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PREFACE

IT is now about five years since I submitted ~to
the public my ¢Three Years’ Wanderings in ‘the
Northern Provinces of China’ Shortly after the
publication of that volume I was deputed by the
Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India
Company to proceed to China for the purpose of
obtaining the finest varieties of the Tea-plant, as well
as native manufacturers and implements, for the
Government Tea plantations in the Himalayas. On
the 20th of June, 1848, I left Southampton, with
many other passengers, in the Peninsular and Oriental
Company’s steam-ship ¢Ripon,” Captain Moresby,
LN, and landed in Hong-kong on the 14th of
August.

As I went far inland, and visited many distriets
almost unknown to Europeans, I now venture to lay
an account of my travels and their results before the
public. Blessed with a sound constitution and good
health. 1 cared little for luxuries, and made light of
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the hardships of a traveller’s life. New scenes, new
countries, and new plants were day by day spread out
before me and afforded gratification of the highest and
purest kind. And even now, when on a different side
of the globe and far removed from such scenes and
such adventures, I often look back upon them with
feelings of unalloyed pleasure,

The important objects of my mission have been
brought to a successful termination. Upwards of
twenty thousand tea-plants, eight first-rate manu-
facturers, and a large supply of implements were
procured from the finest tea-distriets of China, and
couveyed in safety to the Himalayas. In the course
of my travels I discovered many useful and orna-
mental trees and shrubs, some of which, such as the
Funereal Cypress, will one day produce a striking
and beautiful effect in our English landscape and
in our cemeteries.

In publishing this account of my journey I may
repeat what I said in the introduction to my former
¢ Wanderings *—“I have no intention of writing or
making a book upon China.” My object is to give
a peep into the Celestial Empire, to show its strange
hills and romantic valleys, its rivers and canals, its
natural productions, whether in the field, on the hill-
side, or in the garden, and its strange and interesting
people, as they were seen by me in their every-day
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life. As I hope my readers will accompany me
through the whole of my journey, I shall have the
pleasure of taking them to India and the Himalayas,
and showing them the Government Tea plantations,
from which much is expected, and which are likely
to prove of great advantage, not only to India but
also to England and her wide-spreading colenies.

Having thus given an idea of what may be ex-
pected in the following pages, I have only to express
a hope that the work may be received by the public
in the same kind spirit, and with the same in-
dulgence and favour, that were shown to my former
¢ Wanderings.’

Brompton, April, 1852,
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JOURNEY

TO THE

TEA DISTRICTS OF CHINA.

CHAPTER 1.

Arrive at Hong-kong — Excitement on the arrival of the mail —
Centipode boats — Uy of llung-kuny by 1nconlight ~— ‘Town of
Victoria — Its trees and gardens — Mortality amongst the troops
— Its canse ~—— A rvemncdy suguested — Fail lor Bhanphae — Ita
importanee as a place of trade — New Euglish town aud shipping
— The gardens of the foreign 1esidents.

O~ the 14th of August. 1848, the Peninsular and
Oriental Company’s steam-ship “ Braganza,” in which
I was a passenger, dropped her anchor in the Bay of
Hong-kong, at nine o’clock in the evening. In a few
seconds our decks were crowded with the inhabitants of
the place, all anxious to meet their i:iends, or to hear
the news from home. As I did not intend to go on
shore yntil the following morning, 1 had sufficient lei-
sure to survey the busy and exeiting scene around me,

Amongst the numerous bosts which came off 1o us
there were two which presented a most striking ap~
pearance. They were very long and narrow, and
were each propelled by about fifty cars. They had
been built by the English and American merchants
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to convey the news to Canton on the arrival of the
mail. The moment these boats received their de-
spatches they started on their journey, and, as they
belonged to opposition parties, cach did its best to
outstrip the other; and, as it was oftcn a matter of
considerable importance to get the earliest news, a
large sum of money was distributed amongst the erew
of the winning boat.

The boatinen made a great noise ; Chinamen like,
all were talking, all were giving orders, for each had
a stake In the winning of the race. At last the
papers. letters, or whatever they had to take, were
put on board, and off they started across the bay for
the mouth of the Canton or “Pearl” river. They
ploughed the water like two cnormous centipedes,
and, although they were going very fast, they were
visible for some time in the clear moonlight. I
watched them from the deck of the steamer until
they were lost in the distance, but even then and for
some time afterwards I could hear distinetly the
quick splash of the oars and the noise of the boisterous
crews. Steam has now invaded the quict waters of
the Pearl river, and these boats are numbered amongst
the things that were.

The noise and excitement connected with the
arrival of the mail gradually subsided ; those of our
visitors who had been lucky enough to get held of a
¢ Straits Tines,” ¢ Home News,’ or ¢ Times,’ re-
turned on shorc to peruse it, while others hastened
home to communicate to their friends the news they
had been able to pick up from the officers or passen-



Cnar, 1. BAY OF IONG-KONG—VICTORIA. 3

gers of the ship. By eleven o’clock at night all was
perfectly quiet. Captain Potts and myself had our
chairs taken up on deck, and we sat down to breathe
the cool air and enjoy the scene by which we were
surrounded.,

It was a clear moonlight night; such a night as
one sees only In the sunny lands of the East. Those
who have anchored in the Bay of Hong-kong by
moonlight will agree with me that the seene at such
a time is one of the grandest and most beautiful
which can be imagined. On this evening the land-
locked bay was smooth as glass, scarcely a breath of
air fanned the water, and as the clear moonbeams
played upon its surface it seemed covered with glit-
tering gems. Numerous vessels, from all parts of
the world, lay dotted around us, their dark hulls and
tall masts looming large in the distance. The view
was bounded on all sides by rugged and barren hills,
and it required no great stretch of fancy to imagine
oneself on a highland lake.

The white town of Vietoria was distinctly visible
from where we lay, and very pretty it appeared in
the moonlight. It is built along the southern shores
of the bay, and in some places extends a considerable
way up the side of the hill. The background of the
picture consisted of a chain of rugged mountains,
which are nearly two thousand feet above the level of
the sea. Altogether the view was & charming one.

‘When I went on shore the following morning I
found a great change had taken place since 1845;
many parts of the town, then bare, were now denscly

B 2
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covered with houses. Our merchant-princes had
built themselves houses not inferior to those in the
far-famed ¢ City of Palaces;” and the barracks for
the troops were equally handsome and expensive,
although unfortunately not equally healthy. And,
last of all, & pretty English church was riging slowly
on the hill side.

An interest in gardening and planting had sprung
up which promises to lead to most satisfactory resnlts,
When I was formerly in Hong-kong every one com-
plained of the barren appearauce of the island, and of
the intense heat and glare of the sun, Officers in
the army, and others who had been many years in
the hotter parts of India, all agreed that there was a
fierceness and oppressiveness In the sun’s rays here
which they had never experienced in any other part
of the world. From 1843 to 1845 the mortality was
very great; whole regiments were nearly swept away,
and many of the Government officers and erchants
shared the samne fate. Various opinions were ex-
pressed regarding the cause which produced these
great disasters; some said one thing and some ano-
ther; almost all seemed to think that imperfect
drainage had something to do with it, and a hue and
cry was set up to have the island properly drained.
But the island is a chain of mountains; there is very
little flat ground anywhere upon it, and hence the
water which flows from the sides of the hills gushes
rapidly down towards the sea. Imperfect drainage,

therefore, could have very little to do with its un-
healthiness,
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1 have always thought that, although various causes
may operate to render Hong-kong unhealthy, yet one
of the principal reasons is the absence of trees and of
the shade which they afford. In a communication
which I had the honour to make to the Govermnent
here in 1844 I pointed out this circumstance, and
strongly recommended them to preserve the wood
then growing upon the island from the Chinese, who
were in the habit of cutting it down annually, and at
the same time to plant extensively, particularly on
the sides of the roads and on the lower hills. I am
happy to say that these recommendations have been
carried out to a certain extent, although not so fully
as I had wished. It is well known that a healthy
vegetation, such as shrubs and trees, decomposes the
carbonic acid of the atmosphere, and renders it fit for
respiration ; besides which thcre is a softness and
coolness about trees, particularly in a hot climate,
that is always agreeable.

Many of the inhabitants have taken up the matter
with great spirit, and have planted all the ground
near their houses. Some of them have really beau-
tiful gardens. 1 may instance those of His Exeellency
the Governor at “ Spring Gardens,” of Messrs. Dent
and Co. at “Green Bank,” and of Messrs. Fardine
and Matheson at * East Pomf.” In order to give
some idea of a Hong-kong garden I shall attempt to
describe Messrs. Dent’s, which was then in the pos-
session and under the fostering care of Mr. Braine :—

This garden is situated on the sloping sides of a
vallev near the bottom of oue of the muncrous ravines
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which are seen on the sides of the Hong-kong hills.
It is near the centre of the new town of Victoria, and
is one of its greatest ornaments. On one side nothing
is seen but rugged mountains and barren hills, but
here the eye rests upon a rich and luxuriant vegeta-
tion, the beauty of which is greatly enhanced by the
contrast.

Every one interested in Chinese plants has heard
of the garden of the late Mr. Beale at Macao, a friend
of Mr. Reeves, and like him an ardent botanical
collector. Nearly the whole of the English residents
left Macac and went to Hong-kong when that island
was ceded to England, and all the plants in Mr.
Beale’s garden which conld Le moved with safety
were brought over in 1845 and planted in the garden
at “ Green Bank.”

On enteriug the garden at its lower side there 1s a
wide chunamed walk leading in a winding manner up
the side of the ll, in the direction of the house.
On each side of this walk are arranged the trees and
shrubs indigenous to the country, as well as many of
the fruits, all of which grow most luxuriantly. Ficus
nitida, the Chinese banyan, grows on the right-hand
side, and promises soon to form a beautiful tree.
This is one of the most valuable trees for ornamental
purposes met with in the south of China. It grows
rapidly with but little care, its foliage is of a glossy
green colour, and it soon affords an agreeable shade
from the fierce rays of the sun, which renders it peca-
liarly valuable in a place like llong-kong. The
India-rubber tree (Flicws elastica) also succeeds well
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in the same part of the garden, but it grows much
slower than the species just noticed. On the other
side of the main walk I observed several specimens
of the Indian “*neem” trec (Melia Azedarach), which
grows with great vigour, but is rather liable to have
its branches broken by high winds, owing to the
brittle nature of the wood. This defect renders it of
less value than it otherwise would be, particularly in
a place so liable to high winds and typhoons. This
same Mclia seems to be found all round the world in
tropical and temperate latitndes; I believe it exists
in South America, and I have seen it in Gibraltar,
Malta, Egypt, Aden, Ceylon, the Straits, and in the
south and north of China, at least as far north as the
31st degree of north latitude. Amongst other plants
worthy of notice in this part of the garden are the
Chinese cimamon, the pretty .1glaia odorats, and
Murraya exotica, both of which arc very sweet
scented and much cultivated by the Chinese. Two
specimens of the cocoa-nut palm imported from the
Straits are promising well. Other fruits—such as the
loquat (Eriobotrya japonica), the Chinese gooseherry
(Averrhoa Carambola), the wangpee (Cookie prtne-
tata), and the longan and lecchee—are all succecding
as well as could be expected, considering the short time
they have been planted. The Pinus sineuses, which
is met with on the sides of every barren hill, both in
the south and north of China, and which is generally
badly used by the natives, who lop off its under
branches for fucl, is here growing as it ought to do.
The Chinese have becn prevented, not vithout seme
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difficulty, from cutting off the under branches, and
the tree now shows itself in its natural beauty. It
does not seem to grow large, but in a young state,
with its fine green foliage reaching to the ground, it is
not unhandsome.

As the main walk approaches the terrace on which
the honse stands it turns to the right, between two
rows of beautiful vellow bamboos. This species of
bamboo is a very striking one, and well worthy of
some attention in England ; the stems are straight, of
a fine vellow colour, and beautifully striped with
green, as if done by the hand of a first-rate artist. I
sent a plant of it to the Ilorticultural Society in 1844,

At the bottom of the terrace on which the house
stands there is a long narrow bamboo avenue, which
is called the ¢ Orchid Walk.” This always affords a
cool retreat, even at mid-day, as the rays of the sun
can only partially reach it, and then they are cooled
by the dense foliage. Iere are cultivated many of
the Chinese orchids and other plants which require
shade. Amongst them I observed Phaius grandifo-
lius, Cymbidium sinense and aloifolium, Aerides odo-
ratum, Vande nultifiora and teretifolia, Renanthera
coccinea, Fernandezia ensifolia, Arunding sinensis,
Habenaria Susanne, a species of Cypripedium, and
Spathoglottis Fortuni. There are algo some other
plants, such as Chirila sinensis, the “ man-neen-
chung” (a dwarf species of Lycopodium, highly
prized by the Chinese), and various other things
which, taken all together, render this shaded “ Orchid
Walk ™ a spot of much interest.

¢
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Above the “Orchid Walk” is a green sloping
bank, on which are growing some fine specimens of
bamboos, Poinciana pulcherrima, myrtles, Gardenias,
oleanders (which thrive admirably in China}, Creton
variegatum and pictum, Magnolia fuscata, Olea fra-
grans, Dracena ferrea, and Buddlea Lindleyanc.
The latter was brought down from Chusan by me in
1844, and is now common in several gardens on the
island, where it thrives well, and 1s almost always in
bloom, although the flower-spikes are mot so fine as
they are in a colder climate. A large collection of
plants in pots are arranged on each side of the bread
terrace in front of the mansion. These consist of
camellias, azaleas, roses, and such plants as are seen
in the Fa-tee gardens at Canton; many of the pots
are prettily painted in the Chinese style, and placed
epon porcelain stands.

‘When it is remembered that six years before Hong-
kong was but a barren island, with only a few huts
upon it, inhabited by pirates or poor fishermen, it is
surprising that in so short a time a large town should
have risen upon the shores of the bay, containing
many houses like palaces, and gardens, too, such as
this, which enliven and beautify the whole, and add
greatly to the recreation, comfort, and health of the
inhabitants.

If we cxcept the troops in the new barracks, the
inhabitants generally—at least those who use common
precaution—are now enjoying as good health as falls
to the lot of our countrymen elsewhere in Eastern
countries ; but the state of the troops has been, until
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very lately, most melancholy and alarming. General
D’Aguilar, when commander-in-chief in the colony,
predicted the loss, in three years, of a number equal
to the strength of one regiment, and his prediction
has been almost verificd. This sacrifice of human
life is fearful to contemplate. The merchant may
complain of the dulness of trade in the colony, the
political economist may cry out about its expensive-
ness, but these matters sink into insignificance when
compared with such loss of human life.

The question “ Why do soldiers suffer more than
other men?” naturally presents itself, and I humbly
think it is not difficult to answer. They have not
the same oceupation for the mind as tradesmen, mer-
chants, and others; of cxcitement they have little or
none; day after day the same dull routine of duty
has to be got through, and, in addition to this, they
are often exposed to the night air. When some of
them get an attack of fever, others who look on
become nervous and predisposed to disease, and arc
soon laid up in hospital with their comrades. And
add fo all these things the effeets of the Chinese
spirit called *Samshoo,” which drives men mad,
and, as Captain Massie, of the * Cleopatra,” so justly
observed in the Supreme Court, *makes bad men of
the best in the ship.”

If these are the main causes of fever and death
amongst the troops, it surcly is not difficolt to point
out a remedy. The editor of the ‘China Mail’
Justly remarks that ‘‘the climate was blamed for
much that arose from a blind adherence to regulations
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as to diet, drill, discipline, and quarters, which, if
tried on the civil community, would, in all proba-
bility, have produced similar disastrous effects.” It
is satisfactory to observe that now the system of
treatment has been completely changed, and appa-
rently with the most satisfactory results. The editor
of the paper already quoted observes that General
Jervois “has done much to improve the condition of
the soldiers, by considering them as men, and not mere
machines. They have more freedom, and, it is said,
better food and more airy quarters. Something has
been done also to relieve the emnui of idleness, by the
introduction and encouragement of amusements”*
It is to be hoped that these measures will be crowned
with entire success, and that the soldiers will scon be
ag healthy as the rest of the community.

Having nothing to detamm me in Ilong-kong, I
took the earliest opportunity of going northwards to
Shanghae. This town is the most northerly of the
five ports at which foreigners are permitted to trade,
and is situated nearly onc thousand miles north-cast
from Hong-kong. In 1844 I published an account
of it in the ¢ Athenmum,” amd in 1846 1 described it
more fully in my ¢Wanderings. In both these
works I ventured to point it out as a place likely to
become of great importance both to England and
America as 2 port of trade easy of acccss from the sea.
“ Taking into consideration its proxiniity to the large
towns of Hangchow, Souchow, and the ancient capital
of Nanking ; the large native trade; the convenience

+ haloud € hia Mat, Tung 1551
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of inland transit by means of rivers and canals; the
fact that teas can be bronght here more readily than
to Canton ; and, lastly, viewing this place as an im-
mense mart for our cotton manufactures,—there can be
no doubt that in a few years it will not only rival Can-
ton, but become a place of far greater importance.*
‘When these remarks were written the war had just
been brought to a satisfactory termination, and the
treaty of Nanking had been wrung from the Chi-
nese. The first merchant-ship had entered the river,
one or two English merchants had arrived, and we
were living in wretched Chinese houses, eating with
chop-sticks, half starved with cold, and sometimes
drenched in bed with rain. When the weather hap-
pened to be frosty we not unfrequently found the
floors of our rooms in the morning covered with snow.,
A great change has taken place since those days. I
now found myself (September, 1848), after having
been in England for nearly three years, once more in
a China boat sailing up the Shanghae river towards
the city. The first object which met my view as I
approached the town was a forest of masts, not op
junks only, which bad becn so striking on former
occasions, but of goodly foreign ships, chiefly from
England and the United States of America. There
were now twenty-six large vesscls at anchor here,
many of which had come loaded with the produce of
our manufacturing districts, and were returning filled
with silks and teas. Dut I was much more surprised
with the appearance which the shore presented than

* Three Years' Wanderings in (hina.
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with the shipping. I had heard that many English
and American houses had been buili, indeed one or
two were being built beforc I left China; but a new
town, of very considerable size, now occupied the
place of wretched Chinese hovels, cotton-fields, and
tombs. The Chinesc were moving gradually back-
wards into the country, with their families, effects,
and all that appertained unto them, reminding one of
the aborigines of the West, with this important dif-
ference, that the Chinese gencrally left of their free
will and were Iiberally remunerated for their property
by the foreigners. Their chief care was to remove,
with their other effects, the bodies of their deceased
friends, which are commonly interred on private pro-
perty near their houses. Hence it was no uncommon
thing to meet several coffins being borne by coolies
or friends to the westward. In many instances when
the coffins were uncovered they were found totally
decayed, and it was impossible to remove them.
When this was the case, a Chinese might be seen
holding a book in his hand, which contained a hst of
the bones, and directing others in their search after
these the Jast remnants of mortality.

It is most amusing fo see the groups of Chinese
merchants who come from some distance inland on a
visit to Shanghae. They wander about along the
river side with wonder depicted in their countenances.
The square-rigged vessels which crowd the river, the
houses of the foreigners, their horses and their dogs,
are all objects of wonder, even more so than the
foreigners themselves. Mr. Beale, who has one of
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the finest houses here, has frequent applications from
respectable Chinese who are anxious to see the inside
of an English dwelling. These applications are
always complied with in the kindest manner, and the
visitors depart highly delighted with the view. It is
to be hoped that these peeps at our comforts and
refinements may have a tendency to raise the *bar-
barian race” a step or two higher in the eyes of the
¢ enlightened ” Chinese.

A pretty English church forms one of the orna-
ments of the new town, and a small cemetery has
been purchased from the Chinesc; it is walled round,
and has a little chapel in the centre. In the course
of time we may perhaps take a lesson from the Chi-
nese, and render this place a more pleasing object
than it is at present. Were it properly laid out with
good walks, and planted with weeping willows,
cypresses, pines, and other trees of an ornamental
and appropriate kind, it would tend to raise us in
the eyes of a people who of all nations are most par-
ticular In their attention to the graves of the dead.

The gardens of the foreign residents in Shanghae
are not unworthy of notice; they far excel those of
the Chinese, both in the number of trees and shrubs
which they contain, and also in the neat and tasteful
manner in which they are laid out and arranged.

The late Mr. Hetherington® was the first fo

* Mr. Hetherington fell a vietim to o fever of & very fatal kind
which prevailed in the gutumn of 1848, Ile was g true specimen of
the old English gentleman, and was deeply regreited by all who had
the pleasure of knowing him.
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attempt rearing vegetables on a large scale. He
introduced asparagus, which new succeeds admirably
at Shanghae, rhubarb, scakale, and al} the vegetables
common in English gardens. Ie also raised the
strawberry from some seeds I sent him in 1846, and
large quantities of this fine fruit werc seen for the
first time in Shanghae in the sammer of 1850. The
ground about the town is too low and wet for the
growth of the potato, and hence no one has succeeded
in rearing what would be called a good crop of this
desirable vegetable. In the course of time, however,
when the cultivation is attcmpted in the higher parts
of the country, we may expcet to got better potatoes
here than at Macao, although the latter are usually
most excellent.

The English consul, Mr. Aleock, has also a good
vegetable garden on the grounds attached to the eon-
sulate. There is a noble plant of the Glycine sinen-
sts in this garden, which flowers most profusely, and
becomes covered with its Jong legumes, or pea-like
fruit, which ripen to perfection.

The two most beautiful ornamental gardens are
those of Mr. Beale and the Mcssrs. Mackenzie, Mr.
Beale's house, a fine square building of two stories, is
placed in the centre of the garden. In front is a fine
grass lawn, which extends from the house to the
boundary-wall near the river. Behind the house
there is another lawn surrounded with a dwarf orna-
mental wall. A wide gravel walk, lcading from the
entrance to the back part of the garden, divides the
house from the business part of the premises. This
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garden is rich in plants indigenous to China, and also
contains many which have been introduced from other
parts of the world. On entering the gate the first
thing which strikes a botanist is a fine specimen of the
new funereal cypress, nearly six feet high, and just
beginning to show its beautiful weeping habit. This
has been obtained from the interior, as it is not found
in the neighbourhood of Shanghae. Mr. Beale
intends to plant another on the opposite side of the
gate, and, when the two grow up, a very striking and
pretty effect will be produced. In the same border
there are fine specimens of TWeigele rosea, Forsythia
viridigsima, Chimenanthus, Moutuns, Lagersiranius,
roses, &c., and of nearly all the new plants sent home
to the Horticultural Society from 1843 to 1846. In
this part of the garden there is also a fine plant of the
new Berberisjaponica, lately obtained from the interior.

The American Magnolia grandifiora has been
intreduced here, and promises to be a very orna-
mental tree ; its fine green leaves and noble flowers
are much admired by the northern Chinese, Several
plants of Cryptomeria japonica are succeeding admi-
rably, and will soon be much more beautiful than any
in this part of the country. The garden has been
raised with a large quantity of fresh soil considerably
above the level of the surrounding ground, so that all
the family of the pines succeed much better than in
those places where they are usually planted by the
Chinese; besides, the latter generally spoil all the
trees belonging to this family by lopping off the lower
branches for firewood.
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Large quantities of the Olea fragrans, the Qui
Wha, are planted in different parts of the garden.
These succeed much better here than in the south of
China. In the autumn, when they are in bloom, the
air is perfumed with the most delicious fragrance. .
Another most fragrant plant is the new Gardenia
(G. Fortuniana), now common in English gardens, to
which it was introduced by the Horticultural Society
in 1845. In Mr. Beale’s garden many of the bushes
of this charming species are ten or twelve feet in cir-
cumference, and in the scason are covered with fine
double white flowers, as large as a camellia, and highly
fragrant. Altogether this is a most interesting garden,
and promises to be to Shanghae what the well-known
garden of Mr. Beale’s father was to Macao.

The Messrs. Mackenzie’s garden here 1s also
well worthy of notice. It resembles some of those
attached to the neat suburban residences near Lon-
don. The shrubs are arranged with great taste in
groups and single specimens on the lawn, and consist
of all the species and varieties common in this part of
China. The collection of Azaleas is particularly fine.
During the summer time, when these plants are in
bloom, they are placed on a stage, and protected
from the sun and rain. They flower in great pro-
fusion; the individoual flowers are larger, and the
colours are more brilliant, than they are in England.
Here, too, are gorgeous specimens of the new Vibur-
nums (V. plicatum and V. macrocephalum) sent to
Chiswick in 1845. The first English apple-tree
fruited in this garden about a year ago.
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The gentlemen connected with the London Mis-
sionary Society have a village of their own about a
quarter of a mile back from the English town. Jach
house has a good garden in front of it, full of inter-
esting Chinese shrubs and trees. Dr. Lockhart has
the fincst collection.

Thesce short statements are sufficient to show what
has leen done sinee the last war. Chinese plants
have not oaly been introduced to Europe and Ame-
rica, to cnliven and beautify our parks and gardens,
but we bave also enriched those of the Celestial
Empire with the produetions of the West. N thing,
T helieve, can give the Chinese a higher idea of our
cihvilisation and attainments than our love for flowers,
or tend more to ereate a kindly feeling between us
and them.

Before all these gardens conld be stocked the
demand for shrubs and trees was necessarily great,
and varietics which in former days were compara-
tively rare about Shanghac have been brought down
in boat-loads and sold at very low prices. Good
voung plants of Cryptomeria, three to four feet in
height, arc now sold for thirty cash each, about a
penny of our money ; a hundred fine bushy plants of
the new Gardenia just noticed have frequently been
bought for a dollar. It is amusing to see the boat-
loads of plants ranged along the river banks to tempt
the eye of the English planter. They are chicfly
brought from the large towns of Soo-chow and Hang-
chow, the former fifty miles distant, and the latter
about a hundred,
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CHAPTER IL

My ohjeot in coming north — Difiiculty in procuring tea-plants — No
depondence can be placed wpon the Chinese — Adupt the dress of
the country — Start Jor the interior —— Mule of getting my head
shavod — City of Kea-hing-foo and its old cemetery — Lnkes and
¢ ling ¥ — Mode of cathering the gy " — Grent silk country «—
Increase in exports — City of Reh-mun-yuen — Fear of thieves —
Iang-chow-foo — The * Garden of Ching” — Deseription. of the eity
and its aubnrbs — Gaicty ol the people — Adventure in the city
—~ Kan-du — A *“clop” — A Chinese iun — [ get no breakiust
and lose my dinner — Boas engaged for IIwuy-chow — Linportance
of Mang-chow Doth for 1rading and “ sgueezing.”

Mrx object in coming thus far north was to obtain
seeds and plants of the tea shrub for the Ilon. East
India Company’s plantations in the north-west provinces
of India. 1t was amatter of great importance to pro-
cure them from those districts in China where the
best teas were produccd, and 1 now set about accom-
plishing this object. There were various tea districts
near Ning-po where very fair green teas were prepared
for Chinese us:; but these teas were not very well
snited to the foreign market. It might be that the
plant was precisely the same variety from which the
finer sorts were made, and that the difference consisted
only in climate, in soil, or, more likely still, in a
different mode of manipulation. This might or might
not be the case; no one, so far as I knew, had ever
visited the Hwuy-chow district and brought away
plants from the tea hills there. In these circum-
c 2
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stances I considered that it would be a most unsatis-
factory proceeding to procure plants and seeds from
the Ning-po district only, or to take it for granted
that they were the same as those in the great green-
tea country of Hwuy-chow.

It was a very easy matter to get plants and seeds
from the tea countries near Ning-po. Foreigners are
allowed to visit the islands in the Chusan archi-
pelago, such as Chusan and Kin-tang, in both of
which the tea shrub is most abundant. They can
also go to the cclebrated temple of Tein-tung, about
twenty miles inland, in the neighbourhood of which
tea is cultivated upon an extensive scale.

But the Hwuy-chow district is upwards of 200
miles inland from either of the northern ports of
Shanghae or Ning-po. Tt is a sealed country to
Europeans. If we except the Jesnit missionaries, no
one has ever entered within the sacred precinets of
Hwuy-chow.*

Having determined, if possible, to procure plants
and seeds from this celebrated country, there were
but two ways of proceeding in the business. Either
Chinese agents must be employed to go into the
country to procure them and bring them down, or I
must go there myself. At first sight the former way
seemed the only one possible—certainly it was the
casicst. But there were some very formidable objec-
tions to this course. Suppose I had engaged Chinese
agents for this purpose—and plenty would have

* Bince this was written I have Leen informed that the Rev. Mr.
Medhurst jassed throuyl: some part of this district.
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undertaken the mission—how could I be at all cer-
tain that the plants or seeds which they would have
brought me had been obtained in the districts in
question? No dependence can be placed upon the
veracity of the Chinese. I may seem uncharitable,
but such is really the case; and if it snited the pur-
pose of the agents employed in this matter they
would have gone a few miles inland to the nearest
tea district—one which I could have visited myself
with ease and safety—and have made up their col-
lection there. After staying away for a month or
two they would have returncd to me with the collec-
tion, and, if requisite, have sworn that they had
obtained it in the country to which I had desired
them to proceed. It is just possible that they might
have done otherwise; but cven if they had I could
not have been certain that such was the case, and I
thercfore abandoned all idea of managing the business
in that way, and determined to make an effort to
penetrate into the Hwuy-chow conntry myself, where
I could not only procure the true plants which pro-
duce the finest green teas of commerce, but also gain
some information with regard to the nature of the
soil of the district and the best modes of cultiva-
tion.

I had two Hwuy-chow men in my serviee at this
time. I sent for them, and inquired whether it was
possible to penetrate so far into the country. They
replied that we could easily do so0, and that they were
quite willing to accompany me, only stipulating that
I should discard my English costume and adopt the
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dress of the country. I knew that this was indis-
pensable if I wished to accomplish the object in view,
and readily acceded to the terms.

My servants now procured me a Chinese dress,
and had the tail which I had worn in former years
nicely dressed by the barber.  Everything was soon
in readiness except the boat which had to be engaged
for the first stage of our journey. This was, just
then, a diffieult matter, owing to some boatmen hav-
ing Dbeen severely punished by the Chinese autho-
rities for taking three or four foreigners some distance
inland to see the silk districts. These gentlemen
went in the Euglish dress, and complaints were con-
sequently made by the officers in the distriets through
which they passed to the mandarins in Shanghae.
On this aecount it was impossible to engage a boat as
a foreigner, and I desired mv servant to hire it in
his own name, and merely state that two other per-
sons were to accompany him. IHe agreed to this
plan, and soon returned with a “chop,” or agrec-
ment, which he had c¢ntered into with a man who
cugaged to take us as far as the city of Hang-
chow-foo.

Thus far all was right; but now my two men
began to be jealous of each other, each wanting to
manage the concern, with the view, as it proved
ultimately, of getting as many dollars out of me
as possible. One of them had been engaged as a
servant and linguist, and the other was little hetter
than a common coolic. I therefore intrusted the
managenient of our affairs to the former, much to
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the disgust of the other, who was an clder man. In
an ordinary case I would have sent one of them
away, but, as I had but little confidence in either, I
thought that in their present jealous state the onc
would prove a check upon the other. The projected
journey was a long one, the way was unknown to me,
and I should have been placed in an awkward posi-
tion had they agreed to rob me, and then run off and
leave me when far iuland. The jealvus feeling that
existed between them was thercfore, 1 considered,
rather a safeguard than otherwisc.

As I was anxious to keep the matier as secret as
possible, I intended to have left the English part of
the town at night in a chair, and gone oun board the
boat near to the east gate of the city, where she lay
moored in the river.  Greatly to iy surprise, how-
ever, I observed a boat, such as I knew mine to be,
alongside of one of the English jetties, and apparently
ready for my reception. “Is that the boat that you
have engaged ?” said I to my servant Wang, +Ycs,”
said he, ‘“that eoclie has gonc aud told the boatman
all about the matter, and that an Englishman is
going in his boat.” “ But will the boatman consent
to go now ?”  “ Oh! yes,” he replied, «if you will
only add a trifle more to the fare.” To this I con-
sented, and, after a great many delays, cverything
was at last pronounced to be ready for our starting.
As the boatman knew who I was, I went on board
in my English dress, and kept it on during the first
day.

When I rosc on the morning of the sccond day,
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we were some distance from Shanghae, and the boat-
man suggested that it was now time to discard the
Englisk dress, and adopt that of the country, accord-
ing to our agreement. To put on the dress was an
easy matter, but T had also to get my head shaved—
an operation which required a barber. Wang, who
was the most active of my two men, was laid up that
morning with fever and ague, so that the duty de-
volved upon the coolie. The latter was a large-
boned, clumsy fellow, whose only recommendation to
me was his being a native of that part of the country
to which I was bound. Iaving procured a pair of
scissors, he clipped the hair from the front, back, and
sides of my head, leaving only a2 patch upon the
crown. He then washed those parts with hot water,
after the manner of the Chinese, and, having done so,
he took up a small razor and began to shave my
head. I supposc I must have been the first person
upon whom he had ever operated, and I am cha-
ritable enough to wish most sincerely that I may be
the last. le did not shave, he actually scraped my
poor head until the tears came runuing down my
cheeks, and I cried out with pain, All he said was,
“ Hai-yah—very bad, very bad,” and continued the
operation. To make matters worse, and to try my
temper more, the boatmen were peeping into the
cabin and cvidently enjoying the whole affair, and
thinking it capital sport. 1 really believe I should
have made a scene of a less amusing kind had I not
been restraived by prudential motives, and by the
consideration that the poor coolic was really doing
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the best he could. The shaving was finished at last ;
I then dressed myself in the costume of the country,
and the result was pronounced by my servants and
boatmen to be very satisfactory.

The whole country to the westward of Shanghae
is intersected with rivers and.canals, so that the tra-
veller can visit by boat almost all the towns and
cities in this part of the province. Some of the
canals lead to the large cities of Sung-kiang-foo, Soo-
chow-foo, Nanking, and onward by the Grand Canal
to the capital itself Others, again, running to the
west and south-west, form the highways to the Tartar
city of Chapoo, Hang-chow-foo, and to numerons other
cities and towns, which are studded over this large
and important plain.

We proceeded in a south-westerly direction—my
<lestination being the city of Hang-chow-foo. Having
a fair wind during the first day, we got as far as the
Maou lake, a distance of 120 or 130 le* from
Shanghae. Herc we stopped for the night, making
our boat fast to a post driven into the grassy banks
of the lake. Starting carly next moruing, we reached
m the forenoon a town of considerable size, named
Kea-hing-yuen, and a liitle farther on we came to the
city of Kea-hing-foo, a large place walled and for-
tified.

This city scems nearly as large as Shanghae, and
probably contains about the same number of inha-

# A le haa generally beon set dowa as the third part of ar English
wile, kut if we sappose n fourth, ov even a fifth, we shall be nearer the
truth,
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bitants—270,000. Its walls and ramparts had been
in a most dilapidated and ruinous condition, but the
people got such a fright when the English took
Chapoo—which is not a very great distance off—
that they came forward with funds, and had the de-
fences of their city substantially repaired. Such was
the boatmen’s story when accounting for the excel-
lent order in which the fortifications were. A num-
ber of old grain junks, of great size considering the
depth of water, are moored in the canal abreast of
the city, and are apparently used as dwelling-hounses
by the natives ; some, however, are half sunk in the
water, and appear entirely abandoned. Junks of the
game description as these are seen abreast of all the
large towns on the grand canal. When too old for
the Government service they scem to be drawn up to
the nearest city, and either used by Government
officers as dwelling-houses, or sold to the highest
bidder.

We had now entered the great Hang-chow silk
district, and the mulberry was obscrved in great
abundance on the banks of the canal, and in pateches
over all the country.

I wae greatly struck with the appearance of a
cemetery on the western side of the city of Kea-
hing-foo, not very far from the city walls, Its large
extent gave a good idea of the numerous and dense
population of the town. It had evidently existed for
many ages, for a great number of the tombstones
were crumbling to pieces, and mingling with the
ashes of the dead. But this *place of skulls” was
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no barren waste, like those churchyards which we see
in large towns at home. Here the dead were interred
amidst groves of the weeping willow, mulberry-trees,
and several species of juniper and pine. Wild roscs
arid creepers of various kinds were serambling over
the tombs, and the whole place presented a hallowed
and pleasing aspect.

Leaving the old town behind us, and sailing west-
ward, we entered a broad sheet of water of consider-
able size, which is probably part of, or at least joins,
the celebrated Tai-ho lake. The water is very shal-
low, and a great part of it is covered with the Trapa
bicornis—a plant called Zing by the Chinese. It
produces a fruit of a very peculiar shape, resembling
the head and horns of a bullock, and is highly
csteemed in all parts of the empire. I have seen
three distinct species or varieties, one of which has
fruit of a beautiful red colour.

Women and boys were sailing about on all parts of
the lake, in tubs of the same size and form as our
common washing-tubs, gathering the fruit of the ling.
I don’t know of any contrivance which would have
answered their purpose better than these rude tubs,
for they held the fruit as it was gathered as well as
the gatherer, and at the same time were easily pro-
pelled through the masses of ling without doing the
plants any injury. The sight of a number of people
swimming about on the lake, cach in his tub, had
something very ludicrous about it.

After we had passed the lake, the banks of the
canal, and indeed the greater part of the country,
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were covered with mulberry trees.  Silk is evidently
the staple production in this part of China. During
the space of two days—and in that time I must have
travelled upwards of a hnndred miles—I saw little
else than mulberry trees. They were evidently care-
fully cultivated, and in the highest state of health,
producing fine, Jarge, and glossy leaves. When it 1s
rentembered that I was going in a straight direction
through the country, some idca may be formed of the
extent of this enormous silk distriet, which probably
occupies a circle of at least a hundred miles In
diameter. And this, it must be remembered, is only
one of the silk districts in China, but it is the prin-
cipal and the best one. The merchant and silk-
manufacturer will form a good idea of the quantity
of silk consumed in China, when told that, after the
war, on the port of Shanghae being opened, the
exports of raw silk increased in two or three years
from 3000 to 20,000 bales. This fact shows, I
think, the enormous quantity which must have been
in the Chinese market before the extra demand
could have been so casily supplied. But as it is
with tea, so it is with silk,—the quantity exported
bears but a small proportion to that consumed by the
Chinese themselves. The 17,000 extra bales sent
yearly out of the country have not in the least degree
affected the price of raw silk or of silk manufactures.
This fact speaks for itself.

Seh-mun-yuen, a town about 140 le north-east
from Hang-chow-foo, was the next place of any note
which I passed. It is apparently a very ancient
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city, but has no trade, and is altogether in a most
dilapidated condition. The walls were completely
overrun with wild shrubs, and in many places were
crumbling into ruins. It had evidently scen Detter
and more prospercus days, which had long ago passed
by. The boatmen informed me that this part of the
country abounded in thieves and robbevs, and ‘that
they must not all go to bed at night, otherwise
something would be stolen from the boat before
morning.

We reached the city about three o’clock in the
afternoon. The morning had been cold and rainy,
and the boatmen, who were all wet to the skin,
refused to proceed further that day. I was therefore
obliged to make up my mind to stay there all that
night, and a more disagreeable one I never spent.
After dark my servants and the boatmen told stories
of celebrated pirates and robbers, until they frightened
themselves, and almost made me believe myself to be
in dangerous company. The wind was very high,
and, as it whistled amongst the ruinous ramparts, the
sound was dismal enough ; and what added still more
to our discomfort, the rain beat through the roof of
our boat, and kept dripping upon vur beds.

Before retiring to sleep it had been arranged that
my coolie and one of the boatmen were to sit and
keep watch during the night for our protection from
thieves. The coolie’s station was inside the boat,
where I was, and the other man was to keep watch
in the after-part of the boat, where the cooking de-
partment was carried on. How long these sentries
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kept watch I cannot tell, but when I awoke, some
time before the morning dawned, the dangers of the
place secmed to be completely forgotten, except per-
haps in their dreams, for I found them sound asleep.
The other men were also sleeping heavily, and no
one seemed to have harmed us during our slumbers.
I now roused the whole of them, and, the morning
being fine, we proceeded on our journcy towards the
city of Hang-chow-foo.

During this three days’ journey we had been
passing through a perfectly level comntry, having
seen only three or four small hills near the city of
Sung-kiang-foo, Now, however, the scene began to
change, and the hills which gird this extensive plain
on the west and south-west sides came into view.
We passed a town named Tan-see, which is on the
side of the grand canal on which we were now sailing,.
Tan-see is a bustling town of considerable size, a few
miles to the north-east of Hang-chow-foo. The ap-
pearance of the flat country here was rich and beau-
tiful.  Still the mulberry was seen extensively culti-
vated on all the higher patches of ground, and rice
occupied the low wet land.

As we approached Hang-chow the vegetation of
the country was richer and under a higher state of
cultivation than any which had come under my
notice in other parts of China. It reminded me of
the appearance which those highly cultivated spots
present near our large market towns in England.
Here were beautiful groves of the loquat (Eriolotrya

Japonica), yang-mai (Myrica sp.), peaches, plums,
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oranges, and all the fruits of Central China, in a high
state of cultivation.

The country around Hang-chow-foo may well be
called *“the garden of China.” The grand canal,
with its numerous branches, not only waters it, but
also affords the means of travelling through it, and
of conveying the productions for which it is famous
to other districts. The hills in the background, the
beautiful bay which comes up to the town and
stretches far away towards the ocean, and the noble
river which here falls into the bay, all contribute to
render the scenery strikingly beautiful.

On the cvening of the 22nd of October I ap-
proached the suburbs of Ilang-chow-foo—one of the
largest and most flourishing cities in the richest dis-
trict of the Chinese empire. The Chinese autho-
rities have always been most jealous of foreigners
approaching or entering this town. It is generally
supposed that, in addition to the natural antipathy
which they manifest to the ¢outside barbarians,”
they have a custom-house here In which they levy
dutics on merchandise imported or exported by
foreigners, which duties are opposed to the terms of
the treaty of Nanking. They know well enough
that, if foreigners were allowed to come here, this
system of extortion would soon be exposed and
broken up.

As 1 drew nearecr the eity, cverything which came
under my obscrvation marked it as a place of great
importance, The grand canal was deep and wide,
and bore on its waters many hundreds of boats of
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different sizes, all engaged in an active bustling trade.
Many of these were sailing in the same direction as
ourselves, whilst others were leaving the city and
hurrying onwards in the direetion of Soo-chow, Hoo-
chow, Kea-hing, and other towns, Canals were seen
branching off from the grand canal in all directions,
and forming the high roads of the country.

When I reached the end of this part of my
journey my boatmen drew up and moored the boat
amongst thousands of the same class, and, it being
now nearly dark, I determived to vest there for the
night. When the next morning dawued, and I had
time to take a survey of our position, I found that
we had been moored on the edge of a large broad
basin of water which terminates the grand eanal,
As I had nothing to do in the eity, and merely
wanted to pass onwards on my journey to the green-
tea country, I did not wish to run the risk of passing
through it. Before leaving Shanghae, when consult-
ing the map and fixing my route, I a<ked if it were
possible to get to the mouth of the Hang-chow river
without actuaily passing through the city itself. Both
my men informed me that this was quite easy, and
even protested strongly against my entering the town,
They said we could go by the See-hoo lake, at which
place we could leave the Shanghae boat, and then
proceed on foot or in chairs a distance of 30 le. By
this means we should merely shirt the town, and
attain the object we had in view. This plan seemed
feasible enough. When we reached the suburbs of
Iang-chow, therefore, not knowing the locality, I
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naturally supposed that we were at See-hoo, which
is only & part of the suburbs. This, however, was
not the case.

Wang, who had been sent on shore at daybresk to
procure a chair, and coolics for our luggage, now
came back and informed me that he had succceded
in arranging all this at an inn hard by, to which we
must now go. Leaving the boat, we walked up a
crowded street for nearly a quarter of a mile, and
then entered the inn in question. No one took the
slightest notice of me, a cireumstance which gave me
2 good deal of confidence, and Jed me to conclude
that T was dressed in a proper mamner, and that I
made a pretty good Chinaman.

Our Shanghse boatmen accompanied us, earrying
our luggage; indeed I believe they had recom-
mended us to the inn at which we bad now arrived.
To my astonishment they at once informed their
friend the innkeeper that I was a foreigner. IHaving
been paid their fare, they had nothing more to expect,
and I suppose could not contain the secret any
longer. I now expected that some difficulties would
be experienced in procuring a chair, either through
fear of the mandarins, or with the view of extorting
money. The old man, who made his living by let-
ting chairs and selling tea, took everything very
quietly, and did not seem to despise a good customer,
even if he was a foreigner. A chair was soon ready
for me to proceed on my journey. The bearers were
paid by the master of the house to take me one
stage—about half way—and a sum of mouey was

D
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given them to engage another chair for the remainder
of the journey, te a place called Kan-du, which is
gituated on the banks of the large river which here
falls into the bay of Haug-chow.

. Everything being satisfactorily arranged, I stepped
into the chair, and, desiring my two servants to follow
me, proceeded along the narrow streets at a rapid
pace. After travelling in this way for about a mile,
and expecting every moulent to get out into the open
country, 1 was greatly surprised by finding that I was
getting more and more into a dense town. For the
first time I began to suspect that my servants were
deceiving me, and thatT was to pass through the eity
of Hang-chow after all. These suspicions were soon
confirmed by the appearance of the walls and ram-
parts of the city. It was now too late to object to
this procedure, and I thonght the best way to act
was to let matters take their course and remain
passive in the business.

We passed through the gates into the ecity. It
secmed an ancient place : the walls and ramparts were
high and in excellent repair, and the gates were
guarded as usual by a number of soldiers. Its main
street, through which T passed, is narrow when com-
pared with streets in European townss but it is well
paved, and reminded me of the main street of Ning-
po. Hang-chow, however, is a place of much greater
importance than Ning-po, both in a political and
mercantile point of view. It is the chief town of
the Chekiang provinee, and is the residence of many
of the principal mandarins and officers of govern-
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ment, 8s well as of many of the great merchants. It
has been remarked not unfrequently, when compar-
ing the towns of Shanghae and Ning-po, that the
former is 2 trading place, and the latier a place of
great wealth. Hang-chow-foo has both these advan-
tages combined. Besides, it is a fashionable place,
and is to the province of Chekiang what Soo-chow-foo
is to Kiang-nan. Du Halde quotes an old proverb
which significantly says that “ Paradise is above, but
below are Soo-chow and Hang-chow.”

The walls of this terrestrial paradise are said to
be forty le in circumfirence, that is, about eight
English miles. Although there arc a great many
gardens and open spaces inside, vet the extent of the
city is very great, and in many parts the population
is most dense. ‘The suburbs also are very extensive,
and must contain a very large population. Sir
George Staunton supposed that the population of the
city and snburbs was equal to that of Peking, and
Du Halde estimates it at a million of souls.

The houses bear a striking resemblance to those
of Ning-po, Soco-chow, and other northern towns.
Were 1 set down blindfolded in the inain street of
one of these Chinese towns, even in one which I
knew well, and the bandage removed from my eyes,
I should have great difficulty in saying where I was.
There are doubtless distinctions with which the
“ barbarian” eye is unacquainted, but which would
be plain enough to a Chinese.

I observed in many parts of the city triumphal
arches, monuments to great men, and gorgeous-look-

’ D 2
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ing Buddhist temples; but although these buildings
have a certain degree of interest about them, and
many of them are certainly eurious, yet as works of
art they are not to be compared with the buildings of
the same class which one meets with at home,

The shops in the main strects have their fronts
entirely removed by day, so that the passenger may
have an opportunity of seeing and of forming a good
idea of the*wares which are for sale. 1 observed
many shops where gold and silver ormaments and
valuable Jade stonc were exposed for sale. Old
curiosity shops were numnerous, aud contained articles
of great value amougst the Clinese, such as ancient
poreclain jars, bronzes, carved bamboo, jars ent out
of the beautifal Jade stone, and a variety of other
things of like description. I observed somc large
silk-shops as 1 passcd along, and, judging from the
number of people in the town who wear itk dresses,
they must have a thriving trade. Everything, indeed,
which met the eye, stamp.d Hang-chow-foo as a place
of wealth and luxury. As usual in all the Chinese
towus which I bave visited, there were a vast number
of tea and eating houses for the middle classes and
the poor. They did not seem to lack customers, for
they were all crowded with hundreds of natives, who,
for a few cash or ““tseen,” can obtain a healthy and
substantial meal.

Besides the officers of (Government, merchants,
shopkeepers, and common labourers connected with
any of these professions, the city contains a large
manufacturing population. Silk is the staple article
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of manufacture. Du Halde estimates the numbers
engaged in this operation at sixty thousand. I ob-
served a great number employed in the reeling
process, and others were busily engaged with the
beantiful embroidery for which this part of China is
so famous.

The people of Hang-chow dress gaily, and are
remarkable amongst the Chinese for their dandyism.
All except the lowest labourers and coolics strutted
about in dresses composed of silk, satin, and erape.
My Chinese servants were onc day contrasting the
natives of Hang-chow in this respeet with those of the
more inland parts from which they came. They said
there were many rich men in their country, but they
all dressed plainly and modestly, while the natives
of Hang-chow, both rich and poor, were never con-
tented unless gaily dressed in silks and satins.
“ Indeed,” said they, * one can never tell a rich man
in Hang-chow, for it is just possible that all he pos-
sesses in the world is on his back.”

When we were about half way through the city
the chairmen set me down, and informed me that
they went no farther. I got out and looked round
for my servants, from whom I expeeted an explana-
tion, for I had understood that the chairmen had
been paid to take me the whole way through. My
servants, however, were nowhere to be scen—they
had either gone some other road, or, what was morc
probahble, had intentionally kept out of the way in
case of any disturbance. I was now in a dilemma,
and did not clearly see my way out of it. Much to
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my surprise and pleasure, howcver, another chair
was bronght me, and I was informed that I was to
proceed in it. I now understood how the business
had been managed. The innkeeper had intrusted
the first bearers with a sum of money sufficient to
hire another chair for the second stage of the journey.
Part of this sum, however, had been spent by them
in tea and tobacco as we came along, and the second
bearers could not be induced to take me on for the
sum which was left. A brawl now ensucd between
the two sets of chairmen, which was noisy enough;
but as such things are quite commeon in China, it
seemed, fortunately for me, to attract but little notice.
The situation in which I was now placed was rather
critical, and far from an enviable one. Had it been
known that a foreigner was in the verv heart of the
city of Hang-chow-foo, a mob would have soon eol-
lected, and the consequences might have been
serious.

“Take things coolly and never lose your temper”
should be the motto of every one who attempts to
travel in China. This is always the best plan, for, if
you allow things to take their course, ten to one you
will get out of a dilemma like that in which I was now
placed ; but if you attemipt to interfere, you will pro-
bably make matters worse. These were the prin-
ciples on which I generally acted ; but in the present
instance I was not allowed to carry them out to their
fullest extent.

I had taken my seat in the second chair, and was
patiently waiting until such time as the first men
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could give the second satisfactory reasons for spend-
ing part of their cash in tea and tobacco. The first
notice, however, which I received of the unsuccessful
result of this attempt, was an intimation that I was
to be ejected from the chair. I knew this would not
do, as from my imperfect knowledge of the lan-
guage I might have some difficulty in finding another
conveyance, and I did not know one foot of the way
which I was going. I was thercfore obliged to in-
quire into the dispute, and put an end to it by pro-
mising to pay the difference when we arrived at the
end of our stage. This was evidently what the first
rascels had been calculating upon; but it had the
effect of stoppiug all furtker disputes, and my bearers
shouldered their burthen and jogged onwards.

The distance from the basin of the Grand Canal
to the river on the opposite side is 28 or 30 Ile,
between five and six miles. After leaving the city
behind us, we passed through a pretty undulating
country for about two miles, and then cntered the
town of Kan-du, which is huilt along the banks of the
river Tcien-tang-kiang, sometimes called the Green
River, which here falls into the Bay of Hang-chow.
Kan-du is the seaport of Hang-chow.

I had seen nothing of my servants during the
whole way, and was beginning to expect a scene or
adventure at the end of this part of the journey. The
chair-bearers spoke a peculiar dialect, which I could
scarcely make out, and I kept wondering as we weut
along what would happen next. The only thing I
could make out was, that they were taking me to a
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Hong-le, but what a Hong-le was, was beyond my
comprehension.

To carry out my own principles and trust to eir-
cumstances seemed to be the only way of proceeding,
and 1 gave wyself very little uneasiness about the
result. At length I heard the men say that here was
the Houg-le, and, as I was about to look and see
what this might be, the chair was set down, and it
was intimated to me that we had reached the end of
the journey. Greatly to my surprise and pleasure |
now found that this Hong-le was a quict and com-
fortable Chinese inn, which was frequented by pas-
sengers from all parts of the country. Getting out
of my chair, I walked quietly up to the farther end
of the large hall, and begen to look amongst a number
of packages which were heaped up there for my own
luggage. I had seen nothing of either that or my
servants siuce I left the former inn. It had arrived,
however, quite safely, having been sent on by a
coolie before me, and in a few minutes my two men
also made their appearance.

We now infornied the innkecper that we wanted
to go up the river to Hwuy-chow, and made inquiries
regarding a boat, We soon found that it was part
of his trade to give “chops,” or to “secure” boat-
men. Everything is done upon this plan in China.
When a servant is engaged, or a boat hired, it is
always necessary for the said servant or boatman to
produce some respectable householder, who for a
certain sum becomes bound for him in a written
“chop” or agreement. This * chop” is handed over
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to the master of the servant, or to the hirer of the
boat, who retains it until his contract is satisfactorily
fulfilled. This system is practised universally amongst
the Chinese, who seem to have no faith in the lower
orders of the people.

I quickly despatched Wang to look after a boat,
and desired him to bring the boatman with him to
the inn, to have his agreement drawn up and signed.
The other man ran out along with him, and I was
again left in a strange place amongst strangers.

The 1nn in which I was located was a large old
building, pleasantly situated on the banks of the
Green River. All the lower part formed a sort of
shed or warehouse, which was filled with goods of
various kinds and the luggage of passengers. At
the upper end of this apartment a table was placed
in the middle of the floor, and served for the host and
his guests to dine upon. Around this table werc
sitting five or six respectable-looking Chinese mer-
chants smoking from long bamboo pipes, and discuss-
ing the news of the day and the state of trade.
These men politely made way for me at the table.
I took the seat offered, and to be neighbour-like
commenced smoking as fast as any of them. In
other parts of the warchouse the servants of these
men, and other travelling servants, were loliing about,
or sound asleep upon the chairs or goods. No one
seemed to take any particolar notice of me, and I
goon sat perfectly at my ease.

A little incident happened which gave me some
uneasiness at the time, but at which I have often had
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a good laugh since. Preparations began to be made
for dinner, and the travellers who were seated around
the table arose and wandered about the other parts of
the house. It was mid-day, and, as I had eaten no
breakfast, I felt rather hungry. In these circum-
stances it may be thought that the appearance of
dinner would have afforded me some pleasure. This,
however, was not the case, and for the following
reason: 1 had wot eaten with chop-sticks for three.
years, and I had no confidence in my talents in the
use of them. This important circamstance had not
struck me before, otherwise I would have practised
all the way from Shanghae to Hang-chow, and might
have heen proficient by this time. As it was I was
quite certain that I shonld draw the eyes of the Chi-
namen upon 1ne, for nothing would astonish them so
much as a person using the chop-sticks in an awk-
ward manner, I was therefore obliged, reluctantly 1
confess, to abandon all ideas of a dinner on that day.
Meanwhile the dishes were placed upon the table,
and the guests were called by their names and re-
quested to sit down. “Sing Wa, Sing Wa” (the
name I bore amongst the Chinese), “come and sit
down to dinner.” I felt much inclined to break my
resolution and sit down, but prudence came to my
aid, and I replied, “ No, 1 thank you, I shall dine by
and by, when my servants come back.” T believe it
is common enough for travellers to dine at different
hours and in different ways, according to eircum-

stances, so that my refusal did not seem to attract
much notice,
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A short time afterwards my servants returned,
bringing a boatman with them fo have a chop made
out, and to have him “secured” by the innkeeper.
As soon as this was done to our satisfaction we left
the inn and walked down to the boat, which lay
alongside of one of the wharfs at the river side.
Several other passengers had also arrived, and we
were all to sleep on board, as the boat was to start at
daybreak on the following morning. To me this had
been an exeiting and adventurous day, and I was not
sorry when the darkness closed arcund us and we all
retired to rest.

The river Teien-tang-kiang, on which I was now,
has its sources far away amongst the mountains to
the westward. One of its branches rises amongst the
green-tea hills of Hwuy-chow, another near to the
town of Changshan, on the borders of Kiang-see, and
& third on the northern side of the Bohea mountains.
These streams unite in their course to the eastward,
and, passing Hang-chow, fall into the bay which bears
the same name. All the green and black tea comes
down this river on its way to Shanghae, and at
Hang-chow is transhipped from the river-boats into
those which ply upon the Grand Canal. The im-
portance of Hang-chow-foo, in a mercantile point of
view, is therefore very great. All goods from the
south and westward must of necessity pass through
this town on their way to the large and populous dis-
tricts about Soo-chow, Sung-kiang, and Shanghae. In
the same manner all foreign imports, and the pro-
ducts of the low countries, such as silk and cotton, in
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going to the southward and westward, must also pass
through Hang-chow. It therefore appears to be like
a great gate on a public highway, through which
nothing can pass or repass without the consent and
cognizance of the autherities.

The power which this place gives the Chinese
authorities over our imports and exports through
Shanghae is very great, and hence complaints of
stoppages and illegal charges, or “.squeezes,” have
been not unfrequent. The day cannot be very far
distant when we shall be allowed to trade and travel
in China as in other countries—when all those foolish
regulations regarding boundary-lines will be swept
away; but, in the event of these changes being
gradual, it may be a question whether our Govern~
ment should not endeavour to open the town of
Hang-chow-foo, or at all events have a consular agent
there for the encourageruent and protection of our

trade.
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CHAPTER I1ll

Leave Hang-chow-foo — A China passage-boat — Scenery and natural
productions —- Remnarkable hills — Our fellow-passengers — A
smoker of opin — T am discovered to be a forciguer -— City of
Yen-chow-foo — A Chinaman cheats a Chinaman ! — The river and
water-mills — Botany of the conntry -— A valuable palm-tree —
Birds — Lime-kilna and arcen granite — Tea-plant met with —
The new Frwesean CyerEss discovered -- Iis heauty — How its
seeds were procured — Dir, Liudley®s opunvion of its merits — Strange
echo — Ttiver and land beegars — Charity.

‘WHEN the next morning dawned we got under way
and steered out into the river, which is here three or
four miles in width. The boat was strongly built,
flat-bottomed, and very sharp Dboth fore and aft.
Ordinary boats, such as those seen at Shanghae,
would be perfectly useless here, for they would soon
be broken to pleces on the rocks and stones which
abound in this shallow but rapid river.

We were deeply laden with cargo, and ecarried
about twenty passengers. The cargo was packed in
the bottom of the boat, and the passengers above it.
Two rows of sleeping-berths were constructed along
each side of the boat, and a passage betwecn them, so
that both passengers and boatmen could walk from
stem to stern without any inconvenience. The first-
class passengers occupied the side-berths, and their
servants and coolies slept in the passage.

A Chinese bed is not a very luxurious one, It
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consists simply of a mat to lic upon, a hard square
pillow for the head, and a coverlet stuffed with cotton
to draw over the body as a protection from the
cold.

I bad the berth nearest the stern of the loat, a
dwarf occupied the one opposite, and my two servants
slept in the passage between us. The galley, or, 1
should rather say, cooking apparatus, was placed out-
side in the stern, near to the steersman.

Each passenger, when he takes his passage in these
boats, agrees for three meals a-day at a certain fixed
rate. 'We were to have congé in the morning, rice
at mid-day, and rice-congé again in the evening.
Anything else the passengers wanted, such as tea,
fish, meat, or vegetables, they had to provide and
cock for themselves. The arrangement seems a good
one, and it enables those who are so inclined to travel
at a very small cost. Many of the passengers had
nothing else than what was provided by the boatmen,
excepting perhaps a little tea, which they all carried
with them, and which in this country is cheap
enough.

In the morning a basin of hot water, with a cloth
in it, was brought to me to perform my ablutions.
The following is the Chinese way of using this: the
cloth is dipped in the hot water and then wrung until
the greater part of the water is pressed out. In this
hot and damp state it is_spread out on both hands,
and the face, neck, and head rubbed over with it
This mode of washing is not the most effectual, but
there iz nothing more refreshing on a warm day, if
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one comes in from a walk hot and weary; it is far
more refreshing than bathing In cold water, and
perbaps more conducive to health.

" After T was dressed I received a cup of tea—tea
in the strict sense of the word—without sugar or
milk, these additions never being used in this part of
China, About eight o'clock the cook had six large
earthenware basins placed at the side of the rice-pot;
each of these he filled brim full of cougéd, and set
them in the open air to cool. When it was cool
enough to be eaten, the basins were placed in a row
in the passage between our berths; the passcngers
then arranged themselves into messes, four m each,
and breakfast began. By this arrangement the dwarf,
who occupied the berth opposite to mine, my two
Chinese scrvants, and myself formed the ness nearest
to the stern of the boat. Each man was furnished
with a small basin and a pair of chop-sticks; a
wooden ladle was placed in the earthen pan, with
which each filled his basin.

Having had little to eat the day before, except
some sweet potatoes which one of iy men brought
me, I was hungry enough not only to eat the congé,
uninviting as it certainly was, but also to disregard
the presence of the Chinese, or what they might
think of the awkward way in which I used the chop-
sticks. I got on very well, however, aud found that
I had not quite forgotten the art of eating with these
highly-civilized instruments. It is, however, easicr
to eat rice and congé with them than other kinds of
food, for the basin is generally brought quite close up
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to the mouth, and its contents partly sucked and
partly shovelled in,

The tide and wind were both fair, so that we
glided up the river with great rapidity; it was a
beautiful autumnal day, and the scene altogether
was a most charming one. We had left behind
us the great plain of the Yang-tse-kiang, and the
country was now hilly and most romantic. The hills
were richly wooded; pines, cypresses, and junipers
clothed their sides from the base nearly to the top,
and their foliage of a sombre green contrasted strongly
with the deep-red, ripened leaves of the tallow-tree,
which grows in great abundance on the plains. A
few mulberry-trecs were seen in the neighbourhood of
Iang-chow, but, as we got higher up the river, their
cultivation appeared to cease. Tobaceo, Indian corn,
millet, and a small portion of rice seemed to be the
staple productions of the plains; millet and Indian
corn were also obscrved on the lower sides of the
hills.

Buddhist temples and pagodas were observed,
here and there, rising high above the trees; one of
the latter is called Lui-foong-ta, or the «temple of
the thundering winds.,” It stands on the borders of
the Se-hoo lake, and appeared to be a very ancient
edifice. Wild briers and other weeds were growing
out of its walls, even up to its very summit, and it
* was evidently fast going to decay. It formed a
striking feature in the landscape, and reminded me of
those ancient castle ruins which are so common on
the borders of England and Scotland.
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At night, when it became too dark to see our
course, the boat was anchored abreast of a small
village until the following morning, when we again
got under way. We were now forty or fifty miles to
the south-west of Hang-chow-foo.

The hills here had not that rich appearance which
those nearer the sea had presented, but they were far
more striking in their formation. Their sides were
ridged and furrowed in a most remarkable manner,
and their summits broken up into many curious peaks
and cones. Some were low, others were three or
four thousand feet in height, and all were rgged,
barrén, and wild.

The river now became narrow, shallow, and in
many parts very rapid. Near Hang-chow-foo the
country seemed densely poptilated, but up here there
is so little ground capable of cultivation that a pume-
rous population could not find subsistence. We only
passed two towns of any note, named Fu-yang and
Tung-yu, all the way from Hang-chow to Yen-chow-
foo, a distance of 380 le. The people in the villages
amongst these hills seemed to earn a scanty subsist-
ence by cutting firewood and sending it down to the
lowland towns for sale.

My fellow-passengers, who were chiefly merchants
and servants, were quiet and inoffensive, indeed they
did little else but loll in bed and sleep, except when
they were eating or smoking. One of them was a
confirmed opium-smoker, and the intoxicating drug
bad made him a perfect slave. I have seen ‘many
opium-smokers in my travels, but this one was the

E
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most pitiable of them all; he was evidently a man of
some standing in soclety, and had plenty of money.
His bed was surrounded with silk curtains, his pillows
were beautifully embroidered, and his coverlet was of
the richest and softest satin. Everything about him
told of lusury and sensual pleasures.

But let me take a peep inside his bed-curtains and
describe what I saw on the first day of our acquaint-
ance. The curtains were down and drawn close
round, particularly on that side from which the wind
came. He was clothed in the finest silks, and had
lain down on hig side upon a mat ; his head was resting
on one of the embroidered pillows. A small lamp
was burning by his side, an opium-pipe was in his
month, and he was inhaling the intoxicating fumes.
After smoking for a few minutes he began to have
the appearance which a drunken man presents in the
first stage of intoxicationy the fumes had done their
work, and he was now in his * third heaven of
bliss.”

In a minute or two he jumped up and called for
his teapot, from which he took 2 good draught of
tea; he then walked about the boat evidently a good
deal excited, and talked and joked with every one he
met. After spending some time in this manner he
began to smoke tobacco ; he then took another draught
out of his teapot and lay down to sleep; but his
slumbers were not of long duration, and were evi-
dently disturbed by strange and frightful dreams.
He awoke at last, but it was only to renew the dose
as before; and so on from day to day. Even in the
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silent night, when all around was sunk in repose, his
craving for the stimulant was beyond his feeble powers
of resistance. Often and often during this passage,
when I happened to awake during the night, I could
see his little lamp burning, and could smell the sick-
ening fumes as they curled about the roof of the
boat.

The' effects which the immoderate use of epium
had produced upon this man were of the most melan-
choly kind. His figure was thin and emaciated, his
cheeks had a pale and haggard hue, and his skin bad
that peculiar glassy polish by which an opium-smoker
is invariably known. His days were evidently nnm-
bered, and yet, strange to tell, this man tried to con-
vince others and himself also that he was smoking
medieinally, and that the use of opium was indispen-
sable to his health. As I loocked upon him in these
moments of excitement I eould not help feeling what
a piteous object is man, the lord of Creation, and
noblest work of God, when sensual pleasures and
enjoyments take such a hold upon him as they had
upon. this poor opium-smoker.

During the first day all the passengers looked upon
me as one of themselves, and I fancied I had become
a very fair Chinaman; but my coolie, who was a
silly, talkative fellow, imagined he was in possession
of a secret, and doubtless felt the weight of it rather
uncomfortable. I observed him onee or twice in
close conversation with one of the boatmen, and it
turned out afterwards that he told this man, as a
great secret of course, that I was a foreigner,—one

E 2
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of those Hong-mous who were so numerous in Shang-
hae. By-and-by the secret began to ooze out, and
both boatmen and passengers were taking sly peeps at
me when they thought I did not see them. Suspect-
ing that all was not right, I called Wang aside, and
asked him how it was that I had become all at once
such an object of interest. “Oh,” he said, “that
cooliec he too much & fool-o; he have talkie all that
men you no belong this country; you mare better
sendie he go away, suppose you no wantye too much
bobly.” In plain English, he informed me that the
coolie was a fool, that he had told all the people that
I was a foreigner, and that I had better send him
away if I did not wish to have a disturbance.

It was too true, my secret was such no longer. 1
felt much inclined to punish the coolie for his con-
duct, and he had to thank the peculiar cireumstances
in which I was placed for getting off “scot free.” I
believe the poor fellow was sufficiently punished
afterwards by his own countrymen, who thought they
had him, to a certain extent, in their power. Nothing
more occurred worthy of notice until we arrived at
the city of Yen-chow-foo, a large town about 380 le
from Hang-chow, in latitude 29° 37° 12" north, and
in longitude 119° 32' 47" east. It is walled and
fortified in the same manner as all Chinese towns;
the walls are fully four miles in circumference. Tt
seems an ancient place, but, judging from the small
number of boats moored in the river opposite, I
should not imagine it of much importance as a place
of trade. A considerable quantity of rough lacquered
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ware is manufactured here, and sold much cheaper
than in the towns nearer to the sea. It is a place of
call for all the Hwuy-chow boats, and a considerable
trade is carried on in all the common necessaries of
life. Judging from its size, it may contain about
200,000 inhabitants. They do not seem so rieh, or
at all events they are not so gaily dressed, as their
neighbours in Hang-chow.

A little below the town there are two very pretty
pagodas ; one of these is built on a curicus conical
hill, and is named the Hoo-lung-ti. Here the river
divides, or, I should rather say, iwo streams unite,
one of which comes down from the southward, taking
its rise partly on the borders of Kiang-gee and Kiang-
nan, and partly on the northern sides of the Great
Bobea mountains. To this I may return afterwards.
In the mean time I went up the northern branch,
which comes down from the green-tea country of
Hwuy-chow.

The hills about Yen-chow-foo are barren, but the
valleys and low lands are rich and fertile. This city
is considered balf-way between Hang-chow and Iwuy-
chow, and our boatmen seemed to think themselves
entitled to make it serve the purpose of a half-way
housc, at which they could remain some time, Morve-
over the river had increased much in rapidity, and i¢
was necessary to add considerably to the number of
our crew. Two days were spent here in making
these arrangements, and in making various purchases,
such as straw shocs for the men, rice to serve us
during the remainder of the journey, and also articles
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which would sell at a profit further up the country.
I did not regret this delay, as it gave me an oppor-
tunity of seeing the old town, as well as a portion of
the country which was entirely new to me.

During our stay here, my servant Wang, who was
a foolish, obstinate man, nearly got us all into a very
serious scrape. It seemed he had given one of our
boatmen a bad dollar in payment of a debt, which the
latter brought back, not being able to pass it in the
town. In the mean time Wang had been indulging
in a little sam-shoo (a Chinese spirit), and was in a
very excited state when the dollar was brought back.
He affirmed that it was not the same one he had
given the boatman, and that he would have nothing
to do with it. Afier some altercation, however, he
took it back, and set off into the city, as he said, to
change it himself. In a few minutes he returned
with a dollar’s worth of copper cash strung over his
shoulders, exclaiming, in triumph, that “the dollar
was good enough, and that he had found no difficulty
In passing it, although the fool of a boatman had.”
He now threw down the dollar’s worth of cash to the
other, and asked him, in an enraged and excited
wanner, if he was satisfied now. The latter took up
the strings of cash very quietly, and began counting
and examining them. In a second or two he returned
them, saying that they were so mixed and inferior
that it would be impossible to pay them away, except
at a considerable loss, and that he would not receive
them, He again demanded to be paid in good and
perfect coin.  Wang now pretended to be very indig-
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vant. “I gave you a dollar,” said he, “and you
said that was bad ; I changed it, and gave you copper
cash, and you return them ; pray what do you want #”
The passengers now gathered round them, and there
was every prospect of a serious riot. After a great
deal of noise, however, the poor fellow pocketed his
cash, protesting, at the same time, that he had been
badly used, and threatening to have his revenge on
Wang at some future time.

At the end of two days, the additional men having
been engaged, and all the purchases completed, we
passed up the river, and left the town of Yen-chow
behind us. Our course was now in a north-westerly
direction. The stream was very rapid in wany parts,
so much so that it is used for turning the water-
wheels which grind and husk rice and other kinds of
grain. The first of these machines which 1 observed
was a few miles above Yen-chow-foo. At the first
glance I thought it was a steamboat, and was greatly
surprised. I really thought the Chinese had been
telling the truth when they used to inform our coun-
trymen in the south that steamboats were common in
the interior. As I got nearer 1 found that the
“ steamboat ” was a machine of the following descrip-
tion. A large barge or boat was firmly moored by
stem and stern near the side of the river, in a part
where the streamn ran most raptdly. Two wheels,
not unlike the paddles of a steamer, were placed at
the sides of the boat, and connected with an axle
which passed through it. On this axle were fixed a
number of short cogs, each of which, as it came
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round, pressed up a heavy mallet to a certain beight,
and then allowed it to fall down upon the grain placed
in a basin below. These mallets were continually
rising and falling, as the axle was driven rapidly
round by the outside wheels, which were turned by
the stream. The boat was thatched over to afford
protection from the rain. As we got farther up the
river we found that machines of this description were
very common.

About ten or twelve miles above Yen-chow the
country appears more fertile; the hills are covered
again with low pines, and the lowlands abound in
tallow-trees, camphor-trees, and bamboos. Large
quantities of Indian corn and millet are grown in this
part of the country, which is, for the most part, too
hilly for rice crops.

Our progress upwards was now very slow, owing
to the great rapidity of the river. Every now and
then we came to rapids, which it took us hours to get
over, notwithstanding that fifteen men, with long
ropes fastened to the mast of our boat, were tracking
along the shore, and five or six more were poling
with long bamboos. Nothing shows so much as this
the indefatigable perseverance of the Chinese. When
looking upon a river such as this is, one would think
it quite impossible to navigate it, yet even this diffi-
culty is overcome by hard labour and perseverance.

The slow progress which we necessarily made
suited my purposes exactly, and enabled me to ex-
plore the botanical riches of the country with conve-
nience and ease, I uscd to rise at break of day, aud
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spend the morning inspecting the hills and valleys
near the sides of the river, and then return to the
boat in time for breakfast. Breakfast over, I gene-
rally went on shore again, accompanied by my men,
who carried the seeds, plants or flowers we might
discover during our rambles. The first thing we did
on these occcasions was to ascend the nearest hill and
take a survey of the windings of the river, with the
number of rapids, in order that we might forin some
idea of the progress our boat would make during our
absence. If the rapids were numerous we knew that
she would progress slowly, and that we might wander
to a considerable distance with perfect safety; if, on
the other hand, the river seemed smooth, and its bed
comparatively level, we were obliged to keep within
a short distance of the banks.

During these rambles I met with many plants
growing wild on the hills, whick I had never seen
before, except in gardens, Here the curious and
much-prized Edgworthia chrysantha was growing in
great abundance. Reeves’s Spirma and Spiree pruni-
Jolia were found in great profusion. Several species
of the Chimonanthus or Japan allspice, Forsytlia viri-
dissima, Buddlen Lindleyana, and numerous Daphnes,
Gardenias, and Azaleas, were also met with. Many
kinds of mosses and Lycopods were growing out of
the erevices of the moist rock ; amongst the latter,
and very abundant, was a fine species named Lyco-
podium Willdenowiz.

Amongst the trees the most common were the
Dryandre cordata of Thunberg, the tung-eu of the
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Chinese, which is valuable on account of the quantity
of oil found its seeds, and the tallow-tree, which fur-
nishes both tallow and oil. Here and there were
plantations of the comnion Chinese pine, and the
lance-leaved one known to botanists as Cunninghamia
lanceolata. A palm-tree, and the only species of the
genus indigenous to, or cultivated in, the northern or
central provinces of the empire, was seen on the hill-
side here in a high state of perfection. It seems a
species of Chamerops. It is particularly valuable
to the northern Chinese, who use its large, brown, hair-
like bracts for many purposes. Ropes and cables for
their junks are made out of this substance, and secem
to last, even under water, for a very long time. It is
probably better and stronger for those purposes than
the fibre of the cocoa-nut, which it rescmbles to a
certain extent. DBed-bottoms are wrought out of this,
and are largely used in the country by all classes of
the natives, Agricultural labourers and coolies are
fond of wearing hats and cloaks made out of the
same substance, which in wet weather keeps out a
great deal of rain ; and there are many other purposes
to which this useful treec is applicd. Besides all
this, it is most ornamental in the country where it
ETOWS.

I am in hopes that one day we shall see this beau-
tiful palm-tree ornamenting the hill-sides in the south
of England, and in other mild European countries.
With this view I sent a few plants home to Sir Wil-
liam Ilooker, of the Royal Gardens at Kew, with a
request that he would forward one of them to the
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garden of His Royal Highness Prince Albert, at
(Osborne House, Isle of Wight.*

For the accompanying sketch of this intercsting
palm, and for several others in this work, I am
indebted to the kindness of Captain Cracroft, R N,
a gentleman whose services in China, when in com-
mand of the ‘“Reynard,” were highly and justly

appreciated by the foreign community.

[1ke Hug p Faim ]

* In the * Botamcal Masazine * tor March, 1650, 5un Wm Hoohe
thus writes of 1t —*° A palm, (hameiops ererlsa, (7) sent tothe Royal
gardens by My Foitune, has brased, unhaimerd, andl unprotected by
any sort of cosenmng, the sevete winter now passed™ (1849-30)
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Limestone rock is very plentiful in this distriet,
and there are a great number of kilos for burning it,
constructed exactly like those we see at home. Large
quantities of water-fowl, such as geese, ducks, teal,
and several fine varieties of the kingfisher, were com-
mon about the river. Inland, on the hill-sides, phea-
sants, woodcocks, and partridges were most abundant.
I believe deer are also plentiful, but I did not see any.

Thus day after day passed pleasantly by ; the wea-
ther was delightful, the natives quiet and inoffensive,
and the scenery picturesque in the highest degree. My
Chinamen and myself, often footsore and weary, used
to sit down on the hilltop and survey and enjoy the
beantiful scenery around us. The noble river, clear
and shining, was seen winding amongst the hills ; here
it was smooth as glass, deep and still, and there shal-
low, and running rapidly over its rocky bed. At
some places trees and bushes hung over its sides,
and dipped their branches into the water, while at
others rocks reared their heads high above the stream,
and bade defiance to its rapid current.

The whole country was hilly, and the distant
mountains, varying in height from three hundred to
three thousand feet, were peaked, ridged, and fur-
rowed in a most remarkable manner, Altogether
the views were most charming, and will long remain
vividly impressed upon my memory.

On the 29th and 30th of October we passed the
towns of Tsa-yuen, Tsasa-poo, Kang-koo, and Shang-i-
yuen, all places of considerable note, particularly the
last, which must contain at least 100,000 inhabitants.
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Opposite to the town of Tsa-yuen there is a curious
shaped hill, which is composed chiefly of granite of 2
beautiful greenish colour, much prized by the Chinese,
The slabs which are quarried out of the hill are used
for various ornamental purposes, but they are more
particularly in demand for the building of tombs.
Large quantities are taken down the river to Yen-
chow and Hang-chow for this purpose.

The tea-plant was now frequently seen in cultiva-
tion on the hill sides, this being the outskirt of the
great green-tree country to which I was bound.
Large camphor-trees were frequently seen in the
valleys, particularly near the villages. Tallow-trees
were gtill in extensive cultivation, and at this season
of the year, Leing clothed in their autumnal hues,
they produced a striking effect upon the varied land-
scape. 'The leaves had changed from a light-green
to a dark blood-red colour. Another tree, a species of
maple, called by the Chinese the fung-gze, was also
most picturesque from the same cause. These two
trees formed a striking contrast with the dark-green
foliage of the pine tribe.

But the most beautiful tree found in this district
is a species of weeping cypress, which I had never
met with in any other part of China, and which was
quite new to me. It was during one of my daily
rambles that I saw the first specimen. About half a
mile distant from where I was I observed a noble-
looking fir-tree, about sixty feet in height, having
a stem as straight as the Norfolk Island pine, and
weeping branches like the willow of St. Helena. Its
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branches grew at first at right angles to the main
stem, then described a graceful curve upwards, and
bent again at their points. From these main
branches others long and slender hung down perpen-
dienlarly, and gave the whole tree a weeping and
graccful form. It reminded me of some of those
large and gorgeous chandeliers, sometimes seen in
theatres and public halls in Europe.

Whatcould it be ? It evidently belonged to the pine
tribe, and was more handsome and ornamental than
them all. I walked, no,—to tell the plain truth, 1 ran
up to the place where if grew, much to the surprise of
my attendants, who evidentlythought I had gone crazy.
When I reached the spot where it grew it appeared
more beautiful even than it had done in the distance.
Its stem was perfectly straight, like Cryptomeria, and
its leaves were formed like those of the well-known
arbor-vitse, only much more slender and graceful.

This specimen was fortunately covered with a
quantity of ripe fruit, a portion of which I was most
anxious to secure. The tree was growing in some
grounds belonging to a country inn, and was the pro-
perty of the innkeeper. A wall intervened between
us and if, which I confess I felt very much inclined
to get over; but remembering that 1 was acting
Chinaman, and that such a proceeding would have
been very indecorcus, to say the least of it, I
immediately gave up the idea. We now walked
into the inn, and, seating ourselves quietly down at
one of the tables, ordered some dinner to be brought
to us. When we had taken our meal we lighted our
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Chinese pipes, and sauntered out, accompanied by
our polite host, into the garden where the real attrac-
tion lay. “What a fine tree this of yours is! we
have never seen it in the countries near the sea
where we come from; pray give us some of its
geeds.” It is a fine tree,” said the man, who was
evidently much pleased with our admiration of it,
and readily complied with our request. These seeds
were carefully treasured; and as they got home
safely, and are now growing in England, we may
expect in a few years to see a new and striking fea-
ture produced upon our landscape by this lovely tree.
Afterwards, as we journeyed westward, it becamne
more common, and was frequently to be seen in
clumps on the sides of the hills.

This tree has been named the Funerear Cypress.
Professor Lindley—to whom I sent one of the dried
specimens procured during this journey—pronounces
it ““an acquisition of the highest interest;” and adds,
“We have received 2 specimen of it, which enables
us to say that it must be a plant of the greatest
beauty. It may be best described as a tree like the
weeping willow in growth, with the foliage of the
savin, but of a brighter green it is, however, not a
juniper, as the savin is, but a genuine cypress. It
has long been a subject of regret that the Italian
cypress cannot be made to endure our climate, and
to decorate our burial-places; but we have now a
finer tree, still better adapted for the purpose.”*

Leaving the town of Shang-i-yuen, abreast of which

* (izrdener’s Chronicle, 1849, p, 243,
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we had anchored during the night, we proceeded on
our journey on the morning of the 3Ist of October.
After going a short distance we came to a wild-look-
ing part of the hills where there was .2 most curious
and distinct echo, called by the Chinese Fung-shu.
The boatmen and passengers amused themselves by
yelling and uttering strange sounds at the highest
pitch of their voicesy these were taken up and dis-
tinetly repeated again and again, first by the nearest
hills, and then by others more distant, until they
gradually died away. The Chinese have strange
prejudices and opinions about thiz place. They told
me that the spirits of men after death often chose to
dwell amidst this wild and beautiful scenery; and
they said it was they that now repeated these sounds,
and echoed them from hill to hill.

As the day wore on we came to one of thosc rapids
which were so difficult to pass, and observed a great
number of small boats waiting for and visiting all
the larger ones as they came up. These were river
beggars. Each of them had a very old man or
woman on board, whose hair in most instances was
whitened with age, and who was evidently in a state
of imbecility and second childhood. They all ex-
pected alms from the boatmen who arrived from the
rich towns of the east near the sea. The Chinese,
to their honour, revere and love old age. It was
said that a celebrated English admiral was onee in
danger of an attack from the Canton mob, but the
moment he lifted his hat and showed his gray hairs
they drew back and allowed hiwm to pass on unmo-

¥
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lested. Be this as it may, it is certain that they
revere and love old age and gray hairs.

1t was a custom with the boatmen every moruing
to set aside a small portion of rice in a bamboo cup
to give to the poor. Ience the beggars were gene-
rally successful in their applications; indeed, it was
a most difficult matter to get rid of them otherwise,
for they werc most importunate and even trouble-
some. We were visited by so many that the boat-
man often complained of his inability to give more
than an ounce or two of rice to cach, and appealed to
them on the subject. But unless the whole of the con-
tents of the bamboo cup was emptied into the basket
held out, the mendicants made a great noise, and
complained that they had been deprived of their due.

Sometimes the river was so shallow and so full of
stones that the ouly passage for boats was close in
shore. The land beggars knew these places well, and
always took their stations there. Each was provided
with a Dasket suspended from the point of a bamboo
pele, which he held out to the boatman and asked
for alms. These landsimen were quite as importunate
as their brethren in the boats, and were gencrally as
successful in their applications.

I wag not aware until now that the lower orders
in China—such as these boatmen—were so charitable.
Few of the beggars—and ¢ their name was legion”—
were sent away without ““an alms.” It might be
that, ignorant and idolatrous as these boatmen were,
they had yet some idea that a blessing would result
from  easting their bread upon the waters.”
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CHAPTER IV,

City of Wae-ping — Threatened attack from bostmen — A falae alarm
— A boriler country and a border guard — Enter the district of
Hwuy-chow — "Tke tea-plant and other crops — A Chinese play —
Ferry-hoat and ladies — Cargo transsbipped — Two coflins below
my bed — A mandarin’s garden — Botany of the hills — A new
1lant (Berberis japonica} — My servant’s advice —— Leave the boat
— The opium-smoker outwitted — Town of Tun-che — Itg im-
portanee in conuection with the tea-trade — Ieatures of couniry,
aoil, and productions — Firat view of Bung-lo-shan.

ON the evening of the 31st of October we reached
Wae-ping. Itis a city of considerable size, walled and
fortified, and probably contains 150,000 inhabitants.
This place is just on the borders of the district of
Hwuy-chow.

The dispute between Wang and the boatman had
not been forgotten, and the latter considered this
a fitting time to have his revenge. During the last
two days he had been hinting to some of the pas-
sengers that he intended doing something at Wae-
ping. These men duly reported to Wang what had
been told them, and he began to be very much
frightened. The rest of the Chinamen, with whom
he was no favourite, scemed to enjoy his fears, and
did everything in their power to exaggerate the
dangers to which he had exposed himself. He had
had several disputes with them also during the journey,
and nearly the whbole of them bore him a grudge.

F 2
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Things were in this very unsatisfactory state when we
reached the city of Wae-ping.

Tt was sbout eight o'clock in the evening, and
quite dark, when we moored our boat close under the
city walls, The boatmen went on shore, as they did
every evening when we happened to stop near a
town. One or two of their number, who had been
left to take care of the boat, tired with the labours of
the day, lay down to sleep, and the greater part of
the passengers followed their example. I now ob-
served my two men in close conversation, but as
this was a matter of frequent oceurrence I paid
little attention to the matter. Tired with my day’s
rambles, I lay down upon my bed, and allowed my
thoughts to wander to far distant lands.

My meditations were gradually merging mto
dreams when 1 felt 2 hand touch me, and a voice,
which I knew to be Wang's, informed me that 1
must not gu to sleep. When I agked the reason,
he informed me that he had just discovered that the
boatmen had entered into a conspiracy against us,
and that we were all to be drowned that vight in the
river. “ They have now gone into the town tv get
some of their friends to assist them,” sald he, ¢ and
they are only waiting until they think we are fast
asleep.”

T scarcely knew what to think of the business. We
werenow about three hundred miles from either Shang-
hae or Ning-po, the night was very dark, and if the
threatcned attetnpt should be made we had little chance
of receiving any assistance from others. But I could
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not allow myself to believe that in the interior of this
country, where the people were generally quiet and
harmless, an act of the kind could be committed with
impunity, I therefore did not get up as Wang
wished, but told him that I should take eare to re-
main awake.

The city of Wae-ping stands on the high banks of
the Hwny-chow river. One of the gates was visible
to us owing to a blaze of light thrown over it by the
torches and lanterns of the Chinese. An inelined
plane, which formed the road, reached from the river
up to the gate, and was visible from the boat. As
all the Chinese carry lanterns, it was casy for us to
sce those who came out of the city and descended
towards the river. The cvening, although dark, was
perfectly still, so that the slightest noise could be
distinctly heard at a considerable distance, At last
the city gate opened, and about a dozen men came
out, each carrying a lantern, and descended the hill
towards the boat. “ Get up, get up! quick, quick I”
said my servant, “for here they come.” I jumped
up immediately, and waited for the threatened attack
with all the eomposure I could command. My two
Chinamen appeared in a state of great alarm, and
kept as close to me as they possibly could. At last the
foremost man in the band approached, and, jumping
lightly on board, peeped in at the door of our boat.
*Hilloa! what do you want?” cried both of my men
at the same time. The fellow gave a grin, said
he did not want us, and jumped from our boat to
another which lay alongside. IHis companions also
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disappeared amongst the surrounding boats, and left
us unmolested. “Now, do you see that?” said
Wang ; “you wonld not believe me when 1 told you
that they intended to seize and drown us; but had
we not been awake and fully prepared, it would soon
have been all over with us.”

I must confess I felt a little shaken in my opinion,
and scarcely knew what to think of the business.
The whole scene, to a looker-on who could bave
foreseen the result, would have been highly amusing,
but it appeared to be much too serious for me to
enjoy it. None of the other passengers were asleep,
although they were all in bed, and they kept up a
whispering conversation, which seemed ominous and
suspicious. I felt quite certain that no assistance
would be rendered us by them; on the contrary, it
was not impossible that they would turn against us
and assist the boatmen.

About half an hour after the first alarm the
eity gate was again opened, and some men were
observed coming down the hill with lanterns, as the
former ones had done. This time it proved to be
the missing boatmen, who were supposed to be con-
cocting a conspiracy with their friends inside the
city., When they came on board they tried to look
astonished at the state in which they found us. They
langhed at Wang, and said they had no intention of
drowning him. He quietly told them that he did
not believe them, and, turning to me, said he was
sure they still meditated an attack. The fellows now
lay down to sleep, and requested us to put out our
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lantern and do the same. This, however, my ser-
vants would not consent to do, as they firmly believed
that the sleep of the boatmen was only feigned.

We were in this state of excitement from eight
o’clock in the evening until three next morning.
Long before this time the boatmen seemed to be
sound asleep. The night was perfectly calm, and
the only sound which I heard was the clank of water-
wheels, similar to those of the machines I have
already described, several of which were moored on
the rapids opposite the city. The walls and ramparts
of the old town loomed black and prison-like in the
darkness, but everything was perfectly quiet, and the
whole place seemed sunk in deep sleep. I fult very
much inclined to go to sleep myself. This, however,
my men remonstrated against, and I was obliged to
keep them company for an hour longer. At the end
of that tiine, nothing having happened to keep up the
excitement, 1 felt cold and sleepy—so much so, that
no persuasion could keep me awake. Telling Wang
to call me if anything suspicious oceurred, I lay down
without undressing, and was soon dreaming of robbers,
boatmen, and water-wheels.

When I awoke I found that it was daylight, and
that we were under way, and proceeding rapidly up
the stream. Fifteen of our men werc on shore,
tracking the boat; the cook was busily employed
making preparation for our morning meal, and every-
thing was going on in the usual way, as if nothing
had happened to disturb us. My own men, wearied
with watching, had fallen into a sound sleep, and
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were stretched at full length on the floor of the boat.
As the other passengers were also sleeping soundly, I
had a little time to think quietly over the events of
the preceding night, and, being anxious to see the old
town by daylight, I stepped out of the cabin, and took
my place on the high stern of the boat, near to the
old man who stood at the helm.

The sun was just rising, and its earliest ravs were
playing upon the old walls and watch-towers of Wae-
ping. How different the old place looked in day-
light from what it had done in the darkness! Then
the imagination assisted in making it appear like a
dungeon, dark and gloomy, and inhabited by thieves
and robbers. Now it scemed an ancient city, watered
by a clear and beantiful river, surrounded by hills
and romantic scenery, and defended by time-honoured
walls. Such is the difference between night and
morning, and such the power of hinagination.

When I returned to the cabin I found my servants
rubbing their eves and scarcely awake. «Well,”
said I, “you see nothing has happened, and we are
now under way, and some distance from Wae-ping.”
“Oh! that is all very well,” said one of them, but
had we not been on our guard we should never have
lived to see the morning.”

As the river was now shallow, and in many parts
very rapid, I had daily opportunities of rambling over
the country, and of inspecting its productions. Soon
after leaving Wae-ping onc of my guides informed
me that we werc now on the border of another pro-
vince, and that here I had better not go much out of
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the boat. I found that this advice was good and
worth attending to. The river here is considered the
highway or passage from the one district to the other,
and this pass is well guarded by soldiers. Each pro-
vinee has its own guard-town. On the Che-kiang
side we passed a long, straggling town on the river’s
banks, chiefly inhabited by troops, who were the
guards of the pass, and under the orders of the Hang-
chow mandarins. As soon as the boundary-line was
crosseldl we came to another place of like size and
appearance, also filled with soldiers, who were under
the orders of the authorities of Hwuy-chow-foo, in
the provinee of Kiang-nan. These two parties formed
a sort of border guard, and bore each other, I be-
lieve, little good-will. They reminded me of our
own border clans in ancient feudal times. Boats
passing up and down the river were generally boarded,
and had their papers examined by one of the officers.
The boatman who had the dispute with Wang now
threatened to have him punished here, at which he
was greatly frightened. The man, however, if he
ever intended it, did not put his threat into exeeu-
tion, and we passed the dreaded border in safety.
YWhen we got fairly inside the Hwuy-chow district
I was able to ramble about in the country as before.
The river became not only shallow, but n many
parts so full of rocks and stones that it was next to
impossible to pick out a passage for the boat. It still
wound through a hilly aud mountainous country.
The hills, however, became gradually more fertile as
we proceeded, and in many parts they were culti-
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vated to their summits. Crops of millet and Indian
corn were growing amongst the tea-bushes, which were
now observed in large guantities on the sides of the
hills. The corn and millet, growing up in the hot
months of summer and autumn, seemed to afford a
partial shade to the tea, which was probably beneficial
to it. Another reason for the practice may be found
in the fondness of the Chinese for mixing crops—
a practice in operation all over the country. I never
saw finer crops of millet and Indian corn than those
which were growing on these hills. The crops were
just ripening (November 2nd), and the Chinese bad
begun to harvest them.

This part of the country was exceedingly beautiful
and full of interest. Many of the less fertile hills
were clothed with junipers and pines, whilst on others
the patches of ripening corn afforded a striking con-
trast to the dark-green leaves of the tea-bushes with
which they were dotted. 1 had now the pleasure of
seeing many groups of the beautiful ‘¢ funereal
cypress;” it was growing on the sides of the hills,
generally near villages or amongst the graves. Every-
where it was beautiful, aud produced a striking effect
in the appearance of the landscape.

In walking over the country I always, when pos-
sible, avoided entering large towns. About this
time, howevcr, all the passengers were obliged to get
out of the boat, in order to lighten it, and allow it to
be drawn up one of the shallow rapids. We all walked
on together, and in a short time came to a town of
considerable size. It happened that the day we
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arrived was a holiday, and a scene presented itself
such as I had never before witnessed.

The town was on the opposite bank. Two rivers
unite here, and the town was built between them
just at their junetion. One of the rivers was nearly
dry, and its bed was now used for the purpose of
giving a grand féte. The bank where we were was
probably about 150 or 200 fect above the bed of the
river, so that we had a capital view of what was
going on below us.

The first and most prominent object which caught
my eye was a fine seven-storted pagoda, forty or fifty
feet high, standing on the dry bed of the river; near
to it was a summer-house upon a small scale, gaudily
got up, and supposed to be in a beauntiful garden.
Artificial tigures of men and women appeared sitting
in the verandahs and balconies, dressed in the richest
costumes. Singing birds, such as the favourite wa-
me and canaries, were whistling about the windows.
Artificial lakes were formed in the bed of the river,
and the favoured Nelumbium appeared floating on
the water. Everything denotcd that the place be-
longed to a person of high rank and wealth.

At some little distance a theatre was crected, in
front of which stood scveral thousands of the natives,
packed as closely as possible, and evidently highly
interested in a play which was going on. Some-
times the piece appeared so pathetic that the im-
meuse multitude were perfectly still; at other times
something seemed to tickle their fancies, and to
afford them the greatest amusement. The actors on
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the sfage were very gaily dressed in rich silks and
satins of many eolours, and evidently did their best to
afford amusement to this inmense audience.

Such was the scene presented to us as we ap-
proached the town. “Come,” said all my fellow
passengers, “‘come and see the play;” and they set
off as fast as they could to a bridge a little higher up
the river, by which thev could reach the town and
the place where the festivities were going on. I was
quite satisfied with the view I had of the whole
scene from the opposite bank, and therefore declined
the invitation to go ncarer. The old dwarf, whom I
have already mentioned, and who had taken every
opportunity in his power to show his good will, volun-
teered to remain with me and my two servants. We
sat down on the green grass, and had an excellent
view of the whole proceedings. The Chinese never
seented to tire, and would have remained there all
day ; but as our boat would pass up the other branch
of the river, it was necessary for us to get to it. We
therefore crossed the bridge, and passed through the
centre of the town. No one seemed to have the
slightest idea that 1 was a forcigner ; indeed, the poor
old dwarf attracted far more attention than any of
us. I did not remark anything of interest in this
town, except some large tea-hongs and carpenters’
shops, where tea-chests were being made,

When we had passed through this place and
reached the other branch of the river, we entered a
ferry-boat, and crossed over to the other side.
Amougst the ferry-boat passengers were two very
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pretty and handsomely dressed young ladies, with
whom I was greatly amused. When they came into
the boat they scated themselves quietly by my side,
and began chatting to each other iu high spirits. I
could not help contrasting their conduct with that of
any of their countrywomen at the five ports where
foreigners are permitted to trade. Respectably
dressed females always fly from foreigners as they
would do from a wild and ferocious animal. IJad
these pretty damsels known that a “barbarian” was
geated at their side, how astonished and frightened
they would have been'!

About evening, just before dark, the boat arrived
and lay abreast of the town during the night. All
the men now applied for leave to go on shore to see
the play. Some of them appeared very anxious that
I should go with them, but, being quite contented
with the adventures of the day, I declined the invi-
tation. It was very late before they all came back;
but this did not prevent us from getting under way
at the usual time next morning and proceeding on
our journey.

After we had gone some distance the head boat-
man came round and informed the passengers that it
would be necessary to engage another boat to take
part of his cargo, as the river was too shallow to
allow him to get up so deeply laden as he was.
Moreover, he coolly proposed that the expenses of
the second boat should be defrayed by the passengers,
giving as his reason that by this means they would
get sooner to their destination, As the sum was not
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a large one, this was agreed to, and a second boat
was engaged.

A circumstance now occurred which astonished
me not a little at the time, although it must be a
common thing in the country. When the second
boat was brought alongside, and the floor of cur cabin
taken up to get at the cargo, I found that we had
some fellow-passengers which I had never calculated
upon. Two enormous coffins, ecach containing the
body of a Chinaman, had been lving directly under
my bed for the last three weeks without my having
the least suspicion of the fact. It was, perhaps, just
as well that this was the case, for the knowledge of
the circumstance would not have added to my com-
fort, and might have made me slecp less soundly.
These coffins were now removed to the other boat, in
which they were taken onwards to their last resting-
place. On inquiring, I found that the deceased were
natives of Hwuy-chow-foo, and had left their native
country some years before to reside at Hang-chow,
where they had died. Their friends were now taking
their remains back to their own land, to be buried in
the graves of their ancestors.

On the following day, while walking on shore with
some of the othcr passengers, we came to a village in
which there was a celebrated garden and temple be-
longing to a family of high rank and influence in the
country. The head of the family himself had died
a short time before, but the place was still kept up in
excellent style. It seemed to be open to the public,
and we determined to go and see it.
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The place had no pretensions to what in England
would be called a fine garden; but it was evidently
considered unique by the Chinese in this part of the
country. Small square courts were seen here and
there, ornamented with rockwork, and planted with
the favourite flowers of the distriet. The fragrant
olive, moutan, sacred bamboo (Nandina domestica),
and other common shrubs, were met with in great
abundance. Some pretty ponds were filled with the fa-
vourite water-lily. But the most interesting plant of'all
was a new evergreen holly, with leaves somewhat like
the Portugal laurel, very handsome and ornamental.®

Amongst the buildings there was a pretty small
pagoda, which we ascended, and from its top had
an excellent view of the surrounding country. The
whole place had evidently been laid out for the pur-
pose of giving plays and fétes on an extensive scale.
Summer-houses, ornamental towers, balconies, and
ancestral temples, werc scattered over the grounds.
The tout ensemble had an imposing appearance, and
was just such as the Chinese most admire. Guides
conducted us through the place in the same way as
at the show-houses in England, and also expected to
be paid for their services. The resemblance went a
little further, for we were passed on from one guide
to another, and eack had to be paid.

On the hill sides m this part of the country I met
with many plants which are rare in other parts of
China, at least on the hills nearer to the sea. The
fragrant Chimonanthus, which is now such a favourite

* Heeds of this were procured here and sent home to England,
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in England (where it blooms in the open air at Christ-
mas), was quite common. But the most interesting
of these plants I found in an old garden, and it is
likely to be much prized at home, I will here relate
the accident by which it was discovered while we
were at Tung-che. My coolie and myself were busy
collecting tea-seeds on a small Inll not far from the
town. After collecting all the seeds we could find, I
happened to get a glimpse of a very fine specimen of
the funereal cypress, with which I was so charmed,
that I determined to go to the spot where it was
growing and enjoy a nearer view. I desired my
attendant to accompany me, in case any ripe seeds
might be found upon it. As we approached the
village we discovered that the tree was inside a
garden, which was surrounded by very high walls.
Naturally supposing that therc must be a gate some-
where, we walked round the walls until we came to a
little cottage, which seemed to have served the pur-
pose of a lodge. We passed in here with all the
cooluess of Chinamen, and soon fouid ourselves in a
dilapidated old garden. A large house, which had
formerly been the mansion, was, like the garden, in a
ruinous condition. The funereal eypress which I
had seen in the distance stood in the midst of the
garden, and was covered with ripe sceds, which in-
creased the collection I had formerly obtained.
Having taken a survey of the place, we were
making our way out, when an extraordinary plant,
growing in a secluded part of the garden, met my
eye. When I got near it I found that it was a very
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fine evergreen Berberis, belonging to the section of
Mahonias, and having of course pinnated leaves.
Each leaflet was as large as the leaf of an English
holly, spiny, and of a fine dark, shiniug green colour.
The shrub was about eight feet high, munch branched,
and far surpassed in beauty all the other known
species of Mahonia. Tt had but one fault, and that
was, that it was too large to move and bring away.
I secured a lcaf, however, and marked the spot
where 1t grew, in order to secure some cuttings of it
on my return from the interior.

I had been greatly annoved at the cowardice and
fear of Wang. He had still the most scrious appre-
hensions for his safety, as his ¢nemy, the boatman,
continued to threaten him, I tried to laugh at him
and convinee him that the boatman would do him no
harm, but it was of no use. At last he came to me,
and explained a plan which he had been concocting,
and which he proposed putting into cxecution next
day. It was simply this:—he and I were to leave
the boat ostensibly to walk in the country as usual,
but with the intention of not returnineg to it I
asked himn what was to be dome with our beds and
Inggage, and what he propesed doing with the other
man. He replied that all must be left behiud j that
if he attempted to leave the boat openly, mcasures
would be taken to stop him: and that, as the coolie
could not be trusted, he must he left also. e did
not intend even to pay what was due upon our passage
money! Such was the plan which, after days and
nights of dcep thought, as he told me, he had at last

e
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made up his mind to put into execution, and to which
he now begged that I would agree.

I thought over the business for some few minutes,
and then came to the determination not to adopt his
suggestions. I was unwilling to leave behind me the
seeds of the tea-shrub and of the other new plants
which I had discovered, and I did not think the state
of the case so urgent as to force me to the unworthy
measure of leaving the other man behind and the
boatman unpaid. ¢ This plan of yours will not do,”
said I'; “if you can leave the boat in an open man-
uer, taking vour companion along with yvou and pay-
ing all charges, I have no objection either to go on
ghore or to hire another boat, but I cannot consent to
go away in the manner you propose.” 1 was very
glad afterwards that T was firtu enough to pursue this
course,

A day or two after this I was foriued in the
morning that we were within thirty le of the town of
Tun-che, and that we should arrive there m the
evening. This was the destination of our loat, and
here we should leave it. In the afternoon, about two
o'clock, we were only four miles distant from this
place, and as the water was very shallow, and we
were making but little progress, most of the passen-
gers deterniined to walk onwards to the town. We
all began to pack up our luggage and make prepara-
tions for the journey. The opium-smoker, who, with
all his civility, was a man I could not trust, was now
very anxious to know to what part of the country we
were hound. My Chinese servants, who had learned
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a little wit by experience, took good care to keep all
these matters to themselves, their great object being
to cut off all connection between their frivads in the
boat and those with whom we might have to associate
afterwards.

Our passage-money was now fully paid up, our
luggage packed, and an arrangement made between
my two men with regard to the station to which we
were bound. When this was all arranged I left the
coolie in charge of the luggage, took Wang on shore,
and walked onwards to Tun-che, which we reached
between three and four o’clock in the afterncon. It
is a thriving, busy town, and fornis as it were the
port of Hwuy-chow-foo, from which it is distant about
twenty miles. * It is situated in lat. 29° 48’ N., and
in long. 2° 4’ E. of Peking. All the large ITang-chow
and Yen-chow boats are moored and loaded here, the
river being too shallow to allow of their procecding
higher up, and hence it is a place of great trade.
Nearly all the green teas which are sent down the
river to Hang-chow-foo, and thence onward to Shang-
hae, are shipped at this place. The green teas des-
tined for Canton are carried across a range of hills to
the westward, where there is a river which flows in
the direction of the Poyang lake.

This part of the country is very populous. Nearly
the whole way from the place where we had left our
boat was covered with houses, forming a kind of
suburb to Tun-che. This place itself is supposed to
contain about 150,000 inhabitants. The great article
of trade is green tea, There arc here a number of

6 2
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large dealers who buy this article from the farmers
and priests, refine and sort it, form it into chops, and
forward it to Shanghae or Canton, where it is sold to
the foreign merchant. Seven or eight hundred chops
are said to be sent out of this town amnually. I
observed also a great number of carpenters’ shops for
the manufacture of chests, a trade which of itself
must employ a large number of men. In fact, this
town and the surrounding populous district may be
said to be supported by the foreign tea-trade,

Nearly all the way from Yen-chow-foo the river
was bounded by high hills on cach side. Now, how-
ever, they seemed, as it were, to fall back, and left an
extensive and beautiful valley, through the middle of
which the river flowed. Nearly all this low land is
under tea eultivation, the soil is riel aud fertile, and
the bushes covsequently grow most Juxuriantly. 1
had never before seen the tea-plant in such a flourish-
ing condition, and this comvinced me that soil had
nmuch to do with the superiority of the IIwny-chow
green feas.

The very sandy soil near the river vielded good
crops of the ground-nut (Arackis hypogrea).

After spending about an hour in the town we in-
quired where we could hire a chair to take us ouward
about thirty le further, and were directed to an inn or
tea-house, where chairs are let on hire. A cireum-
stance happened in this inn which gave me some
amusement at the tine, and which I have often
laughed at siuce. When we entered this house we
found a great number of travellers of all ranks; some
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were drinking tea, others smoking, and the remainder
stretched upon chairs or tables sound asleep. Seeing
strangers arrive, some of the more restless were rather
inquisitive, and began to put a number of questions
to us, My man Wang was a native of this district,
and of course understood the dialect perfectly, but he
evidently wanted to have as little to say as possible,
As for myself, I told them I did not understand what
they said. One fellow in particular, who probably
was sharp enough to detect something unusual in my
appearance, was determined not to be put off in this
way, and kept asking me a variety of questions. .\t
length the old innkeeper came up and said with the
utmost gravity, ““ It is of no use your talking to this
person, he understands the Kwan-hwa (or Court dia-
lect) only s you do not speak that, and of course he
cannot understand you, nor you him.” This seemod
to be perfectly satisfactory to all parties, and I was
left unmolested.

Our chairs being ready, we got into them, and,
passing through the town, crossed the river and took
the road for Sung-lo and Hieu-ning. We reached
our destination a little before dark, and I bad the
first view of the far-famed Sung-lo-shan, the hill where
green tea is said to have been first discovered.
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CHAPTER V.

Rung-lo-shan — It priests and tea — 1ts heirht above the sea — Tiock
formation — Fiora of the hills — Temprrature and climate —
Culhration of 1ke tea-shrab — Mode of presersine jte sceds — The
oy plants — Metlies of dy eine sicen teas — Ingredients cmiployed
— ('Linese rensvn fu1 the practice — Quantity of Prussian blue and
oy taken by a ureen-tea drinker — Sueli teas not nsed by the
Chinese — Mr. Waninztou’s observations,

Tae hill of Sung-lo, or Sung-lo-shan, is situated in
the provinee of Kiang-nan and district of Ilien-ning,
a town in lat. 29° 56’ N, long. 118° 15' E. It is
famous in China as being the place where the green-
tea shrub was first discovered, and where green tea
was first manufactured. In a book called the ¢ Hieu-
ning-hien chy,” published aD. 1693, and quoted by
Mr. Ball, there is the following notice of this place :—

“ The hill or mountain where tea is produced is
Sung-lo mountain. A bonze of the sect of Fo taught
a Kiang-nan man, named Ko Ty, the art of making
tea, and thus it was called Sung-lo tea. The tea got
speedily into great repute, so that the bonze became
rich and abandoned the profession of priest. The
man is gone, and only the name remains, Ye men
of learning and travellers who seek Sung-lo tea may
now search in vain, that which is sold in the markets
is a mere counterfeit.”

Sung-lo-shan appears to be between two and threc
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thousand feet above the level of the plains. It is
very barren, and, whatever may have formerly been
the case, it certainly produces but little tez now;
indeed, from all I could learn, the tea that grows
upon it is quite neglected, as far as cultivation is con-
cerned, and is only gathered to supply the wants of
the priests of Fo, who have many temples amongst
these rugged wilds. Nevertheless it is a place of
great intercst to every Chinaman, and has afforded a
subject to many of their writers.

The low lands of this distriet and those of Moo-
yuen, situated a few miles further south, produce the
greater part of the fine green teas of commierce;
hence the distinetion betwixt hill-tea and garden-tea,
the latter simply applying to those teas which are
carefully cultivated in the plains. The soil here is a
rich loam, not unlike the eotton soil of Shanghae, but
tnore free mn its texture, being mixed with a consider-
able portion of sand.

'When formning our ideas regarding the low lands,
or plains, where the fine garden-tea is produced, it
should be kept in mind that the level country here is
not in reality low, but is 2 very considerable height
above the level of the sea— much higher, for example,
than the plain of Shanghae. Frora Hang-chow-foo to
Hwuy-chow-foo the distance is about 800 le (150 to
200 miles) ; and, when we take Into cousideration the
rapidity of the current, we see at once that the plains
about Hwuy-chow-foo must be a very considerable
height above those of Hang-chow or Shanghae, which
are only a few fect above the level of the sea.
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The rocks in this part of the country are chiefly
composed of Silurian slate, like that found in England,
and resting upon it is a red caleareous sandstone
similar to the new red sandstone of Europe. This
sandstone has the cffect of giving a reddish tinge to
the barren hills, as it crumbles to pieces. I met
with no fossil organic remais in these rocks, but my
time and opportunities did not permit me to investi-
gate them very minutely.

All these hills are very barren and wholly unsuited
to the cultivation of the tea~shrub, and hence their
geological formation can have little to do with the
success which has attended its inanagement on the
plains. Their vegetable productions, however, de-
pending as they do in a great measure upon climate,
afford us some valuable information, and to these I
paid particular attention.

The flora here has & northern character, that is,
the genera common in England or i the northern
parts of India arc common, while those shrubs and
trees which are met with ouly in tropical countries
are entirely unknown. The only plant scen here
which has any resemblance to those of the tropics is
the species of palm which I have already noticed, but
it seems much more bardy than any other variety of
its race. A species of holly not unlike the English
is common; and various species of the oak, the pine,
and the juniper are also found in great abundance.
The grasses, ferns, and other low-growing bushes and
herhaceous plants of northern countries are here re-
presented by various species of the same genera.
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If we were to draw our conclusions from the flora
of the country only, we should be apt to suppose that
the tea-shrub might be successfully cultivated in some
parts of Great Britain ; but this would be erroneous.
We must examine the climate as well as the soil and
its natural preductions, and thus obtain a view of the
question in all its bearings.

Shanghae is the nearest place to the green-tea
country at which observations that can be relied upon
regarding climate have been made to any extent.

The following table, prepared in Shanghae (lat.
31°20' N.) from daily observations with Newman's
best maximum and minimum thermometers, will give
the requisitc information as regards temperature =—

TEEAMOMETER.
1844-5 T
Mean Mean Highest Lowest
Maumum. | Miomom, | donng Month, | donng Month,
July . .+ .« . . 90 7 100 7
Aogast ., . . . 89 77 94 74
September . . . 79 67 91 63
October . . . . 74 85 a8 32
November . . . i 52 73 10
December . . . 47 a7 64 26
Janwary - - . . 45 36 62 24
February . . . . 45 a7 62 30
March. . . . . 54 42 8D 33
April . . . . . , 64 51 75 4]
May . . . . . | 59 87 19
Jage . . . . . 76 68 90 58

It is necessary to state, in connection with these
observations on temperature, that the winter of



90 TEA DISTRICTS OF CHINA. Car, V.

1844-5 was unusunally mild. I have no doubt that
in ordinary seasons the thermometer may sometimes
sink as low as 10° or 12° of Fahrenheit. The winter
months are not unlike those which we experience in
England; sometimes heavy and continued falls of
rain take place, at other times the frost is very severe,
the rivers and lakes are frozen over, and the ground
is covered with snow. The spring is early and plea-
sant. In April and May, when the monsoon changes
from north-east to south-west, the weather is generally
very wet; in fact, this is what is commonly called
the “rainy season.” From June to August it is often
oppressingly hot, the sky is generally clear, little rain
falls, but vegetation is often refreshed with heavy
dews at night. The autumnal months are cool and
agreeable, and about the end of Oectober slight frosts
are not unfrequent.

When we consider that Shanghae is 9° 30 further
south than Naples, the extremes of heat and eold
will appear excessive. But in order to account for
this we must bear in mind the observations made by
Humboldt many years ago. ¢ Europe,” he observes,
“may be considered altogether as the western part
of a great continent, and therefore subject to all the
influence which causes the western sides of continents
to be warer than the eastern, and at the same time
more temperate, or less subject to ercesses of both
heat and cold, but principally the latter.”

Shanghae is situated on the east side of the large
continent of Asia, and is consequently liable to ex-
tremes of temperature—to excessive heat in summer
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and extreme cold in winter —such as are unknown in
many other places in the same degree of latitude.

But Shanghae is near the sea, and the extremes
of heat and cold are therefore less than in the green-
tea district of Hwuy-chow. I have no doubt that the
thermometer rises several degrees higher in summer
in the town of IIwuy-chow-foo than it does either
in Shanghae or Ning-po, and in like manner sinks
much lower during the winter. If we allow eight or
ten degrees each way we shall probably be very near
the truth——quite near enough for all the purposes of
this inquiry.

In the green-tea district of Hwuy-chow, and I
believe in all other parts where the shrub is culti-
vated, it is multiplied by seeds. The seeds are ripe
in the month of October. When gathered they are
generally put into a basket, and mixed up with sand
and earth in a damp state, and n this condition they
are kept until the spring. If this plan is not pursucd
only a small portion of them will germinate. Like
the seeds of the oak and chestnut, they are destroyed
when exposed to sudden changes in temperature and
moisture.

In the month of March the seeds are taken out
of the basket and placed in the ground. They are
generally sown thickly, m rows or in beds, in a
nursery, or in some spare corner of the tea-farm, and
sometimes the vacancies in the existing plantations
are made up by sowing five or six seeds In each
vacant space.

When the young plants are a year old they are in
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a fit state for transplanting. This 1s always done at
the change of the monsoon in spring, when fine warm
showers are of frequent occurrence. They are planted
in rows about four feet apart, and in groups of five or
six plants in the row. The distance between each
group or patch is generally about four feet. The
fiest crop of leaves is taken from these plants in the
third vear. When under cultivation they rarely
attain a greater height than three or four feet.

When the winters are very severe the natives tie
straw bands round the bushes to protect them from
the frost, and to prevent it and the snow from
splitting them.

In my former work * I offered some remarks upon
the preference which many persons in Europe and in
America have for coloured green teas, and I will
now give 2 “full and particular aceount” of the
colouring process as practised in the Ilwuy-chow
green-tea country upon those teas which are destined
for the foreign market. Having noted down the
process carefully at the time, I will extract verbatim
from my note-book :—

“ The superintendent of the workmen managed
the colouring part of the process himself. Having
procured a portion of Prussian blue, he threw it into
a porcelain bowl, not unlike a chemist’s mortar, and
crushed it into a very fine powder. At the same
time a quantity of gypsum was produced and burned
in the charcoal fires which were then roasting the
teas. The object of this was to soften it in order

* Thier Years® Wandernige in the Norlkern Mroviness of ¢ 'una.
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that it might be readily pounded into a very fine
powder, in the same manuver as the Prussian blue
had been. The gypsum, having been taken out of
the fire after a certain time had elapsed, readily
crumbled down and was reduced to powder in the
mortar. These two substances, having been thus
prepared, were then mixed together in the proportion
of four parts of gypsum to three parts of I’russian
blue, and forme.l a light-blue powder, which was then
ready for use.

“ This colouring matter was applied to the teas
during the last process of roasting. About five
minutes before the tca was removed from the pans—
the time being regulated by the burning of a joss-
stick—the superintendent took a small poreclain
spoon, and with it he scattered a portion of the
colouring matter over the leaves in each pan. The
workmen then turned the leaves rapidly round with
both hands, in order that the ¢olour might be equally
diffused.

“ During this part of the operation the hands of
the workmen were quite blue. I could not help
thinking thet if any green-tea drinkers had been
present during the operation their taste would have
been corrected, and, 1 may be allowed to add, im-
proved. It seems perfectly ridiculous that a civilised
people should prefer these dyed teas to those of a
natural green, No wonder that the Chinese consider
the natives of the west to be a race of *barbarians.”

“ One day an English gentleman in Shanghae,
being in conversation with some Chinese from the
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green-tea country, asked them what reasons they had
for dyeing the tea, and whether it would not be
better without undergoing this process. They ac-
knowledged that tca was much better when prepared
without having any such ingredients mixed with it
and that they never drank dyed teas thcmselves,
but justly remarked that, as foreigners seemed to
prefer having a mixture of Prussian blue and gypsum
with their tea, to make it look uniform and pretty,
and as these ingredients were cheap enough, the
Chinese had no objection to supply them, cspecially
as such teas always fetched a higher price!

“J took some trouble to ascertain precisely the
quantity of eolouring matter used in the process of
dyeing green teas, not certainly with the view of
assisting others, either at home or abroad, in the art
of colouring, but simply to show green-tea drinkers
in England, and more particularly in the United
States of America, what quantity of Prussian blue
and gypsum they imbibe in the course of one year.
To 144 Ibs. of tea were applied 8 maee 2} candareens
of colouring matter, or rather more than an ounce.
In every hundred pounds of coloured green tea con-
sumed in England or America, the cousmmer actually
drinks more than half a pound of Prussian blue and
gypsum! And yet, tell the drinkers of this colonred
tea that the Chinese eat cats, dogs, and rats, and
they will hold up their hands in amazement, and pity
the poor celestials I”

Two kinds of Prussian blue are used by the tea-
manufacturers—one i8 the kind commonly met with,
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the other I have seen only in the north of China.*
It is less heavy than common Prussian blue, of a
bright pale tint, and very beautiful. Turmeric root
is frequently employed in Canton, but I did not
observe it in use in Hwuy-chow.

I procured samples of these ingredients from the
Chinamen in the factory, in order that there might
be no mistake as to what they really were. These
were sent home to the Great Exhibition last year,
and a portion of them submitted to Mr, Warrington,
of Apothecaries’ Hall, whose investigations in con-
nexion with this subject are well known. In a paper
read by him before the Chemical Society, and pub-
lished in its * Memoirs and Proceedings,’ he says,—

“ Mr. Fortune has forwarded from the unorth of
China, for the Industrial Exhibition, specimens of
these materials (tea dyes), which, from their appear-
ance, there can be no hesitation in stating are fibrous
gypsum (caleined), turmeric root, and Prussian blue;
the latter of a bright pale tint, most likely from
admixture with alumina or porcelain-clay, which
admixture may account for the alumina and silica
found as stated in my previous paper, and the pre-
sence of which was then attributed possibly to the
employment of kaolin or agalmatolite.”

* 1 formerly mistook this for a kind of indigo,
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My reception in the bouse of Wang' father — A smoky Chinese
cottape — My coolie and the dwerf — The dangers to which they
had been exposed — Chinese mode of warming themsolves ou a
eold dar — Tea-seeds, &c., obiained — Aneccdote of the new
Berberis — (btan some young plants of it — Deceitful clharacter
of the Chinese — Leave the far-fmned Sung-lo-shan — Wany tries
to cheat the chairmen — Invents a story of a * great general ¥—
Leave Tun-che — Mountain aeenery — 1"leasure of going down the
river — Gale of wind amongst the mountaing— Arrive at Nechow
— BShaou-ling-foo — Tsaou-0 — Pak-wan — Arrive at Ning-pn.

AFrTER this digression on the green-tea shrub, and
the country where it was first found, I now resume
the account of my travels.

When we reached the Sung-lo country I took up
my quarters in a house which belonged to the father
of my servant Wang. It was ncarly dark before we
arrived at the house, which was situated amongst the
hills within two miles of the foot of Sung-lo. Had I
fixed upon the spot myself I could not have found
one better suited to the purposes I had in view.
014 Mr. Wang was a farmer who at one time had
been well off in the world, but, like many others, had
been unfortunate, and was now very much reduced
in circumstances. He received us in the kindest
manner, and seemed to have great affection for his
son. His wife also came to welcome us, at the same
time apologising for the poor reception they gave us,
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as they were so poor. I fried not to be outdone in
politeness, and we were soon on thé best possible
terms.

The table was soon spread with our evening weal,
and, chopsticke in hand, we went to work and did
ample justice to the fare sct before us. Shortly
afterwards, the Chinese being carly in their habits,
we retired to rest.

Next morning the rain was falliug in torrents, so
that it was inipossible to stir out of doors. In these
circumstanees & Chinese cottage is a most uncomfort-
able place of confinement. Four families resided in
the building in which I was now located— two in the
lower and two in the upper story. Each of these
families had a separate kitchen, and, as there were no
chimneys, the smoke had to make its escape through
the doors, windows, and roof of the house. The
natives were accustonmed to this, and did not greatly
mind it, but to me it was almost insupportable. The
smoke got into my eves and almost drove me mad
with pain. Go where I would it was all the same,
for the house was quite full of it. I quite dreaded
the approach of mecal-time, when all the fires were
lighted. There was no rewedy, however, except
going out into the heavy rain, so that I was obliged .
to suffer as patiently as I could.

On the evening of the sccond day my coolie and
the good old dwarf arrived with wy luggage, and
told Wang some wonderful stories about the narrow
escapes they had had from his friends the Loatmen,
The coolie said he had been so nueh alarmed that

I
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he had spent the whole night in a temple, it being
the only place where he considered himself safe. It
was not necessary for me to believe all these things,
more particnlarly as all the Iuggage had come safely
to hand, which could scarcely have been the case had
the boatmen been as bad as was represented.

For three days the rain fell incessantly, and it
was also very cold. The Chinese tried to keep
themselves warm by putting on thick clothing, and,
strange to say, by reading aloud, which they did in a
loud singing manner, repeating the words as fast as
they could. When tired with this way of amusing
themselves, nearly the whole of them went to bed,
as being the most comfortable place under the etr-
cumstances, and strongly recommended ine to follow
their example.

Sung-lo mountain, which in ordinary weather I
could have seen from the windows, was now en-
veloped in a cloak of mist, and every tree and bush
was bent down with heavy drops of rain. At last,
on the fourth day, the clouds cleared away, the sun
shone out again with his usual brilliancy, and the
whole face of nature wore a cheerful and smiling
aspect. I was now out every day, from morning
anti] cvening, busily employed in collecting sceds,
in examining the vegetation of the hills, and in
obtaining information regarding the cultivation and
manufacture of green tea. By this means I obtained
a good collection of those tea-seeds and young plants
from which the finest green teas of commerce are
prepared, and much infornation of a useful kind,
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which I have endeavoured in the last chapter to lay
before the reader.

In the mean timme I had not lost sight of the beau-
tiful new Berberis, which I have already described,
and which I was most anxious to procure, in order to
introduce it into Europe. 1 had frequently desired
Wang to endeavour to procure me some young plants
of it from some garden in the neighbourhood, as J
could not Dbelieve it to be so rare as ouly to exist in
the old placc where I had first seen it. Ilowever,
he either could not find it, or, what was more pro-
bable, he gave himself no trouble about the natter,
Knowing the potent influence of dollars, I called
three or four of the family around me one morning,
and, showing them the leaf which I had brought
with me, promised a dollar to any one of them who
would Dring me a small plant of the same shrub.
One of them went out immediately, and, to my sur-
prise and pleasure, returned in less than five minutes
with a fresh leaf of the plant in question. ¢ That
will do,” said I; “that is just the thing I want:
bring me a young plant with good roots, and I will
give you the promised reward.” They now held &
consultation amongst themselves in an under tone,
and at last said that the plant in question had some
peculiar medical virtues, and that the lucky posscssor
would not part with it. “Sell me this one,” said I,
“and you will be able to buy a dozen others with
the money.” ¢ No,” one of them replied, * my
unele, in whose garden it is growing, does not want
money ; he is rich enough; but he requircs a little

H 2
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of the plant now and then when he is unwell, and
therefore he will not part with it.” This was very
provoking, but the Chinese were firm, and there was
nothing for it but to go, as sailors say, “upon another
tack.” This I determined to do. ¢ Well, at all
events,” said I, “let me sce the plant; don’'t be
afraid, I shall not touch it.” For some time they
refused to do even this, but through Wang's influ-
ence they were at last induced to consent, and led
the way down to a small cottage-garden, completely
covered with weeds. There the beautiful shrub was
growing apparently neglected and left to ¢ bloom
unseen.” It secmed very valuable in the uncle’s
estimation, and he would not part with if, although
I tried hard to induce him to do so. It might be
that he really valued its medicinal properties, but, as
it must he common enough in that part of the coun-
try, he enuld easily have replaced it: i1t was not
unlikely, therefore, that he supposed I should offer
some very large sum to induce him to part with it.
On the following day another relation of Wang's
came to me in a secret manner, and informed me
that he was acquainted with another place where the
same plant was o be had, and that for a consider-
ation he would go and fetch some of it for me.
I engaged him at once, merely telling him that he
must bring young plants with good roots, otherwise
they would be entirely uscless to me. This he
faithfully promised to do, and he kept his word. In
the course of the day he returned with three good
plants, which he sold to me, and which I afterwards
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took back to Shanghac. These are now safely in
Englaud.

I spent a weck in the neighbourhood of Sung-lo,
and then began to think of returning eastward with
the collections T had made. My coolic was now
giving Wang no little awnoyance, in the hope of
extorting money from him. The eoolie had observed
how he had been frightened by the boatmen, and
doubtless thought that ke too might make something
out of his timidity. Dut Waug was now in his
father’s honse, and consequently miore bold. He
refused to be “ squeezed” to the amount of four
dollars—a sum which the otlur fillow demanded.
The latter, after a great deal of blustering language,
left the house with the threat of bringiug some
countrymen of his own to foree compliance with his
demands. Ie returned, howcver, in the course of
an hour, without any companions, and, the subject
having been mentioned to me in the mcan thue, I
seut for him, and threatened to punish him by with-
holdiug his wages if' I heard any more of the matter.
After this he Decame more quict, and I believe the
matter was finally arranged by his accepting 2 loan!

In the mean time old Mr. Wang, in whose house
we were staying, having ocecasion to go dowu to
Tun-che on business, was desired by me to engage a
boat to take us down the river again as far as a
place named Nechow. Ie returned in due time,
and brought a “chop” which had been entered into
with the boatmen, I could wot read the Chinese
language, and therefore had to get Wang to read the
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chop over to me and explain it, more particularly
that part which specified the sum I was to pay.
The chop stated where we were to be taken to; the
vumber of men we were to have in the boat; the
charges for good rice, which they were to supply
three times a day, and the hire of the boat. With
regard to the last item, YWang informed me that it
stated I was to pay the sum of twenty-four dollars,
part before we started, and the remainder at the end
of the jouruey.

The sum which I had brought with e was
reduced to about thirty dollars. I had been obliged
to pay very high prices for everythiug during the
journey, awd felt convineed that the Chinese system
of squeezing had been in full operation. Up to the
present time I had submitted to it with a good grace,
knowing that this was the only way by which I was
likely to attain the object I had in view. Dut now
it was absolutely nccessary for me to rebel. The
place to which we were to be taken by this boat was
at least one hundred miles from any of the ports
where the English resided, and where money could
be procured, and I had every reason to expect that a
sum equal to this would be demanded for taking me
on from Nechow to Ning-po—and this latter demand
I should not have been able to pay. Besides, I knew
very well, or at least T had every reason to suspect,
that the sum stated to me by Wang was much more
than his father had agreed for with the boatimen.
I therefore said to him that I was quite sure the
chop was not correct, and that, whether it was or not,
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I could not pay such a large sum, and must devise
sonie other means of proceeding down the country.
He pretended to be highly indignant at my even
suspecting his veracity, and was entering into a long
explanation, when I cut the matter short by saying
that my mind was made up upon the subject, and
that, as the sum he named was out of the question,
I should endeavour to engage another boat mysclf or
through the coolie. Moreover I hinted that, if things
could not be managed in that way, I would cull upou
the mandarin of Tun-che, and ask his assistance to
cnable me to engage a boat at a fair and proper
price. I then desired him to say no more to me on
this subject, and walked away.

This treatmnent produced cxactly the effect which
I intended it should do, and in a few minutes old
Wang returned, and coolly asked me what sum I
was willing to give for the hire of the boat. “ What
is the use of your asking that question?” I replicd:
“you tell me you have engaged a boat at tweuty-four
dollars; if T take the boat I must of course pay this
sum ; if not, I only forfeit the bargain-money which
you say you have paid.” *Never mind that,” said
he; ¢tell ne what sum you ean give for the hire of
this boat, and then we shall see whether it is sufficient
or not.”  *Well,” said I, *“I must reach Ning-po for
twenty dollars, and T know that sum is quite sufficient
for the journey.” * Very well,” he replied with the
greatest coolness, * give fiftcen for this boat from
Tun-che to Nechow, and I will guarantce that the
other five shall take you on to Ning-po.” This was
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agreed to on my part, and the business was appa-
rently arranged to Mr. Wang’s satisfaction ; and no
wonder; for, having kept the chop, which I after-
wards got translated at Ning po, I found that five
dollars, instead of twentv-four, was the sum charged
for the boat to Nechow; so that the Wangs bad,
after all, made ten by the transaction.

Such is the character of the Chinese.  They have
no idea of telling the truth unless it smits their -
terests to do sos in fact T vsed often to think that
they rather preferred Iving unless it was against their
interests.

All our arrsvgements beiag complete, the sceds
put up, and the plants prcked, I hired a chair, and
on the aftcrnoon of the 20th of Novewber bade
adien to Wane’s family, aud to the country of the
far-famed Sung-lo-shan.  The day was wet and
stormy, and I had a most disagrecable ride to Tuun-
che. Towards ¢icuing the gale inercased, and the
rain fell in torrents. 1 had procured, some oil-paper
to protect my feet and knecs from the rain, which
was blown in wpon me in front, and my wen who
accompanied me also covered themselves with the
same material, but it was of very little usc to us, and
long before we reached our destination we were
drenched to the skin. To make matters worse, it
became quite dark before we reached Tun-che, and
it was with great difficulty that my chairbearers eould
keep on the narrow road, and prevent themselves
from slipping and falling down. QOur road led along
the high bank of the river, aud was rather dan-
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gerous to travel on in such a night.  Once the fore-
most man came down, and T was all but blown over
the bank Into the river; indeed, had the second man
not held on firmly by the chair, T believe I must
have falleu over the preeipice, chair and all.

The lights of the town at last ecame I sight, and,
as we entered its narrow streets, I ordered the chair-
mcn to set e down and wai until my servants came
up. The bearers aceordingly stopped in front of a
tea-house, into which they entered and called for
some refreshiment,. While they were inside the house
I was looking out for my meun, as it was just possible
that they might pass ws in the dark. In a few
minutes Wang came up to me in a state of great
excitement, and almost pulled me out of the chair.
“Come awav—be quick!” said he; “leave the chair
where it is, aud let us huwrry onwards.” I got out,
thinking that something very scrions was about to
happen, and plunged onwards through the mud and
rain. We had not gone many yards when the chair-
men gave chasy, and, coming up with us, collared
Wang and demanded their fire,  “ What is the
meaning of this proceeding ?” said I: “you reccived
money from me to pay these men before we started,
and now vou want to run off without paying them at
all” ¢ Do not make any nowe,” he replicd; “ 1
will account for the money afterwards, but give me
some more now to get rid of these men” 1 did so,
and we then went on.

When the chairmen lcft us I was bringing Wang
to task for dishonesty. 1Ie then told me that, as he
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was coming up behind my chair, he had observed
another chair, in which there was a great general,
closely following mine, and that he suspected that
this man had some intention of seizing us and making
US Prisoners.

We plunged onwards, and saw no more of the
“ great general,” who was probably all the time
thinking much more of getting indoors from the
pelting storm than of molesting us. Indced I strongly
suspected that the whole affair was only a trick of
Wang’s to get rid of the chairbearers, and to rob
them of their money, which ought to have been paid
to them on starting.

‘We were now in the town of Tun-che, and, having
crossed the river by a bridge, soon rcached our boat.
My bed and all my clothes were soaked with rain,
and I spent a most uncomfortable might. Early on
the following morning the boat was pushed out into
the stream, and we proceeded rapidly down the
river.

The storm of the previous night had entirely passed
away, and never had I seen a more beantiful morn-
ing. The sun shone gaily, the atmosphere was clear
and bracing, and everything wore a checerfal and
smiling aspect. With little exertion on the part of
our crew, we floated rapidly down the stream, passing
in quick succession the woods, towns, and villages
which lined its banks. Sometimes, as we looked
onwards, our course seemed to be stopped by moun-
tain-barriers, but as we approached them a way
opened out, and we glided rapidly through, between
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mountains which frequently rose to a height of at
least three thousand feet.

The moon was just past the full, and the scenery
by moonlight was striking and grand. Somctimes
the moon rose in all her grandeur above the tops of
the mountains, and threw a flood of mellowed light
upon the clear and shining river, which made it
appear to sparkle as if' covered with a thousand
bright gems. Again, as we approached the eastern
shore, the moon appeared to sink behind the moun-
tains, and sct where she rose, and we were left in
the shade; and so, as we floated onwands, she rose
and set many times, until she was so high m the
sky that the mountains could no louger intercept
her rays.

On our way up the river I had marked the spot
where the beautiful Berberis grew, and I now paid it
another visit, and procured some good enttings of it
from an old woman who scemed to be in charge of
the place. I would gladly have bought the plant
itself, but it was too large to move with any chance of
success. A goodly number of tea-sceds were also
collected on our way down, as well as more of the
sceds of the Funcreal eypress. The boat being
wholly engaged by myself, I was able to stop when
and where I chose,

The river being rapid, and in many parts studded
with rocks and large stones most dangerous to navi-
gation, we were often obliged, when cvening eame,
to drive a bamboo pole into the bank, and fasten our
boat up for the night. On onc occasion a sudden
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change of weather took place, an cvent eommon
amongst these mountains, When we went to bed the
evening was calm and sercne, and there was no ap-
pearance of any change in the weather. Before mid-
night, however, two or three su:lden gusts of wind
followed each other in quick succession 3 and in the
short space of a quarter of an hour it was blowing a
gale. X was awakened by & sudden gust which blew
the door open, and then nearly swept the roof off.
At the same time the boat was torn from her moor-
ings, aud driven out into the stream, We were now
in a dangerous position, for this part of the river was
full of rocks. All the men were up, and with two
large sculls and bauboo poles tried to get the boat
inshore. Some of them were lashing the roof firmly
down to the hull with ropes, and I thought it would
have been carried away before 1t could have been
secured. Chinamen-like, our crew were making a
great noise ; all were giving orders, and none obeying
them. In the mean time we were flying down before
the wind, and with a rapid current. T expected every
moment that the boat would strike upon the rocks,
and be dashed to pieces. Luckily, however, they
managed to get her inshore, and ran upon a bank of
sand, where she was made fast again.

At daylight the wind had abated considerably, but
it still blew too strong for us to get under way. We
were thercfore obliged to remain where we were
during the greater part of the day. Our boatmen in-
vited some of their friends, who were detained by the
saine cause as ourselves, to conic on board to dine and
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play cards; and in this way they amused themselves
until the afternoon, when the weather had moderated,
and we proceeded on our voyage.

In three days we arrived at the city of Yen-chow-
foo—a journey which occupied twehve days in going
up; and in three days more, that is on the sixth day
after leaving Tun-che, we arrived at the town of
Nechorw,

Nechow 1> a small but busy town, a few miles
higher up the river than the city of Hang-chow-foo.
It is a place of some importance, as it stands on the
main road between Hwuy-chow and Ning-po. Large
numbers of river boats were at anchor abreast of the
town, some from lIwuy-chow, Yen-chow, and the
other towns up the river, aud many from the city of
Hang-chow. I sappuosc the population of the town
and boats may amount to twenty or thirty thousand.

I had frequently heard of the rapidity of the tides
in the river, but had never scen anything remarkable
about them until this evening, We were all seated
at dinner, or rather supper, for it was the third and
last meal of the day, when I heard a rush of water
and a great noisc amoungst the Dboals with which
we were moored.  “Jan-shui! jan-shui!” (the flood-
tide! the flood-tide !) cxelaimed a hundred voicess
and two or three of our men jumped up, and ran out
to guide the boat. I went out also to see what was
going on, and observed a large wave coming rolling
up towards us. Taking boat after boat i its progress,
it whirled it round in an instant, until the whole fleet
were “riding to the flood.” I can only compare the
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scene to that presented by some highland river,
which, swelled after a storm: by many mountain
streams, comes rolling down to the lowlands, flooding
the country in its course, and bearing everything
before it.

Having discharged our Hwuy-chow boat, we pro-
ceeded through the town to the terminus of a small
canal, where another boat was engaged to take us on
to a town called Shang-o, or Tsaou-o, a place not very
far from the source of the Ning-po River. The canal
was narrow, and led us through a beautiful hilly
country. All the low land was evidently very wet,
and only fit for the cultivation of rice and vegetables.

A few miles below Nechow we passed a small town
where there are Government salt warchouses. About
this part of the canal, boats arc not allowed to go on
by night, in order, I suppose, tv prevent smuggling.
We were therefore stopped about nine o’clock in the
evening, and informed that we must not procecd until
daylight. I thought this was quite seitled, when
Wang came and asked me whether I wanted to go
on or not. He said, if I wished to procecd, it was
only necessary to pay the soldicr who had stopped us
about twenty cash {one penrny), and then I might do
as I pleased. This is the way these things are ma-
naged in China. We of course paid the cash and
went on.

Next morning we arrived at a town of considerable
size, named Shaou-hing-foo. It is situated in latitude
30° ¢’ N, and in longitude 120° 29’ E. 1t seems
densely populated, and probably contains nearly as
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many inhabitants as Shanghae (270,000}, The city
is walled and fortified, in the same manner as all other
places of this class.

The canal passes round the city walls, and forms a
sort of moat. A branch of it goes straight through
the city itsclf. Being anxious to visit this place, I
directed my boatmen to go through the city, and we
entered it by an arch in the ramparts.

The walls of Shaou-hing-foo are between three and
four miles in ecirewinference, but, like most Chinese
cities, the space enclosed is not all built over. On
the sides of the canal the houses have a somewhat
mean and poor appearance, but they are better in
other parts of the town. A great tradc scems to be
carried on in all the common necessaries of Iife; and
as the town is as it were a half-way station between
Hang-chow and Ning-po, it is visited by a great
number of travellers. A considerable quantity of
tea is grown on the hills not far from here. It is,
I believe, of a very fair quality, and second only to
that of Hwuy-chow.

Amongst the sights here which the Chinese point
out, and are proud of, is a fine Buddhist temple
standing on a pretty little hill just outside the city
walls. I saw many ornamental gates in the town,
erected to the memory of virtuous women, who,
judging from the number of these structures, must
have been unusually numerous in the place; but its
chief fame results from the number of literary men
which it has produced, and who are scattered over the
whole of the empire. Wherever you meet them, it
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is their pride and boast to have received their edu-
cation in the city of Shaou-hing.

The surrounding country here is flat, and in every
direction intersceted by canals. The hills, which are
scen at no great distance, have a barren appearance—
at least they are far from being so fertile as those in
the green-tca country, from which I had just come.
Rice appeared to be the staple preduction, as it is on
all low wet lands in this part of China. Tallow-trees
were abundant, both in the plain< and on the lower
sides of the hills.

About three o'clock in the afternoon we arrived at
the town of Tsaou-o. Here we left the Nechow boat,
and walked about a mile acrors the country fo another
small town named Pak-wan. This town stands on the
banks of a river which falls tto the bay of Hang-
chow. When I first saw this river I linagined it to
be the one which flows down to the city of Ning-po,
but I soon found that this was not the case.

Pak-wan is a long straggling town, full of pack-
houses, eating-houses, and tea-shops for the accommo-
dation of travellers aud their goods. I found that
several foreigners had been here before, and conse-
quently the inhabitants were well acquainted with
their features. I was recognised as a foreigner im-
mediately on wmy entering the town, but was most
civilly treated, and had no difficulty in engaging a
boat to take me onwards. For this purpose I entered
the Hong-le, or boat-inn, and procured a chop, by
which the innkeeper bound himself to send me on to
Ning-po for the sum of three dollars.
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During the night we passed over two embank-
ments, which, for small vessels, answer the same pur-
poses as the locks on our canals at home. We were
drawn over the embankment by means of a windlass
and an inclined plane. This mode of getting from a
higher to a lower level, or wice wersd, is common in
China, where locks, such as those seen in Europe, do
not seem to be used. As our boat glided swifily
down the inclined plane at midnight, amidst the
lanterns of the Chinese, the effect was curious enough
to a person like myself who had never seen anything
of the kind before. The second launch brought us
upon the waters of the Ning-po river.

During the night we passed a large city named
Yu-cou, and next morning I found we were sailing
down a wide and beautiful stream, which I knew
passed by the city of Ning-po, and entered the sea at
Chinhae. The country in its general features was
hilly, but a plain of some extent was seen on each
side of the river. This low ground was wet and
marshy, and only fit for the cultivation of rice.

An immense number of tombs were seen covering
the sides of the hills, and plainly betokened that we
were approaching a large and populous city. Juniper
and pine trees were grouped about the graves, and
gave a sombre yet pleasing aspect to the last resting-
places of the dead. The tallow-tree still oceupied a
prominent place on the edges of the fields and canals,
as well as on the hill-sides ; and showed, by the extent
to which it is cultivated, that it must be a most im-
portant tree to the Chinese.
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Nothing worthy of note occurred until I reached
the town of Ning-po. It was as welcome a sight as I
had seen for many & day, when the old town, with its
pagoda, temples, and ramparts, came in view. It
was well known to wme in former years, and I felt
myself “quite at home,” after a long and some-
what perilons, although in many respects a pleasant
journey,
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CHAPTER VIL

Kintang or Hilver Island — Its inhabitauts and productions — Bay of
Chapoo — Advantages of an inland route ~— New year at Shanghae
— Flower-shops and {lowers -~ Sacred baniboe — The (hrysan-
themum — Mode ol eultivating it — Weather-propliets — Sail for
Hono-kong — A mame-ship — The Enkiantbus — Canfon  seeds,
and mode of packing thers — False notion repanling their being
Poisoned.

Ox my arrival at Ning-po T engaged a Chinese boat
to take me to Kintang. Kintang or Silver Island is
one of the islands of the Chusan archipelago, situated
between Chusan and the mouth of the Ning-po river,
in about the 30th degree of north latitude. It 1s about
seven miles 1n length, and from two to three in
breadth atits widest part. I found two opium vessels
at anchor in the little harbour of Leh-kong, and was
kindly received by Captain Priestmtan, who gave me
quarters on board his ship.

Silver Island, although near Chusan, was rarcly
visited by the English during the time they held
that place. All sorts of stories used to be told about
it. It was said to be a placc of banishment for
mandarins who had offended the Government; and
this eircumstance, taken in connexion with its name,
led us to believe that it wasa place of wealth and
luxury. Moreover, the Chinese Government had
requested that none of our officers or soldiers might

1 2
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be allowed to go there, as it was full of Chiuese
troops, who might be exasperated if they came in
contact with thosec who had vanquished them during
the late war. Having all these matters in my mind,
I naturally expected to find this a very important
place; but my idcas with regard to its soldiers and
riches were not realized. Small villages are scattered
over the valleys, but there is no town of importance,
and judging from appearances the inhabitants gene-
rally are very poor. No fierce soldiers were net
with in any part of the island : these, however, might
have been withdrawn since 1844.

The inhabitants, like those of Chusan and Ning-po,
are quiet and inoffensive. They were very civil to
me, and often treated me with great kindness. They
had little to offer but their good will; and this they
showed by asking me to sit down in their houses, or,
what was often preferable, under the awning in front
of the door. Here they never failed to offer a
draught of the national beverage—tea. I do not
know anything half so refreshing on a hot summer’s
day as a eup of tca: I mean pure and genuine as the
Chinese drink it, without sugar and milk. Itis far
better and much more refreshing than either wine or
beer. It quenches thirst, is a gentle stimulant, and
wards off many of the fevers incident to such a
climate.

If Silver Island is not inhabited by rich men and
brave soldiers, nature at least has been most bountiful,
for it is one of the most beautiful of the group to
which it belongs. On paying it a visit at this time
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I was particularly struck with the scenery. Passing
through the small town or village of Leh-kong, I
soon came to the foot of' the first range of hills, and
ascended the pass which led over them into the in-
terior of the island. Ou the sides of the road and
scattered over the hills I obrerved large quantities of
the tallow-trce. Its seeds are carefully gathered by
the natives, and are valuable for the oil and tallow
which they contain. A few patches of tea were seen
dotted on the lower parts of the hills. When 1
reached the top of the first mdge of hills, and looked
down on the other side, a most charming view pre-
sented itself. A quict and beautiful valley lay below,
here and there studded with small famn-houses, and
apparently bounded on all sides by hills richly clothed
with shrubs and trees. It was a fine autumnal day,
and many of the leaves had assumed their red and
yellow tints before falling to the ground. Those of
the tallow-tree and a speeies of maple had become of
a clear blood-red colour—others were nearly white
and the contrast between these colours and the decp
green foliage of the pines was most striking.  Clumps
of fine bammboos, and the sung—the species of palm
already noticed—gave a tropical appearance to the
seenery.

The green-tea shrub is cultivated very exteusively
in the interior of the island; and my chief objeet in
coming here was to procure a quantity of ifs sceds.
For this purpose I took my two scrvants with me,
and examined all the tea-farms on our way. China-
men generally have a great aversion to long walks,
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and my men were no exception o the rule. From
the way in which they lagged behind I suspected they
had some intention of turning back when I was far
enough advanced to be out of sight. This they
contrived to do, and when they got home reported
that they had lost me amongst the hills. I felt
rather annoyed, as I expected to have secured a
considerable quantity of tea-seeds, but contented my-
self with a determination to look better after them the
pext day. On the following morning I procured a
pony, and with my two defaulters set off for the tea-
farms situated in the middle of the island. Captain
Priestman accompanied me; and as he had seen the
conduct of my two men on the day previous, he
assisted me to look after them with hearty good will.
‘When we had crossed the first range of hills and were
descending into the valley on the opposite side, the
two Chinese disappeared just as they had done the
day before. Riding back some distance, we found
them lingering behind, and evidently intending to
lose us again and return home. This time, however,
it would not do; so calling them to come on, and
placing them between us on the narrow road, we
moved forwards. I fear, I must confess, that we
did not take the nearest road to our destination, which
we reached at last, having been between three and
four hours on the way. We gathered a good supply
of tea-seeds from various farms on the hill-sides; and
when we had finished the day’s operations rode quietly
homewards, leaving the Chinamen to bring the col-
lections which had been made. The same plan was
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adopted daily uatil nearly zll the farms were visited,
and a large supply of tea-seeds was obtained.

Silver Island consists of a succession of hills and
valleys not unlike those of Chusan, but eveu more
rich in appearance. Passing over the first hill and
descending into the valley, the traveller at first
imagines that he is surrounded on every side by hills;
but proceeding onwards, the road gradually winds
round the base of the hills, and another valley as
pretty as the last opens up to view. Thus, like a
splendid panorama, picture after picture is presented
to the eye, painted by the hand of nature beautiful
and perfect.

There is more tea grown on Silver Island than on
any of the other islands in the Chusan archipelago.
The greater part of what is not conswmed by the
natives is sent over to Ning-po and Chapoo for home
consumption or for exportation to the Straits. Al-
though good tea, it is not prepared in a manner to
suit the English or American markets. The tallow-
tree (Stillingia sebifera) and the * Tung-eau” (Dry-
andra cordata, Thunberg) both produce articles of
export. The former is well known to produce the
tallow and oil so much in use in China: the latter
furnishes a valuable oil which is used In mixing with
the celebrated varnish of the country, and hence this
tree is often called the varnish-tree.

Having procured a collection of the seeds of these
ngeful trees, as well as a large quantity of tea-seeds,
I had the whole of them carefully packed, and left
Silver Island for Shanghae, vi¢ Chapoo. This route,
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which I opened some years ago, is now commonly
used by foreigners travelling between the two northern
ports, and, although not provided for in the * treaty,”
is not objected to by the Chinese authorities, The
consuls of different nations and their families, mer-
chants, and missionaries, all availl themselves of it;
and when we consider the number of foreigners in
Shanghae, an outlet such as this seems absolutcly
necessary. All acknowledge the powerful inflnence
of change of air in cases of fever, and I have no doubt
that the lives of some have been saved by being able
to get down quickly to the islands in the Chusan
archipelago, But had therc been no route wid
Chapoo, this would oftentimes have been very diffi-
cult, as the only other way is by sea. While I
mention this to show the folly of the treaty we made
with the Chinese—a treaty, by-the-by, which is ob-
served neither by the Chinese nor by ourselves—it
also shows how much may be done by quietly and
peaceably breaking down those barriers which have
been erected by prejudice and ignorance.

The bay of Chapoo abounds with pirates, and
unless one’s boat is well armed the passage acroes is
rather dangerous. It was here poor Mr. Lowrie, the
American missionary, was murdered in 1845 or 18486,
He was a man of great promise, and was much re-
gretted. My boat was well armed, and having more-
over two Lascars on board, I had little to fear. We
crossed the bay in safety. I then engaged a canal boat,
and jogged quietly onwards to Shanghae, whick place
we reached without any adventure worth recording.
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It was now the middle of January, and the depth
of winter in the north of China. The Chinese new
year was approaching; it fell on the 24th, and all
the natives were busily employed mn collecting their
debts and arranging their books. It is considered a
great disgrace to have outstanding debts at the begin-
ning of the year. Merchants and shepkeepers will
often make considerable sacrifices in order to raise
money at this season, and hence forcigners generally
consider this a good time to make cheap purchases.
These purchases must all be made before new year's
day, as then the shops arc closed, and little or no
business is transacted for a weck; after which trade
begins again as before. At this festive season flowers
are as much sought after here for the purposes of
decoration as they are at home at Christmas time.
On visitiug some of the flower-shops in Shanghae, in
the middle of Jaunary, I was surprised to find a
great many flowers which had been forced into bioom
and were now exposed for sale. I was not previously
aware that the practice of foreing flowers was common
in China. Many plants of Magnolia purpurca were
in full flower; as were also many kinds of double-
blossomed peaches, the pretty little Prunus sinensis
alba, and a variety of camellias. But what struck
me as most remarkable was the facility with which
the Moutan Paony had been brought into full bloom.
Several varieties of this plant were in full flower;
and at this season of the year, when everything out
of doors was cold and dreary, they had a most lively
effect. Their blooms were tied up, to keep them
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from expanding too rapidly. All these things had
been brought from the celebrated city of Soo-chow-
foo, the great emporium of Chinese fashion and
luxury.

It may be thought that the Chinese have glass
houses, hot-water pipes, and all those fine things
which assist gardeners and amateurs in Europe.
Nothing of the kiud; they do all these things in
their houses and sheds, with common charcoal fires,
and a quantity of straw to stop up the crevices in the
doors and windows.

At this season of the year the *Kum-quat” (Ci-
trus japonica), which is extensively grown in pots, is
Literally covered with its smiall, oval, orange-coloured
fruit. This as well as various other species of the
orange is mixed with the forced flowers, and to-
gether produce an excelient effect. I think if the
* Kumn-quat ” was better known at home it would be
highly prized for decorative purposes during the
winter months. It is much more hardy than any
other of its tribes it produces its flowers and fruit
in great abundance, and it would doubtless prove a
plant of easy cultivation. In order, however, to suc-
ceed with it as well as the Chinese do, one little fact
should be kept in view, namely, that all the plants
of the orange-tribe which bear fruit in a small state
are grafted. There is also a plant, with red berries,
which takes the place of our English helly. It is
the Nandina domestica, and is called by the Chinese
the “Tein-chok,” or Sacred Bamboo. Large quan-
tities of its branches are brought in at this time from
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the country and hawked about the streets. Fach
of these branches is crowned with a large bunch of
red berries, not very unlike those of the common
holly, and, when contrasted with the dark, shining
leaves, are singularly ornamental. It is used chicfly
in the decoration of altars, not only in the temple,
but also in private dwellings and in boats—for here
every house and boat has its altar—and hence the
name of * Sacred Bamboo ” which it bears.

The Nandinz is found in English gardens, but,
judging from the specimnens which I have seen at
home, no idea can be formed of its beauty. It docs
not appesr to produce its fruit so frecly in England
as it does in China, probably owing to the temperature
of our summers being lower than those of its native
country. But the chrysanthemum is the Chinese
gardener’s favourite winter flower, although it is gene-
rally past its full beauty at the Chinese new year.
There is no other plant with which he takes so much
pains, or which he cultivates so well. His camellias,
azaleas, and roses are well grown and well bloomed,
but in all these we excel him in England; in the
cultivation of the chrysanthemum, however, he stands
unrivalled. The plants themselves seem, as it were,
to meet him half way and grow just as he pleases ;
sometimes I found them trained in the form of ani-
mals, such as horses and deer, and at other times
they were made to resemble the pagodas, so common
in the country. Whether they were trained into
these fanciful forms, or merely grown as simple
bushes, they were always in high health, full of fresh
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green leaves, and never failed to bloom most pro-
fusely in the autumn and winter.

The method of cultivating the ehrysanthemum in
China is as follows, Cauttings are struck every year
from the young shoots, in the same manner as we do
in England. When they are rooted they are potted
off at once into the pots in which they are to grow
and bloom ; that is, they are grown upon what would
be called by our gardeners * the one-shift system.”

The soil used in potting is of a very rich deserip-
tion. About Canton it is generally obtained, in the
first instance, from the bottom of lakes or pouds,
where the Nelumbium or waterlily grows. It is
then laid up to dry and pulverise for some months,
when it is mixed with old night-soil taken from the
manure-tanks found in every garden. A heap of this
kind, after being laid up for some time and frequently
turned over, is in a fit state for potting the chrysan-
themam. Manure-water, taken also froin the tanks,
is liberally supplied during the growing season, and
its effects are visible in the luxuriant dark-green
leaves which cover the planis.

In forming the plants into nice compact bushes,
which, with due deference to Chinese taste, I think
much prettier than animals and *seven-storied pa-
godas,” their system is as follows:—The plants are
trained each with a single stem; this is forced fo
send out numerous laterals near its base, and these
are tied down in a neat and regular manner with
strings of silk-thread. By having the plants elothed
with branches in this way, and by keeping the leaves
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in & green and healthy state, the specimens never
have that bare and broom-headed appearance which
they often present in England when they are taken
mto the greenhouse in winter.

About Shanghae aud Ning-po the chrysanthemum
is still better managed than it is near Canton; but
the success which attends it may be attributed, partly
at least, to the more favourable nature of the climate,
the plant being indigenous to the central or more
northern parts of the empire. The system of culti-
vation is nearly the same—the main points attended
to being those which have been noticed, namely,
choosing a rich sotl, planting at once into large pots,
traming to a single stem, and mducing it to send
out numerous laterals, and giving liberal supplics of
manure-water during the growing season. The Chi-
nese are fond of having very large blooms, and, in
order to obtain these, they generally pick off all the
small flower-buds.

In China, as in England, the chrysanthemumn
flowers during the winter months. When in bloom
it is in great request among the people, and is used
in the decoration of court-yards, halls, and temples.
It is everybody’s plant, and bloons alike in the
garden of the lowly Chinese cottager and in that of
the red-buttoned mandarin,

Although we are indebted to China for the parents
of these varicties of chrysanthemums which now
enliven our gardens during the dull months of winter,
yet, strange fo say, the progeny is more numerous in
Europe than in China itself. Some of those beautiful
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kinds raised by Mr.Salter in France would be much ad-
mired even by the Chinese florist. Itisa curious fact,
however, that many of those kinds, such as formosum
and lucidum, which were originally raised from seed
in Europe, are also met with in the north of China.

The Chinese, like ourselves, have their weather-
prophets and cold winters. It had been predicied that
this winter (1848-9) was to be very severe. The
thermometer was now down to 17° Fahr., and there
was every appearance of the prediction being fulfilled.
This degree of cold is felt much more in Shanghac
than in England, owing to the piercing nature of the
wind, which seems to find its way through every pore
of the skin.

Since my return to Shanghae I had been engaged
in getting the fea-plants carefully planted in Ward’s
cases, 1n order to send them to India. As there was
no vessel in Shanghae bound for Caleutta direct, I
determined to take the collection to Hong-kong, and
to ship them thence to India.

At the time we sailed game of all kinds was muost
abundant in Shanghae, and the merchants took the
opportunity of sending a large quantity down to their
friends in Hong-kong and Canton. The poop of our
good ship looked like a row of poulterers’ shops at
Christmas. Pheasants, woodcocks, hares, ducks,
geese, and teal were hanging about in all directions,
Every airy place, such as the davits, boats, poop-
rail, &c., was covered with them, besides which there
were a number of baskets filled with living pheasants
stowed away in the hold. Many of these birds were
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very beautiful, particularly the white-necked pheasants,
and the ducks and teal with feathers of every hue.

All cargo of this kind is taken down freight frees
but, as it is of a perishable nature, there is generally
a tacit understanding between the sender and the
master of the vessel that, if any of it show signs of
becoming bad, it should either be caten or thrown
overboard. Some masters of vessels, and passengers
who are perhaps a little sea-sick, caunot endure the
smell of game in this state, however agreeable it may
be to those for whom it is intended.

It may easily be believed, then, that we did not
fare badly on our passage to Ilong-kong. We were
Iucky in having a medieal man on board of high cha-
racter, and I can honestly say that no plump woud-
cock, wild duck, or pheasant was condemued without
being examined by him and pronounced in imminent
danger: on the other hand, it must be confessed that
none, so far as I knew, were ever thrown overboard.

As soon as we got out to sca all sail was crowded
on our vessel, and we ran merrily on before the wind.
Iu four days after leaving the Yang-tse-kiang river
we were safely at anchor in the bay of Ilong-koug,
having run fully one thousand iniles.

The tea-plants having reached 1Jong-kong in good
order, T lost no time in getting then transshipped to
vessels bound for India, where they afterwards arrived
in excellent condition.

All my spare time in Hong-kong was spent in
rambling about the hills. I was frequently accom-
panied by Captain Champion, one of the best botanists
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I met with in China, and the discoverer of the beau-
tifll Rhodoleia Championi figured by Sir William
Hooker in the ¢ Botanical Magazine.’

At this season of the year the well-known Enki-
anthus was just coming into bloom. This is one of
those few Chinese plants which will scarcely submit
to coltivation in England, or perhaps it would be
more correct to say that its proper management is
not understood there. A description of its habits, as
observed on its native mountains in Hong-kong, will
probably assist those who are trving to cultivate this
beautiful plant in England. The island of Hong-
kong has often been called a barren rock, an ex-
pression which, in our days at least, is not quite
correet. When it was formed by some convulsion of
nature, in the earlier periods of the world's bistory,
it was no doubt a barren chain of rocks of very irre-
gular outline. Gradually, however, like those islands
in the eastern seas which are every day forming by
the agency of animals, a great portion of the surface
of these rocks became partially covered with soil and
vegetation, although many of their peaks are still
uncovered, remaining as barren as they were when
first formed, and appearing o bid defiance to time
and change,

On these mountains, from 1000 to 2000 feet above
the level of the sea, the Enkianthus is found growing
abundantly, and in great luxuriance. It is never seen
in the valleys or low lands, unless when brought
down by the natives. The soil is loamy, not unlike
what we see at Shirley or Wimbledon, and inixed
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with stones and large pieces of granite which have
become detached from the rocks. The plant delights
in fixing itself in the crevices of the rock, and is often
found in such situations with very little soil about its
roots. About the end of April or beginning of May,
at the change of the monsoon, the wet scason begins.
The Enkianthus then grows most luxuriantly, and all
the leaves, buds, and shoots are then fully formed.
In the antumn, with the exception of a weck or two
in September, the weather is dry and very hot. At
this period the branches and buds of the plants get
perfectly ripened, many of the leaves full off, and the
plant, having formed its secretions for the following
year, remains in a dormant condition during the
winter, which in Hong-kong is cool and dry. In the
hottest months in the vear, namely, June, July, and
August, the maximum temperature in the shade
rarely exceeds 90° Fahr., but on a clear day one of
my thermometers indicated 140° in the sun. In
winter, although the north winds are cold and piereing,
frost and snow are almost unknown in this part of
China. When the first impulse is given to vegetation
by spring the Enkianthus bursts into bloom, and the
sides of the barren hills become gay with its number-
less flowers.

This is the way in which Nature treats this charm-
ing plant, and we must follow her example before we
can hope to see it half so beautiful as it is on its
native mountains. There are, however, two cir-
cumstances connected with its success in its natural
state which are difficuit if not impossible to imitate.

K
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The one is the bright sunshine which ripens the
wood in autumn, and the other is the peculiar
nature of the* mountains on which the plant grows.
In the hottest weather, even when no rain has fallen
for months, and, when the valleys are parched and
burnt up for want of it, these mountain-sides are
always moist a few inches below the surface, and teem
in all directions with cool and refreshing springs.

The Enkianthus is always in blossom at the time
of the Chinese new year, when its flowers are in
great request in the south of China for the decoration
of the houses, boats, and temples, just as those of the
Nandina are in the north. It is brought in large
quantities from the hills, and sold in the streets, or
sent about in presents, after the same fashion as the
holly and mistletoe in England. If the branches
are cut and placed in a jar of water before the
flowers are fully expanded, the latter will remain in
perfection for a fortnight or three weeks, The pretty
wax-looking globular flowers are very handsome, and
are held in high esteem amongst the natives.

Having a few days to spare before commencing
my second campaign in the north, I determined on
paying a visit to the Fa-tee gardens near Canton.
1 was curious to obtain some information concerning
the process of preparing and packing those seeds
which are usually sold to foreigners to be sent home
to friends in Europe and America. I had been ae-
customed to believe, with all good charitable people,
that these seeds were boiled or poisoned in some way
by the Chinese before they were sold to our mer-
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chants, in order that the floral beauties of China
should not find their way into other countries, and
the trade in seeds be injured.

The Chinese are certainly bad enoungh, but, like
other rogues, they are sometimes painted worse than
they really are. ¢ Come, Aching,” said I to the old
man who generally supplied these seeds, and in
whose good graces I stood pretty high, from having
made him & present of a2 rare and curious plant,
“I want to see your method of packing seeds for
foreigners. Take me to your seed-rcom and show
me the whole process from begiiming to end.” The
old man led me up to the middle of his garden,
where he had an ornamental shed or seed-room, It
was nicely fitted up with shelves, on which were
arranged a great number of small poreclain bottles,
such as I had often seen in London with seeds from
China. “ Sit down,” said he, “and I will explain
the business to you. I first gather the seeds from
the plants. I then put each kind, separately, into
one of these small bottles, and then pack the whole
into a little box, ready for being shipped to Europe
or America.” “1 understand that part of the
business,” said I'; ‘but what is the substanec which
you put into the bottles along with the sceds?”
This was a white ashy-looking matter, which we sup-
posed in England might be burnt bones, and some
conjectured that it was mixed with the seeds for the
purpose of manure. ¢ Burnt lice,” said Aching.
“ Burnt what?” I asked, with a smilc which I could
not conceal. lle repeated the assertion with all the

K 2
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gravity of a judge. The reader may probably be
ignorant of the Chinese language, and I must there-
fore explain that a Chinese cannot pronounce our
letter »; he has not such a sound in his language.
In trying to pronounce any word in which the lefter
occurs, he invariably substitutes the sound of 7 for
that of ». It was therefore burnt rice, or the husks
of rice reduced to ashes, that he meant. I then
asked him the reason why he used this substance in
packing seeds, and he replied, in Canton English,
“ S'pose my no micie thic seed, worms makie chow-
chow he.” Although the Chinese in Canton would
consider this excellent English, it may be as well to
explain that his meaning was, “ Suppose I did unot
mix ashes with the seeds, worms would eat them.”
He alluded to a little maggot which would come out
during the voyage. ¢ Don’t be angry,” said I, “but
we English fancy you do something to destroy the
vitality of the seeds, instead of endeavouring to pre-
serve it.” I knnw,” said the old man, * you faney
I boil them !*

It is a most diffienlt matter to preserve the seeds
of trees and shrubs in the south of China, owing to
the attacks of maggots. This is, without doubt, one
of the reasons why Canton sceds so seldom grow
when they are received in England; another reason
is the age of the seeds. Old ones, gathered in former
years, are generally mixed up with the fresh ones,
and are all sent together. Most assuredly, however,
poor Aching does not beil them nor poison them in
any way.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Foo-chow-foo — Jealousy of the mandaring — A polite wey of getting
rid of 2 spy — Beenery amongst the mountaing ~ Templa of Koo-
shan — Tta priests and idols -— Baddha'’s tooth and other relics —
Treeg and shruha — (‘ity of Foo-chow-fun — Chinese mode of pet-
ting out when the gates are shut — Journey up the Min — Chinese
aportsmen and their doges — A deer-lnmt — Seenery alout Tein-
tung — Wild fowers — Ruadside temples ~— The bamboo — A
priest and siphon — Lakes of Tung-hou,

THE vessel in which I had taken a passage for the
north being now ready for sea, my luggage was put
on board, and we sailed for Foo-chow-foo, the capital
of the province of Fokien, This port was opened to
foreigners by the treaty, but it has hitherto proved
of little value as a place of trade. The English
consular staff has been greatly reduced, and there is
only one merchant at the port. Many missionarics,
both English and American, have been stationed in
the city and suburbs, and are labouring patiently, but 1
fear with little suecess, amongst an ungrateful people.

The mandarins at Foo-chow, and the people ge-
nerally, reseinble their brethren at Canton, They
are jealous of foreigners, and would gladly see them
turned out of the provinece. A strict watch is kept
upon all their actions, which are duly reported to the
authorities. )

On my arrival I had my luggage conveyed to an
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empty house, rented by Captain Hely, who had
kindly offered me the use of it during my stay. I
had just entered the house, and had gone up stairs to
look for a room in which I could have my bed placed,
when I heard a person below putting various ques-
tions to my servants. I paid little attention to this
at first, as I knew the Chinese to be very inquisitive;
but as the examination continued longer than was
agreeable, I went down stairs to se¢ what was the
matter, There I found an il}-looking fellow with a
brass button in his hat, and evidently belonging to
the lowest class of mandaring, standing over my ser-
vants, and putting questions to them in a most autho-
ritative manner, and in the Fokien dialect, which, as
they were both northern men, they did not under-
stand. For ten minutes they had been going on in
this way, and neither party was any wiser than when
they began. Turning to my servants, I asked them
who the man was, and what he wanted. They
replied that he was a mandarin, that he had been
putting some questions to them concerning me; but
as he spoke in the Fokien dialect they could not
understand him.

The Chinese generally stand in great dread of
their Government officers, and on this occasion my
servants thought they had given me a good and suffi-
cient reason for their having been detained so long.
But I had not forgotten the annoyances which I had
formerly endured at this place from Government
spies, and at once ordered my servants to leave their
interrogator, and attend to their duties. The officer
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looked rather disconcerted, and walked out of the
house.

Having completed my arrangements in the house,
I went out to call upon Mr. Morrison, interpreter to
the British Consulate, who was very unwell, and had
got as far as this place on his way to Hong-kong.
The house in which he had taken up his quarters
was only about two or threc hundred yards from
mine. As I was walking thither, some one came
trudging behind me, and on looking round I disco-
vered my old friend the mandarin at my heels.
When I turned round he stopped for an instant, and,
a8 I looked intently at him, he seemed inclined to
pass on. I stopped him, and asked him, as politely
as I could, where he was bound for. He said he was
going to some place on the river side, with which I
was unacquainted. ¢ Could you not go there to-
morrow ?” gaid I'; “pray do, for I am going there
to-day, and company is disagreeable to me.” With
that I put my hand on his arm, turned him gently
round, and made him a very polite bow. The fellow
looked rather confused, grinned, and walked away, and
I never saw him again. I was afterwards informed
that all foreigners are dodged in this way, and all
their operations duly reported to the authorities.

I had often heard of a celebrated Buddhist temple,
not very far from Foo-chow, so I determined to pay
it a visit. It is called the Temple of Koo-shan, and
is situate amongst the mountains, a few miles {o the
eastward of the city. This temple seems to be the
Jerusalem of this part of China, to which all good
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Buddhists repair at stated seasons to worship and pay
their vows. Having reached the foot of the moun-
tain, T passed through a spacious porch or gateway,
and began the ascent. The hill of Koo-shan is fully
3000 feet above the level of the river Min, and the
temple is about 2000 feet up, or 1000 feet below the
summit. A well-paved path, about six feet in width,
has been made the whole way up to the temple. As
the traveller ascends by this winding causeway, he
gets now and then the most charming view that can
be imagined, which well repays him for his toil in the
ascent. Now, he looks down amongst rocks and
trees Into some retired and rugged valley, where the
soil is so barren that it will not repay the industry
even of the Chinese:—a corner is turned, and he
reaches one of those resting-places which are built at
regular distances for the accommodation of the weary
pilgrim, where a glorious view is spread before him.
It is the wide and fertile valley of the Min, inter-
sected everywhere by rivers and canals, and teeming
with a nwnerous and industrious population.

In about an hour I reached the porch of the
temple. Some idle-looking priests were lounging
about the steps which led up to the first range of
buildings. As soon as I was observed, one of them
ran off and informed the superior or abbot, who came
down and received me with great politeness. I told
him 1 had come to see the temple, of which I had
often heard, and requested he would send some one
to conduct me over . An old priest clothed in a
vellow gown now presented himself to conduet me
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through the various parts of this extensive edificc and
over the grounds.

This temple is built upon the same plan as that
at Tein-tung, near Ning-po; indeed, a deseription of
one would nearly do for the other. It consists of
three principal buildings, one behind the other, on
the side of the hill; the second being built on a
higher foundation than the first, and the third in ltke
manner higher than the second. At right angles
with the three large temples on cach side are the
dwellings of the priests. The “threc precious Bud-
dhas,” past, present, and future, the deity with nu-
merous arms, and many other images crowd these
temples. In one I observed upwards of a hundred
cushions on which the devotees kneel in front of the
idols, and candles and inceuse were burning in all
directions.

Having seen the principal temples, I was led to
the kitchen and dining-room. When it is remem-
bered that upwards of a hundred priests take their
meals here daily, it may easily be imagined that these
places are worthy of a visit. The dining-room is a
large square building, having a number of tables placed
across it at which the priests eat their frugal meals.
At the time of my visit they had just sat down to
dinner, so that I had an opportunity of secing a
greater number of them together than I had ever
seen before. They appeared a strange and motley
assembly. Most of them had a stupid and unintel-
lectual appearance—these were generally the lower
orders of the priesthood. The abbot and those who
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ranked highest were intelligent and active-looking
men ; but all had a kind of swarthy paleness of coun-
tenance, which was not agreeable to look upon. Many
of them rose as I entered their dining-ball, and po-
litely asked me to sit down and eat rice. I thanked
them, but declined the invitation, and proceeded
with an inspection of the place. In the kitchen the
wonders shown to the visitors are some enormously
large coppers in which the rice is boiled.

I was now taken to the librarv, which contains an
extensive assortment of religious books, carefully
locked up in presses, and apparently seldom perused.
I had heard that in this part of the building there was
a precious relic, nothing less than one of Buddha’s
teeth, and other things, which were sometimes shown

r7 to visitors with a great
/] deal of ceremony. Hav-
ing requested the priest

to show me these, he led

me to a small temple ad-
joining, where he said
they were kept. ¢ Have

you any money in your
pocket?” said he with
great gravity, * for before

the precious box can be
opened I must burn in-

| cense on this altar.” I
gave him a small piece of
money, but told him that
—— as I did not worship
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Buddha I ¢ould not burn incense upon the altar, and
that the money I gave him was a reward for his
civility. *“*Do you not worship Buddha in your
country ?” he asked. I replied that we did not.
“Then whom do you worship I pointed npwards,
and said that we worshipped the great God, who
made the heavens and the earth. ¢Oh, yes,” said
he, “his pame is Ye-su, is it not? They had
known something of the Catholic religion, it ap-
peared, there being in this part of China a number
of converts to that faith. While this conversation
was going on, one of the priests had lighted two
candles, and was burning incense on the altar.
“ Now,” said he, “come and see the precious tooth.”

I stepped up to the altar; and the front of a large
case being removed, the relies were exposed to view,
protected by a grating of iron bars. On a flat bason
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in front lay the so-called tooth, a large whitish sub-
stance about six inches square, and much more like a
stone than a tooth. Behind this was another relic
which appeared to me much more curious than the
first. It appeared to be a small piece of erystal cut
in the form of a little vase, with a curious-looking
substance mside. I was afterwards informed that
this was only a crystal bottle,
with the relic suspended in
some way from its mouth;
but betng inside the bars, 1
could not examine it very
minutely. “Now,” said the
priest, “look from this side,
and tell e what you see in
the vase.” I looked from
| the side indicated, and saw

._ g vchat‘ appeared. very like a
WL_M,JJH‘W! man’s head with the eyes
P staring at me, 1 was in-
formed, however, that this was a something which
had grown on Buddha's forcheads and that, when-
ever the same thing was observed upon the heads of
mortals, it was a sign of their having arrived at a
very high state of perfection, approaching to the gods.
“Now turn to the other corner, and tell me what
colour the relic appears to you.” I did so, and the
substance, whatever it was, presented a reddish hue.
“AL! that is very good,” said the priest, “that is a
aood omen,—for it appears of that colour ouly to the
most favoured persons. It appeurs of different co-




Caav. VIIL RELICR — FAMOUS BPRING. 141

lours to different individuals; but that which you
have seen is the best.”*

The old priest now led me to a different part of
the grounds, to see a famous spring. This was in
one of the most romantic looking dells or ravines that
I had ever beheld. We descended to it by a flight
of stone steps, crossed a bridge which spanned the
ravine, and found cursclves in front of a small temple.
On one side of it the water was gushing down, clear
and cool, from the mountain, mto a small cistern
placed there to receive it; while on the other a
caldron or large kettle was always botling during
the day, in order that tea might readily be made for
visitors. Here a number of pricsts were lounging
about, apparently attached to this temple. They
received me with great kindness, and begged me to
be seated at a table in the porch. Ope of them took
a cup and filled it with water at the spring, and
brought it to me to taste. They all praised its
virtues ; and it certainly was excellent water. I told
them it was the best I had ever tasted, and they
then brought me a cup of tea made with water from
the same spring.

* The grating prevented me from having o closer cxamination of
these curicuitics, and I was obliged to be contented with the iufortuation
I had obtained respecting them frum the priests. Wher I returned to
Foo-chow-foo, however, I requested Mr. Morrison (a wm of the well-
mown Dr. Morrison, cue of the carliest and hest of Chineso seholars) to
gend for his teacher, in order, if possible, to get further information.
This 0ld gentleman was a native of the city of Shacu-hing-foo, & place
famed in China for its literary men. He, too, bad visited the temple
of Eoo-shan, and had seen the precious relics. TUpon questioning him,
he gava us the same acconnt as I had already received from the pricsts.
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After drinking the tea I wandered away along a
paved path that led me round the side of the moun-
tain, amidst vegetation which had been planted and
reared by the hand of nature alone. The Chinese
fir (Pinus sinensis) and a noble species of Abies
were the only trees of any size; but the path was
lined with many beautiful shrubs, among which the
Azalea was most conspicuous. It was spring-time,
and these charming flowers were just bursting into
bloom. I have often seen them highly cultivated in
England, and they certainly produce a most gor-
geous effect 1n our greenhouses and at our flower-
shows; but my taste leads me to admire them more
when growing wild and free on the mountain side,
peeping out from amongst the brushwood, or min-
gling their glowing colours with other flowers and
gaining additional beauty by the contrast.

My progress onwards was at last arrested by a
steep precipice where the walk ended, and on the top
of which a summer-house had been erected. I entered
the house, and sat down upon one of the benches
placed there for visitors. The view which I now
obtained was one of the grandest I had seen for
many a day. Above me, towering in majestic gran-
deur, was the celebrated peak of Koo-shan, 1000 feet
higher than where I stood. Below, I looked down
upon rugged and rocky ravines, in many places
barren, and in others clothed with trees and brush-
wood, but perfectly wild. To afford, as it were, a
striking contrast to this scenery, my eye next rested
on the beaufiful valley of the Min, in which the
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town of Foo-chow-foo stands. The river was wind-
ing through it, and had its surface studded with boats
and junks sailing to and fro, and all engaged in active
business. Its fields were green, and were watered by
numerous canals; while in the background to this
beautiful picture were hills nearly as high as Koo-
shan, from amongst which the river runs, and where
it is lost to the eye.

A sight which is much prized by the Chinese is
the view of the sunrise from the peak of Koo-shan.
Many sleep in the temple, and by torchlight reach
the summit of the mountain in time to see the rising
sun. I can easily imagine what a striking effect
would be produced upon the mind of a Chinaman—
particularly if & native of an inland province—when
he saw for the first time the sun rising apparently out
of the ocean.

Pleased with what I had seen, I lingered for a
long time amongst this beautiful scenery. At last
my servants reminded me that it was time to take
our departure for Foo-chow, so, bidding adieu to the
priests, we descended to the plains. When we
reached the foot of the mountain we found our boat
waiting for us, and with a fair tide we soon sculled
up to the bridge of Foo-chow.

Being engaged to dine with my friend Mr. Comp-
ton, who resided inside the city, and between two
and three miles from the bridge near which I was
staying, L lost no time in securing a sedan-chair,
and hurried to his house. These chairs are the cabs
of Foo-chow : every one who can afford it goes about
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in them, just as we in England do in the hackney
cabs of our large towns.

The gates of the city are always locked soon after
dark, and the keys taken to the house of one of the
high mandarins. When I had been in the city on
former occasions, I had always hurried out before
nightfall, for fear of being locked in, for here the
gates, when once closed, are never opened until
morning, come who may. In other cities of less
note~such, for example, as Shanghae or Ning-po—
a few cash will always get them opened, at least
until a very late hour.

The Chinese, however, have always some way
of evading any very stringent regulation. Here they
had a mode of getting in and out of the city which
was rather amusing, and, strange to say, they were
assisted in it by the officers of Government, and no
doubt the system was well known to the magistrates
of the city.

When dinner was over Mr. Compton and myself
walked leisurely down to the city gate, and found it
closed for the night. The Chinese, seeing what had
happened, good-naturedly pointed to the ramparts on
one side, and informed us that if we went there
we should find a way to get out. Following their
directions we were soon on the ramparts, where a
most curious and amusing scene presented itself. A
ladder was placed at the foot of the wall opposite one
of the embrasures, by which numerous men were
ascending and descending like a hive of bees. One
of the guards was evidently reaping a rich harvest,
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for each man had to pay a few cash for the use of
the ladder. Following in the train of the Chinamen,
I descended the ladder, greatly to the astonishment
of the celestial guardsman, who little expected a
‘ quang-yang”* by this convenient route.

After spending a few days more in Foo-chow, and
procuring some tea-plants from the hills in the vici-
nity, I was anxious to proceed onwards to Ning-po
and Shanghae. There were three routes which
might be taken; one was by sea, another was a land
road which led along the coast by the city of Wan-
chow, and the third was up the river Min fo Kein-
ning-foo and across the Bohea mountains. The latter
was much the longest way, as it leads far to the
westward, in the direetion of the far-famed Woo-e-
shan. For many reasons 1 was most anxious to
reach this place, and so determined on the Min route.

Having finished my business in the distriet, 1 col-
lected my things together, and went down to the mouth
of the Min. lere I engaged a boat and set out on my
journey. A few miles above the town of Foo-chow
the river divides into two streams, onc of which
passes the eity, while the other takes a more southerly
course for some distance; they, however, reunite
about ten miles from the sea. I took the southern
passage, and thus avoided the city of Foo-chow alto-
gether. Both wind and tide being fair, my boat
glided up the river with great rapidity, and the first
night T had the satisfaction of getting as far as the
second bridge, three or four miles above the town.

* The name given to foreigners here,
L
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Here we sculled the boat in-shore, and rested for the
might. On the following morning at daybreak we
got under way again, and proceeded up the river.
Numerous boats accompaniced us, being on their way
for the large towns of Suiy-kow, Yen-ping-foo, and
Kien-ving-foo, all on the banks of the Min. As 1
was dressed in the costume of the country, no one took
the slightest notice of me, and T considered myself
in a fair way to accomplish the object I had ic view.
The boatmen, who had been engaged at the mouth
of the Min, were perfectly ignorant of my intentions.
They now began to inquire how far I intended to go
in their boat, and whether it was my intention to
return with them. I told them I intended to take
their boat as far as Suiy-kow, a town said to be about
240 le from Foo-chow-foo. They held up their
hands in astonishment, and declared it was per-
fectly impossible for their boat to go so far. * Oh,
very well,” I replied; ¢then I shall engage another
boat, and you may return.” Therevpon they held a
consultation amongst themselves for a minute or two,
and at last came to the conclusion that such a thing
reas possible, and agreed to take me to Suiy-kow.
Hitherto we had been passing through what is
commonly called the valley of the Min, It is rich
and fertile to an extraordimary degree. Groves of
lcechee, longan, peach and plum frees, are seen over
all the plain. The sweet-scented Aglaia odorata is
largely cultivated for mixing with and perfuning
tobaceo, and the Chloranthus for scenting the finer
kinds of tea. Bugar-cane and tobaceo are extensively
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grown in all the fields, and, besides the usual quan-
tity of vegetables, 1 observed a large number of
sweet-scented flowers, amongst which the Italian tube-
rose and the jasmine (Jasninwm Sambac) occupied
a prominent place. The latter are sold in the mar-
kets, and cagerly bought by the ladies for the pur-
pose of ornamenting their hair.

When we got 2 few miles above Foo-chow we
scemed to leave the valley, and the scenery began
to change and assume quitc a different aspeet. The
hills in many places were close to the water’s cdwe.
Many of them were rugged and barren, while others
appeared more fertile and were eultivated a consider-
able way up their sides; a third class were richly
clothed with trecs and brushwood. The fruit-trecs
already named were frequently seen growing on
little level spots near villages. The forest-trecs con-
sisted chiefly of the common Chinese pine and Cun-
ninghamia lanceolata,  Altogether the scencry was
most striking in its character, and richly repaid me
for the inconveniences attending the journcy.

A large trade in wood is earried on here—indecd,
it is the principal trade of Foo-chow—and we were
constantly wmeeting large rafts floating down the
stream on their way to the city. I observed small
houses built on some of these rafts for the acconmo-
dation of the persons who had charge of then.. Their
occupation seemed to me a most delightful one, and
as they glided gently down the stream, having on all
sides the most beautiful and romantic sccnery, I
almost envied them their happy lot.

The country on the banks of the Min at this part

. L2
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did not appear to be very thickly populated. I saw
no towns of any size from Foo-chow to Suiy-kow;
even villages and small farm-houses were few and
far between. Whenever I landed—and I did so
every day during the ebb tide—I had a good oppor-
tunity of forming an opinion on the character of the
natives. Most of them seemed miserably poor, but
all were quiet and harmless, and very different from
those at the mouth of the river and on the islands
near the coast. The latter are 2 dangerous set; they
live by robbery and piracy, and often set the Govern-
went itself at defiance.

On the morning of the fourth day we arrived
at Suiv-kow. Travellers bound for the towns north
of this place generally leave the river here, and go on
by chair, as the rapids are numerous, and boats make
slow progress against the stream.

This place is most pleasantly situated on the left
bank of the river. It is but a small town, and I sup-
pose does not contain more than 5000 or 6000 inha-
bitants. A very large number of boats, for the size
of the place, were moored along the banks of the
river. The principal trade of the town seems to be
in furnishing supplies for the boatinen and their pas-
sengers, as they pass on their way either to the
interior or down towards the coast.

My servants were now despatched to engage
another boat, while I took a stroll through the town
and its suburbs. In the course of two hours we met
again at the landing-place, when I found they had
not been sueccessful, and were now most anxious
for e to proceed by chair, which they said was the
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usual way for travellers. As the journey was a long
one, I was afraid I had not brought money cnough
to defray the expenses of travelling in that way, and
was obliged, from prudential motives, to defer this
Interesting journey for a time.

I now considered that the best plan I could adopt,
under the circumstances, was to scnd my servants
onwards by themselves to the fine black-tea country
of Woo-eshan. Were I to take them with me by
sea to Ning-po, and then send them back across the
Bohea mountains, what guarantee had I that they
would go there at all? They would be much wore
likely to provide themselves with plants in a country
nearer home, and return, pretending they had been
in Woo-e. But by sending them up the Min they
were necessarily obliged to pass through the black-tea
country in question on their route, and could have
no inducement to deceive me. If they brought me
any tea-plants at all I should be able to judge, from
various circumstances, whether they were from the
black-tea country.

Having arranged this matter in my own mind, I
gave them a sufficient number of dollars to pay the
expenses of their journey, and to make the purchases
I had directed, besides which I promised them a
liberal reward if they performed their mission to my
satisfaction. I then left them to prosecute their jour-
ney, and returned alone to the mouth of the Min.
Here I found a Portuguese lorcha ready to sail for
Ning-po, in which I took a passage, and reached that
city in twelve days.
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Three wecks afterwards one of my men arrived,
bringing with him a fine collection of young tea-
plants, which were no donbt obtained in the fine
black-tea distriet of Woo-e-shan. It appeared from
his account that he and his companion had fallen out
by the way, and had parted company at Kein-ning-
foo, soon after 1 left them.

Wang had directions to proceed northwards from
Fokien into the district of Hwuy-chow, and to make
a further collection of tea-plants in the green-tea
country. He had been there with me in the previous
autumn. It would of course be much casier for him
to get his collections in the Bohea hills than in Hwuy-
chow; and he would have had no difficulty in telling
me he had been in a country where he had not been,
but I had the following check upon him, whick
proved useful more than onee, and with others besides
Wang :—It may be recollected that, during my visit
to the green-tea country in the autumn before, 1
discovered a beautiful evergreen shrub, the Berberis
Japonica, and that was the only place in which I had
met with it. Wang was therefore told that he must
bring me some plants of this as well as the tea-plants, and
that if he did not do so he would have no claim to the
promised reward. e returned to Ning-po about five
weeks after the other servant, bringing me only a fow
plants and a very long bill. However, hehad really been
in Hwuy-chow, and what he brought me were valuable.

Whilst waiting for these men at Ning-po I deter-
mined to pay a visit to iy old quarters, the temple
of Tein-tung, situated amongst the hills about twenty
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miles from thie town. On my way there I fell in
with an old friend (Mr. Wills, of Shanghac), who
was enjoying a few days’ sport amongst the Tein-tung
hills. During his rambles he had accidentally met
with a band of Chinese sportsmen, and had made an
engagement with them for the following day. Ieladly
agreed to join the party, being most anzious to wit-
ness the manceus ces of the natives in this character.
We started carly the next morning for the ap-
pointed rendezvous, wherc we found the Chinamen,
with their guns and dogs, already waiting for us. The
group was a most striking one, as may casily be ima-
gined. The Icader of the band was one of the best
specimens of a Chinaman I had cver scen.  Ile was
tall, well made, and had a fine high forehead and
open expression of countenance. Here he is, with

Lo ry wc {lar a [ |
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his gun and dogs, taken to the life by the pencil of
Mr. Scarth, a gentleman to whom I am indebted for
several of the sketches in this work.

All the others secmed to look up to Mo-ze, for
that was his name, and were guided entirely by him.
Their guns were all of the same description: thev
were long matchlocks, very slender in their make,
and apparently not very safe when English powder
was used instead of Chinese. All who had guns now
came and begged from me a supply of powder and
shot, which they seemed to think much superior to
their own. They then lighted the cord-matches which
each carried on his arm, called the beaters and dogs
together, and started in pursuit of deer.

It was a lovely spring morning, and spring is really
lovely amongst these northern hills. The dew was on
the grass, the little birds were chanting their morning
song of praise, and the Chinese labourer was already
at work in the fields, Many grass-cutters were work-
ing in the woods or on the borders of the dense un-
cultivated jungle, and to these our companions applied
for information regarding the haunts of the wild deer.
They succeeded at last in obtaining some specific in-
formation, and determined on beating an adjoining
hill covered with coppice and jungle.

Those who had guns were now stationed at different
places on the edge of the wood, and the beaters and
dogs were sent into the jungle. I had never seen
Chinese dogs hunting before, and was highly amused
with their performance. They seem to have little or
no scent, but they have a quick eye and a swift foot,
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and a wounded animal rarely gets away from them.
They are clever beaters, when taught as these doas
were, and at all events make noise enough. They arc
not, however, to be compared for 2 moment with our
English dogs.

In a few minutes after the beating began, a deer
was seen bounding over the brushwood across the side
of the hill.  One of the dogs pursued it, and all eyes
were turned to the place, watching the point where it
was likely to emerge from the coppice. At last it
came within the range of our sportsmen’s guns. Mr.
Wills and a Chinaman both fired at the same instant.
One of the shots broke the animal’s hind leg, and the
dogs soon hunted him down. Coppice after eoppice
was afterwards beat in the same manner with varied
success, and when evening came we had no reason to
be dissatisfied with our day’s sport.

Returning to our boat, weary and ravenously
hungry, we enjoyed our dinner, fought our battles
o’er again, and enjoyed a sound and refreshing sleep.
Next morning I rose early, and walked across the
hills to the ancient temple of Tein-tung, a distance of
five or six miles. When I reached the top of the
first pass, where there is a emall temple and 2 ruined
pagoda, the view was grand indeed. Behind me lay
the wide valley of Ning-po, watered by a network of
rivers and canals, and exceedingly fertile. Before me
lay a quiet and lovely valley, bounded apparently on
all sides by hills. Rice was growing in the valley,
and patches of tea were seen dotted on the lower
sides of the hills; but all above this was in a state of
nature, untouched by the hand of man.
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All around wild flowers grew in great profusion.
The yellow Azalea chinensis seemed to paint the
hill-sides, so large wcre its flowers and vivid the
colours. There was another shrub which is new to
botanists, and scarcely yet known in Europe, called
Amelanchier racemosa, not less beautiful than the
azalea, and rivalling it in its masses of flowers of the
purest snowy white.

As I descended the hill I passed a small and un-
agsuming, terple, erccted, as the tablet states, to the
“honoured gods of the soil.” The accompanying
sketch by Captain Cracroft gives a good idea of it.

Small temples, or “ tablets,” of this deseription are
often met with on the roadsides, particularly in the
vieinity of monastic buildings. Idolatrous as they
are, they show a spirit of thankfulness to the Supreme
Being for the ¢ showers that usher in the spring, and
cheer the thirsty ground.”

It «1sd Alar]
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Having visited many places on my route to the
temple, it was past midday ere I reached its sacred
precinets. The large bronze bell in the belfry was
tolling, and the priests were hurrying to the great
hall, where their devotions were about to commence,
for “it was the hour of prayer.”

The hills in the vicinity of the temple are richly
wooded. Indeed the priests of this sect seem to pre-
serve, in a most scrupulous manner, the trees which
grow in the neighbourhood of their temples, and thus
contribute greatly to the beauty of the scenery. Some
fine trees of Cryplomeria japonica adorn the ap-
proaches to the temple; and the largest specimens of
the Chinese pine (inus sinensis) which 1 have met
with in the counfry stand near it. There are also
some fine bamboo woods here, which deserve more
than a passing glance. The stems of this variety arc
sometimes a foot in circumference, clean, straight,
and from thirty to fifty feet in height. Those rough
branching kinds which 1 have secn in India, and in
other parts of the world, are not to be compared to
the northern Chinese variety. It ought by all means
to be introduced into our Indian possessions in the
Himalayas, where it would be as useful to the natives
as it ig to the Chinese.

The bamboo is one of the most valuable trees in
China, and is used for almost every conceivable pur-
pose. It is employed in making soldicrs’ hats and
shields, umbrellas, soles of shoes, scaffolding poles,
measures, baskets, ropes, paper, pencil-holders, brooms,
sedan-chairs, pipes, flower-stakes and trelhs-work in
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gardens ; pillows are made of the shavings; a kind
of rush cloak for wet weather is made from the leaves,
and is called 2 So-¢, or ““garment of leaves,” On the
water it is used in making sails and covers for boats,
for fishing-rods and fish-baskets, fishing-stakes and
buoys; catamarans are rude boats, or rather floats,
formed of a few logs of bamboo lashed firmly together.
In agriculture the bamboo is used in making aque-
duets for conveying water to the land ; it forms part
of the celebrated water-wheel, as well as of the plough,
the harrow, and other implements of husbandry. Ex-
cellent water-pipes are made of it for conveying
springs from the hills, to supply houses and temples
in the valleys with pure water. Its roots are often
cut into the most grotesque figures, and its stems
finely carved into ornaments for the curious, or into
incense-burners for the temples. The Ning-po furni-
ture, the most beautiful in China, is often inlaid with
figures of people, houses, temples, and pagodas in
bamboo, which form most correct and striking pic-
tures of China and the Chinese. The young shoots
are boiled and eaten, and sweetmeats are also made
of them. A substance found in the joints, called
tabasheer, 1s used in medicine. In the manufacture
of tea it helps to form the rolling-tables, drying-
baskets, and sieves; and last, though not least, the
celebrated chop-sticks—the most important articles in
domestic use—are made of it.

However incredulous the reader may be, I must
still carry him a step further, and tell him that I have
not enumerated one-half of the uses to which the
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bamboo is applicd in China. Indeed it would be
nearly as difficult to say what it is nof used for as
what it is. It is in universal demand, in the houses
and in the fields, on water and on land, in peace and
in war. Through life the Chinaman is almost de-
pendent upon it for his support, nor does it leave
him until it earries him to his last resting-place on the
hill-side, and even then, in company with the eypress,
juniper, and pine, it waves over and marks his tomb.
At the time of the last war, when the Emperor of
China, very considerately no doubt, wanted to eon-
quer the English by withholding the usual supplies
of tea and rhubarb, without which, he supposed, they
could not continue to exist for any length of time, we
might bave returned the compliment, had it been pos-
sible for us to have destroyed all his bamboos. With
all deference to the opinion of his celestial Majesty,
the English might have survived the loss of tea aud
rhubarb, but we cannot conceive the Chinese cxisting
as a nation, or indeed at all, without the bamboo.
When I had reached my old rooms in the priest’s
house, I found two of my Shanghae friends — Mr.
Bowman and Dr. Kirk — domiciled there. The
Doctor had been trying to astonish and instruct the
priests by showing them a siphon, and by emptying
one of their troughs with it; but it is difficult to asto-
nigh a Chinaman, or to convince him that there is
anything he does not understand! The man looked
on in silence for a second or two, and then, with a
trinmphant smile on his countenance, pointed to his
bamboo tubes, which are here used for conveymg
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water to the priests’ houses. * Did not the water
rise perpendicularly in them, and to any height he
pleased ?” It did, but not on the siphon principle,
for the source of the spring which supplied these
pipes was high up on the hill-side.

In a day or two I left the temple, in company with
my two friends, for the lakes of Tung-hoo. Having
engaged boats, we sailed over the lakes and visited
all their shores. When it was known that one of my
companions was a wmedical man, he had many appli-
cations from ‘¢ the sick, the maimed, and the blind,”
who fancied he could heal all manner of diseases.
During an interview which the Doctor had with one
old man, a laughable incident occurred. My friend
supposed, from what the man said, that ke wished to
tender a fee; but upon inquiry it turned out, on the
contrary, that he was trying to make the Doctor
understand that his advice and assistance could only
be taken if they were given gratis !

During the three days we were here I had my
hands full enough in collecting objeets of natural his-
tory. The shores of the lakes were rich in plants,
and richer still in insects. Many of the latter are
perfeetly new to entomologists, but my colleetions are
not yet arranged and examined.

I could have lingered much longer in this part of
the country, but my servants had returned from the
Bohea mountaing, and my holidays, for the present,
had terminated. I therefore returned to Ning-po, and
made preparations for another and perhaps still more
important jourucy.
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CHAPTER IX.

Leave Ning-po for the Behen mountaing — My guidea — A flag and il»
higtory — The Green River again — Hpring scenery on its hanks —
Yen-chow and T'i-yang — A sform in a crech — Doatwomen — A
Chinese Mrs. Caudle and & curfain leeture — Nutarl productiung

~— Funeresl eypress and othet trees — Our boal seized for debt and
1he sail taken away — A Chinese ereditor — Town of Nan-ehio —
Its houses, aardens, and trade — Vale of Nian-the — Pruductions
and fortility — City of Chu-chu-foo — Moselitoen and Moscheto
< toliaceo ® — Arrive at Chane-shan.

[ was not quite satisfied with the result of my journey
up the river Min. Although one of my men had
brought mc a fine collection of tea-plants and seeds
from the celebrated black-tea country, and although
the expedition was planned so that he could searcely
have procured them elsewhere, had he wished to
deceive me, I confess I felt that it would be mueh
more satisfactory if I could visit the district myself.
I did not like the idea of returning to Enrope with-
out being perfectly certain that 1 had introduced the
tea-plant from the best black-tea districts of China
into the Government plautations in the North-western
Provinces of India. There may also have been a
lingering dcsire to cross the Bohea mountains and to
visit the far-famed Woo-e-shan. At all events I
made up wy mind to make another attempt, and deter-
mined to start from Ning-po, where the people are
not so greatly prejudiced against foreiguers as they
are farther to the south, about Foo-chow and Cauton,
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The man who had just returned from that country
expressed his willingness to accompany me, and as
he was well acquainted with the road I could not
have found a better guide. He showed me a small
triangular flag which he had in his possession, and
which he had obtained from a mandarin with whom
he formerly travelled to Peking, and told me that
with this in our hands no one would dare to interfere
with us. I confess I was rather sceptical as to the
power of this flag, but allowed him to have his own
way.

Having hired a hoat, we left Ning-po on the even-
ing of the 15th of May. The tide and wind being
both in our favour, we swept rapidlv up the river,
passing in quick succession the British consulate and
the houses of the mussionaries, which stand on the
river's banks. It was a dull and dreary evenifg,
and the rain began to fall heavily as the darkness
closed in around us. I felt rather low-spirited; I
could not conceal from my mind that the journey
I had undertaken was a long one, and perhaps full of
danger. My road lay through countries almost
unknown, and the guide I had with me was not fully
to be depended upon. But the die was cast, and,
committing ryself to the care of Him who can pre-
serve us alike in all places, I resolved to encounter
the difficulties and dangers of the road with a good
heart.

My servant now presented himself, and reminded
me that it was time to make a change in my “ont-
ward man,” and adopt the costume of the country.
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When this operation was finished I doubt whether
my nearest friends would have known me. Indeed,
when I looked into the glass I scarcely recogmised
myself. “You will do very well,” said niy servant;
“and when we reach the town of Nan-che I shall
buy a summer hat, which will make the dress more
perfect.”

The next morning at daylight we found ourselves
passing a town of considerable size, named Yu-yeou,
which had been visited by our troops during the war.
This is a walled city, The walls and ramparts
enclose a hill of considerable cxtent, on whose sumn-
mit many Buddhist temples have been erected. The
suburbs stretch aloug the banks of the river, aud
form the principal part of the tows. A few miles
beyond this the river beeomes narrow, and seems to
be lost in a network of canals, showing that we were
near its source. Soon after this we arrived at fhe
drawbridge, or inclined plane, which T have voticed
in a former chapter.

A curious circumstance happened whilst we, with
about fifty other boats, were waiting for our turn of
the windlass. Most of these boats had come from
Ning-po with the same tide as oursclves, and were
going to the little town or village of Pak-wan. We
had fo wait about an hour until our turn cawe.
During this time a strong noisy fellow of a hoatman,
evidently a bully, who was astern of us all, began to
get impatient, and came pushing past the other boats,
thinking to get over before his turn came. Amidst
a great deal of clamour and threats he suceeeded in

N
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passing many of the boats ahead of him, and at last
got as far as mine. As we had been waiting for
some time, I did not like the idea of this man
getting past us, but, not wishing to have any dis-
turbanece, I determined not to interfere between him
and my boatmen. My servant, however, who was a
spirited and powerful man, had evidently made up
his mind upon the subject, and was determined that
the fellow should not pass us. When he came up
be began pushing our boat aside as he had done the
others, and in a blustering mamer desired us to
allow him to get on, as he was in a great hurry.
“You caunot pass thix boat,” said one of our crew,
and at the same time pwhed the bow of our boat
against the bank of the canal so as to shut up the
passage. Ol but I will,” rephied hie, and, notwith-
standing the angry remonstrances ol our boat’s crew,
continued pushing us aside, and cndeavouring to get
past. Sing-Hoo, for that was my servant’s name, now
went out, and in an angry manner asked the fellow
what he meant. “ Do yon kuow,” said he, “that
there is a mandarin in this boat ? you had better take
care what you are about.” “I don’t care for man-
darins,” said the man; “I must geton.” “Oh, very
well,” replied Hoo, “we shall see;” and he walked
into the boat. Taking the small triangular flag
already noticed, he walked quietly out and fastened
it to the mast of our boat. ¢ There,” said he to the
other, « will you pass now ?” (Gireatly to my astonish-
ment our blustering friend beeame all at once as
meek as a lamb, stammered out some excuses for his
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conduct, and sat quietly down on the stern of his
boat to wait his turn ltke the rest, while the different
boats’ crews, who had witnessed the eircumstance,
had a good laugh at his expense.

Sing-Hoo now eame to me with a smile on lus
countenance, and said, “You see the effeets which
may be produced by this little flag.” I acknow-
ledged it had astonished me, and asked him to tell
me more about it. He said that some years before
he had been in the service of a mandarin comected
with the imperial family, and had travelled with him
and his family to Shantung and Peking. The flag
now in his possession had been carried by them in all
their travels, and bad always protected them from
insult. On his return to his own province the old
gentleman had made him a present of it—so he told
me—and he had often used it on oceasions like the
present. lle spoke with great pride of serving in the
imperial family; he had seen the old emperor Taou-
kwang, and had worn the yellow livery, which he still
had in his possession.

Two ropes, connected with the windlass, were now
fastened to the stern of our boat, and we¢ were drawn
up the inclined plane, and launched on the higher
canal. A few miles further on we came to another
canal still higher, and were: drawn up and launched
in the same way. The second canal leads to and
terminates at the small town of Pak-wan, which I
have already noticed. Leaving our boat here, we
walked across to the canal which leads to Shaou-
bing-foo and Nechow, where we engaged another

M 2
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boat, and proceeded on our journey. Bat as I came
down this way before, and have fully described the
route in a former chapter, I need not say much
regarding it here,

We arrived at the small town of Nechow on the
following day. Here we took our passage in a large
boat, and proceeded up the Hwuy-chow, or Green
River. I may remnind the reader that this river falls
into the sea a little below Hang-chow-foo. DBeing, as
it were, the highway or chief road from the northern
parts of Fokien, as well as from Kiang-see and
Hwuy-chow, to the large towns of Hang-chow-foo,
Sco-chow-foo, and Shanghae, on the eastern coast,
nearly all the black and green teas of commerce,
which are exported from northern China, come down
this way. As this subject may prove of some inter-
est to the merchant, I shall take a survey of the
whole route in a subscquent chapter.

When we got upon the Green River, having a tair
wind, we sailed rapidly onwards. There were several
passengers on board our boat besides ourselves. They
were all country people from the westward, knew
little of foreigners, and seemed to have no idea that
I was one. My servant, I believe, told themn that
I came from some far distant provinee beyoud the
great wall, and with this information, indefinite as
it was, they seemed to be perfectly satisfied. Besides,
I was now well acquainted with their habits and
manners, I could eat with the chopsticks as well as
any of them, and my dress was, I believe, serupulously
correct, even to the glossy black tail, which had
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been grafted on my own hair, and which hung grace-
fully down nearly to my heels.

I have already described the scenery on this beau-
tiful river as it appeared to me on a former occasion.
It was autumn then, and vegetation was tinged with
many different hues, Now it was spring-time ; the
rains had begun to fall, aud hill and valley were
clothed in the livelicst green,  The hill-streams were
gushing down the ravines, and formmg hundreds of
beautiful waterfalls. This is a striking part of the
country at all times, and it is difficult to say whether
it is most beantiful in autunm or in spring.

On the evening of the third day after leaving
Nechow the old city of Yen-chow-foo came in sight.
The river here flows through a fine and fertile valley,
in which the city is sitnated. ¢ This beautiful vale
abounds with complor and tallow trees.” 8o it is
written in a map which the learned Jesnits made
many years ago; and sach I found to be the case.
A little below the town two rivers unite. One, as
I have already noticed, comes fromm the north-west,
and riges amongst the hills of IIwuy-chow, and it was
this one which I ascended the previous autumn.
The other flows from the south-west, and has its
sources amongst the mountains bordering en Fokien,
and partly amongst some hills north-west of the town
of Chang-shan, where the threc provinces of Che-
kiang, Gnan-hoei, and Kiang-see meet.

My route lay up the latter and largest river. 1
was now about to enter upon new ground which
I had never trodder hefore. Knowing that if I
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accomplished the object I had in view it would be
necessary to travel upwards of 200 miles by land,
and that too over a mountainous country, I had
determined upon taking with me as little luggage of
any kind as possible. My servant, however, had a
strange propeusity of accumulating as we went along.
If we started with ever so little, his portion was sure
to increase to an inconvenient size in a very short
time. As he had relations in Yen-chow-foo, I warned
hiw to leave everything with them, except a few
necessary clothes and a mat to sleep upon. This he
was the more readily inclined to do, as he had been
obliged to dispose of, at a loss, a fine new trunk
which he had bought in Foo-chow, when he started
on his foriner expedition up the river Min. Having
seen him pack up everything, except the indispensable
articles already specified, I sent him on shore to
leave the package at the house of his relation.

We got under way early next morning, and about
midday arrived at a smail town named Ta-yang,
situated on the left bank of the river, near one of the
rapids, which were now becoming frequent on this
part of the river, which is beyond the influence of
the tide. By great exertion we succeeded in getting
our boat up the rapid, and, as the men were very
tired, we decided on remaining at Ta-yang for the
remainder of the day. This gave me an opportunity
of examining at my leisure the natural productions
of this part of the country.

When 1 returned from my rambles, I found that
our boat had been removed from her station abreast
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of the town, and drawn up into a small creek, where
she was made fast for the night. The sky had been
black and threatening for some hours, and there was
now every indication of a severe thunder-storm.
After dark a great number of small boats came into
the creek where we were, in order to be safe from
the flood which the people expected to come down
the river. I shall never forget the confusion and
noise which took place as the last boats came hurry-
ing in. Each person seemed perfeetly indifferent as
to what might befal his ncighbour, provided he was
ouly safe himsclf.  Our boat came in for a share of ill
usage, and got many a bump as the others rushed past.

All the Yen-chow and Nau-che hoats are what
we may call family boats, that is, the captain or pro-
prictor carries his wife and family slong with him,
while the Ilwuy-chow people, who go up the other
branch of this river, leave their familics at home.
The women always take a prominent part in the
management of the boat, seulling and poling as well
as the men. If they cqual their better halves in
these laborious dutivs, they far exceed them when
any disturbance takes place in which the tongue has
to play a leading part. In the ¢vening in question,
as the numerous boats ecame in to anchor in the
creek, they drove each other about in great con-
fusion. The main stream being very rapid, the boats
coming down it shot into the ereek with great velo-
city. The night was very dark, and heavy drops of
rain began to fall. The thunder-storm, which had
been threatening for some time, came gradually up
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against the wind, and now aund then bright flashes of
fire lighted up the creek, and showed us the motley
groups by which we were surrounded. The boatmen
were shouting in angry tones as the different boats
came rndely in contact; children were screaming,
and the shrill voices of the women were heard in all
directions, giving orders to the men and scolding
each other. A person unacquainted with the habits
of these people would have thought that something
very dreadful was about to bappen. I had seen such
scenes too often, however, to fecl any alarm, and,
although the rain came through the roof of my boat
and soaked my bed, I confess I was rather amused
than otherwise.

The Chinese had good reasons for the precautions
they had taken. In two hours the river came down
sweeping everything before¢ it. Had any of our
boats been in the stream they would have been torn
from their anchors and probably dashed to pieces.
Such mountain-floods are not unfrequent on these
rivers, and the boatmen, who know them well, take
great care to be out of the stream before they come
down, particularly if this is likely to happen at night.

We were all safely moored at last, and the conflict
of tongues, as well as of the elements, gradually
ceased. Now and then a remark was made upon
what had taken place, and the good-humoured laugh
which followed showed that the person bore no ill-will
against those with whom he had had a war of words
a few minutes before.

In cur boat the good lady was the only one who
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seemed 1l at ease. Her husband, who had gone on
shore before dark, had not returned, and she was
evidently a little jealous of his proceedings when out
of her sight. The result proved that she had good
reasons for her uncasingss, for when the man re-
turned, about three o'clock in the morning, he was
in a state of intoxication. The good lady—-a Mrs.
Caudle in her way—did not spare him, and at the
same time gave me an opportunity of hearing a
Chinese curtain lecture.  Mrs. Amee was not a whit
behind her great prototype, for she soon put her hus-
band to sleep, and as she talked till a late hour I
followed his exanple.

When T awoke the next moming the storm and
all its effects had passed away. The sun was just
tinging the tops of the hills, and every tree and bush
was glistening with heavy drops of rain and dew.
The river had fallen cousiderably, but the strcam
was still too rapid for our progress upwards, so I had
an ecarly Lreakfast and went on shore.

The low lands through which this river flows were
now much broader—the hills appeared to fall back,
and a beautiful rich valley was disclosed to view.
The soil of this valley is a deep sandy loam, resting
on a bed of gravel. I observed somc patches of the
mulberry and tea plants under cultivation; but the
tallow-tree (Stillingin sehifera) is evidently the staple
production of the district. The number of these
trees cultivated in the province of Chckiang is im-
mense, and shows that the tallow and oil expressed
from their seeds must be considered articles of preat
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importance and value. Groups of pine-trees were
observed scattered over the country. They marked
the last resting-places of the dead, and had a pleasing
and pretty effect. Amongst these pines I frequently
observed the beautiful weeping cypress (Cupressus
Jfunebris) which I had discovered in the green-tea
country the autumn before. It is certainly a hand-
some and striking tree.

The camphor-tree is also common in this valley,
and so is the tung-cau or oil-tree, which I have
already described. Amongst grains, rice is cultivated
in the low lunds, whilst wheat, barley, millet, and
Indian corn are grown on higher elevations, where
the land is comparatively dry.

Alout three o’clock in the afternoon, the stream
having become less rapid, we procceded on our jour-
ney. Between Ta-vang and Nan-che we had many
rapids to pass, but the wind being fair we made good
progress. 'The next day, about two o’clock, we were
within 30 le of Nan-che, and had every prospect of
being able to reach it the same evening. A eircum-
stance happened, however, which detained us by the
way. We had been sailing quickly up the right side
of the river for some time, and, as we had reached a
rapid, it was necessary to cross to the other side to
pass it “close in-shore.” As soon as we got across,
four men, who had been concealed behind a bank,
suddenly jumped up and seized our boat. A noisy
altercation now took place between our erew and the
strangers in a dialect which was perfectly unknown
to me. I called Sing-Hoo, who, Chinaman like, was
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already in the inidst of the fray, and asked him what
was the matter. He told me that the captain of our
boat on a former voyage had bought some rice, for
which he had not paid, and that the creditor and
some of his friends had come with the determination
of getting the moncey, or, if' not, thev intended to
carry off our sail. This was tantamount to stopping
our boat, for we could not stem the eurrent, which
was still very strong, it our sail was taken away
from ns.

When I went out I found two men already on the
roof of the boat, unbending and hauling down the
sail. The old ereditor was standing in the bows,
coolly looking on, and watching the progress of his
men. Our captain had retired to the stern, where
he was quietly simoking his pipe. Ilis wite, however,
was not taking things so tranquilly. She was stamp-
ing about—1I beg her pardon, I cught to say skipping
—with her little feet, in a towering rage, now running
to the creditor, and now to her husbaud. At one
time she tried to coax, at another to storm, but all
was of no availl *“ Pay wme the debt,” said the
obdurate creditor, “ or I muat take the sail.” She
begged him to allow the boat to proceed to Nan—che
and deliver the cargo, when the debt should be paid.
“ Ah,” said he, “I did that once before, and, instead
of paying me, you got a fresh cargo, and ran down
to Hang-chow-foo. No, no, you must pay me here,
and while I have your sail there is no great danger
of your running away.” Threats, promises, and
coaxing were alike useless, the old man was inex-
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orable. The sail was unbent, one of the men got it
on his shoulders, and our visitors walked away.

This was a serious mishap to me, as I could see
no means of getting on to Nan-che. At last Sing-
Hoo proposed to walk to the town, and bring down
a small boat for me and the luggage. This appeared
to be the best plan under the eircumstances, so I
consented, and he took his departure. The people
in the boat did not secem to give themselves much
uneasiness about the business. With the exception
of the captain and his wife, they all lay down in
their berths, and were soon fast asleep.

At daylight on the following morning I was
awakened by a noise in the boat, and on opening
my eyes I observed the captain standing on the
bows and threatening to drown himself in the river,
He was held back by his wife and one of his men,
who were both entreating him to desist from his pur-
pose and to come inside. He struggled with great
violence until he shook them both off, when he com-
meuced deliberately to throw off his clothes, The
others looked on in silence, and as he was still in-
toxicated I fully expected to see him plunge into the
stream. When left to himself, however, ke seemed
to change his mind, and, after locking moodily on
the river for a few seconds, he walked quietly into
the boat, called for his pipe and began to smoke.
Soon afterwards he started for Nan-che to try and
raise some money to satisfy his creditor.

Abont mid-day my servant arrived with a small
boat which he had brought to take me on to Nan-
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che. A dispute now arose between him and the
captain’s wife about four hundred cash-—one shilling
and sixpence—which he had agreed to pay for the
small boat. According to his ideas of justice the
proprietors of the large boat were bound either to
take us on to Nan-che themselves, or to pay for our
conveyance thither.  As they did not do the former,
he determined to deduet the charme for the small
boat from the amount of the bill which was presented
for the food with which they had supplied us on onr
way up. I saw plaivly cnongh we should have a
great disturbance if the moncy was not paid, and
advised him to pay it at once. This, however, he
strongly protested against, and began getting our
luggage out into the small boat. Tu the mean time
the woman declared she would rather go with us than
lose her four hundred cash. As good as her word,
she scrambled into the small boat, and called to one
of her people to hand in her child, a young thing
about a year old. The whole scene, to one not con-
cerned, must have been highly amusing. It would
have been very inconvenient for me to travel with
such baggage, so0, to cut the matter short and stop all
further proceedings, I ordered Sing-Hoo to pay the
money. Our luggage being removed into the small
boat, we shoved her off, and by dint of sculling and
tracking got up to Nan-<he about six o'clock the
salne eveuing.

Nan-che, or, as it is sometimes called in the maps,
Lanchee, is about 120 le westward from Yen-chow-
foo. It is one of the prettiest Chincse towns which
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I have seen, and reminded me of an English place
more than a Chinese one. The houses are generally
two-storied and have a clean and neat appearance.
It is built along the banks of the river, and has a
picturesque hill behind it: an old tower or pagoeda in
rnins heightens the gencral effect of the scene. The
town is about two and a half or three miles round,
and probably containy about 200,000 inhabitants.
The river in front of it is covered with boats, which
are constantly plying berween it and Yen-chow, Hang-
chow, and many other towns buth to the east and west.

Sing-Hoo was anxious to make a great many pur-
chases in this town. Ile told me that cverything
was good which came out of Nau-che, and advised
me to lay in a large stock of provisions for the re-
mainder of our journey by water.  In the mean time
we had engaged another boat to take us to the town
of Chang-shan, a city situated necar the sourec of this
river, or as far up as it is navigable. Dy the time
this business was settled and our purchases on board
it was nearly dark. Having had little to cat during
the day, we were hungry and weary cnough. Our
new boatmen, however, were very kind and attentive
to all our wants, An excellent dinner was soon
ready, consisting of rice, fish, eggs, and vegetables,
added to which we had some of the good things of
Nan-che, such as cakes and wine, which had been
highly recommended by Sing-Iloo.

The next morning I went on shore to see the town,
and also to inspeet some gardens in which plants arc
kept for sale. I had been informed that Nan-che
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boasted of three or four nurseries; and as it is a cen-
tral place, and at a great distance fromm Shanghae,
Ning-po, and the other coast towns, I was not without
hope of finding some new and valuable plants worthy
of being sent to England.

1 passed through some crowded streets of the same
description as those at Shanghae. All Chinese towns
have a striking resemblance to cach other; the shops
are built and arranged in the same way, they contain
the same kinds of articles, and every thing about themn
seems alike. A person, therefore, who has scen one
large Chinese city can form a good idea of all the
rest in the empire.

I found the nursery-gardens in the suburbs of the
town. I examined three of them, but could find
nothing new or worth taking away. They coutained
large quantities of jasmines (Jawmninum Sambac),
clerodendrons, roses, azaleas, camcllias, and nelum-
biums, but nothing that was new to me, or that I had
not found in abundauce nearer the coast. The gar-
dencrs were cxtremely civil, and did not secm to
have the slightest idea that a foreigner stood before
them. The ouly thing which surprised them was
the inforn:ation that their gardens did not contain the
flowers which I wanted. They inquired the nanes
of the plants I was looking for, and I told them that
¥ wanted new ones, such as were not to be found in
the gardens at Soo-chow, Haug-chow, and places
nearer the coast. “Ah” said they, “you cannot
expect to find in Nan-che anything which is not in
Soo-chow.” My visit being fruitless, I returned to
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my boat, when we got under way and proceeded on
our journey.

The vale of Nau-che is even more beautiful than
that in which the city of Yen-chow stands. It is
surrounded by hills, dotted over with elumps of piuc,
eypress, and camphor-trees, traversed by a branching
and winding river, and extremely fertile. The tal-
low-tree is cultivated in great abundance; in many
places, indeed, the lowland is nearly covercd with it.
At the time of my visit its fresh ereen leaves con-
trasted finely with the dark and sombre eypress and
pine. The whole valley scems, as it wore, one vast
and beautiful garden surrounded and apparently
hemmed in by hills; but as we sailed up the river to
the westward the hills gradually opencd and the
valley became much broader. I found afterwards
that it extended from Ta-vang, a little above Yen-
chow-foo, to Chang-shan on the borders of the pro-
vinee of Kiang-see. The distant hills scemed rugged
and barren, and, even with Chinese industry, quite
unfitted for agricultural purposes.

Ninety Ie from Nan-che T arrived at a small place
named Long-yeoun, also on the banks of the river.
Three pretty pagodas were seen here, all placed on
the most picturesque spots that could be found. The
camphor-tree Is very numcrous and attains a large
size. It was the time of the summer harvest when I
was there, and the people were busily employed in
cutting and threshing out their crops of wheat and
barlcy.  Hemp was largely cultivated for making
ropes and other articles much in demand amongst
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the boat-people. I also observed large quantities of
buckwheat, Indian corn, millet, and sov growing in
the fields. A species of berberis, apparently a varicty
of our English one, was cultivated rather extensively,
but for what purpose I could not learn, probably for
medicine or as a dye.

Above Long-yeou the river became in many places
narrow and very rapid. Several old water-wheels
were observed half sanded up and completely wseless.
Trees aud bushes dipped their branches into the
stream, and reminded me of the country rivers in
England. We passed a great number of small vil-
lages, but saw no place of any size or importance
until we reached Chu-chu-fou, a large city 90 le west
from Long-yeou and 180 from Nau-che,

Soon after daylight ou the 1st of June two pa-
godas came in sight, and indicated, as they always
do, our near approach to some important town.
This was Chu-chu-foo, which was then only three or
four miles distant. As we approached nearer to i,
groves of orange-frees became common. The tea-
plant was also extensively eultivated, but the produce
;8 not considered first-rate. Karth-nuts (Arachis
Aypogwa) and soy are plentiful, both of these crops
delighting in a light sandy soil. A great number of
low hills are seen in the midst of the plain. Th
soil of these hills or hillocks s generaily perfectly
barren, and of a brick-red—the colour of the calcae
reous sandstone of the district. The Chinese do not.
make many attempts to cultivate them.

At Chu-chu-foo there is a pretty bridge of boats,

N
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through which we passed. This bridge is taken
away when the river is likely to become much
swollen by heavy rains. Although this city ranks
in the second class, it is not a very important one, af
least in a mercantile point of view. It is not large,
its walls are scarcely more than two miles in cireum-
ference, and there are many large spaces inside on
which there are no buildings. Tolitically it ranks
higher than Nan-che, but it is far from being snch
an important place. We remained here for a few
hours to procure some necessaries, and then proceeded
onwards.

Alout a mile above the city two rivers unite their
waters: one comes from the south-west, and has its
source on the northern side of the Fokien mountains g
the other flows from the west, and rixes a few miles
above Cbang-shan, the town to which 1 was now
bound. We went up the left branch, which was very
narrow, shallow, and oftentimes rapid.

In the evening we stopped with some other boats
like our own near 2 small village, where we proposed
to pass the night. The day had been very warm,
and the moschetoes were now beconing very trouble-
some. The night before this, neither my servant nor
myself had been able to close our cyes, and I now
saw with dread these pests actually swarming around
us, and anticipated another sleepless night. Our
boatmen, who heard us talking about them, asked
Sing-Hoo why be did not go and buy some moscheto
tobacco, which they said might be had in the village,
and which would drive all the moschetoes out of the



Crap. 1X. MOSCHETO TOBACCO. 179

boat. I immediately despatched him to procure some
of this mvaluable substance. In a few minutes he
returned with four long sticks in his hand, not unlike
those commonly used for burning incense in the
temples, only somewhat longer and coarser in appear-
ance. He informed me thev cost only two cash
each—certainly cheap conough if they answered the
purpose.

Two of thesc sticks were now lighted and sus-
pended from the roof of the boat. They had not
been burning five minutes when every moscheto in
the boat sought other quarters. We were quite de-
lighted, and enjoyed a sound aud refreshing sleep, for
which we were most thankful. T had always dreaded
these insects during this journey, as I did not carry
curtains with e on account of their bulk. 1 now
found, however, that there was no need of them
wherever we could procure the moscheto tobaceo.

Various substances are employed by the Chincse
to drive away moschetoes. This which we had just
purchased was made with the sawings of resinous
woods—1 believe procured from juniper-trees—and
wixed with some combustible matter to make it Inrn,
A piece of split bambon, three or four feet in Jength,
is then covered all over with this substance. When
finished it is as thick as a rattan or small cane. The
upper end of the Lamboo has a slit in it for hodking
on to any nail in the wall, or to the roof of a boat.
When once lighted, it goes on burning upwards until
within six inches of the hook, beyond which there 1s
no combustible matter, and it then dics out. A

N2
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somewhat fragrant smell is given out during combus-
tion, which, at a distance, is not disagrecable. Some-
times the sawdust is put up in coils of paper, and is
then burned on the flours of the houses. Various
species of wormwood are likewise employed for the
same purpose. The stems and leaves of these plants
are twisted and dried, and probably dipped in some
preparation to make them burn.

The moscheto has a mortal aversion to all these
substances, and whercever they are burning there the
little tormentors will not come, I procured the sticks
in question, and burnt them daily, after this; and
although the inscets were often swarming when I
entered the boat or an i, the moment fheir  to-
bacco” was lighted they quickly disappeared, and
left me to sit at my ease, or to enjoy a refreshing
sleep. Whoever discovered this precious tobaeco
was a benefactor to his country, and should have been
honoured with the blue button and peacock’s feather
at the least. But I suppose, like all other Chinese
discoveries, it is so old that the name of its original
discoverer cannot now be traced.

We werc now evidently approaching the head of
the Vale of Nan-che, and one of the sources of the
Green River. The hill from which the town of
Chang-shan takes its name was pointed out to me,
and in a short time afterwards the masts of the boats
and the town itself came into view. Ilaving a strong
fair wind, we sailed rapidly over the current, and
were soon moored in safety amongst a great number
of other boats within a short distance of the town.
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The river being no longer navigable, it was neecs-
sary for me to prosecute my journey by land. I
determined therefore to remain at Chang-shan for
the night, in order to make arrangements for the
change of conveyance.
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CHAPTER X.

City of Chang-shan amd its trade—Land journey — My chaii amd
chair-hearers — Tlescription of the road— Traius of tea coulies —
Tivad-ide inns — Boundary of two provinees — Dinner at a Chinese
inn — Value ol the chopsticks — Adventure with two Canton nen
— City of Yuk-shan — Its trade and importance — Quan-sin-foo —
My servant speculates jn grass-cloth — A Chinese test of respeeta-
bility —Dezcription of the country and its productions — Arrive at
the town of Tlokow.

Craxc-suax is a city of the third class, and is said
to be 140 le from Chu-chu-foo. Judging from the
population of other towns m China, I cstimated the
population of this place at from twenty to thirty
thousand. 1t is built at the base of a hill about a
mile from the river, but its suburbs extend down to
the water’s edge. The streets are narrow, and the
shops have a mcan appearance when compared with
those of Ilang-chow-foo or Ning-po. It has no trade
of its own, but, as it is situated on the principal road
which leads from the towns on the coast to the great
black-tea country of Fokien, to the large towns of
Yuk-shan, Quan-sin-foo, Hokow, to the Poyang Lake,
and even to Canton, it is necessarily a place of con-
siderable importance. Hence the fown is full of
hongs, inns, tea-shops, and warehouses for the accom-
modation of travellers, coolies, and merchandise, the
latter being chiefly the black teas of Fokien and
Moning.
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On the morning after our arrival we bade adieu
to our boat and our obliging beatmen, and proceeded
on foot to one of the inusin the city, in order to hire
chairs for the next stage of our journey, We did
not attract the slightest notice as we passed along the
streets, and, as popularity in my present civeumstances
was not desirable, I contess I felt much pleased at
this. When we reached the inn the landlord received
us with great politeness, asked us to be seated, and
brought us rsome tea. In reply to our inguiries
respecting a chair, he said that those he had were
nneovered, and pointed to some of them which were
stan