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PREFACE

Sinck the suceessful establishment of  the Overland
Route, our posscssions of Malta and Gibraltar have ac-
quired fresh value and interest.  Instead of the few
travellers who oceasionally visited these places, hundreds
arc now conveyed thither every month by the steamers,—
all anxious to obtain at lcast a passing glance at such
remarkable fortresses, and carry away with them some
pictorial memento to revive their fugitive impressions. To
these, as well as a few others at home who take an interest
in such matters, the present volume is addressed. 1t can
pretend to no originality, handreds of books and en-
gravings having already appeared on the subject of which
it treats. All that has been aimed at is the collection of
a few memorials that have escaped the notice of others, and
the condensing into a moderate compass what is at present
only to be found inconveniently scattered throngh numerous

volumes.



1 PREFACE.

The historical notices of Malta and Gibraltar are derived
from the works of Vertot, Drinkwater, and others, often in
ipsissima verba ; but the sketches and descriptions werc
collected on the spot. The work will not be taken for a
formal and complete band-book to India, but rather an
attempt to give correct and graphic pictures of a few
prominent objects cither on, or bordering upon it. The
writer has already labonred in this field as far as concerns
Egypt and the Arabian Descrt, which, with the places now
treated of, constitute by far the most interesting portion of
the Route. Nevertheless, an Appendix will he given,
containing a summary of information concerning differcnt
routes, steamers, excursions, &c., which will leave but
little to desire on thesc points to any one who-may be

contemplating the overland journey to India.



CHAPTER 1.

TOPOGRAPITY OF MALTA.~DESCRIPTION OF TITE GREAT TARBOUR.~TIIE STREETS.
—ST. JOHN'S CHURCH.~—STRADA REALE.—THE AUBERGES.—GOVERNOR'S
PALACE,~LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.—WALK ROUND THE UPPER WALLS.~—
QUEEN ADELAIDE’S CITURCH,— VIEW FROM THE BARACCA.

Nor to repeat

“ an ancient tale twice told,
And in the last repeating troublesome,”

suffice it to say, that in the spring of the present year, T found
mysclf, accompanied by my son, after passing over the beaten
route by Paris and Marscilles, approaching the well-known
harbour of Malta, not, as heretofore, with the view of obtaining
a mere passing glance at that interesting island, but of visiting
at leisure the most remarkable objects within its confines.
Without more words, let the reader suppose us to have arrived,
and, with the view of obtaiing a clear idea of the localities of
which we are about to treat, carcfully con over the map and
bird’s-eye view, together with the annexed explanation. e will
thus be at home at Malta, and can afterwards, if he pleases,
accompany us to the different points of interest scattered over
the town and island.

The group of islands belonging to the British consist of
Malta and Gozo, divided by a channel some five miles wide, in
the midst of which is placed the little islet of Comino. Malta
itself may he about the same size as the Isle of Wight, but it is

B2



4 TOPOGRAPHY OF

hardly possible to imagine a greater contrast than between the
two. Instead of the latter, with its leafy nooks and skies of
pearly grey, we sce a hed of white and arid rock rising out of
the blue sca, cverywhere girt around by abrupt shores, and
glaring, with almost painful radiance, under the deep blue
sky, looking, as it has been well described, ‘“like a newly-
carved pedestal, ready to reccive some colossal group of
sculpture.”  Of the deep bays and safe harbours with which
its jagged shores are indented, those of Valetta are, beyond
all comparison, the finest in the Mediterrancan.  The annexed
map and view will familiarise the reader with its various
details.  The Great Harbour, capable of containing a thousand
sail of the line, is everywhere defended by lines of impreg-
nable bulwarks. First on the left appears Forr Ricason, erected
in 1670, under the grandmastersbip of Nicholas Cottoner, prin-
cipally from the funds of the Italian knight whose name it bears.
Behind it on a projecting precipice is the Navan 1loserrar,
a magnificent retreat, capable of containing about three hundred
patients, erccted by order of Ilis Majesty William 1V, and
built under the superintendence of Admiral Sir Pultency
Malcolm, upon the site of a palace and gardens belonging to
a knight named Bighy, the centre of this cdifice being incor-
porated in the modern structure.  Prominent beyond this,
advance two long parallel tongues of land, the nearer being the
ancient “ Borgo,” and at its extreme point the formidable Forr
ST. ANGELO, the only once existing when the knights took pos-
session of the island,—the more distant, the quarter called
SENGLEA, respecting both of which we shall have more to say
when deseribing the Great Siege.  Joining these, around the
head of the deep cove they enclose, (the sccure seat of the
Dockyard and Arscnal,) is the quarter of Burmola, and, forming
an immense defensive curve, extend the COTTONERA LINES,
thrown out by the Grand-master Cottoner, in 1670, to cover
this important portion of the city, and afford a retreat for the
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TIIE GREAT HARBOUR. 5

country-people during a siege. Beyond Senglea again is another
cove, called French Creck, where a great number of fine
merchant vessels are built ; and rising above it, marked by an
obelisk to the memory of the Tlon, Sir R. Cavendish Spenser,
1s M. Corrapino, whence the Turks creeted their batteries
against Senglea.  These arc the prominent points on the left or
eastern side of the Great Ilarbour.

The long tongue of land extending from the Great Harbour
to that of Marsa Muscet is now entirely covered by the city of
Varerra. When the knights arrived it was called Mt. Ziberass,
and entirely uncovered ; but its situation was so obviously the
fittest for the foundation of a city, that 1’Isle Adam intended
to creet one, and transfer thither the residence of the Order
from Borgo, but was prevented by want of funds and other
causes. A fort, however, called Forr St1. ELyo, was bhuilt soon
after to cover the entrance to the two harbours, which, after
figuring gloriously in the Great Siege, was enlarged and rebuilt
when La Valette, after its termination, carried out the intention
of his predecessor, and built the magnificent eity which com-
memorates his name and exploits. Nothing can he more regular
or beautiful than its plan; its well-paved avenues intersect
rach other at right angles, and cverywhere open o view of
the harbours. 'The buildings are of solid stone, spacious, and
of admirable architccture, adorned with projecting halconies,
painted green, so that at every turn the eye is gratified by a
picturesque street view.  The city is surrounded by a line of
walls, which afford a delightful promenade, and on the land
side are cut through the solid rock to a depth in some places
of no less than cighty feet.  'Without this first and formidable
line of defence is a sccond, enclosing the fortified suburh of
FLor1ANA, containing a beautiful hotanical garden and extensive
barracks.

The entrance of the second, or QUaraNTINE HARBOUR, 18
defended by Fonr '1‘1(;.\'17;, erccted near PoiNt Dracur, so called



6 THE LANDING.

from its being the position whence that corsair directed his
batterics against I'ort St. Elmo. Beyond this is the more ex-
tensive Forr MANOEL, and the buildings appropriated to the
quarantine. Such is an enumeration of the principal localities
of Malta, and it may be doubted whether the world can show
within the same compass so stupendous a series of fortifications.
Even the most unmilitary eye cannot fail to perceive that from
whatever point an enemy may direct his attack he is met
with some insuperable obstacle, and that, even could this
be surmounted, he has yet to commence the herculean labour
anew,—that from all quarters a cross fire can be directed
upon approaching fleets or squadrons,—that, in short, a blockade
is the only mcans of reducing such a place—a means which, pro-
visioned as the city is for several years, and relieved as it would
be by an English flcet, is entirely out of the question; so that,
m short, in its present hands, Malta may justly be considered
as an impregnable stronghold and influence of Great Britain in
the Mediterrancan, and by far the most important of the links of
that chain which unites licr to her distant empire in the East.
To a stranger there can hardly be a more brilliant spectacle
than the Grand Harbour. When his vessel casts anchor, he
gazes with admiration upon the ponderous tiers of hatteries, and
lofty terraces of flat-roofed and green-balconied houses, which,
apparently carved out of, rather than built in, the brilliantly white
stone, cverywhere rise out of the blue of the harbour below,

-

tracing their outline with adlmost dazzling distinctness upon the
blue of the sky above. Crowds of boats, of antique outline
and brilliantly painted, and having white awnings, put off from
the quays, the boatmen with loud onteries and frantic gesti-
culations contending for the prize of the baggage, while naked
boys endcavour to attract attention by feats of diving, and
plunge after any small coin which may be thrown to them.
As soon as you step on shore you arc lucky if, as a stranger,
you are not instantly pounced upon by a host of beggars,



THE STREETS OF STAIRS. 7

echoing the plaintive whine of ““ Niz mangiare,” or “ Nothing
to cat,” whence the landing stairs derived their appellation
and who continue to stick to your skirts, in spite of a liberal
expenditure of halfpence, protestations, or kicks. Hurrying up
the steep ascent into the city, you next cross a crowded draw-
bridge over a deep fosse, filled with bananas and orange-trees,
pass under a deep gateway, guarded by Knglish and Scotch
sentincls, and, still mounting upwards, pass through a market,
abounding at once in odours the most delicious, and stenches
the most abominable. Still pushing on, through the midst of
a brown, blear-cyed, and most vociferous populace, you arrive,
alrcady pretty well blown, at the foot of onc of those long
flights of steps, of which Lord Byron took lcave with the
splenctic couplet,—
“ Adicu! ye cursed strects of stairs s
Hew surely he who mounts them swears !

These stair-strects form one of the most curious features of
Valctta. Troublesome as it may be to ascend them on a hot
day, yet the very nature of the ground left no alternative; and
to those who have made their way up the exeruciting rugged
alleys of a continental city, paved with sharp-pointed stones,
the large, flat slabs, and casy, gradual ascent, of these of Malta,
are certainly delightful by comparison: and with the annexed
sketch before him, the reader may judge of their singularly
picturesque effect, and of themotley erowd that wear away the
stones with their perpetual passage.  Some of the latter we
have preferred to keep out of the way, as being rather awkward
to group, such as the laden donkeys which are often scen
ascending and descending; but the rest of the characters were
sketched on the spot, and afford a fair swmple of the mixed
population of Malta. First and foremost is scen ascending,
with clastic footstep, one of the lower order of Maltese, in the
ordinary costume of sailor-like trousers, loose and flowing on



8 VARIETY OF COSTUME.

the legs, and tightly gathered up to the waist, around which
is fastencd, as also in Spain, the invariable crimson sash, a
sort of link between oriental and modern costume, and sur-
mounted by an equally loosc shirt, a brown, open chest, and a
head of scmi-African form and colour, with black hair and
cyes, and covered with a Phrygian-shaped cap, hanging on one
side, picturesquely and jauntily arranged. By his side leaps up
his pet goat, the nurse and playfellow of his family, as impor-
tant in & Maltese houschold as the pig in the Irishman’s hovel.
Abhove, at the coffec-house of the “ Two Sisters,” their
favourite place of resort, appears a group of lounging Arab
merchants, from Tunis or from Tripoli—grave and majestic
personages—arrayed in the voluminous turban and the flowing
haik, their movements dcliberate and stately, their attitudes
fine and statuesque—forming at cvery turn a study for the
painter or the sculptor.  Next, tripping lightly down the steps
behind, is a Maltese lady, enveloped in her clegant black silk
mantilla, a costume of which it may be said that it renders
even the ugly attractive, while the pretty become positively
irresistible: so grave, and yet so piquante, so nun-like, and
yet so coquettish, arc its rustling folds, tastefully drawn round
the head, so as to throw additional expression into a deep dark
eye, and to rclieve a white-gloved hand and taper Andalusian
foot. Further up the steps are two characters which, widely
contrasted as they are, flourish with equal luxuriance in this
hot-bed—the clean and ruddy English soldier, and the pale and
greasy Maltese priest: the former certainly the highest type of
his profession; an assertion which may not be perhaps un-
charitably reversed of the latter.  Sometimes a long procession,
to the honour of one of the many saints whose carved cffigies
look down upon us from every corner, ascends the street with
flaunting banners and religious chants, and followed by a
crowd of bare-headed suppliants; at others, a jovial band of
grog-inspired sailors will come rolling down the steps, and









ST. JOIIN’S CHURCH. 9

sweeping all before them on the way to the harbour, with
small regard to the feelings of any unfortunate natives who
may happen to be in the way. The shops which border
these frequented avenues do a great stroke of traffic, and ex-
hibit a scenc of busy indastry, many of the handicrafts being
carried on in the open street. The Strada St. Christoforo
is devoted to the manufacture of chairs, tables, and sofas, in
which the natives are very expert, and which, from their
cheapness and good workmanship, enjoy a wide market in the
Levant. Equally good and extensively used are their light iron
bedsteads ; and in the Strada Santa Lucia (represented in our
sketeh) the stranger will be much gratified, and tempted to
loosen his purse-strings, by the decorative carvings in stone,
representing vases with flowers, birds, &e.; and perhaps even
still more by the filagree gold-work, of exquisite workmanship,
in both which articles the Maltese may vie with, if they do not
excel, any other artificers.

At the head of this stair-strect—the Strada Santa Lucia—we
emerge ypon an open platform, on the right hand of which is
the far-famed church of St. John; and the first sight of its flat,
unmeaning fagade, produces a feeling of disappointment and
surprise, that this should be the finest church in so fine a city,
suggesting the unwelcome idea that these military monks were
more solicitons about the splendour of their own habitations,
than carcful for the honour of the house of God. Push aside
the heavy curtain, however, which guards the entrance portal,
and a very different impression takes hold upon the mind.
The contrast is, indeed, as surprising as it is grateful.  From
a sunlight almost oppressive from its extreme brilliancy, we
suddenly step into a vast cdifice, consisting of one noble-
vaulted nave, covered with rich marbles and gorgeous painting,
blended into a grey, religious gloom, cool to the heated frame,
refreshing to the dazzled eye, and almost intoxicating to the sense
from its diffuscd odour of floating incense. On the marbled
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and matted flooring are kneeling groups of Maltese ladies in
their black silk mantillas, whose dark cyes send forth most
soul and scnse-subduing glances, half redolent of heavenly and
half of carthly passion; while others, gliding in with gentle
rustle and almost inaudible footstep, flit spirit-like across the
stranger’s vision. A dreamy, intoxicating fecling—a blending
of romance and of religion, comes over and subdues him. The
organ bursts forth with its solemn voice; its divine thrills and
gushes of harmony, accompanicd by the melodious chant of the
priests, roll in sublime volume through the remote recesses of
the edifice. If hie looks up to the vaulted roof, he beholds the
painted figurcs of heroic knights and of beautiful nuns, in
the black robes and white cross of their Order, while as he
slowly paccs through the gorgeous side chapels— the em-
blazoned arms of the different lodges—the effigies of distin-
guished warriors—the trophies and insignia of former conquests
—the rusty keys of memorable citics,—of Rhodes, and Jeru-
salem, and Acre,—arrcst his gaze, and add to the fascination
which enwraps him. In this vague but dclicious reverie past
ages scem to revive before him, with all their gallant deeds ;
the heroic dead, upon whose dust he trcads, seem to awaken
into life. This is no phantasy—no affectation—for every onc
must thus fecl, in some measure, at least, who is not wholly
insensible to the romantic influences of the past, and absorbed
in the common-place gratifications of the present.

Wihile indulging in this mood, a sacristan camc up, and
offered to conduct us to the subterranean chapel bencath the
grand altar, containing the tombs of L’Isle Adam and of La
Valette—the former of whom was originally buried in the chapel
of St. Angelo, whence his bones were afterwards transferred
to Valetta. Here, in handsome monuments, repose the ashes
of these most illustrious chicfs of the Order, together with one
or two of lesser note. On returning into the church, we took
a more lcisurely survey of the different objects of interest
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contained in it. In the French chapel our attention was
arrested by a monument to the Duke de Beaujolais, son of
Louis Philippe, who died of consumption at Malta, in which
the sculptor has beautifully expressed the languor and sinking
of that insidious disease, in the countenance of the unfortunate
prince. It is one of the numerous memorials of this ill-futed
family, some of which the traveller is almost certain to en-
counter ; another and very interesting one which we shortly
after visited being the Chapel of St. Louis at Carthage, built by
the ex-king over the spot where his great ancestor expired in
the last crusade. No pictures of any great value, save onc
or two by Caravaggio, adorn the side chapels; the frescoes
on the ceiling, representing the life of St. John, are bold and
masterly, exccuted by Calabrese, who, refusing any reward,
was for his liberality clected a member of the Order. The
tapestry is also splendid, curiouns besides, as having been captured
on its way to Malta by the infidels, and ransomed for its
original value. There is no architectural character whatever
in this edifice, which was built as recently as 1580 : it is simply
a nobly proportioned vault, resting upon plain and massive
piers, but everywhere cncrusted by the richest marbles, or
covered with tapestry and fresco, and gilding, of which the
entire effect is surpassingly gorgeous. In church furniture,
as well as curious and valuable relics, 8t. John’s was peculiarly
rich, until the invasion of the French, who carried off hence,
as they did from Italy and Spain, cverything that could gratify
their cupidity, or flatter their sclfish love of art.  Among the
relics was the reputed right hand of St. John, from the church
of Santa Sophia at Constantinople, presented to the Grand
Master d’Aubusson at Rhodes, as a bribe, to get him to deliver
up his brother Zizim, who had fled thither for refuge. On
the fourth finger of this venerable skeleton was a fine brilliant,
which Bonaparte removed to his own hand, sending the con-
scerated relic itself to the Grand Master, who made a present
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of it to the Russian cmperor Paul, who crected a church over
it at St. Petershburg.  Here, too, were the basin and ewer
presented by Henry the Eighth to the Grand Master, 1’Isle
Adam, on the occasion of his visit to England. These also went,
together with the sword and dagger, the scabbard of gold, and
the hilt adorned with gems, presented by the king of Spain
to La Valette, as a tribute of adiniration, after the great sicge,
objects which, it is said, were personally appropriated by Bona-
parte.  The silver images of the twelve apostles, candelabra, &ec.
also fell into the rapacions clutches of the French; but the for-
mer, heing afterwinds piously ransomed by a Maltese prelate,
still adorn the interior of the cathedral of Citta Vecchia.
cmerging from the solemn interior of St. John’s, a few paces
bring us into the Strada Reale, the main avenue interseeting
Valetta from north to south. IHere all is full of brilliancy and life.
First, the architecture of the houses is so neat and yet so
picturesque, with deep portals and projecting galleries, and oriels
of woodwork painted green, all kept in the nicest order, the
pavement as good as i London, the shops full of .London
comforts and Parisinn clegancies, intermingled with gay-looking
cafés. Thndsome cquipages are scen standing hefore  the
magnificent fagades of the Auberges of  the kuights, now
occupied by the Bnglish oflicers, others of whom dash past on
their well-groomed Arabians.  Groups of Maltese ladies i
black silk mantillas, and with dark roving glances, contrast with
English matrons in neat mormng dresses, and with their air
of cold propricty.  To quote the words of a lively French
traveller: “The multitude speaks all Janguages.  With the
uttural English you hear the lively chatter of the Freneh, and
the Tunisian Arab  discourses gravely by the side of the
gesticulating talian,  Handsome  hotels, excellent and well
kept, display their rival signs on every hand.  Life in Malta is
caxy, inexpensive, and carelessly clegant. A large number of
voung and rich English officers indemuify themselves for their
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expatriation by all the cujoyments of luxury, and keep up the
jovial customs, which the knights for their part imported before
them; while a multitude of travellers, arriving from all quarters
and waiting for vessels, create much stir at the hotels, and
a great sale of all the little indulgences which compensate for
the privations and eanui of a long voyage.”

The Avsrrars or palaces of the different lodges, which we
need not  enumerate  here, are the principal  architectural
ornameuts of Valetta, each vying with the other in costliness
and maguificence. They resemble so many modern club-
houses for the members of the respeetive lodges, who here
mess together, the poorer members being provided for out of
the general fund.  Perhaps the finest is that of Castile, a
stately edifice occupied as oflicers” quarters,  with a noble
stairease and ornamented portal, opening on the ramparts near

the upper Baracea, and conspicnous for miles around; while

that of England is a comparatively insignificant edifice, without
any external ornament whatever, now converted into @ hakery,
and, we believe, shortly destined to be pulled down. We entered
and explored it, but were unsuceessful in finding anything
particularly enrious or interesting.

The English knights were never very numecerous, and after
the Reformation, those remaining were ieorporated with the
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Germans, forming the Anglo-Bavarian lodge; but, although
few and uninfluential, they have not failed to sccure honourable
notice in the chronicles of the Order. Their bravery was
conspicuously displayed at the siege of Rhodes. In order to
attack the tower of St. Nicholas, which stood on an almost
1solated rock at the entrance of the harbour, the Turkish
commander had prepared a floating bridge, and in order to affix
the end of it to the point of the mole below the tower, an
engincer, favoured by night, carried across an anchor, which
he attached to a neighbouring rock covered by the sea, and
through the ring of this anchor afterwards passed a thick
cable, which, brought home, and worked hy a capstan, was
intended to foree the bridge into the desired position.  “But
an Lnglish sailor,” says Vertot, “whose name history has not
disdained to preserve to us, and who was called Gerrase Roger,
having accidentally been on the spot and viewed without being
discovered the manceuvre of the Turkish engineer, as soon as
the latter had departed, plunged at once into the sea, adroitly
detached the cable, which he left upon the shore, and taking
away the anchor, carried it to the Grand Master, who made him
a magnificent reward.”

During the progress of the siege, the Bastion of England, as
being one of the weakest in the place, beeame the object of
meessant attacks.  On one occasion Achmet Pasha, at the
head of five battalions, after springing a mine beneath the
bastion, ascended by favour of its ruins to storm the breach,
and peneteated to the entrenchments within, upon which they
planted their standards.  But a body of English knights, who
had at their head a Commander of that nation, instantly
sallied forth from behind, and being sustained by Préjan,
Grand Prior of St. Giles, and the Commander Valder, of the
German lodge, made so furious a charge that the infidels were
obliged to give way, though not without the loss of the English
and German commanders, and a number of their followers.
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Nor did they display less valour at Malta ; for when the Turks
were ravaging the island, and the greater part of the knights
were shut up within the castle of St. Angelo, the chevalier Upton,
Commander of the English, and, says Vertot, “one of the bravest
knights of the Order,” at the head of thirty others, and followed
by a body of the inhabitants on horseback, presented himself
to oppose the embarkation, though compelled to retire by an
overwhelming force ; and when, shortly after, the castle of Gozo
was attacked by the invaders, and the cowardly governor De
Sesse retired from his post and concealed himself in the recesses
of his apartment, spreading thereby a general consternation
among the defenders, there remained at his post but a single
English artilleryman, who, pointing his cannon, killed several
of the assailants, and prevented the others from approaching
the foot of the wall, till falling dead with a shot from one of
the Turkish batteries, no one ventured to fill up his post, and
the Governor was obliged to capitulate.

The Governor’s palace at Malta is externally one of the least
interesting of the numerous Auberges, but it will richly vepay a
visit.  Ascending from the court by a very inclegant stairease,
we reach a spacious square corridor, running all round the
edifice, and communicating with the state apartments.  IHere,
upon the upper part of the walls, are to be seen a long array of
frescoes, representing the naval victories of the Order and their
allies, and which, by the quaintness of the style and different
build and cquipment of the vessels represented, carry us back
to the time when the Turkish marine, now become so insig-
nificant, required, to keep it in cheek, the incessant watchfulness
of the galliecs of the Order, and of the maritime powers
bordering the Mediterrancan.  The naval force of the Knights,
as will be pointed out in the Historical Sketch, originated with
their expulsion from Palestine; it grew to a great prosperity at
Rhodes, but reached its utmost height during their establish-
ment at Malta. Many a defence bravely maintained against
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overwhelming  odds, and many a gallant attack with far
inferior forces, give interest and animation to the pictured
surfacc.  One of these is here presented, as giving a good idea
of the old war-gallics and their banks of oars, and of the daring
style in which they would board an enemy : it represents the
capture of a Turkish man-of-war, the ¢ Sultana Benghen,” an
cighty-gun ship, by three Maltese vessels, under the command

of Admiral Spinola.

But what will most riclly repay the curiosity of the visitor,
are the quaint old frescoes adorning the walls of the three state
rooms occupying the N. W, corner of the palace.  The antigue
character of these apartments, erected soon after the foundation
of Valetta, has heen much impaired by modernising ; but the roof
is Inits original state, consisting of rafters painted over with blae
crosses,  The frescoes are in a severe and expressive style, often
admirable in point of art, with a total absence of everything
modern aud conventional in treatment, and a rigid attention to
costume, that carry us back at once to the period when they
were exceuted, aud to the memorable incidents which they were
designed to commemorate. As T know of no list of these
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curious paintings, perhaps, the onc here given will not be with-

out some

degree of interest :—

The apartments cach contain eight frescoes; beginning the
furthest from the angle of the building, the subjects are as
follows :—

1.
2.
3.

In the

Peter the Iermit embarking to go and preach the First Crusade.
Purtly effaced.
The first Chapter-General of the Order, when Raymond Dupuy
was instulled Grand Master of the Hospital, a.n. 1120,

. Raymond Dupuy offering his services, and those of the Order, fo

Baldwin, the second King of derusalem, a.n. 1120,

. Fulk ITL, having fortified Berschen, gives it in charge 1o the

Hospitallers, . n. 1131,

. Rout of the Knights at Aseadon, and Miracle of Lsmeria.

Departure of the Christians bearing their Relies from Jerusalen,
when taken by Saladin.

sccond apartment are :—

. Andrea King of 1Mangary receiving the Fublem of the Ovder

for his devotion, at the hands of the Grand Master De
Montaign.

. The Siexe of Didmatia,

3. Fredevick 1T joining the Templars and Hospitallers,

. The Hospitallers restoring the Wadls of Jerusadem, a.n. 1228,

. Richard Earl of Cornwall reeciving the gift of a Religuary full of

the blood of Christ.

. Rout of the Turks hefore Antioch.
. The Hospitallers assisting with their own funds St Louis 1o

obtain Lis liberation from the Sultan, A, p. 1250

. The Hospitallers covering the Embarkation at the taking of Acre,

A. D, 1291,

The subjects in the third room, are principally illustrative of

the Grand Mastership of Villiers Plsle Adam :—

1.

3

t.

The Grand Master Villiers arriving at Limisso in Cypras, A b.
1201,

Fulk de Villaret setting out from Macri on the eapedition against
Rhodes, a.n. 1309,

Amadeus IV, Duke of Savoy, sueeouring Rhodes.

Siege of Rhodes under the Grand Mastership of Peter d”Aubusson,
A b 1479,

C
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5. Zizim, the brother of Sultan Bajazet, received at Rhodes by
Aubusson, A.p. 1482,

6. A Sortie during the Sicge of Rhodes.

7. Departure of Llsle Adaw from Rhodes.

S Villiers Plsle Adam retiring to Viterbo with his Kuights.

From the corridor with its marine frescoes the visitor passes
into the armoury, wlhich, however, caunot be viewed without a
previous application at the Ordnance office, and which also con-
tains ahiost of curious memorials of the Knights.  Here, grouped
together upon the pillars, may be scen the actual pikes and hal-
herds, multiform and horrid, the hows and arrows, and knotted
clubs, with which, as the spectator of the frescoes has just seen,
the valiant champions of Christendom used to carry terror and
destruction into the Ottoman ranks.  Here too is the curious
memorial, if genuine, of the celebrated Dragut, as also, among
other suits of armour, are preserved those of Villiers de Plsle
Adam and La Valette, and the very splendid one of Wignacourt,
whose characteristie portrait by Caravaggio may be scen in the
private apartments of the palace. There may also be seen a very
carly speeimen of an air-gun, and many curious picees of the
artillery of the middle ages, hesides which the armoury contains
10,000 stand of modern arms ready for immediate use,

Another interesting apartinent, also opening from the corridor,
is the Council Room, hung with gorgeous tapestry.  The Ball
Room is magnificent, but entirely modern in its furniture and
arrangements. Adjacent to the palace is the Publie Library,
founded in 1760 by the Bailifl' de Tenein, who at his death
mide over his collection to the Order, which, by various other
contributions, has amounted to the number of 25,000 volunes.
The Garrison library, which adjoins it, contains in addition a
considerable number, and has a news-room attached to it.  To
these establishments, which are a great resource, strangers can
withont difliculty obtain an introduction ; and here they may fill
up their leisure hours by reading the voluminous History of the
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Knights by Vertot, the works of Abela, &e., on the “ Anti-
quities of the Island,” ¢ 1loucl’s Voyage Pittoresque,” “ Malte,
par un Voyageur Francais,” and other sources of local infor-
mation, which the courteous and well-informed  librarian is
always ready to suggest to an inquirer.

Attached is & Muscum, which, although of small dimensions,
contains such a colleetion of antiquities, as is rarcly to
be met with in the same compass, and never certainly as found
upon a spot so limited in extent as Malta.  Tlere may he seen
traces of almost every people who have successively occupied the
island.  First, of the Puayicians—there is a curious  altar
with a bilinguar inseription, in Phaenician and Greek characters,
together with other fragments; also some clay figures, and a
skull dug up from the ruins of Hagiar Chem, with some very
ancient sarcophagi in terra cotta, upon one of which the figure
is impressed so os to resemble a mummy ;5 as also some very

clegant vases.  Etrusean vases have been found, and even an

LT

Ecyrriax group of sculpture has also within these few years

B

been dug up i Gozo.
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Of the GREEKS is a very beautiful statuc of Hercules, and
a number of objects and inscriptions of minor value, especially a
curious altar. There is a beautiful bas-relief of the head of
Zenohia, exceuted at a period before the degeneracy of art.  Of
the Romans and Arabs there are also some memorials of trifling
interest, and a cabinet, containing bronzes and coins of all the
above-mentioned periods.  This colleetion has given rise to
an infinity of learned dissertations, to enter into which would
be foreign to the nature of a work hike this: suffice it to say
that no stranger should negleet to visit it, as he here beholds
in small compass a curious evidence of the many mutations
of which this little island of Malta has been the theatre.

The ramparts of Valetta afford an excellent promenade, and
everywhere command interesting views over the two harbours.
Following them westward from Fort St. Elmo, after passing
the fine fagade of the Anglo-Bavarian Auberge, we reach an
clevated and prominent bastion crowned by a lofty column,
crected to the memory of Major General the Ton, Sir I
Cavendish Ponsonby, Licutenant Governor of Malta.

ere the passenger will feel inelined to linger and enjoy the
beautiful Jook-out over the quarantine harbour, on one side of
which ix scen Fort Tignd, built near the projecting tongue of
Iand, which, from that fumous corsair’s having established hat-
teries there, as will be related in our account of the sicge, reecived
the name of “Point Dragut.,”  And on the opposite side rises
a very different kind of memorial, a conspicuous landmark in all
dircetions—the tall spire of the Collegiate Chiureh of St. Paul,
crected by the late Queen Dowager Adelaide, who, grateful for
the benefit she had derived from her stay, and desirous of
providing for the numerous Protestant residents a place of
worship more suited to their wants, as well as to the dignity of
the English Church and Government, than the wretched and
confined chapel within the walls of the palace, erceted the
present handsome edifice at her own expense, the first stone of
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which was laid by her on the 20th of March, 1839, and finally
consecrated by Dr. Tomlinson, first Bishop of Gibraltar, (who,

however, usually resides at Malta,) on the Ist November, 1811,
The edifice is everywhere well suited to its purpose, the interior,
especially, being admirably chaste in design and execution, and
it will preserve the honoured memory of its venerated founder
to a grateful posterity.

It must not be supposcd, however, that this huilding was
crected without every opposition from the bigotry of the
Catholic priesthood of Malta, particularly rampant on this
occasion. They almost ventured to bully and threaten the
Government, and did all that, without committing themselves,
they could do, to excite the prejudices of the population.  So
long as the English Protestants almost continucd, as at Rome,
to conceal their worship, they sullenly put up with them, but
this open establishment of their heresy was more than their
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pious bile could hear.  Since that period some of the more
funatic of their body have endeavoured to insist upon the use of
the offensively unchristian expression, the dominant religion, in all
the public statutes; and, at the period of our visit, the newspapers
were full of a controversy on this subjeet. That the main-
tenance of the Catholic church, as the established religion, was
once of the conditions of the cession of Malta to the British, is,
we helieve, the fact ; nor has any act of the Government hitherto
belied  their promise;  but this  gratuitous and  disgusting
attempt to fix an insult and a stigma upon the religion of their
masters, has, we believe, been very properly repelled by a decision
of parliament.

Passing round the northern line of the stupendous fortitica-
tions, and the noble “ Auberge de Castile,” we soon reach the
Upper Baracea, a promenade raised upon a lofty angle of the
city wall, overhanging the harbour, surrounded by arches, and
formerly roofed in, once serving for the reereation of the
Knights.  Few prospeets of the kind ean be more striking than
that which it commmands, a prospeet in which there is nothing of
nature, save one solitary garden—where scarcely a tree or a
blade of grass relieves the brillianey of the glare; hut exhibiting
the we plus wltra of nilitary and naval grandeur—a mass of
forts and batteries bristling with cannon, sheltering in their
powerful arms an extensive harbour, studded with enormous
ships of the line and steam frigates—an exhibition of power,
which, associated with a sense of the great interests it protects,
produces a feeling nearly alhied to the sublime.  The view, too,
is all written over with historic memories.  On one side of the
harbour appear Senglea and the Borgo, with the tremendous
bastions of Fort St. Angelo, and all the loealities of the great
siege, appear beneath the eye as in a model ; while on the other
rises Valetta with its white buildings, and green baleonies, and
terraced roofy, tier above tier, surmounted by the promenade of
the Lower Baracea, searecly less elevated than that on which we
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stand. There is an incessant activity in the basin beneath;
among the crowd of merchant vessels, boats are plying inces-
santly across the harbour, or clustering around some newly
arrived steamer or ship of the line, from the carliest morning
until the sound of the evening gun, when ¢ Rule Britannia” may
be heard suddenly bursting forth, with thrilling effeet, from the
deck of the noble flag-ship.  Such is a glance at the principal
characteristies of Valetta, and the chief objects of interest within
its confines. But it is the other side of the harbour that is
chicfly memorable in the pages of history; and to that, after
bricfly tracing the events of which it was once the theatre, we
shall henceforth direct the attention of our readers.



CHAPTER 1T.

HISTORICAL, SKETCH  OF MALTA.—ORIGIN OF THE ORDER.—ITS EXPULSION
FROM  RHODES,— ESTARLISHMENT  OF  MALTA~—GREAT SIEGE UNDER THE
GRAND MASTERSHIP OF LA VALLTTE.

Frw islands have known a greater suceession of masters than
has Malta. The Phanicians were the first to percecive and
avail themselves of its valuable position for commeree, and are
helieved to have taken possession of it 1519 years before the
Christian wra; and—if the singular edifices, hoth in Malta and
Giozo, are, as is most probable, of their construction,—have left
hehind them more considerable vestiges of their occupation
than any succeeding people.  Iaving heen in their possession
for 781 years, it was wrested from them by the Greeks, who
had just founded one of their most important colonies at
Syracuse.  Of their domination, with the exeeption of the
foundations of a temple at Marsa Sirocco, and a few statues and
altars, no traces exist.  During the wars between Carthage
and Rome, Malta was seized by the former power; these in their
turn were dispossessed by the Romans ; who, after losing it for
a short time, took a lasting possession in about the year 216
before Christ, and retained it for upwards of six centuries.
During this period, no ineident of any note is related in con-
nexion with the history, exceept the famous shipwreck of St
Paul in the year 58 of the Christian wera. }From the few
notices in the narrative of that event, we gather that there was
a governor on the island, who resided, most probably, at Citta
Vecchia, which from its extensive catacombs and other traces of
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antiguity in its vieinity, must at some period, if not then, have
been the seat of a considerable population.  The apostle made
numerous converts during his winter’s stay in the island, and it
is helieved that the above-mentioned eatacombs served as places
of worship for the early Christians, as we know was the case in
other parts of the Roman Empire. During the declhine of that
power, Malta fell into the hands, first of the Goths, and next of
the Vandals, from whose grasp it was reseued by the famous
Belisarius.  Afterwards came the Arabs, whose sway of two
centuries was terminated by the conquest of Sieily under Count
Roger the Norman.  To the Normans’ rule suceceded that of
the French under Charles of Anjou, and, finally, that of the
Spaniards, which continued for 2146 years, until it terminated
with the cession of the islands to the Knights Hospitallers of
Rhodes, by the Emperor Charles V.o The veader will, doubtless,
be satisfied with this brief outline of a series of changes, which
have left behind so little, curious as that Little is, of monu-
mental interest, and furnished, during so loug a suceession of
centuries, scarcely a single remarkable incident to the pages of
history, until the arrival of the Knights of St. John of Jeru-
salem was destined to withdraw it from obscurity, and render
it memorable in the annals of Burope.

It was in the cleventh century, that a few merchants of Amal-
phi, now an obscure but romantic town in the vicinity of Naples,
but at that time famous for the enterprise of its citizens (by one
of whom the Mariner’s Compass was discovered), obtained per-
mission of the Moslem Caliphs to establish, under the shadow of
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, a place of refuge for
pilgrims of both sexes, visiting Jerusalem.  Two hospitals, one
for male pilgrims, dedicated to St. John Elymon, the other
to the Holy Magdalene, formed the cradle of the celebrated
Order of St. Johu of Jerusalem.  Scarcely had it existed seven-
teen years, when a terrible irruption of the Turcomans swept
Jerusalem with the besom of destruction ; the Moslem troops
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were massacred, and the tributary Christian population, hitherto
permitted to exist uncasily within the walls of the Ioly éity,
were exposed to the most crucl outrages. Peter the Hermit,
beholding the sufferings endured by his brethiren, overran
Europe, inflaming its chivalry to roll back the advancing tide
of Mahomedan conquest; the First Crusapr was undertaken,
and cre long Godfrey of Bouillon stood victorious upon the
ramparts of the Ioly City.

On visiting the Hospital of St. John, soon after his conquest,
he was reecived by the pious Gerard, who, having witnessed the
charity of its inmates, had devoted himself and his fortunc to
their service, and by his henevolent care of the pilgrims, without
distinetion of scet, and the extension of his hounty cven to the
infidels themselves, was regarded ax a common father by all the
poor of the city. His example inspired many of the young
nobles with a kindred spirit, who renouncing the idea of return-
ing to their homes, enrolled themsclves among the Hospital-
lers. Godfrey endowed them with lands, and most of the other
Crusading Princes following his example, the Order was soon
enriched with considerable possessions both in Europe and in
Palestine,  Hitherto the Hospitallers had confined themselves
to an administration merely secular; they now, at the persua-
sion of Gerard, added to it a religious profession, took the
three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, and assumed a
regular habit, consisting of a plain black robe, upon which, on
the side next the heart, was attached an cight-pointed cross of
white linen. The Pope, approving of this new order, exempted
the Hospitallers from the payment of tithes, and bestowed on
them the exclusive right of clecting their own superior, without
the interference of cither secular or ceclesiastical power.  The
wealth and influence of the institution now increased apace;
und they founded hospitals, or Commanderies, in the principal
maritime provinces of Europe, where pilgrims to Jerusalem
were succoured and sent forward on their journey.



DIFFERENT LODGES. 27

Such was the origin of this famous Order, first merely a civil,
and next, a religious institution for the succour of repairing pil-
grims to Palestine. But the establishment of the Latin Kingdom
of Jerusalem brought on a further change in its counstitution. A
mere handful of Christian Knights, surrounded by hosts of
Moslem enemices, could not afford to spare the valiant Knights
at present bound by a purely religious vow, and Raymond
Dupuy, successor of Gerard, proposed that those who had laid
down their arms should assume them again for the defenee of
their newly founded and precarious state.  The body of Hospi-
tallers was now divided into three classes,—the first, of noble
birth and approved valour, were destined to military service, the
second consisted of priests and almoners, while a third and
mferior class, who had no pretensions to nobility of origin,

* orassistants, And as

assumed the funetions of “ Freres Servans,’
the number of the order was rapidly swelled by an influx of
vouthful knmighthood from all parts of Turope, it was further
divided into seven  languages—those, namely, of Provence,
Auvergne, Franee, Italy, Arragon, Germany, and England-—a
division, which, with the addition of Castile and Portugal, sub-
sisted until the extinetion of the Ovder, except that after the
Reformation the English lodge was merged in the German,
The government was a pure aristocracy, the supreme authority
residing ina council of which the Grand Master wa the chief.
This Order of the Kxiurs Hoserranters or St Jony,
together with that of the Tevrrars, which not long after
sprung from it, were the principal support to the Latin Kingdom
of Jerusalem, during the brief period through which it strug-
gled in the midst of peril and uncertainty.  Our space will
not allow us to dwell upon the many signal proofs of their
prowess, which were given during their residence in Palestine.
They presented a singular union of military valour  with
religious fervour and austerity of life. “ Scarcely,” says Vertot,
“had they laid down their arms, than they resumed with



28 CHARACTER OF THE KNIGHTS.

the utmost regularity all the exercises of their first profession.
Some devoted themselves to the scrvice of the sick, or were
occupicd in receiving pilgrims, while others kept their arms in
order, or with their own hands mended the harness of their
war-horses, and during these various employments maintained
a religious silence, like hermits or anchorets, a manner of life
hitherto unparalleled, when, without being entirely attached
to the cloister, nor engaged in the world, they practised in
succession all the virtues of two such opposite conditions.”
Such were the Hospitallers during the first period of their
institution, which may be regarded as the golden age of their
order; but this state of things continued for little more than
a century: the spirit of the warrior gradually encroached
upon that of the monk; the desire for riches, or the ambition
of distinction, began to infeet an order originally founded
on a vow of humility and poverty. Their valour, however, suf-
fered no eclipse; and after bearing a prominent and honour-
able part in the vain struggle to maintain the Holy Land
against the overwhelming hosts of the Saracens, at the final
sicge of Acre, in 1291, and whilst in the midst of conflagration
and carnage, a dreadful slaughter took place of the Templars.
Jolm de Villiers, the Grand Master, and a devoted band,
covercd the retreat of the handful of their brethren who
survived, and, getting on board a carrack belonging to their
Order, eseaped to Limisso, in Cyprus. ““ And a touching spectacle
it was,”” in the words of their historian Vertot, ““to behold these
valinnt knights, all covered with wounds, descend from their
vessels upon a foreign strand, with countenances suited to their
altered fortunes, and overwhelmed with sorrow that they should
have outlived the total loss of the Holy Land.”

Uncertain of their destiny, and deprived of their possessions,
the Hospitallers reproached themselves for having survived their
brethren ; and to prevent the entire extinction of the Order, the
Grand Master issued a citation to the members of the different
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commandcries in Europe to repair immediately to Cyprus, a
summons responded to with the utmost ardour. A council was
held, which Johm de Villiers addressed as follows :—¢ Fallen
is Jerusalem, my brethren, as you know. A barbarous, but
formidable power has forced us, inch by inch, to abandon Pales-
tine. For the last century we have had to sustain as many
engagements as we have occupied fortresses.  St. John of Acre
has just witnessed our final struggle, and we have left the
greater part of our brethren buried beneath its ruins. It is for
you to replace them ; from your valour we hope for our return
to the Holy Land; and you hold in your hands the lives and
liberties of your brethren, and, above all, of the many Christians
who groan in the prisons of the infidels.”  Such an appeal met
with an enthusiastic vesponse both from young and old, and all
declared their readiness to partake the perils and abide by the
fate of their companions.  The place of their establishment was
next to be settled.  The king of Cyprus had assigned Limisso as
their residence—a small and ill-defended town, which, however,
they were permitted to fortify, and whenee numerous vessels
soon began to issue, destined to protect pilgrims who might be
crossing the seas from the attacks of the infidel Corsairs—and
forming the germ of that famous marine which shortly after-
wards became the terror of the Tuarkish power.

Uneasy at their enforeed dependence upon the king of Cyprus,
it was not long before the Hospitallers began to look around
them for a spot where they might re-establish their power
without obstacle or interference.  Such a place was the neigh-
bouring and fertile island of Rhodes—possessing an exeellent
harbour, and from its position admirably caleulated to form an ad-
vanced bulwark of Europe against the assaults of the Moslems.
It was at that time, though nominally belonging to the Byzantine
cmperor, fallen into the power of certain independent seigneurs,
who had introduced a Turkish aud Saracenic population, and
afforded shelter, it was said, at least, to the infidel Corsairs,
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when pursucd by Christian ships. William de Villaret, with
the design of scizing it, had sccretly spied out its condition ;
but before he could repair to Rome, in order to concert the
enterprise with the pope, he was scized with a mortal sickness,
and Fulk de Villaret, his brother, clected in his place. The
new Grand Master immediately set out for France, accompanied
by his principal knights, where, with the utmost scereey, he laid
open his plans both to the pope and the IFrench king, who
promised him all the support in their power.  To mask the
design, a general crusade was proclaimed, and a flect assembled
at Brindisi; embarking on board of which, the Grand Master,
with a large reinforcement of chivalry, and after taking on
hoard at Cypras the remainder of his knights, cast anchor in
the Gulf of Maceri, within a short distance of Rhodes.  Hence
he despatehed messengers to the Emperor Andronicus, to request
for the Order the formal investiture of Rhodes, whenee they
would engage to expel the Saracen intruders, and, holding the
island as fendatories, furnish every vear three hundred knights,
to command his forces upon the Persian frontier.  This propo-
sition, however, was but little velished by Andronicus, jealous
as he was of the influence of the Latins, and although, in reality,
Rhodes was already almost independent of his power, he threw
a body of forces into the island, which, co-operating with the
Greek and Mussulman  population, obstinately struggled for
four years against the power of the Hospitallers, whose perse-
verance was at length crowned with suecess by the capture of
the city of Rhodes, soon afterwards followed by the submission
of the island. It was in memory of this exploit, so useful to
Christendom, and so glorious to the Order of St. John, that
all Burope agreed in conferring upon the valiant Hospitallers
the new appellation of the Knicurs or Ruobes,

This beautiful island, under the fostering care of the Hos-
pitallers, soon became renowned throughout Europe. The
fortifications were restored and strengthened, each Grand
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Master vying with the others in adding some noble tower or
bastion, which, while it served as an additional defencee, should
prove a monument of his care and munificence. The neigh-
bouring islands all acknowledged, and soon rejoiced under, the
sway of the Christian knights; the harbour of Rhodes was
filled with war-gallics, which kept in check the marine of the
infidels ; while the city was enriched by the commerce attracted
to its harbour. The luxuriance of the vegetation, the purity of
the air, and the lovely scenery of this favoured isle, rendered it
the paradisc of the Hospitallers, who reigned supreme over so
noble a principality.  Not long after their establishment, their
wealth was enormously incrcased by the acquisition of the
property of the Templars, of which the principal portion was
bestowed upon them by the pope; for that fumous body had,
by theiv pride and luxury, even more than by their great pos-
sessions, moved the enmity and covetousness of the Christian
princes.  Horrible accusations were forged against them, and
though the Grand Master, with multitudes of his knights,
asserted their innocence at the stake, the Order was abolished,
and their estates confiscated.  The donation of their wealth
swelled to the highest point the power and influence of the
Kuights of Rhodes; but luxury followed in its train; the
ancient discipline became much impaired 5 the preceptors of the
wealthy commanderies scattered throughout Burope cared for
little else than the quict enjoyment of their possessions; and
the Grand Masters themselves often remained absent for long
periods together at the court of the sovercign pontiff.

But a stormn was fast gathering from the castward which was
to brace up again the relaxed energy of the Order, and, while it
overwhelmed them in inevitable ruin, to cast an additional halo
over their renown, by making the last expiring days of their
occupation more glorious than the first.  The Turkish power
was then approaching its zenith; Constantinople had fallen
before the arms of Mahomet the Sccond; and after taking
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Negropont, the Ottoman conqueror appeared before Rhodes,
swearing that he would put to death the Grand Master with his
own hand, and cxterminate cvery knight that fell into his
power.  His forces were commanded by a renegade of the
Greek family of Paleologus, who, taken at the siege of Constan-
tinople, had preferred an infamous apostasy to an lonourable
death, and from his abilitics and zcal in behalf of his Mussul-
man master, had been endowed with the dignity of a Pasha.
He was assisted by a German engineer, who, after directing the
external operations of the sicge, holdly entered the city, and
pretending to be a runaway Christian, endeavoured to spy out
the weak points of the fortifications, while he conveyed sceret
imtelligence to his confederates ; but being at length deteeted in
his treachery, he was put to death.  We cannot dwell upon the
details of this sicge, under the Grand Mastership of Peter &’ An-
busson, in which, after being reduced to the utmost extremities,
the desperate valour of the knights compelled their enemies to
aretreat. The fate of Rhodes was but for a short time deferred
for Solyman the Great, after the conquest of Belgrade, resolved,
at whatever cost, to wrest this thorn out of his path. 'The
following letters addressed by him with this intention to the
newly-clected Grand Master, 17 Isle Adum, together with the reply
made to them by the latter, are truly characteristic and curious.

“CSUETAN SoryMay, by the grace of God, King of Kings, and
Sovercign of Sovercigns, mighty Emperor of Byzantium and
Trebisond, most puissant King of Persia, Arabia, Syvria, and
Egyvpt, supreme Lord of Burope and Asia, Prince of Mceea
aud Aleppo, and Dominator of the Universal Sca.

“ To Philip Villiers de I'Isle Adam, Grand Master of the Isle
of Rhodes : greeting.

“ 1 congratulate thee on thy novel dignity and on thy arrival
in thy states. T desire that thou mayest reign happily, and yet
morce  gloriously than thy predecessors. It depends but on
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thyself to participate in our benevolenee.  Profit then by our
alliance, and, as our friend, be not thou the last to congratulate
us on the conquests we have just made in Hungary, where we
have rendered ourselves masters of the important city of
Belgrade, after having put to the cdge of our redoubtable sword
all those who dared to resist us. From our camp, this . . . . .
and of the Hegira this . . . .7

The reply to this letter is cqually ambiguous, and significant
of cither peace or war, according as it might be interpreted.

“ From Puwie Vinoiers ve Ulsie Apay, Grand Master of
Rhodes.
“ To Solyman, Sultan of the Turks.

“T have thoroughly comprehended the sense of thy letter,
which thy ambassador has delivered to me. Thy propositions
of peace are as agreeable to us as they will give little pleasure
to Cartogli.  This Corsair, on my passage from France, omitted
nothing in order to sarprise us; but, not succeeding in his
project, and not willing to leave these scas without doing us
some injury, endeavoured to carry off’ two merchant vessels
sailing from our ports. e had even proceeded to scize a bark
belonging to some Candiots; but the galleys of the Order
which T sent forth from Rhodes foreed him to Joosen his hold,
and fearing to fall himself into our power, hie has songht for

safety in preeipitate flight.  Adicu.  From Rhodes, this o7

Feigning not to have reecived this Tetter, although it had, in
fuct, been transmitted to him, Solyman shortly after forwarded
a second to the Grand Master,

“We have been assured,” he said to him, “that the letter
which our Grandeur had written had been delivered to thee,
and that it has oceasioned thee more astonishment than pleasure.
Rest assured that 1 content not mysclf with the capture of

D
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Belgrade, bhut that 1 propose to mysclf very shortly another,
still more important, of which thou shalt soon reeeive notice,—
thou and thy knights being but rarcly absent from my memory.”

As this letter resembled more a deelaration of war than a
proposal of peace, the Grand Master felt bound to reply to it
with equal haughtiness.

“1 am not sorry,” he wrote to Solyman, “that thou remem-
herest thee of myself, and of the knights of our Order. Thou
remindest me of thy conquest in Hungary, and of thy design to
undertake another enterprise, from which thou hopest for a like
suceess @ but hear in mind that, of all projeets that men can
form, none are more uncertain than those which depend on the
fate of awrms. Adien”

To prepare for the coming storm, the Grand Master neg-
leeted no precaution in his power. The forees of the Order
were numbered, and were found to consist of only six hun-
dred knights, and four thousand five hundred soldiers, upon
whom must fall the chief burden of resisting the innumerable
hosts of Solyman, as the people of the town were but hittle to he
rehied one Every possible provision was laid i, and L'Isle
Adam was fortunate enongh to seeure the invaluable aid of the
Chevalier de Martinengue, a celebrated engineer in the employ
of the King of Cypras, who added fresh fortifications to the
already formidable ones with which the ety was defended.
Solyman, at length, thus issued to the Grand Master a formal
summons to surrender.  The robberies that you are constantly
perpetrating upon our faithful subjeets, and the insults which
vou offer to our imperial Majesty, compel us to command you
stantly to give up to us the island and fortress of Rhodes,  If
vou do so with good grace, we swear, by the God who made
Heaven and Barth, by the twenty-six thousand prophets, and
the four Musaphi that fell from heaven, and by our great
prophet Mahomet, that you may go forth from the island, and
that the inhabitants may there remain, without the slightest
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injury from us. But if you defer not promptly to our orders,
you shall all be put to the edge of our redoubtable sword, and
the towers, the bastions, and thce walls of Rhodes, shall be
reduced to the same level as the grass which grows at the foot
of these fortifications.”

Neither the limits nor the character of our work will allow us to
dwell upon the details of this famous sicge, during which this
handful of brave knights gallantly struggled, against two hun-
dred thousand of their enemies.  The Turks were furnished
with a formidable artillery, and the breaches made were nume-
rous; but when they mounted to the assanlt, they found
fresh entrenchiments erected in the rear, while host after host
of the assailants was repulsed and annihilated.  Solyman was in
despair, and for days together shut himself up in his tent, justly
fearing, that while hisx arms were thus kept in cheek before
the walls of Rhodes, a league of the Christian powers would
be formed for its rescue, and for the invasion of his own states.
But the divisions of Christendom, and a series of insuperable
hindrances, prevented the Grand Master from recciving any
assistance from without, and in spite of all his efforts, it became
evident that resistance could not be much longer protracted.
Together with his knights, he resolved to die in the breach, or
bury himsclf beneath the ruins of the city; but when the Turks
had advanced their works even into the body of the place, the
terrified inhabitants entreated the Grand Master to avert from
them, their wives, and children, by a timely surrender, the
horrors of a general assault. A council was accordingly held,
and, the engineers deelaring the city to be utterly untenable,
messengers were detached to the Ottoman  camp, to treat
of a capitulation, which had alrcady been offered to them by
Solyman. The Chevalier de Grolea was honourably received
by the Turkish General, who, in the warmth of an entertainment,
frankly avowced that his master, the Sultan, had lost forty
thousand men by the arms of the knights alone, besides an

e
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almost cqual number who had perished with cold or sickness
since the commencement of the winter. The articles of sur-
render were extremely honourable to the knights, to whom,
together with such of the inhabitants as chosc to share their
fortunes, were to he allowed twelve days to embark their effeets,
and cvacuate the island ; and if they had not sufficient vessels for
this purpose, the deficiency was to be supplied by the Turks.
They were to be allowed to carry away the guns of their galleys,
the relies of the Saints, the sacred vases of the Churches, which
were to be exempted from profanation.  Those inhabitauts who
remained behind were to be released from taxes for five years,
and to be allowed the free exercise of the Christian religion.
The closing scene of the sicge of Rhodes is one of the most
remarkable and touching in the records of history.  The proud
Sultan desired to behold—perhaps at first to insult—the leader
of those heroes who had so long braved his menaces, and defied
his power; and lest his refusal should bring down upon his
brethren, and the inhabitants of the city, the vengeance of an
irritated conqueror, 1271sle Adam magnanimonsly submitted to
what was obviously intended as a personal humiliation, At an
carly hour he repaired to the entry of the tent of Solyman, and
was there suffered to remain almost the entire day, without food,
and exposed to the bitter inclemencey of the season, until, in the
eveniug, he wasinvested in magnificent robes, and, together with
Ins Knights, introduced to an audicnce of the Sultan.  “ This
prince,” to use the words of Vertot, “was touched with the
majesty which shone forth in the person of the Grand Master : in
order to console him, he caused his interpreter to remark, € That
the conquest or the loss of Empires was among the ordinary
playthings of fortune;” and, desirous to attach so great a warrior
to his serviee, he declared, that there was no charge nor dignity
within the compass of his enmipire that he would not freely hestow
upon him, if" he would embrace the Mussulman faith,  L’Isle
Adam, after thanking him for the expressions of his good-will,
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replied, that he should be indeed unworthy of his favours were
he capable of accepting them upon such terms—that so mighty
a prince would be dishonoured by the services of a traitor and
a renegade, contenting himself with the entreaty that Solyman
would order that he should not be troubled in effecting his
embarkation.  Notwithstanding the positive promise of the
Sultan to this cffect, the fury of the Janissaries broke out but a
few days after, and they were proceeding to open pillage, when
the Sultan caused their Aga to be informed that his head should

answer for their further disorders. he determined

Nay, more
himsclf to pay a visit to the Grand Master, who reccived him
with all the respeet due to so powerful a monarch.  On this
extraordinary occasion, Solyman, after accosting the fallen prince
in the most affable manner, exhorted him to bear his altered
fortunes with resolution—deelared that if the term granted for
the embarkation were insuflicient, he would willingly extend 1t
and, after repeating his assurances of inviolable observance of
the terms of the capitulation, said, as he left the palace, to the
General who accompanied him, Tt is not without some pain that
I compel this Christian, at such an age, to go forth from his abode.”

Howcever he might rely upon the promises of Solyman, yet,
learning that he was preparing to return immediately to Con-
stantinople, and justly apprehensive that, with his departure, all
sceurity would cease, 1’Isle Adam gave orders to his followers
to prepare for immediate departure.  The cmbarkation took
place with indescribable disorder, and in the midst of the
most heart-rending misery.  Four thousand inhabitants, rather
than remain under the sway of the infidels, and deter-
mined to embrace the fortunes of the knights, were hurried on
board, and, having watehed over the embarkation of s com-
panions, and taken his final leave of the Sultan, the Grand
Master, last of all, went on hoard the great carack, containing
the principal commaunders, and especially the sick and wounded
knights, so that it might be said that this vessel carried with it
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all the fortuncs of the Order.  Fifty ships of different burden
composed the rest of the fleet, which set sail on the Ist of
January, 1523 ; and thus the few knights, who remained after
so long and murderous a siege, beheld themselves reduced to
the sad nccessity of abandoning the island, where they had
reigned with so much glory for ncarly 220 years,

On a visit to Rhodes, some years ago, 1 was delighted to find
the fortifications, and cven private dwellings, crected by the
Hospitallers, subsisting, in the main, intact, and became at
last familiar with cvery tower and gateway, hut cespecially
with the “St1rapA DED CAVALIERL or ¢ Street of the Knights;”
a Jong and picturesque avenue of gothic houses, formerly
occupicd by the most distinguished of these military monks, and
still bearing the undefaced armorial bearings of the different
nations of Christendom, and of that noble family from which the
individual tenant was descended. Some pious travellers have
even regilt and repainted the fading emblazonry, and thus so
complete is everything, that one might alimost expeet the
stalwart champions of the extinet Order, to step forth 1 mail
of proof from their gothie portals, into the street which onee
cchoed with their iron tread; but, though the buildings
are fresh as from yesterday’s clisel, the streets are silent as
the neighbouring cemeteries—rank grass springs up between
the interstices of the pavement, and during the long sum-
mer days, the twitter of the swallows in the eaves of the
carved mullions is the only sound of life.  All the vitality of
Rhodes, in fact, was suddenly extinguished by the departure
of the knights, and it has gradually dwindled down, until a thin-
sown population of mingled Turks and Greeks oceupies the
proud city, once gallant with chivalry, and cnriched by com-
meree.  Its lofty towers, around which the storm of battle has
so often rung, are silent and tenantless ; few and ignoble are
the passengers who awaken by their footsteps the echoes of
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its portals; and you may make the eireuit of its walls without
encountering a living creature but a lizard.

The gothie city of Rhodes may be likened to a beautiful
body from which the soul has departed ;5 but nature adorns the
island itself with never-fading verdure and loveliness.  From
the hills above the former, the prospeet over sea and land isone
of matchless beauty, and the interior is a perfeet garden. Almost
every inhabitant has a bunch of roses in his hand, thus vindi-
cating the original derivation of the name.  Nowonder that the
knights struggled so gallantly to maintain such a possession—
that the decks of the fugitive vessels, as the land faded from
their sight, resonnded with the tears of the exiles who accom-
panied their fortunes, and that when, after their long wanderings,
they found at length a new home upon the rock of Malta, they
bitterly contrasted its arid and forbidding appearanee with the

terrestrial paradise from which they had heen expelled.

But to return from this digression. Compelled to embark in the
depth of winter, the fugitives were overtaken by afurious storm,
which, after sinking some of their over-crowded vessels, and dis-
masting others, seattered them ahroad in different places on the
coast of Cyprus.  The Grand Master, on landing, found himself
called upon to provide for this unhappy crowd of sick and destitute
persons, by whom he was regarded as a father, and with whom he
declared himsclf ready to partake the possessions of his Order.
The Governor of Cyprus requested him to make the island his
asylum during the winter, but L’Isle Adam, justly indignant. at
his abandonment of them, resolved to remain no longer than was
needful to refit his shattered vessels. This being done, he set sail
in March, despatching, at the same time, ambassadors to the
different Christian prinees, and especizally to the Pope, to inform
them of the fall of Rhodes, in great measure attributable to their
neglect to afford him the necessary succour.  Fearful, above
all things, lest the loss of their stronghold might be followed by
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the general dispersion of the knights, he entreated the pontiff
to issue a Bull, enjoining the seattered memhbers of the Order
to repair, on pain of excommunication and deprivation, to what-
cver spot, might he appointed as their temporary scat by the autho-
rity of the Grand Master.  Furnished with this instrument,
on arriving with his charge at Messing, 17Isle Adam called
together the knights then present, many of whom had openly
deelared their intention of retiring to their respeetive countrics,
and, by a judicious union of authority and tenderness, sueceeded
in preventing aomeasure, which must have inevitably entailed the
ruin of the Hospitallers, and in engaging his followers to remain
together until hie should succeed in obtaining some new establish-
ment for themn.

We eannot minutely attempt to follow 17Tsle Adam through the
many years of wandering, which clapsed from the expulsion of the
knights from Rhodes until their settlement at Malta.  Driven
from Messina by the plague, he embarked for the Papal States,
and, repairing to Rome, held conference with the pope as to the
most cligible xpot, upon which to build up again the fallen power
of his brethren. The pontift appointed Viterbo as their tem-
porary residencee, and the island of Malta having been proposed
as a permanent abode, ambassadors were sent by the Grand Mas-
ter to Charles Vo, to solicit their investiture with this possession
—a proposal to which that astute emperor listened with seeret
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