the fruits wmch were intended for the
stars. Nobody will be mentioned any where
but the fruit-selicr of hieaven: eve y one n
Damas will bocome jealous of her ; und then
it will be known that wy son too has married
the moraing star.  And as the stars have an
inlluen.e o the bt of every invlividual, all
the crundees of the wingdom will pay their
court to mic: perhaps, theie may even be
hings in the crowd; t r, powerful as they
are, they are seluom content with their con-
dition. 1 will mace wuy own ters with
them: and as it wouid be humliating for
me to remmn the w.ic of o potter, 1 will pro-
cuse for him an honarable office.  He has
haraly any hnowledge, vat, with alittle pride,
he wiil make as good 8 azure us another.—
An!l moa short e, | muat become the wife
of an cinir.—=tn my way tothe pa ¢, §ehall
meet this pr aader, who lorgor the respect due
to mne: 1 wil diaw up the curtains of my lit

ter, and, with u di-damndul louk, pua sh hun
for k.~ s dence. He soail Know the distunce
thoere is betwat the provider of 8 caipn aad
the truit schicr-geacral o1 tae anmament, tor,
even when | sauit b the wile of an enur, |
will suli peescive the custom of heaveu; it is
80 pleasaiit to tahe the moncy wiich fulls
from it As 10 my son, us wte will as~ured-
ly wiane bun a priuce ; perhup- she may make
i kg of some place! Mo has uot much
understanding, but his mimsters will have
for lu:a. Such were the ruvings of poor Na-
rilaa’s fancy.  le-morrow, suud Badur on lus
purt, Ishell have myselt shaved agam, for 1
am greatiy the handsomer.  tHeve um 1, the
{over of @ star! but love is certamly sonie
thiug very extraordinary ; tor I am m love,
yet Ldon’t feel st : it must necessarily cone,
however.  But how shali [ get near the object
of my affection? Will she descend, or must
1 ascend to ber s 1 huve scen meious go up
into the wr; und had they been large gowas,
it would have bren all one ! Ishail wisappear
like a gourd. But gy mother told me tuat 1
ouzht to suy sweet things to the barber's
daughter, it I umeried her: Now, what shail
1 sav to my star —You are very round, very
white, and very bruiinnt! | believe this will
do pretty weil™ In every case, | can consuit
the Armenian geutlewan, who hath spoken
0 e o a lunguaze without vowels: 1 will beg
of lum to teacn me what I sught w0 say, and
2o direst my couduct, for he is better acquaimt-
ed thau I with tie customs of the sturs,
Night descende, while Badur was indulging
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these extravag:nt idcas ; and the heaven was

led with stars, every one more brilli-
ant than another. Where, then, is mine?
said the ridicwlous lover: the wore I search,
I am the less able to distinguish. But since
they are said to be foud of good humour, I
will now laugh to them all, and mine will
koow that it 15 only to please her. With this,
he set up forced laughs, and was answered
by a full chorus of the jach-usses which Dal-
huc hbad put into the stable.  Vastly well,
Badur ! said his step-father to him: you are
cheering my beasts, who are sadly fa-
tigued : it will do them good.

But the next day was to bring all these ad-
ventures 10 an end. The fruteress had laid
in a better stock than usual, and waited im-
patiently for the purveyor of heaven. When
he came, she sold her fruit even dearer than
on furmer days, aud was as generously paid.
She seemed to exu't before-hand i the riches
which she hoped to accumulate, and already
bean to assume airs of consequence. The
Armeniun perceived this, and was anused
with 1t; bul he was at the sume tnne busy in
dispuiching lus traits, ‘The stupid Badur tried
to throw pomcgranates into the air, and
when he saw that they returned not, began
to ruppose himself in correspondence with
heaven, and went on till he was ull in a
sweat.  Courage, my friend, said the Arme-
niau, your seivices become still more and
more agrecable.—Cun you think it 2~Think
it! You are, without doubt, the happiest
of wen, and of this you shall soun have a
proof. I should hke to know, swd Badur,
how I am to enjoy this happaness ; for, me-
thinks, I could bear my mstress in the hol-
low of my haud ! Che distance deceives you,
replied the Armenian @ she is of a very diffe-
reat size trou what you suppose.  But sup-
posing tius, she must be all fuce, like the
moon. No, no; she bas arms, hands, legs,
and feet, as well as you: it is us if’ you saw
by mght u handsome young womaun with a
great glow-woria oun the top of her bomet.
I understand my wife is only to tahe off her
bonnet, and she w.ll then be like any other
woman. I will also put a glow-worm upon
my cap, and then L wy tura shali be a star.
You have guessed the way of doing in heaven,
Jjust as if you hud been brought up in 8. A
notion strikes my head, added Badur:—When
in the air, how shall 1 waik ? Much easier
then on the earth, replicd he Armenian :

jou will there find another sort of rouds.
hen turninug to Nanlha; Your son is making
amazing prozress: in @ moment he has disco-
vered more than the tmont famous astrologers,
who lu-e their eye-sight in poring upoa the
stars. Nanlha, though she dia not want na-

tural sagacity, yet was very ignorant, and al-
r .
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lowed herscif to be blinded still more with
respect to her son. Although at a loss what
to think of the conversation of the Armenian,
et she suffered herself to be persuaded that

adur had talked sensibly, and fancied that
his mind was beginning to open, and his ge-
nius to improve by a rapid progress. She
then began to discover some curiosity in her-
self about the inhabitants of heaven. Are
they well dressed ? asked she of Cassanak.
Therr clothes, said he, are like the finest ve-
pours ; you would think them powdered with
thamirena, which, with the naturally delicie
ous franrance of their bodies, is the cause
that o person approaching them finds a most
agrecable smell, like that of roscs, jonquils,
or orange-flowers.  Oh, excellent ! suid Ba-
dur: I am passionately fond of flowers: 1
shall, at this rate, always have a posy at my
nose.  Mell, when shall T be bronght to
breathe this dehcions perfume 2 This very
evening, if you please, rephied the Armenian.
Go, spend the night ont of Bagdad, in your fu-
ther’s garden.  About cleven o'clock your
mistress will come to hathe in the fine cmal
which the river forms as 1t runs along your
ground - stnip off your clothes, swim after
vour churming star, and caress the water in
which you see her, very gently and discreet-
Iy however ; for if you go roughly to work,
dle glow-worm will fall, and y our mistress will
escupe out of your hands.  Follow her to the
end of the camal: she will spring out upou the
sand with more ngility than you, As towhat is
then 1o follow, you need no mstruction trom
me, only, you must instantly marry her: You
will need nether cadi nor witnesses @ the
dnughters of heaven use no ceremony upon
such ocenvions. So much money spared !
said Badur: 1 shall have enough to lay out
to-mortow 1 getung me o beard. But how
shall T distmguish wy own star among all the
rest f=Youw gardencr will tell you. Bid him
pot cut the mornwg star in the Eaphrates,
and he will istanthy do ro; for it s not in
heaven thot she is to be looked for. Cassanak,
after this, took leeve of the wother and son,
womsing them to return e the mormng,

Vhen he was gone, Narlha refiected on
what <he had heard, and was not a httle as-
tunished,  But the gold in her hand satis-
fied her of the truth and reasonableness
of every thing clse: she went to lay it up.
As she filicd her box, her head emptied, and
her rearon was lost :  she ngreed, therefore,
that her son should go to the Euphrates in
pursuit ot his nustress. In the mean time,
while they were thus ridiculously employed
m foolish means to advance their fortune,
Cassanak went to wait on his brother Dul-
huc m the garden, where he was employed in

gathering fruits, The father was prepossessed
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against his son, 1l-Dalhuc; but when he un-
derstood that the latter had, by his own wise
conduct, brought himself into a good of
trade, and saw the contract for the gmel!,
with a discharge for its price, he was obli-

ed to allow that Narilha had imposed upon

im with respect to the lad. He at the same
time understood that his old friend the bar-
ber had broken off his engagements with
Narilha, and intended to give his daughter
to 1-Dalbuc, to which union his own pre-
sence was now necessary for executing this
contract. e was well pleased with the news ;
and leaving to the gardener the care of ga-
thering the fruit, he departed immediatel,
with (‘assanak, in order to wait upon the cadi.
By the wan, hus brother gave him a good deal
of other information. He told him that his
wife- had a treasure which she hid from him,
and which was the product of what she pil-
fered from his housc ; that she robbed him
daily ; that, within these three days, she had
sold fiut to an Armenian to the amount of
more than an hundred and fifty sequins, and
had quarrelled with all the purveyors in Bag-
dad, who had luckily found in Il-Dalhuc’s
shop what they wanted ; that the young man
had drawn all the customers to himself, and
thus nothingz had been lost to the family b
Nurilhe’s folly. Consider, dear Dalhuc, add-
ed his brother, how greatly this woman
has abused your confidence. She has con-
cealed every thing from you, and has ex-
posed you to severe labour, in order to amass
u treasre which she alone was to enjoy: I
know where 1t is concealed, and we may ea-
sily get it into our hands; after which you
must separate yourselt from this wicked wo-
man, and divorce her before the cadi. You
will find in a certam corner four times as
much money as will be sufficient to repay the
dewny whicfx you agreed to give her; and as
she pretended to have nothing when she came
to your house, you may send her away equal-
ly poor.

‘hese explanations raised Dalhuc into a
fury against Narilha ; but no less was neces-
siry to induce him to act a decisive part.
They were soon at the cadi’s house: they
waited next on the barber ; and the wedding
was celebruted with evegy expression of joy
and satisfaction. Narilba had in the mean
time begun to be uneasy. Night having come
on, Badur had gone out in pursuit of his mis-
tress; Dalhuc did not appear with the fruits,
and what might have become of him she knew
not.  If frmt were wanting in the morning,
how could heaven be supplied ? At last, just
as the city gates were shut, Dalhuc’s gara'en-
cr came in with half a burden of fruit, and
told her that his master had gonc away at
*en in the morning, with a man who had

5
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wome in quest of him. What could Narilha
do? She had not her son with her, to send
him through Bagdad, to purchase the remains
of the fruit which had been exposed to sale
the preceding day. She saw herself in dan-
ger of ruining her fortune. Ah! what astorm
was now ready to burst upon the hend of
poor Dalhuc !~ Yes, said she, come when he
will, he shall return straight for the fruit: if
there is none to be had in Bagdad, (and in-
deed the doors are all shut,) he shall leap
overthe walls, ruther than that th. stars should
for one day want their due provision of fruts.
Night had already traveded hait her course,
and still was Naritha mdulging her impatience
and resentment, when Dalbud knocked at the
door, not like a man fearful of being scolded
for hus late return, but, for the first tune smce
his late marriage, with the air of the master
of his family. He is drunk, no doubt! said
Narilha; but he shall pay dear for his de-
bauchery ! At the smine time she opened the
door, scolding like a fury. Wretched drunk-
ard, said she, would<t thou reduce us to
misery ? What hast thou done? Whence
comest thou ! Dost thou thus desert thy wife
and child, to indulre in thy vices {1 shall
complain to the cadi: he will do me justice
on thee, infamous debauchee that thou art !
Dost thou then think that 1 will leave thee
at lewsure to soak thy wine before the shop be
furmshed with funts for to-morrow’s sale 7 1
know not what linders me from breahing thy
arms and legs for thee.  Dalliic was rather
in his cups; but Cassanak and the barber had
given him his lesson so well, that although he
carricd a great stick, and was determined to
repel force by force, yet he bad presence of
mind as yet to use no vivlence. Mad woman,
saud he, sit down and be calm. We owe to
each other mutual and strict accounts of our
conduct.  llere is mine. 1 was yesterday in
my garden, w henmy brother-in-law, (assanak,
camie to tell me that my friend the Larber was
dizposed to give his daughter in marriage to
my son Il-Dalbuc, and required me to come
immediately to assist at the execution of the
contract and the nuptial ceremony.  All this
business is now over, and 1 am accordingly
come herc. And hast thou the confidence,
replied Narilha, to tell me that thou hast ne-
glected my husiness, and gone to marry thy
idiot son to the daughter of an impertinent
fellow, who came yesterday hither to insult
my son and me =—Softly. The barber is my
friend, and not more impcrtinent, I hope,
any other man ; and if there be an idiot
among us, 1 should suspect him to be your
son rather than any body else. The firm-
nessand coolness of Dalhuc so astonished Na-
rilha, that she was tempted to revenge by
vivleuce the insult which, in her estimation,
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was offered to her. But she wanted arms
and resolution. Her impotent rage was soon
converted into violent despair. She rolled on
the ground, wrung her hands, screamed fright-
fully, and at last burst into tcars, and fell into
a swoon.

All this was no more than Dalhuc had ex-

cted; it gave him therefore no coucern 3
Elgs only carc was to sccure the sequins, and
to rid himself, as speedily a possivle, of a
woman of whose dishonesty he was tully cone
vinced. He did vot go to bed, but waited
caimiy till the attiir should be brought to an
insue. The hours passed on, aud day at length
appeared. Narilha now, somew hat recovered,
watched for a moment to abuse her husband’s
weakness and compassion.  She was, how-
ever, disappointed; for Dalhuc sat opposite to
her, with his chin leaning on his staff. This
man, said she to herself, is entirely changed.
Cassanak and that cursed barber have render-
ed lum inflexible. How shall I do, to revenge
myself? llow may I regain m{ husband ?
Bat, rather, how shall I reccive the purveyor
of the stars, with whom I must speak here
privately  Only he can serve me in my pre-
sent situation.  His friends are so powerful,
timt he may easily deliver me from my diffi-
culties.  Let me assume a tone of mildness,
and rend my husband away.  Then speaking
with a honicd accent ; You must be weary, my
good friend, sard she, and I am afraid that
you are mdisposed = come and lay you down.
‘or my own part, I must go and set out the
hittlc fiwit thatwe have.  And for whom ? said
Dalbuc: I know that you have not a cus-
tomer in Bagdad : You have disgusted them
all.  No great harm although I have, replied
she: 1 have found strangers to sell my fruit
to, who pay me very well. At the same time
she presented to him five or six sequins, with
somc smaller coin. Ilere is money, continued
she: the house has wanted for nothing, and
my fruit has been sold.  Dalhuc wa- not a
little surprised to see his wife produce the
moncy : 1t was the first time she had been so
frank. All that she received had been hither-
to supposed to have been expended before-
hand. But he was now on his guard, and saw
through both her artifices and her dishonesty.
He would not take the sequins, but remained
calinly in his place, and observed the motions
of his wifc, who pretended to weep, und set
ont the fruit which the gardener had brought
her. You will not go to bed then, my friend,
said she : you will do yoursclf harm. No, re-
plied he, i have no need of rest.  Then, an-
swered she, instead of remaining here, you
had better gotosome garden for what we want.
I expect customers whom it will be for our
interest to serve as well as we can: at pre-
sent I may not tell you who they are, but if
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you do what I desire, you shall know at your
return.~] had rather stay and see, without
troubling you to tell.—The hateful fellow !
said Narilha, between her teeth; he will spoil
the whole affair. Why had I only six sequins
in my pocket? nj I shewn him thirt
or forty, he might have been easier manugedY
Since you will not go then, said she, I must
take a basket with me, and set out myself, in
search of what 1 want.—No, you shall not go
out: we shall have company to receive im-
mediately.—It is the Armenian he expects,
said she to herself; and 1 shall not have time
to give him previous notice of what has hap-
pened.  But I hope that those invisible hands
whichserve him so well, may also, if he pleases,
rid us from this tronblesome nan, whose ill
nature is likely to ruin our fortune. 1burn
with impaticuce.  Why shonld not T tear hus
eyes out? Why—Noarilha's fury, sfter so long
& restraint, was beginning to become danger-
ous; but the sun had by thus time advanced
some length through the horizon, when all on
a sudden, a lowd knocking was heard at the
door. Heavens! s she, the Armenian is
come! Shethen runforward, toget before him 3
but Dalhucadvanced, and opened the door him-
sclf. He who knocked was a man wearing a
robe, and the robe huppened to be the faragi
of the cadi who had exccuted the marriage-
contract between Cassanak’s nephew and the
barber’s daugl.ter.  He was not alone : Cas-
sannk accompanied him, and the officers of
qustice followed.  What means this, Dalhuc ?
said the cadr as he entered : 18 it your inten-
tion to divoree your wite? I come to know the
reavons, and if 1 find them reasonable, to de-
clare the divoree. My lord, rephied Dalbuc,
Lmarried tlus woman, that <he night take care
of my house, wnd acsist in my trade.  Soon
after 1 brought her howe, she began to raise
disturbance m the house, and to abuse my
son ; she even drove b away, absolutely nae
ked, to sech refuge dsewhere. 1 opened a
frust-shop, and w tlas hoe of business was
succeeding vers well; but she, not satisfied
with reserving the profits to herself, bas, by
her capricious folly, disgusted all our custom-
ers, and given the preference to o man fall-
en from the clowls.— Yes, indeed, fallen from
the clouds ! and he can very welluscendagan,
and treat vou as such o worthless, insolent fel-
low deserves: aed since you furce me to speak
out, I shall beg him to avenge my wrongs; he
will not refuse, but will let you and all the
worldknow whobe is, and wholam. Youhear,
my lord, said Dalbuc, Her head 1s quite turn.
. In this light, snid the cadi, shall I consi.
der what she has said, 1 order to save her
from the sevcrity of the law; and then he took
minutes,  Eh! 2ad will you, at the request of
afool, treat the fruiteress-genern of the stary
in this manner ! cried Narilba, while ber eyes
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glared with Ah! would but the pur.
veyor of ther:lg;vem come, Of Even my so,
with the ion of the powerful star of the
morning, which he has married last night, I
should soon crush all these reptiles, who have

this day dared to treat me d ully.
You hear her, my lord, re _Dalhuc.
Alas! Yes, I hear, replied the cadi: let us

execute what you have resolved upon: yov
have but too good reason ; and then he conti-
nued his minute. Narilha! woman honour-
ed by the protection of the purveyor to the
stars! baidg)ulhuc 3 mother-in-law tothe morn-
ing star! be gone: I repudiate thec, once,
twice, thrice! In the mean time the deed
was made out: Dalhuc signed it: a copy of
it was taken ; and he then delivered it to the
reputhated lady. The precaution was well-
judged, for she torc it in a thousand pieces.

ow, said she, where is my dowry ? I must
demand to have the garden adjudged to me,
which has been cultivated by my labour. First,
said Dalliuc, give me an account of the fruit
which you have sold to a stranger within these
last threc days ? Here it is, said she ; throw-
ing at lus head six sequins, with some small
money. (Cassanak then spoke. This is not
the eihth part of what you received : it was
I who turmished the money, and it amounts to
a hundred and forty sequins : the Armenian
of Bagdad, to whom I lent it, gave me in
pledge his robe and cap; here they are. By
this declaration Narilba was struck dumb ; but
her confusion wasredoubled at the appearance
of Badur: His fuce was inflamed, his throat
swoln, and his voice so hoarse, that he could
scarce inake himself heard. He cursed the
stars most cordinlly. Ah'! enid he, if ever I
fall 1n love in my lifc again, may I be three
times as severely whipped as 1 have been to-
mght. What has happened to you, my friend ?
siid the cadi: it you have been beaten, 1 shall
do you jusuce. My lond, said Badur, then
be 80 good as order the stars a severe bas-
tmado. One of them should have been my
wife. I sent her a nose-gay and my picture
in a buchet of water: sie made me go to
the Euphrates, where it was excessively cold:
my feet slipped more than twenty times while
I was following after her: I was obliged to
swim half a lcague; and when 1 thought at
last that she was going to the bank with me,
hardly had I set my foot on the dry sand, be~
fore 1 felt myself’ whipped with a rope be-
hind : I turned, but saw nobody : I was whip-
ped again, and again I turned about, but still
n vain: those who whigﬁed me were still
behind my back : I fled, but still they follow-
ed, and beat me unwmercitully, to the very gare
den door. Ah! give me the gold, but let
who will cnjoy the tenderness of the stars: I
have been in a fever all night.

At hearing this mournful story, Narilba’s
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ide was humbled. She perceived that she
been imposed upon, and found herself
now fairly unmasked. The cadi ordered se-
venty ins to be counted to her, over the
she saw that this was to beali she
was to have for her jointure. At least, said
she, let me have my effects with me.——Yes,
replied the cadi, and one of my officers, with
Dalhuc and Cassanak, shall attend you while
you remove them. When Narilha found it
was impossible to carry away her treasure,
she resolved at least to disappoint Dalhuc of
it; she gathered up her effects without secm-
ing to turn her eyes to the spot where her
money was concealed. My lord, said she then
to the cadi, while I was Dalhuc’s wife, it was
my duty to obey him; but now since I am di-
vorced, I am reinstated in my former privi-
leges. He forbade me to mention that he
had found a treasure in an old iron pot, which
still stands in the place where it was disco-
vered. It belongs to the Commander of the
Faithful, and religion forbids me to conceal
that Dalhuc’s dishonesty intended to with-
hold it; be so good as to follow e, and [
shall shew you where it stands. The treasure
ou speak off, replied the cadi, is alrcady
nown to the cabph, aund it is his plensure
that Dalhuc possess himself of a property
which has been stolen from him. At this
reply, Narilha was transported almost to mad-
ness, and as she was going out; Whither go
you, said the cadi ; in your present condition,
stand in need of medicines to cool your
rt and head : you and your son shall be
conducted to a place where youn shall both
be supplied with all nccessaries. The cadi’s
train immediately carried her and her son out
of the house. Dalbuc was left alone with
Cassanuk, to whom he again cxpressed his
gratitude.
This, said Cabil-Hasen, is all that I have
heard of the history of this family.
The beautiful Vasume had nescr ceased to
smile during the whole of this recital; the
good Nane at different times burst out into
violent fits of laughter ; the schebandad and
Vasume’s father had appeared pleased; and
the rivals of the relater had given signs of un-
easiness ; all waited, in silence, the approba-
tion of Vasume, when the schebandad thus
addressed her : My dear daughter! said he,
this story has to amuse you.—Yes,
father, every body seemed to be pleased with
it, and ially my nurse laughed heartily.
—Much would have me laugh,
replied Nane, I have listencd attentively; I
have retained a many circumstances,
and am in good that this history will
increase my little collectiod . But I doubt I
shall not be able to deliver it from my me-
4wory in as agreeable & manwer as it has ene
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tered it—Nay, my dear Nane, on the cone
trary, I am persuaded that you will do it great
justice in the telling ; but another is prej
ring for us, which will perhaps make you for-

et it.—It must possess a great many cxcel
encies then, said Nane: Let us listen, for I
am impatient to hear it begun. The nurse
was silent ; and the second of the three cous
sins, availing himself of the attention which
was paid to him, begun his story thus.

The History of Cuptain Tranchemont, and
his brave Companions. Dobit- Huse w’s Story.

Captain Tranchemont, after having ramb.
led over a great raany countries, and a great
part of the world, found himself in Ezypt. in
the confines of the mountainous part of that
kingdom : his excessive voracity could never
be gratified; and the horror with which he
inspired every body, made every one fly from
him who might have supplied his wants. As
he was one day traversing a desart, he was
accidentully led into the cave of a dervise.
Holy man! said he to him, you sce before
you & warrior, who is dying for want of food,
hiave not you some hundreds of nuts to break 2
«—The rats have excellent tecth, replied the
dervise, without rising from his seat, and con-
tinuing to meditate on his book ; they have
eat all the nuts which 1 received from the
charity of the faithful, and have left me no.
thing but the shells. The only provision I
have remaning is that biscuit of the Nile
which you sce before my door : And, at the
same time, pointed to a stone six feet long,
and about three feet high. Do you eat that 2
replied Tranchemont : Zooks! you are not
delicate in your taste! I know this pastry,
the pyramids of Egypt are built of it, yet I
shall partake with you. This morsel would
be of hard digestion to any other stomachs
than ours; suffer me to cut a slice of it. At
the sume time he drew his sabre, apd with
one stroke cut off a slice as thick as three
leaves of the palm-trec joined together. He
then broke it into smafl morsels, chewed it
betwixt his teeth, and swallowed it. What
a sabre ! What arms ! What teeth! said the
recluse to himself; my furniture is pretty so-
lid ; yet this man could unfurnish my cave at
four meals; I must make a friend of him.
Sir! said he, I admire at once the strength
and dexterity of your armn ; and find you pos-
sess a very extraordinary talent. I am de.
sirous to e a inted with you, and
hope you will not judge me unworthy of that
honour: Adventurers are, in general, sus.
fectcd; but, with respect to a man like

ought to have neither secrets nor artifice ;
enter with me into the innermost apartment
of my cave; there 1 have in reserve some
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checses of goat’s milk, and some cakes, which
I will find a real pleasure in sharing with you;
come, we will eat at our lcisure, and converse
with freedom.  Most willingly, replied Tran-
chemont: T love people of your way of life.
I have known more than onc of them, who
had not spent all their lives in muttering ur-
onbooks 3 and, with cup in hand, I will will-
ingly do penance with you for my past fanits.
—1I have neither cups nor goblets, sad the
dervise 5 T uee nothing but « ptcher—And I
would rather excusce the piteher, than want
the wine, Wine! exclwmed the reclnse;
wine from a denvise ! You make the hur of
my beurd stand on end ! Consider that 1 have
retircd to this place to lead the hfc of a pe-
nitent : I drink nothing but pure water mix-
ed with a hittle honey, and of this I compose
a very nereenble drink.  The captam shook
his head ; but he must accommacdate himself
to his situntion.  He assisted his Inndlord n
plncing the cheeses and cukes, puled upon one
another, on a table made of a large stone,
There were provisions sufficient for cieht per-
sons ;. vet the two guests found no superflu-
ity. They were seuted on sofas of the same
materinls with the table, having cach at his
side an cnormous pitcher fuil of water and
honey ; and the repast began,

After the dewvise had enten the first cheese,
without cven taking off' the crust, Brother,
wmd he, let us drnk: he then bited up his
Yiwhcr, and drank it off at onc deaught :

1ere 1y your heanlth, said he to Tranchemont,
who looked ut hum with astonishment. Doubt.
less, rephied the captain before he dranh, you
must hive been empty down to the toes, to
have been able to drain that pitcher without
taking time to breathe; f sou had, bike me,
o stomach paved with stones, a river would
run through your bods.  Alns, brother! said
the dervise, vou see me justly punished, It
is for having drank too much that I am re-
duced to this penitential hfe 3 at present [
quench my thing, but ncver commit any ex-
cess.  You huve astonished me with cutting
and chewing my biscuit 3 I will ~urprise vou,
in my turn, with the relation of my history.

My name is Ballayah.® Had water not ap-
peured to me very inspid when Ilived m the
world, 1 would have draiued the nvers; and
it would have been wrong to have given me
the sen, for the suvouriness of the hiquor would
have assisted me in drinking it dry.” Onc day,
(1 was then in Georgin, at a men’s house who
had generously offered me an asy lum) the vin-
tage was finished, and he had shut up the pro-
duct of his. Unfortunately my bed was placed
too near the deposit. I'was suddenly awa-
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kened by a flavour so agreeable, that I could
not resist the temptation of approaching the
vessels from which it was exhaled; I ventured
to taste this beverage, and its charm operated
s0 powerfully upon me, that duringthe night, I
empticd the whole product of the vintage. My
landlord arrived in the mean time, and abused
me tor a drunkard, and 1, hurt by this re-
proach, put him to death. Grieved afterwards
at thus sally of passion, I assumed the habit
ot a dervise, and resolved to drink nothing
but honey and water. In consequence of this
resolution, wandering from onec retreat to
another, secking always the most soltary, I
have at last settled in this sbode, where I
spend my lersure hours in gathering medici-
nal herbs, and studying the stars. My good
suint! rephed Tranchemont, since from &
drunkard you arebecomeanastrologer, I must
intorm von of my quarrel with the stars. Thave
had some httle dispute with mine; and vyouldbe
very glad that vou would put me within reach
of giving 1t, and one of 1ts companious, some
blows with the flat side of my sabre, to cor-
rect them for their caprices respecting me.
My name is Tranchemont ; and I was born
in the capital of Circassia. According to the
report of an astrologer, who was cne of my
father’s good friends, on the day of my birth,
two stars, loaded with good and bad influen-
ces, undertook a journey ; the leastof the two,
being well provided, travelled foremost. Three
women had been delivered that very day, each
of a male-child ; they inhabited three of the
principal buildings which form the corner of
the street that leads to the king’s palace. Les
us hasten thither, said they, and drop in fa-
vour of these new-born infants, some of the
booty with which we are loaded. As they
travelled along, the foremost star grazed up-
on my mother’s house, at the very moment of
my birth ; and this event stopped 1t for an
instant.~1 can go no farther, said it; my
burden has become oppressive to me, I must
drop it here : and it was directly over me. I
cannot tell you all that dr. m its hands
at that moment : It has proved a burden which
1 sometimes carry with great impatience, and
by which others are often disturbed: it has
rendered me the strongest, but the most im-
patient of all men ; I am doomed to have no-
thing, and to live continually on plunder ;
nothing can resist my sabre but the feeble-
ness of man alone, { attack such only with
my fists ; and you may judge that they are
not the lightest. These, my good dervise,
were the favours which were showered down
on my cradle; the star which followed mine
was obliged to drop the influences which were

® A mame significant of g great drinker. 1n French, Pretaboire.
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destined for me upon a neighbouring house.
—And what did it let fall there, pray —A
crown. Thus you see, and without vanity I
can say, I was only a door from obtaining a
throne. The astrologer said to my fathes, that
this happened through fatality : for my part,
I suppose there was a good deal of caprice
in it; for my brilliant protectress might easi-
ly have carried her favours one door lower.

y Mahomet ! Do youknow that Iam enraged
at it, my good saint, and that I have already
employed many methods in order to belic my
nativity. I have assembled armies; I have
commanded them well, and fought still bet-
ter ; but my soldiers proved mere cowards :
there were always too many to eat, and no-
body to fight. One day I entered a city,
without perceiving that I was not followed by
mymen: Icut in pieces every onethat opposed
my passage, and pursued and mupdered all
that attempted to fly. Where it was difficult
to carry the sword, there I carried the flames,
and pillaged the whole city : my army thought
me lost; and depending no more upon me,
was seized with a dreadful panie, and took to
flight. What happencd then ? As 1 had laid
waste the country, had given quarter to noue,
and as my army was disperscd, though I was
become a king by the vigour of my arm, and
the cutting of my sabre, yet in reahty I reign-
ed over nobody.~—How ! said Ballayah : 1lad
you exterminated even the women ’—By Ma-
iomet ! T Jove the women to distraction ; but
when they saw me, they cried as if one had
flcad them ; they fled from me, and threw
stones at me from the top of the terraces;
they excited their husbands, and let out their
dogs upon me. 1 have had my shield and
buckler bent in ten places, and the calf of my
leg torn by a mastiff': I love women, but not
when they are angry ; for then, old or young,
ugly or beautiful, I crush as many of them to
picces as I can find; 1 spare nothing that re-
sists me.— Your blood is a little too hot, my
general, resumed the dervise : you ought, like
me, to drink nothing but honey and water.—
By Mahomet ! exclaimed Tranchemont, your
honey and water increases, instead of quench-
ing my thirst. My malignant star would tri-
umph if it beheld me reduced to that : let us
talk of correcting it, if it is possible. If1]
could ascend on high, I would teach it to be
reasonable ; but cannot you, who arc an as-
trologer, by the help of your wachines, place
mewithinreach of doingmyselfjustice? There
1s another way of avenging yourself, said Bal-
layah ; you may play your star nearly the
same trick that I played mine. She had de-
termined that [ should be a vagabond and a
rogue, and condemned me to drink like g hole
in the sand; but you see what I have done;
1 have retired from the world; I drink honey

and water, but sparingly ; and. in spite of my
star, I possess sume worth,  But, as you are
a soldier, you must foliow a different plan.
In order to avoid the mconveniencies which
seem necessarily counceted with your actions,
you must endeavour to be a peneral without
an aruly ; and to take possession of a strong
city, which hath neither gates, nor ditches,
nor walls ; so as, that the difficulty you would
meet with, in surmounting these obstacles,
may not inspire you with so much rage as to
make you destroy every thing.

Stop a momcnt, my dear saint ! said Tran-
chemont: do you know that, in complying
with your proposal, I would be exposed to the
danger of losing mf'lil'e ? Are youa foul 2 orare
you so profound that it is impossible to under-
stand you? What isagencral without an army ?
and where are strong places to be found,
having neither ditches nor walls?

A general without an army ! replied Bal-
layah: to-morrow, at the latest, Captuin Tran-
chemont will be »o, who, having neither sol-
diers nor bagzguge, will be able to take the
ficld, in order to attack the city of Kallaca-
habalaba, ten leagues distaut from hence, a
place of great strength, though destitute of
every artificial defence.—And of whom will
the army consist, which is to rank under
mf' standards >—OF cight generals, each of
whom, in his own way, is able to shake a
kingdom; and to give you an idea of them,
I am the feeblest of them all, Yet it would
have been in my power, if I had undertaken
the enterprise, to have become master of Da-
mas. It is a well watered city. Well! in
cight days there would not have been as much
water left as would have quenched the thirst
of a hen.—My good dervise, you are well
named Ballayah ; and, now that I know your
powers, I find you very moderate: you have
a most prodigious faculty; you could casily
ruin Egypt.—Oh! replied Ballayah, in orderto
that, it would be necessary to goand drink the
Nile at its source, and that is too long a jour-
ney.~And tell e, replied Tranchemont, are
your companions whom you spoke of as ex-
traordinary as you? I am extremely desi-
rous to become acquainted with them.—You
shall see them to-morrow, said the dervise 3
they will give you proof sufficient : they have
only need of counsel to direct their cnter-
prises, for they have all more ability than un-
derstanding ; they want a chief to command
them with authority, and to give them an ex-
ample ; and ther will find hum in you.

By Mahomet ! exclaimed the captain, cast-
ir‘nlg is eyes up to heaven, I am almost tempt-
ed to pardon my bitch of a star for bringin
me hither, since it has led me to the comman
of my equals !—But let us speak a little con-
cerning the scene of war; who has the com-



mand? What could one do with him I—It
i under the yoke of a strange tyrant, whose
pame 19 Bigstuff: You must banish him. One
tyrant succecds another, and thus your star
will be proved false; for, except the name,
:ou will reign as well as another, and perhaps
; because you know no law but your

own will. Are you of any religion l—No in-
deed; 1 was circumcised, however.—That is
sufficient~My denr Balluyah ! you are an
accommodating saint ; 1t is just such as these
that T love: But I should wish to accustom
myself to your honcy nnd water, that I might
et drunk with you  In the mean time, be-
gore I go to rest, ] am anxious to have a more
accnrate idea of the city of Kallacahubalaba,
for 1 form all my plans of attack n bed. Kal-
lacahabulaba, r ﬂu-d the dervise, is situnted
on a high detached mountain, cut all round
with a pick-ax, to the height of sixty feet, in
such a manuer as that nothing but a snail can
ascend it.—How then do the inhabitants
conie down '—They do not come down at
all; they descend in baskets fixed to chains
of iron. ~ These machines are 8o fitted, as to
let down to the ground an hundred baskets at
once, contasning ten men each, with theirarms
and baggage ; this is done very quickly, and
without the lenst embarrassment : The people
of the country, for twenty lengues round, are
3o much ufrant at this shower of armed men,
that they hnsten with great engerness, carry-
ing their tribute to the foot of the mountain,
und fill all the burkets that are there —B,
my beard ! said the cuptain, 1 shall lose a lit-
tle of my renown aif 1 don't disturb this busi-
ness. But what kind of a fellow s that Big.
stafl you mentioned £ Is he a ¢ ampion of
greatstrength 2 Would he gallantly acee pt the
glmpmul of mensuning swords with me ‘e
is stature iv altogether gymntic; covered
with iron from head to foot, he walks as mm-
bly as if it were feathers ; besides, he never
Klnys but with hus club, which is of pilded
rass, nnd weighs seventy -five pounds; he wes
it like a rod of alocs, and | believe he would
not vondescend to engage in single combat
with any but such as could (l':p(l;c to him an
arm of equal strength—Ah! seplicd Tran-
chemont, what pleasure should 1 feel to be
opposed to him at arm’s length ! 1 would
make my blade enter exactly at the hottom
of his nose, that, before he expired | might
have the plessure of seeing him h his
teeth. T am bom to conquer or die under
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the protection of my sabre, and I leave the

use of the club to those whose rotemon it
is to fell cattle.~———RHesides, does this fel-

Jlow never eome out alone ? Could one not at-
tack him without giving him time to take his
advantage :—He never comes out. replied
the dervise, except when he knows of any one
travelling in his domimons, and, alas® this
cost two of our companions their life; Iron-
arm and Steeltooth, who had gone on an
an adventure of hunting upon his territority.
They were invincibie by any other ; but, ha-
ving made them be surrounded by his people,
while Iron-arm with the stroke of his fist had
knocked downago i many of them, and Steel-
tooth hud macde others feel the astonishing
strength of his jaw, Bigstaft humself came up,
and knocked them both down with his club.
~—'Sdeath ! I will revenge thcm, exclumed
Captan Tranchemont ; your recital makes my
blood boRt as if he had assassinated n'y brother.
Let us go to sleep, in order to molerate the
impatience with which I burn to be acquuint-
ed with all your people ; for I know no other
remedy.

Bali{tyah yielded to this invitation, and they
both stretched themselves on some leaves, and
skins of beasts, which were at the bottom of
the cell. ‘I hey awaked with the first ruys of
the morning, and hud issued trom the cave to
tuke a walk, when the dervise perceived at a
distance three men coming towards them.
‘These are our people, smd he—~What are
their names *=Their names are deseripuve
of their talents : the nane of the fust 1s
Quichsight ; 3 he coutd perceive a necele on
the ground at the distance of forty leagues 3
he is our v, The name of the second is
Goodstim ; § he cou'd fix an arrow m the
heart of an apple at the sume distunce. And
Cutethesarr, || the last, could go and pick it
up i five minutes.  But they shall perform
in your presence, and you sha | judge ot the
advantage which nay be deinved from them.
Meanwhile the three performers ariived. Re-
joice, cowrades ' suud Ballayah to them ; for-
tunc hath restured us, in ths gallant knight,
much more than she took from us in our‘fost
comrades This is the formidable Captain
Tranchemont, by whose arm, sabre, and head,
we shall be enubled to revenge ourselves on
our cruel enemy, and to live in joy and peace
on the earth. But you know that we must
dine to-day: are you come without provisions 2
—No, replied Good-aim, we will do tolera~

Quicksight, in the French transiation Pereevue ; in th illsri
f Gosi-aim, inthe Prench, Droitaubut ; and ::.t‘h; .-‘\l:bk. &c.:l'em‘bk"l? willerich.
|| Cut-the gir, in the Freach, Fendiair; and in the Arabic, Kereamehk.
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gly well if you bave cakes. Strongback *
was coming with us, carrying on his shoulders
a calf six months eld, and two tuns of wine
under his arms, when the fancy struck him of
entering a garden to gather a sallad; he walks
at a good pace, and will saon be here if he
meets with no accident. When he had said
this, Strong-back arrived with a sallad hang-
ing at his neck. They were three enormous
cubbages, which, being tied together by a cord,
adorncd his body on all sides. Notwithstand-
ing his burden, his gait seemed as nimble as
if he had been carrying only a bag of nuts.
He laid his burden on the ground, and was
resented by Ballayah to Tranchemont.
bere, my general, said he, tapping Strong-
back on the shoulder, is our chariot of war.
Sack towns, conquer armies, plunder all ; the
back which you sce will leave nothing behind ;
it would not bend under the weightof the trea-
sures of Solomon.—Hitherto, said Tranche-
mont, those who should have carried away
my plunder would not have bent long under
their weight. Whenever I have any booty,
I sit down in a corner, and eat till nothing
remains. To see e devour what I have got-
ten, one would think 1 was perpetually pur-
sued by robbers or incendiaries; it is my vil-
lainons star that forces me to eat almost con-
tinually, in order to render me incapable of
sparing any thing; but, thanks to you, my
dear astrologer, I now hope to overcome her
influence.—~Hold.—!lere1s a little calf, which
may weigh an hundred and eighty pounds;
and a httle of my old habit leads me to wish
that we should cat it just now.—It was made
for this purpose, rephed Ballayah: Hola! ho!
said he. calling his people. Strong- back, skin
that calf. and make a spit: Quicksight ! Cut-
the-air ! where is the cook ? Quicksight look-
ed round the country, and perceiving with the
naked eye, what no mortal could have distin-
ished with the best telescope, ah! said he,
percceive him ; he is not far from this, but
be is amusing himself with roasting quails as
they fly over his head, picking their feathers,
and eating them. Observe now, said Ballayah,
how this rascal is enzaged on a review~day ?
He roasts quails in the air, that they may drop
in showers dressed into his mouth !—And
whereis that Inzy knaveBattin-il-tabour, tobeat
the drum, and oblige every one to come at our
signal ?—1I perceive him also, suid Quicksight;
he is asleep under the shade of a broom ; the
earth seems to shake with his snoring, and I
cannot concerve how you do not hear himeven
from this place. —Yon see, friends, said Bal-
layah, that we have great need of discipline,
and how extremely fortunate we are in ha-
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ving found a chief: Come, Cut-the-air, dis-
patch with the quail-eater and snorer, and let
them come hither with all haste. You shall
see, added Ballayah, what kind of men these
two are. The cook Bazzaknar shall give you
a specimen of what he can do. He could
melt a mine of metals in the bowels of the
earth. As for Battin-il-tabour, his talents are
pretty moderate ; but he has one which is ex«
tremely uscful to us. When we let lum out
to the combat, he spreads terrar all around.
By striking his belly, he mukes it emit a sound
like that of forty drums, and sets up such dre 1d-
ful noses as could make the very walls full
down. While he was explaining all tius to
Tranchemont, the drummer and cook arrived,
Drummer, said the dervise to the first, go and
beat the signal.  Bazzaknar, go you and roast
the calf which Strong-back is putting on the
spit. Then turning towards Tranchemont

My general. said he to him, it is your part
now to show these people what you can do:
There is the calf on the sprt, and the cabboe
ges cut into shreds ; but we have ncither any
thing to collect the juice of the roast, nor a
plate in which to dress the sallad ; but cut
ofl' dexterously o whole slice of the biscuit
wlich is before my door, and thereby procure

the necessary vessels for holding our sauce

and our herbs.  The captain cazerly seized

this opportunity of displaymg his dexterity.

He drew his sabre, and, with the firat stroke,

cut off a shee half an inch thick, the whole

length of the stone.  He theu formed i ita
place to receive the juice of the roast; and

the slice which he had cut off'served as a plate
for the cabbages. ‘The spectators, who were
no less apt to be struck with adiniration, than

capable of exciting it, paid the just tribute to
the case and accuracy of the work. Iu the
mean time, Tranchemont, in his turn, felt a
great curiosity to sec a calf roasted in a place
where he saw no fire, nor coal, nor woud to
make one.  Strong-back acted as turn<pit;
and the spit itsclf rested on two large stones,
placed in the middle of a very green plot of
grass. Coine, Master Roaster, said Ballayuh,
do your duty: You are scnsible that there is
no occasion to burn the roast ; we need only
a gentle and penctrating lirc ; so manage the
matter properly. Buzziknar was a man of
deeds, and not of words; und proportioned
his hot breath so nicely, that he seemed not
80 much to roast, as to gild the immense piece
which was turned round before him ; so that
the juice run down upon the c ibbages, wlich
he set a hoiling by some puffs that he bestow-
ed upon them. The captain appeared highly
delighted with the talents of this cook, and

® Strong-back, in the Irench, Bondos; and in the Arabic. Bilar
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shewed himself eager to give farther proofs
of his own. He observed, that it was impos-
sible to have a table in the cell of the dervise,
on account of a rock of granite, six feet high,
and of equal thickness, which occupied the
whole centre. $tand back a little, said he to
the people who were around him ; I am going
to strike off, from this little stone, some chips
which might start ioto your eyes; we must
have a placc to preparc our table. At the
same time he struck the rock with bis sabre,
with so much exactness, that every piece which
bhe detached from it appeared a table of mar-
ble that needed only to be polished. What
a terrible arm | what a valiant sword  exclaim-
cd the witnesses of this explot—Brothers,
said Ballayah to them, it 1s this which must
hew us the way to glory and to gan.

‘They cagerly cleared the rubbish from the
place, which was now freed trom thes huge
atone, us ugly as it was incommodious.  The
most beautital of the pieces beng artlully
joined together, formed benches around a ta-
ble, which, with five or sia strohes of his sa-
bre, the captmn had rendered perfectly squan e,
and had hollowed out below, to mahe room tor
their legs. Never dd any companion of our
labours, sud Ballayuh, perform so neatly that
work m which he eseelled ! Battmaal-tabour
clapped hus belly i tohen of adiration ; and
hiv gentle rubln g made the cave re-echo
witha dreadiul sound.  Meanwlile the cover
wis lad; Bazankhna brought the roast. Wine!
wine ! ened Ballay ahy briggmg wath hon o bag
of hifty pounds weght of cahes. Stronz-hack
went to bemg the tuns; but Tianchemont,
who diended the dervise’s thirst, hought 1t
s duty to remind hum of s vows,  Is your

witeuee ended, holy man ! —=No, rephed
Sallavnh, T must dosk some cups of honey
and water; but 1 veserve o prtcher of wme
to wash my mouth.  They satdown to table,
and every one of them dud great justice to
the feast. There wasbut Little conversation;
however, fiom time to tune, oue of the guests
related an exploit of lus own pecubiar hind.
It was always of the mansellous sort.  To-
wands the middie of the repast, Bullayah, ha-
ving somewhat blanted the edge of s appe-
tite, cast a look around hum.  Brethren, said
he, our number is not comp cte; Grippe-
nuage *and Grossitoutare wanting: however,
they had the signal, for Battin-il-tubourbeat the
drumn, so as to oake it be heard at a distance.
As the dervise was making this reflection,
the two characters made their appearance at
the entrance of the cave.—You deserve, said
he, not to have so much as a crust to eat. 1
vespect people of abilities only when they
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are regular in their duty; and to-morrow, if
you fail in the service, you shall answer for it
to a more able general than [ am: In the
mean time, sit down and drink. After dine
ner, you shall be informed of most wonder-
ful things. You are in the presence of a very
great master, the illustrious Captain Tranche-
mont. We have made choice of hun for our
neral, and we are to pass in review before
im; as for me, I am exhibiting proofs of
my abilities, as you shall sec : Saying this, he
swallowed his pitcher full of wine at one
draught. The persons who were just come
in, having nothing to reply, modestly bowed,
and dinner was ended.  Come, brothers, said
Ballayah, when the repast was finished, we
must pass in review, and begin, by making sure
of some dishes for our supper.  Quncksight !
Good-aim ! Cut-the-air! attend. Quicksight,
I want an hundred pounds of vemison, in four
preces.  Observe the banks of distant rivers ;
seeh s some young deer, goats, and an an-
telope; they must all be tender, and easily
digested.  “Ihe performer put himscif in the
proper position ; at first his looks seemed to
move along the ground near at hand, and
then, imperceptibly, his view was extended
to a great distance, and shunmed over the
world  Ah! exclaimed he. 1 have found
what you want behind that httle hill, at the
distance of ten leagues.  Good-aim, saud the
dervise, prepare your bow.  Good-aim fixed
a stuhe betore Quicksight, beat his bow, and
set lumself m a proper position for shooun%
his arvow. At the distance of ten leagues ?
said he to Quichsight,—and thirty paces.
The arrow flew 5 Quicksight followed 1t with
his eyes. The deer s puerced, said he, Come,
Cut-the-wir, put your shoes in a proper state,
and pick up the game.  The order was in-
stantly caecuted.  Ballayah repeated the
command three times ; and in half an hour
the four preces of venison were procured, and
brought to Strong-back, who shinned them,
and put them on the spit.  Ballayah having
exanuned the sack of bread : How ! said he,
have we only thirty pounds weight 2 Quick-
sight, look out for some fresh bread.~There
i> un oven full of it at Masser, which is still
quite hot, rephed he, and the baker has just
turned his back to clean his oven.—There is
a fine opportunity to purchase his bread for
nothing: Go, Cut-the-awr, take the bag, and
make the bargain. The order was wistantly
obeyed ; and the bread was in the cell, before
the h?ke:i perccxvz,d it. You sce, general,
said the dervise, that our buttery is
well furnished. Ah! if Strongbacfrmn’i
wings, we might have wine ; but we must not

* Grippenuage, catch-cloud, Grossitout’s office is afterwards explained.
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dlways be dying with thirst. Come, Grip-
penuage ! lay hold of that cloud which is pas-
sing, and force it to shed its contents on this
place ; if there are any hailstones, so much
the better ; for I love exceedinley to drink
ice. The cloud was Eretty high: Grippe-
nuage took a clue of silk from his pocket, and
made it fly up to the cloud. The clew was
wound down; and the end of it being so low
as to be within reach of the hand, the man
then fixed himself to it, and the vapour secin-
ed to attract him with an astonishing rapidi-
ty. Comrades, said Ballayah, let us expose
our pitchers to the water which is about to
fall; and, as we have no change of’ mantles,
Jet us place ourselves in the cave. The whole
troop obeyed ; the cloud descended ; Grip-
penuage squeezed its sides; and, by the help
of his thread, came down with the shower.
“Tranchemont beheld with astonislunent the
performance of these miracles.  You must
agrec, general, said Ballayah, that, under
your command, one might promise the most
splendid success with these brave fellows.—
I never saw, said Tranchemont, an assem-
blage of talents so rare, and so well suted to
one another; we are fit to undertahe every
thing. I have already revolved a great many
plans in my mind.—Stop; do not speak to
e at present, you would distract my thoughts,
—I have forgot something very essenttal ;
since we have only watcr to quench our thirst,
weshouldat Jeast have some flaggons of iquor,
We have still three hours of day 5 Jet us want
nothing. Theu the dervise called his people.
Quichsight, sma he, and you Cut-the-uir, get
us some flaggons of hquor.  You know that
they are generally placed in the terraces,
that the sun may dart his meridian beams up-
on them. Goand make an attack upon them :
‘What cannot be done in one voyage, may be
finished in two. The order was executed ;
and, in a quarter of an hour, the side-board
was furnished with four large flageons of li-
quor. This Cut-the-air is extreniely expert,
cunning, and cxpeditious, said Buallayah ; it
is a great pity he has not a stronger back;
one might derive inconceivable advantage
from him.—By Mahomet, said Tranchemont,
without this little medicine, I should have had
a fine noise in my belly all night.  But, my
good dervise! could not we have some figs?
~1I give you the whole earth to choosc them
from.—I take you at your word, replied the
captain.—I want the finest figs that grow in
rica.—Come, Cut-the-air! You hear what
the general wishes for. Put a basket on your
arm: Pick them with great care, and return
in half an hour at the furthest, for you may
be wanted ! Cut-the-air disappeared. The
venison was on the spot, Strong-back was
turning it, Bazzaknar was employed in roast-

91

ingit, and Battin-il-tabour had gone to snore
at some hundred yards distance, in order not
to incommode any person, but he was still
noisy. You have a snorer there, snid Tran-
chemont, who is somewhat disagreeable,—
He must be allowed rest, replied Ballayah ; it
is in his excellent hatnt of body that his me=
rit consists ; it heeps his belly stretehed ; bee
sides, he makes us merry; he Imitates the tim-
brel, by beating on his cheeks, and that wmuses
us: it is necessary to put all their talents to
some purpose.—You are in the right: but
tell me who is that man whom I see sitting
with his arms ncross ? 1 know not yet what
he can do—That is he who has the charge
of our lodgings : When we take the field,
with very small means, he makes the most of
every thing.  His nawe is Grossitout. His
business is very fatiguing ; but you will be a
better judge of it when yon see him at worh.
‘The day was spent in snch conversation as
this ; but Cut-the-nir had not returned. Bale
Invah began to be uneasy. Hola, Quicksight !
suid he, look through the orchards of Africa,
and endeavour to discover Cut-the-nir, who
has cither lost or forgotten himself. Quick-
tight examined attentively. Ah! the wreteh,
saitl he, he has eaten more figs than he hes
gathered 5 he is very near Damas, and is
islecp at the side of his basket. The Ara-
bian~, who ramble in the neighbourhood, will
stenl 1t; they will take his shoes from him,
and we shall see him no more.  Therc is
lurge bird perchied on s buanch of the tree un-
der which he reposes ; if Good-aim would kill
the bird, its fall might awaken Cut-the-nir.—
At what distance is the bird you mean? said
Good-aim, Exactly seventy-fiveleagues. Good-
aim then stuck up his stake, and fitted his ar-
row, which immnediately flew off. Quickeight
examincd the stroke. The bird is fallen, said
he; the dleeper is awakened, and is now on
his way. The figs were in the cave in a mo-
ment after.  Let us not chide our purveyor,
said Tranchcmont to Ballnyah: this accident
has shown us the uscfulness of Quicksight
and Good-azim. But I suppose the supper is
ready 5 let us put the table in order. That
must not be, if you please, replicd Bailayah,
till after our camp shall have been prepared,
and I shall bave caused the retreat to be
beaten, according to the custom of war. At
the same time he called Grossitout, who
obeyed the summons. Have you taken your
measures, and chosen your ground ? We sleep
to-night in the tent ; you must lay us at our
case init. The ground is before you, replied
Grossitout 3 your lodging is in my breast, and
my lungs must extend it. By Mahomet ! cx-
claimed the gencral, this is a strange riddle. 1t
is not a riddle, said the dervige, at least what
you are going to sec will explzin it to you.



Let us approach the place where the opera-
tor is about to rfol:-m. Grossitout had a
emall purse, of the size of an egg, hung to a
girdle with which his breast was girt. It ap-
peared to be shut by four small strings, at the
end of which some small pins of steel seenied
to be fixed. He it, and blowed into
it; and suddenly it was of the size of a melon:
He continued to blow till he could put his
head into it; he introduced his head; and
was seen blowing with greater force in the cap
he had formed for himself. Every instant its
size increased ; and, as it devcended to the
very ground, the body of the blower was en-
tirely shut up in it. His companions then
took up the (:ttlc strings of the purse, which
were now become cords, and drew the four
sides ; the top of the ball had taken the shape
of a tent, which was uuxzmrtcd by four pikes,
which he always carricd with him in their
march. Grossitout continued his labour, and
the tent increased so as commodiously tolodge
twenty people 3 and the ping of steel, now
become pikes of iron, driven in the ground,
madc the lodging most completely firm. Holy
rmplm ! excluisned Tranchemont,in raptures,
have just now seen the king, the very ,iud
of mushrooms; it in o perfect mimvl’c.—
Without flattery, general, said Ballavah, to
those who have seen your actions every thing
is credible, ond bonsting is excluded @ but
Grossitout has exerted his power very spa-
ringly ; he is capable of blowing up a tent suf-
ficient to lodge all the pilgrims to Mecea, with
their escort. At that istant the loud sound
of a drum was heard at a distance ; and, with-
out the peifect unity in the strohes, one would
have supposed there was fifty. What sound
is that P Lonr? said Trunchemont.— 1t is no-
thing, said the dervise ; it is ouly Battin-il-ta-
Bour stroking h:s belly to beat a retreat; he
is a brave fellow for sounding a charge—M
goad dervise, the compamons of your peni-
tence are very eatrnordmary people~They
are forced bhe wie to live in retirement, on
account of the bad character they have with
the public ; but, with your assistance, we shall
be able to get out of it; and we can drve
from his nest this vulture Bigstaff, who lets
loose upon us baskets full of his fowls cover-
ed over with steel, which keep our troop in
continual alarm.—Ah! though this fellow
had a citadel surrounded with a triple ditch
full of water, by mixing a little honey in it,
you would soon drink it up. I would attack
the wall with my sabre, and, by Muhomct !
you know wh¢.~t¥ner T can cut any slices: 1
would entrench myself under the fortress,
before they could think of throwing stones
at me. I would cang» Su:nlthck throw the
rubbish into the ditch, 1 would appear
unexpectesdly in the place. You should then
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see how I would f::;i;on the coat of mail
by which all these s are protected. This
is a plan truly worthy of yourself, general,
replied Ballayah, but the tyrant is secure from
such an attempt.—I swear by your book, ve-
nerable dervise, that I shall devise some plan
from which he cannot secure himself—but
let us go to supper.—It is the best resolution
we can at present take, said the dervise, for
the roast would have been cold, if Bazzaknar
had not kept it warm.

The little army were all seated round s
well-furnished table, lighted by a lamp with
three branches, and conversing about their
future plans. Comrades! said Tranchemont,
you may depend upon my utmost exertions
to merit your approbation ; but, as you have
made me your commander, I warn you that
our march shall be regular and very expedie
tious—1I have only drunk onc draught of wa=
ter, and it has made me sick. To-morrow,
by sun.rise, 1 shall review my troops and give
my orders ; our camp shall bestruck during the
review, and I willimmediately begin themarch.
Let usdrink onedraught of liquor and goto bed,
thinkingonthe victory which awaits us. Were
my stomach hollow like a well, I will sleep
upon these flints, as if 1 were stretched on a
bed of roses. Let us finish what remains, as
we arc to set out to-morrow with a great pro-
jeet in our heads: we must begin with star-
ving the 1ats in this place, by leaving them not
even a crust to gnaw.  Let us conclude the
banquet ; let all the troop follow me, and go
to the camp. It is proper that we should
sleep m the tent. Come hither, Quicksight :
can you see any thing by night ?—As well as
by day, general.—That’s good ; you will be
on the watch around the camp, and to-mor-
row, during the march, you shall enjoy sleep
upon Strong-back’s shoulders. Grippenuage,
diaw near: luy hold on that cloud which you
ree over our heads, by means of your clew,
and force it to refresh the air by shedding &
shght dew.  Battin-il-tabour wil{ snore near
the camp, and within reach of Quicksight,
that he may be able to give the alarm if any
thing extraordinary should happen. Come,
friends, let cach of us take one of these skins
to serve him as a pillow ; warriors never re-
nounce the conveniencies of life when they
can be obtained. O great, valiant, and wise
captain! said Ballayah, obeying the order,
and marching before the troop. When they
had filed off, Tranchemont entered last into
the tent, and lay down in the middle. The
next, each at a respectful distance from the
general, took the which most
convenient for him: the dervise said his
prayers, and they all quietly fell asl

As soon as the morning star sbove
the horizon, Quicksight a Battin-il-ta-
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bour, who yawning, struck his belly, and the
noun,d of th{?)low rg.-echoed through the neigh-
bouring caverns. Tranchemont wasinstantly on
foot, and awaked his Ele. Come, my com-
rades, said he, letthe day find usinarms: Gros-
sitout, lift the camp. At this command every
body left the tent ; Grossitout alone remain-
ed in it to labour, while the stakes were taking
away ; and before sun-rise, the tent was fold-
ed up, and fixed to the girdle of the person
whose business it was to carry it. They
were all assembled for the grand review, and
Ballayah was in the rear of the battalion.
Brother, said Tranchemont, you are not in
your proper place : as you are our counsellor,
you sglould have been in the centre ; but the
art of war has undergonc some little change ;
you are placed in the rear; and frequently,
when the van has begun the engagement,

our directions come too late. In this case,

owever, as the ranks are not very thick,
there is nothing to prevent your coming to
me in the time of need. Is your book in good
condition? Is there noleaf wanting *—By Ma-
homet ! I have not kept account; but it is
all one; I can easily supply what may be
wanting.

Comrade Quicksight, your eyes are some-
what red; bathe them in fresh water. You
should guard against defluxions.—Arethe bow
and arrows of Good-aim in proper casc ?—
There is nothing wanting, gencral.—I am
eager to be able to prove your dextcrity, that
T may send you a message, directly m the
view of the enemy.——Show us your clew,
Grippenuage. It is pretty round, and the
silk well spun! It is much finer than a cob-
web ! But, my dear companion ! if you would
listen to the advice of au old soldier like me,
you should soon know, that a talent, so pre-
cious as yours, ought not to be confined to
refreshing the air, and washing dishes.—Baz-
zaknar ! I cannot see the firc you have in
your stomach, but I suppose it is the deposi-
tory of sulphur and pitch, sufficient for the
campaign. As we are about to fall upon the
kitchen of another, we shall have no need of
yours for our food ; but I shall give it youin
charge to roast every head which might give
give us any trouble.—Cut-the-air! your shoes
seem to be in good case; but distrust your
taste for figs ; you ran a great risk of losing
your stockings and shoes; and, in returning
from such a distance, you might have caught
a very bad cold.—Grossitout! you have put
up the tent ; but let us examine if the pegs
are at it, if the cords are good, and if the stufl’
has not given way.—No, every thing is right.
Tell me, were you to blow into a melon, could
you mnke it as large as a gourd !—No, gene-
ral.—It has been said with truth, that no ta-
lent is universal !—Come forward, Strong-

back ! you must get straps of lcather to ma-

nage your burden. There is a back on which,
were it level, one might build a pyramid !—
Do you pare your nails? That 15 an error.
You know well, that to lay hold of any thin

the hand can never be sufficiently exr.endeS:
—Here, Battiu-il-tabour ! your drum is well
stretched ; but you must not moisten it too
much within with hot liquor, that might dry
its skin. By the way, let e hear some moe
derate sounds of your trumpet. Battin-il-tabour
obeyed, by emitting some hulf notes in a grave
tone ; but they were sufficient to shuke the
courage of the whole troop. Cut-the-air
would have fled to the distance of an hundred
leagucs, if his legs had not failed him; Strong-
b:::%( felt his knees bend under him ; Quicﬁ-
sight became perfectly blind;  Good-aim
dropped his bow and arrows; Grippenuage
looked for a cloud to take refuge in; Grossi-
tout lost his breathing; and Bazzaknar felt
himself chilled. By Mahomet! said Trane
chemont, taking Ballayah by the hand, to whom
it had given the hiccup, there’s a finc pipe |
I am not a faint-hearted chicken, and yet 1am
trembling likea leaf. Comrade Battin-il-tabour!
youare possessed of avery superior talent, but,
if you please, we will only employ it on des.
perate occasions. Take your place again ;
and you, my friends, who have acknowledged
me as your general, listen, while I expﬁlin
the plan of the battle in which we are about
to engage.  Our great object is to get pose
scssion of Kallacahubalaba, and to destroy
Bigstaff.  He has 100 much prudence to ex-
pose himsell’; he will oppose us with his mob,
which we will overcome ; but this will hy no
means be decisive. He must be forced by fu-
mine to capitulate. Let us lay waste the couns
try which furnishes him with food ; and let
us reduce him to the necessity of eating the
rock for subsistence! You have all the cle-
ments under your power; you can burn, dee
luge, carry oft, massacre, and destroy ; and
therefore you can convert this country mto a
desart in u very short time. A moderate
war might have the most ruinous consequen-
ces; whiereas, if weinspireterror, threefourths
of the people will endeavour to make their
escape by flight. All that we have to do, is to
find out in what place we are to hegin to plun.
der.  Quicksight ! suid the general to this ad-
mirable spy, fook towards the four cardinal
points. Wec want some easy business, which
15 almost at our han.!. What do you vbrerve
in the west ?—At the distance of twen

leagues, gencral, 1 perceive a caravan trav

lingtowardsus. Although, said Iranchemont,
we could reach them by sun-set, yet we would
arrive both fatigued and hungry ; usud, by
plundering it, we should do no mjury to Big-
stall'; that’s not what we want : Looi toward
the east. I observe there, general, a fertile
meadow, on which ther¢ are a great many
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cattle, and some shepherds. That object may
descrve our attention afterwards; but there
is no food ready there; and, as we set out
fusting, we have need to find something per-
fectly prepared for our dinner.~—Ah, said
Quicksight, therc’s somcthing toward the
south, ready dressed! 1 see preparations ma-
king fora considerable marringe.~That willdo
our business indeed: At how many leagues
distance ?—At ten.—Is it in a town ?—Yes,
and a prett ulous one.~80 much the
better ; we shall have an opportunity of doing
the more mischicf and noise.  These people
shall not prevent us from performing our
work. Let us here fix our plan for begin-
:i?ig: Bazzaknar will entcr the city with e,
set firc to that part of it which is over
against the place where the nupt.als are cele-
hrating. 1 will enter the honse where the
feast is to be held, and sewze the bride 5 and
should the bridegroom, the father, or the re-
kations, betroublesome, I will distribute among
them a few blows ; and <hould that not quet
them, Battin-il-tabour shall speak 8 soft word
in their ear from me 5 and 1 am of opmion
they will not make him repeat it.  Bazzuknar
shall burn every thing except the honse, where
we will dine i perfect trungquilbty.  As the
inhabitants mlg‘: attach us in a body, and
throw stanes at us, I order Grippenuase to
weat himaelf on the first cloud he shall meet,
to run after & good many more, und, having
Joined them together, to follow us with the
collected mass; he shall then pour down a
thousand cort-loads of hail on the heads of
the malcontents, and we shall take care to re-
scrve for him his full share of the dinner. By
Mahomet! said Ballayah, there never was an
enterprise formed with so many wise precau-
trons.—Are you pleased then, dervise ! wud
Tranchemont.  Indeed 1 think every body
munt be wo.  Come alonz; et us mach for-
ward. Battn-il-tabour, beat o 2ccabhy, oy we
are goins, to o marnaces e diammer obey-
ady and the troop advancad m road oider.
When they were withi two loagues of the
city, Tranchcmont ordered Cat-theen to exa-
mme whit was g on ut e feast, and to
obiserve tf dinner was not served up tao soon.
In three mmutes the messenger rotuened.
They are idolaters, s v hey andare saceificing,
before an wdol of w wod, o beaut.t ! beifer, with
. gilded horns, which wil e roastadm an hour
at the farthest, By Mahomet! s Tranche-
mount to Ballayah, ought sot you t» be zreatly
delighted ! We are gaing to labow agunst
idolatry, and you shall have the chargeot over-
turning the nlol. Conjure it with your book ; 1
recommend it to you. A marriage performed
hefore an adol. and vithout a cadi ! It is null
and voud. 1 will marey this young personmy seltf
alter the Muhometan manner, inordertobring
herbackto the night way. During this consersa-
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tion, the troop proceeded on their road, aad at
length arrived in the town, directly before the
house where the two families were assembled.
Tranchemont enteredasif ithad been hisown.
What, said he, does any one marry here with-
out my knowledge ? and do you sit down to
table without me ? Any one may imagine the
astonishment of the townsmen ; they looked
at one another without speaking a word, and
trembled as they examined the armed man,
who spohe to them 1n this manner.  We are
undone ! they exclaimed ; 1t is Bigstaff; it is
the tyrant himself.—You he, rascals! There
15 no tyrant here  Tor whom do you take me?
Know that Tam the husband of this fair young
woman, and that <he shall have no other.
suying this, he took hold of her by the anm ;
the husband and the relations advanced to
free her from his hands ; but, with a single
blow, and twoback strol.es, he stretched them
on the eround. Every one kud hold of a stick,
of a huite, of some picce of furmture, or of
whatever offered 1tself to his hand, in order
to full upon the ravisher; bat, all at once,
Battin-il-tabour beean to snceze. This was a
taleut of which Tranchemont was still igno-
rant 3 he vos <o stouned with it, that had he
been Jess enger for s prev, he would have
let her go.  1u the mean tinie, men and wo-
men, and every thing in the house, were over-
turned 3 und the house itself, which was not
very stront, was shuken to the foundation.
Whan Tranchemont had recovered from his
aston hment, he siud to his noisy squire, Come
alonz ! Rud me of all that rabble ; and who-
cver is too far from the door, throw them out
at the window. Buttm-il-tabour obeyed, and
the house was presently clea. ed of 1ts guests.
There only remamed the young wife, who
having fanted through terror, would have
fallen hike the rest, had she not been su port-
ed by the vigorous captmn. Mcanwﬁale a
cry of fire was he: rd through the whole town,
and she.chs and howlings were every where
st up. Come, said Tranchemont to Bat-
tia-tl-tabour, this s not a time to snore ; our
comjan.ons may lose themsehves amid this
contusion; you must beat the signal. The
arizmer dud so 5 the whole troop returned ;
and the entertamment prepared for the nu
tinls was eaten up. The new married wife,
obhiged to 1emain with this company, and en-
dure the brutal caresses of Tranchemont,
ceastd not to shed tears. What pleasure
should I Lave in comforting you, my beauti-
ful gul! suid the captain to her; shed one
of these pretty tears in my cup ; it will make
the drnh delicious.  But she turned away
her bead with an air, expressive at once of
her arief and disgust.

Whie these robbers were thus glutting
themselves immoderately, a small detachment
offifteen men, belonging to the garrison of Kal-
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lacahabalaba, who usually went their roundsin
that neighbourhood, had been informed of
their arrival ; their chief had been described
to them ; but they did not consider Tranche-
mont as very formidable ; they therefore sur-
rounded the house where he and his followers
were, and prepared to attack him. The chict
of this detachment entered suddenly, with his
sabre raised over Battin-il-tabour,whoby snecz-
ing, warded off the stroke. -Tranchemount,
alarmed at the noise, arose and put himself in
a posture of defence. A blow of his sabre
cleft from head to foot the boldest of them ;
with a back stroke he cut in two the person
who followed ; the third had a shoulder bro-
ken; the fourth lost the half of his arm; the
fifth lost his head ; and the sixth lost both his
legs. When the other soldiers of Bigstaft be-
held this defeut, terror administered wings to
them; and, that they might fly with the great-
er speed, they threw away their arms and their
bucklers.  The companions of Tranchemont,
secing them in disorder, pursued them with-
out a moment’s respite.  Grippenuage show-
ered hail upon them; Buzzaknar roasted as
many as he met with ; and Battin-il-tabour
sncezed those to death with whom he could
come up; ¢ven Ballayah himelf knocked them
down with lus book ; they all foll perfectly
stunned, and were delnvered to the sabre of
Tranchemont, who completed their destrue-
tion; so that not one of them was left to
carry the report of therr common draster,
After this defeat, the victorions general re-
turned to enjoy the reward of his victory, in
the arme of his conquest.  Durmg the battle,
however, she had made her escape.  He en-
tered in great fury, and called Quichsight.
Hola! saul he, wilt thou sufter thy cluel to
be deprived of all the happiness he had a rizht
to promise himselt ? Seek for the fuithless arl
to we.—Deathtothe fellow who conceals her!
Quichsight exerted his utmost address and
attention.  General! I cannot perceive her.
1 observe very plainly a company of women
three leagues distant from thir, flying with
their children and baggage, but the new mar-
ried woman is not of the number.  The walls
of the town cannot conceal her from me, for
they were of wood, and are all burnt down ;
she must of necessity therefore be undcr the
ground, and there you know I can see nothing.
Ah, exclaimed Tranchemont, it is very hard
to conquer without enjoying the triumph,
This i another trick of my infernal star! Oh,
for a thousand bombs! She disputes every kind
of victory with me ; I am in perfect despair.
—Go, call Battin-il-tabour to sound a retreat,
and let every one take his seat at table ! here
15 something to drink, and my grief is of that
kind that it inust be absolutely drowned. The
httle troop soon rejoined their gencral; and as
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they shared in his affliction, sd they likewise
partook of the consolation he had chosen, Ah!
my dear Strong-back ! said Tranchemont, the
pretty limbs you would have carried on your
shoulders! Never would you have been load-
ed with so sweet a burden ! But, like the der=
vise, we are, at present, foreed to lead a life
of penitence ; let us continue it, at least till
the middle of the night, that it may be more
meritorious. You, Battin-il-tabour! as I have
great confidence in your talent, I give it to
you in charge to secure our repose till sun-set.
Go and take a turn at half a league’s distance
from this place ; and, whenever you shall per-
ceive any curious prying people, beat as it
were cighty drums, and sound your trumpet
somewhat loudly.  Battin-il-tabour obeyed,
while his companions continued the immode-
rate enjoyment ot the bottle, till they were all
stretched under the table.  There was not a
wedding every day, otherwise they would have
found their entertainment quite ready, withe
out giving themselves any trouble. N’ext day,
the troop, under the command of Tranche-
mont, made prodigious havoc on every side ;
and with so much the niore bolduess, that, un-
der such a leader, they flattered themsclves
they might do so with impunity. But they
themselves were obliged to dress whatever
they wanted to eat.  Every might they ene
canped uunder their tent, the situation of which
wis unknown, for they never pitched it ull it
was dark. During the day they were frequent.
Iy oblived to fight, because they met with small
detachments, ke that which had encountered
them before, but these they invariably put to
death.  Whoever escaped the sword and the
fire, tellbefore the voice of Buttin-il-tabour,w ho
completely broke the drums of their ears by
whispering to them; and the hal of Grippe-
nuage completed their disaster and confusion,

A person at length, however, devised a tne-
thod for delivering the country from thes ter
rible scourse, which was spreadi g sucii deso-
latton.  This was, by armmg the mhabitants
with slings, and overwhelimng the authors of
their de-truction with stones.  Quichsight ob-
served this man, ag he was trymg tius new
weapon, the use of which he was to propose.
Lie saw him about to commuuicate hus discos
very to the people around him.  But, at the
very moment m which he opencd his mouth,
an arrow flew from Good-aun’s bow, entered
lus throat, and arrested the salutary advice in
its passage. The country was inabsolute dese
pair; and advices to that purpose were car-
ried from all quarters to Kallicahabalsba, by
an hundred arrows which alighted in it: which
was the way in which requests were present.
ed to Bigstaff, and in which all complaints or
advices reached him. Upon this the tyrunt
summoned his council, which consisted of a
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single utro‘ﬁdeql skilled in geomancy.
You see to w /

& comdition we are about to
be reduced, sevd he : Nobody indeed can dis-
turh us herej but nothing can save us from
the famine by which we are threatencd. Hi-
thertomy arius have successfully opposed these
extrmordinary robbers who infest iny country ;
hut their ity has, without doubt, increa-
scd with their strength. They have at ther
head a chief, who alone hath destroyed seve-
mal detachments of my soldiers who watch over
the safety of these cotmtrics, and collect the
taxes : ‘There in something even supernatural
in the reports and complaints wlich have teen
made to mej devise therefore some mmethod
By which we may provide for our safety.—I
huve boen thinking on thut for some tine, re-

hed the learned person, T have cast the na-

ivity of all these proplte, and have fund, that
ortinary urms could give you no advantage
over them, The pretendid talents, which they
employ to such bad purposes, ure more o1 lers
mugical § but this art 1 so very defective, that
the most powerful mean it cuplovs may be
rendered 1 effectual, by the most erfling of all
those which may be directly opposed to it :
Yhus, I wallapproach Battineil-tubour with cot-
ton 1n my curs, and hin drum will have no ef
fect upon we. | will spitin Buzzaknar’s mouth,
and the fire will be extinguisheds Quicksight
brcomes uscless, in proportion as dunger up-
proches. FThe arow of Good-ain 1s blunted
spnst steel. Cutethe-air is but a messencer,
who nay be ensily stopped.  The science of
Grippenunge depends upon a thread, which it
iy be possible to cut.  Bailayah s but a
coward of a dervise, and can do nothing where
there in not water to drnk 3 but we must se-
eure vurselves agunst his ook Grossrtout
and Strong back make part of the baggpage,
and are by no menns tormudable.  But e
most dangerons cacny whom we have to en-
counter i Captamn Tranchemont, the et of
thet cumed tace. He i constantiy aut of fa-
vour with the star ; und s actualiy cndewed
by them with the patt of deonng i possible ams-
cluefy, withont cver pedornang one good of-
fice.  He hath a ceady une actnve paaus, an
intrepid soul, and a budy of  uuconuon
etrength but he is the perpetaal victim of
his rashness. He wears n magic sabre which
the diamond itself’ connot resist 1 Should you
oppose to it your club ol briss, he would cut
it 1n a thousand pieces, and you would be -
stuntly disarmed. His usund custom is to send
a challenge ; but he has bren already inform-
ed that you never accept any but on condi-
tions to which he will not agree.  However,
#ir, 1if vou will arm yuurself and your sold.ers
as 1 chall advise, I will venture to promise you
dnfallible snccess over him and all his troop,
(v to my arsenal, said Bigstaff, and cause
all the arms you shall judge proper for my
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soldiers and myself to be prepared: I hold
our advice in too great estimation not to fols

w it imphicitly—l warn you, however, said
the astrologer, that these arms will be very un-
cominon.—It does not signify; they will be
s0 much the fitter for engaging the enemy :
One uncommon thing must be opposed by
another, equally wonderful.

‘aptain Trauchemont continued his rava-
ges: And Bigstaff, in concert with his coun-
sellor, prepared the hitic army which was
to take the field. Itassembied ; and, with great
secreoy, the arms amd ;nstruments of war with
which it was o be furmshed, were comple-
ted i the arsenals.  Whea all was ready, a
by of threc hundred men, shining in stecl,
was bet down from the fortress by the help of
pulleys and baskets, and covered the plain.
1 he enemy ! The enewy ! exclaned Quick-
sight. Are they let down from the minurets 2
suwd Tranchemont.—Yes, general; sec, the
buskets are emptymng! Three hundred men,
and a chiet who commands them, have come
out. It is the tyrunt hunself’; I know him
by his stature : e uppears much taller than
common. Ah! what a singular helmet he
wears upon his head! It 15 a large seething-
pot ; Bazzaknar must make it boil.  His buck-
ler 1s five mches thick ; and his eyes sparkle
as it they were burnmg.  Shall I go, gene-
ral, and put the stake betore Good-aim, that
he may send bin a present fiom you to his
left eye (—You are very zealous, soldier! said
Tranchemont : Look, Lut presume not to ad-
vise.—My enemy is then in the plain, and
guaded i a ridiculous manner against my
vengennce —( ome, Battin-il-tubour ! dSuin-
mon &ll our people by the signal, and let us
aaren to nreet the enemy.

The two urnues were soon in view, and
witluu the reach of an arrow. Tranchemont
wus staticned in the centre, betwixt Battin-il-
tabuur und bazzahnar 3 Ballayah and Quick-
sight were i thie rgnt wing ; and Cut the-
arr and Good-wm 1o the left ; Strong-back
and Giossitout were placed i the rear ; and
Grppenuage dragzed along with him a tem-
wt, to be used upon vecasion. On his side,

atatt inade the necessary dispositions ; and
drew up his any in a hoe three men deep.
luo the toremost ranh were placed those who
handled the naked armour ; every soldier in
the sccond was armed with a syringe ; and
those in the thud with a puwr of scissars ; and
all were fitted with detcusive weapons of the
best temper.  Tranchewont bebeld this triple
row of warriors displaycd against him ; and,
full of confidence in bis forces, marched for-
ward, in full assurance of an easy victory. He
advanced ten paces before tus troop, as if to
challenge his cnemy 1o single combat.  Big-
stait advanced m order to accept ; and the
armies remained in suspense, when Tranche-
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mont ordered Battin-il-tabour to sound the
charge. This was the only order that was
well executed ; for, in every other respect,
events, unforeseen by Tranchemont, discon-
certed all himrojects, and rendered his ef-
torts ineffectual.

As soon as Tranchemont and his adversary
had opposed buckler to buckler, the former
wishc(? to discharge on the head of Bigstaff
one of those decisive strokes by which the
strength of his arm, and the temper of his
blade, had been so often signalized; but,
before he struck, he thought of addressing
the enemy, over whom he was certain of vic-
tory. Bigstaff! said he to him; tyrant of
scullions ! art thou not ashamed to present
thyself to battle with a pot upon thy head ?
Dost thou think that thy kitchen-tackle can
save thee from the strokes with which thou
art threatened ; or hath my evil star suggest-
el to you this ridiculous defence, that I
might reap nothing from my victory but the
disgrace of having triumphed over the prince
of conoks? Must the brave soldiers of Tran-
chemont then engage with apothecaries and
barbers 2 Darest thou lift against me the
club, which does not become thy shametul
hand so well as the <pit on which thy roast
1 turned every day ? 1 would have matched
thy holmet and buckler extremely well—
Tranchemont, rephed Bizstaft, thy words and
thy conduct are alihe. T am not come out
aramst thee to encounter a warrior, but a
butcher, by profession.  And if 1t belonus to
we to act nobly m every thing, to youat by~
lomgs to perish by an iznominions death, Thon
challengest me to inflict the first blow ; dare
thysclf to give it—By Mahomet, thou shalt
not be deceived, said Tranchemont.  With
these words he let fall a stroke, quicker than
lightuing, on the pot which covered the head
of his enemy; but the n:nment the subre
touched it, instead of penetrating the pot, it
rcbonnded in such a manner as to shake the
vigorous arm which wicelded it.  Tranche-
mont, astonished at this resistance, wanted
to cleave, with onc blow, the arm and the
buckler of his adversary; but the blade of
his scymitar flew into pieces. Instead of ha-
ving struck, as he thought, upon iron, it was
against a hollow gourd and a mouldy cheese
that the magical power of his sabre was ex-
hausted.

Mahomet ! exdaimed Tranchemont, as he
retreated four steps. Holla! Bazzaknar!
Let this skull be set fire to, and make it as
hot as that of hell. Bazzaknar was about to
obey ; but instantly a deluge of water enter-
ed his mouth, directed from an hundred sy-
ringes; and there issued out of it nothing
but a thick smoke. Deprived of this aid, the
disconcerted general called Grippenuage to
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his assistance, who hovered over the arm
with a provision of hail and thunder; but url.
the scissars of the third line of Bigstati’s sol-
diers were in the air, and, by cutting the in-
visible threads, turned the storin against the
opposing army.

Tranchemont then, declining an honour-
able retreat, thought it his duty to mnke use
of his last resource, and made Battin-il-tabour
beat the march. But, in consequence of the
cotton with which the ears of his soldiers
were stopped, the army of Bigstaff was not
dismayed with the noise.  They surrounded
Tranchemont.  The drummer redoubled his
strokes upon his enormous belly, and his own
troop, stunned with the terrible din, fled with
all speed: Tranchemont alone remained the
victint.  The tyrant of Kallacuhubaluba put
him to death with his club, Battin-il-tabour
burst; Bazzaknar was suffocated with his
smoke; the rest escaped as well as they could,
aud sought their safety in the caverns which
had before served them for a retreat.

Dobil-THasen ended his story. The at-
tention with which he had been heard, and
the visible satisfuction of his audience, gave
him some hopes of suceess. 1 have told you
some things a little extraordinary, said he ;
but the conditions which we have ncc(-rt('(l
obliged me to produce what was new. I have
brought strange characters upon the stage. 1
should be happy to thmk that 1 had afforded
entertwnment to my lovely cousin, I as-
sure you, said Vasume, your tale has given us
all pleasure; and my good Nane willnot de-
ny that she has laughed o good deal.—1 have,
I must confees, said the nurse, been in o man-
ner all car; I expected every moment some
new picce of plensantry. 1 never knew this
mode of telling stories before 5 it is absolute-
ly new to me.  But is this all we are to hear?
—No, my good woman, said Vasume ; there
is yet another to come; and we are impa-
ticntly eapecting him who is to tell it to be-
gin.  So saying, she turned her eyes upon the
youngest of her cousins, whom timidity had
yet held silent.

Valid-Hasen was more in love with Va-
sume than cither of his two cousins: his
passion was of a more delicate nature than
theirs: he preferred her to the most advan-
tageous matches in Burat.  But the fear of
losing her at that moment deprived his ima-
gination of its wonted cnergy.  Although he
was endowed with no common share of both
memory and understanding, nothing new oc-
cured to him but what secmed to have been
anticipated by others: perhaps too his self-
love was touched. Whatever might be the
case, his perplexity was evident; his lips
trembled ; and an involuntary blush over-
spread his face. Vasume was alarmed; for

&
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she was particulurly interested in her young
cousin, and sccretly desired that he might
prove successful in the contest.  Good Nane
too was in expectation of another story. At
l;lm Valid-Hasen took courage, and "began
thus :—

The Dream of Valid-Husen,

AFTER the azreeable tales 1 have heard,
said he, it would imply great confidence m
me, if { should presume to think that I could
equal them, merely by the power of my ima-
gination. Dreams arc, however, said to have
often something divine in them : and what 1
dreamed last night is 5o extraordinary, that
1 am forced to respect, although T cannot un-
derstand it.  The sentiments with which 1t
has impressed me prompt me to relate it to
you. Yesterday, after pretty laborious appli-
cation to studics from which 1 hope to reap,
one day or another, some advantage, I fell
ualeep at my table, with my head reclinmg on
wy hands. Hardly waslasleep, whenIthought

1 found myself trancported mto the middle of

an arul plam, where I wasin the utmost dis-
tress for tharst. 1 Jooked around for some
bountiful spring of water; bur the search
wus v, amid those burning sands. At last
1 suw n melon upon a withered stalk. 1 took
my kmife, and stooped down to cut the fruit.
When the blade had entered, the hilt tollow-
ed; mi' hand was draggred after the hile, and
then the arm, the shoulder, and my whole
bady entered 1, before T could make the
slichtest reflection. Iimediotey  after, 1
found my«elf seatand, T knew not what upon,
in the unddle of a melon, the made of \sLiL-h
seemed inmy eves lihe o thich mi-t, almost
diwk.  Mcthourht I was busy with iy hands,
labouning ta temane it, when, of o sudden, 1t
vinihed of atselt, i the form of those light
vapours which are gathered by the winds
upon the tups of lgh mountains. It disap-
peared entuely, and | was left at liberty to
examine the different objects about me, 1
wan sented upon a gregt plat, beantifully va-
ricgated with Howers and plants, every one
more curions than another.  Above me ap-
peared the open shy, sthuninated by the rays
of the msing sun. - One object engaged all my
attention.  This was a noble walnut-trec, of
such size and beauty, thet its head seemed to
touch the skies, wlule with its branches it
overshadowed the ground whercon [ sat.
This majestic tree had so many branches,
and those of such vast extent, that five hun-
dred mien, dispersed one on each branch, and
shaking the fruit, could not make themselves
heard by me, however loudly they cried. 1
could distinguish, however, by the strukes of
the sticks, that they were disputing for the
walnuts on the ground, which belonged re-
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spectively to the persons who had shaken
tgzm. owever, they quarrellied but at inter-
vals, and the work went on. I picked up two
of the nuts, opcned them, and found them to
consist of nothing but empty shells. Wh
then all this disturbance, said I to myself,
and all this din for cmpty shells ! T was, how-
esver, in some danger, trom the nuts shqwened
down upon my head, and therefore retired to
a greater distance, where T saw nothing but
leaves full; but of these the persons who
brat them down scemed as jealous as of the
fruit.

As I went round the tree, T perceived a
single walnut remaining upon the top of it :
it scemed to be no better than the others;
but its great height deceived the eye. No
stafl’ nor striker could reach it; nor could
those sce it who were upon the tree. T felt
a desire to bring down this only remaining
walnut ; but how should I? I had, when a boy,
thrown stoucs with slings. I contrived to
make u sling of iy handkerchief; and loaded
it with n pehble nearly hulf a pound in weight.
1 threw the stone alinost without looking at
the mark. It struck the walnut, which fell,
and made a noise which was noticed by those
who were on the tree. Astonished and plea-
scd at my success, I picked up the nut, and
opened at ;3 when, wonderful to behold ! the
:Ju-ll contained thousands of shrubs, all as
perfect in their species as the great walnut-
tree upon which they had grown. While I
was t.'xlking these out of the shell, my fellow-
lubourers observing how 1 was employed,
came upon my shoulders, received the young
trees out of my hands, and cried out, pne af-
ter another, See what a fine thing 1 have
found ! I was disposed to insist upon my right
to the discovery. You! said they ; you bring
down the nut! you were not even on the
tree. But, said I, I brought it down with a
stone which 1 threw with my handkerchief,
which you still see upon yonder branch ! My
rivals shrugged their shoulders. I, enraged
to sce myself robbed of a treasure which 1
had obtained by good luck and my own ad-
dress, and ashamed to have nothing but the
empty shell remaining in my hands, awaked
wmdst these emotions fromm my dream. It
has certainly some signification, which I shall
be glad to hear any person explain.—You give
the eulogy of the teller, said Vasume, and I
confess he deserves it. When a person has
so pleasaut a dream, it is dis able to a-
wake. Let us hear another of your stories,
said Nane: those which 1 have heard make
me desirous of listening for more. You have
no more to hear at this time, my good nurse,
said the fair Indian damsel. You have now
heard the three stories which I invited you
to hear. I had required that they should be

3
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new; are they so? Perfectly so, said the
blind woman: I have heard many tales in
my lifetime, and have even made some; I
know none so original as these, either in their
nature, or in the manner in which we have
heard them told.

Tell me, my good Nane, returned Vasume,
to which of the three would you give the pre-
ference ? Your judgment shall determine me,
You can have no partiality in favour of any
one of the tellers above the others, for you
see none of them ; wherefore, I wish to have
your opinion, my good nurse. That I shall
not refuse, my dear daughter. My opinion of
the first tale is, that nothing can be more
ingenious than the contrivance of the pre-
tended Armenian to deceive Narilha and her
son ; but was all that ingenuity requisite to
outwit a foolish woman and an idiot boy ?
Was it necdful to put so many irons into the
fire, to accomplish a marriu;.'c between a bar-
ber’s daughter and a potter’s son ! Or were
means used to make me desire a marringe in
which I was to be interested ? I heard no-
thing of the bride, and very little of the bride-
groom. Besides, I should think that it was
quite needless to scatter gold ubout with such
rrofmion, when a handful of sequins might
iave done the whole business. T cannot ap-
’)rove of the punishiments which followed : 1
wd rather have laughed to the end of the
story + But I must sav, that, notwithstanding
those trivial blemishes, I was much pleased
with this story, and only mortified to find it
less agrecable towards the end. The second
story tran-ported me into a crowd of imagi-
nary bemgs. I have laughed a great deal at
their extravagancies, and was highly amused
with them. But this is all. T rearetted not
the loss of those chimerical illusions.  The
story, upon the whole, seemed equally devoid
of sentiment and purpose.  When I laugh so
much, my dear daughter, I am desirous to re-
collect with satisfaction the cause of my
gaiety. As to the third, it is a short dream,
but extremely interesting. I believe I have

nearly found out the meaning. The dreamer

wandering upon arid sands is a studious man;
his thirst is for knowledge. The rind which
he cuts is the veil of nature. His body fol-
lows the blade of the knifc, when he e

passionztely in the investigation of truth. ﬁe
finds himself at first in darkness, but comes
soon to understand his situation. The fine
walnut-tree represents the object he desires
to know. It is covered with the curious, who
misapply their labour in beating down nothing
but leaves and empty shells, and contending
with pedantic pride for the worthless fruits
of their vain labours. A man of better ad-
dress brings down the nut on the top of the
tree. He opens it, and finds truth within, in
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the emblematic form of numberless embryos
of walnut-trees, proceedingallout of onegerm.
This discovery is owing to chance, the parent
of most useful discoveries. T must allow, my
child, that this short drenmn has given me
more pleasure than both the tales; and that
these will always lose much of their value in
my estimation, whenever I recoliect the in-
genious allegory of the walnut-tree,

Vasume was of the same opinion as her
nurse. A good tale, said she, 1< one equally
amusing and instructive, in which the useful
and the agreeable arc happily united. She
gave the prize therefore to her cousin Valid-
Hasen. 1 heir marriage was celebrated with
splendour ; and their happiness proved not a
drcam.

Schceherazade having finished the story of
the Schebandad of Surat, remained silent.—
What, said the sultan, is your story ended ?
—Invincible sultan, replied she, 1 would va-
ry your pleasures, by giving you a morce in-
teresting relation, of a different kind from
the former; but it is long, and the day is ap-
proaching. Therefore, as 1 have need ot re-
pose, 1 will, with the permission of my lord
and inaster, reserve the story of Bohetzad and
his ten visiers for the evening, It is rensonas
ble, suid the sultan: 1 fecl myself’ somewhat
drowsy, as well as you, and I should be glad
likewise to repose. Upon a signal given, the
lights were put out, and the seragho was sunk
in silence.

The evening having arrived, and every thing
being prepared fur hearing the story of the fair
sultaness, she addressed Schahrar in these
words : I warn your highness before-hand, not
to expect in this story any of those cxtraor-
dinary incidents of which your majesty ap-
pears to me to be so fond ; but~——What, in-
terrupted the sultan, no birds? no morce ma-
gic?>—No, sire, the moral of this story is
drawn from the predestination of man: and
I will prove to your majesty, that nothing on
carth can aiter the decrees of heaven,  If it
be so, replied the sultan, it is decreed that T
shall hear your story :—you may thercfore
begin.

Scheherazade bowed, and spoke as follows :

Story of Bohctzad and his Ten Visiers,

Tk kingdom of Dineroux comprehended
all Syria, and the isles of India lying at the
mout{ of the Persian Gulf. This powerful
state was formerly subject to King Bohetzad,
who resided in the city of Issessara. Nothing
could surpass the power of this monarch.
His troops were without number, his trea-
sures inexhaustible, and the population of his
dominions was equal to their fertility. His
whole kingdom,egivided into ten great depart~
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ments, was entrusted to the administration

of ten visiers, of whom his divan was com- -

posed. This prince frequently indulged him-
self in the chace, as a relaxation from the
cares of government.

One day, whilc he entered with his usual
keenness into this excreise, be allowed him-
self to be carried so far in purauit of a stag,
which had darted into the f{)rcst, and lcft his
attendants at so great a distance, that, upon
coming out of the wond, he could perceive
none of his people.  He had also lost sight
of his prey ; and w hile he endeavoured to find
out the direction he ought to pursue, he per-
ceived, at a distance, a pretty large troop of
men. He approached them, and as he drew
nenr, he could distinguish a body of forty
knights,* surrounding s spleadid litter, the
brightness of which was heghtened by the
rays of the sun.  This carriage was made of
rock crystal: the mouldings and hinges were
of carved pold ; and the roof, m form of a
crown, was formed of wowd of aloes, having
cormices of mlver.  Tlus litter resembled i
shape a small antique templef but so brile
linnt, that the eye was quite daszled with it
A prodigy of this kind, m the midst of a ce-
sart, astomshed the kg, He came up and
saluted the convoy ;. and addressing lis dis-
course to the knight who held the reins of
the mules,—Friend, said he, be so kind as tell
me the weaning of all this equipage, and the
name of the person to whom it helongs. Not-
withstanding the enil and polite: mauner
which the monarch spohe, yet, as his hunting
dress did not express the dizmty of the wear-
er, they nnswered, Whit matters it to you?
Bohetad was not discournged with so dry an
wwwer, but still msisted with politeness, and
CVED CRENestness, for u more .\nuaﬁwtory re-

ply.

lus spear, wnd sawd, Go onyour way, nudacious
fellow ; otherwise, o your curionty becomes
more impertinent, be assured 1t will cost vou
your lite. This msolent behaviour eacited
the mdignation of the hing: he wont up to
the hmight who thus threatened hamn, with
that air of contidence, and that commanding
tone, the hatut of which he had acquired nthe
excrase of absolute power.  Save of wy
throne, smd he te him, dost thou not know
Bohetzad 2 But hud 1 been only a common
man, after speahing to you m the modest and
friendly manner 1 have adopted, ought you
to have threatened my life 2 At the very name
of Bohetzud the knights alighted, and pros-

He who appenred to be the leader of
the troop ther presented to hun the pomt of
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trated themselves on the earth. Sire, said the
eldest of them, pardon an answer which we
could not suppose addressed to the greatest
monarch of the earth: We may be pardoned
in not recognizing your majesty in a hunfi‘:ﬁ
dress, and without attendants. Rise, sai
the king, and gratify my curiosity. Who is
the person in that htter, and whither are you
conductinzthem? Sire, answered the knight,
1t 15 the daughter of Asphand, your grand vi-
sier: we are conducting her to the Prince of
Bubylon, to whom she is going to be married.
During this, the daughter of the visicr, impa-
tient of the delay, presented herself at the
curtain of the litter, inorder toget nformation,
and was pereeived by Bohetzad.  Whatever
pains she had taken to prevent herself from
being scen, her extraordinary beauty struck
thesovereign; his heartreceived a futal wound ;
his passion, arrived at its height, aspired after
gratification from the very moment of its
existence, and was irresistibly violent.  He
determined to make sure of his object, and
addressing  himself, with authority, to the
conductors of the htter, 1 comwand you, said
he, to return to Issessara, and carry the vi-
sier’s daughter to my palace. The command-
er of the party replied to his majesty, Sire,
your visier 15, no less than we, your slave;
and if we carry his daughter back to his own
palace, she will be equally in your majesty’s
power.—My visier has disposed of his daugh-
ter without consulting me, said the king, and
therefore does not ment the respect which
vou wish me to shew him.—S8ure, replied the
cuvalier, vourgrand visier Asphand has always
been honoured with your confidence, and pos-
scsses the greatest weight and mfluence among
vour subjects. Anactof such violence against
him way injure hus reputation, and make him
lose that degree of estimuation with the pub-
lic, whick it s fur your interest that he should
enjoy.~llis credit depends on me, said the
prince, and I shall only increase it by espou-
sing his daughter. The eldest and most expe-
nienced of those gentlemen still ventured to
speak. Sire, said he, precipitation is dangerous,
and often brings repentance mits train. Your
sluves treat your majesty to reflect delibe-
rately on what you do.  Kings must be obey-
ed.—1I have reflected, imprudent old man, said
the prince, passionately. What cautious res-
pect can I owe to my slave ? Obey. And now,
unable longer to restrain his impatience, he
scized the mules’ bridle with his own hand,and
led them towards that part of the forest where
it was probable that his attendants awaited

® Knighte. The ancient order of knightbood exists in India to this day. Those who devote
themasives to theariny go about armed fiom head to foot, to make offers of their services to diffe-

reat prioces.

t A hivd of carriage, called,in Arabic, Tarterouanne,
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him, He was soon in the tent which they
had set up for him, and immediately gave or-
ders to hus whole train to attend the princess
in the litter to his palace. On their arrival,
he instantly sent one of his eunuchs to bring
the chief cadi. The judge attended, and, with-
out delay, made out the marriage countract,
which united Bohetzad with the princess Ba-
herjoa, daughter to his visicr Asphand.
While the kinz was celebrating hus mar-
riage, the forty knights returned to the visier’s
paluce, having been compelled to ield up
the hitter, with the princess, whom they were
to have conveyed to Babylon.  The mimster
was surprised at their speedy retarn, as it was
only on the preceding evening that they had
set out for Babylon from Issescara. How
couid they return so soon? e teared some
strange accident or other.  One of the
knights recounted to him the adventure; ex-
aggerating, in his representation, the violence
and the despotic tone of Bohetzad 3 by which
the heart of the minister was antated with
fear, and inflamed with resentment, even al-
though he was assured that the monarch hun-
self was to espouse his daughter that same
night. W hat, saud he, interfere to thwart me
in the arrangement of my fanuly atturs ! De-
prave me of my daughter! Marry her imomy
despite ! Teat thus that my services are re-
warded ! Then, with revenge boihing i les
heart, he mmediately called a mectne of his
friends, of the princes and nobles of his fa-
mily.  When they were assembled, he en-
larged upon the mjury which his danghter,
the prince of Babylon, and hunself, had suf-
fered by this vielent and wibitrary deed of
the king.  Every heart i the assembly took
wart in the injury, and sympathized with his
mdignation.  Asphand saw by this that he
might casily bring them to concur with him
in a plan of vengeance.  Princes and nobles,
said be, the king 1v wholly engrossed by his
pleasures, and has no sciuples of delicaey in
the means of his gratification.  Instead of a
recompence for my tols, he has disgraced me
by an irreparable insult. He looks upon me
in no other hight thun as a vile slave. . Does
he think that my child is to be subservient to
his momentary passivn, and to be abused as
the instrument of his brutal appetites? Can
you think yoursclves secure, atter this, from
similar dishonour ? Your wives and daugli-
ters will not be spared, more thaa mine. Shall
we arrest this tyranny in 1ts career; or do
you chuse to becomne likewise its victims?
The visier’s friends and relations entered into
his views. They next considered how they
should proceed. "One a2mong them, who was
a deeper politician than the rest, thus gave his
opinion: Visier, do you write to the king:
express a grateful sense for the unlooked-for
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honour he hath done you, to which you had
never raised your most presumptuous hopes.
Vrite, at the same time, to your daughter.
Seem to be charmed at her happy fortune.
Ask her to .iuin you in imploring f{caven to
shower its blessings on a monarch so deser-
vedly dear to his subjects.  These dispatches
you may accompany with umgnmficent pre-
sents 3 and Bohetzad, blinded by his passion,
will persuade himself that all is well. ™ Avail-
ing yourself of his security, take the carliest
opportumity of retiring from court, under pre-
tence of the necessity of your atfuirs, \\'\wn
thus removed from the possibility of being cut
off by any sudden blow, you can commmunicate
to all the princes of the cimpire, the governors
of the provinces, and the officers of the reve-
nue, alarming accounts of the state of public
affuirs.  Represent to them the critical situa-
tion of things subject to the arbitrary will of
n voung prince, \dm is enslaved by base pns-
sions, aud so careless of rewarding his faithful
servants, that he wantonly loads them with
insult and abuse; who knows no law of con-
duct but the wikd sallies of un intemperate and
capricions unugimation
This advice was received with approbation
by the visier and the whole assembly,  The
wlacreed to seize every opportunity ofspr ad-
inz discontent threuzh the empire, and to re-
nain at Issessara, while A<phand should retire
to i distance, m order that they mght heep
up a conespondenee with hum, and give him
notice, from tune to time, in what manner he
should regulate his movements,  These reso-
lutions being tahen, the assembly sepurated
in haste, that their moeting might not excite
suspicion; and Asphand wrotetothe kingas fol-
lows : Great king, monarch of the two seas,
your slave, whom you had before exalted to
the office of visier, and decorated with the ti-
tle of prince, did not hope for the high honour
of your alliance.  Overpowered as I feel my-
sclf by this new favour, [ offer u my wurmest
pravers to Heaven, to heap its hf::asmgh, with-
out ncasure, on your majesty’s head ; to pro-
long your days ; to prosper your reign; and to
trunsmit your crown, by regular succession, to
your latest posterity. My duty has hitherto
been to maintain the tranquillity of y our domi-
nions, by watching over the administration of
justice, and protecting the frontiers of the em-
pire from hostile invasion.  The functions of
my ofiice now become more sacred m my eyes.
Honoured by your alliance, I am now person-
ally interested in your glory and success.
My daughter and I will be your slaves, devoted
with unelterable fidelity to yourinterests.—His
letter to Baherjoa congratulated her on her
good fortune, and was not less artfully express-
ed thanthat addressed to her husland. These
letters, accompanied with a magnificent pre-
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sent, Asphand sent by the first officer in his
household. The visier's young son joined the
envoy ; and they repaired her to the roy-
al palace, and prostrated themselves before
the prince. Bohetzad, amid the ruptures of
successful love, could conceive no distrust of
the loyalty of his visier. He made his son be
clothed in a rich pellice, and ordered a thou-
sand picces of gold to the officer who had
brougiit the letters and the presents.  Scarce-
ly had they left the royal presence, when
one of the oldest of the visicrs came to pay
his court to the king.  The sovereign gave
him a gracious reception, as usual  He made
him sit down, and told him how happy he
found hunself in the possession of his charm-
ing spouse ; ndding, that notwithstanding the
shight act of violence which he had committed
in mauking himself master of her person, he
dhid not suppose that any disagrecable conse-
uencex would follow. The attachment, con-
tinuced he, which Asphand expresses to me, sa-
tisfien me that he harbours no resentment in
his breast upon this head.  Here are his let-
ters @ read them @ you will see that he is
highly pleased with the aliiance.  The mag-
nificence of his presents, too, evinees the sine
centy of his expressions. The old minister
read the letters, and continued to muse for
some time, with downcast exes. Are not you
satisfied with what you have read, said the
king —~Theserpent does not always hiss when
it i about to sting, replied the minister, but
glides smoothly forward with sts pliant and
wreathed body @ its seales glister: it loohs with
an eye of softness and fondness : it conceals its
venomous and decestful dart.  Asphand’s let-
ters are written with studied enility. Youmay
nssure yourselfthat be feels offended : the feign-
ed loy alty of his expressions is assumed to veil
some secret project of vengeance, agamst wluch
your majesty will do w ellto be upon your guard,
Bohetrad, happy in the enjoyment of the
object of his love, and supposing that the okl
minister might speak from motives of jealousy,
disregarded an advice dictated by loyalty and
rudence, and neglected to watch the conduct
of Asphand.  He, in pursuance of his views,
and under the pretext of composing some dis-
turbances which had arisen in sowe parts of
the kingdom, left the capital, a few months
after, with all lus tollowers. As soon as he
saw himself out of the immediate reach of Bo-
hetzad's power, he represented to the gover-
nors of the provinces the affront he had re-
ceived ; he excited them to revolt, by suggest-
ing that they had reason to fear similar treat-
ment ; and still farther to determine them,
threw out the grossest calumnies against his
sovereign’s person anl administration. Upon
these misrepresentations by the grand visier,
the nobleg of the empire were moved with in-
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dignation against a prince who could be guilty
of such flagrant abuses of his power. The
different provinces entered into mutual con-
cert ; and Asphand was assured, by the nobles
in general, that they would take the field with
all their forces, whenever he should give the
signal. The visier corresponded at the same
time with the princes his friends, who remain-
ed at Issessara, that they might be in readi-
ness against the day when he should arrive
to consummate his vengeance, and deliver the
state from a tyrant sunk in sloth and luxury.
The plot was carricd into execution before
Bohetzad had the least suspicion of its exis-
tence.  The city of Issessara was invested on
all sides by troops under the command of As-
phand. At the news of this, the king hastil
took arms: He commanded the troops whic
were about him to follow him to the field ;
but these had been previously gained by his
enemies. He could only save himself by flight.
He mounted the flectest courser in his stables,
took Baherjoa behind him, and made the ut-
most spced towards the desarts, cutting out a
passage for himself through the midst of the
rebels. The young hero’s courage seemed to
be animated by his love ; he burst like a tor-
rent through the crowds that sought to oppose
him on his way; his lance spared none ; and
his horse, equally strong and swift-footed, soon
bore him out of the sight of his foes.

He had gained the desart. The close of da
obliged him to halt, that the partner of his
thght might rest for a time from her fatigue
and fear.  He stopped at the foot of a drcary
mountain. His queen, exhausted with fatigue,
felt the pains of child-birth upon her; and
soon after, the prince recerved in his arms a
dear pledge of their love—a boy, beauteous as
his mother. The tender parents loaded the
infant with their caresses. They soon forgot,
in the swect indulgence of affection, their fi-
tigues, and the anxiety and horror of their si-
tuation. They wrappedthe childin the queen’s
robes, and fell asleep in each other’s arms.
The break of day warned them to continue
their journcy. ‘The mother suckled her child ;
but as wild fruits were the only nourishment
she could procure, her breasts soon failed of
milk.  The infant was at the point of death,
and Baherjon herself was in danger: Bohet-
zad therefore saw himself under the cruel ne-
cessity of sacrificing the feelings of nature to
the sense of duty. He perceived a limpid
spring, on the borders of which was a spot of
vel"dant turf, shaded by willows. Here the
unhappy parents were forced to deposite the
object of their tenderness, and abanp(‘l,(s)‘n it to
the care of Providence, after bedewing the
dear infant with their tears. Great God, cried
the afflicted mother, who didst watch over the
safety of young Ishmael, preserve this innocent
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babe! Send thine angel to guard him. To
thy protection we commit him. The sobs of
a rending heart made her unable to say more.
They tore themselves away, leaving their child
in the hands of its Creator. The noise of
therr approach had frightened away a hind
and her fawns, which were drinking from the
spring.  After their departure she returned,
and came ncar to the infant, which was now
barely alive. The powerful force of instinct
moved the animal to administer to this piteous
object the nourishment with which nature had
provided her for the use of her own young.
She fed peaceably beside her nursling, without
wandering to any considerable distance. The
wild beasts of the forest, it appeared, had
abandoned to her this happy spot, although
g0 necessary to the supply of their wants, amid
the buring sands and parched desarts with
which they were surrounded.  Nevertheless,
man came at length to disturb their repose.
It was a band of robbers, whom thirst had
brought into these places. They saw a child
wrapped in rich swaddling-clothes, but still
more remarkable for the beauty of'its fentures.
The leader of the banditts approached it, took
it up, and sent it straightway to his wife, that
she might pay it the necessary attentions,
and cducate it as their own son. When the
wife saw it, she was moved with the charms
of it- figure, entered mto the benesolent views
of her hushand, and immedutely procured for
their adopted son the best nurse in the horde.
Having scen the fruit of the loves of Bohet-
zad in safe hands, let us now follow the steps
of theillustrious travellers. Full of grief for the
sacrifice which they had been forced to make,
the king and queen had continued their jour-
ney in sadness, tll they reached the capital
of Persin, where Kasscra then reigned. This
powerful monarch received the fugitive prince
and his charming spouse with that respect
which was due to a great sovercign, and his
ally, whose rebellious subjects had revolted,
under the stundard of a crinunal usurper. To
Bohetzad he allotted an apartment n his pa-
lace. as magnificent as his own; und to Ba-
herjoa one equal to that of his fuvourite sul-
taness. Such were the riches and magnifi-
cence of the paluce in which the king of Din-
eroux and his queen now resided, that, be-
sides the magnificent apartments in which
they were lodged themselves, there weretw en-
ty-four others, occupied by as many ladies be-
longing to the sultan, each of whom was ser-
ved by fifty slaves of their own sex, in the
bloom of youth, and of the most exquisite
beauty. e treasures of the east secmed to
have been exhausted in beautifying these
stately dwellings. The gardens were full of
the rarest and the most gaudy flowers : the
waters, whose courses were distributed with
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great art, presented a magnificent scene to
the eye: the trees gave at once, by the beau-
ty of their fruit, and the thickness of their foli-
age, the idea of plenty, and the delight of re-
pose : the birds, with the variety of their plue
mage and their song, enchanted the inhabi=
tants of these happy regions : every thing, in
short, concurred to display the riches of the
great monarch of Persia, whose immense pow-
cr was farther maintained by an army of two
hundred thousand men, which constituted his
life-guard. A prince so powerful and mag-
nificent nceded spare nothing in treating, n
a manner suitable to their rank, the illustri-
ous guests whom he had reccived into Lis
friendship.

At the same time that he ordered a pow-
erful army to be assembled on the frontiers,
with the necessary stores and military engines,
he endeavoured to dispel the melancholy of
the exiled sovereign and his spouse by feasts,
which displayed the greatest splendour and va-
riety. But gencrosity and greatness of soul
were not the only cause of his attentions: a
less noble, but more powerful feeling, had
tahen possession of his heart :—he was ena-
mourcd of Baherjon, whose beauty was .su{)c-
rior to all that he possessed in his seraglio.
His passion for her was disguised under the
verb of fniendship; but, from the profusion
which he displayed on every oceasion, the
dehieney of hus attentions, and the care which
he took to anticipate her wishes, it was casy
to discover that love was the principle by
which he was actuated.  The sad Baherjoa,
whose attention was occupicd solely about
the loss of her son, and the misfortunes of
her husbhand, was far from ascribing any of
the attentions which she met with to this
motive: her soul, weighed down with grief,
was incapable of relishing any of the pleasures
which were presented to her: her heart, sin-
cercly affected, was inaccessible to cvery im-
pression, but that with which it was alrcady
occupied.  Her son abandoned in the desart
to the care of Providence, and her hushand
reduced by her father to the necessity of
asking succours from a foreign king, were the
only objects which engrossed her thoughts.
In the mean time, the army which Bohetzud
was to command was assembled.  He took
leave of Kassera, to put himself at the head
of this formidable body, and soon penetrated
into the heart of Syria. Asphand, the usur-
per, being inforined of the danger which
threatened him, communicated it to his asso-
ciates, assembled them as quickly as possible,
and met his encmy at the head of two hun-
dred thousand men. The armies were soon
in sight of each other. The centre of Bohet-
zad’s army was commanded by an experien-
ced visier of the Persian king. Bohetzad
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himself, at the head of a chosen body of
knights, was every where, to give orders. He
suddenly began the combat on the right, by
attacking the opposite wing of the cnemy,
with such fury, that they were obliged to fall
back upon the centre, and werc thrown into
confusion and disorder. The king of Diner-
oux lost not & moment: he advanced his
main body towards that of the enemy, as if
he meant to attack it; but frugal of the blood
of his subjects, whose lives he wished to spare,
he made them halt, and ordered his left wing
to attack the right wing of the enewy : this
gave wiy, and fell back in disorder ; »o that
three-fourths of Asphand’s army remained
surrounded. Theusurperendeavoured,invam,
to rally his troops, whom au attach, equally
pradent and vigorous, had thrown nto dis-
order. Fear, and, above all, remorse disarm-
cd them. A pardon bemg offered, they ac-
copted ot and, that they mght nppear less
unworthy of 1, they unammously debvered
up the ringlenders of the revoit. Asphand,
his fanuly, aned lus principal associates, were
put to death on the fickd of battle. Tl vie-
tory deaded unew the fate of the hmgdom
of Dincroux, wluch ngiun subuntted to its
nghttul sovereigu, s monarch returned to
his eapital, re-established order throughout
s empure, and prepared to testify lus gratie
tude to the sovereign who had given lim
such powerful assistance. e determned
that the most intelligent of as visiers should
o mto Persy, at the head of twelve thousand
men. Twenty clephants, loaded with ugni-
ficent presents, were to follow m s .
At the sume tine, be was chareed with a
more delicate commission. Lo was to pass
through the deart m which the son of Ba-
lwquu had been abandoned, and endeansour to
find out the place, near the fountwn, which
had served han for w cradle. He was to
make inquiry at every hiving soul he might
meet on the rond, 1 order to g infonna-
tou concernng the fute of tus precous de-
porit; and hivang found hun, to carry ha to
the arue of lus tender mother, whom he was
to bring bach with hun to Issessam. But
many obstucles stowd m the way of the ve
sier's suceess. The pradent envoy caused
the whule desart 1o be saarched, bt to no
purpose: and he Hund it no casy matter to
succeed w bringing buck the wmother.
Kussera, desperately i love with this prin-
cess, could not think of parting with her. Ou
the arrival of the ambassador, with presents
from the king of Dineroux, and a comunssion
to bring away the queen, he felt some strug-
gles m his beart ; but love triumphed over
thew,  This imperious passion maguificd, in
his eyes, the good ofhies he had done, and
nade the giving up of u woman seem but a
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poor return for them. Ina word, he deter-
mined to renounce the glorious title of a gene-
rous protector, for that of abase ravisher of the
wife of his ally. Nevertheless, he appeared
to receive with gratitude the embassy of Bo-
hetzad, and the presents with which it was
accompanied. Meanwhile, he was informed
that the auxiliary troops which he had fur-
nished this monarch had returned into Per-
sis. The officers who commanded them ex-
tolled to the shies the bravery, the abilities,
and the magnificence of Bohetzad. They re-
turncd from his dominions delighted with
Iimself, loaded with kindness, and astonished
at the power with which he was surrounded,
and the resources of the country over which
he reigned.  These universal reports raised
an unusual conflict in the enamoured soul of
Kasncra. He was not accustomed to victory
over himself; for, till that moment, he had
yiclded to every inclination.  But he must
now cither give up a violent passion, or the
title of the benefactor of a sovereign equal to
hunself in dignity and in power, and that, too,
at the hazard of drawing upon Persia the
scourge of a cruel war, and of involving all
Asian confusion. Be ashamed, Kassera, said
he to hanselfy of the guilty designs you have
formed.  Return thanks to Fortune, for the
favour 1t has done you, in opening your cyes
to the folly of your conduct. May the king
of Dineroux for ever remain ignorant that,
forgetung what you owe both to yourself and
L, you huve dared to covet a blessing which
he holds so dear. Remember the benefit you
have derived from encountering difficulties,
which hinve recalled you to your duty.  Oh!
absolute power ! How much art thou to be
dreaded by the man who knows not how to
conmand  himselt ! Allowing my«elt to be
carried away by my desires, I was about to be-
comgcriminal,and toshew mysclf unworthy to
regn. But 1 hnow how to chech my passions,
and discard my guilty project.

The hing of Persin having taken this re-
solution, tmeduately sent for his high trea-
surer, und gave him orders to prepare a lit-
ter, to comvey Baherjoa back to her hus-
baud, which should exceed every thing of
the hind that had yet been seen, mn magnifi-
cence. It was covered all over with preci-
ous stones. A considerable embassy was to
follow, with rich presents.  Thus Baherjoa,
after recenving the sincerest assurances of re-
spect and attachment from the prince whose
court she now left, returned to Syria. Bo-
hetzad came out from Issessara to meet his
wite. It is impossible to describe the joy,
the transports of their interview. Yet these
were soon disturbed, by the painful concern
of the mother for the tate of her child. Ba-
hierjoa desired, at all events, to hear news of
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her son ; and Bohetzad ordered a new and
a stricter search to be made. It was proha-
ble that their dear infant had not been de-
voured by wild beasts ; otherwise some re-
mains of the clothes in which he was wrap-
ped might have been found in the former
search, near the place where he had been
laid. A thousand gentlemen were sent to
the desart, to search again all around the
spring. But their search proved fruitless.
Bohetzad strove, by every endearment, to al-
leviate the affliction of his spouse. Let us
despair of nothing, said he, but rely on the be-
nignity of lleaven. The merciful arm of Pro-
vidence, which hath brought us through so
many dangers, and seated us again in safety
and honour on our throne, will surcly have
preserved the dear object of our fondness ;
and will probably rejoice our hearts with the
sight of our child, when we shall have far-
ther proved our resignation to the will of the
Almighty. It is painful, in the mean time,
to want his presence. But, at our time of
life, we may yet hope for consolation, in new
pledges of our conjugal love.  Dry up your
tears, dear Baherjou: I cannot bear to see
them. The queen assumed an air of great-
er tranquillity ; but the wound was not closed
at her heart. In the mean time, the infant
object of their auxieties, who had been res-
cued from death by the captain of the ban-
ditts, was brought up by his wife with the
tenderest maternal care, and improved rapid-
ly in strength and beauty. He was first of
all taught to read, and next led to engage
in bodily exercises which might give vigour
and actwity to his frame.  In carly maturity
of talents he excelled all the children in the
horde: his address, his strength, his intrepi-
dity were, for his age, ubsolutely astonishing.
He was no less unrivalled among them in a
steady and successful application to study,
than m the exact performance of his duties
to a society of which, unsuitable although it
was to his birth and qualities, he had acci-
dentally become a member.  The captain of
the banditti perceiving with what dexterity
he could handle his arms and mount lis
horse, soon associated him in all his plunder-
ing expeditions: and young Aladdin (for
this was the name they ﬁad given him) shew-
ed himself, on all occasions, equally expert
and brave. The troop one day attached a
caravan returming from India with a quantity
of the most precious commodities, and es-
corted by a formidable guard.  The robbers,
blinded by their cagerness for the plunder,
50 as not to sce the full magnitude of the
danger to which they were exposing them-
selves, attached this convay with extraordi-
nary impetuosity, but were soon repulsed.
Two-thirds of the band fell on the field of
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battle ; the rest fled ; and young Aladdin,
whose youth and experience had prompted
him to rash exertions of valour, was soon sur-
rounded, and made prisoner. A robber thus
taken in arms deserved instantly to lose his
head. Butthe prepossessingair, the grace, and
the beauty of the young prince intcrested the
whole caravan in his favour, and induced
them to spare his life.  They could not even
credit his answers, when, upon being quese
tioned respecting his birth and profession, he
avowed himself the son of the captain of the
robbers. They could not imagine how it had
been possible for the stripling to acquire so
many accomplishments, and such an air of
distinction, together with those rare natural
advantages which he possessed. e was
carried away with the caravan, which soon
after arrived at Issessura, where Bohetzad his
futher kept bis court.

As the arrival of the caravan afforded some
means for diverting the queen’s grief for the
loss of her son, which still hung over her
mind, the king seut his chief cunuch to
chuse out such stuffs, and other articles of
value, as were likely to be the most agree-
able to Baherjon. T flc merchants contended
m display ing their goods.  But the beautcous
figure of young Aluddin, who attended as a
sluve, caught the eunuch’s eye more than
any thing clse that the merchants had to pro-
sent. He was desirous of carrying him to
the palace; hoping that his services might be
aceeptable to the monarch.  After he had
made his purchases, therefore, they returned
together to the palace; and his majesty cx-
pressing himself satisfied with the several are
ticles which the cunuch had bought,—Sire,
suid he, your majesty scems pleased with the
manncer in which 1 have made my marker ;
but the most valuable commodity in the khan
is a youngz man, whose beauty is so faultlessly
pcrlt-ct, that I believe him to be the very
image of him who is spoken of in the Alco-
ran. The eleven stars might prostrate them-
sclves before him, as before the sun and
moon. The king, curious to sce this wonder
of masculine beauty, ordered the slave, with
his mastcr, to be brought before him; and
they were immediately presented.  The nlp-
pearance of the young stranger did not belie
the favourable account whiclithe eunuch had
given.  The monarch could not believe that
80 handsome a slave was descended from per-
sons of that class of whom the caravan was
cowposed. lle mentioned his doubts, and
interrogated the nwaster of the slave particu-
larly upon this head. Sire, replied the mer-
chant, the young man does not belong to any
of us, and we know nothing of his tirth or
family. We were assailed in the desart by
a band of robbers. We defended ourselves



106

with successful valour. A part of them fell
upon the field of battle; part fled; and this
young man, the object of your present curi-
osity, we took prisoner. We might have put
him to death ; but we could not prevail with
ourselves to do it. We have guestioned him
concerning his family and condition in hife:
his answer was, that he was son to the cap-
tain of the robbers. We know no more, and
can say nothing positive of the matter to
vour majesty. Leave lum here, sad the
king: I wish to have him in my service.
Your majesty may dispose as you think pro-

r, returned the merchant, of whatever be-
Y:ngl to the slaves of your throne.  Aladdin
upon this prostrated humself before the mo-
narch, touched the ground with his forchead,
and kissed the hem of bis robe.  The king
gave ordern to the cluef of the cunuchs to
adunt the youth among that class of hisslaves
who were more immediately about his person,

Nature spohe within his heart, m favour ol
hisv new page. He could never look upon him
without feehng emotions for which he hnew
not how to account 3 he could scarcely sutfer
him out of i~ sght; and what had seemed at
first only a sheht preference, beeame soon a
warm attachment. He felt an unaccountable
interest and pleasure m markig the opening
progress of young Aladdm’s mind, and the
growth of his body - e aduieed lus applica-
tion, prudence, reserve, and fidelity 5 and al-
ready considered the rare qualifications of the
youth as the fruts of his own care and pams,
After long expenence of his talents and acti-
vity, the monarch went so far as to mtrust
his young favounite with the care of his reve-
nues, and divested his visiers of a part of the
admmstration, - winch thewr conduct had
been suchas to provohe sneprcions. - At length
he subnutted hkewise to the sazacity of young
Aladdin the determination of the most mm-
portant aftuir. Nor dul the monarch find
that his confidence was nusplaced. The more
entirely he confided in his tavourite, so much
the more did his revenues, the happmess of
his people, and the prospenty of the hingdom
increase.  Accordingly his confidence m him
became soon unbounded.  Aluddin was dear
to his futher, as if he had known him to be
Lis son: and the authonty of the visers
dwindled down to nothing, in companson
with that of the young comptroller of the fi-
nances,

The visicrs, enraged at this decline of their
influence, met secretly, to concert means by
which they might aguin gratify their avarice
and ambition. Cost what it might, a rival so
odious and formidable must be speedily ruin-
ed. Unhappily for him, an accidental oppor-
tunity soon arose, of which they eagerly avail-
ed themselves to indulge their vengeance.
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There had been, upon some occasion or other;
a great feast in the palace. Aladdin, natu-
rally temperate, had, however, in the open-
ness and ardour of social converse, drunk
more freely than usual ; and the more so,
hecause, being a stranger Lo indulgence of this
gort, he knew not its effects. When the ban-
quet ended, and he was retiring to his own
apartment, his feet stageered, his head became
piddy, he lost the use of his senses; and the
first apartment he discovered seemed to him,
in this condition, to be his own. It was in-
deed unusually magnificent, and illuminated
by a number of lamps disposed in lustres.
But Aladdin could not at present distinguish
clearly. Rest was all that he sought; so,
finding a sofs, he threw himself down upon
it, and fell asleep.  No slaves were in waiting,
vho might have warned him of his mistake,
They had been also enjoying the festivities,
and did not return to attend in their lady’s
apartinent, but retired, and left the door open,
wtter fillimg the proper pots with perfumes,
and preparing, after the custom of the inha-
bitants of the cast, a collution of sherbets and
dry confeetions,  Curtans concealed the so-
fu upon which Aladdin was Jad.  The king
and queen soon followed into this apartment.
Bohetzad approached the sofa, withdrew the
curtains, and found the comptroller aslee)
there. He was immediately transported with
jealonsy.  Pertidious wretch! said he, turn-
mg to Baherjoa, this slave could not have en-
tered the apartment, and placed himself here,
without your knowledse.  Sire, rephed the
queen, in surprise, yet without confusion, I
swear by the name of our great prophet, that
1 havenever had the shghtest intercourse with
that young man. I see hun now for the first
tunc. L have in no wise contributed to his pre-
sumption.  Lhe noise of this conversation
awahened Aladdin, Surprised and confound-
ed at finding himself 1n such a situation, he
wrose hustily.  Trator ! cnied the monarch,
in an excess of passion, dost thou thus repay
my favours? Darcst thou, accursed wretch,
thus ntrude into the apartments of my wo-
men? Thou shalt instantly reccive the just

unishment of thine audacity. Upon this,

ohetzad, impelled by the uurutuosity of pas-
sion, ordered an eunuch to shut up the queen
and the comptroller in separate prisons. The
prince himself passed the night sleepless, and
In an agony occasioned by the contention of
the most violent and opposite emotions in his
breast. At day-break he sent for his first vi-
sier, who had not for a long time been ad-
mitted into his presence. He related to the vi-
sier how he had been affronted by his slave,
and that he believed his queen an'accomplice
in his dishonour.

A: this recital the visier with difficulty
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concealed his secret joy. Envy, hatred, and
revenge were about to triumph. It was no
feeble victim which was offered ; it was a
most powerful rival whom he had to crush,
The old courtier recollected himself. He cn-
deavoured still farther to exasperate his sove-
reign, and determine him to take distinguish-
ed vengeance: With an humble air, therefore,
he spoke as follows: Sire, your faithful sub-
jects were astonished when they saw your
confidence bestowed upon an avowed son of
a chief of the robbers. It was truly too great
an instance of your majesty’s goodness, to ad-
mit the branch of so corrupt a stock near
your sacred person. You could expect no-
thing from him but treachery and crimnes. He
has boasted that the violence of his passion
blinded him to such a degree, that he hath
carried the insolence of his desires to the
highest pitch of audacity. But Heaven pre-
serve me from suspecting that the queen en-
couraged him ! Her irreproachable behaviour,
her wisdom, and her virtues, place her be-
yond the reach of the slightest suspicion. Per-
mit me, sire, to hold a conversation with her,
and 1 will venture to promise your majesty
such an explanation as will diminish the un-
easiness \bslidl this troublesome adventure
hath occasioned you. The king complicd
with this request; and the old visier went to
the prison where Baherjon was confined.  Tle
found the princess in tears.  No, visier, said
<he to him, at the first question he put to her,
I did not encourage this young man to ofter
me this insult. 1 have heard him spoken of,
but I never knew him. If he ever placed him-
self in a situation to be seen by me, 1 never
suffered myself to look at him, not even
in the fatal moment when we surprised him
in my apartment. At this declaration, which
bore the air of the most perfect innocence,
the visier easily perceived that the queen had
not the smallest share in the injury of which
the king complained ; and he thought himself
authorized to give this assurance to the king.
But this might lessen the crime of the ene-
my whom he sought to destroy ; and the
courticr wanted to exhibit his fault in such a
light, as to make it appear an unpardonable
crime. Madam, said Ee to Baherjoa, it was
no doubt an excess of folly which carried
this rash young man to the step which he
hath taken; but it will hardly be belicved.
Aladdin must be looked upon as ruined, by
the excess and notoriety of his imprudence.
There is the highest probability that the king,
upon my report, will send for you to his pre-
sence. He will put many questions to you,
to which, if you will permit me, you must re-
turn such answers as my respectful attach-
ment to your majesty may at present suggest.
They may restore tranquillity and peace to the
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king. You are to pretend that this young
man proposed to you, by a slave whom you
did not know, to reccive ?u'm into your apart-
ment, promising to acknowledge this favour
by a present of an hundred diamonds of in-
estimable valuc : that you rejected this pro-
posal with scorn, and the slave disappeared :
that, by a second message, he informed you
that if you persisted in your refusal, ready to
die by the height of his passion, he was de-
termined to involve you in his danger, by find-
ing means to introduce himself into your pre-
sence, and make you appear as guilty as him-
self. The queen, not suspecting the motives
of this advice, thanked the visier, who went
away, to give Bohetzad an account of this in-
terview. Sire, said he to him, having related
the conversation which he had just had with
the queen, and feigned answers similar to
those he had suggested, you see what a viper
your majesty has nourished in your bosom !
But wolf’s-bane never carried salutary fruit !
Was it possible that the son of a robber should
lead an irreproachable life ?

At this report of the visier, the eycs of the
monarch sparkled with rage.  Immediately,
and without waiting for the queen’s declara-
tion, he ordered the young man to be brought
before him, londed with chains.  Wreteh,
said he, as soon as he suw him, recollect
the excess of my favours, and of your ingrati-
tude ! Let tiie recollection of these, and your
remorse, be to you the preludes of the pu-
nishment that awaits you ! Your head is soon
to fall upon the ﬁcuﬂi»fd. The fury and threat-
cning of the king could not change the coun-
tenance of the innocent and unfortunate
Aladdin.  No emotion altered the beauty of
his features+ he preserved that sweet, mo-
dest, and firm air which had hitherto gained
him the good-will of the monarch. He began
to speak, and ingenuous candour flowed from
his lips. Sire, said he, the proof of my having
committed a crime appears strong; but mny
fault was an involuntary one.  An indiscre-
tion on my part reduced me to a situation
in which, for a time, I was deprived of the
usc of reason, so that it was no longer my
guide, and allowed me to full into a very
gross mistake : the rest was the work of my
destiny. My heart, overcome by your favours,
and entirely devoted to your majesty, hath
hitherto felt no pleasure but in the happiness
of serving you. But alas! what avul the
best intentions, and all the exertions of zeal,
if a superior law, ruling our fate, can put a
base appearance on the purity of the motives
by which we are influenced ;—if'a single action
of our life, and that, too, donc through the
momentary disorder of our scnses, can ex-
pose us to the apparent guilt and punishment
of a crime, although all our actions and in-
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tentions are virtuous. Hurried from the sum-
mit of happiness into the horrors of disgrace,
1 must submit to the decrce which inflicts
the blow, like the merchant, whose memora-
ble story is known even in your majesty’s pa-
lace.

What merchant do you mean? said the
king. What conncction has his history with
thy crime? Relate it.

The Story of Kuskas, the Obstinate Man.

S11E, there lived at Bagdad a very wealthy
merchant, whose manners uid hnowledge ren-
dered him worthy of the public confidence ;
his name was Kaskas. Fortune had hither-
to seconded his labours so well, that he could
boast of success in all lus enterprises ; but fute
soondeclaredagainst hun. He ceuld no longer
send abroad bis poods, or receive a return,
without bemg obliged to submit to Joss. He
deternuned at last to change the nature of hus
commerce, e sold his stock, and laid out
one half of the money in buymg gran, in hopes
that this article would rise in its price durmg
the winter.  Circumstances, however, were
ugninst his wpeculation ; for grain fell in its
value  To avord this loss, he locked up his

ranaries, determimed to wat till times should
ﬁc myre favourable.  In the mean time, one
of his fiiends having come on a visit to i,
wished to persuade lim to give up this new
kind of commerce in which he was engaged;
but he did not hsten to this advice, and was
obstinately determined to heep bis gram for
suother year.  Soon after, there happened o
violent a storm, that the strects and hou-es
of Bugdud sutfered by aninundation. When
the waters were ubated, Karhas went to see
if s corn had received any damage 5 but he
fonund it all springing, and begmnmz to rot.
In order to escape the penalty tor heepmg up
grain, it cost him five hondred pieces to get
thrown into the river what he had heaped up
in his granaries at a great expence.

His fniend returned to him. - You have not
followed, miid he, the adviee which I gave you.
Distrust Fortune; she geams to hive sworn
agninst you; and engoge mono enterprise
without the advce of a shilful astrologer.
There was no scarcity of these in Bagdad ;
and Kashas, toualit by s il success, thought
the advice of his fuerd deserved attention,
The roothsuyer drew his hotoscope, and as-
surcd him that his star wes so maiignant, that
he nust of necessity lose whatever stoch be
should hazaed in conmmerce. Kaskas, shoched
with a prophecy so contrary to his own incli-
nation, attempted to prove the prediction false.
He Lad out all the money he had remaining
in loading n vessel; and *mbarked in it, with
all his wealth. At the end of four days, dur-
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ing which he had an agrecable voyage, a tes-
rible tempest arose, which broke the masts
and rent the sails, carried away the rudder,
and at last sunk the ship, with the whole crew.
Kaskas alone, after seeing the remainder of
his fortune perish, was saved from s!:lpwregk
by a fragment of the vessel, which carried him
towards a sandy country, where h? landc{l at
length, after much difficuity npd fatlgug. Tired
and naked, he found himself in the neighbour-
hood of a village which was situated on the
sea-shore. e hastened thither to implore
relicf, and return thanks to chvcp, fO}‘ ha-
ving preserved him from death, while his un-
fortunate companions had perished.  As he
entered thie place, he met an old man, w hose
features and dress inepired respect and confi-
dence. This wan, affeeted with the situation
of Kashas, covered him with bis cloak, ap(l
led him to his house; where, after having
mven such relief os s exhausted strength
required, he clothed hum in a saitable dress.
It was natural for Kashas to gratify his
landlord’s curiostty, by the relation of his ad-
venture: 3 and he recounted them with such
an air of Gudour, as to leave no doubt of
their truth.  As this old man had just lost
his steward, he judeed Kashas worthy to suc-
ceed him, and offcred him this new office,
with an sppointment of two pieces of gold a-
day. It was a laborious office. He behoved to
sow & considerable quantity of ground, to di-
rect the worh aud the workmen, to gather in
ir«'nt harests, to look atter the flocks, and to
eep accurate and faithful accounts of the
whole  Poor Kashas returned thanks to Pro-
videuce, for thus putting it in his power to
carn a subsistence by his labour, since every
other resource m the world had failed him;
and hie presently entered on the duties of his
new office. These ke fulfilled with assiduity,
zeal, and hnowledge, til) the period of ga-
thering in the different crepe; but as his ma.-
ter hadnotyet gisen him any part of his wages,
he suspected that he might not fulfil his en-
gagements, Kashus therefore, in order to
miahe sure of his sulary, sct apart as much of
the gran as amounted to the sum, and shut
up all the rest, gning an account of it to his
master.  The lutter received this account full
of confidence in his steward, and paid him all
the wages which he owed him, assuring him
of the same punctuality in that respect every
year.  Kashas was so much ashamed of the
precautions he had taken, and the suspicions
whichhe had entertained, that he immediately
returned to the little magazine he had made,
in order to repair his injustice, if happily it
were still in his power. But what was his sur-
prise, when he found the grain gone! He
thought he saw, in this theft, the punishment
of Heaven, and determined to confess the fault
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of which he had been guilty. With a heart
full of grief, he returned to his master. You
appear vexed, said the old man: What isthe
cause of it? Kaskas flattering himself that
he would obtain, by his sincerity, the pardon
of his fault, made an humble confession of the
motive, and all the circumstances of it, even
to the carrying off the grain which he had sct

, and of which he had not been able to
discover the thieves.

The old man, discovering the unhappy in-
fluenceof his steward’s malignant star, thought
it would be imprudent to keep hiw any longer,
and determined to give him his leave imme-
diately. We do not suit one another, said
e to him: let us part.  But as 1t is not just
that I should bear the loss of what you impro-
perly set apart, restore me the money which
1 gave you, and seek the reward of your la-
bour iu the sale of the grain which you
unjustly kept back from me. 1 abandon
you. The unfortunate Kaskas achnowleds-
ed the justice of this order: he subuntted
to it without murmuring, and left the house
of his benefactor, somewhat less nahed than
he entered it, but without a sindle picce
of money, and plunged into a deep melan-
choly.  This sorrowful sport of fortuiue was
walhing along the <ca-shore, plunged m
deep melancholy, when he percenved a teat,
which he approached.  He found in at four
persons, who discovering m his countenance,
which was otherwise engaging, the traces of
sorrow, eagerly ashed him the cause of it. He
gratified their curiosity, by the recital of his
niisfortunes.  As he spoke, he drew a very
marhed attention from one of the four, who
seemed to lave a hind of authority over the
other three. This man soon recognized hun
as one of his correspondents at Bagdad, with
whom he had forinerly had importaut and lu-
crative concerns.  The merchant was moved
with compassion. At that time he was en-
gaged in pearl-fishinz, and was master of the
three divers who were with him.  Throw
yourselves into the sea, said he to them, and
the first take of pearls shal be the lot of this
unfortunate traveller.

The divers, affected as well as their master
with the misfortunes of Kashas, dived into
the sea, and brought up, in several shells, ten
pearls, of an inestunable value, for their size
and beauty. The merchant was delighted that
he could thus confer a httle fortune upon lus
old correspondent. Take these pearls, said
he; when you reach the capital, you may sell
two of them : The price which you will receive
for them will be enough to enable you to cn-
ﬁage in any mercantile adventure. Youshould

eep the other eight carefully, to serve you
in case of need, or to be disposed of where
they will fetch higher prices. ~Kaskas thank-
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ed his benefactor, took his leave of him, and
set out for the capital. e had travelled on
nearly three days, when he observed at a dis-
tance some persous approaching on horse-
back. Fearing they might be robbers, he re-
solved to conceal eight of his penrls between
the folds of his vest, and put the remaining
two in his mouth, which he had intended for
resent sale. He conjectured rightly concern-
mg those whom he saw coming up to him.
They were robbers.  They scized and stripped
him, and left him in the highway, with no-
thing remaining upon him except his drawers.
The unfortunate Kaskas distinguished in
this new adventure the malicious hand of For-
tune, from which he had before suffered so
much. But be rejoiced in having saved the
two finest of his pearls from the hands of the
robbers, as these were still enough to enable
lim to re-establish his affairs, and engage in
new undertakings, which might yet prove suc-
cessful.  The capital was not now far distant.
He no sooner arrived there than he put his
pearls into the hands of a public crier, who
might expose them tosale. The crier announ-
ced, in a loud voice, what rare pearls he had
to sell, and invited the curious to view and bid
for them.  Unluchily, one of the richeat jew-
cllers 1 the city had been robbed of some
pearls ouly a few days before, and he, upon
mspecting those now offered to sale, thought
he could distinguish them to be a part of those
which he had lost.  He asked for the owner,
and when he saw him indifferently clad, was
persuaded that he had now detected the thief
of lus property. Here are two pearls, said he :
you should have ten : What have you done
with the other eight 2 Kaskas, supposing the
jewdler to have been informed of the present
which he had reccived from the pearl-fisher,
ingenuously unswered, It is true; I had ten:
But robbers whom T met by the way depri-
ved .ne of the other eight, which were conceal-
ed between the doublings of my vest. At
this confession, which seemed to be an ac-
knowledament of guilt, the jeweller took Kas-
kas by the arm, and carried him before the
city magistrate, accusing him of having stolen
his pearls. The judge, deceived by appear-
ances, and by the asseverations of so rich a
citizen, condemned poor Kuskas to the basti-
nado, and to imprisonment at the pleasure
of his accuser. This unhappy creature, so
long the sport of Fortune, and now the victim
of man’s injustice, bore the punishment, and
had groaned for a twelvemonth in rigorous
confincment, when accident brought one of
the three divers from the Persian Gulf into
the same prison.
The diver was surprised to sce him in so
wretched a situation, and asked how he had
been reduced to it? Kaskas recounted all that
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had befallen him since he had received the
pearls. The fricndly diver immediately ad-
dresscd a petition to the king, begging admis-
sion into his royal presence, in order to com-
municute to his majesty a secret of high im-
portance. The king ordered the rian to be
brought before him, and he having prostrated
himself before tiie throne, the monarch bid
him rise and declare his secret.  Great king,
said the diver, your majesty’s elevation of soul
and love of justice are known to all your sub-
jects. I presume to appeal to thesc exalted
virtues, in behalf of an unfortunate and inno-
cent strunger, who has been unjustly punish-
ed for a crime which he never committed, and
who is still detained in the same dungeon in
which I have also been shut up for a trivial
foult. 1t is your carc, sire, to punish the
guilty ; but a spirit of equity and the love of
order are the principles upon which you pu-
nish.  Your majesty would be pleased to sce
the wolf and tllw fumh lic down together.
Your slave therefore considers it as s duty
to second your beneficent views, by giving yon
information, in consequence of which you may
repair un act of injustice which has been com-
mitted against a wan long persecuted by fute,
and tru'tv worthy of your royal compussion.
So saying, he related Kaskas's adventure upon
the pearl coast 3 explained from what circum-
stances the jeweller’s mistake had arisen, and
how the judge hud been misled ; and at last
concluded with observing, If your majesty still
doubts of the truth of what 1 have related, it
will be confinmed by my master and my fel-
low-dinere.  The diver beinz obwiously die
interested in an aftair in which only an unfor-
tunate and helpless man was concerned, and
having spoken with that firmness and freedom
which truth naturally imspires, at last convin-
cedd the monarch of the mnocence of Kashas,
The chief cunuch was sent to bring lum out
of prison, to carry him to the bath, and, after
dressing him in decent clothes, to conduct him
into the royal presence,

The cunuchobeyed,and Knskne was brought
to the foot of the throne  He confirmed the
story of the diver, and related how ineflectu-
ally he had endeavoured to clear up the jew-
eller’s mistake, and to obviate the preposses-
sions of the judge. His majesty was at lnst
so much interested in his fortune, by the de-
tail of his adventures, that he appointed the
unfortunate merchant an apartment in his pa-
lace, and conferred on him an office of trust
near the royal person, with highappointments:
The jeweller was obliyed to restore the pearls,
and condemued to suffer two hundred strokes
of the bastinado: The judge received twice
s many, end was divested of his office. Kas-
kas, loaded with so many benefits, began to
flatter himself that Fortune and he were at
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length reconciled. He thou ht that he had
done well in bearing up manfully agamstlher
persecutions, and was already formmf_ “l‘:’
for the laying out of the wealth which he
should acquire in his new employment, when
his curiosity betrayed him into a new misfor-
tune.

One day he observed in the apartment
which had been assigned him, a door walled
up, and concealed by a slight covering of mas-
tic, which was now so much wasted by the
effects of time, that it crumbled into dust on
the slightest touch. Without any exertion
of strength, he opened the door, and entered
unthinkingly into a rich apartment entirely
unknown to him, but which he found to be in
the interior of the palace. Hardly had he ad-
vanced two or three stc{:s forwards, when he
was perceived by the chief of the eunuchs,
who instantly reported what he had seen to
the king. The monarch came immediately
to the spot.  The fragments of the mastic re-
mained upon the ground, to shew that the
door had been forced open; and the stupid
amazement of Kaskas completed the apﬁ(_:ar-
ance of his guilt. Wretch! said the king,
dost thou thus repay my favours? My justice
saved thee, when 1 believed thee innocent ;
now thou art guilty, and I condemn thee to
lose thy sight.  The imprudent Kaskas durst
not even attempt to justify himsclf, but was
mmediately delivered into the hands of the
executioner, of whom the only favour he ask-
ed was, that he would give him his eyes when
he had torn them out of their sockets. He
went groping through the streets of the capi-
tal, with them in his hands, crying, Behold,
all you good people who hear me, what the
unfortunate K.’ISLZN has gnined by striving
against the decrees of destiny, and despising
the advice of his friends : Such is the lot of
the Obstinate Man.

Aladdin having thus finished the story of
the merchant, again addressed himself to Bo-
hetzad. Sire, you sec here the power of fate
over the man v hose adventures I have rela-
ted. While his star was propitious, every
thing succecded with him. \Vgen its aspect
changed, he became unfortunate, notwith-
standing all his own endcavours. The tran-
sient glimpses of prosperity which occasional-
ly broke in upon the gloom of his misfortunes,
were only so many preludes to mischiefs still
more dreadful than those which he had pre-
viotisly suffered. Unlooked-for circumstances,
and oue innocent step, made him un-
grateful and criminal, when he himself had
every reason to be satisfied with the purity
and propriety of his conduct. My fate, alas!
bears but too direct a resemblance to his.
Fortine smiled bewitchingly upon me when
I enjoyed your majesty’s favour, but was at
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the same time secretly opening the gulf into
which I was to fall headlong.—The young
nan had related the story of the unfortunate
merchant of Bagdad in so graceful and unaf-
fected a manner, and had at the same time
made so happy an application of it to his own
case, that lgogetza , naturally inclined to fa-
vour a person who had so lately enjoyed his
confidence, and staggercd at the instance
which he had adduced of too great precipi-
tancy in fudgment, suspended the execution
of his sentence till the next day. Go back
to prison, said he: I permit thee to live till
to-morrow. Til! then I respite thee from the
punishment which thou art so_justly senten-
ced to undergo. The first visier was, in the
mean time, impatiently expecting the news of
Aladdin’s exccution. He was greatl{ cha-
grined to hear that it was put off.-  He hastily
assembled his colleagues therefore, and ad-
dressed them thus; speaking to the second
visier in particular. The favourite has found
.means to have the execution of his sentence
suspended.  Ihave done my duty, by persua-
ding the king to an act of justice. It becomes
you now to do your part, by representing to
him what a wrongful neglect it s of the du-
ties of the throne, for him to defer the pu-
nishment of a crime, the reabity of which is o
fully ascertained. 1 have communcated to
you the stratagem to which I had recourse,
putting my own words into the gneen’s moath,
You must be sensible how necessary it is for
our purpose that she continue to hold the
same language. Her complaint removes every
shadow of doubt, and frees herself of all sus-
picions of connivance with the criminal.  Re-
monstrate to his majesty, with that earnest-
ness which his own personal interest and ours
equally demand.

Next morning, as soon as access could be
obtained to the king, Baharon, the second vi-
sicr, appeared in the royal presence.  Nire,
said he, in my cabinet, and amidst the hurry
of the many great aflairs intrusted to my ma-
nagement, I huve heard that your majesty is in
distress. Your subjects, sire, cannot but share
your uneasinesscs. Pardon my loyal zeal, if

presume to inquire into the sources of your
present affliction, aud to offer your majesty
any services that mf' experience and attach-
ment to your royal persou can perform, to-
wards removing it. The king had actually
supposed Baharon ignorant of the circumn-
stances of an event which had so lately pass-
ed within the palace, and accordingly gave
him an account of the crime of which Alad-
din was supposed guilty. The visier seemed
to be strucgotvith horror at the audacity of
the deed. Sire, said he, as soon as the king
had done speaking, if the son of a robber,
brought up in the practice of every species of
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crime, could be capable of virtuous senti.
ments, the fact would contradict all experi-
ence, and appear a strange phenomenon in
the history of mankind. May I be permitted
to remind your majesty of a fable of our an-
cestors, which has been preserved to us by
tradition ¢

In ancient times, a young wolf was sent to
school, to endeavour, by education, to cor-
rect his natural propensity to voraciousness.
His master, in order to learn him to read,
transcribed, in large characters, some letters
of the alphabet, and attempted to make him
understand their meaning and use. But in-
stead of reading K L 8, as was written, the
savage animal read fluently, Kid, Lamb, Shecp.
He was governed by instinet, and his nature
was incorrigible.  The son of a robber is in
the very same situation : vice is cocval with
his existence.  From the beginning he is an
infected mass, which it is impossible to purify.
But what astonishes me most, sire, is, that
such a criminal should have survived one mo-
ment the wicked attempt which he made,
and in which he was detected by yourself.

These remonstrances of the second visier
having enraged the mind of the monarch still
more, he ordered the prisoner to be brought
in chaius into hus presence.  Aladdin appear-
ed. The King, doing violence to the senti-
ments which moved him in his favour, ad-
dressed him with severity.  Traitor ! said he
to him, nothing can now delay your punish-
ment; and the world shall be informed of
your crime, and my vengeance ! At the same
time he gave the executioner the signal of
death.  Sire, interrupted Aladdin, whose
steady and modest countenance was the ge-
nuine proof of courage and innocence, my
life is in the hands of your majesty ; but 1
conjure you still not to hasten my death,
He who thinks only of the present, without
inquiring into the future, cxposes himself
10 as bitter a repentance as that which the
merchant felt, whose history 1 have heard.
He, on the contrary, who looks into futurity,
shall have a right, one day, to congratulate
himself on his prudence, s it happened to
the son of this merchant.

Bohetzad, in spite of himsclf, felt his curi-
osity excited anew, and was desirous to hear
the story which Aladdin alluded to. T will
consent, said the monarch, to hear the ad-
ventures of this merchant ; Lut it is the last
instance of complaisance I shall shew you.
May it please your beneficent majesty, re-
sumed Aladdin, to order this man, who holds
the sabre suspended above my heud, to with-
draw, Methinks I sec the angel of death.
The exccutioner having retired, by the king’s
order, Aladdin proceeded with his relation in
the following words :—
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The History of Illage Mahomet and his Sons,
or the Imprudent Mun.

Tuere lived in the city of Naka, in Tar-
tary, a merchant, whose name was Illage Ma-
homet, who, wishing to extend his commerce
to the most remote boundaries of the world,
constructed a vessel, in such a manner, as to

be able to endure the longest voyage, and
carry a considerable cargo.  When this ship
was ready for ses, he filled it with merchan-
dise; and obscrving that the wind was fa-
vourable, he took leave of his wife, embraced
his three children, went on board, and sailed
with a fair wind for the Indies. A fortunate
voyage having, in a short time, bronght him
to the capital of Indin, he took lodgzgs, and
placed his merchandise in the kban.  Being
quite at casc respecting the sale of his mer-
chandise, he visited the different quarters of
the city, attended by four dlaves, and soon
entered into friendship with the most consi-
derable merchants of the place.  As his at-

tendants had orders to publish the nature of
his merchandise, and to distribute patterns

of them, a crowd of purchasers soun resorted

to his magazine,

The king of India was nccustomed to walk
through the city, in order to inform himself of
what was going on, under u disguise which
rendered it impossible he should be known.
Chance having directed his steps to the neigh-
bourhood of the khan, he was anxious to
lenrn what inducement drew <o many people
there.  He presently saw this foreien mer-
chant, whom a happy and engaging physiog-
nomy, and a gracious nddriss, produced an
immediate impression in s favour,  He
heard him answer, with rood brecding and
distinctness, the questions that were put to
him; and observed that he conducted b af-
fairs with an openness which ganed the con-
fidence of all.  He was desirons to have some
conversation with him § but the fear of bemng
discovered made him renounce his design
for the present.  He returned to his palace
as quickly as he could, resumed the dress
which becume his dignity, and sent for the
merchant, who quickly attended the will of
the monarch, He was admitted into his pre-
sence, and the king expressed his desire to
be acquainted with him, and to know who he
was,  Sire, replicd the merchant, I was born
and cstablished in Naka, near Mount Cauca-
sus. Commerce is my profession. The fa-
vour and liberty which your majesty grants
it, have directedv my steps to your domintons,
and Heaven hath ﬁ)n'vmned my voyage.

The king was satisfied with the simple and
dignified reply of this stranger, and wished to
find out wore particularly the extent of his
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knowledge, by exhibiting, in turn, curiosity
on some subjects, and embarrassment on
others: but he was equally pleased with all
the answers he received. Convinced by
what he heard that his abilities were far be-
yond what was necessary for trade, he deter-
mined to attach him to his own service, by
raising him to the highest office. Itwas notthe
design of the sovereign to try the stranger
by the allurements of honour; but knowing
that distinguished merit may become useless
in an inferior station, and is frequently only
the ohject of envy, he offered him the office
of grand visier, in order that it might afford
him an opportunity of displaying to greater
advantage his knowledge and ability. Illage
received this favour with expressions of re-
speet and gratitude. I should have consider-
ed myself as too much honoured, sire, in be-
ine admitted into the number of the slaves
who surround vour throne. The dignity of
the honowable office to which you have call-
ed me far surpasses my merit and preten-
sions; but the high idea which I have con-
ceived of your majesty inspires me with an
unbounded zcal for your service, and a confi-
dence that I shall be wholly devoted to it.
_The monarch, more and more pleased with
his new minister, ordered hin a magnificent
robe, assizned him for lodeings a palace in
the nerrhbourhood of his own, and caused
him be installed in his new dignity. The
privee had no reason to repent of his choice,
which mizht appear rash. The new nunister
sat 1 the divan, on the right hand of his mas-
ter.  He was never embarrassed in the dis-
cussion of aftairs, however intricate: he had
great sagacity in understanding every report
concerning them.  Justice and cquity were
summed up i his decisions, so that the peo-
ple and the monarch enjoyed, under the ad-
ministiation of this enlightened minister, all
the blessings of a wise government.  Two
years passed unregarded amidst the bustle of
hts employ ments ; but at last Nature resumed
her rights. ‘T he visier, separated so long from
a family which he tenderly loved, felt a de-
sire to see them.,  The first request which
he made on this subject alarmad the sove-
reign, but he had a soul of sensibility, and
he could not resist the voice of Nature: e
therefore permitted his minister to undertahe
u voyage, which he limited to a certain pe-
riod ; assuring him, that if he brought his
whole family back with him, he should never
be exposed to any uneasiness in his service.
With this permission, the visier embarked
for Naka, in a vessel of war, of which he had
the command.
The family of the merchant being entirely
1gnorant of his fate since the time of his de-
parture, were abandoned to the most cruel
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vneasiness. Fortunately another merchant
of the country, returning from India, had
brought news of him, and restored tranquilli-
ty to his family, who were raised to the sum~
mit of joy, on hearing of his elevation and
success, on whose account they were alarm-
ed. The wife of Illage determined immedi-
ately to repair to her husband, less to share
his glory than his love. She set her affairs
in order ; and after having taken every ne-
cessary step, she embarked with the same
merchant who had given her so consolatory
news. After some days sailing, their vessel
anchored near an island, where they were to
land, and exchange merchandise. Contrary
winds had obligeda Illage to land at the same
place. He had hired a lodging pretty near
the harbour, and, being fatigued with the bad
weather which he had met with, had thrown
himself upon a bed, in order to take some re-
pose. His wife, who was lodged in an opposite
quarter of the city, soon learned that a ves-
sel had arrived, in its way from India, and
that it had sailed from the capital. She sent
her children to ask the news concerning the
grand visier, thiuking it possible they should
be able to reccive some information.

The young pcople went from the inn where
their mother was, running, the one after the
other, till they had come under the windows
of the apartment where the visier was at rest.
They took possession of a little eminence, on
which a number of bales of gouds were col-
lected, to keep them dry 5 and the thought-
less youths began to play upon the bales, try-
ing which of the two could push down his
brather. These play ful children, disputing with
address and heenness, announced their victory
or defeat by such piercing shouts, that they
awahed the visier.  He rose with the utmost
impatience : he went to the window, to check
the noise, and leaning over it, three diamonds,
which the king had given him, fell from his
fingers. The agitation of the sca had nlrea-
dy stirred up the minister’s choler 5 and the
habit of commanding others, too, had made
hi more impatient than he once was, of
slight injuries. The isle on which he had land-
ed was still a dependency on his government.
He therefore ordercd thosc troublesome child-
ren to be seized, and went down himself to
look for his diamonds ; but, amidst the con-
fusion, the search proved fruitless. Thus,
transported, by degrees, to a pitch of fury, he
accused them, not barely of causing the loss
of the diamonds, but even of having stolen
them. Their innocence could not defend
them against his prejudices. He ordered
that they should undergo the bastinado, and
should after that be bound upon a plank, and
cast ingo the sea, These poor innocents
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were thus tossed about upon the waves, and
seemed to be upon the point of perishing in-
evitably, by a cruel death.

Night, in the mean time, came on, and Il-
lage’s wife was surprised that her children
came not back. In a state of cxtreme anxiety,
she went out to seek them. The neighbours
could give her no information. She ran from
street to strect, but could meet nobody that
could satisfy her impatience. At last she
reached the harbour.  There, upon hearing
her description of the three children whom
she sought, a sailor told her,—Madam, the
three children whom you seek are the very
same that a great man from India, whois
newly arrived, caused to be punished by his
slaves, for an act of theft of which he accu-
sed them. They were tirst bastinadoed, and
then bound upon a plank, and cast into the
sca. At these words the miserable mother
filled the air with her crics, rent her gar-
ments, and tore her hair. Oh! my children,
cried she, where is now the visier, your fa-
ther, to revenge your murder? The cries of
her despair reached the ears of her husband,
who was not far off. He thought that he had
heard the voice before ; and he learned that
it was the mother of the children whom he
had condemned to death, who uttered those
screams of anguish. Nature tugged at his
heart. He could no longer doubt that they
were his own children whom he had punish-
ed. He hastened to the unhappy woman,
and knew her at once to be his wife. Ah!
barbarous wretch that Tam ! cried he, I have
inhumanly murdered our children ! Fatal au-
thority with which I was invested ! Thou hast
blinded me, und hast taken away those re-
straints which confined me to the practice
of justice! T am the murderer of my own
chlidren ! While he spoke thus, his counte-
nance bore every mark of the deepest desparr,
and he was transported by all the agitations
of violent passion. llis wife sunk down at
his feet, under the sorrow with which she was
overpowered. Never forgive me, continued
he; I am a monster of inhumanity; and I con-
sider myself as the more guilty, for being at
present superior to the restraints of law. 1
must be for cver racked by remorse, and load-
cd with your reproaches. I was offended, and
hastily wreaked my vengeance, without taking
time to reflect upon what I was doing. Isaw
guilt where it was not, and lifted up my hand

inst innocence, without foresecing that
the stroke was to fall upon myself.

You see, sire, added Aladdin, how much
reason the visier now found to repent of
having supposed the children guilty, ::Eon
bare appearance, and of having hastily inflict-
ed rigorous punishment, before he could know

H
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on whomn it was to fall. He remembered not
that we ought always to have an eye to the
future in deciding npon the present.

‘thie unhappy Illage concaved an immedi-
ate disgust ut his wealth and honours, dis-
dained farther search for his diminonds, and
left the curc of his ship and its lading. He
sustaincd the fecble, staggeiing steps of the
discousolate mother, and they wandered to-
gether along the sea-shore, mournfully de-
wanding back from the devounng deep the
precions pledges which he had cruclly com-
mitted to its ragig billows,

Your majesty will pardon me, continued
Aladdin, if ¥ here leave the wretched pair for
a short time, while I call your attention to
the fute of their unfortunate cluldren. The
billows, to whose fury they had been com-
mitted, were at the time =0 tempestuously
agitated, that although often dushed one
aguinst another, they were, howeaer, moa
short time reparated. Ouce of tie two, altar
strugghing two days agmnst the waves, and
bemg often m danger of being dashed to
picces amongst rocks, at last found humsddf
suddenly upon dry ground, on the shore of &
peghbourmg hingdom, Thesandhad,by long-
contmued mction, cut the cords with wlich
he was confined to the plank; and notwith-
standing his fatigue and hunger, he was yetuble
to disengage himsedd, and proceed a few steps
from the shore. The fust person hie saw was
un officer, who hid come to give bas horse
drink 10 an adjonng spring. This man was
afiected ot the sight of the poor chald, cover-
ed i with a part of his own dothes, tool
hun up behid iy aud carncd han to s
housc.  The boy war soon greatly recovered
by nouti-hung foad and seste s boeetactor
clothed i decently, and prewented b to
the hing of the country, who wassach pre-
porsessed o his favour, by the very stranze-
ness of lus wdventure, The promsing physi-
oguony of the youth, and ’u-. sensble and

ertinent aiswers, completed the offeot of
us teatures and aspect. e boeame a do-
mestic i the pudace 5 he was there distin-
guished among the other officers; and by lus
behavionr he continued to gain upon the es-
teem and confidence of lus sovereign,  The
prince, whom Heavea had not blessed with
chudren, conceived that he could not do a
rreater hinduess to hissubjects, than by adopt-
ing a cluld so prowising, whom Fortrue had
thrown in his way. His choice was upplaud-
ed by the whole court, and confirmed by the
divan. The people were happ) ; and the ta-
lents of the young prince soon made hum to
be esteemed as one of the bravest and ablest
s in Asia,. When the king’s age and
nfirmities rendered him unfit to support the
weighty charge of government longer, the

5
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sceptre was transfecred to Illage’s son. He
caused his young successor to marry 3 and
soon after terminated his career, by resigning
his soul into the hands of his merciful Crea-
tor.
The young monarch lamented his benefac-
tor with the sinccrest grief. 1le was zealous
to discharge the duties which gratitude and
picty equalhy required of him, To do honour
to the remains of his predeces- or, therefore,
by pray cis and other solenmities, he convohed
the dian. They repaired to the mosques.
The wnuma, the nabib, the dervises, and
thar disciples, ussisted all in paying the due
honours to the memory of the deceased so-
verein. Alus were liberally distributed to
the poor, and to all the Lospitals m the hing-
dom. This religious regard to the obscquies
ot his predecessor aflorded the fairest hopes
of the wisdom of the monarch’s reizn; and
these were not frustruted. He proved a
prnce of distinguhed justice; e was un-
wearied ti the care of his people, and treated
them with all the tenderuess of a purent.,
Tortune thus saved one of the visier’s child-
ren from the fury of the ocean, m order to
taise him to an exalted pitehr of greatness.
But the unhappy father sull lamented the
loss of both, when, in one of the isles where
he had fixed his residence, he heard the del-
Lal, or crier, one day ofier a young slave to
sule, and, 1 a loud voice, mvite the curious
to see om. Ilage stopped, looked at the
young man, and telt hnnself prompted by
some unaccountable feeling to purchase him.
The fizure of this stranger had something in
it winch mvincibly mterested and attractcd
him.  His aze seemed to cortespond to that
of the children he bad lost.  And if the
quabities of las soul corresponded to the
comeliness of s features, Ilage hoped that
he might, m some measure, supply the place
of one of his dear Jost chuldren. He pur-
chased lum, and presently returned home
with lus new slave,
) His wite, who saw them at some distauce,
instantly hnew the youth, and ran to thiow
herself wto hus arms.  “Lhe surprise was too
great for her sensibality, and she fainted away :
But before she sank down, averpowered with
Jouy, she had articuluted the name of her sou.
The attentions of her husband and of the
youth soon revived her.  The father was
moved with the spectacie before him, and
felt the emotionas of parental aftiction in his
heart. e thanked Heaven for such unhoped-
for kindness, ingled tears and caresses with
those of his wife and son, and enjoyed all the
delight of this unexpected recozmtion. Yet
a new subject of uneasiness arose : the pre-
senc » of one son recalled the memory of his
brother. What has become of thy brother ?
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inquired he. Alas! replied the young man,
the waves soon separated the planks on which
we were carried ; and I can tell you nothing
of his fate. This answer redoubled the afflic-
tion of the husband and wife ; but they were
in a measure comforted with the hope of a
blessing similar to that they had just experi-
enced; and in this expectation, their tender-
ness centered in the beloved son whom Hea-
ven had thus restored to their arms.

Several years had elapsed, and Achib, the
son of Illage, grew stronger cvery day. He
acquired knowledge, and became capable of
f:l?owing commerce, in-which his father had
instructed him. Seeing him fit even to un-
dertake a profitable voyage, his father pur-
chased a ship, loaded it with merchandisc,
and destined it for the capital of the islands
in which they were settled, eutrusting him
with the management of the undertaking.
Upon his arrival in the capital, Achib hired
a store-house in the khan, deposited his goods
there, and passed some days in arranging them
to advantage. The feast of the Ramazan ar-
rived. The young man, who was a faithful
mussulman, and had sucked in with his mo-
ther’s milk the doctrines of the Alcoran, to
which he had paid particular attention, pos-
sessed the art of singing so perfeetly, that he
was able to fulfil, with diznity, the functicns
of the amama®*  He dressed himself m his
furagi, and went to the principal mosque,
There the hing, with all his court, and the
grandees of the kingdom, were present at the
noon-day service,  The youngz man took his
place near the king, and when the athib 4
mounted the pulpit and began to chaunt the
falhva,l: Achib repeated three times, “ Alla
Akbar.”

The assembly, and the king himsclf, were
astonished at this young strangzer scatm ¢ him-
self so near his majesty ; but the pleasure of
his melodious voiceeacited so agreeable 2 sui-
prise, that they soon forgot his assurance.
All agreed that they had never heard auy
thing so exquisite and perfect.  The athib
was jealous of him: he had never supposcd
that there was a voice in the world superior
to his own ; and the despair which Le now
felt deprived him of the power of using it. He
felt it dic upon his lips.  Achib did not give
him time to recover; he continued the pruy cr,
with a force and easc which the efforts of the
athib, supposing him to have been able to
exert them, could not have surpassed. When
the king had ended his prayer, as he came
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out of the mosque, he ordered his officers to
wait for the new singer. to have a horse rea-
dy for him, and to conduct him to the palace,
where his majesty desired to sce him,  Achib
received this invitation with respect, and obey=
ed the orders of the sovereign. The monarch
gave hin a most gracious reccption, bestowing
the highest praise upon his talents, and soon
felt himself prejudiced in favour of this stran-
ger, by a sympathy of which he could not
discover the springs; but it scemed to be of
the most interesting nature.  Achib was only
in his seventeenth year, and was cudowed
with every personal grace. Every thing seemed
to unite in strengthening the liking which the
king shewed for this stranger : He caused him
to be lodged in his palace, and gave him a dis-
tinguished preference over the pages, and all
those who composed his household.

The officers soon conspired the destruction
of theirnew rival. In the mean time the vir-
tuous Achib, after a long residence at court,
became desirous of sceing his parents, and
givingthem anaccount of the goods with which
he had been entrusted. Afraid lest he should
not obtain the monarch’s permission to return
to them, he wrote to them, and informed them
of the favour he enjoyed.  This motive, and
the desire he expressed of seeing them again,
determined the family to go to him immedi-
ately., lage and his wife rejoiced in their
hearts at the letter which they had received ;
aud both of them being Hattered with having
a ~on, who, at so carly an age, had been able
to gin the good graces of a king, they in-
stantly determined to hasten their departure 3
and informed their son of this resolution. As
soon as Achib received this information, he
purchased & house and suitable furniture 5
and in a short time embraced the authory of
his existence, to whom the king sent presents
of such magnificence, as shewed that they
were only fit for the family of his first favour-
ite. The fineness of the scason having in-
vited the king to one of his country houscs,
he removed thither, and gave entertainments
for the amusement of his court.  One cven-
ing, contrary to his usual custom, he gave
hunself up to the pleasures of the table, and
drank of a liquor of which he knew not the
strength.  In a short time after, he was sud-
denly seized with such a stupidity, that he
was ~ obliged to throw himsclf on o sofa,
where he soon fell asleep.  The pursuit of
their own pleasures had removed from him all
his servants. Achib alone, following from

® A priest who exﬂaim the Alcoran.

$ A reader, who c
$ The Mahometan creed,

unts over the prayers in a loud voice.
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affection every step of his master and bene-
factor, entercd into the apartment, m)d f"ound
him asteep.  Then placing himself within the
door, he drew his sabre, and stood there as a
guard.  One of the pages having returned,
was surprised to find him in this situation,
and asked him the canse of it. ¥ am watch-
ing, said Achib, for the safety of my king: wy
attachment and my duty fix me here.  The
page ran and told his companions, what he had
scen.  They thought they might easily avail
themselves of this event to destroy him, and
went in a body to the monarch. The witness
swore that hie had found Achib, with & na-
ked sabre in his hand, in his majesty’s cham-
her, while he was asleep. Hc ascribed the
most criminal intentions to this faithiul guard,
and declared that nothing but his sudden in-
trusion hud prevented the intended blow. 1ff
your majesty, sire, added he, suspects the
truth n" my reporty, you need only to-day
feign giving yourself’ u{) to sleep without any
precaution, and we do not doubt but this
rush man, pursning his detestable purpose,
will renew his attempt.  Though moved by
this accusation, the hing was unwilling to
trust entirely to the declaration of his pages,
and thought it his duty to clear up s J:ubts
himself.

In the mean time, the pages had gone to
find the young fwourite.  The hing, said
they to huu, is highly pleased with the scal
you huve shown for l{)c safety of his person,
Aclub, huth he saidy is to mie as a shicld:
under bis protection 1 can sleep without fear.
Night came, and the Ring, afte v arepast, due
rng whichhe atfeeted much quety and cheer-
falness, suddendy retired, and threw lnmself
upon u mlh, x|p|u|l'rul|) i the same state
wi which he hadbeen the mght befure, Achib,
wha nover lost wight of him, supposing he
wis i eepy entered the wpartwent, to place
himsct on gunrd, with s sabie uphtted and
nuked.  As soon as the hing saw the gleam
of the sabre, he was seized with terror; and
a cry which he uttered brought to humall the
ofticers of his guard.  Achib was arrested by
tus order, Joaded with chmns, aad o away
to prison,  The nest mormng, after the fisst
prayver, the Ming assembled has divas, aseond-
«d his throue, and caused the prisoner 1o be
brought before him, whom slandcons and
talse 1eports, and decetful appearances, had
exposed to the presumption of so much guilt,
Uungrateful that you are! said he to um, is
it by putting me to death that you would
shew your gratitude, and repay my favours ?
I will not delay to take signal vengeance on
your detestable baseness. Achib having made
no reply to these reproaches, was sent back
to prison.

Scarcely was he gone whien two of the cour-
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tiers who were most eager for his destruction
approached the king. Sire, said they to him,
every body is surprised to sec the execution
of the criminal deluyed. There is no crime
cqual to that which. he intended to commit :
And you ought to give such a speedy example
of justicc, as_your personal safety and the
tranquilhity of your people require. Let us
not be rash, replied the king, in a judgment
of this nature. ‘I'he criminal is in chains, and
cannot make his escape ; and as to public
vengeance, it will never be too lzm’t to gratify
it. It is casy to take away a man’s life, but
it is impossible to restore it. Life is a bless-
ingof Heaven, which we ought torespect ; and
it becomes not us to deprive our fellow-crea-
tures of it, without the most mature delibera-
tion. The evil, once done, can never be re-
paired ! T have it now in my power to reflect
on what I ought to do, and wish not that the
future should have to reproach me with the
impm}»cr conduct of the present. Having
said this, the king dismissed the divan, order-
ed his hunting equipage to be got rcady, and
zave himself up, ‘}or some days, to the amuse-
ments of the chace. On his return, he was
again besct by the enemics of Achib. The
longer, according to them, that this criminal’s
punishment was delayed, the more the people
were discontented.  Clemency and mcdera-
tion ceased to be virtues, when they spared
such erimes as his.  These remonstrances em-
barrassed the sovereign, who had nothing to
appose to them, since the delay which he had
granted had brought nothing to light. He
determined to inflict the punishment which
jistice seemed to require, and ordered the cr.-
mumal to be brought before him, accompanicd
by the officers of justice and the executioner.
Achib stood blindfolded at the foot of the
throne,  The executioner, with the sword in
hi~ hand, waited the King’s command, At
that instant a confused noise was heard; o
stranger piereed through the crowd, and has-
tened to the fect of the hing. It was the un-
fortunute Ilage. Merey ! sre, merey ! Spare
tne only child that remains to me ! My son
could never meditate au attempt upon your
life: be is incapable of so black a treason :
your life is dearer to him than his own ! Here
are his letters, by which I was persuaded to
Fepair to your majesty’s court, that I might
d::light.m}sclf with the contemplationof those
royal virtues of which his representations had
excited in me the highest admiration. O
prince ! whose glorious qualities arc renown-
ed through the world, give this new iustance
of your wisdom, to justify the public admira-
tion: rise superior to that resestment to which
you have been woved by fallacious appear-
ances.  Dreadful are the cousequences of pre-
cipitancy in judgment, Behold in me a ter-
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tible example of the fatal effects which follow
from yielding without reﬂection.to the fury
of passion. Heaven gave me children, sire,
from whom I was separated in their early in-
fancy. The day arrived when we again met.
Not recognizing them, nnq actua‘ted by bll}ld
rage, I abused the power with which T was in-
vested, and made my own children be bound
upon planks, and cast into the sea. He whom
your vengeance now threatens is the only one
that escaped. Can I bear to witness his death
to-day ? Such was the unhappy effect of m
inexcusable rashness. My heart is filled witﬁ'
hitterness, and my tears must continue to flow
till my eves are closed in death.

While Illage spoke, the king was fixed in
astonishment. It was his own story that he
heard. He who spoke was his father; he
whom he had condemned to death, his bro-
ther. ‘

The king having formed habits of modera-
tion and self-command in the exercise of his
power, now guarded against the dangerous
consequences of too abrupt a discovery. Na-
ture at length could no longer withstand the
emotions which swelled his heart, and he ca-
gerly embraced the author of his days. He
made himself known to his brother, took away
the fetters with which they bad loaded the
virtuous Achib, and after congratulating and
condoling with his dear relations, thus ad-
dressed his divan: See, said he, to what mi-
sery I should have exposed myself, if I had
lightly listened to the accusations of calumny ;
and if, in compliance with your insidious res
prescutations, I had inflicted punishment with
so hasty a hand as you required. Blush ! add-
ed he: there was not one among you to tihe
part with innocence ! After uttering these few
poignant expressions, the king retired with
his father and brother into his own apart-
ments, invited them to share the pleasures of
his court, and sent twenty slaves, in rich ap-
parel, to communicate the pleasing and won-
derful news to his mother. ~ This family, thus
happily reunited, grateful to the Almighty,
and faithful to the law of the prog)het, con-
tinued to live in the enjoyment of the tender-
cst domestic happiness, till the decree of des-
tiny called them, one after another, from the
imperfection of this life to the felicity of a
better.

Aladdin having concluded the story of Il-
lage Mahomet, or the imprudent man, adding
some suitable reflections, calculated to make
an impression on the mind of the prince to
whom he had the honour of addressing him-
sclf,—Sire, said he, if the son, as a king, had
acted as rashly as the father did in his minis-
terial character, innocence would have been
sacrificed to jealousy and ambition, and a
whole family doomed to perpetual sorrow and
remorse. Such is ever the consequence of
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limiting our views to what is immediately be-
fore us. Appearances are equally against me,
and envy has taken advantage of them to re-
present me as criminal. But U have still Hea-
ven and your majesty’s enlightened wisdom
to trust In.

When the young man had ended speaking,
Bohetzad turned to his ministers. I mean not,
said he, that guilt should pass unpunished,
but truth, even from the mouth of an encmy,
is to be heard with attention and regard. This
wretch, base as he is, bas justly cnough ob-
served, that by taking time to reflect, vo risk
is run. Let him therefore be carried bach to
his prison.

The visiers could scarcely containtheir rage.
By delay the king’s penetration might picree
through the cloud of falsehood which they had
laboured to rnise. As they acted all in con-
cert, the third of their number presente.l him-
self next at the king’slevee.  Bohetzad asked
whether any new light had been thrown upon
the affair.  Sire, replied the minister, our ad-
ministration under your majesty’s authority
maintains tranquillity in your capital 5 nor
would there be the smallest danger of disturb-
ance, did not your majesty, with a blameable
lenity, delay the pumshment of an offender
who has dared to offer dishonour to your bed
and throne.  Your people murmar at your
ill-placed compassion ; and I should be sorry
to be wanting i my duty, by concealing their
dissatisfaction from your majesty, till it might
rise to a dangerons height. It is impossible
to be too carly in guarding against revolt ; and
that which now threatens you may have the
most fatal effects.

These suggestions persuaded the king to
order the culprit to be again brought before
him. Wretch, said he, thou canst never cite
me to a higher tribunal, for wreaking my ven-
geance rashly upon thy head.  However weak
and little to the purpose thy defences have
been, I have heard them all patiently ; T have
given them their full weight; but reserve and
circumspection are to be carried only a cer-
tain length. The people murmur; their pa-
tience is exhausted, as well as mine. Heaven
and carth call upon me to vindicate niy jus-
tice by thy punishinent, and thy last moment
is near.

Sire, answered the modest Aladdin, the
people may expect an instance of your justice.
If the people be impatient, they are to blame ;
but patience is among the first of thosc virtues
which constitute the strength and stability of
the throne. This virtue, necessary to all, fits
us for that resignation which we owe to the
unchangeable decrecs of Heaven, and exalted
the patient Abosaber from the depth of a dun-
geon to the elevation of a throne.

Who was that Abosaber? asked the king.
Recite his story.
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The Hustory of Abosaber, or the Patient

Mun.

SIRE, said Aladdin, Abosaber, surnamed
the patient, was a rich and generous man,
whose charity diffused happiness through the
village in which he dwelt. He was kind to
the poor, and hospitable to strangers.  His
barns were full, his plonghs were constantly
at work, his flochs were spread through the
ficlds, plenty was mauntained i the country
by his wealth and beneficence. He had a
wife and two cluldren, s domestic fehaty
was undisturbed, and no wild beasts ravazed
his folds or wtulls s The pescants enjoyed nn
easy competence for themselves and their fu-
mdies; tll at Jen: th a monstrous hon came
to deturh this scene of secure and happy m-
dustry.

Abosaber's wife proposed that her hue-
band and s servieits <honld march out to
bunt the sapacious ananal, whosd ravases -
Jured them move than any 1w the neghbour-
hood, on « count of thew extensive posscs-
sions, Wi, sind Aborabed let us have pa-
ticnee 3 patience sees an eud to every thing:
we sufler not alone; the hon’s ferocny mades
out neghbours as we'thas us: he mnst fall
soonet o later, whether we mtermeddle or
not : Jet us leave it to Hemven to vindicate
our cause s guilt never eseapes unpumshed.

The hing «f the country at lenzth heard of
the ravages of this hon, and gane orders for
a generul chace.  Abody of hissubyects soon
took arme, sousht out the hon, and encon-
puassed lnm o all sides. A volley of arrows
were showaed upon the ferocious anmial 3
he beaume desperatcy Ins b stood on end ;
his eyes Mured; he lushed s sides with lus
tal, and rtoanng with o voree of thunder,
rushied furiously upon oue of the husters who
had advanced before the rest. Tlus was a
youn, man of the ae of mpeteen years,
mounted upon a vigotous and igh-meitled
hoi .

At the ery of the Lon, however, the gene-
rousantusal was sczed with teiorn, his ~tr;~||glh
fuiled, and bee tell down dead. The u.nviml
rider was mstantly upon hus fect, mvoked the
nume of the prophet, amd pinneed his sovnue
tar into the wonst ons thront of the o,
whose juws were opened to devour fum,
Such un sustance of bold and steady enurage
gained the gallant youth not only the ap.
plause of his soveregn, but the high otiiee of
commander-in-chiet of the forces of the hing-
dom.

Abosaber, when he heard of this victory
over the hon, said to his wife, See now whe-
ther punishment does not always awwut the
mischievos ! Is it not much better that we
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have been patient ! Had I followed your ad-
vice, and ventured to attack an animal which
it has required so considerable a for:ce to
overcome, I might have lost my own life, as
well as the lives of my servants. .

This lion was not the only invader that in-
fested the pesceable retirement of Abosaber :
—the inhabitants of the village had not all the
reputation of unsuspected honesty. One of
them committed a robbery upon a house in
the capital, and made his escape, after mur-
dermne its master.  The king, upon receiving
information of this robbery and murder, sent
for the relations and friends of the deceased.
Their hnowledge respecting the murderer
went no farther than suspicions, and these
fell wpon the inhabitants of the village in
which Abncaber resided, who were reckoned
amony the v orst members of the community,
and who had been known to frequent the
house m wineh the robbery and murder had
been coumutted.  Upon these suggestions,
and without seching farther proof, the angr;
wonarch sent aw officer with a party of sol-
diers to lay waste the village, and bring away
the mhabitants in fetters, excepting the fa-
mih of Abosaber.

The persons entrusted with the execution
of thesc o1de s not only fulfilled, but even ex-
ceeded thar commssion.  Those undiscip-
lined soldiery spread their ravages throughs all
the adjon 2 country, sparing only the dwell-
mg of Abosaber and six persons of his fami-
Iv; but destroying his vineyards and corn-
ficlds, ae well as those of lns fellow-towns-
men, The wife of Abosaber lamented this
disaster with uch noisy sorrow.  We are
rumed, saud she to her hushand : our flochs
and herds, you see, are curied off with those
ot our guilty neighbours, notwithstanding the
otders given to spare us. - Sce how unjustly
we are treated : speah to the hing’s officers.
I have spoken to them, answered Abosaber,
but they have not time to hear me. Let us
hine paticaee : the evil will recoil upon those
who commut it. A mischicf on him who
gives orders that are both rigorous and ur-
gent! A naschief on him who acts without
reflection ! The evils which the king heaps
upon us will soon, | fear, fall back upon his
own head.

An enciuy of Abosaber’s heard these words,
and reported them to the king.  Such, said
the informer, 1s the language held by him
whom your wajesty’s merey «pared.  In con-
sequence of this the monarch ordered Abo-
saber, his wile, and two children to be ba-
mished out of his dominions.

The wife of this wise and resigned mussul-
man rencwed her murmurs, and expressed
bor resentment in the bitterest language of
owplaint. Huve patience, wife, said he : pa-
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tience is the sovereign balm for adversity ; it
gives wholesome advice, and opens up springs
of joy and consolation. Let us go to the
desarts, since we are driven hence. Abosa-
ber looked up and blessed Almighty God as
he went on his way with his family, How-
ever, they had hardly catered the desart
when they were attacked by a band of rob-
bers, who spoiled and stripped them, earried
off their children, and left them hopeless of
human aid, and with nothing but he gracious
care of Providence to trust to. At this new
stroke of the malignity of Fortune, the wo-
man, having lost all that she held dearest,
gave free vent to her sorrows, and with plain-
tive cries exclaimed to her husband, Unfecl-
ing man, lay aside thine indiffcrence: leot us
run after the robbers ; 1f they have any seuse
of humanity remaining, they will restore our
children. Be patient, replied Abosaber: pa-
tience is the only remedy for evils that scem
to admit of none. The robbers are well
mounted : naked and fatigued as we are, 1t is
not probable that we should overtake them:
even if we could, perhaps those barbarous
men micht be so enraged at our importunate
lamentations, as to put us to death. The
good woman became calm when her strenath
was so exhausted that she could not continue
her complaint, : and they both arrived short-
ly after on the banh of a river, withm «ight
of a villaee,

Rest here, said Abosaber to his wife, while
[ try to find a lodemg for us, and to obtain,
if possible, some garments to cover our na-
kedness.  He proceeded towards the viliage,
which stood at no great distance  Hardly
was Abasaber out of the sight of his wite
when a persou happened to come up on horse-
back, who stopped m amazement at the sight
of 50 beautiful a woman, naked and alone, in
a by-path. The object of his curiosity soon
awakened other desires.  He put various
questions to her, such as were naturally sug-
gested by the strangeness of the mdventure,
to which she replied with modest sunpheity
Her answers seemed to ofier some shadow of
hope to the young man. Madam, saul he,
you are formed for a happicr destiny.  Deigu
to follow me, and to accept, with my heart
and hand, a situation of caviable happiness.
—I have a husband, said the woman, to
whom, however unfortunate he may have
been, I am attached for life—~1 have not
tie, returned the cavalier, to convince you
of the folly of this refusal, in your present
condition. 1 love you. Mount my horse,
without reply, or, with a stroke of my scymi-
tar, I will here end your life and mistortunes
together.

Abosuber’s wife was thus forced to com-
Pply with a ravisher’s demand ; but, before her

119

departure, she wrote these words upon the
sand : Abosaber, by your patience you have
lost your fortune, your children, and your
wife, who is now ravished from you: Heaven
grant that Fortune have not still heavier evils
m store for you! While she wrote these
words the cavalier again bridied his hotse,
and, when all wa- ready, seized his prey, and
was suun out of sight.

Abosaber, at hus return, looked about for
his wife, and called on her in vain. Al was
silent.  He chanced, however, to look upon
the sand, and thus learned the extent of his
misfortune.  lle could aot withstand the first
cmotions of grief: he tore his har, beat his
breast, and dashed humself upon the ground.
But the swell of passion was succecded by a
calin.

Have patience, Abosaber, said he to bin-
self: thou lovest thy wife, and art beloved by
her. God has most probably perantted her
to full nto her present situction in order to
reheve her from severer distress. Duocs it
become thee to pry into the scerets of Provi-
denee? Thy duty is to subnut, and no longer
to weary and offend Heaven weth thy mur-
mars and complamts, With these reflections
he became reseraed, and, giving up the idea
of returnimy to the village, took toe réad to
ameat aty, the miarets of wlich had caught
lus cye ata distance.

As he approached he saw a number of
workmen emplo; ed m buildmg apalace for the
kg, The conductor of the work took him
by the army and obliced him to jom the other
Labourers, under paim of bemg sent to prson,
Abosaber was torced to have patienee, and to
do lus best, wlule a httle iead and water
was all that he had for Ins labour.

e had been about a month in this labori-
ous and unprofitable employment, when one
of his fellow-worlamen happened to fall from
a scaffold, and break s kg The poor
wretch uttered screams of anguich, which
were intcrrupted only by miprecations and
complunts.  Abosaber went up to him,
Comrade, said he, instead of soothing, you
rather increase your pam by these complaints,
Huve patience : the officts of patienee are al-
ways beneficial : 1t enables us to Loar mis-
fortunc, and 19 of such sovercien efiicacy, as
often to raise a man fiom the botton of a
well to a throne.  The monai ch of the coun-
try was at one of the windows of his palace,
to which he had been attracted by the eries
of the unfortunate workman: he hea.d the
words of Abosaber with indignation.  Ar-
rest that man, <aid he to onc of his officers,
and bring him before e, Abosaber was ine
stantly hurried into the presence of the
tyrant, whose pride he had unknowingly af-
fended.
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Insolent fellow ! said this barbarous king
to him, can patience then bring a man from
the bottom of 8 well to a throne ? Thou shalt
put the truth of thy own maxim to the trial.
At the same time e ordered him to be let
down to the bottom of a dry and deep well,
which was within the palace. There he visit-
ed him regularly every day, carrying him
two small morscfn of bread. Abosaber, would
he say to him, you appcar to mc to be still at
the bottom of the wc‘ : when is your patience
to raise you to the throne ?

The wore the unfecling monarch insulted
his prisoner, he became the more resigned.
Let us have patience, would he say to him-
self': Jet us not repel contempt with reproach :
we are not suffered to avenge ourselves in any
shape whatever: let us allow the crime to
come to its full height: IHeaven sees, and
God is our judge.  Let us have patience,

The hing had a brother whom he had al-
way~ concealed from every eve, in a secret
part of the palace; but suspicion and unca-
siners made lum afraid, lest he should one
day be carried off; and placed upon the throne.
Some time ago, he had secretly Jet him down
into the bottom of this well we have spoken
of.  This unhappy victim of politics soon
sunh under so many distresses : he died ; but
this event was not known, although the other
parts of the secret had trunspired.

The grandees of the realing und the whole
nation, shocked at a capricious cruclty which
exposed them all to the same danger, rose,
with oue accord, wgainst the tyrant, and as-
sassinated him.  The adventure of Abosaber
had been long since forgotten,  OQue of the
officers of the paluce reported, that the Ring
went every duy to carry bread to a man who
wasinthe well,and to converse with lum. Tlas
idea led their thoughts to the brother who had
beenso cruelly used by the tyrant. They ran to
the well, weut down o ity and found there
the patient Abosaber, whom they took for
the presumptive heir to the crown,. Without

iving him time to speak, or to mahe hiself

nown, they conducted him to a bath ; wnd he
was soon clothed in the royal purple, and
placed upon the throne.
bosuber, always steady to his principles,
left Heaven to operate in his favour, and was
{mu'cnt. His depoicment, his resenve, and
his coolness, disposed men to prophecy well
of his reign; and the wisdom of his conduct
Jjustified thesc happy rmnges. Not content-
ed to weigh, with indefatigable patience, the
decisions of his own judgment, he was pre-
sent, as often as possible, at all the business
of the state, Visiers, cadis, ministers of jus-
tice, said be to them. before deciding has-
tily, take paticnce, and inquire. They ad-
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mired his wisdom, and yielded themselves to
its direction. Such was the disposition of
their minds with respect to him, when a train
of events produced a great change init.

A neighbouring monarch, driven from his
dominions by a powerful enemy, vanquished,
and followed by a small retinue, took refuge
with Abosaber, and implored, on his knees,
the hospitality, assistance, and good offices of
a king renowned for his virtues, and especially
for his paticuce.

Abosaber dismissed his divan, to converse
with this exiled prince; and as soon as they
were alone, he said to him, Behold in me
Abosaber, your former subject, unjustly spoil-
¢d, by you, of all his fortune, and banished
from your kingdom. Observe the just dif-
ference in the conduct of Heaven toward us.
I departed from my village reduccd by you to
the last point of wretchedness. I 'submitted,
however, to my lot, was patient, and Provi-
dence hath conducted me to the throne;
while your passionate, cruel, and rash con-
duct hath brought you down from one. It
appears to me, that, in seeing you thus at
my discretion, I am commissioned to execute
on you the decrees of Heaven, as a warning
to the wicked.

After this reproof, and without waiting a
reply, Abosaber commanded his officers to
strip the exiled king, and all his followers, and
drive them from the city.  These orders were
instantly put in execution ; but they occasion-
ed some murmurs.  Should an unfortunate
and supphant king be treated with so much
rigour ? Tlis scemed contrary to all the laws
of equity, of humanity, aud of policy.

Some time nfter this, Abosaber having been
informed that a band of robbers mfested a
part of his dominions, sent troops in pursuit
of them. They were surprised, surrounded,
and brought before him, The king recogni-
zed them to be those who had carried off his
children; and privately interrogated their
chirt In such a situation, said he to him,
and m such a desart, you found a man, a wo-
man, and two children.  You plundered the
futher and mother, and carricd away their
chiddren,  What have you done with them ?
What is become of them ?

Sire, replied the chief of the robbers, these
children are among us, and we will give them
to your majesty, to dispose of them as you

lense.  We are ready, moreover, to deliver
into your hands all that we have heaped up
in our profession. Grant us life and pardon ;
receive us into the number of your subjects ;
we will return from our evil courses; and no
soldiers in your majesty’s service shall be
more devoted toyou than we.  The king sent
for the childrep, seized the riches of the rob-
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bers, and caused their heads to be instantly
struck off, without regarding their repentance
or entreaties.

The subjects of Abosaber seeing this has-
ty conduct, and recollecting the treatment of
tﬁe exiled monarch, in a short time did not
know their own. What precipitation! said
they. Is this the compassionate king, who,
when the cadi was about to inflict any punish-
ment, continually repeated to him, Wait ;
examine ; do nothing rashly ; have patience !
They were extremely surprised ; but a new
event rendered them still more so.

A person came with complaints against his
wife. Abosaber, before hearing them, said
to him, Bring your wife along with you: if it
be just for me to listen to your arguments, it
cannot be less so to hear hers. The petiti-
oner went out, and in a few moments after
returned with his wife. The king had scarce-
ly looked at her, when he ordered her to
be conducted into the palace, and the man’s
head to be cut off, who had come to complain
of her. The order was obeyed. The visiers,
the officers, and the whole divan murmured
aloud, that Abosaber might hear them. Ne-
ver was there seen such an act of violence,
said they among themsclves. The hing who
was beheaded was never guilty of so shock-
ing an action; and this brother, coming out
of a well, and promising at first wisdom and
prudence, is carried, in cold blood, to an ex-
cess which borders on madness. Abosaber
listened, and remained patient, till at length,
a wave of his hand having imposed silence,
he spoke as follows:

Visiers, cadis, ministers of justice, and all
ye vassals of the crown who hear me, I have
always advised you never to judge rashly,
You owe me the same regard which I have
requested of you for others. I entreat you,
therefore, to hearme. 1 have reached a pitch
of glory which I durst not even aspire to ; so
many seemingly irreconcileable circumstances
were necessary to its accomplishment. T am
indifferent to the crown which I wear; I wish,
however, to acquire your estecm, by explain-
ing to you the motives which have directed
my conduct. Iam not the brother of your late
Kking, whom you judged unworthy to reign. I
am a man of humble birth, but being persc-
cuted, ruined, and driven out of my own coun-
try, I took refuge here, after secing my wife
and children ravished from me by the way.
I resigned myself to the stroke of fate. As
I entered this city I was seized, and compel-
led to join the workmen who were building
the palace. In full conviction that paticnce
is the most needful of all virtues to the pre-
sent state of men, I exhorted onc of my fel-
low-labourcrs to bear with resignation the
dreadful misfortune of breaking his leg, which
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befel him. 8o great a virtue is patience, said
I, that it will sometimes raise a man who may
have been thrown into the depth of a well, to
the elevation of a throne. The king heard
me. He was enraged at the maxim, and in-
stantly cast me into the well, from the bottomn
of which you raised me to the throne. When
a neighbouring king, who had been expelled
from his dominions by an usurper, came to
implore my assistance, I discovered him to be
the sovereign of m{ native country, who bad
banished me from his dominions, and confis-
cated all my effects. 1 had not been the only
object of his capricious cruelty ; I had scen
his whole subjects groan under his oppression.
The robbers whom I punished with sceming
severity had torn my children from me, and
reduced me to the lowest extremity of misery.
The cavalier whom I made to be beheaded
had violently ravished from me my wife. My
view in inflicting these punishments was not
merely to avenge myselt for the injurics which
I had suffered. Considering myself as the
sovereign of these dominions by yeur volun-
tary choice, and as an instrument in the hand
of God, I could not think myself at liberty to
indulge a weak clemency, unfavoursble alike
to your security and your power: it was my
duty to fulfil the decrees of Providence upon
persons who were undeniably guilty, and to
cut off from society members so inimical to
its peace. A tyranmical Ling, regardless of
the laws, and guided only by caprice and pas-
sion, is a scourge to his people.  If it be cri-
minal to attempt his life, it is still more so,
however, to lend him that assistance which
might enable him to continue his cruelty, and
to gratify the ferocity and malignity of his
heart. {t is prudent to divest him of the
means of being hurtful to munkind. Robbers,
whose trade it is to attack caravans and pil-
lage travellers, who have formed none but li-
centious habits, can never become useful or
respectable citizens ; still less can they de-
scrve to be admitted to the honour of defend-
ing their country : banishment only restores
them to their original condition, auginents
their numbers, and renews their crimes. e
who has ravished a woman is a monster in so-
ciety : it is an act of beneficence to free the
earth of him. He who can be guilty of this
crime will hardly hesitatc at the commission
of any other.

These arc the motives of my conduct. Ri-
gour is more painful to me than to uny per-
son clse. But I should be unworthy of my
people’s confidence, and should be wanting to
the duties of a sovereign, if I suffered such in-
stances of undoubted guilt to escape unpu-
nished. If I have exceeded the bounds of the
authority entrusted to me, I am ready to re-
sign it back into your hands. Now that my
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wife and children are restored to me by the
favour of the Almighty, all that I have farther
to wish for you is, that you may enjoy peace
and happiness under a wiser government
than mine.

Abosaber thus finished his defence. Ad-
miration and respect held the whole assembly
for some time silent; but they soon exclaim-
el with one voice, Long live Abosaber ! Long
live our prince! Long live the patient mo-
march ! May he live for over! and may his
rci,zn be everlasting ! . ,

The hine cetarning into hi« apartment, call-
ed his wife and culdren, and, after indul-
ging the mild impolse of nuturel adection, See,
said he to his wife, the fru ts of patience, and
the conwequences of preciutateon : I nide
gour progudices : impre < theee ercat traths
upon the mmdsof our culivens theoye of Pro-
videnee 1 upon the rrreons and the wic had;
and Dive Ju tiee and Waisdota dispense re-
wiirds and pushment- with an infaluble and
impartinl hand. The patient man, who resiens
himeell tothe willof Providen ¢, 1 connerorfa-
ter crowned with glorv- After finishing fis
stors, Aladdin mamtamed a respeetful wlence.
Bohetzad seemed to muse.  Hlow can such
maxims of wisdom, sard he, proceed from the
wouth of n mnn whose heart s corrupt, and
whose soul s stamed with il ! Youne man,
ndded he, T ahall vot respate sour punc-hment
till to-morrow.  You shall be led back to pri-
sou. The advice which you have given me
shall not remam frmtless. A robber Iy pro-
fession is to be cut off from the class of Gt
rens und defenders of the state; but as von
lmwx at the same tie, put me on my gu.lrd
agninst precipitaney 1u judement, Teonseat to
sufler you to bine for the remamder of this day
and the foilowing v bt The king, when he
had thus spoken, dsmssed the assembiy.

The visiers had concested among them-
selves what steps they shoukd take morder to
sccomplish the destrwetion of the favourite.
When they saw lue panishinent o often de-
lnved, 5t was proposed among them to alarm
the hing with respect to the dangerous effects
of his clemency, and the fucdity with which
he suffered hunself to be soothed by words,
artfully prepared, in onder to suspend an act
of justice, the execution of which was indis-
pensably necessary. 3t behoved bin to re-
move from the minds of the peaplesall suspie
cion of the want of enerey w his advnietra-
tion, and to shew them that equity was the
basis on which it stood. The fourth visier
way connmissioned to state these things to the
hing 2 and he accordingly waited the ensuing
day upon his ma-ter, )

The subtile poison of flattery was artfully
mingled with the remoustrances which his dis-
interested zeal scemed to dictate. Thev made
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a powerful imrression upon the king’s mind.
He ordered Aladdin to be bronght before him
as formerly, and all the apparatus for execu~
tion to be made ready. Wretch, said he, I
have deliberated long encuzh concerning the
punishment of thy crime : your death must
cfface it from my remembrance.

Sire, replied Aladdin, with respect and firm-
ness, 1 resign myself to the sentence which
decroee my death.  Circumstances render it
necessary 3 and were it cven otherwise, the
lose of yonr fi# nur would be worse to me than
death.” When the sacrifice is once consum-
mated, I ¢an no longer have place for repen-
tance ; but a duy will come when your majes-
ty, repenting v unjust precipitancy, will re-
aret that vou wiel not eonsnit the rules of pru-
denee, as b ppened 10 Bbazad, son to King
Cyrus, the foander of the Syrian empire.

The Story o f buazad, or the Impatient Man,

Prixer Biazap was adorned with every
peirsouat accomy ashment. His beauty was ce-
lebrated by the poets, and became proverbial
among the Latons of the empire. He was the
delight of every direle, and his society was ea-
gerly courted by all. His beauty was one day
the subject of a conver-ation which he over-
heard, unobeerved,  After it had been highly
praised, 1 person who had lutherto been silent
remarhed,—~Prince Blazad is no doubt one of
the hand omest men in the world ; but I
huow a swoman who excels all her own sex
m beauty much more than he does ours.

At boannz this remuu s, Prinee Bhazad’s cu-
riosity was mach more piqued than his pride.
He addressed himself secretly to the person
who uttered it. - Might ane know, said he, the
name of the beauty whom yon praise <o high-
Iy ? Prnce, replied the man, she s daughter
to one of the principal vassals of the Syrian
throne 5 and 1if every cve is enchanted with
the charms of ber person, she possesses still
superior accemplishinents in the quabities of
her teart and understanding. These few
words made a powertul impression on Bha-
zad’s heart.  He could thin[l'( of nothing but
the beauty he had heard so highly extolled, and
all lis desire was to conquer her heart.  The
flame by which he was consumed soon impair-
ed his health; he became melancholy, and
avoided company.  The king his father was
surprised at the change: he inquired and
learned the cause.

Bhuzad, after avowing his passion, was gent-
ly reproached by his father Cyrus, for the re-
serve he had maintained. Why, said he, did
you conceal the state of your heart from me ?

Xnow you not that 1 have full authority over
the prince whose danghter you desire to es-
poise? Is it at all doubttul whether he will
do himself the honour of accepting our al-
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Yiance ? Cyrus sent immediately to the father
©of the young beauty, to ask her for his son.
The dowry was soon agreed upon, and was
stated at three hundred thousand pieces of
gold; but the father of the lady required the
celebration of the marriage to be delayed for
nine months.

Nine months without seeing the object of
my wishes ! said the impatient Bhazad to him-
self: nine months without posscssing her ! I
can never endure it. He instantly formed a

roject for obtaining immediate access to the
ﬁldv of his heart. He mounted the best horse
in his stables, furnished himsclf with some
necessary provisions, as well as with a bow,
a lance, and a scymitar, and sct out without
farther delay. He had not proceeded far
from the capital of Syria, when he saw him-
sclf attached by a band of robbers. Awed,
however, by the firmness of his countenance
and his martial air, they, instead of attempt-
ing to murder, after robbing him, as was their
usual practice, made him a proposal of a very
different sort, and offered him lnis life, on the
condition of his associating himself witl: them.
By the loss of life Bhazad would lose the en-
joyments of love; and yet the profession of
a rohber was extremely repugnant to his cha-
racter. He concluded with himself, therefore,
that it would be most proper to mahe the roh-
bers acquainted with his condition, his views,
and the fatal delay of nine months, which he
had not patience to endure.  Upon lus ma-
king this avowal, the captam of the robbers re-
plicd, We will abndge this tedious interval :
we hnow the castle in which the object of
your passion lives, and the force which de-
fends it.  March you at our head: we will
attach it, and shall find no obstacle to resist
our assault.  All that we ask of you for this
important service is, to share the dowry, to
enjoy your protection in future, and to be al-
lowed an iuterval of a few days to preparc for
the enterprise.

Bhuzad, n his impatience, imagined him-
selt already in possession of his happiness.
All means seemed just that could serve the
interests of his passion ; and he saw no occa-
siom for delicacy in his choice: wherefore,
without fuarther deliberation, he continued
his journey, at the head of the robbers.

They scon met a nemerons caravan. The
robbers, prompted by their natural propensity
to plunder, made a disorderly attack upon it,
but were repulsed, with the loss of several
men killed, and a good number taken prison-
ers. Among the latter was Bhazad, Ile was
conducted to the capital of the country to
which the caravan was journeying. The
commander of the caravan, after relating the
adventure, presented Bhazad to the king.
This, sire, is a young man who secms tudeserve

128

to be distinguished from the rest: we
your majesty to dispose of him at your ro;
pleasure. The mien of the captive attracted
the particular attention of the monarch, Who
are you, young man ? asked the prince. You
have not the appearance of having been born
for the abaudoned mode of life in which you
have been engaged. How did you fall into
the hands of the caravan ? Bhazad would not
discover himself, lest he should disgrace his
real name. Sire, replied he, let not my ex-
terior appearance impose upon your majesty :
I am not, nor ever was, any other than a
robber by profession.

Yous reply, said the king, is your death-
warrant. However, said he to himself, let
me not act precipitately : it is but just to have
some respect to his dyouth, and to the exte-
rior qualitics which distinguish him from the
rest of his profession. If this young man be
only arobber, hedeserves punishment, but if he
be sowe child of misfortunc, who sceks death,
to escape from the troubles of life, I should
become an accomplice in his crime, if I did
not stretch out my hand to save him from
ruin.  Thus spoke the prudent monarch to
himself, and ordered Bhazad into close con-
finement, till he should receive better in-
formation concerning his real character and
condition.

In the mean time, Cyrus, after a fruitless
scarch for his son through all his own domi-
nions, sent citcular letters for the same pur-
pose to all the monarchs of Asin. One came
to the sovercign into whose hands Bhazad
had fallen, From the description given of
him, he was instantly satisfied that the young
adventurer whom he detained in confine-
ment was no other than the well-beloved
son of the potent monarch of Syria —What
reason had he now to be pleased with hime-
self for the prudence with which he had de-
layed judging of him from appearances ! He
sent mnmediately to the prisoner, to ask his
name. My name is Bhazad, replicd the young
man. You are the son, then, of King Cyrus :
but what motives determined you to conceal
your birth ? 1lad I not been slow in the exe-
cution of punishment, it would have cost you
your life, and me the remorse of having
treated you as a vile assassin. - Sire, replied
Bhazad, aficr having revealed to hun the sc-
cret of bis escape, finding myself scized a-
mong robbers, in whose crimes I had invo-
luntarily shared, 1 preferred death to shame,
and was unwilling to dishonour a name so il-
lustrious,

Son, replied the sage monarch, there has
been a great deal of imprudence in your be-
haviour. You was in love, and assurcd of en-
joying, in a few months, the object of your
affection. See, to what rashness and imnpa-
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tience hath brought you. Instead of wait-
ing patiently till you should become the son-
i:ﬁnw of onc of your father’s noble vassals,
after having quitted the court of Syria ......-
ow pernusson, and after having incautious-
Jy exposed yourself to be murdered by the
robbers who infest these desarts, you joincd
yoursclf to these vagabonds, to carry off, by
force, the woman who was voluntarily to be
given you in marriage. Scc into what n train
of crimes you have drawn yourself. Check
this passion, and calm your impatience. I
will procure you the means of mmiting your-
scif soon to the princess whose hand you are
anxious to obtain; but as every thing ought
to be donc in a manncr suitable to her con-
dition and your rank, we will hurry nothing.

After this, the king, having made Bhazad
be magnificently dressed, :lplmmlcd him lodg-
ings in his palace, and admitted hin to his
table. He wrote to Cyrus, to set him ot ease

respecting the fate of his son, whose equi-
poge was getung ready, that he might appear
with more splendour at the court of the
princc whose daughter he was about to
espousc.

The impatient Bhazad saw these prepara-
tions with uncasiness. The attention which
was paid to them retarded his happiness. At
length, Lowever, the order for his departure
was given, and he might begin his journcey.
A small army escorted him 3 but every halt
which it made appeared an age to this ena-
moured prince.

Messengers had been dispatehed to the fa-
ther of the princess, to inform him of the ar-
rival of his son-in-law.  He came, with his
daughter, covered with aveily to receive him
at the gate of his castle, and allotted him a
magnificent apartment, next to that of his
futurc spouse. Al the arrangements had
heen previonsly fixed by the two futhers,
The term of nine months would be clapsed
in three days ; and all the preparations, suita-
ble to this so much wished for wmion, were
finished.

Bhaznd was only weparated from the ob-
ject of his affection by the breadth of a thin
wall. In three days be might see and pos-
sess her. But this wall was like Mount Ara-
fat to him; and thewe three days scemed an
eternity. As he constantly inquired what
she was doing, be learncd that she was at
her toilet, assisted by her female slaves, and
without her veil. This was the time for him
to surprise her, and behold her at his plea-
sure. He presently examined all the open-
ings of his ment, to find some way of
gratifying his impatience and curiosity, He
discovered, to his mistortune, a small grated
window, to which he applied his eye; but an
ennuch, placed there on guard, perceived the
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inquisitive man, and, without knowing him,
struck him with the point of his scymetar,
which at once run through both hls‘ eyes, and

collected around him all those engaged in
his service. .

They stood around the wounded prince,
inquiring the causc which could have redu-
cez him to the unhappy situation he was in.
His misfortune discovered to him his crimc.
It was my impaticnce, replicd he with sorrow :
I have too soon forgotten the sage advices of
the king my benefactor. In three days I
would have secn and enjoyed her who was
to crown my happiness ; but I was unable to
bear this delay with patience. I wished to
cenjoy before-hand the pleasure of secing her,
and for this I am punished with the loss of
my sight.

In this manner, added Aladdin, did the im-
paticnt Bhazad, on the very point of beco-
ming happy, lose that hope for ever; and was
condemned to the most cruel loss, in being
deprived of the senec of sceing. e ought
to have recollected the dangers to which his
former imprudence had exposed him; with
what maturity of deliberation, with what wise
delay the monarch to whom he was indebted
for his fortune and life had conducted himself
with respeet to him; and he ought to have
yielded entirely to his adviee.  But it is not
from zetmg without reflection that esperi-
enee is acquired, sand the wise alone can pro-
fit by that of others,

The young superintendant having made au
endofspeaking, Bohetzad,drowned inthought,
dismissed the assembly, and remanded the cri-
minal to prison.

The neat day was the fifth visier’s turn,
and accordingly he went to the palace, deter-
mimed to hasten the erisis of the bloody scence
which had been so often delayed.  Sire, said
he to the Ling, before speaking to your ma-
jesty of any other buginess, it is my duty to
represeat to you the imminent danger you
run, in delaying the punishment which you
ought to mtlict on this son of the chief of the
robbers.  The law which condemins him is
clear.  Every subject who looks upon a wo-
man is liable to death; and I cannot reflect
without horror that he hath dared to look
cven upon the queen. Respect for the throne
hath had no weight with this rash seducer !
What law will not hereafter be violated, if
the transgression of that, whose authority I
now urge, should remain unpunished? The
people, fjustly alarmed at the consequences,
expect from your majesty a signal instance of
severity. The voice of the people is the voice
of God. This wise i)rccept, known in all ages,
acquires, particularly at present, the force of
a command.
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Bohetzad felt his resentment, at the affront
which he thought he had received, rekindle
within him, and blamed himself for having he-
sitated too long in avenging it. He ordered
the criminal to be brought before him, with
the instruments of punishment. I have lis-
tened to thee too long, said he to him, as
soon as he appeared.  Thy words are artful
and falsc : thy crime is proved, and thou art
about to lose thy life.

I have committed no crime, replied Aladdin;
and my innocence secures me the protection
of Heaven. It belongs to the guilty to trem-
ble: as for me, I am calm. It is impossible
for them to escape punishment; and with
whatever success their malice may flatter
them, yet I forewarn them, that, sooncr or
later, they shall experience the lot of King
Dabdin and his visier.

Here are new characters still upon the
scene, replied Bohetzad. What lessons can
they give us, that relate to thee ?

The Story of Ruvia, or the Resigned.
SIRE, continued Aladdin, Dabdin, a power-

ful monarch, had two visiers, one of whom
was called Zorachan, and the other Caradan.
Zorachan had a daughter exquisitcly beauti-
ful, to whow he had given the name of Ravia.
Her virtues equalled her personal accomplish-
ments, and were built upon the firm founda-
tion of religion. Shec was a faithful rm(’cssor
of the religion of Mahomet, singularly attach-
ed to the study of the divine Koran, and strict
in the performance of the prayers prescribed
by it. King Dabdin fell in Jove with her,
purely by reputation, and asked her in mar-
riage from her father Zorachan, The mi-
nister asked permission to propose the mat-
ter to his daughter, and the king agreed, on
condition that it should be brought to a
speedy issue,

When the visicr communicated the mo-
narch’s intention to his daughter, Father,
replied Ravia, I feel no inclination for mar-
riage. Were two uncqual alliances offered
me, I should, without hesitation, prefer that
which seemed below what 1 might justly pre-
tend to, being certain that in this case my [ms-
band would not marry another woman beside
myself. If I become the wife of the hing, I
shall only share his bed with others, and shall
be reduced to the humiliating condition of
a slave to my husband. I have not strength of
mind to bear such mortification and rival-

ship.

Babdin smiled at this reply of the lady,
when it was reported to him by Zorachan. It
was expressive of the sentiments which may
be supposed natural to a woman of sense and
delicacy. The discovery that she was posscss

125

sed of these qualities was not calculated to
diminish the monarch’s passion. Go, said he
to the visier, tell your duughter that my pas-
sion is too ardent to leave any room for her
fears, and that she must become my wife.
Zorachan went to intimate the prince’s orders
to Ravia. Father, replied she, in affliction
and despair, I prefer death to the sucrifice
which you require. I had rather live with
the wild beasts of the desart than yield to
this tyrannical violence. Let me scck a re-
treat there. The great prophet will watch
over m'y safety. Zorachan, when he consi-
dered the king’s orders, and hisdaughter’s firm-
ness, knew not how to act. At last, however,
paternal tenderness determined him to escape
with Ravia, and to carry with hiin his most
recious cffects. They mounted the best
Jorses in his stables, and, with a few slaves
to attend them, set out together for the de-
sart.

Dabdin was no sooncr informed of their
flight than he pursued them with & numerous
party. Some of his officers rode forward on
fHleet horses, to trace the fugitives. The vi-
sicr and his daughter were overtaken, and
seized. Dabdin arrived, and, with a blow of
his dubour, crushed Zorachan to the ground,
scized Raviz, carried her back to the palace,
and forced her to accept the hand that had
shed her father’s blood.  The melancholy
Ravia, resigning herself to her fate, concealed
in her heart the horror which she felt at bein
compelled to become the wife of her fnther’g
murderer. Her attachment to her dutics, her
piety, and the religious complexion of her
mind, were sources of consolation to her ; and
although an habitual mclancholy hung over
her heart, yct the gentleness of her charac-
ter, and the charms of her persoun, gained her
every day more and more the affection of her
iuhuman husband ; so that it soon became
impossible for him to live out of her sight.
lllc was, however, soon obliged to part from
her.

An enemy appeared on the frontiers, and
threatened to invade the kingdom.  Dabdin,
with martial ardour, put himsclf at the head
of his troops, and went to face the danger.
At his departure he entrusted the reins of

overnment to his visicr Cuaradan, in whom
he had the fullest confidence. Take care,
said he at the same time, of my wife Ravia:
i'ou know that she is the dearest possession
| have in the world: prevent her wishes, and
do cvery thing to gratify themw : the slight-
est comlplaint from her shall cost thee thy
head. T empower thee to command in my
absence, and subject all to thine authority,
Curadan felt himself highly flattered by the
confideuce of his covercign, especially in so
far as it respected Ravia, But he was curious
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to sec with his own eyes that prodigy of beau-
ty, of whom the king appeared so jealous.
gcing now master of all till the king should
return, he soon found means to give himself
that satisfaction. But no sooner did he sec
his master’s wife than he fell desperately in
love with her, and his passion deprived him
both of rest and renson. Surely, said he to
himself, this queen is a native of Heaven: her
beauty is divine : she is more dozzling fair
than the stars in the sky : cost what it will,
I must enjoy her.  She 1s a woman, and, like
any other woman, susceptible of passion : et
me attempt to move her heart. In this inten-
tion he wrote to her as follows ; Madam, the
love which T have conceved for you has re-
duced me to a terrible state, Grant me, 1

ray you, but an iterview of a few moments.
Yf your compussion refases this much, the un-
happy Curadan must cense to ive, The queen,
confounded at the msolence of thns tctter,
sent it immediately back, with the followmg
unswer:

Visier, the kg has honoured you with hig
unbonnded confudence: st becomes yon 1o
serve him with a degzree of fidhity and obe
dience proportoned to his esteem There
will be greater propricty m yow sending let-
ters of this nature to your wite + fulfil the du-
ties of a furthiul husband to her: and weare
yourself that such another act of impradince
on your part will mtalhibly cost you your
head.

This reply made Carndan recollect limself.
The quvcu’~ prudence and moderation, m-
stead of calming s fears, alatmed hwm the
most sensible namner. She s devout, sad he,
and may, from a motve of rehgion, reveal nny
cnme to the king. My hte s therefore in
danger. She has sent bach i letter . Finast
make awny with the person who carrad g
and, as she has no other evidonee o winst mie,
1 must rumn her, to save myselt. Tu the mean
time, the gqueen, m the natural benevolence
of her disposition, sent to mguire atter the vi-
sier’s health,  She learned that he was obh-
ged to keep his bed. She did not, howeser,
mgme this indisposition to be the effect of
his unxicty about a crioue wlich he was pre-
paring to comunit.

Dabdin, victorious avcr his cnemices, return-
ed in triumph to his court.  Caradan was
amongst the first to congratulate hin on s
success, and, at the same thne, gave a satis-
fuctory account of all that had passed during
his nmjesty’s absence. But the artful Caradan
remained silent upon one point, till he was
pressed for an explanation. He then repre-
sented, that he could scarcely help considering
it as a breach of the confidence with which he
had been honoured, if, notwithstanding his
respect for the queen, he found hunself obli-
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ged to offer complaints against her conduct : —
that, under pretence of feigned devotion, she
violated botl: the obligations of religion and
the ties of conjugal duty; polluting, by her
lasciviousness, that bed into which, by an ex-
traordinary preference, none but she had been
admitted.” Have you witnesses of this ? said
Dabdin, trembling.

I could not at first give faith to the report,
replied the mmister, but I have unhuppily
come to witness it with my own eyes. Within
a few days after your majesty’s departure I re-
ceived secret notice of the crimmal corres-
pondence from one of the queen’s women. I
was by her introduced, through a back pas-
sage, mto the mner apartments of the palace,
and placed near the window of Ravia’s closet.
I looked throuzh the window, and there wit
nessed the mfidehity of your queen, whom I
saw prostitute her person to the base Aboil-
car, her father Zorachan’s slave. At the
heannz of these particulars, the king's fury
burst throuch the con<tramt which he had
thus far mamtamed over himself.  Visier,
sard he to Caradan, let the arcumstances of
this mfamous treason be buried, of possible,
m sec. ey and oblivion, Throw Aboilear into
a dungeon, and < nd my chief cunuch hither.
The visier obeved hus sovereren®s orders, and
brought the eunuch. Slave, saud the monarch,
obey my connmands, and brimx me instantly
the head of the queen. At so unexpected an
order, the cunuch, whose piessing situation
did not adunt of his makiag any reply, felt
himeelf m-tantancously moved by an emotion
which he could not restram, and said to the
King, Sire, 1t 1s not for me to mguire into the
motives of so rigorous an order: I must sup-
pose 1t gust - But Ravia s your favourite wife,
your queen: a punshment of this nature in-
theted upon her would sully your glory, and
might exerte suspraons dishonourable to your
magesty’s dlustrious name, . Would not your
muwyesty rauther send her to the desart ? “She
cannot hve there without a miracle, and mi-
racles Heaven never performs in behalf of the
gutlty.  The hing yiclded to these reasons,
and acquiesced m what the eunuch had pro-
posed.  That officer put the queen upon a ca-
mel, which he drove limself, not forgetting,
however, some provision of food.

That cunuch was a good mussulman, and
Knew the queen’s regard to the duties of reli-
gon, and her punctuahity in the performance
of her stated prayers.  He could not, there-
fore, behieve that she was guilty of the small-
est fault, and, in this conviction of her inno-
cence, he treated her with all the respect and
attention which her virtues deserved. After
a journey of several days, he found a narrow
pla.n at the foot of a rock, from which flowed
a rivulet that had formed a pool. Considering
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this as the safest and least incommodious
place in which he could leave her whom he
was compelled to expose to the dangers of
the desart, he caused her to alight from the
camel, prepared a small cell for her in the
hollow of the rock, depositing in it the scanty
share of provisions which now remained to
him, and, with his eyes bathed in tears, took
leave of the unfortunate lady. Stay, said
Ravia, who had hitherto kept «ilence: can
you leave me without informmg me for what
reason I am brought to die in these desart
places, the resort of monstrous and savage
animals! The emmuch related what orders
he had received, without conccaling the pre-
vious orders, so much more severe, or the
mcans by which he had been happy enough
to procure their revocation, Are you inform-
ed, said the queen, of the cause of my dis-
grace ? He replied that he was not.

The queen thanked him for his attention,
his respect, and the pains he had taken to
preserve her life. T shall employ what re-
mains of it, added she, in prayine for you.
Calumny has no doubt imposed upon the
king with respeet to me.  If the veil wlich
emvers his eyes be ever withdrawn, tell him,
thou wise and virtuous man, to put ashes on
his head for the assassination of my father,
If his penitence disarm not Divine Justice, it
must sooner or later overtake him. By ba-
nishing me to this desart, hie has only removed
a victim from the arms of a parnicide. 1
grieve for him, and for all who have becn
concerued with him in that barbarous deed,
and m the ivhuman treatment which he at
first meant to mflict upon me.  But, even in
my misery, I have obligations to him. T can-
not but thank him for having placed e where
Imay contemplate the wondrous works of Gad,
of which so hietle 15 to be discovered in the pa-
laces of hinzs. Here she stopped, and the
slave mournfully departed, lamenting the fate
of his queen.

Ravia was thus left alone in the nudst of
the de art; if that could be sobtude to a soul
like hers, armed with patience and re-igna-
tion, and capable of holding communion with
God, by meditation and prayer.  Somctanes
she rested in one cavity of the roch, some-
tiunes in another, and helped out the scanty
supply of provisions which had been left her
with the addition of roots and wild fruits,
content, as if she had wanted nothing, in a
situation where she was almost destitute of
cvery thing. When any wild beast happened
to pass that way she easily avoided 1t, by re-
tiring quietly 1to a subterraneous cavern,
and closing up the entrance behind her. Thus,
while the savage animals roared without, at
finding themselves disappointed of their prey,
the unfortunate lady blessed Heaven for be-
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stowing on man courage, strcngth, and ingenui-
ty, to assist himn in time of distress.

One day, us she was offering up her ado-
ration and homage to her Creator, at the en-
trance into one of her caverns, with her face
turned to the south, she was perceived at a
distance hy the master of King Kassera’s cae
mels, who was seching, in that part of the de-
sart, for some ot those anunals which had
straved from him,

The man, astonished at so rare a beautyin
so strange a situation, had the curiosity to
ask who she was, and by what chance she had
heen led into that desart place ! Mussulinan,
answered she, you behold in me the slave of
God and of the holy prophet. By their sa-
cred pleasure 1 have been banished into this
desart, and I will serve them allmy life.  The
camel-driver soon felt his heart inflamed with
love for this pious beauty, and offered her
his hand, with a share of lis small fortune,
and every convenience that it was in his pow-
cr to supply.

Generous man, replied Ravia, T would
serve God, not man; yet I am willing to owe
something to your beneficence.  These rocks
afford me a sure and convenent retreat, but
1 am in danger of wanting water, for in a few
duys this brook will be dry.  Carry me to
somre plice where [may find the same shelter,
and at the same time a pure and inexhausti-
ble spring, to quench my thirst, and furnish
water for my daily ablutions, I know sucha
place, replied the camel-driver, but it 1s at a
good distance from hence, and unless you
mount my camcl, it is impossible for you to
endure the fatizue of travelling thither. The
conductor made his camel knecl; Ravia
mounted.  He in a short time brought her
within sisht of a fine spring, with caverns in
an adjoinmy 1ock, more convenient than those
which she had Icfe; and, after giving her all
the provisions that he had remaining, address
ed her thus:

Madum, 1 sm tiaster of the camels of King
Kassera, the most powerful monarch in the
cast,  He 15 so passionately fond of camels,
that he will suffer none to feed them but
himsclf. 1 have unluckily lost three of these
favourite animals, and 1 dare not return to
him ull they are found, lest I shonld be put
to death. You, madam, whose fcrvent prayers
are surely heard on high, pray Heaven, 1 be-
seech you, to mane me recover what 1 have
lost.

Worthy man, replied the solitary beauty,
you have performed an act of charity to me,
for which you shall be rewarded. Seck for
your camelz, and you shall certainly find them,
Upon this the camel-driver, confiding in the
promise, went away to seck his camels. At
4 small distance he found them, and returned
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joylully towards the city, reflecting how hap-
y he had been in meeting with that fair un-
nown lady. caine, as usual, to visit
his camels. Their keeper related his adven-
ture, which had been so happily terminated,
by means of the young devotee. The mo-
narch, curious to certify so extraordinary a
fact, mounted his horse, ordered a proper
train of attendants to accompany him, and set
ont with the muster of his cumels to that
part of the desart which he had mentioned.

It was now noon. Ravia was at prayer
upon the green turf, by the brink of the
spring. Her eyes and hands were lified up
to heaven; her hair floated on her shoulders ;
the radiance of her complexion, and the beau-
ty of her features shone like the lily in the
vale. She was absorbed in meditation ; so
that the king had time to druw near, and ex-
amine her beauty unobserved.  She appear-
ed to him greatly above the praises of so in-
different a judge of beauty us his camel-dri-
ver.  Addressig her respectfully, therefore,
Beautiful Iady, snid he to her, would it be in-
discreet in me to request you to tell me who
you are, and what you are doing herc? You
see a scquestered devotee, a servant of God;
and I am here fur the purpose of worshipping
him. You are unwilling, I sce, added the
monarch, to make yvourself known. I will
not be so reserscd with respect to you. But
afier this instance of confidence on my part,
1 hope you will agree to the proposal T am to
mahe you. 1 um Kassera, hing of the hings
of the east; aud in offering you my henrt
and my hand, 1 think 1 render you that ho-

mage which s worthy of us both.

Sire, rephed Ravia, 1 did not think that
the most powerful monarch in the world
would have stooped #0 low as to matry nwo-
man wandering m the desart, where every
thing bears witness of her indigence and low
rth. T have too much respeet for human
greatness, to raise my expectations to the
throne. Do not refuse me, madani : you are
safe from any violence from me; but I am
not so from the lively impression which your
virtues and benuty have made upon my heart.
You disduin wy grandeur, and trom this mo-
ment 1 myself make a voluntary sacrifice of
it, to pass my life with you in this desart,
and to serve here the cternal God and his
haly prophet.

"The first orders which Kassera gave were
proofs that he spoke with sincerity. He
made two tents be , one for himself,
and another for Ravia, and stored them with
provisions which he brought with him. Ra-
via felt the value of the sacrifices Kassera
had made, and the delicate manner in which
he had acted. She reflected on the loss that
his subjects would sustain, if he renounced
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the government, and on the distress of his fa-
milygoand endeavoured to dxvertt_be monarch
from this unlucky design ; and with this view
ke as follows to the slave who brought her
food : —His majesty does metoo much honour,
said she to him ; yet I cannot accept his of-
fers, My ambition is fullkguhﬁed in ser-
ving the oternal God.  But Kassera has duties
to fulfil. He is the representative on earth
of him whom T adore,—the dispenser of his
justice and clemency: he ought to make him-
self be loved and feared by his subjects, whose
happiness depends on the wisdom of his go-
vernment. Besides, this monarch has wives
and a family, which have claims upon him
still more sacred ; and he is not permitted,
without violating the laws both of nature and
cquity, to bury himself in this desart. Do
you, who appear to possess his confidence,
inform him of my uneasiness, and represent
to him the obstacles which religion forces me
to lay in his way.

‘The slave discharged the commission with
which he was entrusted, and brought back, as
the king’s answer, that being conscious of
many faults, he would endeavour to obtain
the pardon of them, by embracing the life of
u penitent,

On learning the final resolution of Kassera,
Ravia was at a loss what step she ought to
take. At length, after mature deliberation,
she thought she ought to sacrifice herself to
the wlory of a nation whose ruin was unn-
voudable, if deprived of a leader so wise and
respectable. She demanded an interview with
the hing, in the tent that was allotted to her.
He repaired thither. 1 wait vour orders with
subinsion, said Kassera to her.

Sire, rephed the beautiful stranger, it is not
from distrust that 1 have concenled my name
from your majesty, but because I was sin-
cerely desirous to end my days in this soli-
tude. The resolution which you have taken
disconcerts m?' designs. A monarch so great
and renowned, a King so dear to his subjects,
and a futher so affectionate and kind to his
family, cannot with innocence give up his
duty and his obligations; and I would have
to reproach myself with ruining your domi-
nious by my obstinacy. I must restore a
monarch to his people. Therefore, in re-
turn for the sincere and advantageous offers
with which you have condescended to honour
e, I accept your hand, as soon as this union
can confirm the happiness of your subjects.
But it is now time to make myself known.
She then gave a faithful relation of her mis-
fortunes, and a detail of her life, since her
first escape with her father Zorachan, down
to the unjust prejudice which had devoted
her to this savage desart. I felt but little un-
eaginess, continued she, in my solitude, con~
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eerning the reputation I had left behind me ;
but having now become the wife of an illus-
trious king, it is of consequence to his glory
to justify his choice ; it is of consequence to
us both that the world be convinced of my
innocence. King Dabdin is a vassal and tri-
butary of your crown; order him to repair
to your court, with Caradan his visier, and
the chief of his eunuchs. I must not be seat-
ed on your throne, before I am clearly justi-
fied respecting the odious imputations which
have drawn upon me so much miscry.

Kassera felt the justice of her demand, and
was pleased with iler delicacy. He ordered
a most magnificent litter to be brought from
his" capital, and they soon returned to the pa-
lace.  An apartment was allotted to her,
which was rich, commodious, and more spa-
cious than any of those which his other fa-
vourites occupied. A number of officers,
;md slaves of both sexes, were eager to serve
her.

Immediately after his return, Kassera dis-
patched an order to King Dabdin, to his vi-
sier Caradan, and to the chief of the eunuchs,
to repair to him instantly, The officer in-
trusted with this message commanded a con-
siderable detachment, and was to enforee obe-
dience without delay.

While Ravia enjoyed, in a frightful desart,
the repose and poace inseparable from her
soul, the unhappy Dabdin could find no rest,
even in the lap of pleasure: Life had no
sweets for him, since the cruel banishment of
his spouse.  Caradan never fell asleep with-
out being troubled with the most dismul
dreams: No time could sooth their uncasi-
ness.

Dabdin was in this situation when the or-
ders of Kussera were intimated to him.  Ca-
radan was alarmed at the maunner in which
they were to be executed, and was torn with
remorse. He was, however, obliged to tuke
the road, along with the king his wmaster,
whose uncasiness was cqual to his own, ig-
norant of the cause which could have drawn
upon thein so severe an order.
the eunuchs was the only one who made this
journey without fear. At length they wrri-
ved at the court of Kasscra.

This monarch impatiently waited for then
in his apartment, together with Ravia, who
thus addressed Caradan :—

Visier, you must recollect me! I am Ra-
via, formerly the spouse of thy master, whon
thou bast unjustly calumniated by thy reports.
Thou hast betrayed thy duty to God, to thy
sovereign, whose confidence thou didst pos-
sess, and to me, who ought to have become
the object of thy after having forgot-
ten the audacity of thy proposals. Thou alonc
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hast committed all these crimes. Respect
truth, if thou hast yet strength and courage
to do so; and seek not, by vain shifts, to
draw down upon thy head the just anger of
Heaven.

The confounded Caradan exclaimed, in the
bitterness of his soul, Your innocence, ma-
dam, is written in your countenance, as guilt
is written on mine.  After I had urged you,
in vain, to yield to my passion, an evil spirit
took possession of me, and—Ah! Wretch !
interrupted Dabdin, no punishment is too
great for thy crime ! The vengeance of Hea-
ven cainnot spare thee.

Kassera cnjoyed the triumph of the inno-
cent Ravia. But addressing himself to Dah-
din, w ho was enraged against Caradan, Prince,
said he, your visier is not the only guilty per-
son here 5 you yourself are to blame.  [hose
who are intrusted with the government of
others should know how to govern them-
sclves.  They ought not to be rash in judg-
meut, and much less in private revenge, They
should treat the accused with respect, and ne-
ver condemn them without being heard.
They ought minutely to examine the accu-
sers and the witnesses, and to weigh the evi-
dence with cquity.  They ought to distrust
every thing, tlmt they muy bring every thing
to light.  Your behaviour has been rash, and
your conduct is a disgrace to royalty,  But
although I am your master, I must not be
your judge. There is one here, better inform-
ed, and wiser, to whom 1 leave the trial of
your cause, and that of your visier, and who
will pronounce sentence upon it.

It is you, madam, added he, speaking to
Ravia, who shall be intrusted with this office.
The Jaw, which you study continually, will
speak through your mouth.

Sire, replied she, the duty which you im-
pose upon me is difficult to fulfil.  But if, in
this case, the law must speak, hear its voice
inthedivine Alcoran :—Every wilful mur der-
er must diey, i Lhe same mauner in which he
Las cominetied the crome.  King Dabdin, who
is now in your majesty’s presence, murdered
my father, his ancient and faithful servant ;
and presuming that I was guilty, he devoted
me to death, without giving himsclf’ time for
reflection : In this manner, he is liable to the
application of the law. The visicr Caradun
sought my death, that he might get rid of
the evidence of his criminal audacity. On
his slanderous imputation, I was conducted
to the desart, and abandoned there: He
must go thither and take my place. The pro-
tecting arm of the Prescrver of men guarded
me from every danger. The favour of Maho-
met, and your goodncss, sire, have made in-
nocence triumph, He who does good soou-

I
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cr or later reccives his reward, but the euilty
never can cscape punishment.  The chief of
King Dabdin’s cunuchs was only the instru-
ment of his master’s will, but he hath rights
to claim by the law. Ie was generous and
feeling. He procured a change of my sen-
tence from death to bunishment ; in which,
at the huzard of his own safety, he furniched
me with assistance and food, and treated me
with humanity and compassion.  His heart
was conscious of my innocence, while it was
ersecuted by others, who were more en-
ightened.  Thus have I explained the facts
and the law, but it is for you to pronounce
the sentence,

Kaseern u{mn this ordered Dalxdin to exc-
cution, by the strohe of the dabour @ Cara-
dun was exposed in the desart ; and the chief
of the cunuchs was honoured with the title
of prince.  He was decorated at the same
time with the insienia of an order of merit
instituted in his favour, the motto of which
was, To the Rencficent Man. Loaded with
the fivours of the King and the queen, he
continued to live in the palace, where he en-
Joyed the esteem and confidence of all. Kas-
sera found reacon to blees the day of his mar-
riage with Rivia.  1is people celebrated the
marringe with gladness.  The taxes were di-
minished, and plenteous n'ms were distributed
throughout all Persin, They learned, some
time after, that the unfortunate Caradan had
been devoured by the beasts of the desart.

Aladdin paused after reluting this «tory 5
then addressing himself again to Bohetzd,
Sire, said he, your majesty has seen, m the
story of Ravin the resipued, the just distribu-
tion of reward and punshment, the necesaty
of a prince’s suspending his judgment ull he
has received full imformation i every case
Inid before him, and the imposability of his
erring through excessive pradence. How-
ever, sire, Aladdin silently waits your orders,
and respeetfully holds out his head to the
blow with whieh it is threntened.

The monarch being now more than ever
stageered in his determination, and unwilling
to hazard any thing without the most ma-
ture deliberation, again respited the criminal,
and he was conveyed back to prison.

The ten visiers, fearing that their victim
might escape, met aamin net day, and depu-
ted three of their number to the king, to
make the lnst cflort against voung Aladdin.
They represented anew to Bohetzad, that
the dangerous effects of his clemeney were
beginning to shew themselves. The ordinary
orcration of justice, said they, is daily em-
ployed in repressing the rash encroachments
of your subjects upon vhe sanctity of the mar
ringe bed, ~ The guilty refer in their defences
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to the present instance ; and your majesty’s
delays in terminating this affair are so many ar-
cuments which they a(‘lduce‘ in their favour.
We conjure vou therefore, sire, to put a stop
tothis dsorder, which your ministers will soon
be utterly unable to restrain. Bohetzad, asha-
med of his excessive lenity, caused the comp<
troller tobe brought before him. Thou appear-
et at length for the last time, said he, on ghe
stage on which thy blood is tobeshed. Thy
crime has disturbed my peace.  The suspen-
ston of justice sets an unhappy example be-
fore my subjects. Every voice cries aloud
againet thee, and not one offers any thing to-
wards thy justification.  Men, indeed, pursue
my ruin, said Aladdin, without any appear-
ance of confusion. Iam the object of their
hatred and calumny.  But if the Eternal and
his prophet arc on my side, 1 have nothing to
fear from the world.  Heaven protects my in-
nocence, and the executioner’s sword can-
not bereave me of it. It will shine on my
brow, even when my head is severed from my
body. My trust is in God. T expect all
from him, as did King Bhazmant, after his
misfortunes ; whose story T will relate, if your
majesty pleases,

The Story of Bhuzmant, or the Confident
lun.

Tins sovereign being too much addicted
to the pleasures of the table, was one day in-
dulging in intemperate festivity, when his vi-
sier came to inform him that his capital was
besicged by enemes,

Have not | good troops and able generals?
replied the kg, Let all be attended to,
but come not hither to disturb my pleasures,
I shall obey, sire, replied the visier, but con-
sider that the Almighty disposes of thrones,
and that if you invoke not his aid, your power
and wealth will be inwuflicient to support
yours. Bhazmant. regardless of this advice,
sunk back iuto the arms of voluptuousness,
and, notwith<tanding the valour of his sol-
diers, was obliged to flee when he awaked
out of his debauch, as the well-directed force
of the encmy had made them masters of the
city.

The fugitive prince took refuge with one
of his allies, who, bemg his father-in-law and
friend, furnished him with a powerful army,
with which he hoped soon to recover his do-
miunions, and to avenge himself on his ene-
mies. Having full confidence in this assist-
ance, he began his march at the head of these
troops, and proceeded to the capital which
he had lost. But victory again declared in
favour of the usurper. His army was rout-
ed, and he owed his own safety to the swift-
ness and strength of his horse, who, being

5
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pursued by the conquerors, plunged into an
arm of the sea on the way, and carried his
rider safe to the opposite shore.

At no great distance stood a fortified city,
named Kerassin, then under the dominion of
King Abadid. Bhazmant took the way to
that city, and presented himself at the house
appropriated for the reception of poor stran-
gers. He learned that King Abadid had
his residence in Medinet-Ilahid, the capital
of the hingdom : he therefore continued his
Jjourney thuther, arrived, and demanded an
audience of the sovercign, which was imme-
diately granted him. His figure and aspect
prepossessed the monarch in his favour. e
put various questions to him concerning his
condition in life, his country, and the circum-
stances which had brought him to Medinct-
Ilahid.

l‘wns an officer of distinction, answered
he, in the court of King Bhazmant, and was
warmly attached to that prince. That un-
fortunate monarch has wost probably fallen
in his last battle with the usurper of his do-
minions, to whom my daty and gratitude per-
mit me not to attach mysclf.  Being, there-
fore, to choose a new master, I come to offer
myself and my services in the first place to
your majests,  Abadid, who was a man of
prudenceand penetration, conceived a finvour-
able opinion of the stranger, who had with ~o
much franhness oftered him his services. He
made him liberal presents, and assigned hiun
n distinguished place among the officers of
his court.—Bhazmant might have been plea-
sed with his new situation, if he could have
banished from his mind the remembrance of
his former fortune, and could have forgotten
that he had lost a kingdom,

A ncighbouring power was at that time
threatening Abadid with an imvasion of lus
dominions.  That prince put himself in a
posture of defence, and used erery proper
precaution, that he might be enabled to re-
pulse the encmy.  He took arms himself, and
proceeded out of his capital, at the head of a
numerous army.  Bhazmant commanded the
van-guard. The two armies joined battle.
Abadid and Bhazmant behaved as expericn-
ced generals, distinguished themselvesby pro-
digies of valour, and the encmy were totally
defeated.

Bhazmant extolled to Heaven the high
deeds and the skilful plans of King Abadid.
Sire, said he, with an army s0 well discipli-
ned, and conductedso skilfuﬁy, you might con-
%uer the most formidable nations upon earth,

ou are mistaken, replied the sage monarch:
without God’s assistance I should not be
able to resist the feeblest animal in the crea-
tion: it is only by trusting in him that we
wun be enabled to exert our strength and
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courage to advantage, to plan our enterprises
with prudence, and to preserve that presence
of mind which is necessary in regulating all
our operations. If' 1 had not made my re-
course to him, my hands must have been
weak, however apparently strong.

I am convinced of the truth of what you
say, replied Bhazmant. The misfortunes
which I have myself suflered are an cminent
proof of it.  False prudence has induced me
to conceal from you hitherto my name and
mistortunes.  You behold before you the un-
happy Bhazmant, whose too high confidence
in his own strength hindered him from using
the proper means of maintaining himself up-
on his throne. At this acknowledgment
Abadid was greatly surprised, and endeavour-
ed to excuse himself to Bhazmant for the re-
ception which he had given him.  How could
you hnow me, replied the dethroned prince,
when shame and confusion kept me silent 2
Could you read upon my forchead a charac-
ter which the justice of Heaven had eflaced 2
Great hing, added he, embracing him, T owe
to your generosity a particular detail of my
crrors 3 favour me with your attention. Bhaz-
mant mmediately proceeded to relate  his
story.

Dear brother, said Abadid to him, after
hearing what he had to say, humble not
yourself before a man who long cherished the
sinte prejudices, and was corrected only by a
series of misfortunes similar to yours. 1 have
not been wiser than you.  We should tahe
instruction {row our misfortunes. T once pus
my confidence in my own strength and capa-
city, but, at the head of a numerous army, I
wits routed by an encmy who had only a
handful of men to oppose to me, Thus con-
strained to flee, 1 retived to the mountaing
with fifty men, who would not abandon me.
Providence led me to the cell of a dervise,
who had devoted himself entirely to the ex-
crerse of religion.  Ie pointed out to me the
sources of my misfortunes,  He told me that
iy enemy trusted in God, and had therefore
been enabled to attack me with success;
wherean that I trusted in iy lance and my
battalions, and in my audacious temetity had
neglected my duty, and given no orders that
did not tend to mislead. Put your confi-
dence, said he, in him who rules all here be-
low; and if his arm be interposed in your be-
half, five hundred men will be enough for the
recovery of your dominions. The words of
the sage inade a stronyg impression upon me:
1 looked to Heaven, and with a salutary con-
fidence in the goodness of the Almighty, re-
turned towards my capital. My encmy was
blinded by prosperity. He hul forgotten,
amidst voluptuous indulgence, those sage

principles to which he was indebted for hus
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success. Every thing had the appearance of
tranquillity throughout his domunions: he
thought himself secure in the possession, and
neglected to maintain his urmy in force. {
arrived unexpectedly onc cvening. I ran
straight to the palace, with my few fol-
lowers, whose numbers were, however, aug-
mented by persons who crowded among them
out of curiosity. That ... ... ...
came, within the gates of the palace, a for-
midable army. Dismay and terror marched
in our train.  The usurper had hardly time
to make his escape; and next day I found
myself re-established on my throue, and in
the peaceful possession of my dominions,
'l&lis narrative of Abadid’s adsentures pro.
duced an entire change npon the sentiments
of Bhazmant. You have inspired me, said
this prince, with a confidence ke your own:
I shall soon learn to repose my trust in the
same Being who helped you.  Ouly God and
his great prophet can replace my crown upon
my head : T will tuke no other means to re-
cover it but the very same by which you suc-
ceeded.  He immedintely took lease of Aba-
did, and proceeded to a desart, through which
he was to pass before reaching his own do-
minions,  Having put lus coufidence in the
Sovereign Arbiter of human fate, and implo-
ring in prayer the protection of Providence, he
went on till he reached the summit of a hill,
There, overcome by fatirue, he lay down, fell
asleep, and saw a vision i adraam, A voree
seemed to <ny, Bhazimaat, God has heard thy
prayers he aceepts thy penitence, March on,
void of fiar.  The prince magined this the
voice of his guardian angel, snd hastened on
to his capitul, Hurdly had he reached the
fronticrs of lus hingdom, when he met a par-
ty of his wort faithful subjects. They Ined
in atent, and were ready to retire to some
other asyhu, whenever the tyranny of the
usurper should pursue them thither. With-
out mahing himselt” known, he cutered into
conversation with them, and told them that
he was journeying towards the cautal, They
wished to divert hon from his purpose, de-
scribing the avenuces to the city as danzerous,
and represeating to him that fear and suspie
cion were seated on the throne,and that stran-
gers who wpprouched were thouzht to be e-
missaries from Bhazuiant, and habk to be cut
off by the tyrant. Do vou then remember
rour former monarch with regret ? asked he,
ing certain that they could not recognise
him.. Ah! replicd they, would to Heaven
that our worthy wmonarch were here! He
would find a sanctuary in the hearts of all his
subjects, and an hundred thousand arms to
vindicate his cause. ‘The monster that de-
posed him, confiding presumptuously in his
strength, sacrifices ntfll to his lawless desires,
and, at the slightest alarm, has recourse to
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the sword of the exccutioner. He is wrong,
replied Bhazmant, to trust in his army. The
best support of kings is the favour of the Most
High. ~For my own part, led thither asIam,
by no other motives except the desire of gain-
ing knowledge by travel, yet knowing that
while I have Divine Providence to protect me
none can do me hurt, I will, without fear, ap-
] - BN 1 O
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sary prcc::utions occasion to be considered as
danacrous.  We conjure you to do no such
thinz, replied those people, in a tone of con-
cern. Do not give us a new evil to weep for.
Since you are so good a mussulman, wait pa-
tiently till the justice of Heaven strike the
tyrant.  The moment cannot be far distant,
ﬁ)r he has filled up the measure of his crimes.
If men re-ist him not, vet must the columns
of s palace fall down'to crush han to death.
Bhazmunt hearing the-e words, fuit his hopes
revine.  He threw oft his disruise, and made
himself known to them as their monarch, At
the same instant those faithful subjects, who
had for his sake lett ther country, cast theme
selves at his feet, kissine his hands, and bath-
ing them with their tears. A part of the
warriors composed a guard to defend his per-
son, while the rest spread themselves through
the country, to give notice of his happy return,
and to form a combination for his support.
He had soon a formidable army ready to ad-
vance to the capital.  The tyrant was de-
throned, and Bhazmant resumed the reins of
cmpire, amidst the joyful acclumations of his
whole people.

Aladdin thus concluded his story, yet not
without adding to it some retieetions of s
own.  You sce, said he to Bohetzad, how
Bhazmant regmned possession of his throne
without other assistance than that of Heaven.
My throne, sire, is my innocence; and I be-
lieve, with as much certaiuty as if I were in-
spired from above, that my innocence shall be
fully vincdicated, and that I shall triumph over
my cnewies.  The more the young comptrol-
ler intermixed such wholesome truths with
his narratives, so much the moredid the prince
who heard him relent in his wrath.  He or-
dered the punishinent to be again put oft, and
the criminal to be conducted back to prison.

It was the seventh visier who was next to
renew upon the monarch’s mind those im-
pressions which had hitherto failed of the de-
sired effect.  He came well prepared, bring-
ing with him some seditious papers which had
been posted up in public places, and a list of
the disturbances which he said had been oc-
casioned by the violation of the law, which
his majesty had refused to execute,~leaving,
as he ﬁid, a crime unpunished, of which the
proof was complete, and which appeared of
so flagrant a nature.

These reports, scewingly dictated by disin-
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terested fidelity, renewed Bohetzad’s indigna-
tion. He resumed his first intentions, and
ordered the criminal to be again brought be-
fore him, 1 have hesitated weakly, said he.
Thy death is necessary to the tranquillity of
my empire. Hope no longer for pity or de-
lay. Sire, replied Aladdin, there can be no
crime which, in some circumstances, may not
deserve tobe pardoned. I have, indeed, com-
mitted & crime, in drinking of a liquor, the
qualities of which were unknown to me, till
it occasioned a momentary suspension of my
rcason. But surcly such a crime as this can-
not render me an unfit object of your majes-
ty’s pardon.  Tam incapabie of the crime la:d
to my charee. Sovercigns, sire, hold one
noble privilege from Heaven, that of interpo-
sing thetr clemency upon proper oceasions. If,
after mature consideration, your majesty shall
have rescued one innocent person from un-
merited punishment, will it not be such ano-
ther glorious act as if you had raised a person
from the dead ? An act mayoften appear strict-
Iy just which is at bottom a picce of despotic
tyrauny. How noble is it to pardoun an of-
fence ! He who has streneth of mind to do so
sooucr or later obtains his reward, as did Ba-
harkan,

Aladdin perceiving Bobetzad inclined to
listen, then procecded to relate the apologue
to which he had alluded.

The Story of Baharh=ny the Intenporate.

BABARKAN sacrificed every thing to his pas-
sions, and, in order to gratify them, plunged
into every excess of tyranny.  He never par-
doned even the appearance of acrime ; so that
involuntary fuults were punished no less than
avowed transgressions.

Being one day at the chace, one of his of-
ficers inadvertently let fly from his bow an
arrow, which he was holding prepared. It
struck the ear of the king, and unfortunately
carried it off.  Baharkan, in his fury, ordered
the offender to be brought before him, and
his head to be struck off. - As soon as the un-
happy voung man was in his presence, having
heard the sentence of death pronounced by the
monarch, he spoke to him thus :—

Sire, the fault T have committed was un-
premeditated on my part ; it was the cffect
of the fatality of the stars. I throw myseclf
on your clemency. I implore your pardon.
1t will be meritorious in the sight of God, and
approved of by men. In the name of the Hea-
venly Power which hath put the sceptre into
your hands, I entreat for pardon, and your ma-
jesty will one day receive your reward.  This
prayer softened the hard heart of the king,
and, contrary to the general expectation, the
young officer obtained his pardon.
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His name was Tirkan. He was a young
prince who had fled from his father’s court,
in order to escape the punishment of a fault
which he had committed. After huving wan-
dered unknown from kingdom to hingdom, he
had at length settled at the court o' Bahar-
kan, where he obtained employment. Ho
still remained there for some time after the
accident which had befallen him. But his
father having discovered the place of his re-
treat, sent i his pardon, and conjurcd him
to return to him, He did this in so affection-
ate and paternal terms, that Tirkan, trusting
in his father’s goodness, immediately depart-
ed. Iis hopes were not deecived, and he
was re-established in all his rights.

King Baharkan desiring one day to amuse
himselt with pearl-fishing, fitted out a vessel,
which he went on board, with a design to
coast along the shores of his kingdom in
search of pearls.  An unexpected storm soon
drove the ship into the open sen; it becume
the sport of the winds and the waves ; and,
stripped of all its rigeing, it soon ran a-ground
on an unknown shore, and was dashed to
picces agninst the rocks which surronnded it.
The whole crew perished ; and  Buharkan
alone was saved from shipwreck by a plank,
which he had had the good fortune to luy
hold of.  Fortunately he landed on the do-
minions of the monarch whose son had shot
away his car, and whom he had pardoned
this involuntary fault.  Night began to de-
scend when Baharlan landed. He wanted
neither courage nor vigour, and therefore took
the first road that presented itselfy, which led
toa large fortified city.  But as the gates had
Jst been shut, he was forced to wait without
tll next day, and to pass the night in a neigh-
bouring church-yard.

Day began to appear, and the gates were
opencd.  The first persons who came from
the city found at the gate of the church-yurd
a man who had been murdered. Baharhan
was coming out of it at the same time.  The
efforts he had made in the evening to reach
the coast with his plank had given him some
slight wounds, from which the blood was still
trichling.  This proof appeared sufficicut in
the eyes of the by-standers: he wis tahen
for the murderer, and carried to prison.

I'here this unfortunate prince, left to his
own reflections, thus said to himeclf: 1lea-
ven chastises thee, Baharkan ! Thou wast
cruel, vindictive, and inexoruble. With thee
humanity had no value  Thou sacrificedst
thy brethren on the slightest suspicion.  Be-
hold thyself now on a level with the vilest
of mortals. Thon hast mct with no more
than thy desert! As he rendered this terrible
justice to himself, he perceived in the‘air u
vulture, which hovered above the prison, inthe
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court of which he was walking. Hc instinc-
tively took a flint, and threw it, with great
force, at the bird, which avoided the stroke ;
but, in falling, the stone accidentally struck
the same Prince Tirkan who formerly had
carried off his ear by the stroke of an arrow.
It wounded him exactly on the ear, but not
so severely as Baharkan had been.  Pain for-
cedacryfromthe young prince, which brought
all his courtiera around hirm.

The king ordered a search to be made, in
order to discover the person who had thrown
the stone. Buhurkan was accused by his fel-
low-prisoners of picking up and throwing it.
He was bronght before the monarch, who
condemned him to lose his head, since, be-
sides this, he believed him to be the murderer
of the man who had been found assassinated
near the charch-yard.  The executioner of
justice had alrendy tahen off the turban which
covered him, and was drawing the sword from
it seabbard, when the king, examining atten-
tively the head which had just been uncover-
ed, perecived that it wanted an ear. It ap-
pears, said he to the criminal, that this is not
your first attempt. For what crime have you
been already condemned to lose an ear?

Baharkan having assumed a manly spirit
rince his misfortunes, replicd with boldness,
Sire, if' 1 have committed crimes, I owe no
account of them but to Heaven 3 and till it
should have determined te punish me, human
Justice had no right to inflict it. 1 have been,
m one word, your cqual. 1 was a king, The
car which T want was unfortinately carried
oft by an arrow, which escaped from the bow
of one of my officers, whose nume was Tirkan.
Fmpelled by the fiest emotion of anger, 1 con-
demued him to death. He besought my par-
don, and obtained it. My name is Baharkan,
~Tirkan, without giving him time to finish,
had already thrown himselfinto his arms. He
recomnised at once his ancient master, and
his deliverer.  Buharkaw, far from being pu-
nished, was treated as o king, and an unfortu-
nate one.  He related the adventure which
had lended him in the dominions of Tirhan’s
father.  The latter commmicated to him his
own, and especially the unfortunate accident
which bad wounded Baharkan. Recollect,
sire, continued he, that when 1 solicited your
pardon, I presumed to promise that God would
shew you the same Kindness which you dis-
covered to me.  He has done <o, and by my
futher’s hand, when you were incircumstances
similar to mine.

After these mutual explanations, the two
monarchs embraced, in expression of their
mutual good will and esteem. Baharkan soon
embarked for his own vominions, in a well
appomted fleet, and with an army of fifty

ousand men, commanded by Prince Tirkan.
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Thus, added Aladdin, was Baharkan re-
warded for his clemency, in a case where he
had been personally offended. Heaven not
only returned his forbearance by a similar
favour in similar circumstances, but, while he
was restored to his subjects, he was inspired
from ahove with all the virtues that can serve
to form an accomplished prince; and in order
to the good government of his dominions, he
was cver after careful to maintain due go-
vernment over himself.

This story, and the reflections with which
it was accompanied, renewed Bohetzad’s he-
sitation : he amain deferred the execution,
and sent the comptroller back to prison. He
pronounced this last order so faintly, that his
courtiers were alarmed.  Their conspiracy
against Aladdin was revived, with new keen-
ness 3 and it was determined that the ten vi-
siers should all together demand audience of
the king. The danger winch threatened them,
if Aladdmn should succeed in justifying him-
self, appeared so pressing, that they deter-
mined to leave nothing untried to accom-
plish his destruction.

They repaired next morning to the palace;
and he whos¢ eloquence was allowed to be
the most persuncive, spoke in name of the
rest.  If his majesty might be told so much,
the villain storv-teller, whose arts seemed to
impo~¢ upon him, owed his success in gaining
on his majesty’s compassion to his skill in
magic.  But it became a wise monarch to
guard aminst an illusion, injurious alike to
the laws, to religion, to morals, to the glo-
ry of the throne, and to the public weal.
Licentiousness would overleap all bounds, if
50 atrocious a crime should escape unpu-
nished. —The other visiers jomned their voices,
and spoke, each of his own disinterestedness,
zeal, and tidelin, - Desperate and wiched ar-
tifice, they saild, were equally displayed in an
attempt to defile the royal bed, and to ruina
queen as virtuous as she was beautiful. Al
justice and order was confounded, if such a
crime was to pass unpunished.  Bohetzad
could not resist the unanimous advice of his
visiers ¢ his jealousy and resentmient were re-
newed, and he again ordered the crimmal to
be brought before him,

Aladdin made his appearance in chains,
The king instantly called out, Behead that
wretch ! The ten visiers scemed ready to im-
pel the arm of the executioner ; and while
they were striving who should be first, Alad-
din found time to speak.

Behold, sire, said he, how vour is