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ESSAYS

CIVIL AND MORAL

By FRANCIS BACON

(Fravncis Bacon—Lord Verulam and Viscount St Albans—was born a
York House, Strand, January 22, 1501, the younger son of Sw Nicholas
Bacon, who was Lord Keeper of the Great Seal He was one of England's
most noted philosophers, essayists, and statesmen  He was educated pri-
vately, and later at Trmuty College, Cambridge. While a student at
Cambridge he attracted favorable attention of Queen Elzabeth who dubbed
him “The Young Lord Kecper”. He was called to the Bar w 1382 His
success at the bar was good and he entered the poltical arena as a member
for Melcombe Regis, sitting for Taunton, Lwerpool, Middlesex, and
Southampton  Unfortunately Bacon was treacherous to his friends and
flattered those above um. With the accession of James I, he lost no time
m using his old art of flattery unth the result that he was knighted, 1603;
became Solicitor-General m 1607, Attorney-General wm 1613, Lord Keeper,
1618, Lord Chancellor, and Baron Verulam m 1619, and Viscount St Al-
bans m 1621 His rise to greatness was followed by s downfall on
March 17, 1621, when charges of corruption were lard agamst him by the
Commons. Fmed 40,000 pounds, he was committed to the Tower and was
declared mcapable of holdmg public office. He was now able to devote the
rest of ms life to lterary and philosophical writmgs m which he really
achieved greatness, and which constitutes his endurmg title to fame
Among his noted works are, “Advancement of Learning”, “Wisdom of
Ancients”, and he 1s at his best m s “Essays”, which combwme high sense
of style with unsdom and keen observation of lfe. The mdication by
some writers that Bacon wrote some of the plays of Shakespeare has
been discredited.  Bacon died m 1626 )

ESSAY I
OF TRUTH

Waar is truth? said jesting Pilate, and would not stay for an an-
swer. Certainly there be that delight in giddiness, and count it a
bondage to fix a belief; affecting free-will in thinking, as well as in
acting  And though the sects of philosophers of that kind be gone,
yet there remain certain discoursing wits which are of the same
veins, though there be not so much blood in them as was in those of
the ancients. But it is not only the difficulty and labour which men
take 1 finding out the truth, nor again that when it is found it im-
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2 ESSAYS

poseth upon men’s thoughts, that doth bring lies in favour; but a
natural though corrupt love of the lie itself One of the later school
of the Grecians examineth the matter, and 1s at a stand to think what
should be in 1t, that men should love lies; where neither they make
for pleasure, as with poets, nor for advantage, as with the merchant;
but for the lie’s sake. But I cannot tell: this same truth 1s a naked
and open day-light, that doth not shew the masques and mummeries
and triumphs of the world, half so stately and daintily as candle-
lights. Truth may perhaps come to the price of a pearl, that sheweth
best by day; but 1t will not rise to the price of a diamond or car-
buncle, that sheweth best in varied lights A mixture of a lie doth
ever add pleasure. Doth any man doubt, that if there were taken out
of men’s muinds vain opinions, flattering hopes, false valuations,
imaginations as one would, and the like, but it would leave the minds
of a number of men poor shrunken things, full of melancholy and
indisposition, and unpleasing to themselves? One of the fathers, in
great severity, called poesy winum demonum, because it filleth the
imagination, and yet 1t 1s but with the shadow of a lie But it is not
the lie that passeth through the mund, but the lie that sinketh in and
settleth 1n it, that doth the hurt, such as we spake of before But
howsoever these things are thus in men’s depraved judgments and
affections, yet truth, which only doth judge itself, teacheth that the
inquiry of truth, which 1s the love-making or woomg of it, the
knowledge of truth, which is the presence of it, and the belief of
truth, which is the enjoying of it, is the sovereign good of human
nature, The first creature of God, in the works of the days, was
the hight of the sense; the last was the light of reason; and his
sabbath work, ever since, is the illumination of his Spirit  First he
breathed light upon the face of the matter or chaos; then he breathed
light into the face of man; and still he breatheth and inspireth light
into the face of his chosen. The poet that beautified the sect that was
otherwise inferior to the rest, saith yet excellently well: It is a pleas-
ure to stand upon the shore, and to see ships tost upon the sea: a
pleasure to stand in the window of a castle, and to see a battle and the
adventures thereof below: but no pleasure is comparable to the stand-
ing upon the vantage ground of truth (a hill not to be commanded,
and where the air 1s always clear and serene), and to see the errors,
and wanderings, and mists, and tempests, in the vale below: so always
that this prospect be with pity, and not with swelling or pride. Cer-
tainly, it is heaven upon earth, to have a man’s mind move in charity,
rest in providence, and turn upon the poles of truth

To pass from theological and philosophical truth, to the truth of
civil business: 1t will be acknowledged, even by those that practise
it not, that clear and round dealing is the honour of man’s nature; and
that mixture of falsehood is like alloy in coin of gold and silver;
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which may make the metal work the better, but it embaseth 1t For
these winding and crooked courses are the goings of the serpent;
which goeth basely upon the belly, and not upon the feet There 15
no vice that doth so cover a man with shame as to be found false
and perfidious. And therefore Mountaigny saith prettily, when he
inquired the reason, why the word of the le should be such a dis-
grace and such an odious charge? saith he, If 1t be well weighed, to
say that a man lieth, 1s as much to say as that he 1s brave towards God
and a coward towards men For a he faces God, and shrinks from
man Surely the wickedness of falsehood and breach of faith can-
not possibly be so highly expressed, as in that 1t shall be the last
peal to call the judgments of God upon the generations of men; it
being foretold, that when Christ cometh, he shall not find faith upon
the earth.



ESSAY II
OF DEATH

MEen fear death, as children fear to go in the dark, and as that
natural fear in children 15 increased with tales, so is the other. Cer-
tainly, the contemplation of death, as the wages of sin, and passage to
another world, 15 holy and rehigious, but the fear of 1it, as a tribute
due unto nature, 1s weak Yet 1n religious meditations there 1s some-
times mixtures of vamty and of superstition You shall read n some
of the friars’ books of mortification, that a man should think with
himself what the pan is 1f he have but his finger’s end pressed or
tortured, and thereby imagine what the pams of death are, when the
whole body is corrupted and dissolved: when many times death
passeth with less pain than the torture of a hmb; for the most vital
parts are not the quickest of sense And by him, that spake only as
a philosopher and natural man, 1t was well said, Pompa mortis magis
terret quam wmors 1psa. Groans and convulsions, and a discoloured
face, and friends weeping, and blacks, and obsequies, and the like,
shew death terrible It 1s worthy the observing, that there is no pas-
sion 1n the mind of man so weak, but 1t mates and masters the fear
of death; and therefore death 1s no such terrible enemy, when a man
hath so many attendants about him that can win the combat of him
Revenge triumphs over death, love shights 1t; honour aspireth to it;
grief flieth to 1t, fear pre-occupateth 1t, nay, we read, after Otho the
emperor had slain himself, pity (which is the tenderest of affections)
provohed many to die, out of mere compassion to their sovereign,
and as the truest sort of followers Nay, Seneca adds niceness and
satiety:  Cogita quam din eadem feceris; mory wvelle, non tantum
fortis, aut mser, sed etiam fastidiosus protest A man would die,
though he were neither vahant nor miserable, only upon a weariness
to do the same thing so oft over and over It 1s no less worthy to
observe, how httle alteration, 1n good spirits, the approaches of death
make, for they appear to be the same men till the last instant
Augustus Cesar died in a comphment  Limia, congugii nostri memor,
viwe et vale Tiberius in dissimulation, as Tacitus saith of him:
Jam Tiberium wires et corpus, mon dissimulatio, deserebant. Ves-
pasian 1n a jest, sitting upon the stool* Ut puto Deus fio Galba
with a sentence, Feri, st cx re sit populi Romani, holding forth his

4
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neck. Septimius Severus in dispatch  Adeste si quid mihi restat
agendum. Aad the like Certanly the Stoics bestowed too much
cost upon death, and by their great preparations made 1t appear more
fearful. Better saith he, Qui finem wite cxtremum mter muncra
pongt Nature., It 1s as natural to die as to be born, and to a little
infant, perhaps, the one is as pamnful as the other He that dies n an
earnest pursuit 15 like one that 15 wounded in hot blood, who, for the
time, scarce feels the hurt; and therefore a mind fixed and bent upon
somewhat that 1s good doth avert the dolours of death But above
all, believe 1t, the sweetest canticle 1s Nunc dimittis, when a man
hath obtained worthy ends and expectations, Death hath this also,
that 1t openeth the gate to good fame, and extinguisheth envy.—
Extinctus amabstur 1dem.



ESSAY III
OF UNITY IN RELIGION

ReL1GION being the chief band of humar society, it 1s a happy thing
when 1tself 15 well contained within the true band of umty The
quarrels and divisions about religions were evils unknown to the
heathen The reason was, because the religion of the heathen con-
sisted rathed m rites and ceremontes, than in any constant belief. For
you may imagme what kind of faith theirs was, when the chief
doctors and fathers of their church were the poets But the true
God hath this attribute, that he is a jealous God; and therefore his
worship and religion will endure no mixture nor partner We shall
therefore speak a few words concerming the umity of the church; what
are the fruits thereof , what the bounds; and what the means.

The fruits of umity (next unto the well pleasing of God, which is
all 1n all) are two; the one towards those that are without the church,
the other towards those that are within. For the former; it is cer-
tain that heresies and schisms are of all others the greatest scandals;
yea, more than corruption of manners For as in the natural body
a wound or solution of continuity is worse than a corrupt humour, so
in the spiritual. So that nothing doth so much keep men out of the
church, and drive men out of the church, as breach of unity. And
therefore whenever 1t cometh to that pass, that one saith Ecce in
deserto, another saith Ecce i penetralibus; that is, when some men
seek Christ in the conventicles of heretics, and others in an outward
face of a church, that voice had need continually to sound in men’s
ears, Nolite exire—Go not out. The doctor of the Gentiles (the
propriety of whose vocation drew him to have a special care of those
without) saith, If an heathen come in, and hear you speak with sev-
eral tongues, will he not say that you are mad? And certainly it is
little better, when atheists and profane persons do hear of so many
discordant and contrary opinions in religion; it doth avert them fror
the church, and maketh them to sit down 1n the chair of the scorners.
It is but a hight thing to be vouched in so serious a matter, but yet it
expresseth well the deformity There 1s a master of scoffing, that
in his catalogue of books of a feigned library sets down this title of
a book, The morris dance of heretics For indeed evegy sect of them
hath a diverse posture or cringe by themselves which cannot but move

6
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derision in worldings and depraved politics, who are apt to contemn
holy things

As for a fruit towards those that are within, it is peace, which
contaneth infinite blessings 1t establisheth faith; it kindleth charity;
the outward peace of the church distilleth into peace of conscience;
and it turneth the labours of writing and reading of controversies into
treaties of mortification and devotion.

Concerning the bounds of unity; the true placing of them im-
porteth exceedingly There appear to be two extremes For to
certain zelants all speech of pacification is odious Is st peace, Jehu?
What hast thou to do wnth peace? turn thee behind me  Peake 1s
not the matter, but following and party Contrariwise, certain Laodi-
ceans and lukewarm persons think they may accommodate points
of religion by middle ways, and taking part of both, and witty
reconcilements; as if they would make an arbitrement between God
and man Both these extremes are to be avoided, which will be
done, if the league of Christians penned by our Savior Himeelf
were 1n the two cross clauses thereof soundly and plainly expounded:
He that 1s not with us is against us; and again, He that 1s not
against us is with us* that is, if the points fundamental and of
substance 1 religion were truly discerned and distinguished from
points nat merely of faith, but of opimon, order or good intention.
This is a thing may seem to many a matter trivial and done already;
but if 1t were done less partially, it would be embraced more
generally.

Of this I may give only this advice, according to my small model
Men ought to take heed of rending God's church by two kinds
of controverstes. The one is, when the matter of the point con-
troverted 1s too small and hight, not worth the heat and strife about
it, kindled only by contradiction For, as 1t 1s noted by one of the
fathers, Christ's coat indeed had no seam, but the church’s vesture
was of divers colours; whereupon he saith, In veste varietas si,
scissura mon sit they be two things, umity and umformity The
other is, when the matter of the point controverted is great, but 1t 18
driven to an over-great subtility and obscurity, so that 1t be-
cometh a thing rather ingenious than substantial A man that 1s
of judgment and understanding shall sometimes hear ignorant men
differ, and know well within himself that those which so differ mean
one thing, and yet they themselves would never agree And if
it come so to pass in that distance of judgment which is between
man and man, shall we not think that God ahove, that knows the
heart, doth not discern that frail men in some of their contradic-
tions intend the same thing, and accepteth of both? The nature of
such controversies is excellently expressed by St Paul in the
warning and precept that he giveth concerning the same, Derita
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profanas vocum mowtates, et opposititiones falss momums scientie.
Men create oppositions which are not, and put them into new
terms so fixed, as whereas the meaning ought to govern the term,
the term in effect governeth the meaning There be also two
false peaces or unities: the one, when the peace 1s grounded but
upon an implicit 1gnorance, for all colours will agree in the dark:
the other, when 1t 1s pieced up upon a direct admission of contraries
in fundamental points For truth and falsehood, in such things, are
like the iron and clay in the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image; they
may cleave, but they will not incorporate

Concernimng the mcans of procuring unity, men must beware,
that 1s the procuring or umting of religious unity, they do not dis-
solve and deface the laws of charity and human society. There
be two swords amongst Christians, the spiritual and temporal; and
both have their due office and place in the maintenance of religion
But we may not take up the third sword, which 1s Mahomet’s sword,
or like unto 1t, that s, to propagate religion by wars, or by san-
gumnary persecutions to force consciences; except 1t be in cases of
overt scandal, blasphemy, or intermixture of practice against the
state; much less to nourish seditious; to authorize conspiracites and
rebellions, to put the sword into the people’s hands; and the like;
tending to the subversion of all government, which 1s the ordin-
ance of God For this 1s but to dash the first table against the
second; and so to consider men as Christians, as we forget that they
are men Lucretius the poet, when he beheld the act of Agamemnon,
that could endure the sacrificing of his own daughter, exclaimed.

Tantum relligio poturt suadere malorum.

What would he have said, if he had known of the massacre
in France, or the power treason of England®? He would have been
seven times more Epicure and atheist than he was For as the
temporal sword 1s to be drawn with great circumspection in cases
of religion, so 1t 1s a thing monstrous to put 1t into the hands of the
common people Let that be left unto the Anabaptists, and other
furies It was great blasphemy when the devil said, I will ascend
and be like the Highest, but it is greater blasphemy to personate
God, and bring him 1n saying, I will descend and be like the prince
of darkness and what 1s it better, to make the cause of religion to
descend to the cruel and execrable actions of murthering princes,
butchery of people, and subversion of states and governments?
Surely this 1s to bring down the Holy Ghost, in stead of the like-
ness of a dove, 1n the shape of a vulture or raven; and to set out
of the bark of a Christian church a flag of a bark of pirates and
assassins. Therefore 1t 1s most necessary that the church by doc-
trine and decree, princes by their sword, and all learnings, both



FRANCIS BACON 9

Christian and moral, as by their Mercury rod, do damn and send
to hell for ever those facts and optnions tending to the support of the
same, as hath been already i good part done  Surely in counsels con-
cermng religion that counsel of the apostle would be prefixed, Ira
homims non wmplet justitiam Der - And 1t was a notable observa-
tion of a wise father, and no less ingenuously confessed: that those
which held and persuaded pressure of consciences, were commonly
interested theretn themselves for their own ends.



ESSAY IV
OF REVENGE

REVENGE is a kind of wild justice;: which the more man’s nature
runs to, the more ought law to weed 1t out For as for the first
wrong, 1t doth but offend the law; but the revenge of that wrong
putteth the law out of office Certainly, 1n taking revenge, a man is
but even with his enemy; but in passing it over, he 1s superior;
for 1t 15 a prince’s part to pardon And Solomon, I am sure, saith,
It 1s the glory of a man to pass by an offence That which is past
is gone, and irrevocable; and wise men have enough to do with things
present and to come: therefore they do but trifle with themselves,
that labour is past matters. There is no man doth a wrong for
the wrong’s sake; but thereby to purchase himself profit, or pleasure,
or honour, or the like. Therefore why should I be angry with
a man for loving himself better than me? And 1f any man should
do wrong merely out of 1ll nature, why, yet it 1s but like the thorn
or briar, which prick and scratch, because they can do no other.
The most tolerable sort of revenge is for those wrongs which there
is no law to remedy, but then let a man take heed the revenge be
such as there is no law to punish; else a man's enemy is still be-
forchand, and it is two for one. Some, when they take revenge, are
desirous the party should know whence 1t cometh this 1s the more
generous. For the delight seemeth to be not so much in doing
the hurt as 1n making the party repent: but base and crafty cowards
are like the arrow that flieth in the dark Cosmus, duke of Flor-
ence, had a desperate saying against perfidious or neglecting friends,
as 1f those wrongs were unpardonable: you shall read (saith he)
that we are commanded to forgive our enemies; but you never
read that we are commanded to forgive our friends But yet the
spirit of Job was 1n a better tune shall we (saith he) take good
at God’s hands, and not be content to take evil also? And so of
friends in a proportion. This is certain, that a man that studieth
revenge keeps his own wounds green, which otherwise would heal
and do well Public revenges are for the most part fortunate;
as that for the death of Cesar; for the death of Pertinax, for the
death of Henry the Third of France, and many more But
private revenges it is not so Nay rather, wvindicative persons
live the Iife of witches; who as they are mischievous, so end they
infortunate.

10



ESSAY V
OF ADVERSITY

It was an high speech of Seneca (after the manner of the
Stoics) : That the good things which belong to prosperity are to be
wished; but the good things that belong to adversity are to be
admred Bona rerum sccundarum optabilia, adversarum mirabila
Certainly, 1f nuracles be the command over nature, they appear most
in adversity., It 1s yet a hgher speech of his than the other (much
too high for a heathen) It 1s true greatness to have in one the
frailty of a man, and the security of a god Vere magnum, habere
fragihitatem homnis, securstatem dei. This world have done better
in poesy, where transcendences are more allowed. And the poets
indeed have been busy with 1t; for 1t is in effect the thing which
is figured in that strange fiction of the anctent poets, which seem-
eth not to be without mystery; nay, and to have some approach to
the state of a Christian: that Hercules, when he went to unbind
Prometheus (by whom human nature 1s represented), sailed the
length of the great ocean 1n an earthen pot or pitcher: lively des-
cribing Christian resolution, that satleth in the frail bark of the
flesh through the waves of the world. But to speak in a mean.
The virtue of prosperity 1s temperance; the virtue of adversity is
fortitude; which in morals is the more heroical virtue. Prosperity
is the blessing of the Old Testament; adversity is the blessing of
the New; which carrieth the greater benediction, and the clearer
revelation of God's favour, Yet even in the Old Testament, if you
listen to Dawvid’'s harp, you shall hear as many hearse-like airs
as carols; and the pencil of the Holy Ghost hath laboured more
in describing the afflictions of Job than the felicities of Solomon.
Prosperity is not without many fears and distastes; and adversity
is not without comforts and hopes We see in needleworks and
embroideries, it is more pleasing to have a lively work upon a sad
and solemn ground, than to have a dark and melancholy work upon
a hightsome ground: judge therefore of the pleasure of the heart
by the pleasure of the eye. Certainly virtue is like precious odours,
most fragrant when they are incensed or crushed: for prosperity doth
best discover vice; but adversity doth best discover virtue.

I



ESSAY VI
OF SIMULATION AND DISSIMULATION

DissiMULATION 15 but a famnt kind of policy or wisdom; for 1t
asketh a strong wit and a strong heart to know when to tell truth,
and to do 1t Therefore 1t 1s the weaker sort of politics that are the
great dissemblers,

Tacitus saith, Livia sorted well with the arts of her husband
and dissimulation of her son; attributing arts of policy to Augustus,
and disstmulation to Tibertus  And again, when Mucianus encourageth
Vespasian to take arms against Vitellius, he saith, We rise not
against the piercing judgment of Augustus, nor the extreme caution
or closeness of Tiberius. These properties, of arts or policy, and
dissimulation or closeness, are indeed hahits and faculties several
and to be distingmshed For 1f a man have that penetration of
judgment as he can discern what things are to be laid open, and
what to be secreted, and what to be shewed at half lights, and
to whom, and when (which indeed are arts of state and arts of life,
as Tactius well called them), to him a habit of dissimulation is a
hinderance and a poorness. But if a man cannot obtain to that
judgment, then it 1s left to him, generally, to be close, and a dis-
sembler. For where a man cannot choose or vary in particulars,
there 1t 1s good to take the safest and wariest way in general; like
the going softly by one that cannot well see Certainly the ablest
men that ever were have had all an openness and frankness of
dealing, and a name of certainty and veracity; but then they were
like horses well managed; for they could tell passing well when
to stop or turn; and at such times when they thought the case
indeed required dissimulation, if then they used it, it came to pass
that the former opmnion spread abroad of their good faith and
clearness of dealing made them almost invisible

There be three degrees of this hiding and veiling of a man’s
self. The first, closeness, reservation, and secrecy; when a man
leaveth himself without observation, or without hold to be taken,
what he is The second, dissimulation, in the negative; when a man
lets fall signs and arguments, that he 1s not that he is. And the
third, simulation, in the affirmative; when a man industriously and
expressly feigns and pretends to be that he is not.

12
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For the fact of these, secrecy: it 1s indeed the virtue of a con-
fessor; and assuredly the secret man heareth many confessions;
for who will open himself to a blab or a blabber® But i1f a man
be thought secret, 1t inviteth discovery, as the more close air
sucketh 1n the more open and as 1n confession the revealing is not
for worldly use, but for the ease of a man’s heart, so secret men
come to the knowledge of many things in that kind; while men
rather discharge their minds than impart theirr mmds In few
words, mysteries are due to secrecy Besides (to say truth) naked-
ness 1s uncomely, as well 1 mind as body, and 1t addeth no small
reverence to men’s manners and actions, 1f they be not altogether
open As for talkers and futile persons, they are commonly vain
and credulous withal. For he that talketh what he knoweth, will
also talk what he knoweth not Therefore set 1t down, that an
hahit of secrecy 1s both politic and moral And in this part, it
1s good that a man's face give his tongue leave to speak For the
discovery of a man's self by the tracts of his countenance 1s a
great weakness and betraymg, by how much 1t 1s many times more
marked and believed than a man's words

For the second, which 1s dissimulation: 1t followeth many times up-
on secrecy by a necessity, so that he that will be secret must be a dis-
sembler 1n some degree For men are too cunming to suffer .
man to keep an indifferent carriage between both, and to be secret,
without swaying the balance on either side  They will so beset
a man with questions, and draw him on, and pick 1t out of him,
that, without an absurd silence, he must shew an inclinaton one
way; or if he do not, they will gather as much by his silence as
by his speech As for equivocations, or oraculous speeches, they
cannot hold out long So that no man can be secret, except he give
himself to a little scope of dissitmulation, which 1s, as 1t were, but the
skirts or train of secrecy

But for the third degree, which is simulation and false pro-
fession: that I hold more culpable, and less politic; except 1t be
in great and rare matters And therefore a general custom of
simulation (which 1s this last degree) 1s a vice, rising either of a
natural falseness of fearfulness, or of a mind that hath some mam
faults, which because a man must needs disguse, 1t maketh him
practice simulation in other things, lest his hand should be out of
use

The great advantages of simulation and disstmulation are three
First, to lay asleep opposition, and to surprise For where a man’s
intentions are published, it 1s an alarum to call up all that are against
them The second is, to reserve to a man’s self a fair retreat
For if a man engage himself by a manifest declaration, he must
zo through, or take a fall The third 1s, the better to discover the
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mind of another. For to him that opens himself men will hardly
shew themselves adverse; but will (farr) let him go on, and turn
their freedom of speech to freedom of thought. And therefore 1t
is a good shrewd proverb of the Spamiard, Tell a lie and find a
troth; as 1f there were no way of discovery but by simulation.
There be also three disadvantages, to set it even, The first, that simula-
tion and dissimulation commonly carry with them a shew of fearful-
ness, which in any business doth spoil the feathers of round flying up
to the mark The second, that it puzzleth and perplexeth the con-
ceits of many that perhaps would otherwise co-operate with him,
and makes a man walk almost alone to his own ends The third
and greatest 15, that it depriveth a man of one of the most principal
mnstruments for action, which is trust and belief The best com-
position and temperature is to have openness in fame and opinion;
secrecy 1n habit; dissimulation 1n seasonable use; and a power to
feign, 1f there be no remedy.



ESSAY VII
OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN

THE joys of parents are secret, and so are their griefs and fears:
they cannot utter the one, nor they will not utter the other Chil-
dren sweeten labours, but they make misfortunes more bitter: they
increase the cares of life, but they mutigate the remembrance of
death. The perpetuity by generation 1s common to beasts, but
memory, merit, and noble works are proper to men. and surely a
man shall see the noblest works and foundations have proceeded from
childless men, which have sought to express the images of their
minds, where those of their bodies have failed: so the care of pos-
terity 1s most 1n them that have no posterity They that are the
first rasers of therr houses are most indulgent towards their chil-
dren; beholding them as the continuance not only of their kind but
of their work, and so both children and creatures

The difference 1n affection of parents towards their several children
is many times unequal, and sometimes unworthy, especially in the
mother; as Salomon saith, A wise son rejoiceth the father, but an
ungracious son shames the mother. A man shall see, where there
is a house full of children, one or two of the eldest respected, and
the youngest made wantons; but in the mudst some that are as 1t
were forgotten, who many times nevertheless prove the best The
iliberality of parents in allowance towards their children 1s an
harmful error; makes them base; acquaints them with shifts, makes
them sort with mean company, and makes them surfeit more when
they come to plenty: and therefore the proof 1s best, when men
keep their authority towards their children, but not their purse.
Men have a foolish manner (both parents and schoolmasters and ser-
vants) 1n creating and breeding an emulation between brothers
during childhood, which many times sorteth to discord when they
are men, and disturbeth families The Italians make Ittle difference
between children and nephews or near kinfolks, but so they be
of the lump, they care not though they pass not through their own
body And, to say truth, mn nature it 1s much a like matter, -
somuch that we see a nephew sometimes resembleth an uncle or a
kinsman more than his own parents, as the blood happens Let parents
choose betimes the vocations and courses they mean thetr children
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should take, for they are most flexible, and let them not too
much apply themselves to the disposition of their chuldren, as think-
ing they will take best to that which they have most mmnd to
It 15 true, that 1f the affection or aptness of the children e extra-
ordinary, then 1t 1s good not to cross 1t, but generally the precept
1s good, Opttmum ehige, suave ot facle dllud faciet consuetudo.
Younger Drothers are commonly fortunate, but seldom or never
where the elder are disinherited,



ESSAY VII1
OF MARRIAGE AND SINGLE LIFE

HEe that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune;
for they are impediments to great enterprises, either of virtue or
mischref ~ Certainly, the best works, and of greatest merit for
the public, have proceeded from the unmarried or childless men,
which both 1n affection and means have married and endowed the
public  Yet 1t were great reason that those that have children should
have greatest care of future times; unto which they know they must
transmut their dearest pledges Some there are, who though they
lead a single life, yet their thoughts do end with themselves, and
account future times mmpertinences Nay, there are some other
that account wife and children but as bills of charges Nay more,
there are some foolish rich covetous men that take a pride m having
no children, because they may be thought so much the richer  For
perhaps they have heard some talk, Such an one 15 a great rich
man, and another except to 1t, Yea, but he hath a great charge of
children, as if it were an abatement to his riches But the most
ordinary cause of a single life is liberty, especially in certain self-
pleasing and humorous minds, which are so sensible of every restraint
as they will go near to think their girdles and garters to be bonds
and shackles Unmarried men are best friends, best masters, best
servants, but not always best subjects, for they are hght to run
away, and almost all fugitives are of that condition A single hfe
doth well with churchmen, for charity will hardly water the ground
where 1t must first fill a pool It 1s indifferent for judges and
magistrates, for 1f they be facile and corrupt, you shall have a
servant five times worse than a wife  For soldiers, I find the
generals commonly 1n their hortatives put men m mind of ther
wives and children; and I think the desprsing of marriage amongst
the Turks maketh the vulgar soldier more base. Certamnly wife and
children are a kind of discipline of humamty; and single men, though
they be many times more charitable, because their means are less
exhaust, yet, on the other side, they are more cruel and hard-
hearted (good to make severe inquisitors), because their tenderness
1s not so oft called upon Grave natures, led by custom, and there-
fore constant, are commonly loving husbands; as was said of Ulysses,
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Vetulam suam pratulit ¥mmortalitati, Chaste women are often
proud and froward, as presunmng upon the merit of their chastity.
It 1s one of the best bonds both of chastity and obedience in the
wife, 1f she think her husband wise, which she will never do if
she finds him jealous. Wives are young men's mustresses; com-
panions for muddle age; and old men's nurses So as a man may
have a quarrel to marry when he will. But yet he was reputed one of
the wise men, that made answer to the question, when a man should
marry? A young man not yet, an elder man not at all. It is often
seen that bad husbands have very good wives; whether it be that
it raiseth the price of their husband’s kindness when 1t comes, or
that the wives take a pride in their patience But this never fails, 1f
the bad husbands were of their own choosing, agamst their friends’
consent; for then they will be sure to make good their own folly.



ESSAY IX
OF ENVY

THERE be none of the affections which have been noted to fascinate
or bewitch, but love and envy. They both have vehement wishes, they
frame themselves readily into imaginations and suggestions; and they
come easily nto the eye, especially upon the presence of the ob-
jects; which are the poimnts that conduce to fascination, 1f any
stch thing there be We see, likewise, the scripture calleth envy
an evil eye; and the astrologers call the evil influences of the stars
evil aspects; so that still there seemeth to be acknowledged, in the
act of envy, an ejaculation or irradiation of the eye Nay, some
have been so curious as to note, that the times when the stroke or
percusston of an envious eye doth most hurt, are when the party
envied is beheld in glory or triumph; for that sets an edge upon
envy; and besides, at such times the spirits of the person envied do
come forth most into the outward parts, and so meet the blow.

But leaving these curiosities (though not unworthy to be thought
on in fit place), we will handle, what persons are apt to envy others;
what persons are most subjects to be envied themselves, and what is
the difference between public and private envy.

A man that hath no virtue in himself ever envieth virtue 1n others,
For men’s minds will either feed upon their own good, or upon others’
evil, and who wanteth the one will prey upon the other; and whoso 1s
out of hope to attain to another’s virtue will seek to some at even
hand by depressing another’s fortune

A man that is busy and inquisitive is commonly envious. For to
know much of other men's matters cannot be because all that ado
may concern his own estate, therefore 1t must needs be that he taketh
a kind of play-pleasure in looking upon the fortunes of others. Neither
can he that mindeth but his own business find much matter for envy.
For envy 15 a gadding passion, and walketh the streets, and doth not
keep home: Non est curiosus, quin idem sit malevolus.

Men of noble birth are noted to be envious towards new men when
they rise. For the distance is altered; and 1t 1s like a deceit of the
eye, that when others come on they think themselves go back.

Deformed persons, and eunuchs, and old men, and bastards, are
envious. For he that cannot possibly mend his own case, will do
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what he can to impair another’s Except these defects light upon a
very brave and heroical nature, which thinketh to make his natural
wants part of his honour, 1n that it should be said, that an eunuch,
or a lame man, did such great matters, affecting the honour of a
miracle; as 1t was i Narses the eunuch, and Agesilaus and Tamber-
lanes, that were lame men

The same 1s the case of men that rise after calamities and mis-
fortunes. For they are as men fallen out with the times, and think
other men’s harms a redemption of their own sufferings

They that desire to excel in too many matters, out of levity and
vain glory, are ever envious For they cannot want work, 1t bemng
impossible but many mn some one of those things should surpass them.
Which was the character of Adrian the Emperor, that mortally envied
poets and painters and artificers 1n works wheremn he had a vemn to
excel

Lastly, near kinsfolks, and fellows in office, and those that have
been bred together, are more apt to envy their equals when they are
raised For 1t doth upbraid unto them their own fortunes, and pont-
eth at them, and cometh oftener into their remembrance, and incur-
reth likewise more into the note of others, and envy ever redoubleth
from speech and fame Cain’s envy was the more vile and malignant
towards his brother Abel, because when his sacrifice was better ac-
cepted there was nobody to loock on  Thus much for those that are
apt to envy.

Concerning those that are more or less subject to envy First,
persons of eminent virtue, when they are advanced, are less envied.
For their fortune seemeth but due unto them; and no man envieth
the payment of a debt, but rewards and liberality rather. Again,
envy 1s ever joined with the comparing of a man’s self, and where
there 1s no comparison, no envy, and therefore kings are not envied
but by kings Nevertheless 1t 1s to be noted that unworthy persons
are most envied at their first coming in, and afterwards overcome it
better, whereas, contrariwise, persons of worth and merit are most
envied when their fortune continueth long For by that time, though
their virtue be the same, yet 1t hath not the same lustre; for fresh
men grow up that darken it

Persons of noble blood are less envied in their rising; for it seem-
eth but right done to their birth Besides, there seemeth not much
added to their fortune; and envy 1s as the sunbeams, that beat hotter
upon a bank or steep rising ground, than upon a flat. And for the
same reason those that are advanced by degrees are less envied than
those that are advanced suddenly and per saltum.

Those that have joined with their honour great travails, cares, or
perils, are less subject to envy For men think that they earn their
honours hardly, and pity them sometimes; and pity ever healeth envy.
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Wherefore you shall observe that the more deep and sober sort of
politic persons, in their greatness, are ever bemoaning themselves,
what a life they lead, chanting a quanta patimur Not that they feel
1t so, but only to abate the edge of envy But this 15 to be understood
of business that 1s lard upon men, and not such as they call unto them-
selves. For nothing increaseth envy more than an unnecessary and
ambitious engrossing of business And nothing doth extinguish envy
more than for a great person to preserve all other inferior officers
in their full nghts and pre-emmences of their places For by that
means there be so many scrcens between him and envy.

Above all, those are most subject to envy, which carry the great-
ness of therr fortunes m an msolent and proud manner, being never
well but while they are shewing how great they are, either hy outward
pomp, or by triumphing over all opposition or competition, whereas
wise men will rather do sacrifice to envy, mn suffering themselves
sometimes of purpose to be crossed and overborne in things that do
not much concern them. Notwithstanding, so much 1s true, that the
carriage of greatness 1s a plain and open manner (so 1t be without
arrogancy and vam-glory) doth draw less envy than 1if 1t be in a
more crafty and cunning fashion For in that course a man doth
but disavow fortune, and seemeth to be conscrous of his own want 1n
worth, and doth but teach others to envy him

Lastly, to conclude this part, as we said in the begmmng that
the act of envy had somewhat m 1t of witcheraft, so there 15 no other
cure of envy but the cure of witchcraft, and that 15, to remove the
lot (as they call 1t) and to lay it upon another For which purpose
the wiser sort of great persons bring m ever upon the stage somebody
upon whom to derive the envy that would come upon themselves,
sometimes upon numisters and servants, sometimes upon colleagues
and associates, and the like; and for that turn there are never want-
ing some persons of violent and undertaking natures, who, so they
may have power and business, will take 1t at any cost

Now to speak of public envy There 15 yet some good in public
envy, whereas 1n private there 1s none For public envy 1s as an
ostracism, that eclipscth men when they grow too great And there-
fore 1t 1s a bridle also to great ones, to keep them within bounds

This envy, being in the Latin word mwidia, goeth mn the modern
languages by the name of discontentment: of which we shall speak
handling Sedition It is a disease in the state like to mfection  For
as nfection spreadeth upon that which is sound, and taimnteth 1t, so
when envy is gotten once into a state, it traduceth even the best
actions thereof, and turneth them into an 1ll odour And therefore
there is litle won by intermingling of plausible actions For that doth
argue but a weakness and fear of envy, which hurteth so much the
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more, as it is likewise usual in infections; which if you fear them,
you call them upon you

This public envy seemeth to beat chiefly upon principal officers
or munssters, rather than upon kings and estates themselves. But this
is a sure rule, that 1f the envy upon the mimsters be great, when the
cause of 1t m him 1s small, or 1f the envy be general mn a manner
upon all the miisters of an estate; then the envy (though hidden) is
truly upon the estate itself And so much of public envy or dis-
contentment, and the difference thereof from private envy, which was
handled 1n the first place.

We will add this, in general, touching the affection of envy, that
of all other affections it is the most importune and continual. For
of other affections there is occasion given but now and then. And
therefore it was well said, Invidia festos dies non agit  For it 1s ever
working upon some or other. And 1t is also noted that love and
envy do make a man pine, which other affections do not, because
they are not so continual. It is also the vilest affection, and the
most depraved, for which cause 1t 1s the proper attribute of the
devil, who 1s called The envious man, that soweth tares amongst
the wheat by mght: as it always cometh to pass, that envy worketh
subtilly, and in the dark, and to the prejudice of good things, such
as is the wheat,



ESSAY X
OF LOVE

THE stage is more beholding to love than the life of man For
as to the stage, love 1s ever matter of comedies, and now and then
of tragedies. but m life 1t doth much nuschief; sometimes hke a
siren, sometimes like a fury. You may observe, that amongst all the
great and worthy persons (whereof the memory remameth, either
anctent or recent), there is not one that hath been transported to
the mad degree of love; which shows that great spirits and great
business do keep out this weak passion  You must except, neverthe-
less, Marcus Antonius, the half partner of the empire of Rome, and
Appuus Claudius, the decemvir and lawgiver: whereof the former was
indeed a voluptuous man, and mordinate; but the latter was an austere
and wise man and therefore 1t seems (though rarely) that love can
find entrance not only mto an open heart, but also into a heart
well fortified, if watch be not well kept. It 1s a poor saying of Epicurus,
Satis magnum alter altcry theatrum swmus* as 1f man, made for the
contemplation of heaven and all noble objects, should do nothing but
kneel before the httle idol, and make himself subject, though not
of the mouth( as beasts are), yet of the eye, which was given them
for higher purposes. It is a strange thing to note the excess of this
passion, and how 1t braves the nature and value of things, by this,
that the speaking 1n a perpetual hyperbole 1s comely in nothing but
in love. Neither 1s 1t merely 1n the phrase, for whereas 1t hath been
well said that the arch-flatterer, with whom all the petty flatterers
have intelligence, is a man’s self, certamnly the lover 1s more For
there was never proud man thought so absurdly well of mimself as
the lover doth of the person loved: and therefore 1t was well said,
That 1t is impossible to love and to be wise Neither doth this weak-
ness appear to others only, and not to the party loved, but to the
loved most of all, except the love be reciproque For 1t 1s a true rule,
that love 1s ever rewarded either with the reciproque or with an in-
ward and secret contempt By how much the more men ought to
beware of this passion, which loseth not only other things, but itself
As for the other losses, the poet's relation doth well figure them:
That he that preferred Helena, quitted the gifts of Juno and Pallas,
For whosever esteemeth too much of amorous affection, quitteth both

23



24 ESSAYS

riches and wisdom  This passion hath his floods 1n the very times of
weakness, which are great prosperity and great adversity (though
this latter hath been less observed) : both which times kindle love, and
make 1t more fervent, and therefore show 1t to be the child of
folly. They do best, who, 1f they cannot but admut love, yet make
it keep quarter, and sever 1t wholly from their sertous affairs and
actions of life; for 1f it check once with business, 1t troubleth men's
fortunes, and maketh men that they can no ways be true to their own
ends I know not how, but martial men are given to love: I think
it 15 but as they are given to wme, for perils commonly ask to he
paid 1 pleasures. There 1s 1 man’s nature a secret nclnation and
motion towards love of others, which, 1f 1t be not spent upon somc
one or a few, doth naturally spread itself towards many, and maketh
men become humane and charitable, as 1t 15 seen sometime in friars
Nuptial love maketh mankind, friendly love perfecteth 1t; but wanton
love corrupteth and embaseth 1.



ESSAY XI
OF GREAT PLACE

MEeN in great places are thrice servants servants of the sovereign
or state, servants of fame; and servants of business So as they
have no freedom, neither 1n their persons, nor 1n their actions, nor m
their times. It 1s a strange desire, to seek power and to lose Iiberty,
or to seek power over others and to lose power over a man's self. The
ristng unto place 1s laborious, and by pamns men come to greater
pains; and 1t 15 sometimes base, and by indignities men come to
dignittes  The standing is shppery; and the regress is either a down-
fall, or at least an eclipse, which 1s a melancholy thing.  Cum non sis
qu1 fueris, non esse cur velis mvere  Nay, retire men cannot when
they would; neither will they when 1t were reason; but are impatient
of privateness, even in age and sickness, which require the shadow:
Iike old townsmen, that will be still sitting at their street door, though
thereby they offer age to scorn Certainly, great persons had need
to borrow other men’s opinions, to think themselves happy; for if
they judge by their own feeling, they cannot find 1t: but 1f they think
with themselves what other men think of them, and that other men
would fain be as they are, then they are happy as it were by report,
when perhaps they find the contrary within, For they are the first
that find their own griefs, though they be the last that find their
own faults. Certainly, men in great fortunes are strangers to them-
selves, and while they are in the puzzle of business they have no time
to tend their health, either of body or mind Ili mors gravis 1ncubat,
qui, notus mymis ommbus, sgnotus moritur stbi  In place there 15
licence to do good and evil; whereof the latter is a curse: for 1n evil
the best condition is not to will, the second not to can. But power to
do good 15 the true and lawful end of aspiring. For good thoughts
(though God accept them) yet towards men are little better than
good dreams, except they be put 1n act; and that cannot be without
power and place, as the vantage and commanding ground. Merit and
good works is the end of man’s motion; and conscience of the same
1s the accomplishment of man’s rest. For 1f a man can be partaker
of God’s theatre, he shall likewise be partaker of God's rest Et con-
versus Deus, ut aspicerct opera que fecerunt mamus sua, vidst quod
ommnia esscnt bona nimis; and then the Sabbath. In the discharge
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of thy place, set before thee the best examples; for imitation is a
globe of precepts. And after a time set before thee thine own example;
and examine thyself strictly, whether thou didst not best at first.
Neglect not also the examples of those that have carried themselves
il 1n the same place, not to set off thyself by taxing their memory,
but to direct thyself what to avoid. Reform, therefore, without
bravery or scandal of former times and persons; but yet set 1t down
to thyself as well to create good precedents as to follow them. Re-
duce things to the first mnstitution, and observe wheremn and how they
have degenerate; but yet ask counsel of both times; of the ancient
time, what 1s best; and of the latter time, what 1s fittest Seek to
make thy course regular, that men may know beforehand what they
may expect; but be not too positive and peremptory; and express thy-
self well when thou digressest from thy rule Preserve the right of
thy place, but stir not questions of jurisdiction: and rather assume
thy right in silence and de facto, than voice 1t with claims and chal-
lenges. Preserve likewise the rights of inferior places, and think 1t
more honour to direct in chief than to be busy in all. Embrace and
mvite helps and advices touching the execution of thy place; and do
not drive away such as bring thee information as meddlers, but ac-
cept of them 1n good part The vices of authority are chiefly four-
delays, corruption, roughness, and facility For delays, give easy
access; keep times appointed, go through with that which 1s 1n hand;
and interlace not business but of necessity. For corruption; do not
only bind thine own hands or thy servants’ hands fiom taking, but
bind the hands of suitors also from offering. For integrity used doth
the one; but integrity professed, and with a manifest detestation of
bribery; doth the other And avoid not only the fault, but the sus-
picion. Whosoever 1s found variable, and changeth manifestly with-
out manifest cause, giveth suspicion of corruption. Therefore always
when thou changest thine opinion or course, profess it plamnly and
declare it, together with the reasons that move thee to change; and
do not think to steal it. A servant or a favourite, if he be inward,
and no other apparent cause of esteem, 1s commonly thought but a
by-way to close corruption. For roughness, 1t 1s a needless cause of
discontent: severity breedeth fear, but roughness breedeth hate
Even reproofs from authority ought to be grave, and not taunting
As for facility, it is worse than bribery. For bribes come but now and
then; but 1f importunity or 1dle respects lead a man, he shall never
be without. As Salomon saith: To respect persons is not good; for
such a man will transgress for a piece of bread. It is most true that
was anciently spoken, A place sheweth the man: and 1t sheweth some
to the better, and some to the worse. Omnium consensu capax tmperts,
nisi imprasset, saith Tacitus of Galba; but of Vespasian he saith,
Solus tmperantium Vespasianus mutatus in melus: though the one
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was meant of sufficiency, the other of manners and affection It 15 an
assured sign of a worthy and generous spirit, whom honour amends.
For honour 1s, or should be, the place of virtue, and as in nature
things move violently to their place, and calmly n their place; so
virtue 1n ambition is violent, m authority settled and calm Al rising
to great place 1s by a winding starr, and 1f there be factions, 1t 15
good to side a man’s self whilst he 1s in the rising, and to balance
himself when he 1s placed. Use the memory of thy predecessor fairly
and tenderly; for if thou dost not, 1t 1s a debt will sure be paid when
thou are gone. If thou have colleagues, respect them, and rather
call them when they look not for 1t, than exclude them when they
have reason to look to be called Be not too sensible or to remember-
ing of thy place 1n conversation and private answers to suitors; but
let it rather be said, When he sits in place he is another man.



ESSAY XI1
OF BOLDNESS

It is a trivial grammar-school text, but yet worthy a wise man's
consideration  Question was asked of Demosthenes, what was the
chief part of an orator? he answered, action: what next? action
what next agan? action He said 1t that knew 1t best, and had by
nature himself no advantage in that he commended A strange thing,
that that part of an orator which 1s but superficial, and rather the
virtue of a player, should be placed so high above those other noble
parts of invention, elocution, and the rest, nay, almost alone, as
if it were all m all. But the reason 1s plan  There is in human
nature generally more of the fool than of the wise; and therefore
those faculties by which the foolish part of men’s minds 15 taken are
most potent Wonderful like 15 the case of holdness 1n ctvil business.
what first? boldness what second and third? boldness And yet bold-
ness 15 a child of ignorance and baseness, far inferior to other parts
But nevertheless 1t doth fascmate and bhind hand and foot those
that are either shallow in judgment or weak in courage, which are
the greatest part, yea, and prevaileth with wise men at weak times
Therefore we see it hath done wonders m popular states, but with
senates and princes less and more ever upon the first entrance of
bold persons into action than soon after, for boldness 1s an 1l
keeper of promise Surely, as there are mountebanks for the natural
hody, so are there mountebanks for the politic body, men that under-
take great cures, and perhaps have been lucky in two or three ex-
periments, but want the grounds of science, and therefore cannot hold
out Nay, you shall see a bold fellow many times do Mahomet's
miracle Mahomet made the people believe that he would call an
hill to him, and from the top of 1t offer up his prayers for the observ-
ers of huis law. The people assembled, Mahomet called the hill to
come to him, again and again; and when the hill stood still, he was
never a whit abashed, but said, If the hill will not come to Mahomet,
Mahomet will go to the hill  So these men, when they have promised
great matters and failed most shamefully, yet (1f they have the per-
fection of boldness) they will but shght 1t over, and make a turn, and
no more ado. Certainly, to men of great judgements, bold persons
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are a sport to behold; nay, and to be vulgar also, boldness hath some-
what of the ridiculous For if absurdity be the subject of laughter,
doubt you not but great boldness 1s seldom without some absurdity
Especially 1t is a sport to see, when a bold fellow 1s out of coun-
tenance, for that puts his face into a most shrunken and wooden
posture, as needs 1t must; for in bashfulness the spirits do a lhttle
go and come, but with bold men, upon like occasion, they stand at a
stay, like a stale at chess, where 1t 1s no mate, but yet the game can-
not stir. But this last were fitter for a satire than for a serious ob-
servation This is well to be weighed, that boldness is ever biind;
for 1t seeth not dangers and inconvemences Therefore 1t is ill n
counsel, good 1n execution, so that the right use of bold persons is,
that they never command in chief, but be seconds, and under the
direction of others. For in counsel 1t 1s good to see dangers; and in
execution not to see them, except they be very great.

XIv



ESSAY XIII
OF GOODNESS, AND GOODNESS OF NATURE

I TAKE goodness in this sense, the affecting of the weal of men,
which 1s that the Grecians call philanthropia, and the word humanity
(as it 1s used) 1s a little too light to express it  Goodness I call the
habit, and goodness of nature the inclation. This, of all virtues and
dignities of the mind, is the greatest, being the character of the
Diety; and without 1t man is a busy, mischievous, wretched thing, no
better than a kind of vermin. Goodness answers to the theological
virtue charity, and admits no excess, but error. The desire of power
in excess caused the angels to fall; the desire of knowledge in excess
caused man to fall; but in charity there is no excess; neither can
angel or man come in danger by it. The inclmation to goodness is
imprinted deeply in the nature of man; insomuch that 1f 1t 1ssue not
towards men, 1t will take unto other living creatures, as it is seen in
the Turks, a cruel people, who nevertheless are kind to beasts, and
give alms to dogs and birds; insomuch as Busbechius reporteth, a
Christian boy 1 Constantinople had like to have been stoned for
gagging 1n a waggishness a long-billed fow] Errors indeed in this
virtue of goodness or charity may be committed The Italians have
an ungracious proverb, Tanto buon che val mente: So good, that he
is good for nothing. And one of the doctors of Italy, Nicholas
Machiavel, had the confidence to put in writing, almost in plain terms,
That the Christian faith had given up good men in prey to those that
are tyrannical and unjust. Which he spake, because indeed there
was never law, or sect, or opinion, did so much magnify goodness as
the Christian religion doth. Therefore, to avoid the scandal and the
danger both, it is good to take knowledge of the errors of an habit
so excellent. Seek the good of other men, but be not in bondage
to their faces or fancies; for that is but facility or softness; which
taketh an honest mind prisoner Neither give thou Asop’s cock a
gem, who would be better pleased and happier if he had had a
barley-corn The example of God teacheth the lesson truly: He
sendeth his rain, and maketh his sun to shine, upon the just and un-
just; but he doth not rain wealth, nor shine honour and virtues, upon
men equally, Common benefits are to be communicate with all, but
peculiar benefits with choice. And beware how in making the por-
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tratture thou breakest the pattern; for divimty maketh the love of
ourselves the pattern, the love of our neighbors but the portraiture
Sell all thou hast, and give 1t to the poor, and follow me: but sell
not all thou hast, except thou come and follow me, that 15, except
thou have a vocation wheremn thou mayest do as much good with little
means as with great, for otherwise in {feeding the streams thou driest
the fountain Neither 1s there only a habit of goodness, directed
by right reason, but there is 1n some men, even in nature, a disposi-
tion towards 1it, as on the other side there is a natural maligmity.
For there be that in their nature do not affect the good of others
The lighter sort of mahgmty turneth but to a crossness, of froward-
ness, or aptness to oppose or difhculties, or the like, but the deepe:
sort, to envy and mere mischief ~ Such men 1n other men's calamties
are, as 1t were, 1 season, and are ever on the loading part; not so
good as the dogs that licked Lazarus' sores, but like flies that are
still buzzing upon anything that 15 raw; misanthropi, that make it
their practice to bring men to the bough, and yet have never a tree
for the purpose 1n their gardens, as Timon had ~ Such dispositions are
the very errors of human nature, and yet they are the fittest timber
to make great pohtics of, like to knee-timber, that is good for ships
that are ordamned to be tossed, but not for bulding houses that
shall stand firm The parts and signs of goodness are many If
a man be gracious and courteous to strangers, 1t shews he is a citizen
of the world, and that his heart 1s no wland cut off from other lands,
but a contment that joins to them. If he be compassionate towards
the afflictions of others, 1t shews that his heart 15 Iike the noble
tree, that is wounded itself when 1t gives the balm  If he easily par-
dons and remits offences, 1t shews that his mind is planted above
njuries, so that he cannot be shot If he be thankful for small
benefits it shews that he weighs men’s minds, and not their trash
But above all, 1f he have St Paul's perfection, that he would wish to
be an anathema from Christ for the salvation of his brethren, it shews
much of a divine nature, and a kind of conformity with Christ
himself,



ESSAY XIV
OF NORILITY

WE will speak of nobility first as a portion of an estate; then as
a condition of particular persons. A monarchy wlhere there is no
nobihty at all, 1s ever a purce and absolute tyranny, as that of the
Turks For nobility attempers sovereignty, and draws the eyes
of the people somewhat aside from the hne royal But for democ-
racies, they need it not, and they are commonly more quiet and less
subject to sedition, than where there are strips of nobles For men’s
eyes are upon the business, and not upon the persons; or 1f upon
the persons, 1t is for the busmness’ sake, as fittest, and not for flags
and pedigree We see the Switzers last well notwithstanding their
diversity of religion and of cantons, For utility 1s their bond, and
not respects The united provinces of the Low countries n then
government excel; for where there is an equality, the consultations
are more indifferent, and the payments and tributes more cheerful
A great and potent nobility addeth majesty to a monarch, but dimin-
isheth power; and putteth life and spirit into the people, but presseth
their fortune It 1s well when nobles are not too great for sover-
eignty, nor for justice; and yet mamntained in that height, as the
insolency of mferiors may be broken upon them before 1t come on too
fast upon the majesty of kings A numerous nobility causeth poverty
and 1nconvenience 1n a state, for 1t 1s a surcharge of expense; and
besides, 1t bemng of necessity that many of the nohihity fall in time to
be weak m foriune, 1t maketh a kind of disproportion between honour
and means.

As for nobility 1 particular persons; it is a reverend thing to see an
anctent castle or building not 1n decay, or to see a fair timber-tree
sound and perfect: how much more to behold an ancient noble
famuly, which hath stood agamst the waves and weathers of time,
For new nobility 1s but the act of power, but ancient nobility is the
act of time Those that are first raised to nobility are commonly
more virtuous, but less innocent, than their descendants; for there
is rarely any rising but by a commixture of good and evil arts. But
it 1s reason the memory of their virtues remain to their posterity, and
their faults die with themselves Nobility of birth commonly abateth
industry, and he that is not industrious envieth him that 15 Besides,
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noble persons cannot go much higher, and he that standeth at a st
when others rise, can hardly avoid motions of envy. On the other
side, nobility extinguisheth the passive envy from others towards
them; because they are m possession of honour  Certamly, kings
that have able men of their nobihity <hall find ease m employing them,
and a better shde mn their busmess, for people naturally bend to them,
as born 1 some sort to command.



ESSAY XV
OF SEDITIONS AND TROUBLES

SuepHERDS of people had need Lnow the kalendars of tempests in
state; which are commonly greatest when things grow to equalty;
as natural tempests are greatest about the ZAquinoctie And as there
are certain hollow blasts of wind and secret swellings of seas before
a tempest, so are there 1n states*

—Ille etham cacos wnstare tumulius
Sape monct, fraudesque et operta tumescere bella.

Libels and licentious discourses against the state, when they are
frequent and open; and 1n hke sort, false news, often running up and
down, to the disadvantage of the state, and hastily embraced; are
amongst the signs of troubles  Virgil, gning the pedigree of Fame,
saith she was sister to the Giants:

Ilam Terra parens, ird arritata Deorum,
Fxtremam (ut perhibent) Cwo Enccladogue sororem
Progenwt.—

As if fames were the relics of seditions past; but they are no
less, indeed, the preludes of seditions to come. Howsoever, hie noteth
1t right, that sedittous tumults and seditious fames differ no more but
as brother and sister, masculine and femimine; especally 1f 1t come to
that, that the best actions of a state, and the most plausible, and
which ought to give greatest contentment, are taken 1n 1l sense, and
traduced: for that shews the envy great, as Tacitus saith, Conflatd
magnd murdid, seu bene male gesta premunt, Nether doth 1t fol-
low, that because these fames are a sign of troubles, that the suppress-
ing of them with too much severity should be a remedy of troubles.
For the despising of them many times checks them best; and the going
about to stop them doth but make a wonder long-lived. Also that
kind of obedience, which Tacitus speaketh of, 1s to be held suspected:
Erant in officio, sed tamen quv mallent mandata imperantium wnterpre-
tan, quam exequn* disputing, excusmg, cavilling upon mandates and
directions, is a kind of shaking off the yoke, and assay of disobedience;
especially 1f 1n those disputings they which are for the direction speak
fearfully and tenderly, and those that are against 1t audaciously.
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Also, as Machiavel noteth well, when princes, that ought to be
common parents, make themselves as a party, and lean to a side, 1t is
as a boat that 1s overthrown by uneven weight on the one side; as
was well seen 1n the time of Henry the Third of France: for first
himself entered league for the extirpation of the Protestants, and
presently after the same league was turned upon himself For when
the authority of princes 1s made but an accessory to a cause, and that
there be other bands that tie faster than the band of sovereignty,
kings begin to be put almost out of possession.

Also, when discords and quarrels and factions are carried openly
and audaciously, 1t 1s a sign the reverence of government 15 lost
For the motions of the greatest persons in a government ought to be
as the motions of the planets under primium mobile, according to the
old opinion, which is, that every of them is carried swiftly by the
highest motion, and softly in their own motion. And therefore, when
great ones m their own particular motion move violently, and, as
Tacitus expresseth it well, liberius quam ut imperantium meminissent,
it 15 a sign the orbs are out of frame For reverence 1s that where-
with princes are girt from God, who threateneth the dissolving
thereof : Solvam cingula regum

So when any of the four pillars of government are mainly shaken
or weakened (which are religion, justice, counsel, and treasure),
men had need to pray for fairr weather. But let us pass from this
part of predictions (concerning which, nevertheless, more hight may
be taken from that which followeth), and let us speak first of the
materials of seditions, then of the motives of them, and thirdly of the
remedies.

Concerning the materials of seditions. It is a thing well to be
considered; for the surest way to prevent seditions (if the times do
bear 1t) 1s to take away the matter of them For if there be fuel
prepared, it 1s hard to tell whence the spark shall come that shall set
it on fire The matter of seditions is of two kinds; much poverty
and much discontentment It is certain, so many overthrown estates,
so many votes for troubles. Lucan noteth well that state of Rome
before the civil war:

Hinc usura wvorax, rapidumque in tempore fanus,
Hinc concussa fides, et multis utile bellum.

This same multis utile bellum 1s an assured and infallible sign of a
state disposed to seditions and troubles. And if this poverty and
broken estate in the better sort be joined with a want and necessity in
the mean people, the danger 1s imminent and great. For the rebell-
wons of the belly are the worst. As for discontentments, they are
i the politic body like to humours in the natural, which are apt to
grther a preternatural heat and to inflame. And let no prince meas-
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ure the danger of them by this, whether they be just or unjust, for
that were to 1magne people to be too reasonable, who do often spurn
at their own good: nor yet by this, whether the griefs whereupon they
rise be imn fact great or small; for they are the most dangerous dis-
contentments where the fear 1s greater than the feeling. Dolendi
modous, tumends non item. Besides, 1n great oppressions, the same
things that provoke patience, do withal mate the courage; but in fears
it 1s not so Neither let any prince or state be secure concerming
discontentments, because they have been often, or have been long,
and yet no peril hath ensued: for as 1t 1s true that every vapour or
fume doth not turn into a storm, so 1t 1s nevertheless true that storms,
though they blow over divers times, yet may fall at last; and, as the
Spanish proverb noteth well, The cord breaketh at the last by the
weakest pull.

The causes and motives of seditions are: innovation in religion;
taxes, alteration of laws and customs, breaking of privileges, gen-
eral oppression, adancement of unworthy persons; strangers; dearths,
disbanded soldiers; factions grown desperate; and whatsoever, 1n
offending people, joineth and kmtteth them in a common cause.

For the remedies; there may be some general preservatives, whereof
we will speak, as for the just cure, 1t must answer to the particular
disease, and so be left to counsel rather than rule.

The first remedy or prevention 1s to remove by all means possible
that material cause of sedition wheteof we spake; which 1s want and
poverty in the estate. To which purpose serveth the opeming and
well-balancing of trade; the cherishing of manufacturers; the ban-
1shing of idleness; the repressing of waste and excess by sumptuary
laws, the improvement and husbanding of the soil: the regulating of
prices of things vendible; the moderating of taxes and tributes; and
the like Generally, 1t is to be foreseen that the population of a
kingdom (especially if it be not mown down by wars) do not
exceed the stock of the kingdom which should maintain them
Neither 1s the population to be reckoned only by number; for a smal-
ler number, that spend more and earn less, do wear out an estate
sooner than a greater number, that live lower and gather more
Therefore the multiplying nobility and other degrees of quality, n
an over-proportion to the common people, doth speedily bring a state
to necessity, and so doth likewise all overgrown clergy, for they bring
ncthing to the stock, and in like manner, when more are bred
scholars than preferments can take off.

It 1s likewise to be remembered that, forasmuch as the increase of
any estate must be upon the foreigner (for whatsoever is somewhere
gotten 1s somewhere lost), there be but three things which one nation
selleth unto another: the commodity as nature yieldeth 1t; the manu-
facture; and the vecture or carriage. So that if these three wheels
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go, wealth will flow as in a spring tide. And 1t cometh many times
to pass that matcriam superabit opus, that the work and carriage 1s
more worth than the material, and enricheth a state more; as 1s
notably seen in the Low-Countrymen, who have the best mines above
ground mn the world.

Above all things, good policy is to be used, that the treasure and
moneys in a state be not gathered into few hands TFor otherwise a
state may have a great stock, and yet starve. And moncy 15 hke
muck, not good except 1t be spread. This 1s done chiefly by suppress-
ing, or at the least keeping a strait hand upon the devouring trades
of usury, engrossing, great pasturages, and the like.

For removing discontentments, or at least the danger of them
There 15 1n every state (as we know) two portions of subjects, the
noblesse and the commonalty When one of these 15 discontent, the
danger is not great; for common people are of slow motion, 1f they
be not excited by the,greater sort; and the greater <ort are of <mall
strength, except the multitude be apt and ready to move of themselves
Then 1s the danger, when the greater sort do but wait for the troubling
of the waters amongst the meaner, that then they may declate them-
selves, The poets feign, that the rest of the gods would have bound
Jupiter; which he hearing of, by the counsel of Pallas sent for
Briareus, with his hundred hands, to come 1 to his aid  An emblem,
no doubt, to shew how «afe 1t 15 for monarchs to make sure of the
good will of common people

To give moderate liberty for griefs and discontentments to evap-
orate ( so it be without too great msolency or bravery) 1s safe way
For he that turneth the humours back, and maketh the wound bleed
mnwards, endangereth malign ulcers and pernicious mnpostumations

The part of Epimetheus mought well become Prometheus, m the
case of discontentments; for there is not a better provision aganst
them Epimetheus, when griefs and evils flew abroad, at last shut
the lid, and kept hope in the bottom of the vessel Certainly, the
politic and artificial nourishing and entertaiming of hopes, and carry
ing men from hopes to hopes, is one of the best antidotes against the
poison of discontentments And 1t 15 a certain sign of a wise govern-
ment and proceeding when 1t can hold men's hearts by hopes, when it
cannot by satisfaction; and when 1t can handle things in such manner,
as no evil shall appear so peremptory but that it hath some outlet of
hope : which is the less hard to do, because both particular persons and
factions are apt enough to flatter themselves, or at least to brave that
which they believe not.

Also, the foresight and prevention, that there Le no hikely or fit
head whereunto discontented persons may resort, and under whom
they may join, 1s a known but an excellent point of caution T under-
stand a fit head to be one that hath greatness and reputation; that
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hath confidence with the discontented party, and upon whom they
turn their eyes, and that 1s thought discontented 1n his own particular,
which kind of persons are either to be won and reconciled to the state,
and that 1n a fast and true manner; or to be fronted with some other
of the same party, that may oppose them, and so divide the reputa-
tion. Generally, the dividing and breaking of all factions and com-
binations that are adverse to the state, and setting them at distance
or at least distrust amongst themselves, is not one of the worst reme-
dies. For 1t 15 a desperate case, 1f those that hold with the preceed-
ing of the state be full of discord and faction, and those that are
against 1t be entire and united.

I have noted that some witty and sharp speeches which have fallen
from princes have given fire to seditions, Caesar did himself nfimte
hurt in that speech, Sylla nescient hitteras, non potwt dictare, for it
did utterly cut off that hope which men had entertained, that he would
at one time or other give over his dictatorship. Galba undid himself
by that speech, Legi a se militen, non emn, for it put the soldiers out
of hope of the donative, Probus likewise, by that speech, St v1xero,
non opus crit emplus Romano imperio miltibus: a speech of great
despair for the soldiers. And many the lke, Surely princes had
need, 1n tender matters and ticklish times, to beware what they say;
espectally 1 these short speeches, which fly abroad like darts, and are
thought to be shot out of their secret intentions, For as for large
discourses, they are flat things, and most so much noted.

Lastly, let princes, aganst all events, not be without some great
person, one or rather more, of military valour, near unto them, for
the repressing of seditions in their begmnings. For without that,
there useth to be more trepidation 1n court upon the first breaking out
of troubles than were fit, And the state runneth the danger of that
which Tacitus sath: Afque 1s habitus ammorum furt, ut pessimum
facinus auderent pauct, plures vellent, omnes paterentur. But let such
military persons be assured, and well reputed of, rather than factious
and popular, holding also good correspondence with the other great
men 1n the state; or else the remedy 1s worse than the disease.



ESSAY XVI
OF ATHEISM

I nap rather believe all the fables in the Legend, and the Talmud,
and the Alcoran, than that this universal frame 1s without a mund
And therefore God never wrought nuracle to convince atheism, be-
cause his ordmnary works convince 1t It 1s true, that a little phi-
losophy 1nclmeth man’s mind to athetsm; but depth in philosophy
bringeth men’s nunds about to religion: for while the mind of man
looketh upon second causes scattered, 1t may sometimes rest i them,
and go no further; but when it beholdeth the chain of them, con-
federate and linked together, it must needs fly to Providence and
Diety. Nay, even that <chool which 15 most accused of atheism
doth most demonstrate religion; that 1s, the school of Leucippus and
Democritus and Epicrus. For it is a thousand times more credible,
that four mutable elements and one immutable fifth essence, duly and
eternally placed, need no God, than that an army of mfimte small
portions or seeds unplaced should have produced this order and beauty
without a divine marshal The Scripture saith, The fool hath said
mn his heart, there 15 no God. 1t 1s not said, The fool hath thought n
his heart: so as he rather saith it by rote to himself, as that he would
have, than that he can thoroughly believe 1t, or be persuaded of 1,
For none deny there is a God but those for whom it maketh that
there were no God Tt appeareth in nothing more, that atheism 1s
rather in the lip than in the heart of man, than by this, that atheists
will ever be talking of that their opinion, as 1f they fainted in 1t
within themselves, and would be glad to be strengthened by the con-
sent of others: nay more, you shall have atheists strive to get disciples
as it fareth with other sects. and, which 1 most of all, you shall
have of them that will suffer for atheism, and not recant, whereas, 1f
they did truly think that there were no such thing as God, why should
they trouble themselves? Epicurus 1s charged that he did but dis-
semble for his credit’s sake, when he affirmed there were blessed na-
tures, but such as enjoyed themselves without having respect to the
government of the world Wherein they say he did temporise, though
1n secret he thought there was no God But certamnly he 1s traduced;
for his words are noble and divine Non deos vulgt negare profanum,
s2d vulgs opimsones dus applicare profanum. Plato could have said
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no more And although he had the confidence to deny the administra-
tion, he had not the power to deny the naturc. The Indians of the
West have names for their particular gods, though they have no name
for God: as 1f the heathens should have had the names Jupiter,
Apollo, Mars, &c, but not the word Deus which shews that even
those barbarous pecople have the notion, though they have not the
latitude and extent of 1t So that against atheists the very savages
take part with the very subtilest philosophers The contemplative
atheist 1s rare; a Diagoras, a Bion, a Lucian perhaps, and some
others, and yet they seem to be more than they are, for all that
mpugn a recetved religion, or superstition, are, by the adverse part,
branded with the name of atheists But the great atheists indeed are
hypocrites; which are ever handling holy things, but without feeling,
so as they must needs be cauterized in the end The causes of atheism
are: divisions 1 religion, 1f they be many, for any one main division
addeth zeal to both sides, but many divisions introduce atheism
Another is, scandal of priests, when 1t 1s come to that which S
Bernard saith. Non est jam dicere, ut populus, sic sacerdos, quia nec
sic populus, ut sacerdos A third is, custom of profanc scoffing in
holy matters, which doth by Iittle and httle deface the reverence of
religion And lastly, learned times, specially with peace and pros-
perity; for troubles and adversities do more bow men's mmnds to
religion. They that deny a God destroy man’s nobility, for certainly
man 1s of kin to the beasts by his body, and if he be not kin to God
by his spirit, he 1s a base and ignoble creature. It destroys hikewise
magnanimity, and the raising of human nature, for take an example
of a dog, and mark what a generosity and courage he will put on when
he finds himself mamtammed by a man, who to him 1s in stead of a
god, or melior matwa; which courage is manifestly such as that
creature, without that confidence of a better nature than his own,
could never attamn. So man, when he resteth and assureth himself
upon divine protection and favour, gathereth a force and faith which
human nature 1 1itself could not obtain  Therefore, as atheism is in
all respects hateful, so m this, that 1t depriveth human nature of the
means to exalt itself above human frailty As it 1s m particular
persons, so 1t is in nations. never was there such a state for mag-
nanimity as Rome of this state hear what Cicero saith. Quam
volumus licet, patres conscripli, nos amemus, t@mcn wec Rumero His-
panos, nec robore Gallos, nec calliditate Panos, necartibus Gracos,
nec demque hoc spsos hugus gentis et terre domestico nativoque sensu
Italos 1psos et Latnos, sed pretate, as religione, atque hoc und
sapientia quod Deorum immortalium num ine ommia regs gubernarique
perspeximus, omnes genics nationesque SUPEYQUIMuS.



ESSAY XVII
OF SUPERSTITION

IT were better to have no opinon of God at all, than such an
optnion as 1s unworthy of him for the one 1s unbehef, the other 15
contumely and certainly superstition 1s the reproach of the Diety
Plutarch saith well to that purpose. Surely (saith he) I had rather a
great deal men should say there was no such man at all as Plutarch,
than that they should say that there was one Plutarch that would
eat his children as soon as they were born, as the poets speak of
Saturn  And as the contumely 15 greater towards God, so the danger
1s greater towards men  Atheism leaves a man to sense, to philosophy,
to natural prety, to laws, to reputation, all which may be guides to an
outward moral virtue, though religion were not, but superstition dis-
mounts all these, and erecteth an absolute monarchy m the nunds of
men.  Therefore atheism did never perturb states, for it makes men
wary of themselves, as looking no further and we see the times m-
clined to atheism (as the time of Augustus Ceesar) were civil times
But superstition hath been the confusion of many states, and bringeth
in a new primum moblie, that ravisheth all the spheres of government
The master of superstition 1s the people, and m all superstition wise
men follow fools, and arguments are fitted to practice, mn a reversed
order. It was gravely said by some of the prelates i the Council of
Trent, where the doctrine of the schoolmen bhare great sway, that the
schoolmen were hke astronomers, which did feign cccentrics and
epicycles, and such engines of orbs, to save the phenomena, though
they knew there were no such things; and in hke manner, that the
schoolmen had framed a number of subtile and intricate axioms and
theorems, to save the practice of the church The causes of super-
stition are* pleasing and sensual rites and ceremontes, excess of out-
ward and pharisaical holiness; over-great reverence of traditions,
which cannot but load the church; the stratagems of prelates for
therr own ambition and lucre, the favouring too much of good in-
tentions, which openeth the gate to conceits and novelties, the taking
an aim at divine matters by human, which cannot but breed mixture
of imaginations, and lastly, barbarous times, especially joned with
calamities and disasters. Superstition, without a veil, 1s a deformed
thing; for, as 1t addeth deformuty to an ape to be so like a man, <o the
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similitude of superstition to religion makes 1t the more deformed.
And as wholesome meat corrupteth to little worms, so good forms and
orders corrupt mto a number of petty observances. There 15 a supei-
stitton 1n avording superstition, when men think to do best 1f they
go furthest from the superstition formerly recetved: therefore care
would be had that (as 1t fareth i 1ll purgings) the good be not taken
away with the bad; which commonly is done, when the people 1s the
reformer.



ESSAY XVIII
OF TRAVEL

TrAVEL, in the younger sort, is a part of education; 1n the elder,
a part of experience He that traveleth into a country before he hath
some entrance into the language, goeth to school, and not to travel
That young men travel under some tutor, or grave servant, I allow
well, so that he be such a one that hath the language and hath been
in the country before, whereby he may be able to tell them what
things are worthy to be seen 1n the country where they go, what
acquaintances they are to seek, what exercises or discipline the place
yieldeth  For else young men shall go hooded, and look abroad little.
It 1s a strange thing that in sea-voyages, where there 1s nothing to
be seen but sky and sea, men should make diaries, but in land-travel,
wheremn so much 1s to be observed, for the most part they omit 1t;
as 1f chance were fitter to be registered than observation Let
diaries, therefore, be brought in use. The things to be seen and ob-
served are: the courts of princes, spectally when they give audience
to ambassadors, the courts of justice, while they sit and hear causes,
and so of consistories ecclesiastic; the churches and monasteries, with
the monuments which are therein extant; the walls and fortifications
of cities and towns, and so the havens and harbours; antiquities and
ruwns; libraries; colleges, disputations, and lectures, where any are;
shipping and navies; houses and gardens of state and pleasure, near
great cities; armories, arsenals; magazines; exchanges; burses;
warehouses ; exercises of horemanship, fencing, tramning of soldiers;
and the like; comedies, such whereunto the better sort of persons do
resort; treasurtes of jewels and robes, cabinets and rarities, and, to
conclude, whatsoever 1s memorable in the places where they go
After all which the tutors or servants ought to make diligent enquiry
As for triumphs, masques, feasts, weddings, funerals, capital execu-
tions, and such shews, men need not to be put in mind of them; yet are
they not to be neglected. If you will have a young man to put his
travel into a little room, and 1n short time to gather much, this you
must do  First, as was said, he must have some entrance into the lan-
guage, before he goeth. Then he must have such a servant, or tutor,
as knoweth the country, as was hkewise said  Let him carry with him
also some card or book describing the country where he traveleth;
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which will be a good key to hus enquiry  Let him keep also a diary
Let um not stay long in one city or town, more or less as the place
deserveth, but not long* nay, when he stayeth m one city or town,
let him change his Jodgimg from one end and part of the town to
another, which 15 a great adamant of acquaintance Let him se-
quester humself from the company of his countrymen, and diet 1 such
places where there 1s good company of the nation where he traveleth
Let him, upon his removes from one place to another, procure recom-
mendation to some person of quality restding 1 the place whither he
removeth, that he may use lus favour i those things he desireth te
see of know Thus he may abridge his travel with much profit, As
for the acquamtance which 1s to be gought 1n travel; that which 1s
most of all profitable is acquaintance with the secretaries and employed
men of ambassadors, for so in travelling 1n one country he shall suck
the experience of many. Let him also see and visit eminent persons
in all kinds, which are of great name abroad; that he may be able
to tell how the life agreeth with the fame  For quarrels, they are with
care and discretion to be avoided: they are commonly for mustresses,
healths, place, and words And let a man bewate how he keepetl
company with choleric and quarrelsome persons; for they will en-
gage hum nto their own quarrels  When a traveller returneth home,
let him not leave the countries where he hath travelled altogether be-
hind him, but mamtamn a correspondence by letters with those of his
acquaintance which are of most worth, And let his travel appear
rather i hus discourse than 1n his apparel or gesture; and in his dis-
course, let him be rather advised 1n his answers than forwards to tell
stortes, and Jet 1t appear that he doth not change his country manners
for those of foreign parts, but only prick in some flowers of that he
hath learned abroad into the customs of his own country.



ESSAY XIX
OF EMPIRE

It 15 a miserable state of mind to have few things to desire and
many things to fear, and yet that commonly 1s the case of kings,
who, being at the highest, want matter of desire, which makes their
minds more langwishing, and have many representations of perils
and shadows, which makes their minds the less clear And this 1s
one reason also of that effect which the Scripture speaketh of, That
the king’s heart 1s inscrutable For multitude of jealousies, and lack
of some predominant desire that should marshal and put 1n order all
the rest, maketh any man’s heart hard to find or sound Hence it
comes likewise that princes many times make themselves desires,
and set their hearts upon toys: sometimes upon a building, some-
times upon erecting of an order; sometimes upon the advancing of
a person, sometimes upon obtaining excellency 1n some art or feat
of the hand, as Nero for playing on the harp, Domitian for certainty
of the hand with the arrow, Commodus for playing at fence, Cara-
calla for driving chariots, and the ltke  This seemeth incredible unto
those that know not the principle, that of the mind of man is more
cheered and refreshed by profiting in small things than by standing
at a stay in great We see also that kings that have been fortunate
conquerors in thetr first years, it being not possible for them to go
forward infinitely, but that they must have some check or arrest in
their fortunes, turn in their latter years to be superstitious and melan-
choly; as did Alexander the Great, Dioclesian, and in our memory
Charles the Fifth, and others for he that 1s used to go forward, and
findeth a stop, falleth out of his own favor, and is not the thing he
was

To speak now of the true temper of empire- it is a thing rare, and
hard to keep' for both temper and distemper consist of contraries.
But it is one thing to mingle contraries, another to interchange them,
The answer of Appolonius to Vespasian 1s full of excellent instruct-
ion. Vespasian asked him, What was Nero's overthrow? He an-
swered Nero could touch and tune the harp well, but 1n government,
sometimes he used to wind the pins too high, sometimes to let them
down too low And certan it 1s that nothing destroyeth authority
so much as the unequal and untimely interchange of power pressed
too far, and relaxed too much
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This is true, that the wisdom of all these latter times in princes’
affairs 1s rather fine deliveries and shiftings of dangers and mischiefs
when they are near, than solid and grounded courses to kecp them
aloof But this 1s but to try masteries with fortune and let men
beware how they neglect and suffer matter of trouble to be prepared.
for no man can forbid the spark, nor tell whence 1t may come The
difficulties 1n princes’ business are many and great, but the greatest
difficulty 1s often in therr own mind For it 1s common with princes
(sarth Tacitus) to will contradictories Sunt plerumque regum volun-
tates vchementes, ot inter se contrarie For 1t is the solecism of
power, to think to command the end, and yet not to endure the mean

Kings have to deal with their neighbors, their wives, their children
their prelates or clergy, their nobles, their second-nobles or gentle-
men, their merchants, their commons, and their men of war; and
from all these arise dangers, 1f care and circumspection be not used

First for their neighbors, there can no general rule be given (the
occasions are so variable), save one, which ever holdeth, which is,
that princes do keep due sentinel, that none of their neighbors do
overgrow so (by increase of territory, by embracing of trade, by
approaches, or the like) as they become more able to annoy them
than they were. And this is generally the work of standing councils
to foresee and to hinder 1t During that triumvirate of kings, King
Henry VIII of England, Francis the I King of France, and Charles
the V Emperor, there was such a watch kept, that none of the
three could win a palm of ground, but the other two would straight-
ways balance 1t, either by confederation, or, if need were by a war;
and would not 1n any wise take up peace at interest And the like
was done by that league (which Guicciardine saith was the security
of Ttaly) made between Ferdinando King of Naples, Lorenzius
Medices, and Ludovicus Sforza, potentates, the one of Florence, the
other of Milan Neither is the opinion of some of the schoolmen to
be received, that a war cannot justly me made but upon a precedent
injury or provocation. For there is no question but a just fear of
an 1mminent danger, though there be no blow given, 1s a lawful
cause of a war

For their wives, there are cruel examples of them. Livia is in-
famed for the poisoning of her husband; Roxolana, Solyman’s wife,
was the destruction of that renowned prince, Sultan Mustapha, and
otherwise troubled his house and succession; Edward the Second
of England his queen had the principal hand in the desposing and
murther of her husband This kind of danger 1s then to be feared,
chiefly, when the wives have plots for the raising of their own
children, or else that they be advoutresses

For their children; the tragedies, hikewise, of dangers from them
have been many. And generally, the entering of fathers into sus-
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picion of their children hath been ever unfortunate. The destruc-
tion of Mustapha (that we named before) was so fatal to Soly-
man's line, as the succession of the Turks, from Solyman until
this day, is suspected to be untrue and of strange blood, for that
Selymus the Second was thought to be suppositious The destruc-
tion of Crispus, a young prince of rare towardness, by Constan-
tinus the Great, his father, was 1n like manner fatal to his house,
for both Constantinus and Constance, his sons, died violent deaths,
and Constantius, his other son, did little better, who died, indeed,
of sickness, but after that Julianus had taken arms against him
The destruction of Demetrius, son to Philip the Second of Mace-
don, turned upon the father, who died of repentance And many
lIike examples there are, but few or none where the fathers had
good by such distrust, except i1t were where the sons were up 1n
open arms against them, as was Selymus the First against Bajazet,
and the three sons of Henry the Second, King of England.

For their prelates, when they are proud and great, there 1s
also danger from them as 1t was in the times of Anselmus and
Thomas Becket, Archbishops of Canterbury, who with their cro-
sters did almost try it with the king’s sword, and yet they had to
deal with stout and haughty kings, William Rufus, Henry the First,
and Henry the Second The danger 1s not from that state, but
where it hath a dependence of foreign authority, or where the
churchmen come in and are elected, not by the collation of the
king, or particular patrons, but by the people

For their nobles, to keep them at a distance, it is not amiss,
but to depress them may make a king more absolute, but less safe,
and less able to perform anything that he desires I have noted
it in my history of King Henry the Seventh of England, who de-
pressed his nobihity; whereupon 1t came to pass that his times were
full of difficulties and troubles, for the nobility, though they con-
tinued loyal unto him, yet did they not co-operate with him in his
business So that, in effect, he was fain to do all thing himself

For their second-nobles, there 1s not much danger from them,
being a body dispersed They may sometimes discourse high, but
that doth litfle hurt, besides, they are a counterpoise to the higher
nobility, that they grow not too potent, and lastly, being the most
immediate 1n authority with the common people, they do best tem-
per popular commotions.

For their merchants, they are vena porta; and if they flourish
not, a kingdom may have good hmbs, but will have empty vems,
and nourish hittle Taxes and imposts upon them do seldom good
to the king’s revenue; for that that he wins in the hundred he
leeseth in the shire, the particular rates being increased, but the
total bulk of trading rather decreased
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For their commons; there is little danger from them, except it
be where they have great and potent heads; or where you meddle
with the pomnt of religion, or their customs, or means of hfe

For their men of war, 1t 1s a dangerous state where they lve and
remain m a body, and are used to donatives, whereof we sce ex-
amples in the janizaries, and pretortan bands of Rome but tramn-
ings of men, and arming them in several places, and under scveral
commanders, and without donatives, are things of defense, and no
danger.

Princes are like to heavenly bodies, which cause good or evil
times, and which have much veneration, but no rest All pre-
cepts concerning kings are in effect comprehended in those two
remembrances Memenio quod es homo, and Memento quod es Deus,
or vice Dieu: the one bridleth their power, and the other thetr will



ESSAY XX
OF COUNSEL

THE greatest trust between man and man is the trust of giving
counsel  For in other confidences men commt the parts of lfe;
their lands, their goods, their children, their credit, some particu-
lar affair, but to such as they make their counsellors, they commt
the whole: by how much the more they are obhiged to all faith
and 1ntegrity. The wisest princes need not think it any diminu-
tion to their greatness, or derogation to their sufficiency, to rely
upon counsel. God himself is not without, but hath made 1t one
of the great names of his Blessed Son; The Counsellor. Salomon
hath pronounced that in counsel 1s stabihty = Things will have therr
first or second agitation, 1f they be not tossed upon the arguments
of counsel, they will be tossed upon the waves of fortune, and be
full of inconstancy, doing and undoimg, like the reeling of a drunken
man  Salomon’s son found the force of counsel, as his father saw
the necessity of it. For the beloved kingdom of God was first rent
and broken by 1ll counsel, upon which counsel there are set, for
our instruction, the two marks whereby bad counsel 1s for ever best
discerned that it was young counsel, for the persons; and violent
counsel, for the matter.

The ancient times do set forth in figure both the incorporation
and 1nseperable conjunction of counsel with kings, and the wise
and politic use of counsel by kings the one, in that they say Jup:-
ter did marry Metis, which sigmfieth counsel, wherehy they in-
tend that sovereignty is married to counsel. the other m that which
followeth, which was thus. they say, after Jupiter was married to
Metis, she concerved by him and was with child, but Jupiter suffered
her not to stay till she brought forth, but eat her up; whereby he
became himself with child, and was delivered of Pallas armed, out
of tus head Which monstrous fable contameth a secret of empire,
how kings are to make use of their counsel of state That first
they ought to refer matters unto them, which is the first begetting
or impregnation, but when they are elaborate, molded, and shaped
in the womb of their counsel, and grow ripe and ready to be brought
forth, that then they suffer not their counsel to go through with the
resolution and direction, as 1f it depended on them; but take the
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matter back into their own hands, and make it appear to the werld
that the decrees and final directions (which, because they come
forth with prudence and power, are resembled to Pallas armed)
proceeded from themselves, and not only from their authority, but
(the more to add reputation to themselves) from their head and
device.

Let us now speak of the inconveniences of counsel, and of the
remedies The inconveniences that have been noted in calling and
using counsel are three First, the revealing of affairs, whereby
they become less secret. Secondly, the weakening of the authority
of princes, as 1f they were less of themselves Thirdly, the danger
of being unfaithfully counselled, and more for the good of them
that counsel than of him that is counselled For which inconven-
iences, the doctrine of Italy, and practice of France, in some kings’
times, hath introduced cabinet counsels; a remedy worse than the
disease.

As to secrecy; princes are not bound to communicate all matters
with all counsellors, but may extract and select Neither is it neces-
sary that he that consulteth what he should do, should declare what
he will do. But let princes beware that the unsecreting of their
affairs comes not from themselves. And as for cabinet counsels,
it may be their motto, Plenus rimarum sum: one futile person, that
maketh it his glory to tell, will do more hurt than many, that know
it their duty to conceal. It 1s true there be some affairs which re-
quire extreme secrecy, which will hardly go beyond one or two
persons besides the king. neither are those counsels unprosperous,
for, besides the secrecy, they commonly go on constantly in one
spirit of direction, without distraction. But then it must be a pru-
dent king, such as is able to grind with a hand-mill, and those in-
ward counsellors had need also be wise men, and especially true
and trusty to the king's ends, as it was with King Henry the
Seventh of England, who in his greatest business imparted him-
self to none, except it were to Morton and Fox.

For weakening of authority, the fable sheweth the remedy. Nay,
the majesty of kings 1s rather exalted than diminished when they
are in the chair of counsel. neither was there ever prince bereaved
of his dependences by his counsel, except where there hath been
either an over-greatness in one counsellor or an over-strict com-
bination in divers, which are things soon found and holpen.

For the last inconventence, that men will counsel with an eye to
themselves, certainly, non tnvenict fidem super terram is meant of
the nature of times, and not of all particular persons. There be
that are in nature faithful, and sincere, and plain, and direct, not
crafty and involved, let princes, above all, draw to themselves such
natures. Besides, counsellors are not commonly so united, but that
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one counsellor keepeth sentinel over another, so that 1f any do coun-
sel out of faction or private ends, 1t commonly comes to the king’s
ear. But the best remedy 1s, 1f princes know their counsellors as
well as their counsellors know them.

Principis est virtus maxima nosse suos.

And on the other side, counsellors should not be too speculative
into their sovereign’s person The true composition of a coun-
sellor is rather to be skilfull in their master’'s business than in his
nature; for then he 1s like to advise him, and not to feed his
humor It is of singular use to princes 1f they take the opinions of
their counsel both separately and together. For private opion 1s
more free, but opinion before others 1s more reverend In private,
men are more bold in their own humors, and in consort, men are
more obnoxious to others’ humors Therefore it 1s good to take
both and of the inferior sort rather in private, to preserve freedom,
of the greater rather in consort, to preserve respect It 1s 1n vain
for princes to take counsel concerning matters, 1f they take no
counsel likewise concerning persons, for all matters are as dead
images, and the Iife of the execution of affairs resteth in the good
choice of persons Neither is it enough to consult concerning per-
sons secundum genera, as m an idea or mathematical description,
what the kind and character of the person should be, for the great-
est errors are committed, and the most judgment is shown, in the
choice of individuals It was truly said, Optimi consiliarn mortus:
books will speak plain when counsellors blanch. Therefore 1t is
good to be conversant in them, specially the books of such as them-
selves have been actors upon the stage.

The counsels at this day in most places are but familiar meet-
ings, where matters are rather talked on than debated And they
run too swift to the order or act of counsel It were better that,
in causes of weight, the matter were propounded one day and not
spoken to till the next day; in nocte consilmum  So was 1t done 1n
the commission of union between England and Scotland, which was
a grave and orderly assembly. I commend set days for petitions;
for both it gives the swuitors more certainty for their attendance,
and it frees the meetings for matters of estate, that they may hoc
agere. In choice of committees for ripening business for the coun-
sel, it is better to choose indifferent persons, than to make an in-
differency by putting 1n those that are strong on both sides I com-
mend also standing commissions, as for trade, for treasure, for
war, for suits, for some provinces, for where there be divers
particular counsels, and but one counsel of estate (as 1t 1s in Spain),
they are, in effect, no more than standing commissions, save that
they have greater authority. Let such as are to imform counsels
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matter back into their own hands, and make it appear to the werld
that the decrees and final directions (which, because they come
forth with prudence and power, are resembled to Pallas armed)
proceeded from themselves, and not only from their authority, but
(the more to add reputation to themselves) from their head and
device.

Let us now speak of the inconveniences of counsel, and of the
remedies. The inconveniences that have been noted in calling and
using counsel are three  First, the revealing of affairs, whereby
they become less secret. Secondly, the weakening of the authority
of princes, as 1f they were less of themselves Thirdly, the danger
of being unfaithfully counselled, and more for the good of them
that counsel than of him that 1s counselled For which inconven-
iences, the doctrine of Italy, and practice of France, in some kings’
times, hath introduced cabinet counsels; a remedy worse than the
disease.

As to secrecy; princes are not bound to communicate all matters
with all counsellors, but may extract and select Neither is it neces-
sary that he that consulteth what he should do, should declare what
he will do But let princes beware that the unsecreting of their
affairs comes not from themselves. And as for cabinet counsels,
1t may be their motto, Plenus rsmarum sum: one futile person, that
maketh it his glory to tell, will do more hurt than many, that know
it their duty to conceal. It 1s true there be some affairs which re-
quire extreme secrecy, which will hardly go beyond one or two
persons besides the king. neither are those counsels unprosperous,
for, besides the secrecy, they commonly go on constantly in one
spirit of direction, without distraction. But then 1t must be a pru-
dent king, such as is able to grind with a hand-null, and those in-
ward counsellors had need also be wise men, and especially true
and trusty to the king's ends, as it was with King Henry the
Seventh of England, who in his greatest business imparted him-
self to none, except it were to Morton and Fox.

For weakening of authority, the fable sheweth the remedy. Nay,
the majesty of kings is rather exalted than diminished when they
are in the chair of counsel neither was there ever prince bereaved
of his dependences by his counsel, except where there hath been
either an ovei-greatness in one counsellor or an over-strict com-
bination in divers, which are things soon found and holpen.

For the last inconvenience, that men will counsel with an eye to
themselves, certainly, non snveniet fidem super terram is meant of
the nature of times, and not of all particular persons. There be
that are in nature faithful, and sincere, and plain, and direct, not
crafty and involved, let princes, above all, draw to themselves such
natures, Besides, counsellors are not commonly so united, but that
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one counsellor keepeth sentinel over another, so that if any do coun-
sel out of faction or private ends, 1t commonly comes to the king’s
ear. But the best remedy 1s, if princes know their counsellors as
well as their counsellors know them.

Principis est virtus maxima nosse Suos.

And on the other side, counsellors should not be too speculative
into their sovereign's person. The true composition of a coun-
sellor 1s rather to be skilfull in their master’s business than n his
nature; for then he 1s like to advise him, and not to feed his
humor It is of singular use to princes if they take the opinions of
their counsel both separately and together. For private opinion 1s
more free, but opmnion before others 1s more reverend In private,
men are more bold in their own humors, and in consort, men are
more obnoxious to others’ humors. Therefore 1t 15 good to take
both and of the inferior sort rather in private, to preserve freedom,
of the greater rather in consort, to preserve respect It 1s 1n vaimn
for princes to take counsel concerning matters, if they take no
counsel likewise concerning persons, for all matters are as dead
mmages, and the life of the execution of affairs resteth in the good
choice of persons. Neither 1s 1t enough to consult concerning per-
sons secundim gemera, as in an i1dea or mathematical description,
what the kind and character of the person should be, for the great-
est errors are committed, and the most judgment 1s shown, in the
choice of individuals It was truly said, Optims consiliarn mortus:
books will speak plain when counsellors blanch. Therefore 1t is
good to be conversant in them, specially the books of such as them-
selves have been actors upon the stage.

The counsels at this day in most places are but familiar meet-
ings, where matters are rather talked on than debated And they
run too swift to the order or act of counsel It were better that,
in causes of weight, the matter were propounded one day and not
spoken to till the next day; n mocte constlium  So was 1t done 1
the commission of unmon between England and Scotland, which was
a grave and orderly assembly. I commend set days for petitions,
for both it gives the suitors more certainty for their attendance,
and it frees the meetings for matters of estate, that they may hoc
agere In choice of committees for ripening business for the coun-
sel, it is better to choose indifferent persons, than to make an in-
differency by putting 1n those that are strong on both sides I com-
mend also standing commissions, as for trade, for treasure, for
war, for swts, for some provinces, for where there be divers
particular counsels, and but one counsel of estate (as 1t 1s in Spain),
they are, in effect, no more than standing commissions, save that
they have greater authority. Let such as are to inform counsels
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out of their particular professions (as lawyers, seamen, mintmen,
and the lIthe) be first heard before commuttees, and then, as occasion
serves, before the counsel And let them not come in multitudes,
or 1 a tribunitious manner; for that 1s to clamor counsels, not to
inform them A long table and a square table, or seats about the
walls, seem things of form, but are things of substance, for at a
long table a few at the upper end, in effect, sway all the business,
but 1n the other form there 1s more use of the counsellors’ opinions
that sit lower. A king, when he presides in counsel, let him be-
ware how he opens his own mclination too much in that which he
propoundeth, for else counsellors will but take the wind of him,
and instead of giving free counsel, sing um a song of placcbo,



ESSAY XXIII
OF WISDOM FOR A MAN'S SELF

AN ant is a wise creature for itself, but it is a shrewd thing in
an orchard or garden And certainly men that are great lovers
of themselves waste the public Divide with reason between self-
love and society, and be so true to thyself, as thou be not false to
others, specially to thy king and country It 1s a poor center of
a man's action, himself It is nght earth. For that only stands
fast upon his own center, whereas all things that have affinity
with the heavens move upon the center of another, which they bene-
fit. The referring of all to a man’s self 15 more tolerable 1n a sover-
eign prince, because themselves are not only themselves, but their
good and evil 1s at the peril of the public fortune But 1t 15 a des-
perate evil 1n a servant to a prince, or a citizen 1n a republic  For
whatsoever affairs pass such a man’s hands, he crooketh them to
his own ends, which must needs be often cccentric to the ends of
his master or state, Therefore let princes, or states, chooses such
servants as have not this mark; except they mean their service
should be made but the accessary That which maketh the effect
more pernicious is that all proportion 1s lost It were disproportion
enough for the servant's good to be preferred before the master's;
but yet 1t is a greater extreme, when a Iittle good of the servant
shall carry things against a great good of the master’s And yet
that is the case of bad officers, treasurcrs, ambassadors, generals,
and other false and corrupt servants, which set a bias upon their
bowl, of their own petty ends and envies, to the overthrow of their
master’s great and important affairs  And for the most part, the
good such servants recewve 1s after the model of their own fortune;
but the hurt they sell for that good 1s after the model of their mas-
ter's fortune And certainly it 1s the nature of extreme self-lovers,
as they will set an house on fire, and 1t were but to roast their
eggs; and yet these men many times hold credit with their masters,
because their study is but to please them and profit themselves,
and for either respect they will abandon the good of their affairs

Wisdom for a man’s self is, in many branches thereof, a depraved
thing It is the wisdom of rats, that will be sure to leave a house
somewhat before it fall It is the wisdom of the fox, that thrusts
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out the badger, who digged and made room for him. It is the wis-
dom of crocodiles, that shed tears when they would devour But
that which 15 specially to be noted is, that those which (as Cicero
says of Pompey) are sus amantes sme rwaly, are many times un-
fortunate ~ And whereas they have all their time sacrificed to them-
selves, they become i the end themselves sacrifices to the incon-

stancy of fortune, whose wings they thought by their self-wisdom
to have pimoned,



ESSAY XXIV
OF INNOVATIONS

As the births of living creatures at first are ill-shapen, so are
all mnovations, which are the births of time Yet notwithstand-
ing, as those that first bring honor mto therr family are commonly
more worthy than most that succeed, so the first precedent (1f 1t
be good) 1s seldom attained by mmitation For 1ll, to man's nature
as 1t stands perverted, hath a natural motion, strongest in continu-
ance, but good, as a forced motion, strongest at first. Surely every
medicine is an mnovation, and he that will not apply new reme-
dies must expect new evils for time 1s the greatest innovator, and
if time of course alter things to the worse, and wisdom and coun-
sel shall not alter them to the better, what shall be the end? It
15 true, that what 1s settled by custom, though 1t be not good, yet
at least 1t is it And those things which have long gone together
are as it were confederate within themselves whereas new things
ptece not so well, but though they help by their utility, yet they
trouble by their inconformity Besides, they are hke strangers,
more admired and less favored. All this is true, if time stood still,
which contrariwise moveth so round, that a forward retention of
custom is as turbulent a thing as an innovation, and they that rev-
erence too much old times are but a scorn to the new It were good
therefore that men in their innovations would follow the example
of time itself, which indeed innovateth greatly, but quietly and by
degrees scarce to be perceived for otherwise, whatsoever 15 new
is unlooked for; and ever it mends some, and pairs other. and he
that is holpen takes it for a fortune, and thanks the time, and he
that is hurt, for a wrong, and imputeth 1t to the author. It 15 good
also not to try experiments in states, except the necessity be urgent,
or the utility evident, and well to beware that it be the reformation
that draweth on the change, and not the desire of change that pre-
tendeth the reformation And lastly, that the novelty, though 1t be
not rejected, yet be held for a suspect; and, as the Scripture saith,
that we make a stand upon the ancient way, and then look about
us, and discover what is the straight and right way, and so to walk
in it,

55



ESSAY XXV
OF DISPATCH

ArrectED dispatch is one of the most dangerous things to busi-
ness that can be It is like that which the physicians call pre-
digestion, or hasty digestion, which 1s sure to fill the body full of
crudities and secret seeds of diseases Therefore measure not dis-
patch by the times of sitting, but by the advancement of the busi-
ness And as 1n races 1t 1s not the large stride or high lift that
makes the speed, so 1n business, the keeping close to the matter,
and not taking of 1t too much at once, procureth dispatch. It is
the care of some only to come off speedily for the time, or to con-
trive some false periods of business, because they may seem men
of dispatch. But 1t 1s one thing to abbrewiate by contracting, an-
other by cutting off: and busimess so handled at several sittings or
meetings goeth commonly backward and forward in an unsteady
manner [ knew a wise man that had it for a by-word, when he
saw men hasten to a conclusion Stay a little, that we may make an
end the sooner.

On the other side, true dispatch is a rich thing. For time is the
measure of bustness, as money 1s of wares, and business is bought
at a dear hand where there 1s small dispatch. The Spartans and
Spaniards have been noted to be of small dispatch: M: venga la
mucrte de Spanga; Let my death come from Spain; for then 1t will
be sure to be long mn coming

Give good hearing to those that give the first information in
business; and rather direct them in the beginning than interrupt
them in the continuance of their speeches: for he that is put out
of his own order will go forward and backward, and be more tedious
while he waits upon his memory than he could have been if he had
gone on in his own course. But sometimes 1t is seen that the mod-
erator is more troublesome than the actor.

Iterations are commonly loss of time but there is no such gain
of time as to iterate often the state of the question; for it chaseth
away many a frivolous speech as it 1s coming forth Long and
curtous speeches are as fit for dispatch, as a robe or mantle with
a long train 1s for race. Prefaces, and passages, and excusations, and
other speeches of reference to the person, are great wastes of time,
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and though they seem to proceed of modesty, they are bravery. Yet
beware of being too material, when there 1s any impediment or ob-
struction 1 men’s wills, for preoccupation of mind ever requireth
preface of speech, like a formentation to make the unguent enter

Above all things, order, and distribution, and singling out of
parts, 15 the life of dispatch, so as the distribution be not too subtile-
for he that doth not divide will never enter well into business; and
he that divideth too much will never come out of it clearly To
choose time 1s to save time; and an unseasonable motion 1s but the
beating the air. There be three parts of business: the preparation,
the debate or examunation, and the perfection. Whereof, 1f you
look for dispatch, let the middle only be the work of many, and the
first and last the work of few. The proceeding upon somewhat con-
ceved in writing doth for the most part facilitate dispatch for
though 1t should be wholly rejected, yet that negative 15 more preg-
nant of direction than an indefimte, as ashes are more generative
than dust,



ESSAY XXVI
OF SFEMING WISE

IT hath been an opinion that the French are wiser than they
seem, and the Spaniards seem wiser than they are DBut howsoever
it be between nations, certainly it 1s so between man and man, For
as the Apostle saith of godliness, Having a shew of godliness, but
denying the power thereof, so certainly there are in point of wisdom
and sufficiency that do nothing or little very solemnly: magno conatu
nugas. It 1s a ridiculous thing and fit for a satire to persons of
judgment, so see what shifts these formalists have, and what pros-
pectives to make superficies to seem body that hath depth and bulk.
Some are so close and reserved as they will not shew their wares
but by a dark light, and seem always to keep back somewhat, and
when they know withmn themselves they speak of that they do not
well know, would nevertheless seem to others to know of that which
they may not well speak. Some help themselves with countenance
and gesture, and are wise by signs; as Cicero saith of Piso, that
when he answered him he fetched one of his brows up to his fore-
head, and bent the other down to his chin: Respondes, altero ad
frontem sublato, altcro ad mentum depresso supercilio, crudelitatem
tibt non placere. Some think to bear it by speaking a great word
and being peremptory; and go on, and take by admittance that which
they cannot make good. Some, whatsoever is bevond their reach,
will seem to despise or make light of 1t as impertinent or curious;
and so would have their ignorance seem judgment, Some are never
without a difference, and commonly by amusing men with a sub-
tity blanch the matter; of whom A. Gellius saith, hominem delirum,
qus verborum manutus rerum fragit pondera. Of which kind also
Plato, in his Protagoras, bringeth in Prodicus in scorn, and maketh
him make a speech that consisteth of distinctions from the begin-
ning to the end. Generally, such men 1n all deliberations find ease
to be of the negative side, and affect a credit to object and fore-
tell difficulties for when propositions are denied, there is an end
of them, but 1f they be allowed, it requireth a new work. which false
point of wisdom 1s the bane of business. To conclude, there 1s no
decaying merchant, or inward beggar, hath so many tricks to uphold
the credit of their wealth, as these empty persons have to maintain
the credit of their sufficiency. Seeming wise men may make shift
to get opmion‘ but let no man choose them for employment; for
certainly you would better take for business a man somewhat absurd
than over-formal.
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ESSAY XXVII
OF FRIENDSHIP

It had been hard for him that spake it to have put more truth
and untruth together in a few words, than in that speech, Whoso-
ever 15 delighted in solitude 1s either a wild beast or a god For
it is most true that a natural and secret hatred and aversation to-
wards soctety, in any man, hath somewhat of the savage beast,
but it is most untrue that it should have any character at all of
the divine nature; except 1t proceed, not out of a pleasure in solitude,
but out of a love and desire to sequester a man’s self for a higher
conversation such as is found to have been falsely and feignedly
in some of the heathen' as Epimenides the Candian, Numa the
Roman, Empedocles the Sicilian, and Apollonius of Tyana; and
truly and really m divers of the ancient hermits and holy fathers
of the church But little do men perceive what solitude is, and
how far it extendeth For a crowd 1s not company, and faces are
but a gallery of pictures, and talk but a tinkling cymbal, where
there is no love. The Latin adage meeteth with 1t a little, Magna
cistas, magna sohtudo; because 1n a great town friends are scat-
tered; so that there 1s not that fellowship, for the most part, which
is in less neighborhoods. But we may go further and afirm most
truly, that it 1s a mere and miserable solitude to want true friends,
without which the world is but a wilderness; and even in this sense
also of solitude, whosoever in the frame of his nature and affec-
tions is unfit for friendship, he taketh it of the beast, and not from
humanity.

A principal fruit of friendship is the ease and discharge of the
fulness and swellings of the heart, which passions of all kinds do
cause and induce. We know diseases of stoppings and suffocations
are the most dangerous 1n the body; and 1t 1s not much otherwise
in the mind: you may take sarza to open the liver, steel to open
the spleen, flowers of sulphur for the lungs, castoreum for the
brain, but no recipe openeth the heart, but a true friend, to whom
you may impart griefs, joys, fears, hopes, suspicions, counsels, and
whatsoever lieth upon the heart to oppress it in a kind of civil shrift
or confession

It is a strange thing to observe how high a rate great kings and
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monarchs do set up this fruit of friendship whereof we speak so
great, as they purchase it many times at the hazard of their own
safety and greatness For princes, in regard of the distance of
their fortune from that of their subjects and servants, cannot gather
this frut, except (to make themselves capable thercof) they raise
some persons to be as 1t were companions and almost equals to them-
selves, which many times sorteth to inconvenience The modern
languages give unto such persons the name of favorites, or priva-
does; as 1f 1t were matter of grace, or comversation But the Roman
name attamneth the truc use and cause thereof, naming them participes
curarum, for it 1s that which tieth the knot And we sce plamly
that this hath been done, not by weak and passionate princes only,
but by the wisest and most pohtic that ever reigned, who have
ofentimes joined to themselves some of their servants, whom both
themselves have called friends, and allowed others likewise to call
them 1n the same manner, using the word which 15 received betwceen
private men

L Svlla, when he commanded Rome, raised Pompey (after sur-
named the Great) to that height, that Pompey vaunted humself for
Sylla’s overmatch. TFor when he had carried the consulship for a
friend of his, against the purswit of Sylla, and that Sylla did a little
resent thereat, and began to speak great, Pompey turned upon him
again, and n effect bade him be quiet, for that more men adored
the sun rising than the sun setting. With Julus Casar, Decimus
Brutus had obtained that interest, as he set hitm down in his testa-
ment for heir in remaimnder after his nephew And this was the
man that had power with him to draw him forth to his death. For
when Cgsar would have discharged the senate, 1n regard of some
il presages, and specially a dream of Calpurma, this man lifted
him gently by the arm out of his chair, telling him he hoped he
would not dismiss the senate till his wife had dreamt a better
dream  And 1t seemeth his favor was so great, as Antonius, 1n a
letter which 1s recited verbatun in one of of Cicero’'s Philippics,
calleth him venefica, “witch”, as if he had enchanted Czsar Au-
gustus raised Agrippa (though of mean birth) to that height, as,
when he consulted with Mzcenas about the marriage of his daugh-
ter Julia, Macenas took the hiberty to tell him, that he must either
marry his daughter to Agrippa, or take away his life, there was
no third way, he had made him so great With Tiberius Cesar,
Sejanus had ascended to that height, as they two were termed and
reckoned as a pair of friends Tiberius 1n a letter to him saith,
Hec pro amicitid nostré non occultavi, and the whole senate dedi-
cated an altar to Friendship, as to a goddess, 1n respect of the great
dearness of friendship between them two The like or more was
between Septimius Severus and Plautianus. For he forced his eld-
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est son to marry the daughter of Plautianus. and would often main-
tain Plautianus mn doing affronts to his son, and did write also 1n
a letter to the senate by these words 1 love the man so well, as
I wish he may over-live me Now 1f these princes had been as a
Trajan, or a Marcus Aurelius, a man might have thought that this
had proceeded of an abundant goodness of nature, but being men
so wise, for such strength and severity of mind, and so extreme
lovers of themselves, as all these were, 1t proveth most planly that
they found their own felicity (though as great as ever happened
to mortal men) but as an half piece, except they mought have a
friend to make 1t entire and yet, which 1s more, they were princes
that had wives, sons, nephews, and yet all these could not supply
the comfort of friendship

It 1s not to be forgotten, what Commineus observeth of his first
master, Duke Charles the Hardy, namely, that he would commum-
cate his secrets with none, and least of all, those secrets which
troubled him most Whereupon he goeth on and saith, that towards
his latter time that closeness did impair and a little perish his under-
standing  Surely Communeus mought have made the same judg-
ment also, 1f 1t had pleased him, of his second master, Lewis the
Eleventh, whose closeness was indeed his tormentor. The parable
of Pythagoras 1s dark, but true, Cor ne edito, “Eat not the heart”
Certainly, 1f a man would give 1t a hard phrase, those that want
friends to open themselves unto are canmbals of their own hearts.
But one thing 1s most admirable (wherewith 1 will conclude this
first fruit of friendship), which 1s, that this communicating of a
man's self to his friend works two contrary effects, for it redoubleth
joys, and cutteth griefs in halfs For there 1s no man that im-
parteth his joys to his friend, but he joyeth the more, and no man
that imparteth his griefs to his friend, but he grieveth the less So
that 1t 1s 1n truth of operation upon a man’s nund, of like virtue as
the alchymists use to attribute to their stone for man’s body; that
1t worketh all contrary effects, but still to the good and benefit of
nature But yet, without praying in aid of alchymists, there is a
-manifest 1mage of this in the ordinary course of nature For i
bodies, union strengtheneth and cherisheth any natural action, and,
on the other side, weakeneth and dulleth any wviolent impression.
and even so 1s 1t of minds

The cecond fruit of friendship is healthful and sovereign for the
understanding, as the first 1s for the affections For friendship mak-
eth indeed a fair day in the affections, from storm and tempests,
but 1t maketh daylhght in the understanding, out of darkness and
confusion of thoughts Neither 1s this to be understood only of
faithful counsel, which a man receiveth from his friend, but be-
fore you come to that, certamn 1t 1s that whosoever hath his mind
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fraught with many thoughts, his wits and understanding do clarfy
and break up, in the communicating and discoursing with another
he tosseth his thoughts more easily, he marshalleth them more or-
derly, he sceth how they look when they are turned into words,
finally, he waxeth wiser than himself, and that more by an hour's
discourse than by a day's meditation It was well said by Themisto-
cles to the king of Persia, that speech was like cloth of Arras,
opened and put abroad, whereby the imagery doth appear in figure,
whereas 1n thoughts they lie but as 1n packs Neither 15 this sec-
ond fruit of friendship, in opening the understanding, restrained
only to such friends as are able to give a man counsel (they 1n-
deed are best), but even without that, a man learneth of himself,
and bringeth his own thoughts to light, and whetteth his wits as
against a stone, which 1tself cuts not In a word, a man were bet-
ter relate himself to a statue or picture, than to suffer his thoughts
to pass i smother

Add now, to make this second fruit of friendship complete, that
other point, which lieth more open, and falleth within vulgar obser-
vation, which 1s faithful counsel from a friend Herachitus saith
well n one of his enigmas, Dry light 1s ever the best And certamn
it is that the hght that a man receiveth by counsel from another
1s drier and purer than that which cometh from his own under-
standing and judgment, which 1s ever infused and drenched 1n his
affections and customs So as there 1s as much difference between
the counsel that a friend giveth, and that a man giveth himself, as
there 1s between the counsel of a friend and of a flatterer. For
there 1s no such flatterer as 1s a man's self, and there 1s no such
remedy against flattery of a man’s self as the liberty of a friend
Counsel 1s of two sorts; the one concerning manners, the other
concerning business. For the first; the best preservative to keep
the mind 1n health 1s the faithful admonition of a friend The call-
ing of a man’s self to a strict account 1s a medicine, sometime, too
prercing and corrostve  Reading good books of morality 1s a httle
flat and dead. Observing our faults in others 1s sometimes unproper
for our case But the best receipt (best, I say, to work, and best
to take) 1s the admonition of a friend. It 1s a strange thing to be-
hold what gross errors and extreme absurdities many (espectallv
of the greater sort) do commit, for want of a friend to tell them
of them, to the great damage both of their fame and fortune For,
as St. James saith, they are as men, that look sometimes into a
glass, and presently forget their own shape and favor As for busi-
ness, a man may think, 1f he will, that two eyes see no more than
one; or that a gamester seeth always more than a looker-on; or
that a man 1n anger 15 as wise as he that hath said over the four
and twenty letters, or that a musket may be shot off as well upon
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the arm as upon a rest, and such other fond and high imagina-
tions, to think himself all 1n all But when all 1s done, the help
of good counsel 1s that which setteth business straight And if any
man think that he will take counsel, but 1t shall be by pieces, ask-
ing counsel in one busmess of one man, and in another business of
another man, 1t 1s well (that 1s to say, better perhaps than 1f he
asked nonc at all), but he runneth two dangers One, that he shall
not be faithfully counselled, for 1t 1s a rare thing, except 1t be from
a perfect and entire friend, to have counsel given, hut such as shall
be bowed and crooked to some ends which he hath that giveth 1t
The other, that he shall have counsel given, hurtful and unsafe
(though with good meaning), and mixed partly of muschief and
partly of remedy even as if you would call a physician, that is
thought good for the cure of the disease you complain of, but 1s
unacquainted with your body, and therefore may put you in way
for a present cure, but overthroweth your health in some other
kind, and so cure the disease and kill the patient But a friend
that 1s wholly acquainted with a man’s estate will beware, by fur-
thering any present business, how he dasheth upon other incon-
ventence And therefore rest not upon scattered counsels, they will
rather distract and mislead than settle and direct

After these two noble fruits of friendship (peace in the affec-
tions, and support of the judgment) followeth the last fruit, which
1s like the pomegranate, full of many kernels, I mean aid and bear-
g a part in all actions and occasions Here the best way to rep-
resent to life the manifold use of friendship 15 to cast and see how
many things there are which a man cannot do himself, and then
1t will appear that it was a sparing speech of the ancients, to say,
that a friend is another himself for that a friend 1s far more than
himself Men have their time, and die many times in desire of
some things which they principally take to heart, the bestowing of
a child, the finishing of a work, or the like If a man have a true
friend, he may rest almost secure that the care of those things will
continue after him So that a man hath as 1t were two lives in his
desires A man hath a body, and that body 1s confined to a place,
but where friendship 1s, all offices of life are as 1t were granted
to him and his deputy. For he may exercise them by his friend
How many things are there which a man cannot, with any face
or comeliness, say or do himself! A man can scarce allege his own
merits with modesty, much less extol them, a man cannot some<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>