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PREFACE.

It has been justly observed by the Prince of Poats,
‘t}mt,, '
: L The proper study of Maukmd is Man.”

_ It is with a view to promote and facilitate this important
study, thaf the Editor of the preséni work submits to the
; public a series of lives of those individuals who have been
dnstmgmshed by any extraordmary mrcumstames from the;
mass of ‘saciety. ;

- Tt embraces authentic biographical accounts of persons
remarkable for longevity, size, strength, habits, and man-
ners; adventures, virtues, and vices; in short, of all such-
as have acquired celebrity or notoriety, by dwintmg mate- :

- vially from the general course of human existence. g

As the mind is naturally ¢ drawn to the contemplation of
uncommon obJects thls work cannot fail to afford to the
carious an abundant source of gratification. The reader-
‘who delights in the fictions of romance will find in the
follomng pages, incidents aqua.lly aswms“hmg with those
which have been wont to charm ; while the lover of u'uth(
“may rest assured that nothing is recorded but what jis

;a(zrixsﬂy consomt 10 his principles; representing, without
‘Won, snch chn;ram.ers as have really existed, and such
events as have actm!ly happened 1t reflects the image of
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the most supnsing human phenomena, of the grestest
prodigies, in every age, and in every country, that have
&vmmuded the particular notice of their conwmpora.ﬁé&.

" ’The embellishments are in a style so novel and pleasing,

' to warrant the assertion, that neither labour nor expence

has been spared in the execution of the work, to render it
worthy of a place in every library.

Tax Ep1rox.
Lowpan, 1842,
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WONDERFUL , CHARACTERS.

THE WISE MAN.

mpir, whose name was Rightson,
life at or. near. Sedgefield in
. He removed to Stokesley, in
r 1807,and occupied a thatched
. “of that town, professing for a
short time, theVisteriggary Art, and keeping a small shop
for the sale of gingerbread; &c.  “At this period, he was
about 45 years old, equi‘;zged‘ in the garb,.and had the
appearance described in the portrait attached. Although
conscious of his ignorance gs a farrier, rumours of the
wonderful cures he performad spread far and wide, and
in course of time discdyeritig the gullibility of the coun-
try people, he thoughfiche*&uld turn - his attention to

something more profitabl e
“ Trinity ‘Fair” held at

In the year 1808,
Stokesley the Saturda fore Trinity term, the Wise

Tazr subject of this
spent the early part
the county of Durt
Yorkshire, about the ¥
cottage at the

Man, for by that term he Was'afterwards designated, ap-
red coat, white waistcoat,
kings, a drab hat, his face
on, and his long brown

-%\win;*&:e ever and anon
d#, “looking much more
a?’ . itian

eared in the market place 1t i
glack small clothes, white'
highly coloured with verm
hair streaming over his fa
kept rubbing down with his ]
like a maniac than the term npglie

From this time his impositions we
public. o
_ He now_assumed the character of Fortune-teller, and
recoverer of stolen property, for which purpose he kept
in his cottage a darﬁ room, where he heﬁi secret confer-
ence with his victims, muttering some unintelligible.
jargon from an ancient folio volume in black letter, and
directing them how to iro'ceed in the matter, concern-
ing which they sought his advice. ’

actised on the
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Many unaccountable tales are told of this extraordin-
ary individual, as for instance, telling persons whom
he had never before seen, what particular marks were
on their bodies, charming fevers and other diseases from
men and cattle by the most ridiculous means, and re-
storing property that had been lost for years.

One instance of his sapient sagacity out of many, we
will relate—A love-sick girl who had her basket well
stored with groceries, &c. wishing to hold converse sweet
with the object of her affections, on her way from the
market, deposited her basket behind a fence until she
breathed a prayer into the ear of her paramour, on re-
turning to the (flace, found the basketand contents had
taken wing and flown away. The girl immediately re-
turned to consult the wise man, who on hearing the ar-
ticles described, agreed for a certain fee, to restore all the
lost treasure, except a bottle of spirits. The poor girl
;)aid him the money and went home with a light heart—

t need scarcely be added that he himself conveyed away
the basket, and was witness to the happy meeting of the
girl and her lover. This odd character was found dead
in a post chaise, by an officer who had him in charge
to convey him to the House of Correction, at Northal-
lerton, whither he had been committed for an assault.

PEG NICHOLSOY.

TroMas NicuoLson, father of the subject of this biegra-
phy, was by trade a barber, eccentric in dress and man-
ner, and proverbially sullen. He had four sons and
four daughters, of which Margaret Nicholson, was his
fourth child, bgrn December 9th, 1745, When arrived
at womanhood, she was a tall stout made person, and
lived some time as servant with William Kitching Sped-
ding, Esq. on the south side of the market place in
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PEG NICHOLSON. 11

Stokesley; the same house in which subsequently the
popular Mr. Newton, Wesleyan minister, spent some
part of his early life.

During the former part of Peg’s servitude with Mr.
Spedding, she was a quiet and active girl, but afterwards,
and not long before%er journey to London, she is said
to have flourished a carving knife, over her master,
when her temper was a little ruffled ; the same, in all
probability, which was aimed at the person of George
the Third, as it is believed she'took the weapon of of-
fence, on her departure from Stokesley.

On arriving in London, and finding it equally impos-
sible to live there as at her native place, without habits
{:f industry, she writes to a female acquaintance as fol-
OWS ;e

“I am determined to side the King. He eats and
drighs all that othéfig should have; when I have des-
troyed the King, I will receive and pay all.”” This at
onoe proves her aberration of mind.

‘Inthe month of August, 1786,” W. Kenny Esq. in
his abridgment of Goldsmith’s England, says, ¢ An at-
tempt was mede by one Margaret Nicholson on the hife
of his niaqu& as he was ali;ﬁngrfrom his:carriage at
the gate of, 8f.’ James's palace. This woman had been
observed tg-iwait the king’s arrival for some time, and,
previons to the appearance of the carriage, had taken her
Btnti&n, betu;fen it:w&:omm that wl;erebunk:;wn t;f her.

n the sight o ‘capriage, she begged, with some
' th hindeyed from deli-

vering a mpd &g majesty, , As: the king was
alighting, ghe puished forward; and présented a paper,
which his majesty received with great condescension.
At that instant she struck a concealed knife at the king’s
breast, which his majesty happily avoided by bowing as
he received the paper. As sll)me was making a_second
thrust, one of the yeomen caught her arm; and, at the
same instant, one of the kin‘ags footmen wrenched the
knife out of her hand. His majesty, with amazing tem-
per and fortitude, exclaimed, ¢ I have received no inju-
ry! Do not hurt the woman; the poor creature appears

to be insane.” She was afterwards sent to Bethlehemr
Hospital, .
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WILLIAM EMERSON.

Wirriam Eugrson was born at Hurworth, a pleasant
village, about three miles from Darlington, in the coun-
ty of Durham, on the 14th of May, 1701. The precep-
- tor- of his early years was his own father, of whom he
learned writing and arithmetic, and dprobably the rudi-
ments of Latin. 'After having studied mathematics with
much ardour under able masters, at Newcastle and York,
he returned to Hurworth, and again benefited by the
knowledge of his father, who was a tolerable master of
the mathematics. Some degree of Emerson’s celebrity
may be attributed to the treatment which he received
from Dr. Johnson, rector of Hurworth, whose niece he
had married. The doctor had engaged to give five hun-
dred pounds to his niece, who lived with him, as a mar-
riage portion; but when reminded of the promise, he
chose to forget that it had been made, and treatgd our
young mathematician as a person beneath his notfce.
The pecuniary disappointment Emerson (who had en
independent spirit, and whose patrimony thofigh" niot
large, was equal to all his wants) would easily have sur-
mounted, but the contemptuous treatment stung him to
the soul. He immediately went home, packed up his
wife’s clothes, and sent them to the doctor, saying, that
he would scorn to be beholden to such a fellow for a

rag. o
%{e was & person:of very singular habijts, and his
dress extremeg' grotesque; which with his character for
profound learning, and knowledge more than human,
occasioned the illiterate to consider him as a cunning
man or necromancer, and various stories have been re-
lated of his skill in the black art. Besides his mathe-
matical works, he was a great contributor to the Lady's
Diary, under the signature of * Merones.” L
He departed this life on the 21st of May, 1782, an
- was buried in the church-ysrd of his native village
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DANIEL LAMBERT.

Our immortal bard, in delineating the character of
Falstaff, has rendered the corpulent knight remarkable
for wit and ingenuity, in direct contradiction to the pre-
valent opinion, that excessive bulkiness in the human
form is a general sign of weakness and stupidity. Not-
withstanding the physical reason assigned for this opinion
we have many instances that the mind is not always af-
tected by a more than ordinary weight of body. Quin,
who some years ago personated the above-mentioned
character, was remarkably facetious though remarkably
corpulent. The subject of this memoir, however, is
perhaps the most extraordinary instance ever heard of,
where an uncommon magnitude in the corporeal system
was united with a greater portion of intellectual capacity
than commonly falls to the lot of many.

Daniel Lambert was born on the 13th of March, 1770,
in the parish of St. Margaret, at Leicester. From the
extraordinary bulk to which he had attained, the reader
inay naturally be disposed to inquire, whether his pa-
rents were persons of remarkable dimensions. This
was not the case, nor was any of his family inclined to
corpulence, excepting an uncle and an aunt on the fa-
ther’s side, who were both very heavy. The former died
during the infancy of Lambert, in the capacity of game-
keeper to the Earl of Stamford, to whose predecessor
his father had been huntsman in early life. The family
of Mr. Lambert, senior, consisted, besides Daniel, of
another son, who died young, and two daughters of the
comwmon size. g

The habits of young Lambert were not in‘any respect
different from those of other young persans till the age
of fourteen. Even at that early period he was strongly
attached to all the sports of the field. This, however,
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was only the natural effect of a very obvious cause, aid-
ed probably by an innate propensity to those diversions.
We have already mentioned the profession of his father
and uncle, and have yet to observe, that his maternal
grandfather was a great cock-fighter. Born and bred,
as it were, among horses, dogs, cocks, and all the other
appendages of sporting, in the pursuits of which he was
encouraged, even in his childhood, it cannot be matter
of wonder that he should be passionately fond of all those
exercises and amusements which are comprehended un-
der the denomination of field-sports, as well as of racing,
cocking, and fishing. .

Brought up under the eye of his parents till the age
of fourteen, he was then placed with Mr. Benjamin
Patrick, in the manufactory of Taylor and Co. at Bir-
mingham, to learn the business of a die-sinker and en-
graver. This establishment, then one of the most flou-
rishing in that opulent town, was afterwards destroyed
in the riots of 1795.

Owing to the fluctuations to which all those manufac-
tures that administer to the luxuries of the community
are liable from the caprices of fashion, the wares con-
nected with the profession which had been chosen for
young Lambert ceased to be in request. Buckles were
all at once proscribed, and a total revolution took place
at the same period in the public taste with respect to
buttons. The consequence was, that a numerous class
of artisans were thrown out of employment, and obliged
to seek a subsistence in a different occupation. Among
these was Lambert, who had then served only four years
of his apprenticeship.

Leaving Birmingham, he returned to Leicester to his
father who held the situation of keeper of the prison in
that town. Soon afterwards, at the age of nineteen, he
began to imagine that he should be a heavy man, but
had not previously perceived any indications that could
lead him to suppose he should ever attain the excessive
corpulence for which he was distinguished. He always
possessed extraordinary muscular power, and at the time
we are speakfng of, could lift great weights, and carry
five hundred weight with ease. Had his habits been such
as to bring his strength into action, he would doubtless
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have been an uncommonly powerful man.

His father having resigned the office of keeper of the
prison, young Lambert succeeded to the situation. It
was within a year after this appointment that his bulk
received the greatest and most rapid increase. This he
attributed to the confinement and sedentary life to which
he was obliged to submit, which produced an effect so
much the more striking, as, from his attachment to spor-
ting, he had previously been in the habit of taking a
good deal of exercise. Though he never possessed any
extraordinary agility, he was still able to kick to the
height of seven feet, standing on one leg.

About the year 1793, when Lambert weighed thirty-
two stone, he had occasion to visit Woolwich in com-
pany with the keeper of the county gaol of Leicester.
As the tide did not serve to bring them up again to Lon-
don, he walked from Woolwich to the metropolis with
much less apparent fatigue than several middlesized men
who were of the party.

The inhabitants of Leicester are remarkable for their
expertness in swimming, an art which they are encou-
raged to practise by their vicinity to the river Soar.
From the age of eight years Lambert was an excellent
swimmer ; and such was his celebrity, that for many
years all the young people in his native town, who were
learning to swim, resorted to him for instruction. His
power of floating, owing to his uncommon bulk, was so
great, that he could swim with two men of ordinary size
upon his back. He used to relate, that on these occa-
sions, when any of his young pupils manifested any ti-
midity he would convey them to the opposite bank of
the river from that on which they had laid their clothes,
and there leave them to find their way back as well as
they could. By these means they soon acquired that
courage which 1s so indispensably necessary to the at-
tainment of excellence in the art of swimming.

Lambert’s father died about five years after his son’s
appoiritment to be keeper of the prison, which office he
held till Easter 1805, ~In this situation he manifested a
disposition fraught with humanity and ‘henevolence.
Whatever severity he might be under the necessity of
exercising towards the unhappy objects committed to his
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care during their confinement, he never forebore to
make the greatest exertions to assist them at the time of
their trials. Few left the prison without testifying their
gratitude, and tears often bespoke the sincerity of the
feelings they expressed. His removal from the office
was in consequence of a wish, on the part of the magis-
trates, to employ the prisoners in the manufacture of the
town. Asa proofof the approbation which his con-
duct had merited, they settled upon him an amnuity of
500 for life, without any solicitation whatever; and,
what was still more gratifying to his feelings, this grant
was accompanied with a declaration, that it was a
mark of their esteem, and of the universal satisfaction
w‘;irich he had given in the discharge of the duties of his
office.

Sach were the feelings of Mr. Lambert that he ab-
horred the very idea of exhibiting himself. Though he
lived exceedingly retired at Leicester, the fame of his
uncommon corpulence spread over the adjacent county
to such a degree, that he frequently found himself not
a little incommoded by the curiosity of the people,
which it was impossible to repress, and which they
were continually devising the means of gratifying in
spite of his reluctance.

Finding, at length, that he must either submit to be a
close prisoner in his own house, or endure all theincon-
veniencies without receiving any of the profits of an
exhibition, he wisely strove to overcome his repugnance,
and determined to visit the metropolis for that purpose.
As it was impossible to procure a carriage large enough,
he had a vehicle constructed expressly to convey himto
London, where he arrived, for the twenty-second time,
in the spring of 1806, and fixed his restdence in Pic-
cadilly.

His apartments there had more the air of a place of
fashionable resort, than of an exhibition; and, as long
as the town continued full, he was visited by a great
deal of the best company. The dread hefelt on coming
to London, lest he should be exposed to indignity and
insult from the curiosity of some of his visitors, was
soon removed by the politeness and attention which he
universally experienced. There was not a gentleman in
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town from his own county, but went to see him, not
merely gazing at him as a spectacle, but treating him
in the most friendly and soothing manner, which he de-
clared was too deeply impressed upon his mind ever to
be forgotten.

The spirit of politeness which always prevailed in the
presence of Lambert, was such as was, perhaps, never
observed on a similar occasion, and it was a custom with
his visitors to take off their hats. It is, however, but
natural to suppose that among the numbers who chose
to gratify their curiosity, some few exceptions should
oceur.

This great personage had the pleasure of receiving
people of all descriptions and of all nations. He was
one day visited by a party of fourteen, eight ladies and
six gentlemen, who expressed their joy at not being too
late, as it was near the time of closing the door for the
day. They assured him that they had come from
Guernsey on purpose to convince themselves of the ex-
istence of such a prodigy as he had been described to be
by one of their neighbours who had seen him; adding,
that they had not even one single friend or acquaintance
in London, so that they had no other motive whatever
for their voyage.—A striking illustration of the power of
curiosity over the human mind.

Among the numerous foreigners who anxiously wit-
nessed this unequalled spectacle, was Count Borulawski,
the celebrated Polish dwarf, who had acquired an ample
fortune by exhibiting his own person. The great con-
trast of these figures afforded high entertainment to the
spectators. During Lambert’s apprenticeship at Bir-
mingham he went several times to see Borulawski, and
such was the strength of the count’s memory, that he
had scarcely fixed his eyes upon him in Piccadilly be-
fore he recollected his face. After reflecting a moment,
he exclaimed, that he had seen his face twenty years
ago in Birmingham, but it was not surely the same
body. This unexpected meeting of the largest and
smallest men seemed to realize the fabled history of the
inhabitants of Lilliput and Brobdignag, ®particularly
when Lambert rose for the purpose of affording the di-
minutive count a full view of his prodigious dimensions.
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In the course of conversation, Lambert asked what
quantity of cloth the count required for a coat, and how
many he thought his would make him.—** Not many;”
answered Borulawski. “I take goot large piece cloth
myself —almost tree quarters of yard.”-—At this rate one
of Lambert's sleeves was abundantly sufficient for the
purpose., The count felt one of his legs: *“ Ah mine
Got!” he exclaimed : “ pure flesh and blood. I feel de
warm. No deception! I am pleased: for I did hear it
was deception.” Lambert asked if his lady was alive;
on which he replied: *“No, she is dead, and (putting
his finger significantly to his nose) I am not very sorry,
for when I affronted her, she put me on the mantle-shelf
for punishment.”

The many characters that introduced themselves to
Lambert’s observation in the metropolis furnished him
with a great number of anecdotes, which a retentive
memory enabled him to relate with good effect.

One day, the room being rather crowded with com-
pany, a young man in the front made incessant use of
one of those indispensable appendages of a modern
beau, called a quizzing-glass. The conversation turned
on the changes of the weather, and in what manner
Mr. Lambert felt himself affected by them.—* What do
you dislike most ?” asked the beau,—* To be bored with
@ quizzing-glass,” was the reply.

A person asking him in a very rude way the cost of
one of his coats, he returned him no answer. The man
repeated the question with the observation, that he
thought he ha& a right to demand any information,
having contributed his shilling, which would help to
pay for Mr. Lambert’s coat as well as the rest. “Sir,”
rejoined Lambert, “if I knew what part of my next
coat your shilling would pay for, I can assure you I
would cut out the piece.”

After a residence of about five months in the metro-
polis, Mr. Lambert returned in September, 1806, to his
mative town.

From that period to his death he had been chiefly en-
gaged in travelling to the principal towns, where many
thousands beheld with admiration his astonishing bulk.
He was a cheerful companion; possessed a generous
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heart ; and was as fond of rural sports as any man in
England. His game chickens and his dogs, when he
was at home, were his chief amusement, and the Racing
Calendar his study. He died on the 21st of June, 1809,
at Stamford in Lincolnshire, to which place he had tra-
velled the day preceding his death from Huntingdon ;
and on his arrival in the evening he sent a message to the
office of the Stamford News, requesting that, as ‘the
mountain could not wait on Mahomet, Mahomet would
go to the mountain;” or in other words that the printer
would call upon him, and receive an order for executing
some hand bills, announcing Mr. Lambert’s arrival, an
his desire to see company. The orders he gave upon
that occasion were delivered without any presentiment
that they were to be his last, and with his usual cheer-
fulness. He was in bed, fatigued with his journey ;
but was anxious that the bills might be quickly printed,
in order to his seeing company next morning. Before
nine o’clock on that morning, however, he was a corpse.
He was in his 40th year, and upon being weighed a few
days before his death, by the Caledonian balance, was
found to be 52 stone 111bs. in weight (141b. to the stone),
which is 10 stone 111bs. more than the celebrated Bright
of Essex ever weighed. He had apartments at the
‘Waggon and Horses Inn, St. Martin’s, on the ground
floor, for he had long been incapable of walking up
stairs. Nor is this to be wondered at, when it is known
that he measured three yards four inches round the body,
and one yard one inch round the leg, and that a suit of
clothes cost about twenty pounds.

His coffin, in which there was a great difficulty to
place him, was six feet four inches long, four feet
four inches wide, and two feet four inches deep; the
immense substance of his legs made it necessarily a
square case. This coffin, which consisted of 112 super-
ficial feet of elm, was built on two axle-trees, and four
cog-wheels. Upon these his remains were rolled into
his grave, which was in the new burial ground at the
back of St. Martin’s church. A regular descent was
made, by sloping it-for some distance. It*was found ne-
cessary to take down the window and wall of the room
in which he lay to allow his being taken away.
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A tomb-stone, with the following epitaph, has been
erected in St. Martin’s burying ground, Stamford :

“ In remembrance of that prodigy in nature, Daniel Lambert,
a native of Leicester, who was possessed of an excellent and
convivial mind, and in personal greatness, he had no com-
petitor. He measured three feet one inch round the leg, nine
feet four inches round the body, and weighed 52 stone, 111bs.
(141b. to the stone.) He departed this life on the 21st of
June, 1809, aged 39 years. As a testimony of respect, this
stone was erected by his friends in Leicester.”

We shall now proceed to state a few observations re-
lative to the habits, manners, and propensities, of this
extraordinary man.

It is not improbable that incessant exercise in the open
air,'in the early part of his life, laid the foundation of
an uncommonly healthy constitution. Lambert scarce-
ly knew what it was to be ailing or indisposed. His
temperance, no doubt, contributed towards this uninter-
rupted flow of health. His food differed in no respect
from that of other people: heate with moderation, and
of one dish only at a time. He never drank any other
beverage than water, and though at one %eriod of his
life, he seldom spent an evening at home, but with con-
vivial parties, he never could be prevailed upon to join
his companions in their libations to the jolly god. He
possessed in an eminent degree one of the qualifications
that strongly tend to promote harmony and convivi-
ality, having a fine, powerful, melodious voice. It was
a strong tenor, unlike that of a fat man, light and unem-
barrassed, and the articulation perfectly clear.

Lambert's height was five feet eleven inches, and in
June 1805, he had attained the enormous weight of fifty
stone, four ({)séunds. He never felt any pain in his pra-
gress towards his greatest bulk, but increased gradually
and imperceptibly. Before he grew bulky he never
knew wgat it was to be out of wind. It was evident to
all who were acquainted with him, that he had no op-

ression on the ?ungs from fat, or any other cause ; and

r. Heaviside expressed his opinion that his life was as
god as any ether healthy man. He conceived himself

at he could walk a quarter of a mile, and notwithstan-
ding his excessive corpulence, could not only stoop



DANIEL LAMBERT. 21

without trouble to write, but even kept up an extensive
correspondence, insomuch that his writing table resem-
bled the desk of a merchant’s counting-house.

He slept less than the generality of mankind, being
never more than eight hours in bed. He was never in-
clined to drowsiness, either after dinner or in any other
part of the day; and such was the vivacity of his dispo-
sition, that he was always the last person to retire to rest,
which he never did before one o’clock. He slept with-
out having his head raised more than is usual with other
men, and always with the window open.  His respiration
was 8o perfectly free and unobstructed, that he never
snored, and what is not a little extraordinary, he could
awake within five minutes of any time he pleased.

We have already adverted to Lambert’s fondness for
hunting, coursing, racing, fishing, and cocking. He
was likewise well known in his neighbourhood as a great
otter-hunter, and until a few years of his death was ex-
tremely active in all the sports of the field, and though
he was prevented by his corpulence from partaking in
them, he still bred cocks, setters, and pointers, which
he brought to as great, or perhaps greater, perfection
than any other sporting character of the day. At the
time when terriers were the vogue, he possessed no less
than thirty of them at once. The high estimation in
which the animals of his breeding were held by sporting
amateurs, was fully evinced in the sale of the dogs which
he brought with him to London, and which were dispo-
sed of at Tattersall's at the following prices ! Peg, a
black setter bitch, forty-one guineas; Punch, a setter
dog, twenty-six guineas; Brush, do., seventeen guineas;
Bob, do., twenty guineas ; Bounce, do., twenty-two gui-
neas ; Sam, do., twenty-six guineas; Bell, do., thirty-two

uineas ;—Charlotte, a pointer bitch, twenty-two guineas ;

ucy, do., twelve guineas.—Total 218 guineas. Mr.
Mellish was the purchaser of the seven setters, and Lord
Kinnaird of the two pointers.

If Lambert had a greater attachment to one kind of
sport than another, it was to racing, for which he always
manifested a peculiar preference. He wad fond of ri-
ding himself, before his weight prevented him from en-
Jjoying that exercise; and it was his opinion, founded



22 DANIEL LAMBERT.

on experience, that the more blood, and the better a
horse was bred, the better it carried him.

During his residence in London he found himself in
nowise affected by the change of air, unless he ought to
have attributed to that cause an occasional, mcmentary,
trifling depression of spirits in a morning, such as he
had felt on his recovery from inflammatory attacks,
which were the only kind of indisposition he ever re-
membered to bave experienced.

The extraordinary share of health he enjoyed was not
the result of any unusual precaution on his part, as he
had in many instances accustomed himself to the total
neglect of those means by which men in general endea-
vour to preserve that inestimable blessing. As a proof
of this tﬁe following fact is related from his own lips:
before his increased size prevented his partaking in the
sports of the field, he never could be prevailed upon,
when he returned home at night from these excursions,
to change any part of his clothes, however wet they
might be; and he put them on again the next morning,
though they were perhaps so thoroughly soaked, as to
leave behind them their mark on the floor. Notwith-
standing this, he never knew what it was to take cold.
On one of these occasions he was engaged with a party
of young men in a boat, drawing a pond. Knowing that
a principal part of this diversion always consists in sou-
sing each other as much as possible, Lambert before he
entered the boat, walked, in his clothes, up to his chin
into the water. He remained the whole of the day in
this condition, which to any other man must have been
intolerably irksome. At night, on retiring to bed, he
stripped off shirt and all, and the next morning, putting
on his clothes again, wet as they were, he resumed the
diversion with the rest of his companions. Nor was this
all; for lying down in the bottom of the boat, he took
a comfortable nap for a couple of hours, and though the
weather was rather severe, he experienced no kind of
inconvenience from what might justly be considered as
extreme indiscretion,

It would dave been an interesting speculation to try
how far a certain regimen might have tended to reduce
Lambert's excessive bulk, which, however healthy he
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might be, could but be productive of some inconvenience,
besides depriving him of enjoyments to which he was
passionately attached.

JEFFREY DUNSTAN.

Jerrrey DuNnsTAN, or as he was significantly called
since his appointment to the mayoralty of Garratt, Sir
Jeffrey Dunstan, was found in the year 1759, wrapped
up in a cloth, at the door of a church-warden of the
Parish of St. Dunstan in the East; and from the supe-
riority of the mantle he had on, it is likely he was the
child of some respectable person who did not choose to
own him, which is most probably the case; but certain
it is, no one did ever father him. When Aonour and
fortune smiled on Sir Jeffrey, he never troubled himself,
to search into the secrets of the Herald’s Office, for
family arms; but in opposition to them, formed his own
armorial bearings; which were four wigs, and his crest,
a quart pot, emblematic of his pursuits of life; for he
could not resist, at times, the temptations of London ;
and he seemed to agree with a late learned senator, that
the publicans in London, seemed to show their pots in
the streets, as much as to say ‘“come and steal me!”
Whether our hero ever heard that sound vibrate in his
ears, we are not informed ; but sure it is, he unwarrant-
edly made rather too free with them; and for which of-
fence he was kept in durance vile: hence the meaning
of his crest; old wigs being his favourite cry through
the streets, it was his wish that they should fill each
quarter of his arms.

Sir Jeffrey was reared in the work-house of the above
parish till of the age of 12 years, when he was appren-
ticed for the term of nine years to a green grocer ; which
time he did not serve out; but ran away to Birmingham,
where he worked in several factories; and the hard
labour there, contributed to add to his peculiag deformity.

Our hero again appeared in London, in the year 1776;
and we believe soon after entered the holy bands of ma-
trimony, with a fair nymph of the purlieus of St. Giles’s,
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by whom he had two daughters, who were really fine
women ; Sir Jeffrey was fond of his progeny, whom he
ealled Miss Polly and Miss Nancy ; and they always re-
turned the compliment, by calling him Paia. He was
remarkably dirty in his person, and always had his shirt
thrown open, which exposed his breast to public view ;
and often accompanied by his daughters.

The Court Kalendar does not inform us when Mr.
Dunstan received the honour of knighthood ; but we
believe it was on the death of Sir John Harper; which
was about the time of the celebrated contest for West-
minster, in 1784, between Hood, Fox, and Wray ; for
in the spring following he was upanimously elected
Mayor of Garratt ; which seat he kept till his death; he
neither bought the votes of his constituents, nor sold
them; he was pure in politics,—virtuous in his official
capacity !

The cavalcade on his first election was grand in the
extreme, he was drawn in a pheeton, decorated in all the
gaudy splendour of magnificence; in which order they
arrived at Gurratt Lane, an insignificant village in the
parish of Wandsworth; a place which has had the ho-
nour of giving the title of Mayor to the most deformed
and stupid of John Bull’s children.

The money spent during these elections is very great;
according to Grose, the qualification of voting, is in
being able'to swear on a brick-bat, that he has had an
amour in the open air in the fields round Garratt Lane.

Sir Jeffrey in his perambulations had always a sack
thrown across his shoulders, his cry being “Old Wigs;”
hence he was more known in London by the appellation
of ¢ Old Wigs,” than that of the MAYOR oF GARRATT.

He used to sell his portrait and speech about the
streets, of which he was very proud. Another print of
him was published in the character of Dr. Last, which
character he performed at the Haymarket Theatre. -

Sir Jeffrey formed many a good subject for the print
shops; as a ridicule on the politicians and orators of his
day. He was represented standing on a stool, asking
this question, “How far was it from the first of August
to Westminster Bridge ?” :

His death was sudden, in the year 1797,
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BAMFYLDE MOORE €AREW.

BaxrYipe Moork CArew, one of the most extraordi-
nary characters on record, was descended from an
ancient and honourable family in the west of England.
He was born in 1693, at Bickley, in Devonshire, of
which place his father, the Rev. Theodore Carew, was
many years rector. Never was there known a more
splendid appearance of persons of the first distinction at
any baptism in the county, than were present at his.
Hugh Bamfylde, Esq. and Major Moore, of families
equally ancient and respectable as that of Carew, were
his godfathers, and from them he received his two
christian names.

The Rev. Mr. Carew had several other children, all of
whom he educated in a tender and pious manner. At
the age of twelve years, his son, the subject of this
article, was sent to Tiverton school, where he con-
tracted an intimate acquaintance with many young
gentlemen of the first families in Devonshire and the
adjacent counties.

During the first four years of young Carew’s residence
at Tiverton school, his close application to his studies
gave his friends great hopes that he might one day ap-
pear with distinction in the profession which his father
became so well, and for which he was designed. He
actually made a very considerable progress in the Latin
and Greek languages. The Tiverton scholars, however,
having at this time the command of a fine pack of
hounds, Carew and three other young gentlemen, his
most intimate companions, attached themselves with
such ardour to the sport of hunting, that their studies
were soon neglected. One day the pupils, with Carew
and his three friends at their head, were engaged in the
chase of a deer for many miles, just before the com-
mencement of harvest. The damage done to the fields
of standing corn was so great, that the neighbouring
gentlemen and farmers came with heavy cdomplaints to
Mr. Rayner, the master of the school, who' threatened
young Carew and his companions so severely, that
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through fear they absconded and joined a gang of gypsies
who tien happened to be in the neighbo%:%ood. y%‘his
society consisted of about eighteen persons of both sexes,
who carried with them such an air of mirth and gaiety,
that the youngsters were quite delighted with their com-
pany, and expressing an inclination to enter into their
society, the gypsies admitted them, after the perform-
ance of the requisite ceremonies, and the administration
of the proper oaths; for these people are subject to
form of government and laws peculiar to themselves, and
all pay obedience to one chief who is styled their king.

Young Carew was soon initiated into some of the arts
of the wandering tribe, and with such success, that
besides several exploits in which he was a party, he
himself had the dexterity to defraud alady near Taunton
of twenty guineas, under the pretext of discovering to
her, by his skill in astrology, a hidden treasure.

His parents meanwhile lamented him as one that was
no more, for though they had repeatedly advertised his
pame and person, they could not obtain the least intelli-
gence of him. At length, after an interval of a year
and a half, hearing of their grief and repeated inquiries
after him, his heart relented, and he returned to his
parents at Bickley. Being greatly disguised both in
dress and appearance, he was not known at first by his
parents; but when he discovered himself, a scene fol-
fowed which no words can describe, and there were
great rejoicings both in Bickley and the neighbouring
parish of Cadley.

Every thing was done to render his home agreeable,
‘but Carew had contracted such a fondness for the society
of the gypsies, that, after various ineffectual struggles
with the suggestions of filial giety, he once more eloped
rom his parents, and repaired to his former connexions.
He now began to consider in what manner he should
employ himself, The first character he assumed for the
-purpose of levying contributions on the unsuspecting
and unwary, was that of a shipwrecked seaman, in which
he was very sueccessful. He next gave himself out to be
a farmer, who living in the isle of Sheppey in Kent, had
‘the misfortune to have all his lands overflowed, and all
his cattle drowned. Every scheme which he undertoek,
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he executed with so much skill and dexterity, that he
raised considerable sums. So artful were the disguises
of his dress, countenance, and voice, that persons who
knew him intimately did not discover the deception, and
once, on the same day, he went nnder three different
characters to the house of a respectable baronet, and
was successful in them all.

Some time after Carew’s return to the vagrant life, we
find him on a voyage to Newfoundland, from motives of
mere curiosity. He acquired, during his stay, such a
knowledge of that island, as was highly useful to him,
whenever he thought proper afterwards to assume the
character of the shipwrecked seaman. He returned in
the same ship to Dartmouth, where he embarked, bring-
ing with him a dog of surprising size and fierceness,
which he had enticed to follow him, and made as gentle
as a lamb by an art peculiar to himself.

At Newcastle, Carew, pretending to be the mate of a
collier, eloped with a young lady, the daughter of an
eminent apothecary of that town. They proceeded to
Dartmouth, and though he undeceived her with respect
to his real character, she was soon afterwards married to
him at Bath., They then visited an uncle of Carew’s, a
clergyman of distinguished abilities, at Dorchester, who
received them with great kindness and endeavoured, but
in vain, to persuade him to leave the eommunity of
the gypsies.

Again associating with them, his disguises were more
various and his stratagems not less successful. He first
equipped himself in a clergyman’s habit, put on a band,
a large white wig, and a broad-brimmed hat. His
whole deportment was agreeable to his dress; his pace
was solemn and slow, his countenance grave and thought-
ful, his eyes turned on the ground; from which, asifem-
gloyed in secret ejaculations, he would raise them to

eaven: every look and action spoke his want; but at
the same time, the hypocrite seemed overwhelmed with
that shame which modest merit feels, when obliged to
solicit the hand of charity. This artful bebaviour ex-
cited the curiosity of many people of fortune to inquire
into his circumstances, but it was with much reluctance
that he acquainted them, that he had for many years



28 BAMFYLDE MOORE CAREW,

exercised the sacred office of a clergyman, at Aberyst-
with, a parish in Wales, but that the government
changing, he had preferred quitting his benefice
(though he had a wife and several small children), to
taking an oath contrary to his principles. This relation
he accompanied with frequent sighs,and warm expres-
sions of his trust in Providence; and as he perfectly
knew those persons it was proper to apply to, this strata-
gem succeeded beyond his expectations. But hearing
that a vessel, on board of which there were many
quakers, bound for Philadelphia, had been cast away
on the coast of Ireland, he laid aside his gown and band,
clothed himself in a plain suit, and with a demure coun-
tenance, applied to the quakers, as one of those unhappy
creatures, with great success, and hearing that there was
to be a meeting of them from all parts, at Thorncombe
in Devonshire, he made the best of his way thither, and
joining the assembly, with a seeming modest assurance,
made bis case known, and satisfying them by his beha-
viour, that he was one of the sect, they made a consider-
able contribution for his relief. “
With such wonderful facility did he assume every
character, that he often deceived those who knew him
best, and were most positive of his not being able to im-
ose upon them. Going one day to Mr. Portman’s at
Erinson, near Blandford, in the character of a rat-
catcher, with a hair-cap on his head, a buff girdle
about his waist, and a tame rat in a little box by his
side; he boldly marched up to the housein this disguise,
though his person was known to all the family; and
meeting in the court with the Rev. Mr. Bryant, and
several other gentlemen, whom he well knew, he asked
if their honours had any rats to kill. Mr. Portman
asked him if he knew his business, and on his answer-
ing in the affirmative, he was sent in to get his dinner,
with a promise, that after he had dined they would make
a trial of his abilities. Dinuner being over he was
called into a parlour among a large company of gentle-
men and ladies. *Well, Mr. Rat-catcher,” said Mr.
Portman, “can you lay any scheme to kill the rats
without hurting my dogs ?” ¢ Yes, yes,” replied Carew,
1 shall lay my composition where even the rats cannot
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climb to reach it”—‘¢ And what countryman are you #"'—
« A Devonshire man, an’t please your honour.” * What's
your name?’ Carew perceiving, by some smiles and
whispers, that he was known, replied, by telling the
letters of which his name was composed. This occa-
sioned a good deal of mirth, and Mr. Pleydell of St.
Andrew’s Milbourn, who was one of the company, ex-
pressed some pleasure at seeing the famous Bamfylde
Moore Carew, whom be said he had never seen before.
“Yes, but you have,” said he, *“ and given me a suit of
clothes.” Mr. Pleydell was surprised, and desired to
know when it was; Carew asked him if he did not re-
member being met by a poor wretch, with a stocking
round his head instead of a cap, an 0ld woman's ragged
mantle on his shoulders, no shirt to his back, nor stock-
ings to his legs, and scarcely any shoes to his feet, who
told him that he was a poor unfortunate man, cast away
near the Canaries, and taken up with eight others, by a
Frenchman, the rest of the crew, sixteen in number,
being drowned; and that after having asked him some

uestions, he gave him a guinea and a suit of clothes.

his Mr. Pleydell acknowledged, and Carew replied :
‘“He was no other than the expert rat-catcher now
before you.” At this the company laughed very heartily;
and Mr. Pleydell, and several others, offering to lay a
guinea that they should know him again, let him come
1 what form he pleased, and others asserting the con-
trary, Carew was desired to try his ingenuity; and some
of the company following him out, let him know that on
such a day, the same company, with several others,
were to be at Mr, Pleydell’s.

When the day arrived, he got himself close shaved,
dressed himself like an old woman, put a high-crowned
hat on his head, borrowed a little hump-backed child of
a tinker, and two others of a beggar, and with the two
last at his back, and the former by the hand, marched to
Mr. Pleydell's; when coming up to the door he put his
hand behind him, and pinching one of the children, set
1t a roaring, and gave tﬁe alarm to the dogs, who came
out with open throats, so that between the crying of the
child, and the barking of the dogs, the family was suf-
ficiently annoyed. This brought out the maid, who de-
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sired the supposed old woman to go about her business,
telling her she disturbed the ladies. ¢ God bless their
ladyship’s,” replied Carew, “Iam the unfortunate grand-
mother of these poor helpless infants, whose dear
mother, and all they had was burned at the dreadful fire
at Kirton, and hope the good ladies will, for God’s sake,
bestow something on the poor famished infants.” This
pitiful tale was accompanied with tears, and the maid
%oing in, soon returned with half a crown, and a mess of

roth, which Carew went into the court to eat. It was
not long before the gentlemen appeared, and after they
had all relieved him, he pretended to go away, when
setting up a tantivy, tantivy, and an halloo to the dogs,
they turned about, and some of them then recollecting,
from his altered voice, that it could be no other than
Carew, he was called in. On examining his features, they
were highly delighted, and rewarded him for the enter-
tainment he had given them.

Carew s0 easily entered into every character, and
moulded himself into so many different forms, that he
gained the highest applauses from that apparently
wretched community to which he belonged, and soon
became the favourite of their king, who was very old.
This flattered his low ambition, and prompted him to be
continually planning new stratagems, among which he
executed a very bold one on the Duke of Bolton.—Dress-
ing himself in a sailor’s ragged habit, and going to his
grace’s near Basingstoke in Hampshire, he knocked at
the gate, and with an assured countenance, desired ad-
mittance to the duke, or at least that the porter would
give his grace a paper which he held in his hand: but
he applied in vain. Not discouraged, he waited till he
at last saw a servant come out, and telling him he was a
very unfortunate man, desired he would be so kind as to
introduce him where he might speak with his grace. As
this servant had no interest in locking up his master, he*
very readily promised to comply with his request, as soon
as the porter was off his stand; which he accordingly
did, ictroducing him into a hall through which the duke
was to passs He had not been long there, before the
duke entered, upon which dropping on one knee he
offered him a petition, setting forth that the unfortunate
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petitioner, Bampfylde Moore Carew, was supercargo of
a vessel that was cast away coming from Sweden, in
which were all his effects, none of which he had been
able to save. The duke, seeing the name of Bampfylde
Moore Carew, and knowing those names to belong to
families of the greatest worth and note in the west of
England, asked him several questions about his family
and relations, when being surprised that he should apply
for relief to any but his own family, who were so well
able to assist him, Carew replied, that he had disobliged
them by some follies of youth, and had not seen them
for some years. The duke treated him with the utmost
humanity, and calling a servant had him conducted into
an ioner room, where being shaved by his grace's order,
a servant was sent to him with a suit of clothes, a fine
Holland shirt, and every thing necessary to give him a
genteel appearance. He was then called in to the duke,
who was sitting with several other persons of quality.
They were all taken with his person and behaviour, and
presently raised for him a supply of ten guineas. His
grace being engaged to go out that afternoon, desired
him to stay there that night, and gave orders that he
should be handsomely entertained, leaving his gentle-
man to keep him company. But the duke was scarcely
gone, when Carew found an opportunity to set out un-
observed towards Basingstoke, where he went toa house
frequented by some of the community. He treated the
company, and informing them of the bold stratagem he
had executed, the whole place resounded with applause,
and every one acknowledged that he was most worthy of
succeeding to the throne of the mendicant tribe, on the
first vacancy that should occur.

About this time Clause Hatch, the king of the mendi-
cants, died, and Carew had the honor of being elected
king in his stead; by which dignity, as he was provided
with every thing necessary by the joint contributions of
the community, he was under no obligation to.go on any
cruize. Notwithstanding this, Carew was as active in his
stratagems asever; buthehad notlong enjoyed thishonor,
when he was seized and confined as an idle vagrant,
tried atthe quarter sessions at Exeter, and transported to
Maryland ; where being arrived, he took the opportunity,
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while the mgtain of the vessel and a person who seemed
disposed to buy him were drinking a bowl of punch in
a public house, to give them the slip, and to take with
him a pint of brandy and some biscuits, and then betake
himself to the woods.

Travelling by night, and concealing himself by day,
he went on till he was out of danger of pursuit, or being
stopped for want of a pass, and then travelled by day.
His journey was frequently interrupted by rivers and
rivulets, which he was obliged either to wade through
or swim over. At length he discovered five Indians at
a distance; his fear represented them in the most fright-
ful colours; but as he came nearer, he perceived them
clothed in deerskins, their hair was exceedingly long,
and, to his inexpressible joy, he discovered they had
guns in their hands, which was a sure sign of their

eing friendly Indians; and these having accosted him
with great civility, soon introduced him to their king,
who spoke very good English, and made him go to his
wigwam, or house, when observing that he was much
hurt by his collar, the king immediately set himself
about freeing him from it, and at last effected it by jag-
ging the steel of Carew’s tinder-box into a kind of saw,
his majesty sweating heartily at the work. This being
done, he set before Carew some Indian bread and other
refreshments. Here he was treated with the greatest
hospitality and respect; and scarcely a day passed,
in which he did not go out with some party on a
hunting match, and frequently with the king him-
welf.

One day as they were hunting, they fell in company
with some other Indians near the river Delaware, and
when the chace was over, sat down to be merry with
them. Carew took this opportunity to slip out, and going
to the river side, seized one of their canoes, and though
entirely unacquainted with the method of managing
them, boldly pushed from shore, and landed near New-
castle, in Pennsylvania.

Carew now transformed himself into a quaker, and
behaved as if he had never seen any other sort of people.
In this manner he travelled to Philadelphia, meeting
every where with the kindest treatment and the most
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lentiful supply. From hence he went to New York,
vhere going on board a vessel belonging to Captain
Rogers, he set sail for England; and after having pre-
rented his being pressed on board a man of war, by
sricking his hands and face, and rubbing them with
bay-salt and gunpowder, to give him the appearance of
:he small-pox, safely landed at Bristol, and soon rejoin-
ed his wife and begging companions.

Here terminates the narrative of the adventures of
this extraordinary person, who, with uncommon talents
and the greatest advantages, connexions, and interest,
might have figured in the highest and most respectable
walks of life. What became of him afterwards is un-
known, but he is said to have died about the year 1770,
aged 77. ’

JOHN ELWES, ESQ.

Or all the passions that reign in the human breast,
avarice, under certain circumstances, is one of the most
unaccountable. That the man who has once felt the
miseries of poverty, should, on the acquisition of wealth,
exhibit a disposition somewhat more than frugal, cannot
appear surprising. It is but just to ascribe it to solici-
tude to prevent a recurrence of the evils to which he was
once exposed, DBut how shall we explain the existence
of that inordinate propensity to accumulate, which some-
times marks the character of persons, born in the lap of
riches, and succeeding, without any exertion of their
own, to the possession of almost boundless wealth.
Such was the case of John Elwes—a name which has
become proverbial in the annals of avarice—the circum-
stances of whose remarkable life incontestibly prove
that not vast heaps of hoarded gold, or_ widg-extended
possessions, can give happiness and conient to such as
want spirit to make use of them. Who would exchange
the feelings with the scanty fortune of the man of Ross,



34 JOHN ELWES, E8Q.

celebrated by Pope, for the feelings of Elwes, even
, though coupled with his immense property!

The history of Mr. Elwes likewise furnishes an ex-

ample, as memorable as any recorded in history, of the

- inconsistency of man. It shows that the most sordid
parsimony may be combined with the most extravagant
negligence and profusion, and that principles of the
purest honour may be associated with a meanness that is
degrading to the human character. But we shall cease
to anticipate the reflections that will not fail to occur to
every intelligent reader while perusing the following
pages, and introduce in them this extraordinary com-
pound of frailty and excellence.

The father of Mr. Elwes, whose family name was
Meggot, was an eminent brewer in Southwark. He
died when his son was only four years old, so thatlittle
of the penurious character by which he was afterwards
distinguished, can be attributed to his father. The pre-
cepts and example of his surviving parent doubtless ex-
ercised more influence; for though she was left nearly
one hundred thousand pounds by her husband, it is said
that she starved herself to death. Another cause, which
will presently be noticed, doubtless contributed to instil
into the mind of Mr. Elwes that saving principle by
which he was so eminently distinguished.

At an early period of life he was sent to Westminster
school, where he remained ten or twelve years, and
became a good classical scholar; yet it is not a little
extraordinary, that at no future period of his life was he
ever seen with a book, nor did he leave behind him, at
all his different houses, two pounds’ worth of literary
furniture. Of accounts he had no knowledge whatever,
and this may perhaps have been, in part, the cause of
his total ignorance of his own concerns. From West-
minsterschool he removed to Geneva, to complete his
education. Here he entered upon pursuits more agree-
able to him than study. The riding-master of the
academy there had then to boast, perhaps, of three of
the boldegt riders in Europe, Mr. Worsley, Mr. Elwes,
and Sir Sydney Meadows. Of the three, Elwes was
reckoned the most courageous; the young horses were
always put into his hands, and he was the rough-rider
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of the other two. After an absence of two or three
years he returned to England.

At this time his uncle, Sir Harvey Elwes, resided at
Stoke, in Suffolk, the most perfect picture of penury
that perhaps ever existed.

Sir Harvey was a remarkable instance of what tem-
perance can effect. Though given over for a consump-
tion at dn early period of his life, he attained to the age
of between eighty and ninety years. At his death, the
only tear that was dropped upon his grave fell from the
eye of his servant, who had long and faithfully attend-
ed him. To that servant, and to his heirs, he bequeath-
ed a farm of fifty pounds per annum.

Sir Harvey left his name and his whole property,
amounting to at least two hundred and fifty thousand
pounds, to his nephew, who at the time possessed a for-
tune very little inferior. TFor fifteen years previous to
this event, Mr. Elwes was known in all the fashionable
circles of the metropolis. His numerous acquaintance
and large fortune conspired to introduce him into every
society ; he was admitted a member of a club at Ar-
thur’s, and various other clubs of that period. His pas-
sion for play was only exceeded by his avarice, and it
was not till late in life that he was cured of the inclina-
tion. Few men, according to his own acknowledgment,
had played deeper and with more various success. He
once played two days and a night without intermission,
and the room being small, the party, one of whom
was the Duke of Northumberland, were nearly up to
the knees in cards. At this sitting Mr. Elwes lost some
thousands.

No one will be disposed to deny that avarice is a base
passion. It will therefore be the more difficult to con-
ceive how a mind organized like that of Mr. Kiwes,
could be swayed by principles of such peculiar honour
and delicacy as often influenced his conduct: the theory
which he professed, that it was impossible to ask a gen-
tleman for money, he adhered to in practice, and this
feeling he never violated to the last. Had hg received
all he won, he would bhave been richer by many thou-
sands, for many sums due to him by persons of very
high rauk were never liquidated. Nor was this the only
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pleasing trait in his character; his manners were so
gentlemanly, so mild, and so engaging, that rudeness
could not ruffle them, nor strong ingratitude oblige him
to cease the observance of his usual attention.

After sitting up all night at play for thousands, with
the most fashionable and profligate men of the time, in
the midst of splendeur and profusion, he would walk
out about four in the morning, not towards home, but
to Smithfield, to meet his own cattle coming to market
from Theydon Hall, a mansion he possessed in Essex.
There forgetting the scenes he had just left, he would
stand in the cold or rain squabbling with a carcase
butcher for a shilling. Sometimes, if the beasts had not
yet arrived, he would go on in the mire to meet them;
and more than once he has gone on foot to his farm, a
distance of seventeen miles from London, after sitting
up all night.

The principal residence of Mr. Elwes at this period
of his life was at his seat at Marcham, in Berkshire.
Here he had two sons born by Elizabeth Moren, his
housekeeper ; and these natural children, at his death,in-
herited by will the greatest part of his immense property.
He paid frequent visits to his uncle Sir Harvey, and
used to attend him in his favourite amusement of par-
tridge-setting. He always travelled on horseback, and
to see him preparing for a journey was a matter truly
curious. His first care was to put two or three eggs,
boiled hard, into his great-coat pocket, and some scraps
of bread ; then mounting one of his hunters, his next
care was to get out of London into that road where there
was the fewest number of turnpikes. Stopping on these
occasions, under any hedge where grass presented itself
for his horse, and a little water for himself, he would sit
down and refresh himself and his beast together.

On the death of his uncle, Mr. Elwes went to reside
at Stoke, in Suffolk. Bad as was the mansion-house he
found there, he left one still worse behind him at Mar-
cham, of which his nephew, the late Colonel Timms,
used to relate the following anecdote :—A few days after
he went tBither, a great ?uantity of rain falling in the
night, he had not been long in bed before he found
himself wet through, and perceived that the rain was
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dropping from the ceiling on the bed. He rose and
moved the bed; but he had not lain long before he
found that he was just as much exposed as before, At
length, after making the tour of the room with his bed,
he retired into a corner where the ceiling was better se-
cured, and there he slept till morning. At breakfast
he told Elwes what had happened. ¢ Aye, aye,” said
the old man, seriously, “I don’t mind it myself; butto
those that do. that’s a nice corner in the rain.”

On his removal into Suffolk Mr. Elwes first began to
keep fox hounds, and his stable of hunters was, at that
time, considered the bestin the kingdom. This was the
only instance of his ever sacrificing money to pleasure;
but even here every thing was managed in the most
frugal manner. His huntsman led by no means an idle
life: he rose at four every morning, and after milking
the cows, prepared breakfast for his master and any
friends he might happen to have with him; then slipping
on a green coat, he hurried into the stable, saddled the
horses, got the hounds out of the kennel, and away they
went into the field. After the fatigues of hunting, he
refreshed himself by rubbing down two or three horses
as quickly as possible; then running into the house he
would lay the cloth and wait at dinner. This business
being dispatched, he again hurried into the stable to
feed the horses, and the evening was diversified with an
interlude of the cows again to milk, the dogs to feed,
and eight horses to litter down for the night, It may,
perhaps, appear extraordinary, that this man should live
1n his place some years, though his master often used
to call him an idle dog, and say, the rascal wanted to be
paid for doing nothing. Thus the whole foxhunting
establishment of Mr. Elwes, huntsman, dogs, and hor-
ses, did not cost him three hundred pounds a year. In
the summer, the dogs always pabsed their lives with the
different tenants, where they had more meat and less
work, and .were collected together a few days before the
season began.

While he kept honunds, which was for a period of
nearly fourteen years, Mr. Elwes resided almost entirely
at Stoke in Suffolk. He sometimes made excursions to
Newmarket, but never engaged on the turf, A kinduess

R
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which he performed on one of these occasions ought
not to pass unnoticed. Lord Abingdon, who was slightly
known to him, in Berkshire, had made a match for
7000{. which it was supposed he would be obliged to
forfeit, from inability to produce the sum, though the
odds were greatly in his favour. Unasked and unsoli-
cited, Mr. Elwes made him an offer of the money, which -
he accepted, and won his engagement.

On the day when this match was to take place, a cler-
gyman agreed to accompary Mr. Elwes, to see the issue
ofit. They went on horseback; and as they were to set
off at seven in the morning, the gentleman took no re-
freshment, imagining that they were to breakfast at New-
market. About eleven they reached that place, where
Mr. Elwes was occupied in inquiries, and conversation
till twelve, when the match was decided in favour of
Lord Abingdon. His companion now expected they
should move off to the town, to take some breakfast, but
Elwes still continued to ride about. Thehour of fourat
length arrived, at which time the gentleman became so
impatient, that he mentioned something of the keen air
of {:Iewmarket Heath, and the comforts ofa good dinner.
““Very true,” said old Elwes, ““ very true. So here do as
1 do,” at the same time offering him from his great coat
pocket a piece of an old crushed pancake, which he
said he had brought from his house at Marcham two
months before, but that it was as good as new. It was
nine in the evening before they reached home, when the
gentleman was so fatigued, that he could think of no re-
freshment but rest; and Elwes, who in the morning had
risked seven thousand pounds, went to bed happy in the
reflection that he had saved three shillings.

He had brought with him histwo sons outof Berkshire,
to his seatat Stoke, and if he ever manifested a fondmess
for any thing, it was for those boys. But he would lavish
no money on their education, often declaring, that
‘“ putting things into people’s heads was taking money
out of their pockets.” That he was not, however, over-
burthened with natural affection, the following anecdote
appears to prove. One day he had sent his eldest boy
up a ladder, to get some grapes for the table, when, the
ladder slipping, he fell down and hurt his side against



JOBN ELWES, ESQ. 39

the end of it. The boy took the precaution to go up to
the village to the barber and get blooded. On his re-
turn, being asked where he had been, and what was the
matter with his arm, he informed his father that he had
got bled.—“ Bled! bled!” cried the old gentleman;
““ but what did you give?’ “ A shilling,” answered the
boy. “Pshaw!” returned the father, < you are a block-
head ; never part with your blood!”

An inn upon the road, and an apothecary’s bill, were
equal objects of Mr. Elwes’ aversion. The words * give”
and “pay” were not found in his vocabulary; and
therefore, when he once received a very dangerous kick
from one of his horses, who fell in going over a leap,
nothing could persuade him to have any assistance. He
rode the chase through, with his leg cut to the bone;
and it was only some days afterwards, when it was
feared an amputation would be necessary, that he con-
sented to go up to London, and, hard day! part with
some money for advice,

From the parsimonious manner in which he lived, and
the two large fortunes of which he was possessed, riches
rolled in upon him like a torrent; but as he knew
scarcely any thing of accounts, and never reduced his
affairs to writing, he was obliged, in the disposal of his
money, to trust much to memory, and still more to
the suggestions of others. Every person who had a
want or a scheme with an apparently high interest, ad-
venturer or honest, it signfied not, was prey to him.
He caught at every bait, and to this cause must be
ascrjbed visions of distant property in America, phan-
toms of annuities on lives that never could pay, and
bureaus filled with bonds of promising peers and senators.
In this manner Mr. Elwes lost at least one hundred and
fifty thousand pounds.

Thus there was a reflux of some portion of that
wealth which he was denying himself every comfort to
amass. All earthly enjoyments he voluntarily renounced.
When in London, he would walk home in the rain
rather than pay a shilling for & coach; and would sit in
wet clothes rather than have a fire to drye them. He
would eat his provisionsin the last stage of putrefaction,
rather than have a fresh joint from the butcher; and at
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one time he wore a wig above a fortnight which he
picked up out of a rut in a lane, and which had, appa-
rently, been thrown away by some beggar. The day on
which he first appeared in this ornament, he had torn an
old brown coat which he generally wore, and had there-
fore been obliged to have recourse to the old chest of
Sir Jervaise, (his uncle’s father,) from which he selected
a full-dress green velvet coat, with slash sleeves; and
there he sat at dinner in boots, the above-mentioned
reen velvet, his own white hair appearing round his
ace, and the black stray wig atthe top of all.

Mr. Elwes had inherited from his father some pro-
perty in houses in London, particularly about the Hay-
market. To this he began to add by engagements for
building, which he increased from year to year, to a
very great extent. He was the founder of great part of
Marybone; Portman-place, Portman-square, and many
of the adjacent streets rose out of his pocket: and had
not the fatal American war put a stop to his rage for
building, much of the property he then possessed would
have been laid out in bricks and mortar. He judiciously
became his own insurer, and stood to all his losses by
conflagrations. He soon became a philosopher upon
fire; and, on a public house which belonged to him
being consumed, he said, with great composure, ** Well,
there is no great harm done; the tenant never paid me,
and I should not have got rid of him so quickly in any
other way.”

It was the custom of Mr. Elwes, whenever he came
to town, to occupy any of his premises that might ghen
chance to be vacant. In this manner hetravelled from
street to street, and whenever any person wished to take
the house in which he was, the owner was instantly
ready to move into any other. A couple of beds, the
same number of chairs, a table, and an old woman,
comprised all his furniture, and he moved them aboutat
a minute’s warning. Of all these moveables, the old
woman was the only one that gave him any trouble; for
she was afflicted with a lameness that made it difficult
to get her about quite so fast as he chose; and besides,
the colds she took were amazing; for sometimes she was
in a small house in the Haymarket, at another in a great
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house in Portland-place ; sometimes in a little room with
a coal fire, at other times with a few chips which the
carpenters had left, in rooms of most splendid, but fri-
gid dimensions, and with a little oiled paper in the win-
dows for glass. It might with truth be said of the old
woman, that she was ‘“here to-day, and gone to-mor-
row;” and the scene which terminated her life is not
the least singular of the anecdotes recorded of Mr.
Elwes.

He had come to town, and as usual had taken up his
abode in one ofhis empty houses. Colonel Timms, who
wished much to see him, accidentally learned that his
uncle was in London; but how to find him was the dif-
ficulty. In vain he inquired at his banker's and at
other places; some days elaﬁsed, and he at length
learned, from a person whom he met by chance in the
street, that Mr. Elwes had been seen going into an un-
inhabited house, in Great Marlborough-street. This was
some clue to the colonel, who immediately posted to the
spot. As the best mode of gaining intelligence he ap-
plied toa chairman, but he could obtain no information
of a gentleman called Mr. Elwes, Colonel Timms then
described his person, but no gentleman had been seen.
A pot-boy, however, recollected that he had seen a poor
old man opening the door of the stable, and locking it
after him, and from the description it agreed with the

erson of Mr. Elwes; the colonel proceeded to the
Eouse, and knocked very loudly at the door, but could
obtain no answer, though some of the neighbours said
they had seen such aman. He now sent for a person to
open the stable door, which being done, they entered the
house together. In the lower part all was shut and
silent; bnt on ascending the staircase they heard the
moans of a person seemingly in distress. They went to
the chamber, and there, on an old pallet bed, they found
Mr. Elwes apparently in the agounies of death. For
some time he seemed quite insensible; but on same cor-
dials being administered by a neighbouring apothecary
who was sent for, he recovered sufficiently to say that
he believed he had been ill two or three days,  that an
old woman who was in the house, for some reason or
other had not been near him; that she had herself been
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ill; but he supposed she had got well and was gone away."”
The poor old woman, the partner of all his journeys,
was, however, found lifeless on a rug upon the floor, in
one of the garrets,” and had to all appearance been
dead about two days. Thus died the servant, and thus,
had it not been for his providential discovery, would
have perished her master, Mr. Elwes; who, though
worth at least half a million sterling, was near expiring
in his own house of absolute want. ‘

Mr. Elwes hud resided thirteen years in Suffolk, when,
on the dissolution of parliament, a contest appeared
likely to take place for }gerkshire; but, to preserve the

ace of the county, he was nominated by Lord Craven.

1. Elwes consented, only on the express stipulation, that
he was to be brought in for nothing. All he did was to
dine at the ordinary at Abingdon, so that he actually
obtained a seat in parliament for the moderate sum of
eighteen pence. He now left Suffolk, and again went to
his seat at Marcham. He took his foxhounds with him,
but finding that his time was likely to be much employed,

he resolved to part with them, and they were soon after-
wards given away to some farmers in the neighbourhood.
He was chosen for Berkshirein three successive parlia-
ments, and sat as a member of the House of Commons
about twelve years. Though a new man, Mr. Elwes
could not be called a young member, for he was at this
time nearly sixty years of age. But he was in posses-
sion of all his activity ; and preparatory to his appear-
ance on the‘boards of St. Stephen’s chapel, he used to
attend constantly during the races and other public
meetings in all the great towns where his voters resided.
At the different assemblies, he would dance amongst
the youngest to the last, after riding on horseback, fre-
quently in the rain, to the place of meeting. ’
The'honour of parliament made no alteration in the
dress of Mr. Elwes; on the contrary, it seemed to have
atteined additional meanness, and nearly to have reached
the happy climax of poverty, which has more than
once drawn on him the compassion of those who passed
him in the $treet. For the speaker’s dinners, however, he
had one suit, with whieh the speaker, in the course -of
the session, became very familiar. The minister like-
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wise was well acquainted with it; and at any dinner of
-opposition, still was his apparel the same. 'The wits of
the minority used to say, ‘that they had full as much
reason as the minister to be satisfied - with Mr. Elwes, as
he never turned his coat.” At this period of-his life
Mr. Elwes wore a wig. Much about the time when his
parliamentary life ceased, that wig became worn out;
and then, being older and wiser as to expense, he wore
his own hair, which, like his expenses, was very small.
All this time the income of Mr. Elwes was increasing
hourly, and his present expenditure was next to nothing;
for the little pleasures he had once engaged in he had
now diven up. He kept no house, and only one servant,
the huntsman, and a couple of horses, and resided with
his nephew; his two sons he had stationed in Suffolk and
Berkshire, to look after his respective estates; and his
dress certainly was no expense to him; for had not other
geople been more careful than himself, he would not
ave had it even mended.

As Mr. Elwes came into parliament without expense,
he performed his duty as a member would have done in
the pure days of our constitution. What he had not
bought, be never attempted to sell; and he went for-
ward in that straight and direct path which can alone
satisfy a reflecting mind. Amongst the smaller memo-
rials of the parliamentary life of Mr. Elwes may be
noted, that he did not follow the custom of members in
general, by sitting on any particular side of the house,
but sat as occasion presented itself, on either indiseri-
minately; and he voted much in the same manner, but
never rose to speak.

In his attendance on his senatorial duties, Mr. Elwes
was extremely punctual; he always staid out the whole
debate, and let the weather be what it might, he used to
walk from the House of Commons to the Mount Coffee-
house. In one of these pedestrian returns, a circum-
stance occurred which furnished him a whinsical oppor-
tunity of displaying his disregard of his' person. The
night was extremely dark, and hurrying along, he ran
with such violence against the pole” of a Sedan-chair,
that he cut both his legs very deeply. He, as usual,
never thought of having any medical assistance,
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Colonel Timms, at whose house he then was, insisted on
some one being called in, At length he submitted, and
an apothecary was sent for, who immediately began to
expatiate on the ill consequences of breaking the skin,
the %ood fortune of his being sent for, and the peculi-
arly bad appearance of the wounds. “ Very probable,”
replied Mr. Elwes; ‘but Mr.——1I have one thing to
say to you. In my opinion my legs are not much hurt;
now you think they are; so I will make this agreement:
I will take one leg and you shall take ahe other; you
shall do what you please with your’s, I will do nothing
to mine; and 1 will wager your bill that my leg gets well
before your’s.” He exultingly beat the apothecary by
a fortnight.

Mr. Elwes frequently declared ¢ that, after the ex-
perience he had had of public speakers, and members
of parliament, there was only one man, he thought,
could now talk him out of his money, and that was
young Pitt!”

About this time he lost his famous servant of all work,
He died as he was following his master on a hard trot-
ting horse into Berkshire, and he died empty and poor;
for his yearly wages were not above five pounds, and he
had fasted the whole day on which he expired. The life
of this extraordinary domestic certainly verified this
saying, which Mr. Elwes often used : * If you keep one
servant your work is done; if you keep two it is half
done; but if you keep three you may do it yourself.”

For some years Mr. Elwes had been a member of a
card club at the Mount Coffee-house; and by a constant
attendance on this meeting, he, for a time, consoled
himself for the loss of parliament. The play was mode-
rate, and he had an opportunity of meeting many of
his old acquaintancesin the House of Commons; and
he experienced a pleasure, which, however trivial it
may appear, was not less satisfactory—that of enjoying
fire and candle at the general expense,

Mr. Elwes therefore passed much of his time in the
Mount Coffee-house. But fortune seemed resolved, on
some occagion, to disagpoint his hopes, and to force
away that money from him which no power could per-
suade him to bestow. He still retained some fondness
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for play, and imaiined he had no small skill at picquet.
It was his ill luck, however, to meet with a gentleman
who thought the same, and on much better grounds;
for after a contest of two days and a night, in which
Mr. Elwes continued with a perseverance which avarice
will inspire, he rose a loser of a sum which he always
endeavoured to conceal—though thereis no reason to be-
lieve, that it was not less than three thousand pounds.
Some part of it was paid by a large draft on Messrs.
Hoares, and was received very early the next morning.
This was the last folly, of the kind, of which Mr. Elwes
was ever guilty; and it is but justice to the members of
the club to say, that they ever after endeavoured to dis-
courage any wish to play with him.—Thus, while by
every art of human mortification he was saving shillings
and sixpences, he would kick down in one moment the
heap he had raised. Though the benefit of this consi-
deration was thrown away upon him, for his maxim,
which he frequently repeated, always was, *That all
great fortunes were made by saving: for of that a man
could be sure.”

Among the sums which Mr. Elwes injudiciously vested
in the hands of others, some solitary instances of gene-
rosity are upon record. When his son was in the guards
he was in the habit of dining frequently at the officers’
table. The politeness of his manners rendered him ge-
nerally agreeable, and in time he became acquainted
with every officer of the corps. Among these was
Captain Tempest, whose good humour was almost pro-
verbial. A vacancy happening in a majority, it fell to
this gentleman to purchase, but as money cannot always
be raised immediately on landed property, it was
imagined that he would have been obliged to suffer some
other officer to purchase over his head. Mr. Elwes one
day hearing of the circumstance, sent him the money
the next morning, without asking any security. He
had seen Captain Tempest and liked his manners; and
he never once spoke to him afterwards concerning the

ayment; but on the death of that officer, which soon
ollowed, the money was replaced. At this t!me he was
in possession of seven hundred thousand pounds, and
lived upon fifty pounds a year.
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At the close of the spring of 1785, he again wished to
see his seat at Stoke, which he had not visited for some
years; but the journey was now a serious object. The
famous old servant was dead; out of his whole stud he
had remaining only a couple of worn-out brood mares ;
and he himself nolonger possessed such vigour of body
as to ride sixty or seventy miles, with two boiled eggs.
The mention of a post-chaise, indeed! * where was he
to get the money ?” At length, to his no small satisfac-
tion, he was carried into the country, as he had been
into parliament, free of expense, by a gentleman who
was certainly not quite so rich as himself. When he
reached Stoke, once the scene of more active life and
where his fox hounds had spread somewhat like vivacity
around, he remarked, ¢ he Ead expended a great deal of
money foolishly ; but that a man grew wiser by time.”
On his arrival he found fault with the expensive furniture
of the rooms, which would have fallen in but for his son
John Elwes, Esq. who had resided there. If a window
was broken there was to be no repair, but that of a little
brown paﬁer, or piecing in a bit of broken glass; and to
save fire he would walk about the remains of an old
green-house, or sit with a servant in the kitchen. During
the harvest, he would amuse himself with going into the
fields, to glean the corn on the grounds of his own ten-
ants; and they used to leave a little more than common
to please the old gentleman, who was as eager after it as
any pauper in the parish.

On removing from Stoke, he went to his farm at They-
don-hall, a scene of greater ruin and desolation, if pos-
sible, than either of his other houses in Suffolk or Berk-
shire. It stood alone on the borders of Epping Forest,
and an old man and woman, his tenants, were the only
Eersons with whom he could hold any converse. Here

e fell ill, and as he refused all assistance, and had not
even a servant, he lay, unattended, and almost forgot-
ten, indulging, even in the prospect of death, that
avarice which nothing could subdue. It was at this
period he began to think of making his will; as he was

robably sénsible that his sons could not be entitled by
aw to any part of his property, should he die intestate.
On his arrivalin London, he put his design in execution,
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and devised all his real and personal estates to his two
sons, who were to share the whole of his vast property
ually between them.

Soon after this Mr. Elwes gave, by letter of attorney,
the power of managing all his concerns into the hands
of Mr. Ingraham, his attorney, and his youngest son,
who had.been his chief agent for some time. This step
had become highly necessary, for he entirely forgot all
recent occurrences, and as he never committed any
thing to writing, the confusion he made was inexpres-
sible. Of this the following anecdote may serve as an
instance: He had one evening given a draft on Messrs.
Hoare’s, his banker’s, for twenty pounds, and having
taken it into his head during the night, that he had
overdrawn his account, his anxiety was unceasing. He
left his bed, and walked about his room with that fe-
verish irritation that always distinguished him, waiting
with the utmost impatience for the morning; when, on
going to the banker, with an apology for the great li-
berty he had taken, he was assured there was no occa-
sion to apologize, as he happened to have in his hands
at that time, the small balance of fourteen thousand
seven hundred pounds.

However singular this act of forgetfulness may apﬁear,
it serves to mark that extreme conscientiousness which,
amidst all his anxiety about money, did honour to his
character. If accident placed him in debt to any person,
even in the most trivial manner, he was never easy till
it was paid, and he was never known on any occasion to
fail in what he said. Of the punctuality of his word he
was 80 scrupulously tenacious, that no person ever re-
quested better security.

Mr. Elwes passed the summer of 1788 at his house in
Welbeck-street, London, without any other society than
that of two maid-servants. His chief employment used
to be that of getting up early in the morning, to visit his
houses in Mary-le-bone, which were repairing. As he was
there generally at four o’clock in the morning, and of
course long before the workmen, he used to sit down
contentedly on the steps before the door, to*scold them
when they did come. The neighbours, who used to see
him appear so regularly every morning, and concluded
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from his apparel that he was one of the workmen, ob-
served, that “ there never was such a punctual man as
the 0ld Carpenter !” *
Mr. Elwes had now attained the age of seventy-six,
and began, for the first time, to feel some bodily infir-
mities from age. He experienced some occasional at-
tacks of the gout; on which, with his accustomed per-
severance and antipathy to apothecaries and their bills,
he would set out to walk as far, and as fast as he could.
While engaged in this painful mode of cure, he fre-
quently lost himself in tEe streets, the names of which
he no longer remembered, and was as often brought
home by some errand-boy or stranger of whom he had
inquired his way.
nother singularity was reserved for the close of Mr.
Elwes's life, notless extraordinary than many already
recorded. He that had, during his life, been such an
enemy to giving, now gave away his affections. One of
the maid-servants had the art to induce him to fall in
love with her, and had it not been discovered, it is
supposed he would have been prevailed upon to marry
her. From such an act of madness, he was saved by
good fortune, and the attention of his friends. '
On the 18th of November, he manifested signs of
that total debility which carried him to his grave in
eight days. On the evening of the first day he was
eonveyed to bed, from Whici he rose no more. His
appetite was gone; he had but a faint recollection of
every thing about him, and the last intelligible words he
uttered were addressed to his son John, hoping * Ae
had left him what he wished.” On the morning of the
26th of November, he expired without a sigh ; leaving
property to the amount of above 800,000/, The value
of that he had bequeathed to his sons was estimated
at half a million, and the remainder, consisting of en-
tailed estates, devolved to Mr. Timms, son of the late
Lieutenant-colonel Timms, of the second troop of Horse
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FOSTER POWELL.

Tais celebrated pedestrian was born in 1734, at Horse-
forth, near Leeds, in Yorkshire. In 1762, he came to
London and articled himself to an attorney in the Tem-
ple. After the expiration of his clerkship he remained
with his uncle, Mr. Powell, of the New Inn, and when
he died, engaged himself with a Mr. Stokes, and after
his decease, with a Mr. Bingley, both of the same place.

Before his engagement with Stokes, he undertook, in
the vear 1764, not for any wager, to walk 50 miles on
the Bath road in seven hours, which he accomplished in
the time, having gone the first ten miles in one hour,
although encumbered with a great coat and leather
breeches.

He visited several parts of Switzerland and France,
and gained much praise there for his pedestrianism;
but in the year 1773, he walked from Londen to York
and back again, a distance of 400 miles, in five days
and eighteen hours: this was his first match for a
wager.

In November, 1778, Powell attempted to run two miles
in ten minutes for a wager; hestarted from Lea Bridge,
and lost it only by half a minute.

In 1786, he undertook to walk 100 miles on the Bath
road in 24 hours—50 miles out and 50 miles in—he com-
pleted his journey three quarters of an hour within the
time agreed on.

In 1787, he undertook to walk from Canterbury to
London Bridge and back again in 24 hours, the distance
being 12 miles more than his former journey ; this he
accomplished to the great astonishment of thousands
of anxious spectators, who were assembled to witness
the completion of his task.

The following year, 1788, he engaged to go his favo-
rite journey from London to York and back again in six
days, which he executed in 5 days and 20&: After
this he did not undertake any journey till ‘&.\' 1790,
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when he set off to walk from London to York, and back
again in six days, but which he accomplished in 5 days
and 18 hours.

In 1792, he determined to repeat his journey to York
and back again, for the last time of his life, and convince
the world he could do it in a shorter time than ever he
had, though now at the advanced age of 58 years. Ac-
cordingly he set out from Shoreditch church to York
Minster and back again ; which he completed in 5 days
15 hours, and a quarter. On his return he was saluted
with the loud huzzas of the astonished and anxious
spectators.

In the same year he walked, for a bet of twenty gui-
neas, six miles in 55 minutes and a half on the Clapham-
road. Shortly afterwards he went down to Brighthelm-
stone, and engaged to walk one mile and run another in
fifteen minutes; he walked the mile in nine minutes and
twenty seconds, and ran the other mile in five minutes
and twenty-three seconds, by which he was seventeen
seconds less than the time allowed him.

Previous to this he undertook a journey to Canterbury,
but by unfortunately mistaking the road from Black-
heath to London, he unavoidably lost the wager ; yet he
gained more money by this accident than all the journeys
he accomplished ; for his friends, feeling for the great
disappointment he experienced, made a subscription,
and collected for him a good present.

Powell despised wealth, and notwithstanding his many
opportunities of acquiring money, ten pounds was the
largest sum he ever made, which was at the time of the
before-mentioned subscription. He was always content
with a little for himself, and happy in winning much for
others. He seems to have considered his wonderful
agility as a circumstance from which he derived great
glory.

In person he was tall and thin, about five feet nine
inches high, very strong downwards, well calculated for
walking, and rather of a sallow complexion ; in dispo-
sition he was mild and gentle, and possessed many va-
luable qualifications. In diet he was somewhat particu-
lar, as he preferred light food ; he abstained from liquor,
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but on his journey made use of brandy; and when tra-
velling, the delay he met with at the Inns, for he had
particular hours for taking refreshment, often shagrined
him. No wonder, indeed, if, on this account, he had
often lost his wagers. He allowed himself but 5 hours
rest, which took place from eleven o’clock at night.

In 1793, he was taken suddenly ill, and died on the
15th of April, at his apartments in New-inn, in rather
indigent circumstances, for, notwithstanding his won-
derful feats, and the means he had of attaining wealth,
poverty was the constant companion of his travels through
life, even to the hour of his death. The faculty attribu-
ted the cause of his sudden dissolution to the great exer-
tions of his last journeyto York, for being determined
to complete it in less time than ever, he probably ex-
ceeded and forced his strength. Inthe afternoon of the
22nd his remains were brought, according to his own
request, to the burying ground of St. Faith, St. Paul’s
Church Yard. The funeral was characteristically a
walking one, from New-inn through Fleet-street, and up
Ludgate-hill. The followers were twenty, on foot, in
black gowns, and after them came three mourning coach-
es. The attendants were all men of respectability, the
ceremony was conducted with much decency, and a very
great concourse of people attended. He was buried un-
der the only tree in the church-yard. His age, which
was fifty-nine years, was inscribed on his coffin.

LORD ROKEBY.

Marreew RosinsoN Morris, eldest son of Sir Sep-
timius Robinson, Knt. was born at Mount Morris, at his
father’s house, in Horton, near Hythe, in the county of
Kent, in the year 1712. His early years were spent in
this place, till he went to Westminster School, whence
he was admitted at Trinity-hall, Cambridge, apensioner,
where he took his degree of bachelor of laws, and was
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soon after elected a fellow of the society, a place which
he retained to the day of his death. It is not unusual at
Trinity-hall for men of large fortune to retain their fel-
lowships. The society consists of twelve fellows, two of
whom only are clergymen, and perform the regular and
necessary duties of the college, such as those of tutor,
lecturer, dean: but the other ten fellows seldom or never
make their appearance in Cambridge, unless at the
twelve days of Christmas, at which time the usual hos-
pitality of that season of the year is conspicuous in the
college, and the lay-fellows having enjoyed goud eating
and drinking, and examined the college accounts, return
to Doctors’ Commons, the Inns of Court, or their
country seats. Mr. Robinson, in the early part of life,
used sometimes to be of these parties, where his com-
any was always acceptable, and his absence always
regretted. As heir to a country gentleman of consider-
able property, he was not compelled to apply his abili-
ties in the usual pursuits of a laborious and now almost
technical profession; he enjoyed an introduction to the
higher circles of life, and being possessed of the advan-
tages of a liberal education, and accomplished manners,
he united the studies of the scholar with the occupa-
tions of a gentleman, and divided his time very agree-
ably between Horton, London, Bath, and Cambridge.
In this period of his life the celebrated peace of Aix-la-
Chapelle attracted the attention of Europe: and the
place appointed for negociation, at all times, from its
waters, of great resort, was more than usually filled with
good company. Soon after the ambassadors had here
taken up their abode, Mr. Robinson escorted Lady
Sandwich to this grand scene of gallantry and politics,
where the classical taste of Lord Sandwich, the eccen-
tricity of Wortley Montague, among his own country-
men, the prudence of Prince Kaunitz, the solidity of the
Dutch deputies, and the charms of their ladies, for the
Dutch belles carried away the palm of beauty at this
treaty, afforded him an inexhaustible fund of instruc-
tion and entertainment. Having no official employ-
ment, an_d appearing in that once envied character of
an English gentleman, his company was generally
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sought after, and the ladies of the higher class thought
their parties incomplete without his presence, and the
corps diplomatique bowed to his credentials.

Among the women none more sprightly, none more
ready to join innocent mirth, or to be the subject of it
when a mistake in his language might give occasion to
pleasure; but foreigners admired the strength of his
character, when his conversation was suited to graver
subjects, and no man Eresumed to laugh at his mistakes
without repenting of his temerity. Respected by the
men, and acceptable to the women, he was noted here
for a singularity which he retained during his whole life,
a remarkable attachment to bathing. He surprised the
medical men by the length of his stay in the hot-bath,
very often two hours or more at a time, and by going in
and out without any of the precautions which were then
usual, and which future experience has proved to be un-
necessary. On his return to England nothing particular
happened to him till his election to parliament by the
city of Canterbury, which place he represented, and,
we may add, really represented for two successive par-
liaments. His neighbourhood to Canterbury had natu-
rally introduced him to some of the higher classes of
that city; but he had no idea of a slight acquaintance
with a few only of his constituents, he would know and
be known to them all. His visits to Canterbury gratified
himself and them. They were visits to his constituents,
whom he called on at their shops and their looms,
walked within their market-places, spent the evening
with at their clubs, He could do this from one of his
principles, which he had studied with the greatest at-
tention, and maintained with the utmost firmness, the
natural equality of man. No one was more sensible than
himself o(}' the advantages and disadvantages of birth,
rank, and fortune. He could live with the highest, and
he could also live with the lowest in society; with the
forms necessary for an intercourse with the former class
he was perfectly well acquainted, and he could put them
inpractice; to the absence of these restraints he could
familjarize himself, and could enter into casual conver-
sation with the vulgar, as they are called, making them
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forget the difference of rank, as much as he disregarded
it. Hence, perhaps, there never was a representative
more respected and beloved by his constituents, and his
attention to the duties of parliament entitled him to their
veneration. Independent of all parties, he uttered the
sentiments of his heart; he weighed the propriety of
every measure, and gave his vote according to the pre-
ponderance of argument. The natural consequence of
such a conduct was, in the first parliament a disgust
with the manners of the house; and he would have re-
signed his seat at the general election, if his father had
not particularly desired him to make one more trial, and
presented him at the same time with a purse, not such as
has lately been thought necessary, for the party to pay
his election expenses. Mr. Robinson was re-elected,
and, what will astonish the generality of members, made
no demand on his father for election bills; for, after
paying every expense with liberality, he found himself
a gainer, in a considerable sum, by the election. Cor-
ruption had not then made such dreadful havoc in the
mind as it has been our destiny to lament in a subse-
quent period, yet Mr. R. found himself uneasy in the
performance of his duty. He conceived that a member
of parliament should carry into the house a sincere love
of his country, sound knowledge, attention to business,
and firm independence—That measures were not to be
planned and adopted in a minister's parlour, nor the
House of Commons to be a mere chamber of parliament
to register his decrees—That in the House of Commons
every member was equal; that it knew no distinction of
minister, county-member, city-member, or borough-
member, That each individual member had a right to
propose, to assist in deliberation, aid by his vote in car-
rying or rejecting a measure, according to the dictates
of his own mind; and that the greatest traitors, with
which a country could be curst, were such persons as
would enter into parliament without any intention of
studying its duties, and examining measures, but with a
firm deterpination to support the minister or his oppo-
nents, according as the expectation or actual enjoyment
of a place, pension, or emolument derived from admi-
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nistration, led them to enlist under the banners of one
or the other party. Even in his time he thought he saw
too great confidence placed in the heads of party; too
little reliance on private judgment, too little attention to
parliamentary duties. The uniform success of every mi-
nisterial measure did not accord with his ideas of a deli-
berative body, and he determined to quit a place in
which he thought himself incapable of promoting the
public good ; and where he was determined not to be
aiding or abetting in any other measures. To the great
regret of his constituents he declined the offer of re-
presenting them at the next election, and no future en-
treaties could induce him to resume an occupation in
which, as he told them, better eyes were required than
his to see, better ears to hear, and better lungs to op-
pose the tricks of future ministers.

By the death of his father, in the second period of his
parhamentary life, Mr. Robinson came into possession
of the paternal estate, and had now a full opportunity
of realizing his own schemes of life. About twelve
miles from Canterbury, on the ancient Roman road
leading to the Portus Lemanus, the present Lympne, by
turning a few paces to the left, the walker, who has been
fatigued, as much by the uniformity as the ronghness of
the road, feels on a sudden his heart expanded by a most
extensive prospect, which he commands from a lofty
eminence. Before him and under his feet, at a distance
of five or six miles, commences the vast flat, known by
the name of Romney Marsh, which, with the Weald of
Kent, is bound to his eye by Dungeness, Beachy-head,
and the hills of Sussex and Surrey, and theridge of hills
on a part of which he stands,. and which runs through
nearly the middle of the county of Kent into Surrey.
Turning eastward, he perceives the sea, and has a glimpse
of the coasts of I'rance: his view is bounded by hills
still higher, as he turns to the north; but from the top
of these hills, at half a mile distance from the spot on
which he stands, he commands the same extensive pros-
pect over the marsh and West Kent, which is enriched
on a fine day by the view of the coast of France from
Boulogne to Calais, seeming sqarcely to be separated

‘
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from the island. At the bottom of these hills stands the
family mansion, a substantial brick house, with offices
suited to theresidence of a man with four or five thou-
sand a year. When Mr. R. came to the estate, there
were about eight hundred acres round the house, partly
in his own occupation, partly let out to tenants: they
were allotted into fields of various dimensions, bounded
by the substantial hedges so well known to be the orna-
ment of Kent, but cutting the ground into too many
minute parts for picturesque beauty. There was a garden
walled in, and suitable roads to the house. Mr. R. took
the whole of thisland into his own occupation as soon
as possible; and nature, with his occupancy, began to
resume her rights. The only boundaries on his estate
were soon only those which separated his land from that
of his neighbours. Adieu to the use of gates or stiles in
the interior: they were left to gradual decay; the soil
was not disturbed by the labours of horse and man; the
cattle had free liberty to stray wherever they pleased ;
‘the trees were no longer dishonoured by the axe of the
woodman, the pollards strove to recover their pristine
vigour, the uniformity of hedges and ditches gradually
disappeared. The richest verdure clothed both hills
and vallies, and the master of the mansion wandered
freely in hfs grounds, enjoying his own independence
and that of the brute creation around him.

About that period, he either formed the opinion, or
began to express it with an unusual degree of confidence,
that the Bank of England would break during his life-
time. He was so firmly convinced of it in his own mind,
that it became a pretty constant topic with him; and,
when he met with opponents, he defended it with sueh
strength of argument as could not easily be resisted.
One day the conversation on this subject ended in a sin-
gular wager, which was taken down in writing, purport-
ing that the heirs and executors of Mr. Robinson should
pay to the other party, an alderman of Canterbury, the
sum of ten pounds, if the bank did not break during the
life-time of the former ; and on the other hand, that the
alderman' should be similarly bound to pay the sum of
ten pounds if the Bank did break in Mr. R’s life-time.
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The proof was to depend on a bank-note of ten pounds
being offered at the Bank, and not producing in return
ten pounds in specie.

In the year 1794, Mr. R. became, by the death of the
Archbishop of Armagh, Lord Rokeby ; and it is natural to
ask what difference the title made in his manners? Pre-
cisely none. He was now addressed by the title of lord
instead of sir; and, as he used to say, they are both the
same in the Latin, Yet the accession to his title gave,
him rights in Ireland, and his letter to Lord Castlereagh
showed that he was not unworthy of them, and that if
age and infirmities had preseated no obstacles, the Irish
House of Lords would, have been dignified by the pre-
sence of a man who assumed for his motto, on this occa-
sion, what he really possessed in his heart, independence.
Very fantastical notions accompany, in some persons
minds, the titles of the peerage. They think of fine
dress, splendid carriages, haughty demeanour, something
differing from the many. Such persons were much em-
barrassed at the sight of Lord Rokeby, A venerable
man with a long beard, sallow complexion, furrows on
his forehead, the traces of deep thinking, fore part of
the head bald, from the hinder flowing long and lank
locks of white hair, a white or blue flannel coat and
waistcoat, and breeches, worsted stockings, and shoes
tied with black strings. The ruffles and frill were the
only linen he wore.

From the time of his accession to the title to the day
of his death, Lord Rokeby seldom went farther from
home than Hythe; but he would have thought that he
had forfeited all regard to his principles if he had not
gone to Maidstone to vote for his friend, Filmer Honey-
wood, the staunch advocate of the independence of the
county; and a contested election for the city of Canter-
bury drew him again from his retirement. This election
took place just after the famous stoppage of the Bank ;
and after a visit to his friends at the hall, and shouts of
congratulation from all the freemen, he walked to the
alderman’s house, with whom the wager had been laid,
proffered some notes for cash, presented the written
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agreement on the wager, and demanded of the alderman
the sum of ten pounds.

The question, as might naturally be expected, stagger-
ed, a little, the alderman, who was also a banker, and
as the words admitted of some debate, and Lord R. had
not with him documents of the refusal at the Bank of
cash for a ten pound note specifically proffered, the pay-
ment was therefore deferred. .

On returning to the hall, Lord R. came again on the
hustings, by the side which is appropriated for persons
to return who bave voted, and for the infirm, and the
friends of the candidates, or for the officers of the court.
The sheriff very politely offered to take here his lordship’s
vote, who, with his usual good humour declined it; “I
am not so old neither,” says he, ¢ that I cannot do like
the rest of my brother citizens ” and instantly went down
the stairs, where he met an old man ascending, who had
given him a vote nearly fifty years before; mixed with
his brother citizens, went up the proper stairs with them,
and gave the last proof of his political connexion with
Canterbury in a manner worthy of himself and his prin-
ciples.

A gentleman who happened to be in the neighbour-
hood of Mount Morris, resolved to procure a sight of
this extraordinary character, after he had suceceded to
the title of Lord Rokeby. ¢ On my way,” says he, “at
the summit of the hill above Hythe, which affords a
most delightful prospect, I perceived a fountain of pure
water, over-running a bason which had been placed for
it by his lordship. I was informed that there were many
such on the same road, and that he was accustomed to
bestow a few half-crown pieces, plenty of which he al-
ways kept loose in a side pocket, on any water drinkers
he might happen to find partaking of his favourite beve-
rage, which he never failed to recommend with peculiar
force and persuasion. On my approach, I stopped some
time to examine the mansion. It is a good plain gentle-
man’s seat; the grounds were abundantly stocked with
black cattle, and I could perceive a horse or two on the
steps of the principal entrance. Afler the necessary in-
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quiries, I was conducted by a servant to a little grove, -
on entering which, a building with a glass covering, that
at first sight appeared to be a green-house, presented it-
self. The man who accompanied me opened a little
wicket, and on looking in, I perceived, immediately un-
der the glass, a bath with a current of water, supplied
from a pond behind. On approaching the door, two
handsome spaniels, with long ears, apparently of King
Charles’s breed, advanced, und, like faithful guardians,
denied us access, till soothed by the well known accents
of the domestic. We then ﬁroceeded, and gently passing
along a wooden floor, saw his lordship stretched on his
face at the farther end. He had just come out of the
water, and was dressed in anold blue woollen coat, and
pantaloons of the same colour. The upper part of his
head was bald, but the hair of his chin, which could
not be concealed even by the posture he had assumed,
made its appearance between his arms on each side. 1
immediately retired, and waited at a little distance till
he awoke; when rising, he opened the door, darted
through the thicket, accompanied by his dogs, and made
directly for the house, while some workmen employed
in cutting timber, and whose tongues only I had heard
before, now made the woods resound again with their
axes.”

This truly patriotic nobleman expired at his seat in
Kent, in the month of December, 1800, in the eighty-
eighth year of his age.

The family of Lord Rokeby has been distinguished
for a literary turn. It was a relative of his who wrote
the celebrated treatise on gavel-kind. His eldest sister,
the late Mrs. Montague, successfully defended the me-
mory and genius of Shakspeare against Voltaire: the
younger, Mrs. Scott, who died in 1795, wrote several
novels, some of which attained considerable reputation :
and his nephew, Matthew Montague, is not wholly un-
known in the world of letters.
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JOSEPH CLARK.

TH18 man was a very extraordinary posture-master who
resided in Pall-mall. Though well made, and rather
gross than thin, he exhibited, in a most natural manner,
almost every species of deformity and dislocation. He
frequently diverted himself with the tailors, by sending
for one. of them to take measure of him, and would so
contrive it as to have a most immoderate rising in one
of the shoulders : when the clothes were brought home,
and tried upon him, the deformity was removed into the
other shoulder; upon which the tailor asked pardon for
the mistake, and altered the garment as expeditiously as
possible : but, upon a third trial, he found him perfectly
free from blemish about the shoulders, though an un-
fortunate lump appeared upon his back. In short, this
wandering tnmour puzzled all the workmen about town,
who found it impossible to accommodate so changeable
a customer. He dislocated the vertebra of his back,
and other parts of the body, in such a manner that Mo-
lins, the famous surgeon, before whom he appeared as a
patient, was shocked at the sight, and would not even
attempt his cure. He often passed for a cripple among
persons with whom he had been in company but a few
minutes before. Upon these occasions he would not
only change the position of his limbs, but entirely alter
the figure of his countenance. The powers of his face
were more extraordinary than the flexibility of his body.
He would assume all the uncouth grimaces that he saw
at a quaker’s meeting, the theatre, or any other public
place. He died about the beginning of King William's
reign, as it appears from Evelyn’s Numismata that he
was not living in 1697.
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THOMAS LAUGHER.

Tuomas Lavenzr, better known by the name of Old
Tommy, is a striking instance of the good effect of tem-
perance on the human constitution, for to this cause his
venerable age must undoubtedly be in a great measure
ascribed. %?e was born at the village of Markley, in
the county of Woreester, and was baptized, as appears
by his register, in January, 1700. His parents were na-
tives of Shropshire, and were themselves examples of
unusual longevity, his father dying at the age of 97,
and his mother at 108. In the year following that of
his birth they removed with him to London where he
resided till his death.:

Laugher was educated at Christ-church College, Ox-
ford; where he remained nearly twelve years. From
there he made a tour on the continent, visiting many
parts of Turkey, &c., and was absent seven years.

In the early part of his life Laugher followed, for ma-
ny years the profession of a liquor-merchant, in Tower-
street. This, however, he was obliged to relinquish, in
consequence of a heavy loss which he experienced,
through the failure of Neele, Fordyce, and James, at
that time a very considerable house in the city, to the
amount of 198,000/, This affair took such effect upon
him that he immediately became blind and speechless,
and his skin peeled from the whole of his body. He
was now reduced from affluence, to a state of extreme
poverty. Though in a line of business in which wines
and spirits of every kind presented themselves freely and
plentifully, he never drank any fermented liquor, during
the first fifty years of his life, his chief beverage being
milk, milk and water, coffee and tea.

His strength of memory was such that he could re-
member most of the principal bccurrences of the last
century, and would relate with pleasure, to those who
visited him, his seeing Queen Anne going to the House
of Peers, on horseback, in the year 1705, seated on a
pillion behind the Lord Chancellor; and also, when a

r
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little boy, the death of King William. He likewise
could recollect bread at two-pence farthing the quartern
loaf, fresh butter at two-pence halfpenny per pound, and
butchers’ meat at one penny per pound.

He resided latterly in Kent-street in the borough, from
which he used to walk every Sunday morning, when the
weather permitted, to the Rev. Mr. Coxhead’s chapel in
Little Wild-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields: and a short time
previous to his death he walked as far as Hackney
and back again.

To all appearance Old Tommyhad been a remarkably
well-made man, and rather above the middle stature.
Although at that extreme age, his lungs were very strong
and sound. It is not less surprising than true, that after
a gevere fit of illness, at the age of eighty, he had a fresh
head of hair, and new nails both on his fingers and toes;
a contraction, which took place at the same time, in the
finger of each hand, never left them. His hair was thick
and flowing, not thoroughly white, but grey on the out-
side, and brown underneath, as were also his eyebrows.

This venerable man had been for some time supported
by the donations of charitable and well-disposed persons.
From a spirit of independence, he used, for several years,
to sell laces for stays, garters, and other little articles of
that nature, for which he found customers among his
friends, who always liberally encouraged his industry.

Laugher had a son who died at the age of eighty.
This son, whom he called his * poor Tommy,” had the
appearance of ‘being considered older than himself,
which occasionally produced curious mistakes. Among
nthers the following anecdote is related on this subject:
Walking, some years since in Holborn with his son, the
difficulty which the latter found to keep up with him,
drew the attention of a gentleman, who went to old
Laugher and began to expostulate with him for not as-
sisting his father. When informed of his mistake, he
would not give credit to the old man till convinced by
some person, who knew them both, of the truth of his
estimony.

This iniversion of the order of nature, was attributed
by the old man to his son having lived freely. He has
been often heard to say, * If the young fool had taken
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as much care of his health as I have, he might now have
been alive and hearty.”

As far as his memory went Old Tommy was extremely
willing to answer any questions that were proposed, and
had not that austerity and peevishness which so fre-
quently accompany extreme age. He was much pleased
to hear of Old Jenkins and Old Parr, and said his family
came from the same county as the latter. His inoffen-
sive manners and uninterrupted cheerfulness gained him
the respect both of old and young in the neighbourhood
of his residence.

He died in 1812, at the surprising age of 112 years.

DANIEL DANCER.

Daxizt DinNcer was born in 1716, in the hamlet of
Weald, in the neighbourhood of Harrow. He was de-
scended from a respectable yeoman’s family in the coun-
ty of Hertford, and his grandfather appears to have been
settled at Bushy, near Watford, where he followed the
profitable occupations of mealman and maltster. His
father, who resided at Stone-causeway, on Harrow Weald
Common, possessed considerable property in land, which
he farmed Eimself : he had four children, three sons and
a daughter ; and on his death, in 1736, his eldest son
Daniel succeeded to the estate.

It has somewhere been asserted, that there never yet
were three successive generations of misers; the Dan-
cers, however, form a special exception to this rule, for
it is an undoubted-fact, that the grandfather, the father,
and all the children, were strictly entitled to this appel-
lation ! Their characters, however, were of a peculiar
east; for it was the ambition and the occupation of their
lives, not to accumulate for the sake of their offspring,
or relatives, or posterity, or themselves, bul from the
same principle that the magpie is said to steal gold—
merely for the pleasure of hiding it !
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The contemporaries of the grandfather are now no
more, and but few traditional anecdotes have been hand-
ed down concerning him. But Daniel was satisfied that
his father had concealed money to the amount of more
than one thousand five hundred pounds in the premises
occupied by him, and this occasioned no little uneasi-
ness ; but it did not proceed from the dread of its not
being discovered, but from the dread. lest his brothers
might find it, and net deliver it to him. This rendered
him cautious of mentioning his suspicions ; and it was
full two years before any part of it was found. At last,
on removing an old gate, about two hundred pounds in
gold and bank notes, which had been concealed between
two pewter dishes under one of the posts, were fortu-
nately disinterred. The rest was never heard of.

It was in the paternal mansion at Astmiss, at Cause-
way-gate, on Harrow Weald Common, that Daniel was
doomed by the fates to spend the whole of his life,
which seems to have been one uninterrupted dreary
blank. His wretched habitation was surrounded by a-
bout eighty acres of his own rich meadow land, with
some of the finest oak timber in the kingdom upon it;
and he possessed an adjoining farm, called Waldos ; the
whole of the annual value of about two hundred and fifty
pounds per annum, if properly cultivated. But cultiva-
tion was expensive, and so Daniel permitted grass only
to grow there: indeed, in so neglected a state was the
place for many years, that the house was entirely sur-
rounded by trees, the fields choked up with underwood,
and the hedges of such an amazing height as wholly to
exclude the prospect of mankind, and create a dreary
gloom all around.

Dancer had a sister who lived with him till her death,
and whose disposition exactly corresponded with his
own, The fare of this saving couple was invariably the
same. On a Sunday they boiled a sticking of beef, with
fourteen hard dumplings, which always lasted the whole
week ; an arrangement which no consideration could
scarcely ipduce them to alter, excepting through some
circumstance like the following. Dancer accusiomed
himself to wander over the common in search of any
stray locks of wool, cast horse shoes, old iron, or pieces
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of paper, and even to collect the dung of sheep under
the hedges. In one of these perambulations, he found
«a sheep which had died from natural disease ; this prize
he instantly threw over his shoulder and carried home,
when after being skinned and cut up, Miss Dancer made
it into a number of pies, of which they were extremely
frugal while they lasted.

Had not Miss Dancer lived in an enlightened age, she
would most certainly have run the risk of incurring the
penalties inflicted on those unhappy wretches accused of
witcheraft; so perfectly did her appearance agree with
the ideas attached to a witch. Sheseldom stirred out of
her miserable hut, except when alarmed by the cries of
huntsmen and hounds: on such occasions she used to
sally forth, armed with a pitchfork, with which she en-
deavoured to repel the progress of these intruders on her
brother’s grounds; and her appearance was rather that
of a moving mass of rags, than of a human being.

During her last illness, her brother was frequently re-
quested to procure medical assistance for her. His re-
ply was, “ Why should I waste my money, in wickedly
endeavouring to counteract the will of Providence? If
the old girl’s time is come, the nostrums of all the quacks
in Christendom cannot save her: and she may as well
die now as at any future period.” Of lawyers and phy-
sicians he entertained a very unfavourable opinion.
Sooner than have any connexion with a lawyer, he said,
he would deal with the devil; and to use his own ex-
pression, ‘“ All the gentlemen of the faculty are med-
ical tinkers, who, in endeavouring to patch up one ble-
mish in the human frame, never fail to make ten.” He
thought bellows-makers, undertakers, and trunk-makers
very extravagant fellows, on account of their great waste
of nails, which profusion he thought unnecessary.

The only foog he offered his sister during her indis-
position was her usual allowance of cold dumpling and
sticking of beef, accompanied with the affectionate de-
claration, that if she did not like it, she might go with-
out. Thekindness of Lady Tempest and Captain Holmes,
who inherited the whole of Mr. Dancer’s forfune, made
amgle amends for her brother’s inhumanity, and soeth-
ed her dying moments. In consideration of her tender-



66 DANIEL DANCER.

ness, Miss Dancer intended to have left Lady Tempest
the property she possessed, to the amount of 2000i.
She, however, expired before she signed her will, which
she had directed to be made, on which her two other
brothers who were equally celebrated for parsimony, put
in their claim for a ghare of her fortune. To this pro-
posal Daniel refused to accede, and a lawsuit ensued;
the result was, that he recovered 1040l of his sister’s
property, as the price of her board for thirty years, at
301 per annum, and 1001 for the two last years, in which
he declared she had done nothing but eat and lie in bed.
‘What remained after these deductions was equally divi-
ded among the three brothers.

Although Daniel never evinced any affection for his
sister, he determined to bury her in such a manner as
should not disgrace the family. He accordingly con-
tracted with an undertaker, who agreed to take timber in
return for a coffin, as Mr. Dancer had no idea of using
the precious metals as a vehicle of exchange: he, how-
ever, could not be prevailed upon to purchase proper
mourning for himself: yet, in consequence of the en-
treaty of his neighbours, he unbound the haybands with
which his legs were usually covered, and drew on a
second-hand pair of black worsted stockings. His coat
was of a whitish-brown colour; his waistcoat had been
black about the middle of the last century; and the
immediate covering to his head, which seemed to have
been taken from Mr. Elwes’s wiggery, and to have de-
scended to Daniel as an keir loom, gave a grotesque ap-
pearance to the person of a chief mourner, but too well
calculated to provoke mirth. This, indeed, was increas-
ed by the slipping of his horse’s girth at the place of
burial ; in consequence of which the rider, to the great
diversion of some of the Harrow boys who attended,
was precipitated into the grave!

After the death of his sister, and near the close of his
own life, finding himself lonesome, he hired a man for his
companion, who was a proper counterpart of himself.
This servant, Griffiths, had, by severe parsimony, con-
trived to accumulate 5007. out of wages which had never
exceeded 10/ per annum. At the time he hired with
Mr. Dancer, he was about sixty years of age, and his
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wages were eighteen pence per week, He assisted his
master in picking up bones, &c. accordingly, when they
went out, they took different roads for the same pur-
pose; but Griffiths having a taste for strong beer would
tipple a little, which was the cause of much altercation
at night, when he returned home to his master.

When his sister died, he had a pair of sheets on his
bed, which he would never suffer to be removed: but
lay in them till they were worn out. He would not al-
low his house to be cleaned, and the room in which he
lived was nearly filled with sticks he had collected from
his neighbours” hedges. He was for many years his own
cobler, and the last pair of shoes he wore had become so
large and ponderous, from the frequent soles and cover-
ings they had received, that they rather resembled hog-
troughs than shoes.

His wealth was productive of no other enjoyment than
the sordid and unavailing one arising from the contem-
plation of riches which he did not dare to enjoy; on
the contrary, it seemed to carry a curse along with it,
and to engender a variety of calamities to the wretched
possessor. During the time he lived alone, after the death
of his sister (for he never could prevail upon himself to be
at the expense of a wife,) the temptation to rob the old
miser proved irresistible to those that lived by rapine;
indeed, there is some reason to suppose, that they con-
templated the plunder of a man of his penurious dispo-
sition with but little compunction or remorse: his ava-
rice, if not an excuse for, at least seemed an alleviation
of the crime. He was, accordingly, robbed frequently,
and, if report be true—for this was a subject on which
he did not choose to enlarge—to a very considerable
amount. He, however, once confessed, with tears in his
eyes, to his niece, who had seen whole and half-pecks
of halfpence on his staircase, that ‘all—all was gone!”

On these occasions, it was customary with the house-
breakers to terrify him into a discovery of his more
valuable property; and they are said to have actually
suspended him by the neck several times, before they
could extort a confession where it was deposited. i

At length, Daniel bethought himself of a mode of
preventing their visits, and punishing their temerity.
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After fastening his rotten door on the inside, in the best
manner possible, he determined never to enter the house
again through that aperture. Accordingly, he procured
a short ladder, always ascended by its means, and,
pulling it in after him, took refuge in his miserable
apartment, where he literally resembled Robinson Cru-
soe shut up in his little garrison.

Lady Tempest, who was the only person that had any
influence on the mind of this unhappy man, employed
every possible persnasion and device to induce him to
partake of these conveniences and comforts which are so
gratifying to others, but without effect. One day she,
however, prevailed on him to purchase a hat of a Jew
for a shilling, that which he wore having been in con-
stant use for thirteen years. She called upon him the
next day, and to her surprise found that he still con-
tinued to wear the old one. Oninquiring the reason, he,
after much solicitation, informed her, that his old servant
Griffiths, had given him sixpence profit for his bargain.

The same lady, knowing that he was fond of trout
stewed in claret, once sent him some as a present. The
stew had become congealed during the night, and-though
he durst not eat till it was warmed for fear of the tooth-
ache, to which he was subject, yet he could not on any
account afford the expense of a fire. The ingenious
method by which he contrived to relieve himself from
this embarrassment, is certainly worthy of admiration.
The weather was frosty, and at such times he always lay
in bed to keep himself warm, and he conceived that a
similar mode of proceeding would produce the same ef-
fect on the fish. He accordingly directed it to be put,
with the sauce, into a pewter plate, and covering it
with another, placed them under his body, and sat upon
them till the contents were sufficiently warmed!

The latter part of Daniel’s life was meliorated by the
humanity and good-nature of his worthy and respectable
neighbour. Lady Tempest presented him with a bed,
and, at length actually prevailed upon him to throw
away the sack in which he had slept for years. Beinga
sworn eflemy to extravagance, he was careful to excess
of the property of another. He could scarcely be pre-
vailed upon, it is said, to touch a joint. He delighted
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in fragments and erusts; and, while indulging himself
in these lururies, muttered execrations against the de-
vouring gluttony of modern times. He also evinced, on
this occasion, a considerable portion of that low cunning
so common in illiterate persons; for he pretended to pay
his addresses to the cook, in an konourable way, with a
view of keeping in favour with her; and, when it was
evident that she had discovered his intentions to proceed
from what is termed cupboard love, he endeavoured to
impose on her a second time, by promising to remember
ber in his will!

To his brother, who kept sheep on the same common,
and who rivalled Daniel himself in penury, and almost
in wealth, he always manifested the utmost aversion; to
his niece, however, he once presented a guinea on the
birth of a daughter; but even here he made a hard bar-
gain, for the gift was conditional-—she was either to
name the child Nancy, after his mother, or forfeit the
whole sum.

To the honour of Mr. Dancer, however, he possessed
one virtue, and that, too, not a very common one in this
world—gratitude. Accordingly, some time before his
death, he made a will, and surrendered his copyhold es-
tates to the disposition he had made ; the will and surren-
der were both in favour of his benefactress, Lady Tempest.

The evening before his death, he dispatched a mes-
senger in whom he could confide, requesting to see her
ladyship; and, on being gratified in this particular, he
expressed great satisfaction, Finding himself a little
better, bis attachment to the only thing he respected
more than the lady recurred, and that too with such
violence, that, although his hand was scarcely able to
perform its functions, he took hold of his will, which he
had intended to have presented to her, and replaced it
once more in his bosom.

Next morning, however, perceiving his end to be fast
approaching, he actually confided this paper, according
to his original determination ; and, having now resigned
as it were, all title to that adored wealth, which he con-
sidered as his *“ heart’s blood,” he soon gave up the ghost,
and was buried in the churchyard of his parish (Harrow),
by his own particular desire.
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Thus lived, and thus died, at the age of seventy-eight,
on September 4, 1794, Daniel Dancer, a true disciple of
the Elwes school, the rigours of which he practised to a
far greater degree than even his master. In consequence
of a very common mistake of the means for the end, he
deprived himself not only of what are termed the plea-
sures, but even of the necessaries of life. At times,
however, he would lament that he did not make a better
use of his riches ; and was once heard to regret that he
had not, according to his original intention, set up a
whiskey, which, in his opinion, was the ne plus ultra of
gentility. On another occasion, upon receiving two-
pence for a pint of beer from a deputy commissary, who
was about to pay him five hundred pounds for hay du-
ring the war, and had mistaken him for one of ’'Squire
Dancer’s servants, he bridled up, and said he intended
soon to become a gentleman himself !

During the last twenty years, Daniel’s house is said to
have been entered at least fourteen times by thieves, and
the amount of his losses is calculated at 2,500I, As the
lower part was in such a ruinous state as to admit a per-
son with ease, it was recommended to him to get it re-
paired ; but he replied, * that this would be only throw-
ing away more money, for then they would get in at the
windows.”

In order to employ the attention of the marauders,
until he should escape to his hiding-place, he was accus-
tomed to strew the ground with farthings and sixpences
wrapped up in paper.

On his demise, the house in which he died, and in-
which he was also born, exhibited a spectacle of misery
and of terror; for it possessed so squalid an aspect, that
no other person would have slept in it; and was actually
80 ruinous, that neither bricklayer nor carpenter would
have ventured to repair it.

Some time before his death he left this ancient tene-
ment ; which with the surrounding meadows, was sold
by Sir Henry Tempest to the Marquis of Abercorn,—on
ﬁurpose. to read his will to a person in the neighbour-

ood. An objection being made to it, on the ground
that there was no provision bequeathed to his brothers,
he replied, .
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« If I were of a great family, I would not disinherit
the heir of the }Imternal estate—in such a case it would
be wrong; but I have long had it in my mind to leave
what I have away from mine. My brothers are both old
men, and have much more than they can spend, or know
how to make a proper use of; besides they have no chil-
dren. I am ashamed of myself and them. I have not
even improved my property; and, were I to live my
time over again, I would not do as I have done.”

His house, which at his death devolved to Captain
Holmes, was a most miserable building, not having been
repaired for half a century : though poor in external ap-
:pearance, it was, however, discovered to be very rich
within ; at different times, Captain Holmes found large
bowls filled with guineas and half-guineas, and parcels
of bank-notes stuffed under the covers of old chairs.
Large jugs of dollars and shillings were found in the
stable. At the dead of night Mr. Dancer was known to
go to this place, but for what purpose no one eould tell.
It afterwards appeared that he used to rob one jug, to
add to a bowl which was found buried in the kitchen.

It took many weeks to explore the contents of his
dwelling. One of his richest escrutoirs was the dung-
heap in the cow-house, which contained near 25001, and
in au old jacket carefully tied, and strongly nailed down
to the manger, was the sum of 5001 in gold and bank-
notes. In the chimney was about 2007 and an old tea-
pot contained bank-notes to the value of 6001, ; it was
covered with a piece of paper, whimsically inscribed,
““Not to be hastily looked over.”

There was likewise found some hundred weight of
waste paper, the collection of half a century, and two or
three tons of old iron, consisting of nails, horse-shoes,
&c. which he had picked up, On the ground floor seve-
ral pieces of foreign gold and silver were dug up, and
some coins, among which were a crown and a shilling
of the English commonwealth.

He left, in landed property to the amount of 5001. per
annum to Lady Tempest, and after her death to her only
son, Sir Henry Tempest, of Stoke-end, Hereford : in
short, the whole Eroperty which he left to Lady Tem-
pest and her brother Captain Holmes, was about 3000..
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per annum. Lady Tempest did not long enjoy the ac-
cession of wealth which she acquired by this miser’s
death; for she contracted an illness during her attend-
ance upon Mr. Dancer in bis last hours, that in a few
months terminated her own life, in January, 1795.

OLD BOOTS.

Tur real name of this very conspicuous pérsonage it is
impossible to ascertain, being, in his life-time, only
known by the significant appellation of “Orp Boors.
He was, however, born about the year 1692, and, for
some length of time, filled the imporiant office. of boot
cleaner at an Inn in Ripon, in Yorkshire. He was a
perfect « lusus nature ;’ dame Nature forming him in
one of her freakish humours. He was blessed with such
a plenitude of nose and chin, and so tenderly endéaring
were they, that they used to embrace each other; and
by habits, he could hold a piece of money between them.
Among the variety of human countenances, none per-
haps ever excited more public curiosity, than that of old
JBoots. He always went into the rooms with a boot-jack
~'and a pair of slippers ; and the urbanity of his manners
was' always pleasing to the company, who frequently
. gave him money, on condition that he would hold it be-
. tween his nose and chin; which request he always com-
plied with, and bore off the treasure with great satisfac-
tion. He was one of those fortunate beings who could
daily accomplish that—which thousands of persons are
ineffectually striving all their lives to attain—he could
 make both ends meet !”° He died 1762, at the age
of 70.
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SIR JOHN DINELY.

Tuis truly eccentric character was actually of an an-
cient and honourable family, but having run through his
portion of the family entdilments in various chivalrous
pursuits after the ladies, he took to advertising for a wife,
which scheme,. though it did not ultimately succeed,
made him a very remarkable man of: his age.

His friendship with the Pelham family, and the inte-
rest of Lord North together, procured him the pension
and resident sityation of a poor knight of Windsor,
where he very orderly resided, and was known to wear
the Windsor uniform. Platonic gallantry was his pro-
fession, and to §how the system reduced to practice, he
always abode by himself, not having a single servant-
maid to wait on him in his solitude. Yet, with all his
oddities he was particularly loguacious and chatty when
abroad, though his discourse was always overcharged
with egotism and his amorous proceedings.

In his dress he wag no changeling, but uniform and
exact to time in every thing. -~ For nearly thirty years he
was remarked in town on his occasional visits to the
pastry and confectionary shops, where his ‘assignations
tc meet the fair objects of his advertisements were fixed.
On these occasions his figure was truly grotesque. If it
was wet he was mounted on a high pair of pattens. His
accoutrements were generally second-hand finery of a
fashion at least a century old. e was then seen in his
grandest style of elegance, with a velvet embroidered
waistcoat, satin breeches, silk stockings, and a full-bot-
tomed wig.  On these occasions, not a little inflated with
family pride, he seemed to imagine himself as great as
any lordling: but on the day following, he might be
seen slowly pacing from the chandler’s shop, near his
country retreat, with a penny-loaf in one pocket; a
morsel of butter, a quartern of sugar, and a three-far-
thing candle in the other. Sir John was in the habit of
recelving epistles in answer to his advertisemsents; and
several whimsical interviews, and ludicrous adventures
occurred in consequence. He has more than once paid

(-]
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his devoirs to one of his own sex, dressed as a fine lady.
But his passion for the fair sex was not 80 easily to be
allayed, he appeared resolved to have a wife; and his
advertisements in the Reading Mercury, of 1802, appear
dictated with the same warmth, and under the very
same extravagant ideas which distinguished Sir John, at
a period when thehey-day of his blood must have beaten
considerably higher,

Sir John, we are told, once practised physic, but, im
many respects, the Medice CurakTipsum could never be
retorted with more propriety than upon him. Sir John,
however, who was in the habit of attending book sales,
always made large purchases of medical works. It was
customary with him to attend twice or thrice a year at
Vauxhall, and the theatres, of which he apprized the

" public, through the medium of the most fashionable
daily papers. At Vauxhall, he paraded the most con-
spicuous parts, and at the theatre he was to be found
in the front row of the pit; and whenever it was known
that he was to be there, the house, especially by the
females, was sure to be well attended. When in town,
Sir John always made a point of attending the different
auctions, to which he was particularly attached; but if
he bought a catalogue, he was always sure to make a

urchase to the value of a shilling to cover the expense.
rd Fitzwilliam, it is said, ranked among the number
of Sir John’s benefactors, as he made him an allowance
of ten pounds per annum. Of late, Sir John added a
piece of stay-tape to his wig,; which passed under his
chin to the other side; from this circumstance, some
persons might infer that he was rather chop-fallen; an
inference by no means fair, if we still consider the gay
1co‘;np‘lexion of his advertisements and addresses to the
ad1es,

It appears that Sir John persevered in his addresses to
the ladies till the close of his life. His applications to
the British fair were addressed both to the young and oid.

Those who objected to his age, he treated as envious
revilers ;_and as to their saying that he was upwards of
ﬂﬁ};, he could refer to his portrait, or his person, and '
challenge them to believe it if they could.
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Sir John Dinely lived at Windsor, in one of the babita-
tions appropriated to reduced gentlemen of his desecrip-
tion; and in one of the many advertisements imputed to
him, it appears that he expected the numerous candi-
dates for his hand would present themselves individually,
or in- a body, before his residence. His fortune (if he
could recover it) he estimated at 300,000/, He invited
the widow as well as the blooming miss of sixteen, to
his longing arms; and addressed them in printed docu-
ments that bear his signature; and in which he judi-
ciously enumerates the sums the ladies must possess, who
are candidates for his hand. :

In his advertisements for a wife, he was always re-
marked to expect less property with youth than age or
widowhood, yet he modestly declared that few ladies
would be eligible that did not possess at least 1,0004 a
year, which he observed, was nothing compared to the
honour his Aigh birth and noble descent would confer:
and referred the ineredulous to Nash’s History of Wor-
cestershire.

He finiched bis career in the still expectation of form-
ing a connubial canneetion with some lady of property,
and the papers announced his death in May, 1868, at
Windsor.

We have already spoke of the dignity of Sir Jobn's
descent ; the following particelars further illustrate the
subject attested. The family of Dinely continued to
fiourish in great repute, in the county of Worcester, till
the last century, when it expired at Charlton, in the
person of Sir Edward Dinely, Knt. sometime justice of

ce, and deputy lieutenant for this county; who, by
rances his wile, daughter of Lewis Watson, Lord Rock-
ingham, left an enly surviving daughter, Eleanor, his
heir; who was married to Edward Goodyere, of Burg-
hope, in Herefordshire, Esq. which Edward was created
a baronet, 5th December, 1707, sixth of Anve, and was
member in several parliaments for the borough of Eve-
-sham, and sometime knight of the shire of the county
of Hereford, He died at a great age, 29th March,
1739, and was succeeded by Sir John Dinely Goodyere,
Bart. his eldest son; which Sir John Dinely Goodyere,
of Charlton, Bart. assumed the name of Dinely, in re-
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spect to the large estate he inherited from his mother
He was the last of the family who enjoyed it, for having
lived upon bad terms with his younger brother, Samuel
Dinely Goodyere, captain of the Ruby man of war, and
threatening to disinherit him in favour of his sister’s son
John Foote, of Truro, in Cornwall, Esq; it so alarmed
and disgusted the said Samuel Goodyere, that he came
to the dreadful resolution of murdering his brother, which
he executed on the 17th of January, 1741. ’

John Foote, son of Eleanor, sister to Sir John, and elder
brother to Samuel Foote, Esq. the celebrated comedian,
was heir to his uncle, and assumed the name of Dinely;
but Dame Mary Dinely Goodyere, the widow of Sir
John, surviving her husband, and holding the Charlton
estate in dower, was re-married to Willlam Rayner, a
painter, in White Friars, London, who being thus in

ossession, partly by marriage, and partly by purchase

om Mr. John Foote Dinely, became seized of the
whole in fee, and sold Charlton to Joseph Biddle, of Eve-
sham, Esq.; whose executors sold it, in 1774, to Messrs.
Bessley, Socket Lilly, and Bevington, of Worcester, in
partnership, who, or their representatives, were the pos-
sessors in 1779.

A friend at Bristol, who knew the mortal antipathy of
these brothers, invited them both te dinner, in hopes of
reconciling them, and they parted in the evening in
seeming friendship; but the captain placed some of his
crew in the street near College-green, Bristol, with orders
to seize his brother, and assisted in hurrying him on
board his ship. :

The account of the unhappy fate of Sir John’s father,
is 50 remarkable, that we shall lay the following particu-
lars before our readers:—

At the sessions held before the worshipful the mayor
of the city of Bristol, Michael Foster, Esq. recorder,
and others of his majesty’s justices of the peace for the
said city,-March 26, 1741, Samuel Goodyere, late com-
mander of his majesty’s ship Ruby, was indicted for
aiding, assisting, and abetting, the murder of Sir John
Dinely Gbodyere, Bart. _ '

At the same time, Matthew Mahony and Charles
White were separately indicted for the actual murder of
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the said Sir John Dinely Goodyere, Bart.

Mr. Smith, an attorney-at-law, in College-green,
Bristol, deposed, that the Sunday before this murder was
committed, the deceased, by the deponent’s invitation,
was to dine at his house the Sunday following, of which
the prisoner being apprized, came into the neighbour-
hood, and sent for this deponent, and earnestly inter-
ceded with him to admit him into the company of his
brother, the Baronet, under the pretence, as the prisoner
said, to accommodate and reconcile their differences in
an amicable manner.

The prisoner being at College-green coffee-house,
Mr. Smith went to him, and was greatly pleased with
the proposals of the prisoner, and the hopes of all dis-
putes between them being settled ; he, without the least
hesitation, introduced the prisoner into the company of
his brother, the deceased; and the prisoner behaved so
well, that he and the deceased seemed to be as good
friends as ever; and just as the deceased was about to
depart, he took leave of the baronet in the most affec-
tionate manner imaginable. It was then dark, and
about six o’clock in the evening.

Mr. Roberts, who kept the White Hart, on College-
green, opposite to Mr. Smith’s house, deposed, that the
Erisoner came to his house early in the morning, the day

efore the murder was committed, and ordered him to
get a dinner ready for six men, who were to dine there
that day.

Mahony was not one of the six that dined, but the
company talked much about one Mahony; he was a
man well known to Roberts, and had been often at his
house: the people that dined there were dressed like
seamen, and Roberts took them for Captain Goodyere's
men, and that the captain had a mind to treat them at
his house. They dined in the balcony up one pair of
stairs towards the green, and in the afternoon, after
dinner was over, Goodyere sent word to Roberts to
make tea for the six men, which greatly surprised him,
it being very uncommon drink for jack-tars. They all
went away of a sudden, and Roberts bid them welcome
without going out of doors.
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Charles Bryant being called upon by the court, de-
posed, that he was one of the six men hired by Captain
Goodyere, to seize the deceased, and forcibly to run him -
a-board the Ruby man-of-war, then lying in the King’s-
road. They met, by the prisoner’s directions, at the
White-hart, on College-green, where a handsome din-
ner was provided. They were placed in the balcony to
receive a signal, and obey the word of command, with-
out giving the least suspicion to the people of the house.
About six o’clock in the evening the signal was given,
and they left the White-hart, and overtook the deceased
just before he came to College-green coffee-house,"
where Bryant and others seized him at the word of com-
mand of the prisoner. They then rushed on the de-
ceased, and dragged him along towards the Rope-walk,
where was a gang of twelve more of them, who were
ready to assist according to the prisoner’s instructions.
The deceased was hurried towards the Hotwells, where
a boat was waiting purposely to receive him.

The prisoner was with them all the while, directing,
aiding, and assisting, and when the deceased cried out,
““ Murder! murder! I am Sir John Dinely Goodyere;"
the prisoner stopped the deceased’s mouth with his cloak,
so that the people, not knowing his name, only asked
what was the matter? The answer the prisoner and the
ruffians gave was, that he, the deceased, was a thief and
a murderer, and had made his escape from a ship, and
they were going to take him a-board to secure him, in
order for his trial; the prisoner still stopping the de-
ceased’s mouth, to prevent his crying out.

When the deceased got into the boat he had a little
more liberty than before, and he made use of it to speak
to the prisoner to this effect:—‘ Brother, I know you
have an intention to murder me; I beg, that if you are
resolved to do it, that you would do it here, and not
give yourself the trouble of taking me down to your
ship.” To which the prisoner replied, * No, brother, I
am going to prevent your rotting upon land; but, how-
ever, I would have you make your peace with God this
night;” and, in the most unfeeling manner, hurried the
deceased a-board the ship. He cried out loudly for help
and made a great noise; but the prisoner took the pre-
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caution to tell the crew, ““That they need not mind his
noise, because he was mad; and that he had brought
him on board, on purpose to prevent his making away
with himself.” They then conveyed him to the purser’s
cabin, and all of them, except Mahony and White,
were ordered ashore, with directions to conceal them-
selves, and keep out of the way of inquiry.

Bryan further deposed, that he and five more were

hired by the prisoner, at a guinea a head, to bring the
deceased on board; that neither of them belonged to
the Ruby, but to the Vernon schooner.
* Mr. Berry, the first lieutenant of the prisoner’s ship,
deposed, that being on deck he saw the deceased
brought on-board late in the evening, on the 23rd of
January last. The deceased was immediately carried
into the purser’s cabin, and therekept till five o’clock in
the morning. That the prisoners Goodyere, White, and
Mahony, were with the deceased. That he saw the
prisoner and deceased through a crevice in a cabin ad-
Joining to the purser’s cabin. That the deponent, and
the cooper of the ship, and his wife, were together, and
by means of the crevice saw the whole transaction. The
agreement between Goodyere, White, and Mahony was,
that Mahony should have 200/, White 150/ and what
money the deceased had in his pockets, and his gold
watch. After the agreement was concluded on, Ma-
hony and White went about their blondy work, the
prisoner Goodyere standing sentry with his drawn
sword in one hand, and a pistol in the other, to kill
the first person that should make any opposition in what
they were about.

The first thing they did, they took a handkerchief out
of the deceased’s pocket; White held his hands, while
Mahony put it about his neck, and then each of them
pulled as hard as he could in order to strangle the de-
ceased at once; but Sir John making a desperate
struggle, the prisoners could not effect it, so as to pre-
vent his crying out “ murder! what! must I die? Help!
help! murder;” &c. To prevent any further noise, the
prisoner Goodyere ordered Mahony to take the cord he
bad laid ready. The prisoner Mahony then slipped off
the handkerchief, and put the cord about the deceased’s
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neck, and, with the cord in one hand, he thrust the
other in the deceased’s throat, and his knee against his
stomach, In the mean while White held the deceased’s
hands, and took out of his pocket eight guineas and a
gold watch. Then White came directly to the prisoner
Goodyere, and acquainted him with what was done, and
showed his brother's watch and money. The prisoner
then asked Mahony and White, whether the job was
quite completed ? they answered, Yes. Then the pri-
soner gave Mahony and White what money he had about
him, and bid them get ashore directly, that they might
the more easily make their escape before day-light
came on.

Mr. Jones, the cooper of the ship, and his wife, con-
firmed the evidence of the lieutenant; and Mr. Ford de-
posed, that he had Mahony under his cure for the foul
disease for three weeks, when hetold him he had a pri-
vate job to do for Captain Goodyere, for which he was
to have200/. and then he would reward him handsomely
for his trouble.

The prisoner, by way of defence, said, it was pe-
culiarly hard, that because his brother had been killed,
he must, right or wrong, be considered the murderer.
He was innocent of the fact, and had no hand in the
murder laid to his charge. His brother was a lunatic,
and, in a fit of phrensy, strangled himself, which he said
he could prove by witnesses; and calling one Sarah
Gettings, she swore the deceased was mad by turns, and
very often attempted to make away with himself. One
Ann Gettings swore, that the deceased had been a long
time subject to strange whims and phrensies, and often
talked of shooting, drowning, and strangling himself.

The discovery of the murder was perfectly accidental,
and nearly as follows: Mr. Smith, (the gentleman at
whose house Sir John Dinely Goodyere, and his brother
Captain Goodyere, spent a sociable hour together the
day before,) accidentally heard that evening, that a per-
son who had the appearance of a ﬁentleman was hurried
in a very.violent manner over College-green, and that a
gentleman, who, by the description of him, answered to
the person of the captain, assisted ; and Mr. Smith
knowing the ship was to sail the first fair wind, and re-
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membering that they went out of the house nearly toge-
ther, it came directly into his head, that the captain had
took him on board, with intent to destroy him when he
came upon the high seas. This suspicion being strength-
ened by other circumstances, made 50 deep an impres-
sion on his mind, that early in the morning he applied
himself to Henry Combe, Esq. the mayor, for an officer
to go and search the ship, before she sailed out of the
liberty of the city, which reaches ten or fifteen miles
down the river. The officer the mayor thought fit to
send was the water bailiff, with proper assistance, and
full orders to search the ship for Sir John Dinely Good-
yere, Bart. The officer obeyed his orders ; and coming
to the ship, the cooper, his wife, and Lieutenant Berry,
acquainted him that they had been just consulting about
the affair, and discovered to him what they knew of the
whole matter, the captain then being safe in the cabin.
The water bailiff sent immediately this account to the
city magistrates, who thought proper to reinforce him
with a strong guard to secure the captain; but before
the guard came, the cooper and lieutenant had done the
business.

A letter was sent, written with Captain Goodyere’s
own hand, and directed to Mr, Jarit Smith, attorney-at
law, on College-green, Bristol, purporting, that to his
(the captain’s) great surprise, he had discovered that hi
brother, Sir John, had been murdered by two ruffians,
and that the villains suspected had made -their escape.
This confirmed Mr. Smith in his suspicions, and the
captain being seized, as before mentioned, was brought
before the mayor at the town-hall, where many of the
glldsrmen and magistrates of the city were also assem-

ed.

On the death of Sir Edward (the father of these un-
happy brothers, and of Mr. Dinely,) Sir John, to whom
the title of baronet devolved in right of his father, had
a very pretty estate, when his father’s, and that for
which he changed his name, were both joined. It is
said that he was possessed, in the counties of Hereford
and Worcestershire, of upwards of 4000l pereannum ;
b}xt we are assured his income was as good as 3,000..
Sir John, about the age of twenty-three, married a
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young lady, the daughter of a merchant of that city,
who gave her a fortune of upwards of 20,000

But it so happened, some years after, through domes-
tic jars in Sir John’s family, that Sir Robert Jason, a
neighbouring baronet, who came pretty frequently to
visit Sir John, was suspected of familiarity with Lady
Dinely, and Sir John’s suspicions were raised to such a
degree, that he forbid Sir Robert his house. The con-
sequence of this was, that Sir John brought an action in
the court of common-pleas, at Westminster, for crimi-
nal conversation, and laid his damages at 2,000/, The
Jjury gave Sir John 500/ damages.

Sir John, after this, indicted his lady for a conspiracy
against his life; and by the evidence of his servant-
maid, the lady wae found guilty, and committed to the
King’s bench prison for twelve mouths, and pay a small
fine. While she remained in prison, he petitioned for
a divorce : but she being assisted with money by Cap-
tain Goodyere and other friends, opposed it so strongly
that the House of Lords were of opinion, it could not
be granted ; and se dismissed the case.

he captain’s view in furnishing the distressed lady
with money, as he himself told Sir John, was, that he
should not marry a young woman, and 8o beget an heir
to his estate ; and this was one of the principal motives
that induced Sir John to leave the greatest part of his
estates to his sister’s sons.

By the death of Sir John, an estate of 400l per an-
num devolved to Lady Dinely, his widow, not as a
jointure, but as an estate of her own ; which Sir John,
while living, kept in his own hands.

Thus the principal occasion of this horrid and barba-
rous murder, was the injury Captain Goodyere appre-
hended Sir John had done him in cutting off the entail
of his estate except 600/, per annum, which he could not
meddle with, in order to settle it on his sister’s sons.

Captain Goodyere, Mahony, and White, received
sentence of death, and were accordingly executed, and
hung in chains to the North of the Hot-wells, in sight
of the Place where the ship lay when the murder was
committed.
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MOLL CUT-PURSE.

MarY FritH, or Moll Cut-purse, a woman of a mascu-
line spirit and make, who coqﬁmon;y supposed to
have been an hermaphrodif; J sed, or was instru-
mental to, almest every ¢ ild froli i
notorious i the most a
sexes. She was infamoug
a fortune-teller, a pick-|
of stolen goods ; she was also concerne
ous scribe in forgmg hands. Her mos :

was robbing General Fairfaxy upon Hounslow Heath,
for which she was sent to Newgate; but was, by the
proper application of &’
liberty. She well knew,
life, how to make the

upon the spoils of the publ' ‘drop:

in the 75th year of her ajge, but wonld robnblr ‘hhve
died sooner, she had not smoked tobacco ‘in the
quent use of h she Jong, indulg herself' y
at thig time, alniost as ¥ gmghti ‘see a.nwbmun' ith

a pipe, as to see one of  the sex in el. Nat
Field, in his comedy A ke Ladies,”
has dlsplayed some of the’ Mea f Moll Cut-
purse. She is algo me and Swift, in

the following lines :*

 He Trulla ‘loved, Trulla moré b é

“ Than burnish’d armour of her Knight ;

¢ A bold Virago, stout and tall,

‘“ As Joan of Frasce, or Engh'sk Mall”
Hubpisras.

‘ The ballads pasted on the wall,
“ Of Joan of France, and Englnh M.
Bavcis Awp Paliuauon.



BLASH DE MANFRE.

BLASR DE MANFRE, commonly called the Water-spouter,
refidered himself famous for drinking water in large
quantities, and discharging it from his stomach con-
verted into various sorts of wine, simple waters, beer,
oil, and milk, and performing this before the emperor,
and several kings. It is certain, that he was one of the
most wonderful jugglers thatever appeared in the world;
and that 'he was by the generality of the people, and
even by some persons of rank and eminence, regarded
as a magician: but those who are acquainted with the
wonderful faculties of the human frame, may account
for it, strange &8 it is, without imputing it to supernatu-
ral powers. He wis g;veiitainly in Germany, France, and
several other“couintries of Europe ; but very prudently
declined going to Spain, for fear of the Inquisition.

It is certain that a horge, which had been taught to
tell the spots upon ¢ards, ‘the hour of the day, &c. by
significant tokens, Was, together with his owner, put into
the Inquisition, as jf'they had both dealt with the devil ;
but the supposed hyman criminal soon convinced the
inquisitors that he'was an Honest juggler, and that his
horse was as innocent as any beast in Spain.

The late Mr. James West asserted that he lived long
in England ; which Granger would not believe, as he
could find no mention af him in any of our books; and
moreover adds, “‘Nor do ILrely implicitly on the au-
thority.” It is, however, somewhat singular, that in
another part of his book: he calls the same authority
unquestionable ; for which see the account of Barefoot,
the Letter Doctor.
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PETER THE WILD BOY.

Ox the continent of Europe, the regions of which are
interspersed with vast forests and uncultivated tracts,
various individuals of the human species have at diffe-
rent times been discovered in a state no better than the
brute creation. With nearly all of them this has been
the case to such a degree, that it has been found im-
possible to obtain from them any information respect-
ing the .circumstances which reduced them to sucha.
deplorable situation, or of the manner in which they
contrived to preserve their lives amidst the numerous
perils by which they were surrounded. Most of these
unfortunate beings were so ¢ompletely brutalised, as to
be utterstrangers to the faculty"®f speech, and totally
incapable of acquiring: it~a fact which demonstrates
how much man 18 indebted to the society of his fellow-
creatures for many of the eminent advantages possessed
by him over’ the.other classes of animated nature.

One of the most singular ‘of these human brutes, as
they must’ juﬁtly'be denominated, was Peter the Wild
Boy, whose origin and history, previous to his discovery,
must, from reasons already mentioned, remain for ever
a secret. e was found in the year 1725, in a wood
near Hamelin, about twenty-five miles from Hanover,
walking on his hands and feet, climbing trees like a
squirrel, and feeding on grass and moss; and in the
month of November was conveyed to Hanover, by the
superintendent of the House of Correctio at Zell. At
this time he was supposed to be about thirteen years
old, and could not speak. This singular creature was
presented to King George I. then at Hanover, while at
dinner. The king caused him to taste of all the dishes
ou the table; and in order to bring him by degrees to
relish buman diet he directed that he should Irave such
provision as he seemed best to like, and such instruc-
tions as might best fit him for human society.
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Soon after this, the boy made Hhis escapeinto the same

wood, where he concealed himself among the branches

of a tree, which was sawed down to recover him. He

was brought over to England at the beginning of 1726, -

and exhibited to the king and many of the nobility. In
this country he®was distinguished by the appellation
of Peter the Wild Boy, which he ever afterwards re-
tained. :

He appeared to have scarcely any ideas, was uneasy
at being obliged to wear clothes, and could not Le in-
duced to lie on a bed, but sat and slept in a corner of
the room, whence it was conjectured that he used to
sleep on a tree for security against wild beasts. Hewas
committed to the care of Dr. Arbuthnot, at whose house
he either was, or was to have been baptized; but not-
withstanding all the doctor’s pains, he never could bring
the wild youth to the use of speech, or the pronunciation
of words. As-every effort of this kind was found to be
in vain, he was placed with a farmer at a small distance
from town, and a pension was allowed him by the king,
which he enjoyed till his death. '

Theill success of these efforts seems to havelaid curi-
osity asleep, till Lord Monboddo again called the pub-
lic attention to this phenomenon. That nobleman had
been collecting all the particulars’ he could meet with
concerning Peter, in order to establish a favourite but
truly whimsical hypothesis. The plan of his work on
the ““Origin and Progress of Language,” necessarily
involved the history of civilization and general know-

ledge. His lordship carried his researches to a period far *
beyond the records of history, when men might be sup- .

posed to possess no means of the vocal communication
of their thoughts but natural and inarticulate sounds.

Abstracting, In imagination, from the rational superi- .

ority of man, whatever seems to depend on his use of
artifieial language, as a sign of thought, he represents’

the earlier generations of the human race, as having
been little, if at all, exalted in intelligence above the
ape and the oran outang, whose form bears a resem-
blance t& the human. The spirit of paradox even in-
clined him to believe that those rude men, who wanted
articulate language must have had tails, of which they
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might gradually have divested themselves, either by at-

tentions to the breed, like those ofa Cully or a Bakewell,

or by continual docking, till the tail was utterly ex-
- tirpated. '

In a very witty and ludicrous piece, by Dean Swift,
entitled, ¢ It cannot rain but it pours,”—he gives an ac-
count of this wonderful wild man, as he calls him, re-
plete with satire and ridicule, but containing many par-
ticulars concerning him, that were undoubtedly true.
Lord Monboddo, therefore concluded that the other
facts mentioned by that witty writer, though no where
else to be found, are likewise authentic, whatever may
be thought of the use and application he makes of them:
such as, that in the circle at court he endeavoured te
kiss the young Lady Walpole; that he put on his hat
before the king, and laid hold of the Lord Chamberlain’s
staff; that he expressed his sensations by certain sounds
ghich he had framed to himself, and particularly that
he neighed something like a horse, in which way he
commonly expressed his joy; that he understood the
language of birds and beasts, by which they express
their appetites and feelings; that his senses were more
acute than. those of the tame man; and, lastly, that he
could sing sometimes. These facts, his lordship con-
tends, the dean must have known, for he was at Lon-
don at the time, and of Swift’s integrity in not stating
any facts that were untrue, even in a work of humor, his
lordship has no doubt. The dean farther said, that it
was evident, by several tokens, that this wild boy had a
‘father and mother like one of us. * This,” says Lord
-Monboddo, I believe also to be true; because I was told
by a person yet living, that when he was caught he had

“a collar about his neck with something written uponit.”

- . In Peter the Wild Boy, Lord Monboddo conceived
that he had discovered a corroboration of his eccentric
opinion. His lordship, accordingly, went to see him,
and the result of his inquiries 1s thus stated in his
‘ Ancient Metaphysics:"—

“It was in the beginning of June, 1782, that I saw
him in a farm-house called Broadway, about a mile from
Berkhamstead, kept there on a pension of thirty pounds,
which the king pays. e is but of low stature, not ex-
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ceeding five feet three inches, and though he must now
be about seventy years of age, he has a fresh, healthy
look. He wears his beard; his face is not at all ugly or
disagreeable, and he has a look that may be called sensible
or sagacious for a savage. About twenty years ago he
used to elope, and once, as I was told, he wandered as
far as Norfolk; but of late he has become quite tame,
and either keeps the house, or saunters about the farm.
He has been during the thirteen last years where he
lives at present, and before that he was twelve years with
another farmer, whom I saw and conversed with. This
farmer told me he had been put to school somewhere in
Hegtfordshire, but had only learned to articulate his own
name Peter, and the name of King George, both which
I heard him pronounce very distinctly. But the woman
of the house where he now is, for the man happened
not to be at home, told me he understood every thing
that was said to him, concerning the common affairs of
life, and I saw that he readily understood several things
she said to him while I was present. Among other
things, she desired him to sing Nancy Dawson, which
he accordingly did, and another tune that she named.
He was never mischievous, but had that gentleness of
manners which I hold to be characteristic of our nature,
at least till we become carnivorous, and hunters or war-
riors. He feeds at present as the farmer and his wife do,
but, as I was told by an old woman, who remembered to
have seen him when he first came to Hertfordshire, which
she computed to be about fifty-five years before; hethen
fed much on leaves, particularly of cabbage, which she
saw him éat raw. He was then, as she thought, about
fifteen years of age, walked upright, but could climb
trees like a squirrel. At present he not only eats flesh,
but has acquired a taste for beer, and even for spirits, of
which he inclines to drink more than he can get. The
old farmer with whom he lived before he came to his
present situation, informed me, that Peter had that
taste before he came to him. He is also become very
fond of fire, but has not acquired a liking for money ;
for though he takes it, he does not keep it, but gives it
to his landlord or landlady, which I suppose is a lesson
they have taught bim. He retains so much of his natu-
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ral instinct, that he has a fore-feeling of bad weather,
growling and howling, and shewing great disorder be-
fore it comes on.”

His lordship afterwards requested Mr. Burgess of
Oxford, to make farther inquiries for him on the spot,
concerning Peter, and that gentleman transmitted him
an account. :

Till the spring of 1782, which was soon after his ill-
ness, he always appeared remarkably animated by the
influence of the spring, singing all day; and if it was
clear, half the night. He is much pleased at the sight
of the moon and stars; he will sometimes stand out in
the warmth of the sun, with his face turned up towards
it in a strained attitude, and he likes to be out in a starry
night, if not cold. These particulars naturally lead to
the inquiry, whether he has, or seems to have any idea
of the great author of all these wonders. 1 thought this’
a question of so much curiosity, that when I left Broad-
way, I rode back several miles to ask whether he had
ever betrayed any sense of a Supreme Being. I was told,
that when he first came into that part of the country,
different methods were taken to teach him to read, and
to instruct him in the principles of religion, but in vain.
He learned nothing, nor did he ever show any feeling of
the consciousness of a God.

He is particularly attached to his master, and seems
Fleased when set to any employment, but must always
have some person to direct him, as may be seen by the
following circumstance. Peter being one day engaged
with his master filling a dung-cart, and his master ha-
ving occasion to go into the house, left Peter to finish
the work, which he soon accomplished. But as Peter
must be employed, as soon as he had filled the cart, he
set to work to empty it, and his master returned to see
the cart nearly emptied again, from which he ever after-
wards learnt a useful lesson.

To these accounts, we have nothing farther to add,
than that Peter did not long survive the visits of Lord
Monboddo and his friend. He died at the farp in the
month of February, 1785, at the supposed age of 73
years.
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FRANCIS BATTALIA.

Max naturally both cometh in, and goeth out of the
world empty-handed ; yet I saw in London the other
day an Italian, one Franmcis Baitelia by name, about
thirty years of age, who was born with two stones in
one hand, and one in the other; who as soon as he was
born, having the breast offered to him, refused to suck ;
and when they would have fed him with pap, he utterly
rejected that also; whereupon the midwife and nurse,
entering into consideration of the strangeness of his
birth, and refusal of all kind of nourishment, consulted
with some physicians what they should do in such case.
They, when they saw the infant rejected all that they
could contrive for nourishment, told the women, that
they thought the child brought its meat with it into the
world, and that it was to be nourished with stones:
whereupon they wished the nurse to give him one stone
in a little drink, which he very readily took into his
mouth, and swallowed down; and when he had swal-
lowed all the three stones, and began to want his hard
meat, the physicians advised the nurse to get some small
pebbles, as like those which he was born with as she
could, with which kind of noyrishment he was brought
up; and now, in this stone-devouring age, lest pebbles
should be too plentiful and cheap, he subsists here a-
_mong us with the same kind of aliment. His manner
is to put three or four stones into a spoon, and so put-
ting them into his mouth together, swallows them all
do%n one after another; then (first spitting) he drinks a
glass of beer after them. He devours about half a peck
of these stones every day; and when he chinks upon his
stomach, or shakes his body, you may hear the stones
rattle as if they were in a sack; all which in twenty-fonr
hours are resolved, and once in three weeks he voids a
great quantity of sand by siege: after which digestion
of them, he hath a fresh appetite to these stones, as we
have to our victuals; and by these, with a cup of beer,
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FRANCIS BATTALIA. a1

and a pipe of tobacco, he hath his whole subsistence.
He hath attempted to eat meat and bread, broth, milk,
and such kind of food, upon which other mortals com-
monly live; but he could never brook any, neither
would they stay with him to do him any good.

He is a black, swarthy, little fellow, active and strong
enough, and hath been a soldier in Ireland, where he
hath made good use of this property; for, having the
advantage of this strange way of alimony, he sold his
allowance of provision at great rates ; for he told me,
that at Limerick, in Ireland, he sold a sixpenny loaf and
two pennyworth of cheese for twelve shillings and six-
pence.

It seems the fellow when he first came over, was sus-
pected for an imposter, and was by command of the
state shut up for a month, with the allowance of two
ﬁOts of beer, and half an ounce of tobacco every day,

ut was afterwards acquitted from all suspicion of
deceit. ~-

Mr. Boyle, speaking of Battalia, says, * Not long ago,
there was here in England a private soldier, very famous
for digesting stones ; and a very inquisitive man assures
me, that he knew him familiarly, and had the curiosity
to keep in his company for twenty-four hours together,
to watch him; and not only observed that he ate nothing
but stones in that time, but also that his grosser excre-
ment consisted chiefly of a sandy substance, as if the
devoured stones had been in his body dissolved, and
crumbled into sand.”

JOHN COTTINGTON.

Tu1s notorious character, better known by the name of
Mull'd Sack, was born in, or about, the year {604, in
Cheapside, London: where his father, who was much
addicted to inebriety, kept a small haberdasher’s shop.
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Tlis propensity for drinking so ruined his affairs, that
he became dependant on the relief of the parish, where
hk son, the subject of the present narrative, was brought
up, and placed, at the age of fourteen, as an apprentice
to a chimney-sweeper. After five years' servitude, he
left his master and set up for himself, when he became
".p@gorious for drinking mull'd sack and sugar. Rhenish
wine was, at this period, called Sack, not from its sweet-
ness, or saccharine flavour, but from the sacks, or dor-
rackises, in which it was generally contained. It was
sold by apothecaries in their shops, and was frequently
drank in a warm, or mull'd state, sweetened with sugar.

His orgies about Fleet-street and Temple-bar, often
disturbed the watch, and he was as often found incar-
cerated in durance vile for his excesses. Regaling him-
self one night at the Devil Tavern, in Fleet-street, a
match was made up between him, and one whom he
took to be of the fair sex, with whom he shortly after
contracted marriage at the Fleet; he soon after, however,
found out his mistake, as his good wife proved to be an
hermaphrodite, well known by the name of Aniseed
Robin. Thus disappointed in his expectations, Mull'd
Sack became a professed debauchee, followed the most
evil courses, extorfed money from travellers on the road,
and squandered his booty upon the five notorious women
barbers in Drury-lane.

His profligacy seems in no way to have hindered his
being concerned in an amour with a rich citizen’s wife,
in Mark-lane; this was, upon the whole, what suited
Mull'd Sack extremely well, for he is said to have dress-
ed genteelly, and to have carried himself with good de-

ortment towards the ladies in conversation. From this
ady he did not get more than 120L. before she died of
a then fashionable disorder, and left a family of twelve
children behind her. On her death bed she made a full
confession of her incontinency, in which she owned that
Mull'd Sack was the father of her youngest child. This
confession, though it might ease her conscience at that
time, made a considerable impression upon the mind of
her husband, for it appears he did not long survive her
death. Mull'd Sack having thus lost his benefactress,
turned pick-pocket with considerable success, and in a
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short time became a fop-man in the profession. Dressed
in black, with a roquelaire of the same colour, he visited
the churches and puritan meeting-houses in different
parts of the town, from the congregations of which he
obtained watches and money to a considerable amount.
One day Mull’d Sack observed the lady of Sir Thomas
Fairfax, general of the parliament forces, go to Dr. Ja-,,
comb’s lecture, at Ludgate, (now called St. Martin’s,)
he followed her in, and, in the most devout maaner du-
ring the lecturer’s long prayer, purloined her gold watch
set with diamonds, and the gold chain to which it was
appended. In a few weeks afterwards, dressed as a ca-
valier of the army, with rich accoutrements, he robbed
her ladyship again. To accomplish this, he watched
her carriage, and contrived to get the linch-pin of the
wheel out, as it came near Ludgate: this caused the
carriage to fall, and alarm her ladyship, who, at the
intimation of Mull’d Sack, consented to be led by him
into the church; by this stratagem, he deprived her of
another gold watch and seals, between the church-door
and ber seat, and decamped off with the greatest ease,
leaving her to measure the length of the parson's ser-
mon without her time-piece.
The notoriety of Mull’d Sack’s character became now
a common topic of conversation.—He placed himself at
the head of a notorious gang of the most depraved and
lawless ruffians, who unanimously chose him for their
captain. In this dignified station, he assumed sbme lit-
tle consequence ;—organized their proceedings, and was
the principal projector of all their schemes of villany :
and with so much succes did he carry on his depreda-
tions, that he scarcely knew the extent of his wealth.
He moreover had the audacity publicly to exhibit, in
different ale-houses, his expertness in the art of pick-
gpcketing, and actually had a number of pupils under
is tuition, who paid him handsomely Tor his instrue-
tions ! His impudence had not yet arrived at its height,
and his extravagance was unbounded ; his connexions
with profligate women constituted the means of squan-
dering away his ill got wealth, as well as a great part of
his time;; in short, according to Mr. Grainger’s account,
he and his companions got enough by picking pockets
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in the city, to have rebuilt the cathedral of St. Paul's!
From Charing-cross to the Royal Exchange, were limits
too confined for his depredations, he consequently visi-
ted White-hall, the Parliament-house, and the courts of
Law at Westminster, till, at length, detected in picking
the pocket of Oliver Cromwell, as he came from the
Parliament-house, he was tried, and stood a narrow
chance of being hanged ; for the robbery of his person
roused the anger of the Protector ; happily for Mull’d
Sack, there was no act of legislature to fix an exemplary
punishment on the offender, and he escaped, though
with such rough treatment, that put him so out of con-
ceit of his former course, that he took to the dangerous
pursuit of robbing on the highway.

Accompanied by one Tom Clerry, an associate, he
robbed Colonel Hewson of his purse on Hounslow-
heath, Cherry was afterwards taken and hanged, but
Mull’d Sack had the good fortune to secrete himself,
and thereby saved his neck.

Iis next companion was one Horne, a pewterer, who
had been a colonel in Down’s regiment of foot; with
this man he robbed Oliver Cromwell, as he was passing
alone over Hounslow-heath; they were, however quick-
1y pursued ; Horne was taken and hanged the same dav,
but Mull'd Sack had the good fortune to escape a second
time, of which he frequently made his boast among his
duleinas of Drury-lane and its purlieus.

The surprising extent to which he carried on his de-
predations is incredible, and were not the facts well at-
tested, we should be disposed to doubt the veracity of
many circumstances which are attributed to him. Re-
solute and determined in all his actions, he ventured,
aided by twelve others, to attack a government waggon,
laden with money to pay the army, and dispersed twenty
horse-troopers that guarded it. Their plunder was very
great, bnt was soon distributed amongst the fair dam-
sels above mentioned. Spies were appointed in different
parts of London, for the purpose of obtaining the ear-
liest information of all property that was within the
compass ‘of Mull'd Sack’s ability. The contents of a
jeweller's shop, while on its removal from Reading to
London, were captured by him, and for a length of time
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he wore the most valuable articles about his person.
Shortly afrer this, he robbed the Receiver’s office, at
Reading, of 600L sterling, which he conveyed off on
horseback, and lodged it, without detection, at his re-
sidence ; the magnitude of this depredation, and his
notorious character, caused him to be taken on suspi-
cion, and tried at Abingdon assizes, and he so managed
the affair, that, notwithstanding Judge Jermin exerted
all his powers to hang him, the jury discharged him.
The eircumstance which tended to finish the career of
Muil'd Sack’s depredations, arose from an intrigue be-
tween him and the wife of one John Bridges, a royalist.
'This man, it appears, narrowly watched his wife, and
prevented the frequent intercourse which would other-
wise have taken place between her and Mull’d Sack.
The latter, however, soon found means to quarrel with
her husband, caused a fray in the house, and murdered
him, for the sake of having a more easy access to her.
This murder, and the circumstances respecting it, at
length became noised abroad, and fearful of again being
apprehended, he fled beyond sea, and at Cologne robbed
King Charles II., then in his exile, of as much plate as,
at that time, amounted to 1500/ ; with this booty he re-
turped to London, and to atone, in some measure, for
his past offences, he promised Cromwell the disclosure
of some secret papers of that prince’s correspondence, of
which he boasted the possession; unable, however, to
perform what he himself had proposed, and the circum-
stances connected with the plate robbary becoming
known, he was sent to Newgate to stand his trial at the
Old Bailey, where he was found guilty, and received
sentence of death. He was executed in Smithfield-
rounds, April, 1659, at the age of fifty-five years.
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MATTHEW HOPKINS.

Marraew Hopkixs, of Manningtree, who was witch-
finder for the associated counties, hanged, in one year,
no less than sixty reputed witches in his own county of
Essex. The old, the ignorant, and the indigent, such
as could neither plead their own cause, nor hire an ad-
vocate, were the miserable victims of this wretch’s cre-
dulity, spleen, and avarice. He pretended to be a great
critic in special marks, which were only moles, scorbutic
spots, or warts, which frequently grow large and pen-
dulous in old age, but were absurdly supposed to be
teats to suckle imps. a ;

His ultimate method of proof was by tying together
the thumbs and toes of the suspected person, about
whose waist was fastened a cord, the ends of which were
held on the banks of a river by two men, in whose
power it was to strain or slacken it. Swimming upon
this experiment, was deemed a full proof of guilt; for
which King James, wko is said to have recommended, if
he did not invent it, assigned a ridiculous reason : ¢ That -
as such persons had renounced their baptism by water,
80 the water refuses to receive them.” Sometimes those
who were accused of diabolical practices were tied neck
and heels, and tossed into a pond; “ if they floated or
swam they were consequently guilty, and therefore ta-
ken out and burnt; if they were innocent, they were
only drowned.” The experiment of swimming was at
length tried upon Hopkins himself, in his own way, and
he was upon the evént, condemned and, as it seems,
executed as a wizard. Dr. Zach. Grey says, that he
had seen an account of betwixt three and four thousand
persons, who suffered death for witchcraft, in the king’s
dominions, from the year 1640, to the restoration of
Charleg II. 1In a letter from Serjeant Widdrington to
Lord Whitelock, mention is made of another fellow, a
Scotchman, of the same profession with Hopkins, who
received twenty shillings a head for every witch that he
discovered, and got thiriy pounds by his discoveries.
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VALENTINE GREATRAKES.

Was the son of William Greatrakes, Esq. of Affane,
in the County of Waterford, by a daughter of Sir Ed-
ward Harris, Knt., one of the Justices of the King’s
Bench, in Ireland. He was born at Affane, February
14, 1628, and received a classical education at the free
school at Lismore, where he continued till he was thir-
teen years of age, when he returned home, in order to
prepare himself for entering Trinity College, Dublin.
At this time the rebellion broke out, and owing to the
distracted state of the nation, he was obliged, with his
mother, who had several other smaller children, to fly
for refuge into England, where they were relieved by
his uncle, Edward Harris; after whose death, young
Greatrakes was committed to the care of John Daniel
Getseus, a German, and then minister of Stoke Gabriel,
in the county of Devon, who for seven years instructed
him in Theology, Philosophy, and the other sciences.
About the year 1634, he returned to his native country,
but was so exceedingly affected by the miserable and
reduced state it was in, that he retired to the castle of
Caperquin, where he spent a year in serious contempla-
tion on the vicissitudes of state and fortune. In the
vear 1649, he became lieutenant in the regiment of
Roger Lord Broghill, afterwards Earl of Orrery, then
acting in Munster against the Irish pa%ists; but when
the regiment was disbanded in 1656, he retired to his
estate at Affane, and was soon after appointed clerk of
the peace for the county of Cork, registrar for trans-
plantation, and justice of the peace.

About the year 1662, Greatrakes began to conceive
himself possessed of an extraordinary virtue, in being
able to remove the king’s evil, or other diseases, by
touching, or stroking the parts affected with his hand.
This imagination he concealed for some time, but at
last he revealed it to his wife, who ridiculed the idea.
Resolved however to make a trial, he began with one

I
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William Maher, who was brought to the house by his
father for the purpose of receiving some assistance from
Mrs. Greatrakes, a lady who was always ready to relieve
the sick and indigent, as far as lay in her power. This
boy was sorely afflicted with the king’s evil, but as it
was reported, was to all appearance cured by Mr. Great-
rakes laying his hands on the parts affected. Several
other persons having applied to be cured in the same
manner, of different disorders, he acquired considerable
fame in his neighbourhood. But being cited into the
Bishop's-court at Lismore, and not producing a licence
for practising, he was prohibited from laying his hands
on any person for the future, but still continued to do
so till January, 1665-6, when he went to England at the
request of the Earl of Orrery, in order to cure the lady
of the Lord Viscount Conway, of Ragley, in Warwick-
shire, of a continual violent head-ache. He staid at
Ragley about a month, but failed in his endeavours to
relieve this lady, notwithstanding he is said to have per-
formed several miraculous cures in those parts, and at
Worcester, and was sent for to Whitehall by his Majes-
ty’s orders ; and is likewise said to have wrought many
remarkable cures there, in the presence of several emi-
nent and skilful persons.

An account of his cures in Warwickshire, was pub-
lished at Oxford, by Mr. Stubbe, who maintained ** that
Mr. Greatrakes was possessed of a peculiar tempera-
ment, as his body was composed of some particular fer-
ments, the effluvia whereof being introduced, sometimes
by a light, sometimes by a violent friction, restore the
temperament of the debilitated parts, re-invigorate the
blood, and dissipate all heterogeneous ferments out of
the bodies of the diseased, by the eyes, nose, mouth,
hands, and feet.” This publication was a ‘ Lefter, ad-
dressed to the Hon. Robert Boyle, who, in a private
letter to the author, expressed his displeasure at being
thus publicly addressed on such a subject, particularly
as Mr. Stubbe endeavoured to show that Greatrakes's
gift was mirgculous. Mr. Glanville also imputed his
cures td a sanative quality inherent in his constitution ;
and others, (perhaps with greater probability) to the
force of imagination in his patients. Mr. Boyle, having
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seen Greatrakes’s performances in April, 1666,, attested
some of his remarkable cures.

This extraordinary man afforded much matter for the
press, and various pamphlets were published pro and
con. ; particularly one in quarto, supposed to have been
written by Mr. David Lloyd, reader of the Charter-
house, under the title of ¢ Wonders no Miracles, or
Mr. Valentine Greatrakes’'s Gift of Healing examined,
upon occasion of a sad effect of his stroking, March 7th,
1665, at one Mr. Cressell's house, in Charter-house-
yard, in a letter to a Rev. Divine, living near that place.”
This attack obliged Greatrakes to vindicate himself; and
accordingly he published a list of his ‘ strange cures.”
It is a truth that this man’s reputation rose to a prodi-
gious height, but afterwards declined almost as fast, for
the expectations of the multitude that resorted to him,
were not always answered.

Greatrakes possessed a high character for humility,
virtue and piety, and died about the year 1680.

The history of Greatrakes reminds us of an impostor,
who, not many years before, deluded the public ina
similar manner. In the reign of Charles I., an accusa-
tion was brought before the College of Physicians, a-
gainst one John Leverett, a gardener, who undertook to
cure all diseases, but especially the king’s evil, by way
of touching or stroking with the hand. He used to
speak with great contempt of the royal touch, and so
imposed upon numbers of credulous people. He as-
serted that he was the seventh son of a seventh son,
and profanely said that he felt virtue go out of him;
80 that he was more weakened by touching thirty or for-
ty in a day, than if he had dug eight roods of ground.
He also affirmed that he was much more affected if he
touched a woman than if he touched a man. The cen-

]

sors of the college adjudged him an impostor. /s .5 o
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JOHN OGLE.

Jack OeLE was of a good family, and inherited a pater-
nal estate of two hundred pounds per annum, which he
soon dissipated, and had afterwards recourse to the ga-
ming table, with various success. He was endued with
great valour, which he had an early opportunity of
signalizing in two duels; in both of which he distin-

ished himself in such a manner as rendered him very
popular at Whitehall, where he became acquainted with
some of the first characters in the kingdom. The seve-
ral adventures he met with in the course of his gaming,
procured for him the name of Mad Ogle, which he car-
ried to his grave. His sister, who was kept by the
Duke of York, helped to support him in his extrava-
gance, which on one occasion she had some cause to
repent; for Ogle one evening having a run of ill luck,
he waited on his sister for a supply; but finding her in
bed with the duke, he made bold to borrow his high-
ness’s clothes, gold watch, and a good quantity of gui-
neas, with which he went clear off. (}\Iot long after
meeting the duke in the very clothes, which he had got
altered to fit him, he very impudently walked up to
him, and’began stripping, saying ‘ he would not for
fort{] ounds wear his cast clothes any longer :” at which
his highness, not wishing the affair to be known, gave
him money to keep them on ; begging him, however, to
forbear taking his watch and money, with his cast
clothes, in future,

Another time having lost his cloak at play, on a mus-
ter of the troop, he was fain to borrow his landlady’s
red petticoat; which being discovered by one of his
comrades, from the appearance of the border, he made
the Duke of Monmouth acquainted with the circum-
stance, who presently ordered the whole troop to cloak ;
at which, Ogle began unpacking his petticoat, and loud-
ly bawled, ¢ Gentlemen, if I can’t cloak, I can petticoat
with the best of you.”
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He could never afford to keep a horse out of his pay;
but, when he had occasion to muster, made it his con-
stant practice to single out the hackney-coach which
had the finest horses, with which he drove up to Hyde
Park ; where, without much ceremony, he would take
the best horse for his purpose, and keep the coach
standing with one horse till the muster was over.

One of his frolics had like to have cost him his life.
Having a quarrel in the streets with a French officer of
the foot guards, who was a man of humour like himself,
a challenge ensued, and they agreed to go into the fields
to fight. A rabble followed them, in great expectation
of a duel. Before they got thither, the quarrel was
made up; but they ran with precipitation, as if they
were eager to engage, and leaped into a saw-pit. Here
they were discovered in a very ridiculous posture, as if
they were easing themselves. The disappointed mob
Eresently saluted them with a shower of stones and

rick-bats.

At last Ogle got so much of the sharping part at play,
that those who knew his person would not play with
him. Thus finding no more bubbles at ordinaries, the
Groom Porter’s, or other places of gaming, he haunted
the cock-pits ; at which pastime being a novice, he lost
in less than a year, at cocking, above nine hundred
pounds; then being reduced to a very low ebb, hard
drinking, and an infamous disease, hastened his death,
aged thirty-nine years.
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JACOB HALL.

THERE was a symmetry and elegance, as well as strength
and agility, in the person of Jacob Hall, which was
much admired by the ladies, who regarded him as a
due composition of Hercules and Adonis. The open-
hearted Duchess of Cleveland was said to have been in
love with this rope-dancer, and Goodman the player, at
the same time; the former received a salary from her
grace.

Mr. Wycherley’s intimacy with the Duchess of Cleve-
land was so far from being a secret, that it seems to
have been known to every body but the king. This
correspondence was begun by her grace; who called to
him, as their coaches passed by each other in the streets
of London, and told him that he was a son of a whore.
This was only telling him, in other words, that he was
a wit; as it plainly alluded to the last stanza of a song
in his *“ Love in a Wood, or St. James’s Park.” The
story is circumstancially told in Dennis’s Letters.

Purcell, the musician, has made Jacob Hall one of
the subjects in bis catch beginning

“ Here’s that will challenge all in the fair.”

The authenticity of Hall’s portrait has been question-
ed, from an inscription under one of the prints that
had been imported from Holland ; but it is now clearly
established, that the plate was originally done for Hall,
and afterwards altered, to represent a different person ;
which has been too much the practice of English pub-
lishers, as well as foreign ones.
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JOHN SMITH.

Joun SMmiTH, better known by the appellation of Buck-
horse, was one of the singularities of Nature. He first
saw the light in the house of a sinner, in that part of
London, known by the name of Lewkner’s-lane,—a place
notorious in the extreme, for the eccentricity of charac-
ters it contained : Aere the disciples of Bamfylde Moore
Carew were to be found in crowds, and where beggars
of all descriptions resorted to regale themselves upon
the good things of this life, laughing at the credulity of
the public in being so easily duped by their impositions ;
groups of the frail sisterhood adorned its purlieus,
whose nudicity of appearance, and glibbiosity of mo-
ther tongue, formed a prominent feature in this conglo-
meration of the vicious and depraved, by their coarse
amours, and barefaced pilfering ; the juvenile thief was
soon taught to become an adept in the profession, by
taking out a handkerchief or a snuff-box from the pock-
et of a coat covered with bells, without ringing any of
them—and the finished thief roosted here from the pry-
ing eye of society, and laid plans for his future depre-
dations in the arms of his unsophisticated charmer;
those timber-merchants who reduced their logs of wood
to matches, to light the public, might be observed issu-
ing out in numbers from this receptacle of brimstones !
Costermongers, in droves, were seen mounting their
neddies, decorated with hampers, scorning the refined use
of saddles and bridles ; and Lewkner's Lane was not on-
ly celebrated amongst all its other attractions, in being
the residence of a finisher of the law, (Tom Dennis)
slangly denominated Jack Ketch; but acquired conside-
rable notoriety by giving birth to the ugliness of a Buck-

horse, and beauty to a celebrated female, who, possess-.. 0

ing those irresistible charms that levelled all distinctions
of rank before its superior power, transplanted her from
the rude and dirty company of the dust-hill to the dow-
ny couch of royalty; and who was for many years the

g~
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enviable and elevated rib of a celebrated four-in-hand

baronet of the old school of whips, whose feats in dri-

ving, and sporting high-bred cattle, were considered
the very acme of style; and acknowledged one of the

most knowing lads upon the turf, when he led this fair

piece of the creation to the Hymeneal altar, who for a

long period continued a fized star in the hemisphere of

faghion,

It appears then, that few places could boast of more
originality of character than that from which Buckhorse
sprang; and from the variety of talent here displayed,
there is little doubt he did not long remain a novice.
As we have never been troubled with any account, to
what good-natured personage he owed his origin, we can-
not determine; but suffice to observe, that little Buck-
horse and his mother were turned out upon the wide
world long before he knew 1ts slippery qualities, by the
cruel publican, their landlord ; which inhuman circum-
stance took place about the year 1736.

This freak of nature it should seem, was indebted to
his mother for what little instruction he received, the
principal of which was an extraordinary volubility of
speech; and from his early acquaintance with the
streets, he picked up the rest of his qualifications.

Buckhorse’s composition, however rude and unsightly,
was not without harmony ; and although his fist might
not appear musical to his antagonist by its potent touch,
yet when applied to his own chin, was capable of pro-
ducing a variety of popular tunes, to the astonishment of
all those who heard and saw him, by which peculiar
trait he mostly subsisted. It wasa common custom with
him to allow any person to beat a tune on his chin for a
penny; and which was a source of much profit: and
added to that of selling switches for a half-penny a-
piece, were his only means of subsistence for many
years. His cry of ““ here is pretty switches to beat your
wives,” was so singular, that Shuter, the celebrated
comedian, among his other imitations, was more than
successful in his attempts of Buckhorse, and which was
repeatedly called for a second time.

As a pugilist, Buckhorse ranked high for courage and
strength among the boxers of his day, and displayed
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great muscular powers in the battles he had contested ;
and like many of the sporting gemmen, was distinguished
by his numerous amours with the gay nymphs of the
town, more by the potency of his arm, than the persua-
sive powers of rhetoric, notwithstanding his rapid im-
provements of the tongue.

Buckhorse was the person whom the late Duke of
Queensbury selected to ride for him, when he won his
celebrated wager against time.

JEDEDIAH BUXTON.

Tris famous calculator, was born at Elmeton, near

Chesterfield, in Derbyshire, in 1704. His grandfather,

John Buxton, was vicar of Elmeton; and his father,

William Buxton, was schoolmaster in the same parish ;

yet, notwithstanding the profession of his father, the

education of Jedediah seems to have been totally neg-

lected, for he was never taught either to read or write.

How he came first to know the relative proportions of

numbers, their denominations and powers, he never

could remember ; but upon these his attention was con-

stantly riveted, and he scarcely took any notice of ex-

ternal objects, except with respect to their numbers.

If any space of time was mentioned before him, he

would soon after say that it contained so many minutes ;

and, if any distance, he would assign the number of
hair-breadths in it, even when no question was asked .
him by the company. His power of attraction was so:
great, that no noise whatever could disturb him ; and,

when asked any question, he would immediately reply,

and return to his calculation without any confusion, or
the logs of more time than the answer required.
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A person who had heard of his astonishing capacity,
meeting with him accidentally, in order to try his cal-
culating powers, proposed to him the following question :
In a body whose three sides are 23,145,789 yards,
5,642,732 yards, and 54,965 yards, how many cubical
eighths of an inch? After once naming the several
figures distinctly, one after the other, in order to assure
himself of the several dimensions, this self-taught cal-
culator fell to work amidst more than a hundred of his
fellow-labourers ; and the proposer of the question,
leaving him for about five hours, returned and found
Jedediah ready with his answer, which was exactly right.

A variety of questions, he would solve in very little
time, by the mere force of memory. He would multiply
any number of figures, either by the whole or any part
of them, and at different times, and store up the various
products in his memory, so as to give the answers
several months after. He would work at several ques-
tions; first begin one, and work it half through; then
another, and so on, working in this manner six or eight
questions, and would either, as soon as finished, or
several months after, tell the result. This extraordinary
man would stride over a piece of land, and tell the
content of it with as much exactness as if he had mea-
sured it by the chain. His perpetual application to
figures prevented him from maﬁiug the smallest acqui-
sition in any other branch of knowledge; for, beyond
mere calculations his ideas were as confined perhaps as
those of a boy at ten years of age in the same class of
life.

The only objects of Jedediah’s curiosity, next to
figures, were the king and royal family; and his desire
to see them was so strong, that in the spring of 1754, he
walked up to London for that purpose, but was obliged
to return disappointed, as his majesty had removed to
Kensington. He was taken to see the tragedy of Ri-
chard IIL at Drury-lane ; and it was expected that the
novelty of every thing in this place, together with the
splendour of the surrounding objects, would have fixed
him in astonishment, or that his passions would in some
degree have been roused by the action of the performers.
Instead of this, during the dances, his attention was en-
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gaged in reckoning the number of steps. After a fine
piece of music, he declared that the innumerable sounds
produced by the instruments perplexed him beyond
measure; but he counted the words uttered by Mr.
Garrick in the whole course of the entertainment, and
affirmed that in this he had perfectly succeeded.

Heir to no fortune, and educated to no particular pro-
fession, Jedediah Buxton supported himself by the labour
of his hands. His talents, had they been properly cul-
tivated might have qualified him for acting a distin-
guished part on the theatre of life; he nevertheless
pursued the ¢ noiseless tenor of his way,” content if he
could satisfy the wants of nature, and procure a daily
sustenance for himself and family.

When he was asked to calculate a question, he would
sit down, take off his old brown hat, and resting upon
his stick, which was generally a very crooked one, in
that attitude he would fall to work. He commonly
wore on his head a linen or woollen cap, and had a
handkerchief carelessly thrown round his neck.

If the enjoyments of this singular man were few, they
seem at least to have been fully equivalent to his desires.
Though the powers of his mind raised him far above his
humble companions, who earned their bread in like
manner by the sweat of their brow, yet ambitious
thoughts never interrupted his repose, nor did he, on his
return from London, regret the loss of any of the
pleasures he had left behind him.

Buxton was married and had several children. He
died in the year 1775, aged 70 years.
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MOTHER LOUSE.

Tug original print, which is well executed, and much
like the person represented, gained the engraver, David
Loggan, who was employed at Oxford in engraving
views of public buildings, a considerable share of his
reputation. It was drawn from the life, at Louse Hall,
an ale-house near Oxford, which was kept by this ma-
tron, who was well known to the gentlemen of that Uni-
versity, who called her Mother Louse.

She was probably the last woman in England that
wore a ruff.

The following lines which are inserted under the
print, were doubtless written by one of the students
that frequented her house.

You laugh now, goodman Two-shoes, but at what ?
My grove, my mansion-house, or my dun hat ?

Is it for that my loving chin and snout

Are met, because my teeth are fallen out ?

Is it at me or at my ruff you titter ?

—Your grandmother, you rogue, ne'er wore a fitter—
Is it at forehead’s wrinkle, or cheek’s furrow ;

Or at my mouth so like a coney-borough ?

Or at those orient eyes that ne’er shed tear

But when th’ exciseman comes ?—that’s twice a year,
Kiss me and tell me true; and when they fail,

Thou shalt have larger pots and stronger ale.

Louse Hall seems to be quite forgotten ; Kidney
Hall, which a facetious author tells us was formerly a
seminary, is well known ; Cabbage Hall, which is said
to have been built by a tailor, is in as good repute
as ever.
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CHARLES PRICE.

CuArLes Price was born about the year 1730; his

father lived in Monmouth-street, and carried on the

business of a dealer in old clothes; here he died in the
ear 1750, of a broken heart, occasioned (as it is said)
y the bad conduct of his children.

Charles began early to manifest those traits of du-
plicity for which he afterwards became so greatly dis-
tinguished ; one remarkable instance deserves to be
mentioned as an example of juvenile hypocrisy scarcely
to be paralleled. He ripped off some gold lace from a
suit of old clothes which his father had bought, and
putting on his elder brother’s coat, went to sell it to a
Jew. The Jew became a purchaser, and in the way of
trade most unfortunately afterwards offered it to the
father for sale. He instantly knew it, and insisted
on the Jew's informing him from whom he received
it. The boys coming in at the time, and the Jew recol-
lecting the coat of the elder, immediately declared he
was the person from whom he purchased it; in conse-

uence of which he was directly seized and severely
gogged, notwithstanding his protestations of innocence;
the father was inflexible, while the conscious depreda-
tor, with an abominable relish for hypocrisy, witnessed
the suffering of his brother, and inwardly rejoiced'in the
castigation.

By a continued series of tricks and knaveries, prac-
tised under the eye of the father, he at length grew
tired of his son, and placed him with a hosier in St.
James’s-street. Here he continued but for a short time,
indulging in all the vagaries of his prolific imagination,
and exercising himself in all the arts and deceptions of
which he eventually made himself master. He robbed
his father of an elegant suit of clothes, in which having
dressed himself he went in that disguise to the hosier,
and bought about ten pounds worth of the most fashion-
able and expensive silk stockings, desiring them to be

K
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sent home for him in an hour, and assuming the name
of Henry Bolingbroke, Esq. The cheat was successful,
for his master did not know him; but this was not
enough, for in about half an hour after he appeared in
the shop in his usual dress, and was desired to take the
goods home, which he actually pretended to do; thus
both his father and master were robbed. He was, how-
ever, soon discovered and dismissed. From this period
we shall have to consider him at large in society, where
he continued to practice the most outrageous acts of
duplicity for many years.

Soon after this he set off for Holland, under the name
of Johnson. Forging a recommendation to a Dutch
merchant he became his clerk, debauched his daughter,
and was offered her hand in marriage ;—robbed his mas-
ter, and returned to England. Upon his arrival, he con-
trived to get himself engaged in his Majesty’s small beer
brewery near Gosport. In this situation he conducted
himself so well as to gain the confidence of his em-
ployer; and was upon the point of forming a matrimo-
nial connexion with his daughter. This match, however,
was prevented by an accidental discovery: the Jew, to
whom he had formerly sold the gold lace, happened to
reside at Portsmouth, and by his means the character of
Price was soon disclosed; his schemes frustrated, and
he was again thrown upon the world.

His wits, however, were not exhausted, nor did they
ever slumber long, though always employed for some
deceptive end. He determined upon a trial to esta-
blish a new brewery, By obtaining a partner with money,
and as a first step towards it, in the year 1775, he
issued the following curious advertisement:—

Wanted.

‘“ A partner of character, probity, and extensive ac-
uaintance, upon a plan permanent and productive.
ifty per cent. without risk, may be obtained. It is not

necessary he should have any knowledge of the business,
which the advertiser possesses in its fullest extent; but
he must possess a capital of between five hundred and
one thousand pounds to purchase materials, with which,
to the knowledge of the advertiser, a large fortune must
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be made in a very short time., Address to P. C., Cardi-
gan-head, Charing-cross. ‘

“P. S. None but principals, and those of liberal ideas,
will be treated with.”

By means of this advertisement, the famnus Comedian
Samuel Foote, was brought into the sphere of our hero's
depredation. Eager to seize what he conceived to be a
golden opportunity, he was induced to advance 5000
for a brewery. This sum did not last long; and instead
of the rapid fortune which the advertiser appeared so
certain of, Foote was glad to disengage himself from
the concern with the loss of his capital, and retired
wrung with the anguish of disappointment. Notwith-
standing which, Price had the impudence not long af-
terwards to apply to him again, under the idea of getting
him to embark in the baking trade; the witty comedian,
however, by this time knew his Price, and archly re-

lied, ‘* As you have bremed, so you may bake ; but I'll
e cursed if ever you bake as you have brewed.”

Price, after this unfortunate business, assumed a new
character, and appeared as a methodist preacher, in
which disguise he defrauded several persons of large
sums of money, He issued advertisements, offering to
procure gentlemen wives, and swindled a person of the
name of Wigmore of fifty guineas; this turned out more
serious than he expected, for Mr. Wigmore brought an
indictment against him, but he found means to refund a

art of ‘the money, and effected his escape. These and
other fraudulent means were long the objects of his am-
bition, though they were all the certain roads to infamy.

Still undismayed in his career, he had the astonishing
impudence to set up again as a brewer, in Gray’s Inn-
lane; here however, after committing a variety of frauds,
he became a bankrupt in the year 1776. With ingenu-
ity ever fruitful, he now set out for Germany, and enga-
ged in a smuggling scheme, for which he was thrown
into a prison in Holland, after realizing 300/, From
this confinement he had address enough, by an artful
defence, to extricate himself, and immediately returned
to his native country. Here he again engaged himself
in a sham brewery at Lambeth, where he was married ;
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still continuing his depredations, till at length he found
it necessary to decamp; he actually went to Copenhagen.
After some time he came back to England, where he
was doomed to close his days.

His brewing attempts having all failed, he was oblig-
ed to study some new mode of plundering society, and
under the pretence of charity he obtained money, for
which he was imprisoned , and having obtained libera-
tion, he, in the chgracter of a clergyman, succeeded
in various depredations, which eventually brought him
to the King’s Bench, from which place, he had dexterity
enough to extricate himself. A

His next plan was to try his success among the sche-
mers in the Lottery, and made his efforts answer his
purpose for a time ; but absconding with a ticket of ve-
ry considerable value, his attempts in this manner were
brought to a termination ; indeed, his arts and tricks
were s0 various, that to recount them all, would extend
our memoir of him beyond the limits of a publication
of thiskind: Alas! for human depravity.

We are now arrived at that period of our hero’s life,
when, by conuecting himself with the Bank of England,
he immortalized himself, by recording his name on the
lists of notoriety, as one of the most artful, and for a
time the most successful of impostors; but the result
was as might be expected, the loss of his life, after
practising a series of the most iniquitous devices that
were ever brought to play upon mankind.

In the year 1780, memorable for the riots in London,
he assumed the name of Brant, and engaged a plain,
simple, honest fellow as a servant, whom he converted
into the instrument of passing his forged notes, without
detection. He advertised for this servant, and conduct-
ed himself in a manner truly curious towards him. Of
the advertisement he heard nothing for about a week.
One evening, however, just about dusk, a coachman was
heard enquiring for the man who had answered the ad-
vertisement, saying, there was a gentleman over the
way in a coach who wanted to speak to him. On this,
the young fellow was called and went to the coach, where
he was desired to step in; there he found an apparently
old man affecting the foreigner, seemingly very much
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afflicted with the gout, as he was completely wrapped
up in flannel about the legs, and wore a camblet surtout,
buttoned over his chin close up to his mouth; a large
black patch over his left eye, and almost every part of
his face so hid, that the young fellow could scarcely
discover a feature, except his nose, his right eye, and
part of that cheek. The better to carry on this decep-
tion, Price took care to place the young man on his left
side, on which the patch was, so that the old gentleman
could take a look askance at the young fellow with his
right eye, and by that means discover only a portion of
his face. In this disguise he appeared to be about sixty
or seventy years of age, and when this man whom he
engaged saw him afterwards not much under six feet
high, his surprise and astonishment were so great, that
he could scarcely believe his own senses; and in addi-
tion to the deceptive dress in which he has been descri-
bed, he sometimes wore boots or shoes with heels very
little less than three inches high, and appeared so but-
toned up and straitened, as to look quite lank. While
we are thus remarking upon the expedients to which he
resorted, the better to effect his diabolical purposes, it
may not be ill-timed, to those who did not know him,
to give a true description of his person: he was in rea-
lity about five feet six inches high, a compact neat made
man, square shouldered, inclined to corpulency, his
legs were firm and well set, but by nature, his features
gave him a look of more age than rcally belonged to him,
which, at the time we are describing him, was near up-
on fifty; his nose was aquiline, and his eyes small and
grey, his mouth stood very much inward, with very
thin lips, his chin pointed and prominent, with a pale
complexion; but what favoured in the greatest degree
his disguise of speech, was the loss of his teeth. His
walk was exceedingly upright, and his manner active;
in a word, he was something above what the world ia
general would term a dapper made man.

The honest simplicity of the young man whom he had
thus duped into his service was such, that Price found
no difficulty whatever, in negociating through his hands
his forged bills, which were principally disposed of in
the purchasing of lotiery tickets and shares, at the same
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time taking care never fully to disclose to poor Samwel
his real name, person, or history; and it must be con-
fessed, his plan was devised and executed with the ut-
most skill and ability. Samuel continued for some time
the innocent and unsuspecting instrument of these nefa-
rious practices, after passing bills to the amount of
14007, was detected and taken into custody. Upon
learning this, Price retired with bis booty into the deep-
est obscurity, leaving poor Sam, who was terrified out
of his wits at a contemplation of the consequences that
might ensue from being an accomplice in such compli-
cated villany, to suffer near a twelve month’s imprison-
ment. .
Price with a purse well lined, having sought refuge
in some lone place of retirement, was heard nothing of,
till the year 1782, when, having, in all probability, ex~
hausted his former acquisitions, he again sallied forth in
search of new game with the most unparalleled audacity ;
and as a first step to the accomplishment of his purpose,
he engaged a smart active lad of the name of Power,
from a Register Office, The father of this lad was a
Scots Presbyterian, and to ingratiate himself with the
old man, Price professed high pretensions of reli-
ion, talked of virtue and morality, expressing a hope
that the boy was well acquainted with the Lord’s Prayer
and the Ten Commandments. Iaving thus far succeed-
ed, he now commenced his ravages on the well-known
Mr. Spilsbury of Soho-square, ordering large quantities
of his drops in the name of Wilmot, and introduced
himself to that gentleman as possessing all the symptoms
of age and infirmity. He was wrapped up in a large
camblet great coat, with a slouched hat on, the brim of
which was large, and bent downward on each side of
his head ; a piece of red flannel covered his chin, and
came up on each side of his face as high as his cheek
bones ; he wore a large bush wig, and a pair of green
spectacles on his nose; his legs and feet were complete-
ly enveloped in large wraps of flannel, and a green shade
hung down from his hat; but, upon this occasion he
abandoned the black patch upon his eye, considering his
features sufficiently disguiseg and obscured ; and also,
that it would not be safe to resort to an old expedient.,
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It is not a little remarkable, that Mr. Spilsbury, who.
knew Price well, was not able to detect his villany im
the character of Wilmot; and it is a fact, that sitting
together, side by side, in a coffee-house, Mr. S. was.
complaining to his coffee-house acquaintance, of the notes
which Wilmot had so artfully and successfully imposed:
upon him; Price actually favoured his own deceptions:
by pretending commiseration, frequently crying out,
*¢ Lack-a-day, good God !—is it possible!~—~who could
conceive such knavery to exist !—but it is a wicked world,
sir. What, and did the Bank refuse payment, sir?”’
staring through his spectacles with as much seeming sur-
prise as an honest man would have done. “O yes,”
said Mr. 8., with some degree of acrimony; **for you
must know it was upon the faith of the Bank of England
that I and a great many others have been induced to
take them, and they were so inimitably well done, that
the nicest judges could not have distinguished them;
but the old scoundrel will certainly be detected.”
“Good God !—lack-a-day !” continued Price, ¢ he must
have been an ingenious villain; what a complete old
rascal !”

Price had frequently been at the shop of a Mr. Ro-
berts, grocer in Oxford-street, where he now and then
bought a few articles, and took many opportunities of
showing his importance. Upon one occasion he called
in a .backney-coach, disguised as an old man, and
bought some few articles; a day or two afterwards he
repeated his visit; and on a third day, when he knew
Mr. Roberts was not in the way, went again, with his
face so painted that he appeared to be diseased with the
yellow jaundice. The shopman, to whom he enumera-
ted his complaints, kindly informed him of a prescrip-
tion for that disorder, which had cured his own father.
Price gladly accepted of the receipt, promising that if
it succeeded, he would call again, and handsomely re-
ward him for his civility. In conformity with which,
he entered the shop a few days afterwards, apparently

erfectly free from the complaint, and acknowledged
is great obligations to the shopman; after which, he
expatiated freely on his affluent circumstances, the short
time he had to live, and the few relations he had to
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Jeave his property to; he made him a present of a ten
pound bank-note. It will naturally be conceived this was
a forgery, but it had the desired effect with Price; for'
at the same time he said he wanted cash for another,
which was a fifty pound note. This the obliging and
unsuspecting shopman got change for at an opposite
neighbour’s. The next day, during Mr. Robert's ab-
sence, he called again, and entreated the lad to get
small notes for five other notes of fifty pounds each;
the lad however, telling him his master was not at home,
Price begged he woulg take them to his master’s ban-
kers, and there get them changed; this regnest was
immediately complied with. The bankers, Messrs.
Burchall and Co. complied with Mr. Robert’s supposed
request, immediately changed them, and small notes
were that day given to Price for them.

Having found out a fit object to practise his decep-
tions upon, in the person of Mr. E——, who was an emi-
nent merchant in the city, and having traced his con-
nexions to Amsterdam, even to the obtaining a letter
which was directed to him from a merchant there, he
commenced his attack on that gentleman in the follow-
ing manner :—He accosted him on ’'Change in another
disguised character, and told him that he had received
a letter from a correspondent of theirs at Amsterdam,
whose name he mentioned, informing him that a Mr.
Trevors, who frequented the ’Change, had defrauded the
Dutch merchant of 1000Z ; that the latter requested
Mr. E’s assistance in the recovery of the whole or any
part of it he could obtain. With this prelude he opened
the letter and presented it to Mr. E. who having read it,
entertained no doubt of its being the hand-writing of his
Amsterdam correspondent; he therefore readily offered
his assistance in any plan that might be pursued to fa-
vour his Dutch frieng. After thus paving the way, he
began to advise Mr. E. how to act. *Trevors,” said he,

_““will mostlikely be upon 'Change to-morrow ; he always
frequents the Dutch walk, and is dressed in a red surtout,
with a white wig; he hasalso square-toed shoes, and very
small buckles. Your best way will be to accost him,
draw him into a conversation upon the mercantile affairs
of Amsterdam, and by pretending he can be of service -
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to you, invite him home to dinner with you. You,will

then have a good opportunity to mention the business;

show, him the letter, and inform him that unless he re-

funds the whole or part of the money immediately, you

will expose the affair to the merchaats. By such a pro-

cedure you may probably procure the greater part of
the property, as he is rich, and always has cash about

him, and will rather comply with your demand, than

run the risk of exposure.” Mr. E. highly approved of
this proposal, and was much pleased with. the proapect

he appeared to have, of rendering such, essential service

to his Dutch friend. The next day appeared our hero

on the Dutch walk, in the dress he had so minutely de-

scribed. Mr. E. followed the advice which had been

given him, and after a little conversation, invited the
supposed Trevors to dine with him, which was imme-

diately accepted by Price. After the cloth was removed, .
and the family had retired from table, Mr. E. began to
open to Mr. Trevors, with as much delicacy as he could,

the purpose of his invitation. Our hero affected suc-

prise at this application, but acknowledged: the charge

1n part, assured him of his intention to settle the whole

account shortly, begged it might not be mentioned on

’Change, and as a proof of his intention he was willing

to pay 500/. down, if Mr. E. would bury the matter in

oblivion. This being readily promised on Mr. E.’s part,

Mr. Trevors produced a 1000/. bank-note from bis pock-

et book, which he said he would leave with Mr. E. if he

would give him the difference. Not having sufficient

cash and notes in the house, Mr. E. gave him a check

on his banker for the remaining 500L with which our

hero very soon after took his leave. The next morning

Mz, E. discovered that the 1000l note was a forgery, and:

ran to the bankers to stop the payment of his dratt, but

unfortunately too late; for a porter, who appeared to
have been followed by a tall old woman into the bank-

ing-house, had obtained notes for the check, four hours
before Mr. E.’s application to stop payment.

Upon a variety of others in a similar way did Price
exercise his deceptions}; among the rest Mr. Watt, ho-
sier, and Mr, Reeves, a colourman, were sufferers; and
such was his success that in one day he negociated sixty
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ten pound notes, changed fourteen fifty pound notes for
seven one hundred pound notes; indeed, such were his
tricks at this period, that it is scarcely possible to re-
count them.

The practices of evil-minded persons, who forget that
useful and comprehensive commandment—* Do unto
others as you would be done by,’—seldom lead to
happy or truly fortunate results, nor could it be expected
to %e the case with our present subject; he had assumed
the character of an Irish Linen factor, under the name
of Palton, and employed two young men to circulate
bis notes, whilst he still kept himself greatly disguised,
and in obscurity. The notes were detected, and by
means of a pawnbroker, Price was with great difficulty
at length discovered; upon being taken, however, he
most solemnly declared he was innocent, and when
taken before the magistrate, conducted himself with
great insolence. This took placeon the 14th of January
1786, and notwithstanding his disguises he was soon
sworn to by more persons than one; in consequence of
which, and finding there was no means of escape from
his present situation, he pretended to his wife in par-
ticular, great and serious penitence; for which, however,
there did not appear the least ground. The Bank were
fully determined on prosecuting him, and there was little
chance of his escaping an ignominious death by the
hands of the public executioner; but even this he ma-
naged to avoid, for one evening he was found hangin
against the post of his door, in the apartment allotteg
himin Tothill-fields Bridewell. Thus ridding the world
of as great a mouster as ever disgraced a civilized society.

In this situation he was discovered by the keeper of
the prison, who cut him down quite dead, and found in
his bosom three letters; in one of which, addressed to
the directors of the Bank, he confestad every thing re-
lative to the forgery, and the manner of circulating the
notes; another addressed to his wife, was written in &
most affecting style; and in the third, directed to the
keeper, he thanked him for the very humane treatment
he g:d experienced during his confinement.
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A eoroner’s jury was summoned as usual in such ea-

ses, and returned a verdict of self-murder: in conse-

uvence of which, his body was thrown into the ground
in Tothill ficlds, and a stake driven through it.

In a box belonging to Price, were found after his
death, two artificial noses, very curiously executed in
imitation of nature. These itis obvious he occasionall
wore as a part of the various disguise by which he had
been enabled, so long, to elude the hands of justice.
The counterfeit plates were found buried in a field near
Tottenham-court-road, the turf being replaced on the
spot. His wife, who had been confined with him as a
supposed accomplice, was discharged, after making full
eonfession of all she knew concerning his affairs; and
the rolling press, plates, and other materials were de-
stroyed by order of Sir Sampson Wright, the then pre-
siding magistrate.

It has been calculated, that the depredations of this
artful villain on society, amounted to 100,0007. ! and
yet, after his apprehension, he had the audacity to
write a letter to a gentleman whom he had defrauded of
more than 2000/ recommending his wife and eight chil-
dren to his protection.

Price’s expenditure must have beeu great, or the im-
prudence of his female coadjutor excessive; for at her
lodgings were fixed all the apparatus for manufacturing
the paper, and printing the bank-notes ; the plates were
also engraved by this ingenious culprit. Being thus
paper-maker, engraver, printer, and circulator, it is not
altogether surprising, that he contrived to prolong his
existence to the age of fifty-five; six years of which he
passed in hostilities against the Bank directors, whose
emoluments by fire, shipwreck, and other casualties,
Price conceived were much too enormous.

It must appear extraordinary to the reader, that.this
depraved impostor was so long able to escape discovery.
But it should be added, such was the inventive ingenui
of his mind, that in order to avoid detection, he too)
especial care, as well by the multifarious disguises of
his person and voice, to study the art of prevention, by
combining the whole of the proceedings necessary for
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the accomplishment of his designs, within his own pow-
er; seeing clearly that if he bad permitted a partner in
his concerns, he could not have expected to. remain so
wholly unsuspected, at least if not detected. He there-
fore became his own engraver, made his own paper
with the water marks, and never suffered his negociator
to know him ; nay, such was the secrecy with which he
carried on his business, that Mrs. Price, his wife, had
pot the least knowledge or suspicion of his proceedings.
Having by practice made himself master of engraving,
he made his own ink to prove his own works ; he then
purchased implements and manufactured the water-
marks ; he then set about to counterfeit hand-writings,
and in this he so far succeeded, as to puzzle a part of
the first body of men in the world ; thus proving bim-
sell a most accomglished and wary adept in the art of
deception. The abilities of the unhappy Ryland were
exerted in his profession, and therefore the imposition
was less to be wondered at; but in Price we find a novice
in the art, capable of equal ingenuity in every depart-
ment of the dangerous undertaking, from the engraving
down to the publication.

An attentive perusal of this narrative must awaken in
the breast of the reader a series of important and useful
reflections, calculated to leave impressions that should
excite a determination to resist every temptation that
chance or opportunity may afford ; to indulge in a vice
that eventually led to the destruction of this depraved
man, who from his youth upwards appears to have had
no object in view, but that of preying upon the credu-
lity 6f his fellow-men, and an assurance that

4 Vice is u monster of so frightfu! mien,
As to be hated needs but to be seen.”

That such talents should be appropriated to such a vee
must be deeply regretted, but that any individual shoutd
thus throughout life, act ‘the part of a wolf among his
fellow-creatures, deserves the utmost detestation.
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After many changes and revolutions, the ancient king-
dom of Naples submitted to the power of the House of
Austria ; and by their large and voluntary contributions,
the inhabitants gave, from time to time, the most un-
doubted proofs of their fidelity and obedience to that
illustrious family.

But this liberality was exerted at an expense the peo-
le were ill able to bear. They were oppressed with
eavy and increasing exactions, till at length the neces-

sary provisions for the support of life grew dear. This
begot discontent; tumult and insurrections followed;
which were attended with murder and bloodshed, and
all those outrages that are thesure consequences of po-
pular fury and distraction. ,

Philip IV. King of Spain, of whose dominions Naples
eonstituted a part, experienced no small share of this
generosity from the Neapolitans ; and in the year 1647,
it was proposed by government to present him with a fur-
ther donative. Philip was sensible of their affection;
but those who made the offer, did not consider the in-
ability of the people. All kinds of commodities bein
alreag taxed, it was difficult to contrive a methog
whereby to raise the mone{. So that they were obliged,
in the present necessity, to lay a gabel (or tax) upon every
sort of fruit; by which the common people were deprived
of their usual nourishment and support, and reduced to
the lowest misery and distress.

This gabel was collected with severity for seven
months ;- but it grew at last so insupportable, that thein-
habitants of every part of the kingdom determined to
bear the burden no longer, and to get rid not only of
this, but of all the other imposts. And their design was
attended with success, beyond their most sanguine ex-
pectations. There are certain limits fixed by nature in
thesmind of man, beyond which oppression becomes in-

L
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tolerable; heavyloads and exactions then beget despair,
and opposition, even at the hazard of fortune and death,
ensues.

The city of Naples was extremely populous; and as

many families were undone by the weight of the taxes,
particularly by that on fruit, whenever the Duke d’Arcas,
their viceroy, went out from his palace, he was sur-
rounded by multitudes, who made known to him the
hardships they suffered, and supplicated for relief. This
not availing, they one day peremptorily demanded a
release from the most burthensome taxes, and threatened
him with having recourse to desperate means, if their
demand was not complied with. The viceroy was so
terrified at these threats, that he promised them to take
off the gabel, and returned, not without apprehensions
of the consequences, to his palace. But being naturally
indolent, ang unfixed in his resolutions, he neglected to
do any thing in the affair, thinking it would subside of
itself.
His excellency, however, was greatly mistaken. The
populace grew more and more enraged, and commotions
and outrage were the consequence. What gave the
greater encouragement to the rioters was, the example
of their neighbours, the Sicilians; who had lately, by
force of arms and popular insurrections, obtained from
the viceroy of that kingdom, a release from the princi-
pal taxes, and a mitigation of the rest, together with
a general pardon. So that by the month of July, the
affairs of Naples were in such a posture, that every thing
seemed tending towards a rebellion.

At this time there lived in the corner of the great
market-place, a poor fellow whose name was Tomaso
Aniello d’Amalfi, but vulgarly, and by contraction,
called Masaniello. He was in the twenty-fourth year of
his age, of a sprightly, active disposition, pleasant and
humorous in his discourse, and of a confident, bold ad-
dress. His stature was of the middle size; his eyes
black, sharp, and piercing; his body rather lean than
fat, and he had short cropped hair. He usually wore
a mariner’s cap on his head, long linen slops or drawers,
a blue waistcoat, and went barefoot. His countenance
was daring and enterprising; and he possessed a good
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share of stern resolution and rcugh courage, of which he
afterwards gave many proofs. He got his living by
angling for small fish, with a cane, hook, and:line; and.
sometimes he bought fish in the market, which he sold
again by retail: in short, he wgs one of those whom the
Neapolitans call Pescivendol.

He lived, as before observed, in a corner of the great
market-place; and it strangely happened, that under one
of the windows of his house were fixed the arms and name
of Charles V. ofa very ancient standing. This circum-
stance, trivial as it may appear, seems to have given
rise to Masaniello’s exertions in favour of his country-
men ; and it was understood to be a mysterious presage
of what afterwards happened; viz. that this retailer of
fish (as he would often jocularly say of himself) should
restore the city to a state of exemption and liberty, and
recover and establish the charter of privileges which had
been granted by that great and invulnerable monarch to
the people of Naples.

Being naturally of a bold and enterprising disposition,
and of a warm and passionate temper, Masaniello could
not behold the distresses of his fellow-citizens with in-
difference; and the situation of the emperor’s arms ha-
ving inspired him with an idea that he was the mnan ap-
pointed by Heaven to obtain them redress, the thought
took. possession of his mind, and stirred him up to
interest himself in their favour.

About a century before, there had been a violent com-
motion in Naples, occasioned by Philip II. endeavouring
to introdnce the inquisition into that city; at which
time there had started up a Masaniello, who put himself
at the head of the mob, and was successful in opposing
the measures of the court. This person, who was a
banditti captain, was principally concerned in raising
and keeping up the tumults: but though the nobility at
that time acted in concert with the people, these com-
motions were attended with no very bad consequences,
nor was the ferment of long continuance. This event,
which was still remembered, might also have some in-
fluence on the mind of the Neapolitan fisherman.

This man, reduced to misery, and inflamed by the
general murmurs of the city, desperately resolved either
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to suppress the taxes, or to perish. One day, as he was
going towards his house in great indignation, he met
with Perrone, a famous captain of banditti, who, after
some deed of violence, had, with a comrade, fled to a
church for refuge. They observed the rage of Masa-
niello as he passed by, and inquired the cause. He
answered furiously, I will engage to be hanged, if I do
not right this city.” Theylaughed at his words, saying,
“ A proper person, truly, to right the city of Naples!”
Masaniello replied, *“ Do not laugh: if I had two or
three of my humour, you should see what I could ac-
complish. Will you join with me ?’—* Yes,” sdid they.
Then, when they iad given him their solemn assurance,
he departed.

Observing, from a kind of natural craftiness, that
murmurs and discontent prevailed in every part of the
town, and that the people were ripe for disturbance, the
designs of Maszmieﬁo egan by degrees to unfold them-
selves, and an incident which at that time happened,
ripened them into action.

Some of the officers of the custom, with whom the
city then swarmed, from the number of commodities
taxed, having accidentally met his wife in the street
with a small quantity of contraband flour in her apron,
they carried her to prison; and without having the least
regard to the tears and entreaties of her husband, would
not set her free, until he had paid a fine of an hundred
ducats; a sum which the poor fellow was obliged to sell
the whole of his householg furniture to raise. This ex-
tortion sunk so deep into the heart of the young fisher-
man, that he determined to be revenged.

His first step for effecting this purpose, was to excite
occasional tumults in the fruit-market, for which the
people were already well disposed. He next ran through
every quarter of the city, erying out, No gabel! No
gabel !~ And though some of the citizens laughed, and
took him for a madman; yet his words, as was after-
wards proved by the event, made a deep impression upon
others,

Finding the boys to gather round him, he endeavour-
ed to ingratiate himself into their favour, by a speech
adapted to their young minds, wherein he bitterly in-
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veighed against the cruelty of government, and enume-
rated to them the enormous gabels that were laid on all
the necessaries of life, And having, after several repe-
titions, made them acquire the substance of his speech,
he directed them to disperse themselves through every
street, repeating their lesson as they went, even to the
very windows of the viceroy’s palace.

The number of these young insurgents went on in-
creasing, till they amounted to upwards of five thousand
choice sturdy lads, about sixteen or seventeen years of
age. With these he entered the market-place, on Sun-
day the 7th of July, and raised such disturbances among
the collectors of the gabel, and the country and retail
fruiterers, that the taxes could not be collected; and
the fruit in the scuffle being thrown about, the boys
scrambled for it, to the great entertainment of the
spectators,

Atlength affairs, as he intended they should, grew more
serious, The rabble flocked together in great numbers,
as well in the market-place, as in other quarters of the
city, where they talked loudly, and without reserve, of
the oppressions they laboured under, until a riot ensued
between the shopkeepers and fruiterers, when Anaclerio,
the elect of the people, was sent by the regent of the
city to restore order. One of the most active in the
disturbance was a cousin of Masaniello ; he also had re-
ceived his instructions, and was particularly instrumen-
tal in exasperating the people. He perceived, that he
could sell his fruit but at a low price, which, when the
tax was paid, would not only deprive him of all profit,
but render him a loser. Under this impression he fell
into a great fury, threw two large baskets on the ground,
and cried out, “ God gives plenty, and the bad govern-
menta dearth : T care not a straw for this fruit; letevery
one partake of it.” The boys eagerly ran to gather and
eat the fruit, and Masaniello rushed in among them,
crying, * No tax, no tax.”—Anaclerio endeavoured to
interpose; he threatened him with whipping and the
gallies; butthis so inflamed the reséntment of the crowd,
that the fruiterers and all the people threw figs, apples,
and other fruits in his face. Masaniello struck him upon
the breast with a stone, and encouraged his militia of

L2
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boys to do the same. It was well that Anaclerio sought
his safety in flight. ) L .
‘The fury and violence of the populace still increasing.
Masaniello put himself at the head of them, and, sur-
rounded. by an infinite number of boys, and loose
people of all descriptions, some armed with sticks,
others with pikes and javelins, he leaped upon the table
among the fruiterers, and demanding silence, made the
following harangue; which, asit will furnish the reader
not only with a specimen of our hero’s oratorical abilities,
but with many other traits of his character, is here given
at length: * Rejoice, my dear companions and country-
men ; give God thanks, and the most gracious Virgin of
Carmine, that the hour of our redemption, and the time
of our deliverance draweth near. This poor fisherman,
bare-footed as he is, shall, as another Moses, who de-
livered the Israelites from the cruel rod of Pharoah the
Egyptian king, free you from all the gabels and impo-
sitions that were laid upon you. It was a fisherman, I
mean St. Peter, who reduced the city of Rome from the
slavery of the Devil, to the liberty of Christ; and the
whole world followed that deliverance, and obtained their
freedom from the same bondage.—~Now another fisher-
man, one Masaniello, I am the man, shall release the
city of Naples, and with it a whole kingdom, from the
cruel yoke of tolls and gabels. Shake off therefore,
from this moment, the yoke; be free, if you have but
courage, from those intolerable oppressions under which
you have hitherto groaned. To bring this glorious end
about ;-~for myself, I do not value if I am torn to pieces,
and dragged up and down the city of Naples, through
all the kennels and gutters that belong toit. Let all the
blood in my body spin cheerfully out of these veins; let
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