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ESSAYS

CIVIL AND MORAL

By FRANCIS BACON

(Fravncis Bacon—Lord Verulam and Viscount St Albans—was born a
York House, Strand, January 22, 1501, the younger son of Sw Nicholas
Bacon, who was Lord Keeper of the Great Seal He was one of England's
most noted philosophers, essayists, and statesmen  He was educated pri-
vately, and later at Trmuty College, Cambridge. While a student at
Cambridge he attracted favorable attention of Queen Elzabeth who dubbed
him “The Young Lord Kecper”. He was called to the Bar w 1382 His
success at the bar was good and he entered the poltical arena as a member
for Melcombe Regis, sitting for Taunton, Lwerpool, Middlesex, and
Southampton  Unfortunately Bacon was treacherous to his friends and
flattered those above um. With the accession of James I, he lost no time
m using his old art of flattery unth the result that he was knighted, 1603;
became Solicitor-General m 1607, Attorney-General wm 1613, Lord Keeper,
1618, Lord Chancellor, and Baron Verulam m 1619, and Viscount St Al-
bans m 1621 His rise to greatness was followed by s downfall on
March 17, 1621, when charges of corruption were lard agamst him by the
Commons. Fmed 40,000 pounds, he was committed to the Tower and was
declared mcapable of holdmg public office. He was now able to devote the
rest of ms life to lterary and philosophical writmgs m which he really
achieved greatness, and which constitutes his endurmg title to fame
Among his noted works are, “Advancement of Learning”, “Wisdom of
Ancients”, and he 1s at his best m s “Essays”, which combwme high sense
of style with unsdom and keen observation of lfe. The mdication by
some writers that Bacon wrote some of the plays of Shakespeare has
been discredited.  Bacon died m 1626 )

ESSAY I
OF TRUTH

Waar is truth? said jesting Pilate, and would not stay for an an-
swer. Certainly there be that delight in giddiness, and count it a
bondage to fix a belief; affecting free-will in thinking, as well as in
acting  And though the sects of philosophers of that kind be gone,
yet there remain certain discoursing wits which are of the same
veins, though there be not so much blood in them as was in those of
the ancients. But it is not only the difficulty and labour which men
take 1 finding out the truth, nor again that when it is found it im-
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2 ESSAYS

poseth upon men’s thoughts, that doth bring lies in favour; but a
natural though corrupt love of the lie itself One of the later school
of the Grecians examineth the matter, and 1s at a stand to think what
should be in 1t, that men should love lies; where neither they make
for pleasure, as with poets, nor for advantage, as with the merchant;
but for the lie’s sake. But I cannot tell: this same truth 1s a naked
and open day-light, that doth not shew the masques and mummeries
and triumphs of the world, half so stately and daintily as candle-
lights. Truth may perhaps come to the price of a pearl, that sheweth
best by day; but 1t will not rise to the price of a diamond or car-
buncle, that sheweth best in varied lights A mixture of a lie doth
ever add pleasure. Doth any man doubt, that if there were taken out
of men’s muinds vain opinions, flattering hopes, false valuations,
imaginations as one would, and the like, but it would leave the minds
of a number of men poor shrunken things, full of melancholy and
indisposition, and unpleasing to themselves? One of the fathers, in
great severity, called poesy winum demonum, because it filleth the
imagination, and yet 1t 1s but with the shadow of a lie But it is not
the lie that passeth through the mund, but the lie that sinketh in and
settleth 1n it, that doth the hurt, such as we spake of before But
howsoever these things are thus in men’s depraved judgments and
affections, yet truth, which only doth judge itself, teacheth that the
inquiry of truth, which 1s the love-making or woomg of it, the
knowledge of truth, which is the presence of it, and the belief of
truth, which is the enjoying of it, is the sovereign good of human
nature, The first creature of God, in the works of the days, was
the hight of the sense; the last was the light of reason; and his
sabbath work, ever since, is the illumination of his Spirit  First he
breathed light upon the face of the matter or chaos; then he breathed
light into the face of man; and still he breatheth and inspireth light
into the face of his chosen. The poet that beautified the sect that was
otherwise inferior to the rest, saith yet excellently well: It is a pleas-
ure to stand upon the shore, and to see ships tost upon the sea: a
pleasure to stand in the window of a castle, and to see a battle and the
adventures thereof below: but no pleasure is comparable to the stand-
ing upon the vantage ground of truth (a hill not to be commanded,
and where the air 1s always clear and serene), and to see the errors,
and wanderings, and mists, and tempests, in the vale below: so always
that this prospect be with pity, and not with swelling or pride. Cer-
tainly, it is heaven upon earth, to have a man’s mind move in charity,
rest in providence, and turn upon the poles of truth

To pass from theological and philosophical truth, to the truth of
civil business: 1t will be acknowledged, even by those that practise
it not, that clear and round dealing is the honour of man’s nature; and
that mixture of falsehood is like alloy in coin of gold and silver;
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which may make the metal work the better, but it embaseth 1t For
these winding and crooked courses are the goings of the serpent;
which goeth basely upon the belly, and not upon the feet There 15
no vice that doth so cover a man with shame as to be found false
and perfidious. And therefore Mountaigny saith prettily, when he
inquired the reason, why the word of the le should be such a dis-
grace and such an odious charge? saith he, If 1t be well weighed, to
say that a man lieth, 1s as much to say as that he 1s brave towards God
and a coward towards men For a he faces God, and shrinks from
man Surely the wickedness of falsehood and breach of faith can-
not possibly be so highly expressed, as in that 1t shall be the last
peal to call the judgments of God upon the generations of men; it
being foretold, that when Christ cometh, he shall not find faith upon
the earth.



ESSAY II
OF DEATH

MEen fear death, as children fear to go in the dark, and as that
natural fear in children 15 increased with tales, so is the other. Cer-
tainly, the contemplation of death, as the wages of sin, and passage to
another world, 15 holy and rehigious, but the fear of 1it, as a tribute
due unto nature, 1s weak Yet 1n religious meditations there 1s some-
times mixtures of vamty and of superstition You shall read n some
of the friars’ books of mortification, that a man should think with
himself what the pan is 1f he have but his finger’s end pressed or
tortured, and thereby imagine what the pams of death are, when the
whole body is corrupted and dissolved: when many times death
passeth with less pain than the torture of a hmb; for the most vital
parts are not the quickest of sense And by him, that spake only as
a philosopher and natural man, 1t was well said, Pompa mortis magis
terret quam wmors 1psa. Groans and convulsions, and a discoloured
face, and friends weeping, and blacks, and obsequies, and the like,
shew death terrible It 1s worthy the observing, that there is no pas-
sion 1n the mind of man so weak, but 1t mates and masters the fear
of death; and therefore death 1s no such terrible enemy, when a man
hath so many attendants about him that can win the combat of him
Revenge triumphs over death, love shights 1t; honour aspireth to it;
grief flieth to 1t, fear pre-occupateth 1t, nay, we read, after Otho the
emperor had slain himself, pity (which is the tenderest of affections)
provohed many to die, out of mere compassion to their sovereign,
and as the truest sort of followers Nay, Seneca adds niceness and
satiety:  Cogita quam din eadem feceris; mory wvelle, non tantum
fortis, aut mser, sed etiam fastidiosus protest A man would die,
though he were neither vahant nor miserable, only upon a weariness
to do the same thing so oft over and over It 1s no less worthy to
observe, how httle alteration, 1n good spirits, the approaches of death
make, for they appear to be the same men till the last instant
Augustus Cesar died in a comphment  Limia, congugii nostri memor,
viwe et vale Tiberius in dissimulation, as Tacitus saith of him:
Jam Tiberium wires et corpus, mon dissimulatio, deserebant. Ves-
pasian 1n a jest, sitting upon the stool* Ut puto Deus fio Galba
with a sentence, Feri, st cx re sit populi Romani, holding forth his

4
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neck. Septimius Severus in dispatch  Adeste si quid mihi restat
agendum. Aad the like Certanly the Stoics bestowed too much
cost upon death, and by their great preparations made 1t appear more
fearful. Better saith he, Qui finem wite cxtremum mter muncra
pongt Nature., It 1s as natural to die as to be born, and to a little
infant, perhaps, the one is as pamnful as the other He that dies n an
earnest pursuit 15 like one that 15 wounded in hot blood, who, for the
time, scarce feels the hurt; and therefore a mind fixed and bent upon
somewhat that 1s good doth avert the dolours of death But above
all, believe 1t, the sweetest canticle 1s Nunc dimittis, when a man
hath obtained worthy ends and expectations, Death hath this also,
that 1t openeth the gate to good fame, and extinguisheth envy.—
Extinctus amabstur 1dem.



ESSAY III
OF UNITY IN RELIGION

ReL1GION being the chief band of humar society, it 1s a happy thing
when 1tself 15 well contained within the true band of umty The
quarrels and divisions about religions were evils unknown to the
heathen The reason was, because the religion of the heathen con-
sisted rathed m rites and ceremontes, than in any constant belief. For
you may imagme what kind of faith theirs was, when the chief
doctors and fathers of their church were the poets But the true
God hath this attribute, that he is a jealous God; and therefore his
worship and religion will endure no mixture nor partner We shall
therefore speak a few words concerming the umity of the church; what
are the fruits thereof , what the bounds; and what the means.

The fruits of umity (next unto the well pleasing of God, which is
all 1n all) are two; the one towards those that are without the church,
the other towards those that are within. For the former; it is cer-
tain that heresies and schisms are of all others the greatest scandals;
yea, more than corruption of manners For as in the natural body
a wound or solution of continuity is worse than a corrupt humour, so
in the spiritual. So that nothing doth so much keep men out of the
church, and drive men out of the church, as breach of unity. And
therefore whenever 1t cometh to that pass, that one saith Ecce in
deserto, another saith Ecce i penetralibus; that is, when some men
seek Christ in the conventicles of heretics, and others in an outward
face of a church, that voice had need continually to sound in men’s
ears, Nolite exire—Go not out. The doctor of the Gentiles (the
propriety of whose vocation drew him to have a special care of those
without) saith, If an heathen come in, and hear you speak with sev-
eral tongues, will he not say that you are mad? And certainly it is
little better, when atheists and profane persons do hear of so many
discordant and contrary opinions in religion; it doth avert them fror
the church, and maketh them to sit down 1n the chair of the scorners.
It is but a hight thing to be vouched in so serious a matter, but yet it
expresseth well the deformity There 1s a master of scoffing, that
in his catalogue of books of a feigned library sets down this title of
a book, The morris dance of heretics For indeed evegy sect of them
hath a diverse posture or cringe by themselves which cannot but move

6
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derision in worldings and depraved politics, who are apt to contemn
holy things

As for a fruit towards those that are within, it is peace, which
contaneth infinite blessings 1t establisheth faith; it kindleth charity;
the outward peace of the church distilleth into peace of conscience;
and it turneth the labours of writing and reading of controversies into
treaties of mortification and devotion.

Concerning the bounds of unity; the true placing of them im-
porteth exceedingly There appear to be two extremes For to
certain zelants all speech of pacification is odious Is st peace, Jehu?
What hast thou to do wnth peace? turn thee behind me  Peake 1s
not the matter, but following and party Contrariwise, certain Laodi-
ceans and lukewarm persons think they may accommodate points
of religion by middle ways, and taking part of both, and witty
reconcilements; as if they would make an arbitrement between God
and man Both these extremes are to be avoided, which will be
done, if the league of Christians penned by our Savior Himeelf
were 1n the two cross clauses thereof soundly and plainly expounded:
He that 1s not with us is against us; and again, He that 1s not
against us is with us* that is, if the points fundamental and of
substance 1 religion were truly discerned and distinguished from
points nat merely of faith, but of opimon, order or good intention.
This is a thing may seem to many a matter trivial and done already;
but if 1t were done less partially, it would be embraced more
generally.

Of this I may give only this advice, according to my small model
Men ought to take heed of rending God's church by two kinds
of controverstes. The one is, when the matter of the point con-
troverted 1s too small and hight, not worth the heat and strife about
it, kindled only by contradiction For, as 1t 1s noted by one of the
fathers, Christ's coat indeed had no seam, but the church’s vesture
was of divers colours; whereupon he saith, In veste varietas si,
scissura mon sit they be two things, umity and umformity The
other is, when the matter of the point controverted is great, but 1t 18
driven to an over-great subtility and obscurity, so that 1t be-
cometh a thing rather ingenious than substantial A man that 1s
of judgment and understanding shall sometimes hear ignorant men
differ, and know well within himself that those which so differ mean
one thing, and yet they themselves would never agree And if
it come so to pass in that distance of judgment which is between
man and man, shall we not think that God ahove, that knows the
heart, doth not discern that frail men in some of their contradic-
tions intend the same thing, and accepteth of both? The nature of
such controversies is excellently expressed by St Paul in the
warning and precept that he giveth concerning the same, Derita
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profanas vocum mowtates, et opposititiones falss momums scientie.
Men create oppositions which are not, and put them into new
terms so fixed, as whereas the meaning ought to govern the term,
the term in effect governeth the meaning There be also two
false peaces or unities: the one, when the peace 1s grounded but
upon an implicit 1gnorance, for all colours will agree in the dark:
the other, when 1t 1s pieced up upon a direct admission of contraries
in fundamental points For truth and falsehood, in such things, are
like the iron and clay in the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image; they
may cleave, but they will not incorporate

Concernimng the mcans of procuring unity, men must beware,
that 1s the procuring or umting of religious unity, they do not dis-
solve and deface the laws of charity and human society. There
be two swords amongst Christians, the spiritual and temporal; and
both have their due office and place in the maintenance of religion
But we may not take up the third sword, which 1s Mahomet’s sword,
or like unto 1t, that s, to propagate religion by wars, or by san-
gumnary persecutions to force consciences; except 1t be in cases of
overt scandal, blasphemy, or intermixture of practice against the
state; much less to nourish seditious; to authorize conspiracites and
rebellions, to put the sword into the people’s hands; and the like;
tending to the subversion of all government, which 1s the ordin-
ance of God For this 1s but to dash the first table against the
second; and so to consider men as Christians, as we forget that they
are men Lucretius the poet, when he beheld the act of Agamemnon,
that could endure the sacrificing of his own daughter, exclaimed.

Tantum relligio poturt suadere malorum.

What would he have said, if he had known of the massacre
in France, or the power treason of England®? He would have been
seven times more Epicure and atheist than he was For as the
temporal sword 1s to be drawn with great circumspection in cases
of religion, so 1t 1s a thing monstrous to put 1t into the hands of the
common people Let that be left unto the Anabaptists, and other
furies It was great blasphemy when the devil said, I will ascend
and be like the Highest, but it is greater blasphemy to personate
God, and bring him 1n saying, I will descend and be like the prince
of darkness and what 1s it better, to make the cause of religion to
descend to the cruel and execrable actions of murthering princes,
butchery of people, and subversion of states and governments?
Surely this 1s to bring down the Holy Ghost, in stead of the like-
ness of a dove, 1n the shape of a vulture or raven; and to set out
of the bark of a Christian church a flag of a bark of pirates and
assassins. Therefore 1t 1s most necessary that the church by doc-
trine and decree, princes by their sword, and all learnings, both
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Christian and moral, as by their Mercury rod, do damn and send
to hell for ever those facts and optnions tending to the support of the
same, as hath been already i good part done  Surely in counsels con-
cermng religion that counsel of the apostle would be prefixed, Ira
homims non wmplet justitiam Der - And 1t was a notable observa-
tion of a wise father, and no less ingenuously confessed: that those
which held and persuaded pressure of consciences, were commonly
interested theretn themselves for their own ends.



ESSAY IV
OF REVENGE

REVENGE is a kind of wild justice;: which the more man’s nature
runs to, the more ought law to weed 1t out For as for the first
wrong, 1t doth but offend the law; but the revenge of that wrong
putteth the law out of office Certainly, 1n taking revenge, a man is
but even with his enemy; but in passing it over, he 1s superior;
for 1t 15 a prince’s part to pardon And Solomon, I am sure, saith,
It 1s the glory of a man to pass by an offence That which is past
is gone, and irrevocable; and wise men have enough to do with things
present and to come: therefore they do but trifle with themselves,
that labour is past matters. There is no man doth a wrong for
the wrong’s sake; but thereby to purchase himself profit, or pleasure,
or honour, or the like. Therefore why should I be angry with
a man for loving himself better than me? And 1f any man should
do wrong merely out of 1ll nature, why, yet it 1s but like the thorn
or briar, which prick and scratch, because they can do no other.
The most tolerable sort of revenge is for those wrongs which there
is no law to remedy, but then let a man take heed the revenge be
such as there is no law to punish; else a man's enemy is still be-
forchand, and it is two for one. Some, when they take revenge, are
desirous the party should know whence 1t cometh this 1s the more
generous. For the delight seemeth to be not so much in doing
the hurt as 1n making the party repent: but base and crafty cowards
are like the arrow that flieth in the dark Cosmus, duke of Flor-
ence, had a desperate saying against perfidious or neglecting friends,
as 1f those wrongs were unpardonable: you shall read (saith he)
that we are commanded to forgive our enemies; but you never
read that we are commanded to forgive our friends But yet the
spirit of Job was 1n a better tune shall we (saith he) take good
at God’s hands, and not be content to take evil also? And so of
friends in a proportion. This is certain, that a man that studieth
revenge keeps his own wounds green, which otherwise would heal
and do well Public revenges are for the most part fortunate;
as that for the death of Cesar; for the death of Pertinax, for the
death of Henry the Third of France, and many more But
private revenges it is not so Nay rather, wvindicative persons
live the Iife of witches; who as they are mischievous, so end they
infortunate.

10



ESSAY V
OF ADVERSITY

It was an high speech of Seneca (after the manner of the
Stoics) : That the good things which belong to prosperity are to be
wished; but the good things that belong to adversity are to be
admred Bona rerum sccundarum optabilia, adversarum mirabila
Certainly, 1f nuracles be the command over nature, they appear most
in adversity., It 1s yet a hgher speech of his than the other (much
too high for a heathen) It 1s true greatness to have in one the
frailty of a man, and the security of a god Vere magnum, habere
fragihitatem homnis, securstatem dei. This world have done better
in poesy, where transcendences are more allowed. And the poets
indeed have been busy with 1t; for 1t is in effect the thing which
is figured in that strange fiction of the anctent poets, which seem-
eth not to be without mystery; nay, and to have some approach to
the state of a Christian: that Hercules, when he went to unbind
Prometheus (by whom human nature 1s represented), sailed the
length of the great ocean 1n an earthen pot or pitcher: lively des-
cribing Christian resolution, that satleth in the frail bark of the
flesh through the waves of the world. But to speak in a mean.
The virtue of prosperity 1s temperance; the virtue of adversity is
fortitude; which in morals is the more heroical virtue. Prosperity
is the blessing of the Old Testament; adversity is the blessing of
the New; which carrieth the greater benediction, and the clearer
revelation of God's favour, Yet even in the Old Testament, if you
listen to Dawvid’'s harp, you shall hear as many hearse-like airs
as carols; and the pencil of the Holy Ghost hath laboured more
in describing the afflictions of Job than the felicities of Solomon.
Prosperity is not without many fears and distastes; and adversity
is not without comforts and hopes We see in needleworks and
embroideries, it is more pleasing to have a lively work upon a sad
and solemn ground, than to have a dark and melancholy work upon
a hightsome ground: judge therefore of the pleasure of the heart
by the pleasure of the eye. Certainly virtue is like precious odours,
most fragrant when they are incensed or crushed: for prosperity doth
best discover vice; but adversity doth best discover virtue.

I



ESSAY VI
OF SIMULATION AND DISSIMULATION

DissiMULATION 15 but a famnt kind of policy or wisdom; for 1t
asketh a strong wit and a strong heart to know when to tell truth,
and to do 1t Therefore 1t 1s the weaker sort of politics that are the
great dissemblers,

Tacitus saith, Livia sorted well with the arts of her husband
and dissimulation of her son; attributing arts of policy to Augustus,
and disstmulation to Tibertus  And again, when Mucianus encourageth
Vespasian to take arms against Vitellius, he saith, We rise not
against the piercing judgment of Augustus, nor the extreme caution
or closeness of Tiberius. These properties, of arts or policy, and
dissimulation or closeness, are indeed hahits and faculties several
and to be distingmshed For 1f a man have that penetration of
judgment as he can discern what things are to be laid open, and
what to be secreted, and what to be shewed at half lights, and
to whom, and when (which indeed are arts of state and arts of life,
as Tactius well called them), to him a habit of dissimulation is a
hinderance and a poorness. But if a man cannot obtain to that
judgment, then it 1s left to him, generally, to be close, and a dis-
sembler. For where a man cannot choose or vary in particulars,
there 1t 1s good to take the safest and wariest way in general; like
the going softly by one that cannot well see Certainly the ablest
men that ever were have had all an openness and frankness of
dealing, and a name of certainty and veracity; but then they were
like horses well managed; for they could tell passing well when
to stop or turn; and at such times when they thought the case
indeed required dissimulation, if then they used it, it came to pass
that the former opmnion spread abroad of their good faith and
clearness of dealing made them almost invisible

There be three degrees of this hiding and veiling of a man’s
self. The first, closeness, reservation, and secrecy; when a man
leaveth himself without observation, or without hold to be taken,
what he is The second, dissimulation, in the negative; when a man
lets fall signs and arguments, that he 1s not that he is. And the
third, simulation, in the affirmative; when a man industriously and
expressly feigns and pretends to be that he is not.

12
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For the fact of these, secrecy: it 1s indeed the virtue of a con-
fessor; and assuredly the secret man heareth many confessions;
for who will open himself to a blab or a blabber® But i1f a man
be thought secret, 1t inviteth discovery, as the more close air
sucketh 1n the more open and as 1n confession the revealing is not
for worldly use, but for the ease of a man’s heart, so secret men
come to the knowledge of many things in that kind; while men
rather discharge their minds than impart theirr mmds In few
words, mysteries are due to secrecy Besides (to say truth) naked-
ness 1s uncomely, as well 1 mind as body, and 1t addeth no small
reverence to men’s manners and actions, 1f they be not altogether
open As for talkers and futile persons, they are commonly vain
and credulous withal. For he that talketh what he knoweth, will
also talk what he knoweth not Therefore set 1t down, that an
hahit of secrecy 1s both politic and moral And in this part, it
1s good that a man's face give his tongue leave to speak For the
discovery of a man's self by the tracts of his countenance 1s a
great weakness and betraymg, by how much 1t 1s many times more
marked and believed than a man's words

For the second, which 1s dissimulation: 1t followeth many times up-
on secrecy by a necessity, so that he that will be secret must be a dis-
sembler 1n some degree For men are too cunming to suffer .
man to keep an indifferent carriage between both, and to be secret,
without swaying the balance on either side  They will so beset
a man with questions, and draw him on, and pick 1t out of him,
that, without an absurd silence, he must shew an inclinaton one
way; or if he do not, they will gather as much by his silence as
by his speech As for equivocations, or oraculous speeches, they
cannot hold out long So that no man can be secret, except he give
himself to a little scope of dissitmulation, which 1s, as 1t were, but the
skirts or train of secrecy

But for the third degree, which is simulation and false pro-
fession: that I hold more culpable, and less politic; except 1t be
in great and rare matters And therefore a general custom of
simulation (which 1s this last degree) 1s a vice, rising either of a
natural falseness of fearfulness, or of a mind that hath some mam
faults, which because a man must needs disguse, 1t maketh him
practice simulation in other things, lest his hand should be out of
use

The great advantages of simulation and disstmulation are three
First, to lay asleep opposition, and to surprise For where a man’s
intentions are published, it 1s an alarum to call up all that are against
them The second is, to reserve to a man’s self a fair retreat
For if a man engage himself by a manifest declaration, he must
zo through, or take a fall The third 1s, the better to discover the
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mind of another. For to him that opens himself men will hardly
shew themselves adverse; but will (farr) let him go on, and turn
their freedom of speech to freedom of thought. And therefore 1t
is a good shrewd proverb of the Spamiard, Tell a lie and find a
troth; as 1f there were no way of discovery but by simulation.
There be also three disadvantages, to set it even, The first, that simula-
tion and dissimulation commonly carry with them a shew of fearful-
ness, which in any business doth spoil the feathers of round flying up
to the mark The second, that it puzzleth and perplexeth the con-
ceits of many that perhaps would otherwise co-operate with him,
and makes a man walk almost alone to his own ends The third
and greatest 15, that it depriveth a man of one of the most principal
mnstruments for action, which is trust and belief The best com-
position and temperature is to have openness in fame and opinion;
secrecy 1n habit; dissimulation 1n seasonable use; and a power to
feign, 1f there be no remedy.



ESSAY VII
OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN

THE joys of parents are secret, and so are their griefs and fears:
they cannot utter the one, nor they will not utter the other Chil-
dren sweeten labours, but they make misfortunes more bitter: they
increase the cares of life, but they mutigate the remembrance of
death. The perpetuity by generation 1s common to beasts, but
memory, merit, and noble works are proper to men. and surely a
man shall see the noblest works and foundations have proceeded from
childless men, which have sought to express the images of their
minds, where those of their bodies have failed: so the care of pos-
terity 1s most 1n them that have no posterity They that are the
first rasers of therr houses are most indulgent towards their chil-
dren; beholding them as the continuance not only of their kind but
of their work, and so both children and creatures

The difference 1n affection of parents towards their several children
is many times unequal, and sometimes unworthy, especially in the
mother; as Salomon saith, A wise son rejoiceth the father, but an
ungracious son shames the mother. A man shall see, where there
is a house full of children, one or two of the eldest respected, and
the youngest made wantons; but in the mudst some that are as 1t
were forgotten, who many times nevertheless prove the best The
iliberality of parents in allowance towards their children 1s an
harmful error; makes them base; acquaints them with shifts, makes
them sort with mean company, and makes them surfeit more when
they come to plenty: and therefore the proof 1s best, when men
keep their authority towards their children, but not their purse.
Men have a foolish manner (both parents and schoolmasters and ser-
vants) 1n creating and breeding an emulation between brothers
during childhood, which many times sorteth to discord when they
are men, and disturbeth families The Italians make Ittle difference
between children and nephews or near kinfolks, but so they be
of the lump, they care not though they pass not through their own
body And, to say truth, mn nature it 1s much a like matter, -
somuch that we see a nephew sometimes resembleth an uncle or a
kinsman more than his own parents, as the blood happens Let parents
choose betimes the vocations and courses they mean thetr children
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should take, for they are most flexible, and let them not too
much apply themselves to the disposition of their chuldren, as think-
ing they will take best to that which they have most mmnd to
It 15 true, that 1f the affection or aptness of the children e extra-
ordinary, then 1t 1s good not to cross 1t, but generally the precept
1s good, Opttmum ehige, suave ot facle dllud faciet consuetudo.
Younger Drothers are commonly fortunate, but seldom or never
where the elder are disinherited,



ESSAY VII1
OF MARRIAGE AND SINGLE LIFE

HEe that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune;
for they are impediments to great enterprises, either of virtue or
mischref ~ Certainly, the best works, and of greatest merit for
the public, have proceeded from the unmarried or childless men,
which both 1n affection and means have married and endowed the
public  Yet 1t were great reason that those that have children should
have greatest care of future times; unto which they know they must
transmut their dearest pledges Some there are, who though they
lead a single life, yet their thoughts do end with themselves, and
account future times mmpertinences Nay, there are some other
that account wife and children but as bills of charges Nay more,
there are some foolish rich covetous men that take a pride m having
no children, because they may be thought so much the richer  For
perhaps they have heard some talk, Such an one 15 a great rich
man, and another except to 1t, Yea, but he hath a great charge of
children, as if it were an abatement to his riches But the most
ordinary cause of a single life is liberty, especially in certain self-
pleasing and humorous minds, which are so sensible of every restraint
as they will go near to think their girdles and garters to be bonds
and shackles Unmarried men are best friends, best masters, best
servants, but not always best subjects, for they are hght to run
away, and almost all fugitives are of that condition A single hfe
doth well with churchmen, for charity will hardly water the ground
where 1t must first fill a pool It 1s indifferent for judges and
magistrates, for 1f they be facile and corrupt, you shall have a
servant five times worse than a wife  For soldiers, I find the
generals commonly 1n their hortatives put men m mind of ther
wives and children; and I think the desprsing of marriage amongst
the Turks maketh the vulgar soldier more base. Certamnly wife and
children are a kind of discipline of humamty; and single men, though
they be many times more charitable, because their means are less
exhaust, yet, on the other side, they are more cruel and hard-
hearted (good to make severe inquisitors), because their tenderness
1s not so oft called upon Grave natures, led by custom, and there-
fore constant, are commonly loving husbands; as was said of Ulysses,
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Vetulam suam pratulit ¥mmortalitati, Chaste women are often
proud and froward, as presunmng upon the merit of their chastity.
It 1s one of the best bonds both of chastity and obedience in the
wife, 1f she think her husband wise, which she will never do if
she finds him jealous. Wives are young men's mustresses; com-
panions for muddle age; and old men's nurses So as a man may
have a quarrel to marry when he will. But yet he was reputed one of
the wise men, that made answer to the question, when a man should
marry? A young man not yet, an elder man not at all. It is often
seen that bad husbands have very good wives; whether it be that
it raiseth the price of their husband’s kindness when 1t comes, or
that the wives take a pride in their patience But this never fails, 1f
the bad husbands were of their own choosing, agamst their friends’
consent; for then they will be sure to make good their own folly.



ESSAY IX
OF ENVY

THERE be none of the affections which have been noted to fascinate
or bewitch, but love and envy. They both have vehement wishes, they
frame themselves readily into imaginations and suggestions; and they
come easily nto the eye, especially upon the presence of the ob-
jects; which are the poimnts that conduce to fascination, 1f any
stch thing there be We see, likewise, the scripture calleth envy
an evil eye; and the astrologers call the evil influences of the stars
evil aspects; so that still there seemeth to be acknowledged, in the
act of envy, an ejaculation or irradiation of the eye Nay, some
have been so curious as to note, that the times when the stroke or
percusston of an envious eye doth most hurt, are when the party
envied is beheld in glory or triumph; for that sets an edge upon
envy; and besides, at such times the spirits of the person envied do
come forth most into the outward parts, and so meet the blow.

But leaving these curiosities (though not unworthy to be thought
on in fit place), we will handle, what persons are apt to envy others;
what persons are most subjects to be envied themselves, and what is
the difference between public and private envy.

A man that hath no virtue in himself ever envieth virtue 1n others,
For men’s minds will either feed upon their own good, or upon others’
evil, and who wanteth the one will prey upon the other; and whoso 1s
out of hope to attain to another’s virtue will seek to some at even
hand by depressing another’s fortune

A man that is busy and inquisitive is commonly envious. For to
know much of other men's matters cannot be because all that ado
may concern his own estate, therefore 1t must needs be that he taketh
a kind of play-pleasure in looking upon the fortunes of others. Neither
can he that mindeth but his own business find much matter for envy.
For envy 15 a gadding passion, and walketh the streets, and doth not
keep home: Non est curiosus, quin idem sit malevolus.

Men of noble birth are noted to be envious towards new men when
they rise. For the distance is altered; and 1t 1s like a deceit of the
eye, that when others come on they think themselves go back.

Deformed persons, and eunuchs, and old men, and bastards, are
envious. For he that cannot possibly mend his own case, will do
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what he can to impair another’s Except these defects light upon a
very brave and heroical nature, which thinketh to make his natural
wants part of his honour, 1n that it should be said, that an eunuch,
or a lame man, did such great matters, affecting the honour of a
miracle; as 1t was i Narses the eunuch, and Agesilaus and Tamber-
lanes, that were lame men

The same 1s the case of men that rise after calamities and mis-
fortunes. For they are as men fallen out with the times, and think
other men’s harms a redemption of their own sufferings

They that desire to excel in too many matters, out of levity and
vain glory, are ever envious For they cannot want work, 1t bemng
impossible but many mn some one of those things should surpass them.
Which was the character of Adrian the Emperor, that mortally envied
poets and painters and artificers 1n works wheremn he had a vemn to
excel

Lastly, near kinsfolks, and fellows in office, and those that have
been bred together, are more apt to envy their equals when they are
raised For 1t doth upbraid unto them their own fortunes, and pont-
eth at them, and cometh oftener into their remembrance, and incur-
reth likewise more into the note of others, and envy ever redoubleth
from speech and fame Cain’s envy was the more vile and malignant
towards his brother Abel, because when his sacrifice was better ac-
cepted there was nobody to loock on  Thus much for those that are
apt to envy.

Concerning those that are more or less subject to envy First,
persons of eminent virtue, when they are advanced, are less envied.
For their fortune seemeth but due unto them; and no man envieth
the payment of a debt, but rewards and liberality rather. Again,
envy 1s ever joined with the comparing of a man’s self, and where
there 1s no comparison, no envy, and therefore kings are not envied
but by kings Nevertheless 1t 1s to be noted that unworthy persons
are most envied at their first coming in, and afterwards overcome it
better, whereas, contrariwise, persons of worth and merit are most
envied when their fortune continueth long For by that time, though
their virtue be the same, yet 1t hath not the same lustre; for fresh
men grow up that darken it

Persons of noble blood are less envied in their rising; for it seem-
eth but right done to their birth Besides, there seemeth not much
added to their fortune; and envy 1s as the sunbeams, that beat hotter
upon a bank or steep rising ground, than upon a flat. And for the
same reason those that are advanced by degrees are less envied than
those that are advanced suddenly and per saltum.

Those that have joined with their honour great travails, cares, or
perils, are less subject to envy For men think that they earn their
honours hardly, and pity them sometimes; and pity ever healeth envy.
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Wherefore you shall observe that the more deep and sober sort of
politic persons, in their greatness, are ever bemoaning themselves,
what a life they lead, chanting a quanta patimur Not that they feel
1t so, but only to abate the edge of envy But this 15 to be understood
of business that 1s lard upon men, and not such as they call unto them-
selves. For nothing increaseth envy more than an unnecessary and
ambitious engrossing of business And nothing doth extinguish envy
more than for a great person to preserve all other inferior officers
in their full nghts and pre-emmences of their places For by that
means there be so many scrcens between him and envy.

Above all, those are most subject to envy, which carry the great-
ness of therr fortunes m an msolent and proud manner, being never
well but while they are shewing how great they are, either hy outward
pomp, or by triumphing over all opposition or competition, whereas
wise men will rather do sacrifice to envy, mn suffering themselves
sometimes of purpose to be crossed and overborne in things that do
not much concern them. Notwithstanding, so much 1s true, that the
carriage of greatness 1s a plain and open manner (so 1t be without
arrogancy and vam-glory) doth draw less envy than 1if 1t be in a
more crafty and cunning fashion For in that course a man doth
but disavow fortune, and seemeth to be conscrous of his own want 1n
worth, and doth but teach others to envy him

Lastly, to conclude this part, as we said in the begmmng that
the act of envy had somewhat m 1t of witcheraft, so there 15 no other
cure of envy but the cure of witchcraft, and that 15, to remove the
lot (as they call 1t) and to lay it upon another For which purpose
the wiser sort of great persons bring m ever upon the stage somebody
upon whom to derive the envy that would come upon themselves,
sometimes upon numisters and servants, sometimes upon colleagues
and associates, and the like; and for that turn there are never want-
ing some persons of violent and undertaking natures, who, so they
may have power and business, will take 1t at any cost

Now to speak of public envy There 15 yet some good in public
envy, whereas 1n private there 1s none For public envy 1s as an
ostracism, that eclipscth men when they grow too great And there-
fore 1t 1s a bridle also to great ones, to keep them within bounds

This envy, being in the Latin word mwidia, goeth mn the modern
languages by the name of discontentment: of which we shall speak
handling Sedition It is a disease in the state like to mfection  For
as nfection spreadeth upon that which is sound, and taimnteth 1t, so
when envy is gotten once into a state, it traduceth even the best
actions thereof, and turneth them into an 1ll odour And therefore
there is litle won by intermingling of plausible actions For that doth
argue but a weakness and fear of envy, which hurteth so much the
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more, as it is likewise usual in infections; which if you fear them,
you call them upon you

This public envy seemeth to beat chiefly upon principal officers
or munssters, rather than upon kings and estates themselves. But this
is a sure rule, that 1f the envy upon the mimsters be great, when the
cause of 1t m him 1s small, or 1f the envy be general mn a manner
upon all the miisters of an estate; then the envy (though hidden) is
truly upon the estate itself And so much of public envy or dis-
contentment, and the difference thereof from private envy, which was
handled 1n the first place.

We will add this, in general, touching the affection of envy, that
of all other affections it is the most importune and continual. For
of other affections there is occasion given but now and then. And
therefore it was well said, Invidia festos dies non agit  For it 1s ever
working upon some or other. And 1t is also noted that love and
envy do make a man pine, which other affections do not, because
they are not so continual. It is also the vilest affection, and the
most depraved, for which cause 1t 1s the proper attribute of the
devil, who 1s called The envious man, that soweth tares amongst
the wheat by mght: as it always cometh to pass, that envy worketh
subtilly, and in the dark, and to the prejudice of good things, such
as is the wheat,



ESSAY X
OF LOVE

THE stage is more beholding to love than the life of man For
as to the stage, love 1s ever matter of comedies, and now and then
of tragedies. but m life 1t doth much nuschief; sometimes hke a
siren, sometimes like a fury. You may observe, that amongst all the
great and worthy persons (whereof the memory remameth, either
anctent or recent), there is not one that hath been transported to
the mad degree of love; which shows that great spirits and great
business do keep out this weak passion  You must except, neverthe-
less, Marcus Antonius, the half partner of the empire of Rome, and
Appuus Claudius, the decemvir and lawgiver: whereof the former was
indeed a voluptuous man, and mordinate; but the latter was an austere
and wise man and therefore 1t seems (though rarely) that love can
find entrance not only mto an open heart, but also into a heart
well fortified, if watch be not well kept. It 1s a poor saying of Epicurus,
Satis magnum alter altcry theatrum swmus* as 1f man, made for the
contemplation of heaven and all noble objects, should do nothing but
kneel before the httle idol, and make himself subject, though not
of the mouth( as beasts are), yet of the eye, which was given them
for higher purposes. It is a strange thing to note the excess of this
passion, and how 1t braves the nature and value of things, by this,
that the speaking 1n a perpetual hyperbole 1s comely in nothing but
in love. Neither 1s 1t merely 1n the phrase, for whereas 1t hath been
well said that the arch-flatterer, with whom all the petty flatterers
have intelligence, is a man’s self, certamnly the lover 1s more For
there was never proud man thought so absurdly well of mimself as
the lover doth of the person loved: and therefore 1t was well said,
That 1t is impossible to love and to be wise Neither doth this weak-
ness appear to others only, and not to the party loved, but to the
loved most of all, except the love be reciproque For 1t 1s a true rule,
that love 1s ever rewarded either with the reciproque or with an in-
ward and secret contempt By how much the more men ought to
beware of this passion, which loseth not only other things, but itself
As for the other losses, the poet's relation doth well figure them:
That he that preferred Helena, quitted the gifts of Juno and Pallas,
For whosever esteemeth too much of amorous affection, quitteth both
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riches and wisdom  This passion hath his floods 1n the very times of
weakness, which are great prosperity and great adversity (though
this latter hath been less observed) : both which times kindle love, and
make 1t more fervent, and therefore show 1t to be the child of
folly. They do best, who, 1f they cannot but admut love, yet make
it keep quarter, and sever 1t wholly from their sertous affairs and
actions of life; for 1f it check once with business, 1t troubleth men's
fortunes, and maketh men that they can no ways be true to their own
ends I know not how, but martial men are given to love: I think
it 15 but as they are given to wme, for perils commonly ask to he
paid 1 pleasures. There 1s 1 man’s nature a secret nclnation and
motion towards love of others, which, 1f 1t be not spent upon somc
one or a few, doth naturally spread itself towards many, and maketh
men become humane and charitable, as 1t 15 seen sometime in friars
Nuptial love maketh mankind, friendly love perfecteth 1t; but wanton
love corrupteth and embaseth 1.



ESSAY XI
OF GREAT PLACE

MEeN in great places are thrice servants servants of the sovereign
or state, servants of fame; and servants of business So as they
have no freedom, neither 1n their persons, nor 1n their actions, nor m
their times. It 1s a strange desire, to seek power and to lose Iiberty,
or to seek power over others and to lose power over a man's self. The
ristng unto place 1s laborious, and by pamns men come to greater
pains; and 1t 15 sometimes base, and by indignities men come to
dignittes  The standing is shppery; and the regress is either a down-
fall, or at least an eclipse, which 1s a melancholy thing.  Cum non sis
qu1 fueris, non esse cur velis mvere  Nay, retire men cannot when
they would; neither will they when 1t were reason; but are impatient
of privateness, even in age and sickness, which require the shadow:
Iike old townsmen, that will be still sitting at their street door, though
thereby they offer age to scorn Certainly, great persons had need
to borrow other men’s opinions, to think themselves happy; for if
they judge by their own feeling, they cannot find 1t: but 1f they think
with themselves what other men think of them, and that other men
would fain be as they are, then they are happy as it were by report,
when perhaps they find the contrary within, For they are the first
that find their own griefs, though they be the last that find their
own faults. Certainly, men in great fortunes are strangers to them-
selves, and while they are in the puzzle of business they have no time
to tend their health, either of body or mind Ili mors gravis 1ncubat,
qui, notus mymis ommbus, sgnotus moritur stbi  In place there 15
licence to do good and evil; whereof the latter is a curse: for 1n evil
the best condition is not to will, the second not to can. But power to
do good 15 the true and lawful end of aspiring. For good thoughts
(though God accept them) yet towards men are little better than
good dreams, except they be put 1n act; and that cannot be without
power and place, as the vantage and commanding ground. Merit and
good works is the end of man’s motion; and conscience of the same
1s the accomplishment of man’s rest. For 1f a man can be partaker
of God’s theatre, he shall likewise be partaker of God's rest Et con-
versus Deus, ut aspicerct opera que fecerunt mamus sua, vidst quod
ommnia esscnt bona nimis; and then the Sabbath. In the discharge
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of thy place, set before thee the best examples; for imitation is a
globe of precepts. And after a time set before thee thine own example;
and examine thyself strictly, whether thou didst not best at first.
Neglect not also the examples of those that have carried themselves
il 1n the same place, not to set off thyself by taxing their memory,
but to direct thyself what to avoid. Reform, therefore, without
bravery or scandal of former times and persons; but yet set 1t down
to thyself as well to create good precedents as to follow them. Re-
duce things to the first mnstitution, and observe wheremn and how they
have degenerate; but yet ask counsel of both times; of the ancient
time, what 1s best; and of the latter time, what 1s fittest Seek to
make thy course regular, that men may know beforehand what they
may expect; but be not too positive and peremptory; and express thy-
self well when thou digressest from thy rule Preserve the right of
thy place, but stir not questions of jurisdiction: and rather assume
thy right in silence and de facto, than voice 1t with claims and chal-
lenges. Preserve likewise the rights of inferior places, and think 1t
more honour to direct in chief than to be busy in all. Embrace and
mvite helps and advices touching the execution of thy place; and do
not drive away such as bring thee information as meddlers, but ac-
cept of them 1n good part The vices of authority are chiefly four-
delays, corruption, roughness, and facility For delays, give easy
access; keep times appointed, go through with that which 1s 1n hand;
and interlace not business but of necessity. For corruption; do not
only bind thine own hands or thy servants’ hands fiom taking, but
bind the hands of suitors also from offering. For integrity used doth
the one; but integrity professed, and with a manifest detestation of
bribery; doth the other And avoid not only the fault, but the sus-
picion. Whosoever 1s found variable, and changeth manifestly with-
out manifest cause, giveth suspicion of corruption. Therefore always
when thou changest thine opinion or course, profess it plamnly and
declare it, together with the reasons that move thee to change; and
do not think to steal it. A servant or a favourite, if he be inward,
and no other apparent cause of esteem, 1s commonly thought but a
by-way to close corruption. For roughness, 1t 1s a needless cause of
discontent: severity breedeth fear, but roughness breedeth hate
Even reproofs from authority ought to be grave, and not taunting
As for facility, it is worse than bribery. For bribes come but now and
then; but 1f importunity or 1dle respects lead a man, he shall never
be without. As Salomon saith: To respect persons is not good; for
such a man will transgress for a piece of bread. It is most true that
was anciently spoken, A place sheweth the man: and 1t sheweth some
to the better, and some to the worse. Omnium consensu capax tmperts,
nisi imprasset, saith Tacitus of Galba; but of Vespasian he saith,
Solus tmperantium Vespasianus mutatus in melus: though the one
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was meant of sufficiency, the other of manners and affection It 15 an
assured sign of a worthy and generous spirit, whom honour amends.
For honour 1s, or should be, the place of virtue, and as in nature
things move violently to their place, and calmly n their place; so
virtue 1n ambition is violent, m authority settled and calm Al rising
to great place 1s by a winding starr, and 1f there be factions, 1t 15
good to side a man’s self whilst he 1s in the rising, and to balance
himself when he 1s placed. Use the memory of thy predecessor fairly
and tenderly; for if thou dost not, 1t 1s a debt will sure be paid when
thou are gone. If thou have colleagues, respect them, and rather
call them when they look not for 1t, than exclude them when they
have reason to look to be called Be not too sensible or to remember-
ing of thy place 1n conversation and private answers to suitors; but
let it rather be said, When he sits in place he is another man.



ESSAY XI1
OF BOLDNESS

It is a trivial grammar-school text, but yet worthy a wise man's
consideration  Question was asked of Demosthenes, what was the
chief part of an orator? he answered, action: what next? action
what next agan? action He said 1t that knew 1t best, and had by
nature himself no advantage in that he commended A strange thing,
that that part of an orator which 1s but superficial, and rather the
virtue of a player, should be placed so high above those other noble
parts of invention, elocution, and the rest, nay, almost alone, as
if it were all m all. But the reason 1s plan  There is in human
nature generally more of the fool than of the wise; and therefore
those faculties by which the foolish part of men’s minds 15 taken are
most potent Wonderful like 15 the case of holdness 1n ctvil business.
what first? boldness what second and third? boldness And yet bold-
ness 15 a child of ignorance and baseness, far inferior to other parts
But nevertheless 1t doth fascmate and bhind hand and foot those
that are either shallow in judgment or weak in courage, which are
the greatest part, yea, and prevaileth with wise men at weak times
Therefore we see it hath done wonders m popular states, but with
senates and princes less and more ever upon the first entrance of
bold persons into action than soon after, for boldness 1s an 1l
keeper of promise Surely, as there are mountebanks for the natural
hody, so are there mountebanks for the politic body, men that under-
take great cures, and perhaps have been lucky in two or three ex-
periments, but want the grounds of science, and therefore cannot hold
out Nay, you shall see a bold fellow many times do Mahomet's
miracle Mahomet made the people believe that he would call an
hill to him, and from the top of 1t offer up his prayers for the observ-
ers of huis law. The people assembled, Mahomet called the hill to
come to him, again and again; and when the hill stood still, he was
never a whit abashed, but said, If the hill will not come to Mahomet,
Mahomet will go to the hill  So these men, when they have promised
great matters and failed most shamefully, yet (1f they have the per-
fection of boldness) they will but shght 1t over, and make a turn, and
no more ado. Certainly, to men of great judgements, bold persons

28



FRANCIS BACON 29

are a sport to behold; nay, and to be vulgar also, boldness hath some-
what of the ridiculous For if absurdity be the subject of laughter,
doubt you not but great boldness 1s seldom without some absurdity
Especially 1t is a sport to see, when a bold fellow 1s out of coun-
tenance, for that puts his face into a most shrunken and wooden
posture, as needs 1t must; for in bashfulness the spirits do a lhttle
go and come, but with bold men, upon like occasion, they stand at a
stay, like a stale at chess, where 1t 1s no mate, but yet the game can-
not stir. But this last were fitter for a satire than for a serious ob-
servation This is well to be weighed, that boldness is ever biind;
for 1t seeth not dangers and inconvemences Therefore 1t is ill n
counsel, good 1n execution, so that the right use of bold persons is,
that they never command in chief, but be seconds, and under the
direction of others. For in counsel 1t 1s good to see dangers; and in
execution not to see them, except they be very great.

XIv



ESSAY XIII
OF GOODNESS, AND GOODNESS OF NATURE

I TAKE goodness in this sense, the affecting of the weal of men,
which 1s that the Grecians call philanthropia, and the word humanity
(as it 1s used) 1s a little too light to express it  Goodness I call the
habit, and goodness of nature the inclation. This, of all virtues and
dignities of the mind, is the greatest, being the character of the
Diety; and without 1t man is a busy, mischievous, wretched thing, no
better than a kind of vermin. Goodness answers to the theological
virtue charity, and admits no excess, but error. The desire of power
in excess caused the angels to fall; the desire of knowledge in excess
caused man to fall; but in charity there is no excess; neither can
angel or man come in danger by it. The inclmation to goodness is
imprinted deeply in the nature of man; insomuch that 1f 1t 1ssue not
towards men, 1t will take unto other living creatures, as it is seen in
the Turks, a cruel people, who nevertheless are kind to beasts, and
give alms to dogs and birds; insomuch as Busbechius reporteth, a
Christian boy 1 Constantinople had like to have been stoned for
gagging 1n a waggishness a long-billed fow] Errors indeed in this
virtue of goodness or charity may be committed The Italians have
an ungracious proverb, Tanto buon che val mente: So good, that he
is good for nothing. And one of the doctors of Italy, Nicholas
Machiavel, had the confidence to put in writing, almost in plain terms,
That the Christian faith had given up good men in prey to those that
are tyrannical and unjust. Which he spake, because indeed there
was never law, or sect, or opinion, did so much magnify goodness as
the Christian religion doth. Therefore, to avoid the scandal and the
danger both, it is good to take knowledge of the errors of an habit
so excellent. Seek the good of other men, but be not in bondage
to their faces or fancies; for that is but facility or softness; which
taketh an honest mind prisoner Neither give thou Asop’s cock a
gem, who would be better pleased and happier if he had had a
barley-corn The example of God teacheth the lesson truly: He
sendeth his rain, and maketh his sun to shine, upon the just and un-
just; but he doth not rain wealth, nor shine honour and virtues, upon
men equally, Common benefits are to be communicate with all, but
peculiar benefits with choice. And beware how in making the por-
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tratture thou breakest the pattern; for divimty maketh the love of
ourselves the pattern, the love of our neighbors but the portraiture
Sell all thou hast, and give 1t to the poor, and follow me: but sell
not all thou hast, except thou come and follow me, that 15, except
thou have a vocation wheremn thou mayest do as much good with little
means as with great, for otherwise in {feeding the streams thou driest
the fountain Neither 1s there only a habit of goodness, directed
by right reason, but there is 1n some men, even in nature, a disposi-
tion towards 1it, as on the other side there is a natural maligmity.
For there be that in their nature do not affect the good of others
The lighter sort of mahgmty turneth but to a crossness, of froward-
ness, or aptness to oppose or difhculties, or the like, but the deepe:
sort, to envy and mere mischief ~ Such men 1n other men's calamties
are, as 1t were, 1 season, and are ever on the loading part; not so
good as the dogs that licked Lazarus' sores, but like flies that are
still buzzing upon anything that 15 raw; misanthropi, that make it
their practice to bring men to the bough, and yet have never a tree
for the purpose 1n their gardens, as Timon had ~ Such dispositions are
the very errors of human nature, and yet they are the fittest timber
to make great pohtics of, like to knee-timber, that is good for ships
that are ordamned to be tossed, but not for bulding houses that
shall stand firm The parts and signs of goodness are many If
a man be gracious and courteous to strangers, 1t shews he is a citizen
of the world, and that his heart 1s no wland cut off from other lands,
but a contment that joins to them. If he be compassionate towards
the afflictions of others, 1t shews that his heart 15 Iike the noble
tree, that is wounded itself when 1t gives the balm  If he easily par-
dons and remits offences, 1t shews that his mind is planted above
njuries, so that he cannot be shot If he be thankful for small
benefits it shews that he weighs men’s minds, and not their trash
But above all, 1f he have St Paul's perfection, that he would wish to
be an anathema from Christ for the salvation of his brethren, it shews
much of a divine nature, and a kind of conformity with Christ
himself,



ESSAY XIV
OF NORILITY

WE will speak of nobility first as a portion of an estate; then as
a condition of particular persons. A monarchy wlhere there is no
nobihty at all, 1s ever a purce and absolute tyranny, as that of the
Turks For nobility attempers sovereignty, and draws the eyes
of the people somewhat aside from the hne royal But for democ-
racies, they need it not, and they are commonly more quiet and less
subject to sedition, than where there are strips of nobles For men’s
eyes are upon the business, and not upon the persons; or 1f upon
the persons, 1t is for the busmness’ sake, as fittest, and not for flags
and pedigree We see the Switzers last well notwithstanding their
diversity of religion and of cantons, For utility 1s their bond, and
not respects The united provinces of the Low countries n then
government excel; for where there is an equality, the consultations
are more indifferent, and the payments and tributes more cheerful
A great and potent nobility addeth majesty to a monarch, but dimin-
isheth power; and putteth life and spirit into the people, but presseth
their fortune It 1s well when nobles are not too great for sover-
eignty, nor for justice; and yet mamntained in that height, as the
insolency of mferiors may be broken upon them before 1t come on too
fast upon the majesty of kings A numerous nobility causeth poverty
and 1nconvenience 1n a state, for 1t 1s a surcharge of expense; and
besides, 1t bemng of necessity that many of the nohihity fall in time to
be weak m foriune, 1t maketh a kind of disproportion between honour
and means.

As for nobility 1 particular persons; it is a reverend thing to see an
anctent castle or building not 1n decay, or to see a fair timber-tree
sound and perfect: how much more to behold an ancient noble
famuly, which hath stood agamst the waves and weathers of time,
For new nobility 1s but the act of power, but ancient nobility is the
act of time Those that are first raised to nobility are commonly
more virtuous, but less innocent, than their descendants; for there
is rarely any rising but by a commixture of good and evil arts. But
it 1s reason the memory of their virtues remain to their posterity, and
their faults die with themselves Nobility of birth commonly abateth
industry, and he that is not industrious envieth him that 15 Besides,
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noble persons cannot go much higher, and he that standeth at a st
when others rise, can hardly avoid motions of envy. On the other
side, nobility extinguisheth the passive envy from others towards
them; because they are m possession of honour  Certamly, kings
that have able men of their nobihity <hall find ease m employing them,
and a better shde mn their busmess, for people naturally bend to them,
as born 1 some sort to command.



ESSAY XV
OF SEDITIONS AND TROUBLES

SuepHERDS of people had need Lnow the kalendars of tempests in
state; which are commonly greatest when things grow to equalty;
as natural tempests are greatest about the ZAquinoctie And as there
are certain hollow blasts of wind and secret swellings of seas before
a tempest, so are there 1n states*

—Ille etham cacos wnstare tumulius
Sape monct, fraudesque et operta tumescere bella.

Libels and licentious discourses against the state, when they are
frequent and open; and 1n hke sort, false news, often running up and
down, to the disadvantage of the state, and hastily embraced; are
amongst the signs of troubles  Virgil, gning the pedigree of Fame,
saith she was sister to the Giants:

Ilam Terra parens, ird arritata Deorum,
Fxtremam (ut perhibent) Cwo Enccladogue sororem
Progenwt.—

As if fames were the relics of seditions past; but they are no
less, indeed, the preludes of seditions to come. Howsoever, hie noteth
1t right, that sedittous tumults and seditious fames differ no more but
as brother and sister, masculine and femimine; especally 1f 1t come to
that, that the best actions of a state, and the most plausible, and
which ought to give greatest contentment, are taken 1n 1l sense, and
traduced: for that shews the envy great, as Tacitus saith, Conflatd
magnd murdid, seu bene male gesta premunt, Nether doth 1t fol-
low, that because these fames are a sign of troubles, that the suppress-
ing of them with too much severity should be a remedy of troubles.
For the despising of them many times checks them best; and the going
about to stop them doth but make a wonder long-lived. Also that
kind of obedience, which Tacitus speaketh of, 1s to be held suspected:
Erant in officio, sed tamen quv mallent mandata imperantium wnterpre-
tan, quam exequn* disputing, excusmg, cavilling upon mandates and
directions, is a kind of shaking off the yoke, and assay of disobedience;
especially 1f 1n those disputings they which are for the direction speak
fearfully and tenderly, and those that are against 1t audaciously.
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Also, as Machiavel noteth well, when princes, that ought to be
common parents, make themselves as a party, and lean to a side, 1t is
as a boat that 1s overthrown by uneven weight on the one side; as
was well seen 1n the time of Henry the Third of France: for first
himself entered league for the extirpation of the Protestants, and
presently after the same league was turned upon himself For when
the authority of princes 1s made but an accessory to a cause, and that
there be other bands that tie faster than the band of sovereignty,
kings begin to be put almost out of possession.

Also, when discords and quarrels and factions are carried openly
and audaciously, 1t 1s a sign the reverence of government 15 lost
For the motions of the greatest persons in a government ought to be
as the motions of the planets under primium mobile, according to the
old opinion, which is, that every of them is carried swiftly by the
highest motion, and softly in their own motion. And therefore, when
great ones m their own particular motion move violently, and, as
Tacitus expresseth it well, liberius quam ut imperantium meminissent,
it 15 a sign the orbs are out of frame For reverence 1s that where-
with princes are girt from God, who threateneth the dissolving
thereof : Solvam cingula regum

So when any of the four pillars of government are mainly shaken
or weakened (which are religion, justice, counsel, and treasure),
men had need to pray for fairr weather. But let us pass from this
part of predictions (concerning which, nevertheless, more hight may
be taken from that which followeth), and let us speak first of the
materials of seditions, then of the motives of them, and thirdly of the
remedies.

Concerning the materials of seditions. It is a thing well to be
considered; for the surest way to prevent seditions (if the times do
bear 1t) 1s to take away the matter of them For if there be fuel
prepared, it 1s hard to tell whence the spark shall come that shall set
it on fire The matter of seditions is of two kinds; much poverty
and much discontentment It is certain, so many overthrown estates,
so many votes for troubles. Lucan noteth well that state of Rome
before the civil war:

Hinc usura wvorax, rapidumque in tempore fanus,
Hinc concussa fides, et multis utile bellum.

This same multis utile bellum 1s an assured and infallible sign of a
state disposed to seditions and troubles. And if this poverty and
broken estate in the better sort be joined with a want and necessity in
the mean people, the danger 1s imminent and great. For the rebell-
wons of the belly are the worst. As for discontentments, they are
i the politic body like to humours in the natural, which are apt to
grther a preternatural heat and to inflame. And let no prince meas-
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ure the danger of them by this, whether they be just or unjust, for
that were to 1magne people to be too reasonable, who do often spurn
at their own good: nor yet by this, whether the griefs whereupon they
rise be imn fact great or small; for they are the most dangerous dis-
contentments where the fear 1s greater than the feeling. Dolendi
modous, tumends non item. Besides, 1n great oppressions, the same
things that provoke patience, do withal mate the courage; but in fears
it 1s not so Neither let any prince or state be secure concerming
discontentments, because they have been often, or have been long,
and yet no peril hath ensued: for as 1t 1s true that every vapour or
fume doth not turn into a storm, so 1t 1s nevertheless true that storms,
though they blow over divers times, yet may fall at last; and, as the
Spanish proverb noteth well, The cord breaketh at the last by the
weakest pull.

The causes and motives of seditions are: innovation in religion;
taxes, alteration of laws and customs, breaking of privileges, gen-
eral oppression, adancement of unworthy persons; strangers; dearths,
disbanded soldiers; factions grown desperate; and whatsoever, 1n
offending people, joineth and kmtteth them in a common cause.

For the remedies; there may be some general preservatives, whereof
we will speak, as for the just cure, 1t must answer to the particular
disease, and so be left to counsel rather than rule.

The first remedy or prevention 1s to remove by all means possible
that material cause of sedition wheteof we spake; which 1s want and
poverty in the estate. To which purpose serveth the opeming and
well-balancing of trade; the cherishing of manufacturers; the ban-
1shing of idleness; the repressing of waste and excess by sumptuary
laws, the improvement and husbanding of the soil: the regulating of
prices of things vendible; the moderating of taxes and tributes; and
the like Generally, 1t is to be foreseen that the population of a
kingdom (especially if it be not mown down by wars) do not
exceed the stock of the kingdom which should maintain them
Neither 1s the population to be reckoned only by number; for a smal-
ler number, that spend more and earn less, do wear out an estate
sooner than a greater number, that live lower and gather more
Therefore the multiplying nobility and other degrees of quality, n
an over-proportion to the common people, doth speedily bring a state
to necessity, and so doth likewise all overgrown clergy, for they bring
ncthing to the stock, and in like manner, when more are bred
scholars than preferments can take off.

It 1s likewise to be remembered that, forasmuch as the increase of
any estate must be upon the foreigner (for whatsoever is somewhere
gotten 1s somewhere lost), there be but three things which one nation
selleth unto another: the commodity as nature yieldeth 1t; the manu-
facture; and the vecture or carriage. So that if these three wheels
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go, wealth will flow as in a spring tide. And 1t cometh many times
to pass that matcriam superabit opus, that the work and carriage 1s
more worth than the material, and enricheth a state more; as 1s
notably seen in the Low-Countrymen, who have the best mines above
ground mn the world.

Above all things, good policy is to be used, that the treasure and
moneys in a state be not gathered into few hands TFor otherwise a
state may have a great stock, and yet starve. And moncy 15 hke
muck, not good except 1t be spread. This 1s done chiefly by suppress-
ing, or at the least keeping a strait hand upon the devouring trades
of usury, engrossing, great pasturages, and the like.

For removing discontentments, or at least the danger of them
There 15 1n every state (as we know) two portions of subjects, the
noblesse and the commonalty When one of these 15 discontent, the
danger is not great; for common people are of slow motion, 1f they
be not excited by the,greater sort; and the greater <ort are of <mall
strength, except the multitude be apt and ready to move of themselves
Then 1s the danger, when the greater sort do but wait for the troubling
of the waters amongst the meaner, that then they may declate them-
selves, The poets feign, that the rest of the gods would have bound
Jupiter; which he hearing of, by the counsel of Pallas sent for
Briareus, with his hundred hands, to come 1 to his aid  An emblem,
no doubt, to shew how «afe 1t 15 for monarchs to make sure of the
good will of common people

To give moderate liberty for griefs and discontentments to evap-
orate ( so it be without too great msolency or bravery) 1s safe way
For he that turneth the humours back, and maketh the wound bleed
mnwards, endangereth malign ulcers and pernicious mnpostumations

The part of Epimetheus mought well become Prometheus, m the
case of discontentments; for there is not a better provision aganst
them Epimetheus, when griefs and evils flew abroad, at last shut
the lid, and kept hope in the bottom of the vessel Certainly, the
politic and artificial nourishing and entertaiming of hopes, and carry
ing men from hopes to hopes, is one of the best antidotes against the
poison of discontentments And 1t 15 a certain sign of a wise govern-
ment and proceeding when 1t can hold men's hearts by hopes, when it
cannot by satisfaction; and when 1t can handle things in such manner,
as no evil shall appear so peremptory but that it hath some outlet of
hope : which is the less hard to do, because both particular persons and
factions are apt enough to flatter themselves, or at least to brave that
which they believe not.

Also, the foresight and prevention, that there Le no hikely or fit
head whereunto discontented persons may resort, and under whom
they may join, 1s a known but an excellent point of caution T under-
stand a fit head to be one that hath greatness and reputation; that



38 ESSAYS

hath confidence with the discontented party, and upon whom they
turn their eyes, and that 1s thought discontented 1n his own particular,
which kind of persons are either to be won and reconciled to the state,
and that 1n a fast and true manner; or to be fronted with some other
of the same party, that may oppose them, and so divide the reputa-
tion. Generally, the dividing and breaking of all factions and com-
binations that are adverse to the state, and setting them at distance
or at least distrust amongst themselves, is not one of the worst reme-
dies. For 1t 15 a desperate case, 1f those that hold with the preceed-
ing of the state be full of discord and faction, and those that are
against 1t be entire and united.

I have noted that some witty and sharp speeches which have fallen
from princes have given fire to seditions, Caesar did himself nfimte
hurt in that speech, Sylla nescient hitteras, non potwt dictare, for it
did utterly cut off that hope which men had entertained, that he would
at one time or other give over his dictatorship. Galba undid himself
by that speech, Legi a se militen, non emn, for it put the soldiers out
of hope of the donative, Probus likewise, by that speech, St v1xero,
non opus crit emplus Romano imperio miltibus: a speech of great
despair for the soldiers. And many the lke, Surely princes had
need, 1n tender matters and ticklish times, to beware what they say;
espectally 1 these short speeches, which fly abroad like darts, and are
thought to be shot out of their secret intentions, For as for large
discourses, they are flat things, and most so much noted.

Lastly, let princes, aganst all events, not be without some great
person, one or rather more, of military valour, near unto them, for
the repressing of seditions in their begmnings. For without that,
there useth to be more trepidation 1n court upon the first breaking out
of troubles than were fit, And the state runneth the danger of that
which Tacitus sath: Afque 1s habitus ammorum furt, ut pessimum
facinus auderent pauct, plures vellent, omnes paterentur. But let such
military persons be assured, and well reputed of, rather than factious
and popular, holding also good correspondence with the other great
men 1n the state; or else the remedy 1s worse than the disease.



ESSAY XVI
OF ATHEISM

I nap rather believe all the fables in the Legend, and the Talmud,
and the Alcoran, than that this universal frame 1s without a mund
And therefore God never wrought nuracle to convince atheism, be-
cause his ordmnary works convince 1t It 1s true, that a little phi-
losophy 1nclmeth man’s mind to athetsm; but depth in philosophy
bringeth men’s nunds about to religion: for while the mind of man
looketh upon second causes scattered, 1t may sometimes rest i them,
and go no further; but when it beholdeth the chain of them, con-
federate and linked together, it must needs fly to Providence and
Diety. Nay, even that <chool which 15 most accused of atheism
doth most demonstrate religion; that 1s, the school of Leucippus and
Democritus and Epicrus. For it is a thousand times more credible,
that four mutable elements and one immutable fifth essence, duly and
eternally placed, need no God, than that an army of mfimte small
portions or seeds unplaced should have produced this order and beauty
without a divine marshal The Scripture saith, The fool hath said
mn his heart, there 15 no God. 1t 1s not said, The fool hath thought n
his heart: so as he rather saith it by rote to himself, as that he would
have, than that he can thoroughly believe 1t, or be persuaded of 1,
For none deny there is a God but those for whom it maketh that
there were no God Tt appeareth in nothing more, that atheism 1s
rather in the lip than in the heart of man, than by this, that atheists
will ever be talking of that their opinion, as 1f they fainted in 1t
within themselves, and would be glad to be strengthened by the con-
sent of others: nay more, you shall have atheists strive to get disciples
as it fareth with other sects. and, which 1 most of all, you shall
have of them that will suffer for atheism, and not recant, whereas, 1f
they did truly think that there were no such thing as God, why should
they trouble themselves? Epicurus 1s charged that he did but dis-
semble for his credit’s sake, when he affirmed there were blessed na-
tures, but such as enjoyed themselves without having respect to the
government of the world Wherein they say he did temporise, though
1n secret he thought there was no God But certamnly he 1s traduced;
for his words are noble and divine Non deos vulgt negare profanum,
s2d vulgs opimsones dus applicare profanum. Plato could have said
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no more And although he had the confidence to deny the administra-
tion, he had not the power to deny the naturc. The Indians of the
West have names for their particular gods, though they have no name
for God: as 1f the heathens should have had the names Jupiter,
Apollo, Mars, &c, but not the word Deus which shews that even
those barbarous pecople have the notion, though they have not the
latitude and extent of 1t So that against atheists the very savages
take part with the very subtilest philosophers The contemplative
atheist 1s rare; a Diagoras, a Bion, a Lucian perhaps, and some
others, and yet they seem to be more than they are, for all that
mpugn a recetved religion, or superstition, are, by the adverse part,
branded with the name of atheists But the great atheists indeed are
hypocrites; which are ever handling holy things, but without feeling,
so as they must needs be cauterized in the end The causes of atheism
are: divisions 1 religion, 1f they be many, for any one main division
addeth zeal to both sides, but many divisions introduce atheism
Another is, scandal of priests, when 1t 1s come to that which S
Bernard saith. Non est jam dicere, ut populus, sic sacerdos, quia nec
sic populus, ut sacerdos A third is, custom of profanc scoffing in
holy matters, which doth by Iittle and httle deface the reverence of
religion And lastly, learned times, specially with peace and pros-
perity; for troubles and adversities do more bow men's mmnds to
religion. They that deny a God destroy man’s nobility, for certainly
man 1s of kin to the beasts by his body, and if he be not kin to God
by his spirit, he 1s a base and ignoble creature. It destroys hikewise
magnanimity, and the raising of human nature, for take an example
of a dog, and mark what a generosity and courage he will put on when
he finds himself mamtammed by a man, who to him 1s in stead of a
god, or melior matwa; which courage is manifestly such as that
creature, without that confidence of a better nature than his own,
could never attamn. So man, when he resteth and assureth himself
upon divine protection and favour, gathereth a force and faith which
human nature 1 1itself could not obtain  Therefore, as atheism is in
all respects hateful, so m this, that 1t depriveth human nature of the
means to exalt itself above human frailty As it 1s m particular
persons, so 1t is in nations. never was there such a state for mag-
nanimity as Rome of this state hear what Cicero saith. Quam
volumus licet, patres conscripli, nos amemus, t@mcn wec Rumero His-
panos, nec robore Gallos, nec calliditate Panos, necartibus Gracos,
nec demque hoc spsos hugus gentis et terre domestico nativoque sensu
Italos 1psos et Latnos, sed pretate, as religione, atque hoc und
sapientia quod Deorum immortalium num ine ommia regs gubernarique
perspeximus, omnes genics nationesque SUPEYQUIMuS.



ESSAY XVII
OF SUPERSTITION

IT were better to have no opinon of God at all, than such an
optnion as 1s unworthy of him for the one 1s unbehef, the other 15
contumely and certainly superstition 1s the reproach of the Diety
Plutarch saith well to that purpose. Surely (saith he) I had rather a
great deal men should say there was no such man at all as Plutarch,
than that they should say that there was one Plutarch that would
eat his children as soon as they were born, as the poets speak of
Saturn  And as the contumely 15 greater towards God, so the danger
1s greater towards men  Atheism leaves a man to sense, to philosophy,
to natural prety, to laws, to reputation, all which may be guides to an
outward moral virtue, though religion were not, but superstition dis-
mounts all these, and erecteth an absolute monarchy m the nunds of
men.  Therefore atheism did never perturb states, for it makes men
wary of themselves, as looking no further and we see the times m-
clined to atheism (as the time of Augustus Ceesar) were civil times
But superstition hath been the confusion of many states, and bringeth
in a new primum moblie, that ravisheth all the spheres of government
The master of superstition 1s the people, and m all superstition wise
men follow fools, and arguments are fitted to practice, mn a reversed
order. It was gravely said by some of the prelates i the Council of
Trent, where the doctrine of the schoolmen bhare great sway, that the
schoolmen were hke astronomers, which did feign cccentrics and
epicycles, and such engines of orbs, to save the phenomena, though
they knew there were no such things; and in hke manner, that the
schoolmen had framed a number of subtile and intricate axioms and
theorems, to save the practice of the church The causes of super-
stition are* pleasing and sensual rites and ceremontes, excess of out-
ward and pharisaical holiness; over-great reverence of traditions,
which cannot but load the church; the stratagems of prelates for
therr own ambition and lucre, the favouring too much of good in-
tentions, which openeth the gate to conceits and novelties, the taking
an aim at divine matters by human, which cannot but breed mixture
of imaginations, and lastly, barbarous times, especially joned with
calamities and disasters. Superstition, without a veil, 1s a deformed
thing; for, as 1t addeth deformuty to an ape to be so like a man, <o the
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similitude of superstition to religion makes 1t the more deformed.
And as wholesome meat corrupteth to little worms, so good forms and
orders corrupt mto a number of petty observances. There 15 a supei-
stitton 1n avording superstition, when men think to do best 1f they
go furthest from the superstition formerly recetved: therefore care
would be had that (as 1t fareth i 1ll purgings) the good be not taken
away with the bad; which commonly is done, when the people 1s the
reformer.



ESSAY XVIII
OF TRAVEL

TrAVEL, in the younger sort, is a part of education; 1n the elder,
a part of experience He that traveleth into a country before he hath
some entrance into the language, goeth to school, and not to travel
That young men travel under some tutor, or grave servant, I allow
well, so that he be such a one that hath the language and hath been
in the country before, whereby he may be able to tell them what
things are worthy to be seen 1n the country where they go, what
acquaintances they are to seek, what exercises or discipline the place
yieldeth  For else young men shall go hooded, and look abroad little.
It 1s a strange thing that in sea-voyages, where there 1s nothing to
be seen but sky and sea, men should make diaries, but in land-travel,
wheremn so much 1s to be observed, for the most part they omit 1t;
as 1f chance were fitter to be registered than observation Let
diaries, therefore, be brought in use. The things to be seen and ob-
served are: the courts of princes, spectally when they give audience
to ambassadors, the courts of justice, while they sit and hear causes,
and so of consistories ecclesiastic; the churches and monasteries, with
the monuments which are therein extant; the walls and fortifications
of cities and towns, and so the havens and harbours; antiquities and
ruwns; libraries; colleges, disputations, and lectures, where any are;
shipping and navies; houses and gardens of state and pleasure, near
great cities; armories, arsenals; magazines; exchanges; burses;
warehouses ; exercises of horemanship, fencing, tramning of soldiers;
and the like; comedies, such whereunto the better sort of persons do
resort; treasurtes of jewels and robes, cabinets and rarities, and, to
conclude, whatsoever 1s memorable in the places where they go
After all which the tutors or servants ought to make diligent enquiry
As for triumphs, masques, feasts, weddings, funerals, capital execu-
tions, and such shews, men need not to be put in mind of them; yet are
they not to be neglected. If you will have a young man to put his
travel into a little room, and 1n short time to gather much, this you
must do  First, as was said, he must have some entrance into the lan-
guage, before he goeth. Then he must have such a servant, or tutor,
as knoweth the country, as was hkewise said  Let him carry with him
also some card or book describing the country where he traveleth;
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which will be a good key to hus enquiry  Let him keep also a diary
Let um not stay long in one city or town, more or less as the place
deserveth, but not long* nay, when he stayeth m one city or town,
let him change his Jodgimg from one end and part of the town to
another, which 15 a great adamant of acquaintance Let him se-
quester humself from the company of his countrymen, and diet 1 such
places where there 1s good company of the nation where he traveleth
Let him, upon his removes from one place to another, procure recom-
mendation to some person of quality restding 1 the place whither he
removeth, that he may use lus favour i those things he desireth te
see of know Thus he may abridge his travel with much profit, As
for the acquamtance which 1s to be gought 1n travel; that which 1s
most of all profitable is acquaintance with the secretaries and employed
men of ambassadors, for so in travelling 1n one country he shall suck
the experience of many. Let him also see and visit eminent persons
in all kinds, which are of great name abroad; that he may be able
to tell how the life agreeth with the fame  For quarrels, they are with
care and discretion to be avoided: they are commonly for mustresses,
healths, place, and words And let a man bewate how he keepetl
company with choleric and quarrelsome persons; for they will en-
gage hum nto their own quarrels  When a traveller returneth home,
let him not leave the countries where he hath travelled altogether be-
hind him, but mamtamn a correspondence by letters with those of his
acquaintance which are of most worth, And let his travel appear
rather i hus discourse than 1n his apparel or gesture; and in his dis-
course, let him be rather advised 1n his answers than forwards to tell
stortes, and Jet 1t appear that he doth not change his country manners
for those of foreign parts, but only prick in some flowers of that he
hath learned abroad into the customs of his own country.



ESSAY XIX
OF EMPIRE

It 15 a miserable state of mind to have few things to desire and
many things to fear, and yet that commonly 1s the case of kings,
who, being at the highest, want matter of desire, which makes their
minds more langwishing, and have many representations of perils
and shadows, which makes their minds the less clear And this 1s
one reason also of that effect which the Scripture speaketh of, That
the king’s heart 1s inscrutable For multitude of jealousies, and lack
of some predominant desire that should marshal and put 1n order all
the rest, maketh any man’s heart hard to find or sound Hence it
comes likewise that princes many times make themselves desires,
and set their hearts upon toys: sometimes upon a building, some-
times upon erecting of an order; sometimes upon the advancing of
a person, sometimes upon obtaining excellency 1n some art or feat
of the hand, as Nero for playing on the harp, Domitian for certainty
of the hand with the arrow, Commodus for playing at fence, Cara-
calla for driving chariots, and the ltke  This seemeth incredible unto
those that know not the principle, that of the mind of man is more
cheered and refreshed by profiting in small things than by standing
at a stay in great We see also that kings that have been fortunate
conquerors in thetr first years, it being not possible for them to go
forward infinitely, but that they must have some check or arrest in
their fortunes, turn in their latter years to be superstitious and melan-
choly; as did Alexander the Great, Dioclesian, and in our memory
Charles the Fifth, and others for he that 1s used to go forward, and
findeth a stop, falleth out of his own favor, and is not the thing he
was

To speak now of the true temper of empire- it is a thing rare, and
hard to keep' for both temper and distemper consist of contraries.
But it is one thing to mingle contraries, another to interchange them,
The answer of Appolonius to Vespasian 1s full of excellent instruct-
ion. Vespasian asked him, What was Nero's overthrow? He an-
swered Nero could touch and tune the harp well, but 1n government,
sometimes he used to wind the pins too high, sometimes to let them
down too low And certan it 1s that nothing destroyeth authority
so much as the unequal and untimely interchange of power pressed
too far, and relaxed too much
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This is true, that the wisdom of all these latter times in princes’
affairs 1s rather fine deliveries and shiftings of dangers and mischiefs
when they are near, than solid and grounded courses to kecp them
aloof But this 1s but to try masteries with fortune and let men
beware how they neglect and suffer matter of trouble to be prepared.
for no man can forbid the spark, nor tell whence 1t may come The
difficulties 1n princes’ business are many and great, but the greatest
difficulty 1s often in therr own mind For it 1s common with princes
(sarth Tacitus) to will contradictories Sunt plerumque regum volun-
tates vchementes, ot inter se contrarie For 1t is the solecism of
power, to think to command the end, and yet not to endure the mean

Kings have to deal with their neighbors, their wives, their children
their prelates or clergy, their nobles, their second-nobles or gentle-
men, their merchants, their commons, and their men of war; and
from all these arise dangers, 1f care and circumspection be not used

First for their neighbors, there can no general rule be given (the
occasions are so variable), save one, which ever holdeth, which is,
that princes do keep due sentinel, that none of their neighbors do
overgrow so (by increase of territory, by embracing of trade, by
approaches, or the like) as they become more able to annoy them
than they were. And this is generally the work of standing councils
to foresee and to hinder 1t During that triumvirate of kings, King
Henry VIII of England, Francis the I King of France, and Charles
the V Emperor, there was such a watch kept, that none of the
three could win a palm of ground, but the other two would straight-
ways balance 1t, either by confederation, or, if need were by a war;
and would not 1n any wise take up peace at interest And the like
was done by that league (which Guicciardine saith was the security
of Ttaly) made between Ferdinando King of Naples, Lorenzius
Medices, and Ludovicus Sforza, potentates, the one of Florence, the
other of Milan Neither is the opinion of some of the schoolmen to
be received, that a war cannot justly me made but upon a precedent
injury or provocation. For there is no question but a just fear of
an 1mminent danger, though there be no blow given, 1s a lawful
cause of a war

For their wives, there are cruel examples of them. Livia is in-
famed for the poisoning of her husband; Roxolana, Solyman’s wife,
was the destruction of that renowned prince, Sultan Mustapha, and
otherwise troubled his house and succession; Edward the Second
of England his queen had the principal hand in the desposing and
murther of her husband This kind of danger 1s then to be feared,
chiefly, when the wives have plots for the raising of their own
children, or else that they be advoutresses

For their children; the tragedies, hikewise, of dangers from them
have been many. And generally, the entering of fathers into sus-
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picion of their children hath been ever unfortunate. The destruc-
tion of Mustapha (that we named before) was so fatal to Soly-
man's line, as the succession of the Turks, from Solyman until
this day, is suspected to be untrue and of strange blood, for that
Selymus the Second was thought to be suppositious The destruc-
tion of Crispus, a young prince of rare towardness, by Constan-
tinus the Great, his father, was 1n like manner fatal to his house,
for both Constantinus and Constance, his sons, died violent deaths,
and Constantius, his other son, did little better, who died, indeed,
of sickness, but after that Julianus had taken arms against him
The destruction of Demetrius, son to Philip the Second of Mace-
don, turned upon the father, who died of repentance And many
lIike examples there are, but few or none where the fathers had
good by such distrust, except i1t were where the sons were up 1n
open arms against them, as was Selymus the First against Bajazet,
and the three sons of Henry the Second, King of England.

For their prelates, when they are proud and great, there 1s
also danger from them as 1t was in the times of Anselmus and
Thomas Becket, Archbishops of Canterbury, who with their cro-
sters did almost try it with the king’s sword, and yet they had to
deal with stout and haughty kings, William Rufus, Henry the First,
and Henry the Second The danger 1s not from that state, but
where it hath a dependence of foreign authority, or where the
churchmen come in and are elected, not by the collation of the
king, or particular patrons, but by the people

For their nobles, to keep them at a distance, it is not amiss,
but to depress them may make a king more absolute, but less safe,
and less able to perform anything that he desires I have noted
it in my history of King Henry the Seventh of England, who de-
pressed his nobihity; whereupon 1t came to pass that his times were
full of difficulties and troubles, for the nobility, though they con-
tinued loyal unto him, yet did they not co-operate with him in his
business So that, in effect, he was fain to do all thing himself

For their second-nobles, there 1s not much danger from them,
being a body dispersed They may sometimes discourse high, but
that doth litfle hurt, besides, they are a counterpoise to the higher
nobility, that they grow not too potent, and lastly, being the most
immediate 1n authority with the common people, they do best tem-
per popular commotions.

For their merchants, they are vena porta; and if they flourish
not, a kingdom may have good hmbs, but will have empty vems,
and nourish hittle Taxes and imposts upon them do seldom good
to the king’s revenue; for that that he wins in the hundred he
leeseth in the shire, the particular rates being increased, but the
total bulk of trading rather decreased
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For their commons; there is little danger from them, except it
be where they have great and potent heads; or where you meddle
with the pomnt of religion, or their customs, or means of hfe

For their men of war, 1t 1s a dangerous state where they lve and
remain m a body, and are used to donatives, whereof we sce ex-
amples in the janizaries, and pretortan bands of Rome but tramn-
ings of men, and arming them in several places, and under scveral
commanders, and without donatives, are things of defense, and no
danger.

Princes are like to heavenly bodies, which cause good or evil
times, and which have much veneration, but no rest All pre-
cepts concerning kings are in effect comprehended in those two
remembrances Memenio quod es homo, and Memento quod es Deus,
or vice Dieu: the one bridleth their power, and the other thetr will



ESSAY XX
OF COUNSEL

THE greatest trust between man and man is the trust of giving
counsel  For in other confidences men commt the parts of lfe;
their lands, their goods, their children, their credit, some particu-
lar affair, but to such as they make their counsellors, they commt
the whole: by how much the more they are obhiged to all faith
and 1ntegrity. The wisest princes need not think it any diminu-
tion to their greatness, or derogation to their sufficiency, to rely
upon counsel. God himself is not without, but hath made 1t one
of the great names of his Blessed Son; The Counsellor. Salomon
hath pronounced that in counsel 1s stabihty = Things will have therr
first or second agitation, 1f they be not tossed upon the arguments
of counsel, they will be tossed upon the waves of fortune, and be
full of inconstancy, doing and undoimg, like the reeling of a drunken
man  Salomon’s son found the force of counsel, as his father saw
the necessity of it. For the beloved kingdom of God was first rent
and broken by 1ll counsel, upon which counsel there are set, for
our instruction, the two marks whereby bad counsel 1s for ever best
discerned that it was young counsel, for the persons; and violent
counsel, for the matter.

The ancient times do set forth in figure both the incorporation
and 1nseperable conjunction of counsel with kings, and the wise
and politic use of counsel by kings the one, in that they say Jup:-
ter did marry Metis, which sigmfieth counsel, wherehy they in-
tend that sovereignty is married to counsel. the other m that which
followeth, which was thus. they say, after Jupiter was married to
Metis, she concerved by him and was with child, but Jupiter suffered
her not to stay till she brought forth, but eat her up; whereby he
became himself with child, and was delivered of Pallas armed, out
of tus head Which monstrous fable contameth a secret of empire,
how kings are to make use of their counsel of state That first
they ought to refer matters unto them, which is the first begetting
or impregnation, but when they are elaborate, molded, and shaped
in the womb of their counsel, and grow ripe and ready to be brought
forth, that then they suffer not their counsel to go through with the
resolution and direction, as 1f it depended on them; but take the

49



50 ESSAYS

matter back into their own hands, and make it appear to the werld
that the decrees and final directions (which, because they come
forth with prudence and power, are resembled to Pallas armed)
proceeded from themselves, and not only from their authority, but
(the more to add reputation to themselves) from their head and
device.

Let us now speak of the inconveniences of counsel, and of the
remedies The inconveniences that have been noted in calling and
using counsel are three First, the revealing of affairs, whereby
they become less secret. Secondly, the weakening of the authority
of princes, as 1f they were less of themselves Thirdly, the danger
of being unfaithfully counselled, and more for the good of them
that counsel than of him that is counselled For which inconven-
iences, the doctrine of Italy, and practice of France, in some kings’
times, hath introduced cabinet counsels; a remedy worse than the
disease.

As to secrecy; princes are not bound to communicate all matters
with all counsellors, but may extract and select Neither is it neces-
sary that he that consulteth what he should do, should declare what
he will do. But let princes beware that the unsecreting of their
affairs comes not from themselves. And as for cabinet counsels,
it may be their motto, Plenus rimarum sum: one futile person, that
maketh it his glory to tell, will do more hurt than many, that know
it their duty to conceal. It 1s true there be some affairs which re-
quire extreme secrecy, which will hardly go beyond one or two
persons besides the king. neither are those counsels unprosperous,
for, besides the secrecy, they commonly go on constantly in one
spirit of direction, without distraction. But then it must be a pru-
dent king, such as is able to grind with a hand-mill, and those in-
ward counsellors had need also be wise men, and especially true
and trusty to the king's ends, as it was with King Henry the
Seventh of England, who in his greatest business imparted him-
self to none, except it were to Morton and Fox.

For weakening of authority, the fable sheweth the remedy. Nay,
the majesty of kings 1s rather exalted than diminished when they
are in the chair of counsel. neither was there ever prince bereaved
of his dependences by his counsel, except where there hath been
either an over-greatness in one counsellor or an over-strict com-
bination in divers, which are things soon found and holpen.

For the last inconventence, that men will counsel with an eye to
themselves, certainly, non tnvenict fidem super terram is meant of
the nature of times, and not of all particular persons. There be
that are in nature faithful, and sincere, and plain, and direct, not
crafty and involved, let princes, above all, draw to themselves such
natures. Besides, counsellors are not commonly so united, but that
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one counsellor keepeth sentinel over another, so that 1f any do coun-
sel out of faction or private ends, 1t commonly comes to the king’s
ear. But the best remedy 1s, 1f princes know their counsellors as
well as their counsellors know them.

Principis est virtus maxima nosse suos.

And on the other side, counsellors should not be too speculative
into their sovereign’s person The true composition of a coun-
sellor is rather to be skilfull in their master’'s business than in his
nature; for then he 1s like to advise him, and not to feed his
humor It is of singular use to princes 1f they take the opinions of
their counsel both separately and together. For private opion 1s
more free, but opinion before others 1s more reverend In private,
men are more bold in their own humors, and in consort, men are
more obnoxious to others’ humors Therefore it 1s good to take
both and of the inferior sort rather in private, to preserve freedom,
of the greater rather in consort, to preserve respect It 1s 1n vain
for princes to take counsel concerning matters, 1f they take no
counsel likewise concerning persons, for all matters are as dead
images, and the Iife of the execution of affairs resteth in the good
choice of persons Neither is it enough to consult concerning per-
sons secundum genera, as m an idea or mathematical description,
what the kind and character of the person should be, for the great-
est errors are committed, and the most judgment is shown, in the
choice of individuals It was truly said, Optimi consiliarn mortus:
books will speak plain when counsellors blanch. Therefore 1t is
good to be conversant in them, specially the books of such as them-
selves have been actors upon the stage.

The counsels at this day in most places are but familiar meet-
ings, where matters are rather talked on than debated And they
run too swift to the order or act of counsel It were better that,
in causes of weight, the matter were propounded one day and not
spoken to till the next day; in nocte consilmum  So was 1t done 1n
the commission of union between England and Scotland, which was
a grave and orderly assembly. I commend set days for petitions;
for both it gives the swuitors more certainty for their attendance,
and it frees the meetings for matters of estate, that they may hoc
agere. In choice of committees for ripening business for the coun-
sel, it is better to choose indifferent persons, than to make an in-
differency by putting 1n those that are strong on both sides I com-
mend also standing commissions, as for trade, for treasure, for
war, for suits, for some provinces, for where there be divers
particular counsels, and but one counsel of estate (as 1t 1s in Spain),
they are, in effect, no more than standing commissions, save that
they have greater authority. Let such as are to imform counsels
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matter back into their own hands, and make it appear to the werld
that the decrees and final directions (which, because they come
forth with prudence and power, are resembled to Pallas armed)
proceeded from themselves, and not only from their authority, but
(the more to add reputation to themselves) from their head and
device.

Let us now speak of the inconveniences of counsel, and of the
remedies. The inconveniences that have been noted in calling and
using counsel are three  First, the revealing of affairs, whereby
they become less secret. Secondly, the weakening of the authority
of princes, as 1f they were less of themselves Thirdly, the danger
of being unfaithfully counselled, and more for the good of them
that counsel than of him that 1s counselled For which inconven-
iences, the doctrine of Italy, and practice of France, in some kings’
times, hath introduced cabinet counsels; a remedy worse than the
disease.

As to secrecy; princes are not bound to communicate all matters
with all counsellors, but may extract and select Neither is it neces-
sary that he that consulteth what he should do, should declare what
he will do But let princes beware that the unsecreting of their
affairs comes not from themselves. And as for cabinet counsels,
1t may be their motto, Plenus rsmarum sum: one futile person, that
maketh it his glory to tell, will do more hurt than many, that know
it their duty to conceal. It 1s true there be some affairs which re-
quire extreme secrecy, which will hardly go beyond one or two
persons besides the king. neither are those counsels unprosperous,
for, besides the secrecy, they commonly go on constantly in one
spirit of direction, without distraction. But then 1t must be a pru-
dent king, such as is able to grind with a hand-null, and those in-
ward counsellors had need also be wise men, and especially true
and trusty to the king's ends, as it was with King Henry the
Seventh of England, who in his greatest business imparted him-
self to none, except it were to Morton and Fox.

For weakening of authority, the fable sheweth the remedy. Nay,
the majesty of kings is rather exalted than diminished when they
are in the chair of counsel neither was there ever prince bereaved
of his dependences by his counsel, except where there hath been
either an ovei-greatness in one counsellor or an over-strict com-
bination in divers, which are things soon found and holpen.

For the last inconvenience, that men will counsel with an eye to
themselves, certainly, non snveniet fidem super terram is meant of
the nature of times, and not of all particular persons. There be
that are in nature faithful, and sincere, and plain, and direct, not
crafty and involved, let princes, above all, draw to themselves such
natures, Besides, counsellors are not commonly so united, but that
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one counsellor keepeth sentinel over another, so that if any do coun-
sel out of faction or private ends, 1t commonly comes to the king’s
ear. But the best remedy 1s, if princes know their counsellors as
well as their counsellors know them.

Principis est virtus maxima nosse Suos.

And on the other side, counsellors should not be too speculative
into their sovereign's person. The true composition of a coun-
sellor 1s rather to be skilfull in their master’s business than n his
nature; for then he 1s like to advise him, and not to feed his
humor It is of singular use to princes if they take the opinions of
their counsel both separately and together. For private opinion 1s
more free, but opmnion before others 1s more reverend In private,
men are more bold in their own humors, and in consort, men are
more obnoxious to others’ humors. Therefore 1t 15 good to take
both and of the inferior sort rather in private, to preserve freedom,
of the greater rather in consort, to preserve respect It 1s 1n vaimn
for princes to take counsel concerning matters, if they take no
counsel likewise concerning persons, for all matters are as dead
mmages, and the life of the execution of affairs resteth in the good
choice of persons. Neither 1s 1t enough to consult concerning per-
sons secundim gemera, as in an i1dea or mathematical description,
what the kind and character of the person should be, for the great-
est errors are committed, and the most judgment 1s shown, in the
choice of individuals It was truly said, Optims consiliarn mortus:
books will speak plain when counsellors blanch. Therefore 1t is
good to be conversant in them, specially the books of such as them-
selves have been actors upon the stage.

The counsels at this day in most places are but familiar meet-
ings, where matters are rather talked on than debated And they
run too swift to the order or act of counsel It were better that,
in causes of weight, the matter were propounded one day and not
spoken to till the next day; n mocte constlium  So was 1t done 1
the commission of unmon between England and Scotland, which was
a grave and orderly assembly. I commend set days for petitions,
for both it gives the suitors more certainty for their attendance,
and it frees the meetings for matters of estate, that they may hoc
agere In choice of committees for ripening business for the coun-
sel, it is better to choose indifferent persons, than to make an in-
differency by putting 1n those that are strong on both sides I com-
mend also standing commissions, as for trade, for treasure, for
war, for swts, for some provinces, for where there be divers
particular counsels, and but one counsel of estate (as 1t 1s in Spain),
they are, in effect, no more than standing commissions, save that
they have greater authority. Let such as are to inform counsels
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out of their particular professions (as lawyers, seamen, mintmen,
and the lIthe) be first heard before commuttees, and then, as occasion
serves, before the counsel And let them not come in multitudes,
or 1 a tribunitious manner; for that 1s to clamor counsels, not to
inform them A long table and a square table, or seats about the
walls, seem things of form, but are things of substance, for at a
long table a few at the upper end, in effect, sway all the business,
but 1n the other form there 1s more use of the counsellors’ opinions
that sit lower. A king, when he presides in counsel, let him be-
ware how he opens his own mclination too much in that which he
propoundeth, for else counsellors will but take the wind of him,
and instead of giving free counsel, sing um a song of placcbo,



ESSAY XXIII
OF WISDOM FOR A MAN'S SELF

AN ant is a wise creature for itself, but it is a shrewd thing in
an orchard or garden And certainly men that are great lovers
of themselves waste the public Divide with reason between self-
love and society, and be so true to thyself, as thou be not false to
others, specially to thy king and country It 1s a poor center of
a man's action, himself It is nght earth. For that only stands
fast upon his own center, whereas all things that have affinity
with the heavens move upon the center of another, which they bene-
fit. The referring of all to a man’s self 15 more tolerable 1n a sover-
eign prince, because themselves are not only themselves, but their
good and evil 1s at the peril of the public fortune But 1t 15 a des-
perate evil 1n a servant to a prince, or a citizen 1n a republic  For
whatsoever affairs pass such a man’s hands, he crooketh them to
his own ends, which must needs be often cccentric to the ends of
his master or state, Therefore let princes, or states, chooses such
servants as have not this mark; except they mean their service
should be made but the accessary That which maketh the effect
more pernicious is that all proportion 1s lost It were disproportion
enough for the servant's good to be preferred before the master's;
but yet 1t is a greater extreme, when a Iittle good of the servant
shall carry things against a great good of the master’s And yet
that is the case of bad officers, treasurcrs, ambassadors, generals,
and other false and corrupt servants, which set a bias upon their
bowl, of their own petty ends and envies, to the overthrow of their
master’s great and important affairs  And for the most part, the
good such servants recewve 1s after the model of their own fortune;
but the hurt they sell for that good 1s after the model of their mas-
ter's fortune And certainly it 1s the nature of extreme self-lovers,
as they will set an house on fire, and 1t were but to roast their
eggs; and yet these men many times hold credit with their masters,
because their study is but to please them and profit themselves,
and for either respect they will abandon the good of their affairs

Wisdom for a man’s self is, in many branches thereof, a depraved
thing It is the wisdom of rats, that will be sure to leave a house
somewhat before it fall It is the wisdom of the fox, that thrusts
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out the badger, who digged and made room for him. It is the wis-
dom of crocodiles, that shed tears when they would devour But
that which 15 specially to be noted is, that those which (as Cicero
says of Pompey) are sus amantes sme rwaly, are many times un-
fortunate ~ And whereas they have all their time sacrificed to them-
selves, they become i the end themselves sacrifices to the incon-

stancy of fortune, whose wings they thought by their self-wisdom
to have pimoned,



ESSAY XXIV
OF INNOVATIONS

As the births of living creatures at first are ill-shapen, so are
all mnovations, which are the births of time Yet notwithstand-
ing, as those that first bring honor mto therr family are commonly
more worthy than most that succeed, so the first precedent (1f 1t
be good) 1s seldom attained by mmitation For 1ll, to man's nature
as 1t stands perverted, hath a natural motion, strongest in continu-
ance, but good, as a forced motion, strongest at first. Surely every
medicine is an mnovation, and he that will not apply new reme-
dies must expect new evils for time 1s the greatest innovator, and
if time of course alter things to the worse, and wisdom and coun-
sel shall not alter them to the better, what shall be the end? It
15 true, that what 1s settled by custom, though 1t be not good, yet
at least 1t is it And those things which have long gone together
are as it were confederate within themselves whereas new things
ptece not so well, but though they help by their utility, yet they
trouble by their inconformity Besides, they are hke strangers,
more admired and less favored. All this is true, if time stood still,
which contrariwise moveth so round, that a forward retention of
custom is as turbulent a thing as an innovation, and they that rev-
erence too much old times are but a scorn to the new It were good
therefore that men in their innovations would follow the example
of time itself, which indeed innovateth greatly, but quietly and by
degrees scarce to be perceived for otherwise, whatsoever 15 new
is unlooked for; and ever it mends some, and pairs other. and he
that is holpen takes it for a fortune, and thanks the time, and he
that is hurt, for a wrong, and imputeth 1t to the author. It 15 good
also not to try experiments in states, except the necessity be urgent,
or the utility evident, and well to beware that it be the reformation
that draweth on the change, and not the desire of change that pre-
tendeth the reformation And lastly, that the novelty, though 1t be
not rejected, yet be held for a suspect; and, as the Scripture saith,
that we make a stand upon the ancient way, and then look about
us, and discover what is the straight and right way, and so to walk
in it,
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ESSAY XXV
OF DISPATCH

ArrectED dispatch is one of the most dangerous things to busi-
ness that can be It is like that which the physicians call pre-
digestion, or hasty digestion, which 1s sure to fill the body full of
crudities and secret seeds of diseases Therefore measure not dis-
patch by the times of sitting, but by the advancement of the busi-
ness And as 1n races 1t 1s not the large stride or high lift that
makes the speed, so 1n business, the keeping close to the matter,
and not taking of 1t too much at once, procureth dispatch. It is
the care of some only to come off speedily for the time, or to con-
trive some false periods of business, because they may seem men
of dispatch. But 1t 1s one thing to abbrewiate by contracting, an-
other by cutting off: and busimess so handled at several sittings or
meetings goeth commonly backward and forward in an unsteady
manner [ knew a wise man that had it for a by-word, when he
saw men hasten to a conclusion Stay a little, that we may make an
end the sooner.

On the other side, true dispatch is a rich thing. For time is the
measure of bustness, as money 1s of wares, and business is bought
at a dear hand where there 1s small dispatch. The Spartans and
Spaniards have been noted to be of small dispatch: M: venga la
mucrte de Spanga; Let my death come from Spain; for then 1t will
be sure to be long mn coming

Give good hearing to those that give the first information in
business; and rather direct them in the beginning than interrupt
them in the continuance of their speeches: for he that is put out
of his own order will go forward and backward, and be more tedious
while he waits upon his memory than he could have been if he had
gone on in his own course. But sometimes 1t is seen that the mod-
erator is more troublesome than the actor.

Iterations are commonly loss of time but there is no such gain
of time as to iterate often the state of the question; for it chaseth
away many a frivolous speech as it 1s coming forth Long and
curtous speeches are as fit for dispatch, as a robe or mantle with
a long train 1s for race. Prefaces, and passages, and excusations, and
other speeches of reference to the person, are great wastes of time,
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and though they seem to proceed of modesty, they are bravery. Yet
beware of being too material, when there 1s any impediment or ob-
struction 1 men’s wills, for preoccupation of mind ever requireth
preface of speech, like a formentation to make the unguent enter

Above all things, order, and distribution, and singling out of
parts, 15 the life of dispatch, so as the distribution be not too subtile-
for he that doth not divide will never enter well into business; and
he that divideth too much will never come out of it clearly To
choose time 1s to save time; and an unseasonable motion 1s but the
beating the air. There be three parts of business: the preparation,
the debate or examunation, and the perfection. Whereof, 1f you
look for dispatch, let the middle only be the work of many, and the
first and last the work of few. The proceeding upon somewhat con-
ceved in writing doth for the most part facilitate dispatch for
though 1t should be wholly rejected, yet that negative 15 more preg-
nant of direction than an indefimte, as ashes are more generative
than dust,



ESSAY XXVI
OF SFEMING WISE

IT hath been an opinion that the French are wiser than they
seem, and the Spaniards seem wiser than they are DBut howsoever
it be between nations, certainly it 1s so between man and man, For
as the Apostle saith of godliness, Having a shew of godliness, but
denying the power thereof, so certainly there are in point of wisdom
and sufficiency that do nothing or little very solemnly: magno conatu
nugas. It 1s a ridiculous thing and fit for a satire to persons of
judgment, so see what shifts these formalists have, and what pros-
pectives to make superficies to seem body that hath depth and bulk.
Some are so close and reserved as they will not shew their wares
but by a dark light, and seem always to keep back somewhat, and
when they know withmn themselves they speak of that they do not
well know, would nevertheless seem to others to know of that which
they may not well speak. Some help themselves with countenance
and gesture, and are wise by signs; as Cicero saith of Piso, that
when he answered him he fetched one of his brows up to his fore-
head, and bent the other down to his chin: Respondes, altero ad
frontem sublato, altcro ad mentum depresso supercilio, crudelitatem
tibt non placere. Some think to bear it by speaking a great word
and being peremptory; and go on, and take by admittance that which
they cannot make good. Some, whatsoever is bevond their reach,
will seem to despise or make light of 1t as impertinent or curious;
and so would have their ignorance seem judgment, Some are never
without a difference, and commonly by amusing men with a sub-
tity blanch the matter; of whom A. Gellius saith, hominem delirum,
qus verborum manutus rerum fragit pondera. Of which kind also
Plato, in his Protagoras, bringeth in Prodicus in scorn, and maketh
him make a speech that consisteth of distinctions from the begin-
ning to the end. Generally, such men 1n all deliberations find ease
to be of the negative side, and affect a credit to object and fore-
tell difficulties for when propositions are denied, there is an end
of them, but 1f they be allowed, it requireth a new work. which false
point of wisdom 1s the bane of business. To conclude, there 1s no
decaying merchant, or inward beggar, hath so many tricks to uphold
the credit of their wealth, as these empty persons have to maintain
the credit of their sufficiency. Seeming wise men may make shift
to get opmion‘ but let no man choose them for employment; for
certainly you would better take for business a man somewhat absurd
than over-formal.
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ESSAY XXVII
OF FRIENDSHIP

It had been hard for him that spake it to have put more truth
and untruth together in a few words, than in that speech, Whoso-
ever 15 delighted in solitude 1s either a wild beast or a god For
it is most true that a natural and secret hatred and aversation to-
wards soctety, in any man, hath somewhat of the savage beast,
but it is most untrue that it should have any character at all of
the divine nature; except 1t proceed, not out of a pleasure in solitude,
but out of a love and desire to sequester a man’s self for a higher
conversation such as is found to have been falsely and feignedly
in some of the heathen' as Epimenides the Candian, Numa the
Roman, Empedocles the Sicilian, and Apollonius of Tyana; and
truly and really m divers of the ancient hermits and holy fathers
of the church But little do men perceive what solitude is, and
how far it extendeth For a crowd 1s not company, and faces are
but a gallery of pictures, and talk but a tinkling cymbal, where
there is no love. The Latin adage meeteth with 1t a little, Magna
cistas, magna sohtudo; because 1n a great town friends are scat-
tered; so that there 1s not that fellowship, for the most part, which
is in less neighborhoods. But we may go further and afirm most
truly, that it 1s a mere and miserable solitude to want true friends,
without which the world is but a wilderness; and even in this sense
also of solitude, whosoever in the frame of his nature and affec-
tions is unfit for friendship, he taketh it of the beast, and not from
humanity.

A principal fruit of friendship is the ease and discharge of the
fulness and swellings of the heart, which passions of all kinds do
cause and induce. We know diseases of stoppings and suffocations
are the most dangerous 1n the body; and 1t 1s not much otherwise
in the mind: you may take sarza to open the liver, steel to open
the spleen, flowers of sulphur for the lungs, castoreum for the
brain, but no recipe openeth the heart, but a true friend, to whom
you may impart griefs, joys, fears, hopes, suspicions, counsels, and
whatsoever lieth upon the heart to oppress it in a kind of civil shrift
or confession

It is a strange thing to observe how high a rate great kings and
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monarchs do set up this fruit of friendship whereof we speak so
great, as they purchase it many times at the hazard of their own
safety and greatness For princes, in regard of the distance of
their fortune from that of their subjects and servants, cannot gather
this frut, except (to make themselves capable thercof) they raise
some persons to be as 1t were companions and almost equals to them-
selves, which many times sorteth to inconvenience The modern
languages give unto such persons the name of favorites, or priva-
does; as 1f 1t were matter of grace, or comversation But the Roman
name attamneth the truc use and cause thereof, naming them participes
curarum, for it 1s that which tieth the knot And we sce plamly
that this hath been done, not by weak and passionate princes only,
but by the wisest and most pohtic that ever reigned, who have
ofentimes joined to themselves some of their servants, whom both
themselves have called friends, and allowed others likewise to call
them 1n the same manner, using the word which 15 received betwceen
private men

L Svlla, when he commanded Rome, raised Pompey (after sur-
named the Great) to that height, that Pompey vaunted humself for
Sylla’s overmatch. TFor when he had carried the consulship for a
friend of his, against the purswit of Sylla, and that Sylla did a little
resent thereat, and began to speak great, Pompey turned upon him
again, and n effect bade him be quiet, for that more men adored
the sun rising than the sun setting. With Julus Casar, Decimus
Brutus had obtained that interest, as he set hitm down in his testa-
ment for heir in remaimnder after his nephew And this was the
man that had power with him to draw him forth to his death. For
when Cgsar would have discharged the senate, 1n regard of some
il presages, and specially a dream of Calpurma, this man lifted
him gently by the arm out of his chair, telling him he hoped he
would not dismiss the senate till his wife had dreamt a better
dream  And 1t seemeth his favor was so great, as Antonius, 1n a
letter which 1s recited verbatun in one of of Cicero’'s Philippics,
calleth him venefica, “witch”, as if he had enchanted Czsar Au-
gustus raised Agrippa (though of mean birth) to that height, as,
when he consulted with Mzcenas about the marriage of his daugh-
ter Julia, Macenas took the hiberty to tell him, that he must either
marry his daughter to Agrippa, or take away his life, there was
no third way, he had made him so great With Tiberius Cesar,
Sejanus had ascended to that height, as they two were termed and
reckoned as a pair of friends Tiberius 1n a letter to him saith,
Hec pro amicitid nostré non occultavi, and the whole senate dedi-
cated an altar to Friendship, as to a goddess, 1n respect of the great
dearness of friendship between them two The like or more was
between Septimius Severus and Plautianus. For he forced his eld-
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est son to marry the daughter of Plautianus. and would often main-
tain Plautianus mn doing affronts to his son, and did write also 1n
a letter to the senate by these words 1 love the man so well, as
I wish he may over-live me Now 1f these princes had been as a
Trajan, or a Marcus Aurelius, a man might have thought that this
had proceeded of an abundant goodness of nature, but being men
so wise, for such strength and severity of mind, and so extreme
lovers of themselves, as all these were, 1t proveth most planly that
they found their own felicity (though as great as ever happened
to mortal men) but as an half piece, except they mought have a
friend to make 1t entire and yet, which 1s more, they were princes
that had wives, sons, nephews, and yet all these could not supply
the comfort of friendship

It 1s not to be forgotten, what Commineus observeth of his first
master, Duke Charles the Hardy, namely, that he would commum-
cate his secrets with none, and least of all, those secrets which
troubled him most Whereupon he goeth on and saith, that towards
his latter time that closeness did impair and a little perish his under-
standing  Surely Communeus mought have made the same judg-
ment also, 1f 1t had pleased him, of his second master, Lewis the
Eleventh, whose closeness was indeed his tormentor. The parable
of Pythagoras 1s dark, but true, Cor ne edito, “Eat not the heart”
Certainly, 1f a man would give 1t a hard phrase, those that want
friends to open themselves unto are canmbals of their own hearts.
But one thing 1s most admirable (wherewith 1 will conclude this
first fruit of friendship), which 1s, that this communicating of a
man's self to his friend works two contrary effects, for it redoubleth
joys, and cutteth griefs in halfs For there 1s no man that im-
parteth his joys to his friend, but he joyeth the more, and no man
that imparteth his griefs to his friend, but he grieveth the less So
that 1t 1s 1n truth of operation upon a man’s nund, of like virtue as
the alchymists use to attribute to their stone for man’s body; that
1t worketh all contrary effects, but still to the good and benefit of
nature But yet, without praying in aid of alchymists, there is a
-manifest 1mage of this in the ordinary course of nature For i
bodies, union strengtheneth and cherisheth any natural action, and,
on the other side, weakeneth and dulleth any wviolent impression.
and even so 1s 1t of minds

The cecond fruit of friendship is healthful and sovereign for the
understanding, as the first 1s for the affections For friendship mak-
eth indeed a fair day in the affections, from storm and tempests,
but 1t maketh daylhght in the understanding, out of darkness and
confusion of thoughts Neither 1s this to be understood only of
faithful counsel, which a man receiveth from his friend, but be-
fore you come to that, certamn 1t 1s that whosoever hath his mind
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fraught with many thoughts, his wits and understanding do clarfy
and break up, in the communicating and discoursing with another
he tosseth his thoughts more easily, he marshalleth them more or-
derly, he sceth how they look when they are turned into words,
finally, he waxeth wiser than himself, and that more by an hour's
discourse than by a day's meditation It was well said by Themisto-
cles to the king of Persia, that speech was like cloth of Arras,
opened and put abroad, whereby the imagery doth appear in figure,
whereas 1n thoughts they lie but as 1n packs Neither 15 this sec-
ond fruit of friendship, in opening the understanding, restrained
only to such friends as are able to give a man counsel (they 1n-
deed are best), but even without that, a man learneth of himself,
and bringeth his own thoughts to light, and whetteth his wits as
against a stone, which 1tself cuts not In a word, a man were bet-
ter relate himself to a statue or picture, than to suffer his thoughts
to pass i smother

Add now, to make this second fruit of friendship complete, that
other point, which lieth more open, and falleth within vulgar obser-
vation, which 1s faithful counsel from a friend Herachitus saith
well n one of his enigmas, Dry light 1s ever the best And certamn
it is that the hght that a man receiveth by counsel from another
1s drier and purer than that which cometh from his own under-
standing and judgment, which 1s ever infused and drenched 1n his
affections and customs So as there 1s as much difference between
the counsel that a friend giveth, and that a man giveth himself, as
there 1s between the counsel of a friend and of a flatterer. For
there 1s no such flatterer as 1s a man's self, and there 1s no such
remedy against flattery of a man’s self as the liberty of a friend
Counsel 1s of two sorts; the one concerning manners, the other
concerning business. For the first; the best preservative to keep
the mind 1n health 1s the faithful admonition of a friend The call-
ing of a man’s self to a strict account 1s a medicine, sometime, too
prercing and corrostve  Reading good books of morality 1s a httle
flat and dead. Observing our faults in others 1s sometimes unproper
for our case But the best receipt (best, I say, to work, and best
to take) 1s the admonition of a friend. It 1s a strange thing to be-
hold what gross errors and extreme absurdities many (espectallv
of the greater sort) do commit, for want of a friend to tell them
of them, to the great damage both of their fame and fortune For,
as St. James saith, they are as men, that look sometimes into a
glass, and presently forget their own shape and favor As for busi-
ness, a man may think, 1f he will, that two eyes see no more than
one; or that a gamester seeth always more than a looker-on; or
that a man 1n anger 15 as wise as he that hath said over the four
and twenty letters, or that a musket may be shot off as well upon
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the arm as upon a rest, and such other fond and high imagina-
tions, to think himself all 1n all But when all 1s done, the help
of good counsel 1s that which setteth business straight And if any
man think that he will take counsel, but 1t shall be by pieces, ask-
ing counsel in one busmess of one man, and in another business of
another man, 1t 1s well (that 1s to say, better perhaps than 1f he
asked nonc at all), but he runneth two dangers One, that he shall
not be faithfully counselled, for 1t 1s a rare thing, except 1t be from
a perfect and entire friend, to have counsel given, hut such as shall
be bowed and crooked to some ends which he hath that giveth 1t
The other, that he shall have counsel given, hurtful and unsafe
(though with good meaning), and mixed partly of muschief and
partly of remedy even as if you would call a physician, that is
thought good for the cure of the disease you complain of, but 1s
unacquainted with your body, and therefore may put you in way
for a present cure, but overthroweth your health in some other
kind, and so cure the disease and kill the patient But a friend
that 1s wholly acquainted with a man’s estate will beware, by fur-
thering any present business, how he dasheth upon other incon-
ventence And therefore rest not upon scattered counsels, they will
rather distract and mislead than settle and direct

After these two noble fruits of friendship (peace in the affec-
tions, and support of the judgment) followeth the last fruit, which
1s like the pomegranate, full of many kernels, I mean aid and bear-
g a part in all actions and occasions Here the best way to rep-
resent to life the manifold use of friendship 15 to cast and see how
many things there are which a man cannot do himself, and then
1t will appear that it was a sparing speech of the ancients, to say,
that a friend is another himself for that a friend 1s far more than
himself Men have their time, and die many times in desire of
some things which they principally take to heart, the bestowing of
a child, the finishing of a work, or the like If a man have a true
friend, he may rest almost secure that the care of those things will
continue after him So that a man hath as 1t were two lives in his
desires A man hath a body, and that body 1s confined to a place,
but where friendship 1s, all offices of life are as 1t were granted
to him and his deputy. For he may exercise them by his friend
How many things are there which a man cannot, with any face
or comeliness, say or do himself! A man can scarce allege his own
merits with modesty, much less extol them, a man cannot some-
times brook to supplicate or beg, and a number of the like. But
all these things are graceful 1n a friend's mouth, which are blushing
in a man’s own So again, a man’s person hath many proper rela-
tions which he cannot put off. A man cannot speak to his son but
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The Thirde Booke
CHAPTER 1
OF PROFI1 AND 1IONESTY

No man living 1s free from speaking foolish things, the ill lucke 1s,
to speake them curiously

Ne ste magno conatu magnas sugas dixerit
Ter Heaut act 1v sc. 1

This fellow sure with much a doe,
Will tell great tales and trifles too

That concerneth not me, nune shp from me with as Ittle care, as
they are of smal worth: whereby they speed the better I would sud-
denly quit them, for the least cost were in them* Nor do I buy, or
sell them, but for what they weigh 1 speake unto Paper, as to the
first man I meete. That this 1s true, marke well what followes To
whom should not treachery be detestable, when Tiberius refused it
on such great interest? One sent him word out of Germany, that if he
thought 1t good, Artminius should be made away by poison. He was
the nughtiest enemy the Romans had, who had so vilely used them
under Varus, and who onely empeached the encrease of his domina-
tion 1n that country His answer was, that the pcople of Rome were
accustomed to be revenged on their enemies by open courses, With
weapons 1n hand, not by subtill sleights, nor in hugger mugger, thus
left he the profitable for the honest He was (you will say) a cosener,
I beleeve it, that's no wonder, 1n men of his profession. But the con-
fession of vertue, 1s of no lesse consequence m his mouth that hateth
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the same, forsomuch as truth by force doth wrest 1t from him, and
if he will not (admit) 1t mn hum, at least, to adorne himselfe he will
put 1t on  Our composition, both publike and private, 1s full of 1m-
perfection; yet 1s there nothing in nature unserviceable, no not inutility
it selfe, nothing thereof hath beene msinuated in this huge umverse,
but holdeth some fit place therein  Our essence 1s cymented with
crased qualities, ambition, jealosie, envy, revenge, superstition, cs-
paire, lodge 1 us, with so naturall a possession, as their image 15 also
discerned 1in beasts yea and cruelty, so unnaturall a vice for in the
middest of compassion, we mwardly feele a kinde of hitter-sweet-
pricking of malicious delight, to see others suffer, and cluldren feele 1t
also:

Suave mart magno turbantibus @quora ventis,
E terra magnum alterius spectare laborem
Lucr 11 1.
"Tis swect on graund seas, when windes waves turmoyle,
From land to see an others greevous toyle

The seed of which qualities, who should roote out of man, should
rumne the fundamental conditions of our life: In matters of policy
likewise, some necessary functions are not onely base, but faulty:
vices find therein a seate, and employ themselves 1n the stitching up
of our frame, as poysons in the preservations of our health  If they
become excusable, because wee have ncede of them, and that com-
mon necessity effaceth their true property, let us rewigne the acting
of this part to hardy Citizens, who sticke not to sacrifice therr honours
and consciences, as those of old, their lives, for their Countries availe
and safety We that are more weake, had best assume taskes of more
ease and less hazard The Common-wealth requireth some to betray,
some to lie, and some to massaker: leave we that commission to people
more obedient and more pliable Truly, I have often beene vexed,
to see our judges, by fraude or false hopes of {avour or pardon, draw
on a malefactor, to bewray his offence, employing therein both cousen-
age and impudencie It were fit for justice, and Plato himselfe, who
favoureth this custome, to furnish me with meanes more sutable to
my humour. ’'Tis a malictous justice, and 1n my conceit no less
wounded by 1t selfe, than by others I answered not long since, that
hardly could I betray my Prince for a particular man, who should be
very sory to betray a particular man for my Prince And loath not
onely to deceive, but that any be deceived in me; whereto I will neither
furnish matter nor occasion In that little busines I have managed be-
tweene our Princes, amud the divisions and subdivisions, which at
this day so teare and turmotle us, I have curiously heeded, that they
mistake me not, nor muffled themselves 1n any maske, The professors
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of that trade hold themselves most covert, pretending and counter-
feiting the greatest indifference and neerness to the cause they can
As for me, 1 offer my selfe 1n my liveliest reasons, m a forme most
mine owne* A tender and young Negotiator, and who had rather
faile 11 my businesse, then m my selfe  Yet hath this been hitherto
with so good hap (for surely fortune 1s in thece matters a principal
actor) that few have dealt betwene party and party with lesse suspi-
tion, and more inward favour 1 have in all my proceedings an open
fashion, easie to mnsmuate and give it selfe credit at first acquaint-
ance Smcerity, plaincnesse, and naked truth, in what age soever,
finde also their opportunitie and employment  Besides, their liberty 1s
Iittle called 1 question, or subject to hate, who deale without respect
of therr owne mterest  And thcy mayv trucly use the answer of
Hyperides unto the Athemans, complamming of his bitter mvectives and
sharpeness of lus specch  Con<ider not, my masters whether I am
free, but whether 1 be <o, without taking ought, or bettering my state
by 1t My hberty also hath easily discharged me from all suspition of
faintnesse, by 1t’s vigor (nor forbearing to speake any thing, though
it bit or stung them, I could not have said worse 1n their absence)
and because 1t carrieth an apparant show of simplicity and careles-
nesse I pretend no other {ruit by negotiating, then to negotiate,
and annex no long pursuites or propositions to it LEvery action makes
his particular game, win he 1f he can Nor am I urged with the pas-
ston of love or hate unto great men, nor 1s my wil shackled with
anger, or particular respect T regard our Kings with an affection
stmiply lawfull, and meercly civil, neither mooved nor unmoov'd by
private interest for which I like my selfe the better The generall
and just cause bindes me no more than moderately, and without vio-
lent fits 1 am not subject to these piercing pledges and inward gages
Choller and hate are beyond the duty of justice, and are passions fit-
ting only those, whose reason 15 not sufficient to hold them to their
duty: Utatur motu anmimi, qui uty ratione non potest, Let him use
the motion of his nunde, that cannot use reason  All lawfull inten-
tions are of themselves temperate: 1f not, they are altered into sedicious
and unlawful It 1s that makes me march every where with my head
aloft, my face and heart open Verily (and I feare not to avouch it)
I could easily for a neede, bring a candle to Saint Michaell, and an-
other to his Dragon, as the good old woman. I will follow the best side
to the fire, but not into 1t, 1f I can choose. If neede require, let Mon-
taigne my Mannor-house be swallowed up in the publike ruine: but
1f there be no such necessity, I will acknowledge my selie beholding
unto fortune if she please to save 1t, and for it's safety employ as
much scope as my endevours can afford me Was it not Atticus, who
cleaving to the nght (but loosing side) saved himselfe by his mod-
eration, 1n that generall Shipwracke of the world, amidst so many
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changes and divers alterations? To private men, such as he was, it
1s more easte  And in such kinde of businesse, I thinke one dealeth
justly, not to be too forward to incinuate or mnvite himselfe: T'o hold
a staggering or middle course, to beare an unmooved affection, and
without inchination in the troubles of s countiy, and publike divi-
sions, I deeme neither seemecly nor honest: FEa non media, sed nulla
via est, velut cventum expectantiom, quo fortunae consihia sua appli-
cent, That 1s not the mid-way, but a mad way, or no way, as of those
that expect the event with mntent to apply their dessignes as fortune
shall fall out That may be permutted in the affures of neighbours
So did Gelon the tyrant of Siracusa suspend his inchnation m the
Barbarian wars against the Greekes, heeping Ambasdours at Delphos,
with presents, to watch on what side the victory would Iight, and to
apprehend the fittest occasion of reconcilement with the victors It
were a kind of treason to do so 1n our owne affaires and domesticall
matters, wherein of necessity one must resolve and take a side, but
for a man that hath neither charge, nor expresse commandement to
urge him, not to busie or entermedle himselfe therein, I holde 1t more
excusable: (Yet frame I not this excuse for my selfe) then m for-
ramne and strangers wars, wherewith according to our laws, no man
1s troubled against his will Neverthelesse those, who wholly ingage
themselves into them, may carry such an order and temper, as the
storme (without offending them) may glide over their head Had wee
not reason to hope as much of the deceased Bishop of Orleans, Lora
of Morwlhiers? And I know some, who at this present worthily
bestirre themselves, 1n so even a fashion or pleasing a manner, that
they are likely to continue on foote, whatsoever mjurious alteration
or fall, the heavens may prepare against us I holde 1wt onely fit for
Kings to be angry with Kings  And mocke at those rash spirits, who
from the braverie of their hearts offer themselves to so unpropor-
tionate quarrels For one undertaketh not a particular quarrell against
a Prince, in marching against him openly and couragiously, for his
honour, and according to his duty. If hee love not such a man: hee
doth better: at least hee esteemeth him  And the cause of lawes
especially, and defence of the auncient state, hath ever found this
priviledge, that such as for their owne interest, disturbe the same,
excuse (1f they honour not) therr defendors. But wee ought not
terme duty (as now a dayes wee do) a sower rigour, and intestine
crabbednesse, proceeding of private interest and passions nor cour-
age a treacherous and malicious proceeding Their disposition to
frowardnesse and mischiefe, they entitle Zeale That's not the cause
doth heate them, ’'tis their owne interest: They kindle a warre, not
because it 15 just, but because it is warre 'Why may not a man beare
himselfe betweene enemies featly and faithfully? Does it, if not
altogether with an equall (for it may admit different measure) at



70 ESSAYS

least with a sober affection, which may not so much engage you
to the one, that he looke for al at your hands. Content your selfe
with a moderate proportion of their favour, and to giide n troubled
waters without fishing in them Th’ other manner of offering ones
uttermost endeavours to both sides, mmplyeth lesse discretion then
conscience What knows he to whom you betray another, as much your
friend as himselfe, but will do the like for him, when his turne shall
come? He takes you for a willame whilst that hee heares you, and
gathers out of you, and makes his best use of your disloyalty For
double fellowes are only beneficiall in what they bring, but we must
looke, they carry away as little as may be I carry nothing to the
one, which I may not (having opportunity) say unto the other, the
accent only changed a Iittle: and report either but indifferent or
knowne, or common things No benefit can induce mee to lye unto
them what 1s entrusted to my silence I conceale rehigiously, but take
as hittle 1n trust as I can Princes secrets are a troublesome charge,
to such as have nought to do with them. I ever by my good will
capitulate with them, that they trust mee with very little. but let
them assuredly trust what I disclose unto them I always knew more
then I wold An open speach opens the way to another, and draws
all out, even as Wine, and Love Philippedes in my minde, answered
King Lysunachus wisely, when hee demaunded of him, what of his
wealth or state hee should empart unto him Which and what you
please (quoth hee) so 1t be not your secrets I see every one mutine,
1f another conceale the deapth or mysterie of the affaires {from him,
wherein he pleaseth to employ him, or have but purloyned any circum-
stance from him For my part, I am content one tell me no more
of lus businesse then he will have me know or deale in, nor desire
I, that my knowledge exceede or straine my word If I must needs
be the instrument of cozinage, 1t shall at least be with safety of my
conscience. I will not be esteemed a servant, nor so affectionate, nor
yet so faithfull, that I be judged fit to betray any man Who 1s un-
faithfull to himselfe, may be excused 1f hee be faithlesse to his
Master  But Princes entertaine not men by halfes, and despise
bounded [and] conditionall service What remedy? I freely tell them
my limits, for, a slave I must not be but unto reason, which yet I can-
not compasse And they are to blame, to exact from a free man, the
like subjection unto their service, and the same obligation, which they
may from those they have made and bought, and whose fortune de-
pendeth particularly and expresly on theirs The lawes have de-
livered mee from much trouble: they have chosen mee a side to
followe, and appointed mee a maister to obey: all other superiority
and duty, ought to bee relative unto that, and bee restramned. Yet
may 1t not be concluded, that 1f my affection should otherwise trans-
port mee, I would presently afforde my helping hand unto it. Will
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and desires are a lawe to themselves, actions are to receive it of pub-
like 1nstitutions- All these proceedings of mune, are somewhat dis-
sonant from our formes They should produce no great effects, nor
holde out long among us. Innocencie 1t selfe could not 1n these times
nor negotiate without dissimulation, nor traficke without lying.
Neither are publike functions of my diet, what my profession re-
quires thereto, 1 furmsh in the most private manner I can Being
a childe, T was plunged into them up to the ears, and had good suc-
cesse, but 1 got loose in good time 1 have often since shunned
medling with them, seldome accepted and never required, ever hold-
ing my back toward ambition, but 1f not as rowers, who goe forward
as 1t were backeward' Yet so, as I am lesse beholding to resolution,
then to my good fortune, that I was not wholly embarked in them.
For, there are courses lesse against my taste, and more comfortable
to my carniage, by which 1f heretofore 1t had called mee to the service
of the common-wealth, and my advancement unto credit in the world:
I know that in following the same I had excecded the rcason of my
conceite. Those which commonly say against my profession, that
what I terme liberty, simplicity and plammenesse in my behaviour, is
arte, cunning and subtilty and rather discretion, then goodnes<e, in-
dustry then nature, good wit, then good hap, doe mee more honour,
then shame But truly they make my cunning overcunming And
whosoever hath traced mee and nearely looked into my humours, Ile
loose a good wager 1f hee confesse not, that there 1s no rule in their
schoole, could, a midde such crooked pathes and divers windings,
square and raport this naturall motion, and maintam an apparance of
liberty and licence, so equall and inflexible, and that all their atten-
tion and wit, is not of power to bring them to 1it. The way to trueth
is but one and simple, that of particular profit and henefit of affatres
a man hath m charge, double, uneven and accidentall I have often
seene these counterfet and artifictall liberties 1n practice, but most
commonly without successe They savour of Zsopes Asse who n
emulation of the dogge, layde his two fore-feete very jocondly upon
his masters shoulders but looke how many blandishments the prety
dogge received, under one, so many bastinadoes where redoubled upon
the poore Asses backe [d maxime quemque decet: quod cst cujusque
suum maxime (Civ Off 1) that becomes every man especially,
which 15 his owne espccially 1T will not deprive cousinage of her
ranke, that were to understand the world but 11l: I know 1t hath often
done profitable service, it supporteth, yea and nourisheth the great-
est part of mens vacations.

There are some lawfull vices: as many actions, or good or ex-
cusable, unlawfull Justice in 1t selfe naturall and umversall is other-
wise ordered, and more nobly distributed, then this other especiall, and
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nationall justice, restrained and suted to the neede of our pollicie
Vert guris germanaque justitice solidam et expressam effigiem nullam
tenemus umbra et imagimbus utimer (Cic. OFf 1m). Wee have
no lively nor hife-like purtraiture of upright law and naturall justice
wee use but the shaddowes and colours of them So that wise Dan-
damys, hearing the lives of Socrates, Pythagoras and Diogenes re-
peated, 1n other things, judged them great and worthy men, but over-
much subjected to the reverence of the lawes: which to authorize
and second, true vertue 1s to decline very much from his naturall
vigor: and not onely by their pernussion, but perswasions divers
vicious actions are committed and take place Ex Senatus consultis
plebisque scitis scelera exercentur  Even by decrees of counsell, and
by statute-laws are mischiefes put in practise I follow the common
phrase, which makes a difference between profitable and honest things.
terming some naturall actions which are not onely profitable but neces-
sary, dishonest and filthy. But to continue our examples of treason
Two which aspired unto the kingdome of Thrace, were falne into
controversie for their right The Emperor hindred them from f{all-
ing together by the eares the one under colour of contriving some
friendly accord by an enterview inviting the other to a feast in his
house, imprisoned and murthred him  Justice required, that the Ro-
manes should be satisfied for their outrage some difficulties empeached
the ordinary course What they could not lawfully doe without warre
and hazard, they attempted to accomplish by treason: what they coulde
not honestly atchieve, they profitably compassed For exployting
whereof, Pomponius Flaccus was thought most fitte: who trayning the
fellow nto his Nettes by fained wordes and sugred assurances, in
liew of the favour and honour hee promised him, sent him bound
hand and {oote to Rome. One traytor overreached another, against
common custome: For, they are all full of distrust, and 'tis very hard
to surprise them 1n their own arte: witnesse the heavy and dismall
experience we have lately felt of 1it. Let who liste bee Pomponius
Flaccus, and there are too-too many that will bee so. As for my
part, both my word and faith, are as the rest; pieces of this common
body their best effect 1s the publicke service that’s ever presupposed
with mee. But as, tf one should command mee to take the charge of
the Rolles or Recordes of the Pallace, I would answere: I have no
skill in them: or to bee a leader of Pioners, I would say; I am called
to a worthier office: Even so, who would goe about to employ mee, nor
to murther or poyson, but to lye, betraye, and forsweare my selfe,
I would tell him, If I have robbed or stolne any thing from any man,
send mee rather to the Gallies For, a Gentleman may law{ully speake
as did the Lacedemomians, defeated by Antipater, upon the points
of their agreement: You may impose as heavy burdens, and harmefull
taxes upon us as you please, but you lose your time, to command us
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any shameful or dishonest things. Every man should give himselfe
the oath, which the Agyptian Kings, solemnly and usually presented
to their judges, Not to swarve from their consciences, what command
soever they should receive from themsehes to the contrary In such
commissions there i1s an evident note of ignomimie and condemnation
And whosoever gives them vou, accuseth you. and 1f you concerve
them right, gives you them as a trouble and burthen As much as the
publike affaires amend by your endeavours, your owne empaireth: the
better you do, so much the worse doe you And 1t shall not bee newe,
nor peradventure without shadowe of justice, that hee who sctteth
you a worke, becometh vour rumme If treason bee mn any case ex-
cusable, 1t 1s onely then, when 'tis emploved to punish and betray
treason  Wee shall finde many treacheries, to have heene not refused,
but punished by them, m whose favour they were undertaken Who
knowes not the <entence ot Iabritius, against Pyrrus lus Physition?
And the commander hath often severcly revenged them on the partie
he employed 1n them, refusmg <o unbridled a credite and power, and
disavowing so lewde and <o vile an obedience. Jaropelc Duke of Rus-
s1a, ~ollicited an Hungarian Gentleman, to betraye Boleslaus King of
Poloma, m contriving his death, or furmishing the Russians with
meanes to work himn some notable mischiefe. This gallant, presently
bestirres him in 1t, and more then ever applying himeelie to the
Kings service obtained to bee of his counsell, and of those hee most
trusted By which advantages, and with the opportumty of his masters
absence, hee betrayed '1cilicia, a great and rich citie to the Russians.
which was whollie sakt and burnt by them, with a generall slaughter,
both of the inhabitans, of what sexe or age soever, and a great number
of nobility thereabouts. whom to that purpose he had assembled
Jaropele s anger thus asswaged with revenge and his rage miti-
gated (which was not without pretext, for Bolcslaus had mightily
wronged and 1n Iike manner mcensed lim) and glutted with the fruite
of treason, examming the ughnessc thereof, naked and alone, and
with mmpartiall eyes beholding the same, not distempered by passion,
concerved such a remorse, and tooke 1t so to hcart, that hee forth-
with caused the eyes of his nstrumentall executioner to be pulled out,
and his tongue and privy parts to be cut off .dntigonus perswaded the
Argyrasprdes soldiers, to betray Eumenes theiwr generall, and his
adversarie, unto him, whom when they had delivered, and he had
caused to be slaine; himselfe desired to be the Comnussary of divine
justice, for the punishment of so detestable a trecherie and resigning
them into the hands of the Governor of the Province, gave him ex-
presse charge, in what manner soever 1t were, to rid himselfe of them,
and bring them to some muschievous end Whereby, of that great
number they were, not one ever after sawe the smoake of Macedon
The better they served his turne, the more wicked hee judged them,
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and the more worthie of punishment The slave that betraied the
corner wheremn his master P Sulpicius lay hid, was set at hiberty,
according to the promise of Swyllas proscription: but according to the
promuse of common reason, bemng freed, hee was throwne head-long
from off the Tarpeyan rocke And Clotns King of France, in liew of
the golden armes he had promised the three servants of Caunacre,
caused them to be hanged, after they had by his sollicitation betraide
their maister unto him  They hang them up with the purse of their
reward about their neckes Having satisfied their second and speciall
faith, they also satisfie the generall and first. Mahomet the second,
destrous to rnd himselfe of his brother (through jealousie of 1ule, and
according to the stile of that race) employed one of his officers in
it; who stifled him, by much water powred downe his throate all at
once: which done, 1n expiation of the fact, he delivered the murtherer
into the hands of his brothers mother (for they were brethren but
by the fathers side) shee, in huis presence, opened his bosome, and with
hir owne revenging handes searching for his heart pluckt it out, and
cast 1t unto dogges to eate Even unto vile dispositions (having made
use of a filthy action) it 1s so sweete and pleasing, 1f they may with
security, as 1t were, 1n way of recompence and holy correction, sowe
one sure stitch of goodnesse, and justice unto 1t. Besides, they respect
the ministers of such horrible crimes, as people, that still upbraide
them with them, and covet by their deaths to smother the knowledge,
and cancell the testimony of their practices. Now 1f perhaps, not
to frustrate the publike neede of that last and desperate remedy, one
rewarde you for it: yet, hee who doth it (i1f hee bee not as bad him-
selfe) will hould you a most accursed and execrable creature. And
deemeth you a greater traytor, then he whom you hLave betrayed: for
with your owne handes, hee touched the lewdnesse of your disposition,
without disavowing, without object But employeth you, as we do out-
cast persons 1n the executions of justice an office as profitable as little
honest Besides the basenesse of such commissions, there 1s in them a
prostitution of conscience. The daughter of Sejanus, could not 1n Rome,
by any true formall course of lawe, bee put to death, because shee was a
virgine. that lawes nught have their due course, shee was first de-
flowred by the common hangman, and then strangled. Not his hand
onely, but his soule 1s a slave unto publike commodity When Amu-
rath the first, to agravate the pumishment of his subjects, who had
given support unto his sons unnaturall rebellion; appointed their neer-
est kinsmen to lend their hands unto this execution. I finde 1t verie hon-
est in some of them, who rather chose unjustly to bee held gultte of
another’s parricide, then to serve justice with their owne. And where-
as in some paltrie townes forced in my time, I have seene base varlets
for savegarde of their owne lives, yeild to hang their friends and com-
panions, I ever thought them of worse condition, then such as were
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hanged. It 1s reported, that I#1toldus Prince of Lituanta, introduced an
order with that nation, which was that the party condemned to die,
should with his owne handes make himselfe away, finding 1t strange,
that a third man being gultlesse of the fact, shoulde bee employed and
charged to commit a muither When an urgent circumstance, or any
violent and unexpected accident, induceth a Prince for the necessitie of
his estate, or as they say for state matters, to breake his worde and
faith, or otherwise forceth him out of his ordinary duty, he 1s to as-
cribe that necessity unto a lash of Gods rod It 1s no wvice, for hee
hath quit his reason, unto a reason more publike, and more powerfull,
but surely 'tis 1ll fortune So that to one, who asked mee what
remedy? I replyde, none, were hee truely rackt betweene these two
extreames (Scd wvideat ne quaratur latebra permurio (Cic Of ur).
But let him take heede he seehe not a starting hole for perjurie) hee
must have done 1t : but 1f hee did 1t sans regret, or scruple, 1f 1t greeved
him not to doe 1t, 'tis an argument his conscience 1s but 1n 1ll tearmes.
Now were there any one of so tender or cheverell a conscience, to
whome no cure might seeme worthy of so extreame a remedy: I should
prise or regard him no whit the lesse Hee cannot loose hunselfe
more handsomely nor more excusablie WWee cannot doe every thing,
nor bee in every place When all 1s done, thus and thus, must wee
often, as unto our last Anker and sole rcfuge, resigne the protection
of our vessell unto the onely conduct of heaven To what juster
necessity can hee reserve lumself > What 1s lesse possible for him to
do, then what he cannot effect, without charge unto his faith, and
mmputation to his honour ? things which peradventure should bee dearer
to him, then his owne salvation, and the safety of his people When
with enfoulded armes hee shall devoutly call on God for his ayde,
may he not hope, for his fatherlie mercie shall not refuse the extra-
ordinary favour, and sinne-forgiving grace of his all powerfull hand,
unto a pure and righteous hand? They are dangerous examples, rare
and crased exceptions to our naturall rules: wee must yeelde unto
them, but with great moderation, and heedie circumspection No
private commodity, may any way deserve wee should offer our con-
science this wrong : the common-wealth may, when 1t 1s most apparant
and important Twmnoleon did fitlie warrant and warde the strangenes
of his exploite by the teares hee shed, remembring 1t was with a
brotherlie hand hee slew the tyrant And 1t neerely pinched his selfe
gnawne conscience, that hee was compelled to purchase the common
good, at the rate of his honestie. The sacred Senate 1t selfe, by his
meanes delivered from thraldome, durst not defimtively decide of
so haughtie an action, and rend 1n two so urgent and different sem-
blances. But the Siracusans having opportunely and at that very
instant sent to the Corinthians, to require their protection, and a
governor able to re-establish their towne in former majestie, and de-
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liver Siucslie from a number of pettie tyrants, which grievously op-
pressed the same. they appointed Timoleon, with this new caveat and
declaration That according as hee should well or 11l demeane himselfe
i his charge, their sentence should incline, either to grace him as the
redeemer of his country, or disgrace him, as the murtherer of his
brother. This fantasticall conclusion, hath some excuse upon the
danger of the example, and importance of an act so different, and
they did well, to discharge their judgement of it, or to embarke him
some where else, and on their considerations. Now the proceedings
of Tumoleon 1n his renowned journie did soone yeelde his cause the
cleerer, so worthily and vertuously did hee every way beare himselfe
theremn. And the good hap, which ever accompanied him m the en-
combrances and difficulties hee was to subdue 1n the atchievement of
his noble enterprise, seemed to bee sent him by the Gods, conspiring to
second, and consenting to favour his justification: This mans end 1s
excusable, 1f ever any could bee But the encrease and profit of the
publike revenues, which served the Roman Senate for a pretext of
the ensuing-foule conclusion I purpose to relate, 1s not of sufficient
force to warrant such injustice  Certaine cities had by the order and
permission of the Senate, with mony purchased their libertie, at the
hands of L. Sylla. The matter comming in question againe, the Sen-
ate condemned them, to be fineable and taxed as before. and the
mony they had employed for their ransome, should bee deemed as
lost and forfeited Civill warres do often produce such enormous ex-
amples: That we punish private men, forsomuch as they have beleeved
us, when wee were other then now wee are. And one same magistrate
doth lay the penalty of his change on such as cannot do withal The
Schoolemaster whippeth his scholler for his docility, and the gude
striketh the blinde man he leadeth A horrible image of justice Some
rules in Philosophy are both false and faint The example proposed
unto us of respecting private utility before faith given, hath not sulffi-
cient power by the circumstance they adde unto 1t. Theeves have
taken you, and on your oath to pay them a certaine sum of money,
nave set you at liberty agamne: They erre, that say, an honest man
is quit of his worde and faith without paying, beeing out of therr
hands, There 1s no such matter What feare and danger hath once
forced mee to will and consent unto, I am bound to will and per-
forme being out of danger and feare. And although it have but
forced my tongue, and not my will, yet am I bound to make my worde
good, and keepe my promuse For my part, when 1t hath sometimes
unadvisedly over-runne my thought, yet have I made a conscience
to disavowe the same. Otherwise wee should by degrees come to abol-
1ish all the right a third man taketh and may challenge of our promuses.
Quasi vero forts viro vis possit adinbers (Cic. OF. ui). As though
any force could be used upon a valiant man. ’Tis onely lawfull for
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our private interest to excuse the breache of promise, 1f wee have
rashlie promised things in themselves wicked and unjust Tor, the
right of virtue ought to over-rule the right of our bond I have here-
tofore placed Epaminondas in the first ranke of excellent men, and
now recant it not Unto what high pitch raised hee the consideration
of his particular duty? who never slew man hee had vanquished, who
for that unvaluable good of restoring his country hir liberty, made
it a matter of conscience, to murther a Tryant or his complices, with-
out a due and formall course of lawe* and who judged him a bad
man, how good a citizen soever, that amongest his enemies and 1n the
fury of a battle, spared not his friend, or his hoste Loe here a minde
of a rich composition Hee matched unto the most violent and rude
actions of men, goodnesse and courteste, yea and the most choise and
dehcate, that may be found in the schoole of Philosophie This so
high-raised courage, so swelling and so obstinate against sorow, death
and povertie, was 1t nature or arte, made 1t relent, even to the utmost
straine of exceeding tendernesse and debonarety of complexion? Being
cloathed in the dreadfull livery of steele and blood, hee goeth on crush-
g an brusing a nation, mvincible to all others, but to lumselfe- yet
mildely relenteth in the midst of a cambat or confusion, when he meet~
with his host or with his friend  Verily, this man was deservedly fit to
command 1n warre, which in the extremest furie of his mnated rage,
made him to feele the sting of courteste, and remorse of gentlenesse
then when all inflamed, 1t foamed with furie, and burned with murder
"T1s a muracle, to be able to joyne any shew of justice with such
actions But 1t only belongeth to the unmatched courage of FEpamin-
ondas, 1 that confused phght, to joyne mildness and facility of the
most gentle behaviour that ever was, unto them, vea and pure inno-
cency 1t selfe And whereas one told the Mamcertins, that statutes
were of no force against armed men- another to the Tribune of the
people, that the time of justice and warre, were two- a third, that
the confused noise of warre and clangor of armes, hindred him from
understanding the sober voice of the lawes This man was not so much
as empeached from concetving the milde sound of civilitie and kind-
nesse Borrowed hee of his enemies the custome of sacrificing to
the muses (when he went to the warres) to qualifie by their sweet-
nesse and mildnesse, that martiall furie, and hostile surlinesse? Let
us not feare, after so great a master, to hold that some things are
unlawfull, even against our fellest enemies’ that publike interest,
ought not to challenge all of all, against private interest: Manente
memoria etiam w dissidio publicorum faederum privaty juris, Some
memorie of private right continuing even in disagreement of publike
contracts.
No power hath so great might,
To make friends still goe right.
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And that all things be not lawfull to an honest man, for the ser-
vice of his King, the generall cause and defence of the lawes Non
enum patria pracstat ommibus officus, et 1psi conductt pros habere cives
tn parcntes (Cic. Off 1)  For our countrey 1s not above all other
duties 1t 1s good for the country to have her inhabitants use pietie
toward theirr parents ’'Tis an instruction befitting the times wee
need not harden our courages with these plates of iron and stecle, it
sufficeth our shoulders be armed with them* 1t 1s enough to dippe our
pens 1 1nke, too much, to die them 1 blood If it be greatnesse of
courage, and th’ effect of a rare and singular vertue, to neglect
friendship, despise private respects and bonds, ones word and kindred,
for the comon good and obedience of the Magistrate* it 1s verily able
to excuse us from 1t, 1f we but allege, that 1t 1s a greatnesse unable
to lodge 1 the greatnesse of Epanunondas hus courage. I abhorre the
enraged admonitions of this other unruly spirt.

—duwm tcla nucant, non vos pretatis 1mago
Ulla, nec adversa conspects fronte parcntes
Conunoveant, vultus gladio turbante verendos.

Lucan. vii 320 Cas.

While swords are brandisht, let no shew of grace
Once moove you, nor your parents face to face,
But with your swords disturbe their reverend grace.

Let us bereave wicked, bloodie and traiterous dispositions, of this
pretext of rcason lcave we that mmpious and exorbitant justice, and
adhere unto more humane imitations, Oh what may time and example
bring to passe! In an encounter of the civil warres against Cinna,
one of Pompeyes souldiers, having unwittingly slaine hus brother, who
was on the other side, through shame and sorrow presently killed
himselfe; And some yeeres after, in another civill warre of the said
people, a souldier boldly demanded a reward of his Captaines for kill-
ing his owne brother Falsely doe wee argue honour, and the beautie
of an action, by 1t’s profit and conclude as 1ll, to thinke every one is
bound unto 1t, and that 1t is honest, 1f 1t be commodious.

All things alike to all
Do not well-fitting fall,

Choose we out the most necessary and most beneficiall matter of
humane society, 1t will be a marriage: yet 1s 1t, that the Sants counsell
findeth and deemeth the contrary side more honest, excluding from
it the most reverend vocation of men. as wee to our races assigne
such beasts as are of least esteeme,



CHAPTER 11
OF THE INCOMMODITIE OF GREATNESSE

SINCE we cannot attaine unto 1t, let us revenge ourselves with rail-
ing against 1t yet 1s 1t not absolute railing, to finde fault with any
thing  There are defects found in all things, how faire soever in
show, and desirable they be. It hath generally this evident advantage,
that when ever it pleascth 1t will decline, and hath well-mgh the choise
of one and other condition  For a man doth fall from all heights;
divers there are, whence a man may descend without falling  Venly,
me seemeth, that we value 1t at too ligh a rate* and prize over-deare
the resolution of those, whom we have either seen or heard, to have
contemned, or of their owne motion rejected the same. Her essence is
not so evidently commodious, but a man may refuse i1t without wonder.
Indeed I finde the labour very hard in suffering of evils, but 1n the
contentment of a meane measure of fortune, and shunning of great-
nesse, therein I see no great difficulty In my conceit, it 1s a vertue,
whereunto my selfe, who am but a simple ninny, nught easily attaine,
and without great contention, What shall they doe, who would also
bring 1nto consideration, the glory, which accompanseth this refusall,
wherein may fall more ambition, then even in the desire and abso-
lute enjoying of greatnesse? For somuch as ambition 1s never better
directed according to 1t selfe, then by a straying and unfrequented
path. I sharpen my courage toward patience, and weaken the same
against desire. I have as much to wish for as another, and leave
my wishes as much liberty and indiscretion: but yet, 1t never came
into my minde, to wish for Empire, for Royalty or emiency of high
and commanding fortunes 1 aime not that way: I love my selfe too
well When I thinke to grow, It 1s but meanly; with a forced and
coward advancement, fit for me: yea mn resolutton, in wisedome, 1n
health, in beauty, and also in riches But this credite, this aspiring
reputation, this overswaymng authority, suppresseth my imagmation.
And cleane opposite to some other, I should peradventure love my
selfe better, to be the second or third man in Perigot, then the first
in Paris+ At least, without famnting, I had rather be the third man
in Parts, then the first in charge 1 will neither contend with an
Usher of a doore, as a silly unknowen man; nor with gaping and
adoration make a Lane through the throng as I passe. I am enured

79
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to a meane calling ; mediocrity best fitteth me, as well by my fortune,
as by mine own humor. And have shewed by the conduct of my life
and course of my enterprises, that I have rather sought to avoid, then
otherwise to embrace beyond the degree of fortune that at my birth
1t pleased God to call me unto. Each naturall constitution, 1s equally
just and easte My nunde 1s so dull and slowe, that I mecasure not
good fortune accordimng to her height, but rather according to her
facihity  And 1f my hart be not great enough, 1t 1s ratably free and
open, and who biddeth me, bouldly to publish my weaknesse  Should
any will me, on the one part, to conferre and consider the life of
L Thurius Balbus, a worthy gallant man, wise, faire, goodly, healthy,
of good understanding, richly-plentious 1 all maner of commodities
and pleasures, leading a quiet easefull life, altogether his owne, with
a minde armed, and well prepared agamst death, superstition, griefes,
cares and other encombrances of humane necessity, dymng m his old
age, 1 an honourable battell, with his weapons in his hand, for the
defence of his countrie, and on the other side the life of M Regulus,
so lugh and great, as all men know, together with his admirable and
glorious end the one unmentioned and without digmity, the other
exemplare and wonderfully renouned: truly I would say what Cicero
saith of 1t, had I the gift of well-speaking as hee had But 1f T were
to sute them unto mme, I would also say, that the former 1s as much
agreemng to my quality, and to the desire I endevour to conforme my
quality unto, as the second 1s farre beyond 1t That to this I canno*
attaine but by veneration, and to the other I would willingly attaine
by custome But returne we to our temporall greatnesse, whence we
have digressed I am distasted of all mastry, both active and pas-
stve  Otanes one of the seaven that by right mmght chalenge the
Crowse, or pretend the Kingdome of Persia, resolved upon such a
resolution as I should easily have done the like which was, that he
utterly renounced all maner of claime he might in any sort pretend
unto that crowne, to lus fellow competitores, were 1t either by election
or chance: alwayes provided that both himselfe and all his, mght live
in that Empire, free from all subjections, and exempted from all
maner of commandement, except that of the ancient lawes* and might
both challenge all Iiberty, and enjoy all immunities, that should not
prejudice them: being as impactent to command, as to be commanded.
The sharpest and most dificile profession of the world, 1s (in mine
opimon) worthily to act and play the King I excuse more of their
faults, then commonly other men doe: and that in consideration of
the downe-bearing waight of therr immense charge, which much as-
tonisheth me* Tt 1s a very hard task to keep a due measure, in so un-
measurable a power Yet is it, that even with those, that are of a
lesse excellent nature, 1t 1s a singular incitation to vertue, to be seated
in such a place, where you shall doe no maner of good, that 1s not
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registred and recorded: And where the least wel-dooing extendeth
to so many persons And where your sufficiency (as that of Preach-
ers) 1s principally directed to the people, a weake and partiall judge,
eastly to be beguiled, and easie to be pleased There are but few
things, of which we may give a sincere judgement: for there be very
few, wherein 1n some sort or other, we are not particularly interessed
Superiority and inferiority, maistry and subjection, are joyntly tied
unto a naturall kinde of envy and contestation, they must perpetually
enter-spoile one another. I believe neither the one nor the other, con-
cerming hir companions rights- let us suffer reason to speake of 1t,
which 1s inflexible and impassihle, when or how we shall make an
end 1 was not long since reading of two Scottish bookes striving
upon this subject The popular makes the King to be of worse con-
dition then a Carter: and he that extolleth Monarchy, placeth him both
in power and soveraignty, many steps above the Gods Now the n-
commodity of greatnesse, which here 1 have undertaken to note and
speake of, (upon some occasion lately befalne mee) 1s this, There 15
peradventure nothing more pleasing to the commerce of men, then the
Essayes, which we through jealousie of honour or valour, make one
agawnst another, be 1t in the exercise of the body or mind wheremn
soveraigne greatnesse, hath no true or essential part. Verily, 1t hath
often seemed unto me, that through over much respect, Princes are
therein used disdainefully and treated injuriously  For, the thug
whereat (1n my youth) I was infinitely offended, was, that those which
were traimned and schooled with mee, should forbeare to doe 1t 1n good
earnest, because they found me unworthy to bee withstood or to re-
sist their endevours It 1s that we dayly see to happen unto them,
every man finding himselfe unworthy to force himselfe against them
If one perceive them never so Ittle affected to have the wictory,
there is none but will strive to yeeld 1t them, and that will not rather
wrong his glory, then offend theirs: No man mmploycth more dili-
gence then nceds he must to serve their honour. What share have
Princes 1n the throng, where all are for them? Mee thinks I see
those Paladines of former ages, presenting themselves in joustes,
tiltings and combats, with bodies and armes enhanced Brisson run-
ning agamnst Alexander, counterfeited his course: Alexander chid
him for it: but he would have caused him to be whipt For this con-
sideration, was Carneades wont to say, that Princes children learn't
nothing aright but to manage and ride horses; forsomuch as in all
other exercises, every man yeeldeth, and givveth them the wvictory.
but a horse who 1s neyther a flatterer nor a Courtier, will as soone
throw the child of a King as the son of a base porter Homer hath
beene forced to consent that Venus (so sweet a saint and delicate
« Goddesse) should be hurt at the siege of Troy, thereby to ascribe
«ourage and hardinesse unto her qualities never seen i those that
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are exempted from danger. The Gods themselves are fained to be
angry, to feare, to be jealous, to grieve, to shew passion, and be sub-
ject to mortall sense, thereby to honour them with the vertues which
the Poets and Philosophers mvent amongst us: Nay, they are sup-
posed to runne away, and to have a feeling of all our imperfections.
Who doth not participate both hazard and difficulties, cannot justly
pretend 1interest in the honor, or challenge share in the pleasure,
that followeth dangerous actions or hazardous attempts. It is pitty
a man should be so powerfull, that all things must yeeld and give
place unto him  Such as are in so high eminency of greatnesse, thetr
fortune rejects society and conversation too farre from them; she
placeth them in over remote and uncouth places This easefull life
and plausible facihity to bring all under, and subject mens mindes,
is an enemy to all manner of pleasure. It 1s a kinde of shding, and
not a going* It 1s to sleepe, and not to live Concerve man accom-
panted with omnipotency, you overwhelme him he must in begging
manner crave some empeachment and resistance of you His be-
ing and his good, 1s in want and indigence. Their good qualities are
dead and lost: for, they are not heard but by comparison, and they
are excluded they have little knowledge of true praise, being beaten
with so continuall and uniforme an approbation. Have they to doe
with the simplest of their subjects? they have no meane to take ad-
vantage of him, 1f he but say; It is because he is my King, he sup-
poseth to have sufficiently expressed, and you must understand, that
mn so saying, he hath lent a helping hand to overthrowe himselfe.
This quality suppresseth and consumeth all other true and essential
qualities: they are even drowned in the Royalty; which gives them
no leave, to make the offices of their charge to prevaile, except in
such actions as directly concerne and stead the same. To be a
King, is a matter of that consequence, that onely by it he 1s so.
That strange glimmernig and eye-dazeling light, which round about
environeth, overcasteth and hideth from us: our weake sight 1s
thereby bleared and dissipated, as beeing filled and obscured by that
greater and further-spredding brightnesse The Senate allotted the
honor and prise of eloquence unto Tiberius, he refused 1it, supposing
that 1f 1t hath beene true, he could not revenge himselfe of so limited
and partiall judgement. As we yeeld Princes all advantages of
honor, so we authorize their defects and sooth-up their vices: not
onely by approbation, but also by imitation  All Alexanders follow-
ers bare their heads sideling, as he did And such as flattered
Dionysius, in his owne presence did run and justle one another, and
either stumbled at, or over-threw what ever stood before their feete,
to inferre; that they were as short-sighted or spur-blinde, as he
was Naturall imperfections have sometimes served for commenda-
tions and favour. Nay I have seen deafnesse affected. And because
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the maister hated his wife, Plutarch hath seen courtiers to sue a
divorce of theirs, whom they loved very well - And which 15 more,
paillardise and all maner of dissolution hath thereby beene held m
credit; as also disloyalty, blasphemy, cruelty, hereste, superstitution,
irreligion, wantonnesse and worse, 1f worse may be  Yea by an
example more dangerous, then that of Mithridates hus flatterers, who
for somuch as their master pretended to have shill m phisick and
aspired to the honor of a good Physition, came to him to have
their members incized and cauterized  For these others suffer to
have their soules cauterized, a much more precious and nobler part
then the body. But to end where T began* Adnan the Emperor
debating with Favormus the Philosopher about the interpretation of
some word, Favormus did soone yeeld the victory unto him, hus
friends finding fault with hum for 1t you but jest, my masters (quoth
he) would not you have him to be much wiser then I, who hath the
absolute command over thirty legions?  Augustus wrif some verses
agamst Asimus Pollio, which Polho hearmg, he sud, T will hould
my peace, for, it 15 no wisedome to contend 1n writing with him,
who may proscribe  And they had reason  For Dionysius, because
he could not equall Philoxenus m Poesie, nor match Plato 1 dis-
course, condemned the one to the stone-quarries, and sent the other
to be sold as a slave i the le Zguna,



CHAPTER III
HOW ONE OUGHT TO GOVERNE HIS WILL

In regard of the common sort of men, few things touch me, or (to
speake properly) sway me For 1t 15 reason they touch, so they pos-
sesse-us not I have great necde, both by study and discourse, to en-
crease this privilege of insensthilitie, which 15 naturally crept farre
into me I am not wedded unto many things, and by consequence, not
passionate of them I have my sight cleare, but tied to few objects:
My senses delicate and gentle, but my apprehension and application
hard and dull T engage my selfe with difficulty As much as I
can, I employ my selfe wholly to my selfe And in this very sub-
ject, T would willingly bridle and uphold my affection, lest 1t be
too farre plunged therein; Seeing 1t 15 a Subject T possesse at the
mercy of others, and over which fortune hath more interest then my
selfe  So as even i my health, which T so much esteeme, 1t were
requisite not to desire, nor so carefully to seeke 1t, as thereby I
might light upon ntollerable diseases We must moderate our selves
betwixt the hate of pame, and the love of pleasure Plato sets downe
a means course of life betweene both. But to affections that dis-
tract me from my selfe, and divert me elsewhere, surely, to such I
oppose my selfe with all my force Mine opinion 1s, that one should
lend himselfe to others, and not give himselfe but to himselfe Were
my wil easie to engage or apply 1t selfe, I could not continue: I am
over tender both by nature and custome,

Fugax rerum, securaque wmotia natus
Ovip Trist . El u, 9.

Avoiding active businesse,
And borne to secure 1dlenesse

Contested and obstinate debates, which 1n the end would give mine
adversarie advantage, the 1ssue which would make my earnest pur-
sutt ashamed, would perchance torment mee cruelly. If I vexed as
other men, my soule should never have strength to beare th’ alaroms
and emotions, that follow such as embrace much  She would presently
be displaced by this intestine agitation. If at any time I have beene
urged to the managing of strange affaires, I have promised to under-
84
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take them with my hand, but not with my lungs and hver; to charge,
and not to mcorporate them into me, to have a carc, but nothing at
all to be over passionate of them: I looke to them, hut I hatch them
not I worke enough to dispose and direct the domesticall troubles
within mine owne entrailes and veines, without harbouring, or im-
portune my selfe with any forrame employments- And am sufficiently
mteressed with my proper, naturall and essentiall affaires, without
seeking other businesses  Such as know how much they owe to them-
selves, and how many offices of their owne they are bound to per-
forme, shall finde that nature hath given them this commission fully
ample and nothing 1dle  Thou hast business enough within thy selfe,
therefore stray not abroad: Men give themselves to hire  Therr
{faculties are not their own, but theirs to whom they subject them-
selves, their inmates, and not themselves, are witlun them  This
common humor doth not please me We should thriftily husband our
mindes liberty, and never engage 1t but upon just occasions, which 1f
we judge impartially, are very few in number Looke on such as
suffer themselves to be transported and swayed, they doe 1t every
where In little as well as 1n great matters, to that which concerneth,
as easte as to that which toucheth them not They thrust themselves
indifferently nto all actions, and are without life, 1f without tumultuary
agitation In negotus sunt, ncgotnn causa  They are busie that they
may not be idle, or else 1 action for actions sake They secke worke
but to be working. It 1s not so much because they will goe, as for
that they cannot stand stil Much like to a rowling-stone, which
never stayes untill it come to a lymng place To some men, employ-
ment 1s a marke of sufficiencie and a badge of dignity Their spirits
secke rest in action, as infants repose in the cradle They may be
said, to be as serviceable to their friends, as importunate to them-
selves No man distributes his mony to others but every one his life
and time  We are not so prodigall of any thing, as of those whereof
to be covetous would be both commendable and profitable for us 1T
follow a cleane contrary course, I am of another complexion: T «<tay
at home and looke to my selfe What T wish-for, T commonly desire
the same but mildely, and desire but little* so likewise I seldome em-
ploy and quietly embusie my selfe What ever they intend and act,
they do 1t with all therr will and vehemency There are so many
dangerous steps, that for the more security, wee must somewhat shight-
ly and superficially slide through the world, and not force it Pleasure
it selfe 1s painefull 1n 1t's height

—tncedis per ignes,
Subpositos cineri doloso
Hor Car. 1. Od. 1. 7.
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You passe through fire (though unafraid)
Under deceitful ashes laid.

The towne counsell of Bourdcaux chose me Maior of their City,
being farre from France, but further from any such thought T ex-
cused my selfe and would have avoided 1t But they told mee I was to
blame, the more, because the Kings commandement was also em-
ployed therein It 1s a charge, should seeme so much the more goodly,
because 1t hath neither fee nor reward, other then the honour in the
execution It lastcth two yeares, but may continue longer by a second
election, which seldome hapneth To me 1t was, and never had been
but twice before Some yeares past the Lord of Lansac, and lately
to the Lord of Biron, Marshall of France In whose place I suc-
ceeded; and left mine to the Lord of Matigon, likewise Marshall of
France. Glorious by so noble an assistance.

Uterque bonus pacis bellique minister.,
Both, both 1n peace and warre,
Right serviceable are.

Fortune would have a share 1n my promotion by this particular cir-
cumstance, which shee of her owne added thereunto, not altogether
vame For Alexander disdained the Corinthian Ambassadors, who
offered him the freedom and Burgeoise of their Citie, but when they
told him that Bacchus and Hercules were likewise 1n their registers,
hee kindly thanked them and accepted their offer At my first ar-
rivall, T faithfully disciphered and conscientiously displaied my selfe,
such as I am indeede : without memorie, without diligence, without ex-
perience and without suffictencie, so likewies without hatred, without
ambition, covetousnesse and without violence that so they might
be duly instructed what service they might, or hope, or except at my
hands And forsomuch as the knowledge they had of my deceased
father, and the honour they bare unto his memory, had mooved them
to chuse me to that dignitie, I told them plainly, I should be verie
sorie, that any (thing) should worke such an opimon in my will,
as their affaires and Citie had done in my fathers, while he held the
said government, whereunto they had called me. I remembred to
have seene him, being an infant, and he an old man, his minde cruelly
turmoiled with the publike toile, forgetting the sweet aire of his owne
house, whereunto the weakenes of his age had long before tied him,
neglecting the care of his health and family, 1n a maner despising his
life, which as one engaged for them, he much endangered, riding long
and painefull journies for them Such a one was he: which humor
proceeded from the bountie and goodnesse of his nature Never was
minde more charitable or more popular This course, which I com-
mend 1n others, I love not to follow: Neither am I without excuse,
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He heard, that a man must forget himselfe for his neighbour- that
in respect of the generall, the particular was not to be regarded Most
of the worlds-rules and precepts hold this traine, to drive us out of
our selves mto the wide world, to the use of publike society They
presumed to worke a goodly effect in distracting and withdrawing
up from our selves: supposing wee were by a naturall instinct, too-
too much tied unto 1t: and to this end have not spared to say any
thing Tor to the wise 1t 1s no novelty, to preach things as they
serve, and not as they are Truth hath her lets, discommodities and
(incompatibilities) with us  Wee (must) often deccive others, lest
we beguile oursleves. And seele our eyes, and dull our understanding,
thereby to repiare and amend them Imperitr envm judicant, et qui
trequenter in hoc 1ipsum fallendi sunt, ne errent For unskilfull men
judge, who must often even therefore be deceived, lest they err and
be decertved When they prescribe us, to love three, foure yea fifty
degrees of things before our selves, they present us with the Arte of
shooters, who to come neere the marke take their aime far above the
same To make a crooked sticke straight, we bend 1t the contrary
way I suppose that in the (Temple) of Pallas, as we see 1n all
other religions, they had some apparant mysteries, of which they made
shew to all the people, and others more high and secret, to be imparted
onely to such as were professed It 1s likely, that the true pownt of
friendship, which every man oweth to himselfe, 1s to be found 1n
these Not a false amitie, which makes us embrace glory, knowledge,
riches, and such like, with a principall and immoderate affection, as
members of our being, nor an effeminate and indiscreet friendship,
Wheremn hapneth as to the Ivie, which corrupts and rumes the wals
it claspeth: But a sound and regular amity, equally profitable and
pleasant. Who so understandeth all her duties and exerciseth them,
hee 1s rightly endenized 1n the Muses cabinet: Hee hath attained the
type of humane Wisedome and the perfection of our happinesse
This man knowing exactly what hee oweth to himselfe, findeth, that
he ought to employ the use of other men and of the world unto him-
selfe, which to performe, he must contribute the duties and offices
that concerne him unto publike societie He that lives not somewhat
to others, hiveth httle to himselfe  Qus s1br amicus est, scito hunc
amicum ommbus esse (SEN Epist vi ), He that is friend to him-
selfe, know, he 1s friend to all The principal charge we have, 1s
every man his particular conduct And for this onely wee live here.
As he should forget to live well and religiously, and by instructing
and directing others should thinks himselfe acquitted of his duty,
would be deemed a foole* Even so, who forsaketh to live healthy and
merrily himself, therewith to serve another, in mine opinion taketh a
bad and unnaturall course. I will not, that in any charge one shall



88 ESSAYS

take in hand, he refuse or thinke much of his attention, of his labour,
of his steps, of his speech, of his sweat, and 1f need be of his
blood.

—MHon 1pse pro caris amicis,
Aut patria timdus persre
Hor Car 1v. Od. 1x. 51.

Not {fearing life to end
For Country or deare friend.

But 1t is onely borowed and accidentally, The minde remaining
ever quiet and m health, not without action, but without vexation or
passion  Sumply to moove or be dooing, costs 1t so httle, that even
sleeping 1t 1s mooving and doomng  But it must have 1t's motion with
discretion  For the body receiveth the charges mmposed him, justly
as they are But the spirit extendeth them, and often to his hinderance
makes them heavy, giving them what measure 1t pleaseth Like things
are effected by divers efforts and different contentions of will The one
may goe without the other. For, how many men doe dayly hazard
themselves 1n warre which they regard not, and presse into the
danger of the battels, the losse whereof shall no whit breake their
next sleep? Whereas some man 1n his own house, free from this
danger, which he durst not so much as have look’t towards 1t, 1s for
the wars 1scue more apassionate, and therewith hath his nund more
perplexed, than the souldier, that theremn employeth both his blood
and life T know how to deale in publike charges, without departing
from my selfe (sce Notes). This sharpnesse and violence of desires
hindreth more, then steade the conduct of what we undertake, filling
us with_impatience to the events, either contrary or slow: and with
bitternesse and jealousie toward those with whom we negotiate Wee
never governe that thing well, wherewith we are possessed and
directed.

—Male cuncta mimstrat
Impetus.

Fury and haste doe lay all waste,
Misplacing all, disgracing all,

He who theremn employeth but his judgment and direction, proceeds
more cheerfully, he fames, he yeelds, he deferres at his pleasure ac-
cording to the occasions of necessity, hee failes of his attempt, with-
out torment or affliction: ready and prepared for a new enterprise He
marcheth alwales with the reines 1n his hand He that 1s besotted
with this violent and tyranmcall intention, doth necessarily declare
much ndiscretion and injustice. The violence of his desire trans-
ports him They are rash motions, and 1f fortune helpe not much,
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of little frmmit  Philosophie wills us to banish choller in the punishment
of offences, not to the end revenge should be more moderate, but con-
trary moie weighty and surely set on. whercunto this violence seemeth
to bee a let  Choller doth not onely trouble, but wearieth the execu-
tioners armes  This passionate heat dulleth and consumes their force
As 1 too much speede, festimatio tarda est, Hastineese 1s slow
Haste makes waste, and hinders and stayes 1t selfe: Ipsa se velocitas
umplicat, Swiftnesse entangles it sclfe  As for example, according
as by ordinary custome I perceive, covetousnesse hath no greater let,
then 1t selfe The more violent and extended 1t 15, the lesse effectual
and fruitfull.  Commonly 1t gathers wealth more speedily being
masked with a shew of hiberality A very honest Gentleman and my
good friend, was likely to have cndangered the health of his body, by
an over passionate attention and carncst affection to the affaires of a
Prince, who was his Maister. Which Master hath thus deseribed
himsel{e unto me: That as another, he discerneth and hath a feeling
of the burthen of accidents - but such as have no remedie, he presently
resolveth to sulfer with patience: For the rest, after he hath appointed
necessary provisions, which by the vivacite and nmmblenesse of lus
wit hee speedily effects, hee then attends the event with quictnesse
Verily, T have seene in him at one mstant a great carelesnesse and
Iibertie, both 1n his actions and countenance. Even n important and
difficult affaires I finde him more magnanmmous and capable, in bad
then m good fortune His losses are to him more glorious, than his
victories, and lus mourning than his triumphs  Consider how 1n
meere vamne and frivolous actions, as at chesse, tenms and such like
sports, this earnest and violent engaging with an ambicious desire
to winne, doth presently cast both minde and limmes into isorder and
indiscretion. Wherein a man doth both dazle his sight and distemper his
whole hody Hee who demcaneth himselfe with most moderation both
i winning and loosing, 15 ever necrest unto himselfe, and hath his
wits best about him  The les<e hee is mooved or passionate m play,
the more safely doth he governc the same, and to his greater ad-
vantage We hinder the mindes seazure and holdfast, by giving her
so many things to seize upon Some wee should onely present unto
her, others fasten upon her, and others incorporate into her  Shee
may see and feele all things, but must onely feede on hir selfe- And
bee mnstructed in that which properly concerneth her, and which
meerely belongeth to her essence and substance  The lawes of nature
teach us what 1s just and fit for us  After the wisc-men have told us,
that according to nature no man 15 indigent or wanteth, and that each-
one 1s poore but in his owne opinion, they also distinguish subtilly,
the desires proceeding from nature, from such as grow from the dis-
orders of our fantasie Those whose end may be discerned are
meerely hirs; and such as flie before us and whose end we cannot
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attaine, are properly ours Want of goods may easily be cured, but
the poverty of the minde, 1s 1ncurable

Nawm s1, quod satis est howmns, 1d satis esse potesset,
Hoc sat erat, nunc, quum hoc non est, qur credumus porro
Diwtias wllas anvmum mi cxplere potesse?

If it might be enough, that 1s enough for man,

This werc enough, since 1t 1s not, how thinks we can
Now any riches fill

My minde and greedy will?

Socrates seeing great store of riches, jewells and pretious stuffe
carried 1mn pompe through the City Oh how many things (quoth he)
doe not I desire! Metrodorus lived daily with the weight of twelve
ounces of food Epicurus with lesse* Metrocles in winter lay with
sheepe, and n summer in the Cloisters of Churches  Sufficit ad d
natura, quod poscit (SEN Epist. xc)  Nature 1s sufficient for that
which 1t requires  Cleanthes hved by his hands, and boasted, that
1f Cleanthes would, he could nourish another Cleanthes 1f that which
nature doth exactly and originally require at our handes, for the
preservation of our bemng, 15 over little (as mn truth what 1t 15, and
how good cheape our life may be maintamed, cannot better be known
or expressed than by consideraton. That 1t 1s to httle, and for the
smalnesse thereof, 1t 1s out of Fortunes reach, and she can take no
hold of 1t) let us dispense something els unto our selves, and call the
custome and condition of every-one of us by the name of Nature
Let us taxe and stint and feede our selves according to that mea-
sure, let us extend both our appurtenances and reckonings thereunto.
For so farre, mee seemes, we have some excuse Costomes 15 a second
Nature, and no lesse powerfull. What 1s wanting to (my) custome,
I hold 1t a defect. And I had well nigh as leefe one should deprive
mee of my life, as refraine or much abridge me of my state wherein
I have lived so long I am no more upon termes of any great altera-
tion nor to thruste my selfe into a new and un-usuall course, no not
toward augmentation: 1t 1s no longer time to become other or be
transformed. And as I should complamne 1f any great adventure
should now befall me, and grieve 1t came not 1n time that I might
have enjoyed the same.

Quo mahi fortuna, st non conceditur uti?

Hor. 1. Epist. v. 12,
Whereto should T have much,
If I to use 1t grutch?

I should likewise bee grieved at any inward purchase: I were better in
a manner, never, than so late, to become an honest man: and well
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practised to live, when one hath no longer life I who am ready to
depart this World, could easily be induced, to resigne the share of
wisedome I have learn’t, concerning the Worlds commerce, to any
other man new-come into the world It 15 even as good as Mustard
after dinner What neede have 1 of that good, which I cannot enjoy?
Whereto serveth knowledge, 1f one have no head® It 1s an mnjury
and disgrace of Fortune to offer us those presents, which forsomuch
as they faile us when we should most neede them, fill us with a just
sptte  Guide me no more. I can go no longer Of so many dis-
membrings that Sufficiently hath, patience sufficeth us  Give the
capacity of an excellent treble to a Singer, that hath his lungs rotten,
and of eloguence to a hermit confined mto the Dcserts of Arabia
There needs no Arte to further a fall The end findes 1t selfe 1 the
finmishing of every worhe My world 1s at an end, my forme 1s ex-
pired, I am wholly of the time past And am bound to authorize
the same, and thereto conforme my 1ssue I will say this by way of
example, that the eclipsing or abridging of tenne dayes, which the
Pope hath lately caused, hath taken me so low, that I can hardly re-
cover my selfe 1 follow the yeares, wherein we were to compt
otherwise So long and antient a custome doth challenge and recall
me to 1t agame. 1 am thereby enforced to be somewhat an herecticke:
Incapable of innovation, though corrective My imagination mauger
my teeth runnes still tenne dayes before, or tenne behind, and whispers
i mne eares This rule toucheth those, which are to come If
health 1t selie so sweetly-plcasing, comes to me but by fittes, it 1s
rather to give me cause of griefe then possession of 1t selfe I have
no where leit mee to retire it Time forsakes me, without which
nothing 1s enjoyed. How small accompt should 1 make of these
great elective dignities T see 1n the world, and which are onely given
to men, ready to leave the world, wherein they regard not so much
how duely they shall discharge them, as how little they shall exercise
them: from the beginning they looke to the end. To conclude, I am
ready to fimish this man, not to make another. By long custome, this
forme 1s changed into substance, and Fortune into Nature 1 say
therefore, that amongst us feeble creatures, each one is excusable to
compt that his owne, which 1s comprehended under measure. And
yet all beyond these limits, 1s nothing but confusion

It 1s the largest extension we can grant our rights. The more
we amplifie our neede and possession, the more we engage our selves
to the crosses of fortune and adversities The cariere of our desires
must be circumscribed, and tied to strict bounds of neerest and con-
tiguous commodtites. Moreover, their course should be managed, not
in a straight line, having another end, but round, whose two points
hold together, and end 1n our selves with a short compasse. The actions
governed without this reflection, I meane a neere and essentiall re-
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flection, as those of the covetous, of the ambitious and so many others,
that runne directly pomt-blancke, the course of which carrieth them
away before them, are erroneous and crazed actions Most of our
vacations are like playes Mundus uwmwversus cvercet Iistriomant
All the world doth practise stage-playing  Wee must play our parts
duly, but as the part of a borrowed personage Of a visard and ap-
parance, wee should not make a real essence, nor proper of that
which is another Wee cannot distinguish the skinne from the shirt
It 15 sufficient to disguise the face, without deforming the breast 1
sce some transforme and transubstantiate themselves, mto as many
new formes and strange beings, as they undertake charges and who
emprelate themselves even to the heart and entrailes, and entraine
their offices even sitting on thewr close stoole 1 cannot teach them
to distinguish the salutations and cappings of such as regard them,
from those that respect either their office, their trane or their mule
Tantum se fortuna permuttunt, ctiam ut naturam dediscant They
give themselves so much over to IFortune, as they forget Nature
They swell 1in minde and puffe up their naturall discourse, according
to the dignity of their office  The Maor of Bourdeaux, and Michacl
Lord of Montaigne, have ever beene two, by an evident separation
To bewan advocate or a Treasurer, one should not be 1gnorant of the
craft incident to such callings  An honest man 1s not comptable for
the vice and folly of his trade, and therefore ought not to refuse
the exercise of 1t It 1s the custome of his country, and there 1s
profit in it We must live by the World, and such as we finde 1t, so
make use of 1t But the judgement of an Emperour should be above
his Empire, and to sce and consider the same as a strange accident
He should know how to enjoy himselfe apart; and communicate him/
selfe as Lames and Peter, at least to himselfe I cannot so absolutel
or so deeply engage my selfe. When my wil gives me to any parti,
it 15 not with so violent a bond, that my understanding 1s thereby
mfected In the present intestine trouble of our State, my interest
hath not made me forget neither the commendable qualities of our
adversaries, nor the reproachful of those I have followed They
partially extoll what ever 1s on their side: I doe not so much as
excuse the greater number of my friends actions. A good Oratour
loseth not his grace by pleading against me The intricatenesse of
our debate remooved, 1 have maintained my selfe in equanimity and
pure mdifferency Ncque cxtra necessitates bells, precipuum odium
gero, Nor beare I capitall hatred, when I am out of the necessitie of
warre  Wheremn I glory, for that commonly I see men errc in the
contrary  Such as extend their choller and hatred, beyond therr
affaires (as most men doe) shew that it proceedes elsewhence, and
from some private cause: Even as one being cured of an ulcer, and
hus fever remaineth still, declareth it had another more hidden be-
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gimning It 1s the reason they beare none unto the cause, in generall:
and forsomuch as 1t concerneth the interest of all, and of the state-
But they are vexed at 1t, onely for this, that 1t touchcth them m pri-
vate And therefore are they distempered with a particular passion,
both beyond justice and publike reason Non tam omma wmverse,
quam ea, que ad quemquc pertinent, singuly carpebant  All did not
so much finde fault with all, as every one with those that appertained
to every one I will have the advantage to be for us, which though
it be not, I enrage not [ stand firmly to the sounder parts But T
affect not to be noted a private enemy to others, and beyond generall
reason 1 greatly accuse this vicious forme of obsmate contesting  He
15 of the League, because he admireth the grace of the Dule of Guise
or he 1s a Hugonote, forsomuch as the King of Nawvarres activitie
amazeth lim: He finds fault i the Kings behaviours, therefore he
15 sedicious 1n his heart. ] would not give the magistrate my voice,
that he had rcason to condemne a booke, because an heretick was
therein named and extolled to be one of the best Poets of this age
Dare wee not say that a theefe hath a good leg? 1f he have so indeed?
If she be a strumpet, must she needs have a stinking breath?® In
wiser ages, revoked they the proud title of Capitolinus, they had
formerly given to Marcus Manlwus, as the preserver of religion and
publike libertie? Suppressed they the memory of his liberalitie, his
deeds of armes and military rewards granted to his vertues, because
to the prejudice of his countries lawes, he afterward affected a Roy-
alty? If they once conceive a hatred against an Orator or an advo-
cate, the next day he becommeth barbarous and uneloquent 1 have
elswhere discoursed of zeale, which hath driven good men into
like errours. For my selfe, I can say. that he doth wickedly, and this
vertuously  Likewise, prognostickes or sinister events of affaires,
they will have every man blinde or dull in s owne cause: and that
our perswasion and judgement, serve not the truth hut the project
of our desires I should rather erre in the other extremity, So much
1 feare my desire mught corrupt me. Considering, 1 somewhat
tenderly distrust my selfe in things I must desire. 1 have m my
dayes seene wonders, 1n the indiscreet and prodigious facilitie of
people, suffering their hopes and beliefs, to be led and governed, as
it hath pleased and best fitted their leaders: above a hundred discon-
tents, one in the necke of another. and beyond their fantasies and
dreames I wonder no more at those, whom the apish toyes of
Apollomius and Mahomet have seduced and blinded. Their sense
and understanding 1s wholly smothered in their passion  Therr dis-
cretion hath no other choise but what pleaseth them and furthereth
their cause. Which I had especially observed in the beginning of our
distempered factions and factious troubles This other which 1s
growne since, by imitation surmounteth the same. Whereby I observe,
X1v
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that it is an inseparable quality of popular errours. The first beeing
gone, opintons enfershocke one another, following the winde, as waves
doe They are no members of the body, of they may renounce 1t;
of they folow not the common coursc But true'y they wrong the
just parts, when they secke to helpe them with fraude or deceipts It
have alwaies contracted the same This meane 15 but for sicke
bramnes; The healthy have surer and honester wayes to mamtaine
their resolutions and excuse all contrary accidents The Heavens
never saw so weighty a discord and so harmefull a hatred, as that
betweene Casar and Powmpey, nor ever shall hercafter Mee seemeth
notwithstanding, I see in those noble and Herowcall mimdes, an ex-
emplar and great moderation of the one toward the other. It was a
jelousie of honour and emulation of command, which transported
them, not to a furious and indiscreete hatred, without malice or de-
traction  In their sharpest exploites, I discover some rehiques of
respect and cinders of well-meaning affection  And 1 imagine, that
had 1t becne possible, either of them desired rather to effect hw pur-
pose without overthrowing his competitour, than by working his
utter rwine. Note how contrary the proceeding was betweene Svlla
and Marius  We must not runne headlong after our affections and
private interests As in my youth, T ever opposed my selic to the
motions of love, which I felt to usurpe upen me, and laboured to
diminish ats delights, lest 1 the end 1t might vanquish and captivate
me to his mercy So do I now 1n all other occasions, which my will
apprehendeth with an over great appetite I bend to the contrary of
my disposition, as I see the same plunged and drunke with 1t's owne
Wine 1 shunne so farre foorth to nourish her pleasure, as I may
not revoke 1t without a bloody losse Those nundes which through
stupidity see things but by halves, enjoy this happinesse, that such
as be hurtfull, offerd them least: It 1s a spirituall leprosie, that hath
some shew of health, and such a health, as Philosophy doth not alto-
gether contemne But yet it may not lawfully be termed wisedome;
as we often doe. And after this manner did in former times some
body mocke Diogencs, who in the daed of Winter, went all naked,
embracing an image of Snow, to try his patience; Who meeting him
in this order, said thus unto him, Art thou now very colde ? Noth-
ing at all, answered Diogenes. What thinkest thou to doe then, that
is either hard or exemplar by standing in the colde? replied the other:
To measure constancy, we must necessarily know sufferance But
such minds as must behold crosse events, and fortunes injuries in
their height and sharpnesse, which must weigh and taste them accord-
ing to their naturall bitternesse and charge, let them employ their
skil and keep themselves from embracing the causes, and divert their
approaches. What did King Cotys? He payed liberally for that
goodly and rich Vessell, which one had presented unto him, but forso-
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much as it was exceeding brittle, he presently brake it himselfe, that
so betimes he might remonve so edste an occasion of choller against
his servants, I have m like sort shunned confusion in my affarres,
and sought not to have my goods contiguous to my neighbours, and
to such as I am to be linked 1n strict friendshippe: Whence com-
monly ensue causes of alienation and unkindnesse 1 have heertofore
loved the hazardous play of Cardes and Dice, 1 have long since left
it, onely for this that notwithstanding any faire semblance 1 made
m my losses, 1 was mwardly disquieted. Let a man of honour, who
1s to take a he or endure an outragious wrong, and cannot admt a
bad excuse for pamment or satisfaction, avoid the progresse of con-
tentious altercations I shunne melancholike complexions and fro-
ward men, as mfected And in matters, 1 cannot talke-of without
mnterest and emotion, 1 meddle not with them, except duty constramne
mee thereunto  Melius non wmcipient quam desment.  They shall
beter not beginne, than leave offl The surest way, 1s then to prepare
our selves before occasion 1 know that some wisemen have taken
another course, and have not feared to engage and vehemently to -
sinuate themselves 1nto diverse objects  Those assure themselves of
their own strength, under which they shrowd themsclves against all
manner of contrary events, making nmuschiefs to wrestle one against
another, by vigor and vertue of patience:

Velut rupes vastum gua prodit in aquor,

Obua ventorum furus cxpostaque ponto.

Vim cunctam atque munas perfert calque marisque,
—1psa wmumota mancns —Vire Ain. x. 693,

Much hke a rocke, which buts into the Maine,
Meeting with windes-rage, to the Sca lud plaine,
It doth the force of shkies and Seas sustaine,
Endure their threats, yet doth unmoov'd remaine.

Let us not imitate these examples, we shall not attaine them. They
opimionate themselves resolutely to behold, and without perturbation to
be spectatours of their Countries ruine, which wilome possessed and
commaunded their fu'l will As for our vulgar mindes, theremn 1
too much effort and roughnesse Cato quit thereby the noblest life
that ever was. Wee seely-ones must seeke to escape the storme
further off We ought to provide for apprehension and not for pa-
tience, and avoid the blowes wee cannot withstand. Zeno seeing
Chremomides a young man whom he loved, approach to sit neere him
rose up sodainly, Cleanthes asking him the reason: I understand
(saith hee) that Physitions above all things prescribe rest, and forbid
emotion 1n all tumors. Socrates saith not; yeeld not to the allure-
ments of beauty; maintaine it, enforce our selves to the contrary;
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Shunne her (saith hee) runne out of her sight and company, as
from a violent prison, that infecteth and stingetb, farre off And his
good Disciple, famning or reciting, but in mine opinion, rather recit-
ing then faming, the matchles perfections of that great Cyrus, de-
scribeth him distrusting his forces to withstand the blandishments or
allurings of the divine beautie of that famous Panthen his Captive,
commutting the visitation and guarde of her to an other, that had lesse
libertie then himselfe And likewise the Holy-Ghost saith, ne nos
wmducas wm tentationem (Matth. vi 13), and lead us not into tempta-
tion We pray not that our reason be not encountred and vanquished
by concupiscence: but that 1t be not so much as assayed therewith:
That we bee not reduced to an estate, where we should but suffer
the approaches, sollicitations and temptations of sinne- and we entreat
our Lord, to keepe our conscience quiet, fully perfectly free from
all commerce of evill  Such as say they have reason for their reveng-
g passion, or any other middle-troubling perturbation, say often truth,
as things are, but not as they were They speake to us, when the
causes of their error are by themselves fostred and advanced But
retire further bakeward, recall their causes to either beginning: there
you surprise and put them to a non-plus. Would they have their
fault be lesse, because 1t 15 more ancient, and that of an unjust be-
ginning, the progresse be just” He that (as I doe) shall wish his
countries well-fare, without fretting or piming himselfe, shall be
grieved, but not swoune, to see 1t threatening, either his owne down-
fall, or a continuance no lesse rumous Oh seeley-weake parke, whom
both waves, windes and Pilot, hull and tosse to so contrary desseignes:

—in tam dwversa, magister,
Ventus et unda trahunt.

Maister the wave and winde
So divers wayes doe binde.

Who gapes not after the favour of Princes, as after a thing
without which hee cannot live; nor 1s much disquited at the coldness
of their entertainment or frowning countenance, nor regardeth the
inconstancy of their will. Who hatcheth not his children or hug-
geth not honours, with a slavish propension, nor leaves to live com-
modiously having once lost them Who doth good, namely for his
owne satisfaction, nor 1s much vexed to see men censure of his actions
agamst his merit A quarter of an ownce of patience provideth for
such inconvenetences. I finde ease in this receit: redeeming my selfe
in the beginning, as good cheape as I can: By which meanes I per-
ceive my selfe to have escaped much trouble and manmifold difficulties
With very little force, I stay these first motions of my perturbations
And I abandon the subject which beginnes to molest me, and before 1t
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cransport mee. Hee that stops not the loose, shall hardly stay the
course He that cannot shut the door agamnst them, shall never
expell them being entered He that cannot attamne an end m the be-
ginning, shall not come to an end of the concluston  Nor shall he
endure the fall that could not endure the starts of 1t Etcnim 1pse
se mmpellunt, ubr semel @ ratione discessum est, ipsaque s1br uimbecills-
tas wmdulget, wm altwingue provehstur wmprudens nec reperit locum
consistendr (Cic. Tuscu Qu v ). For they drive themselves head-
long when once they are parted and past reason, and weakness
soothes 1t selfe, and unawares 1s carried mto the deepe, nor can it
finde a place to tarry in I feele betumes, the low windes, which are
forerunners of the storme, buzze in mune eares and sound and trie
me within:
—ceu flamna prima
Cum deprensa fremunt svleus, et ceca volutant
Murmura, venturos nautis prodentia ventos
Vire .I'n x 97

As first blasts 1n the woods perceiv'd to goe,
Whistle, and darkely speake in murmurs low,
Foretelling Marrmers what windes will grow

How often have T done my selfe an apparant injustice, to provide
the danger I should fall into, by receiving the same, happly worse,
from the judges, after a world of troubles, and of {foule, and vile
practices, more enemies to my naturall disposition, then fire or tor-
ment? Conventr & htibus quantum licet, et nesco an paulo plus
cttam quam licet, abhorrentem esse, Est emim non modo lLiberale,
paululum nonmnunquam de swo jure decedere, sed ntcrdum cham
fructuosum (Cic OF 1). As much as wee may, and 1t may be
more than we may, we should abhorre brabling and lawing, for it 15
not onely ingenious part, but sometimes profitable also at somne-
times to yeeld a little of our right If we were wise indecde, we
should rejoyce and glory, as | heard once a yong-gentleman, borne of
a very great house, very wittily and unfainedly, rejoyce with all men
that hus mother had lost her sute, as 1f it had been a cough, an ague,
or any other yrksome burthen The favours, which fortune mght
have given mee, as aliances and acquaintances with such as have
Soveraigne authority in those things, I have, in my conscience done
much mstantly to evoide imploying them to others prejudice, and not
over value my rights above their worth To conclude, I have so
much prevailed by my endeavours (in a good houre I may speake 1t)
that T am yet a virgin for any sutes in law, which have notwith-
standing not omitted gently to offer me their service, and under pre-
tence of lawfull titles insinuate themselves into my allowance, would
I but have given eare unto them And as a pure maiden from
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quarrels; T have without important offence, either passive or active,
Iingred out a long hfe, and never heard worse than mine owne name
A rare grace of heaven Our greatest agitations, have strange
springs and ndiculous causes  What rume did our Jast Duke of
Burgundy runne imto, for the quarrell of a cart-load of sheepes-
skinnes? And was nct the graving of a scale, the chiele cause of the
most horrible breach and topsie-turvy, that ever this worlds-frame
endured” For Pomjey and ( @sar are but the ncw budlings and con-
tinuation of two others And I have seene mn my time, the wisest
heads of this realme assembled with great ceremony and pullike
charge, about treaties and agreements, the true deciding whereof de-
pended 1n the mecane while absolutely and soveraronely of the will
and consultations held 1n some Ladies pate or cabinet, and of the
inclination of <ome «iily woman Doets have most judiciously look't
into thi~, who but for an apple have sct 21l Creece and slsia on fire
and sword  Sce why that man doth hazzard both his honour and hfe
on the fortune of his rapier and dagger, let him tell you whence the
cause of the contention ariseth, he can not without blushine  so
vaine and so frivolous 1s the occasion To embarke him, there needes
but little advisement, but being once-in, all parts doe worke; Then
are greater provisions required, more difficult and mmportant  How
farre mo.e casie 1s 1t not to enter, than to get forth? We must
proceed contrary to the brier, which produceth a long and straight
stalke at the first springing, but after, as tired and out of breath, 1t
makes many and thicke knots, as 1f they were pawses, shewing to
have no more that vigor and constancy. Wee should rather begin
gently and leasurely; and keepe our strength and breath for the
perfection of the worke We direct affaires in the beginning, and
hold them at our mercy, but being once undertaken, they gude and
transport us, and we must follow them Yet may 1t not be said, that
this counsell hath freed me from all difficulties, and that I have
not beene often troubled to contrnle and bridle my passtons: which
are not alwayes governed according to the measure of occastons:
whose entrances are often sharpe and violent. So 1s 1t, that thence
may be reaped good fruit and profit Iixcept for those, who 1n
well doing are not satisfied with any benefit, 1f their reputation be
in question For in truth, such an effect 1s not compted of but by
every one to himselfe  You are thereby better satisfied, but not more
esteemed, having reformed your selle, before you come into action
or the matter was in sight* yet not in this onely, but in all other
duties of hife, their course which aime at honour, 1s diverse from that,
which they propound unto themsclves, that follow order and reason
1 finde some, that inconsiderately and furiously thrust themselves
into the lists, and grow slacke in the course. As Plutarke saith, that
Such as by the vice of bashfulness are soft and tractable to graunt
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whatsoever is demanded, are afterwards as prone and facle to recant
and breake their word. In like manner, he that entcrs hehtly into
a quarrel, 1s subject to leave 1t as lightly The same diiliculty which
kecpes me from embracing the same, should encite me, being once
mooved and theremn eugaged, to continue rtesolute It 1s an 1ll
custome  Being once embarked, one must either goe on or sinke ...
Attempt coldly (sayed Byas) but pursue hotly I'or want of judge-
ment, our hearts fuile us, Which 15 also less tolerable  Moxt agree-
ments of our moderne quarrels, are shameful and false  We onely
seeke to wave apnarances, and therewhilst betray and dicavow our
true mtentions. We salve the deede: We know how wee spale it,
and 1n what sence the by-standers know 1t yea and our friends to
whom have our advantages knowne It 1s to the prejudice of our
liberty and interest of our resolutions honour, that we dis-avow our
thoughts and seeke for starting holes in fal.chood, to male our
agrecments  We bely our selves, to salve a lye we have given to
another., We must not loohe whether your action or word may admit
another interpretation, but it 1s your owne true and sincere con-
struction, that you must now maintaine, whatcoever 1t cost you., It
15 to your vertue and to vour conscience that men speake, parts that
ought not to bee disguised Leave we these base courses, wranghng
shifts and verball meanes, to petty-fogging Lawyers The excuses
and reparations, or satisfactions, which dayly I see made, promised
and given to purge mdiccretion, seeme to me more foule than in-
discretion 1t selfe  Better were 1t for one to offend his adversary
agame, than 1 grving hum such satisfaction, to wrong himsclfe so
much  You have braved him mooved by choller, and now you secke
to pacifie and flatter him mn your cold and better sense: Thus you
abase your selfe, more than you were before exalted I find no
speech so vicious 1n a Gentlemen, as I dceme any recantation hee
shall make, dishonorable, especially 1f it be wrested from him by
authority: Forsomuch as obstinacy is in him more excusable, than
cowardize. Passions are to me as easie to be avoyded, as they are
difficult to be moderated Excinduntur facilius amimo, qudm tem-
perantur. They are more easily rooted out of the minde, than brought
to good tempar He that cannot attaine to thus noble Stociall impas-
sibility, let him shrowd himselfe in the bosome of this my popular
stupidity  What they did by vertue, I inure my selfe to doe by Nature.
The muddle region harbourth stormes; the two extremes containe
Philosophers and rurall men, they concurre in tranquility and good
hap.

Fahx qui potwst rerum cognoscere causas,

Atque metus omnes et wnexorabile fatum

Subjecit pedibus, strepitiimque Aclerontis avari,
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Fortunatus et 1lle, Dcos qui nowit agrestes,

Pandque, Silvantmque scnem, Nymphasque sorores
Virg Georg u. 490.

Happy 1s he that could of things the causes finde,
And subject to his {eete all fearefulnesse of minde,
Inexorable fate, aud noyse of greedy Hell

And happy he, with Country Gods acquainted well,
Pan and old Sylvan knowes,

And all the sister shrowes,

The beginnings of all things are weake and tender We must there-
fore be clear-cighted 1n begimnings: For, as in their budding we
discerne not the danger, so in their full growth we perceive not
the remedy I should have encountred a thousand crosses, daily more
hard to be digested in the course of ambition, than 1t hath bin uneasie
for me to stay the naturall inclination, that led me unto them

—jitre perhorri,
Laté conspicuum tollcre werticem

Hor Car w1 16, 18

I have becne much afraid for causes right,
To raise my foretop far abroad to sight

All publike actions are subject to uncertaine and divers interpreta-
tions: Ifor, too many heads judge of them Some say of this my
City-cmployment (whereof I am content to speake a word, not that
1t deserves it, but to make a shew of my manners 1n such things) I
have demeaned my selfe hike one that 15 too slowly mooved and with
a languishing affection: And they are not altogether void of reason
I strive to keepe me munde and thoughts quiet Cum semper Natura,
tum ctiam «tate jam quictus  Both ever quet by Nature,
and now because of yeeres And 1if at any time thcy are debauched
to some rude and piercing impression, 1t 1s i truth without my con-
sent From which naturall slacknesse, one must not therefore inferre
any proofe of disabilty: For, Want of care and lacke of judgment
are two things: And less unkindness and ingratitude towards those
Citizens, who to gratifie me, employed the utmost of all the meanes
they could possibly, both before they knew me and since  And who
did much more for me, 1n appointing me my charge the second time,
then 1n choosing me the first 1 love them with all my heart, and wish
them all the good that may be And truly 1f occasion had beene
offered, I would have spared nothing to have done them service I
have stirred and laboured for them, as I doe for my selfe They are
good people, warlihe and generous; yet capable of obedience and
discipline, and fit for good employment, 1f they be well guided They
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say likewise, that I passed over this charge of mine without any deede
of note or great shew It 1s true Moreover, they accuse my cessa-
tion, when as all the world was convicted of too much doing I have
a most mimble motion, where my will doth carry me But this pomnt
1s an enemy unto perseverance. Whosoever will make use of me,
according to my selfe, let him employ me in affaires, that require
vigor and liberty - that have a <hort, a «traight, and there withall a
hazardous course: I may peradventure somewhat prevaile therein.
Whereas 1f 1t be tedious, crafty, laborious, artificiall and intricate,
they shall doe better to addresse themselves to some other man AR
charges of mmportance are not difficult T was prepared to labour
somewhat more earnestly, i1f there had been great neede For 1
Iyes 1n my power, to doe something more than I make shew-of, and
than I love to doe To my knowledge, I have not omitted any motion
that duty required earnestly at my hands I have eawuly forgotten
those, which ambition blendeth with duty and cloketh with her title
It 1s they, which most commonly fill the eves and eares, and satisfie
men Not the thing 1t selfe, but the apparance paveth them If they
heare no noise, they mmagine we sleepe My humours are contrary
to turbulent humors I could pacifie an inconvenience or trouble
without troubling my selfe, and chatise a disorder without alteration.

Have I necde of choller and inflammation, [ borrow it, and there-
with maske my selfe My maners are musty, rather wallowish then
sharpe I accuse not a Magistrate that sleepeth, so they that are
under 1t sleepe also  So sleepe the lawes For my part, I commend
a gliding, an obscure and reposed life: Neque submissam et abjectam,
neque se efferentem (Cic Off 1) Neyther too abject and sub-
misse, nor vaunting 1t selfe too much  But my fortune will have 1t
so; I am descended of a famuly that hath lived without noise and
tumult: and of long continuance particularly ambitious of integrity.
Our men are so framed to agitation and ostentations that goodnesse,
moderation, equity, constancy, and such quiet and meane qualities,
are no more heard of Rough hodies are felt, smooth ones are
handled imperceptibly  Sickencsse 1s felt, health Ittle or not at
all: nor things that annoint us, in regard of such as sting us It is
an action for ones reputation and private commodity, and not for
the common good, to refer that to be done in the market place, which
a man may do 1n the counsel-chamber and at noone day, what might
have been effected the night before and to be jealous to doe that
himselfe, which his fellow can performe as well So did some
Surgeons of Greece shew the operations of their skill, upon scaffolds,
in view of all passengers, thereby to get more practise and custome.
They suppose, that good orders cannot be understood, but by the
sound of a trumpet Ambition 1s no vice for petty companions, and
for such endevours as ours One said to Alexander. your father wall
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leave you a great commaund, easie and peacefull - the boy was envious
of his fathers v.ctories, and of the justice of lus government He
would not have enjoyed the worlds LEmpire securely and quetly.
Alcaibiades 1n Plato, loveth rather to die yong, faire, 11ch, noble
learned, and all that i cxcellence, then to stay 1n the state of such a
condition  This infirmity 15 happily excusable, 1 so strong and
full a minde When these petty wretched soules, are therewith en-
veagled, and thinke to publish their fame, because they have judged
a cause rightly, or continued the order 1 guirding of a (.tics gates,
by how much more they hoped to 1aice thar head, so much mose doe
they shew their stmplcity  This petty well-doing, hath nerher body
nor life It vamsheth in the firct moneth, and walhes but from one
corner of a street to another Entertaine therewith your sonne and
your servant, and spare not As that anaent {cllow, who having no
other auditor of his praises and applauding of Ins sufficiency, boasted
with his chamber-maide, exclatmimg* Oh DPerette, what a gillant and
sufficient man thou hast to thy maister! Tf the worst hapnen, enter-
taine your selves 1n your selves: As a Councellour of mv acquaintance,
having decorged a rable of paragraphes, with an extrcame conten-
tion and lLike foolishnesse, going out of the cour-ell chamber, to a
pissing place neere unto 1t, was heard very conscienciously to utter
these words to lumselfe: Non nobis, Domiinc, non nobis, scd nominy tuo
da gloriam (Psal c¢xv 1) Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but
unto thy name give the glory He that cannot otherwise, let hum
pay himselfe out of his owne purse Fame doth not so basely prosti-
tute 1t selfe, nor so cheape Rare and exemplar actions, to which 1t
duly belongeth, could not brooke the company of this innumerable
multitude of vulgar petty actions. Well may a piece of marble raise
your titles as high as you list, because you have repaired a piece of
an olde Wall, or cleansed a common ditch, but men of judgment
will never doe 1t. Report followeth not all goodnesse, except dif-
ficulty and rarietie be joyned thereunto Yea simple estimation, ac-
cording to the Stoikes, 1s not due to every action proceeding from
vertue  Netther would they have him commended, who through
temperance abstaineth from an old blear-ey’d woman Such as have
knowen the admirable qualities of Scipio the Affrican, renounce the
glory which Pancetius ascribeth unto lum, to have abstained from
gifts, as a glory, not his, alone, but peculiar to that age We have
pleasures sortable to our fortune, let us not usurpe those of great-
nesse Our owne are more naturall They are the more solide and
firme, by how much the meaner Since 1t 1s not for conscience, at
least for ambition let us refuse ambition. ILet us disdaine this in-
satiate thirst of honour and renowne, base and beggerly, which makes
us so supphantly to crave it of all sorts of people* Que est 1sta laus
que possit & maccllo petr? (Cic De Fmn 1) What praise is this,
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which may bee fetcht out of the Shambles? By abject meanes, and
at what vile rate soever To be thus Ronoured, 15 mecrely a dis-
honour  Learne we to bee no more greely of giory, then we are
capable of it To be proud of every profitable and innocent action,
(1v) fit for men to whom it 1s extraordinary and rare They wiil
value 1t for the price 1t cost them. According as a good effect is
more resounding, I abate of 1t's goodnesse the jealousie I con-
ccive, 1t 1s produced more because 1t 15 so resounding, than because it
1s good  What 1s set out to shew, 1s halfe solde Those actions have
more grace, which carclessly and under silence, passe from the handes
of a Workeman, and which some honest man aiterward chuseth and
redeemeth from darkenesse, to thrust them to the worlds light;
Onely for their worth  MMin quidem laudabiliora wvidentur omma,
gue sine venditatione, et siwe populo teste fiunt (Cic Tusc Qu n):
All things 1n sooth seeme to me more commendable that are performed
with no ostentation, and without the people to witnesse, saul the
most glorious man of the world. I had no care but to preserve and
continue, which are deafe and insen<ble effects Innovation is of
great lustre But interdicted 1n times, when we are most urged, and
‘have to defend our selves but from novelties, Abstinence from do-
mg, is often as generous, as doing but 1t 1s not so apparant My
small worth 1s 1n a manner all of this kinde. To be short, the occasions
in this my charge have seconded my complexion, for which I conne
them harty thanks Is there any man that desircth to be sicke, to see
his Physitian set a worke? And Should not that Physition be well
whipped, who to put his arte in practize, would wish the plague to
infect us? I was never possessed with this impious and vulgar
passion, to wish that the troubled and distempered state of this City,
might raise and honour my government. I have most willingly lent
them my hand to further, and shoulders to aid their ease and tran-
quility. He that will not thanke me for the good order and for the
sweet and undisturbed rest, which hath accompanied my charge;
cannot at least deprive me of that part, which by the title of my
good fortune belongeth unto me This 1s my humour, that I love as
much to be happy as wise: And attribute my successes as much to
the meere grace of God, as to the meane (or) furtherance of my
operation I had sufficiently published to the World my (insufficiency)
in managing of such publike affaires: Nay, there is something 1 me,
worse than insufficiency: Which 1s, that I am not much displeased
therewith: and that I endevour not greatly to cure 1t, considering the
course of life I have determined to my selfe. Nor have I satished my
selfe in this employment. But have almost attained what I had
promised unto my selfe: Yet have I much exceeded, what I had
promised those, with whom I was to negotiate: For I willingly
promise somewhat lesse, then I can performe, or hope to accomplish.
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Of this T am assured, I have never left offence or hatred among them:
To have left either regret or desire of me. This now I certainly,
I have not much affected 1t

—Méne huic confidere monstro,
Méne sahs placidy oultum, fluctusque quictos
Ignorare?—Vire Ln. v. 849.

Should T this monster trust? Should I not know
The calme Seas counterfait dissembling show,
How quietly sometimes the flouds will go?
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Im i January 1729  From a school at Ballitore, Kildare, Burke went to
Trouty College wm Dubln where he devoted himself to extensive teading
Entermg Middle Temple wm London, 1750, for the study of law, he soon
abandonced it for hicrary work  Upon entermng Parliament for Wendover,
he soon became prominent as a great Whig defender  When he lost his
scat after the falure of the Rockmgham admumstration, he shll continued
to draw public attention He attacked the system of double government
and defended party government agawmst both George and Chatham  His
“Speech on Conciliation”, with which we Americans are familar, appeared
m 1775. He was a firm backer of the Amencan Colomes and took thew
part agamst Kimg George 111 and Lord North He dicd at Besconsfield i
July 1797.)

AN ADDRESS TO THE KING

WE, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, several of
the peers of the realm, and several members of the House of Com-
mons chosen by the people to represent them 1n parhament, do in our
individual capacity, but with hearts filled with a warm affection to
your Majesty, with a strong attachment to your roval house, and
with the most unfeigned devotion to your true interest, beg leave, at
this crisis of your affairs, 1in all humility to approach your royal
presence

Whilst we lament the measures adopted by the public councils of
the kingdom, we do not mean to question the legal validity of their
proceedings. We do not desire to appeal from them to any person
whatsoever. We do not dispute the conclusive authority of the
bodies 1 which we have a place over all their members We know
that 1t 1s our ordinary duty to submit ourselves to the determinations
of the majority 1n everything except what regards the just defence
of our honour and reputation. But the situation nto which the
British empire has been brought, and the conduct to which we are
reluctantly driven 1n that situation, we hold ourselves bound by the
relation 1n which we stand both to the Crown and the people clearly
to explain to your Majesty and our country.

We have been called upon 1n the speech from the throne at the
opening of this session of parliament, 1n a manner peculiarly marked,
singularly emphatical, and from a place from whence anything imply-

105



100 LESSAYS

ing censure falls with no common weight, to concur in unanimous
approbation of those measures which have produced our present dis-
tresses, and threaten us 1n future with others far moie grievous.
We trust, therefore, that we shall stand justified 1n offering to our
sovereign and the public our reasons for persevering inflexibly in
our uniform dissent from every part of those measures We lament
them from an experience of their mischief, as we onginally opposed
them from a sure foresight of their unhappy and inevitable tendency.

We see nothing 1n the present events in the least degree sufficient
to warrant an alteration in our opmion. We were always steadily
averse to this civil war—not because we thought it impossible that
1t should be attended with victory, but because we were [ully per-
suaded that in such a contest victory wou'd only vary the mode of
our ruin; and, by maling it less immediately sensible, would render
1t the more lasting and the more irretrievable Experience had but
too fully instructed us 1n the possibility of the reduction of a free
people to slavery by foreign mercenary armies But we had an
horror of becomung the mstruments i a design of which, in our
turn, we might become the victims. Knowng the inestimable value
of peace, and the contemptible value of what was sought by war, we
wished to compose the distractions of our country, not by the use
of foreign arms, but by prudent regulations in our own domestic
policy We deplored, as your Majesty has done 1n your speech from
the throne, the disorders which prevail 1n your empire: but we are
convinced that the disorders of the people, in the present time and
in the present place, are owing to the usual and natural cause of
such disorders at all times, and 1n all places, where such have pre-
vailed,—the misconduct of government,—that they are owing to
plans laid in error, pursued with obstinacy, and conducted without
wisdom -

We cannot attribute so much to the power of faction, at the ex-
pense of human nature, as to suppose, that in any part of the world
a combmation of men, few in number, not considerable in rank, of
no natural hereditary dependencies, should be able, by the efforts of
their policy alone, or the mere exertion of any talents, to bring the
people of your American domnions mnto the disposition which has
produced the present troubles We cannot conceive that, without
some powerful concurring cause, any management should prevail on
some mullions of people, dispersed over an whole continent, in thir-
teen provinces, not only unconnected, but in many particulars of re-
ligion, manners, government, and local interest totally different and
adverse, voluntarily to submit themselves to a suspension of all the
profits of industry and all the comforts of civil life, added to all
the evils of an unequal war carried on with circumstances of the
greatest asperity and nigour. This, Sir, we conceive, could never
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have happened but from a gencral sense of some grievance, so radi-
cal 1n 1ts nature, and so spreading in 1ts effects, as to poison all the
ordinary satisfactions of life, to discompose the frame of society,
and to convert mto fear and hatred that habitual reverence ever
pard by mankmd to an ancient and venerable government

That grievance 1s as simple 1n 1ts nature, and as level to the
most ordinary understanding, as it is powerful in affecting the most
languid passions,—it 1s

“An attempt made to dispose of the property of a whole people
without their consent ”

Your Majesty's Lnglish subjects in the colonies, possessing the ordi-
nary faculties of mankind, know, that to hve under such a plan of gov-
ernment 1s not to live 1n a state of {reedom Your Iinghsh subjects 1n
the colonies, still impressed with the ancient feelings of the people
from whom they are derived, cannot hive under a government which
does not establish freedom as 1ts basis

This scheme, being therefore set up in direct opposition to the
rooted and confirmed sentiments and habits of thinking of an whole
people, has produced the effects which ever must result from such
a collision of power and opimon  For we beg leave, with all duty
and humulity, to represent to your Majesty (what we fear has been
industriously concealed from you), that it 1s not merely the opinion
of a very great number, or even of the majority, but the universal
sense of the whole body of the people 1n those provinces, that the
practice of taxing 1n the mode, and on the principles, which have
been lately contended for and enforced, 1s subversive of all their
rights,

This sense has been declared, as we understand on good informa-
tion, by the unammous voice of all their assembhes; each assembly
also, on this pont, 1s perfectly unanimous within tself It has been
declared as {ully by the actual voice of the people without these
assemblies as by the constructive voice within them, as well by
those 1n that country who addressed as by those who remonstrated;
and 1t 1s as much the avowed opinion of those who have hazarded
their all rather than take up arms against your Majesty’s forces, as
of those who have run the same risk to oppose them The differ-
ence among them 1s, not on the grievance, but on the mode of re-
dress, and we are sorry to say, that they who have conceived hopes
from the placability of the mimsters, who influence the public coun-
cils of this kingdom, disappear in the multitude of those who con-
ceive that passive compliance only confirms and emboldens oppres-
s1on

The sense of a whole people, most gracious sovereign, never ought
to be contemned by wise and beneficent rulers, whatever may be
the abstract claims, or even rights, of the supreme power., We have
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been too early instructed, and too long habituated to believe, that
the only firm seat of all authority 1s 1n the munds, affections, and 1n-
terests of the people, to change our opinions on the theoretic reason-
ings of speculative men, or for the convemence of a mere tem-
porary arrangement of state. It is not consistent with equity or
wisdom to set at defiance the general feelings of great communi-
ties, and of all the orders which compose them Much power 1s tol-
erated, and passes unquestioned, where much 1s yielded to opinion
All 1s disputed where exerything is enforced

Such are our sentiments on the duty and policy of conforming to
the prejudices of a whole pepole, even whire the foundation of such
prejudices may be false or disputable, But permut us to lay at your
Majesty’s feet our dehberate judgment on the real merits of that
principle, the violation of which is the known ground and origin ot
these troubles. We assure your Majesty, that, on our parts, we
should think ourselves unjustifiable as good citizens, and not in-
fluenced by the true spirit of Englishmen, 1f, with any effectual
means of prevention i our hands, we were to submut to taxes to
which we did not consent, either directly, or by a representation of
the people, securing to us the substantial benefit of an absolutely free
disposition of our own property in that important case. And we add,
Sir, 1f fortune, instead of blessing us with a situation where we may
have daily access to the propitious presence of a gracious prince, had
fixed us in settlements on the remotest part of the globe, we must
carry these sentiments with us, as part of our being; persuaded, that
the distance of situation would render this privilege in the disposal
of property but the more necessary If no provision had been made
for 1t, such provision ought to be made or permitted Abuses of sub-
ordinate authority increase, and all means of redress lessen, as the
distance of the subject removes him from the seat of the supreme
power. What, in those circumstances, can save him from the last
extremes of indignity and oppression but something left in his own
hands, which may enable him to conciliate the favour and control
the excesses of government? When no means of power to awe or
to oblige are possessed, the strongest ties which connect mankind in
every relation, social and caivil, and which teach them mutually to
respect each other, are broken Independency, from that moment,
virtually exists. Its formal declaration will quickly follow  Such
must be our feelings for ourselves; we are not in possession of an-
other rule for our brethren

When the late attempt practically to anmihilate that inestimable
privilege was made, great disorders and tumults very unhappily and
very naturally arose from 1t In this state of things we were of
opimion that satisfaction ought instantly to be given; or that, at least,
the pumishment of the disorder ought to be attended with the redress
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of the grievance. We were of opinion, that if our dependencies had
so outgrown the positive institutions made for the preservation of
liberty 1n this kingdom that the operation of their powers was be-
come rather a pressure than a relief to the subjects in the colonies,
wisdom dictated that the spirit of the constitution should rather
be applied to their circumstances, than its authority enforced with
violence 1n those very parts where its reason becamc wholly 1n-
applicable.

Other methods were then recommended, and followed, as infallible
means of restoring peace and order. We looked upon them to be,
what they have since proved to be, the cause of inflaming discon-
tent into disobedience, and resistance into revolt The subversion of
solemn fundamental charters, on a suggestion of abuse, without
citation, evidence, or hearnig: the total suspension of the commerce
of a great marmume city, the capital of a great maritime province,
during the pleasure of the Crown: the establishment of a miltiary
force, not accountable to the ordinary tribunals of the country in
which 1t was kept up:—these and other proceedings at that time, 1f
no previous cause of dissension had subsisted, were sufficient to pro-
duce great troubles: unjust at all times, they were then irrational

We could not conceive, when disorders had arnisen from the com-
plaint of one violated right, that to violate every other was the
proper means of quieting an exasperated people It seemed to us
absurd and preposterous to hold out, as the means of calming a people
in a state of extreme inflammation, and ready to take up arms, the
austere law which a rigid conqueror would 1mpose, as the sequel of
the most decisive victories

Recourse, indeed, was at the same time had to force, and we saw
a force sent out, enough to menace lhberty, but not to awe opposi-
tion, tending to bring odium on the civil power, and contempt on
the military, at once to provoke and encourage resistance Force
was sent out not sufficient to hold one town, laws were passed to in-
flame thirteen provinces

This mode of proceeding by harsh laws and feeble arnues could not
be defended on the principle of mercy and forbearance. For mercy,
as we conceive, consists, not 1in the weakness of the means, but 1n
the bemignity of the ends We apprehend that mild measures may
be powerfully enforced, and that acts of extreme rigour and njus-
tice may be attended with as much feebleness in the execution as
severity in the formation.

In consequence of these terrors, which, falling upon some, threat-
ened all, the colonies made a common cause with the sufferers, and
proceeded, on their part, to acts of resistance In that alarming sit-
uation, we besought your Majesty’s ministers to entertain some
distrust of the operation of coercive measures, and to profit of their
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experience Experience had no effect The modes of legislative
rigour were construed, not to have been erroneous 1n their policy, but
too limited in their extent New severities were adopted The fish-
ertes of your people in America followed their charters; and their
mutual combination to defend what they thought their common
rights, brought on a total prohibition of their mutual commercial
intercourse  No distinction of persons or merits was observed—
the peaceable and the mutinous, friends and foes, were alike in-
volved, as 1f the nigour of the laws had a certain tendency to recom-
mend the authority of the legislator.

Whilst the penal laws increased in rigour, and extended in appli-
cation over all the colonies, the direct force was applied but to one
part. Had the great fleet and foreign army since employed been at
that time called for, the gteatencss of the preparation would have de-
clared the magnitude of the danger The nation would have been
alarmed, and taught the necessity of some means of reconciliation
with our countrymen in America, who, whenever they are provoked
to reststance, demand a force to reduce them to obedience full as
destructive to us as to them But parhament and the people, by a
premeditated concealment of their real situation, were drawn into
perplexities which furmshed excuses for further armaments; and
whilst they were taught to believe themselves called to suppress a
riot, they found themselves immvolved in a mighty war

At length British blood was spilled by British hands—a fatal era,
which we must ever deplore, because your empire will for ever feel
it. Your Majesty was touched with a sense of so great a disaster,
Your paternal breast was affected with the sufferings of your Eng-
lish subjects 1n America In your speech from the throne, 1n the
beginning-of the session of 1775, you were graciously pleased to
declare yourself inclined to relieve their distresses, and to pardon
their errors. You felt their sufferings under the late penal acts of
parhament But your mimstry felt differently Not discouraged by
the pernicious effects of all they had hitherto advised, and notwith-
standing the gracious declaration of your Majesty, they obtained an-
other act of parliament, 1n which the rigours of all the former were
consolidated, and embittered by circumstances of additional severity
and outrage The whole trading property of America (even unof-
fending shipping 1n port) was indiscriminately and irrecoverably
given, as the plunder of foreign enemies, to the sailors of your navy.
This property was put out of the reach of your mercy Your
people were despoiled; and your navy, by a new, dangerous, and
prolific example, corrupted with the plunder of their countrymen.
Your people in that part of your dominions were put, in their gen-
eral and political as well as their personal capacity, wholly out of the
protection of your government.
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Though unwilling to dwell on all the improper modes of carrying
on this unnatural and ruinous war, and which have led directly to
the present unhappy separation of Great Britain and its colonies, we
must beg leave to represent two particulars, which we are sure
must have been entirely contrary to your Majesty's order or appro-
bation. Every course of action in hostility, however that hostihty
may be just or merited, 1s not justifiable or excusable It 1s the duty
of those who claim to rule over others not to provoke them beyond
the necessity of the case, nor to leave stings in theirr minds which
must long rankle, even when the appearance of tranquillity 1s re-
stored —We therefore assure your Majesty, that 1t 1s with shame
and sorrow we have seen several acts of hostility, which could have
no other tendency than ncurably to alienate the minds of your
American subjects. To excite, by a proclamation ssued by your
Majesty’s governor, a universal insurrection of negro slaves in any
of the colonies, 1s a measure full of complicated horrors, absolutely
illegal; suitable neither to the practice of war nor to the laws of
peace. Of the same quality we look upon all attempts to bring down
on your subjects an irruption of those fierce and cruel tribes of
savages and canmbals, in which the vestiges of human nature are
nearly effaced by ignorance and barbarity They are not fit allies
for your Majesty in a war with your people. They are not fit in-
struments of an English government These, and many other acts,
we disclaim as having advised or approved when done; and we clear
ourselves to your Majesty, and to all civilized nations, from any par-
ticipation whatever, before or after the fact, in such unjustifiable
and horrid proceedings.

But there 1s one weighty circumstance which we lament equally
with the causes of war, and with the modes of carrying 1t on—that
no disposition whatsoever towards peace or reconciliation has ever
been shown by those who have directed the public councils of this
kingdom, either before the breaking out of these hostilities, or dur-
ing the unhappy continuance of them. Every proposition made 1n
vour parhament to remove the original cause of these troubles, by
taking off taxes, obnoxious for their principle or their design, has
been overruled every bill, brought in for quiet, rejected even on the
first proposition The petitions of the colonies have not been admtted
even to a hearing. The very possibility of public agency, by which
such petitions could authentically arrive at parliament, has been
evaded and chicaned away. All the public declarations which indi-
cate anything resembling a disposition to reconciliation, seem to us
loose, general, equivocal, capable of various meanings, or of none;
and they are accordingly construed differently, at different times,
by those on whose recommendation they have been made; being
wholly unlike the precision and stability of public faith; and bearing
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no mark of that ingenuous simplicity, and native candour and n-
tegrity, which formerly characterised the Enghish nation

Instead of any relaxation of the claim of taxing at the discretion
of parliament, your ministers have devised a new mode of enforcing
that claim, much more effectual for the oppression of the colomes,
though not for your Majesty’s service, both as to the quantity and
application, than any of the former methods; and their mode has
been expressly held out by ministers, as a plan not to be departed
from by the House of Commons, and as the very condition on which
the legislature 1s to accept the dependence of the colonies

At length, when, after repeated refusals to hear or to conciliate
an act, dissolving your government by putting your people in Amer-
1ca out of your protection, was passed, your mimsters suffered sev-
eral months to elapse without affording to them, or to any com-
munity, or any individual amongst them, the means of entering into
that protection even on unconditional submission, contrary to your
Majesty’s gracious declaration from the throne, and in direct viola-
tion of the public faith

We cannot, therefore, agree to uniter in new severities against
the brethren of our blood for their asserting an independency. to
which, we know 1n our conscience, they have been necessitated by
the conduct of those very persons who now make use of that argu-
ment to provoke us to a continuance and repetition of the acts, which
in a regular series have led to this great misfortune

The reasons, dread Sir, which have been used to justify this per-
severance 1n a refusal to hear or conciliate, have been reduced into
a sort of parhamentary maxims which we do not approve. The
first of these maxims is, “that the two Houses ought not to receive
(as they have hitherto refused to receive) petitions containing mat-
ter derogatory to any part of the authority they claim” We con-
ceive this maxim, and the consequent practice, to be unjustifiable by
reason or the practice of other sovereign powers, and that 1t must
be productive, 1f adhered to, of a total separation between this king-
dom and its dependencies, The supreme power, being in ordmary
cases the ultimate judge, can, as we conceive, suffer nothing in hav-
ing any part of his nights excepted to, or even discussed, before him-
self We know that sovereigns in other countries, where the asser-
tion of absolute regal power is as high as the assertion of absolute
power in any politic body can possibly be here, have received many
petitions in direct opposition to many of their claims of prerogative,
have listened to them; condescended to discuss and to give answers
to them. This refusal to admit even the discussion of any part of
an undefined prerogative will naturally tend to anmhilate any privi-
lege that can be claimed by every inferior dependent community,
and every subordinate order in the state
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The next maxim, which has been put as a bar to any plan of ac-
commodation, 1s, “‘that no offer of terms of peace ought to be made
before parliament 1s assured that these terms will be accepted” On
this we beg to leave to represent to your Majesty, that 1f 1n all events
the policy of this hingdom 1s to govern the people 1n your colonies
as a free people, no mischief can possibly happen from a declaration
to them, and to the world, of the manner and form in which parha-
ment proposes that they shall enjoy the freedom 1t protects. It 1s an
encouragenient to the mnocent and meritorious that they at least
<hall enjoy those advantages which they patiently expected, rather
from the bemgnity of parhament than their own efforts Persons
more contumacious may also see that they are resisting terms of per-
haps greater freedom and happiness than they are now m arms to
obtain  The glory and propriety of offered mercy 1s neither tar-
nished nor weakened by the folly of those who refuse to take ad-
vantage of it

We cannot think that the declaration of independency makes any
natural difference in the reason and policy of the offer No prince
out of the possession of his dominions, and become a sovereign de
jure only, ever thought it derogatory to his rights or his interests to
hold out to his former subjects a distinct prospect of the advantages
to be derived from his readmission, and a security for some of the
most fundamental of those popular privileges 1n wvindication of
which he had been deposed On the contrary, such offers have been
almost uniformly made under <imilar circumstances  Besides, as
your Majesty has been graciously pleased, in your speech from the
throne, to declare your intention of restoring your people in the
colonies to a state of law and liberty, no objection can possibly lie
against defining what that law and hberty are; because those who
offer, and those who are to receive, terms frequently differ most
widely, and most materially, 1in the sigmfication of these words, and
1n the objects to which they apply

To say that we do not know, at this day, what the grievances of
the colonies are (be they real or pretended), would be unworthy
of us But whilst we are thus waiting to be informed of what we
perfectly know, we weaken the powers of the commissioners, we
delay, perhaps we lose, the happy hour of peace; we are wasting the
substance of both countries, we are continuing the effusion of
human, of Christian, of English blood.

We are sure that we must have your Majesty's heart along with
us, when we declare in favour of mixing something conciliatory
with our force. Sir, we abhor the 1dea of making a conquest of
our countrymen We wish that they may yield to well ascertained,
well authenticated, and well secured terms of reconciliation, not that
your Majesty should owe the recovery of your domimons to their
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total waste and destruction, Humanity will not pernut us to enter-
tatn such a destre; nor will the reverence we bear to the civil rights
of mankind make us even wish that questions of great difficulty, of
the last importance, and lying deep in the wvital principles of the
British constitution, should be solved by the arms of foreign mer-
cenary soldiers

It 1s not, Sir, from a want of the most inviolable duty to your
Majesty, not from a want of a partial and passionate regard to that
part of your empire in which we reside, and which we wish to be
supreme, that we have hitherto withstood all attempts to render the
supremacy of one part of your dominions inconsistent with the lib-
erty and safety of all the rest. The motives of our opposition are
found 1n those very sentiments which we are supposed to violate.
For we are convinced beyond a doubt that a system of dependence,
which leaves no security to the people for any part of their freedom
in thetr own hands, cannot be established 1n any inferior member of
the British empire, without consequentially destroying the freedom
of that very body in favour of whose boundless pretensions such a
scheme 1s adopted We know and feel that arbitrary power over
distant regions 1s not within the competence, nor to be exercised
agreeably to the forms, or consistently with the spirit, of great
popular assemblies. If such assemblies are called to a nominal share
i the exercise of such power, 1 order to screen, under general par-
ticipation, the guilt of desperate measures, 1t tends only the more
deeply to corrupt the deliberative character of those assemblies, m
traiming them to blind obedience; 1n habituating them to proceed
upon grounds of fact, with which they can rarely be suffictently ac-
quainted, and 1n rendering them executive instruments of designs,
the bottom of which they cannot possibly fathom

To leave any real freedom to parhament, freedom must be left to
the colomes A military government 1s the only substitute for civil
liberty That the establichment of sucha power in America will utterly
rutn our finances (though 1ts certain effect) is the smallest part of
our concern It will become an apt, powerful, and certain engine
for the destruction of our freedom here. Great bodies of armed
men, tramned to a contempt of popular assemblies representative
of an Englsh people; kept up for the purpose of exacting imposi-
tions without their consent, and maintained by that exaction; in-
struments 1n subverting, without any process of law, great ancient
establishments and respected forms of government; set free from,
and therefore above, the ordinary English tribunals of the country
where they serve ,—these men cannot so transform themselves, merely
by crossing the sea, as to behold with love and reverence, and sub-
mit with profound obedience to the very same things in Great Brit-
tain which 1n America they had been taught to despise, and had
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been accustomed to awe and humble All vour Majesty's troops,
in the rotation of service, will pass through this discipline, and con-
tract these habits 1f we could flatter ourselves that this would not
happen, we must be the weakest of men we must be the worst, 1f
we were mdifferent whether 1t happened or not  What, gracious
sovereign, 15 the empire of America to us, or the empire of the
world, 1f we lose our own liberties? We deprecate this last of
evils  We deprecate the effect of the doctrines which must support
and countenance the government over conquered Englichmen

As 1t will be impossible long to resist the power{ul and cquitable
arguments 1n favour of the {freedom of these unhappy people that
are to be drawn from the principle of our own hberty, attempts will
be made, attempts have been made, to ridicule and to argue away
this principle, and to mculcate into the nunds of your people other
maxims of government and other grounds of obedience, than those
which have prevailed at and since the glorious revo'ution By de-
grees, these doctrines, by being convement, may grow prevalent
The consequence 1s not certain, but a general change of principles
rarely happens among a people without lcading to a change of gov-
ernment

Sir, your throne cannot stand secure upon the principles of un-
conditional submussion and passive obedience, on powers exercised
without the concurrence of the people to be governed, on acts made
in defiance of their prejudices and habits, on acquicscence procured
by foreign mercenary troops, and sccured by standing armies These
may possibly be the foundation of other thrones* they must be the
subversion of yours It was not to passive principles 1n our an-
cestors that we owe the honour of appearing before a sovereign
who cannot feel that he 1s a prince without hnowing that we ought
to be free. The revolution 1s a departure from the ancient course
of the descent of this monarchy The pcople at that time re-entered
into their original rights, and 1t was because a positive law author-
1zed what was then done, but because the frecdom and safety of the
subject, the origin and cause of all laws, required a proceeding para-
mount and superior to them At that ever-memorable and instruc-
tive period, the letter of the law was superseded n favour of the
substance of liberty To the free choice, therefore, of the people,
without either king or parliament, we owe that happy establishment,
out of which both king and parliament were regenerated From
that great principle of lberty have origmated the statutes, con-
firming and ratifying the establishment from which your Majesty
derives your right to rule over us  Those statutes have not given us
our liberties; our lberties have produced them Lvery hour of
your Majesty’s reign your title stands upon the very same foundation
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on which 1t was at first laid; and we do not know a better on which
1t can possibly be placed

Convinced, Sir, that you cannot have different rights and a dif-
ferent security mn different parts of your dominions, we wish to
lay an even platform for your throne; and to give it an unmovable
stability, by laying 1t on the general freedom of vour people; and
by securing to your Majesty that confidence and affection 1n all parts
of your dominions which makes your best security and dearest title
i this the chief seat of your empire.

Such, Sir, being amongst us the foundation of monarchy itself,
much more clearly and much more peculiarly 15 1t the ground of all
parhamentary power. Parliament 1s a security provided for the
protection of freedom, and not a subtile fiction contrived to amuse
the people 1n 1ts place. The authority of both Houses can still less
than that of the Crown be supported upon different principles in dif-
ferent places; so as to be for one part of your subjects a protector
of liberty, and for another a fund of despotism, through which pre-
rogative 1s extended by occasional powers, whenever an arbitrary
will finds 1itself straitened by the restrictions of law. Had 1t seemed
good to parliament to consider itself as the indulgent guardian and
strong protector of the freedom of the subordinate popular as-
semblies, nstead of exercising 1ts power to their anmihilation, there
1s no doubt that 1t never could have been their inchination, because
not their interest, to raise questions on the extent of parliamentary
rights, or to enfeeble privileges which were the security of their
own. Powers, evident from necessity, and not suspicious from an
alarming mode or purpose in the exertion, would, as formerly they
were, be cheerfully submitted to; and these would have been fully
sufficient for conservation of umity n the empire, and for directing
its wealth to one common centre Another use has produced other
consequences; and a power which refuses to be limited by mod-
eration must either be lost, or find other more distinct and satisfac-
tory limitations

As for us, a supposed, or, if 1t could be, a real, participation in
arbitrary power would never reconcile our minds to 1ts establish-
ment We should be ashamed to stand before your Majesty boldly
asserting, 1n our own favour, inherent rights which bind and regu-
late the Crown 1itself, and yet insisting on the exercise, in our own
persons, of a more arbitrary sway over our fellow-citizens and
fellow-freemen.

These, gracious sovereign, are the sentiments which we consider
ourselves as bound, in justification of our present conduct, in the
most serious and solemn manner to lay at your Majesty’s feet. We
have been called by your Majesty’s writs and proclamations, and
we have been authorised, either by hereditary privilege, or the choice
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of your people, to confer a~d treat with your Majesty, in your
highest councils, upon the arduous affairs of vour kingdom We are
sensible of the whole importance of the duty which this constitu-
tional summons mples We know the religious punctuahty of at-
tendance which, 1n the ordinary course, 1t demands Tt 1s no light
cause which, even for a time, could persuade us to relax in any
part of that attendance The Britich empire 15 1 convulsions which
thieaten 1ts dissolution  Those particular proceedings which cause
and 1nflame this disorder, after many vyears' incessant struggle, we
find ourselves wholly unable to oppose, and unwilling to hehold  All
our endeavours having proved fruitless, we are fearful at this time
of 1rritating, by contention, those passions which we have found 1t
impracticable to compose by reason  We cannot pernut ourselves
to countenance, by the appearance of a silent assent, proceedings
fatal to the hberty and unity of the empire; proceedings which ex-
haust the strength of all your Majesty’s dominmions, destroy all trust
and dependence of our allies, and leave us both at home and abroad
exposed to the suspicious mercy and uncertamn inclinations of our
neighbour and rival powers, to whom, by this desperate course, we
are driving our countrymen for protection, and with whom we have
forced them into connexions, and may bind them by habits and by
interest ‘—an evil which no victories that may be obtamned, no severi-
ties which may be exercised, ever will or can remove

If but the smallest hope should from any circumstances appear of
a return to the ancient maxims and true policy of this kingdom, we
shall with joy and readiness return to our attendance, min order to
give our hearty support to whatever means may be left for allevi-
ating the complicated evils which oppress this nation

If this should not happen, we have discharged our consciences by
this faithful representation to your Majesty and our country; and,
however few 1n number, or however we may be overborne by prac-
tices, whose operation is but too powerful, by the revival of danger-
ous, exploded principles, or by the misguided zeal of such arbitrary
factions as formerly prevailed in this kingdom, and always to 1ts
detriment and disgrace, we have the satisfaction of standing forth
and recording our names 1n assertion of those principles whose oper-
ation hath, 1n better times, made your Majesty a great prince, and
the British dominions a mighty empire



ADDRESS TO THE BRITISH COLONISTS
OF NORTH AMERICA

THE very dangerous crisis, nto which the British empire is
brought, as 1t accounts for, so 1t justifies, the unusual step we take
in addressing ourselves to you

The distempers of the state are grown to such a degree of vio-
lence and malignity as to render all ordinary remedies vain and
frivolous In such a deplorable situation an adherence to the com-
mon forms of business appears to us rather as an apology to cover 3
supne neglect of duty, than the means of performing 1t 1n a manner
adequate to the exigency that presses upon us The common means
we have already tried, and tried to no purpose. As our last re-
source, we turn ourselves to you, We address you merely mn our
private capacity, vested with no other authority than what will nat-
urally attend those, in whose declarations of benevolence you have no
reason to apprehend any mixture of dissimulation or design.

We have this title to your attention: we call upon 1t in a moment
of the utmost importance to us all We find, with infinite concern,
that arguments are used to persuade you of the nccessity of sep-
arating yourselves from your ancient connexion with your parent
country, grounded on a supposition that a general principle of
alienation and enmity to you had pervaded the whole of this king-
dom, and that there does no longer subsist between you and us any
common and kindred principles, upon which we can possibly unite
consistently with those 1deas of liberty in which you have justly
placed your whole happiness

If this fact were true, the inference drawn from it would be irre-
sistible  But nothing is less founded We admit, indeed, that vio-
lent addresses have been procured with uncommon pains by wicked
and designing men, purporting to be the genuine voice of the whole
people of England; that they have been published by authority here;
and made known to you by proclamations, in order, by despair and
resentment, incurably to poison your minds against the origin of
your race, and to render all cordial reconciliation between us utterly
impracticable, The same wicked men, for the same bad purposes,

usg
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have so far surprised the justice of parhiament, as to cut off all com-
munication betwixt us, except what 1s to go n their own fallacious
and hostile channel.

But we conjure you by the imvaluable pledges, which have hitherto
united, and which we trust will hercafter lastingly unite us, that you
do not suffer yourselves to be persuaded, or provoked, mmto an
opinton, that you are at war with this nation Do not think, that the
whole, or even the uminfluenced majority, of Englishmen m this
island are enemies to therr own blood on the American continent
Much delusion has been practised, much corrupt influence treacher-
ously employed But still a large, and we trust the largest and
soundest, part of this kingdom perseveres 1 the most perfect unity
of sentiments, principles, and affections, with you It spreads out a
large and liberal platform of common liberty, upon which we may
all unmite for ever It abhors the hostilities which have been carried
on agamnst you, as much as you who feel the cruel effect of them.
It has disclaimed, 1n the most solemn manner, at the foot of the
throne itself, the addresses, which tended to irritate your sovereign
against his colontes We are persuaded that even many of those
who unadvisedly have put their hands to such intemperate and in-
flammatory addresses, have not at all apprehended to what such pro-
ceedings naturally lead, and would <ooner die, than afford them the
least countenance, 1f they were sensible of their fatal effects on the
union and hberty of the empire

For ourselves, we faithfully assure you that we have ever con-
sidered you as rational creatures, as free agents, as men willing to
pursue, and able to discern, your own true interest \We have wished
to continue united with you, 1n order that a people of one origin and
one character should be directed to the rational objects of govern-
ment by joint counsels, and protected in them my a common force
Other subordination 1n you we require none We have never pressed
that argument of general union to the extinction of your local, nat-
ural, and just privileges Sencible of what 1s due both to the dignity
and weakness of man, we have never wished to place over you any
government, over which, 1n great {undamental points, you should
have no sort of check or control in your own hands, or which should
be repugnant to your situation, principles, and character

No circumstances of fortune, you may be assured, will ever in-
duce us to form, or tolerate, any such design If the disposition of
Providence (which we deprecate) should even prostrate you at our
fect, broken 1n power and 1n spirit, it would be our duty and inclina-
tion to revive, by every practical means, that free energy of mind,
which a fortune unsuitable to your virtue had damped and dejected;
and to put you voluntarily in possession of those very privileges
which you had 1n vain attempted to assert by arms For we solemnly
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declare, that although we should look upon a separation from you
as a heavy calamity (and the heavier, because we know you must
have your full share in 1t), vet we had much rather see you totally
independent of this Crown and kingdom, than joined to 1t by so un-
natural a conjunction as that of freedom with servitude —a conjunc-
tion which, 1f 1t were at all practicable, could not fail 1n the end of
being more muschievous to the peace, prosperity, greatness, and
power of this nation, than beneficial, by an enlargement of the
bounds of nomuinal empire

But because, brethren, these professions are general, and such as
even enemiecs may make, when they reserve to themselves the con-
struction of what servitude and what lberty are, we inform you,
that we adopt your own standard of the blessing of free government
We are of opimion that you ought to enjoy the sole and exclusive
right of freely granting, and applying to the support of your adnun-
1stration, what God has freely granted as a reward to vour industry.
And we do not confine this immunity from exterior coercion in this
great point solely to what regards your local establishment, but also
to what may be thought proper for the maintenance of the whole
empire In this resource we cheerfully trust and acquiesce: satis-
fied by evident reason that no other expectation of 1evenue can
posstbly be given by free men, and knowing, from an experience
uniform both on yours and on our side of the ocean, that such an
expectation has never yet been disappointed. We know of no road
to your coffers but through your affections

To manifest our sentiments the more clearly to you and to the
world on this subject; we declare our opinion, that i1f no revenue
at all, which, however, we are far from supposing, were to be ob-
tained from you to this kingdom, yet as long as it 1s our happiness to
be joined with you 1n bonds of {raternal chanty and freedom, with
an open and flowing commerce betwecn us, one principle of enmuty
and friendship pervading, and one nght of war and peace direct-
ing, the strength of the whole empire, we are likely to be, at
least, as powerful as any nation, or as any combination of nations,
which 1n the course of human events may be formed against us.
We are sensible that a very large proportion of the wealth and
power of every empire must necessarily be thrown upon the presid-
ing state We are sensible that such a state ever has borne, and ever
must bear, the greatest part, and sometimes the whole, of the pub-
lic expenses and we think her well indemnified for that (rather
apparent than real) mequality of charge, in the digmity and pre-
eminence she enjoys, and i the superior opulence which, after all
charges defrayed, must necessarily remain at the centre of affairs.
Of this principle we are not without evidence in our remembrance
(not yet effaced) of the glorious and happy days of this empire.
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We are, therefore, incapable of that prevaricating style, by which,
when taxes without your consent are to be extorted from you, this
nation 15 represented as in the lowest state of impoverishment and
public distress; but when we are called upon to oppress you by
force of arms, 1t 1s pamted as scarcely feeling 1ts impositions,
abounding with wealth, and mexhaustible 1n 1ts resources

We also reason and feel as you do on the mnvasion of your char-
ters  Because the charters comprehend the essential forms by
which you enjoy your liberties, we regard them as most sacred, and
by no means to be taken away or altered without process, without
examination, and without hearing, as they have lately been We
even think that they ought by no means to be altered at all but at
the desire of the greater part of the people who live under them
We cannot look upon men as delinquents 1n the mass, much less are
we desirous of lording over our brethren, msulting their honest
pride, and wantonly overturning establishments judged to be just and
conventent by the public wisdom of this nation at their mstitution,
and which long and inveterate use has taught you to look up to with
affection and reverence. As we disapproved of the proceedings with
regard to the forms ol your constitution, so we are equally tender
of every leading principle of free government. We never could
think with approbation of putting the military power out of the coer-
cion of the civil justice 1n the country where 1t acts.

We disclaim also any sort of share in that other measure which
has been used to alienate your affections from this country, namely,
the introduction of foreign mercenaries We saw their employment
with shame and regret, especially in numbers so far exceeding the
English forces as in effect to constitute vassals who have no sense
of freedom, and strangers who have no common interest or feelings,
as the arbiters of our unhappy domestic quarrel.

We likewise saw with shame the African slaves, who had been
sold to you on public faith, and under the sanction of acts of par-
liament, to be your servants and your guards, employed to cut the
throats of their masters

You will not, we trust, believe that, born in a civihsed country,
formed to gentle manners, trained in a merciful rehigion, and living
in enhghtened and polished times where even foreign hostility 1s
softened from 1its original sternness, we could have thought of letting
loose upon you, our late beloved brethren, these fierce tribes of sav-
ages and caninibals, 1n whom the traces of human nature are ef-
faced by ignorance and barbarity We rather wished to have joined
with you in bringing gradually that unhappy part of mankind into
civility, order, piety, and virtuous discipline, than to have confirmed
their evil habits, and increased their natural ferocity, by fleshing
them 1n the slaughter of you, whom our wiser and better ancestors
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had sent into the wilderness, with the express view of introducing,
along with our holy religion, its humane and charitable manners.
We do not hold that all things are lawful in war We should think
that every barbarity, i fire, 1 wasting, 1n murders, in tortures, and
other cruelties too horrible, and too full of turpitude, for Christian
mouths to utter, or ears to hear, 1f done at our instigation by those
who we know will make war thus i1f they make 1t at all, to be to all
mtents and purposes as 1f done by ourselves. We clear ourselves to
you our brethren, to the present age, and to future generations, to
our king and our country, and to Europe, which as a spectator be-
holds this tragic scene, of every part or share in adding this last and
worst of evils to the nevitable mischiefs of a civil war

We do not call you rebels and traitors We do not call for the
vengeance of the Crown against you We do not know how to
qualify millions of our countrymen, contending with one heart for
an admission to privileges which we have ever thought our own
happiness and honour, by odious and unworthy names On the con-
trary, we lighly revere the principles on which you act, though we
lament some of their effects Armed as you are, we embrace you
as our friends, and as our brethren, by the best and dearest ties of
relation

We view the establishment of the English colonies on principles
of liberty as that which 1s to render this kingdom venerable to future
ages In comparison of this we regard all the victories and con-
quests of our warlike ancestors, or of our own times, as barbarous,
vulgar distinctions, in which many nations, whom we look upon with
Iittle respect or value, have equalled 1f not far exceeded us This 1s
the peculiar and appropriated glory of England Those who have
and who hold to that foundation of common liberty, whether on this
or on your stde of the ocean, we consider as the true, and the only
true, Englishmen Those who depart from 1t, whether there or here,
are attainted corrupted in blood, and wholly fallen from their original
rank and value They are the real rebels to the fair constitution
and just supremacy of England.

We exhort you, therefore, to cleave for ever to those principles,
as being the true bond of union in this empire; and to show, by a
manly perseverance, that the sentiments of honour, and the rights of
mankind, are not held by the uncertain events of war, as you have
hitherto shown a glorious and affecting example to the world that
they are not dependent on the ordinary conveniences and satisfac-
tions of life.

Knowing no other arguments to be used to men of liberal minds,
1t 15 upon these very principles, and these alone, we hope and trust
that no flattering and no alarming circumstances shall permit you
to listen to the seductions of those who would alenate you from your
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dependence on the Crown and parhament of tlus kingdom. That
very liberty, which you so justly price above all things, origmated
here: and 1t may be very doubtful whether, without being constantly
fed from the original fountain, 1t can be at all perpetuated or pre-
served 1n 1ts native purity and perfection Untried forms of govern-
ment may, to unstab’e nunds, recommend themselves even by their
novelty. But you will do well to remember that Ingland has been
great and happy under the present Limited monarchy (subsisting
more or less vigour and purity) for several hundred years None
but England can communicate to you the benefits of such a constitu-
tion  We apprehend you are not now, nor for ages are hkely to
be, capable of that form of constitution 1n an independent state Be-
sides, let us suggest to you our apprchensions that your present union
(11 which we rejoice, and which we wish long to subsist) cannot al-
ways subsist without the authority and weight of this great and long-
respected body, to equipoise, and to preserve you amongst yourselves
i a just and fair equality It may not even be impossible that a
long course of war with the administration of tlus country may be
but a prelude to a series of wars and contentions among yourselves,
to end, at length (as such scenes have too often ended), 1n a spectes
of humihating repose, which nothing but the preceding calamities
would reconcile to the dispirited few who survived them We allow
that even this evil 1s worth the risk to men of honour, when rational
hiberty 1s at stal.e, as 1n the present case we confess and lament that
it 1s. But 1f ever a real security, by parliament, 1s given against
the terror or the abuse of unhmitcd power, and after such security
given you should persevere in resistance, we leave you to consider
whether the risk 1s not incurred without an object, or incurred for
an object infinitely diminished by such concessions in its importance
and value

As to other points of discussion, when these grand fundamentals
of your grants and charters are once settled and ratified by clear
parhamentary authority, as the ground for peace and forgiveness on
our side, and for a manly and liberal obedience on yours, treaty, and
a spirit of reconciliation, will easily and sccurely adjust whatever
may remain. Of this we give you our word, that so far as we are
at present concerned, as 1f by any event we should become more
concerned hereafter, you may rest assured, upon the pledges of
honour not forfeited, faith not violated, and uniformity of character
and profession not yet broken, we at least, on these grounds, will
never fail you

Respecting your wisdom, and valuing your safety, we do not call
upon you to trust your existence to your enemies. We do not ad-
vise you to an unconditional submussion With satisfaction we as-
sure you that almost all in both Houses (however unhappily they
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have been deluded, so as not to give any immediate effect to their
opmion) disclaim that idea You can have no friends in whom
you cannot rationally confide But parliament 1s your friend from
the moment 1 which, removing 1ts confidence from those who have
constantly decetved its good intentions, 1t adopts the sentiments of
those who have made sacrifices (inferior indeed to yours), but have,
however, sacrificed enough to demonstrate the sincerity of their re-
gard and value for your liberty and prosperity

Arguments may be used to weaken your confidence in that public
security, because, from some unpleasant appearances, there 1s a
suspicion that parhament tself 1s somewhat fallen from 1ts independ-
ent spirit  How far this supposition may be founded in fact we
are unwilling to determine But we are well assured from exper:-
ence, that even 1f all were true that 1s contended for, and in the
extent, too, 1n which 1t 1s argued, yet as long as the solid and well-
disposed forms of this constitution remain, there ever 1s within par-
hament itself a power of renovating its principles, and effecting a
self-reformation, which no other plan of government has ever con-
tammed This constitution has therefore admutted innumerable 1m-
provements, either for the correction of the original scheme, or for
removing corruptions, or for bringing 1its principles better to suit
those changes which have successively happened 1n the circum-
stances of the nation, or 1n the manners of the people.

We feel that the growth of the colonies 1s just a change of circum-
stances, and that our present dispute 1s an exigency as pressing as
any which ever demanded a revision of our government Public
troubles have often called upon this country to look into 1ts constitu-
tion It has ever been bettered by such a revision If our happy
and luxuriant ncrease of dominion, and our diffused population,
have outgrown the limits of a constitution made for a contracted ob-
ject, we ought to bless God, who has furnished us with this noble
occasion for displaying our skill and beneficence 1n enlarging the
scale of rational happiness, and of making the politic generosity of
this kingdom as extensive as 1ts fortune If we set about this great
work, on both sides, with the same conciliatory turn of mund, we
may now, as in former times, owe even to our mutual mistakes, con-
tentions, and amimosities, the lasting concord, freedom, happiness,
and glory of this empire

Gentlemen, the distance between us, with other obstructions, has
caused much misrepresentation of our mutual sentiments We, there-
fore, to obviate them as well as we are able, take this method of
assuring you of our thorough detestation of the whole war, and
particularly the mercenary and savage war carried on or attempted
agamnst you: our thorough abhorrence of all addresses adverse to
you, whether public or private; our assurances of an invariable affec-
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tion towards you; our constant regard to your privileges and hber-
ties; and our opimon of the solid security you ought to enjoy for
them, under the paternal care and nurture of a protecting parlia-
ment

Though many of us have earnestly wished that the authority of
that august and venerable body, so necessary in many respects to the
union of the whole, should be rather limited by 1ts own equity and
discretion, than by any bounds described by positive laws and public
compacts; and though we felt the extreme difficulty, by any theoreti-
cal limitations, of qualifying that authority so as to preserve one
part and deny another, and though you (as we gratefully acknowl-
edge) had acquesced most cheerfully under that prudent reserve of
the constitution, at that happy moment, when neither you nor we ap-
prehended a further return of the exercise of invidious powers, we are
now as fully persuaded as you can be, by the malice, inconstancy, and
perverse mquietude of many men, and by the incessant endeavours
of an arbitrary {faction, now too powerful, that our common neces-
sittes do require a full explanation and ratified security for your
liberties and our quiet.

Although his Majesty’s condescension in committing the direction of
his affairs into the hands of the known friends of his family, and
of the liberties of all his people, would, we admit, be a great means
of giving repose to your munds, as it must give infinite facihity to
reconciliation, yet we assure you, that we think, with such a security
as we recommend, adopted from necessity, and not choice, even by
the unhappy authors and instruments of the public misfortunes, that
the terms of reconcihiation, 1f once accepted by parliament, would
not be broken We also pledge ourselves to you, that we should
give, even to those unhappy per'sons, a hearty support 1n effectuating
the peace of the empire; and every opposition in an attempt to cast
it agamn nto disorder

When that happy hour shall arrive, let us n all affection recom-
mend to you the wisdom of continuing, as 1n former times, or even n
a more ample measure, the support of your government, and even
to give to your admimistration some degree of reciprocal interest in
your freedom We earnestly wish you not to furnish your enenies,
here or elsewhere, with any sort of pretexts for reviving quarrels
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