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PREFACE.

Tae following pages have been written
solely with the view of furnishing inform-
ation on those countries which are now, or
are likely to be, the scene of hostilities
arising out of the present war. They are
drawn up from memoranda made on the
spot, chiefly in reference to military oper-
ations, and in anticipation of a future
struggle between hostile armies. Hence
more regard has been had to a careful
delineation of the features, capabilities, and
local peculiarities of the various regions
described, and to the manner in which
these may be turned to account in military
operations, than to the composition of an
amusing book of travels.



iv PREFACE.

As regards the names of places mentioned
in the several tours, and which no two
Buropean nations spell alike, it may be well
to explain that in the case of well-known
places, the spelling ordinarily used in Eng-
land has been preserved; and all other
naines have been so spelt as to convey to
the ear, when pronounced by an English-
man, the proper native designation.

Great caution has been used in respect to
the names of official persons with whom
the author was brought in contact, or from
whom he received information, as indiscre-
tion on this point might seriously compro-
mise individuals to whose kindness and
hospitality he holds himself indebted.

June, 1854.
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MILITARY TOUR,

ETC.

Cuaarrer L

Shores of the Dardanelles—Land Defences—Gulf of Saros
—Hostile advance from Adrianople—Landing-places—
Straits of the Dardanelles—Batteries at Nagara—Town
of the Dardanelles—Koomkaleh—Excursion into Bul-
garia—Chifliks—The Chekmagees—Irruption of Attila—
Victory of Belisarius—Inaccurate descriptions of Baron
Valentini,

In the year 1836, I passed some time on the

shores of the Dardanelles, where I was struck

by the unprotected condition of the vast
batteries on the European side towards the
land, showing clearly that at the period of
their construction, the Ottoman Government
had only anticipated a naval attack from the
powers of Western Europe. Even the recent

Russian war of 1828-9, which brought the

enemy so near the Dardanelles as Rodosto

and Enos, did not arouse the Turks to a

VOL. I, B



2 LAND DEFENOCES OF THE *STRAITS.

sense of their danger from that quarter, and,
in fact, as soon as the treaty of Adrianople
was signed, the late Sultan ceased to think
of defending himself -against the Russians,
and he ‘was confirmed in this infatuation by
the aid' he received from the Czar in 1833,
at the period of Mehémet Ali’s defection.
In observing this great omission in the
land defences of the Straits, I devoted my
attention to the consideration of the penin-
sula which forms their European boundary,
and it immediately occurred to me that, in
the event of 4 new war with Russia, it would
be most important to bar all access to this
peninsula by land, if the nature of the
country were i;%{our‘able to such an object.
Proceeding to the isthmus, which joins the
peninsula to the mainland, I found that at
one point betwéen the Straits and the Gulf of
‘Saros, at a distance of about six miles from
Gallipoli, the land, which is here rather less
‘than three ‘miles in breadth, slopes down
both on the side of the peninsula and on
that of the mainland, forming a valley or
“hollow which runs rearly across the isthmitis,



GULF OF SAROS. 3

only interrupted in one place where a low
and narrow ridge connects the opposite
heights. Thisseemed a very suitable locality
for a line of works, by which the peninsula
would be rendered impregnable by land,
whilst its defenders would be placed in
secure possession of the neighbouring straits.
Ascending at the same time a height in the
line of the projected works, which resembles
an artificial tumulus, I saw that the shore of
the peninsula, along the Gulf of Saros, might
also be easily protected by batteries. These
remarkable topographical facts, placing the
Dardanelles strategically in a new point of
view, had been entirely overlooked by those
military travellers, who had made this
locality the subject of observation. I did
not fail to comment upon them at the time;
but as little attention was then bestowed
upon anything connected with what has
since become an object of such deep and
absorbing interest, I usually found myself
listened to with coldness and indifference, if
not with absolute inattention. In the early
summer of 18563, however, the oase became
B2



4 HOSTILE ADVANCE FROM ADRIANOPLE.

widely different, and being at Constantinople
some time before the Russians entered the
Principalitics, I communicated fully, in an
official quarter, where every representation
which seems important to the service of this
country is reccived with encouragement
and acted upon with promptitude, all ques-
tions of a professional character connected
with the defence of Turkey, which were sug-
gested to me by the crisis. [See Appen-
dix, No. I.] = These, among other points, re-
ferred to the protection of the Dardanelles
on the land side, should the straits be me-
naced from thence by an advancing Russian
column from Adrianople, when our fleet
might be elsewhere; and, indeed, a fleet
alone, even if always present, could hardly
exclude a land force from the peninsula, or
avert the fatal consequences attendant on
its occupation.

An attentive and patient reception wase
given to my representations, and very soon
afterwards I was assured, that no time had
been lost in putting my suggestions in a way
to be useful : nor did they fail to receive the



LANDING-PLACES. b

same attention at home [sce Appendix, Nos.
IL. and IIL.], now that the sitnation of affairs
had become so critical. Early in the present
year, indeed, a commission under a distin-
guished officer of high rank and of profound
scientific knowledge was despatched to Con-
stantinople, where, after communicating with
a similar assemblage of French officers, al-
ready arrived there, I had the gratification of
learning that operations had been commenced
by their repairing direct to Gallipoli, and
selecting a line of defence in the very
loeality which I had so recently indicated ;
thus having the correctness of my views
confirmed by the very highest authority.
There are several points on the neigh-
bouring shores of the archipelago to the
north-west, where troops could be landed
without passing up the Dardanelles, and
whence they could move direct upon Adri-
anople or its neighbourhood, which is the
best position for a great reserve depot. Of
these, Enos appears at first sight the most
convenient, being nearer Adrianople than
any other, with the advantage of being also
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close to the river Maritza and its shores,
which could be made available for the pur-
poses of transport. The small gulf, or bay,
in which Enos stands, is, however, extremely
shallow ; and that of Lagos, bounded by the
Red Cape and Cape Fanari, is on this
ground much to be preferred, having a
depth of about nine fathoms near its en-
trance, and three fathoms even close to the
shore; but the routes between Lagos and
Adrianople should be well examined before
they are used.

A few words may be said on the straits of
the Dardanelles generally, which are nearly
fifty-five miles in length, with a breadth
varying from four and a-half miles in the
broadest part, to less than a mile in the
narrowest, at the point occupied by the
town of the Dardanelles. The shores, from
their windings and sinuosities, are peculiarly
adapted for the erection of defences towards
the water, which would be nearly impene-
trable ; but those now existing are insuffi-
cient to arrest the progress of a naval force,
favoured by a steady breeze, even when not









BATTERIES AT NAGARA. T

aided by the power of steam. The wind,
it may be observed, is generally with the
current, which is very strong.

The strongest batteries, on both shores,
have from the first been situated in the
narrowest part of the strait, nearly at the
town of the Dardanelles, and face each
other. They are very ancient, and form
the centre of the defences at that point,
while numerous batteries, of a more ordi-
nary description erected below them, are,
though considerable in extent, placed so
unskilfully, that it is believed an enemy
could quickly render them untenable. Fa-
vourable situations are, however, by no
means wanting, though they have not been
turned to account 5 and batteries erected far-
ther back from the shore would, from the
direction of the heights, be able to enfilade
in succession the length of the strait, keep-
ing vessels under fire for a considerable time
before they could return it. The batteries
at Nagara, the ancient Abydos, should be
greatly augmented ; and the castles of the
Dardanelles require to be extensively



8 TOWN OF THE DARDANELLES.

repaired, and should, perhaps, be entirely
reconstructed on more scientific principles.
The monster pieces of cannon planted here
on low platforms, without carriages, though
of such large calibre, are of very little use;
and their enormous stone balls, being thrown
in a direction perpendicular to the strait, so
as only to admit of a single shot being fired
at a vessel in passing, are, on the whole, a
useless kind of projectile. This armament
ought to be exchanged for one thoroughly
manageable and cfficient, as the defence it
affords is mgre imaginary than real, although,
from other causes, a hostile disembarkation
at this point would be extremelgs

The castle and batteries at thi)
the Dardanelles, might be covered D)
the land by an extensive regular fortifica-
tion, which could sustain a siege in form,
the space being sufficient for the ercction of a
bastioned fortress, while there are no heights
so near as to command it to any decisive
extent. Fort Nagara could be covered
with equal facility by batteries disposed in
several small fronts of fortification, which




KOOMEKALEH, 9

might be erected where the ground affords a
natural line of defence ; and a small isolated
fort, and an enclosed battery, at the ex-
tremity of thé plateau, would combine their
fire with that of Nagara, constituting a
land defence altogether baffling to any but
a systematic attack by a powerful force.

Koomkaleh, at the mouth of the Darda-
nclles, on the Asiatic shore, admits of similar
defences towards the land.* These strong
points on that coast could, indeed, if thus
strengthened, be held by the force which
might have possession of the peninsula of
Gallipoli, if an attempt should be made to
turn the position on that side. Such are
the opinions of all experienced officers who
have visited this locality.

There are several harbours above the
Dardanelles, on the European shore of the
Sea, of Marmora.f Of these, the best for the

¢ Since these observations were first penned, a square
redoubt has been erected on a height behind fort Nagara,
having its front towards the country ; two bastion-shaped
works, which it commands, and another work, are in pro-
gress behind the castle of the town of the Dardanelles.

+ Often spelt Marmara.

B3



10 EXCURSION INTO BULGARIA.

-disembarkation of troops, is Rodosto, and a
little nearer Constantinople, Silivria, which
is frequented by sloops of good size, and
might receive supplies. The various islands
in that inland sea also afford sufficient an-
chorag?a, as described in various books of
sailing directions.

About the time that I visited the Dar-
danelles I made an excursion from Constan-
tinople into Bulgaria, noting, as I rode along,
all that appeared of professional interest in
the country through which I passed. It
was the beginning of November when I set
out ; but I found the passes of the Balkan
quite practicable as regarded snow, though
this is not always the case at that season.
Excepting an occasional rainy day, I tra-
velled agreeably enough over the plains on
both sides of the mountains. On leaving
the old Gothic-looking walls of Constantino-
ple [see Appendix No. IV.], which, as they
now stand, would afford very brief means of
defence, the Adrianople road carried me over
a bleak tract of undulating country, resem-
bling our downs, but deeply furrowed in many
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places with steep ravines, and showing few
vestiges of habitation beyond an occasional
chiflik, or farm-yard, enclosed by a solid wall,
and generally containing several dwellings
and sheds for cattle. These enclosures might
often serve for posts, but they could hardly
resist artillery ; although there is a method
employed in the East of digging outside the
wall a deep ditch, and throwing the earth
up to a certain height against it, which
would, in some degree, deaden the fire, at
the same time that the ditch formed by the
excavation adds an obstacle, compensating
for the facility which the earth thrown up
within would otherwise give to an escalade.

The road passes at no great distance from
the shore of the Sea of Marmora, and at
about ten miles from the city wallg, I
reached the crest of one of the elevated
downs, commanding a view of an extensive
lake, about seven miles in length by two in
breadth, bordered with marshy. land, and
stretching from the sea into the country,
in the direction of the ridge called the
Lesser Balkan, which lies to the nerth.
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The lake is separated from the sea, at its
south-western extremity, by a low ledge, not
many yards in breadth, traversed by the
ancient highway, now in a ruinous state,
and supported in some places on low arches,
through which the brackish water passes
and repasses, according to the direction of
the wind between' the sea and the lake.
The causeway could easily be closed artifi-
cially, when seven miles of country would
be rendered unassailable by an enemy ; for
although boats might navigate these lakes
to a certain extent, its marshy shores must
always render navigation difficult, even if
such vessels were at hand, which hitherto
has not heen the case. This spot, which
the Turks call Kuchuk Chekmagee, is
designated by the Franks Ponte Piccolo,
to distinguish it from the greater bridge
crossing the isthmus at Buyuk Chekmagee,
or Ponte Grande, the second lake, about
six and a half miles further on towards
Adrianople,

The ledge at Ponte Piccolo is about three-
quarters of a mile in length; but the lake
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expands very considerably further up, and
at the distance of four miles is broken into
a fork, each branch being fed by a stream
which flows from the highlands to the
north. - Proceeding over the ledge, a
country of Heights and valleys, becoming
bolder to the northward, extends for about
six or seven miles, when the second lake, of
equal length, but somewhat narrower than
the first, presents itself, divided like the
other from the sea by a narrow ledge sup-
porting a bad causeway, the centre of which
rests on the large bridge before mentioned.
From the brow or crest of the heights
above, which are lower than those at Ku-
chuk Chekmagee, but which command the -
ledge at a very short distance, a zigzag
path leads down to the village of Buyuk
Chekmagee. Standing at this point, the
spectator is immediately impressed with the
conviction of the great strength of such a
pass, and of its immense utility to Turkey if
turned to proper account, being, as it were,
the abutment on which the left flank of a
fine position rests, covering the capital from
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an enemy in this direction—a eapital which,
once attained by a hostile army, would in-
volve most probably in its own ruin the fall
of the Ottoman empire in Europe. Yet
the Turks do not seem to have ever noticed
these natural defences, nor to have made the
slightest use of them. Even the European
officers in Turkey, at the period of the mili-
tary operations of 1829, whose conversance
with military science should have led them
to discern these positions, could not have
pointed them out to the retreating Otto-
mans; an omission, or rather oversight, which
led to the most disastrous consequences, as
the Turkish government, through sheer
fear of the capture of Constantinople when
-the Russians were still distant, entered into
the unfavourable treaty of Adrianople.

.. On visiting the spot after that period,
I did not fail myself to draw attention to
these positions, which appears to be the first
specific notice they received. A ' recent
‘writer, indeed, has described the locality
a8 ‘“‘that formidable position about twenty
miles from the capital, so celebrated in his-
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tory, where, owing to the nature of the
ground, Attila was stayed in his march to
conquer the Eastern empire; and where, at
a later period, the Huns® were signally de-
feated by Belisarius.” In reference to this
statement, however, it must be observed
that, as regards the advance of Attila,
Gibbon especially mentions that he was
only arrested by the city walls of Constan-
tinople, without alluding to any position
whatever. The following is the passage in
Gibbon :—

* The armies of the Eastern empire were
vanquished in three successive engagements,
and the progress of Attila may be traced
by the fields of battle. The two first, on
the banks of the Utus and under the walls
of Marcianopolis, were fought in the exten-
give plains between the Danube and Mount
Hemus. As the Romans were pressed by
a victorious enemy, they gradually and un-
gkilfully retired towards the Chersonesus of
Thrace {the peninsula of the Dardanelles],
and that’ narrow peninsula, the last ex-

Bulgarians,
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tremity of the land, was marked by their
third and irreparable defeat. By the de-
struction of their army Attila acquired the
indisputable possession of the field. From
the Hellespont to Thermopyle and the
suburbs of Constantinople, he ravaged
without resistance and without mercy the
provinces of Thrace and Macedonia ; Hera-
clia* and Constantinople might, perhaps,
escape this drcadful irruption of the Huns,
but words the most expressive of total
extinction, are applied to the calamities
which they inflicted on seventy cities of ‘the
Kastern empire. Theodosius, his court, and
the unwarlike people were protected by the
walls of Constantinople [not the Anastasian
wall]; but these walls had been shaken by
a recent earthquake, and the fall of fifty-
eight towers had opened a large and tre-
mendous breach. The danger, indeed, was
speedily repaired, but this accident was
aggravated by a superstitious fear that
heaven itself had delivered the imperial city
to the shepherds of Scythia.”

« Situated at the modern Erakler, forty miles“beyond‘
Buyuk Chekmagee.
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Nor is the position of the Chekmagees
indicated in'the historian’s description of the
encounter between Belisarius and the Bul-
garian horse, although, since it has been
clearly pointed out by modern science, a
note in Gibbon may, to a certain extent, be
regarded as obscurely hinting at the locality ;
~and, indeed, it is only lately that any one
has thought of giving it even this character.
Belisarius is said by the historian to have
entrenched himself at Melanthius, about
twenty miles from Constantinople, and there
repulsed seven thousand Bulgarians, by whom
he was attacked. As far as the description
throws any light upon the subject, this might
have occurred in front, just as well as in the
rear of the lakes; and, in fact, with more
pr{)bability, as he mentions ambuscades in
the woods, and the woods are all in the
front. He alludes, too, in the note, to a
causeway and bridge built by Justinian over
a morass, or gullet, between a lake and the
sea' and a causeway and fragment of a
bridge, which T mention hereafter, are still
existing in a similar situation near Silivria,
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much in front of the position, The position,
moreover, is almost twenty miles in length,
and, consequently, its weaker points could
never have been held by a body with a
front of only three hundred veterans, while
the four passes by which it is pierced re-
quire to be strongly occupied as long as
they continue, as at present, unfortified,

It is open to great doubt, thén, if this is
the ground adverted to by Gibbon, and it
is clear that it was never employed by the
Turks, either in their earlier wars, or in the
disastrous campaign of 1829. )

‘A position, however, in the days antece-
dent to the discovery of gunpowder, and
the consequent development of the modern
system of military engineering, was, in
every respect, very different indeed from
what that term now implies. If those whom
it behoves were, in the present day, to look
out for positiens with only a classical volume
in hand, they might pass over unnoticed
ground as strong as Torres Vedras itself, and
‘possibly ensconce our forces in situations,
‘once reckoned impregnable, but where they
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would now stand the chance of suffering as
much as they ever did during our most
unsuccessful Indian campaigns.

Baron Valentini, who passes for a great
authority, but whose description of this
position and of that at Gallipoli is inaccu-
rate and confused, begins by terming the
district on the European side of the Bos-
phorus, the *“ Thracian or Byzantine Penin-
sula ;” and Constantinople is described as its
“réduit,”"—a term in fortification applied to
a smaller but stronger work an one of
greater extent,—whereas the city is, com-
pared with the position of the Chekmagees,
weak and untenable.

The portion of the Lesser Balkan between
the Sea of Marmora and the Black Sea, to
the west of the Chekmagees, he designates
as an ¢mpassable chain of mountains, although
it is traversed by five or six roads fit for
wheel carriages, and which are still uninter-
rupted by fortifications. He describes the
wall of Silivria, built by Anastasius, and
repaired by Justinian, as now forming, be-
hind the valley of Tousladere, the principal
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line of defence. But this fabric was up-
wards of thirty miles from Constantinople,
as its huge foundations, all that now re-
mains of it, attest, while Buyuk Chekmagee
is within twenty miles. This, I think, shows
that Valentini had a very indistinct con-
ception of what were the true defences of
the city, if, indeed, he had any idea of
where they are to be looked for; and I be-
lieve, moreover, that he was the originator
of the erroneous supposition that Attila
was stopped in his course before he reached
the walls* of Constantinople. If Baron
Valentini was mg% in supposing, as he
does, that Zabergan® was beaten at the
Anastasian wall by Belisarius, that event
most certainly could not have occurred at
the long lines of Buyuk and Kuchuk Chek-
magee ; and therefore he has not, any more
than (tibbon, indicated specifically those re-
markable positions.

As regards Gallipoli, although it is only a
small, open commercml town, containing a
castle, now completely in ruins, Baron

* That is, the city walls ; not the walls of Anastasius.
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Valentini calls it ‘‘a fortress and military
port,” a réduit to the Thracian Chersonesus,
which he describes as a tongue of land, from
one and a half to two miles wide, and ten
miles in length. Here, again, whether he
employs the German or English scale of
measurement, he is altogether incorrect, for
the peninsula of the Dardanelles is, at least,
fifty English "miles in length, measuring
from the extremity, opposite Koomkaleh, at
the entrance of the strait, to a point on the
Sea of Marmora, in a line with the head of
the Gulf of Saros; while its extreme breadth
is twelve miles, and its least, at the pro-
posed lines some miles higher up the strait
than Gallipoli, about two miles and a half.
Neither does Baron Valentini say one word
of the expediency of fortifying the isthmus
by a line of works drawn across it, nor point
out either the narrowest part of it, or the
spot where the natural formation of the
ground is most favourable for the purpose.
On the contrary, his faulty and erroneous
description of the peninsula and of the town
of Gallipoli, as well as his allusion to the
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remaining portion of the ancient Anastasian
wall, the Macrontichas, which he brings
from the neighbourhood of Constantinople
to that of Gallipoli, are only calculated
to impress the reader who has had per-
sonal experience of these localities with
the supposition that in writing his account
he has trusted entirely to books or hearsay
descriptions, and has never paid them a visit ;
while those who have not been on the spot can
hardly fail to be misled by the narrative.

Few other military writers, in their
schemes for the defence of Turkey, have
until lately touched upon those positions,
and even these few have rested little upon
their strength. They were, however, like that
of Gallipoli, distinctly pointed out in my
memoranda at the time, and again in the re-
presentations which I made in 1853 [see
Appendix, Nos. L, II., and IIL.], meeting
latterly with attention on both points. At
the beginning of the present year they were
noticed by Col. Chesney, and about the
same time visited by the French and Enghsh
Engineer Commission.
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CuarTER II.

Aqueducts and Reservoirs—Chatsalda—Passes—Landing-
places—Proposed Batteries—The Bosphorus—Buyuk-
dereh—Buyuk-Liman —Kilia—Belgrade—Levend Chif-
lik — Roomeli-Hissar — The Asiatic Coast — Line of
Defence— Blockhouses.

Havine thus traversed the shore road
from Constantinople to the lakes, we shall
now,- in continuing the subject of the de-
fences of the city on the land side, describe
the inland road towards the Balkan,
which passes through Chatsalda j but only
as far as that place for the present, as it is
myintention to revert to the seaward defences
on the Euxine, before leaving the vicinity.
Quitting the city by the gate of Adri-
anople, and leaving on the right the river
Sydaris, vulgarly called the Ali-bey, which
flows through a ravine into the Golden Horn,
not far from where it receives the Barbysis
(now called the Khéat-Khaneh-soo), the road
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passes between the two great barracks of
Ramish Chiflik and Daoud Pasha, situated
about two miles from the walls,* where the
Turks, looking much too near the city for
its strongest defences, formerly erected field
works, which, though fallen into decay,
might, if repaired, serve as the scene of a
last struggle with the enemy.

This neighbourhood is intersected by the
subterrancan conduits and lofty aqueducts
which convey water from Kalfas, Kavas-
kioi, and other great reservoirs, to Constan-
tinople 5 and though, when I visited them,
they were quite undefended, the Chekmagee
lines, if erected, would -effectually protect
these works. The vast importance of pre-
serving them will be understood when it is
recollected that Constantinople is situaed
on the extremity of a wedge of land ill
-supplied with springs, or running streams,
and in a climate where, at certain seasons,
there is but little rain for months. During

* As to its ancient stone walls, they are so near the
houses within them, that from any point whence they
could be attacked with cannon, the city might be bom-
barded, and would very soon be reduced to ashes.
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the wet scason, the rains are collected in
the reservoirs from a thousand small
channels, descending from the higher tracts,
and the supply is liberally dealt out to the
water-loving denizens of the city, who, from
their habits of frequent ablution, and almost
hourly indulgence in large draughts of water,
would be rendered miserable by even a
partial diminution of their favourite element ;
although, with their usual improvidence, they
have suffered some of the other reservoirs
situated within the city walls, and which
formerly communicated with those without,
receiving and storing their overflowings, to
fall to ruin, when their preservation would
probably have doubled the supply, and, in
the event of attack, would have been of
some utility even after an enemy had gained
possession of the surrounding district.
Leaving the aqueducts behind, a country
is now traversed resembling that on the
parallel route already describedy but in
‘which the heights are bolder and the valleys
more abrupt, while small towns and chif-
liks are of more frequent occurrence, and
VOL. I c
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the supply of water near the road is, by
means of copious artificial fountains and
occasional rivers by which it is crossed,
considerabhly more abundant. This highly-
defensible tract extends as far as the Chek-
magee lines, which may be said to run from
the two lakes on the Sea of Marmora, ncarly
to the fort of Kara-bornoo on the Black
Sea, where it has in its front the salt lake of
Derkos, and the narrow ledge dividing it
from the sca which, no doubt, might be
easily cut through, so as to admit the waters
of the Iuxine.

Our approach to the first of these lines,
or that nearest Constantinople, is marked
after passing a khan* and fountain, by the
summit of a bold position on the Constan-
tinople side of a river flowing through a
decp ravine towards the lesser lake, and
hence a view is obtained of Kuchuk Chcks.
magee and the neighbouring sea. De-
scending into the ravine, the road, which is
generally good, .crosses the river by a sub-
stantial stone bridge, close to which is a

* Caravansera,
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fountain, and ascending the steep bank on the
opposite side, passes a large walled chiflik
where another position commences.
. From this point we come on a succession
of inferior slopes, dipping towards the lakes
and marshes, each affording a position. One
of these, about two miles from the Chatsalda
marsh in its front, to which it extends, has
in its course, a little to the west of the road,
a small isolated height, well suited for a
fort or telegraph, or rather for both. From
this eminence there is an extensive view,
embracing the second lake, with its town
and isthmus, and several villages occur on
both sides of the road. This locality is well
calculated for the encampment of troops,
being elevated above the marshes, and at
the same time not distant from water.
Descending the heights, the road com-
mences the passage of the marsh, by a
narrow, ancient causeway, composed of
square blocks of stone, often much displaced,
and frequently intersected by the Karasoo
and other streams, over which long stone
slabs are placed, forming a species of bridge,
c2
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removable at pleasure ; thus adding to the
other means available here for preventing
the advance of an enemy. |

A similar road leads also from Chatsalda
towards Derkos, on the Black Sea, a distance
of about ten miles, where the right of the lines
described would rest near the Cape and fort
of Kara-hornoo. Chatsalda is also about
ten miles from the greater bridge, and
fifteen or gixteen from the lesger, and unfor-
tunately is in front of the lines, or it would
have formed a.good station for a depot, or
might have been the head-quarters of a
force during the healthy season of the
year.

By a perusal of these pages, and reference
to the map and sketch, it will be perceived
that the country extending from the sea of
Marmora, to the right of the Chatsalda road,
is very well secured. Thence to the Black
Sea the heights become still bolder, and
the valleys deeper, till the road crosses the
Lesser Balkan. The course of the river
Karasoo lies through one of the - ravines
peculiar to the country, which look like
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abrupt cracks across the mountain ranges;
and of this peculiar formation the Bosphorus
itself affords the most striking example.

A third pass to the right leads through
the lines by the village of Kastana-kioi,
and a fourth crosses the heights of the Lesser
Balkan transversely, by a road which leads
from it along the shore to Midia, joining
one from the mouth of the Bosphorus. The
three last-mentioned roads, as well as the
Chekmagees, could, if strengthened by
defensive works, be included in a position
comparable with any existing.

We have now successively noticed the
positions which constitute the immediate
defences of Constantinople on the land side,
and as long as they are not forced, there
seems to be no danger of a hostile army
reaching the city from the interior ; but it
must not be forgotten that there are larding-
places on the European side of the Bospho-
rus, within six miles of its mouth, in the
bay near the village of Domusdereh, if not
between that village and Kara-bornoo, where
defences have yet to be erected for the effec-
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tual protection of the capital. This is,
indeed, for the moment secured by the
presence of the allied fleets, but the chances
of war may call them elsewhere, when the
city would be exposed to the consequences
of a possible landing of Russian troops,
designed to act behind the forts and batteries
on that side of the Bosphorus, which, like
the Dardanclles, may be called a salt river,
passing with a strong current from the
Euxine towards the ocean. Nor in any
event should it be allowed to remain in its
present defenceless state, and the same
remark may apply to the land defences of
the Dardanelles.

It is true, the shore between Kara-bornoo
and Domusdereh, is dangerous, except to
those familiar with the intricate naviga-
tion, such as the Greek fishermen of the
district, and vessels missing the mouth of
the strait, a common occurrence, are very
often wrecked there. The Bosphorus itself
was chiefly fortified by European engineers,
and its various straits and currents are com-
‘manded, though imperfectly, by batteries,
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which can throw balls from shore to shore,
rendering it almost impossible for vessels to
pass through without sustaining serious
damage ; and I remember an experienced
naval Officer, now an Admiral actively em-
ployed, having pointed out to me a spot
upon the European shore, on a height a
little above Istenia, whence heavy and well-
constructed batteries could, in his opinion,
send a fleet dismasted down the current to
the opposite shore, towards which it directly
sets, and where other batteries from the
point of Chiboukly to that of Kandili, would
riddle their unmanageable hulls as they
floated down the stream. The existing
batteries at the base of the abrupt heights
which enclose the strait, were constructed
before this branch of military engineef'ing
had attained its present state of perfection,
when the art of taking advantage of the
natural features of ground was not well un-
derstood, and when, indeed, the Ottoman
Government had not much reason to expect
-very scientific attacks on this side of the
‘capital by neighbouring powers. Some of
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the works were merely constructed to repel
the assaults of the Cossacks, at that time an
independent pebple, and other similar oppo-
nents more or less barbarous. KEven the
batteries most recently constructed are upon
the same plan, and but little better in point
of efficiency ; while several places where the
existence of currents and shoals invited the
erection of powerful batteries are not turned
to account, and the existing works, besides
being ill-placed, are too small, and their fire
does not cross.

The narrow tract of land through which
the Bosphorus passes is intersected by a
ridge, the termination of the range of the
Lesser Balkan. The strait itself may be
compared to a vast fissure in the country,
cutting the ridge in two, and presenting on
each side a rough section of its stratification.
The whole length of the Bosphorus is about
eighteen miles, and runs nearly from north-
north-east to south-south-west, making several
obtuse angles in its course, and forming
shallow bays, where the influence of the:
different strong currents which pass through.
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it is not felt. The neighbouring country
bordering upon it may best be considered in
several distinet portions, taking the European
and Asiatic shores as much as possible in
succession. The former, as the side of the
capital, demands our first attention. Com-
mencing at Buyukdereh, therefore, we shall,
before proceeding eclsewhere, take the
country which lies between it and the
bay in front of Domusderch on the Black
Sea, near Kilia, closing the series of de-
fensive works near the Bosphorus on that
side:

Buyukdereh is situated at the foot of a
rich valley in an extensive bay, one of the
angles formed by the Bosphorus, about six
miles from its entrance. Its fine harbour is
free from currents, and from the outer an-
chorage commands a view of the upper reach
of the channel as far as the Black Sea, and
in the opposite direction as far as the battery
just below Ingier-kioi, and above Chiboukly.
This situation, with other circumstances,
renders it a place of great importance, and
its defence ought to be especially looked to.

03
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Buyukdereh may at present be approached
by land, from the Black Sea, by a march of
five or six miles, there being no defensive
works between it and the fort of XKilia,
although, if a proper disposition of defences
were made on the most commanding heights,
the country is such as to admit of its being
successfully disputed by a moderate force.
There is also a road by Pyrgos, from the
lakes, which is equally open. Even at
Buyukdereh there arc now only insignificant
open batteries, situated upon the shore, and,
like the rest, very accessible from the heights
behind. About a mile above it, on the
shore, is the fort called Delhi Tabia, con-
sisting of a stone-fronted battery, mounting
about thirty guns a fleur d’eau, from the
flanks of which thin stone walls run a short
way up the hill on each side, enclosing the
space behind the battery on three sides, the
battery itself forming the fourth. Within
this area are barracks and other buildings,
the whole exposed to the hill immediately
behind, which rises at a very steep angle, so
that shells, rockets, and even hand-grenades,
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might be thrown from it, consuming the
buildings, and driving the men from the
guns. The hill is detached from the rest of
the range, and might be fortified very
advantageously. Delhi Tabia, like the other
forts in the neighbourhood, has neither ditch
nor glacis. Immediately behind, runs the
road from Buyukdereh to Roomeli-Kavac,
the site of the next fort; and opposite Delhi
Tabia, on the other side of the strait, in a
direction due south, comes the fort of Yousha,
mounting fifty-onc guns. This is partly an
old stone battery, with a continuation to the
right in fascine-work, such as is used in
making dams, and the whole is surrounded
by.a wall to the rear, enclosing large bar-
racks.*

All thesc contain long heavy brass'guns,
some of which, like those of the Dardanelles,
are of very large calibre for carrying stone
balls, and the rest, being generally mounted
upon awkward low carriages, are incapable of

» The forts on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus are so
+like those elsewhere described, that further notice of them

seems upnecessary.
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much elevation or depression, and other-
wise unmanageable.

Two deep valleys open behind Roo-
meli-Kavac, and a height beyond is
crowned by the ruins of an old Greek or
Genoese convent, a little in front of which
the cye can sweep the battery below, dis-
cerning every gun within, and having almost
equal command of the battery of Anatoli-
Kavac on the opposite or Asiatic shore,
though from the greater distance this would
probably be only attainable with shells.
The heights near the shore on the European
side are higher and stceper than on the
other, descending at Roomeli-Kavac in pre-
cipitous rocks, which extend, with little
interruption, to the lighthouse at the mouth
of the Bosphorus, and along this shore there
is hardly any road or thoroughfare.

The next fort above Roomeli-Kavac is
Buyuk-Liman, mounting about twenty-seven
guns, and having in its front a good ancherage
free from currents; but it stands rather too
high above the water to do much execution
in such a situation, and could be easily
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reached from behind. An interval of about
a mile brings us to the fort of Karibgeh,
mounting forty guns in two tiers, and which
is more perfect than any of the others, while
it has a better enclosure on the land side;
although in that quarter it is, like the other
defences, without guns. Another battery
follows at the village of Fanaraki, adjacent to
the European lighthouse, and which mounts
nine guns, while a little beyond the light-
house, on the other side of the creek, is an
antiquated loopholed fort, wholly unprovided,
at the time of my visit, with artillery. There
is no other work -between this spot and
Kilia, although there are several places fit for
landing at the termination of the small valleys
on the shore, where the beach is gravelly,
and which are frequented by large fishing-
vessels.

Kilia is a small square fort with bas-
tions, but being without either ditch or
glacis, the revetment is exposed from top
to bottom. It is besides commanded from a
height a little to the south where there is a
windmill, and also by one in the direction
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of three high square towers, which form an
aqueduct for conducting water to the fort.
Tmmediately to the west is a bay running
towards Domusdereh, upwards of two
miles in length, and affording good anchor-
age, the bottom being sandy, and sloping
regularly from the beach, which vessels can
approach within six hundred yards with per-
fect safety. 'Bhe bay is sheltered from the
south-south-east and west winds, and the
porth wind is not dangerous, while the
quality of the bottom is said to be such that
should a vessel ground, she would suffer but
little. The fire from the fort of Kilia is not
to be dreaded, as its battery, which might
soon be silenced, is too distant to reach the
western part of the bay.

To the north-west of Buyukdereh runs a
range of heights, covered in part by the
forest of Belgrade. It is a continuation in
this direction of the mountains of the Lesser
Balkan, from which the heights in the neigh-
hourhood generally branch out, forming nu-
merous valleys. Those terminating on. the
Bosphorus are, in general, steep and rugged,
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but towards the Black Sea the descent is
more gradual. The range is reached from
the Bosphorus, through one of the valleys
immediately behind the village of Sari-Yari,
east of Buyukdereh, by a steep and wind-
ing ascent. This clevated point is marked
by a single high trce, where a fort would
close the ravine, and, at the same time, be a
key to the vicinity of Buyukdereh, which,
as before intimated, is approached by several
roads passing through the valley, some of
which are practicable for wheel-carriages.*
In a north-easterly direction from this spot
the heights extend to Fanaraki, forming the
European enclosure of the Bosphorus, over
the batteries already described. In a
westerly direction they become very im-
portant, running at an angle with the
other ridge, between the landing-place near
Domusdereh and the reservoirs at Bel-
grade. A commanding point on the last-
mentioned ridge is marked by an old square

* Those who desire further information in reference to

this ground, will find some memoranda on the subject in
the Appendix.
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castle in its vicinity, called the Tower
of Ovid, which the great poet is reputed
to have occupied, during a part of his exile
from Rome. The village of Belgrade and
the reservoirs are about six miles from the
shore, and twelve from Constantinople.

The reservoirs consist of large solid dams,
formed of very massive blocks of stone,
to arrest the water which, at certain periods,
pours in very large quantities through the
valleys, and this source supplies about half
the water consumed in the capital. The
limpid element is conveyed to Constantino-
ple by a very elaborate and perfect system
of conduits and aqueducts, which, in the
event of a hostile occupation, might be seized
by an enemy, and the supply cut off; or a
threat to blow up the aqueducts might be
used to induce a surrender, even if a de-
fending force were between the enemy and
the capital. The occupation and defence of
the surrounding heights would be, therefore,
of the utmost importance under such cir-
cumstances ; and there can be no doubt that
great facility would be given to the accom-
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plishment of that object by a judicious system
of works, erected at the most suitable points,
such as the commanding position above
alluded to, more particularly if the defence of
Constantinople were to fall into the hands of
a weak and not thoroughly-disciplined force.

If the position in front of Belgrade were
to be abandoned, the general slope of the
country, in the direction of Coustantinople,
would be found favourable to an advancing
enemy, hut there are still several positions
of secondary consequence in the way. The
most important of these is situated at Levend
Chiflik, where therc were formerly large
barracks: it has its right ncar the Bos-
phorus, and its left towards the branches of
the river Barbysis, which, as well as the
Sydaris, passes, as we have seen, through
deep valleys; and if an attempt were to be
made by an enemy to reach the city itself
from this neighbourhood, without crossing
the Golden Horn, the banks of these rivers
would present to a defending force on that
side very favourable ground for their ope-
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rations, though not so to one on their right
bank.

The last point where any defence could
be made on the Pera side of the Golden
Horn, in its present state, is the ground
lying between the Sultan’s fishing-kiosk
below Kheatl-khanch, on the river Barbysis,
a mile or two before it enters the harbour,
and the village of Ortokioi on the Bos-
phorus. The distance across may be three
or four miles as the crow flies, but as a line
drawn between these two places would pass
over the heights and deep ravines which
descend upon the Golden Horn, the actual
distance may be estimated at five or even
six miles. The table-land here offers great
facilities to the advance of an attacking force,
from the moment that the position last
described might be forced. Quite open and
unwooded, the ground slopes gradually to-
wards the city, until it dips into the Golden
Horn, at an average distance of not more
than 1400 yards from its summit to the city
on the opposite side, presenting to artil-
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lery a great command over the very com-
bustible wooden buildings.*  Shells, hot
shot, and Congreve rockets, could be thrown
from hence, and the vast city would in a very
short time be reduced to ashes. The heights,
indeed, rise immediately over the only
large Naval Arsenal which Turkey possessesg,
and if set on fire, the very sparks would,
with most winds, place the city in great
jeopardy, while the Ordnance Arsenal at Top-
khana would infallibly share the fate of the
adjoining suburbs of Pera and Galata, with
whicli it is in closc connection. Near these
localities no natural disposition of ground
could possibly be more favourable for the
attacking force. Proceeding down the slop-
ing table-lands, their flanks covered by
ravines, and each tongue of land furnished
with a good road leading to the south-west,
the columns could pass on, even in the
darkest night, as the locality has not so much
as a show of defence, and the old walls of
Gralata would fall before a few rounds. The

* The base of these heights, forming the shore opposite
Constantinople, is not more than 700 or 800 yards from it,
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kernel of the line between Kheat-khaneh and
Orto-kioi Tash, however, lies nearly at an
equal distance between those places, and a
large well-laid-out fort, if erected at this spot,
might arrest the advance of an enemy for a
considerable time, and would also support
the position of Levend Chiflik in its front,
greatly tending to turn the scale in favour
of the defending force, even though inferior
in numbers, '

The forts on the Bosphorus below Istenia
would soon share the fate of the heights in
their rear. The first is Roumeli-Hissar, an
old castle built by Mahomet the Second
when he captured Constantinople, being the
first spot of land which he occupied in Europe.

The Asiatic shore of the Bosphorus, in its
present state, affords, towards the Black
Sea, facilities for disembarkment equal to
those on the European side. A bay, called
Anchor Bay, about six hundred yards from
the castle at the Asiatic lighthouse, and
Riva Bay, at a distance of about three miles,
offer several points available for the purpose
and while vessels near the shore covered
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the operation, without being exposed to
the fire of any battery, the troops disem-
barked might ascend the watercourses
which run down into the bays, and by
occupying the heights on this side of the
Bosphorus, turn its defences.

To obviate such a risk, the Asiatic coast
from the castle at the lighthouse to tlie bay
of Riva, should be protected, like the
European side, by a redoubt on each of the
two capes enclosing the bay; and an in-
trenched camp at the head of the water-
courses would, by operating on his front
and flank, check the advance of an enemy.
Should the difficulty of making a descent so
near Constantinople, and in a country defi-
cient in supplies, appear too great, an enemy
might possibly effect a landing in one of the
bays near the river Sangarias, when a sys-
tem similar to that recommended on the Eu-
ropean side ought to be adopted.. At some:
points, small well-placed forts and intrenched
batteries, and central supporting positions
at others, carefully selected and strength-
ened, from whence a disembarking enemy
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could be assailed and arrested in his march,
are the means to be employed on both shores
near the strait. The Asiatic side offers two
excellent lines of defence on which to retire,
the outermost extending from a lake in the
rear of the Sangarias to the Gallas, which
might easily be intrenched : the other,
crossing the isthmus between Nice and
Nicomedia, which is only about seventeen
or eighteen miles in breadth,* and being
intersected by ravines, is very available
for defence.

In case of the immediate vicinity of- Con-
stantinople being threatened on the Asiatic
side, either by the advance of an enemy
from the direction of Erzeroom, or in conse-
sequence of such a landing having been
effected as I have supposed, the country
presents an interior line of defence, com-
mencing at the Bay of Chalcedon, without
the suburbs of Scutari, and extending to
Anatoli-Hissar, the first Asiatic castle

* It has been suggested, that the defences of these towns
should be restored to serve as centres for two intrenched
camps.
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above the capital The suburb of Scutari
is enveloped by a chain of heights descend-
ing from Mount Bourgarloo, and connected
in an oblique line with an eminence near
the castle, but beyond the valley in which
it stands. Although, however, this ele-
vated spot commands one of the narrowest
parts of the strait, it ought not to be occu-
pied, as it is itself commanded by a higher
ridge ; but about four hundred yards further
on is a platean, cmbracing a view as far
as Therapia, which would cross its fire
with -the batteries on the European side;
and here a fort, aided by another on Mount
Bourgarloo, would enable the defenders to
hold the enemy at bay, in a line extending
from Chalcedon to the Giant’s Mountain.
All the positions, in fact, are very strong,
being supported on both flanks by preci-
pitous ravines, so that they might be held
by a corps very inferior in number to that of
the enemy, who would be obliged to occupy
a very extensive line, while the defending
force could confine itself to one compara-
tively very limited.
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The advance of an enemy, even to the
water’s edge, would not, on this side, be at
once so decisive as on the other, from the
obstacle presented by the Bosphorus. Still
the loss of the Asiatic forts, and the destruc-
tion of the villages and dwellings extending
for nearly ten miles up the strait, which
must be the consequence of such an ad-
vance, would be a very heavy calamity,
tending much to the ultimate success of an
enemy.

Even should nothing more effective be
done, works on the heights behind are im-
peratively required for the defence of both
shores, for which the only provision yet
made is some small wooden blockhouses,
erected in 1853, behind the fort of Youska,
with six or seven similar constructions at
other points, of which one was in rear of
Roomeli-Kavac, on the European side. That
at Youska appeared to me to be commanded.
behind by the Giant’s Mountain, and all
these blockhouses seemed mean and com-
bustible defences. They are, however, pro-
vided with a small ditch and glacis, and



SCHEME OF DEFENCE. 49

their roofs arc covered with earth to deaden
the effect of shells and other projectiles.
Having thus described the scheme for
improving the defences of the two great
military positions of the Bosphorus and the
Dardanelles, which there is now every
prospect of our seeing energetically carried
out, and which will enable a moderate force
to hold those two keys of the Black Sea
and the Mediterranean for any period, I
must not omit to observe, that so far from
the suggestion of such fortifications being
intended to imply that a defensive and
inactive plan of campaign is the best, I am
quite of an opposite opinion. But by ren-
dering the positions of Constantinople and
Gallipoli impregnable, even in the hands of
a force not highly disciplined, the mass of
the armies would be available for acting at
a distance ; and having a secure basis to the
rear, could (as well as the fleets) leave
these most important localities behind them, -
without any feeling of apprehension. More-
over, even in a time of profound peace, it
is of the utmost importance that these
VOL. 1. D
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defences should be completed, so that fresh
aggression may not be provoked, by a know-
ledge of the fechle and vulnerable condition
of the very seat of government of the
Ottoman empire, situated as it is in a
locality, which, quite independent of its
being around the capital, has the greatest
political and strategical interest to every
nation in Europe.
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CmarTER 111

Silivria—Karristan—Bulgarian peasants—Kuseli and Apsa
— Adrianople—Route to Shumla—Yamboli—Carnabat
—Site for encampment——-Ford of the Kamchik—Ad-
vance post—Shumla.

I smarr now resume the route towards
Shumla from Buyuk Chekmagee, by Adria-
nople and Carnabat, and afterwards describe
those from Chatsalda to Varna, by Faki and
the Pass of Eminch, and the central route
through the mountains by Aidos and Nadir
Dervend to Pravadi.

At Coomboorgos, a Greek fishing-village,
four miles from Buyuk Chckmagee, and
near the shore, the eye discerns to the right
some extensive ruins, with several large
towers in the solid Greek style.* This-
place is nearly opposite to the western end
of the lake of Derkos, and this may be the
ruins of Melanthius, alluded to by Gibbon,
as there are no ruins of a similar character

* Made of large blocks of stone without mortar.

D 2
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between it and Constantinople, and a
structure of such importance can hardly
have wholly disappeared. The village is
now very poor, bhut we saw some good
hoats in the harbour. From Coomboorgos
to Bevadios, a distance of ,three miles, the
country generally is a fine grassy down,
undulating and smooth, with here and there
traces of vine cultivation. Bevadios is the
ancient Epibaton, where a Greck fortress
formerly stood, built by a rival of Canta-
kuzene, on the sca-shore.

Advancing from Bevadios towards
Silivria, for three or four miles, the country
becomes flatter, and, indeed, forms a plain,
with the heights trending off to the right
towards Yenikioi Scrai, &c.

After traversing a swampy flat, crossed
by an old causeway, still in good order, we
passed a brook running from a small lake
above, by a wretched wooden bridge, and
observed in the bed of the stream an arch,
formed of large antique blocks, cemented
together with mortar, which had probably
been thrown down by an earthquake. This,
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were it not for some confusion as to dis-
tance, might be regarded as the bridge
which Gibbon mentions as having been
constructed, together with a causeway, by
Justinian, and to which allusion is made in
a former chapter. Silivria, the next town,
is approached from the neighbouring heights,
and is hardly seen till they arc descended.
It lies at their base, under a cliff, and is com-
manded by an old Romaic castle,* with
towers like the (Genoese castles on the
Bosphorus, but in a dilapidated condition.
The town is on the Constantinople side of
the bay, which affords anchorage for large
sloops. A fine but thinly-peopled and
badly-cultivated country, low but not flat,
extends beyond; and, during a ride of five
and a half hours, we only passed a single
chiflik and hamlet, composed of a few poor
houses, chiefly inhabited by Greeks, near
an old and low viaduct, crossing a brooky
flat. Three and a half hours more, over
ground of a similar character, were occu-

-* By Romaic architecture, I mean of the period of the ’
Lower Empire.
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pied in reaching Chorlvo, a town of about
a thousand houses. This place was occu-
pied in 1829 by the Russians, who advanced
as far as the bridge, their right halting near
Rodosto, while their left was probably at
Viza or Midia, though they had advanced
posts much nearer the capital, at Yenikioi,
and even Chatsalda.

Hence we proceed to Karristan, a journey
of six hours, and find a town of abhout three
hundred houses, boasting very perfect
remains of an ancient castle. The country
varies but little the whole way, consisting
chiefly of extensive plains here and there,
more or less marshy, and rather more
uneven, with deep narrow brooks interven-
ing, which would be some obstacle to artil-
lery. The streppet, or small bustard, is met
with here, often in large flights. The
ground then becomes eminently calculated
for the movements of cavalry; though the
Turks, during their last war, do not appear
to have turned it to account. Luleh Burgas
is the resting-place for this night.

During the day we must have passed
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nearly a thousand Bulgarian peasants, re-
turning from the neighbourhood of Constan-
tinople. The country, where we saw them,
is flat, and has numerous tumuli, precisely
resembling those in the south of Russia
and the Bulgarians, in appearance, language,
and even dress, are very similar to the
Russians of the south. Those we en-
countered perform yearly two marches,
of from two to three hundred miles, carry-
ing their knapsacks and scythes on their
shoulders, and are fed badly, and slecp in
the open air. Many of them seemed mere
lads, and some, although stout fellows for
their age, appearcd hardly able to go on
from lameness, but still kept their places
in the file. Being Christians, they are not
available to the Porte as troops, although
very fine material.

Passing the Burgas, a river of some size,
the road ascends a height, the first of a
series of undulations, which continue through
a barren country, then covered with long dry
grass,* to Baba-Eskessi, four hours distant.

* In the early summer the grass is fine and plentiful.
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Baba-Eskessi is a town of five or six hun-
dred houses, with two mosques and a church.
A great proportion of the inhabitants are
Greeks. There is a large tumulus near the
town, which seemed never to have been
opened. The next town, about an hour’s
distance, is Kuseli, a small place of one
hundred and fifty or two hundred houses.
In the neighbourhood are several heights
divided by brooks, and one, a few miles in
front, has a brook before it, and another in
itsrear. The left flank is marshy. 'f'his is
a spot where troops might retard the advance
of an enemy. At three o’clock we reached
Apsa, a better town than Kuseli, though it
has but few morc houses; and here we
passed the night. '

From this point, it is about four hours to
Adrianople, the road still leading .over a
sandy country covered with dry grass.
Abhout midway there is a khan, with a
handsome fountain pouring forth two copious
jets of very fine water, derived, by channels,
from some source at a distance. Soon after-
wards the aspect of the country-alters, the
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road -descending to the valley of the Maritza,
or Hebrus, when the land becomes woody,
and is covered with vines.

In the background appears Adrlanople
with its domes and minarets. The great
mosque of Selim possesses four very rich
and elegant examples of those slender towers,
which rise to a great height, and are as-
cended by nearly four hundred steps, leading
to several balconies, or galleries, which occur
in succession during the ascent.

Adrianople is a town of about a hundred
thousand inhabitants, and is not a place of
strength, being mercly surrounded with
ancient walls, flanked with towers, resem-
bling those of Constantinople. Like that.
city it is divided into quarters, and has a
population of Mussulmans and Christians
nearly equal in numbers. It has been
suggested that, by forming an entrenched
camp, cmbracing the confluence of the
rivers which occurs at this spot, a force of
forty thousand men could here arrest the
progress of one double that number, ad-

vancing from the Balkan. The style of
D3
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fortification adopted at Lintz, in the Aus-
trian territory, is recommended as-the most
eligible, namely,—the construction of a
series of large towers, about twenty in
number, so planned as fo allow free egress to
their occupants. This, however, is a kind
of fortification, which, from its solidity,
requires time to execute, and is accom-
panied with heavy expense. N
The Turks made no resistance at Adrian-
ople in the last war ; but the Russians, dur-
ing, the period they remained there, suffered
a loss of probably as many men as thejr op-
ponents could have occasioned them during
the most brilliant defence. Their sickness
has been attributed to malaria ; which was
most probably the case, as they encamped
on low ground near the river, instead of on
the heights which command the town; and
their occupation was during the unhealthy
months of August and Scptember, when the
inhabitants are very subject to fever and
dysentery. :
The road through Sofia to Belgrade crosses
the Maritza ; but the chief route to Shumla,
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our present destination, keeps at some dis-
tance from its left bank, and at the distance
of twenty miles passes through the village
of Buyuk Dervent and its defile, when we
enter a more hilly country, covered with a
low oak copsewood. The road is now good
and dry, though somewhat stony, and passes a
counterfort of the Little Balkans, at a village
of about a hundred and fifty small houses,
called Kuchuk Dervent. The country con-
tinues to present the same features as far as
Papas-kioi, a better village of the same size
but on a larger stream, and at a distance of
about four hours from the last. From hence
the land is more open and flatter, and is
intersected by frequent streams. There are,
indeed, some hills on both sides, but they are
distant ; and to the left is the river Toonja,
which joins the Maritza at Adrianople, and
at this time was much swollen, presenting a
serious obstacle. In little more than an
hour from this spot we came in sight of the
Great Balkan bearing nearly north, and not
‘appearing very high. The approach is
through lower and more marshy land, which
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becomes still more so after passing a good
chiflik and several houses to the right.
The descent. from the higher ground was
met by the flooded ‘river, which makes
several turns, and at one was a dam and
.mill, the former hardly perceptible from the
“inundation. The road to Yamboli, a distance
of one or two miles, was execrable, and full
of large loose stones with much mud and
water. The ground was higher to the
right.

Yamboli * is a good Turkish town, and
contains fourtecn mosques, and six hundred
Turkish and four hundred Raya houses.

Turning north-east, we now proceed over
a very good road, towards Carnabat, through
an undulating grassy country, and with the
Balkan to our left, while other hills rise
on the right, and in our front, at a distance
of four or five hours. At first our left was
flanked by a river, then by a very extensive
marsh, whence the stream flowed, and

* A more direct but more mountainous road, to Carna-
bat, leaves Yamboli some hours to the left, and crosses
the Lesser Balkan transversely, instead of at a right angle,
like that described here.
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which was covered with immense quantities
of wildfowl. Swarms of bustards ap-
peared on the plain close to us. In about
three hours we reach a village; and here,
leaving the marshy land to our left, we
proceed over a smooth undulating country,
well fitted for cavalry. The marsh quite
disappears about two hours before reaching
Carnabat ; and the road, turning somewhat
to the left, ascends some elevated plateaus.
Here we commence the ascent of the lower
mountains; but the rise in the road is
trifling, and is succeeded by some table-
land of considerable extent, bounded on the
left by the high Balkan. After an hour’s
ride a village is passed to the left, and a
cemetery to the right of the road; and
another hour brings the traveller to Carnabat,
a town completely Turkish, both as regards
its detestably dirty and stony strects, and
the idle, coffee-shop habits of its popula-
tion.

The ' route from Carnabat is directly
north, over a marshy plain, extending to-
wards a pass which seems to enter a low
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range, while other mountains near Kazan
are about twenty-five miles to the left. The
plain is stated to be dry in summer ; but a
raised causeway of a mile or two in length,
shows it is sometimes under water. It
occupies about an hour to climb the ascent
to the first summit of the heights, which is
flat and woody ; and the dwarf oaks there
were still in leaf. About half an hour be-
yond is the small town of Samenlar, con-
taining about a hundred houses ; and on the
height looking down from thence, in the
direction of Shumla, is some pretty. de-
fensible ground ; but its left is low, though
resting on a marshy tract. About twenty-
five miles to the left is the Kazan Pass.
Clearing another village, at a distance
of half an hour, still surrounded by a fine
country, with good soil, growing corn and
dwarf oaks, the road, which is cut on the
side of the hill, has a deep glen on its right ;
and here it might, for an hour or two, be
made impassable for artillery, by blowing
up a portion of the rock. From this place
the ground slopes to Dobral (five hours
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from Carnabat), through a fine woody space,
suitable for riflemen. Two miles beyond
the country opens, and presents a . good
plain slightly elevated, and very fit for
encampment,—wood, water, forage,, and
grain being abundant, while the climate is
cool and salubrious. On the 22nd Novem-
ber but little snow had appeared, lying here
and there, partially melted by recent rains.
Dobral is a good Bulgarian village, with
but few Mussulman houses. The ground
now aScends, and we pass on by a very fair
carriage road, which had been rendered
practicable for wheels by the Russians,
and which, turning a little to the left,
crosses a ridge, the highest part of the pass.
For about an hour it then descends a little,
and goes through a narrow gorge, having in
its front an excellent position, with a
counter-fort immediately before it, and
several lower steps connected with it by a
narrow neck, and flanked somewhat in rear
by two other detached eminences, which
are higher than it, giving the command, as
it were, of bastions over a ravelin. Beyond
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this is the river Deli Kamchick, a branch
of the greater Kamchick—a fine stream,
with abrupt banks, which runs round the
advanced height, and the others in its
vicinity. The road winds on, descending
round the front of the heights, from left to
right, and crosses by a ford which reached
our horses’ girths; but it is, no doubt, like
all mountain rivers, liable to great variations
in depth. Leaving the ford we proceed up
a mountainous valley, having at first a
stream on our left, which joins the Kam-
chick near the ford; and which, as well as
several others, we cross, meeting on both
sides stecp rocky hcights covered with
wood.  About two miles further on is a
fountain, necar a crestyaghich  descends
abruptly to a brook ; anﬁenae we climb
a steep rocky height, which might easily be
made impassable for wheels, by breaking up
the road, and making some redoubts, of
batteries, to bear on the spot. This would
then be an excellent advance post, to give
time to any troops at Dobral to come up
to the first-described position. On a summit
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beyond are the remains of a battery, in-
tended to sweep a piece of flat ground to
the left of the road. But in Turkey such
works are generally ill placed 5 and in this
instance the road is altogether defiladed
from the battery by irregularities in the
ground ; while the battery is itself com-
manded by woody heights on both sides.
A short distance beyond the country opens,
and shows a good convex-shaped small posi-
tion, formed like an oyster-shell, with a
brook running at its base, which is crossed
close to a fountain. The intervening ground
affords wood, water, &c.

Ascending the opposite heights, the road
enters Chiali Kavak, a straggling village of
two or three hundred houses, chicfly poor
wicker constructions, plastered roughly
without. A good many Turks reside here,
and probably form about half the population.
Above the village are woody heights, where
the road was now a good deal flooded, with
ice and snow in patches. The wood, which
abounded, was chiefly the small oak, but
there were many large trees in sheltered
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places; and it may be well to remark that
there seemed to be abundance of wood-
game.

The descent is in front of the battery, by
a causeway, said to have been made by the
Russians, and extending for more than a
mile. Some flooded brooks then presented
themselves, when the road took a peculiarly
steep turn over the rocky spur of the height.
Another ascent fairly reaches the last ridge of
the Balkan in this pass, and commands a good
view of the plain around Shumla, flanked
by its singularly-shaped and low, but fine
table mountain, and its intrenched camp,
with the town lying at the right of its base,
but mostly concealed by the projecting flank
of the height. The descent is between
conical hills, terminating in a fine country,
very soon showing hedges, vines, &e.
Several easy ridges, of fine form, to the right,
mark a position of tolerable strength. The
road enters Dragoi-kioi, a good Bulgarian
village, abounding in cattle, sheep, &c.;
and then keeping behind some ridges, which
had till now formed the boundary of ashallow
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valley, traverses a low table-land, several
miles square, and covered with rich grass as
smooth as a bowling-green,—a fine locality
for the movements of cavalry. There is a
similar tract a little ncarer the river. To
the left of the road, further on, is an old low
intrenchment, of a quarter of a mile in dia-
meter, which commands a lower fall in the
country between it and the river, a second
branch of the Kamchick joining it a little
above the Kinpri-kioi passage. It meets
the road near somc clevations, having the
appearance of old intrenchments, but which
are said to be natural, and is crossed by a
good ford only reaching the saddle-girths,
although now a good deal swollen. Several
arabas drawn by buffaloes passed over at the
same time.

The Shumla heights are approached by a
good road, fit for carriages, as far as a gipsy
village of about a hundred houses, when a
very great change.for the worse takes place
in the road, and the stronghold itself is only
accessible through a slough of loose stones
embedded in soft mud. The vicinity of a
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Turkish town, indeed, is always marked by
the increasing badness of the thoroughfares.
Passing a new bastioned redoubt to our
left, with revetments in masonry, not then
finished, we entered the double enclosure of
Shumla, formed of earth, and partially stock-
aded. It is not high, and a large barrack
appears over it. A gateway admitted us
first into a cemetery, and then to a very foul
and wretchedly-paved street—even worse
than any previous experience had led me to
expect in such a place.

I shall defer further observations on
Shumla and its neighbourhood for the pre-
sent, and describe the other route from the
lakes towards the Balkan by Visa Kirklissa
and Faki, through the passes of Cape Em-
ineh and Nadir Dervend.
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Cuarrer IV.

Anastasian wall — Encamping ground —Visa — Boomar-
Hissar—Kirklissa—Road to;Faki—Faki—Marshy ground
—Ghulf of Burgas—Occupation of Sizeboli—Line of coast
—Roads—Bay of Varna.

Toe route towards the Balkan, carried in
Chapter II. as far as Chatsalda, may now be
followed out.

The causeway hitherto followed traverses
a flat-country for some distance, intersected
with brooks, crossed by slight wooden
bridges much out of repair, although ruinous
abutments remain as relics of more massive
structures, while they testify to their ancient
importance. To the left rises a steep but
not highr ange ; and soon afterwards, to the
right, some conical heights, with flattened
tops, present themselves, near a village.
The country then assumes the appearance
of an elevated grassy plain for several hours’
journey, when a khan is reached, situated
about forty miles from Constantinople.
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Near this place are the ruined foun-
dations of the Anastasian wall, where
very large blocks of calcareous stone, ce-
mented with mortar, lie chiefly below the
surface, having been excavated, in many
places, for the purpose of being burnt into
lime 3 and to effect this object kilns have
been erected in the vicinity. The left is
now flanked by a woody embarrassed coun-
try 5 and, on the opposite hand, a distant
chain of low mountains rather approaches
the road, showing a break as of a plain be-
tween them, indicating the course of the
river, which empties itself into the lake
left behind. Bushy oak woods and sandy
heights continue for a couple of hours, when
the traveller arrives at another small khan,
of a quadrangular form. At a little dis-
tance further on, the country slopes down
to the south-west, from a point afford-
ing a fine view, to the extent probably of
twenty miles. In the direction of Yenikioi
(west) is an extensive and finely-sloped po-
sition, crowned by a platean, and running
down to a brook, which, at its foot, passes
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through a ravine of moderate breadth, taking
a south-westerly course. A branch of the ra-
vine, also traversed by a brook, curves round,
and envelops the left of the position ; but here
the slope is gradual until nearly in rear of
the heights. The right terminates at an
extensive copsewood, with which it is par-
tially interspersed ; and this, too, is protected
by the brook, which also takes a bend round
in that direction. The spot appears to
afford good encamping ground, and the
country beyond is hilly and difficult.
On.crossing the brook, grassy downs are
passed, and we enter the poor Bulgarian
village of Yenikioi. The road, ascending
through low copse, soon reaches a crest
overlooking a fine open plain, suitable for
manceuvring a large force. A sloping as-
cent for about an hour brings us to the town
of Sarai, where the Russians, during their
advance in the last war, erected some field-
works facing towards Constantinople, and
greatly injured the town by their occupation.
‘About two bhours beyond is Chakoli, a
village of about two hundred houses; and



72 VISA.

leaving two other villages to the right, a
further ride of the same duration, over fine
grassy ways, brings us to the ancient town
of Visa, situated on a height overlooking a
vast plain, bounded to the west by low
regular eminences, and to the north and
east by more elevated ground, terminating
the fine range of mountains towards Midia
and Iniada, on the coast of the Black Sea.
Roads practicable for wheels cross the Lesser
Balkan, from both Sarai and Visa, to Midia,
which is distant about eight hours’ journey
from cach place.

" Visa, the ancient Byzantine city of Byzu,
still retains many vestiges of its former
grandeur in the shape of marble blocks and
columns, and these are frequently met with,
particularly in the old citadel, which rises
above the town on a separate eminence, and
even now possesses ruined towers and walls.
The town contains cight or nine hundred
houses. '

Leaving Visa, we enter a noble plain,
bounded by sloping and wooded heights. A
road passes, at some distance to the left,
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to Kirklissa, without going through  Visa.
After a slight ascent, the track is crossed in
the direction of the Black Sea, by a way
practicable for wheels, leading to Midia and
other places. At the distance of about
three hours from Visa we pass to the right
a handsome chiflik, and a cemetery, distin-
guished by a tower-shaped building with a
dome roof, said to be a remnant of an an-
cient Greek church, dedicated to St. Nicho-
las, but now the burying-place of a wealthy
Turkish proprietor. From hence there is
a gradual descent on the Visa. side, and the
road crosses several brooks, flowing from the
low mountain range to the front and right,
while the left opens fine cultivated plains.
Another hour is required for the journey to
Boomar-hissar, where an old castle, stand-
ing on a height above the plain, still shows
some ruinous walls and towers. After
reaching the village of Ienai, about three
miles further on, passing through woods of
fine scattered oaks, somewhat resemblinig an
English chase or forest, we reach the banks
of a small river, with a favourable position
VOL. I. E
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for encampment on its right bank, looking
towards Kirklissa. The last part of the
road now crosses a rich and well-cultivated
plain, and is quite fit for carriages until it
reaches Kirklissa, a finely-situated town,
about forty miles east from Visa, and rather
less from Adrianople.

We had passed to our right a track striking
off towards the Euxine side of the moun-
tain range, and at Kirklissa we were at the
junction of the road from Adrianople, and
the direct road from Luleh Burgas to .AldOS
and the Balkan.

A long defensive line between Ku‘khssa
and Adrianople has been repeatedly pointed
out as a favourable position for arresting
the advance of an army from the Balkan;
‘but it is admitted, even by those who re-
commend it, that much artificial preparation
in the shape of such works as exist at Lintz,
in the Austrian territory, would be required
to render it available; and when its great
extent is fairly considered, it must be appa-
rent that such an undertaking would be a
very serious ‘one, and would require consi-
derable time for its execution.
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. Kirklissa, or the Forty Churches, is very
prettily situated on the south-western slope
of a height, a spur of the Lesser Balkan,
rising at. the commencement of a fine
tract of country which extends towards
Adrianople in a westerly and Luleh
Burgas in a southerly dircction. It is the
first really good country which the traveller
reaches when pursuing this route from the
Great Balkans. Vineyards, enclosed with
hedges, arc everywhere to be scen, as well
as other indications of a fruitful soil and
careful cultivation, and the roads are com-
paratively good. I look upon Kirklissa as
one of the best permanent stations for a mi-
litary force, both on account of its stra-
tegical importance, and from its healthy
situation, while it insures an abundance of
supplies. It is distant from Iniada and
Midia, on the Black Sea, about fifty miles,
but the routes in that direction are not
good. Luleh Burgas is about twenty-five
miles distant, over the more level country
which prevails on that side.

In Kirklissa are nine mosques ; the largest,
E2
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called the Buyuk Djami, is a pretty building,
having its walls mantled with ivy. Though
nearly in the centre of the town, and in the
vicinity of one of the.two large baths, it
stands in the midst of a cemetery, a very
unusual thing in Turkey. The chertzehs, or
covered bazaars, contain many good shops.
Kirklissa”has the reputation of entertaining
Russian predilections, probably for substan-
tial reasons; a fact, of which I thought I
could trace some indications.

At Kirklissa we change our course (Whlch
has been from Constantinople nearly north-
west), and, taking an almost northerly di-
rection, enter a more rugged country, pre-
senting on both sides mountain ranges of
moderate elevation. The country, for the
first four hours (twelve to fourteen miles)
is not very difficult, as far as regards the
road; but rocks rise around in detached
blocks, like huge walls, which give the
locality another character. At this distance
we reach Erakler, a village of about one
hundred houses, and possessing a mosque.
It suffered considerably by fire when occu-
pied by the Russian troops in 1829.
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The road from hence towards Faki keeps
along a ridge of quartzy granite ; but though
often ascending and descending, it is nowhere
difficult, and is practicable, even in its pre-
sent state, for carriages, though it .would be
greatly improved by a little timely repair,
which, with so much weather-worn and friable
stone ready at hand, might be very easily
done. Few habitations are visible from the
road, but the country is not destitute of cul-
tivation ; and in similar localities, even in
Italy, it is usual for the peasants to come
from "distant villages to sow and reap their
crops, quitting the place when their task is
completed. Continuing along the crest, we
pass through a high and woody country, quite
a forest scene, the trees generally fine, but
interspersed with the dwarf or Valonia oak,
producing the gall-nut, and so come to
Faki.*

This town is chiefly important from its
gituation at the junction of several roads,
one of which proceeds by the pass of Buyuk
Derwend to Adrianople, while anotherleads

* Often called Omoor-Faki,
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to Agteboli, on the Black Sea; another by
Tirnowo to Iniada; a fourth through the
mountains to Carnabat; and a fifth forms
the continuation of the road we have been
pursuing, branching into two at Karapoonar,
twelve miles to the north-east, where one
leads by Aidos acro:s the Balkan, and the
other, very soon descending from the lesser
range, proceeds to Burgas, on the Black
Sea. From Faki we ascend by this route
the high ridgy country last described, travers-
ing a fine forest of large oaks; and then,
on leaving Karapoonar, descend towards the
Euxine, for the purpose of following the
shore road to Varna by Cape Emineh, when
a great change occurs in the character of
the ground. Soon, indeed, the country be-
comes low and marshy, and the road, which
is deep and rough, is conducted through the
most swampy tract, as if its constructors
had purposely avoided the drier slopes in
the vicinity ; and, in fact, it often so nearly
resembles a narrow canal, that it suggests the
facility of defending the neighbourhood
which it traverses on the principle of Co-
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horn—at least when viewed, as it was by
myself, in the month of November.

The same sort of country, with a wretched
soil, continues on this side nearly to Burgas,
a distance of twenty miles from Karapoonar,
when the road skirts to the right a large
salt lake, divided from the bay by a gravelly
ledge, along which runs one of those rude,
oriental aqueducts, marked by their brick
columns, which conveys fresh water to the
town.

Proceeding along the bay, a slight ascent

leads to Burgas, which is nearly surrounded
by its waters, and by two large salt lakes
(Mangris and Alakos) extending into the
country in the direction of Aidos; and
which combine, with other local advantages,
tor render this important harbour one of
the strongest natural positions on this
coast.
. The bay, or rather gulf of Burgas, is
about twenty miles in extent, looking to the
north-east, with a fine country in its imme-
diate neighbourhood, and has a general
depth of about twelve fathoms.
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Good anchorage exists near the town, as
well as to the south-east, at St. Nicholas;
and there is an excellent harbour at Size-
boli, a little more to the south, enclosed by
a headland and an island, which completely
shelter it. Sizeboli is situated on the small
cape just mentioned; and, though without
defences itself, both the town and its har-
bour are commanded by a height, on which
a redoubt was erected by the Russians last
war, when they seized this port, and used it
as a place of disembarkation for the troops,
which marched into the interior, and rein-
forced the army of Diebitsch, after it had
crossed the Balkan.

The occupation of the bay of Burgas,
and the presence of the allied fleets in the
Black Sea, now preclude the possibility" of
such a use being made of Sizeboli by the
enemy, while this large bay, abounding with
harbours, affords to ourselves the means of
throwing in reinforcements and supplies in
rear of the Balkan, as Varna does in its front.
The Russians, indeed, occupied Sizeboli with-
out interruption from the Turks, first in
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small numbers, and then in force, before
their columns crossed the Balkan; for they
were well awaré of the great importance of
first having the sea open to them on their
flank. Of so much consequence, in fact, is
this, that it seems very doubtful whether
they could advance to any distance from the
Danube, now that this advantage is wrested
from them, Varna and Burgas, viewed in
connexion with their harbours, are the abut-
ments, as it were, on which rest the two
defending lines, one in front, and the other
formed by the fortified passes within the
range of the Balkan.

The great bay of Burgas is very capable
of defence. Its northern shore throws out
two small peninsulas, on which stand the
towns of Ankhialoo and Messembria, both
possessing good harbours, and capable of
being rendered extremely strong. It is an
eligible position for the great naval arsenal
of the: Turkish empire, and has been pro-
nouriced by nautical officers, who have visited
both, as being far superior, except in strength,
to the opposite harbour of Sebastopol.

E 3
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From Sizeboli a road runs along the,
shore to Constantinople, passing through
Iniada and Midia, into the defensive position
of the Chekmagees, near Kara-bornoo,
and the salt lake of Derkos. The coast,
as far as Iniada, and even beyond it, is moun-
tainous, woody, and difficult, affording many
favourable positions; but, notwithstanding
the obstacles it presents, a Russian column
proceeded along it unopposed in 1829.

Near Midia, twenty miles further south,
the mountains recede, and the coast from
hence southwards assumes a low and bleak
appearance, bounded by red sandy ecliffs,
and skirted by sandbanks, within which
mariners well acquainted with the locality
can anchor, but there are no buoys or bear-
ings of any kind for the direction of vessels.
Iniada affords a good harbour, with deep
anchorage. The coast, however, is so ill-
defined by landmarks that, on one occasion,
when going in a Russian packet-steamer
from Odessa to Constantinople, which was
commanded by an English captain, we ran
along this shore for a distance of more than
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thirty miles, supposing we were to the east,

“instead of the west, of the Bosphorus ; and the
error was not discovered till we were in
sight of Iniada, which is marked by a elump
of trees, having heen only six or seven
miles from the Bosphorus when we com-
mitted our mistake, so that, including our
return, we went sixty miles out of our
course. The number of wrecks we past
seemed to attest that mistakes of this de-
seription are very frequent.

Proceeding from DBurgas towards the
Pass of Cape Emineh, we keep in a north-
erly direction for some miles, to the right ot
the third salt lake, called Alakos, which
has the road to Aidos on its left.

Immediately over the town of Burgas is a
sloping height traversed by these roads, and
which, from its command over the harbour,
and its natural glacis, affords an excellent
position for a fortress. The vicinity is a
grassy down, of moderate extent, reaching to
the salt lakes, which seem to the eye higher
than the sea, and are some miles in length.
On leaving the ledge which divides these
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lakes from the sea, the road turns east in the
direction of Ankhialoo, over a flat but dry
country, abounding in vineyards and grass
lands; but on reaching the fourth lake in
this neighbourhood, which is. smaller than
the others, the direct road to Cape Emineh
keeps to its left, while the way to Ankhialoo:
strikes.off over another sandy isthmus to the-
right. Ankhialoo, which possesses a good har-
bour and considerable commerce, would, like.
Burgas, be a strong position, if fortified.

“For a mile or two the Varna road runs
along the shore of the last-mentioned salt
lake, and at that distance from the town
reaches a large chiflik, enclosed by a wall,
with four ruinous towers at its angles. It is
called Cheemos, and belongs to a certain
Sereeb. Bey. For the next four or five miles
we pass only a few timber-yards, when the
road. arrives at the sea-shore, at a bay
usually strewn with wrecks, while the lower
counterforts of the Balkan rise at some dis-
tance to the left. The country from Ank-
hialoo is low and sandy, but well clothed
with vines.



MESSEMBRIA. 85

Messembria, also on a small peninsula, as
has already been observed, and in situation
very similar in every respect to"Ank-
hialoo, is more ruinous, and has a poorer
population. Its isthmus is low and narrow,
and had some field-works erected upon it at
the period of the last Russian war. The
route from hence continues close to the water,
along the hard sands of- a deep but moderate-
sized bay, and then ascends into a higher
country, interspersed with sandy hillocks,
producing very good wine, for which the
chief market is Odessa. Leaving the bay,
we commence the ascent of Cape Emineh,
terminating after some miles in a summit,
whence an extensive bird’s-eye view is ob-
tained of the gulf of Burgas and its
nearest towns, and in the opposite direction
the eye can penetrate as far as Varna.

This mountainons coast is highly pic-
turesque ; but, as some drawback to its at-
tractions, is' said to be frequented in thé:
summer season: by plunderers from the:
higher: ridges. ~ It abounds with roe-deer
and other game.
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Descending from the headland a vil-
lage appears to the right, where, as the
.ground possesses.a good command over the
road in its front, field-works might stop
the advance of an enemy. The heights are
partially wooded, and at their base, towards
the north, runs the Koozak-soo, a good river,
which reached to our horses’ girths. Two
broken wooden bridges appeared to the right
and left. A marsh extends from the river
towards the beach, which is traversed by
several running streams, but near the shore
is sandy and firm enough for wheel-carriages.
Then an ascent of about an hour, through
woody glades of oak, carries the route to
Esekli (a name which, I believe, is given to
the district generally), and continues through
much the same country, till the wood dis-
appears, when it enters upon an elevated
tract of fine but uncultivated downs, reach-
ing, in about a mile, the summits of Capes
Mavoro and Aspro (the black and white
capes) at their junction, when a fine wiew is
obtained of Cape Emineh to the south, the
last step of the Balkan, where it dips inte



ENCAMPING-GROUND. 8T

the sea. This seems good and healthy en-
camping-ground for the summer keason.
The distance from Burgas is about forty-
five miles, and the neighbourhood is sprin-
kled with Bulgarian villages; while a good
Greek village of about one hundred and
fifty houses lies in an upland valley to the
right, in view of the sea.

After a descent, where we pass some wind-
mills, the country becomes undulating and
woody for several miles, when a brook in a
meadow is crossed a little below the small
Turkish village of Fundookli. The road
then traverses a projecting bend in the
coast, striking through woods, which in that
direction terminate at a depot for timber,
and a building dock, not far from the sea,
called the Terzanah. The timber in the
neighbourhood is very fine for ship-building.

Some heights rise at about a mile’s dis-
tanee with considerable command, succeeded
by & ledge or isthmus, presenting four or
five miles of sand on the right, reaching to
the sea, while the left consists of a woody
jungle; Approaching the river Kamchick,
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near its ‘mouth, the timbers of a destroyed
bridge, and the remains of some field-works,
are seen close to the sea. The channel of the
river, bordered by heavy breakers, may also
be distinctly traced, after it enters the sea.
The distance from this spot to Varna is about
sixteen or seventeen miles. The track, as far
as the river, is sandy, though marks of wheels
are seen, showing it is practicable for car-
riages. The waters of the Kamchick being at
the moment very high and no bridge in exist-
ence, we proceed to a ferry about a hundred
yards from its junction with the sea, and
cross in a small miserable boat, with the
horses swimming behind. Then we ride over
alow marshy country to some heights on the
Varna side, affording an extensive view of
the sea; and pass a village or two (Petros-
kioi and Aita), along a good but sandy
road fit for carriages, but requiring a few
repairs, which might be easily executed.
The country continues elevated and open
for about six miles, passing a point towards
the sea near a fountain, well suited for a
look-out station, as it possesses an excellent
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view of the country all round Varna. A
descent from hence of about three miles,
through a woody country, brings us to a
ledge, under a mile in length, and about
half that in breadth, which separates the
lake of Dewna from the bay of Varna.
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CraprTER V.

Passes of the Balkans—Ternova—Shumla—Fortifications
of Shumla—Citadel-—Intrenched Camp.

TaE pass of Nadir Dervend, which is situ-
ated between those of Chiali-kavak and Cape
Emineh, was considered by early military
writers the only route across the eastern
part of the Balkans practicable for the
passage of an army. An important portion,
however, of Marshal Diebitsch’s force, after
crossing the Kamchick at Dervish Jowan,
a short way above the ferry, followed the
route by Cape Emineh to Messembria and
Burgas; and the Chiali-kavak pass is now,
as has already been noticed, practicable for
wheel-carriages, and was much used during
the last Russian war. In the second
route, the direct road to Nadir Dervend
branches to the westward at Karapoonar,
and proceeds through a high country, much
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resembling that on the Faki side, through
Rusukasri and Benli to Aidos, which stands
at a point where several roads meet. One
of these, turning to the left, leads towards
Carnabat and Yamboli, and the Kazan
and Chiali-kavak passes. Another, to the
right, leads down the Aidosderch river, and
between the salt lakes to Burgas. The last
is that leading to Pravadi by the Nadir
Dervend, considered by many to have been
the greatest Roman pass.

The chief difficulties of this pass are on
the Pravadi side of the Nadir Dervend,
where it becomes very defensible; one
branch of the road passing to the right,
through a narrow gorge in the mountains,
enclosed by lofty and rugged rocks, and de-
scending ‘through a defile of fifteen miles in
length to Kiopri-kioi on the Kamchick
and another, which bears to the left, proceed-
ing to Tchenga and Yenikioi, by a route
equally defenmble with the last mentioned,
as far as Tchenga. Above that village are
several large plateaus, well adapted for
intrenched encampments. The Kamchick
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is more easily forded near Tchenga: than in
the vicinity of Kiopri-kioi.

This country is considered to afford very
strong positions. The routes from Yenikioi
and Kiopri-kioi converge and  meet at
Pravadi, and from Tchenga a path enters
the Chiali-kavak road a little on the Shumla
side of that place.

Other passes through the mountams in
this neighbourhood have been lately dis-
covered, and minutely described ; but there
is great reason to doubt their being avail-
able, without much preparation, for military
purposes. It is more probable that, as long
as the other passes are held by a defending
army, after being properly strengthened,
no advantage would be gained on the part
of their opponents by employing, in order
to turn their position, paths more suited for
the goatherd and his flock, than for the
passage of a modern army, with all its
cumbrous matériel. : "

It is recorded, indeed, that the Perstans
turned the position of the Spartan warriors
‘at Thermopyle by availing themselves of a
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similar path s but ‘could- ‘they have done so
if either party had poesessbed even the hghtest
field artillery ? - ‘ o bkt

‘Next in 1mportance to the west of the
three passés already ‘described is the Kazan
pass, one branch of which commences at
Carnabat, and, crossing the ridge, reaches
Kazan, where it is joined by a more difficult
road, ascending from Selimnia, and passing
through Bash-kioi, a large Bulgarian village.
From Kazan the route descending by Osman
Bazar again separates into branches, leading
to Shumla, Rasgrad, and Rustchuk. = This
pass, though bad, was used in the last
Russian campaign, but chiefly by the Cossack
COrps.

.Next towards the west comes the pass of
the Demir Kapoo, or the Iron Gate, which
crosses the Balkan range, at a great eleva-
tion (nearly 6,000 feet), and is little used.
This route also is by Selimnia, and travers-
ing the range, passes through the gorge—a
very strong point—which gives the pass its
name; and after reaching Stareka, it proceeds
in several branches towards the Danube.
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From its elevatlon and dlfﬁculty of aceess,
this route cannot be generally counted on in
mlhtary operatmns——-but still it 1s practl-
cable.

About forty miles further west lies the
pa,ss above Kusanlik, ascending from the
banks of the Toonja to Shihska, and soon
crossing the culminating point, where it
descends by Gabrova; and one branch
leads along the banks of the Yatra to Ter-
nova, while another branch strikes off in a
more westerly direction towards Rassova.
The country on the Kusanlik side is de
séribed as rich and fruitful, and the route
is much easier than those by Kazan. Once
in the plains of Bulgaria, the roads may
be said to branch off to every place of 1m-
portance near the Danube.

It may be well to notice two other routes
across the Balkan, although they cannot be
said to afford great facxhtles for mlhtary
purposes

" That next'the Gabrova pass lies in a lize
between Phlhppopoll and Lofsha, a ‘sma
town, in the direction of Nicopolis, and is
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said to be exceedingly bad, and hardly pass-
able. That which follows in the ‘same
direction lies in a line between Soﬁa .and
Rassova, passing on the Bulgarian side of the
mountains, through the small town of Vra,tza,
whence roads branch out to Nicopolis,
Rassova, and Widdin. This way was used
in 1829, by General Geismar; who, having
found a guide, marched by it from Rassova
to Sofia, in order to get in rear of the
Pasha, of Scodra, near that place.

The last route to be described is the
great road from Adrianople to Belgrade and
Widdin, which is considered to turn the
Balkan from the west, and is the easiest,
though the longest route across these moun-
tains,

This celebrated succession of compara-
tively easy passes may be said to commence
about thirty miles to the west of Phlhppopoh,
entering the gates of Trajan a few miles to
the west of Tartar Bazardjik, a town on a
branch of the Maritza, and descending, after -
crossing the range, to Ichtiman, which
stands on a stream flowing towards the
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Danube, they continue on to Sofia, which is
considered to-close the pass just adverted
to.

Sofia, situated on a fine plateau, watered
by the Isker, is a town of about thirty
thousand inhabitants, chiefly Turkish, and
is defended by a simple wall, flanked with
towers, with a pasha’s fortified residence in
the c%ntre; and notwithstanding its strategi-
cal importance, is by no means strong. In
its neighbourhood are to be seen traces of
the ancient Roman way, the track of which
is still adhered to,in. the present route,
keeping between th%ed ranges on both
gsides, and descending” the Nissava and
Morava to Nissa, situated at a distance of
about eighty miles from Sofia, and a short
way above the confluence of the two
streams.

Nissa is another important strategical
position, being situated at the junction of
the great routes which lead to Widdin and
Belgrade ; but it is fortified no better than
Sofia, and in much the same manner.

From Nissa, the route to Belgrade passes
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over an easy country, near the banks of the
Morova ; and that to Widdin presents no
great difficulties.

Having described the passes of the Balkan,
I shall now endeavour to give a view of the
first line of defence beyond ; although this
line, which may be said to have its left
at Ternova, and its right at Varna,. ‘has
been repeatedly the subJect of description
hefore. ~
Ternova stands in a deep hollow, of
volcanic origin, on a plateau running into
this concave declivity, and connected with
the country above by a narrow precipitous
ridge, covered with houses. The citadel is
situated on a rock at its southern extremity,
and communicates with the town by a
bridge, the whole being surrounded by the
river Yatra, a rapid stream, and considered
to form a strong position. It covers the
front of the Kusanlik pass; which is not one
of great difficulty, though its defence is
very important, more especially as routes’
from the side of Widdin enter the road to
Gabrova in the rear, and consequently ex-
. VOL. I F
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pose the defensive line to the risk of being
turned in that direction. -

Osman Bazar, though small in size, is the
next place of any consequence on this line,
being nearly equidistant from Ternova and
Shumla, or about forty miles from each.
The country is more mountainous on the
Shumla side than on the other, and that
fortress is approached through precipitous
passes and deep forests, by a small Turkish
village called Eski Juma.

I shall herc resume my description of the
remaining portion of the line to Varna, from
personal observation, as well as from the
hest authorities who have treated of the
subject.

Shumla is regarded as the strongest posi-
tion in the Balkan range. It stands at the
junction of several roads, which converge in
that direction from the right bank of the
Danube, and at the mouth of the two prin-
cipal passes over the Balkans, as well as af
the head of the valleys through which the
Pravadi and Kamchik rivers flow towards
the Black Sea.
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Shumla, being in the direct line of march
to Constantinople, has hitherto been the
usual rendezvous of the Turkish forces,
when on the eve of war with Russia. It is
environed, to the north-west and south, by
a vast crescent of bold heights, and towards
the east by a marshy ravine, which empties
its waters into the Kamchik. It contains
about six thousand houses, the lower portion
of the town being inhabited by the Christians,
and the upper division by the Turks. It
had long been surrounded by an enclosure
of large extent, which ran up the heights
to the rear, connecting it with an ancient
fort or citadel, and which was flanked with
small circular towers, capable of containing
five or six defenders; but at the time
of my visit, these defences, as well as later
fortifications, had almost disappeared, in
consequence of the operation of the treaty
of Adrianople; and the works in general
were in a very ruinous condition. The
citadel, indeed, still existed, and might be
regarded as the heart or kernel of the large
intrenched camp thus formed. During the

F 2
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last war, these defences were augmented by
an extensive enceinte, chiefly of earth and
palisading, erected on the heights, requiring
many troops to defend it. The flat projec-
tions usual in Turkish defences, instead of
bastions, to give a flanking fire, were nume-
-rous in this work, and a double line of re-
doubts was constructed on the most com-
manding points, in front of the continuous
lines of defence, as well as other detached
works on the western and southern sides, to
protect the town towards the Balkan.

But, as has been observed, these fortifica-
tions were, to a great extent, removed, or at
all events so levelled as to be rendered
useless, some years after the conclusion of
the last peace, and it was not till the recent
renewal of hostilitics that any steps were
taken to put them once more in order. New
redoubts have since been constructed on the
undulating plain to the eastward, and great
attention has been directed to the protection
of that side, so as to connect its defences
with those on the higher ground on the
flanks and in the rear, where heavx..bafteries
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have also been erected. Most of the works
are furnished with guns mounted en barbette,
commanding such points as an enemy-could
make avallable for the commencement of
his approaches 7 ‘

Still Shumla labours under the disadvan-
tage of being in itself nearly an open town,
surrounded with a chain of redoubts and
other defences, and rather constituting a
fortified position, requiring a large body of
men to defend it, than a fortress which
could, with a moderate garrison, resist a
greatly superior force. And it has heen
often remarked, that this reputed stronghold
may be turned to the west, by the route
from Kski Juma and Osman Bazar, as well
as to the east by the route from Pravadi to
Carnabat, and at the same time that the
“defending force was blockaded by a corps
from the Silistria side, an enemy’s division
arriving from Rasgrad by Eski Juma, and
another from the Lower Danube by Bazard-
‘ Jlk mlght unite in very favourable positions
in the valley of the Kamchik, near the
villages of Eski Stambool and Marash,
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between Shumla and the Chlall ‘Kavak
pass, and 1ntercept all communications Wlth
Adrianople and other places in’ the rear.
It is very certain that, in 1829, the Russians
not only cut off the communiéation of
Shumla with Adrianople, but crossed the
mountains, and marched there themselves.
If the passes, however, had then been pro-
perly fortified and moderately defended,
this might have been prevented. Pre-
viously, the Russians had always been
arrested in their advance by the fortress
of Shumla, as they attempted to possess
themselves of it before entering the passes
in its rear. The eastern side is the most
accessible by nature, but the Russians on a
former occasion scaled and crowned the
heights, which form the southern portion
of the crescent, and being unable to take
up their artillery, they were soon obliged
to abandon this position. As regards an:
attack, indeed, even the eastern s1de4

difficult of access, from its marshy e
broken neighbourhood, while the ' ‘
on all sides of mountain spurs, of such
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great extent, present equal dlfﬁcultles to
an investment ; and atlempts made at that
time to invest the place were, after con-
31derable loss, obllged to be relinquished.
Durmg the last war somethlncr of the same
kind occurred and these results have esta-
blished among the Turks a very exaggerated
notion of the strength of Shumla, which
opinion has, in consequence, spread into
Europe ; but men of professional experience,
who have visited the spot, have at all times
been greatly disappointed with its real condi-
tion. Even an ordinary observer is astonished
to find that the town is placed at the base of
the heights, instead of having an elevated
position within the strongest portion of its
defences, entailing the necessity of an
elaborate and extensive system of artificial
defences below, to prevent an enemy from
forcing his way into the place, or destroying
its dwellings by bombardment ; and the in-
trenched camp, with its small citadel on the
mountain, seems so distant (more than a
%ﬂe), and so inaccessible from steepness, as
to involve great inconvenience and loss of
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time to the garrison in pa,ssmg between it
and the town.

The small mtadel, or fort terminates the
north-east extremity of the narrow plateau,
which forms the summit of the heights. This
work, which is of solid masonry, consists of
two enclosures, shaped somewhat like a bas-
tion, with a cavalier, thus forming a douhle
enceinte at that spot. " I have remarked the
same arrangement in treble as well as double
ranges of masonry, in the more extensive
citadels at Corinth and Napoli di Romagna,
and I believe this was the usual style of
defence with both Turks and Venetians, at
the period when these fortresses were
erccted.

The other Turkish works above, once ex-
tended along the edge of the plateau alluded
to, and were connected with this fort (which
is a well-constructed work of its class), and
had a slope en glacés in their front, sprinkled
with low brushwood. -

The camp itself, notwithstanding its pre-
cipitous position, does not give the impression
of having ever been very strong, and there
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is a want of connection in it, especially
between its most elevated portion and the
works below, which must prove very detri-
mental in a defence. It seems as if the loss
of the plateau would involve that of the
whole stronghold, as the town and many of
its detached dcfences are commanded from
different parts of it. 1 remarked that the
position of Koulefsha is visible from these
heights ; and it seems extraordinary that the
advance of Diebitscl’s force towards it from
the Danube should not have been noticed
and communicated to Redschid Pasha in time,
when returning from his ill-judged expedition
against Pravadi.

The measure of blockading Shumla, and
passing on with the main army, has been
looked upon, by those who have written
upon the subject, as the best which could be
adopted, although it secms one of very
doubtful expediency, if the possession of
Varna, and a preponderance on the Black
Sea, were on the side of the defending party.

Even though not impregnable, and liable
to a blockade, the gituation of Shumla must

F3
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always render it very important to con-
tending armies. The valleys at thehead of
which it lies, run with a constant descent
towards the gulf of Varna, skirting with their
two rapid rivers the northern face of the
Balkans, one passing through the lake which
terminates its course, and finally entering
the Black Sea at that fortress, and the other
between the marsh already mentioned and
the adjoining mountainous headland.
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The last Russian War—Defeat of Redschid Pasha—His
Retreat from Pravadi—Conflict with Marshal Diebitsch
—Defences of Pravadi—Road to Varna—Bay of Varna
~Fortifications of Varna.

Ox leaving Shumla for Varna, the route
passed near one of the detached forts at that
time in progress, which is commanded from
the hewghts behind the town, and afterwards
by the remains of some well-constructed Rus-
sian redoubts, opening an extensive grassy
plain, the scene of many affairs of cavalry
during the last war. For about eight miles
it resembles a racecourse in smoothness and
elasticity ; and although after the snows
melt, and during the rainy season, it is said
to become very deep and muddy, nothing
could be more agreeable for the traveller
than the ways between Shumla and Varna
at this time. We reached Koulefsha, so
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famous as the scene of the route of Redschid
Pasha’s army, about one hour after leaving
Shumla, the distance being about seyen
miles. It is not very easy to obtain in-
telligible accounts of this action; but there
can be no doubt that Redschid Pasha sallied
forth from Shumla with a force of about
thirty thousand men, to attack the Russians
at Pravadi, which formed a fortified advanced
post, as it were, to the fortress of Varna.
The Pasha failed in his attempt, and
retired upon Shumia, followed, as one nar-
rator asserts, by a single regiment of cavalgy,
supported by part of the Pravadi gdtrison,
which pressed his retrecat so much, near the
~village of Markofska, about half-way from
Pravadi, that he was arrested by it for four
hours in his march, having turned upon his
pursuers, and ultimately repulsed them;
while another statement—1I believe, of Ger-
man origin—sets forth that Redschid Pasha
found at Markofska a “ strong body” of
cavalry, posted in his front with six guns,
and supported by infantry in the rear. . It is
~added that, although the Turks mistook this
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force for the two corps under Generals Roth
and Riidiger, which were known to be in the
neighbourhood, they mercly attacked with
their cavalry and some artillery, but qulckly
routed it, causing a loss of four hundred men
and five guns to their opponents, but that
the Russian infantry, more fortunate than
the cavalry, which was destroyed, escaped to
a neighbouring wood by *‘ quickly changing
front,” and the Turks having thus opened a
road across the mountain, continued their
retreat. On reaching the Shumla side of the
height, however, they discovered another
strong Russian force occupying the defiles in
their front, and consisting of not only the
corps of Generals Roth and Riidiger, but of a
force amounting in all to about the same num-
ber as that of Redschid; Marshal Diebitsch
having hurried up with a strong reinforce-
ment from the besieging army in the neigh-
bourhood of Silistria, on hearing that Redschid
-Pasha had quitted the fortress of Shumla,

.. Although the forces on each side are said
to have been nearly equal, and respectively
.to have exceeded somewhat thirty thousand
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_men, the Turks had only about fifty pieces
of cannon, while the Russians are averred to
have had three times that amount.

Opinions vary as to whether the Grand
Vizier could- have regained Shumla WithQut
risking a battle, even with the loss of ‘his
baggage. Be that as it may, Redschid
Pasha is reported to have attacked his
opponents, after some delay, across the
broken ground between him and the villages
of Koulefsha and Chirkovna, where they
were posted, and to have carried the posi-
tion, and nearly cleared the plateau which
they occupied, when, just as the remainder
of the Russians were giving way, a body of
hussars, under Count Pahlen, arrived most
opportunely, and saved the army and its
overpowering force of artillery from the im-
pending defeat. No very distinet account
can be obtained of the number of Russian
troops so nearly routed ; but it appears that
it did not consist of their whole force, for
now the ‘“main body” began to come up
from Matara, a village at a short distance
towards Silistria. Their first attack was
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made on the left of the Turks by fourteen
battalions of infantry, with thirty-five
pieces of cannon, and a ldncer division with
a twelve-gun horse-battery. ‘ »

The Turks, whose field train is deseribed
as having been chiefly composed of siege-
guns, drawn by oxen and buffaloes, are
alleged to have suffered severely from the
enemy’s artillery, yet they succeeded ‘in
repelling this attack. By this time the
whole Russian force had arrived in the
strong position its commander had chosen,
which not only outflanked the road to
Shumla, but both sides of that occupied by
the Turks. Under these unfavourable cir-
cumstances, the Vizier, with more valour
than discretion, made a grand attack with
his infantry on the right wing of the Rus-
sians, in hopes of forcing it back on the
main body, and opening the road to
Shumla.

‘A large body of Russian troops and guns
had, however, been very naturally posted
to defend this road, and Redschid Pasha was
répulsed, and retired to his original position.
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Having detached a division to Marask, in
the rear of the Turkish left, Diebitsch, with
his entire force, now made his final -attack,
chiefly directed against that flank of the
Turks, doubtless anticipating that the flight
which was soon to follow would take the
direction of Shumla. ( -

At first the Grand Vizier's army, again
constrained to occupy the narrow portion of
the valley, stood firm, and engaged with the
enemy in a cannonade, in which it suffered
to a fearful extent. This lasted till four in
the afternoon, when it was terminated, most
fatally to the Vizier’s troops, by a cata-
strophe which has so often occurred in the
military operations of the Turks, and which
ought to make their allies cautious of too
great an approximation to the Ottoman
magazines, in the hurry and confusion of
action, namely, an explosion of ammunition,
which completed the catalogue of disasters,
and was followed by a general sauve-qui-
peut.

To show how difficult it is to obtain par-
ticulars of these campaigns, I may state
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that two of our officers, of professional repu-
tation and undoubted talent, who - visited
these countries while they were still in
Russian occupation, differ most materially
in their statements of facts as to this and
other engagements; and while one was
informed that previous to the battle, Die-
bitsch’s force only reached Koulefsha in
detached bodies, after Redschid Pasha
had arrived there, the other learnt that
the Russian commander was already formed
in his position on the west side of the
Koulefsha Hills at daylight on the 11th of
June (the day of the battle), but disposed
his forces so as to deceive the enemy as to
their strength.

Again, in speaking of the final rout of
the Turkish force, one states that the Grand
Vizier, after in vain trying to rally his
followers, cut a passage through the enemy
with his cavalry, and reached Shumla by a
circuitous road two days after the battle, -
followed by his infantry, who continued to
make their way through the woods in small
detachments, and also gained the fortress in -
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about ten days, with a total loss of only three
thousand men, being little more than that
given as the loss of the Russians.

According to the other account of the
last Russian attack, Diebitsch, displaying
his whole force, opened a tremendous fire
on the Turks, and the rout became gene-
ral, both among their horse and foot, the
latter throwing away their arms, and some
being seen to cling to the tails of the
cavalry horses as they clambered over the
hills ; while the flight was so complete and
instantaneous, that the Russians scarcely
made a single prisoner ; and that the Vizier
himself, after gallantly striving to check the
panic, was compelled to fly towards the
Kamchik, with only a score of personal
retainers, and crossing the neighbouring
mountains, reached Shumla on the fourth
day. It is added, that of the whole Turkish
army engaged, few, except the horsemen,
returned to their colours; but we are not
told, either by this account or the other,
what became of the Turkish artillery.

An hour after leaving the ravine at
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Koulefsha, the traveller reaches the village
of Markofska, which is surrounded by‘ﬁ‘ne
trees. The neighbouring country presents
a peculiar appearance, being intersected in
its smoothest parts by deep and rugged
ravines, descending*like cracks through the
calcareous sandstone, which lies below the
soil. When beginning to despair of reaching
*Pravadi, we suddenly came in sight of one
of these precipitous openings in the grassy
upland, disclosing in a valley below, of
about a mile in breadth and of great length,
a bird’s-eye view of the town. Descending
slowly, we were struck-by the appearance
of poverty and ruin which reigned around.
Pravadi contained formerly about two hun-
dred houses, chiefly Turkish, as may be in-
ferred from its having possessed six mosques
and only two churches; but all these have
suffered greatly, having been the scene of a
conflagration during the war. ‘

No traces of its former strength were to
be detected at the period of my visit,
although, as we have seen, it resisted but &
few years before the attack of Redschid
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Pasha, with thirty thousand men, and fifty
pieces of cannon. , _

We must turn for information respecting
this subject to the contemporaneous autho-
rities I have already quoted. One of these
terms it an insignificant place, defended by a
redoubt on the hill above, and garrisoned
by five thousand men. *‘To storm this re-
doubt,” says our author, “and then march"
into the place, would have been the work of
an hour; but instead of so doing, it was
cannonaded for three days without effect,
and three days longer it might have been
cannonaded, had not a Tatar arrived with
despatches from the Pasha left in command
in Shumla, acquainting Redschid that while
he was endeavouring to take Pravadi from
the Russians, they might take Shumla from
him, as Roth was marching in that direc-
tion.” The second authority gives a dif-
ferent view of the-subject. Redschid Pasha’s
plan was, he says, ‘to endeavour to over-
whelm General Roth and retake Pravadi,
in the hope that after the fall of that place,
and of some of the other forts, he might
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possibly recover Varna, and, finally, relieve
Silistria, assisted in this brilliant plan. by
expected support from Hussein Pasha at
Rustchuk, in which he was, however, dis-
appointed. Unable, in a first attempt, to-
make any impression on Pravadi, he retired
with some guns he had taken and some pri-
soners to Shumla, but soon paid Pravadi a
second visit with nearly the whole garrison
of the former place.” Our authority states,
very differently from that first quoted, that
Pravadi had been most carefully fortified
by the Russians; an inundation covered by
a battery protected the northern side of the
town; a horn-work had been constructed
on the commanding ground to the west ; and
the town itself, being surrounded with a
wall flanked with tenailles, was perfectly
defensible, notwithstanding its position in a
deep valley. -

All vestiges of these defences had disap-
peared when I visited it; but their erection
proved its importance as a position in the
eyes of the combatants. Redschid’s attack
is here. said to have been irregularly made
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“from the heights north-west of the town
against the crown or horn-work (it is called
by both names), by a desultory fire from a
battery, and by attacks of cavalry against
the garrison, stated at eight thousand men.
‘We have already seen what followed this
“unsuccessful attempt.

Leaving Pravadi, or rather its ruins, we
proceed about a mile up the valley, enclosed
in abrupt cliffs of sandstone, and, on
emerging on the Varna side, find before us
an exact counterpart of the opposite plain ;
so much so, indeed, as to seem merely its
continuation, when the spectator, advancing
about one hundred yards, loses sight of the
declivity. Monastir, and several other Bul-
garian villages, lie on the way to Varna,
which may be twenty-five or twenty-six
miles from Pravadi; the plain just men-
‘tioned extending for the first four miles.
‘About half-way, a wooden bridge carries
the road over the Varna river below & good
mill, leaving the Lake Devna to the right,
at this time reaching high -upon jts ‘banks.
There is a valley here broader thasi that at
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Pravadi, and a little after crossing the river,
we pass below the rocks which bound it on
that side, and the shores of the lake. The
country now opens, but continues undu-
lating. We see in our front the bay and
town of Varna, and the Black Sea beyond ;
while the Balkans rise to the right, and, at
some distance to the left, a lower range of
heights. Near the lake we pass remains of
Russian intrenchments, and of a work re-
sembling a horn-work, possibly a téte de
pont, for close to Varna is a ledge sepa-
rating the lake from the sea, near which
are some low eminences resembling ancient
tumuli.

At the town we found repairs in progress
on the works ; old walls being strengthened
by earthen parapets, and so on, but some-
what rude in plan and execution. On the
isthmus a new fort was nearly finished, also
like a horn-work in design, but with a very
long curtain, having a battery or tenaille in
advance of it.

Varna, as I have before observed,. is
described by writers of the lLeginning of
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the century, as being surrounded with a
simple wall flanked with towers. It still
bore marks of the presence of the Russian
forces in the war of 1828, and of the de-
structive operations which followed. On
the Shumla side, we had passed remains of
the Russian redoubts erected round the place,
at some distance beyond its own detached
works, according to the system which they
adopted in their siege operations here and
at Shumla.

The repairs now going on were upon an
extensive scale, but on a plan apparently of
very doubtful expediency. The enclosure,
which is quadrilateral, is abo ‘*ree miles
in extent, and the portion to the north and
west lying towards the land, and, conse-
quently, that most liable to a regular attack,
consisted only of a thin earthen rampart,
with a narrow ditch of considerable depth in
its front, reveted with masonry, but with no
covert-way or glacis. Secveral forts, besides
those I have alluded to, the plan of which it
was difficult to ufiderstand, were in course of
construction along the line of wall. , It was
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said that nine in all were intended to be
erected, but only four were then begun, and
the portion of the wall not flanked by these
was very great. One at the north-east angle
seemed to be intended for a star-fort, and
another at the north-west extremity resem-
bled a horn-work, or single front of fortifi-
cation. At the south-eastern angle of the
place is a fort or castle, with bastions, look-
ing to the harbour, which is connected with
the enclosure of the place in a similar style s
but along the sea, to the eastward and west-
ward; towards the lake, there is only a loop-
holed wall in the Turkish style.

The bastions separated by long curtains,

which existed on the land side previous to
the siege, are described as having been very
flat. Those in Turkish works are generally
so, and the salient angle, where any exists,
is 80 obtuse, that the faces of the bastion
bear the appearance of a continued straight
line. - .
- It is said that one cause of the great
loss sustained by the Russians, in the siege
of 1828, may be traced to their engineers
. VOL. L ¢
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having carried on their siege operations
without the aid of ricochet batteries. This
may, in some degree, be accounted for by
the extreme flatness of the bastions and ab-
sence of a covert-way, ricochet batteries being
usually erected in front of the flanks of the
breaching battery, raised against the salient
angle of a bastion or ravelin to sweep the
terre-plein of 'its faces, and the covert-way
in front of the counterscarp. The Russian
attack seems to have been carried on, in
great measure, by mines, which were also
much resorted to by the defenders.

Very detailed accounts of the defence
‘have been published, in which the besieged
appear. to have displayed much bravery,
and the siege of Varna, however unscientific
may be its fortifications, was pretracted in -
all to a period of nearly ninety days, of
which about a third part elapsed after a
breach, said to have been practicable, had
been made.* Seven hundred sappers, besideés
other labourers, were employed by the as-
sailants in carrying on the siege, and sixty-

-* Col. Chesney’s Russo-Turkish Campaigns. .
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five guns, of different sizes, were brought into
operation. The fortress fell, at last, under
circumstances which warranted suspicions
of treachery. I remarked that the interior
of the town was higher than the walls, and
to the north, the country beyond them also
rises into heights.

The works of the town, as they now stand,
are stated to coincide very much with the
foregoing description. The sandy soil of
which they are formed makes it necessary,
at the angles at which their profile is con-
structed, to employ fascines to retain the
earth, which equally applies to the detached
redoubts lately raised some hundred yards
further on ; and the usual objection to Turk-
ish fortresses exists—that the circumference
of the enceinte is so great as to call for an
inconvenient number of defenders. The
works, however, are said to be now well
mounted with heavy ordnance, of more
modern construction than formerly.

G2
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CuarrEr VII.

Belgrade—Current of the Danube—Frontier defiles—
Orsova—Trajan’s Bridge—Widdin—Nicopolis—Position
of Passage — Sistova — Rustschuk— Giurgeva — Silis-

-tria—Turtukioi—Ibrailoff and Galatz—Matchin—Tulcha
~Ismail—Readjustment of Boundary—The Drobrud-
scha. ' ‘

AvtroveH descriptions of the line of the
Danube and its fortresses, handed down with

slight additions from one author to another,

are by no means wanting, it would be an

omission not to give in these pages a brief
sketch of this important locality, notwith-

standing that, at the time I was in Bulgaria,

the Russian occupation of fortresses on the

right bank, as well as a quarantine of some

weeks imposed purposely to exclude travel-

lers, prevented my personally inspecting it.-
_The first fortress situated on the Danube,

after it becomes the Austrian boundary, is
- Belgrade, which was formerly considered the

‘best Turkish. fortress .on - the river, but its
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sitnation on the Servian, and not the Bul-
garian frontier, many miles above the Prin-
cipalities, renders it a position not likely to
be available during a Russian war, unless
operations extend on that side. It has the
form of an ‘irregular triangle; one side be-
ing covered by the Danube, another by the
Save, and the third lying ina curve towards
the country, and having at its extremity a
crown-work, called the castle. Towards the
junction of the rivers is a citadel, on a
rounded eminence, fortified with considerable
regularity. The town, standing between the
castle and the citadel, is enclosed towards
the country by a bastioned enceinte, but on
the other sides by curtains with redans, and,
consequently, here are its weakest points.
The side on the Save was attacked with
success in 1789, but that towards the coun-
try effectually withstood the attack of the
Austrian General Laudon, who is said to
have ‘made the parapet of his trenches too
low and weak, owing to a want of earth;
‘and ag the Turks commanded these with a
planging fire, at about eighty paces from'the
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crown-work, their numerous artlllery ought
soon to have destroyed them.

A chain of heights runs along the Save,
from the eminence on which the citadel
stands, but soon'turns towards the Danube ;
and it was from this point th& place was
attacked when besieged by Prince Eugene.
It is reckoned the ‘most accessible part for
a regular attack, though the undulating and
broken ground between it and the citadel
would also favour the operations of the
defenders.

The Danube’s general course from Bel-
grade to the Dobrudscha is from west to
east, but with a slight curve to the south,
running nearly parallel to the Balkan range.
The right bank is the highest and the most
undulating, the Wallachian side -being almost
everywhere low and marshy. A little be-
low Belgrade, the current, in a channel of
seven hundred yards broad and eighteen feet
deep, is four miles an hour. Towards ‘the
mouth of the river its speed is dlmlmshed
one-half.

- From Belgrade to Semendria the forts are
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merely what the Turks term palankas, be-
ing at most simple enclosures with .flanking
towers, and they are sometimes only earthen
works. Semendria is important .simply as
what the French term a position de passage,
being situated at the point where routes
branch out towards Adrianople and Silis-
tria. « ,
The right bank of the Danube is elevated
and crowned with small heights, where ex-
cellent wine is made, as far as the junction
of the Morava, the Mons Aureus of the Ro-
mans. Below this point the mountains on
both sides approach nearer the river, enclos-
ing it within granite rocks. Here the cur-
rent is so strong that vessels can only ascend
by tracking ; and the channel abounds with
large rocks, which sometimes show them-
selves above the surface. Both banks are
precipitous, and enclose the defiles which
communicate between Hungary and Wal-
lachia, as well as Servia and Bulgaria; the
roads being excavated in the sides of the
rock—that on the right bank, in the form of
steps, by Trajan, as an existing inscription
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attests ; and that on the left, winding round
an immense rock, which contains a cave, cele-
brated from the memorable defence of Major
Stein, in a former Austrian war with the
Turks. The river makes a great bend to the
north at the entrance of these defiles, which
terminate at its extremity, where the ruinous
fortress of Orsova, situated on a small island
in the river, separates Hungary and Wal-
lachia. The fortress is a long quadrangle
with redans, flanked with four bastions; and
considered the key both of Hungary and
Wallachia, though, from the conformation of
the neighbouring mountain chains, its im-
portance as a frontier fortress is, according
to the general opinion, greater to Austria
than to the neighbouring powers.

Here the frontiers of Servia, Wallachia,
and Hungary all meet; and the Danube
presents for a time a noble sheet of water,
but is soon enclosed again in a bed of granitic
rocks, at a point where the Carpathians
meet the lower spurs of the Balkan.

The navigation of the river, which is very
dangerous at this spot, might, it is said, be
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avoided, by re-establishing an ancient canal
cut in the. left bank. Below, between the
villages of Castol and Czernetz, once stood
the Trajan bridge, of which some piles and
arches still exist, attesting the boldness and
solidity of the work. The river here is
about one thousand yards in breadth, and
the bridge is said to have had twenty arches.
It was situated at the extremity of the bend
made by the Danube in its curve to the
south, before descending to Widdin, where
the mountains, retiring on the right, give
passage to the Timok, which separates Ser-
via from Bulgaria.

Lower down, on the right bank, between
the Servian frontier and Widdin, there is a
bomb-proof work of Austrian construction,
situated on an island, and it is described as
being well calculated for the defence of the
passage across the river. Hence, it would
have importance, should any attempt be
made to turn the fortress, which is, how-
ever, improbable, as long as it is properly
garrisoned.

Widdin, also situated on the rlght bank of

G3
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the river, is of a semicircular shape, the
Danube forming the diameter, - Its western
portion was formerly regarded as the citadel,
and the remainder as the walled suburbs.
The fort is a long and irregular pentagon,
flanked by five bastions; and the walls,
once stated to be a simple enclosure with
redans, is described by later writers as
having seven bastioned fronts, with ravelins
of tolerably regular construction, and a
revetment of forty feet in height, as well as
a covert-way and glacis beyond a deep and
wide ditch, which can be filled and emptied
at pleasure.

Widdin must, therefore, if this description
i8 correct, be capable of making a very good
defence on the land side 5 and it is defended
towards the river by a rampart, with square
towers at intervals. Between the town and
the celebrated ¢éte de pont of Kalafat, lies an
island. Omar Pasha, being aware that the
proximity of the island to Widdin rendered
the safety of the téte de pont of much im-
portance, enveloped it, at some distance on
the side facing the enemy, with strong-and
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extensive additional works, forming a large
intrenched camp. - oL
From Widdin to Rassova, the sole defences
on the right bank of the Danube are Lom
and another work, both described as palan-
‘kas ; and even at Rassova there are only
twe detached works of a similar kind. - The
defences from hence to Nicopolis are equally
‘weak and insignificant ; so that, in a distance
of about a hundred miles on the line of the
Danube, namely, from Widdin to Nicopolis,
no permanent fortress has yet been erected,
‘though so necessary, whether to interrupt
the passage of an enemy, to menace his rear
if he advanced from the river, or to harass
his retreat should he be obliged to recross
it: and this is a deficiency which ought not
to be passed over in silence by any one
giving a description of the locality, for the
benefit of those who may have to carry on
operations in the neighbourhood of the
' Danube
Nicopolis is built on a height, and is con-
nected with the river by an irregularly-
‘revetted enclosure of earthen parapets, and
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a ditch flanked with flat bastions. . On
the left bank, according to former descrip-
tions, is a téte de pont, said not to possess
sufficient development, and which might be
taken in reverse; but, as it is averred by a
recent author that two forts, called the old
and new castle, exist, both of Whlch are
commanded and protected by the guns of
the place at the distance of nine hundred
yards, and exactly opposite to it on the left
bank, it is to be presumed that the defences
there have been augmented.

Nicopolis is important as a position of
passage, being situated opposite to where
the junction of the Alout with the Danube
opens the way to all Wallachia. An
undulating plain extends from the town to
the base of the Balkans, and was, in 13986,
the scene of a famous and sanguinary
conflict between Sultan Bajazet and King
Sigismund of Hungary, in which the army
of the latter was completely routed, and the
King forced to seek safety in flight. The
Turks were at that time better tacticians
than their European antagonists, but:sullied
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their success by the massacre of their
prisoners. : Beyond Nicopolis, the hills bor-
dering the right bank retire and approach
alternately, and in the basins thus formed
lie . Sistova, Rustsehuk, Turtukioi, and.
Silistria.

Slstova, at the point where the Yatras
joins the Danube, is, like Nicopolis, enclosed
with works erected at different periods, and
built on heights; on one of which is a
castle of ancient date, and the western
acclivity is defended by recent constructions,
consisting of long curtains, having earthen
parapets faced with hurdles, flanked by
semicircular bastions. In general, Turkish
fortresses are a combination of old works, on
a system which was approved at the period
of their construction, strengthened more
recently by imperfect modern works, still
more imperfectly executed, and generally
deficient in strength, and requiring many
men to-occupy them,

.About forty miles lower down stands
Rustschuk, which is commanded by heights
to:the south-west, within cannon-gshot of the
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walls; but these are stated to have been
recently occupied with five detached bas-
tioned redoubts, executed in earth, and
armed with a mixture of heavy guns and
field pieces. The regular enclosure of the
place towards the country, consists of eight
bastioned fronts, without ravelins or other
outworks, which are revetted half-way up
with masonry, and have a ditch and counter-
scarp; while on the eastern side of the town
there is a bastioned citadel. It is alleged,
indeed, that the old works in this direction
have been dismantled, and a new area, which
is connected with them, enclosed beyond, in
order to command the plain, where it is
traversed by the route from Turtukioi and
Silistria. As, owing to the flatness of the
ground, and the nature of the soil, which
would afford the enemy great facilities in
carrying on their operations, this side is very
likely to be chosen for making an attack
upon the place, it is desirable that the works
within should not be left dismantled.

The front towards the rviver is very ir-
regularly fortified, the engineer trusting,
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doubtless, to the improbability of its being
attacked, as the opposite town of Giur-
geva (lately occupied by the Russians),
was looked ‘upon as a #éte de pont covering
it on that side. Between the two places lies
an ‘island occupied by a fort. Further on
comes a pentagonal work in stone, protecting
the harbour on the left bank ; and beyond
this again lies the town of Giurgeva, forming
a semicircle towards Wallachia, and which
had been strengthened in its defences just
before it was occupied by the Russians.
All these works have been considered by
some as without the range of the cannon of
Rustschuk ; but batteries have recently been
constructed, mounting on the right bank
“close to the river, guns which reach as far as
Giurgeva, although distant two thousand
yards, and from these the Russians, while
occupying that place, were seriously annoyed
by the Turks. It is, however, to be feared
that Rustschuk, besides requiring much re-
pair, is very indifferently armed for its
great-extent. - Less than two hundred pieces
of cannon, many of which are in ‘o faulty
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-state, are said to have been lately present in

a place four miles in circumference, and
therefore requiring a large garrison, and a
powerful armament for its defence. Rust-
schuk and Giurgeva have been compared,
as regards situation, to Mayence and Cassel
on the Rhine, but the party occupying
the island, which lies between, might from
thence batter whichever of these places was
held by its opponent.* Rustschuk is said
to contain as many as forty thousand in-
habitants.

The next Danubian fortress is Silistria,
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