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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GEOGRAPHY. °

BOOK I.—PART III.—Continued.

CHAPTER XI,
ITALY,

ITaLy is an extensive region in the south of Europe, one of the-finest in the world as to
soil and climate, and noted as the theatre of many of the greatest events in history. It is
now in a state of degradation and decline, but is filled with grand monuments, and scenes
calculated to awaken the most lofty recollections.

Sect. L—General Outline and Aspect.

Italy is bounded on the north, and partly on the west, by the vast and continuous rangt
of the highest Alps, which separate her from what she disdainfully terms the ultramontane
regions of France, Italy, and Switzerland. All the rest of her circuit is enclosed by the
Mediterranean and its great gulfs, of which the Adriatic, in the east, separates her from the
opposite shores of Greece and Illyria. On the west she borders on the broadest basin' of the
Mediterranean, beyond which are the shores of France and Spain.  On the extreme south
she almost approaches the African coast. The greatest length is north and south from about
36° 40’ to 47°, or 700 English miles; the extreme breadth, between the Rhone in Savo:
and the Isonzo, lies between 6° and 13° east longitude, and may comprehend 350 Englis
miles, This applies only to the broad belt of Northern Italy, s all the rest of the territory
stretches obliquely in the form of a tong narrow hoot, the average breadth of which does not
exceed 100 miles. The whole extent may be reckoned at 127,000 square miles, including
Sicity and Sardinia,

The surface of Italy is the most finely diversified of perhaps any country in the globe, It
has the lofliest mountains, and the most beautiful plains in Europe. All the chatns of the
Alps, the Cottian, the Pennine, the Lepontine, the Rhwtian, the Julian, which belong only
in part to other kingdoms, range along her frontier. Some of their proudest pinnacles, Mont
Blanc, St. Bernard, Mont Rosa, are within the Italian territory, and their white summits are
seen amid the clouds in continuous grandeur along the whole extent of the plains of Lom-
bardy and Piedmont. The Apennine is a chain purely Italian. It branches off first from the

332

Apennines in Calubria. ,
Maritime Alps on the western frontier, and runs for a long space castward, leaving on ‘the
south only a narrow plain between it and the Mediterranean; while on the north it forms
the boundary of Piedmont and Lombardy. On the Tuscan border it gradually bends round
to the south and south-east, following, or rather prescribing the form of the Peninsula, of
which it occupies the centre, in one unbroken line, It does not aspire to the awful height,
or wrap itself in the perpetual snows, of the Alps. Tts highest pinnacle in the Abruzzo,
called the great rock of Italy, does not rise much above 9500 feet. These mountains are
consequently, in this climate, throughout, covered with luxuriant foliage; on the lower
slopes are the vine and the olive, higher up, the various forest trees, among which the
chestnat affords copious fuod to the inhabitlm{s,; They enclose finely cultivated valleys, and
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8 DESCRIPTIVE GEOGRAPHY. Pazr 41

are full of deep, intricate,’and wooded defiles. As their branches, dividing into low lrills of
varied form, touch upon the fine plains along the Mediterranean, they produce a variety of
bright and smiling scenes, which entitle Italy to be considered as the peculiar region of
landscape, In the southern quarter they assume a very formidable and volcanic charicter,
pouring deluges of burning lava from the’cone of Vesuvius, and convulsing Calabria with
the most terrible earthquakes. Their aspect in that country is peculiarly formidable and
rugged (fig. 832.). Beyond the straits of Messina, where they present to the mariner the
perilous forms of Scylla and Charybdis, they cover Sicily with mountains, among which the
celebrated peak of Etna (fig. 838.) rises to a height which only the Alps can surpass, while

333 C S it throws out,,amid the snows, volcanic
% eruptions as remarkable as those of Ve-
suvius.

The plains of Italy are as remarkable for
their extreme beauty as the mountains for
their grandeur. The most extensive is that
of the Po, or of Lombardy, between the
Alps and Apennines, which, being profusely
watered, highly cultivated, and under a
genial climate, 18, perhaps, the richest and
most- productive region in Europe. The
Apennines, in their course southward
through the centre of Italy, divide it into
two plains, of which that on the east is

- narrow, and often crossed by branches from
the main ridge, which present their bold cliffs to the Adriatic. On reaching the Neapolitan
territory, the plain becomes wider and more fertile, being covered with rich pastures and
vast plantations of olives, But it is on the western side that Nature most profusely displays
her beauties, and that the grand seats of civilisation and power have been established. The
Tuscan champaign is scarcely considered as composed of more than two broad valleys, those
of Florence and of Pisa; but the Campagna Felice of Naples, the voluptuous environs of
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Boox 1. ITALY. ')

Capua, appear to unite all the richness of Lombardy with aspects much more varied and
picturesque, and are usually considered the most delightful country in Europe. All this side
of Italy, however, is subject to a dreadful scourge, the malaria or pestilential influence
arising from & marshy and swampy surface, The Pontine Marshes are in_this respect so
dangerous, that_in the hot season they can scarcely be crossed, even hastily, without the
peril of death. But it is round the imperial city itself, and at its very gates, that the malaria
uppears peculiarly desolating. The campagna of Rome, which cultivation and draining
rendered formerly one of the finest spots of Italy, has, under.the present proud and indplent
rule, been so fur neglected, that the pernicious influences of its low and swampy soil have
gained a fearful ascendency. They have rendered it uninhabitable for a great part of the
year; and this “storied plain” is become a desert, covered with a few scanty herds; andea
deep solitude now encircles the fallen metropolis of the world.

The rivers of Italy scarcely correspond to their fume, or to the lofty and classic recollec-
tions attached to their names. The Po, which waters the plain of Lombardy, and drains all
the waters of the Alps and northern Apennine, can alone be ranked among the great rivers
of Europe. It rises on the fronticr of France, amid the loftiest recesses of the Cottian Alps,
and rolls due east the whole breadth of Italy to the Adriatic, a course of about 400 miles.
1ts tributaries on both sides are very numerous, though none have space to expand into great
rivers. The alpine streams of the Tesino, the Adda, and the Oglio, are absorbed soon after
they have left their deep mountain valleys or lakes. The Adige makes its way entirely
over from Germany in the valley between the Rha:tian and Julian Alps, and fills into the
Adriatic not far from the Po. These rivers being always full, and crossing the main line of
communication, form important military barriers. They preserve also the plain in a state
of perpetual fertility, though they often cause considerable calamity by their inundations.
The tributaries from the south are also numerous, but, with the exception of the Tanaro and
the river of Genoa, of no remarkable magnitude. The rivers of Lower Italy would scarcely
descrve mention, but for the high associations of history and poetry. The far-famed Tiber
itself, which on this ground, * with scorn the Danube and the Nile sarveys,” is described by
Addison as deriving 1ts scanty stores from an unfruitful source. It drains, however, a con-
siderable extent of the Apennine, and its entire course may be 150 miles. The Arno of
Florence and the Lirio of Campagna are only distinguished for the beauty of the vales
through which they meander.

Lakes are not a feature very characteristic of Italy. Nevertheless, the waters which de-
scend from the southern face of the Alps, spread into the long and winding lakes, Maggiore,
Como, and Garda, which extend into the plain of Lombardy. The scenery of-these lakes
has not the grand and solemn character of those of Switzerland, which are enclosed in the
depth of the highest Alps; but they are beautiful in the extreme. The lower banks are
bordered by gentle hills covered with vines and luxuriant verdure ; while their heads are
crowned by the snowy summits of the Alps. The Apennine is not a lake-producing chain;
it only forms on its eastern border a few that are small, and very beautiful, Perugia, Celano,
Bolsena, &ec.: Sicily is also without lakes, .
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Sgor. I'I.——Iinmral History.
Sussecr. 1.— Geology.

The geognosy of this country has, of late years, engaged the particular attention of na-
turalists ; consequently, numerous new facts and views have been added to those formerly
known. The writings of Dolomieu, Hamilton, Von Buch, Spallanzani, Brocchi, Breislac,
Brongniart, Hausmann, Daubeny, Monticelli, Covelli, &c. are among the most interesting
with which we are acquainted as illustrative of the mineral history of Italy and its islands;
and to these we refer our readers. The following observations will convey a general idea
of . the geognostical structure and composition of this interesting country.

The geognostical structure of the central part of the Apennines is very simple; the

- mountains of that division of the range being composed of a white limestone which rarely
contains foreign beds, and but seldom fossil organic remains. 1t is there, too, that the range
is loftiest, and is also the broadest. But this simplicity of construction does not continue
throughout the whole Apennine range ; for, from the point where it rises from thoe Alps to
the country of Florence, it is composed of strata and beds of slate, limestone, and a magne-
sian rock, named in Tuscany gabbro and granitello, The summits of the mountains of the
country of Genoa, which overlook the Gulf of Spezzia, are principally formed of this latter
substance, which is the euphotide of geologists. Some geologists consider this part of the
range as of primitive formation ; while others, as Professor Hausmann, view it as belonging
to the transition class of rocks, because he finds it containing, intermingled with the rocks
just mentioned, extensive deposits of greywacke. A limestone, resembling that of the Jura,

forms all the mountains extending from Florence to Abruzzo, and from Abruzzo to Calabria.

It is only in the latter province that the central part of the chain is formed of granite,
gneiss, mica slate, and other primitive rocks ; resting upon which, in the lower parts of the
country, there are deposits of tertiary rocks.

The sub-Apennine hills belong to the tertiary series, and are composed of marls, slate
clays, gravel, sands, and congloreeratcs. We observe also in these hills, but less frequently,
gypsum, calcareous tuffas, and volcanic tuffas. A limestone of modern formation abounds in
the neighbourhood of Rome, and is known under the name travertino, and of which the
principal monuments of that city are built.

The Apennines are not rich in metals, The most considerable mines are those of iron,
which occur in Tuscany, and chiefly in the island of Elba, a tract composed of primitive
rocks. The coal mines in this chain are of but little importance, but there are great de-
posits of salt in the province of Cosenza. The principal mineral treasures of the Apen-
nines are the marbles, of which the most celebrated are those of Carrara, Seravezza, and
Sienna.

Ancient volcanoes do not occur in the central part of the Apennines; all of them, with
one exception, the hill of Voltore, near to the town of Melfi, in the province of Basilicata,
are situated on the south-western declivity of the chain. They form an interrupted chain,
which is passed over on the road from Sienna to Rome. The most elevated spots of this
district, such as the Monte Cimini near Viterbo, and the Monte Amiata, appear composed of
trachyte. It is associated with basalt at Viterbo, where it is columnar, and rests on a bed
of pumice and tuffa, containing the bones of quadrupeds. Near Viterbo is a small lake
which is in a constant state of agitation, owing to the emission of sulphuretted hydrogen
gas; and a little nearer, on the road to Rome, 1s the Lake of Vico, formerly the Lacus Ci-
mini, which has all the appearance of a crater. The Lake of Bolsena, between Viterbo
and Sienna, possesses the shape of an ancient crater, and its being bounded by volcanic
rocks is consistent with this opinion. The country around Rome, and also the hills on which
the city is built, is composed of tertiary marls, clays, and sandstones, intermixed with a pre-
ponderating quantity of granular and lithoidal voleanic tuffas. The marls and sandstones
are partly lacustrine, partly marine. The many lakes around Rome, such as those of Al-
bano and Nemi, ere formed by craters of ancient volcanoes. In the vicinity of Modena
there are many small mud volcanoes, called salses, which throw out salt water. These vol-
canoes give out carbonated hydrogen, which, sometimes catching fire, gives rise to the
natural fires mentioned by travellers, of which there are examples at Velleja, Pietra Mala,
and Barigazza. On the road between Rome and Naples, the first indication of volcanic ac-
tion, after passing the Pontine Marshes, occurs a little te the south-west of Mola de Gaeta.
We there find ourselves between two chains of hills,—that to our right, the Monte Massico,
composed of Jura limestone ; the other, on the left, of volcanic marls, The town of Sessa
stands on volcanic tuffa. Several coulées, or streams of lava, which seem connected with
the volcanic hill of Rocca Monfina, also occur near Sessa. Rocca Monfina retains the ves-
tiges of the great crater from whence these coulées flowed. A few miles west of the Mola
de Gaeta lie the Ponza Islands, four of which are composed of trachyte; in the fifth,
Giannone, the trachyte overlies limestone.

Vesuvius,—The only active volcano in Italy is Vesuvius, which shoots up in a country
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here the surrounding Neptunian strata belong to the tertiary class. It is composed of an
xder part, named Ml:gte ngma, and the moregmodem Ves:;yus tproperly. g0 called. Somma
is composed of alternating coulés, or streams of lava, and beds -of volcanic tuffas, which are
traversed by veins or dykes of lava. The modern part of the mountain is Vesuvius, ex-
hibiting rocks of the same general description. The earliest recorded eruption of Vesuvius
is that of 79, during which so vast a shower of ashes and scorie was thrpwn out, that the
cities of Stabie, Porpeii, and Herculaneum, were covered up, indeed fairly buried, by it.
Many eruptions have taken place since that period, and they. still continue, In the country
around Naples the land is by no means stable, as is l;)mved by the submergence and emer-
gence of the Temple of Serapis, near the town of Puzzuoli; and the rise of a new moun-
tain, on the northern side of the bay, in the sixteenth century. Vesuvius had at that time
been for a long interval tranquil, but a succession of earthquakes had taken place in the
country for two years previously : at length, on the 28th of September, of the year 1538,
flames broke out from the ground between Lake Avernus, Monte Barbaro, and the Solfatara,
followed by several rents of the earth, from which water sprung, while the sea receded 200
feet from the shore, leaving it quite dry. At last, on the 29th, about two hours after sunset,
there opened near the sea, a gulf, from which smoke, flames, pumice and other stones, and
mud, were thrown up with the noise of thunder. In about two days the ejected masses
formed a hill 413 feet high, and 8000 feet in circumference. The eruption finally ceased on
the 8d of October. On this day the hill was accessible, and those who ascended it reported
that they found a funnel-shaped opening on the summit—a crater a quarter of & mile in cir-
cumference. This hill, nnmed Monte Nuovo, is composed of fragments of scoriform matter,
or of a compact rock of an ash-gray colour, sometimes resembling trachyte, and at other
times approaching to porphyry and calx.*

The nearest approach to the phenomena of Vesuvius is exhibited in a hill between Monte
Nuovo and Puzzuoli, called the Solfatara, which, though considered an extinct volcano, is
continually giving off guseous exhalstions mixed with aqueous vapour. The gases are sul-
phuretted hydrogen and muriatic acid. The rock of the hill is trachyte. A vast coulée of
trachytic lava appears extending from the Solfatara to the sea, forming the promontory called
the Monte Olibano, on the road between Naples and Puzzuoli. .The whole of this stream
rests upon the extensive formation which reaches from Puzzuoli to Cume, and appears to be
continuous with the rock found in the immediate neighbourhood of Naples. !i‘his, which
has long been known by the name of Puzzuolana, is a formation of volcanic tuffa. The
height of the tuffa, in many places near Naples, is very considerable; the pile of the Ca-
maldulo, the loftiest eminence next to Vesuvius in the whole country, is composed of it, and
to the west of Naples it forms a sort of wall, so lofly and abrupt, that the former inhabitants
of the country apparently found it easier to avail themselves of the soft and friable nature
of the stone, and to cut through, than to make a road over it. 'This is the origin of the cele-
brated G'rotto of Posilippo ; 8 cavern 2178 feet in length, 50 feet in height, and 11 in
breadth. The Lake Agnano occupies the crater of an old volcano. The famous Grotto del
Cane, situnted on its borders, is perpetually giving out carbonic acid gas, containing in com-
bination much aqueous vapour, which is condensed by the coldness of the external air; thus
proving the higher temperature of the place from whence it proceeded. The mouth of the
cavern being rather more elevated than its interior, a stratum of carbonic acid goes on con-
stantly accumulating at the bottom, but, upon rising above the level of its mouth, flows like
so much water over the brim. Hence the upper part of the cavern is free from any noxious
vapour; but the air of that below is so fully impregnated, that it proves speedily fatal to any
animal that is immersed in it, as is shown to all strangers by the experiment with the dog.
The Lake of Avernus may likewise have been the crater of a volcano. The Monte Bar-
baro is probably the most elevated volcanic hill on this side of Nuples: it has a crater on its
summit, and its great antiquity is shown by the circumstance of its surface being covered
with verdure. The perfect condition of the crater of Astroni has caused it to be selected
b{ the King of Naples as a preserve for his wild boars, and other animals destined for the
chase: it is a circular cavity, nearly a mile in diameter, the walls of which are formed of a
congeries of scorie, pumice, and other ejected materials, According to Breislac, the number
of craters of which indications occur in the neighbourhood of Naples will amount to not less
than 27; but we suspect the amount is much over-rated.

The middle and lower parts of the river district of the Po is formed of tertiary rocks more
or less deeply covered with diluvium. The tertiary deposits are intermingled in a very
interesting manner, on the southern foot of the- Lombard Alps, with various trap. rocks,
These arrangements are best seen at the following places :—in the Val Nera, Val Ronca,
Montecchio Maggiore, Monte Viale, and Monte Bolca. South of Padua lie the Euganean
hills, an isolated tract of high ground, in the midst of a level tertiary country; consisting
of a trachyte formation, not unlike that of Hungary, which, from its vesicular structure in
some cases, and its semivitreous appearance in others, would at once be taken for & volcanic

Daubeny.
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product. The tertiary deposits contain remainsdf whales of extinct species, also of the ele-
phant, rhinoceros, hippopotamus, &c.; and fossil animal remains of the same description-
occur more abundantly in the diluvium. ‘Tertiary and diluvial deposigs also extend from
Ancona along the coast of the Adriatic, with but little interruption, to the extremity of the
Peninsula. : :

Italian Islands.—Islands of Procida and Ischia. These islands are situated a short dis-
tance from Naples, and are entirely of volcani¢ formation. Procida consists of an alterna-
tion of beds of tuffa and of slaggy lava.. Ischia is composed for the most part of a fock
which seems to consist of finely comminuted pumice, re-aggregated so as to form a tuffa.

Lipari Islends. The Liperi Islands, between Naples and Sicily, are also composed of
volcanic rocks. The island of Stromboli consists of a single conical mountain, having on
one side of it several small craters, one of which is in a state of activity, the rest extinct.
This volcano is retharkable, not for the intensity of its action, but for the circumstance of
rarely enjoying periods of repose, no cessation in its operations having been observed from a
period antecedent to the Christian era. Its action consists in ejections, repeated at very
short intervals, of stones, scorie, and ashes, which cither fall back within the crater, or are
carried in another direction, according to the drift of the wind. The island abounds in vol-
canic tuffa, which is traversed by dikes of slaggy lava. The island of Lipari is remarkable
for its splendid displays of the beautiful volcanic glass named obsidian ; and for a profusion
of pumice. The pumice of commerce is principally obtained in that island. Another isle
of the Lipari group is Volcano, which appears, prior to the Christian era, to have been in a
state of activity at least equal to that of Stromboli, and which still emits gaseous exhalations
from the interior, as well as from several parts of the external surface of a crater situated
in the highest part of the islund. These vapours, acting upon the rock they penetrate, de-
compose 1t, and form with its constituents large quantities of alum, and other sulphuric salts.
This island also affords a very rare substance, viz. the boracic acid, which lines the sides
of the cavities in beautiful white silky crystals, and combined, it is said, with ammonia. Sal
ammonia also occurs in this curious spot; und in a mixture of this salt with sulphur the
substance named selenium has been detected. Close to Volcano is an isolated rock called
Volcanello, which, though without a crater, emits from its crevices sulphureous vapours.

Corsica. The mountains of this island are principally primnitive and transition, the rocks
being granitic and ophiolitic. Their limit, ranging nearly from 8. to N., passcs near 1o, and
to the west of the town of Corte. All that is to the west of this line is in general granitic,
with subordinate rocks of porphyry, gneiss, mica slate, and limestone or marble. 'T'o the
east of the same line, all the N. E. of the island is principally formed of talc slate, contain-
ing numerous subordinate beds of marble, euphotide, slate, &c. Jura limestone appears at
the bottom of the Gulf of Saint Florent, and on the east coast, to the north of the Gulf of
Porto Vecchio. No volcanoes occur in this island ; and the ancient lavas mentioned by some
authors are beds of euphotide. Hot springs, however, occur in Corsica ; the principal ones
being those of Orezza, St. Antonio di Guagno, and Fium’ Orbo. The only mines are those
of iron, copper, and antimony; and argentiferous galena is also met with, but in small
quantity. Considerable deposits of diluvium occur in different parts of the island ; and these,
like other formations, are more or less deeply covered with alluvium,

Sardinia. The predominating formations in this island are primitive and transition; the
rocks being granite, mica slate, clay slate, and limestone. On the north-western part of the
island there is a considerable deposit of tertiary limestone, and one of much greater dimen-
sions in the southern division. Trachyte and other volcanic rocks appear il connection with
the tertiary deposits; and Mr. de la Marmora observed extinct volcanoes on various points,
and principally in the chain of mountains which extends across from the canton of Marghine
from Milis to Bollotana. All these districts, of igneous origin, exhale pestilential vapours,
which may assist in explaining the remarkable unhealthiness of this island. Caves occur
in the limestone; and these, with the rents that traverse it, contain, generally embedded in
a kind of breccia, bones of various kinds of quadrupeds, some of living species, but the
gren.ter number of these animals appear to be extinct. Metals are rare; there are but
eeble traces of silver, copper, and mercury. Many mines, however, of lead and iron occur.

Sicily. In this remarkable island the predominating rocks are tertiary, secondary, and
volcanic; the older ones, or those of the primitive class, being less abundant. ‘The primi-
tive rocks are found at the north-east corner of the island, near Messina, where tha pre-
vailing kind appears to be gneiss. The transition constitute a chain of hills extending
obliquely from Melazzo on the north coast, to Taormina on the east. They consist chiefly
of mica slate, clay slate, with beds of glance coal, quartz rock, greywacke, sandstone, and
limestone. Nearer than these is a great deposit of sandstone, with s few subordinate beds
of marl and limestone, which occupies a great part of the central chainof the island, and
extends alongpart of the northern coast. It first occurs to the east of Palermo, near the
river Pilato, a few miles from Cefalu. It is older than the Jura or Apertnine limestone.
Resting apparently upon this sandstone is a formation of limestone and dolomite, composing
the north-western part of the island, and which appears as the equivalent of the Jura or
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Apennine limestone, Caves containing bones occur in it. Resting upon.this formation is a
deposit of marls and limestones, containing nummulites and hippurites, which appear to be-
lofg to the chalk apd greensand of English geologists. Upon, these rest a series of creta-
* ceous limestones and marls of the older tertiary epoch. The fifth formation is an extensive
tertiary limestone, found both north and south of the grand central range. Above this rests
a still newer deposit of a conglomerate, containing shells of species now existing in the
Mediterranean : it is well seen on the north coast, and to the south of Syracuse. Of the
sanf® age with this deposit is a bone breccia which forms beds lying upon the preceding, and
alsc occurs in caves; and in both situations contains bones of the elephant, hippopotamus,
and deer, with a few of a carnivorous animal of the genus Canis. Siill newer than this
bone conglomerate is a diluvial deposit; of which there are two kinds: the oldest occupies
considerable heights, the newest covers the bottom of valleys. The tertiary rocks, so abun-
dant in the island, contain beds of common salt, sulphur, gypsum, and alum, along with beau-
tifully crystallised sulphate of strontites. Volcanic action uppears to have been in operation
from a very remote period in this island, as is cvinced by the different sets of volcanic rocks
which Etna affords. The oldest volcanic rocks of Etna are those in the Val di Bove, where
there is a magnificent display of trachyte, porphyry, and tuffa: the next in point of age are
the basaltic rocks; and the newest of all are the coulées or streams of modern lava, with
their tuffas, ashes, sands, and scorie. The trachyte and basalt seem to have been produced
before the commencement of the present order of things, the coulées, &c. are the matters
which havé flown within the period of humai history, and which still continue. It is pro-
bable that this mountain was burning at a period antecedent to the tune of Homer. At Ma-
caluba, a hill near Girgenti, consisting of blue tertiary clay, there is a continual disengage-
ment of carbonic acid and carbonated hydrogen, from small cavities, shaped like craters,
which are filled with muddy water mixed with mineral oil. 'When the quantity of gas
emitted is great, it throws up the mud to the height of 200 feet.: these are called air volcanoes.

Sicily is not rich in metals : the mountains to the N.W. of Taormina present traces of a
gold mine, said to have been worked at a very remote period. Some mines of silver, copper,
lead, and iron are mentioned. Beds of sulphur occur abundantly in the blue tertiary clay ;
and though Sicily has long supplicd Europe with that mineral, its stores are yet far from
being exhausted. The blue clay also contains beds of rock salt: the most cofisiderable are at
Alimina, where this substance 1s found both massive and crystallised.

Malta and Gozo. These isles consist entirely of tertiary rocks, closely resembling those
of the south-eastern part of Sicily. The most common rock is a fine-grained straw-coloured
limestone, which is often so soft as to be worn down rapidly by the weather; but in other
instances, it is sufficiently hard to form an excellent building stone, to which circumstance
thesc islands have been in a great measure indcbted for the elegance of the numerous churches
and palaces which are seen in every town and village. Harder and more crystalline lime-
stones are also met with, but all of them are ncarly of the same colour. Both these islands
are of trifling elevation; the highest point of Malta, which is one of the hills to the west of
Civita Vecchia, being only 590 feet above the level of the sea. .

SursecT. 2.— Botany.
* The garden of the world, fair Ttaly!
Thy very weeds are beautiful, thy waste
More rich than other chunes® fertility.” .

Italy and Sicily—These countries partnke very considerably of the general character
and aspect of the vegetation of the south of France; and the geographical distribution of
the plants 1s well depicted by M. Mirbel.

The Siciiians cultivate, with more or less success, the Sugar-cane, the Custard-apple, the
Date, &c. The different enclosures are surrounded by the Agave americana, which forms
an impenetrable fence. By the side of the Plane, Poplar, and Willow, grow the Cactus
Tuna, or Prickly Fig, the Orange, Citron, and Olive, the Myrtle (fig. 336.), Laurel,
Carob-tree, and Pomegranate (fig. 387.); while Arbutus and Tamarisk abound upon the

Myntle - Pomegranate.

Vor. 1L ' 2
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coasts. The Dates of the environs of Girgenti, situated on the soushern coast, are said by
‘Mirbel to be excellent; not so in the vicinity of Palermo, where the®ate Palm is unknbwn
except in gardens. . !

OQP all the mountains of Sicily, Etna, whose enormoys volcanic mass rises to the height
of 10,870 feet, is the most celebrated. Its base, whose circuit exceeds 80 miles, exhibits all

 the fruit trees peculiar to the transition zone: higher up ig the forest region. It is said that
two or three centuries ago this region ascended to the very summit: howeyer this may have

. been, it now ceases at a considerable distance from it. The most remarkable trees there are
the Oak (Quercus Robur), the Beech, the Ash, Horse-chestnuts in the greatest abundance,
and Plum-trees: higher up are woods of Birch. These last, which form the upper zone, are
scanty on the southern side, and very numerous on that exposure of the mountain which
looks towards the north. Beyond this region every thing green disappears, and the only
shrub is Spartium etnense Bivona. Mount Etna has no perpetual snow, unless we so con-
sider those masses which lodge in shaded crevices, and there resist the heat of summer, at
an elevation of nearly 9000 feet.

It is well ascertained by geological facts, that Sicily and Italy once composed but a single
continent, and that the mountains which cover so large a portion of the former, are but a
continuation of the southern chain of the Apennines, which, interrupted by the Straits of
Messina, re-appears in Calabria, and lifts its loftiest summits in the kingdom of Naples.

hough some of these rise to 8000 feet, the snow nowhere remains permanently upon them.
It is only in the southern part of Italy that the Apennines can boast of a rich vegetation;
everywhere else, this chain is of an arid and sterile character. '

The temperature of Calabria has much affinity with that of Sicily: its summers are
intolerably hot, and frost is scarcely known during the winter. The numerous rivers and
brocks which gush from the hills, abundant dews, and an astonishingly fertile soil, maintain,
during almost all the year, in these favoured countries, a fresh and brilliant verdure. The
plains, the slopes, and eminences, produce Olives, Tamarisk, Arbutus, Myrtle, Jujube, Pie-
tachios of both kinds, and Oleander (only in dry beds of torrents), the Sweet Bay, and Carob,
the Palmetto, Rhamnus, and Phillyrea ; the Pinus Pinea or Stone Pine (fig. 338.)—the tree,
whose picturesque outline and dark hue have recommended it so much to the artist, that it

Stone Pme.

forms & striking feature in almost all Claude Lorraine’'s and Gaspar Poussin’s celebrated
Italian landscapes; Manna Ash, Chestnut, Mulberry (fig. 339.), Plane, Willow, Poplars,
&ec. In the warmer spots, there are large groves of Orange and Lemon trees; those of the
vicinity of Reggio being most esteemed. In the ﬁﬁeentﬁ century, the cultivation of the
Sugar-cane was carried on with spirit in Calabria, and even on the coasts of Samnium : now,
the red and white mulberry, which are grown for the silkworms, The barren rocks are
covered with Agave, Cactus, and Capers. “ R

The portion of the Apennines which intersects Calabria is clothed from the base to the
very summit with umbrageous forests of Oaks and Coniferous trees; especially consisting of
the Common Oak, the Cork tree, the Quercus Cerris, Horse-¢hestnut, and Yew, the Larch
umliVI Wildecl:)tch Fir, with the Pinaster, &c

- Most of the vegetable productions ¢f Calabria follow the line of the ¢ and ado;

the shores of the %ays of ’Izlaples and of Gaéta. The Orange and Lemon (;::’ch the Gu,l?
of Genoa, but the climate refuses to perfect the Sugar-cane, The French tried in vain
to naturalise it, during the period of their sway in Italy. Snow rarely falls in Naples; still,
instapces of its having been seen for a few days are not unknown. J!urxdging by the state of
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v tation, the average heat at I\Eaples is about one degree higher than at Rome. Winter
b:%em‘in "December #the first spring flowers are expanded by February ; and in May the:
summer heats are already fe“l» :

roughout the country in general,
be;li?flee lﬁnize, and Millet’ (ﬁg 340.),
re, as in all the warmer parts of the
northern hemisphere, Rice (fig. 341.)
is extensively cultivated, especially in
low flat lands, where the fields can be
temporarily inundated. This operation,
as may be supposed, occasions much
pestilential fever; so that, in many dis-
tricts of Italy, laws are enacted pro-
hibiting rice-grounds within the dis-
tance of five miles from the large towns,
Arundo Donax (fig. 342.) is a gigantic
grass, frequently in Italy, which scems
to take the place of our Common Reed
(A. Phragmites). Of the A. Donax,
fences are made, also walking-canes,
fishing-rods, and a variety of articles
which require strength combined with
lightness. The Caper (fig. 343.) of
commerce, too, is an object of consider-
able value. It is the Capparis spinosa
of Linneus, the Cappai or Kappai of
the Arabians. It grows upon old walls, -

and in dry rocky situations. The buds of thc flowers are gathered before expansion, put
fiqt; vinegar, and, as is well known, are extensively employed in scasoning for various

ishes.

Rice.

¥

Arundo Donax. Caper.

There is a wide difference between the temperature of the more northerly and the south-
ern provinces of Italy ; owing as much to the increased height of the Apennines and their
broader bases, as to the actual elevation of latitude. Beyond Bamnium, the Orange and
Lemon can no longer endure the climate. The plains of Abruzzo sometimes experience cold
winters; and though the Oaks are seen on the sides of the mountains, they no longer reach
their tops, and the Coniferous trees are as scarce here as they are abundant in Calabria.
The Pinus Pumilio, which of all the genus is the one that grows at ‘the greatest height,
stops at 4800 feet ; beyond it are only seen such shrubs, plants, and herbs as are peculiar to
regll‘ons where the snow tegularly falls during the whole winter,

he Olive tree, and izs common accompaniments, reach to Rimini on the eastern coast,
where the salt-marshes, perhaps, arrest its further progress equally with the colder tempera-
ture; on the western side it attains to the bases of ghe Pyrenees; and near Padua, in lati-
tude 45°, and in sheltered spots about the lakes of Garda and Como, it also grows. At
Verona, this tree is no longer seen: but the Pistachio, Pomegranate, Zizyphus valgais,
Diospyros Lotos, Celtis australis, and Ostrya vulgaris, are in abundance, o
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Suvesgcr. 3.—Zoology. . -

= The goology of Italy, the garden of Europe, is peculiarly interesting both to the classic
traveller and the scientific naturalist : its rich and sunny plaing, intersected by wooded hills,
and backed by the noble chain of the Apennines, terminated only by the sea, present that
diversity of temperature and situation so well suited to display a rich and varied assemblage
of native animals. Hitherto this zoological field has been but imperfectly explored: hence
it becomes extremely difficult, if not impossible, to give mere than a slight and very general
sketch of its leading peculiarities, \ B

The native quadrupeds have never been particularly enumerated ; but wolves are still
found among the Apennines, and the wild boar is not, unknown in the forests of Calabria.
The buffalo was once employed as a beast of burden, but is now rarely if ever seen; nor can
it be numbered among the native animals.

The ornithology of central Italy has very recently been ably illustrated by the Prince of
Musignano (Ch. L. Bonaparte). Information from suchn source is so highly valuable, as
throwing so much light on the general distribution of the European birds, that we shall here
introduce the results furnished by this eminent ornithologist. )

The number of species discovered in the vicinity of Rome, and which probably includes
nearly all those found in the States of the Church, amounts to 247: of these, 60 are also
found in America; leaving 187 as exclusively belonging to the BEuropean fauna. The
whole 247 species are arranged under the following heads :—stationary near Rome 43; per-
manent residents, but occasionally changing their station, 37; summer visiters, 40; winter
visiters, 57 ; transitory visiters, 26 ; accidental visiters, or stragglers, 44.

The following list of Roman birds, unknown &s natives of Britain, will materially illus-
trate the geographic ornithology of the two countries; thosc marked * have occasionally-been
found, as stragglers only, in the islands:— :

Cathartes percnopterus,... Slender-hilled Vulture. Anthus rufescens,..
Falco nevius,. ........ - Rough-footed Eagle Lath. arboreus Beck.
Falco-brachydactylus Short-clawed Falcon. Tichodroma Muraria,

Cenchris Bonap. Little Kestrel. Upupa Epops,*.......
e PUfipes Zem.. . .. Rufous-thighed Falcon. Farus pendulinus,..

« Rufous Titlark.

. Wood Titlark.

Wall Creeper.

. European Hoopoe.
Pendulous Titmouse.

Btrix Aluco, ..o viniiionn Alauda Calandra,.. .

Pastor roseus,*. .. ..ooo..s Rose-coloured Qusel. cristuli, «.... . Crested Lark.

Oriolus Galbula*......... Golden Oriole. brachydactyla, . . Bhort-clawed Lark,

Coracias garrula,*......... European Roller. Imberiza Gl oo aen

giypsolus melba,. ...oounn. Alpine Swift, Fringilla cisalpina,........

uscicupa abicollis,...... White-collared Flycatcher, | —— Serinus,...... eeees

Lagius meridionalis,. .. ... Southern Bhrike. PeLronin,. .. .ov. e
mnor,............. Italian Shrike. Perdix saxatilis Tem. ..... Rock Partridge,
rutilus,*. +v+. Woodchat. Charadrihis minor,...... ... Little Plover,

Merula cyanea,. «++- Blue Thrush. Ciconia alha,....c..vvvoo. . White Stork.
saxatilig,...... +.'.. Rock Thrush. BIEEr,.ov oo even ..o . Black Btork.

Curruca turdoides Sw. .

.. Thrugh Sedgebird. Ardea purpurea®.. ... Purple Heron,

Bylvia ignicapilla,. .. .« Fire-crested Warbler, rallowdes Scop. .o vvene Rail Heron.
Sylvia Cetti Tem. . ........ Cetti’'s Warbler. Ibis falcinellus, «.\vov +«+ European Ihis,
8Bylvig melanocephala Lath. Black-hcaded Warbler. Numenius tenuirostris,. .. . Slender-billed Curlew.
Bylvia cisticola Tem. ...... Tringa subarquata, .......
Sylvia passerina Tem. .... Totanus stagnatilis,....... Pond Sandpiper.
Pithys* Tem.. . Platalea leucorodia,. ... Spoonbill,
sibillatrix Phanicopterus antiquorum, Flamingo.
Sterna Jeucoptera,........ White-winged Tern.

Anas lencocephala Lath. s .
.. Golden Stonechat. leucophthalmos Tem.
yeeser oo« Water Titlark. Pelecanus Onocrotalus,. ... White Pelican,

It must nevertheless be remembered, that this list, nimerous as it is, exhibits but a partial
statement of Italian ornithology; as the birds of the western and southern provinces, ad
Naples, Calabria, and Taranto, still remain to be investigated.

A brief notice of the most remarkable birds will satisfy the.general reader: these appear
to be the Slender-billed Vulture, the Rose-coloured Starling, the Blue Thrush, the Hoopoe,
and the Wall Creeper. T .

The Slender-billed Vulture (Cathartes percnopterus) is near two feet and a quarter long :
its principal food is carrion: hence the bill is not adapted for vigorous offence against livin

animals: the face is bare of feathers, while those on the nec
are pointed. The general plumage is pure white, except the
quill feathers, which are black. In Europe, this vulture is con-
fined to the southern kingdoms, but is abundant in Egypt, where
it is of essentinl use in devouring all putrid substances, which
might otherwise.infect the air. The Rose-coloured Starling.
(Pastor roseus) (fig. 344.) is one of the most elegant bird %
Europe; it is about the size of a thrush. The general plumige
is rosy ; the wings, and a pendent crest on the heud, are gloss
black. This bird has occasionally been séen in Britain, m«i
although widely disrersed over-the greater part of Europe, it is
nowhere so plentiful as in Asiatic Russia. “The Blue and Rock
‘ Thrushes are sweet songsters, and on t¥l account are much

aurita,. .
Anthus aquatic
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ized, when in captivity, by the Italians. The Hoopoe is one of the common migratory
irds; it usually arrives from the African coast very fat, and we can, from experienge, state
it to be delicious eating when cooked in the Italian mode. The Little Wall-creeper (Ticko-
droma muraria),with its crimson wings, is one of the rarest birds, but is océasionally seen
on the lofty walls of St. Peter’s Church, . ) .
Among the insects of Italy, the Tarantula Spider and the Silkworm are equally celebrated.

So much of fable and exaggeration has been mixed up with the history of the first, that it is

difficult to separate truth from falsehood: it is even doubtful whether any spider of a deci-

- dedly venomous character truly exists in the cbuntry. During a residence of many years:
in different states of Italy, we never met with one answering such a description; ‘and it is
well known that the common people give this name indiscriminately to every large. spider
they happen to meet with. Much more real danger may be apprehended from a species of true
Scorpion, which is by no means uncommon in damp houses; and our own specimen (fig.

345.) we actually found one evening within our bed : its

sting is venomous, and, we have heard, dangerous. M';X

not the qualities of this insect have been cxaggerated,

and transferred to a spider? The Silkworm is too well
known to require description. In some .provinces, as

Lower Calabria, &c., the insect is fed more ugm the

leaves of the red than on the white mulberry. It is not

generally known that a species of true Termites, or

White Ant, inhabits Sicily ; it is found only in old houses:

upon one occasion we discovered a nest established in a

portmanteau of clothes, moat of which had been destroyed by the perforated labyrinths of

these destructive creatures, ;

The domestic animals are not very remarkable ; the climate, from its heat, being ill adapted
for grazing, The common breed of oxen are among the largest known, and are furnish&d
with horns of an immense size; but the animals are gentle, and much used for draught :
there is also another race, principally found in Tuscany, much smaller and esteemed for its
fine form and pure white colour; and these are exported both to Cuba and Jamaica. The
insufficiency of pasture accounts for the scarcity of sheep; and this is so remarkable, that
in some of the distant provinces mutton is considered rather unwholesome, and is rarely, if
cver, brought to market. During many years' residence in southern Italy, we never saw
this meat exposed for sale; and in the island of Sicily, sheep are nearly unknown, In the
southern provinces the cheese, butter, and milk are derived from goats, which are kept in flocks
of 100 or 150: they are driven out in the morning by the goatherd, and conducted to their
pens towards sunset. The pigs are all of the long-legged, unimproved breed, and no care
is taken in their fattening. :

Sicily., The zoology of Sicily has been hitherto so little known, that we shall take this
opportunity of briefly illustrating its peculiarities, The following remarks have béen the
result of personal observations, made during a long residence in this celebrated island.

The native quadrupeds, in former times, appear to have been much more numerous than
they are at present: this diminution has not originated in the increase of population or of
agricuiture, for both ofthese, it is well known, have envrmously retrograded since the splen-
did epoch of Sicilian history. The diminution of the larger dnimals originates in two cguses:
first, the scarcity of wood and shelter; and, secondly, the universal passion for shooting.
The ancient forests of Sicily, which once sheltered the larger game, have been adua.lfy
diminishing ; and the next century may possibly witness their total disappearance. The only
fuel burnt throughout the island is wood and charcoal. Now, a Sici{ian landed proprietor
never thinks of planting any other trees than vines or olives; to benefit his estate fur the
sake of those who are to inherit it afterwards, never enters his imagination. With such a
constant and universal demand for fuel, ahd with no measures being taken to provide a future
supply, it may therefore be easily imagined that wood is already scarce. The vast forests
of Etna, of which so much has been said, and which originally belted that stupendous moun-
tain, have been so diminished in modern times, that they hardly exist but in name. In thes&:
regions immense quantities of charcoal are made, and sent to all parts of the island. T'rees’
are felled every 3ny, but not one is ever planted; in short, even in 1815, after the British=
troops had been in.the island ten years, wood began to be. so scarce, that their rations of
fuel were principally brought from the opposite shores of Calabria.

The scarcity of wild animals originates also in another cause: every Sicilian peasant
carsies his gun_ as constantly upon his shoulder, as he does his cap upon his head ; and he
shoots at every thing. With but little shelter for retreat, or for breegi(;)g. and perpetually
exposed to destruction by the gun, it is not surprising that Sicily in general should be as
remarkable for its paucity of resident birds and quadrupeds, as it is for its naked unwooded
upgeumnce. Its scenery is grand and magnificent; but everywhere it is deficient in wood
and water. . . . :

Ivn forﬂer times, it dppears that several lelc.l* animals, now seldom if ever seen,cvere met

oL, IL. :

Scorpion,
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witn mn abundance. Authorities cited by Mongitore (Sicilia Ricercata, &c., 1742) show
that the Wolf was always a scarce animal, is now probably extinct, The Wild Boar
’ was formerly common, ard much hunted: and the earliest
historians mention Porcupines (fig. 346.) or Spined Pifs
(porci spinosi, armatidi spine), as being wild in the forests
of Etna: that this animal should not have been originally a
native of Europe appears, therefore, highly improbuble.
Fazello, one of the earliest Sicilian writers, asserts that
Fallow Deer (Dama) were found wild in abundance on the
lofty mountainous chain of the Madonia (Nebrodes), and on
that of Dinamare (Neptuni). From the latter, owing to its
vicinity to Messina, both deer and forests have long since
Porcupine. disappeared. We do not believe, indeed, that this noble
animal is any longer wild in this island ; but large herds are
stated, to exist in the woods of Mimiano, belonging to the Prince of Paterno and the Duke
de Montalto, where they are preserved. The same authors mention the Stag as being par-
ticularly numerous, both on the sides of Etna and in the forests of the Nebrodes, Upon these
latter mountains were also found numbers of Wild Goats, whose teeth were tinged with a
olden hue, probably eriginating from the nature of some particular plant there abundant.
glnres and Rabbits are now almost the only native quadrupeds to be met with: the latter are
not common; and the former are stated to have been introduced in the island by Anassila,
tyrant of Reggio. (Mong., Sic. Ric., vol. i. p. 283.)

Among the birds of Sicily must be reckoned many species common to the opposite shores
of Africa; these are principally of the wading tribe. The swampy lakes and inaccessible
morasses of Leontini and Syracuse afford shelter to vast flocks of waterfowl, which arrive
during the spring and autumnal migration. The mealaria, a most virulent und fatal species
of~ague, engendered by these low lands, renders them almost uninhabitable during the
greater part of the year, and is a sure protectiorr to the birds
tnemselves, The immense flocks of quails (fig. 347.) which
pass by the way of Sicily to the northern parts of Italy, during
the month of April, is almost incredible: it is no uncommon
thing for a good sportsman, with one dog, to bag from fifty to
sixty brace the first day after their arrival. Bee-eaters, orioles,
rollers, hoopoes are then common over every part of the
island, and are pursued by numerous hawks and owls; but the
whole disappear towards the beginning of May. The African
Flamingo Is not an uncommon bird in the solitary marshes of
. Syracuse; where the Peclican also is an occasional visiter.

Queil. The beautiful Purple Heron, the Night Heron, the Little Big-
tern, the Long-legged Plover, the Glossy Ibis, the Pranticole, and several other rare European
species, are among the common migratory visiters, and give to the ornithology of Sicily an
interest which it would not otherwise possess.

The insects of Sicily are more numerous than might be expected from the bare and
unsheltcred nature of its surface. The character of its entomology is decidedly more allied
to that of northern Africa than of central Europe. All those genera which delight in a hot,
sandy soil are particularly numerous: as Scarabzus (Mac Leay) Trox, Pimelia, Scarites,
Gryllus, Sphex, Amphicoma, Bembex, Chrysis, Osmia, &c. Sicily is very rich in hymenop-
terbus insects; and of the genus Anthrax, or Sand Flies, we discovered near thirty species
in the vicinity of Messina alone.

The Butterflies (Papilionide) are numerous, and comprise the most elegant species known
in Europe. Podalirius europeeus Sw., Gonepteryx Cleo~
patra, Eurymus hyale Sw. (fig. 348.), P. Daplidice, A,
Lathonia, &c. are common. Africa imparts to Sicily one
of her most superb and .mposing butterflies in the rare
P. Jasius, Jasia europea Sw., which we have occa~
sionally captured near Messina.

Flights of devastating Locusts, unknown to the other
parts of Europe, have occasionally afflicted this fruitful

o 1sland. The earliest upon record is mentioned by Fazello,
Eurymus Hyale. who says that (about the 15th of May, 1355) the heavens
were darkened by vast clouds of Jocusts coming from Africa; that they spread over the
islahd, and began to make all verdure disappear; but that a sudden change~of wind taking

, a8 if by miracle, they departed in dense squadrons, and were driven into the Jonian
o where their bodies being cast upon the shore, caused such putrefaction, that a grievous

e ensuad.

re recent flights of locusts u;;‘geured in 1637, and in the four years following 1656 ;
also in 1487, 1688, and 1680. But the most destructive appears to have béen that of 1708
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ific insects, as Mongitore relates, first landed at Sicli; from whence, spreading
g&ﬁeﬁg in vast atr?’nies over %he whole island, they caused devastation and ruin, during
the Yive following years. In motlern times the island has happily been spared from t.hls
wx[’ﬁ; and Gozo.* The animals of Malta and Gozo, as may be expected, are few; yet,
as we can write from personal knowledge, a few notes on the zodl of these detac!
islands, should not be neglected. Of native wild quadrupeds, we believe, there are none
9 larger than o rabbit. During the spring and shtumnal rii-
84 gration, Quails, for a short time, are 1n great sbundance,
and the beautiful Merops, the Golden Oriole (fig. 849.), and
the elegant crested H{,:)poc, are sometimes to be met with
in the market. The large bird called the Maltese Vulture
must be expunged from our systgms, being no other than
the Alpine Vulture (Cathartes percnopterus Tem.) in a
young state: it was probably a straggler from Africa, or
the lofty mountains of Sicily; for these birds could find no
permanent habitation or shelter in the flat cultivated table-
land of Malta. The little island of Lampidosa is remarka-
ble for being the habitual residence of the most elegant of European birds, and one, also,
which has never been recorded as such: this is the Coronated Crane, or L'Oisezu Royal of
the French (Ardea pavonia Lin.): several of these were captured in 1812, at Lampidosa,
and brought to Malta alive. 7T this solitary and nearly uninhabited island the Flamingo
and many other wading birds of Africa occasionally resort. .

The fish are in great variety, and at all times afford a plentiful supply for the table: yet
the species are, for the most part, similar to those of Sicily. The inhabitants, being Catho-
lics, consume great quantities of shell-fish. The oyster 1s, indeed, unknown ; but the har-
bour and coasts round La Valetta supply abundance of Murex truncalus ( fig. 350. a), M.

A brandanus (b), both much better tasted than our whelks,
Immense quantities of the Lithodomus dactylus, or Bor-
ing Muscle (c), are annually consumed. Indeed, the
whole island, from its geological nature, is but a vast
nidus for this singular shell-fish, which perforates the
soft rock, below the water, with the smoothness ang re-
gularity of an auger. In the still inlets and recesses of
the crecks and harbours, may be found a great variety of
radiated Mollusca, which, from the pellucid nature of the

a, Murex Trunculus. b, Murex Drandanus. water, ma be dem‘ly discerncd at a d(‘pﬂ’l of eight or

¢, Luthodomus Dactylus. even ten feet,

« The domesticated animals, and the nses they are applied to, excite the attention of trav-
ellers, on first visiting the island. The oxen are Exrge. and have enormous horns, being
the same breed as that of Sicily: all the heavy draught work is performed by them, both in
town and country. The horses are mostly imported from Barbary ; and the breed of asges
is mot inferior to that of Spain. The mule is umversally employed for lighter purposes; and
the old Maltese families still adhere to the ancient custom of using them in’ carriages, in
preference to horses. Cows are rarely seen, the artifigial soil being too valuable for agri-
culture ; but goats abound, as they thrive on the scanty herbage of the rocks, and suppl

all the milk and fresh butter which are required. Sheep may be considered a curiosity bot

in Sicily and Malta ; for mutton is rarcly seen, even at the highest tables, The Maltesc
dog is nearly extinct, the common breed being more like the pointer, and half spaniel. Rats

are so large and numerous, that, during the famous siege of Valetta, they became delicious
food to the starving Maltese, and sold at a high price.

Golden Oriole.

Sgcr, IIL—Historical Geography.

The history of Italy is unrivalled in the magnitude of its events, and their influence upon
the general destinies of the world. Our limits and plan can allow only a very hasty sketch
of the mighty revolutions of which this country has been the centre.

Of the early nations of Italy but little is known, The Etruseans, by the works of art
handed down by them, especially in the form of terracottas, appear to have been a civilised
as well as a powerful and free people. The south, colonised from Greece, and even deno-
minated Magns. Greecia, was the seat of the most celebrated of the early schools of science :
Pythagoras taught at Crotona ; and the Samnites, by their gallant resistance to Pyrrhus, and
afterwards to the Romans, established their name as a military nation,

Rome sprung up amid these nations rather as a band of refugees than as a regular state.
The Romens then subjected, one after another, first the neighbouring tribes, then the whole
of Ttaly ; and afterwards crossed the scas, to conquer all the known world. Among their
high and energetic virtues, and daring exploits, they retained still a character of rudenéss:
and the first influence of their conquests was to extinguish in the subject nations the degrea
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of civilisation they already possessed. - Etruria lost her early arts, and Carthage that’im-
mense commerce which embraced all the known seas of the globe. But as the hardy cap-
tains of Rome penetrated to the cities of Greece, and saw the matchless works of archi-
tecture and sculpture with which they were embellished, their rugged pride was softened,
and they were smitten with the love of these beautiful arts, The orators of the Forum
sought next to transfer the splendid powers of eloquence which had given dignity and
splendour to Athens. At last, Cicero undertook to transplant the Grecian philosophy. Une

- fortunately,- at the same time, the chiefs who returned laden with the spoils of so many
nations, introduced an unbounded luxury, which vitiated altogether the truth and simplicity
of ancient manners, )

The empire of Rome, the most extensive and opulent ever established, was, after dreadful
convulsions, -erected on the mighty ruins of the senate and the republic ; and the world be-
came, a8 it were, the inheritance of a single man. On such a trying and perilous emi-
nence, examples were presented of the most unbounded cruelty and dissoluteness ; yet also
of the most wise and enlightened humanity. During the Augustan age, poetry and all the
fine arts were patronised and cultivated with ardour, after the Grecian model,.and carried
almost to an equal pitch of perfection. The oppressive sway, however, of successive
tyrants, and the brutal license of the preetorian guards, soon left little more than that bar-
barous voluptuousness which generally characterises a purely despotic government. )

The decline of the Roman empire was attended with calamities to Italy and to mankind,
still more dreadful than those with whieh its rise had béen attended. The barbarians of the
north and east of Europe, allured by the reported wealth and weakness of the empire,
%':ssed continually closer on its frontier. They were kept in check for some time by the

nube and the Alps, and by the remaining strength of the legions. At length they burst
all these barriers, and ravaged the beautiful plains of Italy. The transference to the East
of the seat of empire left this portion with an unequal share of the common defence. Rome
itself, the imperial capital of the world, became the prey of barbarians; it was successively
sacked by the Goths under Alaric, and the Vandals under Genseric.

The sceptre was snatched from the feeble hand of Augustulus, and the western empire
was extinguished. The kingdom felt a gleam of reviving prosperity under Theodoric the
‘Ostrogoth and Theodosius the Great, but was soon overwhelmed by fresh swarms of bar-
barians, among whom the Lombuards were the most conspicuous, and have given their name
to the northern plain watered by the Po.

The empire of Charlemagne suspended the troubles of Italy, but formed the commencement
of that long series of ultramontane dominion to which she has been subjected. When the
members of that empire, France and Germany, separated from each other, Italy fell to the
lot of Germany, which retained the imperial name and dignity, but ever afierwards found
this country a turbulent and precarious appanage.

The spiritual authority of the Popes formed a new species of empire, which seemed 40
invest Rome with a deur almost equal to that which she had displayed under the
Cwmsars. After a g'rﬂgfft:ll progress, it rose under Gregory VIL, to such a height that
Henry IV., the most able and powerful prince of his time, was fain to present himself bare-
headed and barefooted, and on his knees implore forgiveness for having ventured to dispute
the spiritnal authority. From this time these proud pontiffs not only claimed the right of
disposing absolutely, throughout the Christian world, of all the officers and ministers of
religion, and of exacting from it the regular tribute of “Peter’s pence,” but even of ex-
communicating and deposing the greatest kings. As the emperors, however, did not tamely
submit to these usurpations from a power which they considered in a temporal sense as
subordinate, a series of struggles ensued, which scandalised the church, and distracted
Europe.

TIP:rise of the commercial republics, Venice, Genoa, and Florence, formed a brilliant era
for Italy, enabling her almost to equal the most splendid ages of antiquity. Their navies,
both for war and commerce, covered the seas, and set bounds to the all-grasping ambition of
the Ottoman, which threatened to overwhelm the whole western world. By degrees, also,
the lamp of learning, which had shed for ages only a dim light over Europe, broke forth hero
into full effulgence. The remains of Greek literature were conveyed over by the learncd
men who fled before the sword of the Turks; the writings of the ancients were drawn from
the depth of convents, and eagerly studied and circulated. What was of more consequence,
a race of enlightened princes and nobles arose, who sought glory in patronising knowledge,
while a general taste for it was diffused among a wealthy and refined community. Thearts
of painting, architecture, and music, on which the wealth of the noble citizens was lavishly
expended, rose to an eminence equalling, perhaps, that of the ancients, and surpassing that
‘of any other modern nation.

The decline and degradation of Italy rapidly ensued after this brilliant era. Her great
republics lost the liberty which had rendered them so flourishing ; their arts and commerce
were transferred to the northern maritime states, The great monarchial powers, ufter long
struggles, reduced her territory to a state either of subjection or vassalage; while they con-
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tinued #¢ the same time to make her soil one of the great theatres.of contention. Italy had
reason more and mage to deplore “ her fatal gift of beauty,” which became so fruitful & *source
of present’ woes and pest;” she was branded even with the appellation of “ slave of elaves.”
R/og:e herself lost her spiritual greatness, which was withered even in Catholic countries by
the progress of reformation. The late revolutions of Europe, though they produced in Italy
many eventful scenes, can scarcely be considered as forming an era in her destiny. They
had only the éffect of sealing her degradation by extinguishing what remained of the inde-
pendence of her once great republics, Venice and Genoa. The Italians are eaid to regret
the lost-name of the kingdom of ltgalfy given by Bonaparte to the northern districts, though
accompanied not with any portion of political freedom, but with some beneficigl regulations
of law and police. In general a great body of the Italian people manifest a deep sense of the
fallen state of their country, and an eager desire to seize any favourable occasion to revive
its ancient glories; but as yet the iron hand of Austrian military power has crushed in the
bud every tendency of this nature,

Secr. IV.—Political Geography.

The political state of Italy presents nothing on which the well-wishers of that country
can look with much satisfuction. It is chiefly divided among five potentates: the Emperor
of Austria, who holds Lombardy and Venice, to which may be added Parma and Placentia,
the appanage of Maria-Louisa ; the king of Sardinia, who has Piedmont, Savoy, and Genoa ;
the GPrund Duke of Tuscany; the Pope, temporal ruler of the States of the Church; the
King of Naples and Sicily. Beside these, the Duchies of Modeua and Lucca, the princi-
pality of Monaco, and the republic of San Marino, form separate, though they hardly deserve
the name of independent, states. The constitutions of all these sovereignties possess an
unhappy simplicity ; the will of the ruler operating unchecked by any legal or constitutional .
limit. Neither the great civic nobles of the commercial states, nor the feudal nobility of
the country, have any effective influence in the administration. They only exercise, by
their immense fortunes, a pernicious influence in checking the operations of police, throw-
ing the publke burdens on the industrious classes, and depriving them of the just protéction
of the laws. The police over all Lower Italy is in the most imperfect state. Bands of
almost licensed robbers occupy the mountain districts, and make frequent inroads into the
plain; thus rendering a great purt of their territory unfit for the residence of the cultivator,

The only tic between the separate governments of which Italy is composed consists in the
paramount influence of Austria ; the power of all others which sets itself in the most fixed
opposition to political reform. The Emperor of Austria has his brother Grand Duke of Tus-
cany, his father-in-law King of Naples, one of his daughters Duchess of Parma and Placentia,
and the family of Sardinia bound to hiin by close ties of consangunity. . What is of more con-
sequence, his troops also are in a position to overcome any one of them which should adopt
measures contrary to the views of this high potentate, ing otherwise unconnected with
each other, and none of them powers of the first rank, they present no political features
which may not be exhibited in describing the local divisions of Italy.

Sect, V.—Productive Industry.

The productive wealth of Italy has suffered greatly in the decline of her other sources
of prosperity. Yet such is the felicity of her soil and climate, and so considerable are the
rirlnnibn]s of {er‘ industry, that the entire produce of her land and labour is still ample and
* valuable.

Agriculture, as Smith has observed, is one of those plants which take such deep root, that
only extreme tyranny and misrule, and scarcely even these, can eradicate them. Italy is
now dependent upon other countries for the superb fabrics with which she formerly supplied
them; her ships ne longer cover the Mediterranean; her merchants, who were once her
nobles and her princes, retain only the shadow of mighty names. But the plains of the Po,
the Arno, and the Garigliano are still cultivated like gardens; and the agricultural produce,
afler supplying a very dense population, affords a large surplus for export.

Culture in Italy is conducted by a class of farmers to whom we have nothing analogous in
our part of the world. The stock is furnished half by the landlord, and half by the tenant;
and the produce is equally divided between them. 'I};xe lease is only from year to year; but
a tenant who ‘;)uys his rent, and does not give any serious offence, is never removed; Mr.
Forsyth considers the productiveness as being invariably in proportion to the smallness of the
{)roperty; the cause of which mebab}y is, that, under a system of management where the
andlord co-operates, the part of those holding large estates committed to stewards and sub-
stitutes is commonly very ill done, and their avidity for money shows itself only in extortion.
The property of the great ecclesiastical nobles of Rome has thus been converted into a pes--
tilential desert. In Lombardy and Tuscany, however, the mercantile intelligence of the
opulent owners has been employed in important rural improvements; the wealth of these
districts is chiefly dve to the astonishing works constructed at an early period for the pur-
pose of irrigation. Several of them.were executed at periods prior to the era of authentic
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récord ; gthers in the twelfth, thirteenth, and’ fourteen centuries. The aqueducts? sluices, -
and other works connected with them, are still the admiration of engiméers. They are now.
80 divided,and subdivided, as 1o convey the means of irrigation almost into every field; and
" in this southern clime, where nothing almost but water is wanted, the increase of fertility is
almost incredible. The produce is sometimes more than tripled; and grass may be mown
three, four, and five times in the year. The property of water, thus the grand instrument
of cultivation, is fixed and distributed by the minutest regulations. Every spring newly
discovered belongs to the proprietor of the ground, and is by him immediately converted into
a little canal. The enclosures are small, and surrounded, for the sake of shade, by poplars
and mulberry trees, which give the country a rich wooded appearance. The farm-steadings
are kept very neat and clean. In the Tuscan vale of the Ao, the irrigating system is
practised on a different and still more elaborate method. The stceps of the Apennine,
from which the waters poured down only in irregular torrents, seemed incompatible with
such a process. Recourse was had to the terrace system, which, though not uncommon in
Asia, is in Europe almost exclusively Italian. The processes by which level spots have been
formed on the sides of the stcepest mountains, naked rocks covered with earth, torrents
confined*within walls, and guided in little canals along almost every field, could only have
been cffected by the Florentine merchants in their greatest prosperity. The people of the
present age with difficulty support the heavy expenses of repairing and keeping up these
most useful works, The cultivation of Naples does not require such elaborate processes.
All that is there wanted is shade, which is procured by dividing the country into very small
fields less than an acre, and planting each side with high trees, round which vines are
trained. The land is almost entirely tilled with the spade; but the poor cultivator is
obliged to give two-thirds, instead of one-half, to the proprictor. The Neapolitan Apennine
is not cultivated with the same elaborate care as the Tuscan; but nature profusely covers
it'with the chestnut and the olive. An entirely different system prevails in the great ma-
remmas or plains along the sea-coast, which, from some cause not fully ascertained, are
filled at o certain scason with air so pestilential, that human beings eannot remain for any
length of time without the loss of health, and even of life. These wide plains, surrounding
the greatest cities of Italy, present a scene of the most dreary desolation, and are covered
‘merely with wandering herds, watched by a few mounted shepherds, who, however habitu-
ated to the climate, labour under constant debility. Once in about six years each spot is
brought under the plough, for which purpose numerous bodies of labourers are brought from
Rome and Sienna ; and sometimes a hundred ploughs are employed at once, in order to get
over as soon as possible this dangerous operation. The farmers are few in number, not more
than eighty in the whole Roman state, They reside constantly in the cities, have large
capitals, and long leeses; and some of them have live stock worth $75,000.
he objects ot agriculture in Ttaly are numerous and important. They include: grain of
all the most valuable descriptions. The wheat of Sicily, and still more of Sardinia, is
reckoned the finest in Europe. Maize is a prevalent grain, chiefly for the food of the lower
orders; and even rice is raised with success, and to a considerable extent, in the inundated
tracts of Lombardy. Silk is an universal staple, and of very fine quality. The export of it,
in a raw or thrown state, since the decline of internal manufactures, has been the main basis
of Italian commerce: it is sent to all the manufacturing countrics, and shares with that of
China and Bengal the market of Britain. The vine finds almost everywhere a favourable
situation, and is cultivated: but the juice no longer prescrves the fume of the ancient Faler-
nian, It is in general too sweet, and too imperfectly fermented, to admit of exportation,
‘Mr. Eustace endeavours to turn this circumstance to the honour of the national character,
conceiving that the sober Italian, who drinks to quench thirst, has no motive to study the
preparation of a delicate wine. The wines of Naples and Sicily are the best, and are some-
times seen at the tables of the great in foreign countries, The Muscatel and other Sicilian
wines are so extremely luscious, that only one or two glasses can be taken at 4 time. That
island, however, has another kind, the Marsala, often sent to America and the West Indies,
where it passes for Madeira. The olive grows in very great luxuriance in Naples, on the
eastern slope of the Apennines; and the oil made from it is more highly esteemed than any
other, at least for use in the fincr woollen manufactures, whence it finds in England a steady
demand, under the name of Gallipoli. Cattle are not particularly numerous; but many of
them, from their quolities, are singularly valuable, Pre-eminent among these are the cows
fed in the pastures of the Parmesan, and the country around Lodi, which produce the cheese
considered superior in richness and flavour to any other in the world. The cattle are of the
Hungarian breed, crossed with the Swiss; they are fed in the stall upon mown grass; and
numbers of the small proprictors keep a dairy in common, that they may conduct the pro-
tess on a large scale. The cattle on the Apennines are of a small gray kind, which Mrs;
Graham praises as the most beautiful of their species; but they give littte milk, and after
being employed in labour are driven down to the Maremma to be fattened for the city mar-
kets. The sheep abound in all the mountainous districts, and their wool is’ generally
esteemed. That of the Venetian hills has, by crossing with the merino, been rendered
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almost perfect; and that of the mountains of Rome and Naples, thongh not so fine, is valued -
for the mfality of its texture. A great part is black, ang woven und{;ed, for thé clothing
‘of the galley-slaves and of the friars. Gouts are reared in great numbers afnid the Apen-
nine clifis;" and their flesh and milk is the animal food chiefly used by the cultivators, with
the addition, however, of fresh pork. Hogs are reared also in great perfection: they are not
pent up, and fed on refuse, but wander at large through the woods, where they feed on nuts,
mast, and roots; and become even somewhat intelligent and sprightly animals. The hams
and bacon thus produced are considesed at Rome as a great luxury. The fruits of Italy are
various and delicious, but none are of such value as the chestnuts, which in the upper
regidns constitute the food of a numerous body of mountaineers, who even dry and convert
them into bread. The Apennine timber, consisting chiefly of oak and chestnut, is little used
except for barrels. The saline plants of Sicily yield a barilla which rivals that of Spain.
Among partial objects we may mention cotton in the southern provinces of Naples, which
was produced in 1812, to the amount of 60,000 bales, and the hemp of Bologna, which is of
peculiar excellence. The Neapolitun manna, which exudes from a specics of ash, is made
a royal monopoly.

'he manufactures in Italy, once remarkable for their elegance and variety, are now every-
where in a state of decay, and present only specimens on a small scule of what formerly
existed. The great and opulent citizens, after the military revolutions which deprived them
of influence and sccurity, scem cverywhere to have retired to the country, and invested their
capitals in land. Silk was formerly the grand staple, particularly in the form of velvets and
damasks, richly adorned with gold and silver embroidery. This manufacture still exists in
most of the great citics, thongh on a reduced scale. The Venetian States, in 1795, had only
2701 silk weavers, and 1163 gold and silver spinners. In 1802, the number of weavers in
Turin had been reduced from 1400 w 500. The Lombard peasantry, however, still carry on
the throwing of silk upon their farms, and it is exported in the shape of organzine for the use
of the foreign manufacturer. The woollen manufactures of Florence were once immense,
giving employment to 30,000 persons; but they are now both few and coarse. Linen is con-
siderable, and is often combined with cotton, which flourishes tolerably in the southerm pro-
vinces of Naples, where the muslins of Tarento enjoy a good deal of reputation. Glass, in
brilliant and curious forms, was once a celebrated and admired article; and there are still
made at Venice, on the island of Murano, mirrors, glass beads, and tubes; at Florence, the
flasks bearing the name of that city. It scems doubtful if the art that produced the ancient
earthenware of Ltruria still exist. In the Florentine and Roman states are made, without
the use of the wheel, numerous jars of red earthenware for holding oil; probably on a very
antique model. The works of Doccia, near Florence, produce goods resembling those of
Staffordshire. The only fine porcelain of Italy is that made at Nuples, which may vie with
any in Europe. The potteries at Terramo, in the Abruzzo, are also very extensive. Some
curious works, inlaid agate tables, cameos, mosaics, &c., which elsewhere rank with the fine
arts, are carried to such an extent, at Florence and Rome, as to be articles of trade. The
paper of Ttaly had formerly a high reputation ; and that of Belluno, and some parts-of Tus-
cany, is still in repute. Extremely fine soap is made gencrally throughout Italy, but more
particularly in Sicily. We must not omit the Tuscan manufacture of straw hats, which
affords a most valuable employment to the country girls in that neighbourhood, and yields a
produce of about $625,000 a year. In generul, Italian statistics are in so low a state, as to
make it scarcely possible even to conjecture the amount of these various articles. :

Minerals, especially metals, are deficient to a degree remarkable for a country so very
mountainous, The Alps, which are so,. rich on the side of Germany, produce on that of
Italy only iron in the districts of Brescia and Bergamo, and copper in that of Belluno. The
Brescian iron has been worked with considerable diligence, being formed into the steel cele-
brated under the name of Brescian, and into various descriptions of hardware, which, how-
ever, have shared the general decline of Italian industry. Notwithstanding the boasts of
some native writers, no mines of importance seem to exist in any part of the Apennines, or
of the rest ‘of Italy, except the island of Elba, long celebrated for its fine iron. The cliffs
of this great calcareous chain, however, produce valuable stone, and particulariy several
species of beautiful marble, among which that of Carrara is conspicuous; nor are there
wanting agates and other ornamental stones. The sulphur of Sicily is an article of im-
portance. . :

The mercantile transactions of Italy have declined in a still more remarkable degree,
The discovery of America, and the passage to India by the Cape of Good Hepe, transferred
the most valuable trade of the world into channels from which she was exeluded. The re-
strictive, and, in many respects, oppressive system, adopted by the Spanish and German
princes, chilled the spirit of enterprise; and the great capitalists of Venice and Genoa pre-
ferred investing their gnone{eat high interest in foreign funds. The only great commercial
activity now existing is at Leghorn, which carries on not only the commerce of Tuscany,
but that of sNa.};les and Sicily, and-keeps even a regular dépét of all the commodities of the
Levant, Mr. Jackson reproaches thé English as acting against both their honour aud ine
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terest in_receiving these goods at third or fourth hand, and at an advance of 35 per cent.,
from traders who make it a religious duty to cheat the infidels; but the merchants find, -
bebly, an extreme convenience in having one port where they can make up a com%)m‘
assortment of Mediterranean goods. The exports from Italy consist almost entirely of the
articles of raw produce already enumerated, of which the leading articles are raw and
thrown silk, and olive oil ; to which may be added Parmesan cheese ; marble ; almonds, and
raisins, from Sicily and Lipari; Bologna hemp, barilla, sulphur, liquorice; paste, straw hats,
and a great quantity of rags. The staple import is salt-fish for the use of the devotees
during the fasts of the church. It is chiefly cod-fish from Newfoundland, called here
bacallo, and pilchards from Cornwall, All kinds of colonial produce and spices find a mar-
ket; also iron, lead, hardwege, silks, woollen, and, still more, cottons from France and
Britain. Leghorn also imports wheat from Odessa, beans from Egypt; the fruits, cotton, and
drugs of the Levant; but more for the accommodation of Britain and the other northern
nations than for the use of the country.

Fishing is a pursuit for which the extensive coasts of Italy, as well as its lakes and rivers,
furnish ample scope, as they abound with fish of the most excellent quality. It is carried
on with sufficient diligence for immediate consumption, but not so as either to furnish objects
of trade, or to dispense with a large importation. Anchovies, however, are shipped in large
quantities from Sicily for Leghorn; and it seems to be from some defect in the mode of cure
that they do not equal the Gorgona anchovies. On the western coast of the same island is
a considerable coral fishery. Amber, as a marmne production, may also be mentioned as
found more abundantly on the Sicilian than on any other coast, The tunny fishery of Sar-
dinia is the most extensive in the Mediterranean.

The canals, constructed during the period of the glory of Italy, are very numerous and
valuable. The plain of Lombardy is intersected by twelve on a large scale, connected by
innumerable minor channels. But though many of these are navigable, their primary
object has been to communicate to the country on both banks of the Po its uarivalled fer-
tility, This is still more decidedly the case in the Florentine canals, which are merely
broad ditches cut along the terraced sides of the mountains. The only canals of the south
appear to be those which have been formed at different times with a view to the draining of
the Pontine marshes. Commecrcial canals do not scem to have yet entered into the system
of Italian economy.

The roads of Italy were carried to the highest perfection under the ancient Roman em-
ire and republic. From Rome, as a centre, five great ways branched off to the different
tontiers. All obstacles were removed, rocks levelled, hollows arched over, in order to form

routes the most direct, level, and commodious. They were constructed in a peculiar man-
ner with large blocks of sione wedged together so as almost to resemble a flat surface of
rock ; and such is the durability thus produced, that several Jarge portions remain, after the
iapse of two thousand years, in as entire a state as at their first formation. The lines of
these great roads still continue, and are kept by the existing governments in very tolerable
condition ; so that travelling in Italy is obstructed only by the occasional inundations of the
rivers, and the still more perilous assaults of banditti, who occupy muny of the Apennine
recesses,

Secr. VI.—Civil and Social State.

The national character and the state of society in Italy are marked by prominent and
striking features. The people, in some respects, are perhaps the most polished and refined
of any in the world. While the German and many English nobles placed their enjoyment
in hunting and the pleasures of the table, music, painting, poetry, and assemblies for con-
versation, forrned the delight of the Italians. The one spends much of his fortune in keep-
ing a splendid table, stud, and pack of hounds; the other in building palaces, and adorning
them with masterpieces of painting and sculpture. The French are, perhaps, still more gay
and social ; but their gaiety is more of a noisy, empty, and animal kind ; while the Italian
derives his delight from objects of taste, and feels them with deeper sensibility. The nobles
of this country were from the first civic ; and all their habits have continued to be those of
a city. What they call the chase, has no resemblance to the bold adventurous field-sports
of England, but consists merely in driving a number of animals into an enclosed place, and
shooting them at their ease. + No pains are bestowed on the improvement of their estates,
which are managed according to a mechanical routine, under the care of stewards, who
often embezzle a great part of the produce. Being excluded also from all concern in public
affiirs; and from the administration of the state, they have become estranged from labits of
manly and energetic exertion. They pass their lives in a listless and lounging apathy,
making it their sole object to while away the hour in the most easy and agreeable manner.
Their day is spent in a regular routine of attendance on mass, on their lady, on the theatre,
the Casino, and the Corso. As the title and rank of a noble descend to all his posterity,
%&great increase in their number, by reducing them to a miserable and proud poverty,

still more to degrade them in the public eye. Ostentatious magnificence is combined
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with sordid economy ; the most superb equipages and a| enth are Jet out to.foreigners,

.. who are not even qgite sure of honest deﬁing. Attached to many of the Flarentine palaces

*ig a little shop, where wine is retailed in the smallest quantities. - But the de: reproach
of Italian manners seems to be the established system of cicisbeism, by which every mar-
ried lady must have her lover or cavaliere servente, who imposes on himself the duty,
wherever she is or goes, to dangle after her as her devoted slave. This connection is sad
to b not decidedly, or at least certainly, criminal, as our manners would lead us to suppose ;
but rather to form an état into which it is necessary to enter, on pain of expulsion from the
fashionable circles, and which is continued according to a routine of almost mechanical ob-
servance ; the gallant speaking not of the mistress whom he loves, but of her whom he
serves. It is obvious, however, that it must, at the very leasty imply the sacnﬁpe of a1l that
is happy or respectable in domestic life, attended as it is with an anathema against the-mar-
ried pair, if they show the slightest symptoms of respect or regard for each other. Still,
charity and humanity appear conspicuous virtues in these nobles. - The misericordia, en in-
stitution diffused throughout Tuscany, consists in Florence of four hundred persons, many
of high rank, who devote themselves to personal attendance on the sick, superintending the
hospitals, distributing food to the patients, and watching the manner in which"they are
treated. ‘These duties, indecd, they perform under the disguise of long black vestments,
which cover and conceal the face. There is another society for searchingiouf. and relieving
the poor who have seen better days, and are ashamed to beg: but in Mr. Forsyth's time
their zeal had so far relaxed, that they bestowed alms only upon application ; and Mr. Wil-
liams considers their original object as wholly lost sight of. The charitable institutions of
Naples, Rome, Milan, and Genou, appear also to be most extensive; and the boqnty bhe-
stowed, especially at the convents, is considered as one of the chief causes of the idleness
and mendicity which prevail in the great cities. Temperance must be admitted as another
virtue of the Italians. Notwithstanding the abundance and cheapness of wine, intoxication
is scarcely known, even among the lowest ranks. English visiters complain that, amid the
profusion of other forms of courtesy, little food or drink is vouchsafed to them, even by the
most opulent. A dinner is an event of the rarest occurrence ; and the amusements of the
evening are only those of intellect or society, without any refreshment whatever. The ac-
companiment of real politencss and civility, however, shows that this proceeds not from
want of hospitable feelings, but of that importance which is attached to good cheer by the
English nation.

The lower ranks form the mass of the Italian population, with scarcely any intervenin,
class between them and the nobles. They share, in some degree, the refined tastes an
manners of the higher ranks. The common shopkeepers of Florence and Rome possess a
taste in the fine arts, and sometimes even in poetry, which is unknown in the most polished
circles beyond the Alps. They delight also in conversation, which they support with pecu-
liar animation, and with gesticulations the most varied and expressive of any European
people. The peasantry are, on the whole, a poor, quiet, contented orderly race; spending,
not very wisely, all their little savings in finery for their wives and daughters. But the
populace of the great towns display a character peculiarly idle, tumultuary, and unlicensed.
They seem 1o combine the characters of citizens, beggars, and bandits. ~ The lazzaroni of
Naples, in particular, form a numerous body, who exist almost wholly out of the pale of
regular society. The climate enables them to live without houses,—almost without clothes,
and with only a daily handful of maccaroni. Having obtained this by theft, by begging, or
some little occasional work, they abandon themselves to luxurious indolence, or the indul-
gence of wayward humours, 'i:hcy are a set of wild merry rogues, with all the rude energy
of savages, full of humour, address, ready argument, and quick repartee.  In political con-
vulsions they have made very signal displays of energy, usually in defence of the reigning
family, to whom they are strongly attached. The practice of assassination, whether for hire
or on the impulse of passion, which was long peculiarly Italian, is said to have been eonsi-
derably reduced by the French. They deprived the sanctuaries of their right to protect the
ussassin ; and that right has not since been restored to them. Another too numerous class
are the bandits, who, established in the recesses of the Apennines, form a sort of separate
people, and carry on their vocation on a great and regular scale. The strength of their line
of mountain positions, which runs close and parallel to that of the high road through Italy,
uffords them opportunities of which -they know well how to profit. The road from Rome to
Naples is their favourite haunt, and even when guarded by piquets of soldiers at the distance
of every mile, it cannot always be travelled with safety. 'Bhey carry on their trade in a
systematic manner, and not without some adherence to the principle of honour when it has
once been pledged. Their grand aim is to carry off some person of distinction, and then to
exact a ransom proportioned to his means and dignity. The French and even the German
troops stationed in Naples rooted out some of these dens of banditti; but, under the supine
indolence of the Neapolitan government, they are again recruiting their strength,

Reli%lon still forms a prominent feature in Haly, the centre of that t epiritual domi-
nio:lr w H.h for so many ages held upbounded ;wy,y over Europo, e pope, as spli)riuul
oL. II R
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head of the Catholic churéh, maintains an_establishment rather suited to his former supre-
macy, than to the limited and almost nominal jurisdiction which he now exercises.
t council of the church consists of the college of cardinals, who, according to the regu-
establishment, amount to seventy: they are chosen by the pope, and on their part they
t him out of their body. Every fortnight they are assembled in a consistory, to deliber-
on the general affairs of the church, Particular departments are also administered by
congregations, which have not the signification which we attach to them, but signify public
boards. There is a congregation de propagandd fide, for missions to foreign parts and ‘the
conversion of heretics; the congregation of the index, for making up the list of prohibited
books. The Jesuits, since their re-establishment in 1817, have also their head-quarters at
Rome, where their general resides. The inquisition, now much mitigated in its rigour,
forms one of these congregations. There are thirty-eight archbishops in Italy; and the
number of suffragans varies according to the pleasure of the pope. The clergy, both secu-
lar and regular, were, prior to the Revolution, very numerous; and their possessions were
immense, censisting chiefly in land. The tithes were not very severe, and in Tuscany
had been altogether abolished. During the French revolutionary sway there was an exten-
sive confiscation of ecclesiastical, and especially of conventual property; and though this
has been partly restored, much still remains in the hands of the lay purchasers. It is said
that not much benefit has thence accrued to the cultivators, who have merely found a new
and often more rigid Jandlord. Another means of support to the church is from alms; and
the two most powerful modern orders, the Dominicans and Franciscans, have expresslg
announced themselves as mendicant; but the spirit of the times renders this source of wealt!
much less productive than formerly.

The ceremonies of the Roman Cutholic church are exhibited at Rome in all their imposing
splendour. Mr. Eustace considers the pontifical service at St, Peter’s, and the procession on
Corpus Christi day, as, perhaps, the most magnificent spectacles that are exhibited in the
universe. ~ All the parade of dress, the blaze of light, and the pomp of music, are united in
the magnificent hall of the Vatican, and the vast area of the church of St. Peter, to produce
the most imposing and brilliant effect: one of the most striking scenes is said to be in St.
Peter’s, on the night of Good Friday, when the hundred lamps thet burn over the tomb of
the Apostle are atonce extinguished, and in their stead a stupendous cross of light appears
suspended from the dome: in one part of the ceremonies the Pope makes a show of washing
the feet of pilgrims, while in another he bestows his benediction on the assembled mul-
titude. These great days are preceded by periods of severe fasting, agd followed by a car-
nival, or interval of almost unbounded license. The gloom of the first period is described
by Lady Morgan as enlivened by busy preparation in draping the churches, clothing altars,
and forming festoons; also in preparing dresses, crowns, necklaces, and cradles for the
Madonna and Child of the respective churches. Sometimes the Virgin blazes in pearls and
diamonds; sometimes she can only get a tin crown, set off with gilt paper and glass beads.
Mary, according to Mrs. Graham, is the goddess of Italy; even the robbers, who are gene-
rally devout, never go forth on a marauding expedition, without her image carefully tied
round ihe neck.

In zterature and science, the world is deeply indebted to Italy; first for the classical
works which she produced during her Augustan age; and then for the brilliant revival of
literature, under her auspices, after a long night of ignorance. In the fourteenth, fifteenth,
and sixteenth centuries she could boast of Petrarch, Dante, Tasso, and Ariosto, as standing
in the first class of poets; Guicciardini, Fra Paolo, Machiavel, unrivalled among the histo-
rians of their own and several succeeding ages; and Galileo as attaining the highest dis-
tinction in astronomy and physical science. Along with the political ascendency of Italy,
her literary greatness has suffered decay ; the magnificent patronage of the Medici and the
Estes was no longer extended to it ; and the national enthusiasm, by which it had been fed,
was depressed by slavery and adversity. Italy, however, has not ceased from time to time
to produce distinguished works. The lyrics of Giridi, Chiabrera, Filicaja, have attracted
admiration ; and the drama, which had been wanting in its fortunate age, was brought fag-
ward in a very imnosing manner by Alfieri and Monti. At the same time the political works
of Filangieri, Beccaria, and Verri, have displayed highly enlightened views; and Spallan-
zani, Fontana, and others have acquired distinction in medical and physical science.

The literary collections of Italy are of singular value: the library of the Vatican, if not
the most extensive, is probably the most valuable, in Europe ; the number of volumes (a sim-
ple fact, which might be easily ascertained,) has been left to conjectute, which fluctuates,
according to Mr. Eustace, between 200,000 and 1,000,000: he advises to take the middle,
which makes a very vague kind of estimate. The manuscripts, the most curious and valu-
able part, are reckoped by him at 50,000, but by Mr. Cadell only at 30,000, They comprise
very early copies of the gospels, the classics, and writers of the middle age. The French
extorted the surrender of 500, to be selected by themselves; but if (as reported by Lady
Morgan) the choice was capriciously made by illiterate officers, it may not have materially
reduced the value of the collection. The Ricciardi and Magliabecchi libraries, at Florengg,



Boox L. ITALY. m,

¢4 . .
and that of the Institute of Bologna, though secondary to the above, contain, however, a rich
store of ancient manuscripts and early printed works, formed by the munificent princes who
once reigned over these cities. The riches of that of Milan have been sufficiently proved
by the learned researches of M. Angelo Mai, who has retraced the lost works of Cicero and
other classic authors, erased in order to make way for monkish legends that have been writ-
ten above them. The library formed by the house of Este, at Modena, notwithstanding
severe and repeated losses, possesses still considerable wealth. At Naples, the papyri, dug
out from the ruins of Herculaneum, present still one of the greatest modern literary cur-
osities.

The fine arts in Italy have attained a splendour quite unrivalled in any modern country,
and have even flourished in that region as their chosen and peculiar soil. An aristocracy
living in cities, and estranged from rural habits, naturally centered their pride and gratifica-
tion in covering their country with this species of embellishment. The houses of the Me-
dici and of Este, with the nobles and senate of Venice, vied with each other in raising such
monuments. .

Painting, in the sixteenth century, and in the Roman and Florentine schools, reached a
height of perfection unequalled, perhaps, even in ancient times. In all the qualities of
form, design, and expression, which constitute the highest excellence of the art, no names
can yet rival those of Michael Angelo and Raphael. A school nearly contemporaneous was
formeg at Venice, which, as to the beauty of colouring, stands unrivalled. It is remarkable
that, ever since this early period, the art has becn in a state of gradual decline. The school
of Bologna, however, which immediately succeeded, attained to very great excellence, just
below that of its predecessor. But, for more than a century, though Italy has had some
showy and popular painters, there have been none who could establish any classic reputation :
at present, notwithstanding the respectable names of Camuccini and Naldi, the general cha-
racter of art is very secondary. An ingenious writer complains of the cold, glaring, hard
style adopted by those who have the opportunity of studying the most masterly of the ancient
works. Indeed, Mr. Williams suspects that the constant copying of these works, and often
for the mere purpose of sule, deadens the invention of the Roman and Florentine painters.”

The sculpture of Italy, even during its happiest ages, did not equal that of the arcient
schools; theugh Michael Angelo and Bandinelli, combining it with painting, produced some
very splendid specimens. In the present age the genius of Canova has burst forth with a
brilliancy which has enabled modern times in this art almost to rival antiquity. Thorwald-
sen, also, though a Dane, having been completely formed and fixed at Rome, has generally
been considered as Italian,

Engraving is an art subsidiary to painting and sculpture, and naturally following in their
train. Notwithstanding the interesting school formed by Raphael, and the valuable etchings
by the Bolognese painters, Italy secms, in this department, to have long remained behind
France and Flanders. This reproach has been removed in the present age, when the
petronage afforded by an association of nobles has produced Volpato, Bettelini, Gandolfi, and
above all Morghen, justly, perhaps, considered as the greatest engraver that ever existed,
The talent of these artists also having been employed solely on the finest pieces of the early
masters, has rendered their engravings of peculiar interest and value.

Architecture is another att in which Italy has no modern rival. Though some of the
northern nations may have erected more huge and more costly structures, none of them dis-
play the same thigh, pure, and classical taste. Besides Palladio and Bramante, who hold the
foremost place among professed architects, Michael Angelo employed himself in designing
several great edifices, which are stamped with all the grandeur of his genius. Hence, not-
withstanding the astonishing magnificence. of the architectural remains of ancient Rome,
they are completely matched by St.Peter’s, the Lateran, 8. Maria Maggiore, and other
modern churches.

The collections of art in Italy are of a splendour surpassing even that which might be
inferred from the great works produced by its artists, (gf the masterpieces of the ancients
which were either saved from the desolation of, the Eastern empire, or dug up from the
ruins of temples and palaces, by far the greater part were either found in Italy, or brought
into it; and that country became the grand depository alike of ancient and modern art.
Even at the time when French rapacity had stripped it of all its moveable treasures, the ,
grend productions of Michael Angelo, Raphael, Caracci, and Titian, painted upon the walls
of temples and palaces, remained immutably fixed. Italian pictures form still the brightest
ornament of all the collections beyond the Alps; yet the multitudes which have bgen‘pur-
chased out of Italy, seem scarcely missed amid the profusion of those which remain, Rome
continues still the Freet studio of all the nations of Europe: no puinter is considered fully
accomplished until he has spent a year or two in that capital; and many from the most
remote countries, enamoured of its beauties and advantages, make it their residence for life.

In music, Italy has boasted a similar pre-eminence; and for & long time all the great com-
posers in the high style of art, Pasiello, Cimaroga, and Salieri, were exclusive y Italian.
Of late, however, Germany has come forward as a powerful rival; Vienna especially haa
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produced several eomposers of the first class. Yet Italy seems still to be regarded as the

chief home of the musical art; thither all the students repair; and its vocal performers are
considered over all Europe as superior to those of any other country.

The amusements of Italy have been already touched upon, in estimating the character of
a people, of whom so large & proportion live only for amusement. The arts now ¢nume-
rated, as brought to such perfection, furnish a great part of their daily recreation; to which
they add a stilf more refined one, improvigatory poetry. In all the societies of Italy, there
are bards who are ready to recite a crowd of verses, upon any subject proposed, on the spot ;
and many have been celebrated as of great excellenco. We are not aware, however, that
any of the productions of these improvisatori have obtained the notice of the world in gene
rn.iy; and it seems on the whole to be rather a process for the display of quickness of fancy,
than one by which works of superior merit can be produced. ) ) ) )

- The mansions of Italy are celebrated for the splendour and art displayed both in their form
and interior decoration. Those built by the nobility in Rome, Florence, Genoa, and Venice,
are usually dignified with the name of palaces; and their classic exterior, spacious apart~
ments, and the works of painting and sculpture with which they are adorned, render them

often more interesting to the spectator than those
351 of the greatest monarchs beyond the Alps. They
are maintained, however, rather for show than use;
all the finest apartments being employed as galle-
ries of exhibition, while those in which the family
reside are of small dimension, in the upper stories,
and destitute of many of the comforts which, to
an English gentleman, appear indispensable : in
short, to him they appear little better than garrets.
The taste for architectural beauty descends even
to the lower ranks. The houses of the little farm-
ers in Tuscany and Lombardy are adorned with
porticoes and colonnades, and often display a classic aspect (fig. 351.).

The dress of the Italians does not seem to have any features peculiar or strictly national.
Among the upi)er ranks, French fashions prevail ; many of those in the country, and especi-
ally of the hilly districts, display a picturesque variety, which, being not unaccompanied
with taste, produces often a very pleasing effect (fig. 352.)
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Italian Costume.

In the food of the Italians, who are generally very temperate, we know not any very
characteristic article, except maccaroni. In the rest of Europe it has not been generally
adopted as an article of diet, but it is presented as a delicacy at the tables of the opulent,

Secr. VIL—Local Geography.

The local divisions of Italy are more than usually prominent; for though the country is
united by name, by a common language, and by a strong national feeling, it has yet bean par-
titioned into o number of states, politically independent of each other. The numemu;igtlrc
republics, indeed, which once made so brilliant a figure, and disputed for supremacy, have,
in the late convulsions, lost the feeble remains of their existence, and merged into the great
states, Italy is thus divided into five great portions: 1. The Ecclesiastical States; 2. Tus-
cany ; 3. Lombardy, or the Austrian States ; 4. The States of the King of Sardinia ; 5. Naples’
and Bicily: to which must be added the smaller states of 6, San Marino; 7. Modensa; 8
Lucca; 9. Parma; 10. Monaco. ;

N
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Sussecr. 1.—Ecclesiastical States. ‘

The Ecclesiastical States have lost that paramount importance which they once possessed.
and are the least flourishing and powerful of all the divisions of Italy. Neverthcless, as
they contain Rome, with all its stupendous monuments, and were the central theatre of all
the ancient grandeur of Italy, they still excite an interest superior to that of any other of
these celebrated regions. They form a central band, extending entirely across the country,
and separating the north from the south of Italy. Since the acquisition of Ferrara, their’
eastern portion shoots a large branch northwards as far as the Po. They are thus in contact
on one side with Tuscany and Lombardy, on the other with Naples. The Apennines pass
entirely through them, producing on their borders some of the most beautiful scenery in
Europe,—the lake of Perugia, the falls of Terni, the magic scenes of Tivoli and Frascati.
These mountuins divide the states into two unequal plains, of which the western is the most
extensive, and contains the city of Rome; but it is in a great measure waste and pestilential,
The eastern, comprising the Bolognese and the March of Ancona, is more fertile and better
cultivated, but much narrower, being closely hemmed in by the Apennines and the Adriatic.
The mountains produce timber, chestnuts, fruits, and even silk, wine, and oil, though not
equal in quality to those of the Florentine and Neapolitan territories. There is very little
manufacturing industry of any description. The annats, contributions, and indulgences,
which anciently maintained the pontifical sovereign in such pomp, have disappeared@ with
the degaying faith of the Catholic world. He muintains about 6000 or 7000 troops, which
are little better than a species of militia. . :

The population of the Ecclesiastical States is nearly 2,600,000. Principal towns:—
Rome, 150,000; Bologna, 70,000; Ancona, 30,000 ; Perugia, 30,000 ; Ferrara, 24,000; Ra-
venna, 16,000 ; Forli, 16,000 ; Rimini, 15,000 ; Pesaro, 14,000 : Benevento (in Naples), 14,000 ;
Ascoli, 12,000; Viterbo, 12,000; Macerata, 12,000; Urbino, 11,000; Loretto, 8000 ; Civita -
Vecchia, 7000.

The revenue is in a great measure conjectural, from the want of any official statements,
M. Balbi, in 2 communication to the Bulletin Universel, states it to have amounted, in 1818,
to 1,720,000L. ; of which there was derived from land-tax, 400,000L ; from customs, 300,0001. ;
monopolies, 190,000L ; registers, &c. 200,000 ; lottery, 135,000l. At present, the same
writer estimates it only at 1,237,000L. burdened with a debt of 24,700,0001,

Rome (fig. 353.)is the capital of the Ecclesiastical States. This ancient city, still great

Rome.

in its decline, presents to the reflecting mind a more interesting spectacle than the proudest
capitals of the modern world. It holds enshrined, as it were, all the sublimest monuments
of history and antiquity, Every spot is rendered sacred by awful names and heroic actions,
The memory of those who rose in genius and glory above the rest of mankind, and of those
whose nod fixed the destinies of the world, seems to hover around the “eternal city.”
Gibbon, while he disclaims enthusiasm as a part of his character, admits that it never left
him during the weeks which he spent in wandering through the streets and monuments of
Rome. Independent even of these high associations, Rome contains the most perfect works
in architecture, painting and sculpture, produced in the ages both ancient and modern, when
those arts had reached their proudest height. Even now, all who wish to attain taste or
perfect skill in those refined and beautiful arts, flock to Rome as their school. T celebrate
Rome as it was, and as it is, libraries have been written ; but we can merely mention those
grand features which render it the admiration of the world.

' -+ 'The outlines of ancient Rome, and its relation to the modern city, may be distinctly traced.
Forsyth distinguishes three cities called Rome ; that which the Gauls destroyed, that which’
Nero burned, and that which Nero rebuilt. The walls begun by Servius Tullius, and com-
pleted by Aurelian, present specimens of all the successive forms of construction which
pl'evailedv in Rome. The modern city is stilginclosed by them; but it covers only a portion
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of the vast site occupied by the mistress of the world. Tt extends chiefly over the Campus

. Martius and along the Tiber, forling & curve round the base of the Capitol. The spectator
must turn to the other side of that hill before he is met by the genius of ancient Rome.
There, scattered in vast and shapeless masses over the seven hills, appear its ruins. They
stand in Icnely majesty, with groves of funeral cypress waving over them. Its palaces, its
tombs, its baths, its temples with their pointed obelisks, stand majestic but solitary monu-
ments amid the extensive waste of time and desolation. The Palatine, which originally

weontained the whole city, which remained always its chicf and most populous quarter, and
is represented by Cicero as crowded with the senate, the orders, and with all Italy, presents
a mere landscape, with two solitary villas and a convent. The temples, palaces, and por-
ticoes lie in such shapeless heaps, that the utmost learning of the modern architect and
antiquary have been wasted in fruitless attempts to discover their plan and their site. Of
the imperial palace ‘only some vaulted subterraneous chambers of one wing remain. In
general, it may be observed that with the exception of a few grand objects, the details of
ancient Rome have escaped the most anxious researches of the learned. We cannot tell the
site of many of the objects even most famous in antiquity. We cannot say, “ Here stood
the house of Mecenas, of Cicero, of Horace.” However, the Capitol, the Forum, the hills,
are stamped with those characters of antiquity that cannot be mistgken: “a walk from
the Capitol to the Coliseum comprises the history of ages.”” The leading features in Rome
are the ancient edifices; the modern edifices; the works of painting; and the works of
sculpture.

Of the ancient edifices, though many retain only their rude foundations, and others have
been so shattered, that their orizinal form cannot now be traced, enough yet remains to in
spire the most solemn emotions, apd to give a full idea of the perfection of ancient archi.
tectural design. The monuments of Rome are”divided by Forsyth into the works of the
kings, of the republic, and of the empire. The first are of the solid and rude Tuscan order,
with large uncemented blocks; but only a few detached specimens of them can now be
traced. The works of the republic were almost strictly limited to the objects of utility and
power,—aqueducts, bridges, roads. 1t was not until the period of the empire, or at least
until the liberties of Rome, undermined by the vast wealth of conquered kingdoms, were
rapidly falling, that the arts of Greece, admired and imitated, enabled Rome to produce her
perfect specimens of architecture. The orders were Grecian; but it is remarkable that,
while the Doric and Ionic predominate in the original country, in Rome the highly orna-
mented Corinthian, of which the Composite is only a variety, was employed in all the prin-

cipal edifices. Of these, the Pantheon and Co-
liseum remain nearly cntire, or with only such
touches of ruin as render them more awful

and picturesque. The Pantheon (fig. 354.), whose
portico, it is said, “shines inimitable on earth,”
preserves uninjured this feature, its graceful dome
and its pavement, and the rich fluted marble pil-
lars that line its walls; while the deep tints of
ﬁe only serve to render it more venerable. Yet
r. Eustace laments it as shorn of its beams by
the disastrous twilight of eighteen centuries; he
regrets its proud elevation, the statues that graced
its cornice, the bronze that blazed on its dome,
) the silver that lined-the compartments of its

roof within: but, on the whole, Mr. Forsyth conceives no monument of equal antiquity to

be so well preserved; which seems owing to its fortune in having been converted into a

Christian church. The amphitheatre, called the Coliseum (fig. 855.), that spacious structure

“ Whach, in its public days, unpeopled Rome,
And held uncrowded nations in its womb,”

presents still the most gigantic monument of the Roman world. Fifty thousand people

could find seats in it; yet this h

space was, it appears, sometimes In-

sufficient for the multitudes who
thronged to witnr ss the cruel specta-
cles there exhibited. 'This edifice, by
its circular form, and the solidity of
its materials, was enabled to defy the
effects of barbarism ; but it fell a vic-
tim to the hand of taste. The modern
nobles, in seeking to adorn Rome with
palaces, used the Coliseumn as a quar-
ry out of which the materials might
be drawn. The Farnese palace, one
of its most boabted structures, is en-
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tirely built out of it. The work of spoliation was arrested before it had stripped off more
than half of this august edifice ; and from the frequent repetition of its parts enough remains
to enable the.architect to design & complete restoration. Some criticisms have been made
on its details ; but on the whole it is allowed to be the most magnificent, and to excite the
most solemm cmotions, of any existing monument of antiquity. Baths form another most
superb class of Roman monuments, Those of Caracalla resemble the ruins of a city rather
than of any single structure. They aflorded, in fact, every variety of recreation ; containing
temples, porticoes, librarics, and theatre. It is supposed that there might be accommodation
for three thousand persons to bathe ata time. The numerous columns, paintings, and statues,
have been obliterated ; though, of the latter, the Hercules and the Toro Farnese were dug
up from beneath. But the walls and many spacious apartments remain, and the general
outline may still be distinguished. There are traces of a mosaic pavement, which appears
to have extended over the whole. The baths of Diocletian are almost equally vast, but
show a decline of the art; a considerable portion of them is now converted into a convent
of Carthusians. The baths of Titus are smaller than either; but they appear to have been,
constructed in a purer taste, and beneath them was found the Laocoon, and the; finest remains
of ancient painting. The column of Trajan’(fig. 356.) and that of Antoninus (fig. 357.)
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survive as magnificent examples of this description of edifice. They are of the finest white
marble, about one hundred and twenty feet high, and decorated with a series of sculpture,
which winds in a spiral line from the base to the capital of each, representing their
respective wars and triumphs. That of Trajan, in particular, contains 2500 figures; t%rming
& complete system of Roman antiquities, and a mine from which all modern painters have
drawn materials. The two cmperors have been deposed from their lofty shrines, and in
their room have been clevated, with very bad taste, representations of St. Peter and St. Paul,
Triumphal arches formed with the ancients a favourite mode of commemorating great actions
and signal achievements. Of these, Rome still exhibits some splendid remains. The Arch
of Constantine (fig. 358.) is the loftiest,
the noblest, and in the purest style of
architecture. That of Titus is richer, but
is considered by Mr. Forsyth as too much
crowded with sculpture. Those of Severus
and Gallienus are decidedly inferior. The
tombs are lastly toe be mentioned, as an
object on which art and pomp were lavished
by the ancients. Those of Augustus and
of Adrian are on the most gigantic scale,
resembling subterraneous cities, The lower
vaults of the former are large enough to
serve for a modern amphitheatre ; but they
. ) were tombs on a hospitable system destined
to contain not himself and his relations only, but his freedmen and all their families. 'That
of Adriah, reduced to half its dimensions, still forms the Castle of St. Angelo, the spacious
citadel of Rome. Greater elogance appears in the tomb of Caius Cestius, a lofty pyramid,

Arch of Constante.
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whiich rises in lonely pomp, looking upon & hundred humbler tombs in the neighbouring grove,
.and supported on either side by the ancient walls of the eity venerable in decay. ’
. Of the modern edifices of Rome, those devoted to ecclesiastical purposes are by far the
most conspicuous; for, though Venice and Genoa may compete in the splendour of palaces,
in churches no other city can be compared with this metropolis of the Catholic world. They
sent also specimens of successive styles of architecture; many of them having been
gun in the first centuries, and enlarged and embellished by a long line of pontiffs, till they
f%ave become perfect treasuries of wealth and art. Some of these scries were not in the
very purest taste; but as, even in the dark ages, they were often modelled after ancient
structures which were always present to inspire ideas of grandeur, none of them exhibit
marks of total degeneracy and deformity. * He, therefore,” says Eustace, “ who delights in
halls of an immense size and exact proportion, in lengthening colonnades and vast pillars of
one solid block of porphyry, of granite, of Parian or Egyptian marble; in pavements that
glow with all the tints of the rainbow, and roofs that blaze with brass or gold; in canvas
warm as life itself, and statues ready to start from the tombs on which they recline, will range
round the churches of Rome, and find in them an inexhaustible source of instructive and
retional amusement.” Foremost among the churches of Rome, and of the world, stands the
majestic front and sublime dome of St. Peter’s (fig. 359.) On its site has always been the
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principal church of Rome, erected by Constantine, and rendered sacred by containing the
ashes of the apostle from whom the bishops of Rome claimed their descent and authority.
After being embellished during successive ages, it began to threaten its fall, when Nicholas
V. and Juliue IL conceived the project of erecting in its stead a new and nobler structure.
It was carried on for a hundred years, by eighteen pontiffs, all devoting to it a large portion
of their treasure, afd employing upon it the talents of Bramante, Michael Angelo, Bernini,
and other artists, the greatest of that most brilliant age. It is surprising with what unity
the successive artists worked over each other’s plans, The first, indeed, is liable to criti-
cism; but the colonnade and the dome are perfectly unrivalled, and render it the most mag-
nificent structure that ever was reared by mortal hands. The Basilica of St. Paul’s is still
more ancient, having been built by Theodosius, and presents great vestiges of ancient mag-
nificence, consisting in painted walls, and long ranges of marble and porphyry columns.
Though several times repaired, it has still, however, a forlorn, unfinished, and almost ruin-
ous appearance; presenting the aspect of a desolate and melancholy monument. The church
of 8t. John Lateran claims a still higher dignity ; being, in preference to St. Peter’s, the
regular cathedral church of Rome ; on which ground it assumes the lofty title of mother and *
head of the churches of the city and the world. It was, in fact, adorned with three hun-
dred antique pillars, which would, it is supposed, have formed the finest pillared scenery in
existence ; but, uhhappily, it came into the hands of a .modern architect who seems to have
been actuated by an antipathy to pillars, and who walled up a great proportion of them. The
8. Maria Maggiore is another church, of which Eustace doubts if any architectural exhibi-
tion surpasses or even equals it. The two magnificent colonnades, and the canopy which
form its interior, constitute its prominent beauties. Besides these four principal Ghun
Rome contains numerous others, distinguished by their antiquity and embellishmen pe-
cially of painting and sculpture. The other leading ornament of modern Rome consists in
its palaces. A%ondness, and almost a rage, for erecting magnificent structures generall
possesses the Italian nobles, and displays itself peculiarly in their town residences, whic
are hence usually dignified with the appellation of palace. So vast are thése of Rome, that,
with their appendages, they cover more ground than the modern- habitations. They do not
in general display the same lofty style of architecture as the churches or temples. Their
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place in the street does net allow room for the ?en gallery and spacious colonnade ; and the
external ornaments, even of the most splendid, consist chiefly in pilasters. Their chief
attraction is in the spacious courts and porticoes within, the vast halls and lofty apartments,
with the pillars, the marbles, the statues, and the paintings that furnish and adorn t:hem in
such profusion. Indeed, they are maintained in a great measure as galleries of painting and
sculpture. These superb mansions are now in a state of decay: two of the most splendid,
the Farnese and the Medici, belong to foreign princes, and are left under the care of stew-
ards; while many of the great nobles, suffering under the hardships of the times, can no’
longer support the expense of keeping these vast mansions in repair, and have been obliged

" to dispose of some of their most valuable contents. The Barberini palace, erected by the
cardinal of that name, with & noble library, opened on certain days to the public, contains
many statues and pictures. The Farnese palace is considered the first in Rome for its archi-
tectural beauties, plundered, however, from the Coliseum: on its walls are painted the Gal-
lery of Annibal Caracci, and the Galatea of Raphael; but its Torso and Hercules have begn
carried away to Naples. The Colonna, illustrious for the heroism and virtues of the family
whose name it bears, is distinguished also by a gallery, the finest, perhaps, in Europe,
adorned with Corinthian pillars and giallo entico; but the paintings of Claude, which
formed its chief ornament, have been sacrificed amid the late distresses. The same fate has
befallen the Claudes of Altieri. The Borghese has been celebrated for its profusion of works
of art, particulurly in sculpture; but these last, having been purchased by the Bourbons,
remain at Paris. The Giustiniani, built on the site of Nero’s baths, contains a vast profu-
sion of statues dug up from beneath them. The Corsini is noted by its vast extent, its havin
been the residence of Christina queen of Sweden, and by its library, said to have amounte
to 400,000 volumes. The Doria has a magnificent gallery, with many paintings by the first
masters; the Rospigliosi has the Aurora of Guido painted in fresco on its walls; and the
Spada has the colossal statue of Pompey. The pontifical palaces, however, eclipse them all.
The Vatican is pre-eminent, not by its external structure, which is simple, and not very
uniform, but by its vast extent, being 1200 feet by 1000; by the number of its apartments,
which have heen estimated at 11,000 ; and, much more thun all, by its contents, which are
more precious and interesting than those of uny other palace or edifice in existence. It con-
tains the most valuable library in Europe, the finest works of Raphael and Michael Angelo,
and a vast collection of ancient sculpture, including several of its choicest specimens. The
thunders of the Vatican have ceased to agitate Europe, and this palace is now prized only as
the great school of the peaceful and eiegant arts. The summer palace on hXonte Cavallo,
the ancient Quirinal, is very extensive, but of simple structure, and has spacious and fine
gardens., The Lateran is an elegant but smaller edifice, only used when service is to be
performed in the neighbouring church.

The works of painting and sculpture with which Rome is adorned, excel, as already
observed, those of any other city in the world. The Roman school surpasses any in modern
times in force and expression, the qualities which constitute the highest excellence of art;
but, besides the works of Raphael, its leader, and of his disciples, the munificence of the
pontiffs enabled them to uttract the great masters from other cities of Italy. Michael An.
gelo, though a Florentine, executed scarcely any of his works at Florénce; his Last Judg-
ment, his Creation, his Prophets, are all painted on the walls of the Vatican, = Of the school
of Bologna, the Farnesc Gallery by Annibal Caracci, the St, Jerome of Domenichino, the
Aurora and Magdalen of Guido, rank as the best works of those respective artists. The
series of Raphael’s frescoes in the Vatican is probably the grandest in the world; for hie
Cartoons, preserved at Hampton Court, though equal in design, are comparativcly unfinished,
The choicest works of ancient sculpture having been employed to adorn the Roman temples
and palaces, were dug up from beneath them to adorn the modern city: these, however,
being all moveable, suffered still more than the paintings by the French system of spoliation,
and all those which were of any value were carried away, that the Louvre might be made
the centre of art. Even in the course of the restoration, several have been withdrawn. The
Borghese collection, with its Hermaphrodite and Gladiator, remain, as already stated, at
Paris; the Venus has been taken to Florence, and the Hercules to Naples. me, how-
ever, retains the Laocoon, the Gladiator, and a profusion of other works, still much superior
to those found in an{ other city.

Modern Rome, taken altogether, and independent of the many single majestic objects,

, cannot be called a fine city. The streets are narrower than those of London, though wider
thanighose of Paris, and are covered with a reticular pavement, well suited for carriages; but
amoyihg to the foot passenger. The houses are built of stone pléstered with a species of
stucco, which is extremely durable, yet can never convey to our minds the same ideas of
richness and solidity. But the heaviest charge brought against Rome is its excessive dirt,
in which it may vie with Lisbon itself. Filth is accumulated even in presence of the most
majestic piles, to such an extent as renders them unapproachable Yo a nation so punctilious
in this particular as the English, The whole pavement around the Pantheon is revelting to
eve‘zrry seﬁse, sprinkled with blood and filth, entrails of pigs, or piles of stale fish. Ef‘ew ves-

oL, II *
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tiges remait.of the 144 cloace, which were so salutary to the ancient city. The Roman

, which especially recalls such high associations, and is adorned with the most ma-
jestic ruins, being now converted into a cow-market, makes a profuse display of every
izsscription of filth. The population, however, has increased, in consequence of the. resort
of .strangers, and is supposed to be nearly 150,000. ) )

The villas in the vicinity of Rome form an additional ornament to the city, especially the
extensive gardens which surround them. The gardens of Lucullus, of Mecenas, of Sallust,
were peculiarly spacious and magnificent; and those of the modern palaces, though on a
scale less vast, partake of the same character. Several command extensive views over
Rome, anciently adorned with those stupendous edifices which were the wonder of the world,

but now, perhaps, more interesting

when the same edifices are ly'ing
on the ground, and overgrown wit|
- cypress. No spot commands so fine

a view over these awful and immor-

tal remains as the Farnese gardens

on the Palatine Mount. Of these

villas, the Villa Borghese (fig. 360.)

is the finest and most ornamented,

and its walks, which, however, are

too much in the old formal style,

are open for the recreation of the

public. The Villa Ludovisi con-
tains the Aurora of Guercino; and the Villa Aldobrandini has the representation of a Mar-
riage, which is viewed as the finest relic of ancient painting.

The more distant environs of Rome consist, in the first instance, of that wide cempagna
or plain, which its pestilential air has devoted to almost total desolation. ' ln approaching,
however, to the branches of the Apennine, a singular variety of picturesque scenery begins
to open. Gentle hills, with little lakes embosomed in them, and swelling into bold and lofly
mountains, crowned with extensive forests; cascades dashing down their steeps, and smiling
plains intervening ;—these, with brilliant skies and bulmy airs, are common to this region
with many others; but it derives peculiar interest from the edifices, noble in ruin, which
adorn the brow of almost every hill, and from the recollection of the many illustrious
ancients who in these shades wooed the Muses, and sought recreation from the toils of war
and of empire. These features render this the peculiar region of the grand landscape, the
scenes in which Poussin and Claude found the materials of their sublime compositions. An
ingenious lady observes, that when she viewed these in England, she only exclaimed, “ How

nd !” but after seeing Italy, she added, “How natural?” Tivoli, (fig. 861.) the ancient
g‘ri!ll)ur, the residence of Mecenas, and Horace’s favourite haunt, is celebrated over all
Italy for its natural beauties. They consist chiefly in the windings and falls of the Anio, now
. Teverone, particularly the great fall, whose summit is crowned by the Temple of the Sibyl, a

small edifice, but one of the most elegant and finely propor- 362 !

tioned, which has been transmitted from antiquity. The
river pouring down in two broad sheets, the rocks fringed
with shrubs, and crowned with forests, and with this
beautiful ruin, produce a combination scarcely to be
equalled. The temple stands, not very appropriately, in
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Villa Borghese.

sy 1) .
Tivoli. Cascade at Tivoli.

the court-yard of the inn, and the late Lord Bristol had made arrangements for .purehnsing
and conveying it to England, when the Roman government prohibited the removal. The
range of smaller falls, (fig. 362.) called Cascatelle are equally beautiful, and adorned with the
ruins of Mewcenas’s villa, which still presents traces of its former magnificence. The count

round Tivoli is as fertile as beantiful, and still supports in the town & population of about 10,000
souls. There are several fine villas round it; but the Italians in general have little taste for
rural scéhery. Horace's villa stands higher up the river, amid the recesses of Mount Lucretilis,
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which Mr. Eustace considers so beautiful & combination of groves, rotks, hilld, flocks and
herds, as Arcadia itself could scarcely rival. Only part of & wall and some mosaic pave-
ment indicate the spot. In a différent direction is Frascati, on a hill near which Cicero had
erected that beautiful villa, which was boasted as one of the eyes of Italy: it commanded a
noble view of the plain of Rome, with the conspicuous and majestic feature of the Alban
Mount rising behind. Not a vestige remains, except some pillars, which have ‘been em-
ployed to adorn a monastery built on its site. The ruins of Tusculum appear scattered in
long lines of wall, and of shattered arches intermingled with shrubs and bushes over the
summit and along the sides of & mountain, on the lower declivity of which stands the
modern town of Frascati. In this vicinity is the Lake of Albano, with waters clear as crys-
tal, finely surrounded with steep and richly wooded banks, and adorned by the noble edifice
of Castel Gandolfo. Farther on is a solemn scene, the Lake of Nemi, anciently Nemus Di-
ane, from the grove sacred to that goddess: it is small, seated in a deep hollow of the moun-
tain, which it partly fills; the banks are not only wooded, but highly cultivated. In the
centre of this lake, Trajan had moored a floating palace in the form of a ship, of which some
fragments ;were dug up in the sixteenth century. We may also class with Roman pic-
turesque scenery, though at a greater distance, the fall of Terni on the declivity of the
Apennines. Here, as generally in Apennine scenery, the bold and grand are finely com-
bined with the soft and the beautiful ; the steep and rugged rocks being mixed with the ver-
dure of the acacia, the laburnum, and a variety of other trees. The whole valley of the
Nar, with the neighbouring one of Clitumnus, presents the Apennine in its mildest form,
adorned with rich vegetation and beauty. The ruins of the ancient colony of Narni stand
most romantically bosomed in groves on the top of a very high and steep hill, at the foot of
which are some fragments of the proud arches thrown over it by Augustus.

Bologna is by much the most important city of the Ecclesiastical State east of the Apen-
nines. It is one of the most ancient and venerable places in Italy : its university, once said -
to have contained 10,000 students, and its school of painting, scarcely second to those of
Rome and Venice, have raised it to distinction as a seat of learning and art. After passing
in its republican state through many turbulent revolutions, it voluntarily, in the sixteenth
century, united itself to the Roman state ; stipulating, however, for the preservation of
many of its privileges. It had still a senate of forty hereditary nobles, presided by a gon-
faloniere, besides a popular body, which superintended matters of revenue and police. A
republican spirit, however, always prevailed in Bologna; and in 1796, it gave to the French
army a welcome, which met with the usual return ; the city being deprived of all its con-
stitutional rights, and assimilated to the despotic sway established in the kingdom of Italy.
The Pope, in 1815, was reinstated in possession of it by the arms of the Allies; but, to the -
just discontent of the city, he declined restoring any of its privileges, and continued the
same absolute sway which had been established by Napoleon. However, though oppressed
and fallen, it retains still many features of the learned and opulent Bologna of the middle
ages. Its territory forms a continuation of the great plain of Lombardy reaching to the
Apennines ; and it is as laboriously cultivated, and the peasantry are apparently in a more
Joyous and happy condition. The city is well built, with long lines of arches and columns,
affording beneath, a paved walk to foot passengers ; an accommodation rare in Italy, and an
object of envy. The principal church is that of St. Petronius, a spacious, though not a
beautiful, Gothic edifice. That of St. Dominic is celebrated for its shrine, Whi%l occupied
the chisel of Michael Angelo and Nicolo; and for a collection of pictures, which have since,
however, been transferred to the Institute. There is also a highly ornamented church, dedi-
cated to the Virgin, situated about five miles from the city. The palaces are spacious, and
dlstix;ﬁuished both for their architectural beauty and the works ofP art which they contajn ;
but those of the Zampieri, the richest of all, have been transferred to the Brera collection
at Milan. The university does not at present number more than 500 students ; yet its pro-

. fessors are 'still eminent, and most of the science which still exists in Italy centres at Bo-
logna. But the great modern boast of this city is the Institute, formed in the seventeenth
century, chiefly through the exertions of two of its noble citizens, Count Marsigli, a general
in the imperial service, and Count Manfredi. At their instanee, the city purchased the
palace Cellesi, one of the most spacious in Bologna, in which are now accommodated the
Academy of Sciences founded by Manfredi, which brilliantly maintained its reputation ;
a library of 150,000 volumes ; various scientific collections; and a gallery of paintings, in
which, as well as in the churches, are seen numerous specimens of the great Bolognese
masters ; the three Caraccis, Guido, Domenichino, and Albano. Here instructions are also
given to young artists, .

Ferrara, the celebrated seat of the princes of Este, who made themselves 8o prominent as
the patrons and persecutors of the learned, is large, dark, and antique. *The long and spa-
clous streets, silent, solitary, and grass-grown, give it the solemn air of a deserted city.”
The castle of the duke, that grand theatre of feudal pomp, is a vast structure, with lofty
towers, and surrounded by a broad ditch, in the very heart of the city. Ferrara has many
spots which recall interesting but painful recollections : the cell of the hospital of St. Anne.
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in which Teseo was so barbarously immured ; the dungeons in which several votaries of the
Roformation perished ; the tomb of the oppressed and injured Ariosto.

Other considerable and interesting cities distinguish this coast. Ancona, the principal
naval station of the Romans on the Mediterranean, retains its admirable port, capable of
accommodating commerce of any extent,.and in fact carrying on most of the little which
belongs to the patriiony of St. Peter. The magnificent mole erected by Trajan to cover
the port still remains, and is considered the finest work of the kind extant. Rimini is a
Place of high historical memory. It was conquered by Beligarius, and in the middle ages
was one of the chief stations of the predatory bands. The city is still standing, Condot-
tieri, with its castle, converted into a Roman barrack, presents still a romantic aspect.
Fano, the scene of Asdrabal’s defeat, Pesaro,and Sinigaglia, are agreeable country towns,
rendered gay by the residence of numerous nobles. [Ravenna, once the residence of the
Roman exarchs, even in its fallen state, contains many remarkable edifices. Its port, in
which the fleets of Pompey and Augustus wintered, is now entirely filled up.] Lorettp has
long excited the admiration, and been the resort of the whole Catholic world, from a legend
reckoned among the surest in the Roman calendar. The house of the Savioup’s nativity,
after Palestine fell into the hands of the infidels, was, it seems, carried miraculously through
the air by angels, and established in this favourite city; princes, prelates, and princely
dames, undisturbed by any profanc doubt, flocked from every part of Europe to contemplate
and pay their adoration to so holy an object ; the sacristy was heaped with treasures; the
mean hovel was encased in sculptured marble, and the black wooden Madonna was loaded
with gold and jewels. Her crown of diamonds, however, and all her accumulated treasures,
were plundered by the impious hands of the French republicuns, and appropriated to the
military chest. She was reinstated after the battle of Waterloo, when the Pope and the
king of France gave her a new velvet gown, and a considerable number of diamonds. Lo-
retto is no longer enriched by pilgrims, most of those who now resort thither beg their way
and must be supported at the expense of the church. A pretty brisk trade 1s, however
driven in beads, rosaries, crucifixes, and relics. 'The town is otherwise poor, and swarming
with beggars.

Sussecr. 2.—Republic of San Marino.

We must not quit the papal territory, without noticing what has been called the freest
and most virtuous of all commonwealths, that formed on the insulated rock of San Marino.
Founded by a man of low rank, and having becomec a refuge for those who sought peace
amid the turbulence of the feudal ages, 1t has remained inviolate for thirteen centuries,
either respected or overlooked by the proudest and most mighty oppressors of Italy. Tt has
still * Liberty” inscribed on the gates of its little capitol, and exemplifies, in the virtue, sim-
plicity, and happiness of its people, the powerful influence of free institutions. [The go-
vernment is vested in 60 senators, 20 patricians, 20 burgesses, and 20 peasants, chosen for
life, and two gonfaloniers chosen for three months. The arringo or general assembly
of citizens is held once every six months. The revenue of the state amounts to $15,000;
the army consists of 60 men. The population of the capital is about 5000; four villages
constitute the rest of the territory of the republic.—Am. Ep.]

Sussect. 3.— Tuscany.

&

The duchy of Tuscany ranks next to the Roman states as the theatre of great historical
events, and has surpassed Rome itself as the seat of modern learning. Its first glories even
greceded those of the metropolis, The Etruscans, the earliest masters of Italy, were found

y the Romans divided into ten powerful, brave, and, in some respects, civilized common-
wealths, They were vanquished, however, and so completely destroyed, that the antiquary
sceks in vain to fix the site of Veii, Fiden®, and of the other large and strong cities, on
which flocks !mve now fed for more than 2000 years. Under Rome, Etruria, though held in
some veneration as a seat of early religion and learning, never reached any political impor-
tance, Amid the tumult of the middle ages, however, there arose in it a cluster of proud
republxcq. Floreqcp, Plga. Sienna, Pistoia, acquired distinction for their wealth,* their va-
lour, their lofty spirit of me(l?)endence, and their zealous cultivation of the arts and scierices.
Under the influence of freedom, they performed achicvements and erected monuments on a
ecale much beyond their narrow territory and limited population. By a series of revolu-
tions, internel and external, these states have been strippetf of all their greatness and glory,

. and united, notwithstanding their deadly hatred of each other, under the sway of a prince
of the house of Austria, The yoke, however, has been mild, and, under Leopold, was sin-
gularly beneficent. Little, indeed, remains of the commerce and industry by which Flo-
rence was formerly so distinguished ; but the vale of the Arno, the plain of Pisa, and the
environs of Sienna, are still as highly cultivated and productive as any part of Europe. The
arts of painting and architecture are fallen from their ancient eminence, but the monuments
of them remain, and are rendered more interesting by the tints which time has thrown over
them. Tuscany contains ebout 8,760 square miles; and in 1826 had 1,275,000 inhabitants,
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Principal towns:—Florence, 80,000; Leghorn, 66,000; Pisa, 20,000; Sienm, 18,000;
Prato, 10,000 ; Pistoia, 12,000 ; Arezzo; 7000 ; Cortone, 4000. T

Florence (fig. 863.), which attained so great a name under the humane and enlightened
sway of the Medici, is still a de-
lightful city. Its situation is pecu-
liarly happy, in the vaie of the Arno,
which forms one continued inter-
change of garden and grove, en-
closed by hills and distant moun-
tains. Its public buildings are fine,
though a)l modern. Being surpass-
ed by those of Rome, they no } r
excite any peculiar interest. The
cathedral, however, while 8t.Peter’s
was not yet constructed, ranked as
the most majestic edifice in Italy;
and the form of its domc is supposed to have at least suggested that of the other more
majestic one. The palaces, also, with the same character, have a similar uniformity ; and
many of them, erected during the ages of dire and deadly feud, exhibit, in their approaches
at least, an attention to strength rather than to beauty. The Gallery is the chief pride of
Florence, both as to its structure and contents. It has twenty apartments branching off from
it, in each of which the productions of a particular school or cluss of art are exhibited. In
ancient sculpture this collection has perhaps no rival, since it contains the Venus brought
from the Mediei palace, the group of Niobe, the Faun, and many other masterpieces. The
paintings are so arranged as to-form a complete history of Italian art, from the era in which
it was'a mere object of curiosity to that when it was displayed in its full splendour. It com-
prises also some of the greatest masterpieces of Raphael, Titian, Andrea del Sarto; and is
adorned with some of those belonging to the principal schools beyond the Alps. The French,
having sefected and carricd ofl sixty-three, left 1t completely shorn of its ornaments; but
those have now all resumed their places. There are few paintings, but pretty numerous
sculptures by Michael Angelo, especially those which adorn the tomb of the Medici.

The environs of Florence are nearly as romantic as those of Rome, and not separated by
any intervening desert, but rising in its close vicinity. Vallombrosa, a grand and solemn
scene, where “ Etrurian shades high over-arched embower,” has been rendered classical by
the immortal verse of Milton, who is supposed to have drawn from it his picture of Paradise,
when he describes it—
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Florence.

* gshade above shade,

A woody theatre of stateliest view.”
Fiesole, on an eminence, commands an enchanting view of Florence and the vale of Arno.
Once the rival of that city, it is now a lonely and delightful village, and was the favourite
spot to which the greatest men of Florence retired for the enjoyment of rural contemplation.
Milton refers to the top of IMiesole as a happy point for observing the phenomena of the
heavenly bodies. More remote, and approaching to the greatest height of the Apennine,
the sacred hermitage of Camaldoli stands in a valley; but on the hill above are twenty-
seven little mansions, each the abode of onc monk, who, detached from the ahpey, spends
two years in austere and lonely retirement. Fourteen miles higher up, amid most soli-
tary and savage recesses of the Apennine, is the Franciscan convent of Lavernia, containin,
eighty friars. It is seated on a lofty rock, broken into numberless pinnacles, while thic
groves, rising to the summit, and nodding over the steeps, cast a rich and mellow shade upon
the whole scene.

Pisg, situated in o, fertile and beautiful plain, was long one of the proudest and most pros-
perous of the commercial republics of Italy. Subjectecf by Florence, after a long contest,
and now involved in the same common slavery, her wealth has disappeared, and her popula-
tion has been reduced from 100,000 to 20,000. A solemn character of fallen grandeur still
invests her. Her four edifices, the cathedral, the baptistery, the leaning tower, and the
Campo Sunto, form one of the grandest existing ranges of architecture, all built of the finest
marble. The style is not altogether pure, being usually termed the Moresco Gothic; but
Mr. Forsyth is rather of opinion that it is a mere corruption of the Greek model, retaining,
however, much beautﬁ. he cathedral is the most spacious and splendid of these edifices;
but the campanile, or belfry, is the most remarkable. It is & tower of six successive stories
of arches, supported by piilars. But its grand peculiarity is, that it has actually deviated
fourtecn feet from the Ferpendicu]ur, yet has thus stood for 300 years, without the slightest
tendency towards a fall. 'The deviation appears to have been in consequence of the soft-
ness of the ground, but it is a striking proof of skilful and solid construction, that this lofty
z;iolg:geha? not only remained firm for so long a period, but does net' even now give the least

of ruin,

%igfnlaf after acquiring a great name among the Italian republics, sustained a, fate similar
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to that of Pisa.. It is situated in a hilly and even mountainous country; which, however,
yields abundantly the olive, the vine, and in many places grain. The Monte Pulciano and

hiahti grapes yield a wine superior to what is usually found in Italy.. The southern dis-
trict, however, consists of maremma, connected with the great Roman one. The nobles
reside chiefly in the city, in the usual effeminate manner, and still retaining @ remnant of
those deadly feuds by which their order was formerly rent. It has some remains of the once
extensive silk manufactory. Sienna had a respectable secondary school of painting, of
which Vanni and Peruzzi were the heads; but its most remarkable monument is the pave-
ment of its cathedral, the work of Micarino and other artists, who, by the mere combination
of .white and gruy marble, hatched with mastic, produced the effect of the finest mosaic.

Leghorn is almost the only modern and prosperous town in the compass of the Tuscan
territory. When ceded by Genoa in 1421, it was only a petty village ; but the able arrange-
ments of the Medici raised it to the rank it has since held as the first commercial cit
of Italy, and the great centre of Mediterranean commerce. It is airy and well built, wit
broad streets, fourteen churches, one Armenian and two Greek chapels, and even a mag-
nificent synagogue ; the necessary toleration of commerce overcoming even Italian bigotry.
There are, however, no edifices which excite any recollections of antiquity, or can compare
with those which adorn the other cities of Italy.

Tn the rest of Tuscany we may remark Cortona, the ancient capital of Etruria, supposed
towbe the most ancient city of Italy. The antique walls still remain as the substruction of
the modern ones; and their vast uncemented blocks, which have subsisted for ages, mark the
solidity of Etruscan masonry. Cortona is now reduced to 4000 inhabitants; but it is distin-

ished by the Tuscan Society, which has done much to illustrate the antiquities of Etruria.

erugia, also an ancient Etrurian state, is still a clean pretty town, delightfully situated on,
the lake of that name. Arezzo is a name rendered classic by the birth of Petrarch, of Redi,
and of Pignotti, Bibbicna is a thriving little town, in the centre of the Casertine, inhabited
by-an industrious peasantry, who are reckoned to have the best hogs and the best chestnuts
of all Italy. ) .
Sussecr. 4.—Duchy of Lucca.

Lucca, thiough an Etruscan city, is now governed by a duke of its own. It is one of the
few Italian republics, which, amid the revolutions of 800 years, maintained its independence.
The Lucchese reaped the benefit of this, in the superior education and more decent deport-
ment of her nobles; in that agricultural industry, which, in a degree even beyond what ap-
pears in the rest of Italy, has converted a land liable to inundation, and destitute of many
natural advantages, into a complete garden. The territory, though only forty-three miles in
length, and twelve in breadth, two-thirds of which consists of mountain and defile, reckons
a population of 145,000, being 334 to the square mile ; a density which has no parallel, even
in the most fertile plains of the rest of Italy. [On tlfe death of the duchess of Parma, the
duke of Lucca will sacceed to that duchy, and Lucca will be annexed to Tuscany. The
capital is Lucca, with 22,000 inhabitants.—Awm. Ep.] .

Sussecr. 5.—Duchy of Parma.

Parma, Placentia, and Guastalla, though they have been formed into a state for the ex-
empress of France, form in reality a complete appendage of Lombardy, and a continuation
of its great plain, to the foot of the Apennines. They abound in the richest pastures, from
which is lg)roduced that most celebrated of cheeses, to which Parma gives its name. The
dukes of Parma, and especially the celebrated Alexander Farnese, have ranked among the
first generals of Europe. The city of Parma, on a small river of the same name, is large,
populous, airy, and clean. It does not contain any remarkable architectural features, except
the theatre, modelled on the ancient plan, and perhaps the noblest in the world, but now 1n
a state of decay; but Parma can boast a school of painting, one of the finest and most inte-
resting that ever existed ; in which grace was the predominant feature. The chief masters
were Correggio and Parmegiano, whose works in fresco adorn the walls and cupolas of the
churches in Parma; and the oil pictures, which the French carried off, have now been
restored. Population, 30,000. Placentia, with 28,000 inhabitants, is also a large and well-
built city; but its celebrated amphitheatre, which surpassed that of Verona, was burnt to the

nd in one of the furious civil contests which laid waste Italy. The banks of the Trebbia,

in its vicinity, have been the scene of two of the greatest battles recorded in history; one

ﬁmned by Annibal over the consul Sempronius; the other by Suwarrow over Marshal Mac-
onald, which decided for a time the fortunes of Italy. . .

Sussect. 6.—Dychy of Modena., .
. Modena is a fine small domain, composed of a rich plain at the foot of the Apennines, It
is held as a fief of Austrfa, and by a branch of that family, with the title of duke. The city

of Modena, the ancient Mutina, is extremely handsome, though without any objects peculiar]
striking, It has a population of 27,000 souls, It was enriched by the gmﬂ’y of m w-ul
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lendid collections of books and rumtmg, but the latter have been now removed, by pur.
chase, to adorn the Dresden ery. The territory of Massa-Carrare, held by the Arch-
duchess Maria Beatrix, fell, on her death in 1832, to Modena. - ;

- Sussect, 7.—TFhe Lombardo-Venetian Kingdom. .

. Austrian Italy, or the Lombardo-Venetian Kingdom, consists of the great plain of the Po,
bordered on one side by the highest ranges of the Alps, on the other by those of“the Apen-
nines. It has not the classic sites and monuments of Rome, nor the brilliant skies of’
Naples; yet it would be difficult to find on the globe a territory of the same extent equally
fine. The luxuriant fertility of this vast plain; the grand, almost magic, landscapes pre-
sented by the southern declivity of the Alps, and the lakes which spread at their feet; the
fine shores of the Adriatic, unite in making it one of the most desirable regions of Europe.
It is an aggregate of several portions that were politically very distinct, The duchies of
Milan axl:g Mentda were always ruled by feudal sway, and under a dependence on the Ger-
man empire; but Venice, the greatest and mightiest of the republics which rose when
Europe began to cmerge from the darkness of the feudal ages, continued longsthe equal and -
rival of the greatest monarchies. This high pre-eminence gradually departed with the
energies by which it had been supported; and Venice, as a republic, was little more than a
phantom, when the French revolutionary force first subverted it, and afterwards basely, but
in just reward of its pasillanimity, delivered it over to Austria. Afterwards, through the
ascendency of Bonaparte, the whole of Lombardy was absorbed in his kingdom of Italy, of
which Milan was made the capital seat. Subsequent and well-known events reversed all
these arrangements; and this part of Italy was restored entire to Austria. That power, in
1815, erected the whole into what was called the Lombardo-Venetian Kingdom, and granted
"to it a certain form of representative constitution. The members are chosen partly by the
landed proprietors, and partly by the nineteen royal cities: they form two central congrega-
tions, meeting one at Milan, and the other at Venice. The election, however, is limited, the
government choosing out of a list of three presented to it, and even claiming the right of
expunging from the office of elector such as it deems unworthy to exercise it. This body
has the distribution of the taxes, and also of the military levies over the different districts ;
though the general amount of both is determined, without any reference to them, by the
court of Vienna. It has the superintendence of public works, charitable establishments, and
other local objects; and may propose the means of raising funds for their support. These
privileges, such as they are, no doubt produce great benefits to the country ; though, as the
congregation has not even a negative voice in the making of laws and imposing taxes, it
can fulfil very imperfectly the representative functions. It is also a subject of complaint,
that all offices, even judicial, are exercised by Germans, a nation whom the Jtalian hates and
despises as barbarian. The state of agriculture, and of the other branches of national in-
dustry in Lombardy, has been sufficiently illustrated in describing those of Italy in general,
in which’it forms so prominent a part. - .

Government of Milen. Population, 2,280,063. Principal towns :—Milan, 151,000 ; Bres-

cia, 81,000 ; Cremona, 26,000; Mantua, 25,000; Pavia, 21,000; Lodi, 18,000 ; Como, 7600.

Government of Venice: 1,957,229. Principal towns :—Venice, 101,000 ; Verona, 55,000 ;
Padua, 50,000; Vicenza, 30,000; Udina, 18,000; Treviso, 15,000; Belluno, 8000 ; Rovigo, 7000.
Milan is a noble city, which ranks almost as the modern capital of Italy. Its situation in
the middle of a superlatively rich and beautiful plain, watcred by the Po, at a point where

oll the great canals meet, and on the high road from Germany by the lakes Maggiore and
Como, render it a sort of key to the northern part of this kingdom. Its modern greatness
preceded that of most of the other cities; and under the Sforzas and Viscontis it became
the grand theatre of debate between France and Austria. Its greatest splendour, however,
was attained under the régime of France, when it became the capital, first of the Italian
republic, and then of the kingdom of Italy. Napoleon spared no expense in erecting edifices
which might dazzle the eyes of his new vassals. The Duomo, ( fig. 364.) beégun in the

364 fifteenth ‘century, under the Viscontis, and
slowly carried on by successive benefictions,
had been left more than half unfinished ; so
that the French had the greater part of its
magnificent front to execute. "It is the onl
very superb edifice of this description whic
may be said to belong to the present age. In
extent and pomp it ranks second to St. Peter’s;
though the design has been criticised, espe
cially as to the four hundred statues which are
ranged along the fagade. It is 454 feet long,

270 wide: the height of the cupola is 232; and

that of the tower 835 feet. The French have

' o B also erected a very magnificent amphitheatre,

Milan Cathedral. completelv on the antique model, in which
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from 80,000 to 40,000 spectators can be accommiodetéd. Chariot races and nationel games
bave been repeatedly performed within its precinets. A superb triumphal arch was com-
menced on the Simplon road, in commemoration of the stupendous labours by which that
gzssuge over the Alps was formed ; but since the fall of Napoleon no further progress hag
en made. The theatre Della Scala is the only very finc one in taly, as it was only in .
Milan, and during the last century, that the Italian drama acquired any degree of splendour.
The opera of this city is accounted inferior to that of Naples ; but the ballet is t_he finest in
Ttaly, and consequently in the world. A more interesting and classical scene is presented
by the Brera, or palace, formed out of the ancient convent of the Humiliati: Here t_he
French deposited the finest paintings which coald be procured by purchase or otherwise.
from every part of Italy, including those brilliant productions of the Bolognese schools,
which had adorned the Zampieri palace. The Last Supper of Leonardo da Vinci, one of
the greatest masterpieces of modern art, and long the pride of Milan, is now almost entirely
fade%,'and scarcely known but by engravings, and by a very fine copy, in mosaic, made by
the French. The Ambrosian library, formed by Cardinal Frederic Borromeo, on the basis
of the Benedictine collection, consists of 90,000 volumes and 15,000 manuscripts, and is
well known to the world by the learned researches and discoveries of Angelo Mai. Milan
has an infirmary for 3600 sick, and a foundling hospital for 4000 children. It covers a great
space of ground, and has some very spacious squares ; but the strects in general, like those
of other old cities, ure narrow and crooked, and far from handsome. Several of those called
corsos, however, which form the entrance into the city, have been greatly improved.
Venice ( fig. 365.), though now reduced to a secondary rank, compared with Milan, is a
more celebrated and still 2 much more
beautiful city. This once great repub-
lic, into which flowed the commerce
and wealth of the East, which ruled
the Mediterrancan, sacked the.impe-
rial city, and set bounds to the Otto-
man power at a moment when it
seemed ready to overwhelm all Eu-
rope, is now, after a duration of thir-
teen centuries, for cver extinguished.
Its fall without a struggle was, doubt-
less, prepared by a decay of its moral
energies. The nobles who once swayed
the councils of Venice, and commanded
her fleets, had no longer any object but to attend public processions, to pay court to their
lady, to while away the evening at her casinos, and to heighten the gay license of the car-
nival. The people, ensluved, had lost all national spirit. The republic, with all its bright
series of triumphs, is now an empty name ; but Venice remains, however, next to Rome,
the finest of all the Italian cities. It cannot, indeed, boust of any classic monuments, nor
are its chuarches built in so lofty a style; but its palaces, the gay architecture of Palladio,
esent a range of the finest private mansions that were ever erected. The effect is greatly
eightened by its situation, on seventy islets of the Adriatic, partly ou the rock, partly on
piles sunk into the sea, and a marine channel, instead of a pavement, perforating every
street. Scarcely is there room left for a foot-passenger; the Venetian is conveyed in the
gay gondola from pulace to palace. Thus Venice appears rising from the waters, with its
numberless domes and towers ; and, attended by several smaller islands, each crowned with
spires and pinnacles, presents the appearance of a vast city floating on the bosom of the
ocean. The row of magnificent but decaying palaces which extend along the grand canal,
with their light arabesque balconies and casements, their marble porticoes, and peculiar
chimneys, present one of the most superb and singular scenes in the worid. They stand in
majesty of ruin, and exhibit the most affecting combinations of former splendour and present
decay. The most commanding objects are those round the square of St. Mark, the most
magnificent public plece in Italy. The church of St. Mark rivals in splendour any edifice
in that country, or in Europe. But this pomp is gloomy and barbaric : the five domes which
swell from its roof, the crowded decorations which cover its porticoes, give it the appearance
of an Eastern pagoda. Its mixed orders, Greek, Saracenic, and Gothic, are beautifully but
barbarously blended, and glitter with incrustations of gold, gems, and marbles, The inte-
rior is enriched with-the spoils of Constantinople and the East, the monuments of long ages
of glory. The most classic plunder is that of the four bronze horses -of Liysippus, which
stand on the portico facing the piazza. After remaining there six hundred years, they were
removed to the Tuileries, but are now replaced. The figure of a lion, emblematical of the
evangelist St. Mark, stands on the second arch, One side of the square is lined by the
ducal palace, a fabric of vast extent and solidity, built in the Gothic and Saracenie style.
The stranger beholds with emotion the halls where the senate, and the dreadful Counecil of
Ten, formerly sat; and which, as well as the other apartments, are adorned with the fizset
w .
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rks of the Venetian painters. The Rialto, a bold marble arch thrown over the most mag-
mcent part of the great canal, excites universal admiration. _The arse_nal occupies an
island by iteelf, and is axmngly fortified, spacious, and commodious, wanting nothing but
shipping and naval stores. The churches, the palaces, and the scyole.or halls of the dif-
ferent corporations, are embellished with the finest paintings, both in oil and fresc_o, of the
great Venetian painters, Titian, Paul Veronese, Tintoretto, and the Palmas. This schoal,
as is well known, surpassed all others in colouring, though it did not reach the grand design
and expression of the Roman. Venice is the birth-place of Canova, the greatest of modern
sculptors, and contains some of his works. e

Tﬁe Venetian territory can boast several renowned cities. Padua, which is said to have
been founded by Antenor, and to have attained considerable mpgnitude befgre tl_le existence
of Rome, gained celebrity in modern times as a seat of learning. Its university was only
rivalled by that of Bologna, and attracted 18,000 students ; yet, though it has still forty-five
professors, and affords ample means of acquiring knowledge, the scholars were in"Eustace’s
time reduced to 600 ; and, according to Hassel, in 1817 they did not exceed 300 Ga.hleo,
Vesalius, and Morgagni, were among its professors ; Livy, and the modern historian Dm(lh,
were born there ; and Petrarch is buried-at Arqua, in the vicinity. The city is divided into
two parts: the old, composed of dark narrow streets, and high old palaces ; and the modern,
adorned with the splendid architecture of Palladio. The university, and the church of Jus-
tina, belong to the latter, and are fine edifices. Vicenza, the birth-place of Palledio, has
been adorned by him with about twenty palaces, perhaps the most beautiful in Italy, besides
other public buildings, among which the Olympic Academy, founded for the cultivation of
literature, deserves particular mention. Verona, an ancient and still a large city, the close
ally rather than the subject of Venice, attracts admiration by its ancient amphitheatre, the
largest remaining except the Coliseum, to which it is inferior in size only. In recent times
Verona has attracted notice as the seat of a congress, which disposed of the fate of qu{.
Brescia and Bergamo are considerable towns in the lower Alpine districts, but more remark-
able for industry and manufactures, of which they still retain a copsiderable share, than for
splendour or embellishment.

Among the other cities of Lomburdy, Mantua takes the lead: it is still large, and forms
one bf the strongest fortresses in Ituly. Pre-eminently classical as the birth-place of Virgil,
it made a considerable figure in modern times, both as a republic and under its dukes of the
house of Gonzaga. Cremona, the birth-place of Vida, is a large and well-built city, contain-
ing many handsome edifices. Pavia is the seat of an ancient university, supported and
attended by 600 or 700 students. It is still better known by the great battle fought in its
vicinity between the French and Germans, in which Francis I. was totally defeated and
taken prisoner. Lodi is a large fortified town, distinguished as the seat of one of Bona~
parte’s most splendid victories.

Sussrer. 8.—States of the King of Sardinia.

The Sardinian States are of a very dissimilar character, but united by political circum-
stances under one government. The dukes of Savoy, founders of the érdmian family,
made a consficuous figure in European history, especially during the war of the Spanjsh
succession. In return for their services to the cause of the allies, they were recompensed
with the island of Sicily. That island was afterwards, in consequence, it should seem, of a
very bad bargain, exchanged for Sardinia, from which the house assumed the royal title.
Under the domination of Napoleon, the king was expelled from all his Italian territories, and
ow'ed to British protection alone the preservation of Sardinia. After the triumph of the
allies, he was not only replaced in all his former possessions in Italy, but the state of Genoa,
instead of being restored to its lost independence, was subjected to his sway. The kipgdom
of Sardinia consists, therefore, of four distinct parts,—Piedmont, Genoa, Savoy, Sardinia,

Population in 1825, Principal Towns, with their population,
Savoy..... 501,165, Chamberry, 12,000; Annecy, 5500 ; Morienne, 2500.
Piedmont,.591,920. Turin, 1J4,000; Alessandria, 35000; Asti, 22,000; Mondovi, 17,000 ; Vercelli, 16,000 ;
Nice, 25,000; Coni, 18,000; Novara, 15,000 ; Voghera, 10,000
Genoa,. . 2,583,233, Genoa, £0.000 ; Savona, 10,000; Novi, 8000. ‘
Bardinia.. .490,050, Cagliari, 27,000 ; Sassari, 19,000.
1165,377.

Pxedmont,‘or the “ foot of the mountains,” is the most valuable ession of this crown. It
forms a continuation of the plain of Lombardy, somewhat narroweJ, and more closely bounded
by the mightiest ranges of the Alps and Apennines; the former on the north-and west, the
latter on the south, The Po, running through its centre, divides it into two nearly equal
parts, and receives here all its early tributaries ; which, being so near their mountain sources,
are liable to sudden and terrible inundations, distressing to t agriculturist and dangerous
to the traveller. The chief produce is silk, which is reckoned superior to any other in Italy,
and conscquently in Europe; and in Turin and some other cities remains exist of very exten-
:11:‘;; :g.k mﬁct};ﬂ:s w lbutb;,he g{guer rt of the prodyce is exported raw. The govern-

ab , but tolerably mild; and a recent attempt to li itutional
was speedily crushed by Austrian interference. P to establish & constitn form
< Vor, IL 4* F
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“#Turin maintains its place among the beautiful cities of Italy. Its situation is as fine as
possible, amid the rich valley of the Po, surrounded by an amphitheatre of viae-covered hills;
while lofty mountains, with® their summits clad in perpetual snow, tower in the distance.
The streets are long and regulat, ornamented with lines of porticoes, and opening at their
terminations to fine views over the surrounding country : it is a little city of palaces. The
thurches and mansions are spacious, and of rich materials: but few display that classic taste
in which real beauty consists, and which ennobles the Roman and Venetian structures ; the
vases of pure gold, the silver images, and the crosses of ruby, were all converted by French
avidity into current coin. ‘The most striking edifice is the church of the Superga, built on
the steepest hill which crowns the city. The ancient palace of the dukes of Savoy is a huge
brick edifice, resembling & fortress rather than a palace. Turin has a considerable number
of paintings, not marking any particular school, os none ever arose in this part of Italy,
but chiefly composed of Flemish and other ultramomtane productions. The university
is very extensive, and contains important collections, among which those of natural
history, natural philosophy, medals, and antiques, are particularly noticed. The library is
also rich in curious works and valuable manuscripts. The citadel of Turin forms a very
strong fortress.

The other cities of Piedmont ere chiefly remarkable for their strength, having been
erected when this country was a seat of almost perpetual war. The strongest is Alessandria,
built in the twelfth century, at the junction of the Bormida and the Tanaro. It is large and
very strong; beside whieh the town is the seat of extensive fairs. Near it is the celebrated
field of Marengo. The once strong fortifications of Tortona have been demolished. Ver-
celli; the former capital of this part of Italy, and distinguished by some fine structures,
is now thinly inhabited and dreary. Novara is a gloomy antique frontier town towards
Lombardy. Coni, among the Alps, is considered the bulwark of the kingdom on the side
of France. Susa, once the capital of Piedmont under its marquises, is a retired pleasant
little town, on the immediate frontier of France. Nice is the capital of a little country
scarcely Italian, being beyond the Alps. Though it cannot be said to be well built, it is
agreeable; and, as the environs are beautiful, and the air mild, it is a frequent resort of
En'%lish invalids. . ,

he territory of Genoa is situated on the sloping steeps of the Apennine, where it sepafates
from the Maritime Alps, and stretches eastwards; not seprated from the sea by a broad pluin,
‘as in the rest of its line, but presenting to it narrow valleys and mountain declivities facing
the south. These steep barriers are passable only at a few points, and the Bochetta, a very
steep and lofty defile, forms the only practicable approach to Genoa from the interior.
This district, the country of the ancient Ligurians, is not favourable for the operations of the
gloug.h; but olives in abundance, silk, and tolerable wine, are advantageously produced

rom 1t - .

Genoa (fig. 366.), surnamed the Superb, the great naval republic which, in the annals
of Italian wealth, commerce, and
splendour, ranked only, and scarce-
ly second to Venice, presents but
a shadow of her former greatness.
Her navigators were of a pecu-
liarly bolg'L and adventurous cha-
racter ; and she was the native
city of Christopher Columbus, .
Her settlements in the remote
geninsulu of the Crimea, enabled

er to bring into Europe, by a pe-

Genoa. - culiar and circuitous route, the

, commodities of India. De
by a once haughty, and now indolent aristocracy, and eclipsed by the rivalry of the north-
ertt nations, Genoa had lost all her principles of prosperity, before her independence was
ccrushed by the revolutionary arms of France. Yet it seems impossible to applaud the con-
duct of the Allies, in annexing her to Sardinia, though with permission to preserve her
senate and outward forms of administration,. Genoa ranks now below Leghorn as a port;
yet her industry is not wholly extinguished. She still manufactures rich velvets, damasks,
and satins, to the value of from 200,0001. to 300,000L ; and about a hundred and fifty vessels
are employed in exporting these, with the produce of her own territory and of Fiedmont.
The wealth of the great da{s of Genoa was as usual embodied in palaces. These are
arranged in_one continuous line of street, extending under three different nemes through
the city, all the rest of which is a mere chaos of dark and dirty lanes, These ces are
- boasted as being, for richness of materials and profuse ornament, the most splendid in Italy,
and many of them are every way fit to be the residence of the greatest monarchs. They
have one ornament peculiar to themselves, which consists in fresco peintings on the exterior
of the walls, many by masters of some eminence; and, in this fine climate, these remain
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unimpeired for centuries, The deeign, however, both here and in the churches, wants that
elegance and.- purity of taste by which the structures of Venice have been rendered o ad-
mirable. Ornament and glare seem to have been the ruling passion of the Genoese. Her
nobles, though all sunk, and many reduced to poverty, would spend their last farthing in
supporting the pomp of their ancient mansions, Hence these have now asilent and desolate
aspect, and have been compared to the ruined monuments of an excavated city. They
are filled with pictures, gilding, arabesques, frescoes, dust, moths, and dirt; exhibiting a
combimation of ancient splendour and present decay. Genoa has not altogether the ical
effect produced by the long lines of canal which intersect Venice; but her position,
occupying one side of the spacious amphitheatre which forms the harbour, and spreading
her streets and churches, and then her suburbs and villas over a vast semicircular tract
of crags, rocks, and declivities, gives her, towards the sea, a highly magnificent and
imposing aspect. The city has aleo the disadvantage of being so closely bounded b{' rocks,
that no level spot is left on which a carriage can drive; and the neighbouring villas can
be reached only in chairs carried by a species of porters, endowed with singular agility and
alertness, .

Savoy is a province of considerable extent, which in its surface and aspect is much nfore
analogous to Switzerland than to Italy: it consists of rugged rocks, and mountains rising
into regions of perpetual snow; interspersed, however, with a number of fertile and agree-
able valleys. Some of the principal passes over the Alps into Italy are through Savoy,
which till lately was the only one from France or Switzerland that was passable for car-
riages. The Little St. Bernard, by which Hannibal is now generally supposed to have
passed, is also situated in Savoy. It was much improved by Napoleon. Many of these rocks,
composed of loose limestone strata, are perpetually crumbling. In 1248 a great part of
Mont Grenier, near Chamberry, fell, burying a village and church, and overspreading the
surface of five parishes, which are still covered with the fragments piled in small conical
hillocks. Mont Blanc, the loftiest mountain in Europe, is within the limits of Savoy; but
as it is approached by way of Geneva, and forms part of the most elevated range of the
Alps of Switzerland, we prefer including it in the description of that country. The Savor
urdps are brave, industrious, poor, more social than the Swiss, though less noted for cleanli-
ness. The towns in this elevated district are agreeable and rural, situated in its most fertile
and open plains, but do not attain to much magnitude or importance. Chamberry, on the
high road into Italy, is an old town, somewhat gloomy, but not ugly, and in the midst of a
variegated and beautiful country. Moutiers, capital of the high district of Tarentaise, and
Annecy, at the extremity of a picturesque lake of the same name, are pleasantly situated,
though not well built places.

The island of Sardinia is one of the least valuable portions of the kingdom, though poe-
sessed of advantages which should render it very much the reverse: few regions exceed it
in natural fertility ; the surface is finely variegated with gentle hills, which only along the
western coast assume the character of mountains. Grain, notwithstanding the most wretched
cultivation, affords a surplus for export. The wines are reckoned equal to those of Spain,
and the olives to those of Genoa and Provence. The salt-works and the tunny fishery are
very important objects; and the situation of Sardinia, in the heart of the Mediterranean, and
with a number of fine harbours, might afford the opportunity of an extensive commerce.
Yet the population is in the most uncultivated and savage state, perhaps, of any in Europe,
'The peasantry in the interior are clothed, in a great measure, in shaggy goat or sheep skins
they subsist chiefly by the produce of their ﬁocﬂ,z.nd by hunting ; go comstantly armed,
for their own defence, against the numerous and desperate banditti, by whom the mountains
are infested. The Sardinian government appears really to have made very extraordinary
exertions for this its rude appanage. The want of roads, and the extensive commons, were
considered the two chief causes which perpetuated its evils. A plan was, therefore, traced
to form one great road across the kingdom from north to south, between the two leading
points of Cagliari and Sassari, from which eight cross-roads might branch off so as to embrace
the most important points in the east and west. The principal road was begun in November,
1822, and was expected to be completed in December, 1826. Laws were also passed to
authorise and encourage the division of commons. The good effects of these measures, how-
ever, are as yet only prospective. At present, Sardinia has the tunny fishery, the produce
of which varies much with the state of the wind, and other circumstances. In 1818, it
amounted to 17,500 fish; in 1822, to only 3500; in 1823, to 11,000; and in 1824, to 5300..
Sea sult, evaporited by the heat of the sun in the shallow bays near Cagliari, Palmas, and
Oristano, is employed in salting both meat and fish, and as an object of direct exportation,
Grain, produced to the amount of nearly 3,000,000 bushels, was formerly the principal object
of export ; but its valué has been of late greatly reduced by the competition oFOdessa. he
horses ere of & good breed : according to%\{. Cibrario, 82,000 only are tame, and 20,000 wild.
He gives a still more striking picture of the rude state of the country when he adds, that of
the cattle, 120,000 are tame, and 350,000 wild ; and that, of 840,000 sheep, the whole belong -
to the latter class. There is, however, a considerable export of sslted meat and cheese.
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About a third of the surface consists of forest, a considerable portion of which 1s oak, and
well adapted for shipbuilding  Cagliar1 and Sassari are both considerable cities; the former
having a considerable trade, but crowded, 1ll built, and 11l paved; the latter smaller, but
more elegant both have universities, with tolerable lLibraries. Oristano has a fine harbour,
and flourishes by the tunny fishery, and by the culture of wine 1n 1its neighbourhood.

Sussect 9 —Principality of Monaco
This little state, comprising 6500 inhabitants, on 50 square miles, 18 situated within the
Sardiman territory The capital 1s Monaco, a village with 1000 nhabitants, The prin-
cipality of Monaco 18 under the protection of the king of Sardima

Sussecr 10 — Kingdom of Naples, or the Two Sicilics

The kingdom of Naples, or, as 1t 1s called, of the T'wo Sicilies, 13 the most considerable 1n
Italy for extent and population, 1 which respects 1t approaches to the rank of the great
monarchies, but the supine and indolent character of 1ts govcrnment almost prevents 1t
from having any weight in the political <ystem  Neapohs, though a place of some con-
sequence under the Romans, was not until the nuddle ages a hingdom, i which the repub-
lican spint, so active m the north of Italy, was early subducd  Naples was successively
governed by branches of the house of Austrii, and of the Spanish Bourbons, which last 19
now on the throne On thce approwh of the Trench rcvolutionary army m 1795, Naples
yielded without any roastance, cxeept thit spontancously made by the despised lazzarom
Duiing the greater part of the revolutionary war, the hking was supported n Sicily by a
British fleet and arniy, and on the triumph of the 1llied cause, was reinstated 1n all s ter-
ritortes  With the «accption of a short and abortive attainpt to establish a constitutional
system, the government has always been absolute, yet the people suffer less from the op-
pression of thc crown, than from the (xorbitant privilcges of the nobles  The accession of
Sicilv, n exchange for Sardima, eftectcd in 1720 through Austinn mnfluence, 1endercd the
kingdom much more valuible and compict  These two mombers are, however, so very
distinct, that 1t will be nceessary to consider than s parately

Naples, the southcrn cxtremuty of Itily, after forming for some spice a continugtion of
the long narrow peninsula which comprises most part of that country, branches finally into
the two smaller penmsulas of Otrinto and Cabria The Apennines hill its interior, shoot-
mg out branches to its bounding promontorics, they in many plices sprewd wider, and
assume still more rugged and awful forins than in the northern part of thar line, and they
harbour the most formidible troops of bandittr which micst tuly  They leave, however,
along the coast, wide plams and eatended vallcys, blessed with the most genial climate, and
the richest <oil of any country in Lurope, or, pcrhips, in the world  The culture, al-o,
notwithst inding various administrative defects, 15 so diligent as to support-a very numcrous
and very dense population

[Prov nces Populat on 182 ¥rnc pd Towns
Naples €810% Naples 304 000 Castellamare 15000 Torre de) Greco, 13 000
Abruzzo Ultenore Primo 174 372 Tarum) 9000
Abruzzo Ulterre Scecondo 259 114 Aquila 8 000
Abruzzc Citcniore 200 200 Cluetr 13000
Terra di Lavoro 002 290 Cascrta 5000 Averea 16000 Nola 9 000
Principatc €1t riorc 477 4H0  Balcrne 11000 Nocera 7 00 Cava, 19 000
Princip ito Ultenorc HYCIT Avelhimo 13000
Capitanta 25024 Fogpia 21 000
Mol 317002 Campo Basso 8 000
Terra di Ban 34 417 Ban 19000 Barlctta 18000 Trani, 14,000,
‘T'erra d Otranto 41510 Lecee 14000 Tarento 14 000
Basilicata 421 207  Potcnza 9 000
Cabria Citerior 92919 Cosensa 8 000

Calabnia Ulteriore Secondo 284 027 Catanzaro 11 000
Calabria Ultcriore Primo 246 609 Reggro 17 000
Am Ep)

Naples (fig 367 )1s the largest city n Italy, and fully mawtains its place among the most
beautiful European capitals, this 1s not owing to 1ts architecture, for though the edifices
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are lofty and solid, the streets tolerably wide, particularly the Strada di Toledo, which is a
mile in 1éngth, yet all the particular buildings are characterised by that bad taste which has
always ruled at Naples, and to compensate for which, marbles, gilding, and decoration, have
been vainly lavished on its churches and palaces. Taken collectively, however, Naples pre-
gents to the sea an immense line of lofty edifices, producing a general pomp of effect, and
forming a commanding fcature in the matchless landscape. Its bay, occupying a wide cir-
cuit of sixteen miles, everywhere bounded with vineyards, hills, woods, convents, villages;
the golden shores of Baie, the beautifully varieguted 1slands of Ischia and Procida, with the
verdant sides and lofty cone of Vesuvius: all these, viewed under a brighter sun than ever
shines in the regions beyond the Alps, have been considered as composing the most splendid
picture which nature presents to the human eye. The interior of Naples exhibits a most
singular living kcene ; every trade and cvery amusement being carried on in the open air.
“The crowd of London,” says Forsyth, “is u double line in quick motion; it is the crowd
of business. The crowd of Nuples consists in a general tide rolling up and down, and in
the middle of this tide an hundred eddies of men. You are stopped by a carpenter’s bench,
gou are lost among shoemukers’ stools, you dash among the pots of a maccaroni stall. Ewery

argain sounds like a battle: the popular exhibitions are full of grotesque; they consist of
Punch held as the representative of the nation; of preaching; selling Agnus Deis ; dancing
to the guitar; or listening to old tales.” The higher classes are generally accused of licen-
tiousness, though Kustace thinks the charge somewhat exaggerated. A very literary spirit
prevails; the Neapolitans boast that as many books are published at Naples as at Paris;
and that, if’ the world would judge impartially, they would find the one as good as the other:
but- this opinion does not prevail in other countries. Most ample opportunities of study are
certainly afforded, by four libraries open to the public; one of which, compounded of the
Farnese and other libraries transported from Rome, comprises many curious and vuluable
works. 'With these were conveyed some of the finest specimens of ancient sculpture, and
some fine specimens have been uppended from the greatest Italian schools; but Naples could
boast no great pairters of its own, and has, therefore, no frescoes of any importance. One
bright redeeming quality in the Neapolitans is charity : their hospitals are numerous, richly
endowed, and supported by ample benefactions; and persons of the first rank, assuming the
dress of religious fraternities, not only superintend these establishments, but watch the sick-
bed of the patient. The Neapolitans set an example, which scems worthy of imitation, in
having a rural hospital for recovering the health of invalids. They have also conservatorii
or schools, where the children of the lower ranks.are initiated in trades, by which they may
gain their subsistence. A great part of these is devoted to the teaching of music; and is
unfortunately combined with that horrid mode of attaining excellence in it which is peculiar
to Italy, and which, though prohibited by the government, continues still to be practised.
Naples may be considered as the musical capital of Italy: the greatest composers have been
its citizens; and its opera is unrivalled.

The environs of Naples present a combination of all that is most beautiful and all that is most
terrible in naturc; they extend along the western shore from Nuples to Miseno, which forms
the termination of the bay. One of the chief ornaments is the mountain of Posilipoo (fig. 363.)
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which spreads its varied outline for several miles along these enchanting shores, Its pro-
montory is variously broken into bays, islands, and caverns; but the object which above all
attracts the traveller, is the Grotto. In one of the wildest and most picturesque recesses of
its romantic defiles opens this famous artificial excavation, which penetrates through the
mountain for three quarters of a mile on the way to Puzzuoli. Buaiw, viewed by the Romans
as the most enchanting spot-on the earth, was absolutely crowded with the villas of their
great men. Here was the academy of Cicero, the favourite haunt of Virgil, the palace of

\
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Lucullus, and afterwards, unfortunately, the scene of the brutal voluptuousness of Tiberius
“and Nero. The lake of Avernus, and the Elysian fields, are neither so dreadful nor so beau-
tiful as their names would import. The tomb of Virgil (fig. 369.), on one of the most
beautiful heights of Posilippo, excites, perhaps, stronger emotions than any other of these
objects. This, however, is the subject of a serious controversy : Addison, Forsyth, and Mat-
thews reject it us wholly apochryphal ; but Eustace contends that the long and constant
chain of tradition cannot be disproved by the doubtful authority which places it on the oppo-
site side of the bay. Farther on, the village of Puzzuoli occupies the celebrated site of the
ancient Puteoli, where the remains of an amphitheatre and a temple of Jupiter almost vie
with the monuments of Rome. The beauty of this region, however, is gloomily mingled
with the terrible indications of ancient conflagration. 'The Solfatara, a naked plain, *sur-
rounded by a rampart of shattered hills, is evidently heated by a subterraneous fire, sensible
to those who pass over it, by whom the workings of the furnace beneath gre distinctly heard.
When struck, it rebellows in hollow murmurs; sulphureous exhalations rise from the
crevices; and a pale blue flame is seen issuing by night from an orifice in this ever-burning
plain (fig. 370.). The quarries of the peculiar stone called Puzzolana, which is used in
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Quarry of Puzzolana.

several manufactures, present a striking and picturesque aspect (fig. 371.). The Grotto del
Cane is a small aperture, whence issues a vapour so strongly impregnated with carbonic
acid as to be deadly to all who breathe in it. Near it are several natural vapour baths, used
with success in the cure of discases. The Lucrine Lake, on which the ancients had erected
several magnificent edifices, was nearly filled up in one night by the Monte Nuovo, a black
mass of Scoriw and ashes, which rose suddenly from the bosom of the waters. The city of
Cume is now a miserable village; but the celebrated grotto of the Sibyl may still be dis-
covered, with some remains of those subterrancous galleries, by which she was enabled to
form the awful sounds which in the moment of inspiration issued from the depths of the

cavern. Sorrento (fig. 372.), a little port on the extremity of the bay, is admired for its
béautiful scenery, and the striking aspect of its volcanic rocks,

Vesuvius, about eight miles from Naples, with an arm of the bay interposed, rears her
majestic cone, the only volcanic mountain on the continent of Europe, and one of the most
active in the world. From the earliest ages on record, its eruptions have occurred at inter-
vals of a few years; and those of 1794 and 1822 caused a considerable diminution of its
height, large portions from the sides of the crater having fallen in. On these occasions the
lava issues forth in vast streams, overspreading the country for miles, and burying even
cities, The town of Torre del Greco was overwhelmed in 1794; but the most memotwble
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tastrophe of this nature was that which, in the first century, befell the two cities of Her-
g?xlaneun}: en?fi Pompeii, which -were completely buried beneath torrents of lava. They
remained entombed for ages, till the beginning of the last century, when a peasant, in dig-
ging a well, discovered some fragments of marble, and by degrees a emall temple, and some
statues; but this observation was neglected till the king, in 17,36, designing to erect a
palace at Portici, purchased the ground,
and began to make large excavations, in
consequence of which the entire subter-
teranean city appeared beneath (fig. 373.).
Numerous paintings, in perfect preserva-
tion, and manuscripts written on papyrus,
have been found amid the ruins. The
operations have been limited by the depth
of the lava, and by the city of Portici
3 being built above. About 1750, Pompeii .
Herculaneum. was discovered; and being found much
more accessible, very extensive excavations have been eﬂ’ected,.purticu]nrly_ by the French;
and travellers may now walk through a great extent of the ancient Pompeii ( fig. 374.). Tt
exhibits the full picture of what a Roman city was: habitations, temples, theatres, baths, the
shops of the different trades, the implements they used, and even the materials on which
they were employed. o . . . .
Salerno (fig. 875.), on the opposite side of the bay, is a pretty large town, in a beautiful
‘ 374 and fertile territory, enclosed by
) ranges of lofty mountains, Consid-
erably to the south, on a plain near
the sea, appear the remains of Pes.
tum, the ancient capital of Lucania.
They consist,of three temples, which
form perhaps the purest and most
perfect specimen extant of the Gre-
cian Doric order. They stand soli-
tary near the sea-shore, without the
least remains of Posidonium, the
city to which they belonged.
The northern part of Naples is divided between the Campagna Felice of the ancients,
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Salerno.

now Terra di Lavoro, and the rough mountain territory of the Abruzzo, the ancient Sam-
nium. Campania is still both fruitful and highly cultivated, though it no longer produces
the Falernian wine, so boasted of by the voluptuous poets of Rome. Capua, which almost
disputed the title of capital of Italy, and whose voluptuous pleasures ruined the army of
Hannibal, afler it had vanquished all the armies of Rome, is now only a considerable but
dirty town, with a strong castle. Gaéta has derived great importance from its position on an
almost peninsular neck of land, the approaches to which are so strongly fortified, as to ren-"
der it.almost impregnable. Benevento, a town of ancient celebrity, afterwards the seat of a
Lombard dukedom, which extended over almost all Naples, is filled with monuments inte-
resting to the antiquary. The people of the Abruzzi, the descendants of the ancient Sam-
nites, who made such a formidable resistance to Rome, and repeatedly sent her armies under
the yoke, are still a brave and laborious race. The capitals, Aquila and Chieti, are consider-
able country towns, without any thing remarkable. Foggia, in Capitanata, is & considerable
market for wool and corn, which are exported at Manfredonia. In the southern provinces,
the mountains take an easterly direction towards Calabria, and have between them and the
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Adriatic the plains bearing the classic appellation of Magna Grecia. This region, once the
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combined seat of learning, freatness,
and voluptuous effeminacy, is now
almost unknown to the rest of Europe.
Yet the scenery possesses.a sofiness
and beauty, mingled with grandeur,
that is scarcely equalled elscwhere ;
and the towns, though they cannot
be compared with the great capitals
of Italy, present striking and interest-
ing monuments. Tarento (fig. 876.),

once rival to Rome, is still a considerable sea-port. Brindisi retains only a small remnant of
the importance which it derived from being the port of passage from Ttaly into Greece. Bari

and Barletta are modern and rathcr handsome and
flourishing sea-ports. Polignano, to the south of
Buri, is also considerdble, and its vicinity is marked
by some very singular and beautiful grottoes ( fig.
377.) Gallipoli is the chief mart of the oil pro-
duced in this region, which is esteemed above every
other for the manufacture of fine woollen cloth. Co-
rigliano (fig. 378.), necarly on the site of Sybaris,
presents an aspect strikingly picturesque. The plain
of Sybaris, behind it, the ubode of a people noted for
voluptuous indulgence, appears, by the description

and delineation of St. Non, to be of almost unrivalled beauty. It is diversified with rich

Corigliano.

groves of orange and citron, above
which rise finely cultivated hills; while
the distance is formed by the moun-
tains of Calabria, capped with almost
perpetual snow ( fig. 379.)

Otranto (fig. 3R80.), the ancient Iy-
druntum, is a small town, distinguished
only by its spacious castle, which has
been cclebrated even in romance.

Calabria, on the opporite side of this
southern extremity of Italy, is a striking
and singular region. The Apennines
here tower to a stupendous height, and

leave between them and the sca only a narrow but extremely fertile plain. The inhabitants
bear in a great measure the character of mountaineers: they are poor, brave, rude, and
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Pluin of Sybaris.

almost bandit. They are often in opposition to the government in its attempts to maintain
order and peuce; yet, when they saw it invaded, and even conquered, by a forcign enemy,
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Otrunto.

they opposed a formidable resistance, after all the regular troops and ordinary resources had
failed. Calabria possesses a fatal distinction, in huving exhibited the phenomena of earth..



Boox L ITALY. ' ®

quake on a more terrible scale than in any other part of Europe, or perhaps of the old world,
During successive.weeks the whole ground heaved with a perpetual agitation: hills were
levelled, and plains raised into
hills; lakes were filled up, and
new ones formed. An unfor-
tunate party, which sought re-
fuge on the sea-shore, were
overwhelmed, in consequence
of the sudden partial fall of a
high mountain, Reggio, the
ancient capital of the Rhegians,
situated almost directly oppo-
site to Messina, presents inte-
resthg remains of antiquity,
and derives also a considerable
animation from modern com-
merce. Squillace (fig. 381.)
is antique and picturesque ; but Catanzaro is the largest town in Calabria, and possesses
some manufacturing industry.

Sicily, the finest and most beautiful island in Europe, forms a valuable appanage to the
kingdom of Naples. From the south-western extremity of Italy, this island extends west-
ward in an irregular triangle, about 180 miles long and 150 broad. Immediately beyond
the narrow strait which separates it from the continent, the surface begins to rise into the
lofty heights of Etna, a mountain higher than any of the Apennines, and which strikes ad-
miration and terror by the streams of volcanic fire which issue from it. Tts branches over-
spread nearly the whole island, but on the northern and southern coasts they descend into
gentle and cultivated hills.  From these elevated regions descend numerous and rapid
strecams, which profusely water every part of the territory. Sicily possesses thus all the beau-
ties and benefits of a warm climate, without even the partial aridity to which it is exposed.
Its soil yields abundantly all the products of the fincst temperate and even tropical climates.
Tts most uncultivated spots arc covered with groves of fruit trees, and decked with beautiful
flowers, such as clsewhere are carcfully reared in gardens.

In its historical character, Sicily posscssed anciently the highest distinction; and perhaps
no country in the world has suffered a greater reverse. Greece early established here the
most flourishing of her colonies ; Syracuse and Agrigentum vied in power, learning, and
wealth, with the mother country. Even when no longer able to maintain her own indepen-
dence, she became the brightest prize for which Carthaginian and Roman contended. Re-
duced finally under the Roman empire, Sicily became one of its most valuable provinces,
and the granary of the capital. In the early part of the middle ages, the Saracens founded
here a flourishing state.  After the establishment, however, of the Norman adventurers in
the south of Italy, Roger, brother to Robert Guiscard, by a series of gallant exploits, drove
out that powerful people. Sicily was then united with Naples, to which it has generally
continued attached, though held occasionally by Spain and Savoy. It was also separated
for @ considerable time, when the French became masters of Naples, while the old family
were maintained in Sicily by British protection ; but on the fall of Murat, in 1815, the Two
Sicilies became again one kingdom. -

Sicily at present, notwithstanding its fertility and varied natural advantages, has sunk into
a state of extreme poverty and degradation. The supineness and tyranny of the govern-

"ment, and the exorbitant privileges of the grandees, have reduced the body of the people to
a state of the utmost penury. The varied and often rugged surface of the country inter-
sected by numerous torrents, would require considerable efforts to form communication by
roads; but this has been entirely neglected, and u line of twenty miles into the interior from
Palermo is the only route practicable for carriages. In Agrigentum, once the mart of all
the commodities of the Mediterranean, M. Kephalides could not procure a pair of gloves;
and in Modica, a town of 11,000 people, a bit of soap was not to be obtained. Sicily, how-
evers-produces some wines that are esteemed ; her raw silk is also fine, and with olive-oil,
frdits, and salt, affords some materials for exportation. In return, she receives manufactured
goods in great variety, though small quantity, their consumption being much limited by the
poverty %hich pervades the great body of the people.

Sicily is divided into the following intendancies :—

Squillace.

hulation, Frivaipal Towns,
PAIErmMO. cvovvvstnren s ed0DOOO aiiiiiiinnnnas Palermo, 168,000, .
Trapani «Trapani, 24,000 ; Marsala, 21,00C
Girgenti ... 01, . .Girgenti, 15,000,
Caltanisettd ......oouves 156,000, .. .. ..Caltanisetta, 17,000,
Syracuse..... e e Syracuse, 13,000,
Catania... ceees 500. . «.Catania, 45,000

. Cieaeas «+v o0« Messina, 40,000
Vou. II 5 G
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Palermo, though it can boast neither monuments of antiquity nor classic modern edifices,
such as adorn the cities of Italy, is yet a spacious and handsome city. It is traversed by
broad streets crossing each other, and producing at their point of junction a striking effect.
Many of the quarters, however, are ugly and dirty. The cathedral is & large ancient edi
fice, with some striking features; but the different styles of architecture are injudiciously
blended. The palace of the viceroy is a splendid building, but not in good taste; its most
interesting object is the ancient chapel of king Roger. Some of the country-seats in the
vicinity command-delightful views. The favourite resort of the Palermitans is a public gar-
den called the Flora, which is not well arranged, but is rich in flowers and fruit.

Messina (fig. 382.) though smaller, is almost equal in importance, since from it is carried
on almost the whole commerce of Sicily.
1ts wines, silk, fruits, and other articles
produced for exportation, are mostly
shipped at Messina. It has also a con-
siderable silk manufuctory. The city
is beautifully situated on a bay, formed
by the opposite coasts of Sicily and
Calabria, and enclosed by lofty hills on
each side. A century ago, Messina
was much greater, and more flourishing ;
but it has passed since through calami-
ties almost unparalleled. In 1743, the
plague swept off half its population;
and in 1783, the great earthquake,
which was desolating Calabria, crossed
the strait, and in a few minutes con-
verted Messina into a heap of ruins. Most of the inhabitants effected their escape; but the
finest streets were overthrown ; precious comimodities, libraries, works of art, were destroyed
in vast numbers. From this fatal blow Messina has only imperfectly recovered.

Southward from Messina, the coast begins to display the remains of great ancient cities,
which were built chiefly on the eastern
and southern coasts. Taormina, the
ancient Tauromenum, now a small
place, contains, among other ruins, a
theatre, considered one of the most
perfect monuments of antiquity, and in
a most commanding site, between the
mountains and the sea. Catania
(fig. 383.), at the foot of Etna, is
the finest city in the island. It is
filled with Greek, Saracenic, and
modern structures, all handsome. Yet
it has passed through fearful vicissi-
S tudes. Overwhelmed by the volcano

Catania. of 1669, almost destroyed by the carth-
quake of 1693, it has risen from these disasters with undiminished beauty.

Proceeding southward along the coast of the Val de Noto, we reach Siragusa (Syracuse).
This ancient capital, so celebrated for power, learning, and splendour, presents now a striking
example of the changeful character of human things. Of its vast ruins only some impetfect
fragments can with difficulty be traced, scatter-
ed amid vincyards, orchards, and cornfields.
The present town, which contains nothing re-
markable, occupies only a very small portion
of the ancient site. Near the south-eastern
cape of Passaro are Notoand Modica, two large
towns, one well built, the other very indiffer--
ently. ’

On the southern coast, Girgenti (fig. 384.),
now a lurfgc poor village, presents menuments
worthy of the ancient Agrigentum, when it
was the greatest city of Sicily, and fit to con-
tend with Carthage. The temple of Jupiter
Olympus (fig. 385.), an immense structure, 368 feet long by 188 broad, is almost quite in
ruins, It has been called the Temple of Giants, from huge forms of this description that
are lying either entire or in fragments, The Temple of Concord ( fig. 386.), with its thirty-
four columns, is considered one of the most perfect specimens extant of the Doric order.

Port of Me:

Eavirons of Girgenti.
1]
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Farther to the east at Selinunty, the runs of Selinus present a scene still more striking and

387 awful. Here may be distinctly wraced
three noble temples, of which the ma-
terials still remain, but only a few soli-
tary columns are standing ; all the rest
lie on the ground, mn huge and shape-
less blocks, forming the most stupepdous
mass of rum to be found 1n Europe. It
18 generally supposed that an earth-
quake has been the cause of this ex-
traordinary destruction, — that, as Mr.
Swinburne expresses himself, nature
has been chiefly concerned 1n this triumph over the pride of art (fig. 337).

Trapany, the ancient Drepanum, poetically distinguished as the place where Anchises
died, and where Alneas celebrated his ob-
sequies, 1s still a considerable town, near
the western promontory of Sicily, the an-
cient Lilybeum 1t 1 well fortified, and
has a good harbour, where there 1s a con-
siderable trade in the export of salt made
m its vicinity, and of banilla It carnies on
briskly the fisheries of tunny and of coral,
which last 1s obtained both from the coast
of the 1sland and that of Africa. Not far
from Trapan: 1s Segeste, a sumple, grand,
and almost entire edifice, standing on a
solitary hill (fig- 388.). Marsala, almost
on the very site of Lilybeum, 1s a consider-
able town, exporting wine that 18 much
esteemed. Near 1t the quarries of Mazzara appear to have furnished the stone of which the
edifices in this part of Sicily have been constructed.

The ascent of Etna 1s 2 general object with Sicihan travellers. In proceeding from Cata-

nia, they pass through three successive
zones first that of rich cultivated fields,
then that of plants and aromatic shrubs;
and, lastly, the region of scorie, ashes, and
perpetual snow. On reaching the summit
(fig. 389), they view the crater filled with
vast volumes of smoke, and obtain a fine
panoramic view over all Sicily and the ad-
Jomng shores of Italy.

The Lipan Islands, twelve i number
and situated from twelve to thnty-five
miles northward from tne Sicilian coast,
are entirely volcanic, and appear to have
been thrown up from the sea by the action
of fire. Lipan itself contamns a hill of white pumice, which forms an article of trade, and
its crater displays various specimens of beautifully crystallised sulphur. Stromboli has a
voleano, remarkable for bemng 1n perpetual activity. Every day, at short intervals, the
eruptions 1ssuc forth hike great discharges of artillery, and the sides of the mountain are
covered with the red-hot stones that are ejected, and rush down into the sean. The inha-
bitants of these islands are a bold, active, and industrious race, The activity of submarine
fires has been mamfested on another side of Sicily, by the recent rise of Graham’s Island;
only, indeed, a voleanie rock, which has agamn sunk under water.

Ruins of “Lhr;m

Toemple of Segcste
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Sussecr. Il.—Island of Malta.

Malta (fig.390.), an islet in the Mediterranean, about fifty-four miles to the south of Sicily,
though imperfectly connected with Italy, belongs more to it than to any other country. It
obtained little notice in antiquity ; and, when
St. Paw was shipwrecked there, is described
as inhabited by a barbarous people. Its im-
" portance began in the sixteenth century,
when it was ceded by Charles V. to the:
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, as a com-
pensation for the loss of Rhodes. Its forti-
fications were then greatly strengthened, and
it was considered the last maritime bulwark
against the Turks. In 1565, Solyman sent
against Malta a most formidable fleet and
army ; and the siege which ensued is one of the most celebrated in history. After prodigious
efforts, the Ottoman armament was completely repulsed, and the knights were left in the
unmolested possession of the island, till 1798. Napoleon then, with the expedition destined
for Egypt, suddenly appeared before La Valetta, and took possession of it without resistance.
Britain afterwards reduced it by blockade ; and, notwithstanding a stipulation in the treaty
of Amiens, has since retained possession of it. In 1825, the native population of Malta
amounted to 99,600 ; the garrison and strangers to 3200. On the neighbouring smaller
island of Gozo there were 16,800. The people are industrious; and, notwithstanding the
barrenness of their soil, raise grain, cotton, and excellent fruits, particularly oranges.

La Valetta, the capital and port of Malta, being situated on a narrow tongue of land, with
a noble harbour on each side, forms an admirable naval station, deriving great ilnportance
from its position in the heart of the Mediterranean. It serves also, especiully during war,
as a commercial depot, whence goods may be introduced into Italy and the Levant.

Malta.

CHAPTER XIL
SWITZERLAND.

SwiTZERLAND forms a mountainous territory in the centre of Europe, occupying the west
of the great range of the Alps, which divides France and Germany from Italy. Tt s remark-
able for the grandeur of its natural features and scenery, and for the freedom of its p&ical
institutions. : K

Sect. L—General Outline and Aspect,

Switzerland is bounded by the great kingdoms of France, Germany, and Italy, whose
frontiers enclose it on all sides; France on the west; Germany, and more particularly
Swabia and the Tyrol, on the north and east; the Italian states, Milan, Piedmont, and Savoy,
on the south. In general, Switzerland terminates where its mighty mountain heights slope
down to the vast plains which extend over the surrounding regions; but on the side of the
Tyrol on the east, and of Savoy on the south-west, the line is drawn across the crest of the
Alps themselves, which stretch away with almost undiminished grandeur towards opposite
seas, Its position is nearly hbetween 46° and 48° north latitude; and 6° and 10° 30’ east
ongitude. It may be about 200 miles in length, and 140 in breadth, and comprises an arca
of 15,000 square miles,

The surface of Switzerland, bounded and traversed as it ig by the highest ranges in
Europe, consists almost wholly of mountains and lakes. The Alpine chains, however, do
not swell, like those of America and Asia into mighty and continuous table-lands; they are
separated by deep valleys or narrow plains, which form the basin of large rivers, or the bed
of extensive lakes: hence arises a singular variety of climate and aspect; for while the
valleys beneath are scorched by the intensest rays of the sun, perpetual winter reigns in the
heights above, and the vegetation.of the arctic circle is found in the snows of the Alpine
summits.

Of the mountains of Switzerland, Mont Blanc stands at the head; being the loftiest in
Europe, and supposed, before the late observations on those of Asia, to surpassall the heights
of the old continent. .

Mont Blanc is within the limits of Savoy; but forming, as it were, the key of the great
Alpine chain, and all its approaches being on the side of Switzerland, it has always been
regarded by Europeans as decidedly Swiss. The scenery to the west of Mont Blanc, in the
approach from Geneva, presents the most striking display that is to be found in Europe, of
whatever is"wild, wonderful, and sublime in Alpine scencry. The Valley of Chamouni, the
Glacier of Bossons, and the Mer de Glace, present, in particular, scenes of the most astone
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ishing grandeur. The upper regions of the mountain were long considered as inaccessible
to the foot of mortals ; but Saussure first, and several English and American travellers since,
have, by fearless enterprise and adventure, succeeded in penetrating across the steeps
covered with ice and snow, the perilous chasms, the narrow and slippery paths along preci-
ices, and all the other dangers which beset this daring ascent. North-east from Mont
lanc extends the line of those amazing Alps which form the Italian boundary: the Great
St. Bernard ; Monte Rosa, which ranks second in height to Mont Blanc ; the Simplon, acroés
which such an astonishing military road has been excavated; Mount St. Gothard, the route
- over which, however rugged and dreary, was, previous to the formation of that of the Sim-
plon, the most frequented of any from Switzerland into Italy.. Beneath this range extends
the deep valley of the Rhone, from the northern side of which again shoots up another series
of peaks, or horns, as they are here termed, which though they nowhere attain the unrivalled
height of Mont Blanc, present a more continuous elevation, and a more imposing mass than
even those which border on Italy. Among these peaks, the most memorable are the Shreck-
horn or Peak of Terror, the Wetterhorn, or Peak of Storms, the Gletsecherhorn or Glacier
Peak: and, peering above all, the Finster-Aar-horn, which reaches a height of 14,111 feet.
Down the prodigious steeps which these present to the plain of Berne, descend the glaciers,
or great fields and plains of ice, which, shding down from the upper region of the mountains,
reach the lower valleys, where they remain unmelted, and even accumulate in successive
seasons, and are often scen bordering on the cornfields and vineyards. The whole of
southern Switzerland is covered by these great ranges; but the northern part presents a
somewhat different aspect. In the east, the territory of the Four Cantons is diversified, -
indeed, by several very high and picturesque single peaks, as Mount Righi and Mount
Pilate ; but the general ranges which enclose its lake vary from 2000 to 4000 feet. The
north-west district, consisting of the canton of Friburg, with great part of those of Berne
and Soleure, composes an extensive plain, the only one which exists in Switzerland, and
from which the mountains are only seen in white und distant lines; but the whole frontier
of this side towards France is barred by the steep though not very lofty ridge of the Jura.
e great rivers which water the surrounding regions either tuke their rise in Switzer-
land, or are swelled by tributaries from that country. The Rhine and the Rhone have both
a long course, and have risen to streams of the first magnitude, before they pass its frontier.
These, with the Aar, the Reuss, and the Ticino, rise from the vicinity of each other, where
the two great chains nearly unite, and where the Schreckhorn, the Finster-Aar-horn, and
St. Gothard, tower above the wild valleys of Urseren and the Upper Valais.

The Rhone flows through the deep valley between the Italian chain and that of the cen-
tral peaks, and is swelled at every step by numberless torrents dashing down their sides. At
length, emerging from this mountain region, it diffuses the huge mass of waters thus
collected into the ample expanse of the Lake of Geneva. At the opposite extremity, near
the city of that name, it bursts out, and rolling towards the frontier, becomes finally a
French river. The Rhine has its first course along the most obscure Grison and Tyrolese
frontiers, but on touching the German plain it spreads into the wide and beautiful Lake of
Constance. Thence emerging, it ows nearly due west, forming the almost continuous
northern boundary of Switzerland on the side of Germany ; till at Basle, coming into con-
tact with France, it strikes suddenly to the north, and bids a final adieu to its parent country.
The Aar, the only large river, exclusively Swiss, descends from the Finster-Aar-horn, rolls
along the foot of the glaciers, collecting all their waters, which it distributes among the

lakes of Thun and Brientz; after which it passes by a

391 circuitous course along the level tracts of Switzerland,

) till it joins the Rhine on the German frontier. Almost

immediately before this junction, it has received the

Reuss, (fig. 391.), from a source in the heart of the

wildest scenery of St. Gothard, and which in its north-

ern course has formed the great Lake of the Forest

Cantons. . The Limmat, also, afler forming ihe Lake

of Zurich, enters nearly at the same point. To the

Danube Switzerland also contributes the Inn, through

the valley of Engadine, while it gives to the Po the

Adda from the Valteline, and the Ticino from the
heights of St. Gothard.

Lakes form a conspicuous feature in the physical
structure and scenery of Switzerland. Its rivers,
after rolling for a considerable space through mighty
mountain valleys, accumulate a mass of waters which,
when they reach the plains, no longer find a channe;
capable of containing them, but spread into wide
watery expanses. The lakes of Switzerldnd are large,
though none of them have that vast extent, which
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could entitle them to be classed as inland seas. The smiling val]eys ond cultivated hills
which form their immediate border, with the mighty mountains which tower behind in
successive ranges, till they terminate in icy pinnacles rising above the clouds, produce a
union of1 the sublime and beautiful, which no other part of Europe, or perhaps of the world,
can rival

The Lake of Geneva, or Leman Lake, is the most extensive, being abont fifty miles in
length, and twelve in its greatest breadth. The varied beauties of its northern bank, the
opposite heights of Meillerie, and Mont Blanc rising behind in the distance, render it per-
haps the most beautiful lake in the world. The Lake of Lucerne, or of the Four Forest
Cantons, has, from its winding form, and the great variety of its scenery, sometimes been
considered as superior. The Lake of Zurich does not offer the same sublime beauties; but
the gentle elcvations by which it is diversified form many scenes of extreme beauty, That
of Constance has none of the mountain grandeur of interior Switzerland, but its extended
banks present many pleasing cultivated and pastoral scenes. The southern lakes, Maggiore,
Como, Lugano, which half belong to Italy, exhibit many magical scenes, combining the gay
splendour ‘of the Italian plain with the grandeur of its mountain boundary ; yet tlney do not
possess that deep stillness and solemnity which give a peculiar charm to the lakes that are
entirely enclosed within the Alpme barrier.

querenccs to the Map of Switzerland.
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Secr. IL.—Natural Geography.
Suesecr. 1.—Geology.

The geognosy of this magnificent country, although it has engaged the attention of geolo-

ists from the time of Saussure up to the present period, is far from being well understood.

e cannot here enter into the discussions connected with the age, characters, and distribu
tions of its formations, which now occupy the talents of so many distinguished observers;
but refer our readers to the writings of Suussure, Ebel, Escher, Von Buch, Necker, Boué,
Kefferstein, Brongniart, Murchison, Buckland, Sedgwick, Brochant, Hugi, Studer, and others.
Switzerland is principally composed of Neptunian deposits; the Plutonian rocks occupying
a comparatively smali portion of the country.

1. Primitive and transition rocks. (1.) Neptunian, These form the more central part
of the country, and consist of the following rocks:—1. Gaeiss. 2. Mica slate,. Where
the mica disappears, quartz rock is formed, which sometimes occurs in beds of considerable
megnitude, When the quartz of the mlca slute disappears, there is formed a slaty rock
entirely composed of minute scales of mica, forining the primitive clay slate of authors. 3.
Tale slate. "This rock, which is a slaty compound of quartz and scales of tale, was long
confounded with mica slate. Sometimes the quartz disappears, when a taley rock with slaty
gtructure is formed, known under the name slaty talc ; which passes into the rock named
potstone, and also into another well-known magnesian or taley rock, named chlorite slate.

But by far the most interesting of the rocks of this deposit is that named protogine, which
is a &laty or granular compound of quartz, talc, and felspur. The granular varicties have
been described as granite; the slaty as gneiss, or under the name veined granite. Nearly
the whole of Mont Blanc, as far as visible to the eye, is composed of protogine. 4. Limestone.
Beds of this rock occur in the preceding rock, and especially in the tale slate.  The line-
stones in the latter rock are frequently dolomites or magnesian limestones, and afford mar-
bles valued by the statuary. Gypsum and Karstenite also occur in the tale slate districts.
5. Hornblende rock, Of this rock, the principal varieties, namely, hornblende rock proper-
ly so called, and also hornblende slate, occur in the gneiss, mica slate, and talc slate moun-
tains. (2.) Plutonian rocks. T'rue Plutonian, or ignigenous primitive and transition rocks,
are not very abundant anywhere in Switzerland.  The following are particularly noticed by
authors: granite, syenite, and porphyry; which latter contains quartz, and seems to be a
mere modification of granite. These rocks appear to have given the Neptunian strata not
only their inclined position, but also to have fractured, contorted, and variously altered their
individual characters.

1. Secondary deposits. (1.) Neptunian. These are disposed in the following order: the
lowest or oldest is, 1. Red marl, sandstone, gypsum, &c., containing occasionally large sub-
ordinate masses of magnesian limestone. This deposit some consider to be equivalent to the
red marl and keuper. 2 Inferior or older Alpine limestone. This, from its organic remains,
is considered as representing in Switzerland the lias of English geologists. 3. Alpine lime-
stone, with subordinate saliferous beds. This deposit is considered as a portion of the oolite
limestone, not far from the Oxford and Kimmeridge clay. 4. Newer Alpine limestone.
Under this head ure included those portions of the oolite series higher in the order than that
just mentioned, and which therefore rests upon it. 5, Green sand and chalk, Resting
upon the newer Alpine limestone there are heds of green sand, and of a rock which con-
tains fossils identical with those found in chalk: hence it is by geologists considered as
belonging to that formation. (2.) Plutonian rocks. The principal Plutonian rock is a por-
phyry without quartz, named melaphire; also augite porphyry and black porphyry. It is
observed rising among the secondary deposits, and is viewed as the agent to which the strata
owe their highly inclined position, and the mountuin ranges their present situation. Serpen-
tine and dolerite, also ignigenous rocks, accur among the secondary strata,

III. Tertiary deposits. In the great valley on the north side of the Alps, which separates
them from the Jura chain, there is a vast deposit of tertiary rocks, of which one of the tmost
prominent kinds is the conglomerate named molasse. '

IV. Alluvial deposits. The older diluvium, which contains remains of extinct quadru-
peds, as the elephant, &c., is abundant. The numerous rolled blocks of rock scattered
over the country, far distant from their native places, and which appear to owe their distri-
bution to the upraising of the mountains, are well known to travellers and geologists,
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Sussect. 2.— Botany.

This may well be called a land of mountains; conse-
quently, its vegetation partakes very much of the alpine
or arctic character; but as a great portion of its valleys
resembles the climate of Italy, on the one hand, (even
producing, in the warmer valleys, and in a state that may
be reckoned completely naturalized, the Cactus Opuntia
(fig. 393.), or Small Indian or Prickly Fig,) and the cli-
mate of France and Germany, on the other; so does the
nature of its vegetation vary in consequence, and the flora
is extremely rich and beautiful. 'T'o afford any thing like
a correct idea of this, is far from our object; we must
content ourselves, in this place, with giving an account
of the cultivated and most striking of the spontaneous
vegetation, according to its elevation above the level of
the sea; and this we are aided in doing, by an interesting
statement, which appeared in an early number of Black
and Young’s Foreign Review, “upon the state of culti-
vated and spontancous vegetation in the higher parts of
Switzerland.” The elevation above the level of the sea is
given in French feet:—

Place. Elevation.

Embs - - - - 2200. Buckwheat (fig. 394.), sown after the Rye is reaped, ripens; at Ilanz
it does not come to maturity; and a little higher the forty-days
Maize (quarantino), a variety of the Zea Mays, is very precarious:
at the same height, in the valley of the Upper Rhine, the vegeta-
tion of this plunt ceuases altogether.

Costasegna  2300. At this place, near the borders of Lombardy, is the limit of the culti-
vation of the White Mulberry ; at a greuter elcvation, neither this
tree nor silkworms are seen.

Travanessa be- The last Walnut trees (fig. 399.) are seen: it is remarked that this
tween Ilanz tree thrives better in valleys with an east exposure, than in those
and Truns I with a north, even though elevation and other circumstances are the
Ilanz. same.

Truns - - 2400.
394

Buckwheat. Wninul.

Santa Maria 2750. The growth of Chestnut trees ceases near this place,

Porta- - - - 2810. The limit between the vegetation of the northern and southern dis-
tricts is generally fixed here: a little higher, towards Bergonovo, a
few straggling and stunted Walnut trees are seen, while at the base
of the rock whereon the ancient and lofty town of Porta is built,
Walnut and Chestnut trees flourish in Juxuriant fruitfulness; and at
a short distance from Porta, the Fig adorns and enriches the gardens,
%}nd the flanks of the mountains are clothed with the Cytisus and

room,,

-Churwalden 3800. Ilere Flax, Hemp, and Barley are grown with success; Winter-Rye
is not so certain a crop. Cherries ripen, but fruit with pips (Apples,

Pears, &c.) is not-grown At Parpau, a village 600 or 700 feet
Vou. IL H
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Place Elevation. . . .
¢ higher than Churwalden, the inhabitants do not cultivate any species

of grain: many kinds of trees, as the Italian Poplar (fig. 396.), Ash,
anf Wild Cherry, which grow at Churwalden, will not vegetate at
Parpau; the only cultivated herb at this latter place is.a variety of
the Rumex alpinus, or Sorrcl.. ) . )
Vilo - - - - 3800. Different kinds of Firs compose the entire and exclusive vegetation,
A little lower, Larches, intermixed with some of the Pinus Cembra
(fig. 897.), or Siberian Pine, commonly culled Alvier, are seen: all

396

Itahan Poplar. Riberian Pine.

the more common species of grain dre sown, and Potatocs generally
diffused. Maize, which succeeds perfectly a little lower, ripens here
also in ordinary sensons. In another part, however, our author
seems to fix an elevation of 2000 or 250 feet as the boundary of
the productive cultivation of Maize. He ulso remarks, that a height
of 3000 feet, with a southern exposure, will allow the cultivation of
Buckwheat (blé sarrasin), even after the Winter-Rye has been
reaped. Jt will be curious, and may be instructive, to compare the
limit, in pomnt of elevation, that bounds the profitable growth of
maize in this part of Switzerland, with the limit, in respect to lati-
tude, that arrests its profitable culture in France,  According to A.
Young, the line of separation between maize and no maize is first
seen on the western side of the kingdom, in going from the Angou-
mois, and entering Poitou at Vérac, near Ruffec: in crosaingnior-
raine, it is first met with between Nancy and Luneville: in passing
from Alsace to Auvergne, the limit is at Dijon. Ilence it appears
that the boundary of the maizc culture is two degrees and a half
farther north on the eastern than on the western side of France;
the northern boundary on the west side being about 464 degrees, and
on the east side about 49 degrees. From this fact, connected with
the two other ficts, that the northern limits of the vine and olive
culture in France ure purallel to the northern limit of the maize
culture, Mr. Young inferred that the castern districts of France are
2} degrees of latitude hotter (or, if not hotter, more friendly to vege-
t,ationgr than the western.

Jsola -« - 3900. Potatoces are fit to be taken up, and Barley to be reaped, here, a month
earlier than in the Oberland, where the clevation is only 3400 fuet,



Foox 1.

Place. Elevation.

Wiesen - - 4400.

Zemetz - - 4400.

Casaccia - - 4600,

Selva - - - - 4900.

Valley of Au 5270.

Samaden - - 5300.

St. Maurice 5500.
Scarla - - - 5580.

Campfer, between
5600

and 5700.

Sertig - - - 5850,
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but where there is a northern exposure, Flax and Hemp succeed
here; and in the small sheltered enclosures the Sunflower expands
m all 1ts magmficence, while in the meadows the Maple and Ash
exhibit every symptom of healthy and luxuriant vegetation. Our
author justly remarks, that the ripening of the seeds of trees 1s a
surer criterion of the comparative temperature of different situations
and climates, than the maturing of gram or cultivated vegetables;
since the perfection of these must often depend on fortuitous circum-
stance~; as on the skill, labour, manure, &c. bestowed on them.

Near this village, on the dechvity of a mountain facing south, Rye
sometines arrives at maturity, provided 1t 1s sown immediately after
harvest, and Hemp not unfrequently succeeds.

The mhabitants obtan a crop of Rye; but, n order to succeed, 1t must
be sown in a particular manner; viz., mn the spring, along with
March Barley after this 1s reaped, the rye 1s mown, and at the next
harvest of the barley 1t alco has reached maturity - the rye 1s occa-
sionally sown with peas instead of barley. Potatoes were not tried
till after the scarcity in 1817. they grow well. lemp also thrives;
but Flax, bemng more delicate and susceptible of cold, 1s not culti-
vated at Zernntz

On the igher grounds 1n this neighbourhood, the Pmaster or Cluster
Pine tree prevails, the Larch bemg seldom seen, though this and the
Stberian pine constitute the chief part of the forests of the igher
Engadine. At a lower clevation, the Service tree flourishes; und
lower_otill, near Casaccia, the Alder (Betuda Alnus viridis) covers
the sude of the mountan  No description of Corn 1s grown. Qur
author observed a smmll patch of Potatoes, which seemed planted
solely as an cxpermnent, and did not appear as if they would ever
come to perfection .

The stalk as well as seed of Flavy attains perfection here.  Hemp, al<o,
has occasonilly succeeded.  Betwcen 100 and 150 feet higher up,
that 15, at an clevation of more than 5000 {cet, Barley ripens on the
sides of the mountains exposed to the sun. Some Cherry trees grow
at Selva, and occaronilly mipen their frust,

In the inn garden were Carrots, Cauliflower, Radishes, a kind of Tur-
np with a carrot root, long, thin, and poor ; and the White Cabbage ;
the last, how ever, not well hearted.  Potatoes are not grown.

Radishes <uceeed here, as well as Turnips.  Potatoes do not. At 100

~ fect hugher, towards Celerina, Barley anu Oats ripen.  Ths fact ex-
cites the author’s surprise ; but he does not account for it. He -
forms us that, in the upper district of Berne, neither one nor other
of these grams will grow at a higher situation than 4000 feet; and
that 1n a Bernese vallev, with only 3400 feet of elevation, the Tur-
nips ~own in spring perish with cold ; whereas the Navets d’hiver
(a species of Rape ) do not suffer, and yield abundance of oil.

In the kitchen-garden grow the Turnip-rooted Cabbage, Carrots, Rad-
1shes, Lettuces, and Cabbages, very ndifferently hearted : the Pcase
were 1n flower

Notwithstanding this great height, a considerable quantity of corn is
cultinated barley alone proves very successful ; and often the pre-.
mature frosts of August and September destroy 1t.

Barley and Potatoes sometimes come to perfection in this district  Our
author regards this as the lmmit of their vegetation. Trefoil will
not grow higher than at Lutz, 5300 feet; and in 1822, there was no
barley harvest higher than Celerma.

Near the church of this place a few Raves were growing ; but no Po-
tatoes nor Grain. About 200 feet lower, n a sheltered situation, 18
a forest of Firs, Potatoes and barley often attain maturity here. In
consequence of the northerly exposure of the ground near the
church, Carrots will not grow, though they thrive m a loftier situa-
tion than where potatocs and barley usually ripen. At the same
height, and with the same exposure, Melilot (a species of Trefoul)
flourishes, As this plant 18 ndigenous to Libya, and yet thrives in
the cold climate of the Alps, 1t suggests the idea that it might be
practicable to enrich the mountains of Switzerland with the native
productions of warmer climes, especially among the Papihionaceous
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tribes. The plant in question (Libyan Trefoil or Melilot) growing
at the foot of the Glaciers of Scalitta, and the Apricot treé accii-
mated in the Grindenwald, an elevation of 3180 feet, would seem to
justify these suggestions and hopes.

Maloya - - - 5730. No Grain, Flax, or pot-herbs, will grow here.
Splugen - - 5830. The elevation of the hospice on this mountain is equal to that of the

hospice on the Grimsel in Oberland ; but vegetation is here far more
varied and luxuriant.,

Tchugen - - 5800. At this high elcvation the only plant cultivated is the Rumex alpinus,

a species of Sorrel much grown in these mountain districts, for fat-
tening swine in winter. The roots are prepared by twisting them
till the cellular tissue is detached : then they are put, with a small
quantity of salt, into a trench, lined and covered with planks, over
which stones are placed. About 300 feet lower, the Siberian Pine
and Larch present a healthy and vigorous appearance ; the seed of
the former ripening carly in October. This tree, the Pinus Cembra,
or Siberian Pine, is one of the most useful in Switzerland, though
its growth is so slow, that one of them, about 19 inches in diameter,
presented, when cut down, 353 concentric circles. Its usual in-
crease of height is a span in six years, The timber of this tree has
a most agreeable perfume, and is much employed for domestic pur-
poses, as well as for wainscoting rooms, When our author visited
the chétean of Tarasp, he was struck, in almost every apartment,
with the scent of this wood ; and he remarks it as a singular and in-
explicable circumstance, that it should have thus exhaled its fra-
grance for some centuries in undiminished strength, and without the
wood itself having suffered any decreasc of weight. This timber
possesses the additional recommendation that its perfume is an ef-
fectual preservative against bugs or moths. The seeds of the Sibe-
rian Pine arc estecmed a delicacy, and eaten in great quantities
during the winter festivals: yet this use of them is considered per-
nicious to health, and the writer rather recommends applying them
to the same purposc as in Siberia, where, according to Pallas, a
valuable oil is extracted:from them, which is eaten at table, and
might be employed in manufacturing soap. This species of pine is
unfortunutely becoming very scarce, and its cultivation is therefore
strengly recommended.  In order to secure and expedite its growth,
and thus remove the principal objection to its culture, it would be
desirable that the seeds were deposited in a comnpost made of carth
and the clippings and leaves of the pinaster or larch, or that this
compost be luid round the roots of the young plants. The Larch is
also a valuable tree to Switzerland; not only for the purpose of
affording manure, but because of its durable timber. This lasts four
times longer than common pine timber grown at an equal elevation.
If, therefore, the larch be planted where the common pine now
grows, it is evident that much of the forest ground might be gained,
and applied to pasture. 'The foliage of the larch, Siberian pine, and
several other trees, is carefully collected by the Swiss peasantry on
the mountains, being put into large bags for winter fodder, and then
hurled downwards into the valleys below. Near Seldun, the leaves
of Nut and Elm are used in a particular manner: being gathered in
their prime, they are dried, and ground to powder, and in this state
given to swine, mixed with their customary drink in winter; and
our author was assured that this diet fattened the animals as well as
barleymeal ; an assertion that sounds almost incredible to British
ears. In the Oberland, the bark of the young Oak, peeled off in
the spring, dried and ground, is found to be equally healthy and
nourishing for all kinds of cattle. A knowledge of these facts may
prove useful, as affording hints for the owners of property in the
mountainous districts of Scotland. For the same reason, we relate
the following application of Sage (Salvia glutinosa) in the Ober-
land : they spread the stalks of this plant under the beds, or draw a
broom, made of them, gently and slowly along the floor: by this
means the unplcasant insects that sometimes harbour in such situa-
g;ms 1au'e destroyed, as they get fastened to the glutinous surface o
e plant.
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Place. Elevation.’

Berenboden 6225 Though neither the soil nor exposure were favourable, Larches, a foot
and a half in diameter, and sixty feet high, grew here ; the Siberian
Pine and common Fir also flourished ; 600 feet higher, some of these
trees were seen growing on the top of a rock, probably the loftiest
spot at which they will vegetate. Neither the Alpine Pine nor
Aquatic Alder were to be found here; only some wild Medlar trees.
None of these, with the exception of the larch, appeared degene-
rated ; while on the mountains of Berne, forest trees grow stunted ;
?nd {)erish gradually, in proportion to the height at which they are
ound.

7400. At the highest point of the Pass of Fluella, forest vegetation had ceased.
Abundance of Poa alpina, however, was growing ; and this is invald-
able in a country where, owing to the mountainous nature of the
pastures, the crop of fodder is always small and precarious, and every
blade of grass has to be collected with the utmost care. It is com-
mon to plant those kinds of trees, whose foliage and young branches
aflord the most nourishing food. In places inaccessible to cattle, the
Swiss peasants may be sometimes seen making hay with crampons
(hooks to prevent them from falling) on their feet.

The grass is cut, not three inches high, in some places three times a year, and in the

vulleys the fields arc as close shaven as a bowling-grzen, all the
inequalities being cut with a pair of scisgors. In Switzerland, es
in Norway, for the sume reason, the art of making hay seems to be
carried to its highest state of perfection. In Iceland, the poor people
are often seen on their knees scooping out the grass with a clasp-knife,
from between the interstices of the rocks. A little below the high-
est point of the Pass of Fluella, in a southern aspect, the first Firs,
mixed with Juniper plants, were to be seen; whereas on the north-
ern side, only Azaleas grew, whose rusty-coloured foliage indicated
the extreme severity of the climate.

The distance which usually intervenes on the Alps between the
growth of trees and the limits of perpetual snow, is 2700 feet ; the
tree that is found nearest the snow being the Pinus Abies, or Spruce
Fir. Ericinex and Rhododendron ferrugineum (fig. 398.), commonly
culled the Alp Rose, do not attain a greater height than 7020 feet,
and the distunce between the snow and the culture of corn is 4200
feet. Plantations on mountains in England seldom succeed at a
greater elevation than 1200 feet. :

Alp Rose.

Sussect. 3.—Zoology.

The zoology of Switzerland participates in the singularity of its geographic features, and
exhibits several native animals designed by Providence to live only in the wild recesses of
mountainous districts. Among these, the Ibex (Capre Ibex) (fig. 399.) is the most singular,

and deserves particular notice.  Although not much larger
than a domestic goat, its horns are enormous, measuring
sometimes two feet and a half long; and are so formidably
robust, that the observer wonders how an animal apparently
so heavily encumbered, can at the same time be possessed
of such surprising activity. Around these horns are cross
ridges, or knots, the number of which generally indicates
the age of the animal. The Swiss hunters assert that the
“horns do not reach their full size until the twelfth year.
The Ibex dwells only among the highest and most inacces-
sible precipices of the Alps, particularly those of the Tyrol,
and appears to delight in frequenting the frightful regions
W B of eternal snow; yet even here they are pursued by their
Ibex. adventurous hunters; and their numbers both in Savoy and
’ Switzerland are much diminishing, while they are almost
extinct in the Pyrenees. The chamois, somewhat less wild, yet apparently formed for
more activity, inhabits the same mountainous ridges. The descent of the domestic goat
from the Ibex has been asserted with too much confidence: it rests, like many other similar
questions, on mere supposition,

The Alpine Marmot (Arctomys marmotta) is another of the most remarkable European
qut{’dmptﬁis. Although thick and ungraceful in appearance, it is endowed with surprising
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instinét. ‘These animals live am the mountains in families; anfl form under-ground
burrows; when they quit these retfeats for procuring food, one of the number, as a guard,
ascends an elevated spot near their common habitation. If thig sentinel observes an enemy,
or any unusual object, he utters a shrill cry, upon which the whole company run to their
retreat; or, if too far, instantly seek a hiding-place in an adjacent cleft or hole. Such and
so various are the modes by which Almighty Providence enables. its weakest creatures to
guard against dangers they are otherwise unable to escape from. These marmots pass the
whole winter in a deep lethargy, during which time they take no nourishment. The fur is
thick, warm, and well known as a valuable article of dress. The wolves of the Alps are
both numerous and formidable, and the foxes live undisturbed by the huntsman,

The ornithology of Switzerland has received much attention from the naturalists of
Geneva ; among whom Professor Bonelli is most celebrated. The large vultures of Germany
are occasionally scen; but there is another, called the Bearded Vulture, or Vulture of the
Alps (fig. 400.), more peculiar to this country. It is a noble bird, partaking more of the
courage and sanguinary nature of the true falcons, than
of the vultures, to which group, from the structure of the
bill, it nevertheless more strictly belongs. Its length is
ahove four feet seven inches; the neck is covered with
pointed feathers, and under the bill there is a tuft of stiff
sctuccous feathers, not unlike a brush. Its strength is so
great, that it attacks sheep, lambs, and young stags, and
even the chamois and ibex full victims to its rapacity. It
builds in such inaccessible precipices that its nest is very
rarely scen. A smaller species of the same family, the
Vultur perenopterus, although more properly an inha-
bitant of the south, extends its range to Geneva, where
it is not uncommon. .

The insects of Switzerland are more numerous than the face of the country, so thinly
clothed with wood, might lead us to suppose ; and many peculiar species of trout and salmon
abound in the lakes,

Of the domestic animals, there is a good race of dranght horses, some being not unfit for
the carringe. 'They are generally compactly made, vigorous, and sober ; while, to fit them
for enduring the severe cold they are so frequently exposed to, nature clothes the head,
limbs, and feet'with an unusual quantity of long hair. The cattle are said to be of a large
size, but the particular breed has not been mentioned.

The alpine Spaniel (fig. 401.) is a remarkable variety of the Spanish breed, preserved
with much care by the humane monastics on
Mount St. Bernard. These beautiful dogs
are generally two feet high, and full six fect
long; the cyes have a peculiar appearance,
attributed by some to the snow, and the high
windy regions they_inhabit. They are kept
for the prescrvation of those unfortunate
travellers who are so often lost in crossing
the pathless snows of these dangerous moun-
tains. Two of these dogs are sent out in
severe weather, to scour the monuntains, one
with a warm cloak fastened to its back, the

Bearded Vulture.

»lpine Spaniel. other with a basket holding a cordial and

provisions. Their instinct and sagacity are so

great, that it is said they will discover persons perishing with cold and fatigue; and if too

cxhausted to proceed, they will lie close to these unfortunatg travellers, to afford them
warmth from their own bodies, and assist their resuscitation.

Sgcr. lII.—Historical Geography.

Ancient Helvetia was cclebrated among the Romans for the boldness of its natural features,
and the rude valour of its people. The Helvetians were fully made known by the grand
expedition undertaken with a view to make themselves masters of Gaul, and the discomfi-
ture of which formed the first military exploit of Cmsar. They were soon afterwards
reduced to the state of a conquered people, when, like the rest of their neighbours, the
found compensation for the loss of their valour and liberty by a culture and civilisation whic
had before been unknown to them.

During the middle ages, Switzerlapd shared the fate of the rest of Europe, being ever-run
by the Huns, Burgundians, Franks, and other barbarous invaders. By them it was formed into
a number of feudal possessions, under the supremacy, first of Charlemagne, then of the house
of Burgundy, and lastly of the house of Hapsburg, which, having seated itself on the impe-
rial throne, rendered Switzerland an appendage of the German empire. These invasions,
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and this degree of swhjection, were, however, chiefly confined to the plain east of the Aar,
on which are situated the cities of Berne and Friburg ;'while the regions of the Forest Can-
tons and the higher mountain valleys remained in a state of rude and pastoral independence,
and their vassalage to the cmpire was little more than nominal.

The era of Swiss independence had been prepared by the rise of the free cities, Berne,
Friburg, and Glarus, whigh, surrounded by walls, began to defy the power of their liege lord.
While the emperors, however, proceeded with discretion, their rights of feudal supremacy
were not contested; but the violence of Albert, who endeavoured to make the whole of
Switzerland an hereditary domain of his family, brought on a crisis. The most heroic resist-
ance was made by the Forest Cantons, under the impulse received from the daring courage
of Tell: A long struggle ensucd; but the battle of Morgarten, in which the Austrian forces
were completely routed by the mountuineers, secured the independence of Switzerland,
though an hundred years elapsed bhefore a full recognition of it could be extorted. A con-
federacy of thirteen cantons wus formed ; and the Swiss, engaged in wars among themselves,
and with the neighbouring powers, soon acquired a high military reputation. Their infantry,
an arm hitherto of little account, established its character as the first in Europe; and the
battle of Morat, in which the duke of Burgundy was defeated and slain, spread the terror of
their name throughout Lurope. When they came into collision, however, with the great
powers, and especially France, united and organising its force into regular armies, they
could net maintain their ground; and in the battle with Francis I. at Marignano, their mili-
tary strength was completely broken. Their reputation for valour, however, and the jealousy
of powerful neighbours, secured them from any foreign invasion, till that great convulsion
which shook the whole of Europe.

The French revolution agitated all the monarchical states, to which it was in open and
entire opposition ; but Switzerland, which had so long presented to Europe a model of the
purest forms of liberty, had scemingly nothing to fear. The Directory, however, soon showed
that they employed the name of liberty chiefly with a view to the general subjection of
Europe. They presented to the cantons a new form of constitution, which was called uni-
taire, and which the latter were required to adopt. As the Swiss clung to their old and
venerated forms of frecdom, an army was led into their territory, which, afler a brave and
even enthusiastic resistance on the part of the Forest Cantons, succeeded in compelling the
whole to submit to I'rench dictation. Switzerland became a new theatre of wur between
the French, Austrians, and Russians; but the first were finally triumphant. After 