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A

MILITARY TOTUR,

ETC.

CraprTER L

Visit to Hussein Aga— Koordish Encampment — The
Chief’s Tent—Koordish Hospitality—The Chief’s Sons
—Koordish Cavalry—Koordish Repast—Departure from
Chader-Kioi.

ON the following morning, having made

arrangements for continuing our journey, we

set out, accompanied by a follower of the

Pasha’s, named Yusef Aga, and two other

horsemen, extremely well mounted, and

handsomely clothed and equipped. I was

. very desirous to see something of the

Koordish tribes, and while with the Pasha,
I asked him if he thought the state of affairs
at Khooroo-Moosoon was such as to pre-
clude the possibility of a visit to the Grelalag
Koords, the Zeelanee Koords, his mni

. YOL. IL . _ B



2 YUSEF AGA.

tribe, being now almost all settled in towns,
and not preserving the peculiarities of the
regular nomade population. He did not
seem to relish the idea, but said, that soon
after crossing the Persian frontier, we should
pass near the tribe of Hidraulee, the chief of
which was his particular friend, and that
Yusef Aga would continue with us #ll we
had visited his camp, or, if I found it any
convenience, would go on as far as Tabreez.
I accepted the offer, and was accordingly
attended by Yusef Aga. We were also
accompanied by the owners of the baggage-
horses on foot, instead of by regular Sura-
gees, and they allowed them to run.ahout in
every direction—the Pasha’s people

too high a sense of their own dignify #o
look after them ; and at our very starting we
were detairied by a casualty to the baggage.
All being re-adjusted we entered a deep
chasm-like valley, flanked by & rocky moun-
tain of no great height. A brook’ which
we -crossed flowed through a range of
bagalt, joined in a curious menner te ‘the
sandstone, the stratification of which was
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very much twisted. Passing a Koordish
encampment of thirty or forty tents, sur-
rounded with horses, sheep, and cattle, we
entered a fine elevated plain of grassy
downs. The road was carried through the
pass called the Kazlee-ghul ; another pass by
Makoo lay more to our left.

A heavy thunderstorm overtook us shortly
after we had emerged from the pass, and
I saw no more rain for several months. We
found shelter at Klissa, a miserable village,
surrounding an old and ruinous Armenian
church, and certainly the poorest place I had
yet seen. All the Christian inhabitants
had emigrated to Russia. A fat Ket-koda,
who had his beard dyed of a carrotty
colour with henna,* received us with many
professions of hospitality, and promised to
procure horses with the least possible delay.
The people all addressed us with the salnta-
tion of ¢ Selam Aleikam!” which the Osman-
lis never do to Christians. Notwithstanding

» This plant is much used in Persia for such purposes,
although people of rank employ, in addition, the pow~
dered leaf of the indigo plant, which is laid on sulweés
quently, and produces g black calour. .

B2



4 A ROGUISH KET-KODA.

the courteous reception awarded us by the
Ket-koda, it was clear that he had a design
upon our pockets, as he not only contrived to
get us charged a most exorbitant price for
the horses, but to&aake them arrive so late,
that we were obliged to pass the night at
the village, by which means, as he furnished
everything at a high price, he turned our
visit to very good account. I have since
heard that he bore the character of a noto-
rious knave.

In the morning we started at half-past
seven, much later than we intended, more
than an hour having been lost in packing
the baggage. We felt grieyously the loss of
the Turkish Suragees, for, besides the tardi-
ness and mismanagement of our new retain-
ers in arranging the Laggage, they did not
appear with the horses till it suited them-
selves. At parting I gave the Khan a
small present in money. He made a ges-
tyre 98 if surprised at my presenting him,
with anything, but immediately slipped the
dgueeur into his pocket. The Persian dress
became general at this point of our %our,pqy.
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The plain beyond Klissa was broken
by volcanic-looking hills, rising at intervals
from its surface; and many fragments of
basalt were strewn about. Some hills to
the right showed the basaltic rock under a
stratum of red sandstone. We passed the
village and castle of Zohraub, and entering
a fine circular plain, enclosed by a double
range of heights, saw a caravan of Persian
merchants, encamped, accompanied by a
Koordish horseman. A valley, watered by
a broad stream, led to the left with a singular
ecroulement of the red rock.

We continued down the valley, with a
broad stream on our right, to Chader-Kioi,
the encampment of the Koordish -chief,
Hussein Aga, where we arrived about noon.
He had been prepared for our appearance
by Yusef Aga, the Kavass, who had gone
on ‘before us, leaving the son of our
Klissa host, who attended us armed and
mounfed in the Persian way, to act as
our guide. The other two Koords had
left “us &t Klissa,—one an old man, biit-

‘8 very godd horserhan, rode a grey Arab,



6 KOORDISH ENCAMPMENT.

which he had brought from the southern
part of Koordistan ; and as the price he
put upon it was not high, I had offered
to become its purchaser. Before doing
80 1 wished him to take off the saddle,
which was large and heavy, but to this
he objected, and I have no doubt the poor
animal had one of those almost incurable
gsore backs so common in this part of
the world; the more so as Yusef Aga
gave me a hint to have nothing to do
with him.

‘We had expected to find the Hedraulee
tribe at this spot in the force usually assem-
bled round the chief,—that is, about 1200
tents, which, at five persons each, would
amount to 6000 individuals. Unluckily,
they had just moved for the sake of grass,
and I was disappointed at finding only the
large tents of the chief, and those immedi-
ately connected with him, which, however,
gtill amounted to a considerable number.
Some of his own tents, indeed, had. gone
forward to be prepared for his arrival; hut
among those that remained, a very large one



THE CHIEF'S TENT. 7

of black horsehair marked his own presence.
It was about 50 feet long, by 25 or 26 in
width, and was open in the front, which was
turned from the sun, and arranged as a hall
of audience. The floor was completely
carpeted ; and at the extremity stood a
handsome silk cushion, as large as a sofa,
with a higher one behind as a back.

I was met a little way from the tent by
the chief’s eldest son, a very fine-looking
man, about thirty, dressed in a kind of Mame-
luke costume, surmounted by a long dark-red
cloak. His manners were exceedingly pre-
possessing, and he neither had the morgue
or haughtiness of a Turk, nor the cringing
artificial manner of a Persian. If he could
only have spoken a European language, he
would have been perfectly presentable at
any Western Court.

Entering the tent we sat down on the
Cushion, the rest of the company remain-
ing standing. Among those present were
three younger sons of the chief, named re-
spectively Achmet, Abdhi, and Kassim ; and
a few minutes afterwards the chief lnmself
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appeared: I rose to pay him my compli-
ments, but he insisted, with an air of great
hospitality and kindness, on' my remaining
seated, and took the place vacated by his
son, who, as well as his own brother, a
cheerful-looking man between fifty and sixty,
now stood up, never sitting in his presence.
His sons took their places nearest to him,
and the rest of the assemblage formed a
lane up to where he stood. All were
clothed in different but very handsome cos-
tumes ; and, as a whole, the scene was both
very imposing and very interesting.

The chief made a great many inquiries
after different diplomatic notabilities who
had passed through his country, but his
manner was by no means so intelligent or
so pleasant as that of his son; and there
was a considerable degree of severity in l*lis,ﬁ?
countenance. Chibooks and coffec werd™
brought in, and his younger sons took cups
from the attendants, and presented them to
us. 'This was a courtesy no young Turk ‘of
rank would have shown to any Ohmtmn ;
and, indeed, although the usages were 'still
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more Turkish than Persian, the demeanour of
the people themselves partook rather of the
suavity and good-humour of the latter race.
Having expressed a desire to see a well-
equipped Koordish horseman before I left
the encampment, the chief addressed a few
words to his eldest son, who left the tent,
and in a few minutes reappecared outside
splendidly mounted and equipped, in com-
pany with his youngest brother, who,
although only about eightcen years of age,
was six feet in height. The cldest son rode a
white Arab, upwards of fifteen hands high,
which he had procured near Bagdad, and
which, he said, was from the province of
Nedjid. * Half of the animal’s tail was dyed
crimson, in conformity with a custom very
general in Persia. The oth8r son was
mounted on a bay horse of somewhat smaller
size, but equally handsome. Their arms and
acéoutrements were of the best description,
and the horse furniture was in part mounted
in gold an§ silver. I saw on their horses,
for the first time, the head-ornament called
by the Persians reschma, consisting of a solid
B3



10 KOORDISH EQUIPMENTS.

chain, like a curb chain, on the head-stall of
the horse—often, when the ahimal belongs to
a Persian of rank, made of pure gold. Both
carried the long slender Koordish lance, and
that of the elder son was plumed with a bunch
of black horsehair. The shaft of the lances
carried by the Koords is formed of bamboo
cane, obtained from the southern shores of the
Euphrates and Tigris, none growing in the
upper part of Koordistan. Its universal
use shows that the communication between
the different parts of the country must be
constant. The condition of the horses and
the state of the arms and clothing were very
superior, and great attention seemed to have
been given to cleaning and polishing the
arms. The Koords, before proceeding to
battle, pay *the most scrupulous attention
not only to their equipment, but to what in
Europe would be termed a very particular
toilet ; a custom which, with the more effe-
minate practice of applying powdered anti-
mony to the eyelids, is very prevalént among
these tribes, being adopted even by' the
hardiest warriors, and alluded to in théir
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national songs. The young chiefs carried
at the pommel of their saddles a slender
steel javelin, fitted in a velvet case, and
which, with a small steel battle-axe, is, I
believe, the distinguishing mark of a chief.
They were also furnished with a small round
shield or target, covered with skin, and
studded with metal bosses, which is used
by Koords of all ranks.

When we had fully scrutinized their
equipment, they began galloping about, and
performed a kind of exercise called the
Key-Kaj, following each other in turn, and
enabling us to form a very good idea of
their expertness as horsemen, and of the
speed and action of their steeds.

The eldest son informed me that the
number of horsemen in Koordistan, mounted
and appointed equally well with themselves,
was very great, which I can easily believe ;
for when leaving Persia, some time after-
wards, I met part of the tribe a short way
to the north of Teheran, proceeding under
Achmet Aga, the second son, to join the
Shah’s camp before he went to Herat, and a
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great many were, as his brother had said,
quite a8 well mounted as himself. He
asked whether I thought cavalry of that
description would not be very formidable, if
accompanied by a few light guns. I told
him that in India the British Government
maintained a great force of irregular cavalry
who acted in conjunction with artillery ;
and that a similar Cossack force was em-
ployed in Russia, a part of which had light
guns of theirown. He said he had seen the
Cossacks, and he thought it was impossible
there could be worse cavalry ; but the body
he referred to were a very ill-mounted force,
which I afterwards saw performing duty
along the left bank of the Araxes, and I
was alluding to the regular corps at St.
Petersburg, belonging to the imperial guard.

After this display of horsemanship I was
about to take my leave, but was informed I
could not be permitted to depart without
eating in their tent, and hence a short delay
took place, when the rcpast appeared., It
wag composed of various pilaws and pre-
parations of milk, as well as more sub-
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stantial food, and the only person who sat
down to partake of it with me was the
chief’s eldest son. It was an infallible
indication of our being now so far in the
East, that knives, forks, and spoons had
altogether vanished. '

The Persians always object to eating with
those of a different religion, but the Koords
are more liberal on this point. By eating
with them, I mean using the same dishes ; for
in Persia, where every two persons usually
have a separate tray or sofra, Europeans
frequently join in an entertainment ‘¢ with-
out dipping the hand in the same digh.”*
This usage would appear to be one of
great antiquity.

I expressed to Hussein Aga a wish for
some introduction from him to any fricndly
tribes in the neighbourhood of Wan, it being
my intention at the time to skirt the
shores of that lake. He, however, soon
made me understand that, from the unsettled

* I may observe that basins, with soap and water, are
handed round before and after all repasts, and water
pourell over the hands from ewers,
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state of the relations between the various
tribes, if I were to fall in with any at
variance with those for whom I carried
letters, I might become involved in serious
difficulties ; but he invited me to e¢ome, on
my way back from Persia to the Chader-Kioi
(village of tents), if pitched near my route,
when he would send persons with me who
would procure me a good reception every-
where during the journey.

I took a cordial leave of the friendly chief,
and proceeded across the stream called the
Khanzi-Chai, and passed the villages of
Aasuand Zackay. Reaching Kara-Eireh, a
moderate-sized place, where the Menzil
Khaneh is extremely small and poor, I
passed the night in the open air, which
began to be very agreeable.
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CuarTER II.

Arrival &b Ehoi—Visit from the Governor—Visit to the
Vizier—A Persian Reception—Persian Conversation—
Visit to the Prince—Persian Impudence—The Khun's
Sons—Plain of Selmas—Antiquities—Ancient Sculp-
tures—Janissary Priest.

THE road lay over heights and valleys,

the latter broken by water-courses, chiefly

dry, though & few were threaded by streams ;
and in one a river of some breadth ran past
the village of Allah Sheik, which we saw to
our left, and continued our course to Zaralu,
another village, where we made a halt of a
couple of hours in a garden. On again
setting forward, we crossed a dry torrent
bed, leaving on our right high peaked
mountains, apparently of basaltic rock ; and
on the left a lower range, with a slope
from their base to the road. Three villages
appeared in an adjacent valley ; and further
on we entered the pass of Desta-dereh,
where, at an old caravanserai, the road
took another direction, and proceeded up a



16 COORDOOSHE.

ravine to the village of Coordooshe, a poor
place, but pleasantly situated among green
heights, with a mountain range rising in the
distance.

Most of the villages in this region were
embosomed in trees, which looked green
and refreshing, but were not without their
disadvantages, as they harboured mosquitoes
and other insects, which wage constant
war with the inhabitants. The air in the
middle of the day was extremely dry an
hot, with a great deal of reftection from the
ground ; and as our faces were turned
towards the sun during the journey, it
affected the skin and the eyes in a very
disagrecable manner. We found the people
at Coordooshe suspicious and distrustful,
and as a sort of guarantee for our honesty,
they carried off during the night Yusef Aga’s
lance, which, according to the custom of his
countrvmen, he had planted before the
house previous to going to rest ; nor was it
restored until we paid liberally for every-
thing we had had. The Reis-Sefeed (liter-
ally *white-beard, or “elder”) who ‘at-
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tended on us, and to whom, I believe, the
house belonged, then assured me, *in the
Persian way, that the village and the whole
neighbourhood, as well as the inhabitants,
were entirely at my disposal. The affair of
the lance caused us some delay, but at
length we took our departure, skirting the
extensive plain of Khoi, till, in about half
an hour, we reached the main road. Here
a broad rocky valley led us to a fountain,
an.object we had not seen for some time;
and to a traveller from Asia Minor, where
fountains are so frequent, the absence of
these welcome rescrvoirs was very striking,.
But the scene was soon enlivened by ofher
cheerful features, and we passed many
gardens surrounded by strong mud walls,
and containing a number of fine fruit trees.
The whole country, indeed, had now the
appearance alternately of an orchard and a
vineyard, dotted with houses, which gradu-
ally became more numerous, and at length
we entered the suburbs of Khoi. Thep we
came in sight of the walls, which have more
the appearance of a European fcrtification
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than is usually found in the towns of the
East, the portion nearest the country being
furnished with bastions, curtains, and a
ditch. These works were, I belleve, exe-
cuted by European officers during the
Russian wars. Those round the town,
although presenting a rather imposing ap-
pearance, are not really of solid construc-
tion, except at the gatcways, which are
built of yellow and black stone.

The buildings in the town, which we ep-
tered through a vaulted passage from the
gate, corresponded very much with those of
the suburbs, and, from being built of sun-
baked bricks, had an earthy unsubstantial
look. The rooms, however, are good and
commodious, and the house assigned as my
quarters by the governor was particularly
clean. The governor was extremely atten-
five, and shortly after my arrival I was
waited on by his nazir, or steward, with
civil inquiries from his chief, and instruc-
tions to my attendants not to purchase any
provisions, as everything would be furnished
from the governor’s house. Several"pgr-
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sons came with presents of fruit, cucnmbers,
&c., for which, of course, I felt bound to
make some rfeturn ; and this led to such a
torrent of presents of the same kind, that I
was obliged to prevent their being received.
Rather later some domestics arrived from
the governor of the province, bringing a
large tray of preserved fruits and sweet-
meats., This proved to be a seasonable
supply, as it was nine o’clock before my
pfovider, the nazir, made his appearance
with my dinner, when he marched in, fol-
lowed by a number of servants, bearing
pilaws of various kinds, cutlets, stews, fruit,
and bowls of sherbet, but, as usual, no
knives, forks, or spoons.

The following morning I was visited by
the governor of the town, who was son of
the Vizier of the Prince, who held the post
of governor of the province.* He was quite
a youth, probably under twenty ; and I dis-

* When I became better acquainted with Persian
etiquette, I discovered that the old Khan himself ought

to have called on me, agreeably to the usages eurrent

among the suthorities and our countrymen in xa;sia $
but ke evaded the ceremony, on & plea of lameness,
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covered that his family, that of Dumbeli,
was one of the first in Persia. His father,
Hatim Khan, had himself been chief go-
vernor of Khoi, until he was superseded a
short time before by the Shah’s brothet.

In conversing with the governor of the
town I expressed a wish to go to the selaum
of the Prince governor, and he proposed that
1 should go to his father’s house, and arrange
with him respecting the visit. Readily
assenting, we went out together, and ¥é-
paired to the Vizier's palace, a large build-
ing in a court, where long reservoirs for
wager, running between rows of chinaur
trees, supplied a number of jets which
played in the centre, in front of the prin-
cipal apartments, The old Khan received
me with great consideration, and was ex-
tremely bland and courteous, evincing, in
comparison with the Pergians of rank whom
I met subsequently, a more than usnal'ac-
quaintance with the ways and' feelitips 9
Europpans. oo

After saine conversation he conduched ¥
to the garden, where we mounted » kind~g¥
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elevated stage or platform near the reser-
voir, surrounded by the chinaur-trees, which
flung their grateful shade over the carpets
spread beneath. We disposed ourselves on
the nummuds, formed of a fine Persian
fabric of soft felt of various colours, and
which here take the place of the Turkish
cushions. The Persians sat in the manner
of the country, on their heels.

After the heats of a warm summer day,
this 'refuge proved very agreeable, and, in-
deed, as far as my experience goes, Persia is
the only warm country where the evening
may be passed in the open air without danger
or inconvenience from the chill produced by
dews, or from other effects of the atmo-
sphere. We had hardly seated ourselves on
the nummud, when the party was augmented
by many other guests, including several
superior moolahs or priests, distinguished
here by wearing a white turban, instead of
the black lambskin cap. They were, as
usua), received with many marks of con-
sidergtion by the master of the house, who
w4, elf a Hadgee, having made « the
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pilgrimage to Mecca, on which occasion he
had returned by the route of Constantinople
and Asia Minor. The platform was sur-
rounded by attendants and other inferior
persons, who all came close to us, and lis-
tened to the conversation, a custom very
general in the Hast. The servants every
now and then brought us tea, which was of
very good quality, and prepared with a
great deal of sugar, but no milk. We were
also presented as frequently with the Persian
water-pipe or kaliaun.

The conversation was kept up with great
animation, everybody taking a part in it, a
very agreeable change from the taciturnity
of Turkish meetings of the same kind. The
language chiefly used was the Turkish of
Ader-bijaun, which is a different dialect
that spoken at Constantinople, although
readily understood by a Turk of the capital,
who soon gets accustomed to its idiomis.
Ongp of the phrases which struck me at oage
as different, was Chok yaghshes, ** very well,”
or “very good,” which is never nsed by the
Osmanleg Turks, who always employ 1r the
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same response, the words Pek-¢i! 1 believe
that most other expressions in the language
vary equally, though both are recognized
dialects of the Turkish. The Eastern dialect
is understood and used all along the Araxes,
as far as the Caucasus, on the southern
shore as far as Tehraun. At the latter place
it is spoken quite as gencrally as Persian,
and even much further south. Turkish is the
mother tongue of numerous tribes, including
all the Eeliauts and the Kara Gozloos,
whose name, in fact, is formed of two
Turkish words, signifying black-eyed Tace.
The Turkomans, who are widely spread to
the east of Persia, and of the Caspian, all
speak this tongue; and since the Kadjer
family succeeded to the Persian throme, it
hag, although much disliked by the inhabi-
tants of the older Persian provinces of Irauk
and Fars, been the fashionable langunage of
the court. Hence it is, on the whole, the
mestuseful a traveller in the East can know.
At this pleasant reception, it was deter-
mm% that on the following day I should
to the gelaum of the Prince; and- the
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young governor and his suite then very
civilly escorted me to my quarters.

About noon of the following day I pro-
ceeded .to the Dewaun-Khaneh, or hall of
reception, where I was met by the elder
Khan, attired in a robe of ceremony, and
we entered together a long court, planted as
usual with rows of trees, and having a
reservoir of water, with a fountain in the
middle. The DI’rince was seated in state
near a large open bay-window, at an apart-
ment looking out on the gardens. The Khan
made his approaches towards him with great
reverence, performing an obeisance, accord-
ing to Persian etiquette, at all the prescribed
corners of the court as he advanced, and at
his last bow leaving his slippers on the
threshold. It was a relief to me to find hat,
being in uniform, I was privileged to retain
my boots. Ascending a few steps we
entered the saloon through a purda or ewr
tain, when we saw the Prince at the 0%@
end of the room, seated in a high-backed
arm-chair ; another, placed at a lidtighdis-
tance, Was asgigned tp me, oo Ry

13
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The prince’s appearance was on the whole
prepossessing. His costume, although he
wore the Persian cap, had more of the
Turkish character than is common among
Persians, and over his under-dress he wore
a long loose pelisse, apparently made of
velvet, and bordered with fur. His com-
plexion was very dark, and his countenance
recminded me, in some degrec, of the por-
traits of his great uncle Aga Mahomet
Khan, but his features were more handsome:
and manly, and their expression far more
pleasing. His beard, according to the most
approved mode among the vounger Persians
lately advanced to office, was about half an
inch long. In his demeanour he exhibited
that great self-possession and composure
whicht is to be noticed among Persian
princes of all ages. He had received on
the previous day a dress of honour from his
brother the Shah—that I fancy which he
waore—and I embraced the opportunity in
alluding to the occurrence, to inquire
whethefii-the Shah was likely to be at
Tehraun on my arrival there. He said he

VOL. 1L, ‘e
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believed not, and that I would find him
encamped in some cool situation to avoid
the great heats which were now on the
point of commencing. I asked if it would
probably be at Sultanieh. He said no, that
he believed it would be nearer Tehraun,
probably at Ferooz-koh, to the east of
mount Demawund. On my departure I
exchanged a few words with the Khan,
and promised to go to his house in the
evening to take leave.

I bad not been long at home, when I
received a visit from the brother of the
Koordish chief Houssein Aga, who had by
accident met Yusef in the bazaar, and
heard of my being in the town. He was
a much younger man than the chief, and a
fine, good-humoured, manly-looking fellow.
The simplicity of his manners was agree-
able, after the formality of the Persians,
who, civil as they were, lacked the hogest
frankness of the Koord, He assured wme,
with a great appearance of candour, that I
was in high favour with his connu-ymen,
and uwrged me to revisit their tents and make
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as long a stay among them as I pleased,
adding that I might now go all through
Koordistan ““as a brother.” He was on his
way back to Byazeed from Tabreez, to which
place, he said, he had been conveying several
thousand tomauns for the Shah.

In the evening I proceeded, as arranged,
to the old Khan’s, where an incident oc-
curred very characteristic of Persian habits.
Before the young Khan took his leave,
he asked me whether T thought it would
be improper for him, as civil governor of
the town, to wear a pair of epaulettes.
I replied that it was impossible for me
to say, knowing very little of the usages
of a country in which I had only just ar-
rived ; but that I had remarked in Turkey
that the officers of the Sultan, since
adopting the European costume, were in
the habit of wearing epaulettes. He took
advantage of this to say that it would be
imposgible to do him a greater favour than
to_put him in possession of these appendages;
and thiit as he was quite sure I must havé
more of them than I required, I coumld no

c2
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doubt make him a present of a pair. I had
considerable difficulty in evading this de-
wmand, as he seemed by no means disposed
to credit my statement, that as I trayelled
with very little baggage, I had H¥ught
with me only such things of this kind
were absolutely necessary.

Some time afterwards, when at Sheeraz,
I found a brother of the young Khan
holding the appointment of Colonel of the
Khoi regiment of regular infanitry, a position,
perhaps, which might have been thought more
suited for the epaulettes than that held by
himself. 1 am sorry to say I made the
additional discovery that none of the family
enjoyed an unblemished reputation; and
before I left Persia, the old Khan was
obliged to take refuge at the sanctuary of
Kirbelal, in consequence of serious defi-
ciencies in his accounts with the government.

The reception awarded me at Khoi was
owing; in great measure, to the wish of the
old Khan to conciliate the English, which
at this time was.a leading object with
Persian officials. But it is only just 4,
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observe that such hospitality is very general
in Persia; and when the host possesses a
good kitchen, it is not as in Turkey, where a
greasy pilauf forms the whole meal, but the
fare is sumptuous and abundant

Having read in Morier’s travels in Persia
that there were some sculptured rocks near
a town called Selmas, which he had not
himself had time to visit, I determined, while
pursuing my way to Tabreez, to go in search
of them. I imagined at the time that they
had not been described by any European,
and only learnt on my return to Europe
that Sir Robert Ker Porter had paid them
a visit, and given a drawing of the sculptures
on the rock.

I left Khoi by a gate to the eastward ; and
as we were likely to mect with Koords I
retained Yusef Aga with our party. On
clearing the town- we turned short to the
right along the outside of the ditch, till we

“rdhched a considerable ravine formed by a
crack in the soil, which, as its surface was
qiiite flat, and it extended some distance,
was no doubt produced by one of the
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earthquakes so frequeut in this country.
Such a natural trench would certainly save
2 besieging force a great deal of labour.
From this point fields of ripe corn, groves
of poplar trees, and gardens teeming with
ripe fruit, extended for several miles over
the plain. Qur way was crossed by a
torrent bed, and then by a stream, the
latter spanned by a brick bridge of one
arch, and flowing down near a mill. Another
stream, running through marshy land, swept
past the small village of Boolamass. The
plain was well cultivated on both sides,
and occasionally dotted with villages, and
watered by streams. As we entered the
gorge of some heights, I suspected, from the
direction we were taking, that we were to
the left of our road; and interrogating the
guides, found they were keeping the direct
route to Tabreez, instead of proceeding in
quest of the sculptured rocks. The mistake
arose'from the whole plain in that divectibn
Weing called Belmas. Neither my guides,
nor a ¥ we met, knew in whed part bf
the plain the senlptured rocks were sitdited,
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but they said there were some ruins at a
place called Eski-sher, or “the old town,” and
I determined to proceed there as the most
probable locality. We accordingly recrossed
the stream, and, passing the villages of
Surgé Khan and Kenai, reached some
heights, one of which was crowned by an
old Armenian burying-ground, and a small
chapel. A number of rudely-cut blocks,
baving the appearance of tombstones, lay
around. Soon afterwards we entered the
road to Eski-sher, which we ought to have
taken in the first instance. A fine old
bridge of seven arches, having above them
smaller arches springing from the piers,
and all composed of solid brickwork, carried
the road over the river, the banks of which
presented a curious formation of sandy con-
glomerate, hardening on the surface, and,
near the stream, it appeared to contain a
vast quantity of different kinds of stone.
,On the right side the conglomerate ex-
tended abomt 100 feet above the centre of
the torrent-bed, now threaded by & very
scanty stream, and was coated with a layer
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of sand, rising to abont the same height.
The road was good, and was bordered on
the Tabreez side by two rows of large
poplars, which afforded an agreeable shelter
from the sun. A cross-road, uniting it with
that leading to Tabreez, ran considerably
more to the east. Passing the villages of
Meman-Khaneh-deh and Shoroo-lu, the lat-
ter buried among sandy heights, we met
some travellers, from whom we learnt that
we were four hours from Eski-sher., At
some low heights beyond, I observed on the
surface an appearance of salt efflorescence ;
and quarries for extracting salt had ap-
parently existed at this spot, but were now
exhausted. Leaving behind us the village
of Kara Tepéh, we ascended a mountain-
pass, from the summit of which we obtained
a good view of Khoi. Below, on the other
gide, was a fine and extensive plain, which
we descended, and found a fruitful sgil,
teeming with rich and luxuriant crops, while
pleasant-lpoking villages, embosomed ,.4n
trees, were seen in every direction,

As we advanced, the great salt lake, of
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Oroomia wids visible to the left; large,
dry torrent beds ran towards it from the
mountains, and iutersected the way.
Drawitig nearér to Eski-sher, we observed a
single antique tower, standing at some dis-
tance from the walls. Its diameter was
about thirty feet, and its height, as nedr as
I could judge, between sixty and seventy.
I afterwards saw, particularly at Tabreez,
a great many ruins of the best period
of Arabic masonry; but this, and another
tower at Kskisher, presented a peculiar
appearance, different from anything that
came under my observation. The tower was
constructed with great solidity, of the finest
briek, closely resembling, in form and di-
mensions, the brick of ancient Rome, resting
at the base on four courses of stone masonry
comtposed of large blocks. A great deal of
enamelled brick of different colours, but
elilefly of various shades of blue, was introx
duged into the upper portion of the fabtie,
which was surmounted by a low dome. If
bore g sufficient resemblance to the tomb a4
Erzeftum, and to the buildings at Anij to Yead
A c3
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at first to the conclusion that they belonged
to the same ra, making allowance for
sach a difference in style as might arise
from the materials; but I was afterwards
agsured that these towers are of the Sel-
jookian era, and if so, they are much
more recent. The latest buildings of Ani
would seem to have been erected about
the time of Nushervan (or Chosroes the
Great), who lived in the time of Justinian,
and gained a victory over that Empcror,
A.p. 531. The towers at Eski-sher are be-
lieved to be of the age of Chingis, and with
the inscriptions, to be very fine specimens of
the Kufic. The brick towers at Selmas,
Tabreez, Rheh, &c., are supposed to be all
of the Seljookian era, and, consequently, of
the eleventh and twelfth centuries. , Two
],pfty doorways, fropting to the north and
south, are in nearly the same style as some
at Ani, terminating in pointed arches, which
are indented in a concave termingtiamymt
the top in a stmilar style. The archef por-
tion of the. gateway is surroundéd, gy a
stuaye and lofty angular door-frame; #f:dote-
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bably thirty feet in height. .Above wasa
very rich cornice of the same workmanship,
and immediately under the roof a second of
greater breadth and richer materials. The
interior was divided into compartments ter-
minating in lofty arches.

This structure, like the ruin at Ani, is no
doubt a tomb, but yet unopened ; and I was
confirmed in this impression, by observing
at the base, where a portion of the founda-
tion was visible, two small arched apertures,
intended, apparently, to admit light and air
into some subterraneous apartment. On
entering the tower, I found the floor deeply
covercd with rubbish, and as there was no
opening, was obliged to forego further re-
searches. The walls of the interior were
profusely marked with the open hand, a
symbol connected with the Mahomedan faith,
and those without were covered with inscrip-
tions in the Arabic character, and, as I
afterwareds learnt, in the Kufic tongue.

Bikiddher, though a poor-looking place,
retiined marks of antiquity. Many wall
both of wardens in the neighbourhood 4
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in the town, were composed of large sun-
dried blocks of clay, containing pebbles of
various colours and sizes, which gave them
such a granitic appearance, that I was for
some time under the impression that they
were stone. We found the market-place
crowded with Koords, many of them mounted
and completely armed, riding to and fro.
According to Yusef Aga, they were chiefly
of the Hekaree tribe, inhabiting the country
towards Wan, and were a very truculent
and suspicious-looking set. Wan being only
about thirty hours distant, we were not sur-
prised to meet these Koords here.

Near the market-place was a minaret of
brick, something in the style of the tower.
It stood on a square stone basement, bt
half of it had fallen down.

The Ket-kodah of the village, for whom
we inquired, was absent from home, and we
experienced some difficulty, as well "as delay,
in‘ptocuring lodgings for the right'ji ‘it
when it became known that it was inteidéd
to pay for the accommodation, a' pein
among the crowd came forward, and/chn-



AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE. 37

ducted us to a house, which appeared to

have been recently finished. Though of
moderate size, it was very clean, and had

the additional attraction of a small garden,

containing-a number of rose-bushes in flower.

It was the property of an elderly female, a

widow, who bustled about, and put things in

order for us, without stopping to don her

veil. The females of the nomade races of
the East are much less serupulous on this

point than those of the towns, and this was

a symptom of our being again close to *
Koordistan.

We had not been long established in our
lodging when the Sultaun, or captain, who
bad accompanied us a portion of the way
from Constantinople, made his appearance.
This was his native place, and he had
come on to it from Khoi, where he had
arrived with the first division of our party
about a fortnight before. He evinced no
sgirprise at our appearance at Hski-sher, as
Bugopeans resident in Persia are in the

«babig of moving about in all directions, mest
of them being employed on service, . Pn
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my inquiring if he knew anything respect-
ing the sculptured rocks, he said that some
rocks we had observed the evening before,
surmounted by an old Armenian church,
were carved with several soulptures, and
that he would accompany me to the spot, if
I pleased, the following morning. Accord-
ingly he made his appecarance soon after
daylight, and we proceeded in a south-
westerly direction towards some heights of
a volcanic appearance, detached from each
other, and on onc of which, a basaltic forma-
tion, the church we were to visit stands.

It is a small but solid building, 25 feet
in length by 20 in breadth, and is composed
of large blocks of smooth stone. The body
of the church is quadrangular, and over
the centre is a round tower, of no great
height, terminating in a cone. The en-
trance, a pointed arch reaching half way up
the building, was to the west, and emclosed
a deorway of about six feet high. Light!
wag, admitted by one or two smald wink
dows, resembling loopholes. Within stoed
a Jarge parcophagus of white alabaster.. ke
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lid was sculptured, and the most striking
part of the device was a winged cross,
above which appeared a star and a symbol
which might be taken for the moon. These
ornaments seemed to have some connexion
with those I had observed at Erzeroum, and
may possibly appertain % the symbols of
the Pakradian kingdom when under Sara-
cenic protection. Near the sarcophagus
was a mounted figure, carrying a lance sur-
mounted by a cross similar to that of St.
Greorge, and opposite was a group, including
the Virgin and Child, the former bearing a
branch upon her shoulder. The other two
were in long robes, and the breast of one
wag marked with a cross.

These were not the sculptures we were in
search of, and the Sultaun, on my explaining
this fact, said there was another ruin at no
great distance, but, as he had only seen it
omce, h# would have some difficulty in find-
ibfg it. We determined, however, to con-
tinne the search, remaining here only till I
hiad taken the bearing of the north edge of
the lake of Oroomia, of which we obtainéd
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a good view from the heights. This done,
we set off, and after wandering about for
upwards of an hour, continually making
inquiries of men who were watching sheep
among the rocks, we at last discovered the
Sultaun’s sculpture. He had described it as
the countenance of a man, but it proved, on
a. close examination, to be nothing more
than a Greek cross on a knight’s shield,
a good' deal effaced. This was poor com-
pensation for so tedious a search; but it
was a satisfaction to have the point cleared
up, and we returned well pleased to the
town, going round, in our way, by the se-
cond tower, which we found to bear a close
regemblance to the other. It presented on
the inside a diameter of 21 feet, and the
walls were about two yards thick. Within
the wall was a passage, lighted Ly arched
apertures, and leading apparently to the
top.

On returning to my lodging, T found that,
during my absence, a Bektash, or Janissary
priest, hearing we had arrived from Cou-
stantinople, had come to converse with my
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servant, describing himself as having taken
refuge at this place, when his order was
proscribed in Turkey, and that he felt very
miserable till he could return to the Ottoman
capital. He was anxious to know whether
Khosrew Pasha, the late Seraskier, by
whom the order for the destruction of the
Janissaries had been carried out, was still
alive, as he looked upon him as the greatest
obstacle to his return. He informed us that
a Frank traveller had, since his arrival at
Eski-sher, been robbed and murdered by the
Hekaree Koords at no great distance from
the town, and that they brought his rifle,
clothes, and other articles of baggage to
Eskisher and sold them there. This tra-
veller, I afterwards found, was the enter-
prising Schultz, a German, by whose death
much useful information relative to this
part of the East was lost. '
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Cuaprer III.

Dedcendants of the Prophet—Sculptured rocks—ILake of
Oroomis—Malek Kassim Mirza—Persian salt deserts
—Zobeida's Tower—Suburbs of Tabreez—The city.

WE left Eski-sher at ten o’clock, and pass-
ing through the village of Loor, and over a
road intersected by streams, entered Dil-
maun, a walled town, with a sione gateway
apd large bazaar. There, having heard
again of some sculptured rocks in a different
direction, we made our way over fields
towards another road, our guide professing
to take us a short cut, instead of following
the direct route from the town. This was
far from being agreeable to the Sultaun,
who was accompanying us to Tahreez, and
he, expressed his sentiments freely to the
guide; who, however, instead of’ making
exouses, became abusive, and finished.:dy
peltivg, him with stones. The Sul¢aun
andYnsef Age bore this behavieuni.very
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patiently, at which T was surprised; but
as the guide continued foaming with pas-
sion, and seemed disposed to proceed to
greater violence, I determined to inter-
pose and rode at him, hunting whip in
hand, ot which he ran off across the
fields, still continuing his abuse. I soon
came up with him, and, to his evident sur-
prise, applied the whip for some seconds
vigorously across his shoulders, bringing
him at once to order, and he returned to
take charge of his animals, and conducted
himself civilly. I found afterwards that
he had presumed to act in this manner on
the strength of his being a Said, or one of
the reputed descendants of the prophet,
who, a8 they are also of the race of Ali, the
favourite prophet of the Sheeahs, are re-
garded here with much more reverence than
in Turkey. This accounted for the forbear-
ance of the Sultaun and Yusef Aga; and
fndded I have seen a muleteer iu Persia
srrter and seat himself close to the gevernor
of & province, who has permitted this freedom
in consideration merely of his green turban;
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At length, after a short delay, we entered
the road about 500 yards from the town,
and rode on for some distance till we
reached some steep and lofty rocks of grey
marble, called Aliabad-dagh, near the
village of a similar name. The Sultaun,
who had been here before, pointed out the
situation of the sculptures, which were
perceptible at an altitude of about 50 or
60 yards, and were approached by an ascent
strewn with loose stones and fragments.
Morier had been informed that they repre-
sented a figure in the act of pointing to a
mountain, supposed to be the repository of
buried treasure. This description, however,
is incorrect; as the sculpture comprises
four figures, none of which is represented as
pointing. Two are on horseback, and the
others are delivering something into their
hands; but as this portion of the piece is, in
both cases, much effaced, it is impossible to

precisely what it is intended to
The . sonlptures are evidently

Besbaniang end although in 4 ruder style
and:-womel executed, than some which exist
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at Shapoor and other places in ancient
Persia, are exactly the same in detail. The
two mounted figures have the usual regal
symbols, the helmet or crown being sur-
mounted by a globe, and adorned with the
streamer-like appendages which distinguish
royalty ; and hence may be intended for
Shapoor, Sapor the Ist. of the Romans, and
his son Bahram, or Varanes. The large tassel
hanging from the saddle also indicates a
royal personage. The only peculiarity I ob-
served in the group, was, that the beards of
the monarchs were very short and tied be-
low the chin, like those of the gods of Egypt.

The mountain carved with this sculpture
stands by itself iv the plain, and seems one
mass of fine grey marble threaded with
white veins. It forms, with the mountains
to the south, a narrow pass traversed by
the road; and it is not improbable that
some victory over the Romans may have
been gained in this vicinity—possibly that
of Narses, who defeated the Xmperor
Galerins, and conquered Armenia. The
pedestrian figures appeared from their rela-
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tive situation to the horsemen, to be kneel-
ing ; but as their lower limbs were quite
effaced, this could be only matter of con-
jecture. They may possibly represent
Roman captives, like those at Shapoor.
The figures, though not absolutely colossal,
are of large size.

The distance from Eski-sher to this in-
teresting vestige of antiquity is about ten
miles, in a direct line; and perhaps the
nearest village is Minas. I heard that the
Frank traveller, Schultz, who was killed by
the Koords, had visited the rocks just before
his death.

Our road now was over the plain, which
was green and smooth, though marble rocks
rose at some distance on both sides. The
lake of Oroomia was perceptible to the
right, five or six miles distant. At Minas,
the village recently mentioned, and a very
small place, we made a few minutes’ halt,
and’ then, avoiding a tract of moist land,
ocofitinued our way over the plain, passing
several -villages, and at length reached
Yaoushanlu. -
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The plain of Selmas, over which we had
travelled, is deseribed with much quaintness
by a Persian autbor, Hamdullah Moostapha
Kasvini, dating from the year 725 of the
Hejira, and his observations are not
without interest at the present moment.
‘““Selmas,” he says, ‘“is in the fourth climate
in longitude from the Fortunate lsles. It
is an extensive city, but its walls are
now falling into decay. The Vizier of
Hadgee-Tadjideen, Ali-Shah-Tabreezee, built
it, and it is 8000 paccs in circumfer-
ence. Its climate inclines to cold, and
its water rises from that Oodeca (valley),
and from the mountaing of Koordistan, and
flows into the sea of Qroomia. It possesses
gardens, and yields excellent fruit and
grapes. Its corn also, and vegetable pro-
ductions in general, are of a superior
quality. Its inhabitants are inveterate
Soonces, (curse be upon them!) and are
congtantly at war with the Koords. -There
is a deadly and perpetual enmity between
them ;.- natural and hereditary blood.feud
which admits not of pacification. X8
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revenue, payable to government, amounts
to 39,200 tomauns.”

This description of the city applies, T ap-
prehend, to Eski-sher, although Dilmaun is
now the principal place on the plain, which
abounds with villages, and is very populous.
There is another description of the district
in the memoirs of Eben Haukul, an oriental
geographer ; and it is also mentioned in
Osmane’s Bibliothéque Orientale.

The road from Yaoushanlu conducted us
over a grassy flat, a continuation of the
plain of Selmas; and after a time we began
again to distinguish the shores of the lake.
The plain became very low and flat, appear-
ing sometimes to be inundated, and a strong
efflorescence of salt extended nearly all
over the surface. Heights, a portion of the
ehain passing between Khoi and Tabreez,
and, which the guide called Kavasmass, rose
about two miles to our left; and'on the
right.we ‘saw the lake, with an -island:and
an) isolated rock rising from its waters. As
if*was less than a mile distant, { rode dowh
to examine it.. The water was extrembely
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saline, as it contains a third more salt than
that of the sea, and from the constant depo-
sition, the edges of the lake appeared $o be
covered with hoar-frost. There was no
vegetation within three or four yards of the
water, and it is said there are no fish in the
lake, though many of the tributary rivers
which empty themselves into its basin,
contain great abundance, particularly of
trout. I observed some large red birds,
with very long legs, walking about in the
water ; and on examining them through the
glass, 1 found they were flamingoes.
Leaving the shore of the lake, we pro-
ceeded to the village of Khaneh-Deh, and
then crossed a broad torrent bed running from
aravine among basaltic-looking heights much
decomposed, and which had a very volcanic
appearance, the purple-reddish rocks resting
on sand and clay. Here two roads leading
along the shore of the lake separated, and
the.guide asked me which he should follow,
observing that one was shorter than the
other, but that there was no water upon it.
I replied, * Follow the shortest, certainly,”
VOL. II. D
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as it conducted over the plain, not at the
moment understanding his reference to the
watge. But we had now fairly commenced
Persian travelling, where the want of the
limpid element, particularly in the hot
season, becomes a serious consideration.

At a long low point near us the water of
the lake was shallow and discoloured ;
and we observed another island, or land
resembling one, between the large isla d
and the west shore of the lake. The day
was excessively hot and oppressive, with a
very strong sunghine; and both our horses
and ourselves suffered much from want of
water. The Sultaun’s horse, which he had
hired at Eski-sher, became fairly knocked
up, and we saw no more of him till after we
had reached Tabreez. The numerous head-
lands and promontories in sight, as we rode
along, gave the scene the aspect of some
parts of the Archipelago, and reminded me
¢f "Hydra and Spezzia, aud other 'lower
islands in the Gulf of Napoli. - Not
a gingle boat of any kind was to be seen on
the lake at this end, although I believe some
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miserable vessels of small size, keep up an
irregular communication between the town
of Oroomia and the opposite shore, towards
Maraga and Tabreez. We crossed a salt
brook running towards the lake with a
great deal of deposit on the banks, which,
as is usual with the beds of salt streams,
looked like an abrupt crack in the soil.

QOur progress over the plain might be
estimated at about a mile in 17 minutes,
being about 3; miles in the hour, which is
rather slower, I think, than the usual rate
of travelling in Persia, with horse or mule
caravans. As we proceeded, a slight mirage
was perceptible: to our front and left.

We continued all day along the shore of
the lake, which, there can be no doubt,
might be made to open up # great deal of
inland traffic, and during my stay at Tabreez,
Malek Kassim Mirza, one of the younger
sons of the late Shah, conversed with me
respecting a design he had in view of build-
ing what he called an English vessel, near a
place of which he was governor, on the
eastern ghore of the lake, and making a be-

D2
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ginning in this direction. The Prince pos-
segsed considerable talent, and had picked
up a knowledge of French and Italian,
which, in a country where they are so little
spoken, was really an astonishing acquisi-
tion, and as he had an excellent memory,
he had, through the medium of books, be-
come familiar with many matters connected
with Europe, very rarely heard of in the
Fast. At the same time he possessed all
the dissipated habits, and that love of
pleasure common to Orientals of rank, and
evinced their customary craving after money,
as providing the means of gratifying his
propensities.

The person he employed to build the
vessel, which he designed to accomplish
such great oBjects, was a Maltese tailor,
who had settled at Tabreez, and made uni-
forms for the British and Persian officers,
The vessel, a cutter, was to be about 50
tons. Unfortunately for the Prince’s object,
however, it was never built, and, after an
absence of several months, the tailor re-
turned to Tabreez, having entirely reformed
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the Prince’s wardrobe, though he had not
even laid the keel of the cutter; and he de-
clared that he had seen nothing in the shape
of coined money the whole time, being merely
paid for his excarsion in pilaws, and other
culinary delicacies, which he shared with
the rest of the Prince’s retainers.

As we still skirted the lake, a distant
snowy range appeared towards Oroomia,
and the soil presented numerous fissures,
edged with crystallized salt. There was an
appearance of a former shore, some fect
higher than the present.

The plain might be looked upon as the
most northerly which partakes of the charac-
ter of the Persian salt deserts ; and these wide
perpendicular cracks are particularly con-
spicuous in that part of the great salt-desert
lying between Koom and Tehraun, at the
spot called the Malek-el-Moat, or Valley of
the Angel of Death, the scene of so many
sﬁfa’éi'sﬁtious tales 'among the Persians,
which I afterwards crossed, and heard the
ustial stories of its being haunted by affrits
and phoules, the latter a kind of land mer-,
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maid, as it has been described, endowed
with the Protean attribute of taking various
forms.

Soon afterwards we came upon a hot,
dry, but apparently fruitful tract, and found
the country-people cutting the barley, which
was very ripe, and appeared to be of excel-
lent quality. A ruinous walled village to
the left proved to be deserted; but at
another, further on, we obtained fresh water
for the first time since leaving the village of
Khaneh-Deh, on the other side of this small
desert. Being much exhausted with hunger
after the extreme heat and fatigue of the
journey, we also purchased a quantity of
bread, which, though baked in the form of
large, pliable, flat cakes, universal through
the East, was prepared with leaven, and was
very white, and of excellent quality.

About two hours afterwards, crossing a
torrent-bed from some heights, we psssed
many gardens and a village, and at length
reached Kuze-Khureh, where we halted for
the niight. The inhabitants, indeed, evinced
som# reluctance to entertain us, and, after
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a long peregrination, to the very extremity
of the town, we were conducted to a house
not only empty and deserted, but at a dis-
tance from any other habitation, and it
became necessary to assume rather a high
tone to procure better accommodation. This
produced the desired effect, and we were
admitted into the house of a Persian Rayat,
which was comfortably arranged, but
horribly infested with mosquitoes. It was,
however, no small satisfaction, after the long
hot day’s journey to find a place where we
could procure shelter, and have our food
properly dressed, being unprovided with the
apparatus for this purpose usually carried
by travellers in Persia.

Our next day’s journey was not so
fatiguing. For some time we still skirted the
shore of the lake of Oroomia, but ultimately
left it behind, and turned towards Tabreez,
passing large villages, surrounded by
opchards and gardens, till at last we came in
sight of the capital.

The first point of the city which we dis-
tinguished was an elevated building of

1 1
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brick, which, from the extreme clearness of
the atmosphere, and flatness of the inter-
vening country, was visible at a great
distance. It rose to a considerable height
above the trees, which formed a dense mass
around it; and at first we conceived it to
be one of the city gates. As we advanced,
we could almost imagine it receded before
us, a8 we seemed never to get nearer; and
I at length determined to ride on briskly
with Yusef Aga, directing the remainder of
the party to join us at the residence of the
British Embassy.

Galloping on, the structure, as we ap-
proached, resolved itself into an immense
quadrangular tower, each front being eighty
paces, while the height is said to be eighty
feet. Its construction is ascribed by the
natives to the celebrated Zobeida, the
wife of the Caliph Haroun-al-Reschid. It
is situated within the ark, or citadel, and
is called a palace, but somé believe it t6
have been a mosque. There are cracks in
the tower as if caused by an earthquake.
The gardens around the town, which extend
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for several miles, are planted with vines and
trees, many of them loaded with fine ripe
fruit.

We reached the gardens about sunset, and
pasged on to the suburbs of the city, which
appeared very populous, abounding with
shops well supplied with excellent butcher’s
meat, and plenty of fine fruit, vegetables, and
the principal necessaries of life. The ex-
terior of the houses, however, had that
earthy unprepossessing aspect, to which one
can only be reconciled by custom, when we
become familiar with their interiors, which are
by no means incommodious, and generally
clean.

The suburbs terminate in an open area of
about a quarter of a mile in breadth, extend-
ing to the ditch which surrounds the walls
of the town. In this space were several
cemeteries guite unenclosed, and not adorned,
as in Turkey, with cypresses or other trees.
Beyond roge the town walls, which are of
brick,, connecting numerous round towers.
‘We proceeded over a drawbridge to the gate,
where we found a guard. of Persian regnldr

D3



58 TABREEZ.

infantry, or Ser-bauz. As we entered the
ancient city, the Royal band, which is only
to be met with where the Shah, or one of
his family, resides, was announcing, with
their discordant music, the hour of sunset.
Their instruments consist of a number of
brass horns of great length, which appeared
to me to give only one note, and an accom-
paniment of drums equally barbarous and
monotonous. The practice of thus saluting
the sun, however, is believed by the Persians
to be of great antiquity, and is adhered to
on this account, although they possess
military music of a decidedly superior
character.

As we passed along, the young sheeahs
addressed many disagreeable epithets to
Yusef Aga, who received them all with
becoming indifference, and we ultimately
arrived, without further interruption, at the
Residency, a large building, surrounded by
» garden, in the midst of the city. Here I
found the other division of our party, who
had gone on before us from Erzeroum, and
were now comfortably established in the
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Northern metropolis. The evening was of
course spent very agreeably under such
circumstances, and it was a satisfaction ‘to
find that the dangers and fatigues of the
journey had made little impression on any
of us.'

During the few days I remained at
Tabreez on this occasion, I visited the
bazaars, the great mosque, and the other
public buildings. The bazaars were mean
and dirty, compared with those of the large
towns of Turkey, although they seemed
abundantly supplied with every commodity,
and were generally thronged with people.
The latter were a turbulent set, and it was
no uncommon sight to see the whole bazaar
in an uproar, in consequence of an affray
between two hostile parties, in which every-
body joined, as in a row in Ireland, the
only difference being that, instead of shile-
laghs, the Persians fought with the formidable
kummer, or short sword of the (aucasus,
whiich is very generally worn' in the ‘morth
of Persian; and, in fact, these scandaloss
stenes made the inhabitants of Turkey
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appear by comparison a civilized popula-
tion.

At Tabreez I heard of an independent
tribe, occupying the country between the
Hekaree and Zaab rivers, who are Chaldean
Christians, and whose religion, T was in-
formed, on the authority of missionaries
who had visited their country, differs but
little from that of the Protestant church.
They have their own bishop, or high-priest,
at Julamerek, a town on the borders of their
country, which is extremely mountainous
and difficult of access, being generally
9000 feet above the level of the sea, and
the highest point in Asia Minor. They pay
tribute only to their ecclesiastical head, and
permit neither Turk nor Persian to enter
the country. They are said to be Nes-
torians, and have maintained their faith, in
this isolated situation, uncorrupted for thir-
teen centuries.

About this time, a: Mussulman Koord, who.
had offered some insult to a female, was
killed in ‘'one of tht¢ Hekaree villages; and-
when the  perpetrator ‘of the deed; was
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claimed by his relatives, the villagers re-
sisted the demand, and drove them from
the place. But the custom of delivering up
a person who hag committed a homicide
to the relatives of the deceased, which was
of such antiquity among the Jews, still
exists in the East, and the relatives gene-
rally receive ¢ the price of blood,” as it is
called, instead of punishing the offender.
A revolting instance of this practice ocourred
while I was at Tabreez. Several men had
killed another man in a brawl, and the ring-
leader was brought into the market-place,
and bastinadoed, to extort the amount
deemed an equivalent by the dead man’s
kindred. A large bundle of rods was placed
begide him, and most of them were broken
in carrying out the punishment, before he
agreed to pay the sum required.

The old mosque at Tabreez, and several
other buildings there, are believed to have
been ,erectéd by Holokoo, an immediate
deseendant of Zinghes Khan, .but are eer-
tainly the work of the Seljookian era, which
was. previous ;to that of Holokog, who
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established the Mogul dynasty. The struc-
tures at Eski-sher, and on the plain of Sel-
mas, as well as the ruins of Rhéh, near
Tehraun, are of the same date.

There is a faussebraie beyond the small
work encloging the ark, or citadel of Tabreez.
Inside are the wall and usual towers, and in
their front a pretty decp ditch, having a
small thin parapet wall and road behind,
about 20 yards broad, and also bastions,
with one gun in each face. The brick is all
sun-dried, but bad and weak, tumbling in
many places. In the left branch of a valley,
without the town, at the base of the hills, I
found an old ruinous structure, like a fort
or castle. It is called the Kalay Raschid—
‘“brave fort,” but perhaps it may rather
refer to the Caliph Haroun-al-Raschid. The
interior is of unbaked bricks, but is faced
with a stone revetment—a wise precaution,
in a country where earthquakes are so
frequent. Two towers below, now filled
with earth, probably fallen fragments—as the
whole country appears to have been torn
up by earthquakes—are commanded by
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another above, which looks over the valley of
Tabreez and the surrounding country. The
castle may have been supplied with water
by a current from the heights at some
distance behind. On heights to the south
there is a perfect position for bombarding
the town. Water runs across it, but in
other respects, it is dry and sterile.
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CaaPTER IV,

Soofian — Position — Merend — Zal — Terrific Thunder-
storm—Ferry of the Aras—Quarantine—Important
Pass—Capabilities of Defence—Fords of the Aras—
Character of the River—Old Julfa—Nakshivan—Tradi-
tion of Noah—The Prince of Persia—Mountain Scenery
—TErivan—Echmiazia—Visit to the Patriarch—Tomb of
Macdonald — Sirdarabad — Important Pass — Position
—Goomri.

Ir is not my intention in these pages to enter
into a further narrative of the extensive
travels I made at this time in Central Asia,
which led me to the southern shores of the
Cagpian in one direction, and to Babylonia
and the Persian Gulf in the other; but as
I returned to Europe through the Caucasus,
paying a second visit to Tabreez, I shall
resume the account of my tour from that
city ; and as I followed the route to Tiflis,
by Goomri, which I had approached with-
in a mile, in the previous yeas, . this will
enable me to complete, from that spot, the
description of the Erzeroum route between
Goomri and the Caucesys, sud to make. o
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few remarks on points of military interest
between Erzeroum and the Russian frontier,
as well as detail in my progress particulars
of a similar nature connected with the
southern bank of the Araxes.

I left Tabreez attended by several ser-
vants, and in three-quarters of an hour
crossed the river by a long bridge of many
arches, and proceeding towards a gap in the
mountains, descended to an extensive plain.

The general appearance of the country
was sterile, but it produces good ecrops.
Villages were rare ; the soil was salt, and the
brooks were brackish. The camel-thorn
was of frequent occurrence. The scene, for
the most part, was a plain, with mountains
in the background, more or less distant.
To the left of Soofian there was an appear-
ance of a rich tract dotted with villages.
The road throughout was excellent.

QOur first day’s journey terminated at
Soofian, which is a good village nestling
under heights in a fine verdant country. At
its entrance we passed Eeliaut tents, and
many mares and cattle. The house where
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we put up had a good Bala-khaneh, or
upper story.

The road from Soofian led us up a valley
between mountains, and a green and broad
valley was reached by a gentle ascent. We
crossed a stream, on which were two mills,
at a distance of half a mile from each other;
and soon afterwards passed a tumulus,
looking like a heap of stones and rubbish.
In the valley, which here and there was
marshy, we saw some horned cattle, and
goats and sheep appeared on the heighta.
To the north was a position. The road was
all very good for carriages. At one point
we commanded a good view of a long pass
in our front, with a shorter range to the
rear, and up a valley above us, but the spot
being commanded from the west might be
turned. Emerging from a deep chasm in the
mountain we saw a fine old brick caravan-
serai, with four towers, faced at the base
with stope, and the foundations of another
building of old stone. A village ealled
Kara-Tepek was discernible up in the
mountains, and the moubtain-tops mwere
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sprinkled withsnow. A long descent, cross-
ing occasional spurs, and branches of water-
courses led through the village of Deeza into
a valley. Merend, with its mud castle on a
neighhouring height, was visible in front,
peering from among pleasant gardens,
watered by clear streams. The country here
was much greener, though the trees showed
some withered leaves; and the weather,
among the hills, was very cool and pleasant.

We reached Merend before our baggage,
and the Ket-koda’s deputy was at first
very uncivil. He pointed to a bad quarter
in the place, near his house, without a court
for horses; but we soon brought him to rea-
son, and he then assigned us a better abode.

Merend is a much larger place than
Soofian, and contains probably 1000
houses, with bazaars, &c. Its aspect is
cheerful and agreeable in the extreme.
The houses stand in pleasant gardens, con-
taining many ' fruit, poplar, and other
trees, and the fresh verdure around be-
speaks frequent rain. We had, indeed, a
heavy shower in the afternoon, and during
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the night there was a great fall. Things
begin here to partake less of a Persian
complexion, although the houses and
buildings are still constructed in the same
style. We were told that Zal was the only
village between Merend and the ferry.

On leaving Merend we crossed a de-
lightful and fertile plain, possessing a
rich soil, highly cultivated, and the castor-
oil plant was seen in very large quan-
tities. From an elevated plain beyond
we looked down on Merend, and crossing a
bridge, reached a commanding spot, whence
we could see all the plain behind. Just
beyond was a fine position, looking to the
same quarter, but extensive, and destitute
of wood. A fine wide flat, well cultivated,
terminated in a gorge in the mountains,
through which the road ran. Again de-
scending, the road passed some hummucky
heights, and over a small rich plain to the
village of Zal, situated on the byow ' of a
height. - It is quite a mountain village, ot
not & poor one, and we were redeived ‘well
by peeple eomfortably apparelied, &nd%on-{

f



ZAL 69

ducted to a clean cottage The situation is
elevated and cold, as water boils at 202°.
The soil, which is good and deep, is well
watered, though we heard that apples were
the only fruit produced, and there were but
few trees in the village. We saw a number
of ploughs drawn by four oxen, with a boy
on the leaders. My host here, an Eeliaut,
and a native of Fars, in the service of the
governor of Merend, was a very civil active
fellow, and immediately offered me his house,
dispossessing his wife without ceremony,
and removing to another tenement. Before
my baggage arrived he offered me his couch,
and brought me a present of melons and
apples.

The thermometer would make this place
no higher than Tabreez, otherwise, from the
coldness of the air and our general ascent,
we could not but have formed a different
conclusion. The first part of the day was
cloudy, though without rain, but the after
noeon was brighter. A dry easterly wind
blowing all day parched the skin vety
much. In the evening there was rain with
thunder.
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From Zal the road was not very bad,
though sometimes stony. The valley on
both sides is at this point well calculated
for the erection of batteries.

Passing over a plain, highly cultivated
and very fertile, producing great quantities
of hemp, cotton, castor, &c., we encountered
one of the heaviest thunderstorms I ever
witnessed, with torrents of rain mingled with
large hail-stones, and accompanied by a cold,
cutting wind from the north, against which
the tempest moved. The lightning was
thrown, as it were, in handfuls from the
clouds, spreading in every direction in long
horizontal zig-zag lines, and the roll of the
thunder resembled a continued heavy fire of
cannon and musketry.

A thunderbolt fell in our front, near the
road, and with such & noise and dazzling
light that my horse, which was going at a
hand gallop, drew up on his haunches, and,
dashing off the road in great alarm, cdrried
me some distance into the opposite fields,
When I brought him back to the spot he
stood snorting and trembling for some time, .
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with his eye directed to the spot where the
electric fluid had entered the ground, and I
had considerable difficulty in getting him to
pass near it. I can indeed say, from per-
sonal experience, that the reputation for
violent thunderstorms, which is attached to
the neighbourhood of the Araxes, is well-
founded.

Soon afterwards the road, before reaching
the river, dipped among broken ground, and
we found it slippery and difficult from the
heavy rain, but as we neared the stream it
became more gravelly and smooth. Close
to the ferry, on the southern side, was a poor
ill.constructed fort, in the usual Persian
style, facing the Russian quarantine on the
opposite bank.

Crossing the Aras by a ferry-boat, we pre-
gented ourselves at the quarantine, a group
of ten or twelve miserable mud-huts, dug on
the side of the bank. A Russian serjeant,
who .took possession of us, installed me in
one of the huts, Our horses had to remain
in the gpen air, as there were no stables at
the:quarantine. In the eveming a sentinek
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was posted in front of the hut, where he
continued during the night; and I heard
him talking to himself and singing in the
low tremulous style of the country, and oc-
casionally uttering groans, yawns, and ex-
clamations, and even laughing by turns, as
different humours seized him.

The next morning was delightfully clear,
and a sharp northerly wind was tempered
by bright sunshine. The quarantine is
nearly in the centre of a modcrately-sized
plain, picturesquely bounded by mountains.
To the south is the range towards Persia,
which here looked bolder than on the oppo-
site side, and was now topped with snow.
The mountain range to the north-east was
covered nearly half-way down with snow,
while lower ridges, in other directions, were
bare to the summit, and still presented the
burnt-ochry look so peculiar to Persian
mountains, and first apparent on the Aras.
This has a fine effect as the background of &
landscape, giving it a warm purple tint;
but removed from other objects it ig. dpeary
and distressing. In such a region vegetghle
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and animal life seem extinct, though both
are to be fonnd in these mountains. Eagles,
hawks, the large mountain partridge, called
the cubk-i-derréh, which is the size of a
young turkey, and the small cubk, or red-
legged mountain partridge, a beautiful va-
riety of the European bird, but having the
slate-coloured feathers of the pigeon blendcd
with its plumage, are very numerous, as are
many other wild fowls. Among the quadru-
peds are the wild goat, or ibex, the wild
sheep, wild ass, antelopes, wolves, foxeg,
&c.; and the vegetable creation is repre-
sented by various mountain plants, which
thrive during the long droughts of summer,
and in winter are buried under the snow.
The pass we had just traversed is one of
great tactical importance to Persia, but is,
as usual, quite neglected. If seized by
Russia—which could easily be done by a
coup, de main—there is nothing to prevent a
forod” $rom advancing direct to the cap%ta.l
bfAdetbijan, without the trouble of th

m détow, for the other 'helgﬁ
"’W&v {MJT?EHN%
defended by all the forces Persia eonklmv
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mand, would be carried without difficulty by
a more regular force. There is, no doubt,
another pass, if not more, from the Aras
towards Khoi, which an enemy could em-
ploy ; but everything which causes delay,
trouble, and loss to an advancing force in
such operations is so much gained, and this
furnishes a strong motive for closing direct
routes, such as the one described, whenever
it is practicable. This pass is capable of
eagy defence. In the first place, there is a
good position for a strong force about three
miles from the right bank of the river, con-
sisting of the last and lowest range of
heights, which a few redoubts would greatly
strengthen, About three miles fyrther
back is the commencement of the pass; ap
excellent road leading between the two
points above mentioned, over the plain,
The mouth of the pass is flanked by some
jow .glacis-like heights, and behind these it
Phdomes & rugged defile,, where, colnming
ooudd oply, advance With a very smali, front,
while they would be exposed the,whole, way
te,she musketry; five of light tropps M
Sk, and e, opcasianally.stopped: aliage-



CAPABILITIES OF DEFENCE 75

ther by the occupation of strong points to
the front. Permanent fortifications would
render it exceedingly strong, and the spot
is one which a wise and active government
would naturally select as a situation for a
place d’armes. The great importance of the
situation for checking an enemy’s operations,
the richness of the neighbourhood, and its
vicinity to an enemy’s country (at this spot
not of very easy defence), being all borne in
mind, it seems a most eligible site for a gar-
rison town; and there are, no doubt, many
other such points along the frontier the whole
way from Mount Ararat to the Caspian.

It is unnecessary here to enlarge further
on the consequences of the loss of Aderbijan
and Gillan (which must go with it) to Persia,
as they must be apparent, and a glance at
the map will show at once the extreme
importance of their jealous preservation.
In’ thaf frontier country, a large diseiplined
f0r88] Such 'as Russia could put forth,; might
go %ithhi‘ into camp or winter cantonments
gt aﬁ& 'time, secure of supplies, and :on
tdddd where they could act readily ; énd,
frowi WHAET 84w of the conntey hetwaen the
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Koflan-koh and Tehraun, I should say that
it is one where a manceuvring (that is a dis-
ciplined) army would have greatly the
advantage, as it possesses none of those
strong points or difficult tracts, which bring
combatants of a different character more upon
alevel. Between Tabreezand Oujan, indeed,
there are some heights possessing strength,
if skilfully occupied. From there to Miana
the ground is all in favour of disciplined
troops, such as Persia does not possess.
The Koflan-koh pass is very defensible in
itself, but it is asserted that both flanks may
be turned. It lies between two rivers, the
Kizzel Ouzan and a tributary stream.

The Aras is crossed on a kind of lozenge-
shaped raft, which can carry six horses and
seven or cight men. It has sides of about a
yard high, and is rowed across with oars.
The distance is apparently from about 70
to 80 yards—Porter calls it 503 but the
channel shows it is sometimes much broader.
Its present depth was inconsiderable, and
there were fords near us at a short distance.
The current was rapid, probably six or
geven miles an hour.
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The river is quite fit for pontoons; and
the fullest breadth cannot, from the appear-
ance of the channel, be so much as 200
yards. The channel is here well-defined,
—ecven the limit of floods, to which the
situation of the quarantine shows that it
is not very subject. At Khagasman, where
I had passed in the previous year, it is
very broad, flat, and undefined, and the
river is more rapid.

At this spot, the branches between the
three islands and the shore scemed, at the
present season, to afford practicable fords,
and, indeed, the quarantine chief observed
that that situation would not do for the
quarantine, because the river there could be
so easily passed. There are, however,
heights on the left or Russian side, which
could be easily fortified, and they command
the fordsand opposite shore, where advanced
works, commanded from the left bank,
would naturally be constructed at the same
time. Below the quarantine the river
is in general too deep to ford, and is {oo
rapid. Higher up, it is bordered with
heights, and therefore most available to a

L2
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disciplined orce; and this would facilitate
the passage of troops or the formation of
pontoon bridges at the heights above the
quarantine, from the Russian side. At old
Julfa, on the contrary, the heights on the
tight side are quite impregnable from that of
Russia, and command a view of everything
occurring on it, while they hide the ground
in their rear

I left the quarantine to visit the ancient
city of Julfa, which I reached in about half
an hour. It contains many stone buildings,
and the remains of an old church and
cemetery. A noble bridge, the work of
Augustus, once stood here, of which only
the abutments and four piers of polished
stone remain. From pier to pier seemed
about fifty yards. The river at present
only passed between one pier on the right
bank, and the abutment on that side.

About 300 yards from the bridge is an
isolated building resembling a tomb, and
evidently an old Armenian work. The
interior was heaped with stones. The
" people said 'a Russian had caused it to be
whitened inside. The style seems to have
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been a mixture of the Greek and Arabesque,
or early Mussulman. The residents in the
place, who are the melancholy remains of
the ancicnt .Armenians of Julfa, said that
the tower and church were both built by a
“virgin” — no doubt one of peculiar
sanctity—and from pious motives. They
resemble one another sufficicntly to lead to
the supposition that they were erected about
the same time.

At the islands, as the river is so much
divided, and its banks so low, no great body
of water can ever be forced through any one
channel, so as to render the passage difficult.
Judging from the breadth of these divided
beds, and the appearance of the ripple,
‘they must be shallow generally. On the
opposite side, all the flat is distinctly seen
from the heights for a distance of two miles.
A point just below the old bridge of Julfa
seems best calculated for crossing the
heights from the right bank to the left, the
former being there all much higher than the
latter. A passage up the valley, not, 1
think, within range of either ridge, proceeds
as far as the road. Below the quarantine,



80 RUINS OF ST, STEPHEN'S.

the river is rapid, running in a deep
channel. Both sides are flat, and the
middle of the stream is the frontier
line.

Having been informed that our probation
at the quarantine had expired, we prepared
to resume our journey on the following day.
The morning was grey and a little cloudy,
but the atmosphere was pleasant, and had
that moderate degree of humidity which is
agreeable to a European.

The chief of the quarantine, mounted on
an active little Arab-looking horse, and
attended by his Georgian interpreter, ac-
companied us as a convoy for an hour and a
half. He pointed out, as we rode along,
the ruins of an old castle or monastery, on
the summit of a precipitous mountain over
the Aras, beyond Julfa, which I imagine
were those of St. Stephen’s, shown in
Monteith’s map, lying, according to that
authority, just at the junction of the Dereh
Sham River, which flows from Khoi. High
mountains continued on both sides, our
direction being north by west; and we ad-
vanced up a gradual slope till the country,
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opening on our right, exposed a fine preci-
pitous mountain, the Eelan Dagh, (moun-
tain of serpents), in advance of a snowy
range.

Here a descent began to a fine plain,
watered by a river, and we came in view of
Nakshivan. The plain is a fine rich tract,
but the culture is very limited, and the
villages arc in no proportion to what ought
to exist. The mountain scenery is pic-
turesque, and the scason causing partial
showers to pass across their tops from time
to time, added to this effect. The road,
a splendid natural way over gravel, and
quite smooth, is fit for carriages; and we
met, what we had not scen for some time,
a sort of open waggon, drawn by a pair
of good horses. The road then varied
a little occasionally, and low heights
occurred. The river Aras, which seemed
about four miles to our left, meandered
through the plain. We crossed several
streams and a watercourse, descending from
the' northward, the main branch of the
Nakshivan river, but now, from the season
and from irrigation, quite dry. Near this
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spot are the remains of an old brick bridge,
of three arches, in a very dilapidated state.
We met some hunters who had killed an
ibex or mountain goat, as large as a fine
fallow deer of eight years old, and having
immense horns like a ram’s. We bought
the two haunches for two shillings, and it
proved very good.

Nakshivan, where we soon afterwards
arrived, presented a far worse appearance
than similar towns in Persia, being in a ruined
and very miserable condition. The police
master was very obliging. He was enjoy-
ing.the true Russian luxury of a fur-lined
dressing-gown, covering a shirtless interior
and unwashed skin ; and when I reached his
abode, about four o’clock, had probably just
risen from the siesta usual among Russians
in the south. A few soldiers moving here
and there in rusty great-coats, and an occa-
sional officer riding about with an important
air, bespoke the presence of a battalion of
troops. The country people adopt the
Georgian dress, which, though picturesque,
is rather fantastic; and the long pendant
sleeves of the shortened outer garment,
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give it even more the appearance of female
costume than the Persian habit, and the
men are more smoothfaced and beardless
than those further south. Two custom-
house officials made their appearance soon
after my arrival, but gave no trouble.
They were followed by some military
visitors, who had all the brusque manner
usual in Russian officers, without the suavity
I had experienced in the little chief of the
quarantine at Julfa.

The Armenians assign to Nakshivan the
traditional renown of being the scat or
residence of Noah after the Deluge, and
say the word means the ‘“first resting-place
in their ancient tongue. It is three days’
journey from Mount Ararat, as persons of
the country now travel; but its fine rich
plain gives probability to the hypothesis.

Having heard much of the excellence of
the Nakshivan melons, I sent for some : they
were of the same kind as those of Tehraun
and Ispahan, but greatly inferior in sweet~
ness and flavour. Some grapes accompa-
nied them, but though fine and large, they
were not comparable in ripe rich flavour to
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the common grapes found in every garden
of Tabreez.

In the evening various bands paraded the
town with squeaking pipesand tambourines
which, I fully believe, are the very same
that were in use among the ancients in
rural life, and a great din they made. They
are very fit for such bacchanalian satur-
nalia as, from the accompanying shouts, I
thought the performers were then celebrat-
ing, but it proved to be a marriage festivity.

Our road from Nakshivan led over the
fine plain, keeping, at first, a little north of
Mount Ararat, now in view, and afterwards
passing on heights towards it. A Russian
party of an officer and about twenty in-
fantry were just before us; and most of the
men, who were heavily loaded, halted fre-
quently. The officer and his baggage-animal
kept in advance, and we did not pass him
for nearly an hour. About the same time
we met some fine showy horsemen in Mussul-
man costume, in the Circassian style, with
much scarlet in their own and their horses’
equipments. We were afterwards told that
these were followers of Hassein Khan, who,
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when Sirdar of Erivan, delivered that place
to the Russians, and entered the Czar’s
service, but ultimately died at Ispahan, in
great want, having proceeded there to en-
deavour to recover his confiscated property.

After passing some table-land, strewn
with guantities of squared stones, more than
a yard in diameter, we entered the village of
Gooran, and obtained a clean quarter at the
Government stanitza, under the direction of
a young Russian serjeant, apparently be-
longing to some good family.

The heat during the two or three hours
previous had been most oppressive, but the
road was good, presenting occasional heights
over the plain, offering positions of passage.

In the evening, hearing horses ordered to
be prepared with all dispatch for some one
at the post-stanitza where we lodged, I
made inquiries as to the cause, and found
that a party of Russian soldiers (pro-
bably those we had passed) had taken a
melon from a garden, or field, somewhere in
the neighbourhood ; on which the peasant
to whom it belonged, had wounded one or
them in the thigh with the kummer, of
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dirk, which they all wear: and as the man
had to proceed on his march, no house be-
ing near, he had soon bled to death. The
horses were for the officer, who mecant to
pursue the man, who had fled to Nakshivan,
and to have him apprehended. The resolute
resistance of the Mussulman population here,
to any excess of the soldiery, evinces a
wide-spread disaffection among them. I
heard at Julfa that a whole party of sol-
diers were soundly beaten at a village by
the peasants, for trying to obtain possession
of water for irrigation; but, in this region,
water is almost as valuable as the crop
itself, and is dealt out to the agriculturists
in shares, as in Persia.

The morning was again clear, but Mount
Ararat, covered with clouds, was seen with
difficulty.  Crossing a plain flanked by
distant ranges, a branch from the main
road carried us down a valley among
heights at first rocky, and afterwards
gravelly, till we reached the river, when
we skirted a flat covered with tumuli,
and where we observed great flights of
dun-coloured wild ducks. Hence we as-
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cended a ridge with a high gravelly mound
running down its centre, and ending in a
bridge.

In Monteith’s map, one of the best yet
published, a good ford is marked on the
Araxes, on a line between Nakshivan and
Khurseh. This seems a good point for closing
that road strategically. Monteith places
the ruins of Artaxata at Sood-houd, close
to the river, and ncar a bridge, about four
hours off. The true site of Artaxata, in
my opinion, still remains doubtful. From
the vestizes we saw there can be little
doubt that a town, much more ancient than
the Mahommedan era, must have stood
hercabouts. The Dblocks on the hill are
very large and massive, and evidently old
and timeworn. The bridge has been built
of a hard sandstone without, and the inside
of the picrs filled with large lumps of basalt,
fastened together with lime. Its situation,
at a spot on the river where the banks
are high, avoiding the construction of arti-
ficial approaches, marks a Roman, not a
Persian origin. The same may be said
of the structure of the arch, which is
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wider, and neither of the Persian nor Arabic
form.

At the old bridge we found a Russian
guard occupying a hut a little below ; and
the serjeant in charge, sceing us approach,
came out and told us that nobody was
allowed to cross the river there. This
measure has been adopted to prevent emi-
gration, and to compel all persons coming
across the frontier to perform quarantine.

Our course was now towards Ararat, over
a plain and the base of some counterforts,
till we reached Shah-Tacht. Ilere we found
an old stone fort, or enclosure, with towers,
based, as is often the casc at similar places
in Turkey, on an old wall of large blocks.
A fine stream passes near, and a castle of
some kind, as various relics attest, had
existed here previously to the preseut one.
As we advanced over the plain, which has a
fine rich soil, and is well watered and culti-
vated, many villages appeared in our front,
and we passed through and near several.
At Narashine we put up again at the post-
station, which is usually the most convenient
place on this route.
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The next morning was cold and over-
cast, clouds covering the mountains, and a
north wind blowing, awakened a feeling as
of approaching snow. Before leaving Na-
rashine I walked out by the brook which
flows past, through a very rich alluvial
plain. A fine large village, Zaiva-derbend,
lies about a mile distant. At nine o’clock
we mounted, and resumed our journey, and
as there are two roads to Astarck, our next
station from Narashine, I went, without
inquiring particularly, on that which lcads
pearest the mountains, lying to the right of
the other, as T had heard that the heir to
the Persian throne, who had been to meet the
Einperor of Russia, at Erivan, was to take
that road on his return, and I wished to
see him. T inquired as to his progress
from the first pcople we met likely to
know, and who, as it proved, were in
charfe of some of the Prince’s baggage ;
and from them I learnt that he had gone by
the lower road, on account, I believe, of his
carriage. Accordingly, I struck across in
that dircction ; but found the plain deep,
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and intersected with brooks and ditches.
At last, however, after nearly an hour of
heavy riding and occasional gaﬂoping, 1
caught sight of a cavalcad‘e‘ and’a ca:magh,
and made haste to intercept them. Havmg
reached ‘some good turf I was enabled to
approaeh them rapidly ; and crossing a ditch,
entercd the road close to the escort which
accompanied the party.
The young prince, now Shah of Persia,
with his immediate attendants, was on
_horseback some way in advance; and the
,” carriage, drawn by four horses, was occupied
by his maternal uncle, the Ameer-i-Nizam,
or Commander of the regular troops, whom
I bad met before in Persia, and though it
was probably the first journey he had made
in such a conveyance, he, as well as a white-
turbaned Moolah who sat beside him,
appeared quite at home. His reception was
courtcous and obliging, for the Persians are
almost always polite; and he expressed
regret that time and circumstances did not
permit a longer interview.,
He struck me as presenting a good speci-
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men of an old Persian gentleman,—plain
and neat, but costly in his attire ; his beard
and joolfs (side locks) carefully dyed of a
brilliant black, contrasting with his clear
wax-like complexion. The party generally
looked very well, and probably included
some Caucasians in Russian employ, for T
observed that many wore the Circassian
dress, so much in vogne even among the
Russians themselves in those provinces.
On the other hand, there is an evident
tendency to copy Russian style among the
Persian cmploy¢s of Aderbijan. The half-
military half-Oriental costume of Russia is
well calculated to attract the Persians.
They admire its show and tinsel; for
every thing addresses itself to the eye in
Persia.

The road, which passed through a low
gorge in the range, is excellent the whole
way. Astarck seemed to lie just below the
range bounding the plain ; but the weather
was 8o bad, with a furious wind direct in
our teeth, and piercingly cold, and a thick
dark atmosphere, that I could hardly dis-
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tinguish objects at any distance, and gallop-
ing on, I determined to make the day’s
march short. But though the wind felt so
bitterly cold, thce thermometer only stood
at 45° Fahr,

We reached the station at Astarek at one
o’clock. A fine plain seem to stretch the
whole way to Mount Ararat from behind
the village. Other mountains, rising to a
very considerable height, and covered with
snow high up, were at no great distance.
The cold incrcased in the evening; but
the chimncys of the Stanitza were so in-
tolerably smoky, that we were obliged to
put out the fire.

After a severe frosty night, we had a
beautiful sunny morning, showing Ararat
most clear and distinet to the summit, as if
not a mile distant. Its volcanic origin is
very apparent from this spot, with the
morning sun shining bright upon its crags,
and even the great tracts now covered with
snow, exhibited the same characteristies in
a very conspicuous manner, Its form, from
whatever point it is observed, is very
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imposing ; and it is perhaps the grandest
mountain I have ever seen. The smaller
peak, which is 8000 feet high, looks very
like Vesuvius. The great peak has some re-
semblance to Etna, but the latter is not so
tapering, and has a broader base in propor-
tion to its height. It iz above 12,000 feet in
altitude.

We left the station at Sadareck at nine
o’clock, and at half-past four reached that at
Ardisheer, a prettily situated village, for-
merly surrounded by walls and towers of
hardened clay, in the Persian style, now
much dilapidated, and indeed almost in
ruins. It contains a church, which has
recently been furnished with bells. Ararat
makes a noble appearance from here, rising
majestically and at once above the green
plain, and having just enough of mountainous
scenery near it to demonstrate its immensely
greater magnitude.

At this place we found the people beatmg
out their corn in the end of October, just as
I saw them occupied in May in Persia,
many miles to the south-east ; but they keep
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it stacked in this country for some time
previous to threshing it out. The plain
here was again covered with villages, but
as the one we were in was almost uninha-
bited, this was no sign of population.

Another delightful clear morning broke
upon us, and, indecd, it would be impos-
sible to imagine any weather in early winter
more propitious and genial than we now
enjoyed. The scenery continued grand and
pleasing. The mountains, mantled half way
down with snow, were dazzlingly white,
while the plain below was perfectly green,
and over all the sky appeared of the deepest
blue. At night the frost was sharp, but as
soon as the sun arose the cold was succceded
by a gradually incrcasing warmth equal to
that of an English summer. In the morn-
ing there was not a breath of air, every-
thing being perfectly still. Altogether it
was one of the endless varieties of climate
gmrking different regions of the globe, and
which, like everything else, seem not to
be precisely the same in any two in-
stances.
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After taking a sketch and some bearings
on the plain, I once more mounted, and
riding out of the village, crossed a fine
river, running in many branches from the
snowy range down a deep valley. Sloping
heights exhibiting fine cultivation, and dotted
with a great number of villages, were
succeeded by a sterile valley, and as we
ascended higher the country grew more
barren and stony, though a rich plain, with
many villages, and pasturing numerous
flocks, was visible in our front. TFrom a
steep crest we obtained soon afterwards a
view towards Erivan, which, after a descent,
we entercd at three o’clock.

Erivan stands in a strong situation on the
left bank of the river Zenghi, an affluent of
the Araxes. It is surrounded by old stone
works, which, although incapable of resist-
ing long a regular attack, would, if repaired,
present a considerable obstacle to a Persian
or Turkish army, though on the west side
where the river flows betwecn precipices,
they were then altogether dilapidated, and
seemed never to have been much beholden
to art.
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A good stone bridge exists below, on
which I remarked that several guns in the
fortress were pointed. At a short distance
on the right bank are heights, from whence
shells might be thrown into the place from
heavy pieces. From the bridge wé pro-
ceeded to the northern portion of the town,
which is large, and contains some pretty
open spots, sprinkled with treces. There are
also some fine mosques and tolerable bazaars,
the latter roofed with wood, and containing
a good assortment of commodities, princi-
pally of Russian fabrication. An old castle
close by is overlooked by the town.

Leaving the town we walked towards the
river, which flows through a most romantic
and rich valley to the west. Its banks on
one gide are precipitous, and on the other
rise in rocky terraces, covered with vines,
and higher up, forming gardens. Beyond, a
tract of gardens, vines, and wood, consti-
tute, with the plains and mountains in the
distance, one of the most beautiful pros-
pects I remember. Here the Emperor
Nicholas had not long before beheld, for the
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first time, the southern ecxtremity of his
mighty empire, extended thus far even in his
own reign, the summit of Mount Ararat
clearly marking its present boundary.

From Erivan two military roads conduct
to Tiflis. The most direct, by Delijaun and
Lake Goutcha, is about 150 miles in length.
The other, going considerably round, skirts
the frontier as far as Goomri, where it
leaves to its left the road whichpassesthrough
Akalzik to Redout-Kalleh on the Black Sea.
It then takes a more casterly direction,
passes over two mountain ranges, and joins
the Delijaun road close to Tiflis. 1 deter-
mined to follow the road by Goomri, in
order to examine the fortress which I had
seen under construction from the opposite
bank of the Arpachai river, on my previous
visit to its vicinity.

On leaving Erivan we followed a broad
and excellent road, which carried us through
a very agreeable country to Echmiazin,
which we saw, with its singular isolated
churches, at some distance. I proceeded at
onge to the Procureur, as be is called, to
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whom I had brought a letter, and found him
in the amiable Russo-Georgian dishabille
of the siesta. He was an intelligent ci-
devant, handsome man, with a bright Geor-
gian complexion and snow-white hair. After
some conversation, he accompanied me to
the palace of the Patriarch, an enclosure of
some extent, with walls and towers, and
containing, besides the great church and
the dwelling of the chief prelate, the scnate
house, the library, a printing-office, and a
school, as well as a place of lodging for tra-
vellers and various other buildings, all clean
and ncat in appearance. The Procureur con-
ducted me to the presence of the Patriarch,
whom I found seated in much form, at the
head of a large apartment on the patriarchal
throne, under a canopy. In the room were
various other high ecclesiastics, who occu-
pied chairs on each side. The Procurcur,
as well as every onc present, treated the
Patriarch with an exfraordinary show of
respect, bowing most profoundly and kiss-
ing his hand, and the merchant (to whose
care one of the letters I had brought from
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Tehraun was addressed), presented it to the
Prelate on his knees. The Patriarch, who
was habited in long robes of purple velvet,
wore on his breast a large star in jewels—
a Russian order—and his stole, or head-gear,
was adorned with a diamond cross. The
room was luxuriously fitted up, the windows
of stained glass, hung with curtains of
damask, admitting a subdued light on the
rich Persian carpets.* In a hall through
which we passed, there were several daubed
representations of Armenian kings, very
handsomely framed, and said to have been
taken from effigies, found in old manuseripts 3
and, at the top of the apartment, a portrait
of the reigning monarch of Russia, now, I pre-
sume, considered sovereign also of the ancient
Armenian kingdom, stood out from the wall
—the eternal boots of the Czar in this in-
stance pecring from beneath imperial robes.
The whole figure, a greater daub in execution

* T had lately an opportunity of observing at Jerusalem,
and several other places in Syria, that the Armenian eccle-
siastical establishments there, also under Russian protec-
tion, are similarly fitted up. N
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than any of the others, had a mock-heroic
air and expression rather ludicrous. The
portraits of Futti Ali Shah and his sons,
which abound in the Persian royal build-
ings, are in their own way greatly better
than that of the Russian emperor.

It is interesting to compare the actual
state of this ecclesiastical establishment
with what it was when Morier described it,
at the time of Sir Gore Ouseley’s visit.
The Patriarch and all his ccclesiastics, then
humble and submissive, came out to meet
the Ambassador on foot : now he received
letters on a British Minister’s business
from a person on his knces. It is evident
that a part of Russia’s policy is to place
the Armenian Patriarch on the footing of
the highest dignitarics of her own church,

good policy it is; for the Armenians
are much gained over by these marks of
congideration. The disgust of the Mus-
sulmans is in proportion, but to this no
weight is attached, as the object of Russia
is to establish on the frontier a population
solely Christian.
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The Patriarch .was a venerable figure,
though a long white beard, with his impos-
ing costume, disguised a rubicund and some-
what ordinary countenance. He was very
hospitable, and his manner was kind. He
expressed a desire to mect fully the wishes
of the ambassador respecting the monument
of the late Sir John Macdonald, which is
placed in a very conspicuous and honourable
situation, necar that of his predecessor in the
patriarchal chair, on the right hand of the
portico of the church, to which it is indeed
ornamental, being a chaste and classical
cenotaph of Carrara marble, with an inscrip-
tion in three tongues, Persian, Greek, and
English, as follows :—* Ilere are deposited
the remains of Lt.-Col. Sir John Macdonald,
K.L.S., who died at Tabrcez, on the 10th
of June, MDCCOXXX,, in the fiftieth year
of his age, when Envoy Ixtraordinary from
the Supreme Governwent of Dritish India
to the King of Persia. In testimony of their
estimation of important services, ably and
suceessfully performed, under circnmstances
of unusual difficulty, the Court of Directors
have erected this monument to his memory.”
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No more becoming place of sepulture
could have been selected than Echmiazin
for the mortal remains of Sir John Mac-
donald—I believe his own choice ; and all
who have read the account of his wander-
ings through the Ottoman Empire,* and his
Persian memoir, must, I think, consider it
a judicious one. His ashes repose, as it
were, on the threshold of Asia, the scene
of his useful life, passed, as he himself
describes it, ‘“among the storms of for-
tune,”—and on the nearest spot where the
Christian faith, though far from pure, is
free and dominant.

The original church is said to be more
than fifteen centurics old. The style within
reminds one of the oldest Italian churches:
withont, it has the fretted scmi-Gothic
aspect of the buildings at Ani. The interior
is dark, and requires repair. There are
several pictures—one of Christ receiving
the children, a gift from Sir Robert orter,
executed, I believe, by his own pencil, and

* He was better known as a traveller, under the name
of Matdonald Kinneir,
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a Madonna and Child, crowned and jewelled,
presented by an Armenian artist. On the
wall to the left is a stone with a Greck
inscription, apparently sepulchral, It dis-
plays the Greek cross, surrounded by a
scroll, invoking a blessing on all the people
of God’s church; below is another invoca-
tion, seeking pardon for the sins of His
servant, the Archimandrite Daniel, with the
Jewish monogram I.C.K. Bchind the church
I came on a row of very ancient stones,
resembling tombs, curiously carved with
crosses. At the east end of the building,
in rear of the palace, stands the scnate
house. The laws of the Armenian church
are preserved here, and on a table, in a
gilded case like a Parisian clock, is the
charter in Russian from the Emperor, con-
ferring, 1 was told, various rights on the
church of Echmiazeen.

I was very hospitably lodged in the por-
tion of the palace appropriated to travellers,
and the Bishop,* next in rank to the Intend-

» In the Armenian church, neither the rank nor the
fanctions of a bishop seem to correspond with those of
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ant of the establishment, who was himself
indisposed; and atalkative Bishop from
Persian Julfa, who, I was afterwards in-
formed, had becn obliged to leave that
ecclesiastical locality in consequence of irre-
gularities in private life, did me the honour
to keep me company at dinner.

The library contains some curious Arme-
nian manuscripts, as well as many books
in that language, several of the former
were from 400 to 600 years old, and a
number were illuminated, including some of
the New Testament, exccuted 200 years ago
at Constantinople. The old Armenian manu-
scripts are in the finest character. The
character now uscd, it appears, was invented
about 900 years ago, by a monk, who, it is
said, also invented the Georgian alphabet,
and two others. The collection had but
few books, and was in other respects very
slender. At the printing-office, which we
visited next, we found several presses at
work, printing theological productions. The

the same dignitary in the Roman Catholic and other
western chuxches,
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school, which was conducted by an Arme-
nian brought up at Moscow, finished our
round, and was not the least interesting
visit. The schoolmaster had only arrived
a month before, and pleaded this as the
reason for his having so few classes at work.
At present, the teaching was confined to
Armenian; but Latin, Russian, and even
French were contemplated. The rooms
were clean and well kept, like those of such
institutions at Petersburg, Moscow, &e.
The master seemed an intelligent man, and
intended, he said, to explore the old manu-
seripts in the library on Armenian history,
an interesting and wide field for rescarch.
After this agreceable halt we resumed
our journey, and the road sweeping to the
left, to avoid the higher ground, traversed a
finely-cultivated tract, crossing several water-
courses and brooks, and at four o’clock we
reached Sirdarabad. Here there was a very
good station-house, which was well fitted
up, having been prepared as a sleeping-
place for the Emperor on his journey, who
dined and passed the night here. The best
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room had the unwonted luxury of window
curtains made of green silk, and chairs
covered with the same, brought here ex-
pressly for the occasion. The building,
which was new, was larger than usual, and
had probably been made of the exact size
required for the Imperial suite. Sirdarabad
has been walled with unbaked bricks like
the Persian villages. The walls stand and
have been repaired, but the town has dis-
appeared. A few houses, indecd, still exist,
inhabited chiefly, I believe, by Armenians
from Byazeed.

In pursuing this route, it is evident, on
reference to the map, what have been the
motives of the Russian Government in
tracing their frontier line with the wvan-
quished nation; for as soon as the river
Araxes becomes a bad frontier, from the
plains extending on its banks, then, in-
stead of a narrow strip of land at the base
of mountains on the Russian side, Mount
Ararat and its chain become the boundary—
on the plea probably of its having been part of
Persian Erivan, but in reality in order: that
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no remnant of Persia should remain between
Russia and Turkey, so that she might be
close to the passes leading into that country.
To a nation advanced in the art of war, the
possession of one half of a pass leading
into the territory of a pecople who are not
s0, is nearly equivalent to possessing the
whole. The pass, which we saw distinctly
all this day immediately to the west of the
great peak of Ararat, and conducting direct
to Byazeed, by which route thc Russians
entered Turkey, is one of peculiar import-
ance, being, from what I could see of it from
both sides of the mountains, of very easy
passage for disciplined troops, and to the
south of these mountains the road forks
into Turkey and Persia. In short, it con-
ducts in one day’s march or less from the
Russian frontier to Byazeed, which point
once gained, the communication between
Erzeroum and Tabreez would be cut off by
that road, and an easy passage secured for
the Russians to either of those places.

The road on which I was now travelling
continued excellent as far as Goomri, having
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been made in a manner by no means ex-
pensive, aud which might be adopted in
most parts of Turkey and Persia to render
the ways fit for carriages; for the rock
in those countries generally lies very near
the surface in the plains, and often above it
in the mountainous districts. Where the
ground was flat, the loosc stones, often of
large size, had merely to be removed from
the surface, for a space of about thirty yards
in breadth, leaving the gravelly soil beneath
to be beaten into a hard way, which in so
dry a country very soon occurs ; and where
the road crossed rocky heights the ground
had been levelled with the pickaxe, gun-
powder having been seldom required even
in removing the larger masses.

This is the mode adopted by the Russians,
chiefly with a view to the movement of
troops, stores, &c., and I believe the whole
route from hence to their nearest posts on
the Black Sea has been thus improved.
Even in its former primitive condition it
was made available for forwarding reinforee-
ments sent at short notice, by water, to act
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against the Persians, showing how impor-
tant to Russia, even here, would be the
undisputed command of the Euxine. Va-
rious roads branch off to the south-west
towards Persia and Turkey by Byazeed, the
passes of the Soganlu-Dagh, &c.

From Sirdarabad there is a gradual
ascent which afterwards becomes steeper,
but is still an excellent road, about thirty
yards wide.

Crossing heights we arrived at an old
fortress, in a fine commanding situation, near
a small strcam. On entering its octagonal
enclosure, which has about 160 yards to each
face, and is composed of the inferior masonry
used in Turkish works, I observed that it
was a far more rccent fabric than an old
building in its centrec. There were a good
many remains of small buildings, and the
place is about as defensible at this day as
many whichin Turkey are reckoned tenable.
A gateway, which enters through a tower,
has three Persian or Arabic arches within, and
in the centre of the area stands the singular
building above-mentioned, which has evi-
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dently been a place of great strength. It
exhibits very fine masonry, and is sur-
rounded by a succession of round towers and
connecting walls, forming a smaller enclo-
sure, like the outer one, but better executed.
Within again is a building composed of round
and angular towers, and ncarly over a door
on its southern side is an inseription—I think
in Kufic. The door opens to a square arched
cell of solid stone, with a stair conducting
to the upper apartments, but now broken
and blocked up. This ancient castle and
the necighbouring remains have received
from travellers the name of Talys, but was
designated by onr guide as Tali Boghli.
Porter says there is an old Armenian con-
vent ten miles to the westward on the Aras.
From this ancient stronghold the lofty
mountain of Ali Ghuz, which forms a marked
feature in the landscape, bears about north-
east. An area to the north has evidently
been enclosed by masonry, and on ledving
the fort, I observed there scveral strong
old round towers in the same style; and
an aficient cemetery full of tombs grown
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over with moss, which are all that remains
of the former city. At an hour’s distance
over a plain we passed an old town, still
called Talyn, where therc are two Ar-
menian churches of large size.

Our course now lay over an elevated
snowy plain, but where there was good
wheat still uncut, and apparently a toler-
able soil. Descending a ravine, we were
overtaken by darkness while we were still
on the plain, but soon rcached a miserable
Koordish village, full of cattle and dogs,
where we passed the night. We had
this day crossed some branches of Mount
Alihuz, the summit of which, lying to the
right, is 10,000 feet above the sea.

We set out in the morning for Goomri,
which we saw Dbearing nearly noith.
Skirting a small mountain which extends
along the right of the road, we passed in
about a couple of hours through the village
of Karaklissa near a strcam, where there is
a small position fronting (Gtoomri, and soon
afterwards reached the vicinity of that
fortress. As it was Sunday, and the workmen
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were absent, I determined at once to sce as
much of it as I could, feeling pretty certain
that the authorities, when aware of my
presence next day, would oppose obstacles
to my doing so. I accordingly left the road,
and striking across the country, ascended
the plateau on which the fortress, then
under construction, stands, near the horse-
shoe work I have before alluded to; and
passed a Cossack guard within, who seemed
doubtful as to whether I ought to be allowed
to procced—for I, as usual, wore a kind of
travelling military costume, and they pro-
bably took me for a Russian. 1 rode along
the intcrior of the southern front of the
intrenchment until I reached at right angles
its western cnclosure, consisting of a large
range of casemated buildings still unfinished,
terminating the fortress on that side. Within
this, some portious of the old castle, which
formerly stood here, were being repaired as
barracks.

I procceded along the inside of the
northern front, and having had an excel-
lent view of the whole of the interior
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of the works in progress, directed my steps
across the ravine, scparating the plateau
on which the intrenchment stands from
the height, on which is spread the old
open town of Goomri. Entering the town,
I repaired to the Post-house, where I dis-
mounted, and then visited the Commandant.
He received me with civility, conversing
fluently in German, and invited me to
dinner, where I met several officers and
sorhe Georgian ladies, with whom they had
allied themselves. Therc was also among
the company a Prussian gentleman named
Koch, whom I imagine to have been the
Caucasian traveller.

As the officer in command had, although
receiving me with courtesy, declined giving
me permission to cunter the works, on the
ground that it was forbidden, I devoted the
following day to making a minute examina-
tion of them from without, so that I am
enabled to describe the plan and progress
of the fortifications at that period with
tolerable exactness. The town itself stands
on an eminence, and immediately to ‘the
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south is a more elevated table-land, from
which it is separated by a deep rocky
ravine. Towards the east the ravine
gradually becomes more open and less pre-
cipitous, and, turning southwards, is lost in
the valley of the Arpachai. The south
frout of the platenu, which looks towards
that valley, hangs over a stecp edge of rock ;
and the west front, where I had cntered
the casemates on the previous day, may be
looked upon as the gorge of the position,
the ground herc being perfectly flat, and
connected, without impediment, with the rest
of the clevated plain. The interior space
is upwards of a mile in length, and may
average something more than half a mile in
breadth. The large stone work first men-
tioned, which stands at the south-cast angle
of the place, is a mass of exccllent masonry,
about 30 feet in height, as far as the eye
can judge, and nearly 300 in diameter. As
I have before observed, it is shaped like a
horse-shoe, having embrasures pierced for
cannon, distant about three feet from its
bage, and about thirty in number. The inter-
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vals were loopholed for small arms, and
a second row of larger loopholes is seen
above the embrasures, commanding the
steep glacis, which, on the castern side, com-
mences five feet from the base of the build-
ing, without ditch or covert-way, and runs
down to the road, distant about 20 yards;
while on the western side the embrasures
and loopholes sweep the interior of the in-
trenchment, of which this work may he
considered the citadel. Its exterior wall is
about five fect in thickness, and is composed
of that description of masonry which is used
for the revetments of the best fortresses.
Having scen it in progress in the smmer
of the previous year, I may describe its roof
as resting on arches, which are, most pro-
bably, bomb-proof. The work now finished
vas occupied as quarters for troops.
Immediately to the north of the horseshoe
are two other works, the first of which will
have the form of a bastion, or ravelin, and
the second resembles the half of a star-fort;
their gorges opening to the interior of the
12
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great platform, and their faces commanding
that part of the ravine which lies to the cast.
"These two works are not revetted, but are
strong and well executed. The south side
of the enceinte was in an unfinished state,
and apparently meant to be a line of alter-
nate redans and small bastions, composed of
carth, and brought to the edge of the
natural scarp of rock which fronts the
Arpachai river, distant about two miles.
Workmen were busily employed, on the
second day of my visit, in scarping away
the front of this rock, so as to form it into a
natural revetment below the earthen para-
pets, resembling, on a smaller scale, some
which exist at Malta. The rock seems
sufficiently solid, and will form a scarp,
which it would he very difficult to batter
down ; I therefore imagine it is not intended
to construct any counterscarp or glacis.
The north front, then also unfinished, ap-
peared to be constructing on a similar plan,
directly over the deep ravine, and connect-
ing the star-fort with the west front of
the place, which contains the casemates,
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and being the most assailable side, has
been fortified with much more regularity
than the others. It is constructed entirely
of masonry, and is in the form of a horn-
work, having numerous loopholes for mus-
ketry in the face of the north half-bastion,
as well as in the curtain; and in the face
of the south half-bastion are large embra-
sures for canuon, which will occupy the
casemates on that side, and command the
plain before them. 1In front of the curtain,
a ravelin had at that time been traced out,
the foundation being dug, but nothing more
doue; and this excavation enabled me to
sce that the rock lies here at a depth of
about four feet below the surface. Iimagine
that the ravelin was also inteuded to be of
masonry, but necessarily of less elevation,
and to be also without a ditch; and what
confirms the supposition, is the circumstance
of the left half-bastion being pierced at its
base, as I have said, with embrasures, which
would be rendered useless if a counter-
scarp and glacis were to be raised ap in
their front. As they then stood, they would
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command the ground before them, where
approaches could be commenced by besiegers
at a much greater distance than lefore the
north demi-bastion, beyond which the ravine
occurs, and would there interfere with an
attack. The salient angles of both the half-
bastions rest on precipitous slopes, but that
of the ravelin will be assailable in the usual
manner from the plain, -«

This intrenchment—for so it ought pro-
bably to be called—although not a regular
European fortification, may be reckoned a
strong and exteusive place of defence, with
referencc to the country where it has been
erected, and the condition of the military
establishments of neighbouring States. Al-
though the works at Goomri are constructed
with a weak profile, and the masonry not
covered by a counterscarp and glacis, there
is little chance of this being turned to
account by the Turks, who scldom besiege
a place in form. On the plain on the
western side there is sufficient earth to
carry on an attack, but the surface is
perfectly flat.
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This place, there is too much reason to
fear, will yet, with the fortress of Akalzik,
give Russia military possession of the Pasha-
lic of Kars.

It should be remarked, that to the north-
east are heights detached from the other
high ground, and almost as high as that on
which stands the fortress. One of these is
only separated from the horse-shoe work by
a narrow gorge, through which runs a road
to the ford. All are within cannon-shot,
and are about the same elevation. On the -
south side are other heights of similar alti-
tude, but behind which troops might be
covered from the fire of the place. Within
the area of the intrenchments it appeared
that various strong buildings would be con-
structed for the accommodation of troops
and stores. A considerable quantity of
lieavy artillery for the fortress had already
arrived, and everything bespoke a determi-
nation to lose no time in bringing the works
to a completion. ’

On the second day of my visit I observed
that there was no portion of the works which
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was not crowded with workmen busily em-
ployed.*

I heard here of an occurrence which took
place in this locality on the Emperor’s visit,
aud which I can quite believe, being so per-
fectly in keeping with the Oriental character.
A peasant was observed digging something
like a grave close to the road, which attracted
the Emperor’s attention as he passed, and
ordering his carriage to be stopped, he in-
quired what he was doing. ¢ Digging my

*grave,” was the reply 3 ¢ for your governors
have taken all T possessed.” On which the
Emperor is said to have inquired into and
redressed his grievances. From all I could
pick up here, my conclusion was that no
general attack can he cver intended on
Circassia, the subjugation of which was
evidently looked upon as the work of years.
It was stated that there was no supreme
chief in that country, round whom all the
* No expense, indeed, was spared, and we know that
¢these works were afterwards completed ; and that the new
fortress, since called Alexandropol, is a strong place, at a

point on the Turkish frontier, where there is nothing but
the antiquated and dilapidated town of Kars to oppose it,
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tribes of the Caucasus could rally. Their
arms were described by the officers as
excellent, their rifles carrying twice the
distance of the Russian weapons. One offi-
cer told me that if they had a few regular
troops, and some artillery, they would be
exceedingly formidable. To draw out his
opinion, I said I had imagined that they
were very irregular, and far from being
formidable at present; but he replied that
they were less irregular now than formerly,
and were improving rapidly.

The Emperor’s visit to Tiflis, some time
before, had caused great consternation there.
All had been prcpared for rejoicing and
parties of pleasure, but one of his first acts
was to degrade Alexis Dadianoff, the Min-
grelian Prince, and a General Officer, married
to a daughter of the Genecral-in-chicf, whom
he accused, in an assembled circle of troops,
of “committing even greater abuses than
others.” The Russian service, he observed,
permitted certain emoluments to Command-
ants of corps, in consequence of the smallness
of their pay and allowances, and abuses even

H 3
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greater had been winked at in the Caucasus;
but lately these had been carried beyond all
reason and moderation. ‘“ I have heard all,”
he said. ¢ The acts of none called so loudly
for reprobation as those of the son-in-law,
and aide-de-camp of the Governor-in-chief,
although he was not alone.” Whole corps
had even been employed as shepherds and
pig-keepers, and in driving the Emperor’s
horses in hackney-carriages in the streets of
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