


6‘ |\ 217 &



VDI RGN
y/
%@MOOKKTAB-OOL-MOOLK

ﬂ) Sir Salar Jung Buhadoor &, C. 8. 1.
(L8

ANEL VRO









TRAVELS

IN

SICILY AND MALTA.

BY F, BRYDONE, F.R.8.

A NEW AND COMPLETE EMTIORN,

ABERDEEN:
PUBLISHED BY GEORGE CLARK AND EON,
IPSWICH :—J. M. BURTON.

Ae—

MDOELYIIE,






ADVERTISEMENT.

Hap there been any book in our lenguage on the subject of {he following letber,
they never should have seenh the light. The suthor wrote them for the smuse-
ment of his (riends, and a1 an assistance to bis memory ; and if it will in any de-
gree apologine for their iiperfections, he can with truth declare that they never
were intended for publication ; nor, indeed, was that idea wuggested to him ti1)
long after they were written. One principal motive, he will own, waz the desire
of giving to the world, and perhaps of izanamitting to posterity, a mopument of
his friendship with the geptleman to whom they arc addressed.

Whaen Mr. Foster's tramalation of Baron Riedesel’s book first appesred, thees
letters were already in the press, and the anthor spprehended an anticipstion of
his subject ; however, on perusal, he had the satisfaciien to And that the two works
d1d not much interfere.

In transeribing them for the press, he found it ¥ both to retronck and
to amplify; by which the ease of ihe epistolary style hai probably suffered, and
tome of the letters have beent extended much beyond sheir originsl length.

He now pretents them to the public with the greatest difidence; hoping that
some allowance witl be made for the very inconvenient clrcumstances, little fa-
vourable to order or precision, in whith many of them were written: but he
would not veoture to remodel them, apprehending that what they might gain in
form and cxpression, they would probably losc in ease and aimplicity, and well
knowing that the original impressions sre mmach better described st the moment
they are felt, than from the moat cxact recollection.,







TRAVELS IN SICILY AND MALTA,

ITALY.~NAPLES.

DEAR BECEFORD, Nuples, May 14.

I REMEMBER to have heard you regret that in sll your pere-
grinations through Europe, you had ever neglected the island
of Bicily, and had spent much of your time in running over the
old beaten track, and in examjning the threadhare subjects of
Italy and France, when probably there were a variety of ob-
jects not less interesting, that still lay buried in oblivion in
that celebrated island. We intend to profit from this hint of
yours, Fullarton has been urging we to it with zll that
ardour which a new prospect of acquiring knowledge ever in-
spires in him; and Glover, your old acquaintance, has pro-
mised to accompany us,

The Italians represent it as impossible, ag there are oo inns
in the igland, and many of the roads are aver dangerous pre-
cipices, or through hogs and forests, infested with the most
resolute and daring banditti in Europe. However, all these
considerations, formidable as they may appear, did rot deter
Mr. Hamilton, his lady, and Lord Fortrose. Tley made this
expedition last summer, and returned so much delighted with
it, that they have apimated us with the strongest desire of
enjoying the same pleasure,

Our first plan was fo go by land to Regium, and from thence
cross over to Messina; but on making exact inquiry with
regard to the state of the country and the method of travel-
ling, we find that the danger from the banditti in Calabria and
Apulia is 8o great, the nccommodation so wretched, and in-
conveniences of every kind so numerous, without any con-
sideration whatever to throw into the opposite scale, that we
soon relinquished that scheme, and in spite of all the terrore
of Scylle and Charybdis, and the more real ferrors of sea~
eickness (the most ?érmidab‘ne monster of the three), we have
determined to go by water; and that no time may be lost, we
have already taken our passage on board an English ship,
which is ready fo sail with the first fair wind,
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Now, ag this liltle expedition has pever been congidered as
any part of the grand tour, and as it will probably present
many olijeets worthy of your attention, not mentioned in any
of vur bovks of travels, I flatter myself that a short account
of these will not be unaceeptable to you, and may in some
degree moke up for your having neglected to visit them. You
may therefure expeet to hear of me from every town where
we atop; aud when T meet with any thing deserving of nofice,
I shall attempé to describe it in as few words as posaible,
We have been waiting with impatience for a fair wind, but at
present there is little prospect of it.  The weather is exceed-
ingly rough, and not & ship has been able to get out of the
harbour for upwards of three weeks past,  This climate is by
10 means what we expeeted to find if; and the serene eky of
Italy, so much boasted of by our travelled gentiemen, does
not attogether deserve the great eelogiume bestowed uvpon it.
1t is now the middle of May, and we have not as vet had any
continuance of what may be called fine weather. It has
indeed been alundantly warm, but seldom a day has passed
without sudden storms of wind and rain, which render walk-
ing out here to 1he full as dangerous to our invalids as if ia in
Epgland.

I am persuaded that our physicians are under some mistake
with regrard to this climate. It is certainly one of the warmest
in [taly; bot it isas cevtainly oue of the most inconsistent,
and, from what we hLave observed, disngrees with the greater
part of our vnletudinariaue, but more parficularly with the
gouty people, who have all found themaelves better st Romas,
which, though much colder in winter, is 1 believe a healihier
ciiinute. Naples, to be sure, s more eligible in summer, as
the air is constuntly refreshed by the sea-hreeze when Rome
is often scorched by the muost insupportable heat. Last sume
mer Fahrenheit's 1hermometer never rose higher at MNaples
thau seventy-six ; at Rome it was eighty-nine. The difference
ie often still more considerable. In winter it is pot less re-
markable. Hereour greatest degree of cold was in the end of
January; the thermometer stood at thirty-six; at Reme it fell
to twenty-seven: so that the distance between the two ex-
1remes of heat and cold last year at Naples was ouly forty
degrees; whereas at Rome it wae no less than rixty-two.
Yet by alt wecounty thejir winter was mnch inore agroeable
and healthy than nurg, for they had clear frosty weather whils
we were deluged with raius, avcompanied with very high
wind. Fle people here assare us that in seme seasons it has
rained every day for six or seven weeks. But the most dis-
agreeable part of the Neapolitan climate is the sirocce or
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south-eart wind, which is very common at this season. It is
infinitely more relaxing, and gives the vapours in a much
higher degree, than the worst of cur rainy Novembers. If
hax now blown for these seven days without intermission, and
has indeed blown away all our gaiety and spirits; and if it
continues much longer, 1 do not know what may bs the con-
pequence. 1t gives a degree of lassitude both to the body and
mind that renders them absolately incapable of performing
their usual funetions. It is not perhaps surprising that it
should produce these effects on a phlegmatic English counsti-
tution, but we have just now an inatance that all the mer-
cury of France must wink under the load of this horrid leaden
atmosphere. A smart Parisian marquis came here about ten
days ago; he was so full of animal spirite that the pecple
thought him mad. e never remained a moment in the same
place, but at their grave conversations used to skip from room
to room with such amazing elasticity that the Italians swore
he had got sprivgs in his shoes. 1 met him this moreving
walking with the step of a philosopher, a smelling-bottle in
his hand, and all his vivacity extinguished. I asked him
what war the matter? “ Ah, my dear wir,” paid he, “] am
ennuied to death. If this execrable wind continues, in two
hours more I shall hang myself I’

The natives themselves do not suffer less than strangers;
and all nature seems to languish during this abominable wind.
A Neapelitan lover avoids his mistress wilh the utmost care
in the time of the sirocco, and the indolence it ingpires is al-
most sufficient to extinguish cvery passion.  All works of
gonius are lajd aside doring its continuance ; and when any
thing very flat or inaipid i# preduced, the strongest phrase of
disapprobation they can bestow in, ¥ Era seritto in tempo del
girocco"—that it was written in the time of the sirocco. 1
shali make no apology for this letter; aud whenever 1 happen
to tire you, he kind enough to remember (pray do) that it is
not me you are te blame, but the sirocco wind. This will put
me mauch at my ease, and will save us a world of time and
apologies.

I have been endeavouring to get aome account of the cayse
of this very singular quality of the siroceo; but the people
here weldom think of accounting fur aoy thing, and T do not
find, notawithatanding its remarkable efeets, that it has ever
yet been an object of inquiry amongst them.

1 have not observed that the sirocco makes any remarkable
change in the barometer. When it first set in, the mercary
fell abont a line and a half, and has continued much about the

435
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game height aver since; but the thermometer was at fortys
three the morning it began, and rose almost immediately to
sixty-five; and for these two daye past it has been been a%
geventy and seventy-one. However, it is certainly not the
wearmth of this wind that renders it so cppressive tc the
epirite; it is rather the want of that genial quality, which ix
80 enlivening, and which ever renders the western breeze so
agreeable: the spring and elasticity of the air seema fo be
lost, and that active principle which animates all nature
appears {0 be dead. This principle we have sometimes sap-
posed to be nothing else than the subtle electric fuid that the
ajr usually containg; and indeed we have found that during
this wind it appears to be almost annihilated, or at least its
activity exceedingly reduced. Yesterday and to-day we
have been attempting to make some electrical experiments,
but I never before found the air so unfavourable for them.

Sea-bathing we have found to be the best antidote against
fhe effects of the siroceo; and this we certainly epjoy in great
perfection, Lord Fortrose, who is the soul of our colony here,
has provided a large commodious hoat for this purpese. We
meet every morning at eight o'clock, and row about half a
mile out to sea, where we strip and plunge into the water;
were it nof for this, we should all have been as bad as the
French marquis. My lord has ten watermen, who are in
renlity a sort of amphibious animals, as they live cne-half of
the pummer in the sea. Three or four of these generally go in
with us, to pick up stragglers, and secure us from all acci-
dents. They dive with ease to the depth of forty, and some-
times of fifty feet, and bring up quantities of excellent shell~
fish, during the summer months ; but so great is their devotion,
that every time they go down they make the gign of the cross,
and mutter an dve Maria, withoutwhich they should certainty
be drowned, and were not a little scandalieed at nus for omit-
ting this ceremony. To accustom us to swimming in all
circumstances, my lord has provided a suit of clothes, which
we wear by turme; and from a very short practice, we have
foond if almost as commodious fo swim with as without them;
we have likewise learned to etrip in the water, and find it no
very difficuit matter: and 1 am fully persnaded, from being
accustomed to this kind of exercise, that in case of shipwreck,
we should have greatly the advantage over those who had
never practised it; for it is by the embarrassment from the
clothes, and the agitation that people are thrown into, from
tinding themselves in a gitustion they had never experienced
before, that so many lives gre lost in the water.

After bathing, we have an English breakfast at his lords
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ship*s, and after breakfast a delightful little eoncert, which
lasts for an hour and a half, Barbella, the sweetest fiddla in
Italy, leads our little band. This party, I think, constifutes
onp principal part of the pleasure we enjoy at Naples. We
have likewise some very agreeable society amongst oureelves,
though we connot beast much of that with the inhabitants.
There are, to he sure, many good people among them ; butin
general, there is so very lititle analvgy betwixt an English
and a Neapolitan mind, that the true social harmony, that
great sweetener of human life, can zeldom be produced. In
lien of this (the exchange, vou will say, is but a bad one), the
country round Naples abounds o much in every thing that ig
curious, both in art and naturo, and affords so ample a field of
speculation for thi naturalist and antiqoary, that a person of
of any curiosity may spend some months here very agreeably,
and not without profit.

Besides the discoveries of Herculancum and Tompeii, which
of themselver afford a great fand of cntertainment, the whele
coast that surrounds this beautiful bay, particelarly that near
Pazzoli, ("ama, Micenum, and DBaia, is covered with innu-
merahle monumenis of Roman magnificence! But, alas! how
are the mighty fallen! Thiz delightful coast, onee the garden
of all Italy, and inhabited only by the rich, the gay, mud
luxurions, iz now abandoned to the poorest and most niser-
able of mortals. Yerhaps there i 1o spot on the globe that
has undergone so thorough a change, or that can exhibit so
atriking a picture of the vanity of Lhuman grandeur. Those
very walls that once lodged a Ctiesar, & Lucollus, in Anthony,
the richest and most voluptuons of mankind, are now ceen-
pied by the very meanest and indigent wretclios on carth, who
are acfually starving for want in those very apartments that
were the seenes of the preatest luxury., There, we are told,
suppers were frequently given that cost £5LU00, and sume
that even amonnted to double that sam.

The luxury, indeed, of Baia was so great, that it became a
proverh, even amongst the luxurious Romans themselves; and
at Rome, we often find them upbraiding with efiminacy
and epicurism those who spent much of their time in this
scene of delights; Clodius throws it in (‘icero’s teeth more
than once; and that orator’s having purchased a villa here,
hurt him not a little in the opinion of the graver and more
nustere part of the senate. The walls of these palacex still
remain, and the poor peasants, in vome places, have builé up
their migerable huts within them ; but at present there is not
one gentleman or man of fashion residing in any part of this
country; the former state of which, compared with the pre-
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gont, certainly makes the most atriking contrast imaginable.
Yesterday we rade over the greater part of it, a-shooting por-
cupines, & new species of diversion, which 1 had never heard
of before. We killed several of these snimals on the Monta
Barbaro, the place that formerly produced the Falernian wine,
hut now & barren waste. 1 don’t know if you sre acquainted
with this kipd of sport. To we, I own, its novelty was it
greatest merit; and I would not at auy time give a day of
pertridge for a month of porcupine shooting. Neither, indeed,
15 the Besh of these animals the moert delicious in the world,
though to-day most of us have dined upon it. It is extremely
huscious, and scon palls upon the appetite.

We are now going to lay in our sea atore, as there is some
probability that we shall sail in a day or two.—Farewell, you
ghall hear from me zgain at Messina, if we sre not swallowed
up by Charybdis.

VOYAGE TO SICILY.

Ou board the Charming Molly, off the
Islond of Capri, May 15.
W inve now begun our expeditionr withevery auspicions omen.
This morning the melancholy girocco left us; and in place
of it we have gotten a fiue brisk tramontane {or north wind),
which in a faw hours blew away all onr vapours, and made us
wonder how much the happinesa of manking depends on a
blast of wind. After eating a hearty divner with mauny of car
friends at Mr. Walter’s, and drinking plentifully of his excel-
tent Burgundy, we fook leave in the highest spirita.  Had the
sirpeco blown as yesterday, we should probably lave been in
tears; and pot one of us would have suspected that we were
crying only because the wind was in the south, We ard not
apt to suppose it; but probably a great part of our pleasures
aud pains depend upon euch frivisl causes, though always as-
cribed to something else; few people being willing to own
themselves like u weathercock, affected by every blast. In-
deed, we should have naturally imputed it o the grief of
parting with that exeellent family whom yon know so well,
which no person couldd ever leave without regret, or see with -
out pleasure; but 1he agreeable prospect of woon mecting
aguin { probably better qualified to amuse and entertain them)
ahsorbed all melancholy thoughts, and even added to that alu-
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crity which fhe delightful tour before ue had already ipspired.
‘We sailed at five; and, after firing our farewell eignals to
our friends on shore (whom we discovered with onr glasses at
some miles’ distance), we soon found ourselves in the middle
of the Bay of Naples, surrcunded by the most beautiful scenery
fu the world. 1t fell calm for an hour, on purpose to give us
time to contemplate all its beaunties.

The bay is of a circular figure, in most places upwards of
twenty miles in diameter; so that, includiog all its breaks and
inequalities, the circumference iz considerably more than sixty
miles. The whole of this epace ie 80 wonderfully diversified
by all the riches both of art and nature, that thereis scarce an
object wanting to render the acene complete; and it is hard
{o say whether the view is more pleasing from the singularity
of many of theee objects, or from the incredibie variety of the
whole. You see an amazing mixture of the ancient and mo-
dern; some rising to fame, and some sinking ty ruin.  Palaces
reared over the tops of other palaces, and ancient megnificence
trampled under foot by modern folly., Mountains and islands
that were celebrated for their fortility changed iuto barren
wastes, and barren wastes into lertile fields and rich vine-
yards. Monntaing sunk inte plaing, and plains swelled into
mountains. Lakes drunk up by voleanoes and extinguished
volcances turned into lakes. 'l'fle earth still emcking tn many
places, and in others throwing out flame. In short, nature
seems to have formed this coast in hur most eapricicus mood,
for every ohject is a fusns wafurer. She never seems to have
gone serionsty to work, but to bave develed ihis spot to the
unlimited indulgence of caprice aud Golic.

The bay is shut out from the Mediterrmean by the islaed of
Capri, ao famouna for the abode of Augnstus, and afterwurds
ro mnfamous for that of Tiberius. A little to the west lie those
of Ischia, Prosida, end Nisida; fhe celebrated promontory of
Micsenm, where Aneas lavded; the classie fields of Baia,
Cuma, and Puxzoli, with all the variety of acenery that furmed
hoth the Tartarus and Elysium of the ancients; the (‘amphi
Thlegrei, or burning plains, where Jupiter overcame the giants;
the Moate Novo, formed of late years by the fire; the Monte
Barbaro; the pickuresque city of Purzzoli, with the Sollaterra
rmoking above it; the Deaubtiinl promontory of Vawsillippe,
exhibiting the finest scevery that can be imagined | the great
and opulent city of Naples, with its three easileq, its havbhour
full of ships from every nation, its paluces, churches, and con-
vents inoumerabie; the rich conulry {rom thenee to Portici,
covered with noble hovses and gardens, and appearing only a
continnation of the city; the palace of the king, with many
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others surrotmding it, all built over the roofs of those of Her«
entaneum, buried near 100 feet by the eruptions of Vesuvius;
the black fields of.lava that have run from that mountain, in-
termixed with gardens, vineyards, and orchards; Vesuvius
itself, in the background of the scene, discharging volames of
fire and emoke, and forming a bread track in the air over our
heads, extending, without being broken or dissipated, to the
utmost verge of the horizon; a variety of heautiful towns and
villages round the bame of the mountain, thoughtless of the
impending roin that daily threatens them. Somo of these are
reared over the very roofs of Pompeii and Stabia, where Pliny
perished ; and with their foundations have pierced through the
sacred abodes of ancient Romans, thousands of whom lie bu~
ried here, the victims of this inexorable mountain. Next fol-
lows the extensive and romantic coast of Castello Mare, Sor+
rentun, and Mola, diversified with every picturesque object
in pature, It was the study of this wild and beautiful coun-
try that formed our greatest landscape painters. This was
the school of Poussinand Salvator Rosa, bot more particalarly
of the last, who compoesed many of his most celebrated pieces
from the bold crapgy rocks that swrrounded this coast; and
no doubt it was from the daily contemplation ef these roman-
tic objects that they stored their minds with the variety of
ideas they have commumicated to the world with such ele-
gance in their works,

Now, should I tell you that this extensive coast, thig pro-
digious variety of mountains, vatleys, promontories, and islends,
covered with an everlasting verdure, and loaded with the
richest fruity, is all the produce of subterraneons fire. 1twould
require, I am afraid, too great a stretch of faith to believe
me; yef the fact is certain, and can only be doubted by those
who have wanted time or curiosity to examine it. It is
strange, you will zay, that nature should makeuse of the same
agent to create as to destroy; and that what has only been
looked upon as the consumer of countries, is in fact the very
power that produces them. Indeed, this part of our earth
seems already to have undergone the rentence pronounced up~-
on the whele of it; but, like the pheenix, has arisen again
from its ownashes, in much greater beanty and splendour than
before it was consumed. The traces of these dreadful con-
flagrations are still conspicuous in every corner; they have
been viclent in their operations, but in the end have proved
satutary in their effects. The fire in many places is nof ex-
tingnished, but Vesuvivs i now the only spot where it rages
with any degree of activity.

Mr. Hamilton, cur minister here, who i® no less distinguish-



BICILY AND MALTA. 15

ed in the learned than in the polite world, has lately examined
it with a traly philosophic eye, and this s the result of all his
observation; however, at present 1 only kit down fo give youn
an account of the prospect of this singular eountry, and not to
write its patoral hisfory, which would lead me iuto a vast
field. I ehall reserve that curious subject till our return,
when I shall have more leisure to make you acquainted with
it. 1 beg, therefore, you would at least suspend your judg-
ﬁlet;‘.i for the present, and do not condemn me before I am
eard,

After confemplating this delightful prospect till sunset, the
wind sprang up agair and we have now almost reached Capri,
thirty miles distant from Naples, We have just spoken with
an Epglish ghip. They tell us that the Marquis of Carmarthen,
Lord Fortrose, and Mr. Hamilton, ohserving the calm, took
a hoat to make us a visit; but unfortunately mistaking their
vessel for ours, we have had the mortification to miss them.

The night is very dark, and Mount Vesuvius is flaming at
a dreadful rate; we can nbserve the red-hot stones thrown to
a vast height in the air, and, after their fall, rolling down the
side of the mountain. Qur ehip is going so smonth, that we
are searce sensible of the motiun; and if this wind continue,
before to-morrow night we shall be in sight of Sicily. Adieu.
The eaptain is making a bowl of grog, and promises ug a
happy voyage.

16¢k.—All wrong; sick to death; execrable sirocco wind
and directly contrary; vile heaving waves. A plague of all
sea voyages ; the anthor was surely right, wlio said that ¢ land
voyages” were much {0 be preferred.

1Tth, in the mormang —LFor these twenty-four hours past we
have been groaning to one agother from our beds ; execrating
the waves, and wishing that we had rather been at the mercy
of all the banditfi or of Calabria. e are now beginning to
change ocur tune, The sirocco is gone, and the wind is con-
siderably fallen: however, we are atill three woful figures.
Onr servants, tuo, are as sick and as helpless as we. The captain
says that Philip, our Sicilian man, was frightened out of his
wits, and has been praying to St. Janarius with all his might.
He now thinke he hus heard him, and imputes the change of
the weather entirely to hia interest with his saint.

1ith, three o'clock —Weather pleasant and favourable. A
fine breeze mince ten; have just come in sight of Strombole.
Our pilot says it is near twenty leaguesoff. We have likewise
a few of the mountains of Calabria, but ata very great die-
tance. Ship steady, and sen-sickness almost gone.

Eleven at night.—The weather is now fine, and we are all
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well, After spying Strombolo, by degrees we came in sight of
the rest of the Lipari islands, and part of the coast of Sicily.
These istands are very picturesque, and several of them still
emit smoke, particalarly Volcano and Volcapello; but nene of
them, for sone ages past, except Strombolo, have made any
eruptions of ire. 'We are just now lying within three milea of
that curious island, and can see it# operations distinetly. 1t
appears to be a veleano of a very different nature from Vesu-
vius, the explosiong of which succeed one snother with rome
degree of regularity, and have no great degree of duration.
Now, I have been observing Strombolo ever pince it fell dark,
with a good deal of pleasure, nt not withont some degree of
perplexity, as I cannot account for its variety. Sometimesits
explosions resemble those of Vesuvics, and the light seems
onFy to be occasioned by the quantity of fiery stones thrown
into the air; and as zoon as these have fallen down, it appears
to be extinguished, till another explusion canses a fresh illu-
mination; this [ have always obaerved to be the case with
YVesuving, exceptwhen the lava hazrisen to the sammit of the
mountain, and continued without variety fo illominate the air
around it. ‘The light from Strombole evidently depends on
gome other cause. Somctimes a clear red flame issues from
the erater of the mountain, and continues to blaze without jn«
terroption for near the space of half an hour. The fire iz of &
different colour from the explosion of stones, and iy evidently
produced from a different cause. It would seem as if some
inflammable gubstuuce were suddenty kindled upin the bowels
of the mumitain. Tt is attended with no noise or explosion
that we are senstble of. ¥t had now f3)len calm, and we shall
probably have an opportunity of examining this volcano more
minutely fo-morrow. Weare told at Naples that it had lately
made & violent erroption, and Lad begun to form & new island
at some little distance from the old; which piece of intelli-
gence was one of oor creat indocements to this expedition.
We thivk we have discovered in this jzland, as we have ob-
served several times the appearance of a small fiame arising
out of the =ea, a little to the south-west of Strombolo, and
suppose it must have issued from this new ieland; bot it ia
possible this light may come from the lower part of the island
of Strombolo itself. We shall see fo-morrow,

13¢5 We are «fill of Strombole, hut unfortunately at pre-
sent It intercopts the view af that spot from whence we ob-
served the tlame to arise, and we cun see no appearance of
uny new jsland, nor indeed of aoy lava that has of late sprung
from the oid cne. We have o distinet view of the erater of
Strombolo, which scems to be different from Vesuviug, and atl
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the old volcanoes that surround Naples. Of these, the eraters
are without exception in the centre, and form the highest part
of the mountain. That of Strombolo ie on its side, and not
within 200 yarde of its summit. ¥rom the crater to the sea,
the ieland iz entirely composed of the same sort of ashes and
borat matter as the conical part of Vesuviug; and the quan-
tity of this matter is perpetually increasing, from the uninter»
rupted discharge from the mountain; for of all the volcanoes
we read of, Strombolo seems to be the only one that burns
without ceasing. Etna and Vesuvius often lie quiet for many
monthe, even years, without the Jeast appearance of fire, but
Strombolo ix ever at work, and for ages past has been looked
upon as the great lighthouse of thesr zeas.

1t is truly wonderful bow such a constant and immense fire
is maintained, for thousands of years, i the midst of the
oeean! That of the other Lipari izlands scems now almost
exfinct, and the force of the whole to he concentered in
Strombelo, which acts as one griat vent to them all. We
still obeerve Voleano and Vulcanello throwing out volumes of
smoke, but during the whole night we could not perceive the
least spark of' fire from either of them.

It is probable that Strombolo, as well as all the rest of
these islands, is originally the work of subterrapeous fire,
The matter of which they are composed in a manser demon-~
strates this; and many of the Sicilian avthors confirm it.
There gre now eleven of them in all, and none of the ancients
mention more than seven. Fazello, one of the hest Sicilian
authore, gives an aceonut of the prodoction of Voleano, now
one of the most considerable of these istands,  ITe saya it hap-
pened in the early time of the vepublic, and is recorded by
Eusebius, Iliny, and others, e addas, tat even in his time,
in the beginning of the eixieenth centary, it still discharged
«uantitien of fire and of pumice-stones; but that in the pre-
ceding cenfury, in the year 1444, on the 5th of February, there
had been & very great eruption of this island, which shook all
Sicily, and alarmed the coast of Italy as far am Naples. He
eays the sea boiled all around the island, and rocks of a vaat
size were discharged from the crater; the fire and smoke in
many places pierced through the waves, and that the naviga-
tion amongst these islands was fotally changed, rocks appear-
ing where it was formerly deep water; and many of the
gtraits and shallows were entirely iilled up. Ile observis,
that Aristotle, in his bouk ou meteora, tukes ontice of a very
early eruption of thia isiand, by which not ouly the coast of
Bicily, but hkewise wmany cities v Haly, were cuvered with
ashes, It has probably been that very eruption which formed
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the island. He deseribea Strombolo to have been, in Liy time,
gretty much the same as at this day, only that it then pro-
uced a great quantity of cotton, which is not now the case.
The greater part of it appears to be barren. On the north
side there are a few vinevards, but they are very meagre;
opposite to these, there is a rock at some distance from land ;
it peems to Le entirely of lava, and is not less than fifty or
sixty feet above the wafer. .

The whole island of Strombolo ja a mountain that rises
suddenly from the sea; it is about ten miles round, and is not
of the exact conical form supposed common to all volcances.
We were determined to have landed on the island, and to have
attempted to examine the voleano; but our Sicilian pilot as-
sures that the crater is not only inacecsible (which indeed I
own it appears to be), but that we shall likewise be obliged
to perform a quaratine of forfy-eight hours at Messina; and
that, besides, we should run a great risk of being attacked by
the natives, who are little better than savages, and always on
the alarm against the Tuerks. Omn weighing these reasons,
and putting the question, it was earried to proceed cn our
voyage.

{ own it is with much regret that 1 leave this curicugisland
withput heing better acquainted with it. T have been looking
with a good glass ull around, Lut can see no marke of the
eruption we heard o mueh of at Naples; indeed, the south
west part, where we saw the appearance of fire, is still hid
from us by the interpoeition of the island, and if there has
been an crupfion, it was cortainly on that side: it is probable
we Bhall never be able to learn whether there has been one or
not, or at least to make ourselves masters of any of the par-
ticulars relating to it for events of that kind do not make
such a poise in this ignorant and indolent country, as the
blowing of an aloe or a gooseberry bush at Christmas doen in
England. Strombolo rises to a great hwight, our pilot eays
higher than Vesuvius; but I think he is mistaken, Both the
captain and he agree, that in clear weather it is discoverable
at the distance of twenty-five leagnes, and that at night its
flames are to bo seen much farther; so that its visible horizon
cannot be lers than 500 miles, which will require a very con-
siderable elevation.

The revenue these isiands bring to the King of Naples is by
no meang inconsiderable. They produce great quantities of
alunr, sulphur, nitre, cinnabar, und most sorts of fruit, par-
ticularly raisius, currants, and figs, in great perfection; some
of their wines are likewise much estecmed, particularly the
Malvasia, well known over Eunrope.
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The island of Lipari, from which all the reat take their
name, is by much the largest as well as the most fertile. By
the description of Aristotle, it appears that it was in his time
what Strombole is in ours, considered by sailors ag a light-
houne, ap its fires were never extinguished. 1t has not suf-
fered from any subterrancous fires for many ages past, though
it every where bears the marks of its former state. Tlis is the
island supposed by Virgil, who is one of our travelling com-
panions, to be the habitation of Aolus, but indeed all of them
were formerly called /Eolian. As they were full of vast ca~
verus, roaring with internal fires, the poets feigned that Aolus
kept the winds prigoners here, and let them out at his plea-
mure. This allegorical fiction is of great use both to Virgil
and Homer, when they want to make a storm, and forms no
inconsiderable part of their machinery. A goddess has mno-
thing to do but take a flight to the Lipari islands, and Afolus
who wae the very pink of courtesy, has alwaye a storm ready
at her command.

Homer, indeed, departing sadly from his nsual diguity, sup-
poses that Adolus kept the winds here, each tied up in their
respective bags; and when any partienlar wind was de-
manded, he made them u present of a baglul of it, to use at
discretion, Some of the ancient historians (Diodorus, 1 think
pays that this fable took its rise from o wise king name
HAolus, who, from observing the smoke of these burning
islands, and other phenomena attending them, had learned to
foretell the weatber; and from thence was said to have the
command of the winda.

The forge of Vulcan, too, has been sapposed by the poets to
be placed in Hiera, one of these islands.= Virgil venda him
here to make the celextial armour for Aineas, aud gives a
noble description of this gloomy habitation, where he found
the Cyclops busy forging a thunder hott for Jupiter, the account
of which is very singular.t ‘This island is now called Vol-

* Amid the Esperian and Sicilian tlend,
All black with smoke, 2 rocky island steod—
The dark Vuleanian land, the region of the god.
Here the grim Cyclops ply in vaults profound,
The huge Folian forge that thunders round :
Th’ eternal envils ring the dungeon o'er;
From side to side the fiery caverns roar—&oc.
'+ Beneath their bands, tremendnous to survey !
Half rough, half formed, the dreadfnl engine lay.
Thres points of rain, three forks of hail conepire,
TFhres armed with wind, and three were barb'd with fira;
The maas they temper'd thick with livid rays,
Fear, wrath, and terror, and the lightning's blaze,—Prr1,
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cano, the eame that is recorded to have been produced by fire
in the time of the Republic. So that Virgil commits here a
very great anachronism, in sending Vulcan to a place which at
that time did pot exist, nor for many ages after. But this
bold poetical license he amply repays us for by the fine des-
cription he gives of it. These islands, he saye, were called
Voleanian as well as Aolian:
Voleani domuy, ot Volcania nomine tellus.

S0 that the change of the name from Hiera to Volcano was e
very natural one. This i the island that Pliny calls Terasia;
and both Strabo and he gave an sccount of ity productions.

19¢h.—Found ourselves within half o mile of the coast of
Sicily, which is low hat finely varicgated. The opposite
coast of Calabria i very ligh, and the mounfoins are covered
with the fineat verdure. It was almost o dead calm, our
ship scarce moving 1elf a mile in an hour, so that we had
time to get a complete view of the famous rock of Seylla, on
the (alabrian side, Cape Pylorus on the Sicilian, and ‘oe cele-
brated Straits of the Faro than ran between them. Whilat we
were some miles distout from the entry of the straits, we
heard the roaring of the corrent, like the noise of some large
impetuons river confined bretween narrow banks.  This in-
ereased in proportion as we sdvanced, till we saw the water
in many places raised to a considerable leight, and forming
large eddies, or whirlpnols, 'The spain cvery other place was
os smooth as glass.  Our old pilot told us that e had often
seen ships caught in these eddies, and whirled about with great
rapidity, without cheying the lLelm in the smallest degree.
When the weather iz calm, there is little dunger ; but when
the waves meet with thia violent torrent, it makes a dreadful
sea. Ile says that there were five ships wrecked in this spot
last winter. Wo observed that the current set exactly for the
rock of Scylla, and would infallibly have carried any thing
thrown into it against that point; so that it was not without
reason the ancients have painted it as an olject of such terror.
1t is about a mile from the entry of the Faro, aud forma a small
promontory, whicll runs a little out to wea, and meets the
whole force of the waters, us they come out of the narrowest
part of the straits. The head of this promontory is the famous
BSeylle. Tt muat be owned that it does not altogether come up
to the formidable description that Homer gives of it the vead-
ing of which (like that of Shakspeare's CHIT) almost makes
one’d head giddy. Neither is the passage so wondrous narrow
and difficuit as he mokes i, Indeed, il is probable that the
breadth of it in ereatly incrcased since lis titme by the violent
impetuosity of the current. .And this viclence, too, muwst have
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alwayn diminished in proportion as the breadth of the channel
increased.

Our pilot says there are many small rocks that show their
heads near the base of the large ones.  These are prohably the
dogs that they described as howling round the monster Scylla.
There are likewise many caverns that add ereatly tu the noise
of the water, and fend still tu increase the horror of the scene.
The rock ignearly 200 feet high. There 12 & kind of castle or
fort built on itz summit, and the town of Scylla or Seiglio,
containing 300 or 400 inlabitants, stands on ity south side,
and givea the title of prince to a Calabrese family.

As the current was directly against us, we were obliged to
lie-to for some houss till it turned. 'The motion of the water
ceased for some time, but in o fow minnfes it turned w the op-
posite direction, though not with such violenee. We lay just
opposite to Cape Pylorus, where the lighiliouse is now buitf.
It is said, to have been thus named by Hapnibal, in recom-
pense to Pelorus his pilot, for having put him to death on this
spot, on a false sagpicion of his wanting to betray him; for
seeing himself lundlocked oun ull sides, he thouglht that there
was no escaping, and that Pelorns had been bribed to deliver
him up; but as svon as he discovered the etruits he repented ot
his rashness, and vome yeurs afterwards evecled u stutue here,
in atonement to thie manes of Pelorus, Pomponivs Mela tells
thig story, from whevee he draws two very wise inferences ;
that Hannibal must have been oxtremely pazsionate, and that
he knew nothing at all of geography. OUthers deny this ap-
thori(tiy, and say it was named Peloras from Uylases’ pilot, who
was drowned near to this pluce; but there can be no sort
of foundution for this conjecture, for Ulysses's whole crew
were druwned ab the same time, and he himwelf was driven
through these straits mounted on the broken mast of his
ship. 1t is,like most disputesamong antiquaries, a matter of
mighty little consequence, and I leave you at full liberty to
choose which of the two accounts you please,

From hence we had an opportunity of observing & pretty
large portion of Calabria, which formerly constituted a con-
widerable part of that celebwrated country known by the name
of Great Greece, and looked upon as oue of the most fertile in
the empire. Theso beautiful hills and mountains are covered
with trees and brushwood to the very sommié, and appear
pretty much in the same state az some of the wilds of Ame-
rica that are just beginning to be cultivated, Some little
apols where the woods ave cleared away, jurt serve to show
the natural fertility of the soil, and what this country might
be brought to, wete industry and population encournged; but
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it sfill renzaing & good deal in the same situation as when the
barbarous nations left it; and I believe it iy hard to say whe-
ther their tyrany or that of Spaiu lias been the most oppressive.
After the invasion of those nations, and during the time of the
dark and barbarous ages, this country (like many others, ) from
the highent state of culture and civilisation, became a wild and
barren wilderness, overgrown with thickets and forests; and
indeed, since the revival of arts and agricalture, parhaps of all
Europe this is the counntry that is profited the Jeast—retaining
siill, both in the wildness of its fields and ferocity of its in-
habitants, more of the Gothic barbarity than is to be met with
anywhere else. Some of these foreats are of a vast extent,and
absolutely impenetrable, and no doubt concenl in their thickets
many valuable monuments of ancient magnificence. OF this,
indeed, we have o very recent proof in the discovery of Pees-
fum, a Grecian city thathad not been heard of for many ages;
till of late some of its lofty temples were seen overthe tops of
the woods, uphraiding mankind for their shameful neglect, and
calting upon them to bring it once more to light. Accordingly,
curiosity, and the hopes of gain, a still more powerful motive,
soon opened a passage, and exposed fo view these valnable
and respectable relics.  But here it would be out of place to
give you an account of them; I shall reserve that till my re~
turn,

As soon as our ship entered the current, we were carried
along with great veloeity towards Messina, which is twelve
miles from the entry of the straits. However, a8 the passage
widene in proportior as you advance, the current of conse-
quence becomes less rapid. At Messina, it ia four miles broad.
At the mouath of the straits, betwixt the promontories of Pelo-
rug in Sicily and the Coda de Volpe (or the Fox's Tail}in
Calabria, it appears scarcely to be a mile. Mosfof the ancient
writers are of opinion that Sieily waa formerly joined to the
continent in this spot, and that the separntion must have heen
made by some violent convulsion of the earth. Ifthisis trae,
which indeed does not appear improhable, it must have hap-
pened far heyond the reach of sll lListoriang, as none of them,
at least that I have seen, pretend anything but conjecture for
the foundation of their opinion. Indeed, ('landian (were credit
tae be given to poets) suys pozitively,

Tricacria quondam Italie pary uwna fuit,
And Virgil, too, in his third Aneid, tells the same story:

Hee loca vi quondam, et vasta comvules roina, &,

. The ftullan shore,
And fair Sicilla's coaat, were one, hefora
An earthgagke cauted the 8aw —Dazpew's Vizau,.
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Fliny, Strabo, Diodorus, and many others, both historians
and philosophers, are of the same sentiments, and pretend that
the strata on the opposite side of the strait perfectly corres-
pond ; like the white rocks near Dover and Boulogne, which
have given rise to an opinion of the same kind. However,
the similarity in that case is much more striking, to the eye at
least, than in this. _ _

The approach to Messina ig the ‘finest that can be imagined;
it is not so grand ae that of Naples, but it is much more beau-
tiful, and the uay exceeds any thing I have ever yet seen,
even in Holland. 1t is built in the form of a crescent, and is
surrounded by a range of maguificent buildipgs, four atoreys
high, and exactly uniform, for the space of an Italian mile,
The sireet betwixt these and the sea is about 100 feet wide,
and forms one of the most delightful walks in the world. It
enjoys the freest air, and commands the most beautiful pros-
pect; it is only exposed to the morning sun, being shaded all
the rest of the day by these buildings. 1t is besides constantly
refreshed by the cooling breeze from the siraifs; for the cur-
rent of the water produces likewise a current in the air, that
renders this one of the coolest habitations in Sicily.

We cast anchor about four this afternoon, near the centre of
this enchanted semicirele, the beavty of which greatly de-
lighted ue; but our pleasure was soon interrupted hy a dis-
covery that the name of one of our servants had been omitted
in our Billa of health, and an assurance from the captain that
if he were discovered, we should certainly be obliged to per-
form a long guarantine. Whilst we were deliberating upon
this weighty matter, we observed a boat with the people of
the health-office approaching vs. We had just time to get him
wrapped up i a hammock, and shut down below the hatches,
with orders not fo stir in case of a search, and not to appear
again ahove deck till he should be called. The poor feliow
was obliged to keep in his hole ill it was dark, as onr consal,
and some people of the health-office, stayed on hoard much
longer than we could have wished; and we are still obliged
to conceal him, for if ie be discovered we shall probably get
into a very bad scrape.  They are particularly atrict here in
this respect, and indeed they have great veason to be 0, since
this beautiful city was almost depopulated by the plague in
the year 1743, when upwards of 70,000 people are said to
have died in it and its distriet in the space of o few moaths,

‘We have now got on shore, aud are lodged in the most
wretched of inng, although said to be a first-rate ope for Sicily;
but we are contented, for surely after bad ship-accommodation
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and sea-sickness, any house will appear a palace, and any bit
of dry land a paradise.

T shall send this off by the post, which goes to-moyrow for
Napleg, and shall continve from duy to day to give yon gome
account of our {ransactions: trifling.as they are, there will
probably be something new, and it will add greatly to the
pleasure of our expedition to think that it has contributed to
your entertainment. Adien. Ever yours, &e.

SICILY . —MESSINA,

Messina, May 20

Tek harbour of Messina i formed by a emall promontory or
neck of land that runs off from the east end of the city, and
separates that beautiful basin, from the rest of the straits.
The shape of this prowmontory 18 that of a reaping-hook, the
curvature of which forms the harhour, wnd secures it from all
winde, From the etrikiug resemblasnce of its form, the Greeks,
who never guve n name that did not either describe the object
or express some of its wost remarkuble properties, called thia
place Zankle, or the sickle, and feigned that the sickie of Sa-
turn fell on this spot and gave it its form. But the Latins,
who were not guite so foud of fable, chauged its nawe to
Messina (from smessis, o harvest), becanse of the great fertility
of its felds. It is corfainly one of the sufest harbours in the
world after ships have got in, but it is likewise one of the
most diflicult of access. The celebrated gulf or whirlpool of
Charybdis lies near fo its eniry, and often occasions such an
intestine and irregular motion in the water, that the helm loses
most of its power, and the ships have great difficulty fo get in,
even with the fuireat wind that can blow. This whirlpool,
I thiak, is probably formed hy the small promontory 1 have
mentioned, whieh, contracting the straite in this spot, must
necesserily inerease the velocity of the carrent; but no doubt
other causes, of which we are ignorant, concur, for this will
by no means acconnt for all the appearances which it has pro-
duced. The great noise occasioned by the tumultuous motion
of the waters in this place, made the ancieuts likenittoa
voracions ses-monpster, perpetually roaring for it prey ; and it
hag been represected by their authors as the most tremeadoos
passage in the world, ~ Aristotle gives a long and formidalle
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description of it in his 125th chapter De ddmirandis, which 1
find trapslated in an old Sicilian Dook I have got here. 1t
beging, ¢ Adee profundum, horidumqgue spectaculum,” &e.;
but it is too long to deseribe. It ie lkewise deseribed by
Homery 17th of the Odyssey; Virgil,t 3d #ncid ; Lucretius,
Ovid, Sallust, Senecn, aw alae by many of the old [falian and
Sicilian poets, who all speak of it in terms of hoerror, and
represent it as an ohject that iuspired terror cven when looked
on at a disfauce, It certainly is not uow ao furmidable, and
very probably the violence of thiz motion, continued for so
many ages, has by degrees worn smooth the rogged rocks and
jutting shelves that may bave intercepted and confined the
watera. The breadth of the Straits, too, in this place, I make
10 doubt, iy cousiderably enlarged. Indeed, from the nature
of things it Toust be g0 ; the perpetnal friction oecasioned by
the current must wear away the baok on each side, and en-
large the bed of the water.

The vessels in this passage were obliged to go as near as

* 1ire Seylla there a scene of horror forms,
And here Charybdis fills the decp with storms ;
When the tide rushes from her rumbling caves,
The rough rock roara, tumultnous hoil the waves—
They toss, they foam, a wild confurion raise,
Like watera bubbling o'er the fiory blazs;
Eternal mista obscure the serial plain,
And high above the rock she spouts the main,
When in her guli: the roshing sca subsides,
She drains the ccean with her refluent tides,
The rock rebellows with a thundering sound ;
Deep, wond'rous deep, below appesrs the ground.—Porr.

+ That realm of old, 2 ruin hnge, was rent
In Jength of ages from the continent.
With force convalsive burst the isle away
Through the dread opening broke the thundering sea,
At once the thandering sea Bicilia tore,
And sunder’d from the fair Hesperian ghore ;
And rtill the neighboeuring coasts and towns dividea
With aeanty channels and contracied tides,
Fieree to the right tremendous Seylla roars,
Charybdis on the left the flood devonrs:
Thrice swallow'd in her womb subsides the sen,
Decp, deep a8 hell, and thrica she spouts away,
¥rom her black bellowing gnlfs dirgorged on high,
Waves after waves that dash against the eky.— Ty,

B
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possible to the coast of Calabria, in order to avoid the suction
occasioned by the whirling of the waters in this vorfex; by
which means, when they came fo the narrowest and most
rapid part of the straits, betwixt Cape Pylorus and Scylla,
they were in great danger of being carried upon that rock.
From whence the proverb still applied to those who in at-
tempting to avoid one evil full into another— :

Incidit in Scyltam, cupiens vitare Charrbdim.

There is a fine fountain of white marble on the quay, repre-
senting Nepture holding Seylla and (harybdis chained under
the emblematical figures of {wo sea-mounsters, as represented
by the poets. )

The little neck of land, forming the harbour of Messing, is
strongly fortified. 7The citadel, which is indeed a very fine
work, is built on that part which connects it with the main-
land. The farthermost point, which runs out to sea, is de-
fended by four small furtz, which command the entry into the
harbour. Betwixt these lie the lazaret, and a lighthouse to
warn sailors of their approuch to Charybdis, as that ather on
Cape Pylorus is intended 1o give them notice of Seylia.

It is probably from these light-houses (by the Greeks called
pharei} that the whole of this celebrated strait hns been deno-
minated the Fure of Messina.

There are a number of gallevs and gallints ju this beautiful
harbour, which still add greatly to its beauty, Three of these
sailed thiz morning, in order to cruise round the island, and
to protect it from the sudden invasions of the barbariana, whe
are often very troublesome on the south coust. These vessels
ma¥e a very picturesrue uppearance as they went ont of the
harbour ; their ours moving all together with the greatest re-
gularity. I think there ava nine or ten men to each oar; and,
mdeed, it appears to be the hardest work you can imagine.
They all rise every stroke of the oar, and when they pull, they
almost throw themeelves on their backs, and seem to exert
their utmost force. 'These wroiches are chained to their cars,
and sleep every night on the bare benches, without anything
to throw over tlem. Yet, what is strange, notwithstanding
all the misery they soffer, I am told there was never known an
instance of any of them putting thenselves to death. The
often, iudeed, confer that favour upon one another, but it is
only in their quarrels, and by no means out of kinduness. Ina
company of Euglish in the sune circumstances, promotion
would probably go on mach faster, as there would be no want
of vacancies, provided only ropes aud knives were to be had.

We intended this morning to have paid our respects to the
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Prince of Villa Franca, the governor, and to have delivered
our letters; but he is gone to his country-house, and as there
are no carriages to be had, we are obliged fo wait his arrival,
in town, which will probably be to-morrow or next day.

‘We are still ander a good deal of uneasiness about our xer-
vant, and are obliged to conceal him carefully from the people
of the health-office, who seem to haunt us, as we have met
them this morniug in all our walks. Were he fo be discovered,
perhapa some of 08 might have the pleasure of making a little
voyage on bourd oue of those galleys for our amusement. In-
deed, the captaiu of the ship, poor fellow, would run the
greafest risk, who is obliged to answer for every person on
board. We shall leave this place as soun as possible; for T
do not believe there is mucl more to be seen about if.

E0Vth, at night—After dinner, our deputy-consul (a Sicilian}
carried us to several couvents, where we were received b
the nuns with great politeness and affability. We convers
with them for some hows through the grate, and found some
of them by no means deficient either in point of knowledge or
aprightliness ; but none of them had sincerity enough (which
we mef with in Portugal more than once) to acknowledge
the uohappinesa of their sitnation. All pretended to be happy
and coptented, and declared they would not change their
prison for the most brilliant situation in life. However, some
of them had a soft melancholy in their countenances, that
gave the lie to their words; and I am persuaded, in a téfe-a-
téte, and on a more intimate acquaintancee, they would have
told & very different story. Several of them are extremely
handsome, but, indeed, T think they alwaya appear so; and f
am very certain, from frequent experience, that there is mo
artificial ormament, or studied embellishient whatever, that
ean produce half so strong an effect, as the modest and simple
attire of a pretty young nun, placed behied o double iron
grate. To see an amiable, unaffizcted, and unadorned person,
that might have been an honour and an ornameut fo society,
make a voluntary resignation of her charms, and give up the
world and its pleasures, for a life of fasting and mortification,
it cannot fuil to muve our pity;

And pity melts the mind to love.

There is another consideration which tends much to increase
these foelings ; that is, our total incapacity ever to alter hLer
gituation. The pleasure of relieving an object i distrese is
the only refuge we have against the pain which the seeing of
that objeet occasions; but here this ik utterly denied us, snd
we feel with sorrow #hat pity i3 all we can hestow.
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From thesa, and the like reflections, a man generally feels
himself in bad spirits after conversivg with amiable puns.
Indeed, it is hardly possible, without a heavy heart, to leave
the grate, that inexorable and impenetrable barrier. At last
we took our leave, expressing our hap£iness in being admitted
80 near them, but at the same time deploring our misery af
geeing them for ever removed at a0 immeasurable a distance
from us. They were much pleased with our visit, and begged
we would repeat it every day during our stay at Messina; but
this might prove dangerous.

On leaving the couvent, we observed a great concourse of
penple on the top of a ligh hill, at some distance from the
city. The consul told us it was the celebration of a great
festival m Liwnour of &t. Franeis, and was worth our going to
sec. Accordingly, we arrived jost as the saint made lus ap-
pearance. He was carried through the crowd with vast cere-
mony, and received the homage of the peeple with a hecoming
dignity; after which he wus again Jodged in hia chupel, where
he performs a number of miracles every day, to all those who
have abundance of money and abundance of faith. His minis-
ters, however, are enly a set of poor greasy capuching, who,
indeed, do not seem to have enriched themselves in his service.
In general, he is but a shablby master, if one may judge by the
tattered clothes of his servants ; and St. Benedict, who does not
pretend to haif his sanctity, beats him all to nothing. The
people continned to dance ia soft Sicilian measures till after
auneet, when they retired. DMany of the country girls are ex-
tremely handsome, and dance with a good grace. The young
fellows were all in their Sunday’s clothes, and made a good
appearance. The assembly room was a fine green plain on
the top of the hill. 1t pleased u= very much, and put ue in
mind of some of Theocritus’s deseriptions of the Sicilian plea-
sures.  But Theocritus, if he could have raised up his head,
would probably hiave been a good deal puzzled what to make
of the shahby figure of St Franeis, marching through amongst
them with soch majesty and solewmity. Another part of the
ceremony, tuo, would have greatly alarmed hini, as indeed it
did us, The whole court before the chureh was surrounded
with a triple row of small iron cannon, aboot six inches long ;
these were churged to the muzzle, and rammed very hard ;
after which they were set close to each other, and a trainlaid,
that completed the communication through the whole nnmber,
which must huve exceeded 2000, Fire was zet fo the train,
and in two or three minutes the whole were digcharged hy a
running fire, the reports following one another so quick, that
it was impossible for the car t¢individualise them. The effect
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was very grand ; but it would have been nothing without the
fine echo from the high mountaing on each side of the straits,
which prolonged the sound for some considerable time after
the firing was finished.

The view from the fop of this hill is beautiful beyond des-~
cription. The straits appear like a vast majestie river flowing
glowly betwixt two ridges of mountaing, and opening by de-
grees from its narrowest point, till it swells to the size of an
ocean ; its banks, at the same time, aderned with rich corn-
ficlde, vineyards, orchards, towns, villapes, and churches,
The proapect is terminated on each side by the tops of high
mountains covered with wood.

We observed in our walks to-day many of the flowers that
are much epfeemed in our gardeus, and others, {oo, that we
are not acquainted with, Larkspur, lus Adouis, Venus's
tooking-glass, hawksweed, and very fine luping, grow wild
over all these mountuing. They have likewise a variety of
flowering shrubs : particularly oue in great plenty, which I do
not recollect ¢ver to have geen before; it bears a beautiful
round fruit of u bright shining veliow. They call it 7 pome
dors, or golden apple.  All the firlds about Messinn are co-
vered with the richest white clover, intermixed with a variety
of arpmatic plants, which porlume the sir, and reuder their
walks exceedivgly delighthi).  But what = rewmarkalble, we
were moxst sensible of this perfinme when walking on the har-
bour, which is at the grvatest disfaoce from these fields, [
mentioned this peeuliarity to a Messioese gentleman, who
tells me, that the salt produced here by the heat of the sun,
emits a grateful odour, something like violets, and it is that
probably which perfumes the sea-shore. On consulting Fuz-
vello Pe rebus Sicufis, 1 find he takes notice of the same sin-
gularity, and likewise ohserves, that the water of the straits
lias a viscous or glutinous quality, which by degrees cements
the sand and gravel together, and at last consvlidates them to
the solidity of rock.

There are fine shady walks on all eides of Messina, some
of these ron along the pea-shore, and are for ever fanned hy
the cooling breeze from the straits.  The honses are large, and
most of the articles of life are cheap and in plenty, particu-
Jarly fisly, which are reckoned better here than any where else
in the Mediterranean. The hire of ludgings is next to no-
thing ; almost one-half of that noble range of buildiugs | have
described being absolutely uninhabited since the desclation of
1743 ; so that the propriefors are glad to get {enants ou any
terms. It now oceurs (v me that from all these considerations,
there is no place I have seen so admirably calculated for the
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residence of that flock of valetudinarians, which every antumn
leave our country with the swallows in search of warm cli-
maten. 1 have been inquiring with regard to their winter
season, and find all agree that in general it is much preferable
to that of Naples. They allow they have sometimes heavy
rain for two or three weeks, but it never lasts longer; and be-
gides, they have always somc fair hours every day, when
people con go out for exercise; for the moment the rain is
over, the walks are dry, the soil being a light gravel.

The advantages of Messina over Naples in other respects, I
think, ere considerable. At Naples there are no walks; and
the truth is, they have no occasion for them, no more indeed
than they have for legs; for vou know as well as I, that walk-
ing there is little leas infamons than stealing ; and any person
that makes use of his limbs is looked upon ag a blackguard,
and deepised by all good company. The rides, too, are all at
a great distance, and vou are obliged to go some miles on
streets and pavemeat before you get into the country ; besides
passing the vile grotto of Yausillippe, where you are in denger
of being blinded and stiffed with duat. Tlere are seldom any
public diversions here ; the attending of which at Naples, and
complying with their bad hours, dors often more than coun-
teract all the benefit obtained from the climate. That detes-
table practice of gaming, tue, is by no means so prevalent
here ; which from the anxiety it occasions to the mind, and
lassitnde to the body, must he death to all hectic people,
wealt breasts, or delicate nerves. T could gay much more on
this snbject, but as [ have many of these circumstanees only
from the report of the iubabitants, it makes me more diffident
than if I had known them from my own experience.

‘We found our banker, Mr. M——, a very scasible man, and
spent gome houvrs with him, beth this morning and evening,
very agreesbly. He hag given us some account of the police
of the country, the most singular, perhaps, of any in the
world ; to such a degree, indeed, that I shall not venture to
tell it to you till T have tulked it over with some other people,
to see if the accounts agree; though, from the character that
gentleman bears, both here and at Naples, he is as good au-
thority ae any in the island.

The Prince of Villa Franca is arrived, go that we shall pro-
bably have our andience to-morrow morning. Adien. We
are just going t0 sup upon steaks mude of the pesce spade, or
sword-fish, which are caught in great plenty in these seas—
The sword of this one is upwards of four feet long, and a for-
midable weapon it is—not unlike a Highland bread-sword.—
This fish, when cut, bears a perfect resemblance to flesh—sp
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much, that none of us doubted it was heef-steaks they were
dreasing for us, and expressed our surprise at finding that dish
in Sieily. Goed night,

SICILIAN BANDITIT—FATA MORGANA.

2]st.—WE are just returned from the prince’s. He received us
with much politencss, but with o goud deal of slate. e of-
fered us the use of his carriages, us there are vone to he hired,
ang in the usnal style desired fo know in what he could be of
service to us. We told him {with an apology for our ahrupt
departore) that we woere obliged tu eet oft to-morrow, and
begged lus protection ou our journey. 1l replied, that he
would give orders for guards to nttend uvs, that should be an-
swerable for every thing; that we need give curaelves no fur-
ther trouble ; that whatever number of mules we had oceasion
for, shoold be ready at the door of the inn, at any houwr we
should think proper to appoint: he added, that we might en-
tively rely on those guards, who were people of the moest de-
termined resolution, as well as the most approved fidelity, and
would not fail to chastize on the spot any person whe should
presume tu impose o us,

Now, who do you think these {rusty guards are compoesed
of # Why, of the mozt daring and most hardened villains,
perhaps, that are to Le met with wpon carth, who, in
any other country, would Liave been broken upon thewheel, or
hung in chaing, but are here publicly protected, and univer-
sally feared and respected. It was this part of the police of
Sicily that I was afraid to give yon an account of: but T have
now conversed with the prince’s people on the subject, and
they have confirmed every circumstance Mr, M. made me ac-
yuainted with.

He told me, that in this east part of the island, called Van
Demoni (from the devils that are supposed to inhahit Mount
fEtna), it has ever been found impracticable to extirpate the
Landitti; there being numberless caverns and subterraneous
passages in that mouutain, where no froops could possibly pur-
sue them: that besides, ag they ure known to be perlectly de-
termined and resolute, never failing to fuke o dreadful revenge
on all who have offended thiem, the Drince of Villa Franca han
embraced it, not coly as the safest, but also ag the wisest and
most politic scheme, to become their declared patron and pro-
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him. The priest agsured him that he had not then so large &
sam, but that if he would return in a faw days, it should be
ready for him. The other replied, that he was afraid to refurn
1o his brother with this answer, ard desired that he would by
21l means keep out of his way, at least till sueh time an hehad
pacified him, otherwise he could not be answerable for the
consequences.  As Lad fortune would have i, the very next
day the priest and the robber met in a very narrow road; the
former fell a-trembling as the latter approached, and at last
dropped on his koees and begged for mercy. The robber as-
tonished at his behavionr, desired to know the cause of it.
The trembling priest answered, * il denaro, il denarn-—the
meney, the momey ; but gend your brother to-morrow, and
you shall bave it.” The haughty robber assured him that he
disdained taking money of a poor priest; adding, that if any
of his brothers had been low enough to make such a demand,
he himself was ready to advance the sum. The priest then
acquainted him with the visit he had received the preceding
night from his brother iy hie order, assuring him, that if ke
had been master of the sum, be should immediately have sup-
plied it. ¢ Well,” rays the rebber, 1 will now convinee you
whether my brother or T are most to he believed ; you shall go
with me to his heuse, which is but a few miles distant.” On
their arrival before the deor, the robber called on his brother,
who, never snspecting the discovery, immedistely came to the
baleony ; bat on perceiving the prest, he hegan to make ex-~
eusen for his conduct. The robber told him there was no ex-
cuge to be made ; that he only desired to know the fact, whe-
ther he had gone to borrow money of that priest in his name
or not? Om his owning he had, the robber with deliberate
coolness lifted his blunderbuss fo his shoulder, and shot him
dead; and, torning to the astonished priest, < You will now
be perswaded,” said le, “ that I had no intention of robbing
you at least.”

You may new judge how happy we must be in the company
of our guards. 1 don't know but this very hero may be one
of them, as we are nasured they are two of the most intrepid
and resclute fellows in the island. T will not closs this letter
till T give you some account of our journey. Tn the mean
time, adien.  We are going to take a touk at the chnrches and
publie buildings : Lut with {hese I shall trouble you very little,

21st, et wight—We have been well entertained, both from
what we have seen and heard. We used to admire the dex-
terity of some of the divers at Naples, when they went to the
depth of forty-eight or fifty fect, and could not conceive how
& man c¢uld remain three minutes under water without draw-
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ing breath; but these are ncthing to the feats of one Colas, a
native of this place, who is said to have lived for several days
in the sea, without coming to land, and from thence got the
gurname of Pesce, or the fish. Some of the Sicilian authors
affirm that he canght tish merely by hie agility in the water;
and the credunlous Kircher asserts that he conld walk across
the gtraits at the hottom of the sea. Be that ag it will, he
was 80 much celebrated for swimming and diving, that one of
their kings {Frederic) came on purpose to see him perform ;
which royal visit proved fatal to poor Desce; for the king, af-
ter admiring his wonderful force and agility, bad the cruelty
to proposehis diviug near the gulf of Cliaryldis; and to tempt
him the more, threw in a large golden cop, which was to he
his prize, should le bring it up. Pesce made two attempts,
and astonished the spectators by the time he remained under
water; but in the third it is thought he was caught by the
whirlpool, as he never appeared more: and his body 18 sald to
have been found some time afterwards near Taurominum
(about thirty miles distant)—if having been observed that
what is swallowed up by Charybdis is carried south by the
current, and thrown out upon that coast. On the contrary,
nothing wrecked here was ever carried through the straits, or
throwu oet on the north side of Sicily, unless we believe what
Homer says of the ship of Ulysses,

We have beeu again to tuke a view of the Siraifs at this
famous whirlpool, aud are more and more convinced that it
must be infinitely diminished ; iudeed, in comparison of what
it was, almost redueed to nothing.  The sea appeared to have
no extraordinary motion there, and ships and boats seemed to
pasgit with case. When we compare this 1fs present state with
the furmiduble description of #o many avcient anthors, poets,
historvians, and philosophers, it appeurs indeed not improbable
that this jeland Lias been torn frow the continent by some vio-
lent convulsion, and that near to thiz spet linge caverns have
been opened, whicel, drinkiug in the waters in one course of
the current, and tirowing thew ont in the other, may perhaps
in some measure aceount fvr the phenonena of Cliarybdis, I
find it deseribed both by Ifowwr aud Viegil, as alternately
swallowing upand tlrowing out every oliject that approached
it Now, is it uotl probable that these caverns in process of

* Dextrum Seylla latus, kevam implacata Charybdis
Olwidet, atque imo barathri ter gurgite vastos
Borbet in abruptum lluctns, rursusgue sub anras
Eriget alternos, et sidera yerberat unda.
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time have been in a great measure filled up by the immense
quantities of rocks, eand, gravel, &c., that were perpetually
carricd in by the forve of the current? 1 own I am not quite
satisfied with this solution, but at present I canmot think of o
better. 'The fact, however, is cortain, that i1 must have been
a dreadful object ¢ven in Virgil’s time, else he never would
bhave made Alneas und his fleet pereeive its effects at w0 great
a distance, and immediately run out to seu to avoid it; nor
would he have made Helenes at such paina fo caution him
against that dangerons gulf, end sdvise him rather to make
the whaole tour of Sivily thaw attempt to pass it.  Todeed, it
is 50 often mentioned both in the vovage of Aineas and Ulysses,
and always 1 such frightful terms, that we cannot doubt of its
bhaving hetn a very tervible object.s

After seeing the eautiftl harbour of Messina, we have
found nothing mmicl woerthy of notive in the city, Some of
the churches are handsonie, aud fhere are a few {olerable
paintings.  One ceremony, from the sceount they give of if,
I ehould Jilee moneh to have seen—the celebration of the feast of
the Vara, 1t appears, indeed, to Yo a very singular exhilition,
untt I s heartily sorry it does not happen at this season. In
order to the more diguificd appearance of the Viegin Mary on
this peeasion, they Lave invented a very curious machine,
which 1 am told represeuts beaven, or ot least a part of it
Ftin of a huee size, and moves theooeh the street with vast
peary sud covemony. In the coutre ia the principal figure,
which represents the Virging and a little higher, there are

[Far on the right her dogs fonl Seylla hides;

Cha th diz mrring on tha left presidor,

Anid in her grecdy whiripnol kncks the tides;

The: speaits ghewm from below s with fary d:n’en,

The waves mount up, and w sh the fuce ol heaven.
Davprn.]

* Senvea gives this aceount of it in a Jetter to Lueillus :— Seyl.
Inm saxum esce, et guidem terribile navigastibus optime eeio;
Charybdis an respoudest fabulis perseribi mihi deridero, fac nos
certiores, ntrum ao tanbinn vento scatnur in vortices, an omniy
tempestan, ae puare jad cruntm'qu-.-.nt, et an verum sis gnidgaid ille
freti turbine abreptnm et ' ke

And the foflowing f- a translation from Siraho @ —* Ante urbem
Paululum in trajoetu Charyhldis estenditur: profundum ¢uidem
jmmensum @ gun dnundationes freti: mirem in mednm navieia
detrahunt : wagnes per viremmductiones, ot vortices precipitaia,
uuibus abeoryiie, ac di-solatis: nanfragiornm fragmenta ad Tau-
romitawne: ltus ativahuatiurn,™ &
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three others to denote the Trinity., Round these there are a
number of wheels, sald to be of a very curious corstruction.
Every wheel contains a legion of angels, according to their
diflercut degrees of preccdence —seraphim, cherebim, and
powerd, These are represented by a great number of beautiful
litlle children, all glittering in clothes of gold and silver tissue,
with wings of painted feathera fixed to their shoulders, When
the machive ig set in motion, all these whecls move round, and
the different choirs of angels continue in a constant flutter,
sitrging hallelojubs ronnd the 'Frinity and the Virgin during
the whole of the procession, snd are said to make a most
beautiful appearcnee, 'This ig all I could learn of this singular
show, ueither were we adinitted to see the machine ; conscicus,
T suppase, of the ridicule of whicll it is susceptible, they did
ot chuos: fo unveil #oossered an objeet to the eyes of heretics,
This dsland bos ever Bien famous for the eelebration of its
feasts, oven in :I‘m,;t ot as will as modern times,  They spare
L0 CXPeTSe ; asud g they Jmve a large share both of supersti-
tio nnd dnveution, t‘nv_‘, never fuil to prodace semething either
very five gr very sidiealoss, The feast of St Rosolia at Pa-
Loriee §s =nidd to be the fiiezt cliow i Lurepe, and costs that
city every year o large =um.  They assure ns there ia more
tezte and magnificence displayed in it, than in any thing of the
kind in Tt T\'; ¢l advizse ws by all meaus to attend it, as it
Lappone some time wear the widdle of seowwer, when we shall
'\mlml l5 1 that end of the islnnd.
By W shall now take leave of Messina: T did
sonmel off it. But it would not be fair
it at least putting you iv mind of the great
o :r\'cr Leen Leld su by the rest of Sieily, for
it gave tu {'vant Rugiere, in freeiug the island
of the Saracens: fn censideration of which,
groat privi ¢ owere grauled it Ty the soceeeding kiugs
songe of which ave wnid still to remain, Tt was here that the
Teddy aud this city, by the policy of some of its
1.-1, way the first conquest they made; after
forfuus avny were soon extonded over the
wnd p il period put to the Saracen tyranny.
_-;:rl t; at of government at Palermo, and
tom e the ishand upon z solid basis, of
A fhe fl'r-.,l ‘u sy #dl remains to this day.
_-lqh.. o i oe parts ) one ke gave to
3 ot u‘.,w, aud a third he reserved for
ee branrhes Le composed his parliament,
1 P skeleton only now cxiste;
Alnerves, und animal s-:]xiri!ﬁ;

ki

0wy i -L
'“ Tvi by t‘;
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and for many agea past has been reduced fo a perfect caput
moréuum. 'The superstitious tyranny of Spain has not only
destroyed the national spirit of its own inhabitants, but like-
wise that of every other couniry which has fallen under its
power. Adien. Kver yonrs.

F.8.—Apropos! There is one thing I had almost forgot, and
I never should have forgiven mysell. Do you know the most
extraordinary plienomenon in the world is often observed near
to this place? I laughed at it at fest, as you will do, bat I
am now convinced of its reality; aud I am persuaded, too,
that if ever it had been thorcughly emminedp by a pliloso-
phical eye, the natural cause must long ago have beenr
assigned.

It has often been remarked, both by the ancients and
moderns, that in the heat of summer, after the sea and air
have been much agitated by ihe winds, and a perfect calm
succeeds, there appeurs, abont {he time of dawn, in that part
of the heaven over the sfraits, a great variety of singular
forms, some at reat, and some moving about with great
velocity. These forms, in proportion as the light ineresses,
aeemu to become move acrinl, titl at last, some time before
sunrise, they entirely disappear.

The Siciliang represent this as the most beautifnl sight in
nature; Leunti, vne of their latest and best writers, came
here on purpose to sce it. He says the heavens appeared
ecrowded with a variefy of oljects: he wentions palaces,
woods, pardens, &c., besides the figores of men and other
animals that appear it motion amongst them, No doubt, the
imagination must be greatly siding in forming this adrial
creation; but as so many of their authurs, both ancient aud
modern, agree in the fact, and give au aceount of it from their
own ohservation, there certuinly must be some foundatiou for
the story. There is oue Giardini, a Jesuit, who Lus latcly
written a treatise on ihis phenomency, but 1 have not been
able to find it: the celebrated Messinese Gallo has likewise
published something on this intercsting sulject; if T can pro-
cure either of them in the island, you shall have a more perfeet
account of it. 'flie common people, according to eustom,
give the whole merit to the devil; sud indeed it is by mueh
the shortest nnd easiest way of aceounting for it Those
who prefend to he plilusophers, and refuse Lim this henour,
are greatly puzzled what to mwake of it They think it may
be owing {0 some wncommon refraction or reflection of the
rays, from the water of the sfraite, which, as it is ut that
time carricd about in a variety of cddies and vortices, must
consequently, say they, make a variefy of appearances on any
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medium where it ig reflected. This, I think, is nonsense, or at
least very near it; and till they can say no more to the pur-
pose, I think they had much better have left it in the hands of
the old gentleman. 1 euspect it iz something of the wature of
our aurcra horealis, and like many of the great phenomena of
nature, depends npon electrical causes; which, in future ages,
I have little doubt, will be found to be aws powerful an agent
in regulating the universe, o2 gravity is 111 thiz age, or as the
subtle fluid was in the last.

The electrical fluid, in this country of volcanoes, is probably
produced in a much greater quartity than in any other. The
air, atrongly impregnated with this matter, and confined be-
twixt two ridges of mountains-—at the eame time exceedingly
agitated from below by the violence of the current, and the
impetuous whirling of the watcrs—may it not be pupposed
to produce a variety of appearances? And may not the
lively Sicilian imaginations, anitated by a beiief in demons,
and all the wild offapring of superaiition, give these appear-
ances ad great a variety of forms? Remember, T do not say
it is #o; and hope yet to have it in my power to give you a
& better account of thismatter. Tiowever, if you should sup-
pose me in this story, or in any futore one T may tell you, to
be inclined to the fabulous, vou will be pleased to remember
that T am now in the country of fable; this island having
given rise to more, perhaps, except Greece, than all the world
beside. You have, therefure, ouly to suppose that these
regions are still contagious; and eall to mind that Mount
Hitna has ever been the great mwother of monsters and
chimeras, both in the ancient and modern world.  However,
1 shall, if possilble, keep free of the infection, and enterfain
yon coly with such subjecis as fall under my own observation.
But, indeed, from what I have already lieard of that wonder-
ful mountain, the most moderate account of if would appear
highly fabulous to all such as are unacquainted with objects
of this kind. Adieu. We think of setting off tu-morrow by
daybreak. I am sorry it has not been a storm, that we might
have had a chance of seeing Panrdemonivm reared over our
heads, ard all the devils at work around if.

1 shall leave this to be sent by the tirst post, and shall write
you again {from Catania, if we csceape unburt from all the
perils of Hina. Adieu.
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RUINS OF TAUROMINUM.

Ginrding, near Taurominom, May 22,

WE have had a delightful jeurney, and if all Sicily be but as
agreeable, we shall not repeut of cur expedition. We left
Messina early this morpiag, with six males for curselves and
servants, and two fur our baggage. This train, I assure you,
makes no contemptible appearance ; particolarly when you
call to mind our front and rear guard, by far the most conspi-
cugus part of it. These are two great drawcansir figures,
armed cap-d-pie, with a broad hanger, two enormous pistols,
and a long aruebuss: this they kept cocked and ready for
action in all suspicious places; where they recounted abun-
dance of wouderful stories of robberies and murders, some of
them with such very minute circumstances, that I am fully
persnaded they themselves were the principal actors. How-
ever, I look upon oar situution as perfectly secura; they pay
us great respeet, and take the utmost pains that we shall not
be imposed upon. Indeed, I think they impose npon every
bedy except us; for they tax the bills aceording to their plea-
sure; and such cheap ones I never paid before. To day's
dinner for eleven meu, {our three muleteers incladed), and
feeding for ten mules aund horses, did not amount o half-a-
guinea; and although we pay them high (an ounce a-day
each), yet I am pergnuded they save us at least one half of 1t
cn our bills. They entertained us with some of their feats, and
make no scruple of owuing their baving put several people to
death; bot add, ** Mas tutri, uttd honorabilmente”—that is to
ezy, they did not do it In a dastardly manner, nor without just
provecation.

The sea-coast of Sicily 9 very rich; the sides of some of the
mountains are highly cultivated, and’ present the most agree-
ahle aspect that can be mmg\.ued——(:ﬂrn wine, oil, and silk, all
mixed together, and in the greatest dbundunce Howewer,
the coltivated part is but small in proportion to what is lying
waste, and ouoly serves to show the great fertility of this
island were it peepled and m industrious hands.  'The sides of
the road are covered with a variety of flowers and of flowering
shrube, some of thens exceedingly beautiful. The encloaures
are many of them fenced with hedges ¢f the Indian fip or
prickly pear, as in Spain and Portugal; and vur guides assure
us, that in many of the parched ravioed round Afna, there are
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plenty of trees which produce both cinnamon and pepper ; not
eo strong, they allow, as those of the spice islande, but which
are soid to the merchunts at a low price, by a set of banditti
who dress themselves like hermits. These spices are mixed
with the true pepper and cinoamon from the Indies, and sent
over all Europe,

The road from Messina to this place is extremely romantic.
1t lies the whole way along the coast, and commanda the view
of Calabria, and the south part of the straits, covered with
chebees, gulleys, galliots, and a quanty of Hshing-boats. The
view on the right hand is confined by high mountains, on the
very semmits of which they have built several considerable
towns and villages, which, with their churches and steeples,
make o very picturesque appearance. They have chogen this
elevated situation, T suppose, with a donble view—ito protect
thent both from their eneniics, and from the viclent Lheat of the
climate.  Flin furenoon we found it excessive, but had the
finest ewimming in the world before dinner, which kept us
cocl aud fresh fur all the rest of the day. We have besides
provided vursclves with umbrellag, without which, at this
seasan, travelling would be impracticable.

wetwixt this place and Messina, a little to the right, lie the
mountaing Fwmerly called the Nebrodea; and likewise the
monntain of Neptene, which is reckoned "the highest of that
chain, It is celebruted for o gulf or crater on its eummit,
from whenee, at particular times, there isaues an excendlng
cold wind, with such viclence that it is difficult to approach
it. T was porry to pasy this singular mountain, but it would
Iave deluyed us a day or two to visit it, and we are hastening
with impafienee tv a much greater object : it is now named 7
fepande Svaderio, and is said to be so hiph that the Adriatic ean
be seen frums its yummit,  From the description they give of it,
it appears evidently to be an old voleano, The Nisso takes
its rize from thisx mountain—a river renowued in antiquity for
the pold found in ita chaunel, for which reason it was by the
Greeks called Chrysothoas,  If is said that the remains of the
ancient gold mines are still to be seen near the source of thix
river; hut the modern masters of Sicily have never been en-
terprising enough to explore them. 1t was on this charming
coast where the flocks of Apollo were kept by his daughters,
Phiethuga wnd lLumpetic; the seiziug of which, by Ulysses
companions, proved the eause of their deaths, and of all his
subsequent misfortunes.  The mountain of Tauromina is very
high and steep, and the road op to it is exceedingly rugged.

This once fumouns city is now reduced fo an insignificant
borough ; yet even these small remains give a high idea of its
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former magnificence. The theatre, I think, in accounted the
largest in the world. It appears to me greatly superior to
that of Adrian’e ville near Rome. It is entire encugh to give
n very tolerable idea of the Roman theatre, and indeed as-
tonishes by its vasiness; nor can I perceive how any voice
would extend through the prodigious number of people it must
have contained. I paced about one quarter of it, over the
boxes that were intended for the women, which isnct near the
outward circle of all; the rest is so broken ihat I could getno
farther. 1t measured about 120 ordinary steps, so that you
may conceive the greatness of the whole. 'I'he seats front
Mount Ktna, which makes a glorious appearance from this
place, and no doubt has often diverted their attention from the
scene. It arises from an immense base, and mounts equally
on all sides to its pummit. If is just now throwing out vo-
lumes of white smoke, which do not rise in the air, but seem
to roll down the side of the mountain Jike a vast forrent, The
ascent of AEtna ou each side is computed at about 30 miles,
and the circumference of its base at 150, 1 think it does not
appear to be 7o much ; but I shall probably be epabled fo give
jou a fuller account of it afterwards.

After admiriog the greut theatre of Taurominum, we went
to examine the Naumachia, and the reservoira fur supplying it
with water. About 150 paces of one side of the wall of the
Naumachia remains ; hut as this is not complete, there is no
judging of its origival dimensious. This is supposed fo have

een & large equare, enclosed with gtrong walls, and capable
of being filed with water on vecasion, intended for the ex-
hibition of sea-fighits and all naval exercises. There were four
reservoirs for supplying this with water. All are upon the
same grand scale. Une of these iz almost entire; if is sup-
ported by a preat number of stroug pillars in the same manper
as those of Titus’s baths at Home, and several others you may
have seen in Italy. I svould dwell longer on objects of thie
kind, but I amw persuaded descriptions cau give but a very im-
perfect idea of them ; and to mark out the precise dimeunsions
with a mathematical exactness, where there is nothing very
remarkable, must surely be but a dry work, both fo the writer
and reader. T shall therefore confent mys=elf (I hope it will
content you too) with endeavouring to communicate, as entire
ar possible, the same impression I myself shall receive, without
descending too much 1o particulars, or fatiguing nyyself or you
with the mensuration of antique walls, mercely beeause they
are such,except where there is indecd something both etriking
and different from what haa already been described in Jtaly.

I own I despair of success ; few tnings I believe in writing
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being more difficult than thus s'emparer de Pimagination—to
seize, to make oureelves masters of the reader’s imagination,
to carry it along with us through every scene, and malce it in
& manner congenial with aur own—every prospect opening
upor him with the same light, and arisiog in the same colours,
and at the same instant, foo, as upon us; for where descrip-
tions fail in this, the pleasure of reading them: must be very
trivial. Now, perhape, this same journal style is the most fu-
vourable of any to produce these effeets. It is at least the
mosat agreeable fo the writer, who never has his subject to
aeek, but needs only recollect what has passed since he has
laid down the pen, and travel the day over agnin; and if he
travels it to good purpose, it ought to be equally agreeable to
the reader, too, who therghy bocomes one of the party, and
bears a share in all the pleasures of the joumey, without enf-
fering from the fatignes of it.

One of my great difficulties, T sce, will be the finding proper
placea to write in, for the inns are altogether execrable, and
there ia no euch thing as getting & room to one’s self. T am
just now writing on the end of a barrel, which I chose rather
than the fable, as it is farther removed from noire. 1 must
therefore entreat you, once for all, fo excuse incorrectness and
want of method. How can one be methodical upon a barrel ?
It has ever been the most declared enemy to method. You
might as well expect a sermon from Bacchus, or a coherent
speech from our friend Lord aftey Le has finished the third
bottle. You will be pleased, then, just to take things as they
oceur. ‘Were I obliged tobe strictly methodical, I should bave
no pleasure in writing you these letters; and then, if my post-
tion is just, you could have 1o pleasure in reading them.

Qur guards have procured us beds, {hough uet in the town
of Tuareminum, but in Giardini, a village at the foot of the
mountain on which jf etands, The people ate cxtremely
attentive, and have procured us an excellent supper and
good wine, which now waits——but shall wait no longer.
Adieu. To-morrow we intend to c¢limb Mount Hina on this
(its east) side, if we find it practicable, Ever yours.
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ASCENT OF MOUNT /ETNA.

Catania, May 24.

I am already almost two days in arrears. Yes.erday we
were 8¢ wuch fatigued with the abominable roads of Mount
MEtna, that I was not able to wield a pen; and to-day, I
agsure you, has by no means been a day of rest: however, I
prust not delay any longer, otherwise I shall never be able to
make up my lee way. I am afraid you will suffer more from
the fatigues of the journcy than 1 at firet apprebended.

We left Giardini at five o'clock.  About half a mile farther
the firet region of AMounf Atoa beging, and here they have set
up the statue of a saint, for having prevented the lava from
runnuing up the mountain of Taurominum, and destroying the
adjacent country; which the people think it cerfainly muat
have done, had 1t not been for this kind interposition ; but he
very wisely, as well as hwmanely, conducted it down the
valley to the sea.

We left the Cntapia rosd on the left, and began to uscend
the mountain in order fo visit the celebrated tree, known by
the name of |/ Castayno de Cento Cavalli (the chestnut tree of
a hundred horse), which, for some centuries past, has been
looked upon as one of the greatest wonders of Atna. 'We had
likewise proposed, if possible, to gain the summit of the moun-
tain by tgis side, and to descend by the side of Catania; but
we were soon convinced of the impossibility of this, and
obliged, with a good deal of reluctance, to reliniyuish this part
of our scheme.

Ar we advanced in the first region of Atna, we obeerved
that there had been eruptions of fire alt over this country at a
great distance from the summit, or principal crater of the
mountain, On our road to the village of Piedmonte, I took
notice of several very ccnsiderable craters, and stones of a
large size scattered all around, that had been discharged from
them. These stones ara precisely such as are throwe out of
the crater of Mount Vesuvius; and indeed the lava, too,
seems to he of the same nature, though rather more porous.

The distance from Giardini to l'iedmonte is only ten miles ;
but as the road is exceedingly rough and diffcult, we took
near four hours o travel it. The barometer, whieh at Giardini
(on the sea-side) stood at 29 inclies 14) lives, had now fallen
to 27 inches 3 lines. Fahrenheit's thermometer {made by Mr.
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Adams in London) stood at 73 degrees. We found the pecple
extremely inquisitive to know our errand, which, when we
told, many of them offered to accompany vs. Of these we
chose two; and after drinking our tea, which was matter of
great sperulation to the inhabitants, who had never befure
seen a breakfast of this kind, we began to climb the mountain,

We were directed for five or six miles of our road by an
aqueduct, which the Prince of Palagonia has made at a great
expense, to supply Piedmonte with water. After we left the
agueduct, the ascent became a good deal more rapid, till we
arrived at the beginning of the second region, called hy the
natives La Regione Sylveso, or the woody region, because it ig
composed of one vast foreat that extendeall aronnd the moun-
tain. Part of this was destroyed by a very singular event,
not later than the year 1755, During an eruption of the
voleano, an immenge torrent of boiling water 1ssued, as is sup-
posed, from the great crater of the wountain, and in an in-
stant poured down to its base, overwhelming and ruining
every thing it met with in itz course. Our conductors showed
ns the traces of the torrent, which are still very visible, but
are now begianing to recover verdure and vegetation, which
for some time appeared to have been lost. The track it has
left secms to be about a mile and a half broad, and in seme
places still more.

The common opinicn, I find, is, that this water was raised
by the pewer of suction, through some communication betwixt
the volcano and the sea, the absurdity of which ia too glaring
to need a refutation. The power of suction alone, even sup-
posing a perfect vacuum, could never raise water to more
than thirty-three or thirty-four feet, which is equal to the
weight of a column of air the whole height of the atmosphere,
Bot this eircumstance, 1 shonld imagive, might be easily
enocugh accounted for, either by a stream of lava falling sud-
denly into one of the valleys ol snow that ocenpy the higher
regions of the mountain, and melling it down; or, what I
think is etill more probable, that the melted enow siuks into
vast caverns and reservoirs iu the mountain, where it is lodged
for some time, till the excessive heat of the lava below bursts
the sides of these caverns, and produccs this phencmenon,
which has been matter of great speculation to the Sieilian
philescpliers, and has employed the pens of several of them.
The same thing bappened in an eruption of Vesuvivs last cen-
fury, and in ap instant swept away about five hundred people,
who were marching in procesgion at the foot of the mountain
to implore the mediation of St. Januarius.

Kear to this place we passed through some beantiful woods
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of cork and evergreen oak, growing abaclutely out of the lava,
the soil having aa yet hardly tilled the crevices of that porous
substance ; and, not a great way farther, I observed several
little mountains that seemed to have been formed by a late
eruption. I dismounled from my mule, and climbed to the
top of them all. They are seven in number, every one of them
with a regular cup or crater on the {op; and in some the
great gulf or (ar they call it) Forapine, that had discharged
the burnt matter of which these little mountains are formed,
is atill open. I tumbled stones down into these gulfs, and
heard the noiae for a long time after. All the fields round, to
a considerable distance, are covered with large burnt atones
discharged from these little volcanoes.

¥rom this place it is not less than five or six miles to the

at chestnnt-trees, through forests growing out of the lava,
in saveral places almostimpassable.  Of these trees, there are
many of an enormous size ; but the Castagno de Cento Cavalli
is by much the most celebrated. T have even found it marked
in an old map of Sicily, published near & hundred years ago;
and in all the maps of Altna and ite envircns it makes a ver{
conspicucus figure, I own I was by no means struck wit
its appearance, as it does not seem to be one tree, but a bush
of five large trees growing together. We complained to our
guides of the imposition, when they unanimously assured us,
that by the universal tradition and even testimony of the coon-
try, all these were unce united in one atem; that their grand-
fathers remembered this when it was looked upon as the glory
of the forest, and visited from all quarters; that for miany
Eears past it had been reduced to the venerable ruin we he-

eld. We began to examine it with more attention, and found
there was indeed an appearsuce as if these five trees had really
been once united in one.  1be opening in the middie is at pre-
sent prodigious, and it doen indeed require faith to believe
that 8o vast a space waa once oceupied by solid timber. But
there is no appearnuce of bark on the inside of any of the
stamps, no on the sides that aro opposite to cne another,  Mr.
Glover and 1 measured it separately, and brought it exactly
tu the same size, namnely, 204 feet round. If this was once
united in one solid atem, it must with justice, indeed, have been
looked upou ns a very wonderful phenomenon in the vegetuble
world, and was deservedly styled the glory of the forest.

I bave since been told by the Canonice Recupero, an in-
genious ecclesinstic of this place, that he was at the expense
of carrying up peasants with tocls to dig round the Castagno
de Cento (‘avalli; and he assures me, upon his honour, that he
found all these stems united below ground in one root. I al-
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leged that so extraordinary an ohjeet muet have heen mention-
ed by many of their writers. He told me thatit had, and pro-
duced several examples—Philateo, Carrera, and some others.
Carrera begs 10 be excused from telling its dimensions, bhut
says he is eure there was wood enough in that one tree to
build a large palace. Their poct Bagolini, too, has celebrated
a tree of the same kind, perhaps the same tree;x and Massa,
one of their most esteemed authors, sayvs lie has seen solid oaks
upwards of forty feet round, but adds, that the size of the
chestnut-trees was beyond belief, the hollow of one of which,
he says, contained 300 sheap, and thirty people on horseback
had offen beenin it af o time. T shall not prefend o say that
this is the same {ree he means, or whether it ever was one tree
or not. There are many others that are well deserving the
curiosity of travellers. One of these, nbout a mile and a half
higher on the mountain, is ealled X Custugno del Galea ; it
rizes from cne solid atem to a considerahle height, alter which
it branches ouf, and is a much finer object than the other. I
measured it about two feet from the ground, and found it
saventy-pix feet round. 'There i a third called /7 Castaguo
del Nave, that ia pretty nearly of the same gize. All these
grow on a thick rich soil, formed originally, T believe, of ashes
thrown out by the mountain.

The climate here is moch more femperate than in the first
region of Ktna, where the excessive heats must ever prevent
a very luxuriant vegetation. I funnd the barometer had now
fallen to 26 degrees 5% lines, which anmounees an elevation of
very near four thomsend foet, equivalent, in the opiuion of
gome of the French academicianz, to eighteen or twenty de-
grees of latitude in the formation of a climate.

The vast quantity of nitre contained in the ashes of FHina,
probably contributes greatly to increase the luxuriance of this
vegetation ; and the air, too, strongly impregnated with it from
the smoko of the volecano, mnst create a constant aupply of
this salt, termed by some, not without reason, the food of ve-
getables.

There ia the ruins of a house in the inside of the great elest-

* Zupremos inter montes monsirazior omnd

Monstrosi feetnm stipitis Ftna dedi

Castaneam gennit, enjus mndo concava cortex

Turmam equitnm haud parvam continet, atqne greges, &e.
Of lofty mounts by far the loftiest,
rodigious /BEtna bore a wondrous tree—

A cheatnut—srhose vast hollow may eontsin

A wellsized band of horse, or flocks, or herds, &e,]



48 TRAVELY IN

nut-tree, which has been built for holding the fruit it bears,
which js atill considerable; here we dined with excellent ap-
petite, and being convinced that it was in vain to attewpt
getting to the top of the mountain on that side, he began to
descend ; and after a few fatigoing journivs over old lavas, now
hecome fertile fields and rich vineyards, we arrived ahout sun-
eet at Jaci Reale, where, with no small difficulty, we at last
got lodging in a convent of Dominicans.

The last lava we crossed before our arrival there is of a vasf
extent. I thought we never should have had done with it; it
certainly is not less than eix or seven miles hrond and appears
in many places to be of an enormous depth.

When we came near the eea, T was desirous to see whatform
it bad assumed in meeting with the water. I went to ex-
amine it, and found it had driven back the waves for upwards
of amile, and had formed a large black high promoutory,
where before it was deep water. This lava, I imagined, from
its barreness, for it is as yet covered with a very scanfy soil,
bad run from the mountain only a few agex ago; but was sur-
prised to be informed by Signior Recapero, the historivgrapher
of Etna, that this very lava is mentioned hy Divdorus to have
burat from tna in the time of the second FPunic war, wlhen
Syracuse was besieged by the Romans. A detwchment was
sent from Taurominum to the relief of the besieged. They
were stopped on their march by this stream of lava, which
having reachied the rea Gefore their arrival at the foot of the
mountain, had eut off their passage; and obliged them to re-
turn by the back of Aitna, upwards of one hundred miles
about. Hig anthority for this, he tells me, was tuken from the
ingcriptions on Roman monuments feund on this lava, and
that it was likewise well ascertained by many old Hicilian au-
thors, Now, ag this is ahout two thousaud years age, one
would have imagined, if lavas have a regular progress in be-
coming fertile fi=lds, that this must long ago bhave become
at leagt arable; this, however, is not the case; and it is asyet
only covered with scanty vegetation, and incapable of pro-
ducing either com or vines. There are indeed {)retty large
trees prowing in the crevices, which are full of rich earth; but
in all probability it will be some hundreds of years vet before
there is enough of it torender this land of any use to the pro-
prietors.

It is curious to consider, that the surface of this black and
Larren matter, in procesa of time, hecomes one of the most
fertile soils upon earth. But what mwost be the time to
bring it fo its utmost ection, when after two thousand
yenrs it iu wtill in moat places butn barren rock? Itw progrers
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is possibly as follow:—The lava, being a very porous mub-
stance, easily catches the dust that is carried ahout by the
wind, which at first, I observe, only yields a kind of moss:
this rotting, und by degrees increasing the soil, some small
meagre vegetables are next produced, which rotting in their
turns, ave likewise converted into soil. But this progress, 1 sup-
pose, is often greatly accelerated by the showers of ashes from
the mountain, as | have observed in some places the richest soil,
to the depth of five or six feet and upwards ; and still below
that, nothing hut rocks of lava. It is in these spots that the
trees arrive af such an immense eize, Their roots shoot inte
the crevices of the lava, and lay such hold of it, that there ix
no instance of the winda tearing them up, though there are
many of ifs breaking off their Jargest branches. A branch of
one of the great chesnut-trees, where we passed yesterday, has
fallen across a deep gully, and formed a very commodions
bridge over the rivulet below. The people suy it was doenc
by St Agatha, the guardian saint of the mountain, who bas
the superintendence of all its operations.

In the lowast part of the first region of #Etoa, the harvest iy
elmost over; but in the upper puarts of the same region, near
the confines of the Regione Sylvosa, it will not begin for se-
veral weeks.

The reapers, as we went along, abused us from all qnarters,
apnd more excellent blackguards | have never met with ; but,
indeed, our guides were a fallwnateh for them. They began aw
poon as we were within hearing, and did not finish till we
were got without reach of their voices, which they extended
ag much as they conld. Asit was all Sicilian, we eould make
very little of it, but by the interpretation of our guides; Low-
ever, we could not help admiring the volubility and natural
elocution with which they spuke. This custum is as old an
the time of the Romans, and probably much older, and is men-
tioned by Horace and othera of their authors. It iastill in
vogue here as moch as ever; 1he masters encourage it; they
think it gives them apirita, and makes the work go on more
cheerfully; and I believe they are right, for it is amazing
what pleasure they seemed to take in it, and what langhiug
and merriment itcccasioned.

I forgot to mention that we passed the source of the famous
cold river ¢JI flume fredds. This is the river so celebrated by
poets in the fable of Acis and Galates. It was lere that Acia
was supposed to have been killed by Polyphemus, and the
gods out of compassion converted him into thirviver, which, as
atill retaining the terror insjired by the dreadful voice of the

¢
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Cyclops, rung with great rapidity, and aboot & mile from its
source throws itself into the sea. It rises at once out of the
earth a large stream. Its water is remarkably pure, and so
extremely cold, that it is reckoned dangerous to drink it; but
I am told it has likewise a poisonons quality, which proceeds
jrom its being impregnated with vitriol to such a degree, that
cattie have often been killed by it. It never freezes; but,
what is remarkable, itis ssid often to contracta degree of cold
greater than that of ice,

These particilars Iwas informed of by {he priests at Aei;
which place, anciently called Aci Aquileiz, and several othern
near it, Aci Castello, Aci Terra, &e., talke their names from
1he unfortunate sihepherd Acis.

A litfle to the east of the river Aecis is the mouth of theriver
Alcantara, one of the moet considerable in the island. It takes
its rise on the north side of Mount Elna, and marks out {he
boundary of the mountain for sixty miles. Ifa course hasheen
ktopped in muny places by the eruptions of the voleano: se
that,strictly speaking, the skirts of Atnaextend much beyund
it, though it has generally been cousidered as the bonudary.
We passed it on onr way to Piedmonte, over a lar o bridge
built entirely of lava; and near to this the hed of tue river is
continued for a great way, through ove ul the most remarlkable,
and probably one of the most ancient lavas that ever ran from
Aitua,  Inomany places the curreut of {he river, which ir ex-
tremely rapid, has worn down the solid lava to the depth of
fitty or sixty fect, Hecupero, the gentleman I have mentioned,
who is engaged in writing the natural history of Ktna, tells me
he has examined this lava with great attention, and he thinks
that its course, including ail its windings, isnot less than forly
miles. It issued from r mountain on the vorth side of Aitpa,
and finding some valleys that lay {o {he cast, it touk its course
that way, interrupting the Alcantara in many places, and at
last arrived ot the sea, net dar from the month of that river.

The eity of Taci, or Aci, vud iudeed all ihe towus on this
coast, are founded on immense rocks of lava, heaped one ahove
another, in some places 1o an amazing height; for it appears
1hat these ilaming torrents, ag soon as they arrived at the sea,
wera hardened into rock, which not yielding any longer to the
pressure of the liquid fire behind, the melted matier continuing
to accumulate, furmued a dam of fire which in a short time run
over the solid {ront, pouring a second torrent into the ocean;
1his was immedia rely consolidated, and succeeded by a third,
and so on.

Many of the places on the eoast still retain their ancient
names; but the properties ascribed to them by the aucients
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ate how no more. The river Acis, which is now so pojson-
ous, was of old celebrated for the sweetness and salubrity of
ita waters ;+ which Theocritus says were ever held sacred by
the Sicilian shepherds.

‘We were surprised fo find that so ma‘n&f places retained the
name of this swain, who, { imagined, had never existed but in
the imagination of the poets: but the Riecilien authors say, that
Acis was the name of a man who reigned in thia part of the
island in the time of the most remote antinuity, in confirmation
of which, Massa gives the translation of an inscription found .
near Aci Castello.t He iseaid'to have been glain in a fit of jea-
lousy by Polyphemus, one of the giants of Fitna, which gaverise
to the fable. Anguillara, a Sicilian poet, in relating this story,
gives & tremendous idea of the voice of Polyphemus: the pas-
eage has been greatly admired.

Tremo per troppo horrore Eina ; e Tifeo
Fece maggior 1s flamma uscir del monte

E Pacehino, e Peloro, ¢ Lilibeo

Quani attulfar pel wmar I'sltera fronte;
Cadde il martel 4di man nel monte Kinemro,
All Ke di Leano, 2 terope, e a Bronte;
Tugir fiere et augei di lor ricetto

E gi atrinse ogni madre il fglio al Petta.

You will observe, however, that the Sicilian poet cannot in
justice claim the entire merit of these lines, ns they are
evidently borrowed from Virgil’s description of the sound of
the Fury Alecto’s horn, in the 7th Hneid. ‘The last line, per-
hape the most beantiful of the whole, is almost word for
word :—

Et trepidm matres pressere ad pectora natos.

It haa been observed too, hy some crities, that even this
deseription of Virgil i not his own, but copied from the ae-
connt that Apolloniuz Rhodivs gives of the roaring of the
dragon that guarded the golden fleece ; so that you see there

* Quiqune per JLinwos Acis petit scquora fines,
Et duici gratum Nereida perluit unda.—Sit. ftal,
t oix
OGALE, SATURNLE, ETMEE
DEORUM
MARTI, FILI, TX0BI,
IN PORTT
SEPULCHEUN, LEMPLUK, ET ARCEX,
Acl8,
PAUNRI PILIUS, PICI NEPOY,
SATURNI PRONEPOS,
LATIKI FRATER,
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is nothing new under the sun. Rhodius probably stole it from
somebody else, and a0 op. Poeta have ever been the greatest
of all thieves ; and happy it is that poetical theft is no feleny,
otherwiae, T am afruid, Parpassus would have beea but thinly
peopled. '

Farewell; to-moyrow I shall endeavour to bring you up
with us; for at preent you will please to observe, that you
have got no farther thao the city of Juei, and have still many
extinguished volcanoes to pass before your arrival here. Ever
yours, &c.

LAVAS AROUND ETNA.

Cuterriee, May 25,

THE road from Jaci to this cily is entirely over lava, and
conseguently very fatiguing and troublesome, Within a few
miles of that place, we counted eight mountains formed by
eruption, with every one its crater, from whence the burnt
matter was discharged. Bome of these are very high, and of
n great compass. 1t appears evidently that the eruptions of
Mount Atna have formed ihe whole of the coast, and in
many places have driven back the sea for several miles
from its ancient houndary. 'The account the Sicilian authors
give of the conflict betwixt these two adverse elenients is traly
tremendous ; and in relating it, they secem to have been shaken
with horror, Congeive the front of a torrent of fire, ten miles
in breadth, and heuped up to an enormous height, roiling
down the mountain, and pouring its flames into the ccean.
The noise, they assure us, is infiuitely more dreadful than the
loudest thunder, and is heard tlrough the wholecountry to an
immense distance. The water seemed to retire and diminish
before the fire, and fo confess its soperiority, yielding up its
possessions, and contracting its banks, to make room fur its
imperious master, who commands it—¢ Thus far shalt thou
come, and no farther,” The clouds of salt vapour darlen
the face of the sunp, covering up this scene under a veil of
horror and of night, and laying waste every field and vine-
yard in these regione of the island. The whole fish on the
coast are destroyed, the colour of the sea itself ia changed,
and the transparency of its waters lost for many months.
There are three rocks of lava at some little distance from
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ghore, which Fliny takes frequent anotice of, and calls them
the Three Cyclops. It is pretty singclar that they are still
dietingnished by the same name.

The fote of Catania has been very remarkable, and will ever
appear fabulous. 1t is situated immediately at the foot of this
great volcano, and hus been several times destroyed by it.
That, indeed, {8 not extraordinary ; it would have been much
more 80, had it escaped ; but what I am guing ‘o relate is a
singularity that probably never happened to any city but it-
self. 1t was always in great want of u port, tili by an erup~
tion in the sixteenth centory, and, no doubt, by the interposi-
tion of St. Apgatha, what was denied them by uature, they re-
ceived from the genercsity of the mountain. A stream of lava,
running into the sea, formed a mole which no expenee could
have furnished them. This lasted for rome time a safe and
commedions harbour, till at last, by a subscquent eruption, if
wasg entirely filled up and demolished : so that probably the
poor saint had eunk wuch iu Ler credit, for, at this untortu-
nate period, her miraculous veil, looked vpun ar the greatest
treagure of C'atania, and esteemed an mfaliible remedy against
earthypakes and voleanoes, seeres to have lost it virtue. The
torreyt burst over the walls, sweeping uway the images of
every saint that was placed there to oppose it, and laying
waste great part of this beautiful city, poured into the sea.
However, the people say that at that time they had given
their eaint very just provocation, but that she has long ago
been reconciled to them, and has promised never to suffer the
mountain to get the better of them for the future., Many of
them are so thoroughly cunvineed of this, (for they are extremely
supetstitious), that I really Lelieve if the lava were at themr
walls they would not be at the pains te remove their effects.
Neither is it the veil of 8t Agatha aleve that they think possess-
ed of this wonderiul dominion over the mountain, but every-
thing that has tonched that pisce of sacred attire they suppose in
impregoated in a lesser degree with the same miraculons pro-
perties. Thus there are a number of little bits of cotton and
linen fixed to the veil, which, after being bleseed by the bishop,
are supposed t0 aciuire power enough to save any person’s
house or garden; aogd, wherever this expedient has failed, it
ir always aseribed to the want of faith of the person, not a.ny
want of efficacy io the veil. However, they tell you many
stories of thuse bits of cotlon being fixed to the walig of
houses and vineyards, aud preserving them entirely from the
conflagration.

On our arrival at Catania, we were amazed to find that in
80 noble and beautiful a city there was no such thing as an
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imn. Our guide, indeed, conducted us to a house they called
such; but it wasso wretchedly mean and dirty, that we were
obliged to look out for other lodgings; and by the assistance
of the Canonico Regupero, for whom we had letters, we soon
found ourselves coprfortably lodged in a convent. The Prince
of Biscaris gthe vernot of the place) a person of very greaf
merit apd distifiction, returned our visit this forencon, and
made us the 10st oblizing offera.

Signior Refupero, whe obligingly engages to be our Cice-
rone, has she'wn us some curious remains of antiquify; but
they haveYeer all 50 shaken and shattered by the mountain,
that hardly any thing is to be found entire.

Near to a vault, which is now thirty feet below ground,
snd has probably heen a burial-place, there is a draw-well,
where there are several strata of lavas, with earth to a consi-
derable thickness over the gurface of each stratum. Recupero
hag made use of this as an argument to prove the great anti-
quity of the eruptions of this mountain. For, as tt requires
two thousand years or upwards to form a scanty soil on the
surface of a lava, there must have been more than that space
of time betwixt eacl of the eruptions which have formed
these strata. But what shall we say of a pit they sunk near
to Jaci, of a great depth? They pierced through seven dis-
tinet lavas, one under the other, the surfaces of whick were
parallel, and most of them covered with a thick bed of rich
earth. Now, says he, the eruption which formed the lowest
of these Javag, if we may be allowed to reason from analogy,
must have flowed from the mouptain at lezst 14,000 years ago.

Recupere tells me he is exceedingly embarrassed by these
discoveries in writing the history of the mountain ; that Moses
hangs like a dead weight upon him, and blunts all his zeal for
inquiry ; for that really he has not the conscience to make hig
mountain ac young as that prophet makea the world, What
do you think of these sentiments from a Roman Catholic
divine ? The bishop, who is strepuously orthodox—for it is
an exeellent see—haa already warped him to be upon his
guard, and not to pretend to be a better natural historian than
Moseg, nor to presume to urge any thing that may in the least
degree be deemed contradictory to his sacred authority,
Adien, Ever yours.
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CATANTA—CATHOLIC SUPERSTITIONS.

Cataie, Aay 26,

THIS morning we went to zee the Louse and mmscum of the
Prince of Biscaris, which, in aotiques, is ivferior to noae that
I have ever gecn, except that of the Kivg of Naples at Portici.
‘What adds grea.tly to the value of these is, that the prince,
himself, bas had the satisfaction of secing 1l most of them,
hrought to light. Ife has dug them out of the ruins of the
ancient theatre of Catunia at aa incredible expense; but, hap=
pily, his paing have been amply repuid by the nomber and the
variety of curions subjects lie lag discovered. It would he
endless fo enter into sn enumerstion of theni; even during
our short stay, we had the zatisfaction of seeing part of a rich
Corinthiun cornice, and several pieces of slatues, prodoced
again to the light, alter lying fur so mauy ages in darlmess
and oblivion. His ¢collection of medals, cameos, and infaglios,
is likewise very prineely, and so ure the articles in natural
history; but the polite and amiable behaviour of the owner
gives more pleasure than all li= enrivsitics. e did not os-
tentaticusly, lile the Prince of Villa ¥Franca, fell us that his
house and carriages were at onr commiund @ bat without any
hint being given of it, we found lis coacl waitivg at oar
door; and we shall prr;bahlw be ollired to niake use of it
during our stay. His family consists of the privcess his wife,
8 som, and a daughter, who seem to emulate cach other in be-
nignit_v. They put me in mind of some happy fawilies in our
own eouniry, buf resemble notling we have met with on the
continent. He is just now buoildiug a curions villa on a pro~
montory formed by the lava of 1668, The spot where the
houre stands was formerly at least fifty fect deep of water,
and the Leight of the lava above the present level of the sea is
not leas than fifty more.

This afternoon I walked outalone to examine the capricious
forme and ringular appearances that this destructive branch
has assumed in laying waste the country. I had uot gone far
when 1 espied a magnificent building at some distance, which
seemed to stand on the highest part of it. My curiosity led
me on, as I had heard no mentivn of any palace on this side
of the city. On entering the great gate, my surprise woas a
good deal increased on observing a facade almostecqual to that
of Yersailles, a noble staircage of white marble, and every thing
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that announced a royal magnificence. I had never heard that
the kingg of Sicily hed a palace at Catania, and yet T could
not nccount for what I saw M any other way. I thought the
vast front before me had been the whole of the palace; but
conceive my amazement, when, on turning the corner, I found
unother front of equal greatness, and discovered that what I
had seen was oply one side of a square.

I was no louger in doubt, well knowing that the church
alone could be mistress of such tnagnificence. I hawtened
home to communicate this discovery to my friends, when I
tound the Canomico Recupero already with them. He abused
us exceedingly for presuming to go out without cur Cicerone,
and declared he had never been a0 much dizappointed in his
life, as he had come on purpose fo carry us there, and to egjoy
vur surprise and astonishment. He then told ua that it wae
nn other than & convent of fat Benedictine monks, who were
determined to make sure of a paradise, at least in this world,
ifnot in the other, He addeg that they were worth ahout
£15,00W} a~-year—an immense sum, indeed, for this country.

‘We went with Hecupero to pay our respects to these sons
of humility, temperance, and mortification ; aud we muet own
they received and entertained us with great civility and polite-
ness, aud even without ostentation. Their musenm is little
inferior to that of the Prince of Biscaris, and the apartments
that contain it are much more magnificent, But their garden
ia the greatest curicsity; althougl it be formed on the rugged
and barren surface of the lava, it has a variety and a neatnesa
seidom to be met with. The walks ave broad, and paved
with fiints; and the trees and hedges (which, by the bye, are
in & bad stafe, and cut info a number of ridiculous ghapea)
thrive exceedingly. The whole soil must have been brought
from a great distance, as the surface of this lava (only 150
years old} is as hard and bare as a piece of iron. The church
belonging to this convent, if ﬁnis}w_-d, would he one of the
finest in Burope; but as it is founded on the surface of the
porous and brittle lava, part of the foundation has given way
to the pressure of so huge a fabric; and several of the large
arches that were intended to form the different chapels, have
already failen down. Only the west limb of the crosa (not a
fifth of the whole)ia finished, and even this alove makes a
very fine church. Here they have the finest organ I ever
Leard, even superior, 1 think, o that at Haerlem.

‘We went next to examine where the lava bad scaled the
walls of Catania. It muet have been a noble sight., The
wally are sixty-four pulms high (near sixty feet), and of great
strepgth, otherwise they must have been borne down by the
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force of the flaming matfer which rose gver this height, and
seeme to have mounted considerably above the top of the
wall before it made ita entry ; at lastit came down, sweeping
before it every eaipt in the calendar, who were drawn up in
order of battle on purpose to vpposeits passage, and marching
on in triumph, annthiluted, in a manner, every object that
dared to oppoee it. Amongst other things, it covered up
some fine fountains, one of which was so much esteemed, that
they have at a great expense pierced through the lava, and
have now recovered their favourite apring. ‘This excavation
iz a very curious work, and worthy of the attention of tra-
vellers.

Catania is locked upon as one of the most ancient cities in
the island, or indeed in the world, Their legends bear, that
it was founded by the Cyclops, or giants of Fitna, supposed
to have been the firat inhabitants of Sicily after the Deluge;
and some of the Sicilian writers pretend that it was bnilt by
Deucalion and Pyrrha as soun as the waters subsided, and
they had got dowu again to the foot of the mountain. Ifs
ancient name was Catetoa, or the cily of Atna.

It is mow reckoned the third city m the kingdowm, though,
since Messina was destroyed by the plague, it may well be
considered as the secontf. It coutaing upwards of thirty
thousand inhabitants, has a uvniversity, the culy one in the
islapd, and n bishopric. The hishop's revenues are cousiders
able, and arise principally from the =ule of the snow on Mount
JEtna, one smail portion of whicl, lyiug on the north of the
mountain, is said to bring him in upwards of £1000 a year;
for Atna furnishes snow and ice not only to the whole island
of Bicily, but likewise to Multa, and a great part of Italy,
and makes a very considerable branch of commerce; for even
the peasants in these hot countries regale themselves with ices
during the summer heats, and there is no entertainment given
by the nobility of which these do uot always make a prineipal
part: a famine of suuw, they themselves say, would be more
grievous thau a famine of either corn or wine. It isa com-
mon observation amongst them, that without the suowe of
Mount FEtna their island could not be iuhabited, so essential
has thizarticle of luxury hecome to them. But Ftnanot only
keeps them ccol in summer, but likewisa keejis them warm in
winter; the fuel for the greatest part of the island being car~
ried from the immense and inexhaustible forests of this voleano,
and constitutes, too, a very lurge branch of commerce. But
thig amazing mountain perpetnally carrios me away from my
pubject: I wae speaking of this city. What of it was spared

ch
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by the eruption of 1669, was totally ruined by the fatal earths
quake in 1693, when the greater part of its inhabitants were
buried under the walls of their houses and churches. Yet,
after such repeated and such dismal disasters, so strange is
their infatnation, that they could never be prevailed upon to
change its aituation. The whole city was soon rebuili, after
a new and elegant plan, and is now much handsomer than
ever, There is scarce any doubf that in some future commo-
tion of the mountain, it will be again laid in ashes. But at
Eresent they arein perfect security; the Virgin and 8t. Agatha
ave both engaged to protect them; and under their banner
they hold Htna, with all the devils it containa, at defiance.

There are many remains of antiquity in this city, but indeed
most of them are in a very ruinous state. One of the most
remarkable iz an elephart of lava, with an obelisk of Egyptian
granite on his back. There are likewise considerable remaina
of a great theatre, besides the one belonging to the Prince of
Biscaris; a large bath alwost entire; the ruins of the great
agueduct, eighteen miles long; the rning of several temples,
one of Ceres, another of Vuolcan ; the church called Bocea di
di Fuoco was likewise a temple. But the most entire of all is
& small rotunda, which, as well as the Pantheon at Rome, and
rome othera to be metwith in Italy, in my opinion demonstrates
that form to be the most durable of any.

It has now been purged and purified from all the infection
contracted from heathen rites, and is become a Christian
church, dedicated to the blessed Virgin, who has lang been
constituted universal legatee and executrix to ali the ancient
goddesses, celestial, terrestial, and infernal; and, indeed, little
more than the names are changed, the things continning pretty
much the same as ever. The Catholics themeelves do not at-
tend to it, but it is not a little curious to consider, how small
is the deviation in almest every article of their present rites
from those of the ancients. I have somewhere szen an ohser-
vation, which seems to be a just one, that durivg the long
reign of keatl:enism, superstition had altogether exhauated her
talent for invention, so that when a superstiticus spirit seized
Christians, they were under the necessity of borrowing from
their predecessors, and imitating some part of their idolatry.
This appears to be strictly the case. 1 took notice of if to
Signior Recupero, why ig not the most zealous sectarian in the
world, and who frankly owned the truth of the observation.

In some places the very same images still remain: they
have only christened them: and what was Venus or Proser-
pine, is now Mary Magdalene or the Virgin, The same cere-
monies are daily performed before these images, in the same
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manner. The sainiy are perpetually coming down in person,
and working miracles, as the heathen gods did of old. The
walls of the temples ure covered with the vows of pilgrims,
as they were formerly. The boly water, which was held in
sach detestation by the first Christiang, is agaiu revered, and
sprinkled about with the same devetion as in the time of
Paganism. The same incense is burut, by priests arrayed in
the same marner, with the same grimaces aud geuufiexions,

before the same images, and in the same temples tuwo. In
short, a0 nearly do the rites coincide, that were the Pagan
high-priest to come back, and re-awsunmwe his funciions,
he would only have to learn a few new namos, to geb
the Muss, the Paters, and the Aves by Leart, which would
be much easier to hiw, as they ure in a lauguage he under-
stands, but which his modern susceessors are ignorant of.
Some things, to be sure, would puzzle him; and he would
sweur that all the mysteriee of Elewsis were vothing to the
amazing mystery of trunsubstantiatiou, the only one that ever
attempted to set both our understanding and our senses af
defiance, and baflles equally all the faculties Loth of the sout
and bedy. He would likewise be a good deal at o loss to
account for the strange metamorphoesis of some of Lis olid
friends. That (e would say) I can well remember, was the
statue of Venus Meretrix, and wias ouly worshipped by the
loose and voluptuous.  She seems to be wonderfully uproved
pince you made her a Christiau, for I find she is now become
the great protectress of chastity aud of virine. June, too,
who waz g0 implacalile and s0 revengeful, you have softened
down into a very moderate sort of deity, for I observe you
address her with as little foar or ceremouy as any of the rest
of them; T wish you would muke the 'uries Cliristians, too,
for surely they would be much the betier for it Dut observa-
ing the figure of St. Anthony, e would exclaim with astonislh-
ment, But what do I behold —Jupiter, the sovercign of gods
aud men, with o ragged eloak over his shoulders! What a
humiliating spectacle! Well d¢ 1 remember with what awa
we bent before that once respectuble image.  But what has
hecome of the thunderbolt, whicl he held in hiv hand to chus-
tise the world, and what is that he has got in its place ? 1lis
conductor would tell him that if was only a picce of rope,
with knots upon it, to chastise himself; adding, that he wux
now doing penance for his long usurpation, and that the
thunder had long azo heen put inte hetter hands, Towever,
he would soon find, that even these saints woaethees oh e
their nmames, according to the enthusiasiic caprice ol the
people ; and from this versatility, he would still be in hopes,
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a process of time, to see his friend Jupiter re-assume his bott
nd his dignity.

Do you remember 0ld Huet—the greatest of all originals?
5ne day, as he passed the statue of Jupiter in the capitol, he
mlled off his hat, and made Lim a how. A Jacobite gentle-
nan, who obeerved it, asked him why he paid so much respect
o that old gentleman. * For the same reason,” replied Huet,
¢ that you an so much to the Pretender. Besides,” added he,
‘I think there is rather a greater probability that his turn
vill come round again than that of your hero; I shall there-
ore endeavour to keep well with him, and hope he will never
orget that I took notice of him in the day of his adversity.”

Indeed, within the course of my own observation, I can
acollect some of the most capital saints in the calendar who
ave heen disgraced by the people, and new namen given to
heir statees. When we were in Porfugal last war, the
wople of Castel Dranco were so enraged at St. Antonio, for
MNowing the Spaniards to plunder their tows, contrary, as
hey aflirmed, to hiz express agreement with them, that they
roke many of his statves to pieces; and one that had been
nure revered than the rest, they took the head off, and clapped
qm one of St. Fraocis in its place, whose name the stutue ever
Jfter retained. Even the great St. Januarius himself, I am
old, was in imminent danger Quring the last famine af
{aples. A Swiss gentleman assured me, that he had heard
hem load him with abuse and inveetive; and declare point-
lank, that if he did not procure them corn by such a time, he
heuld no longer be their saint. However, such instances are
at rare; and, in general, the poor Catholics are fully indem-
ified for these sudden fits of pussion and resentruent, by fhe
ull persuasion of the immediate presence and protection of
fteir beloved patrons,

T have observed with pleasure that glow of gratitude and
flection that has auimated their countenances; and am per-
oaded that the warmtlh of the enthusiastic devotion they
ften fisel hefore their favourite =aints, particularly their female
mes, must have something extremely delightful in it; resem-
ling, perhaps, the pure and delicate sensations of the moat
espectful luve. 1 own 1 have sometimea envied them their
velings, and i my heart cursed the pride of reason aud phi-
0s0phy, with all its cool and tasteless frimnphs, that hulls
uto a kind of stoical apathy these most exiuisite sensations
of the moul.  Who would not choose to be deceived, when the
deception raires in him these delicious passions, that are so
worthy of the human heart, and for which, of all others, it
seems {0 be the most fitted *  But if once you have steeled it
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over with the hard and impenetrable temper of philosophy:
these fine-spun threads of weakness and affoction that were so
pliable, and so easily tied, become hard and inflexible, and for
aver lose that delicate tone of sensibility that puts them into
2 kind of unison and vibraticn with every object around us;
for what has been so truly said of one part of our species, may
almost with equal justice be applied to the whole—
That to their weakness half their charms we owe.

I remember Dr. Tiesot told me, he had a patient that
actually died of love for Christ; and when in the last ex-
tremity, seemed still to enjoy the greatest Lappiness; calling
upon him with all the fondness of the most epthusiastic
passion, And from what I have often observed before the
statues of the Virgin and St. Agatha, I am persuaded they
have many inamorates thut would willingly lay down their
lives for them.

Now, pray, don’t you think too, that this personal kind of
worship is much better adapted fo the capacities of the
valgar than the more pure and subiime modes of it, which
would onty distract and confound their simple understandings,
unaccustomed to speculation, and that certainly require some-
thing gross and material, some object of sense, to fix their
attention? This even seems to bave been the opinion of some
of the sacred writers, why often represcnt God under some
madteriat form.

Were you to endeavenr to give a country fellow an idea of
the Deity—woere you to tell him of a being that is immaterial,
and yet whose essence penetrates all matter—who has existed
from all eternity, and whose extension is equally boundless
with his duration—who fills and pervades millions of worlds,
and apimates every ohject they contain—and whu, in the sul-
lime language of our poet,

Though changed in all, is yet in all the same,
{ireat in the earth a8 in the etherinl frame;

Warms in the sun, refreshea in the breeze,
Glows in the stars, and blossome in the trees ;

Lives through all life, extends through all extent;

Spreada undivided. operated unspent,

T'& him ne high, ne low, no graat, no small ;

e £lla, he hounds, eennects, and equals all.
Now, what do you imagine he would think of such a being ?
I am afraid his understanding would be so bewildered that be
could not think at all, DBut et np hefore kim the figure of a
fine woman, with a beautifu) child in Ler arms, the niost in-
teresting object in pature, aud tell Lim she can procure him
every thing he wants, he knows perfectly well what he ix
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about, feels himeelf animated by the object, and prays to her
with all his might. o
© Adien. We are going to be very busy, and are preglzu_mg
every thing for one of the greatest objects of our expedition,
the examination of Mount Htna. Indeed, we have received
but bad encouragement, and ave beginning to doubt of the poa-
sibility of snccess. Recupero tells us that the season is not
far enough advanced yet, by some months, and that he does
not think it will be possible to get near the summit of the
mountain. ‘The last wiuter, he says, was so uncommeonly
gevere, that the circle of emow extended mueh nearer the
foot of the mountain than usual; that, altbough this circle is
now greatly contracted, if still extends nine or ten miles hew
low the crater. He advises us to return this way in the month
of Augnst; and, if possible, make Etna the last Eirb of our
expedition. If we do not succeed to-morrow, we shull proba~
bly follow his advice; but we are all determined to make a
bold push fur it. The weather is the most fuvourable that can
be imagined ; here iv a delightful evening, and by the atar-
light we can phserve the smoke rolling down the sides of the
nountain like a vast torrent. Recupero sayg’this is a sure in~
dication of the viclence of the cold in these exalted regions of
4he atmosphere, which condenseg the vapour, and makes it fall
down the moment it {zsues out of the crater. Ie advises us,
by all means, fo provide plenty of liquors, warm far cloaks,
and haichets to cut woed, as we shall probably be cbliged to
pass the night in the open air, in a climate, he assures us, ag
cold as that of Greenland. It is very singular if this be true,
for at present we are melling with hieat, in thin suits of taffeta.
Adieu. Youshall know it all un ourreturn, if we de notshare
the fate of Empedocles. Ever yours,

REGIONS OF ETNA—ERUPTIONS.

Catania, May, 29.

On the 27th, by daybreak, we set off to visit Mount Hina,
that venerable and respectable father of mountaing, His base
and hie iImmense declivities are covered over with a numerous
progeny of his own, for every great eruption produces a new
mouetain; and, perhaps, by the nomber of these, better than
by any other method, the number of eruptions, and the age of
Jitna itself, might be ascertained.
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The whole mountain is divided into three distinet regions,
called La Regime Culla, or Piedmontese, the fertile region;
La Regime Sylvosa, or Nemoroesa, the woudy region; and La
Regione Deserta, or Sgoperta, or the barren region.

These three are ag different, both in climate and produc-
tions, as the three zones of the eartl:; and perhaps, with equal
propriety, might have been styled the torrid, the temperate,
and the frigid zone. The first region surrounds the foot of the
mountain, and constitutes the most fertile country in the world
on all sides of it, to the extent of about fourteen or fifteen
miles, where the woody region begins. It is composed almost
entirely of lava, which, after a number of ages, is at last con-
verted into the most fertile of ali woila.

At Nicolosi, whick is twelve miles up the mountain, we
found the barometer at 27 degrees 1§ lines; at Catania it
stood at 28 degree 8§ lines: although the former elevation is
not very great, probably not exceeding three thousand feet,
yet the climate was fotally changed. At Catania the harveat
wag entirely over, and the heats were insupportable; here
they were moderate, and in many places the corn is =g yet
green. The road for thesc ten or twelve miles is the worst ]
ever travelled ; entirely over old lavas and the mouths of ex-
tinguished volcanoes, now converted into corn-fields, vine-
yards, and crchards.

The frait of this region is reckoned the finest in Sicily, par-
fienlarly the fige, of which they have a great variety. One of
these, of a very large size, esteemed superior 1n flavour to all
the rest, they pretend is peculiarto Atna.

The lavas, which, ag 1 have already said, form this region of
the moununtain, take their rise from an infinite number of the
mokt beaatiful litfle monotains on earth, which are every where
scattered on the immense declivity of Aitna. These are all
of a regular figure: either that of a cone, or a semisphere;
and all but & very few are covered with beauvtiful trees, and
the richest verdure: every eruption generally forme one of
these mountainy., As the great crater of MEina itself is raised
to such an epormous height above the lower regions of the
mountain, it is not possible that the infernal fire, raging for a
vent, even round the bhase, and no doubt vastly below it,
should be carried to the height of twelve or thirteen thoueand
feet, for probably so high i the summit of Altna. It has there-
fore generally happaned, that after shaking the mountain and
its neighbourhood for gome time, it at las§ bursta open ita eide,
and this is called an eruption. At first it sends forth a thick
smoke and showers of ashes, that lay waste the adjacent
country ; these are soon followed by red-hot stones, and rocks
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of a great size, thrown to an immense height in the air. The
fall of these stones, together with the guantities of aghes dis-
charged at the same time, at lust form the eperical and conical
mountains I have mentioned. Sometimes this process is
finighed in the course of a few dayr; sometimes it lasts for
months, which was the cagsein the great eroption of 1669. In
that case, the mountain formed is of a great size ; some of them
are not less than eight miles round, and upwards of one thou-
sand feet in perpendicular height; others are not more than
two or three miles round, and three or four hundred feet bigh.

After the new mountain is formed, the lava generally burste
out from its lower side, and bearing every thing hefure it, is
for the most part terminated by the sea.  This is the common
progress of an eruption; however, it sometimes happens,
though rarely, that the lava bursts at once frem the side of the
mountain, without all these attending cirenmstances ; and this
is commonly the cuse with the eruptions of Vesuvius, where
the elevaiion being 80 much smalier, the melted matter iz ge=-
nerally carried up inte the erater of the mountajn, which then
exhihits the phenomeua I have described ; discharging showers
of stones and ashes from the mouth of the voleano, without
forming any vew mountain, but only addisg considecably to
the height of the old one, tilt af lust the lava, risjiug near the
summit, hursts the side of the crater, and the eruption is de-
clared. This has titernlly been the case with two eruptions 1
have been attentive witness of in that mountain; but Eia
is opon a much larger scale, and one crater is not enough to
give vent 1o such oceans of liquid fire

Recupern as=ores me lie saw, in an eroption of that mouvn-
fain, large rocks of fire discharged to the height of some thou-
wand fest, with a noise much more terrille than that of then-
der.  ITe measured from the time of their greatest elevation
till they reached the grownd, and found they touvk tweaty-one
secouds to desvend ; which, secording to the rule of the gpaces,
being as the siuares of the times, amonnts, I think, to up-
wards of seven thousund feet—a mwost astonishing height
gurely, and requiring a force of projection beyond what we
Lave any eonception of. I measured the beight of the explo-
sous of Vesuvius by the same rule, aud never observed any of
the rtones thrown from 1t to take more than vine seconds to
decend, which shows that they bad risen to littie more than
tw olve hundred feet.

Chur Tindlord at Nicolosi gave us an account of the singular
i be of the beautiful country near Hybla, at uo great distance
from hence. It wag so celebrated for its ferkility, and par-
Jeularly for its honey, that it was called Mel Pagsi, till it was
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overwhelmed by the lava of Ftna ; and having then become to-
talty barren, by a kind of pun, its name was changed to Mal
Pasei. Ina second eruption, by a shower of ashes from the
mountain, it soon re-assumed its ancient beauty and fertility,
and for many years was called Bel Paspi. Last of all, in the
unfortunate era of 1669, it was again laid under an ocean of
fire, and reduced to the most wretched sterility, since which
time it is known again by its second appellation of Mal Passi.
However, the lava in its course over this beautiful country,
hag left several little islands or hillocks, just encugh fo shew
what it formerly was. These make a siugulur appearance, in
all the bloom of the most luxuriant vegetation, sgrrounded and
rendered almost inaccessible by large fields of black and
rugged lava. The mountain from whence the first eruption
iesued that covered Mel Pasei, is known by the name of Mon-
pelieri: I was steuck with its beautiful nppearance at a dis-
tance, and could not resist the desire I had of examining it
mimutely, as well as of observing the effects of the two erup-
tions that overwhelmed this celebrated country.

Monpelieri ia rather of a splherical than a conical shape, and
doee not rise in perpendicularheight ahuve three hundred feet,
but it is so perfectly regular on every side, and =o richly over-
spread with froits and flowers, that 1 conld not leave so hea-
venly & spot without the greatest regret.  Its cop or crater is
large in propertion to the mountain, and is a8 exactly hol-
lowed cut as the best made bowl. I walked quite round its
ontward edge, and think the circumference must be somewhat
more than a mile.

This mountain was formed Ly the fivst eruption that des-
troyed the country of Mel Dassi, and is of u very old date. Tt
buried a great number of villages and country houses, and par-
ticularly two noble churches, which are more regretted than
all the rest, on account of three statues, reckoned at that time
the most perfect in the island. They have attempted, but in
vain, to recover them, as the spot where the churches stood
could never be justly ascertained. Indeed, it ix impossible it
should ; for these chnrches were built of lava, which it is wel}
known is immediately melted when it comes into contact with
a torrent of new erupted matter: and Massa says, that in
some eruptions of Atna, the lava has poured down with such
a sudden impetuosity, thatf, in the course of a few hours,
churches, palaces, and villages, have been entirely melted
down, and the whole run off in fusion, without leaving the
leant mark of their former existence. But if the lava has had
any cousiderable time to cool, this simgular effect never

happeus.
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The great eruption of (69, after shaking the whole country
arpund for four months, ond forming a very large mouontain of
stones and ashes, burst ont about a mile above Monpelieri and
descending like a torrent, bore directly against the middle of
that mountain, and (they pretend) perforated it from side to
side ; this, however, I doubt, as it must have broken the re-
gular form of the monntuin, which is not the case. But certrin
it i that it pierced it to a great depth. The luva then divided
into two branches, and surrounding this menntain, joined
again on its south side; and laying waste the whole coantry
bhetwixt that and Catania, scaled the walls of that city, and
poured its flaming torveut into the ocean, Inits way, it is
said to have destroyed the possessions of near thirty thousand
people, and reduced them to beggary. [t formed saveral hills
where there were formerly valleys, and filled up a large lake,
of which there is not now {le least vestize to be seen.

As the evenis of this cruption are better known than any
other, they tell a sreat wany singularstorics of it, one of which,
however incredible it may appear, is well ascertained. A
vineyard, belonging tu a convent of Jesuits, lay directly on
ite way, 'Thig vioeyard was formed on an ancient ava, pro-
bably a thin one, with a number of caverns, aud crevices under
it. 'The lignid lava entering into ihese caverns, scon filled
them up, and by degrees bore up the vineyard ; and the Jesuits,
who every moment expected to see it buried, beheld with
amazement the whole field begin to move off. 1t was carried
on the surface of the lava to a considerable distance, and
though the greater part was destroyed, yot svme of it remaina
to this day.

We went to examine the mmouth from wlience this dreadful
torrent issued, and were surprised to find it only a small hole,
of about three or four vards diameter. The mountain from
whence it sprung, I think, is little less than the conical parts
of Vesuvins.

There is a vast eavern on the opposite side of it, where
neople go to shoot wild pigeons, which breed there in great
abundance. The innermost paris of this cavern are 80 very
diemal and gloomy, that our laudlord told us zome people had
lost their senses from having advauced too far, imagining they
saw devila and the spirits of the dammed; for if is still very
generally believed here that Etna is the mouth’of hell.

We found a degree of wildness and ferocity in the inhabi-
tants of this mountain that I have not ohseived any where else.
It put me in mind of an observation the Padre della Torre (the
historiographer of Mount Vesuvius) told me he had often made
in the confines of Naples—that in the places whete the air is
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most impregnated with sulphur and hot exhalationg, the people
were always most wicked and vicious. Whatever truth there
Inay be in the cbservation, the people about Nicolosi at least
seem to confirm it. The whole village flocked round ue, and
the women, in particular, abused us exceedingly, the cause of
which we at Jast found was, that Fallarton’s blooming com-
plexion and white ekin had made them take him for one of
their own sex. They made a great clamour, ond it was with
difficulty we could appease them. The person whom Recu-
pero had appointed to accompauy us, known by the name of
Cyclops (the man in the island that is best acquainted with
Mount Htna,) was ordered by them uot to go with us; and
if we had not at last obtained their consent by soothing and
flattery, the best method with women, he durst not have dis-
obeyed them. At first we had been obliged to shut the gate
of the court, they were 80 very noisy and tumaltuous; but
when our landlord (a priest,) for whom we had letters from
Catania, assured them that we woere Christians, and came
with no bad intentions, they hecame more moderate, and we
ventured out amongst them. This confidence soon aequired
theirg; and in a short time we became good friends, and hada
great deal of conversation.

It was with much difficulty T could persuade them that we
were not come to search for hidden treasures, a great quantity
of which they believe is to be foond in Monpelieri: and when
I went to that mountain they were then fully convinced that
this was our intention. Two of the men followed me, and kept
a closs eye on every step that I teok; and when I lifted any
hit of lava or pumice, they came running up, thinking it was
something very precious; but when they observed they were
only bits of stone, and that I put them into my pocket, they
lavghed heartily, talking to one another in their mountain jar-
gon, which is unintelligible even fo Ifalians. Iowerver, as
most of them speak Itallan so as to be understood, they asked
me what [ was going to make of the bitz of stone? 1 tcld
them they were of great value in our country ; that the people
there had a way of making gold of them: at this they both
seemed exceedingly surprised, and spoke again in their cwn
tongne. However, I found they did not believe me; one of
them told me if that had been true I certainly woeld not have
been 5o ready in telling it ; but, said he, if it 18 g0, we will
serve you for ever if you will teach us that art, for then we
ghall be the richest people on earth. I assured them that I
had not yet learned it myself, and that it was a pecret known
only to very few. They were likewise a good deal surprised
to eee me pull out of my pocket s magnetical needle and a
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emalt electrometer, which - had prepared at Catania to ex-
amine the electrical state of the air; and I was at firet afraid
they should have taken me for a conjurcr (which you know
aiready happened among the Apennines), but luckily that idea
did not strike them.

On oor way back to Nicolosi, we were joined by three or
four more, with their wives. 1 began to be z little afraid of
rayself, lestthey should insist on knowing the secret. How-
ever, I took out my bits of lava, and told them they were at
their service, if they had any occasion for them. But they re-
fused them, saying, they wished to tiie Yirgin and St. Agatha,
that I could take away the whole of it, ax it had roined the
tinest country in all Sieily.

One fellow, who assumed an air of superior wisdom and
dignity to the rest, made them form a cirele round him, and
begau to interrogate me with great dignity and composare.~
1t was with difficolty I could keep my countenance ; but as I
was alone with them, at some distance from the village, I was
afraid of offending. He desired me to answer him with trath
and precision, what were the real motives of our coming so
fatiguing and disagrecable a jotiroey. I told him, on my word,
that we had no other motive but curiosity to examine Mount
Atoa. On whicl, laughing to one another with great con-
tempt, ¢ I'n bel rayione questo, non e vers 2" said they—( A
very prefty reason, truly.g The old fellow then asked me
what conatry we were of, [ fold him we were Inglesge. “ K
dov’ e lore peese ' waid he—{( Whereabouts does their country
tie?) I told him it was a great way off, on the other side of
the world, “ Da vers,” said the fellow; “e credono
in Christo guelli Inglese 2 —(Do these English believe in
Christ ) 1 told him, laughing, that they did. < Ah?!* said
Lie, shaking his head, ** ned pure che won credono troppo.”—(1
suppose they don’t believe too much.) Owe of the company
then observed, that he remembered seversl of these Inglese
that had paid visits to Mount %tna, aud that they never yet
coutd find out their motive; but that he recoilected very well
to have heard many of their people say, that the Inglese hada

ueen that had burnt in the mountain for many years past, and
that they supposed fhese visits were made from some devotion
or reapect to her memory. [ assured them that the Inglese
had but teo litile respect for their queens when they were
alive, snd that they never troubled themeelves about them
after they were dead; however, as all the others con-
firmed this testimony, 1 thought it hest to say little againatit;
but I was extremely curious to konow who this queen might
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be. They alleged that T knew much better than they, but
added that her name was Auna.

1 could not conceive what Queen Anne Liad doue to bricg
her there, and wag puzzling mysclf o find it out, when one of
them soon cleured up the atter; he told me Rt was wife to
a king that had been a Chllafnn, and that she had made him a
heretic, and was in consequence condemned to burn for ever in
Mount XHina. In short, I found it was no other than peor
Anne Boleyn. As soon as I mentioned the name, © 8, sig-
nar,” gaid the fellow ;  Pistessn, Distessa, I connosce meglio che
not.""—{ Yes, sir, the self-same—you know her better than we.)
I asked if her hosband was there too, for that he deserved it
much more than she. * Certainly,” said he, * and all his heretic
subjects too; and if you are of that sumiber, you need not be
in such a hurry to get thither, as you will be sure of it at laet.”
I thanked him, and went to juin our company, not a little
amused with the couversation,

We soon after left Nicolosi, and in an hour and a half’s fra-
velling, over barren ashes and lava, we arrived vn the confines
of the Reyione Sylrosa, or the temperate zone, Az 500D 28 we
entered these delightful forests, we seemed to have got into
apother world, The air, wlich before was sultry and hot,
was now copl and refreshing; and every breeze was loaded
with & thousand perfumes, the whole ground being covered
over with the richest aromatic plants. DMany parés of this
region are surely the most heavenly spots upon earth; and if
Adna resembles hell within, it may with equal juastice be said
to resemble paradize without.

It i3 indeed a curious consideration, that this mountain
should re-unite every beauty and every horror; and, in short,
all the most opposite and dissimilar oljects in nature. Here
you observe a gulf, that formerly threw out torrents of fire,
now covered with the most lnxuriant vegetation, and from an
abject of 1error become oue of delight. Ilere you gather the
most delicious frait, rizing from wh.Lt was but lately a black
and barren rock. IHere the ground ig covered with every
flower; and we mey wander over theae beauties, and contem-
plate this wildernees of strests, without considering that hell,
with all its terrors, is immediately under our feet, and that
but a few yards separate us from lakes of linuid fire and brim-
stone,

But our astonishment still increases on casting our eyes on
the higher regions of the mountain. "There we hehold in per-

tual union the two elements that are ot perpetual war—an
immense gulf of fire, for ever existing in the midst of snown
which it has not power to melt, and immense tields of spow
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and ice, for ever surrounding this gulf of fire, which they have
not power to extinguish.

The woody region of Htna ascends for ahont eight or nine
miles, and forms a zone or girdie of the brightest green all
around the mountain. This night we passed through a little
more than the half of it, arriving sometime before sunset at
our lodgings, which was no other than a large cave, formed
by one of the most ancient and venerable lavas. Tt is called
La Spelonca del Capriole, or the Goat’s Cavern, because fre-
%;Jented by those animals, who take refuge there in bad wea-
her.

Here we wera delighted with the confemplation of many
grave and beautiful objects; the prospect on all sides ig im=
mensge; and we already seemed to be {ifted up from the earth,
and to have got info a new world.

Our cavern is surrounded by the most stately and majestic
oake, of the dryv leaves of which we made very comfortable
bede; and with our hatchets, which we had brought on pur-
pose, we eut down great branches, and in a short time had a
tire large enough to roast an ox. 1 observed my thermometer,
and found, from 71 degrees at Nicolosi, it had now fallen be-
low 60 degrees. The barometer stood at 24 degrees 2 lines.
In one end of our cave we slill found a great quantity of
grow, which seemed o he sent there on purpose for us, there
was 10 water to be found.  With this we filled our tea-kettle,
us tea and bread and butter was the only supper we had pro-
vided, and probahly the best to prevent us being overcome by
gleap or fatigue.

Not a great way from this cavern, are two of the most
beautifol mountains of all that nember 1hat spring from Aitna.
I mounted nne of our beat mules, and with a good deal of dif-
ficulty arrived at the summit of the highest of them, just a
little before punset. The prospect of Sicily, with the surround-
ing sea and all its islands, are wonderfully uotle. The whole
course of the river Semetns, the ruins of Hybla, and several
other ancient towns, the rich corn-ficlds and vineyards on the
lower region of the mountain, and the amazing number of
beautiful mountaine below, made a delightful gcene. The
hollow craters of these two mountaing are each of them con-
siderably larger tlan that of Vesuvivs, They are now filled
with stately oaks, md covered to a great depth with the rich.
est goil. T observed that this region of Aitna, like the former,
is composed of lava; but this is now covered so deep with
earth, that it is nowhere to be reen but in the beds of the tor-
rents. In many of these it is worn down by the water to the
depth of fifty or eixty feet, and in one of them atill consider-
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ably more. What an idea does not this give of the nmazing
antiguity of the eruptions of this mountain ?

As goon as it was dark, we retired to our cave, and took
posseseion of our bed of leaves. OQur rest, however, was
goon disturbed by the noise of & mountain thatlay a good way
off on ourright. It dischiarged quantities of smoke, and made
several explosions like leavy cannon at a distance; but what
is singular, we could observe mo appearance of fire. This
mountain was formed by an eroption in 17606, now upwards
of four years ago, the fire of wlich is not vet extinguished,
neither is the lava by any means eold. This lava spent its
fary on a most beautifnl forest, which it laid waste to the ex-
tent of & good many miles. In mapy places it has run inte
gulleys of a great depth, which it hos filled up to the height,
we are told, of two hundred teet. Tt is in these places where
it retaina the greatest heat. Onour road to-day, we serambled
ap the lava, and went a considerable way over its surface,
which appeaved perfectly cold; but it is certain that in many
places it still emits volumes of smoke, particularly aftor rain ;
and the people say, what I can readily hiclieve, tiat this will
continpue to be the case for some yeurs, where the lava is
thickest. A solid body of fire some hundreds of feet thick,
and of so great an extent, must certainly refain its heat for
many yeara, The surface, indeed, svon becomes bluck and hard,
and encloger the linuid fire within, in a kind of solid box,
excloding all impressions {from the exterpal nir or from the
weather, Thuy I have seen, many menthy after eruptions of
Mount Vesuvius, a bed of lava, though only a few feet thick,
has continued red-hot in the centre afier the surface was eold,
and a atick thurst into the crevices instantly ook fire, although
there was no perceptible heat without.

Massa, a Sicilian author of credit, says e was at Catania
eight years after the great eruption in 166Y, and {hat he «till
found the lava in many places was not cold ; but there ia an
eagy methed of caleulating the fime that bodies take to cool,
Sir Isuac Kewton, [ think, in his aceount of ihe comet of 1630,
supposes the thnes to be as the squares of their dismneters;
and finding that a olid bull of metal of two inchey, made red-
hot, required upwards of an hour to become perfeetly cold,
made the caleulation from that to a body of the diameter of
the earth, and found it would require upwards of twenty
thousand years. If this rale bejust, you may easily compute
{he time that the lava will take to hecome thoronghly coid:
and that you may have time to do =0, I shall here break off
my lefter, which 1 am obliged to write in bed, in & very
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awkward and and disagreeable posture, the cause of which
shail be explained to you in my next. Adien. Ever yours.

SUMMIT OF AETNA.

Catania, May 29, af night.

AFTER getling n comfortable nap on our bed of leaves in the
Spelonca del Caprivle, we awvke about eleven o’clock, an
meitiug dewn a sufficient quantity of snow, we boiled our tea-
kettie, and made a hearty meal, to prepate us for the remaining
part of our expedition.

We were nine in number, for we had our three servanis,
the Cyclops (our conductor), and two men to take care of our
mules. 'the ('yclops now began to display his great know-
ledge of the mountain, and we followed Lhim with implicit
confidence. He conducted us over * antres vast and deserta
wild,” where scarce a human foot had ever tred. Sometimes
through gloomy forests, which by daylight were delightful,
but now, from the universal darkness, in the rustling of the
frees, the heavy duoll bellowing of the mountain, the vast ex-
panse of ocean stretched at an bomense distance below us, in-
spired a kind of horror. Sometimes we found ourselves ag-
cending great rocks of lava, where, if our mules should make
but a false step, we might be thrown headlong over the pre-
eipice. However, by the assistance of the Cyclops, we over-
came all these difficulties; and he managed watters so well,
that in the space of two hours we found we had got above the
regions of vegetation, and had left the forests of Atna far
beliud. These appeared now like a dark gloomy gulf below
us that surrounded the mountain.

The prospect before us was of a very different nature : we
beheld an expanse of snow and ice that alarmed ug exceedingly,
and almost staggered ourresolution. [n the centre of this, but
8till af a great distance, we deacried the high summit of the
mountajp, rearing its tremendous head, and vomiting out tor-
rents of smoke. It appeared altogether inaccessible, from the
vast extent of the fields of snow and ice that surrounded it.
(Our difidence was still increased by the sentiments of the Cy-
clops. Hetold us it often happened that the surface of the moun-
tain being hot below, melted the snow in particular spots, and
formed pools of water, where it was imposuible to foresee
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our danger; that it likewise happened that the aurface of the
water, a3 well as the snow, was somelimes covered with
black ashes, that rendered it exceedingly deceitful; that how-
ever, if we thooght proper, Le would lepd us on with as much
caution as possible, Acuudmgl\, after hwlding a covneil of
war, which yvou know people generally do when they are very
much afraid, we detached our cuvalty to the forcst Lelow,
and prepamd te climb the snows. The Cyclops, after taking
a great dranght of brandy, desired usto be of good cheer, that
we had plenty of time, and might take az many rests as we
pleawed ; that the snow could he little more than seven miles,
and that we certuinly should be able to pass it before snorise.
Accordingly, taking each of ug a dram of ligueur, which soom,
removed every objectivn, we bexan our march,

The ascent for zome time was not steep, and as the surlace
of the snow suank « little, we bad tolerable good footing ; but
ag it soon began to grow steeper, we found cur labour greatly
inereased ; however, we determined to persevere, calling to
mind in the midst of our labour that the Emperor Adrian, and
the philosopher Plate, had undergone the same, and from the
same motive, tuo, to see the rising son from the top of Astna.
Afterincredible Iabour and futipue, but at the same time mixed
with a great denl of pleaynre, we arrived before dawn at the
roins of an ancient structure, called XN Furie del Filosafo,
au})posed to have Yeen built by the philosopher Empedocles,
who touk up his habifation lere the better fo study the nature
of Mount Btna. Dy others it is qupposed to be the rujus of o
temple of Vulcan, whose shop all the world knows { where he
used to make excdlent thunderbolts and celestial armour, as
well ag nets to cateh his wife when she went astray) was
ever kept in Mount Etna.  Ilere we rested ourselves for some
time, and mauke a fresh application to our liquenr hottle
which I am persuvaded both Vuelean and Fmpedocles,had they
been here, would greatly approved of after snch a march,

I fovud the mercury had fallen To 20 degrees G lines. We
had now time to pay our aderatious in a silent contemplation
of the sublime objects of nature. ‘The sky was clear, and the
irmmense vault ot the heuvens appeared iu awful majesty and
eplendour. We found ourselves more struck with veneration
than when helow, and at first were at a loss to know the
cause, till we observed with astonishment that the number of
gtars seemned to he nfinitely increased, and the light of cach
of them appeared brighter than usual. Fhe whiteness of the
milky-way was like a pure flame that shot across the heavens,
and with the naked eye we could observe clusters of stars

D
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that were invisilde in the regions below. We did not at first
attend to the cause, nor recollect that we lLad now passed
through ten or twelve thousand feet of gross vapour, that
blunts and confuses every ray, before it reaches the surface of
the earth. We were amazed at the distinctness of vision, and
exciaimed together, *“ What a glorious situation for an obser-
vatory! Had Empedocles had the eyes of Galileo, what dis-
coveries must he not have made ™ We regretted that Jupiter
was not visible, as I am persuaded we mizht have discovered
some of his satellites with the naked eye, or at lenst with a
small glass which I had in my pocket. We cbserved a light
a great way below us on the mountain, which seemed to
move amongst the forests; but whether an fguis fatuns, or
what it was, I shall not prelend to say. We likewise took
notice of several of those mefeors called fulling-stars, which
still appeared to be as much elevated above us as when seen
from t]i‘le plain; so that in ali probability those bodies move in
regions much beyond the bounds that some philusophers have
assigned to our atmosphere.

After contemplating these objects for some time, we set off,
and soon after arrived at the foot of the crater of the moun-
tain. This iz of an exact conical figuve, and rises equally on
all sides. It is compused svlely of ashes and other Lurnt ma-
terials, discharged from the wouth of the voleang, whicl is in
its centre. This conical movntain is of a very great size; its
circumference cannot be less than ten miles. [Iere we tovk a
gecond rest, as the greatest part of our futigue still remained,
The mercary had fallen to 20 degrees 43 lines. We found this
mountain excessively steep, aud although it had appeared
black, yet it was likewise covered with snow, but the surfuce
(lackily for ug) was spread over with a pretty thick layer of
aghes thrown out from the eraler, Had it not been for this,
wa never should have been able to get to the top, as the snow
was every where {rozen hard und solid, from the plercing cold
of the air. _

In about an hour's climbing, we arrived at a place where
there was no snow; and where a warm and comfortable va-
pour izsued from the mountain, which induced us fo make
another halt. Here I found the wercury at 19 degrees 61 lines,
The thermometer was fallen three degrees below tha point of
congelation, and before we left the summit of Etna, it fell
two degrees more, namely to 27. Trom this spot it was only
about three hundred yards to the highest summit of the moun-~
tain, where we arrived in full time o see the most wonderful
and most sublime sight in nature.

But here deseription must ever fali short, for no imagination



SICILY AND MALTA. 14

bas dared to form an idea of so glorions and so magnificent a
scene. Neitlier is there on the surlace of this globe any one
point fhat unites so many awful and sublime objects.  The
immense elevation from the surface of the earth, drawn, as it
were, to o eingle point, willivut any neighbouring mountain
for the senwes and imagination to rest upon, and Tecover from
their astobishment in their way dowa to the world. ‘This
point, or pinnacle, raised on the brink of a bottomless gulf as
old as the world, often discharging rivers of fire, and throwing
ont burning rocks with a unise that shakes the whole island.
Add to thig, the uvubounded extent of the prospect, compre-
hending the greatest diversity and {he most beautiful scenery
in nature, with the rising sun advancing inthe east, to illu-
minate the wondrous scene.

The whole atmosphere by degrees kindled up, and showed
dimly and faintly the bonudless prospect around. Both sea
and land lovked dark and confused, ns if only emerging from
their original ¢haos, and light and darkness seemed =till undi-
vided, till the moruing, by degrecs advaneing, cum}}ieted the
separation. The stars are extinguished, und the shades dis-
appear. The forests, which but now seered Dblack and hot-
tomless gulfs, from whence no ray was reflectad to show their
form or colours, appear a new creation rising 10 the sight,
catching life and beauty from every increasing beam. The
scene gtill enlarges, snd the Lorizon seemsy to widen and ex-
pand itself on ull sides, till {he sun, like the great ('reaior,
appears in the east, and with his plastic ray completen 1he
mighty spectacle.  All appears enchautment, and 1t is with
difficulty we can believe we are still on carth. The senses,
unaceustomed to the sublimity of such a scheme, are bewil-
dered snd confounded ; and it is not till after some time that
they are capable of separating and judging of the vhjects that
compose it. The body of the suu is seen rising from iLhe ocean,
immense tracks both of sea and land infervening ; the islanda
of Lipari, Panari, Alicudi, Btromboli, and Volcane, with their
smoking summits, appear under your feet; and you look down
on the whole of Bicily as on a nap, and can trace every river
through all its windings, from its sovrce {o its mouth. The
view is absolufely boundless on every side, nor is there any
one chject within the circle of vision o interropt it, so that
the sight i3 every where lost in the immensity ; and I am per-
suaded it is only from the imperfection of our organa, that
the coasta of Africa, and even of Greece, are not discovered,
as they are certainly above the horizon. The circumference
of the visible horizon oun the top of Aftnn, cannot be leas than
two thousand milgs. At Malta, which 13 near two hundied
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miles distant, they perceive all the eruptions from the second
region; and that island is often discovered [rom abont one-
li}f the elevation of the mountain; #o that at the whole ele-
vation, the horizon must ¢xtend to near double that distance,
or four hundred miles, which makes eight huudred for the di-
ametor of the eircle, and two thousand lour huudred for the
circumfercnce. But this is by much too vast for our senses,
not intended to grasp sc Douudless a scene. [ fiud, indeed,
by some of the Sicilian aathors, particularly Masea, that the
African coast, as well as that of Naples, with many of ite
islandas, have been discovered from the top of Hina. Of this,
however, we eannot boast, though we can very well helieve
it. Indeed, if we kuew the height of the wmountain, it would
De engy to caleulate the extent of e visible Lorizon; and, vice
wersa, if its visible Lorizon was exactly ascertained, it would
he an easy atter to caleulate the beight of the mountain.
But the most beautiful part of the scene is certainly the moun-
tain itself, the island of Sicily, and the munevous islands lying
round it. All these, by a kind of magic in vision, that I am
at a loss to account fur, secm os if they were brought clese
ronud the skirts of Aitua, the dislunces nppearing reduced to
nothing. Perhaps this singular effeet is prodoced by the raya
of light possing from o rarer medinm iuto o denser; which,
(from a well-koown law in opties) to an observer in the rare
mediurs, appears to Wt up the objects that are at the botfom
of the dense one; as a picee of money placed in a basin up-
pears lifted up as econ as the basin is filled with water,

The Hegione Deserta, or the frigid zone of Htna, iy the first
ohject that ealls your atfention. i3 marked out by a circle
of enow and ice, which exteuds on all sides to the distanee of
about eight miles. In the centre of this eircle, the great cra-
ter of the moeentain rears its burning lead; and the regions of
intenge cold and of intense lLeat seem fur ever to be unifed in
the rame point. On the porth side of the snowy region, they
agsnre nr, {liere ave several small lalos that are never thawed ;
and that in many places, the suow, wixed with the ashes and
#alts of the mountain, s accumuluded to o vast depth @ and in-
deed I rupposc the guantity of salts contained in thiz monn-
tain is one great reason of the preservation of ita snows. The
BRegione Deserta is immediately succeeded by the Sylvosa, or
the woody region, which forms a cirele or girdle of the most
beautiful greem, whick surrounds thie mountain on all sides.
and is certainly ove of the most delightful spots on earth.
This presents a remarkable contrast with the desert regiom,
It ie not smooth and even, like the greatest part of the latter;
but it is finely variegated Ly an infinite number of these hean-



SICILY AND MALTA. 1

tiful little mountaing that have been formed by the different
eruptions of Ftna. All these have now acquired a wonderful
degree of fertility, except a very few that are but newly
formed ; that is, within these five or six hundred years—fori$
certainly requires some thousavds to bring them to their
greatest degree of perfection. We locked down into the cra-
ters of these, and attempted, but in vain, to number them.

The cireumierevee of this zoue or great circle on KEtoa ig
net less than seventy or eighty miles. 1t i3 every wlere suc-
ceeded by the vineyurds, orcliards, and corn-fielde, that com-

oge the Regione Culta, or the fertile regiou.  This last zooe
1# much breader than the others, aud extends on all sides to
the foot of the mountoin. Ity whole circumforence, aceording
to Recupero, is 133 miles. Tt 1x likewise covered with o num-
ber of little conical and spherical mountains, aud exhibits a
wonderful variety of forms and colours, avd makes a delight-
ful contrast with the other two regions. It is bounded by the
gen to the south aud south-cust, and on all its other sides by
the rivers Semetus and Aleantara, which run almoest round it,
The whole course of these rivers is seen at once, and all their
beautiful windings through these fertite valleys, looked upou
ag the favourife possession of (‘eres hersclf, aud the very sceue
of the rape of her daughter Proserpine.

("ast your eyes a little fartier, and you embrace the whole
island, and see all its cities, rivers, aud mountains, delineated
in the great chart of vature: all fhoe adjacent islunds, the
whole evast of 1taly, az fhr as your eye van reach, for it is no-
where bounded, but every where lost in the space. On the
sun's first rising, the shadow of the mountain cxtends across
the whole island, and makes a large track visible even in the
sea and in the air. By degrees this jg shorteved, and in a
little time i3 confined only to the neighbouthond of Ltna.

We now had time té examine a fourth region of this won-
derfal mountuin, very different, inleed, frow the others, aud
productive of very different sensations, but which has undoubt-
edly given being to all the rest—I mean ihe region of fire,

The present crater of ihis immense veleano is a circle of
about three milea and a half in eircumference. Tt goes shelv-
ing dowa on each side, and {forms a regular hollow like a vast
amphitheatre. Trom many places of this space issue volumes
of sulphureons smoke, which, being mucl beavier thun the eir-
cumambient air, instead of rising in it, as swmoke, generally
does, immediately on its getting eut of the crater, rolls down
the side of the mountain like a turrent, {ill comiog to that part
of the atmosphere of the same specific gravity with iteelf, it
shoots off horizoutalty, and {orms a lavge track in the air, ac-
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cording to the direction of the wind, which, happily for us,
carried it exactly to the side opposite to that where we were
placed. The crater is 20 hot thut it is very dangerous, if not
impossible, to go down into it; besides, the smoke ig very n-
commodious, and, in many places, the surface is a0 soft, there
have been instances of people sinking down in it, and paying
for their temerity with their lives. Near the centire of the
crater iy the great mouth of the volcano—that tremendous
gulf, so celebrated in all nges, looked upon as the terror and
geourge both of thiz and suather life, and eqnally ueeful to
ancient poets or to modern divines, when the Muse or when
the Spirit inspires.  We beheld it with awe and with horror,
and were not surprised that it had been considered am the
place of the damned. When we reflect on the immensity of
its depth, the vast cells aud caverns wlhence so many lavae
have issued; the force of its infernal fire to raise up those
lavas to so vast o heixht, to support as it were in the air, and
everr to furce it over the very summit of the ecrater, with
all the dreadfal accompaniments; the beiling of the matter,
the shaking of the movntain, the explosions of flaming rocks,
&ec., wo mual aflow ihat the most enthusiastic imagination, in
the midst of all its terrors, hardly ever lormed an iden of a hell
more dreadful.x
It was with a mixfure Lotk of pleasure nnd pain that we
quitted this awful scene. But the wind had risen very high,
and clouds began to guther round the mountsin. In a short
*[* With grear fatigne, 1 at lengih reachied the DLrink of the
crater, and eould now Jook duwn into the caldron, which shelves
radnally to the depth of a hundred feet or so; the eircumferonce
einyg, secording 1o Gemellaro’s computatinn, above two miles.
There would thus have beey no difienity in walking Jdown into it;
hut the sulphureous yaponr rising from thonsands of small epenings
was an insurmottitalde obsta and yeb 1 gukdes assured uy that
the amoke was o incun-iderable that it could not be seen from
Catanta. In the middle of the Loltm of the crater opened many
deep blnck holes, irom wlich isucd the thickest snnke. When a
gust of wind swopt into the callron, its Lettom wonld for a short
moment be clewred, and then displayed 1 large field of sulpher,
strewed over with stones and fragments of lava. The mein eolour
is a decided yellow, which, through inmumerahle shades, softens
into the palest white, or darkena tv o red hrown., From the side
wallg, single Yava rocks here and Lhere jut ont, npon which this play
of colours is woat apparent. They are covered on the upper side
with a coating of enlphnr of the liveliest yellow; the shady side
asses through a magnificent orange into strong red and a rusty
town."— 1Waaderings throrgh Sicily aid the Lovant; Berlin, 1834
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time they formed like another heaven below us, and we were
in hopes of secing a thundengatorm under our feet—a scene that
is not uncommon in these exalted regions, and whick I have
already seen on the top of the high Alps; but the clouds were
soon dispelled again by the force of the wind, and we were
disappointed in our expectations.

I had often bren told of the great effect produced by dis-
charging a gun on the top of high proontaina, [ tried it here,
when wo weve a good deal surprized fo find that, instead of
increasing the sound, it was almost reduced to nothing. The
report was not equal to that of a pocket-pistol—we compared
it to the stroke of a atick on a dour; and surely it is consistent
with reason, that the thinner the air is the less its impression
muat be cn the ear; for in a vacuum there can be no noise, or
no impression can be made; and the nearer the approach to
a vacuum the impression must always be the smaller. Where
those great effects have been produced, it must have been
amongst o number of mountaing, where the sound is rever-
berated from one to the other,

When we arrived at the foot of the cone, we observed some
rocks of an ineredible size, that have been discharged from the
crater. The largest that has been observed from Vesuvius is
a round one of about twelve feet diameter, These are much
grgater; indeed, almost in proportion of the mountains to each
other.

On our arrival at the Furre del Filasofo we could not help
admiring, tlat the ruins of this structure have remained un-
covered fur go many ages, so near the top of Altna, when
thousands of pluces at a great distance from it have been re-
peatedly buried by its lavas in a much shorter time—a proof
that few eruptions have risen so high in the mountain.

Empedocles was n native of Agrigentum, and is supposed
to have died 40 vears hefore the Christian era.  Perhaps his
vanity more than his philosophy led him to this elevated situa~
{ion; pay, it i said to ave carried him stil) much farther :—
That he wight be looked upon as a mod, and that the pecple
might suppose he wag taken up to heaven, e is recorded fo
lhave thrown himself Lendlong into the great gulf of Mount
Altna, never supposing that his death could he discovered to
manlingd ; but the treacherous mountain threw out his slip-
pers, which were of brass, and announced to the world the
fate of the philosopher, whe, by Dis death, as well ag life,
wanted only to impose upon maukind, nnd make them believe
that he was greater than they.

However, if there is such a thing as philosophy on earth,
this surely ought to be its weat, The prospectis little inferior
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to that from the summit, and the_mind enjoys a degree of se-
repity here, that even few philoalphers, 1 believe, could ever
boast of on that tremendous peint. Al natare lies expanded
below your feet in her gayest and most loxuriant dress, and
you still behold under cue poing of view, all the seasons of the
year, and all the climates of the earth, 'The meditations are
ever elevated in propovtion to the grandevr and sublimity of
the objects that surround vs; and here, where you have all
nature to arouse your admwiration, what mind can remain in-
active?

It has likewise been observed, and from experience 1 can
gsay with troth, thut ou the tops of the highest mountaina,
where the alr is so pare aud refised, and where there iz not
that immense weight of gross vapours pressing upon the body,
the mind aets with greater fieedom, und all the functions
both of soul and body ave performed in o superior mavner. It
would appear that, 1 proporfion as we ure raised above the
habitations of men, all low aud vulgar sentiments are left be-
hind, and that the souwl, in approaching the ethereal regions,
shakes off its earthly affections, and already acquires some-
thing of their celestial purify.  Ilere, where you stand under
a serene sky, and bebold with cqual sorenity the tempest and
storm forming helow your feet—the lightuing darting from
cloud to clond, and the thunder rolling round the mountain,
and threateping with destraction the poor wretehes below—
the mind cousiders the liftle storms of the human passions as
equally below her nofice. Surely the situation alone iz enough
to inspire philosopliy, and Empedocles had good reason for
choosing it.

But, alas! how vain are all our reasonings! In the very
midst of these meditalions, my philovephy was at once over-
get, and in & moment I found mysclf relapsed into a poor mi-
serable morfal, was obliged {0 own that puin was the greatest
of evils, and would have given the world to Lave been once
more arrived at those humble habitations, which, but a mo-
ment before, T had looked down upon with such contempt.
In running over the ice, my leg folded under we, and I re-
ceived so vielent a sprain, that in a fow minutes it swelled to
a great degree, und I found mysell unable to put my foot to
the gronnd.  Every muscle and fihre was at that time chilled
and frozen by the extreme cold, the thermometer eontinuing
gtill below the point of congelation. It was 1his circnm-
stance, I suppose, that made the pain so vielent, for I 'lay a
congiderable time wn the ice in great agony; huowever, in
these exalted regivus it was impossible to have o horse or car-
riage of any kind, and your poor philosopher was obliged to
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hop on one leg, with two en supporting him, for several
miles over the snow ; and our wags here allege that he left the
greatest part of his philosophy behind him, {or {he use of Em-
pedocles’s heirs and saceessors,

I was happy to get to my mule; but when T once more
found mysell on our bed of leaves in the Spelonca del Capriole,
I thought I was in Paradise. 8o troe it is, that a removal of
pain is the greatest of pleasures. The agony 1 auffered bad
thrown me into a profuse sweaf and a fever; however, in an
instant I fell fast asleep, and in an hour aud o hialf awaked in
perfect health, 'We had an excellent dish of tea, the most re-
freshing and agreeable T ever drank in all my life.

We left the summit of the mountain about six o'clock, and
it was eight at night before we reached Catania. We ob-
gerved both with pleasure and pain the chauge of the climate
as we descended.  From the regions of il most rigid winter,
we soon arrived at tliese of the most delightful spring.  On
first entering the furests, the trees were still hare as in De-
cember, not a single leaf to be seen: but after we had de-
weended a few mmiles we found ourselves iu the mildest and
the softest of climates, the trees in full verdure, and the tields
covered with all the flowers of the sammer; but as soon as
we got out of the woods, and entered the terrid zone, we
found the heats altogether insupportable, and snffered dread-
fully from them before we reached the city. (n the road I
saw many mountains which I intended to have visited, hut
my sprain put it out of my power.  Oue of the most remarka-
Dle is culled the Monte Pellnse, the Java o’ which destroyed
the great aqueduct of Catania for eightesn wonths, 1t has
here oud there left o few arches, but nothivg of any con-
seuence,

Not far from this monutain stands the Moute Vietoria, une
of the most beautiful of all the sumereus fumily of Atma, IE
19 of a pretty large size, and perlectly regular, und seens 1o be
in the gayest dress of any.  Many of ity trees, which at a dis-
tance we tuok to be oruuges and citrous, appeared to be fufull
blow. It was the lava of this mountain that is said to have
covered up the port of Ulysses, which is now three miles disg-
taut from the sea; bot T should suppesze thia eraption te have
heen much older than Ulysses or Troy.

On our arrival at Catania, we went immediately to bed,
being exceedingly oppressed Ly the futipue of our expedition,
but still move by the violent heat of the day—a day n which
T hiuk Thavecojoyed agreater degree of pleasire and sullired
a grester degree ol puiu than in suy other day of my life.

o
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As my leg continues very mmch awelled, I am still confined
to my room, and mestly, indeed, to my bed, from whence 1
have written you the greater part of these two episties, the
enormous length of which I am ashamed of. However, as I
have still omitted severul articles that I intended to take
notice of, T shall add a sequel to-morrow, and so conclude my
aceount of Mount Aitna.  Had it not been for this abeminable
sprain, that holds me fast by the foet, you probably had not
got off soeasily ; but I am obliged to drop all further thoaghts
of climbing mountains, theuzh there are many things I still
wented to examine,  Adieu.  Ever yours.

HEIGHAT QF ATNA—ELECTRICITY —~NATURAL
PROVGCTIONS,

Catenin, May 30.

W tool care to regulate two harometers at the foot of the
mountain, one of which was left with the Canonico Recupero,
and the other we corried along with us. The former, our
friend aseirres us, had no sensible varistion during our ab-
seuce.  We both lelt, and fonnd it at 20 inches 24 lines
Euvglish measere. On our arrival at Catauin, the one we
carried up with us had risen again exactiy to the same point.

I have likewixe a good uicksilver thormometer, which I
horrowed from the Neapolitun philosopher, the Padre della
Torre, whar furnished wa with letters for this place, and would
have accompanied us, could he bave ohlained leave of the
Ring. It is made by Adams at Loudou, and (ss I myself
proved) exactly gradoated froin the {wo poiots of freezing
and boiling wuter. It is opon Fahremheit’s seale, T shall
mark e hetghts in the different regious of Fina, with the
rules for eathmating tae elevation of mountains Ly the barome-
ter, which, 1 am sorrv t0 say, lisve been litherto o very ill
wacerlained 5 Cassind, Booueer, and the others who have written
on the subject, 1o the reproach ol science, differiug 0 much
amengst themselves, that it is with dibiculty we can come
near the troth.

Atua has beon often mwasared, hut T helieve never with
any degree of aceuracy; and it is reslly a shame to the society
esfablished in thut place, ealled the Jincan Academy, whose
original wstitution was te study the nature aud operations of
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this wonderful mountain. It was my full intention to have
measured it geometrically ; but I am sorry fo say, although
this is hoth the seat of an academy end university, yet there
was no quadrant fo be had, Of all the mountaing I have ever
seen, Adtna wonld be the casiesl to measure, and with the
greatest cerfainty, and perhaps the most proper place on the
globe to establish an exuct rule of mensuration by the baro-
meter. There is a beach of a vaet extent, that begins exactly
at the foot of the mountain, and runs for a great many miles
along the coast. Tle sea-mark of thig beach forms the merj-
dian to the surnmit of the mountain. Ilere you are sure of a
{)crfect level, and may muke the huse of your trivngle of what
ength you please. DBut unflor{ienately this mensuration has
never been executed, at least with a toleratle degree of pre~
cigion.

Kircher pretends to have measured it, and to have foond it
4000 French toises in height, which is more than any of the
Audeg, or indeed than any moantain upon earth. The Italian
mathematiciuns are still more absurd,  Some of them make it
eight miles, some six, and seme four.  Amici, the last, and T
believe the best who has made the attempt, reduces 1t to 3
miles 264 paces; buteven this must be excredingly erronecus ;
and probably the perpendicular height of Fiton does not ex-
ceed 12,000 feet, or Jittle more than two miles. ] shall mark
the different methods of determining lLeiglits by the barometer,
and you mway choose which you please. [ believe the allow-
ance in all of thewm, particulurly in great elevations, where the
air is so excecdingly thin aud light,is much too small. Mikeli,
whose menstrations are exleemed moere exact, has over found
it go. Cassini allows, I thivk, ten French toises of elevation
for every line of mercury, adding one fout to the first ten, two
to the second, three to fhe third, aud so on, But surely the
weight of the air diminishee in o much greater proportion.

Boguer takes the difference of the logarithms of the height
of the barometer in lines (supposing these logurithms to con-
sist only of five figures); from this difference be takes awa
a thirtieth part, sud what remains he suppuses to be the dif-
fereuce of elevation. T du wot recollevt his reason for this
suppusition; but the rule seems to be still move erroneovs than
the other, and has Leen entirely laid wside. I am told, that
accurate experiments Lave beeu made at Genevy, to establish
the mensuration with {be barometer, hut T have not yet been
ahle to procure them. Mr. de la Hire allows twelve toises
four feet for the line of mercury; and Picart, one of the most
exact French academiciuns, fourtecn toises, er abuut ninety
English feet,
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HEIGRT OF FAHRENHEIT'S THERMOMETER.

At Catania, May 26, at mid-day P
Ditto, Mu.y 27, at five in the morning . 72
At Nicolosi, 12 miles up the mnuntam mid- day 78

At the cave, calied Spelonca del Caprmle, in the second
region, where thore was still a considerahle qnant.lty

of Bnow, at seven at night . . 61
In the same cave, at half an ‘hour past cleven 53
At the Torre di:1 Filoegofo, in the third regmn at th:cc in )
the morning 341
At the foot of the crater of Xtna 33
About half way up the crater 29
(a the summit of Ftua, a little before sunr:se vae 27
EBEIGUT OF THF BARODHETER I¥ 1%COES AMD LINES. i L.
At the pearide at Catanin . 29 83
At the v:llage of Piedwente, In the firg region \ of Ttoa 97 8
At Nicolosi, in the rume region 27 1%
At the Caatnnno de Cente Cavalli, m the nccnml 1er*wn 26 &b
At the ‘%pulonca del Caprivle, in the sccond region ... 24 2
At the Torre del Yilosofo, in the third rcglon .. 20056
At the foof of the crater . 20 4}
Within about 300 yards of the summit . ..o 19 8L
At the summit of Etna (rupposed to be about} i9 4

The wind at the summit was so violent that I could not
make the ohzervation with perfeet exactness; however, I am
pretty cortain that it was within Lalf o linc.

I own I did nol Loieve that we shenld find Etoa so high.
1 had heard, indeod, that it wis higher than any of the Alps,
but 1 never gave eredit to it Ilow great, then, was my as-
tonistiment to fnd that the mercary fell almost two inches
lowoer than I had over ebaerved it on the very highest of the
accessible Alps. At the same time, Tam persuaded there are
many imeee=silde polnia of the Mps (particularly Munt Blane),
that are still much higher than Lina.

T found the magnetical needle greatly agitated near the
summit of the mountain, {(the adre della Torre told me he
had wade the sane chservation on Vesuviug); however, it
always fixed at the vorth point, though it took longer time in
fixing than bedow.  Dut what Yeeopero told me happened to
him was very sipgular. Sooun after the cruption 1755, he
placed his compass ou the lava,  The needle, he says, to his
great astonishment, was agitated with much violence for some
considerable time, till ot last it entirely lostf its magnetical
power, standing judiseriminuiely af every point of the com-
pass; and this it never after recovered, till it wan again
tonched with the loadatone.
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The wind, and my unfortunate sprain together, in a great
measureg prevented cur electrical experiments, on which we
had built not a little; howoever, I found that round Nicolosi,
and particularly on the {op of Moupelieri, the air wasin a
very favourable state for electrical operations. Ilere the little
pith-balls, when isolated, wore sensibly affected, and repelled
each other above an inch. I expected this elecirical state of
the airwould have increased as we advanced on the mountain,
but at the cave where we slapt, T 20nld observe no such effect.
Perhape it was owing to the exhalations from the trecs and
vegetables, which are there excoedingly luxuriant ; whereas,
about Nicolosi, and rouud Montpelieri, there is bardly any
thing but lava and dry liot sand. Or perhaps it might be
ewing to the evening belng furthor advanced, and the dews
beginning to fall.  [Iewever, I have no deubt, that upon these
mountains formed by crupion, whers the air is strongly im-
pregnated with sulphurccus effluvia, grent electrical disco-
veries might be wade.  And, [Juh.a]a-., of all the TensO0ng ag=
gigned for the wonder{ul \cget wion that clnthes this mouniain,
there s nowe that coniributes so wuch towards it ag this
constant cloctrical state of the air; for, from a variety of
experiments it has been found, that an increuse of the elee=
frical matter adds much to the progress of vegetation. It
probably acts there in the same mauner a8 on the animal body ;
the virculation we know is perfurined quicker, and the juices
are driven through the smail vossels with more ease wnd ce-
Yerity,  This has olflem heen proved frome the dmmediate
removal of ihstruclions by electeieity ;) und probably the rab-
bing with dry and warm e, estecined so efficacions in
such cages, is doing nothiog snure than exciting o greater de=-
gree of el(-chu"ty In the part; Lot it Las likewise been
demonstrated, by the comnum XL, ament of making waler
drop through a smnll eapiilary sephiey, which; the moment i6
is elech‘lﬁod_ cuns 0 a fall sireans | h TV, 11111&!{’(], very little
doubt, that the ferlility of our seasous dl")(‘]l.(]'-{ us much un
this mmlltv in the air, o= citler on its Lieafs or meistore.

I:.lectnel‘_\' will pmhahlv gumnm b considered us the great
vivifying principle of Nafuve, by whicir she earries on ‘most
of her operativns. It ix a fifth diosnent, diatiuet from, aud of
a snpzrior natore to the other foor, whieh caly compose the
corporeal parts of matter: it thio sabbide and active fluid is
a Jand of sonl that pervades and qrickens every particle of it,
When ancqual f{L.:rut ty of thix i diffiized tivongh the air, and
ever the face of 1l earth, every thing contiunes ealm anid
ruict; Lut it hy suy aceidest oo it ol atter has acquired
a g‘L"I.tll quantity thun anciher, the mest dreadful conge-
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guenced often ensue before the equilibrium can be restored.
Nature seems to full into convulsions, and many of her works
are destroyed: all the great phenomena are produced—thunder,
lightniog, earthqualkes, and whirlwinds : for 1 believe there is
little donbt that all these frequently depend on this sole canse.
And again, if we look down from the sublime of nature fo ite
minutize, we shall still find the same power acting, though
perhaps in less legible characters; for as the knowledge of its
operations is still in its infaney, they are generally misunder-
stood, or ascribed to some other cause. However, I have no
doubt that in process of {ime these will be properly investi-
gated, when mankind will wonder how much fhey have heen
in the dark. It will then possibly be found, that what we
call sevsibility of nerves, and niany of those diseases that the
faculty has as yet only invented names for, are owing fo the
body'm being possessed of too large or teo small a guantity of
this suhbtile and active fluid—that very fluid, perhaps, that is
the vehicle of all our fecliugs, and whicl they have so long
searched for in vain in the nerves; for I have sumetimes heen
led to think that this semse was nothing elsze than a slighter
kind of electric effect, to whick the nerves serve as conductors,
and that it is by the ramd cireulation of this penetrating and
animating fire that our scnsations are performed, Weall know
that in damp and hazy weather, when it seems to he blunted
and absorbed by the humidity—when its activity ia lost, and
littie or none of 1t ¢on be collected—we ever find our spirits
more languid, and our sensibility less acute: but in the siroceo
wind at Naples, when the air scems totally deprived of it, the
whole system is unstrugr, aud the werves scem to lose both
their fension and their elastictly, till the north or west wind
awakens fhe activity of 1l suimating power, which soon
resiores the tone; and enlivens all nature, which seemed fo droop
and languish during jis absence.

It iz likewise well known that ihere have Leen inatances of
the human body beeoming electric witiwout the mediation of
any electric substance, and even emitting sparks of fire with a
disagreeable sensation, and an extrente degree of nervous sen-
sibility.

About seven or cight years apo, a lady in Switzerland was
affected in this muoner, and though 1 was ot able to learn all
the parliculars of her case, yet several Swiss gentlemen have
confirmed fo me the {ruth of the story.  She wae uncommonly
sensible of avery change of weather, and Dad her electrieal
feelings strongest in a clear day, or during the passage of
thunder-clouds, when the air is known to be replete with that
fluid. Her case, like most others which the doctors can make
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nothing of, was decided to be a nervous one; for the real
meaning of that term I take to be ouly that the physician does
not understand what it is.

Two gentlemen of Geneva had a short experience of the
game eort of complaint, though still in o much saperior de-
gree. Professor Haussure and young Mr. Jalabert, when
travelling over one of the high Alps, were caught amongst
thunder-clouds, and, fo their utter astonishment, found their
bodies so full of electrival fire, that spontaneons Hlashes darted
from their fingers with a crackling noise, and the same kind of
sensation as when strongly electritiod by art. Fhis was com-~
municated by BIr. Jalabert to the Academy of Sciences at
Paris, T thiuk ir the year 17063, and you will find it recorded
iz their Memoirs.

It seems pretty evident, I think, that these feelings were
owing to the body's bring possessed of too great a share of
electric fire. This 19 an uncommon case, but I do not think it
at all improbable that many of our invalids, particularly the
hypocondrine, and those we call melades {maginaires, owe their
disagreeable feelings to the opposite cause, or the body's being
poszcssed of too small a quantity of this fire ; for we find that
a diminution of it in the air seldom fails to increare their un-
eagy sensations, aud vive veps.

Perhaps it might e of serviee 1o these peaple to wear some
electric substance next their skin, {o detend the norves and
fibres from the damip or non-electric air. I would propose a
waistcont of the finest flanuel, which shoold Le kept perfectly
clean and dry ; for the efifuvia of the body, in case of vuy vio-
lent perspirations, will soon destroy it2 clectric quality: this
should be covered with anofher ol the same size, of silk.  The
animal heat, and the friction that excercive must oceasion be-
twixt these two substances, (woduce a powerlul electricity,
and would form a kingd of vleetrie atmospliors aroond the body,
that might possibly be vne of the besf preservatives against the
effect of dnmps.

As for our swiss lade, T iave itths doubt that hor complaints
werg owing in great part, perhaps enfirely, to her dress ; and
that avery swall alteration, almest in any part of it, would ef-
fectually have cured lier. A lady who lias her head surrovnded
with wires, aud Ler hair stuek tull of metal pins, and who,
at the same time, stands upon dry silk, it is to all intents and
purposes an electrical condnetor insnlated, and prepared for
collecting the five from the atwo=phere; and it % not at all
gurprising that, doring thunder-storms, or when the air is ex-
tremely veplete with clectrical matter, she should emit sparks,
and exhibit other appearances of electricity.  Fimaginea very
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trifling change of dress, which, from the constant versatility
of their modes, may some day take place, would render this
lady's disease altogether epidemical amongst the sex. Only
let the roles of their shoes he made of an electric substance,
and Jet the wires of their caps, and pins of their hair, be some-
what lengthened and pointed outwards, and 1 think there is
little doubt that they will often find themselves in an electri-
fied state. But indved, if they only wear silk, or even worst=
ed sfockings, it may sometimes prove sufficient; for [ have often
insalated clectrometers as perfectly by placing them on a piece
of dry ¢ilk or flanmel as on a glass.

How little do our ladies imagine, when they surround their
heads with wire, the most powerful of ull conduetors, and at
the same time wesr etockings, shoes, and gowns of silk, one
of the most powerful repellents, and they prepare their bodies
in the same manner, and according to the same principles, aa
electricians prepare their condnctors for attracting the fire of
lightaing. If tlhv_\' cannct be brought to relingnish their wire
caps and their pins, night they not fall vpon such preserva-
tives as thuse which of late ycars have been applied fo objects
of less consequence ©

Ruppose that every lady shonld provide herself with a smalt
chain or wire, {n bo liovked on at pleasere during thuander-
gtorms. This should pass from her eap over the thickest part
of her linir, which will prevent the fire from being communi-
cuted to her head, and so down {o the pround. Tt ig plain that
thia will act ju the same manner as the conductora on the tops
of steeples, wlich, from the metal spires that are commonly
placed there, snnlagons tu the ping and wires, were 30 liable
to accidents.  You may luugh at all this, but I assure you I
never was more serious in my lile, A veryamiable lady of m
acqraintance, Mrs. Douglas of Kelso, had almost loat her life
by one of those caps moanted on wire, =he was standing at
an open window doring a thunder-stoym; the lightning was
attracted Ly the wire, and the cip was burnt to ashes; hap-
1ily, her haae was in the paforal #tute, without powder, pomu-
tum, or ping, nod prevented the fire from beiug conducted to
her head; fur as she {1t no kind of shock, it is probable that
it went off frum the wires of the cap to the wall, elose to which
she then stood.  1F it had funud any coudunetor to carry it to
her hrad or body, in all probatrlity she must have been killed.
A good atropg heud of hair, if it be kept perfectly clean and
dry, is probably one of the best preservatives apainst the fire
of lightmug,  But asozoom as it i stofled full of powder and
pomatan, and bouud together with ping, ity repellent force iy
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lost, and it becomes a conductor.» But I beg pardon for these
surmiees ; I throw them in your way ounly for you to improve
upou at your leisure, for we have it ever in our power to be
making experiments in electricity. And although this fluid is
the most subtile and active of any we know, we ¢can command
it om all occasions; and I an now so¢ accustomed to all opera-
tions, that 1 seldom comb my hair, or pull off a stocking, with-
out observing them under some form or other. How surpris-
ing is it, then, thut mankind should have lived and breathed
in it for eo many thousand years, without almost ever sup-
posing that it exisfed. But to return to our mountain.
Becupero told me he had observed the same phenomenon
here that iy commeon in the eruptions of Mont Vesuvius, namely,
red forked lightning darting from the smoke, without being
followed by the nuise of thunder. The reason possibly is,
that the crater and smoke is at that time so highly elee-
trical, that, like a cylinder or globe heated by friction, it
throws off spontanecus flashes into the air, without beiog
brought into the attraction of uny conductor orbody less electric
than iteelf (indecd, the spontancons discharges from a good
electrical globe often bear a perfect resemblance to this kind
of lightning}; however, if a non-clectrie cloud were fo pass
near the crater at that time, the crash of thunder would pro-
bably he very viclent, whicli indeed is often the case when the
air is full of wet clonds in the time of an eroption ; but when

* Since the writing of thess lettors the anthor has made gome ex-
perimenta on the electricity of bair, which tend still fo convince
bim the more of what he haa advanced. A lady has told him, that
on combing her hair in frosty weather, in the dark, she had some-
times obeerved sparksof fire to jssue from it. This made him think
of attempting to collect the electrical fire from bair alone, without
the assistance of any other electrical apparatus. To thia end he
desired a younp lady to stand on a cake of hees’ wax, and to comb
her sister’s bair, whe was sitting on a chair before her. Soon after
she begen to comb, the young ladyon the wax was greatly astonish-
ed to find her whole body electrified, darting cut sparks of fire
againat every object that approached her. The hair was extremely
efectrical, and zffected an electrometer nt & very great distance.
Ho charged a metal conducter from it with great ease, and in tha
ppaco of a few minutes collected as much fire immediately from the
air a8 to kindie common epirits; and by means of s small phial,
gave many smart shocks to all the company. A full account of
theso experiments was lately read before the Royal Society, They
were made during the time of a ¥ery hard rost, and on a stroug
head gf hair, where no powder or pomatum had been used for many
months.
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this does not happen, the equilibrium is probably restored by
degrees, and witgggt auy shock, from the surplus of electrical
matter being gradually communicated to the earth and sea
all around the mountsin, the immense lavas that have run
from it serving as condctors.

5o highly electric is the vapour of volcanoes, that it hae been
obaerved in aome eruptions both of Atna and Vesuviue, that
the whole track of smoke, which sometimes extended above &
bundred imiles, produced the moat dreadfni effects—killing
shepherds and flocks on the mountaing, blasting treew, and
setiing fire to houses, wherever it met with them on an elevated
situation. Now, probably the flying of a kite, with a wire
round its string, would soon have disarmed this formidable
clovd. These effects, however, only Lappen when the airis
dry and little agitated ; but when it is full of moist vapour, the
great rarefiction from the heat of the lava generally briogs it
down in violent torrents of rain, which scon convey the elee-
trica] matter from ihe cloods to the earth, and restore the
equilibrium.

As Recupero, who in a facetiousang an agreeable companion,
was kind enough to =it a good deal with me during my eon-
finement, I have gatherrd many remarks from his conversation
that may perhz:= be warthy of your attention,

‘The variety of walers ahout JEtna, he tella me, is surprising.
I have already mentioned the Fieme Fredde, oo the river of
Acis. Recupero confirimy what I hiad heen told of it.  There in
a lake on the narth of the mountain, of ahout three miles im
circumference, which receives several considerabile rivers ; yet,
although there is no apparent outlet, it never overflows its
banks. [ sugpested the probability of a sobtereaneons com-
munication betwixt this and the Fiume I'reddo.  He said there
wan 1o reseniblance iun the quality of their waters ; however 1
thick it ts probable that in a course of 40 many miles throogh
the caverna of Fiug, foll of salt= and minerals, it may acquire
both ity cold and its vitriolic gualilies.,

There is annther lake on the top of a mountain {o the went
of Ftun, the bottsm of which could never Le found., It is
observed never either to rise or fall, but always to preserve
the pame level. It ix undoubtedly the crater of that mountain
(which iz all of hurnt matter) couverted into a lake, The
river which wepplies the baths of Catauia is of a very different
pature : it never eontiuues the kame, but is perpetually chang-
img. Tts current iz for the most part eonfined under ground
by the Javas ; but sometimes it burats out with sech violence,
that the city bas suffered greatly from it; and, what is efill
more unfurtunate, these eruptions are geperally followed by
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some sapidemical distemper. It has now been comstantly
diminishing for these two years past, and is at present almost
reduced to nothing. They are in perpetunl dread of its break-
ing out, and laying waste their fields, as it has so often done
before. What ia singular, it generally burets out after a long
tract of the driest and warmest weather. The Etnean Academy
have never been able to account for this circumstance. T think
it is most probable that it arises from melting of the snows on
Kitna, but I shall not pretend to say how. These, perhaps,
overfilling the caverns that navally receive their water, the sar-
plus is carried off into this river.

The river of Alcantara certainly takes its rise from the
metting of these snows. Its watera, I observed, are of the
same whitish colour as all the rivers are that run from the
glaciers amongst. the Alpa. There are several periedical springs
on Etna, that flow only during the day and etop during the
night. These are natarally and easily accomnted for from the
melting of the snow ; fur it melts only dering the day, being
hard frozen every night, even in the hottest sengon., There
are likewise a variety of poisenous springs, some of po deadly
a quality that birds and bensts have been found lying dead on
their banks from having druvk of their water. But (what is
perhapa still more singular), Becupero told me, that about
twenty years ngo a reut opened in the mountain, that for a
congiderable time sent forth #0 mephitic a vapour, that, like
the lake Averpus, birds were suffocated in flying over it.

There are many eaverns where the air is 8o exiremely cold,
that it is impossible to support it for any {ime. Thess the
neasants make use of as reservoirs for the snow ; and, indeed,
they make the fivest iec-houses in ihe world, preserving it
liard frozen during the hottest summers. It would be endless
to pive an account of ail the cavernsz and other curious ap-
pearances about JFtna.  Kircher speaks of a cave which he
saw, capable, he savs, of containing thirty thousand men.
Here, he addy, numbers of people have been lost in going too
far. Une of these caverns still retains {he name of Proserpine,
from its being sapposed by the ancients the passage by whick
Pluta conveyed her into hia dominions.  On this occasion Ovid
deseribes Ceres as searching for her daughter, with two trees
which she had plucked from the mountain, and lighted by way
of torehies. These he calls ted, which is etill the name of o
tree I have peen nowhere bui on Mount .Etna. 1t producesa
great quantity of rosin, and was surely the most proper tree
Cerea conld have pitched upon for her purpose,  This rosin is
called caalana, and i estoemed a cure for sores.

I have mentioned the great variety of lowers, trees, &c., on
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Mount Eina. 1 have found a long lisf of them in Maesa ; but
as I am not acquainted with their Sieilian names, I can make
little out of it. I have engaged = person here to procure me
a collection of their seeds in the season. [ find of the number,
the cinnamon, sarzaparilla, snssafras, rhubarb, and many others,
that 1 thouglt had not been natives of Europe. The Prlma
Christi too, that plant so much cclelrated of lute, from the seed
of which the castor-vil is made, grows both here and in many
other places of Sicily in the greatest abundance.  Our botan-
ists have called it Rivinas ofmeriqanus, supposing it only to be
produced in that part of tie world. A Bath physician, 1 re-
member, lins lately writtena treatise on this plant, and the vir-
tues of the oil extracted from its seed, which he makes a sort
of ¢atholicon. You may helieve woe shall not leave Sicily
without providing ourselves with a quandity of this precious
seed.

Mount Fina, I find, i» as much colebrated hy the anciepis
as the moderns, for the variety of its odoriferous productions.
Plutarch says, that their smell was so =trong, that on man
places of the muountain it was impossille to huat. I ehall
trinscribe the passage as it i= hefre e in an old transiation
I have borrowed,  « Circom Ytpam jo =ieilia neminem ferant
cum ¢anibus venatum iri; quin enim multex perpetuo illic ut
ta viriderio prats, collesque flores mitfunt a fregantie, guee
eam oram veeupat, obfuscare ferarumn anhelationes,” &, Aris-
totle has Iikewise 1 paszage to the very same purpose; but this
iy suffice,

There wope fermerty a variety of wild heasts in the woody
regions of .Eina; hut notwithstanding this advantage they had
over the dogs and Lunters, the number of these is now greatly
redueed. They have wstill, himeeser, the wild hoar, the roe-
huck, and s kind of wild goat ; bat the wace of stags, which
was much celebrated, as well as thut of hears, is thought to be
extinct.  Reveral places of the mountain ure still named from
these apimals.

The horses snd cattle of Maunt Titna were estecined the best
in Eieily.  The cattle are «till of o hurge size, and have horas
of such a length that they ure preserved as euriosities in seme
nruseamy.  The horses, T o afraid, have degenecrated.

There are said to bo quantities of porcupines and land tor-
toises un wome parts of Fne: but we had not the good for-
tune fo meet with any of themm,  Neither did we see any eagles
ar vultures, which are likewise said to be inhabitants of
1his meuntain.

The aceounts given of Mount AEtna by the old Sicil’an au-
thory (several of whem | have horrowed from Recupero) are
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very various.  Some of them dereribe the hollow of the crrate
as being seven or cight miles in circumference, some make
it five, and others ouly three: aud probally all of them are
right ; for T find, Ly all their accounts, that generally ouce in
about one hundred years, the whole erater Las fallen down in-
to the bowels of the mouuiain : that in process of thme,a new
crater is seen peeping out of 1he gulf; which, perpetually n-
creasing hy the matter thrown up, is by degrees raised again
to its ancient height, til! at Jast, becoming too lieavy for its
hollow foundation, it again gives way, and at once siniks down
inte the mountain,  ‘This happencd about one hundred years
ago, in the year 1664, aa reckoued by Borelli, whose account
of it | have befure me. ¢ Universown cacumen, quod ad instar
speculae, sed turris, ad ingentem altitudinem elevabatur, quod
una cum vastn planitic arenosa depressa, atiue absorptaest in
profundam voraginem,” &e. The same likewisze lLuppened in
the year 1536, as recorded by Fazzello and Yiloteo, and in the
year, 3444, 1328, and 1157, Of ali these I have read an ac-
eount; but probably betwixt the two last mentioned, there’
has becu another that iz not recorded, as the lutervals betwixt
all the rest ure pretiy nearly eyual.

Some of them give a dreadful account of it,  Folcande, one
of their historians, tells us it shook the whole island, and re-
roonded through all its shores.  And their poet Erico says, on
the sume peeasion :

B'ode il sue gran muzite
I'er mille piagiec ¢ lidi.
The bellowing dire & thonsand lands rezound,
Whose trembling shores return the dresdivl sound.
In all probalility, this event will very soon happen, as the
circumlerence of the crater is nowhere recorded to have been
reduced o less than three miles: and Recupers sayvs it ig at
present only three miles and o liall; hesides, o hundred years,
the common period, have now elapsed since its last fall.

There are mauy stories of peaple perishing by their temerity,
in beiug too curivus speetators of the cruptions of this meon-
tain; but there are still many were of those that have been
miraculously saved Ly the interposition of some #aint or the
Yirgin who are supposed to be in a perpetunl state of warfare
with the devils in Mount ton. That part of the island where
HEtna stunds, hae ever been vamed I Val Demoni, from the
frequent apparitions of these devils. It makes one-third of
the island. The other two are named the Val di Koto, and
the Val di Mazzara.

There is one siory, though a very old one, that is still re-
lated at Catania; it is faken uotice of by Seneca, Aristotle,
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Strabo, and othera. In the time of a great eruption, when the
fire was pouring down u]l)un the city, and every one was carry-
ing off his most valuable cffects, two rich brothers, named
Aufinomius and Ana)izs, neglecting all their wealth, escaped
from the conflagration with tlieir aged parents on their backs.
These authors add, that the fire, respecting such filial piety,
spared them, whilst mauy others that took the same rond were
consumed. -

This action has been wondecfully extolled, and proves, I
thick, that feats of this kind were Uy ue meaus common in
those days. Now, pray, don't you think, in the world at pre-
sent, bad as it is supposed to be, there are few sons who would
pot have acted in the same mauner and sure Lam, the rest
of mankind would not Lave made sech 2 fuss about it.  Hu-
manity and natural affection, 1 believe, iu those ages wo are
inclined to extol so much, were not, by maoy degreca, so
powerful as they are at present, Even the pious Jneas Lim-
self, ope of the most renowned of all their Lierves, was in effect
but a savage, notwithstunding all that Virgil says to perauade
us of the contrary ; for you fiud him saciificiog bis weak and
captive ewemies, at the s time that he is canting sud
preaching u|r piety and justice.

These two Lruthiers were so celulivaled for this action, that
there wag a dispute betwixt =yvracose and Catania, which of
theae cities Lad given them birth: and temples were erocted
in both of them, dedicated to Filial Tiety, in mewory of the
event.

In the accounta of the more recent destructions of (atania,
there occurs uo justance of this sort. We find them only la-
menting the loss of priests and nuns, and very wuch out of
hunmour at their saints for allowing the devils to get the betler
of them. T have been a goud deal entertained with some of
those authurs.  Selvaggio, one of their povts, speaking of the
ferrible earthquake in the year 1764, that destroved Catania,
and burded nmltitudes of people in the ruins, describes it in
the following mauner, which may serve as a specimen of the
poetry of that time,

Catancam doles, dolar eal miserahile dicta :
Clara partens aptigue fuit; plobe, milite. clero,
Divitiie, auro, specie. vittule, trivmphie.

Heu ter motu ruil ihla potentia rerum !

Morte Tult juvenis, muoritur vir, sponss maribus.
LUnde superbit home T §eus una dirait hora
Turrcs orratus, +estes, cuncloaque paratas,

In tanto gemitu periit pars maxiioa genti,

Preh dolor! et monochi quadragints quatuoy et plus,
Et periit pastor putrise, putexr ipsa Johannes
FPantid nomor, lux regnd sl perlere.
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But another, Gustanavilla, one of their birforians, gives a very
different accoupt of this affair: as it is likewise somewhat
curious in its way. T ehall copy it for your amusement: “In
ommem terram, et in fines orbis terrie jam exiit plaga illa, qua
puper in Sicilia percussi sunt Catanenses in vigilia B. Agatha;
cum episcopus ille damnatissimus, (ui, sicut seitis, wibi sumpsit
honorem, non vocatus a Domine, tanquam Aaron, et qui ad
sedem illam, non electione canonica, sed (ieritica venalitate
intravit; cum, inguam, abominationis offerret incepsum, in-
tonuit de calo Dominus, et ecce terrie mutus factus est
magnus ; angelus epim Domini pereutiens episcopum in furore
Domini cum populo, et universa civitate subvertit.”  1e adds,
that if St Agathas veil bad not been produced, the angel of
the Lord was in such a fury, that he would uet bave left one
soul alive.
There is a curious painting of the great eraption in 1669, in
the cathedral of this place. It is but indifferently painted,
but gives a dreadful 1des of that event. Borelli, who wae
upon the spot, describes it. Tle says, on the 11th of Marel,
some tirne before the lava burst out, after violent earthquakes
and dreadfu} subterraneous bellowing, s rent was opened in
the mountain twelve miles lopg; in some places of which,
when they tirew down slones, lhey could not hear them
etrike the bottom. e savs, that burning rocks, sixty palms
i length, were thrown to the distanee of o mile; and that
the gianid; sapposed to be buried under Mount .Etna, seemed
to have repewded their war against lieaven: ihat stunes of a
legser size were carpjéed ppwards of three miles; and that the
thender and lightning from the spyocke Wwas scaree less terrible
than the noise of the mountain,  He adds, that ﬂllt:'rr‘\'ltxlxl& most
violent struggles aud shaking of the wlole jsland, wheoll the
lava at last burst through, it sprung up into tie air to ~the
height of eixty palms. In short, he describes tlat event, as”
well as the wniversal ferror and cousternation it occasioned,
in terme full of horror.  For muny weeks the sun did not ap-
pear, and the duy seemed to be chauged into wight, Suon
after the lava gut vent, wlich was nof till four months from
the time that the mountain begun to labour, a1l these dreadiul
symptoms abated, and it was soun after perfectly quiet,

He says this deluge of lire, after destroying the fiuest coun-
try in Bicily, and sweeping away churclies, villages, and con-
vents, broke over the lofty walls of Catania, and covered op
five of its bastions, with the jatervening curtains. From
thence, pouring down on the city, it destroyed every object
it met with, overwhelming and burying oil in one proniiscuous
Tain.
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What he regreta most, was some preciovs remains of anti-
quity, the names, the situation, ond even the memory of whose
existence, is now lost in the place. He mentions an amphi-
theatre, which Le calls Celliseo, the Circus Maximus, the
Naumachia, aud several temples,

An account of this great cruplion waa seut {o Charles I1.
by Lord Winchelsen, who was then returning from his em-
bassy mt Constantinople, aud stopped here on purpose to see
g0 remarkable an event. Dut lig lordship has not been at
that paina to examine it we could have wished. Ilis coriosify
was aalistied in one day; and Le soems to have been con-
tented only to lovk at the Tuva at a great distance, but did
not think of examiuing ite source, or escending tlie mountain,
although at that time all the wost formidable circumstances
of the ereption were already over.

I should not finish ilis account of Mount Atna, without
saying romething of the various fables and allegories to which
it has given rise; bat i would probably lead me into too vast
a field, aud give this more the air of a dissertatiom than a
letter or a journal. 'Fhege you will casily rvecollect. 'They
have afforded ample empioy ment for the muse, in all ages and
in all languages; and, indeed, the philosuphor and naturel
hiatorian have found, in the real properties of this mouantain,
as ample a fund of speculation, as the poets have done in the
fictitions. 1tis su often mentioned by the ancient writers,
that it Las been eaid of Fma as well as of Gireece—

Nullum cst sine homjne s2xuns.

However, ] am sfraid thia sayving was pyuch more applicable
toit furmcr‘.ly_thal:. itis Al Wecaet s for wo even found several
Jarge mountl s teat nad no name, and it does oot at all ap-
pear fiot the number of philosopbers in icily have by auy
1‘_,,;;;3 increased in the lutter ages.  Their muobition 18 now
E\nnnged; and if they can get a sainf tu keep the devils of
“Ana in order, they frouble themselves very little about the
cange of it operativay, wnd do not value their island half so
much for having given bicth to Archimedes or Eiapedocies, s
1o St Agatha und =t Roxalia,

The ancients, ag well as the moderny, seem ever ta have
vonsidered stoa &5 one of the highest mountaing on the globe,
There are many passages in their authors that show this,
though perbaps nune more strikingly than their making Deu-
calion and Pyrrha tuke refuge on the top of it, o save them-
s¢lves frum the universal deluge.«

. Cstnc!ynm_ﬁs quod noa Diluvium dicimus com fuctus est, omne
geous humanum intesiit preoter Doucslionem of Pyrrham, qui in
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1 shall now conclude thia long account of Mount Aina
with Virgil's celebrated description of it in the third Foeid,
which hus heen so mnch admired. You may compure it with
the following description by the fumous poet Raitano, Leld, I
assure you, in full as high estimation by the Sicilians.

Nel mezzn vereo V'ethere nvriceina
Euwma 1n fronte sua cinta di orrori,

E con ispavantevole rovina
limbemwba, ¢ con orrilili fragor!.
Bovente negri nubi ai ¢icl destina
Humanti di atro tarbineg, e di ardori,
Ergi ghotrbi U fiamiua, ¢ 8o lanbisee
Yc =telle omat con intuocate strisgie ;
Beogli, ¢ divelte vigeere di mmonte
Eruttando tal volta avido eslolle ;

E coun geniti vomuila, ¢ con Gnke
Liguilat:i waciynt, e in fomdo bolle.

Bo sings the Sicilian muse; your will not, however, hesitate
to give the preference to the Homan one, although the former
is evidently stolen from her.

— kHorriheis justa tonal JFtna ruinis,

Interdumgue atram | formipd ad myliera nubim,
Tarhine twnaatem pHeee vl candente faville,
Atiollitgue glubes HamMmaruin . of aiders Lubit.
Interdumyue seuplios, avelsgus viserrs muhiis
TRt eructuns. Hjuelactai e sadi s0D auTuy
Cum gemitu glomerat, fuudoegue eXmwatuat imo.

Bat both these bave been greatly outdous by the wonderful
mnagination of our great countryman, =ir Richard Blackoore,
who aceounts at cuce for the whola phenuiena of Etna, by
the simple idea of giviug the muountam a it of the colic—a
thought that had escaped wll the poets and philosophecs of an-
tiquity, and scems tor ever tv hive been reserved fur the pro-
found genius of this great waster and father of the bathes, I
have forgot the passuge, but you will ind it, I think, in Prince
Arthur. .

The philosophical poct, Lucreting, has likewise mentioned
the eruptions of Mount Erua; bot Vindar i3 the oldest poet
we know of that has taken any notive of then, Iis descrip=
tion ia, 1 think, the woest satisbciory of all, and couveys a
clearer idea both of the wovptain itselt, aod aneruption of the
mougtain, than either the Rewan or Sietlian poet, though it is
not near so mtch labonred, nor worked up with all that va-
riety of circumnstances they bave found means to introdoee.
Its greatest fauls is, that Pmdar hod stdl kept in view that
absord idea of the apcivuts, that Jupiter had boried the giants

montem Etnam qni altissimas in Sicilia esse divitur fogerunt &e—
Hiainge, ’
E
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under Mount Ena, and that their struggling to get loose was
the cause of its eruptions ; but even this he touches bat slightly,
as if ashamed to give such a reason. The passage is tranelated
into Englislk by Mr. West.
Mow onder amoking Cuma's sulphurons coast
And vast Sicills, tea his tortured breast,
By mowy Etnu, nurse of endless frost,
The mighty prop of heaven, for ever prest;
Forth from whove Baming caverns iesuing tise
Tremendaws fountainsg of pure liquid five,
Which veil in ruddy mists the noonday skies,
While wrapt in smoke ihe eddying finmes aapire;
Or gleaming thromgh the night with hidecos rar,
Far o'er the redd ning main huge rocky fragrments pour.

Thia passage decides what has been much disputed, that
£tna was, in these early ages, of as great an elevation as at
present. It has heen alleged, that volcances aiways increase
in height tilt they are extinguished, when they aro sepposed
to moulder down, and by degrees rink into the caverns that
are below them, like the astrunt, and the solfaterra at Naples:
however, we find that .Etna was at that time as now, ecovered
with eternal snows, and was supposed, like Atlas, to be one
of the great props of heaven. But what plezses me the most
in this description is, that it proves beyond the possibility of
& doubt, that in these very remote eruptions, it was commnon
for the lavas of _ttna to run a preat way ont tosen.  The con-
clusion, I think, iz fully as just, and perbnps not less sublime,
than the “ aeolugie riscera montis erigit erictans” of Virgil
which, 1 must owu, I think rather comes too near =ir Richard's
it of the celic.

Thucydides speaks of three eruptious of this meuutain, bot
is not so particular az we could lave wished. He does aot
mention the date of the first, bnt says it was the carliest after

ie arrival of the Grecksin Sicily, ‘The second happened about

he time of the §7th Olympiad, and the last in that of the #8th,
which was uearly about the period when Pindar wrote; so
that we cannot doubt that lis deseription is taken from the
accounts be had heard of some of these eruptions, the circum-
stances of whicl, uo douhit, at that tme, had aftorded matter
of conversation all over Gireeer,

I think we may now try to take leave of Eina, though 1
am afraid, duriog the remaiuder of our expedition, we shall
meet with nothing worthy to succend it. We shall sail from
hence to-morrow evening, and oxpect fo sleep ot Syracuse, as
it is only about filty miles distant, [ wliall write to you again
from the ruing of that celebrated city. Farewell. Ever yours.
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VOYAGE TO SYRACUSE.—RUINS OF THE CITY.

Syracuse, June 1sb

ON the 31at of Mey, we embarked on board a felneca, and set
eail for the mighty Syracuse, The wiud was favourable, and
for some time we went at a great rate. The view of Mount
Etna, for the whole of this little voyage, is wonderfully fine,
and the bold black coast, formed for near thirty miles
of the lava of that immense volecano, given the most awful
idea of its eruptions. There is wo part of this coast naarer
than thirty miles to its summit; and yet there has hardly been
any great ernption where the lava has 1ot reached the sea,
and driven back ita waters to e great distance, leaving high
rocks and promontories, that for ever set its waves at defiance,
and prescribe their utmoat hmits, What a tremendous scene
must the meeting betwixt these adverse elements have formed!

We may easily conceive the variety of changes this coast
has undergone in the space of some thousands of years, as
every great eruption must have made a considerable difference.
Virgil is woaderfully minute and exact in hLis geography of
Sicily ; and this is the only part of the island that seems to
be materiatly altered since his time. Hesays that there was a
large port at the fuut of Ftun, swhere ships were secure from
every wind:

Portus ab accessu ventorum immotas et ingenn ;

of which, at present, there nre not the least remaina. It is
probably the same that was called by the Sicilians the port of
Ulyssed, whick i often meutioned by their writers. The
place of its existence is atijl shown betwixt three and four
milen up the country, among the lavas of Ftna. However, I
can ree no sort of reason why they have called this the Port
of Ulysses; for surely Homer does not bring ki bero near the
precinets of Mount Etna.  Indeed, I think it is evident that
thia voleano did not burn during the time of Homer, nor for
some ages preceding if, otherwise it is not possible that he
would have said so much of Hiecily, without faking any notice
of ko grent and capital an object, which, of all others, the
daring and sublime imagination of Homer would have been
the most eager to grasp at. It is evident from his account
that Ulyssce landed at the westend of Sicily, oppoaite fo the
island of Lachaea, now Favignans, alost two hundred miles
distant from thie port.
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Virgil, with more judgment, lands his hero at the foot of
Mtoa, which gave him an opportunity of introducing some of
the finest descriptions in the HEuneid. Dut it is somewhat odd,
that here he makes Fuoeas find one of Ulysser’s companions,
who had escaped the rage of Polyphemus, and who bad lived
for several months in the woods and caverns of this mountain.
Virgil must have been aware of thie impropriety, as Le well
Iknew that Homer had landed Ulysses, and placed the cave of
Polyphemus =t the most distant point of the island. But he
cou?rr not prevail on himselt to pass Mount Ftna. He was so
thorouglity convineed that this was the most proper landing-

lace for an epic hero, us well ng the most proper habitation
E)r the ('yclops, that, by a buld poetical license, be has fairly
taken it for granted that Homer really mude it so.  Indeed,in
this passage, the pleasure ho ulfords tu the imaginativn of his
reader, makea an ample amends fur bis havieg imposed on his
judgment. Bot to return to our voyage.

The view of the mountain from the sea is more complete
and satisfactory than any where on the island. The eye takes
in a greater portion of the circle, and you obrerve, with more
distinctaess, huow it rises ovually on al) sides, from its im-
mense base, overspread with the beautiful little movntains 1
have mentioned, and at once ean trace the progresa of vege-
tation, from its utmast luxuriance to where it i checked by
the two extremes of hicat and cold,  The different regions of
the muuntain are distinetly navked out by their different co-
lours and different productions, exposing at once to the
ravighed eve every climate und overy season, with all their
variety—

YWhere blossoms. fruits, and fowers, tngether vise,
And the whole year in guy conflusivn livs.

The first region exhibils cevery object that characterises
mypmer and autumn ; the second, those of {he most delightful
apring ; the third, an eternal and vurclenting winter: and the
fourth, to complete the contrast, the regivag of unextinguish-
able fire.

The circumference of the great Las:e of Etua, Recupero told
me, he had been at a good desl of paing to ascertaiu, as it had
generally been computed at only & hundred miles, or littie
more, although the radii of that vircle had ever been esteemed
at thirty of those miles, an absurdity in computation that had
put him upou making thix inquiry. The result was, that
taking the supposed distances of one place from another, all
the ‘way roond, the sum of the whole smounted to %3 miles,
au immense circle surely, and which is =till eslarged by every
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considerable eruption, The whole of this circle ie formed of
lava and burnt matter; and I have ohserved, that near the
very outermost borders of it, there have been many little
eruptions that havo pierced through some of the thickest lavan
of Kfna. The small eruptions, at ko vast a dietance from the
great surface of the mountain, are probably occasioned by the
intense heat of the Java, which continues for many years,
rarefying the air in the caverns it has ron over, which, burst-
ing fourth from its priron, the lava einks down, and kindling
the sulphur and nitre with which these caverns are filled, ex-
hibits in miniature the phenomena of a great eraption.

There is u large sandy beach that extends from the mouth
of the river Simetus, a great way to the south of Catania,
and was prohably continued the whole way to the foot of the
mountain of Tavromjnnm (where there are still some remains
of the gast end ot it), till it was broken in upon many thou-
sand years ago by the lavaa of Xtna, which, from a flat sandy
sliore, have now converted it into a Ligh, bold, black iron
cvast. What js a strong proof of this—in many places where
they have rank deep wells, after piercing throogh the lava,
they bave at last come to beds of shella and sea sand.

There ia nothing else very interesting in the voyage {rom
Catanig to fyracose. If you will read the conclugion of the
third book of the Fneid, you will fiud a much better descri
tion of it than auy I can give you. The coast lies low, and,
except Fina, there are ne very striking objects.

We passed the mouths of several vivers: the firaf and moet
conaidvrable is the Glaretta, or river of =t. Paul, formerly the
Simetus, and under that name celebrated by the poets. The
nymph Thalia, after her amour with Jupiter, is supposed to
have been changed into this stream ; and, to avoid the resent-
ment of Juno, runk under ground near Mount Etna, and con-
tinued her subterraneous course to the sea. This Tiver was
navigable in the time of the Rowmauns, and Massa saye, the
only one in the island that was se. bt takes its rise on the
north side of JJotua, and surroundiog the west skirts of the
mwountzin, falls into the sea near the ruins of the anecient
Morgantio. [t no lunger sinks under ground as it did for-
merly ; but it is now celebrated for a quality it does not ap-
pear to have pogsessed in the thmes of antiguity, as none of
the old writers take votice of it It throws up near its mouth
great quantities of fne amber; this is carvefully gathered by
the peasants in the neighbourhood, and brought to Catania,
where it is nimnufactured into the form of ecrosses, beads,
seints, &c., and is rold at high prices to the superstitious
people on the continent. We bought several of these respect-
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able fignres, and found them electrical in a high degree;
powerfully attracting feathers, straws, and other light bodies;
somewhat emblematical, you will say, of what they represent.
Bome pieces of this amber containg flies and other insects
curiously preserved in its substance; and we were uot alittle
entertained with the ingenwity of one of the artists, who hes
left a large blue-bottle Ry, with ite winge expanded, exactly
over the head of a saint, to represent, he told us, lp Spirite
Santo descending upon him. 1 have got somoe fine pieces of
this amber, more electric, I think, and emitting a stronger
smell, than that which comes from the Baltic. The genera-
tion of this substance has long been a controverted point
among paturalists, nor do I believe it is am yef ascertained
whether it iz a sea or a land production. It is generally sup-

to be a kind of gum or bitumen, that issues from the
earth in a liquid atate, at which time the flies and other insects
that light upen it are caught, and by their struggles to get
loose, moon work themselves juto its enbstance, which harden-
ing round them, they are for ever premerved in the greatest
perfection.  Large fine pieces are constantly found at the
mouth of the Simetor, supposed fo have been brought down
by the river; but it is singular that nome of it is ever found
any where but on the sea-shore: they have likewise here a
kind of artificial amber, made, I am tuld, from copal, but it is
very different from the natoral.

Not far from the mouth of this river there are two of the
largest lakes in Sicily—the Beviere and the I'antana, the first
of which is supposed to have been made by Hercules, in con-
sequence of which it was held sacred by the ancients. They
are fall of a variety of fish, cne species of which, called moletti,
is much esteemed : tlie walting and exportation of these makes
a congiderable branch of their commerce at Leontini, which is
in that neighbourlicod : that city ix onc of the most ancient in
the island, and is supposed to have been the habitation of the
Lestrigons,

The Leontine fielda have been much farmed for their fertility.
Both Diodorus and Pliny assert that they yielded wheat a
hendred-fold, and that grain grew apontaneously here with-
oot ceitare; but this wan only during the reign of Ceren, and
in not now the case.

In a few hours' sailing wr came in =ight of the city of Ag-
gusta, which is beautifully pituated in a mmall island that was
formerly & peninsula; it was therefore called by the Greeks
Chersonesus. Toth the city and the fortifications seem con-
eiderable, and are eaid to containabout pine thousand inhabi-
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tonts. The ruins of the Little Hybla, so celebrated for its
honey, lic within & few miles of this place.

Some time before our arrival at Syracuse it fell a dead calm,
and we spied a fine turtle fast asleep on the surface of the
water. Our pilot ordered a profound silence, and only two
oars to row very gently, that if possible we might surprise
him. Every thing was put in order, and two men were
piaced rendy at the prow to secure the prize. We were all
aftention and expectation, and durst hardly breathe for fear of
disturbing Lim.

We moved slowly on, and the turtle lay stone-stiil : the two
men bent down their bodies, and had their arms already in
the water to seize lim. No alderman, with all deference be it
spoken, ever beheld hia furtle on the table with more pleasure
or security, or frasted his imagination more tusciously upon
the banquet. He was already our own in idea, and we were
ouly thinking of the various ways in which he should be
dressed ; when-~how vain and trapsitory all human posses-
pioas '—the turtie made a plunge, slipped through their ingers,
and disappeared in & monwent, and with him al} cur hopes.—
We looked very foolish at eacl other, without uttering a word,
ti] Fullarton asked me, in the most provoking mavner in the
world, whether I would choose a little uf the eallipash or the
callipee. ‘Fhe two men sheugped their shoulders, and said,
¢ Puxienza ;" but Glover told them i a rage, fhat all the pe-
zienza ou carth waa nol eqoal to a good turtle.

Soon atter this the renwius of the great Syracuse appeared—
the remembrance of whose glory, magniticence, and illustrions
deeds, hoth iu arts and arms, made us for gome time even for-
get our turtle.  But, alas! Tow are the mighty fallen! This
proud city, that vied with Rome itself, in now reduced to a
beap of rubbish, for what remains if it deserves net the name
of acity., We rowed round the greater part of the wallz
without sesing a human creature—those very walls that were
the terror of the Roman arms, from whenee Archimedes bat-
tered their fleets, and with his engiues lifted their vessels out
of the sva, aud dushed them agaivst the vecks, We found the
interior part of the city agreed but too well with its exfernal
appearance.  There was not an inn tv be found, and after vi-
siting all the monasteries and veligious fiatervities in search of
beds, we found the whole of them so wretchedly mean and
dirty, that we preferred at last to sleep on straw ; but even
that we could not lave ctean, but were eaten up with vermin
of every kind.

We had letters for the Count Gaetano, who made an apology
that he could not lodge us, but in other reapects showed us
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many civilities, particularly in giving us the uvse of his car-
riage, in explaining the ruing, in pointiog out every thing that
was worthy of onr attention ; and likewise in giving ny letters
of recomnendation fur Malta. e i a gemlleman of good
senke, and has written several freutises on the antiquities of
Sicily.

Of the fuur cities that composed the ancient Syraense, there
remaing ouly (htiria, by mueh the smolleat, sitgated in an
island of that vame. It s whout two miles round, and sup-
posed to vontain about foarteen Cwesand mhabitants.  The
ruing of the ofher three, Tyeha, Achrading, and Neapoli, are
computed at twenty-two miles in circomference, bat alimost
the whole of this space s now converted fute rich vineyarda,
orchards, and corn-ticlds: the wails of these are iudeed every
where buili awith hroken marlies full of vegravivgs and in-
periptions, buf wust of them are dufaeed and xpoiled. The
prinecipal remains of antignity are o theatre and amphitheatre,
muny sepulehres, the Lutomie, the Catieombs, and the fumous
ear of Dyonistus, which it was impossible to destroy.  The
Latomie uow makes a nolde sabterrateous garden, and 1% in-
deed one of the most heaatiful aud romantic spota I ever he-
held,  Mast of it is abweal one ludeed foet Lelow the level of
the eartii, and of an ineredilie extent. The whole is hewn
cut of o rock as hord az martds, cong 1 of a conerction of
ehella, erovell ood other marine Leadi 't buttom of this
fimnense guarey, decnr whenee probalidy the greater part of Sy-
racase was butlt, i now covered with oo exeeeding rich aml,
and as oo W ind fron any poeint of Tl compsiss can touely ity it
ig filled with a grat variety of the finest sbrbs and Fruit-trees,
which bear with vast luxnrizuee, and are pever blasted.  The
oranges, citrong, hergamots, pomesrauates, fies, &, are all of
a renarkable shae, and fine quality, Some of these treos, but
more partienlarly the olives, prow ond of the hard rock, where
fhere 15 no visihls scil, und exbhi'dt o very imcoiumon and
Pleasing nbpearanc.

There is a variety of wild and romnztie scenes 1o thia caris
ons garten, in the midst of wlich we were surprised by the
appearance of o fizure under oue of the caverns, that added
greatly to tle dignity sud solenmity of the place. 1t waa
that of an weed oy, with o long fowing white beard whieh
reached down fo bis middle. Mg old wrinkled face and
seauty groy bocks proneuneed bhinoao maeanber of some furmer
age os well ar ol this,  3lis onds, which wers shook by the
palsy, held uosorl of pilerings stall, and about his neck there
wan a string of biege beads with a cructiix bangiog to its end.
Had it not been for these murks of his later existence, [ don’t




SICILY &ND MALTA. 1058

know but I should have asked him whether, in his youth, ha
had not been acquainted with Theocritus and Archimedes,
and if he did not remember the reign of Dionysius the tyrant.
But he saved us the trouble, by telling us he was the hermit
of the place, and belonged to a convent of Capuchine on_the
rock abhove; that he had now bid adiea to the upper world,
and ways determined to spend the rest of his life in this soli-
tude, in prayer for the wretched mortals who inhabit it.

This figure, together with the scene in which it appears, are
indeed adinirably well adepted, and seflect a mutcal dignity
upen each other.  We left some money upon the rock ; for the
Capuchins, who are the greatest Leggars on earth, never
touch muney, hut save their too tender consciences, and pre-
serve their vows unbroken, by the simple deviee of lifting it
with a puir of pincers, and carrviug it to market in their sack
or cow!. This I have seeu more than once. We were much
delighted with ihe Latomie, and 1eft it with vegret: it i= the
very anme that has heen 2o much celebrated by Cieere, about
eightecn hundred vears ago: *Opus est ingens,” eays he,
“maguificum, regum ae tyrannorum. Totum ex saxo in mi-
randum altitudinem depresso,” &e. A little to the west of it
i# supposcd to huve stoud e country-house, the sale of which
you will remmember be gives so lively aud pleasant an acconnt
of, by whiclia goldsanth (1 bave forgot his name) cheated a
Rontan nobleman in o very ingenions manuer.

The var of Divnystas i< no 1ess o wonnment of the ingemuity
and mmgnificence than of the craclty of that tyrant. Itis o
Lhuge cavern cut out of the hard reck, in the furm of the hu-
man ear.  The perpeudicular height of it is about eighty feet,
and the length of this suornmons ear is not less than two hun-
dred and fifty. The cavern was said@ fo be zo contrived that
every gonud nade in it was collected and united into one
point, as into & fuens; tis was eslled the tywpanum @ and
exactly opposite to i the tyrant had made a small hole which
commaunicated with s littic aparinent where he used to con-
ceal himseif. e appiied hiz own ear to this hole, and is said
to have heard distinetly every word that was spoken in fhe
cavern helow.  “This apartment was no eooner finished, and a
proof of it made, than ke put to death all the workmen who
had been emploved init. e then confined all that he aus-
pecterd were his ensinics ; and, by overbearing their conversa-
tion, he judged of their gailt, and condemmed or aequitted ac-
cordingty,

- Ag this chamber of 1Yorvsius is very high in the rock, and
now totzlly inaccessible, we had it not in our power to make
ES
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E;:iof of this curicus experiment, which our guides told us
¥ been done some yeara ago by the captain of an Fnglish
ahip.

'lEhe echo in the ear is prodigious, much superior o any
other cavern I have seen. The holes in the rock, to which the
prisoners were chained, etill remain, and even the lead and
Iron in several of them. We surprised a poor young porcupine
who had come bere to drink, of whom our guides made lawful
prize. Near to this there are caverns of a great extent, where
they carry on a mapufactory of mitre, which is found in vast
abundance on the sides of these caves. \

The amphitheatre ig in the form of a very eccentrie elhipse,
and is much ruined; but the theatre ia eo entire that most of
the gradini, or seata gtill remain, Both these are in that part
of the city that was called Neapoli, or the New City.
“Quarta autem ezt urba," says Cicore, “qum quia postrema
aedificata est, Neapolis nominatur, quam ad summam threa-
trom est maximum,” &c.  However, it is but a emall theatre
in comparison te that of Taurominum. We searched amongst
the sepulchres, several of which are very eclegant, for that of
Archimedes, but could see nothing resembling it. At his own
desire it was adorned with the figure of a sphere inscribed in
& cylinder, but had been ozt by hiz ungrateful countrymen,
even before the time that Cicero was ijuwstor of Bicily. Iiis
plearaut to observe with what eagerness this great man un-
dertakes the search of it, and with what exultation he describes
his triumph dn the discovery. “ Ego autem cum omuia collus-
trarem oculis (est enim ad portas Agragianas magna frequentia
gepulchrorum) animadverti columnellamn non multum e dumis
eminentern, in qua inerat spherze figura et cylindri. Afque
ego statim Syracusanis (erant autem principes mecom) dixt,
me illud ipsum arbitrari esge quod queererem. Immissi cum
faleibus multi purgarunt, et aperverunt locum: guo cum pa-
tefactus wseet aditus ad adverram bansim accessimus ; apparebat
epigramma execia posterioribus partibus versiculorum dimidi-
atig fere : ita noblissima Gracie civitas, quondam vero otiam
doctissima gui civis unius acutissimi monumentum ignorasset,
nisi ab homine Arpivate didicinset,” &e.

The eatacombs are a great work, little inferjor either to
those of Rome or Naples, und in the same etyle. There are
many remaior of temples. The Duke of Mentalbano, who has
written on the antiquities of Syracuse, reckons near twenty ;
but there ie hardly any of these that are now distinguishable.
A few fine columps of that of Fupiter Olympus still remain;
and the temple of Minerva (now converted into the cathedral
of the city, and dedicated to the Virgin) is almost entire.
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They have lately built a new facade to it; but I am afraid
they have not improved on the simplicity of the antique. It
i full of broken pediments, and I think in a bad style.

Ortigia, the only remaining part of Syracuse, was anciently
an islend ; if is often denominated such by Virgil, Cicero, and
many of the Greek and Latin historiang, In latier ages, and
probably by the ruins of this mighty city, the strait that se-
parated it from the coatinent was filled up, and it had now
been a peninsula for many ages, till the present King of Spain,
at a vast expense, cut through the neck of land that joined it
to Sicily, and has again reduced it to its primitive state.

Here he raised a noble fortification, which appears to be al-
most impregnable, There are two strung gates, one within
the other, and each n glacis, covered way, scarp and counter-
scarp, and a broad deep diteh filled with sea-water, and de-
fended by an imweunse number of emwhirrzares, but not so much
as one single piece of artillery. ‘This you will no doubt think
ridiculous cuvogh; but the rdicule is still heightened when
I assure you there iy not a cunnon of any kind belonging to
this noble fortress, but one small battery of six-pounders for
saluting ships that go in and vut of the port, If you are at a
lose to account fur this, you will please remember that it is a
work of the King of Spuin. IHowever, the ditches are very
useful; they sre perpetually covered with fishing-hoats ; and
they can use therr nets and lines here witly 1he preatest ene-
cess, even in the sost stormy weather, though T dare say this
was none of the mwotives that induced hix wsjesty to make
them. The nobility of the place lave hkewise Larges here
for their amusemuent.

As the celebrated fountain of Arethusa hag ever been looked
upon as one of the greatest coviosities of Syracuse, you may
believe we were not a little impaticot to exawmine it; and, in-
deed, Ly ohserving ('icero’s accouut of it,+ we soon found it
out. It still exactly answers the description he gives, cxceps
with regard to the great quantitics of fizh it contained, which
seem now to have abundoued it.

The fountain of Arethusa was dedicated to Diana, who had
a magnificent temple near it, where great festivals were anng-
ally celebrated in honour of the goddess, We found a number
of nymphs up to the kneea in the fountain, busy washing their
gurments, and we dreaded the fate of Actaeon and Alpheus;

* In hac insula extrems est fone aguee dulcis, cui nomen Arethusa
eat, incredibifi magnitudine plenissimus piscium, qui tluciu tofus
operiretur, nisi munitione, a¢ mole lspidum a marl digjunctus casct,
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but if they were of Diana's train, they are by ne means so coy
ae they were of old, and a man would hardly choose to run-
the risk of being changed cither into o stag or a viver for the
hest of them.

1t is indeed an astonizhing fonutain, and risez at onee ou ¢
of the earth to the size of ariver. The puetical fictions con-
cerning it ate toe well kuown te reyuire thet I should ennme-
rate them. Maoy of the people here believe to tlis day that
it is the identicnl river Arethusa that sinks under ground near
Olympia in Grevee, and costinuing its course for five or six
hundred miles helow the ocean, rises again in this spot.

1t is truly astonishing that such a story as this should have
gained such credit amoug the ancients, for it is not only their
poets, hat naturad historians and philosophers too, that take
netice of 1t. Pliny mentions it more than onee; and there
are few or pone of the Latin poets that it Las escaped.

Thix strsnge belief las been communicated to the Sicilian
nuthors, and, what s wnaving, there is hurdly any of them
that douht of it: Pomponius Meln, Pausanius, Massa, and
Farzello, wre all of the same seutiments, to sapport which
they 1ol vou the ol story of the molden cup won ot the Olym-
pic ginmes, which was thrown ete the Greclun Arethosa, and
wils suon after cast up aguin by the Sieilion one.

They likewise add. that it bad slways boon observed, that
after tue gicat sueritioes ot Obvmpia, the blind of wlich fell
into that river, the waters of Arethoza rose for several days
tinged with Llood, This, ke many modern miracles, was
probably a trick of the priests, Those of Thana Lad the charge
of the fountain of Arethusa, and wo doulit were much inter-
ested 1o support the credit of e story ;- for it wag that god-
dess that converted the wvmph Arcthosa onto g river, and
condaeted fier by axblerreneons passages from {ireeee to [taly
inorder to aveld the poeait ol Alpheus, wha underwent the
same fate.

Atoa Tittle disztunee fram the fomtam of Aretiusa there is q
very largu spricee of {pesh water that Lofl< wup in the sea. IE
2 enlicd Oveli G Zilies, el by sonwe Alplous, who ia sup-
posd by the pocts to bave puresasd Aretinesa below the sea
all the way to Sieily -

* Accarding to o German traveller of 1522, f94ho Aretliven has
Toat the tran: lngent paricy of ber virsin waters, which bave be.
combe turlid wied waediy ; amd, heine forther dodited by her cone
dernnation to Ferve the base oBies of chansing ail the fonl linen in
Syracuse, sho s any thing LUnt a fair bride when she fulls inte tha
zrmi of Alphens, whe till Laodly awadis hee npon e ssaging of

the puuehiore — Fur fyn (0wt dy Fooefoe, N i,
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As this spring is not taken notice of by auy of the great
number of the ancients that speak of Arvethusa, it is most pro-
bable that it did not then exiat, and is a part of that fountain
that has since burst out hefore ity arrival at the wland of Or-
tigia. Ilad if been visible in the time of the Greeks, there ia
no doubt that they would bave made use of this as a strong
argument to prove the submarine journey of Arethusa, as it in
Tact rises at some distance in the sea, and pretty much in the
same direction that Grecce lics from Ortigin., 1t sometimes
Loils up so strougly, that after picreing the salt water, T am
told it can he taken up very littie affvcted by it

Hyracuse has two lLariicurs, the largest of which, on the
sorih-west side of Ortigin, is reckoned sixwiles round, and
was esteemed one of the best in the Mediterranean,  Itis said
by Diedorus to have run almost into the heart of the city, and
was called Marmoreo, bwesuse entirely suvrounded with build-
inga of marble; the entry it this harbonr was strongly forti-
fied, and the Goman fleets could vever penetrate into it

The small port i= on the nerth-vasi of Ortigia, and is like-
wise recorded to have been highly ornnmented. Fozzello says
theve is still the remaius of o subsnarine agueduct that rons
through the middle of it, which was intended to convey the
wafer from the funtain of Arethusa to the otlier parts of the
city.

I}\'eur this pert they show the spol where Archimedes® house
sfood, and likewi=e the tower from whenee be i3 said to have
aet fice to fhe Homan gulloys with his buveing-glisses—a story
which is reluted Ly several authors, bot which 19 now almost
upiversally exuloded, fron the difficuliy to concelve a buorn-
jug-glass, or o coneave spovulim, witlon focas of such an im-
nyene lenet ! na this st hove reguived.

However, T should T apt o d as, i this be pot cntively
a fiction (ol which thore iﬂ soptie peobubidify ), that it was
neither performed by webractic faw-glussed por speculums,
hut ouly by meaus of Ltnl]l}uhl 1m L 1s#e8, OF Very clear
plater of metsl.  Tndeed, flom the situntion of the place, it
must have been done 1.\ reflection: for Archimedes’ tower
pteod on i north of the little port where the Rowan fleet are
said to have been nroored, so that their vessels lay in a right
line Betwixt Lim and the san at poon, and at o very small dis-
tance from the wall of the vity where this tower stood.  Bat
ift you will suppose this te have beeu poriormed by common
burnivg-glasses, or by those of the parabolical kied, it will be
necegsary 1o raise a tower of 0 most enormons height on the
jstand of Oirtigia, in order to interpose these glasaes betwixt
the sup and the lHoman galleys; wad even thiy could oot have
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been done till late in the afternoon, when his rays are excead-
ingly weak. But I have very little doubt that common look-
ing-glasses would be found all-sufficient to perform these
effecta. :

Let us suppose that a thousand of these were made to re-
fiect the rays to the same point; the heat, in all probability,
muat be increased to a greater degree than in the focus of most
burning-glasses, and abundantly capable of setting fire to
every combustible substance. This experiment might be
essily made by means of o battalion of men, arming each with
a looking-glass instead of a firelock, and setting up a buard at
two or three hundred yards distence for them to fire at. [
suppose it would tuke a considerable time before they were
expert ot this exercise; but, by practice, I have no doubt
that they might ali be brought to hit the mark instantaneousty
at the word of commmaad, like the lark-catchers in some coun-
tries, who are su dextrous at this manauvre, that with a small
wireor they throw the ravs of light on the lark, let ber be never
a¢ high in the nir, which, by o kind of facscination, brings
down the poor bird tr the saure.

You may luugh at all thi=; but I don'l thiek it is impossible
that a looking-glass may vue day be thought aa necelsary an
implement for a soldieras af present as it is fur a beaw. Tam
very apprehensive the Frenelh will get the start of us in this
signal invention, as 1 have been agsured long ago, that fow of
their men ever go to the ficld without ticst providing theumselves
with one of these little warlike eogines, the true use of which,
happily for us, they are vet nuacquainted with, You will
easily perceive, that if this experiment succceds, it must alter
the whole syrtem of fortilication a3 well as of attack and de-
fence; for every part of the city that is vxposed to the viewof
the besieged would have the same advantage over the camp
of the besieging army+

We are already completely fired of =yracuse, which of all
the wretched ptaces we have met with, is by many degrees
the most wretched ; for, husides that its mliabitants are so ex-
tremely poor and beggarly, nany of them are so overrun with
the itch, that we are under perpetual apprehensions, and

* Since the writing of thesc Ieiters, ihe author bar been informed
that Mr. Buffon actually made thin cxperiment.  He constructed
kind of frame, in which he fized four hundred &msll mirrors dias-

d in such a manner that the rays relected from each of them
ell axactly on the same point. By meand of this ho melted lead ab
the distance of one hundred aud twenty fect, and set fire to a hay-
stack at a much greater distance, i
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hegin to be extremaly well satisfied that we could not pro-
cure beds. Ifis truly melancholy to think of tbe dismal con-
trast that ita former magnificence makes with its present
meapness. The mighty Syracuse, the most opulent and
powerful of all the Grecian cities, which, by its own proper
strength alone, wae able, at different times, to contend againet
all the power of Carthage and of Rome—which is recorded
(what the force of nnited nations ie now incapable of) to have
repulsed fleets of two thousand sail, and armies of two hun-
dred thooeand men, and contained within ite own walls, what
no city ever did before or since, fieets and armies that were
the terror of the worid—this haughty and magnificent city,
reduced even below the consequence of the most iusignificant
burgh: ¢ Sic transit gloria mandi,” 1 bhave not been able to
procure a table to write uvpon, but by way of succedaneum,
am obliged to lay a form over the back of two chairs. We
have got into the most wretched hovel you can conceive, and
the most dirty; but what is atill worst of all, we can find
- nothing {o eat; and if we had not brought some cold fowls
along with us, we might Lhave starved.

The heat bas been considerably greater here than at Catania.
The thermometer is just now at 73 degrees. There is an old
remark made on the climate of this place by aome of the
ancients, which is atill said to hold good, that at no season
the sun has ever been invisible during a whole day at
Syracuse. I find it mentioned by eeveral Sicitian authors,
but shall not vouch for the truth of it. Adies. My next will
probably be from Malta, for we shall sail to-morrow, if it be
poesible o procure a vessel. Ever yours.
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VOVAGE TO MALTA.

Capa Passers, June 3.

As we found the mighty citx of Syracuse so redaced that it
could not nfford beds and lodging fv threc weary travellers
we agreed to abridge our stay in if, and accerdingly hired¢ a
Maltese sparonare to carry us to that island,  This 13 & #inall
six-oared bout, made entirely for speed, to aveid the African
pirates and other Rarbaresque vessels, with which these seas
are infested, but so flat aud so narrow, that they are not able
to bear any sea, nud of consequence keep always as near the
eoast as posaible.

On the #d of Jane, by day break, we left the Marmorea, or
great port of ®yvracuse ; and although the wind was exactly
contrary and pretty strong, by the torve of gurs, which they
manage with great dexterity, we gat on at the rate of four
miled an hour.  They do not pall their cars as we do, hut
push  them Jike the Venctinn gondoliers, always {ronting
the prow of the boat and seldom or never sit down while
they row, alluwing the whole welpht of their budies to be
exerfed nt every sfroke of the var. Flos gives u prodigions
momentum, and is certaiuiy much more foreible thay a simpie
exerfinm of the muscles of the ani,

At tea o'clock the wind became fuvoorahle, when woe went
mdecd at an innnense Tate. At twelve it Blew a burricane,
and with womee diflieulty we cot utnder <hore, but tie wind
was g0 exceedingly violent, thet cvven there we had like to
have been oversod, sud we were olldized to run sgeound to save
us from thut disaster. Heee wo were apood desl annoyed
by the sand camied abont Ly the wind; bowever, the harricave
was s00n over, and we ngain put fo sea with oo favourable
gale, whick in i fow bhours carried us to Capo passero.

Im this [ittle storm wo were & good deal amused with the
beliavieour of onr Sieilian servaut, who vn land is a felluw of
undanuted enurage, of which we Lave had many prouofs; but
Lere (1 don't koow wha) it eotirely forsook him, although
there wan in [set mo real danger, for we never were more than
 Lundred yurda fron the shore. Tle gave himself up to des-
pair, and calivd upon all Lis sainte for protection, snd never
avain recovered Lis conlidenee gl the rest of this voeyage,
pirpetuaily wisling hinmell back at Naples, and kwearing that
to carliily Comptation shauld ever juduce bim (0 go to =8
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again. The same fellow, but afew days ago, mounted a most
vicious horse, and without the least fear or concern, galleped
along the side of n precipice, where every moment we expected
to see bim dushed to pieces: so singular and various are the
different medes of fear and of courage.

Capo Pazsero, anciently called Tachinus, is the remotest and
most sontherly point of Hicily. It isnot a peninscla, as repre-
sented in all the maps, but o wretched barren island of about
a mile round, with a fort and a small garrisen to protect the
neighbouring country from tle incursions of the Barbary cor-
gairs, who are often very {rouldesowme on this part of the coast.
This little island und fort le about amile and a half distant
from the small creck of which we have taken possession, and
are separated from the rest of Sicily by a strait of ahout haif a
mile broad.

Our pilot told vs we must not think of Malta, which iz almost
a hundred miles off) (i1l there were more settled appearances
of guod weather.

As there i uo habitatien here of awy kind, we searched
about fill at last we found 2 =malt cavern, where we made a
very comforiable dinner. We then =ailed furth fo examine the
face of the country, ua well a8 fo try il we could shoot somoe-
thing for our supper. We fimud thit wwe had now gof into 2
very difiorent worid from any thing we had vet scen. The
coantry here is exceedaly barren, and to o considerable dis-
tanee produces neither corn por wine; ot e fcids are advrned
with an jufinite variety of foweripg shrolis, aud the rocks are
every whore cntively covered with eapers, which are jusé
now it for gathering, It we bud vinegar, we could soon
piekle hogsheads of them.

We found here, fn the greatest perfection, that beautiful
shrab ealled the pahineta, resemblivg w small paho free, withan
clegant fine lower ; but, to cur great mortifieation, the seed is
not yot ripe.  Welikewize found great gusatities of a blue
everlasting flower, wlich 1 don’t remember to have seen in
Miller, or any of enr buolanival boeks,  The stem rises about a
foot high, and is crowned with a laree clester of small blue
flowers, the lenves of which are of o dry substance like the
elyehrysum, or glube wiwareathus, Sorwe of theao are of a
parple colaur, but st of them hlue. T lave gatliored a pretty
large quantity for the epeculation of the butanists on our re-
turn.

We found a good swindng-place which is ahways oue of the
first things wo louk out for, as thas exercise constitutes one of
the principal pleasures of our expedition,

As woon ae it was durk, we got on board our litfle Loat,
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and rowed about a hundred yards out to sea, where we cast
auchior, our pilot assuring us that this was absolutely necessary,
us the people in this part of the country are little better
than savages; and, were we to stay on land, might very
poesibly come down during the night, and rob und murder us.

He likewise teld us that the Turks had made frequent in-
vasions upen this peint of the igland, which of all others lay
most exposed to their depredations; that lately three of their
chebecks ran into a amall harhour a fow miles from this, and
carried off #ix merchant ships; snd that very often some of
their light vessels wore seen hovering ofl’ the coast; that the
only way tu be iu perfeet seeurify from these two coemies by
sea and laud, was to chooze a place on the cuast so deep that
the banditti by land could wot wade in {o uy; and at the
same time so shallow as to be equally inacvessible to the
banditti by sea,

When we found ourselvea thns in security on both hands,
we wrapt vurselves up in our cloaks, and fel! aalvep: how-
ever, wo had but a very vucomloriable night; the wind rose,
and the wmotien ol onr Jittle bark was oxevedingly disagreeable,
and made us heartily sirk. Az soon as day began to appear,
we made them pull into shore, when we were immediately
cured of our gicknes<: aud as the weather contiones still un-
favourable, we lave fdleu upou o variety of wnasements to
pasa the tune.

We have Leen thrice o the water, which is warm and plea-
sant; aud in the intervala T bave written you this letter on
the top of a large hasket, in whiclh we carry our sea-store.
We have likewise pathered shells, pieces of coral, of sponge,
and several brantiful kinds of sca-weed.  The rocks here are
glt of sand and gravel run together, and become as hard as
granite.  There are nuay shells and other wmariue substancea
mixed in their composition, which renders them objects of cu-
rionity in the eye of a naturalisy, .

Thts morning we tade a kind of tend of a sail, drawp over
the point of a mck, and fixed with au our, by way of pole.
Here we hresklasted mwst luxurviously o exeellent tea and
honey of Hybia.

T was interrupited 15 this part of my letter by an officer from
the furt of Capo Passero,  Jle tell us thut we may give over
abl thouglits of getting farthwr for these six days. What do
you think i the reason® I own 1 was in some pain #l] he
mentioned it.  This wind setin cexactly as the moon en-
tered lier sceond quarter, and it will cerfainly continue till
&he is full.  There is a ruscal for you! IF e be telling truth,
I shall certainly study wetrology. He likewise told us, that
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two galliots had been ecen off the coast, and desired ug to be
oo our guard; but I own the moon, together witlh other cir-
cumetances, has conxiderably weakened his evidence with me.

‘We heve learned from his conversation, that the fort of Capo
Pagmero iy made use of as & place of exile for the delinquents
in the army, of which number I iave not the least doubt that
he is one. e told uws there were two near relations of the
viceroy that had been lately sent there for misdemeanour; that
for his part, he belonged to a very agreeable garrison; buf as
he loved retirement, he chose to accompany them. However,
hix countenance told a very different story ; and said in sirong
language, that hie was a fres mannais sujet (a bad sabject.)
Benides, he ia a stupid fellow, and has tired me. I couid
learn nothing from him.

It must be owned, this is an excellent place of exile for a

oung rake who wants to ¢show away in the beau moende. It
18 not within many miles of auy town or village, so that the
gentleman may enjoy retirement in its utmost perfection.

We were surprised tu find on this coast quantities of the
true pomice-stone, which at first we supposed to have been
brought by the sea from Ftoa, till we likewise discovered
many large pieces of lava, which makes ux imagine there muoat
have been some eruption of fire in this part of the island; yet
1 see no conical mountain, or any other indication of it.

If our officer's prognostications prove trae, and we are de-
tained here any longer, I shall examine the country t0 a much
greater distance. The wind continues directly contrary; the
sen ie very high in the canal of Multa, and our Sicitian servant
it in a wnd trepidation. But { see Glover and Fullarton com-
ing to their dinner, so I shall be obliged to give ap the basket.
This sea air gives one a monstrous appetite, and it is with grief
that I mention i, we are already brought to short allowance
—only one cold fowl amongst three of ua, all three pretty
sharp set, [ assure you. 'Those infamous rascals, to lose our
tartle! They have spied a fishiog boat, and are hailing her as
lond as they can roar—but alaa! she is foo far off to hear them.
They have just fired & gun to bring her to, and happily she
obeys the signal, so there is still hopes; otherwise we ghall
soon be rednced to bread and water,  Our tea and sugar, too,
are just upon a close, which is the cruelest article of all; but
we have plenty of good bread aud Hybla honey, so we are in
no danger of starving.

We have likewise mude an admirable and a very cormfortable
disposition for our night's fedging. The sparynaro is so very
narrow that it is impossible for us all to lie in it ; hesides, we
are ate up with vermin, aud have nothing but beards to lie
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on: all those considerations, added to the cursed syinging of
the boat, and the horrid sickness it occasions, have determined
uk rather 1o trust ourselves to the mercy of the banditti than
to lie another night at sea ; besides, we have made the happi-
est discovery in the world—a great quantity of fiue, woft, dry
sea-weed. lying under the skelter of a rock, and seemingly in-
tended by Providence for our bed ; over this we are going to
stretch a sail, and expeet to siu:-p most Juxuviously ; but, to
prevent all ﬂ‘zngel {rom a surprise, wo kave agreed to stand
gentry by turns, with Follurtow's ‘double-barrelled gup, well
primed and lo: vded for the recoption of the enemy, at the first
discharge of whicl, and not before, the whole guard is to turn
out, with all the remaining part of our actillery and emall
arms, angd as onr situation i= o very advantageons one, I think
we ghall be able ty male a stout defeuce.

As we are six in number, theee mastors and three servants,
the dutv, vou sce, will be but {rifling, and five of us witl
abways sleep in security.  (ur guard, to be sure, might have
been stronger, but our sparonaro men have been absolutely
refused to he of the party, Luving mueh more confidence in
their own vlement; however, they have promised, in case of
an attack, immedintely to e to our assistance. T think the
disposition s far from beipe a bad one, aud we are not a little
vain af oy generalship.

The fishing-beat is now arrived, and they have bought some
little excellent fishes, wlhich are alrendy on the fire.  Adieu.
These fellows are rorring fur their cold fiowl, and 1 can com-
mand the basket no lunrer.  Lyer youra,
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ARRIVAL IN MALTA.

Malta, June 4.

IN spite of appearances, and our officer's wise prognostica-
tione, the wind chauged in the afternoon, and we got under
sail by six o'clock; we passed the straits, and coasted along
till eight, when we landed to cook some macaroni we had
purckased of our sailors, and try if we could shoot something
for sea-atore, aa we have u long vovage before us.

We come to the side of a sulphurous lake, the smeil of
which was 0 strong that we perceived it upwards of a mile
distant. We found the water boiling up with violence in
many places, though the licat at the banks of the lake ia very
inconsmderable. However, this, added to the pamice and lava
we fonnd near Capo Passery, tends greatly to confirm us in
the opinion that this part of the island, as well as about
Aitna, has in former ageas heen subjeet to eruptions of fire.

I think it is move than probable that this iz the celebrated
Camerina, which Bueas saw humediately after s passing
Packynug {or {*apo Passero), which Virgil says the Fates had
decreed shenld uever be drained

Hine altas rantes projectaque saxz Packyni

Hadirons: et fatis nunguam concossa noveri

Adparet Cansring procul.
Virgil had pood reason to say so, for the level of the lake or
marsh (it being romewhat betwixt the two), is at least as
low as that of the sea, nnd counsequently never could be
drained.

It is surronnded with a variety of fine evergreens and
flowering shrubs, of which the Pulmetn, aud the arbutus or
strawberry tree, nre the most Leautitul, We saw a great
many wild-fowl, but what surprised me, in so unfrequented &
place, they were 50 sby that there was no getting near them:
there was one kind, in partivalar, that attracted our attention;
it was of the size and form of a grey plover, and flow in the
same manmer, but had a tail of a great length, which seemed
to be composed only of two small lexible feathers, that made
a very uncommon appearance in the air.  After using all our
art to shoot one of them, we were ubliged to give up the
attempt,

Here we Lilled a small black snake, which 1 thiok auswers
the description I have scen of the asp. We dissected out its
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tongne, the end of which appears sharp like a sting, and I
suppose is one, as it darted out with violence against our
sticke when we presented them to it. Now, asall aniinals, when
attacked, make use of those weapons that nature has armed
them with for their defence, it appeared evident to us (sup-
posing this rule a just one), that this animal was conscious of
a power of hurting in its tongue, and we have been more fully
convinged of it from dissection. ‘I'be eting appears consider-
ably larger than that uf o bee. We found a little bag at the
other end of the tongue, and probably, if we had had a micro-
#eope, shonld have found the tongue perforated. This snake
hndpe no feeth, but very hard gume. I have taken care to
preserve the tongue Jur your inspection.

As 1 thiuk it hae alwayve been supposed that serpents hurt
only with their teeth, I thought this might be worthy of your
notice. It is true that the darting ouf of the tongue is a trick
of the whole serpent tribe; but this animal seemed to do it
with peculiar ferocity, and to strike it with viclence agaiont
our sticks. It wan this that put us upon the examination.

I don't recollect that this wsingularity i3 mentioned in any
book of patural history, but possibly I may be mistaken;
nor indeed do 1 remember either to have seen or heard of any
apima) armed in this manner—unless you will sappose me to
adopt the sentiments of poor Mr. 8——, who, ever since hin
marriage, alleges that the tongues of many females are formed
after this singular fualjon, aud remarks one pecoliarity, that
the sting reldum or never appears till after matrimeony. He is
very learned on this suljeet, and thinks it may possibly have
proceeded from their original connexion with the serpent.
Let this be aw it may, I sincerely hope that you and 1 shall
never have such good reason foradopting that opiaiow,

A little after nine we embarked.  The night was delightful,
but the wiod had died awey about sunset, and we were ohliged
to ply our ocurs to get intu the caual of Multa. The coast of
Sielly began to recede, andin a short time we loond ourgelves
in the ocean. There was a profound silence, except the noise
of the waves breaking on the distant shore, wlich ouly served
to render it more solomn, It was a dead calm, avd the moon
alone shone Lright on the waters.  The waves from the late
storm were still high, but smooth aud even, and fullowed one
another with a slow and equal pace. The scene bad natur-
ally sunk us into meditation: we bad remained near an hour
without speaking a word, when our sailors began their mid-
night hfmn to the Virgin, The music was simple, solemn,
and melancholy, and in perfect harmony with the scepe and
with all our feelings. They beat exact time with their oars,
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and ohserved the harmoeny and the cadence with the utmost
precision. We listened with infinite pleasure to fhis melan-
choly concert, and felt the,vanity of operas and oratorios. There
is often a solempity and a pathos in the modulation of these
simple productions, that caused a much stronger effoct than the
composition of the greatest manters, assisted by all the boasted
tules of counter-plot,

At last they sung us asleep, and we awoke forty miles dis-
that from Sicily. We were now on the main ocean, and
gaw no land but mount Ltna, which is the perpetuval polar star
of these seas. We had a fine breeze, and about two o'clock
we discovered the island of Malta, and in less than three
hours more reached the city of Valetta. “The approach of the
island is very fing, although the ghore is rather low and rocky,
It i3 everywhere made inuccessible to an enemy by an infinite
pumber of fortifications.  The rock in many places has been
stoped into the form of a glacis, with strong parapets and in-
treuchments running Lehind it. The entry into the port is
very narrow, and is commanded by a etrong castle on either
side. We were hailed from each of these, and obliged to give
a strict account of ourselves, and on our arrival at the side of
the quay we were visited by an oflicer from the health office,
and obliged to give oath with regard to the circumstances of
our voyage. He belhaved in fhe civilest manoer, and immedi-
ately sent us AMr. Ratter, the Iinglish counsnl, for whom we had
letters of recommendation.

Un getting on shore we found ourselves in a new world in-
deed—the strecta crowded with well-dressed people, who
have all the appearance of Lealth and aflluence, whereas at
Syracuse, there was searce a creature to be aeen, apd even
those few lhad the appesrauce of disense aud wretclieduess,
Mr. Rutter immediately condoeted va to an inn, which had
more the appearance of o palace. We have had an excellent
supper, and good Burgundy ; and as this is the king’s birthday
we have almoat got tipay to his health. We are now going ju-
to comfortable beds, in expectation of the sweetest slumbers.
Think of the luxury of tlus, afler being five long days with-
out throwing ofl our clethes! Good night, I will notlosea
moment of it for the world. People may say what they please,
but there ia no enjoyment in liviug in perpetual ease and af-
fluence, and the true luxary is ounly to be attained by nndergo-
ing a few hardships. Butthis is no time to philosophise. So
Adieu, o
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MALTA—FORTRESS OF VALETTA.

. Aalia, Jine 5.
Our bapker, Mr. Pousilach, was Lere before we were up, in-
viting us to diue with Lim at Lis eountry-hovae, from whence
weare just now refurued. Mo gave us a nolile entertainment,
served ou plate, with wn elegunt dessert, aud 8 great variety
of wines.x

* [Malea is sixty miles in ciccumderence, twenty long, and twelve
broad ; situated in lutitnde 23+ 53" N, and longitude 14° 30' E.
icn.lculated fur the site of the observatoryl. It is 60 miles from
Bicily, and 200 from Culipin, the neurest point of the African eoast,
A smaller island natied Guae, snd 4 roek named Cuming, are usile
ally considered s, with Blalty, forming one group of izlands. The
population of 1he whole was 114,000, now valy 14,000, balta i3
mentioned by Hower in Lis Odysey, under the name of Hyperia.
The busiz ol the pepulativn is Arabian, with an adwixture of the
neighbonring Barupean matiens, particularly the lalian ; and the
language correspunds with asd eonfinma this view of thelr origin,
About 1519 yeurs befure Uhrist, the Ihreniciang, conceiving that it
might be vendered an wsefnl commervial stution, reized upon the
islund, und estublishod aocoluny on §ts shores. o process ol time,
it was taken posresaion of by the Groek:, from whon it passed shie-
cessively into che hands of Gae Cartlaziniaus, Bomans, Yandalaand
Goths, Arabs, Norns, Grermiois, French, and Spuniards, with
whow it remained until e year 12200 At that perivd, the Em.
perar Charles V., finding the suppert of it garrison expensive,
ceded the pupn.lu A 56 vt iznty of Maltu wind its dependencies, to-
gelher with the city of Tripods, 1o the Knigigs Hespitallers of St

ohn of Jeru“.ﬂuu, whin, having Loen expedded fron Rhodes Ly the
Turks, were ut s tine wanderite wver the Meditcrrancan in
quest of an asylume This orider was fastieted shont the eud of the
eleventh century, and wid criginadly eranguziod of o few charitablu
tudividuals, whe cxtnbiisbed o Loaze sl Jerusclon for tie reception
of the sick and wounded vrnaders, In tiwe it beeame a powerful
religious peciety, of 2 anitary chrracter; and, with professions on
ita hips of poverty and huusilizy, wadpractically viel, Juxnrious, and
prodligate. 1o wad dividod into keven dillerent languages, of which
the tliree tirst were French, vamely these of Provencs, Auvergne,
and Frauee; the four others were those of fialy, Afragon, }‘.ngland
and Germany.  Thie Janguage of Castile was alterwards udded ; and
that of Bogland, aboliabed ut the [oformativn, was replaecd by the
Anglo- B.wd.rmn. There was a uere uportant division of the ordar

nto three closses, the Giret consiating rolely of persorr of nob
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After dinner we went to visit the principal villas of the
island, particularly those of the grand master and the general
of the galleys, which lie contiguous to each other. These are
nothing great or magnificent, but they are admirably con-
trived for a hot climate, where, of alt thinga, shade is the most
desirable. The orange groves are indeed very fine, and the
fruit they bear in superior to any thing you have seen in Spain
or Portugal.

The aspect of the country is fur from being pleasing : the
whele island is a great rock of very white freestone, and the
#oil that covers this rock, in most places, is not more than five
or six inches deep; yvet, what i= siugulur, we found their erop
in general was exceedingly ahundant, They sceount for it
from the copicas dews that fall during the spring and summer
montha; apd pretend likewise, that there is a moisture in the
rock beluow the soil, that ia of great advantage fo the corn

birth, and called Chevaliirs do Justice ; the second comprebending
the Pricsts of the arder; the third being composed of inferior per.
eong, atyied Scrvany d'armes, and Corl‘espmldin%to the squives of the
chivalrons era.— Ediaburgh Review, vi 206, The profussed objecta
of the Knights of 8t. John, {rom an early period of their history,
were tomake war on the infidely, namely, the Tarks and other Mo~
hammedans, Latterly, bowever, the order and ite funds were only
& meuns of providing for the younger sons of noble families throngh.
out Europe. Their spirit having grently declined, they yielded up
their impregnable islund to General Bonoparte in 1708, when be
was on i way to Eeypt. The French banished the order, and
seized sll their valuables, lu 18500, after enduring o protracted
sicge, the French parrison surrendered the f:land to the British, to
whom it was definitively nssigned by the congress of Vienna, in
1814. Tt has since then remained under the British government.

The snppors of the Maltese having previoualy been of an extrin.
sic kind, they have, since the loss of their knights, been sunk in
great poverty, and their number is much fallen off,  Yet it is cons
aidered a8 one of the mest densely peopled spots of earth in Europe,
1t has been calculated that an extent of ground which in England
sapports 152 persons, contains in Maulta eight times that cumber,
This is owing te the low moral and intellectual state of the Ye.
The poverty of the humbler orders is shown strikingly in the low
price of all provisions. There is a saying in the island, that a man
may dino on fih, Hesh, and fowl for a holipenuny. A shopkeeper
will not refuse to sorve somae portion of cocked meat for even &
single grain, the sixth part of a halfpenny. But then, to obtain a
grain or 8 halfpenny by labour in Malta is more difficult than in
ot.he_f countries to win & shilling or hali-a-crown,—atheram, No.
BP4,

h
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and cotton, keeping its roots perpetually moist and cool, with~
out which singular guality, they ¢ay, they could have no cropa
at all, the heat of the sun is 80 exceediagly violent.

‘Their barley harvest has been over some time ago, and they
are just now fipishing that of the wheat. The whole istand
produces corn culy suflicient to support jta inhabitants for five
months, or little more; but the crop they mnat depeod upon is
the cotton. ‘Fhey began zowing it about three weeks ago, and
it wiil be finished 1n a week or more,  The time of reaping it
iz in the month of Uctober or leginning of November,

They pretend that the cotton prodaoced from this plant,
‘which i3 sown and reaped in four mouthes, is of a much supe-
rior quality to that of the cotlon-tree. 1 compared them, but
I cannot say I found it so: this iv iudeed the finest, but that
of the cotton-tree iy by much the strongest texture. The
plant rises to the height of a foot and a half, aud is covered
with a number of nuts or ywda full of cofton; these, when
ripe, they are at great pains to cut off every morning before
sanrige, for the liwat of the sun immediately furus the cotton
yellow, which, indecd, we saw from those puds they save for
seed.

They manufacture their cotton iutu u great variety of stofly,
Their stockinga are exceedingly fine. Some of them, they
assured us, had been sold for ten sequing a-pair.  Their cover-
lida and blankets are esteemed all over Europe.  Of these the
principal mancfactures are established w the Jittle istand of
oz, where the people are said to be nire industrions than
those of Malta, as they are more excluded from the world, and
have fewer inducements to idleneas.  Hore the sogar-cane iw
ptill cultivated with success, thoogh unt in any considerable
quantity.

The Maltese oraugea cerfainly deserve the character they
have of heing the fivest in the world.  The season coutinnes
for apwards of soven months, from November il the middle
of June, during which time those Leantiful froed ure nlways
covered with abundance of this delicious fruit.  Maoy of them
are of the red kind, maoch seperior, in my opiniou, to the
others, which are ruther too luscinns.  Vhey are produced, I
am told, from the common orange bud, engrafted vn the pome-
granate stock. ‘The juice of thiv fiit is red as blood, and of
a fine flavour. 'Fho preatest part of their crop is sent in pre-
seuts to the diflerent courts of Furope, and {o the relations of
the chevaliers. It was not without a good deal of difficulty
that we procured a few chests for our friends at Naples.

The industry of the Msalies: in cultivating their little island
is incomceivable, There is not an inch of ground loet in any
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part of it; and where there wns not =oil enongh, they have
brought over ships and bhoats loaded with it from Sicily, where
there is plenty and to spare. The wiole island is full of en-
closures of freestone, which gives the conntry a very uncouth
and a very barren aspect, and in summer reflects such a light
and heatf, that it is exceedingly disagreeable and offensive to
the eyes. The enclosures are very small and irregular, ac-
cording to the inclination of the ground. This, they say, they
are obliged to obyerve, notwithstanding the deformity it oe-
casions, otherwise the Boeds to which they are subject would
soon carry off their soil.

The island is covered over with country houses and viilages,
besides seven cities, for o they term them; but there are only
iwo, the Valetta and the Citta Veochia, that by any means
deserve that appellation. Every little village has a moble
church, elegantiy finished and adorned with statnes of marble,
rich tapeatry, and a Jarge quantity of silver plate. They are
by much the handsomest country churches 1 have ever weeun.
But I am interrupted in my writing, by the beginning (I am
told} of a very fine show. If it be so, I shall give you some
accomnt of it gy and bye.

Eleven at night.~—The show is now finiahed, and has afford-
ed us great entertainment. It was the departure of a Maltese
squadron $o assist the French against the Bey of Tunis, who,
it seems, has fallen under the displeasure of the grand mo-
nargue, becauge he refused to deliver up without ransem the
Corsican siaves that were taken before the French were in
possession of that island. The squadron cousisted of three
galleys, the largest with nine hundred men, each of the othera
with seven hundred ; three galliots, and weveral scampavias, .
#6 called from their exeeeding awiftnese. Thess immense
bodies were all worked by oars, and moved with great regu-
larity. The admiral went first, aud the rest in order, accord-
ing to their dignity. The sea was crowded with boats, and
the romparts and fortifications were filled with the company.
The port resounded on all sides with the discliarge of heavy
artillery, which was answered by the galleys and galliots as
they left the harbour. As the echo is here uncommenly great,
it produced a very noble effect.

They were about thirty knights in each galley, making sig-
nals all the way to their mistresses, who were weeping for
their departure upon the bastions; for these gentlemen pay
almost as little regard fo their vows of chastity as the priesfs
and confessors do.  After viewing the show from the ramparts,
we took a boat and followed the squadrou for some time, and
did not return till long after sunset.
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We have beeh admiring the wonderful atrength of thie place,
both by nature and art. It is certainly the happiest sitnation
that can be imagined. The city stands upon a peninsula, be-
twixt two of the finest ports in the world, which are defend-
ed by almost impregnable fortifications. That on the south-
east aide of the city i= the largest. 1t runs about two miles
into the heart of {he island, and is eo very deep, nnd surrounded
by much high grounds sind forfifications, that they assured
uy the largest ships of war might ride here in the most atormy
weather, rlmost witheut a cable.

This beautifu} basin is divided into five distinct harbours,
all equally sale, and each capuable of containing an immense
erumber of hipping. The wouth of the larbour is scarcely a
quarter of a mile broad, and iz commauded on cach side by

tteries that would tear the strongest ship to pieces before
she could enter. Br .des this, it is fronted by a quadruple
battery, one above tue uther, the largest of which is a fleur
@eau, ot v a level with the water.  These are mounted with
about eighty of their heavicst arfillery; so that 1his harhour,
I think, may reably bue considered as hnpregnable, and indeed
the Turks have ever found it so, and I believe ever will.

The harbuur v the north side of the city, although they only
use it for fishing, and as a place of quarantine, wonld, in any
other part of the world, be vonsidered as inestimable.  1f is
likewise defunded by very strong wurks; und in the centre of
the bazin there is au islaud on which they Lave built a castle
and a lazuret.

The furtifications of Malta are indeed a most stopendous
work. Al the boasted cetacombs of Rome and Naples area
trifle to the immense oxcavations that have boen made in this
little island.  Tho ditches, of a vast size, ate ol eut ont of the
solid rock.  These extend for a great muny miles, aud raise
our astonighmeut to thiuk thut so small a state has ever heen
able fo make tliem.

One aide of the island 1= =0 complefely fortitied by natore,
thet there wns nothing left for art. The rock is of a great
height, and alaulutely perpeudicular friom the sen for several
miters, It i9 very singuiar, thut an this side there are still the
vestiges of severs] aucicut roads, with the trucks of carriages
worn decp in the rocks: these ruads are now terminated by the
precipice, with the sea bencath, and show, to a demonstration,
that thin island lias in former ages been of a much larger size
than it is at present; but the convulsion that occasioned its
diminution iz prabably much Leyond the reacl of any history
or tredition. 1t has often been cbaerved, notwithatanding the
very great distauce of Mount Aitna, that this island has gene~
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rally been more or less affected by its eroptions; and they
think it probable that, on some of those oceasions, & part of it
may have been shaken into the sea.

We have now an opportunity of observing that one half of
Mount Atna is clearly discovered from Malta. They reckon
the distonce at near two hundred Italian miles. And the
people here assure ns, thatin the great eruptions of that moun-
tain, the whole island is illnminated, and from the reflection
in the water there appears a great track of fire in the sea all
the way from Malta to RBicily. The thundering of the moun-
tain is likewise distinctly heard. Good night. 1 am fatigued
with this day’s expedition, and shall finish my letter to-mor-
row.

June §.—As the city of Valetta is built wpon & hill, none of
the streets cxcept the quay are level. They are all paved with
white freestone, which not only ¢reates a great dust, but from
its colour is likewise su offensive to the eyes, that most of the
people here are remarkably wesk-sighted. The principal
buildings are the palace of the grand master, the infirmary, the
arsenal, the inns or hotelsof the Seven Tongues, and the great
cliurch of 8t John. The paluce iz a nohle though a plain
structure, and the grund master (who studies conveniency
more than magnificence) is more comfurtably and commodi-
ously lodged thun any prince in Enrope, the Kiog of Sardinia
perbaps cnly excepted. The great stuir i3 the easiest and the
best I ever saw.

#t. John's is a magnificent ehurch.  The payvement, in par-
ficular, is reckoned the richest in the world. It is entirely
composed of sepulehral monuments of the finest marbles, por-
phyry, lapis lazuli, and a variety of other valuable stones ad-
mirably joived together, and at incredible expense, represent-
ing in 2 kind of mosaic the arms, insignia, &ec., of the persons
wlose names they are intended to commemorate, In the mag-
pificence of these monuments, the heirs of the grand masters
and commanders have long vied with each other.

We went this day to see the celebration of their church ger-
vice. 1t secms to be more overcharged with parade and cere-
mony than what I have ever observed even in any other
Catholic couuntry. The number of genufiexions before the
altar, the kissing of the prior’s hand, the holding up of his
robes by subaltern priests, the ceremony of throwing incense
upon all the knights of the great cross, and neglecting the
poorer knights, with many other articles, appeared to us hughly
ridiculous, and most essentially different indeed from that
purity and simplicity of worship that constitutes the very
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emsence of true Christianity, and of which the great pattern
they pretend to copy set so very noble an example.

This day (the 6th of June) ieheld as a thankegiving for their
deliverance from a terrihle copspiracy that was formed ahout
twenty-one years ago by the Turkieh slaves, at one siroke to
put an end to the whole order of Malta, All the fountains of
the place were to be poisoned, and every slave had taken a
solemn oath to put his master to death.

It wae discovered by n Jew who kept a coffee-house. He
understood the Turkish language, and overheard some dis-
course that he thought suspicious. He went immediately and
informed the grand master. The suapected persons were in-
gtantly seized and put to the torture, and soon confessed the
whole plot. The executions were shocking. One hundred
and twenty-five were put to death by various torments.
Some were burned alive, some were broken on the wheel, and
some were torn to piecea by four galleys rowing different
way#, and each bringing off its limb, Hince that time the slaves
have heen much more atrictly watched, and have lesa liberty
than formerly. Adieu. 1 shall write to you again hefore we
leave Malta. Yours Kc,

.\

MELITA—KENIGHTS OF 5T. JOHN.—DUELLING.

Malta, Junc 1.

Tnss dny we made an expedition through the island in
coaches drawn by one mule each, the only kind of vehicle
the place uffurds. Our conductors could epeak nothing
but Arabic,which is still the language of the common peo-
EL(:. of Malta, so that you may believe we did not reap much

efit from their conversation. We went first to the ancient
city of Melita, which is near the centre of the island, and
commands a view of the whole, and in clear weather,
they preteud, of part of Barbury and of Sicily. The city
in strongly fortified, and is governed by an officer called the
Hahem. He received us very politely, and showed us the old
palace, which ie not indeed much worth the seeing. The ca-
thedral iw a very fine ehurch, and, although of an exceeding
large mize, in at present entirely hung with crimeon damask
richly laced with gold.

The catacombs, not far from the city, are a great work.
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They are sald to extend for fifteen miles under ground ; how-
ever, this you are obliged to take on the credit of your guides.
a8 it would rather be risking too much to put it to the trial.
Many people, they assure us, bad been lost in advancing too
far in them, the prodigious number of branches meaking it next
to impossible to find the way out again,

From this we went to see the Bosquettn, where the grand
master has his country palace; by the accounts we had of it
at Valetta, we expected to find a forest stored with deer and
every kind of game, as they talked much of the great hunte
that were made every year in these woode. We were not a
little surprised to find only a few scattered trees, and about
half a dozen deer; but as this is the ouly thing like a wood
in the island, it iz esteemed a very great curiosity, The
palace is as little worth seeing as the forest, though the pros-
pect from the top of it is very fine. The furniture is three or
four hundred vears old, and in the mwost Goilic taste that can
be imagined ; but, indeed, the grend master seldom or never
resides here. )

The great source of water thal supplies the city of Valetta,
takes it rise near to this place, and there is an agueduct com-
posed of some thousand arches, that conveys it from thence to
the city. The whole of this immense work was fiuished at the
private expense of one of tie grand masters.

Mot far from the old city there is a small church dedicated
to St. Paul; and just by the church a miraculous statue of the
saint with a viper ou lis hand, supposed to be placed on the
very gpot on which the house stood where he was received
after hia ghipwreck on this islund, and where he shook the
viper off his hand into the fire without being hurt by it; at
which time, the Maltese assures us, the saint cursed all the
venumous aninsals of the istand, and banished them for ever,
just as St. Pafrick treated thuse of his favourite isle.  Whether
this be the cause of it or nut, we shall leave to divines to defer-
mine {though if it hind, T think St. Luke would have mentioned
it in the Acts of the Apostica), but the fact is certain, that
there are no venomous animals in Malta. 'They agsured us
that ¥ipers had Leen brought from Sicily, and died almoat im-
mediately on their arrival.

Adjoining to the chureh, there is the celebrated grotio, in
which the saint was imprisened. It is looked upon with the
utmost reverence ond veneration; and if the stories they tell
of it be true, it i3 well entitled tu it all. It is exceedingly
damp, and produces (I believe by a kind of petrifaction from
the water) & whitish kind of stone, which they assures us,
when reduced to powder, is & sovereign remedy in many
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diseases, and saves the lives of thousands every year. There
is not ¢ house in the island thet is not provided with it; and
they tell us there are many boxes of it sent annually, net only
to Sicily and Italy, but likewise to the Levanft and the East
indies; and (what is considered a daily standiog miracle)
notwithstending this perpetnal consumption, it hes never been
exhausted, nor even seusibly diminished, the saint always
taking care to sapply them with a fresh quantity the day fol-
lowing.

You may be rure we did not fail to stoff our pockets with
this wonderful atone : [ suspected they would have prevented
ve, a8 I did not sappose the saint would have worked for
heretien; however, neither he nor the priests had any obtiec-
tion, und we gave them a fow prnds more for their eivility,
I tasted some of it, and believe it is a very harmless thing.
It tastes like exceeding bad magnesia, and I believe has Fretty
much the same effects,  They give about a tea-spooaful of it
to children in the =wall-pux and in fevers, It produces a
copioug aweat about half an bour after, and, they say, never
fails to be of service.  [tia likewise esteemed a certain remedy
againat the bite of uil venomous auimale.  There is a very fine
statoe of St. Taul in the middle of this grotto, to which they
ageribe great powers,

We were delighted, ou vur way back to the eity, with the
beanty of the setting sun, much superior, I think, to what I
have ever observed it ip Italy. The whole of the eastern parts
of the beavens, for Lalf an bour afier sousct, was of a fine
deep purple, and made a hesutiful appearance; this the Mal-
tese tell us is generally the cuse every evening at this season
of the year.

I forgot to say any thiog of var prescotation to the grand
master, for which | ask pardon both of you and him. His
pame i Pinto, and of o Portuguese family.  [le has now been
at the head of this singular little state for upwurds of thirty
years., e received us with great politcuess, and was highly
pleased to dind that some of us had been in TPortugal. He
mentioned the intimate commercisl counexions that had so
long subsisted betwixt our nations, and expressed hin desire
of heing of service to us, sud of rendering vur stay in hisisland
a# ugreeable as possible.  He is o clear-hended, sensible, little
old man, which, at we advanced a peried of life, is very un-
common,  Although be is conniderably wpwards of ninety, he
retains ali the fucultion of hin mind in perfection. He has no

* A smal) silver cein,
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minister, but manages every thing himself, and has immediate
jnformation of the most minute occurrences. He walke u

and down staire, and even to church, without assistance, an

hax the u.pﬁearance as if he would still live for many years.
His houechold attendance and court are all very princely;
and, as grand master of Maltr, he is more absolute, and pos-
sesses more power than most aovereign princes, His titles
are Serene Highness and Eminence; and as he has the die-
posal of all lucrative offices, he makes of his couneils what he
pleases ; besides, in all the councils that compose the jorisdic-
tion of this little nation, he himself presides, and bas two
votes. &ince he was chosen grand master, he has already
given away one hundred and twenty-six commanderies, some
of them worth vpwards of £2000 a-year, besides priories and
other offices of profit.  Ile has the disposal of twenty-one
commanderies and oue priory every five years, and as there
are always a number of expectants, he ia very tuch courted.

He is chosen by a eommittee of twenty-vne, which com-
niittee iz nominated by the sgven nations, three out of each
nation. The election must be over within three daye after the
death of the former grandmaster, and during these three days,
there is scarce a soul that sleeps at Malta—all is cabzal and
intrigue; and most of the knights are masked, to prevent
their particular attaclunents and connexions from being knowa ;
the moment the election is over, vvery thing returns again to
ite formoer channel.

The land foree of Malta is equal to the number of men in
the island fit to bear arms.  They have about five hundred re-
gulars belonging to the ships of war, and one hundred and
fifty compose the punrd of the prince. The two islands of
Malta and Gozo coutain about one hundred and fifty thonsand
iohabitants, The men are exceediogly rohust and hardy., [
have seen them rew from ten to twelve hours without inter-
mirsion, and without even appearing fo be fafigued.

Their gea force consists of four galleys, three galliots, four
shipe of sixty guns, and a frigate of thirty-six, besides a num-
ber of the guick-sailing little vessels called scampavias, lite-
ralty, runaways. Fheir ships, galleys, and fortifications, are
not only sup; licd with execllent artillery, but they have like~
wise invented a kind of ordoance of their own, unkoown to
al} the world besidex; for we found fo our no small amaze-
ment, that the rocks were not only cut into fortifications, bot
likewine into artitlery, to defend these fortifications, being
hollowed out in many places infe the form of immense mor-
tars. The clarge is said to be about a barrel of gunpowder,

F &
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over which they {place a large piece of wood, made exactly to
fit the mouth of the chamber, On thiz they heap a great
quantity of cannon balls, shells, or other deadly matenals;
and when an enemy’s ship approaches the harbour, they fire
the whole into the air, and they prefend it produces a very
great effect, making a shower for two or three hundred yards
round that would sink any vesmsel. Notwithstandiog the
supposad bigotry of the Maltese, the apirit of toleration is so
strong, that a mosque has lately heen built for their aworn
ensmien the Turks, Here the poor slaves are atlowed to en-
Jjoy their religion in peace. It ]lmpp-ened lately that some idle
hoys disturbed them during their service; they were immedi-
atelg' #ent to prison, and severely punished. The police, in-
deed, is much better regulated than in the neighbouring coun-
tries, and assassinations and robberies are vory uncommon;
thsdlast of which erimer the grand master prmshes with the
Myfpnont severity. DBut he is said, perhaps in compliance with
thigrejudices of his nation, to be much more relax with re-
gard to the first.

Perhaym Malta is the obly country in the world where duel-
ling is permitted by law. Astheir whole establishment ia ori-
ginally founded on the wild and romantic priveiples of chi-
valry, they have ever found it tuoe incensistent with those
principles to abolish dueilivg: but they have iaid it under
such restrictions an greatly to lessen its danger. These are
curious enocugh. The duellists are obliged to decide their
quarrel in one particular atreet of the eity; and if they pre-
sume to fight any where else, they are liable to the rigour of
the taw. But what is not less singulur, and much more in
their favour, they are obliged under the most severe penalties
to put up their sword, when vrdered so to do by a weman, a
pricst, ur o kniyht.

Under these limitations, in the midet of a2 great city, one
would imagine it almost impossible that a duet couid ever end
in blood ; huwever, this is wot the case; a cross is always
painted on the wall opposite to (he spot where 1 knight has
been killed, in eommonoration of his fall.  We ecounted about
twenty of these crosses,

About three months ago, two knights Lad a diepute at a
bilkiard table. One of them, after giving o greaf d-al of abu-
wive languarre, added n hlinw: hat, to the astonishment of all
Malta (in whaose aunals there is not a similar justance), after
s greal a provocation, he absolutely refused to fight his an-
tagonist. The ehallenge was repeated, and be lad time to re-
flect on the conseqgiences, but atitl he refused to enter the
lists. He was condemped to make ancnde honourable in the
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great charch of St. John for forty-five days succeanively ; then
to be confined in a dungeon without light for five years, after
which he i3 to remain a prisoner in the caatle for life. ~ The
unfortanate young man who received the blow is likewise in
disgrace, as he had not an an opporfunity of wiping it out in
the blood of his adversary.

This hae been looked upon as a very singular affair, and ia
still one of the principal topics of conversation. The tirst part
of the sentence has already been executed, and the poor wretch
ig now in hia dungeon. Nor ia it thought that any abatement
will be mude in what remains.

If the legislature in cother countries punished with eqnal
rigour those that do fight, as it does in this those that do not,
1 believe we scon would have an end of duelliog : but I
should imagine the punishment for fighting cught never to be
a capital one, but sometbing iguominious; and the punish-
ment for not tighting should always be so, or at least some
severe corporal punishment ; the ignominy will have as listle
effect on the person who will submnit {e the appellation of
coward, as the fear of death on one who makes it his glory to
despise if.

The Maltese still talk with horror of a sterm that happened
here on the 29th of Qctober 1757, which, as it was of a very
singular nature, I shall frauslate you some sceount of, from a
little book they have given me, written on that subject.

About three quarters of an hour after midunight, there ap-
peared to the south-west of the city a great black cloud,
which, as it approachied, changed its colour, till at last it be-
came like a flaine of fire mixed with black smoke. A dread-
ful noise was heard on its appronch, that alarmed the whole
eity. 1t passed over part of the port, and came first upon an
English ship, whicl iu an instant was torn to pieces, and no-
thing left but the hulk; part of the'masta, sails, and cordage,
were carried along with the cloud to a considerable distance.
The smatl boats and fellouques that fell in its way were all
broken to pieces, and sunk. The noise increased, and became
more frightful. A sentivel, territied at its approach, ran into
hig box; both he and it were lifted up, and carried into the
sea, where he perished. I then traversed a considerable part
of the city, and Jaid in ruins ahuost every thing that stoed in
its way. Several houses were Taid level with the ground, and
it did not leave oue steeple i 143 passage.  "Fhe bells of some
of them, together with the spires, were carried to a consider-
able distance. 7The roofs of the ehurches were demolished and
beat down, which, it if lad happened in the day time, must
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have bad dreadful consequences, g3 every one would jmmedis
ately have run to the charches.

It went off at the north-east point of the city, and, demo-
lishing the lighthouse, is said to kave mounted up in the air
with a frightful noise; ard passed over the sea to Bieily,
where it tore up some trees, and did other damages, but
nothing considerable; as its fury had been mostly spent upon
Malta. The number of killed and wounded amounted to near
two hundred, and the loss of shipping, houses, and churches,
was very considerable,

Several freatives have been written to account for this
singolar hurricane, but I have fonnd nothing at all satisfac-
tory. The sentiments of the pecple are concise and positive.
They declare with one voice that it was a legion of devilm let
loose to punish them for theirsins. There are a thousand people
iz Malta that will tuke their cath they saw them within the
cloud, ali as Black as piteh, and breathing out fire and brim-
atone, They adq, that if there had not been a few godly peo-
ple amongst them, the whole city would eertainly have been
involved in one aniveranl deatruction,

The horse races of Malta are of a very uncommon kind.
They are performed without either saddle or bridle, whip, or
mpur; and yat the horses are said to rou full epeed, and fo afe
ford a great deal of diversion.  They are accostomed to the
ground for momoe weeks before; and although it is entirely
vver rock and pavement, there e very aeldom any accidents.
They have races of azser and mulex, performed in the eame
mauner, fonr times every venr. The rider is only farnished
with 2 machine like a shoemaker's awl, to prick on his courser
if he is lazy.

As Maita is an epitume of all Europe, and an assemblage of
the younger brothers, who, are commonly the beat of its first
families, it is provably one of the bwat arademies for polite-
ness in this part of the globe besides, where every one is en-
titled by law as well as custom, to demund satisfaction for
the least hreach of it, people are under the necrasity of being
\'e?' exact and circumspect, both with regard to their words
and actions.

All the knights and crmmanders have much the appearance
of gentlemen and men of the world.  We met with no char~
acter 1n the extretne.  ‘fhe ridicules and prejudices of every

articular nation are by degrees softened and worn off by the
amiliar intercotrse and collision with each other. It is curi-
vus to ohserve the effect it produced vpon the various people
that compose this little medley. The Fronch skip, the Ger-
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man strut, and the Spanish atalk, are all mingled together in
such small ;)roportio::s, that none of them sre striking; yet
every one of these nations retain something of their original
charaeteristic; it is only the exuberance of it that is womn
off; and it is still casy to distinguish the inhabitants of the
south and north side of the Pyrenees, as well as those of the east
and weat side of the Rbine: for though the Parisian has, in a
great measure, lost his assuming air, the Spaniard his tacitur-
nity and solemnity, the German his formality and his pride,
yet still you see the German, the Frenchman, and the Spaniard
—it is only the earicature, that formerly made them ridicu-
lous, that has disappeared.

This institution, which iz a sirange compound of the mili-
tary and ecclesiastic, hae now subsisted for pearly seven hun-
dred years, and though I believe one of the first born, has
long survived every other child of chivalry. It posseswes great
riches in most of the Catholie countries of Furope, and did so
in Eungland too hefore the time of Henry VIII.; but that
capricious tyrant did not choose that any institution, however
ancient or respected, ehonld remain in his dominione that had
any doubt of his supremacy and infallibility ; he therefore
seized on all their possessions at the same time that he en-
riched himself by the plunder of the church. It was in vain
for them to plead that they were rather a military than an
ecclesiastic vrder, aud by their valour they had been of great
service to Evprope in their wara against the infidels; it waa
not agreeable to his system ever fo hear z reason for any
thing, and no person conld pessibly be right that was capable
of supposing that the king could be wrong.

Malta, as well as Sicily, was long under the tyranny of the
Sarncens, from which they were both delivered about the mid-
dle of the eleventh century by the valour of the Normans, af-
ter which fime the fate of dialta generally depended on that
of Sicily, till the Emperor Charles V., about the year 1530,
gave it, together with the island of Gozo, to the Knights of
St. John of Jerusalem, who at that time had lost the island of
BRhodes. In testimouy of this concession, the grand master is
ntill obliged every year to send o fuleon to the King of Sicily
or his viceroy, and on every new sucvession {o swear alle-
giance and to recetve from the hands of the Sicilian moparch
the investiture of these two izlands.

Ever since oar arrival here the weuther has been perfectly
clear and serene, without a clond in the gky ; and for some
time after aunset the heavens exhibit a most beautiful appear-
ance, which T don't recolleet to have observed any where
else.  The eastern part of the hemisphere appears of a rich
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deep purple, end the western is the true yellow glow of
Clsude Lorrain, that you used fo admire so much. The wea-
ther, however, is not Iintolerably hot; the thermometer stands
commonly betwixt 75 and 76 degrees Adieu. We are now

preparing for a long voyage, and it is not easy {o eay from
whence I hall write you next. Ever yours.

RETURN TO SICILY.

Agrigentum, June 11,

We left the port of Malta in a gparonaro which we hired to
convey ua to this city.

We coasted along the island, and went to take a view of the
north port, its fortifications and lazaretto.  All these are very
great, and more like the works of a mighty and powerful peo-
ple thaun of av small a state.  The mortars cut vut of the rock
are a tremendous invention., There are about {ifty of them
neusr the different crecks and landing-places round fhe island.
They are directed at the most prohable spots where boats
would attempt a landing. The wouths of sume of these mor-
tars are about six feet wide, and they are suid to throw a
Luodred cantars of cannou-balls or =tones. A cantar is, 1
think, about o hundred pounds® weight; so that if they do
take effect, they must wske a dreadiul havoe amongst a de-
barkation of hoats.

‘The distance of Malla from Gozo is uot above four or five
miles, and the small island of Cummine lies betwixt them.
The coasts of all the three are bure and barren, but covered
over with towery, redonhts, and fortilieations of vartous kinde,

As Gozo is supposed to be the celebrated island of Calypso,
you may believe we expected sumething very fine; but we
werp disappointed. Tt must either be greatly fallen off since
the time she uhabited it, or the Archbishup of Cambray, s
well as Homer, must lave Hatterced greadly in their painting.
We looked as we went along the coast for the grotio of the
goddess, but could see nothing that resembled i Neither
could we ohserve those verdant haoks eternally covered with
flowers, nor those lofty trees for ever in blossom, that lost
their heads in the cliouds, and afforded a shade to the =aered
baths of lier and her nymphs. We saw, indeed, sume uymplis ;
but as neither Calvpao nor Eucharis seemed to be of the num-
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ber, we paid little attention fo them, and I was in no appre-
hension about my Telemachus; indeed, it would have required
an imagination as strong a8 Don Quixote's to have brought
abont the metamorphosis. .

Finding our hopes frustrated, we ordered our sailors o pall
out to sea, and bade adieu to the ialand of Calypso, conciuding
either that our intelligence was false, or that hoth the island
and ite inhabitanta were greatly changed. We soon found
ourselves once more at the mercy of the waves; night came
on, and our rowers begsn their evening song to the Virgin,
and beat time with their oars. Theiroffering was acceptable,
for we had the most delightful weather. We wrapt ourselves
up in our cloaks, and slept most comfortably, having provided
mattrespes at Malta. By a little after daybreak we found we
had got without sight of all the islands, and saw only part of
Mount Altoa smoking above the waters. The wind sprung
gp ] 1fair, and by ten o'¢clock we had sight of the coast of

icily.

OUn considering the smallness of our hoat, and the great
breadih of this passage, we could not help admiring the te-
merity of these people, who, at all seasens of the year, ven-
tare to Sicily in these diminutive vessels; yetit is very seldom
that any accident happens, they are so perfeetly acquainted
with the weather, Foretelling, almost to a certainty, every
storm many hours before it comes on. The suilors lock upon
this passage as one of the most stormy and dangerous in the
Mediterranean. It is called the canal of AMalfa, and is much
dreaded by the Levant shipe; but, indeed, at this season there
is no danger.

We arrived at Siclly a little before sunset, and landed oppo-
site to Ragusa, aud not far from the ruing of the Little Hybla
—~the third town of that name in the island—diatinguished by

.the epithets of the Great %nvar Mount Etos), the Leaser (near

Auguata), and the Little (just by Ragusa). Here we found a
fine sandy beach, and while the servants were employed in
dressing supper, we amused ourselves with bathing and ga-
thering shells, of which there is a considerable variety. We
were in expectation of linding the nautilus, for which this
island is famous, but in this we did not succeed. However,
we picked up some handsome shells, though not equal to those
that are hrought from the Indies.

After supper we again launched cur bark and went to sea.
The wind wna as favourable ag we conld wish., We had our
nightly serenade as usual, and the next day, by twelve o'cleck,
we reached the celebrated port of Agrigentum.

The captain of the port gave us a polite reception and in=
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wisted on accompanying us to the city, which stands near the
top of & mountain, four miles distant from the harbour, and
about eleven hundred feet above the level of the sen. The
roed on each side is bordered by a row of exceeding large
American aloes, upwards of one-third of them being at present
in full blow, and making fthe most beautiful appearance that
can be imagined. The flower-stems of this noble plant are in
genetal betwixt twenty and thirty feet high (some of them
more), and are covered with flowers from top to bottom,
which taper regularly, and form a Leaudiful kind of pyramid,
the base or pedestal of which ia the fine spreading leaves of
the plant. As this is esteemed in northern countries one of
the greatest curiosities of the vegetable tribe, we were happy
at eeeing it in so great perfection—much grester, I think, than
Y had ever seen it before,

With us, I thick, it is vulgarly reckoned (thongh I believe
falsely), that they only flower once fu a hundred yeors. Here
I was informed, that, at the latest, they always blow the sixth
year, but for the most part the fifth.

As the whole zubstance of the plant ia carried into the stem
and the flowers, the leaves begin to decay ag roon as the blow
is completed, and a numerous offspring of young plants are
produced roand the root of the old one: these are elipped off
and formed into new plantations, either for hedges or for ave-
nues to their country houaes,

The city of Agrigentun, new called (iirgenti, is irregutar
and ugly, though from a fow miles distance at sea it makes a
noble appearance, little infirior to that of Genoa, As it lies
cn the slope of the mountain, the houses do not hide one an-
other, but every part of the city is seen.

Onr our arrival we found a preat falling off indeed ; the
houses are mean, the streets dirty, crocked, and narrow, I
still confains near twenty thousand people; a sad reduetion
from ity ancient grandeur, when it was siid to consist of no
lees than eight hundred thousand, being the next city to Sy-
racuse for umbers,

The Canonico Spoto, from Mr. Hamitton's letter, and from
our former acquaintance with him at Naples, gave us a kind
and hospitable reception. He insisted on our heing his guests ;
and we are now iu his house, comfortably lodged and elegantly
entertained, which, alter our crowded little apartment in the
sparonaru, is by no means a disagreeable chauge. Farewell,
Fahal} write you sgnin goon.  Ever yours,
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REMAINS OF AGRIGENTUM.

Agrigentum, June 12.

WE are just now returned from examining the antiquities of
Agrigentum, the most considerable, perhaps, of any in Sicily.

The ruing of the ancient city lie about a short mile from the
modern one. These, like the ruins of Syracuse, are mostly
converted info corn fields, vineyards, and orcherds; but the
remains of the temples here are nuch more conspicuous than
those of Syracuse. Four of these have stood pretty much in a
right line, near the south wall of the city. The firat they eall
the femple of Venus, almost one-half of which still remains.
The second ia that of Covcord: it may be considered as entire,
not one column baving as yet fallen. It is precisely of the
same dimensions and same architecture as that of Venus, which
had probably gerved as the model for it. By the following in-
scription, found on a large piece of marble, it appears to have
been built at the expense of the Lilibitaui, probably after hav-
ing been defeated by the people of Agrigeninm :—

CONCOADIY AGRIGENTINOBRUM SACAUN,
RESFDELICA LILIBITANCRUM,
EEDICANTIRCE M. ATTERIO CAXDIDD FROCDE.
ET L. CORBNELIO MABCELLO.
¢ F.R. P L

These temples are supported by thirteen large fluted Dorie
colomms on each side, and six at each end. All their bases,
capitals, entablutures, &c., still remain entire; and as the
architecture is perfectly sim]ple, without any thing affected or
studied, the whole strikes the eye at once, and pleases very
much. The columps are indeed, shorter then the common
Dori¢ proportions, and they certainly are not so elegant aw
some of the ancient temples near Rome and in other places in

Italy.

’l%e third temple is that of Hercules, altogether in ruing, but
appears o have been of a much greater size than the lormer
two. We measured some of the broken colamns, near seven
feet in dismeter. [t was here that the famous statue of Her-
cules stood, s0 much celebrated by Cicero, which the people of
Agrigentum defended with such bravery against Verres, who
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attempted fo eeize it. You will find the whole story in his
pleadings against that infamous preetor.

There was likewise in this temple a farmous picture by Zeuxis.
Hercules was represented in his cradle killing the two ser-
pents; Alemena and Amphitrion having just entered the apart-
ment, were painted with every mark of terror and astonish-
ment. Pliny savs the painter look upon this piece as invalu-
able, and therefore could never be prevailed on to put a price
upon it, but gave it as a present to Agrigentum, to be placed
in the tempde of Hercules. These two great masterpieces have
been lost.  We thought of them with regret whilst we trodon
these venerable ruins.

Near to this e the rins of the temple of Jupiter Olympua,
eupposed by the Sicilian aucthors te have been the largest in
the heathen world. 1t is vow called ! Tempio de Giganti, or
the Giant’s Temple, na the people cannot conceive tlat such
masses of rock could ever be put together by the hands of or-
dinary men. The fragments of columns are indeed enornious,
and give us a vast idea of tlis fabrie. It is 3pid to have atood
till the vear 1141, but is now a perfeet ruin. Qur Cicerones
assured us it was cxactly the same dimensions with the church
of Bt. Peter at Home; but in this they are egregiously mis-
taken, St Peter's beiug much greater thun any thing that ever
the heathen world produced.

There are the remaius of many more temples, and other
great works, hut there, [ think, are the most conspicucus,
They sbow you that of Vulean, of 1'roserpine, of Castor and
Poliux, and a very remarkable ouve of Juno, This, foo, waa
enriched by one of the most famous pictures of antiyuity, which
ir celebrated by many of the uncient writers.  Zeuxis was de-
termined to excel every thing that had gone before him, and
to form a model of human perfeetion, To this end he prevailed
on all the finest women of Agrigeutum, who were even ambi-
tious of the honour, to appear nuked hefore him.  (Of these he
chose five for his models, and mouldering all the perfections of
these brauties iuto one, he compoeed the pieture of the god-
dras.  This was ever looked upon as hig masterpiece, but was
unfortunately burnt when the Carthaginians took Agrigentam.
Mauy of the citizens retired into this temple s to a place of
safety, but as soun as they found the gates attacked by the
enemy, they agreed to set fire to it, and chose rather to perish
in the flames than submit to the power of the eonquerore.
However, nvither the destruction of the temple, nor the lose
of their lives, has been ko much regretted by posterity as the
toes of the picture.

The temple of Alsculapius, the ruins of which are still to be
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seen, was not less celebrated for a statue of Apolle. It waa
taken from them by the Carthaginians at the same fime that
the temple of Juno was burnt. It wag carried off by the con-
querors, and continued the greatest ornament of Carthage for
many years, and was at last reatored by Scipio at the final
destruction of that city. Some of the Sicilians allege, I be-
believe without any ground, that it was afterwarda carried to
Rome, an® still remaing there, the wonder of all ages, known
to the whole world under the name of the Apollio of Belvidere,
and allowed to be the perfection of human art.

I should be very tedious were I to give you a minute des-
cription of every piece of antiquity. Indeed, little or nothing
is to be learned from the greater part of them. The ancient
walls of the city are mwostly cut vut of the rock; the cata-
combe and sepulchres are all very great; one of these is
worthy of particular notice, becanse it is mentioned by Poly-
bius as being opposite to the temple of Hercules, and to have
been struck by lightning even in lus time. 1t remains almost
entire, and answers the description he gives of it; the inscrip-
tions are so defaced that we could malke nothing of them.

This ig the monument of Tero, King of Agrigentum, cone of
the firat of the Sicilian tyrants. The great antiquity of it may
be gathered from this, that Tero is not only mentioned by Dio-
doras, Polybivs, and the later of the ancient historians, but
likewise by Heredotus and Pindar, who dedicutes two of hia
Olympie Odes to him; so that this monument must be more
than two thousand years old. It is a kind of pyramid, pro-
bably one of the mest durable forme.

All these mighty ruins of Agrigentom, and the whole moun-
tain on which it etapds, are composed of a concretion of sea~
shells run together, and cemented by o kind of gravel, and
now become as hard, and perhaps more durable than even
marble itself. This stone is white before it has been exposed
to the air, but in the temples and other ruins, it becomes of a
dark brown. I shall bring home rome pieces of it for the in-
spection of the curions. Ifound these shella on the very sum-
mit of the mountain, at least fourteen or fifteen hundred feet
above the level of the sea. They are of the commonest kinds,
cockles, mussels, oysters, &c.

The things, we know, sre neither rick nor rare ;
But wonder how the devil they got there.

By what means they have been lifted up te this vaat height,
and so intimately mixed with the substance of the rock, I
leave to you md your philosophical fricnds to determine. This
old battered globe of ours has probably suffered many convul-
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gions not recorded in any history. You have heard of the vast
stratum of bones lately discovered in Istria and Oseero; part
of it runs below rocka of marbie, upwards of forty feet in
thickeess, and they have not yet been able fo ascertaln its ex~
tent : something of the same kind has been found in Dalmatia,
in the islands of the Archipelugo, and lately, I am told, in the
rock of Gibraltur. Now, the Deluge recorded in scripture
will hardly account for all the appesrances of this sort to be
met with, almost in every country in the world. Rutlam
interrupted by visitors, which is a lucky circumstance both
for you and me, for I was just goiug to be very philosophical,
and consequently very dull. Adien,

ANCIENT GHREATNESS OF AGRIGENTUM.

grigentum, June 13.

TeE interruption in my last was a deputation from the bishop,
to invite us to a great dinner to-moerrow at the port, so that
we shall know whether thia place atill deserves the character
of luxury it always held among the ancients. Webave great
reason to think, frum the politeness and attention we have met
with, that it has never loat ita ancient hospitality, fur which
it was likewise so much celebrated.

Plato, when he visited Sicily, wan so much etruck with the
luxury of Agrigentum, both iu their houses aud their tables,
that a sayiog of his is atill recorded, that they Luilt as if they
were pever to die, and ate as i they had not an hour to live,
1t is preserved by Alian, aud i3 just now before me.

He tells noatery by wuy of illustration, which shows a much
greater couformity of manners thun one eould have expected,
betwixt tie young nobility amoeng the ancivate and our own
at this day. He saya, that after a great fiust, where there was
a bumber of voung prople of the first fushion, they got all wo
much intoxicuted, that from their reeling and tuinbling upon
one another, they imagined they woere at sea in a storm, and
began to thiuk themselves in the most immineut danger; at
laat they sgreed, that the ooly way to save their lives was to
lighten the ship, und with one secord began to throw the rich
furniture out of the windows, to the great ediBeation of the
mob below, and did not atop till they hud entirely cleared the
house of it, which, from this exploit, wax ever after denomi-
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nated the &riremes, or the ship. He says it was one of the
principal palaces of the city, aud retained thiv name for ever
after. In Dublin, I have been told, there are more than one
friremes ; and that this frolic, which they call throwing the
house out of the window, is by no means uncommon.

At the pame time that Agrigentum is abused by the ancient
authors for ita drunkenness, 1t is as much celebrated for its
horpitality ; ond I holieve it will be found, that this virtue
apd this vice bave ever had a surt ol sucaking kindness for
each other, and have gencrally gope hand in hand, hoth in
ancient and in modern times.  The Swisg, the Scots, and the
Irish, who are at present the most drunken people in Europe,
zre likewise, in all probability, the most Lhospitable ; whereaa
in the very sober countrics, ¥pain, Portugal, aad Italy, hospi-
tality is a virtue very litile known, or indeed any other virlue
except sobrivty, which has been produced probably a good
deal from the tyravuy of their governments, and their dread of
the inquisition ; for where cvery person is in fear lest lig real
sentiments should appear, it would be very dangerous to un-
lock his leart; but in countrvies where there are neither civil
nor ecelesinstical tyranta to lay au embargoe on our thoughts,
peorle are under no apprehension lest they should be known.

However, these nre not the only reasons,  ‘The moral virtees
and vices may sometimes depend on natural canses,  The
very elevated situntion of this city, where the air is exceed-
ingly thie and cold, has perbaps lieen one reason why its in-
hahitants are fouder of wine than their neighbours in the
valleys.

"The same may be said of the three nations I have mentioned,
the greater part of their countries lying amongst hills and
mountaine, where the climate rendera strong liguors mare
neceseary, or at least less pernivious, than in low places. It
Iz not surprising that this practice, probably begun amongst
the mountains, where the air is 2o kecn, has by degrees crept
down into the vallevs, and has at last hecowne almoat epidemni-
cal in those countriva.

Fazzelle, after railing at Agripentum for ifs drunkenness,
ndde, that there was no town in the island so0 eelebrated for
taken carc of, and speut the remainder of their lives in ease
and plenty. 1 could wish that vur conntrymen would iniitate
the gratitude and humunity of the Sicilisus in this article, at
loast the Iatter part of it. "I dou't know that our nation can
80 justly be toxed with cruelty or ingratitude in any other
article a8 in their treatment of horses, the animal that of all
others in the moat entitled to our care. How piteous a thing
it is, on many of your great roeds, to sce the finest old hunters,
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The accounts that the old authors give of the magnificence
of Agrigentum are amaziag, though, indeed, there are none of
them that proclaim it in stronger terme than the mopuments
that still remair. Dijodorus says, that the great vessels for
bolding water were commonly of silver, and the litters and
carriages for the most part were of ivory richly adorned. He
mentions a pond made at an immense cxpense, full of fish and
of water-fowl, that in his 1ime was the great resort of the in-
habitants on their festivais; but he says, that even then (in
the age of Augustus) it was going to ruin, reguiring teo great
an expenge to keepr it up.  There is not now the smaliest
vestige of it ; but there ja eiill to be seen a curious spring of
water that throws up a kind of oil on its sorface, which is
made use of by the poor people in many dieeases. This js
supposed to mark out the place of the celebrated pond, which
i8 recorded by Pliuy and =olinus to have abounded with this
oil,

Diodorus, speaking of the riches of Agrigentum, mentions
one of ita citizens returning victoricus from the Olympic
games, and entering his city atfended by three hundred
chariots, each drawn by four white horses richly caparisoned ;
and gives many other instances of their vast protusion and
luxury. .

Those horses, according to that author, were esteemed all
over Greece for their beauty aud ewiftness, and their race in
celebrated by many of the ancient writers,

Arduus inde Agragas ostentat maximo longe
Mernis, maguanimum quondam genCrator equoTUm.

raya Virgil in the third Foeid : and Pliny acquaints us, that
those which had been victorious at the games were not only
honoured with burial rites, bat had mapnifiernt monumeuts
erected to eternise their memuory,  This Tingeos confirma: he
tells un, that he saw at Agrigentmn several pyramids built ne
sepulehral monuments to ¢elebrated horses : he adds, that when
those animals became old and unfit for service, they were always
hind the great z)tar, they can hold a conversation in very low
whisprers,

For many years this singularity was little known; and
saveral of the confessing chairs heing placed near the grest
altar, the wags who were in the seeret used to take their
stationsat the door of the cathedral, aud by this means heard
diatinctly every word that passed betwixt the confessor and
his penitent ; of which, you may believe, they did not fail te
make their owu use when vccasion nffered.  The most secret
intriguen were discovered, and every woman in Agrigentom
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that were once the glory of the cliase, condemned, in the
decline of life, to the tyranny of the moat eruel eppressors, in
whose hands they suffer the most extreme misery, till they at
last gink under the taek that is assigned them. I am called
away to see some more antirues, but shall finish this letter to-
uight, as the post goes off for Italy to-morrow morning.

L3k, aficrnoen.—We have seen o great many old walls and
vaults that little or nothing can be made of. They give them
uames, and pretend to tell you what they were; but as they
bear no resemblance to those things now, it would be no less
idle to trouble you with the nonsense than to helieve it, We
have indeed seen one thing that has amply repaid us for the
trouble we have faken. It is the representztion of a boar-
bunt, in afte reliers, on white marble ; aod is at least equal, if
not superior, to any thing of the kind I have met with in Ttaly.
It coansists of four different parts, which forn the history of
this remarkable chase and its consequences.

The first is the preparation for the hunt. There are twelve
hunters, with each his lance, and a short hanger under hia left
arm of a very singular form. The dogs resemble those we
call lurchers. The horses are done with great fire and spirit,
and are perhaps a hetter proof of the excellence of the race,
than ever the testiwony of their anthors; for the artist that
formed these must certainly have been accustomed fo see very
fine horses.

The second piece represents the chase; the third the death
of the king, by a fall from his horse; and the fourth the
depair of the queen and her attendmits on receiving the news,
She is represented as falling down iu a swoon, and supported
by her women, who are all in fears.

It is executed in the most masterly atvle, and is indeed one
of the finest remains of antiynity It is preserved in {he great
church, which is noted through all Seily for a remarkable
echo—something in the manuer of our whispering gallery at
St. Paul's, though more difficulf to be accounted for. If one
person standy at the weat gate, and another places iimself on the
corice, at the most distunt point of the clurch, exactly be-
its hospitality. 1le saya thut many of the vobles had servanta
placed at the gates of the city, to iuvite all strangers to their
houses, It is iu reference to this probably, that Empedocles
says, that even the gates of the eliy proclaimed a welcome to
every stranger. From our experience we are well entitled to
say, that the people of Agrigentm still retain this antiquated
virtue, so little known in polite countries. To-morrow we
ghall have a better opportunity of judging whether it is still
accompanied by ite sister vice.
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changed either her gallant or her confessor. Yet niill it waw
the same. At last, however, the couse was found out; the
chaira were removed, and other precaufions were taken, to
prevent the discovery of theese sacred mysteries, and a mutnal
ammesty passed amoog all the offended parties.

Agrigentum, like Syracuge, was long subject to the yoke of
tyrants. Fauzzello gives some account of tilleir eruelty, but [
have no intention of repeating it; one stury, however, pleased
me; it iy a well-known owe, bot us it is short you shall
have it,

Perillo, o goldsmith, by wey of paying court to Plalaris the
tyraut, made him a preseut of a brazen buil, of admirable
workmanship, hollow within, aud se contrived that the voice
of a persen ehut up in it sounded exactly like the bellowing
of a real bull.  The artist pointed cut to the tyrant what an
admirable eftect thir must produce, were he only to shut up a
few criminald in it and make a fire under them.

Plalaris, struck with so horrid an idea, and perhapa to tey
the experunent, tuld the goldsmith that he himsell was the
only peraon worthy of animating his bull; that he muat have
etudied the note that made it roar to the greatest advantage,
and that it would be unjuat tu deprive him of any part of the
honour of his invention, Upon which he ordered the gold-
wmith to be shut up, and made s great fire around the bull,
which inmediately began to roar, to the admiration and de-
Yight of all Agrigentum.  Cicero says, this bull waa carried to
Carthage at the taking of Agrigentum, and was restored
again by Secipio after the destruction of that city.

Fazzelio adds another story, which is atill more to the
honour of Phalaris, Two friends, Melanippus and Cariton,
had conspired hin death. Caritun, in Lhopes of eaving his
friend from the danger of the enterprisy, determined t0 execute
it alone., Iluwever, in his aitemnpt to poniard the tyranf, he
was geized by the voards, and inunediately put to the torture
to make him confera hig avcumplice: thiz he bore with the
utmost fortitude, refusing to muke the discovery; till Mela-
nippus, informed of the situation of bis friend, ran to the
tyrant, assuring him that he alone was the gnilty person, that
it was entirely Ly bis instigation that Cariton had acted ; and
begged that he might Le put on the rack in the place of his
:;r;eud. Phalurie, struck with such hervieni, pardoned them

th.

Notwithstanding this generour action, be was in many re=
spects & barharous tyrant. Fazzello gives the following
accoant of his death, with which I shall conclude this letter,
for 1 am monstrovsly tired, and I dare say &0 are you. Zeno,
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the philosopher, came to Agrigentum, and being admitted into
the presence of the tyraot, advised bim, for hiz own comfort
as well as that of lis subjects, to resign his power, and to
Yead a private life. Phalaris did not relish these philosophical
sentimente, and, suspecting Zene fo be in a conspiracy with
some of his subjects, ordered him to be pat to the torture in
the presence of the citizens of Agrigeninm.

Zeno immediately began to reproach them with cowardice
and pusillanimity in submilting tamely to the yoke of so
worthless a tyrant, and in o short time raised such a flame,
that they defeated the guards, sud stowed Phalaris to death.
I dare aay you are glad they did it so quickly. Well, T shall
not write such long letters for ihe future: jur, I assure you, it
18 at least aw troublesuome to the writer as fu the reader,
Adien. We shall sail to-morrow or next moruing for Trapani,
from whence you may expect to hear from me. We are now
going out to examine moure antique walls, but I shall not
trouble you with them. Farewell.

SICILIAN EVICURES—JOURNEY TO PALERMO.—
SPANTSII TYRANNY.

June 16,

WHEN I have nothing else to do, 1 generaliy take up the pen-
We are now on the top of a Ligh wountain, about half way
betwixt Agrigeutum aud Palermo. Qur sea expedition by
Trﬂlllu.'ni has failed, and we are determined to put no more
conlidence in thai clement, lappy bevond measure to find our-
pelves at a distance from i, thougl in the most wretched of
villagezs, Weo have travelled ull night on mules, sod arrived
here about ten o'clock, overcome with gleep and futigue. We
have just had an excellent dish of tea, which uever failas to
cure me of hoth, aud F am wow as fresh as when we set out.
It has not Sad the sume effeet on my companions ; they have
thrown the mselves down ou a vile straw bed in the corner «f
the hovel, and in spite of a parcel of starved chickens, that
are luttering about and picking the straws all round them,
they are already fast asleep.

I shall seize that time to recapifulafe what has happened
Rin e my last.

Q@
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The day after 1 wrote you, we made some little excureions
round Agrigentam. The country is delightful, producing corn,
wing, and oil, in the greatest abundance; the Selds are a$ the
same fime covered with a variety of the finest fruite, oranges,
lemons, pomegranates, almonds, pistachio-nuts, &c. These
afforded ue almost as agreeable an entertainment as the con-
sideration of the ruing from whence they spring.

‘We dined with the bishop, according to agreement, and rose
from table convinced that the ancient Agrigentini could not
possibly understand the true luxury of enting better than their
descendants, to whom they bave transmitted a very compe-~
tent portion both of their social virtues and vices, I beg their

on for calling them vices, I wish I liad a softer name for
1t; it looks like ingratitude for their hospitality, for which we
owe them 8o much. :

We were just thirty at table, but, upon my word, 1 do not
think we had less than a hundred dishes of meat. These were
dressed with the richest and most delicate sances, and coo-
vinced us that the old Roman proverb of “ Sicwlus coquus, e
Sicula mensa” [a Sicilian cook, and a Sicilian table] was not
more applicable in their time than it is at present. Nothing
waswanting that covld be invented to stimulate and to fiatter
the palate, and to ereate a false appetite as well as {o satiefy
it. Some of the very dishes so much relished by the Roman
epicures made a part of the feast, particularly the morene,
which is 8o often mentioned by their suthors. It is a species
of eel, found ouly in this part of the Mediterranean, and sent
from bence fo several courts of Europe. It is ot so fat and
uscious as other eels, so that you can eat a good deal more
of it; its flesh ia as white a8 suow, and is indeed a very great
delicacy. But a modern refinement in luxury has, I thisk,
still produced a greater; by a particular kind of menagement
they make the livers uf their tuwls grow to a large size, and
at the same time acquire a high aud rich flavour. 1t is indeed
a most incomparable dish; but the means of procuring it is so
cruel, that 1 will not even trust it with you, Perhaps, with-
out any bad intention, you might mention it to some of your
friends, they to others, 111l at Jast it might come into the handa
of those that would be glad to try the experiment, and the
whole race of poultry might ever have reasun to curse me; let
it puffice to say, that it vccasione o painful and lingering death
to the poor Lird: thut I koow is enough to make you wish
never to taste of it, whatever eflect it may have upon others.

The Sicilianm ate of every thing, aud attempte({)‘J to make us
do the same.  The company was remarkubly merry, and did
by no means belie their ancient character, for mont of them
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were more than half seas over long before we rose from table;
end I was somewhat apprehensive of a second edition of the
{riremes scene, a8 they were beginning to reel exceedingly.—
By ihe bye, I do not doubt but that the phrase of half-seus
over may have taken its origin from some such story. They
begged us to make a bow! of punch, a liquor they had often
heard of, but bad never seen. The materials were immediatel
found, and we succeeded so well, that they preferred it to all
the ‘wines on the tuble, of which they had a great variety. We
‘were obliged to replenish the howl so often, that T really ex=
pected to see most of them under the table. They called it
Pontio, and spoke loudly in ite praise, declaring that Pontio
{alluding to Pontius Pilate} was a much better fellow than
ever they had taken him for. However, after dinner, one of
them, a reverend canon, grew excessively sick, and while he
was throwing up, he turned to me with a rueful countenance,
snd shaking his head, he groaned out, “ 4k, signor capitane,
sapeve sempre che Pontio era un graade traditere™—|1 always
kmew that Pontivs was a great traitor.] Another of them,
overhearing him, exclaimed,  depeftateri, signor cansnico.—
Niente al pregiudizio di Signor Lontio, vi prege.  Hecordate,
che Poutiv v'ha fulto un canonico, et Pontio ha fatto sue ec-
cellenza uno vescovo. Noir scordatevi mai di vostri amiet—
[Not so fast, my good canon. Nothing to the prejudice of
Eignor Pontius, if you please. Remember, Ivntius made yon
a canon, and Pontivs also raade hisexcellency a bisbop. Never
forget your friends. ]

Now, what dv you think of these reverend fathers of the
church P—their merif, you will easily perceive, does uot con-
giat in fasting acd prayer. 'fheir (_'l'l_‘i_‘({, they aay, they have a
good deal modernised, and it is much siupler than that of
Athanaginr.  One of them told@ me, that if we would but stay
with them for sume little time, we should suon be convinced
that they were the happiest fellows on earth.  © We have ex-
pltoded,* said hie, < from our sysfem every thing that is dismal
or melancholy, aud are persuaded that, of all the roads in the
universe, the road to heaven murt be the pleasantest and leas
gleomy ; if it be not s0,” added he, * God have mercy upon
us, for I am afraid we shall never get there” 1 told him 1
covld not flatter liim—** thut if laughing was really a sin, as
some people taught, they were certainly the greatest of all
winpers,” ¢ Well,” said Iis, “we shall at least endeavour fo
be happy here, and that, T am persuaded, is the hest of all pre-
parations for happivess hereafter, Abstinence from all innocent
and Inwful pleasures we reckon one of the greatest sins, and
guard ageingf it with the utmost coare; and I am pretiy aure
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it in a #in that none of us here will ever be damned for.” He
concluded by repeating two lines, which he told me was their
favourite maxim, the meaning of which was exactly the same
as those of Mr. PPope—

For God ie paid when man yeccives;

To enjoy is to obey.
This is not the first time I have met with thjs libertine
apirit amongst the Romaa Catholic clergy. There is so much
nousense and mummery in their worship, that they are afraid
lest strangers shonld ULclieve they are sérions, and perhaps too
often fly in the upposite extreme.

We were, however, much pleased with the bishop; be is
greatly and desvrw-dl_\' respected, yet g presence did nowise
dimimsh, but rather increased the jollity ot the company. He
entered into every juke, juined iu the repartee, at which he is
a great proficient, and entirely Jaid aside his episcopal digoity,
which, however, e knows ve ry well to assume when it is ne-
cessary. 1le placed us uext to ldmself, and hebaved, indeed,
in every respect with the preatest case and pullien(.*ss He
belongs tu one of the first fanilies of the island, aud is hrother
to the 'rince of 1 had bis whole pedigres pat, but now
I have lost it no matter, he is au honest, pleasant little fel-
low, and that is of wuch more eonsequence,  Ile 1w not yet
forty ; and so high a prometion, at &0 carly a period of life, is
reckoned very extravrdiiary . this being the richest bishopric
in the kingdum. Iie is oopgood scholor, and very deeply read,
both in ancient and madern Jearning, sond his genius i8 in ne
degree tuferior to his erudition.  The simitarity of character
and circumstances struck me so strongly, that 1 epuld scaree
help thiking I bad gor Leside our worthy and respectable
friead, the Bishop of I——y, which, I axsure you, still added
greatly to the pleasure § had inLis compuny. 1 told the bishop
of thiz, adding, that he was hrotler to Lord B 1; he
seemed much pleased, and said, lwe lod often beard of the
family, both when Lord 13 I was winbasandor in Spain, and
ki# other brother commander in the Mediterrnoean,

We found in this compauy a number of freemasons, whoe
were delighted beyeud measure when they discovered that we
were theiy brethren.  They pressed us to spend a few more
daye amongst them, aud oflered us letters to Pulermo, and
every other town we should think of visitiug; but the beats
are increasing so violently, that we were afraid of prolonging
our expedition, lest we ﬂhuu\d Le cunght by the sirocco winds,
supposed to Llow from the hurning deserts of Africa, and some-
times attended with dangerous conseiquences to those that
travel over Sicily.
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But I #nd I have omitted several circumstances of our din-
ner. | should bave fold you, that it was an annual feast given
by the nobility of Agrigentum to the bishop. 1t was served
in an immense granary, half full of wheat, on the sea-shore,
chosen on perpose to avoid theheat, The whole was on plate;
and what appeared siogular to us, butI believe iz a much bet-
ter method than ours, great part of the fruit was served v
with the second course, the first dish of which that went roun
was strawberries. The Sicilians were a good desl surprised
to ger us eat them with ereum and sugar, yet upon trial they
did not at all dislike the composition.

The dessert cousizted of 2 great variety of froits, and a afill
greater of ices; these were so disguised in the shape of
peaches, figs, vranges, nuts, &c., that & person unaccustomed
to ices might very easily have been taken in, as an honest sea-
officer was lately at the house of a certain minister of your
acquaintance, not less distivguished for the elegance of his
table than the exact formality and subordination to be ob-
served at it. After the second course wag removed, and the
icea, in the ghape of various fruits and sweatmeats, advanced
by way of rearguard, one of the servants carried the figure of
a fine large peach to the captnin, whe, unacquainted with de-
ceit of any kiud, never doubted that if was a real one, and
cutting it through the middle, in 2 moment had one large half
of it in hia mouth. At first he only looked grave, and blew
up his cheeks to give it more room ; but the viclence of the
eold soon getting the Letter of his patience, he began to tum-
bie it about fromw side to side in hiz mounth, his eyea rushing
out of water, till at last, able to hold no longer, he apit it out
upon his plate, exclaining with a horrid ocath, ¢ As I live, &
painted snowball I and wipivg away his tears with bis nap-
kin, hie turned iu a rage to the Itulian servant that had helped
bim, with a ** ('onfound you, you macaroni rascal, what did
you mean by thatt” The fellow, who did not understand a
word, could not forbear emiling, which still further convinced
the captain that it was o trick; and he was jost going to
throw tlie rest of {the snow-ball iu his face, bat was prevented
by one of the cumpany; when recovering from his passion,
and thinking the object unwerthy of it, he only added in a
softer tone, ' Very well, neighbour, T only wish I had you on
board ehip for half an hour, you sheuld have a dozen before
you could say Jack Hobinsou, for all your pajuted cheeks.”

1 ask pardon for this digression, but as it 1sa good langhable
atory, 1 Luow you will excuose i,  About six o'clock, we took
& cordial leave of our jolly friends at Agvigentum, and em-
barked on board our eparonmaro at the uew port. 1 should
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have told you, that this harbour has lately been made at a very
great expense, this city having always been one of the princi-
Eul ports of the island for the exportation of grain. The

ishop and hig company went into a large barge, and eailed
round the harbour; we saluted them as they went outf, they
returned the compliment, and we teck a second leave. The
evening was fine, and we coasted along for a good many miles ;
we passed several points and little promontories, that were
exceedingly beantiful and pictureeque ; many of them were
covered with noble large alves in full blow. In one place, I
counted upwards of twhb hundred of those fine majestic plants
all in flower—a sight whicl I imagined was hardly to be met
with in the world. After sunsct—alas! fain would I conceal
what happened after sunset—hut life, yon know, is ckequered
with good and evil, and it would have been great presumption
to receive ro much of the one, without expectiog a little dash
of the othier too.  Besides, o sen expedition in nothing without
a storm. Our journal would never have been readable had it
not been for this.  Well, T nasure you, we Lhad it. It was not
indeed 80 violent ag the great one off' Louisburg, or perhaps
even that deseribed by Virgil, the reading of which is said to
have made people sea-sick, hut it was rather too much for our
little bark. T waa roing to tell you, that after sunset the sky
began to overcast, and in a short time the whole atmosphers
appeared fiery and throatening. We attempted to get into
some creek, but could find vene. The wind grew loud, and
we found it was in vaio to proceed; but as the night was
dark and hazy, we were dubious about the possibility of
reaching the port of Agrigentum. [owever, this wae all we
had for it, as there woere none other within many miles. An-
cordingly, we tacked about, and plying hoth oare and sail,
with great care nut to come amoogst the rocks and breakers,
tn about two Lours we spied the lighthouse, by which we di-
rected our conrse, and got safely into port betwixt one and
two in the moruing : we lay down on our mattress, and slept
sound till ten, when finding the falsity of anr hypothensis, that
there could be no had weather in the Mediterranean at this
seagon, we unanimously agreed to have nothing more to do
with sparonaros, and sent immediately to engage mules to
carty ux over the monntaiug to T*alermo. The storm continued
with violence the whole day, and made us often thank Heaven
we had got safely back. It was not $ill five in the afternoon
thet we had mules, guides, ond guards provided us, when we
set off pretty mucl in the same order, and with the aame equi-
page, as we had done ahout three weeks ago from Messma.

Oer guards attempted to flll us with the most dreadful appre-
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henrions of this road, showing us every mile where such a one
‘was robbed, euch another was murdered, and entertained us
with such melancholy ditties the greater part of the way.
Indeed, if one-half ofy their stories be {rue, it is certainly the
moet dangerous road in the world ; butI looked upon most of
them as fictiona, invented only to ipcrease their own conse-
quence, and to procure a little more money. There is indeed
some foundation for these stories, as there are numbers of gib~
bets erected on the road in terrovem ; and every little baron
has the power of life and death in his own domain. Oar
bishop's brother, whose name I have forgot, seized lately four-
and-twenfy of those desperate banditti, after a stout resist-
ance, where severnl were killed on both sides ; and notwith-
standing that some of them were under the protection of the
nobility, and in their service, they were all hanged. However,
this has by no means rooted them out. Cuor guards, in the
suspicious places, went with their pleces cocked, and kept a
close look-put to either side of them ; but we saw nothing to
alarm us, except the wost dreadful roads iv the world, in
mapy places worse than any thing 1 ever met with amongat
the Alps.

After travelling about twenty miles, we arrived by two in
the moming at the mosat wretched—] don't know what to call
jt—there was not any thing to be had but a littie straw for the
mules. However, after a good deal of difficulty, we at last
got fire enough tfo boil our tea-kettle, and having brought
bread from Agrigentum, we made an excellent meal. Our tea-
table wae a round stone in the field, and as the moon shone
bright, we had no occasion for any other luminary. You may
believe cur stay here was as short as possible ; the honse was
too dreadfally nasty to enter it, and the stable was full of poor
wretches sleeping on the bare ground. In shorf, I never
saw in any couniry s0 miserable an inn, for so it is atyled.—
‘We mounted our cavalry with all expedition, and in a very
short time got into the woods, where we were serenaded by
the nightingale as we went along, who made ua a full apolegy
and atonement for the bad cheer we had mef with. In ashort
time it was day, and then we had enferfainment encugh from
the varied scenea of the most beautiful, wild, and romantic
country in the world. The fertility of many of the plains is
truly asetonishing, without enclosures, without manure, and
slmoat without culture. 1t is with reason that this istand was
styled, * Romani imperéi horreum”—(the granary of the Ro-
man empire). Were it cultivated, it wonid still be the great
granary of Europe, Pliny says it yielded a hundred after one;
and Diodorus, who was a native of the island, and wrote on
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the epot, aesured us that it prodoced wheat and other grain
spontaneously; and Homer advances the same fact in fhe
Odyssey - —

The il untill'd, a ready harvest yields,

With wheat and barley wave the golden {ieids;

Spuntanenus wines from weighty closters pour,
And Jove descends In each prolific shower.

Many of the wountaing seemed to be formed by subterraneous
five ; several of them retain their conical figure and their cra-
ters, but not so cxact as those on Mount -lina, as they are
probably much older. 1 likewise observed many pieces of
lava ca the road, and in tie Leds of the torrents, and a geod
deal of the stone called tufae, which is certainly the production
of a voleano; so that 1 have no doubf that a great part of
this izland, as wecll as the veighhouring ones of Lipari, &ec., has
been originnlly {orped by subteornoeows fire: we likewise
passed some quarries of w kind of tale, aud also of a coarse
alabaster; of this they make a =ort of sfucco or plaster, re-
gembhling that of Paris; but, what I much regretted, we
misged seving the famoos salf of Agrigentun, found in the
earth ahout four or five miles from that city, It lias this re-
markuble property, differcut from all other salt, that in the
fire it presentiy mclts; but in the water it eracks and splits,
but never dissolves. It is velebruted by Pliny, Aristotle, and
others of the ancient as well as modern naturalists.  Fazello,
whoni T bave brouglt aloug with we (o read by the road, says
he has often experienced this: he adds, from the (\utharlty of
these aveicnt authers, that they formerly had mines of this
salt, su pure and solid, that the statuaries and sculptors pre-
ferred if to wmarkle, aud miade varivus works of it

The poor prople of the village have fouud us out, and with
lovks full of nrizery liave sarrounded our door.  Accursed ty-
ramy, what despiealde ohjects we beeome in thy hande! 1Is
it not incouceivable how any govermuent shoutd be able to
render poor and wrefehed 2 country which produces almost
8 Juntalwuusi}' woery thing that eveu Juxury can desire ¥ But
alas! poverty and wretchudness have ever attended the Spa
msh voke, hoth on this and oo the other side of the glo
They “mike it their bons! that the sun uever sets on their do-
miniong, but forget that sinee Uwy becae sach, they hava
left him notbing to see jn his course hut deserted fields, barren
wildernesaen, uppressed peasants, and lazy, lying, lechercus
menks,  Such are the fruits of their bousted conguests. They
ought rather to be ashamed that ever e sun should see them
at all. The wight of these puor people has filled me with in-
dignation. This village is surrounded by the finest country in
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the world, yet there was neither bread nor wine fo be found
in it, and the poor inhabitants appear more than half starved.
‘Mongst Cered’ richest gifts with want oppress'd,
And 'midet the fowing vineyard, die of thirst.

1 shall now think of concluding, as I do not recoltect that I
have much more to say to you: hesides, I tind myself exceed-
ingly sleepy. I sincerely wish it may not be the same case
with you befure you have read thus far. We have ordered
our mules to be ready by iive o’clock, and shall again travel
all night—the heats are too great to allow of it by day. Adieu.
These two fellows are still sound asleep. In a few minutes,
1 shall be go too, for the pen is almost dropping out of my
bhand. Farewell.

PALERM(.—A FRENCH LANDLADY.

Palermo, June 19,

WE are now arrived at the great capital of Sicily, which, in
our opinion, in heauty and elegance iz greatly superior to
Naples. It is not, indeed, so large; but the regularity, the
uniformity, and neefuess of ils strects and buildings, render it
much more pleasing ; it is full of people, who have mostly an
air of affluence and gaiety. And, indeed, we seem to have got
mto a mew world, But stop—not so fust, 1 had forgot
that you have stil! ifty miles to travel on a cursed stubborn
mule, over rocks aud precipices; for T cun see no reason why
we should hring vuu at owce into all the sweets of Palermo,
without benring at least sowe little part in the futigues of the
journey. Come, we sliall make them as ghort as possible.

We left you, 1 think, in a little village on the {op of a high
mouotain, We should judeed use you very ill were we to
leave you there any longer, for 1 vwn if is the very worst
country quarfers that ever fell to my lof. However, we got
a good comfortable sleep in it, the only thing it afforded us;
and the fleas, the bugs, and chickene, did all that lay in their
power to deprive us even of that, but we defied them. Qur
two leaders came to swuake us before five, apostrophising
their entrance with a detail of the horrid robberies and mur-
ders that hud heen committed in the neighbourboed, ali of
them, you may be sure, on the very read that we are to go.

¢ 5
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Qur whole squadron was drawn out, and we were ranged
in order of battle by five o’clock, when we begen our march
attended by the whole village, man woman, and child. We
soon got down amongst the woods, and endeavoured to for-
get the objects of misery we had left behind us. The beaut
and richness of the country increased in proportion as we ad-
vanced. The mountzins, although of a great height {that we
have left is near four thousand feet, the mercury standing at
26 inches 2 lines), are covered to the very summit with the
richeat pasture. The grass in the valieys s already burnt np,
so that the flocks are all opon the mountains. The gradual
separation of heat and cold 1s very visible in taking a view of
them. The valleys are brown and scorched, and so are the
mountains to a considerable height; they then begin to tekea
shade of green, which grows deeper and deeper, and covers
the whole upper region: however, on the summit, the grass
and corn are by no weans 50 luxuriant as about the middle.
We were amazed at the richuess of the crops, far superior to
any thing T had ever seen cither in England or Flanders, where
the bappy soil is assisted by all the arts of cultivation, whilag
here the wretched husbandman can hardly afford to give it a
farrow, and gathers jn with a heavy heart the most luxuriant
harvest. To what purpose iz it gives him* Oaly toliea
dead weight upou his hand, somictimes till it is entirely loat—
exporiation bemng probibited to all such as cannot pay exor-
bitantly for it to the sovereign. What a contrast is there be-
twixt this and the little uncouth conntry of Switzerland! To
be sure, the dreadful consequences of uppression can uever be
get in a more striking opporition to the blessings and charms
of liberty. Bwitzerluud, the very excrescence of Burope, which
nature seems 10 have thrown out all her cold and atagnating
hamoura—{ull of lakes, maraliee and woods, and surrounded
by immense rocks and everlasting mountains of ice, the bar-
ren but sacred ramparts of liberty—Switzerland, enjoying,
every blessing, where every blessing scems to have been de-
nied, whilgt Stcily, covered by the most loxuriant productions
of natare, where Heaven scems to have showered down its
richeet Hlessings with the utmost prodigality, groans under the
mast ahject poverty, rnd, with a pale and wan visage, starves in
the idat of plenty. Ttis Liberty alone that works this standing
miracle.  Under her plastic hands the mountains sink, the
lukes are druined ; and (hose rocks, theae marshes, theee woods,
hecotie so many sources of wealth und of pleasure. Dut what
bas temperance to do with wealth
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Here reigns Content

And Nature's child, Simplicity; long since

Exiled from polish'd realms. -

The lil.ﬂ‘:: ’T’J.?m'lﬂ‘é“ and rosy Health

8its amiling at the board. Y
You will begin to think I am in danger of turning poetical in
these clansic fields : I am sure I neither suspected any of the
mountains we have passed to be Parnassus, nor did I believe
any one of the Nine foolish enough to inhabit them, except
Melpameue perhaps, as she is so fond of tragical faces. How-
ever, I shall now get you out of them as soon as possibie, and
bring you once more into the gay world. I assure you I have
often wished that you could have lent me your muse en this
expedition; my letters would then have been more worth the
reading ; but you must take the will for the deed.

After travelling till abeut midnight, we arrived at anothe
miserable village, where we slept for some hours on straw, an
continued our journey again by dnybreak. We had the plea-
gure of seeing the rising san from the top of a pretty high
mountain, and were delighied wiih the prospect of Strombole,
and the ather Lipari island+, at a great distunce from va. On
our descent from this mountain, we found ourselves on the
banks of the sea, and took that road, preferable to an inland
one, although several miles pearer. We soon alighted from
our mules, and plunged into the water, which Las ever made
one of our greatest pleasures in this expedition: nobody that
bas not tried it can conceive the delight of this, after the fa-
tigue of such a journey, and passing three days without un-
dressing. Your frieud Yuilartou, though only seventeen, tut
whoee mind and body now equally dispise every fatigue, found
himaelf strong as a lion, and fit tv Legin another such march.
‘We boiled our tea-kettle under a fig tree, and ate a breakfast
that might have served a company of strolling players.

The approach to Palermo is fine. 'The alleys are planted
with fruit trees, and large Ainerican aloes in full bHlow., Near
the city we passed a place of vxecution, where the quarters of
a number of robbers were hung up upon hooks, like so many
hama: some of them appeared newly cxecuted, and made a
very unsightly fignre.  On our arrival, we learned that a
prigat and three others had been taken a few days ago, after an
obatinate defence, in which several were killed on both sides:
the priest, rather than submit to hia connuerers, plunged hiw
hanger into his breast, and dicd oo the spot; the rest submit-
ted, and were executed.

An there is but one inm in Palermo, we were obliged tfo
agree to their own terms (five ducats a-day). We are but in-
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differently lodged ; however, it is the only inn we have yet
seen in Sicily, and, indeed, may be said to be the only one in
the islamd. Ft i3 kept by n noisy, troublesome Frenchwoman,
whe, I find, will plague us: there is no keeping her outof our
rooms, and she never comes in without telling us of such a
prince and such a duke, that were so superlatively happy at
beine ludged in her house ; we ean easily learn that they were
all desprrately in love with her; and deed, she seems to
take it verv much amiss that we are not inclined to be of the
aame sentiments, 1 bhave already been obliged to tell her that
we are very retired sort of people, and do nut like company ;
I fin? ghe does not esteein us the better for it; and this morn-
ing (as [ passed through the kitehen without speaking to
bor} I overheard Ler excluim, “ Lfh, maon flien! comme ces

Tashiis sont saupages”—Jtiood ITeaven! what savages these
Fnglishmen arel. 1T believe we must take more notice of
Ler, ethorwise woe shall certubnly have our rent raised ; but
she is ag fat as a pir and ax vgly azthe devil, and lays on a
quantity ol paint oneach ofher swelled chieeks, that Jooks like
a great plaster of red morocen.  Ier picture is hanging in the
roum where 1 am now writing, as well as that ol ber hus-
band, who by e bve, is 2 winuy: they are no less vile curi-
vsities than the oririnals. e 1= drawn with the spuff-box
open in one hand, and a dish of coffep fu the other: and at the
game fime does the amiable to the ludy. T took notice of
this triple cecupation, which scemed to 1nply something par-
ticutur.  =ae told e that the thoueht was hers: that bher
Lushband was excerdinely foud of soulf and of cofiee, and
wanted by this 1o show that he was still more oceupind with
her then with either of them, T could ot help applanding
the ingenuity of the coneeit. Madame is 1..'1inh'cl with an im-
mense bowgnet ol ler hreast, and an ovange tn bee right haod,
emblematical of her swoetness sod purity ;) and has the pretti-
est Jitthe sunrk on ber faee yon conimoerine. She told me that
she iusisted on the puinter Arawing ey S wvee fe sonris sur le
visage —fwith s ~nide wpon e coundfeunnee]; but a8 be had
not esprit [rening] enough to make ber sinile naturally, she
Wi obrditeed to Foree o, gui 10 Stald pits faikeg=fudt si golie gue
fe watured, wniy gil peelegd! Jonfoits awives gie de paraitee
sondhre~fwiich was bot quite s lne a9 the natural; but
was nevirthiciess hether than appenring ploomy ] T apreed
with her perloetiv, and assired lor iF becanie ber vory much ;
opareeyine foo dinies qrases sord fasgotrs o hawue by —
[hecause fut bddivs tre adwuy s goeod-lanwred Lo T fonnd, how-
ever, that she would willingly Lave oxensed e the letter part
of the compliment, which more than lost all that 1 had wuined
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by the former. ¢ X estorai,” said she, a good deal piqued, «;ad
un peu de Pembonpoint, mais pas tant grasse pourtgnt"—[L6
ig true that ¥ am alittle stout, but not fat by any means,
I pretended to excuse mysell from not understanding ali the
finesse of the language; and assured her that de Pemdunpoing
was the very phrase I meant to make use of. She accepted
the apology, and we are again reconciled; for, to give the
devil his due, they are good-humoured. She made me a
courtesy, and repeated, ¢ Oui, monsieur, pour parler comme
t faut, & foud dire de Pembonpoint.  On ne dit pas grassed'™—
[Yes, sir, to speak properly, you ought to say stout. No-
body uses the word fat]. 1 assured her, bowing to the
ground, that the word should for ever he erased from my
vocabniary. Sbe left me with a gracious smile, and a
courtesy much lower than fhe first, adding, .Je scevois bien
que monsicur cluit une Romae camme 8 fant"—[1 knew that
monsieur was (uite a pentleman affer all}; at the same time
tripping off on ler tiptoes, as light as a feather, to show me
how much [ lhud been mistaken., ‘This woman made me re-
collect{what T have always observed) how little the manners
of the Yreuch are to be changed by their connexion with other
nations ; allowing none to be in uny degree worthy of imita-
tion but their own. Althvugh she has now been here these
twenty years, she is «till as perfectly Trench as if she had
never been withont the gates of Paris; aund lovks upon every
woman in Pulermo with the utmost contempt, because they
have never seen that capifal, nor heard the sublime music of
its opera.  She is likewise (allowing for the difference of
raik} and admirahle epitume of all T'renchwomen, whose uni-
versal passion has ever been the desive of admiration and of
appenring youny, and ever would be, 1 bolieve, were they to
tve to the age of a thousand.  Auy person that will take a
look of the withered death’s headx in their public places, co-
vered over with 2 thick wask of puint, will be convinced of
this. Now, our old ludies, when they get to the wrong side
of sixty, generally take a jump up to the borders of fourscore
and appear 1o less vain of their years than ever they were of
their youth., T konew some of them, that I am sure are oot
Yesa happy nor lesa contented, nor {1 might almost add) less
admired with their wrinkles than ever they were with their
dimples. 1 do vot know whether a cheerful old woman, who
is willing to appear 8o, is more respectatile or more estimable;
or a withered witch, who 811z up esery wrinkle with varnish,
and at fourscore attempts to give herself the Moom of four-
and-twenty, i ridiculous and contemptible: but as dinner is
on the table, T shall leave it to you to determine.  Adien.
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THE MARINO.—CONVERSAZIONES.

Palerms, June 23.

I emaLL have a great deal to write you ahout this city; we
are every day more delighted with it, and shall leave it with
much regret. We have now delivered our letters, in conse-
quence of which we are londed with civilities, end have got
into a very agreeahle set of acquaintance. Buat I shall first
attempt to give vou some little idea of the town, and then
speak of its inhabitants. It is by much the most regular that
I have seen, and is built upon that plan which 1 think all
large cities ought fo fullow. The two great streets intersect
each other in the centre of the city, where they form a hand-
some gquare, calted the Otfangolo, adorped with elegant uni-
form buildngs. From the centreof this square you ece the whole
of these uoble streets aud the four great gates of the citg
which terminate them, the symmetry and beauty of whic
uce & fine effect. The whole of these are to be magnifi-
cently illuminated =zome time next month, and must certainly
be the finest sight in the world. The four gates are each at
the distance of about hall a mile, (the diameter of the city
being no more than a mile); these are rlegant pieces of archi-
tecture richly adorned, particularly the Perta Nova and Porta
Felice, termipating the great street called the Corso, that runs
south-west and north-east. The lesser streets in general ran
Tarallel to these grest ones, so that from every part of the
city, in a few minutes walking, you are rure to arrive at one
of the principal streets. The Porta Felice (by much the hand-
somest of these gates) opens to the Marino, a delightful walk,
which one constitutes of the great pleasures of the nobility of
Palermo. It is hounded on nne side by the wall of the city, and
on the other by the sea, from whence, even at this scorching
season, there ik ajways an agreeable hreeze. In the centre of
the Marino they have lately erected an elegant kind of temple,
which, during the summer months, is made use of as an or-
chestra for music; and aa in this season they are obliged to
torn night into day, the concert does not begin till the clock
eirikes midnight, which ia the sigoal fur the symphony to
strike up; at that time fhe walk is crowded with carringes
snd people on fuot; and the better to favour pleasure apd in-
trigue, there is an order that no person, of whatever quality,
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shall presume to carry a light with him., The flambeaux are
extinguished at the Porta Felice, where the servants wait for
the return of the carriages ; and the company geperally con-
tirue an hour or two together in utter darkness, except when
the intruding moon, with her horne and her chastity, comes to
diatuerb them. The concert finishes ahout two in the morning,
when, for the moat part, every husband goes home to his own
wife, This is an admirable institution, and never produces
any scandal ; no husband is soch 2 brate as to deny his wife
the Marino; and the ladies are so cautious and circumspect
on their side, that the better to prevent giving offence, fr;ay
very often put on masks.

Their other amusements consiat chiefly in their conver-
saziones, of which they have a variety every night. There iz
one general one, supported by the gubscription of the nohilitg,
which is open every evening at sunset, and confinues 1ill mid-
night, when the Marine begins. It better deserves the name
of a conversation than any I have seen in Italy; for here the
people really come fo converse, wherean in Italy they only go
to play at carde and eat ices. 1 have observed that eeldom
or never one-half of the company is engaged in play, nor do
they either play long ot deep. There are a number of apart-
mentd belongicg to this conversation illuminated with wax-
tighta, and kept exceedingly cool and agreeable; and if is in-
deed altogether oue of the most sensible and comfortable in-
stitntions I have seen. Desides this, theve are generally a
pumber of particular conversations every night; and what
will a good deal murprise you, these are always held in the
apartments of the lying-in ladies, for in this happy climate
child-bearing i8 divested of all its terrors, and is only con-
sidered aa a party of pleasure. This circumstance we were
ignorant of till the other moming. The Duke of Verdura,
who does us the honours of the place with great attention and

liteness, came to tell ne we had a visit to make that waa
indispeneable. “‘The Princess Paterno,” said he, * wasbrought
to bed last night, and it is abgolutely incumbent on you to
pay your respects to her this evening.” At first | thought he
was in joke, but he assured mo he was serious, and that it
would be looked upon as great unpolitenese to neglect if.
Accordingly we went about sunset, and found the princess
sitting up in her bed, in an elegant undress, with a number of
her friends around her. She talked as usual, and seemed to
be perfectly well. This conversation i repeated every night
during her convalescence, which generally lasts for about
eleven or twelve days. This custom is universal; and as the
}ndies here are pretty frequently confined, there are for the
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most Eart three or foor of these assemblics going on in the
city at the same time.

The Bicilian ladies marry at thirteen or fourteen, and are
sometimes grandmothers before they are thirty. The Count
Stetela presented ua & few days ago to his cousin, the Princess
Partana, who he told us had a great number of children, the
eldest of whom was & very fine girl of fiftcen. We talked to
the princess for half an lour, not 1u the least doubting all the
time that she was the daughter, till at last the young lady
came in, and even then it was not easy to say whic{ appeared
the handzomnest or the yvoungest. This lady Las had twelve
children, and js stili in her bloom ; she assured me that she
never enjoyed more perfect health than when she wae in child-
bed; that during the time of her pregnancy she was often in-
disposed, but that immediantely on delivery she was cured of
all her comnplaints, and was cupable of cjoying the company
of her friengs even more than of auy other time. 1 expressed
my surprise at this very siugular happiness of their climate or
conshitutions; but she appeared still more surprised when I
told Ler that wu lost muny of our Linest women in childbed,
and that even the most fortunate and cusy deliveries were at-
tended with violent pain and auguish.  #he lumented the fate
of our ladies, and {hanked Heaven that she was born a Sicilian.

What this singulurity iz owing to, Jot the learned deter-
mine; but it is surcely une of the capital blessings of these cli~
mates, where the carse that was nd upon Mother Eve scems
tv Le entirely fuken off. T don't know Liow ladies here have
deserved this exemption, as they have at Jeast s much both
of Eve and the serpent as vurs have, aud still retain their ap-
petite ax strong sy vver for forhidden fruit, It seema hard,
that in our own country, and in Switzerland, where the wo-
men in general we the ciastest in Earope, that this curse
should fiil the heaviest @ it te prolably owing to the climate.
In cold, but mure particularly in monntainoos countries, births
are difficult sud dangervus; in warm and low places they are
more easy  the air of 1he first hardens and comtracts the fi-
bres, that of the second softens and relaxes them. In some
places in Switzerlsnd, und awonest the Alps, they lose almost
one-halt' of their wotoen ju childbed ; and those that can afford
it often go duwn to the low countries some weeks befure they
lie in, aud find their deliveries much easier. One may easily
coperive what o change it juust make upon the whole frame,
to add the pressure of a column of air of {wo or three thou-
sund feet more than it is acenstomed to; and if muscular mo-
tivn is performed by the pressure of the atimosphere, as some
have alleeed, how mneh muost this add to the action of every
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muscle! However, if this hypothesie were true, our strength
should have been diminished one-third on the top of Aitna—
which did not appear to be the case—as we had passed
through one-third of the quantity of air of the whole atmos-
phere. I have often thought that physicians pay too little at-
tention to these considerations, and that in ski¥ful hands they
might be turned to great aceouvnt in the cure of many diseases :
they ouly send their patients to such a degree of latifude, bet
never think of the degree of altitude in the atmosphere. Thus,
people with the same complaints are sent fo Aix and fo Mar«
seilles, although the air in these {wo places must be essen=~
tinlly different. Murseilles is on the evel of the ses, and Aix
(as I mysellf measured it) is near six hundred feet above it.
Now, I am persvaded that in such a country as Switzerland,
or on such a mountain as Atna, where it is easy at all times
to take off a pressure from the human body of many thousand
pounds weight, that an ingenious physician might make great
discoveries; nor indeed would these discoveries be confined
to the chunging of the quantify of air that presses on the
body, but would likewise be extended to the changin
of the quality of the air we breathe, which on the eide 0
JEtna, or any very bigh mountain, is more varied than in tra-
velling through fifty degrees of latitude. I beg pardon for
this digression; the only amends I can makeis tu put it cat of
my power to tronble you with any more, and thus abruptly
assure you how much, &c.
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MAKNERS OF THE SICILIANS.

Palerma, June 26,

Ouvr fondness for Palermo increases every day, and we are
begioning to look forward with regret {o the time of our leav-
ing it, which is now fast approaching. We have made ac-
quaintance with many sensible snd agrecable people. The
Bicilians appear frank and sincere, and their puliteness does
not consist 1n show and grimace, like some of the polite na-
tions of the coutinent. The viceroy sets the pattern of hospi-
tality, and he is fullowed by the rest of the nobles. He is an
amiable, agreeable man, end 1 believe is as much beloved
and esteemed as a viceroy to an absolute monarch can be.
He was in Eoglaud in his youoth, and ia still fond of many of
our aothors, with whom he »eems to be intimately acquainted ;
he apeaks the language tolerably well, and encourages the
learning of it amongst his people. ITe may be copsidered
with regard to Naples as what the lord-licutenant of Ireland
is with regard 1o Lngland, with this trifling difference, that,
like Qis master, Le is invested with absclate authority, and
keeps Iis parliament (for he hay voe, tw) in the most perfect
subjection. The patriols here, although a very numercus
v, bave never heen able to gain ime point—no, nor a place,
nor even a pension for a necdy friend. Had Lord Townshend
the power of the Mamjuis Fugliano, 1 auppose your Hibernian
squabbles (of which we hear so much, even at this distant
corner) would reon have anend.  Notwithstanding this great
authority, he is affable and familiar, and wmakes his house
agreeable to every hedy.,  We go very often to his assemblies,
and have dined with him several times: hiy table is served
with elegance and magnificence, much superior, indeed, to
that of his Siciliun majesty, who cats off u service of plate at
leaat three Lundred years old, very black and rusty indeed ; I
heard a gentleman ask one day, whilst we were standing
round the fable, if it had not been -Gug out of Herculaneum.
That of the viceroy is very clegant, and indeed the whole of
his entertainments correspond with it; though we have ns
yet seen nothing to be compared to the luxury of our feast in
the granary at Agrigentum,
The Sicilian cookery in a mixture of the Frrch and Span-
igh, and the oliv still preserves ite rank @ .a dignity in the
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centre of the table, surrounded by a numerous frain of frica=
sées, fricandeaus, ragouts, and pet de loups, like a grave
Spanish don amidst a number of litile emart marquisses. The
other nobility, whom we have had occasion to see, are like~
wise very magnificent in their entertainments, but most par-
ficularly in their desserts and ices, of which there is a greater
variety than I have seen in any other country. They are very
temperate with regard to wine, though, since we have taught
them our method of toasting ladies, they are fond of it, apd of
hob and nobbing with their friends, ringing the two glasses
togetber ; this social practice has animated them so much,
that they have sometimes been led to drink a greater guantity
than they have been accustomed fo, and they often reproach
us with having made them drunkards. In their ordinary liv-
ing they are very frugal and temperate ; and from the sobriety
we have seen here, we are now more persuaded that the ele-
vated pituation of Agrigentum ninet be one great cause of its
drunkennesa.

The Bieilians have always had the character of being very
amorous, and surely not without reason. The whele nation
ure poets, even the peasants; and a man stands a poor chance
for a mistresa that is not capable of celebrating her praisea.
I believe it is generally allowed that the pastoral poetry had
ite origin in this island, and Theocritus, whom they afill
copy, will ever be looked upon as the prince of pastoral poeta.
And indeed in music too, as well as poetry, the soft, amorous
Dpieces are generally styled Sivifiani; these they used to play
all night under their mistresses’ windows, to express the deli-
cacy of their passion ; but serenading is not now 8o much in
fashion &= it was during the time of their more intimate con-
nexion with Spain, when it was said by one of their authors
that no one could pass for a man of gallantry that had not got
a cold, and was sure never to sneceed in making love unless he
made it in a hoarse voice. The ladies are mot now so rigid,
and will sometimes condescend to hear a mun, even atthough
he should speak in a clear tone. Neither do they any longer
require the prodigious martial feats that were then necessary
to win them. The attacking of a mad bull, or a wild bosr,
wan reckoned {he handsomest compliment a lover conld pay
to his mistress ; and the putting these animals to death soft-
ened her heart much more than all the sighing love-sick tales
that could be invented. This has been humorously ridiculed
by one of their poets. Ile says that Cupid's little golden
dart was now changed into a massy spear, which answered a
double purpose, for at the same time that it pierced the tough
ball's lude, it likewise pierced the tender lady's heart. But
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these Gothic customs are now confined to Spain, and the
gentle Siciliags have resumed their softness. To fell you the
truth, gallantry is pretty much upon the same footing here as
in Italy; the esfablishment of Ciccisbees ia pretty general,
though not quite so universal a2 on the continent. A breach
of the marriage vow iz no longer looked upon ar one of the
deadly sins, and the confessors fall upor easy and pleasant
enough methods of makiug them atone for if. However,
female Ticentiousness hus hy uo means ¢ome to such a height
ad in Italy, We have seen a great deal of domestic happiness
~husbands and wives that troly love ene another, and whose
mutual care and pleasure i the education of their children.
I conld name o vamber—the Duke of Verdura, the Prince
Partana, the Count Rusceni, and many others who live in the
most sacred union. Sach sights are very rare on the con-
tinent, DBut indeed the style that young people are broaght
up in here seems to lay & mueh more solid foundation for ma-
trimonial happiness than citler in Frauce or Italy,  The
young Jadies are not shut up in couvents il the day of their
marriage, but for the most part live in the house with their
gart‘uts, where they receive their education, and are every
ay in company with their frivuds aud relations.  Trom what
I can observe, I think they are allowed as much liberty as
with us. In their great assemblies we often see a club of
young people ﬁuf both sexes) get together in a corper, and
amuse themselves fur lours, ut cross purposes, or such
like games, without the mothers being under the least anxiety ;
indeed, we sometimes join i these little parties, and find
them extremely entertaining.  lo general, they are quiek and
lively, and have a number of those jewe d*esprit, whieh T think
miust ever be a proof, in all countries,’of the familiar intercourse
betwixt the young pesple of the two sexes; for ell these
gamen are insipid, if they are not seasoned by something of
that invisible and subtile sgency, which renders every thing
more interesting in these wixed societios than in the lifelees
opes comjmeed of only one part of the species. Thus in
Italy, Spain, and Portugal, 1 have never seen any of these
games, in France seldom; but in Switzerland (where the
greatest liberty and familiarity are enjoved amongst the
}'oung peopie), they are numberless —But the conversation
hour i3 arrtved, and oor curriage is waiting.  Adiea.
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SCULPTURE EXTRAORDINARY.

Palermn, June 28,

. TRERE are two small conutries, one to the east, the other to
the weat of this city, where the principal nobility have their
country paluces. Both these wehave vaisited ; there are many
noble houses in each of them. That to the east is called La
Bagaria, that to the west Il Colle. We are this ingtant re-
torned trom Lo Bugaria, and T bhasten to give you an account
of the ridiculous things we have seeu, though perhaps you
will not thauk me for it.

The palace of the Prince of Valguanera is, I think by much
the finest and most beautiful of all the houses of the Bagaria,
but it is far {rom being the most oxtraordinary ; were I to de-
scribe it, T should only tell you of things you have often seen
and heard of in other countries: so I shall only speak of omne,
which, fur its singularity, certainly is nut to be paralleled on
the face of the earfl. It belongs to the Prince of P , & man
of immense fortune, who has develed his whole life to the stody
of monsters und chimeray, greater aud more ridiculong than ever
enfered into the imagination of the wildest writers of rornance
or knight-errautry.

The amazing crowd of =intucs that surround lis house, ap-
Eear at a distance like a 1iétle army drawn up for jts defence ;

ut when you get amongst them, and every one agsumes his
true likeness, you imagine yon have got iuto the regicns of
delusion and enchantment ; for of al]l the immensze groop,
there is not one made to repressut any olject in nature,
nor i# the absurdity of the wretched imagination that
created them less astonishing than its wonderful fertility.

It would reyoire a volume to describe the swhole, and a
sad volume indeed it would inake. He las put the heada
of men fo the bodics of every sort of animal, and the
heads of every olher animal to the bodiez of men. Some-
times he mukey a compound of five or six animals that have no
sort of rescmblance i pature. Ile puts the head of a lion to
the neck of a goose, the budy of a lizard, the legs of a goat,
the tail of a fox, On theback of this monster he puts another,
if poasible still more Wideous, with five or gix heads, and a
bush of horns, that beats the beast in the Revelatious all to
nothivg. There is nv kind of horn in the world that he hae
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not collected, and his pleasure is to see them all fiourishing
upon the same head. This is o strange mpecies of madness,
and it ia truly unaccoontable that he has not been ehut up
many yenra ago; but he is perfectly innocent, and troubles
nobody by the indulgence of his frenzy ; on the comtrary, he
gives bread to a number of statuaries and other workmen,
whom he rewards in proportion as they can bring their ima~
ginations to coincide with his own, or, in other words, ac-
cording to the hideousness of the monaters they produce. It
would be idle and tiresome to he particular in an aceount of
these absurdities. The statues that ador: or rather deform
the great avenue, and rurround the court of the palace,
amount already to six hundred; unotwithetanding which, it
may be truly said, that he has not breke the second command-
ment, for of all that number, there is not the likeness of any
thing in heaven above, in the earth beneath, or in the waters
under the earth. The old ornaments which were put up by
hie father, who was a sensible man, appear to have beep in a
good faste. They have all been kpocked to preces, and laid
together in a heap, tu make room for this new creation.

The inside of this enchanted castle corresponds exactly with
the out ; it is in every respect aw whimsical and fantastical,
and youn cannot turn yourself to any side where you are not
stared in the fice by some hideous figure or other. Some of
the apartments are spacivus and magnificent, with high arched
roofs, which, instead of plaster or stuceo, are composed of large
mirrars, nicely joined together.  ‘The etlect that these produce
(as each of them make a wull angle with the other) in exaetly
that of a wultiplying glaws, so that when three or four
people are walking below, there is always the appearance
of three or fuur buudred walking above.  The whoie of the
deors are likewise covered over with small pieces of mirror,
cut into the most ridiculons shapes, and infermixed with
a great variety of crystal and glass of ditfvrent colours.
Al the chimney-pieces, windows, and sideboards are crowded
with pyramidsa and pillars of teapols, caudle-cups, bowls,
cups, saucers, &c., strongly cemented toyether; some of these
columns are not without their beauty ; one of them has ularge
chisa chamber-pot for its base, and a circle of pretty little
flower-pota for its capilul, the shaft of the column, upwarda
of four feet lung, i3 composed entirely of teaputs of different
sizes, diminished gmdualfy from the base tu the capital. The
profusion of china that bas been employed in furming these
colums is incredible; I daremay there is not less than forty
pillars and pyraioids formed io this sfrange fantastic manner.

Most of the roome are paved with fine marble tables of dif-
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ferent colours, that look like so many tombatones. Some of
these are richly wrought with lepis lazuli, prophyry, and
other valuable stones; their fing poligh is now gone, and they
only appear like common marble ; the place of these heautiful
tables he has supplied by a new eet of his own invention,
some of which are not without their merit. These are made
of the finest tortoise-shell mixed with mether-of-pearl, ivory,
and a variety of metals, and are mounted on fine stande of
-#0lid brasa.

The windows of this enchanted castle are composed of &
variety of glass of every differeat colour, mixed without any
eort of order or regularity—blue, red, green, yellow, purple,
violet; so that at each window you may have the heavens and
earth of whatever colour you choose, only by looking through
the pane that pleases you.

The house-clock ia cased in the body of a sfatne; the eyes
of the figure move with the pendulum, turning up their white
and black alternately, and make a hideous appearance.

Hie bedehamber and dressing-room are like two apartments
in Noah'’s ark; there is scarce a beast, however vile, that he
he has not placed there—toads, frogs, serpents, lizards, scor-
pians, alt cut out in marble of their respective coloors. There
are a good many busts, too, that are not less singularly ima-
gined. Some of these makes a very handsome profile on one
wide ; turn to the other, and you have a skeleton; here you
see anurse with a child in her arms—its back is exactly that
of an infant, its face is that of a wrinkled old woman of
ninety.

For #ome minutes one can laugh at these follies, but indig~
nation and contempt soon get the better of your mirth, and
the laugh ie turned info a sueer. I own I was soon tired of
them; though wome things are so strangely fancied, that it
may well excuse a little mirth, even from the moat rigid cynic.

The family siatues are charming; they bave been done
from some cld pictures, and make a most venerable appear-
ance; he has dressed them out from head to foot in pew and
elegant suits of matble; and indeed the effect it produces is
more ridiculons than any thing you can conceive. Their
shoes are all of black marble, their stockings generally of red ;
their clothes are of different colours, blue, green, and varie-
gated, with a ricl lace of giafl® antigne. The periwigs of the
men and head-dressea of the ladies are of fine white; so are
their ghirts, with long figwing ruffles of alabaster. The walls
of the house are covered with some ¢ basso relicvos of white
merble, in a good faste; these he could not well take out or
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alter, 5o be has only added immenee frames to them. Each
frame is composed of four large marble tables,

The author and owwner of thiz singalar coliection ja a poor
miserable lean fizure, shivering at a breeze, aud scems to be
afraid of every Lody he speaks to; but (what surprised me) I
have heard him talk specicusly enough on several occasions.
He iz one of the richest subjects in 1he island, and it is
thought that he has not laid out less than {wenty thousand
pouuds in the creation of this world of mansters and chimeras.
1fe certainly might have tullen upon sviue way to prove him-
self & fool st a cheaper rate.  However, it gives bread to o
number of poer people, to whom he is an excellent master,
His house at Palermo is a geod deal in the =ame style; his
carriages are covered with plates of brass, so that T really be-
lieve some of them are musket-prout. )

The povernment have had serious thoughts of demolishing
the regiment of monsters he hag placed round his hovse, hut as
he is humune and juoffensive, and a3 this would eertainly
break his heart, they huve as yet forborne. The ladics com-
plain that they dare no longer take au ainng in the Bagaria;
that some hidious form always haunts their imagination for
wome time after: their hmshands too, it 1= said, are as little
matiefied. Adicu. T shall wrife vou again by next post, as
matter multiplies fast upon me in thiz metropolis. Ever yours,
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EINGULAR CEMETERY IN PALERMO.—~VALUE
OF A CARRIAGE.

Palermo, June 30.

TuE sceount the people here give of the sirocco, or south-east
wind, is truly wonderful ; to-day, at the viceroy's, we were
vomplaining of the violence of tlie heat, the thermometer being
at 7% degrees.  They assured us that if we staid till the end
of uext month we should probably look on thie as pleasant
cool weather; adding, that it we had onee experienced the
sirocco, al! other weather would appear temperate. I asked
te what degree the thermometer commenly rose during the
wind, but found, to my surprize, that there was no such in-
strument in use amoogst them: however, the viclence of it
they assure us,is incredible; and that those who had remained
many years tn Spain and Malta had uever {elt any heat in
those countries to compare to it.  How it happens to be more
violent in I'alermo than in any other part of Sicily, iz a mys-~
tery that still remains to be unfulded. Several treatises have
*een written on this subject, but none that give any tolerable

egree of satisfaction.  As we shall stay for some time longer,
it is poasible we may have an opportunity of givisg you some
account of it.

"They Lhave begun some weeks ago to make preparations for
: 1e great feast of =t. Rosolia; and our friends here say they
are determined that we shall not leave them tiil after it 1s
over; but this T am afraid will not be in our power. The
warmn sesson advunces, aud the time we appointed for our re-
turn to Naples is already elapsed ; but, indeed, return when
we will, we shall make but o bad exchange; and were it not
for thuse of our own country whom we have left behind us,
we certainly should have determined on a much longer siay.
But although the society here ia superior to that of Naples,
yet—call it prejudice, or eall it what you will—there i3 a~
Je ne scai ynoi—a certain confidence 1n the character, the
worth, and friendship of our own people, that I bave seldom
felt any where on the contineut, except in Switzerland. This
sensation, which copstitutes the charm of society, and can
alone render it eupportable for any time, is only inapired by
something analogous and sympathetic in our feslings and sen~

- i
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timents, like two instruments that arve in nnison, and vibrate
to each other's touch; for society is a concert, and if the in-
sirumente are not in tune there can never be harmony; and
{to carry on the metaphor) thia harimony, too, mest sometimes
be heightened and supported by the introduction of a discord ;
but where discords predominate, which in often the case be-
tween an English and an Italian mind, tlie music must be
wretched indeed. Had we hut a little mixture of our own
gociety, how gladly should we spend the winter in Sicily ; but
we often think with regret on Mr. Hamiiton’s and Mr, Walter's
families, and wish again tobe on the continent. Indeed, even
the pleasures we enjoy Lere, we owe principaily to Mr, Hamil-
ton : hin recommendations we have ever found to be the beat
passport and introduction ; and the zeal and cordiality with
which these are always received, proceed evidently not from
motives of deference and respect to the minister, but of love
and affection to the maa.

This morning we went to see a celebhrated convent of
Caprchins, about a mile without the city : it contains nothing
very remarkable but the burisl-place, which indeed i a great
curiosity. Thia is a vast subterrancons apartment, divided
into large commodious palleries, the walls on each side of
which are hollowed into a varicty of viches, s if intended for
a great enllecion of statues . these niches, jnstead of atatues,
are all fitled with dead bodies, set upright upon their legs,
and fixed by the back tu the hmide of the niche ; their number
is about three hundred : they are all dressed in the clothes
they usually wore, and fonn 2 wost rospectable and vencrable
assemnbly. The «kin aond moseles, by a eertain preparation
become as dry and hard as n pivee of stock-fish 1 and although
many of thetn have been Lere apwards of two hundred and
fifty vears, vet none are reduced to skeletons: the maseles,
indeed, in some appear to be a good deal ore shrunk than ine
others, probably because these persons had been more at-
fennated at the time of their death,

Here the peopte of Palermo pay daily visits to their de-
ceased friendsx, and recal with pheasure and regret the scener
of their past life; here they fawitiarise themaelvea with their
future atate, snd chovse the compuny they would wish to
keep in the other world, Tt iz o common thing to make chotce
of their niche, and to try if their body fite it, that no altera-
tions may be neceasary alter they are dead; and sometimes,
by way of & voluntary pensuve, they accustom themselves fo
stand for hours in these niches.

The hodies of the princes and first nobility are lodged in
handsome chests or trunks, some of them richly adorned;
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these are not in the shape of coffins, but all of one width, and
about a foot and a half or two feet deep. The keys are kept
by the neareet relationa of the family, who sometimes come
and drop a tear over their departed friends.

I am not sure if' this i3 not a betfer method of disposing of
the dead than ours. 'These visits mnust prove admirable lessons
of humility, and I assure you, they are not such objects of
horror ag you would imagine: they are said, even for agea
after death, to retain a eirong likeness to what they were
when alive, 8o that, as soon as you have conquered the first
feeling excited by these venerable figures, you only consider this
as a vaet gallery of original portraits, drawn after life, by the
justest and most unprejudiced hand. It must be owned that
the colours are rather faded, and the pencil does not appear
to have been the most flattering in the world; but no matter,
it is the pencil of truth, and not of & mercenary, who only
wants to please. We were alleging, too, that it might be
made of very considerable utility to society, and that these
dumb orators could give the most pathetic lectures npon pride
and vanjty. Whenever a fellow began to strut, like Mr. B.,
or to affect the havghty supercilious air, he should be sent to
converge with his friends in the gallery, and if their arguments
did not bring him to a proper way of thinking, I would give
him up as incorrigible.

At Bologna they showed ua the skeleton of & celebrated
beauty, who died at a period of life when she was still the
object of universal admiration. By way of making atone-
meunt for her own vanity, she bequeathed berself as a monn-
ment, to curb the vanity of others. Hecollecting on her death-
bed the great adulation that had been paid to her charms, and
the fatal change they were soon to nndergo, she ordered that
her body should be dissected, and her honez hung up for the
inspection of all young maidens who are inclined fo be vain
of their beauty. llowever, if she had been preserved in this
moral gallery, the lesson would have been stronger, for those
very features that had raised her vauity would still have re-
mained, only disarmed of alltheir power, and divested of every
charrs.»

& [“Bofors 1 conclude with Palermo, 1 wish to give an account
of & most strange sight which is fo be witnessed there; I mean the
sepulohral vaults of & convent of Capuchins, situated ahout » mile
from the city. They have been dugin a soil which possessess the re-
markable property of drying, and preserving from decay, the corpase
which are placed there. I am not aware whether this praservation
marely arised from the drying qualities of the soil, or whether the
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Some of the capuchins sleep in these galleries every night,
and protend to have many wounderful visions and revelstions ;
but the truth is, that very fow people believe them.

bodies undergo a previous procoss; for here they make a mystery of
ovory thing, and it is hardly possiblo to conrider this subject in any
other than a pioturesque point of view. Be this a8 it may, thia
Eroperty does not belong exclusively to this vanly, fur the bone-

ouae of the Cordeliers of Toulouse, and that of the Jacobing of the
same city, were formerly celebrated for predacing similar effects,
It was there that they preservad among ather corpses that of the
beantifal Panla, and the enriens anxicusly seek among these dis-
figared rewains for sowme travea of that winderful beauty, the ex-
traordinary acconnts of which it is difficult to believe. These cata
comba, according to the statetent of traveliem, are mere curions
than those ot Sicily, for it is suid that the enclosure of one part of
the walls possessed the property of preserviog bedies, whilst the op-
pusite part did nog posacss that faculty.

The subterranean parts of the Capuchin Cunvent at Palermo
are divided into 4 great wumber of gallerics, in the walls of which
many niches have buen cut, a4 if 3t had at firat been intended to
place statnes there; but now there are ranges of monuments, which
arae much more expressive than statues. These are dend bodies.
Monks and nobles, prirats and laymen, are there to be seen atand-
ing in the eostume of their rank or profeasion. Bach of these
corpses occupies a small eell, to Fhich it iw attached by the back,
Is mmat not be imagined by this deseription that they resemble a
collection of mummics, They scem to have prescrved their vitality,
and te move and gexticalate, and some Cicerancs even pretend thae
they bave sometities spolien 1o the astonished teurise.  As, with the
exception of their cluthing, tbese corpses are mot at ali conbned,
amd their memhors are not ia the leass restrained, they are subject
to na uther influences than the ¢nrions phenomena which resnlt
from the greater or lesser degree of conlractibility of their tiwuca,
Some of them are us still atsd upright we u sentined in bis box; others,
on the coutrary, seem to bend in ditferent positions ; others, sgain,
are thrown buckward, and their membiers ure distorted as if they
wereguffering horrible turments.  Uneappearain aatate of demonine
fury ; you see another like a victim tied to the stake; and, farther
on, one whoke grotesque postures and manners remind you of the
baffuanery of a clown. There i:, indeed, no violent passion or ex-
aggerated expression which does not fiud a representation bere,

hongh sume of these corpacs have been here for nearly three
huondred years, yet it would be in vain to look for a ingle skeleton,
asall their muscles and skin are prescrved entire. An old monk
with a Jong white beard has, by his own choice, taken up his resi-
dstea in thin melancholy abode, and he never leaves it. His only
companion is & large cot, which continually follows him. The in-
habitents of Palermo visit thin dinmal abode daily, and it iv with
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No woman is ever admitted into this convent either dead or
alive; and this interdiction is written in large characters over
the gate. The poorindolent capuchine, thefrailest of all flesh,
have great need of such precautions; they have no oeecupation
from without, and they have no rescurces within themselves,
go that they mus{ be an easy prey to every temptation; Boc-
caccio, and all the books of that kind, are filled with stories
of their frailty.

We had no sooner Jeft the capuchin convent, than our car-
riage broke down, lung before we reached the city; and as
walking (at Palermo as well as Naples) iz of all things the
mont disgraceful, we risked by this unfortunate accident to
have our characters blasted for cver. However, Philip, cur
Bicilian servant, took care to make such a noise about it, that
our dignity did not much soffer. e kept a little distance be-
fore us, pesting and blasting all the way at their eursed crazy
carriages, and sweariug thal there never was anything in the
world so infumous, that in a city like Palermo, the eapital of
all Sicily, signors of onr ronk and dignity should be obliged
to walk on foot ; that it must be an eternal reflection against
the place; and bawled out to every person he met, if there

many of them zn object of ambition to obtain a place there. 1t
i not, aa | am assured, cariesity nlene, nor a desire to reunder the
laat sad duties to their friends, which frequently directs their stepa
thither. They often come in order to examine the place, and to
choone beforchand the spot which they would Aesire one duy to oe-
cupy. They coolly calculate the advantages of puch and such a po-
sitzon, and discues the merits of those who will be their neighbours.
On thess occasions, they jocularly remark, that when one under-
tekes g0 long a journey, it is impoessible to be too diffioult in the
chaice of companions. When they have made up their minds, they
have the niches formed, and come from time to time to see if they
are of the proper size, frequently suggesting alterations and im-
provemanta,

This abode of melanchoaly, bowever, han ita rety day—the jour des
morts. Upon Lhat seleion ocension the darkness is dissipated by the
lustre of t.ge illaminations. and the accustomed stillnesa is replaced
by the cinmour of crowda of apectators. The dead hodies are
previoualy decked oui in stylish array; the old clothing of the laat
year is substituted by new, which is to serve for the next; aud in
order that mothing ehall be wanting to et them off, nosegaye are
¥]md in their hands, and their foreheads are sprinkled with odori-

erous scents ; but, #a is the case in the cemetries in Fronce, this

ious and melanchkely duty ie never fulfilled by wives and mothers;

or, by & strangs latw, no living woman is allowed to visit this tomb,
and no dead one to inhabit it."—Joxrnal of M. P. E., Botta.)
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were no coaches to be had, nor carriages of any kind, either
for love or money. In short, we had several offers from gen-
tlemen of our acquaintance, who lamenfed exceedingly the
indignity we had seuffered, and wondered much that we did
not send forward n servant for another coach, and wait (in the
heat of the sun) till it arrived.

This is the oaly time that Philip's wits have been of service
to um on such oceasions. A few nights ago, we had a dis-
pute with our coachman, turned him off, and had not provided
another. We were unfortunately engaged tu go to the great
cooversation. What was to be done? No such thing as
walking. Should we be canght in the fact, we are disgraced
forever. No alternative, however. There was not a coach to
be had, and our old coachman cught to be crucified ; but when
he s2w us bent on walking, he was gtill more, distressed and I
really believe, if we had been discovered, thathe would not
have merved us any longer. 1le therefure met his wite to work,
how he should preserve both his masters' honour and his own
Blace. He at first hesitated before he would fake vp the fiam-

au ; but he would by no means be prevailed on te light it.
“What ;" said Philip, ¢ do you thiuk I have no more regard for
you than to expose you to the eyesof the whole world ? No, no,
gentlemen ; if you will bring yourselves to disgrace, you, shall
not at least make me the agent of showing it ; but remember,
if you are observed walking, ao mortal will believe you keep
a coach; and do you expect after that to be received into
company *" < Well, well, Philip, do 2= you please, but we
must go tn the comversntion.” Philip shrogged up his
shoulders, led the way, and we followed.

Philip had studied the geography of the town ; he conducted
us threugh lanes only koown to himaelf, and carefully avoided
the great street; till at last we arrived at a little entry, which
leads to th: conversation rooms; here the carriages usually
stop. We :lided up the entry in the dark: when Philip,
darting into a ehop, lighted his flambesu jn an instant, and
came rushing hefore ua, bawling out, © Minxza per gli segnori
Jorrestieri"—|Make room for the forcign gentlemen]; when
all the world immediately made wny for us.  After we had
got into the roomes, he called g0 19ud after ue, asking at what
time he should order the coach to return, that, overcome parily
by reibility, and partly by a consciovsness of the deceit, not
one of us had power to anewer him.  Philip, however, followed
us, and repeated the question so often, that we were obliged
to tell him, miduight. At midnight, accordingly, he came to
tell us that the coach was readv. We were corious to mee
how he would behave on this vccamion; for it was not ball s
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difficulf to get in unobserved, as to get out: however, FPhilip's
geniug was equal to both. As soon as we got into the entry,
he ran to the door bawling out Antonio as hard as he could
roar. No Aatonio answered; and, unfortunately, there
was & number of genflemen and ladies going away at
the same time. They begged of us as strengers to step first
into our carriage, and absolutely refused to go out Eefure
we. Philip was sadly puzzled. He first ran up the street,
then he ran down and came back all ont of breath, cursing
Anfonio. * That raseal,” said he, **i¢ never in the way, and
you must ture him off. He pretends that he could not get up
his coach to the door, fur the great erowd of carriages; and is
waiting about fifty yards below. Vostri eccelenzi had better
step down,” gaid Dhilip, * otherwise you will be obliged to
wait here at least balf ap hour.”  We tovk leave of the com-
pany, aud act off.  Philip ran like a lamplighter, till he had
almost passed the carriages, when dashing his flambeau on the
ground, as if by accident, he extinguished it, and getting into
a narrow lane, he waited till we came up; when he whispered
w8 {0 follow him—and conducted us back by the same labyrinth
we had come ; and thus saved us from cternal infamy. IHow-
ever, he assures us he will oot venture it again for his place.
Now, what do you think of » nation where such prejudices
ns these prevailr It is pretty much the ense all over Tfaly,
Av Italian nobleman is ashamed of nothing so much as making
use of his legs. They think their dignity augments by the
repege of their membuers, and that no man can be truly res-
pectable that does nut loll away one-half of his time oz a sofa
or in a carriage. In short o man is obliged to be indolent
and effeminate not to be despised and ridiculous. What can
we expect of sucka peeple* Can {hey be capable of anything
great or manly, whu seem almost ashamed to appear men?
I own it surpasses my comprehension, and I bless my stars
every time that I think of honest Jolin Bull, even with all his
faults, Will you believe me that, of all that I have known in
Ttaly, there are scarce hulf o dozen that have lhad fortitnde
enough to subdoe this most contemptible of all human preju-
dices? The I'rince of Campo France, too, in this place, is
abyve it.  1{e is a noble fellow, aud, hoth in his person and |
character, greatly resewbles our late worthy friend, General
Craufurd. 1le s a majur-general, too, und always dresses iz
his uniform, whick further inereasvs the resemblance. Every
time I see him, he says or does something that recals sirongly
{0 my mind the idea of our noble general. He laughs at the
folliea of hig country, and holde these wretched projudices in
thut contempt they deserve. * What would the old hardy
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Romans think,” said he, talking on this subject, “ were they
premitted to take a view of the cecupations of their pro-

? 1 ehould like to sve a Brutus or a Cassius smougst
as for alittle ; how the clumsy vulgar fellows wnuld be hooted.
1 dare say they would eoon be glad te return to the shades
again.

Adien. For sorne nights past we have been observing the
couree of a comet; and uz we we were the first people here that
took notice of it, I assure vou we are looked upon as very

rofound astronomers. 1 shall say more ofitin my next. We

ve now got vut of our abominable inn, and have taken a
fmal leave of onr French landiady. The Count Bushemi, a
very amiable young man, has been kind enough to provide ue
a lodging on the sea-share, ene of the covlest and most agree-
able in Palermo.  Ever vours, &c.

A COMET—ASTROXOMICAL SIPECULATIONS,

Palerme, July 2.

Oror comet is now gone; we lirst vhaerved it on the 24th. It
had do tail, bet was surrounded with & faintish ill-defined
light, that mude it ook like & brizht star shining through a
thin cloud. 'This, in all proLability, is owing to an atmos
phere arcund the body of the comet that causes o refraction of
the rays, and prevents them from reaching us with that die-
tinctness we observe in bodies that Liave no atmosphere. We
were etill the more persusded of thia two nights ago, when we
bad the good fortnue to catch the comet just passing cloge by a
small fixed etar, whowse light was not only considerably dim-
med, but we thought we ohserved a vensible change of place
in the stur, as puon as it ravy fill into the ntmosphere of the
comet, owing no douhit to the refraction in passing through
that atmosphere. We attemipted to trace the line of the
comet's course, hut as we cnuir{ find no globe, it waa not poe-
sible to do it withany degree of procision. Tt direction was
almost due north, and its velocity altogether amazing. We
did not observe it sn minutely the two or three first nights of
its appearance, but on the 30fh it was at our zenith here (lati-
tude 3% degreee 19 minutes, longitude from London 13 dew
gme;?, about five minutes alter miduight ; aud last night, the
1st of July, it passed four degrees to the eant of the poiar tar,
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nearly at fqrity minutes after eight ; ao that, inless than twenty~
four hourn, it has described & great arch in the heavens, wp-
wards of fifty degrees, which giveas an idez of the moet amaz-
ing velocity. Suapposing it at the distance of the sun, at this
rateof travelling, it would go round the earth’s orbit in less
than a week, which makes, I think, considerably more than
sixtﬁr millions of miles in a day, o motion that vastly surpasses
all human comprehrnsion. And as this motion continues fo be
greatly accelerated, what must it be when the comet ap-
proaches gtill nearer to ibe bedy of the sun! Last night a
chaoge of place wae obaervable in the space of a fow minutes,
yarticularly when it passed near any of the fixed stars. We
attempted to find if it had any obeervable parallax, but the
vast rapidity of its motion always prevented us, for what-
ever fixed stars it was near in the horizon, it had got so far to
the gorth of them, long befure it reached the meridian, that the
parallax, if there wus any, entirely escaped ua.

I shall long much to see the ohservationa that have been
made withyoun, and in other dietant countries, on this comet,
as from these we ehall probably be enahied to form some
judgment of its distance from the earth, which, although we
could observe no parallex, I am apt to believe was not very
great, as its motion was not s¢ very perceptible. We counld
procure ne instrumrents to measure its apparent distance from
any of the fixed stars, eo that the only two ubservations any
thing can be made of are the times of its passing the polar star
Tast, its distance from it, and the time of its arrival at our
zenith vn the 30th; this we found by applying the eye fo a
struight rod hung perpendicularly from a emall thread. The
comet wasnot in the exact point of the zenith, but, to the best
of our observation, abuut six or seven minuntes to the north of
it. TLast night it was visible almost immediately after sunset,
long before any of the fixed stars appeared. It is now im-
mersed in the rays of the san, and is certainly got very near
his body. If it returnz again to the regions of space, it wiil
probably be visible in a few davs; but I own 1 should much
donbt of any auch return, if it is really by the attractive force
of the sun that it is at present carried with such smazing ce-
lerity towards hint. This iz the third comet of this kind whose
returp I have had an opportunity of watching, hut never was
fortunate enough to find any of them after they had passed the
sun, though thuse thot de really return appear at that time
muoch mure luminous than before they approached him.

The astropvmy of comets, from what | can remember of it,
appears to be clogged with very great difficulties, and even

HbS
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spme eseming absurdities. It is difficult {0 conceive that
these immense bedies, after being drawn to the sun with the
velocity of a million of miles in an hour, when they have at
last come almost to touch him, should then fiy off from his
body with the same velocity they approach it, and that too hy
the power of this very motion that hiz attraction has occa-
sioned. The demonstration of thie I remewnber, is very curious
and ingenions, but T wish it may be entirely free from sophis-
try. No deabt, in bodies moving in curves round a fixed
centre, as the centripetal motiun increases, the centrifugal one
increases likewise; but how this motion, which is only gene-
rated by the former, should at last get the better of the power
that produces it, and that teo at the very time this power has
acriuired its ntmost force and energy, seems somewhat diffi-
cult to conceive. It is the only inatance I know wherein the
effect increasing regularly with the cause, at last, whilst the
cause iy sfill acliog with full vigour, the effect entirely gets
the better of the cuume, and leaves it io the lurch. For the
body attracted je at last carried away with infinite velocity
from the mttracting body. By what power is it cartied away ?
Why, eay vur philusopliers, by the very power of thia attrac-
tion, which hae now pruduced a new power superior to itself,
to wit, the centrifugal force. Howwever, perhaps all this may
be reconcileable to reason: far be it from me to presume
attacking so glorious a syetem as that of attraction. The
law that the heavenly bedies are said to oheerve, in describing
eqqual areas in equal times, 19 sapposed to he demonstrated,
and by this it would appear that the centripetal and centri-
fugal forces alternately pet the mastery of one unother.

However, 1 cannot help thinking it somewhat hard to con-
ceive that gravity should always get the better of the centri-
fugal force at the very timue that its action is the smallest,
when the comet is at ite greatest distance from the sun; and
that the centrifugal force should get the lLetter of gravity at
the very time that its action is the greatest, when the comet
is at ite nearest point to the sun.

To a8 common vbarrver it wonld rather appear that the sun,
like an electric body, after it had once charged the objects
that it attracted with ita own effiuvia or atmosphere, by de-
grees loses its atiraction, and at last even repels them; and
that the attracting power, like what we likewike ohserve in
electricity, does not vetura again till the effluvin imbibed from
the atlracting hody is dispelled or dissipated, when it is sgain
attracted, and av on alternately. Fur it appears (at least
t0 an unsophisticated ohwerver) somewhat repugnant to reason,
to say that a budy flying off from another body some thousands
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of miles in & minute, should all the time be violently attracted
by that body, and that it is even by virtue of this very attrac-
tion that it is flying off from it. He would probably ask, what
more ¢ould it do, pray, were if really to be repelled ?

Had the syatem of electricity, and of repulsion as well as
attraction, been known and established in the last age, [ have
liftle doubt that the profound genius of Newton would have
calied it to his aid, and perhaps accounted in a more satisfac-
tory manner for many of the great phenomena of the heavens.
To the best of my remembrance, we know of no body that
possesses, in any considerable degree, the power of attraction,
that in certain circumstances does not likewise possess the
power of repulsion—the magnet, the tonrmalin, amber, glaas,
and every electrical substance. Now, from analogy, as we
find the sun so powerfully endowed with attraction, why may
we not likewise suppose him to be possesssed of repulsion?
Indeed, this very power seems to be confessed by the Newto-
nians to restde in the sun in a most wouderful degree, for they
asaure 28 he repela the raya of light with such amazing force,
that they fly upwards of eighty millivus of miles in seven mi-
nutes. Now, why weshould confiue {lis repulsion to the rays
of Light only* As they are material, may not other matfer
brought near his body be affected in the same mapper? In-
deed, vne would imagine that their motion alone woeuld create
the most viclent repulsion, and that the force with which they
are perpetually flowing from the sun would most effectualty
prevent every other body from approaching him; for this we
find in the constunt efivet of a rapid stream of any other mat-
ter. DBut let us exannne a little more his effeets on comets.
The tails of these bodies are probably their atwoapheres, ren-
dered highly electrical, either from the vivlence of their motion
or from their proximity to the sun. OF all the bodies we know,
there is mone in so constant and so viclent an electrical state
ag the higher regious of our vwn atmosphere. Of this [ have
loug been convineed ; for sund up o kite with a small wire
about it string ouly 1o the height of twelve or thivteen Lhun-
dred feet, and at all times it will preduce fire, as T have found
bf' frequent experience—somethnes when the air was perfectly
elear, without a cloud in the hemixphere, at other times when
it was thick and hary, and tetully unfit for electrical opera-
tions below. Now, as this is the case at so swail a height,
and as we find the ellect still grows sironger in proportion as
the kite advances (for § have sometimes observed 1hnt a little
Dlast of wind suddeniv rairing the kite about an bundred feet
has more than doubled the effeet), what must it be in very
great elevations? Indeed we may often judge of it from the
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viclenor with which the clouds are agitatad, from the meteors
formed above the region of the clonde, and particularly from
the aurora borealis, which has heen observed to have much
the same colonr and appearance as the matter that forme the
tails of comets.
Now, what muat be the effect of 8o vast a body as our at-
, made strongly electrical, when it happens to ap-
proack any other body # It must always be either violently
attracted or repelled, according to the powitive or megative
quality (in the language of electricians) of the body that it
a ches.

P t has ever been observed that the tails of comets (just as
we should expect from a very light fluid body attached to a
sotid heavy one) are drawn after the cometa as long as they
are ata distance from the sun: but as soon as the comet gets
near his body, the taii vecrs abuut to that gide of the comet
that is in the oppnsite direction from the sun, and no longer
fallows the comet, but continues its motion sideways, oppos-
ing its whole length to the medium through which it passes,
rather thau allow it in any dewree 1o approach the sun, In-
dead its tendency 1o follow the hody of the comet iv atill oh-
servable, were it not prevented by some force superior to that
tendency, for the tail is alwaya ohwerved to hend o little to that
sude from whenee the comet is flying.  This perhaps is some
proof, too, that it does not move in an absolute vacuum.

When the comet veachies its pwrilielion, the tail is generally
very much lengthened, pevhaps by the ravefaction from the
heat, perbaps by the increase of the sun's repulsion, or that of
his atmorpbere. It «till continues projected exactly in the
opposite direction frum the sun; am.{ when the comet moves
off again to the regdons of space, the tail, inatead of following
it ag it did on its approach, 18 projected a vast way before it,
and atill keeps the body ol the comet exactly vpposed betwixt
it apd the suu; il by degrees, as the distavee jucroases, the
lenpth of the tail is diinished, the repulsivy probatly becom-
ing weaker and weaker.

it hes likewise been observed that the length of these taila
is commonly in proportion to the proximity of the comat to
the sun.  That of 1650 threw out a train that would almost
have reached from the sun to the esrth. 17 thin had been at-
tracted by the sun, would it not bave fallen upon his body,
when the comet at that time was not one-fourth of his diame-
ter distant from him *—but inatead of this, it wan darted away
to the oppunite side of the heavens, eveu with s greater velo-
city than thut of the comet itself. Now what can this be
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omg to, if not t0 & repulsive power in the sun or his atmos-
re P

B And, indeed, it would at fitat appear but little less absard
to say, that the tail of the comet is all this time violently at-
tracted by the sun, although it be driven away in an opponite
direction from him, as to say the same of the comet iteelf. Tt
is true,.this repulsion seems fo begin much sooner to affect
the tail than the body of the comet, which is suppoged always
to gﬂss the sun before it begins to fly away from him, which
ia by no means the case with the tail. The repulsive foree,
therefore (if there in auy such), is in a much less proportion
than the sttractive ome, and probably just only emough to
counterbalance the latter, when these bodies are in their
perihelions, and to torn them so much invide as to prevent
their falling into the body of the san, The projectile force
they have acquired will then carry them out to the heavens,
and repulsion probably diminishivg as they recede from the
sun’s atmosphere, his attraction will sgain take place, and
retard their motion regularly, till they arrive at their aphelia,
when they once more begin to return to him.

I don’t know vou will like all this. Qur comet has led me
a dance I very little thouzht of; and 1 believe I should have
done better to seud it at once into thesup, and had done with
it: and that, indeed, I am apt to believe, will be its fate. For
ag this comet has o tail, thereis, of eonsequence, no apparent
repulsion. If it was repelled, its atmosphere, like the others,
would be driven away in the opposite direction from the sen ;
1 therefore do not see apy possible method it has of escaping.

These comets are certainhy bodies of a very different nature
from those with tails, fo which, indeed, they appear even to
bear 2 much less resemblance than they do to planets; and it
ja no small proof of the little progress we have made in the
knowledge of the nniverse, ithat they huve not as vet been dig~
tinguished by a different nanmie.

This is the third kind of body that has been discovered in
our syatem, that all appear eesentially different from each
other, that are probably regnlated by different laws, and in-
tended for very different purposes.  How much will posterity
be astonished at our ignorance, and wonder that this system
should have exieted for so many thousand years, before we
were in the least acquainted with one-half of it, or had even
invented nawes to distinguish its different members! .

I have no doult that in futare ngea the number of the
comoels, the form of theie orbits, and time of their revolutions,
will be ag clearly dewonstrated an that of the planets, It is
onr conntryman, Dr, Halley, who has begun this great work,
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which may be considered as just now in ifs earliest infancy.
These bodies, too, with thick atmospheres, bet without tails,
will likewise have their proper placea ascertained, and will no
longer be confounded with bodies to which they besr no
resemblance or connexion,

Comets with tails have seldom been visible but on their
recess from the san. 1t is he that kindies them up, and gives
them that alarming appearance in tle heavens. Un the con-
trary, those without tails Lave seldom, perhaps mever, been
observed, but on their approach to him. I don’t recollect any
whose return has been tolerably well ascertnined. 1 remem-
ber, indeed, a few vears ago, a small one, that wans said to
have been discovered by a felescope, after it had paesed the
sun, but never more became visible to the naked eye. This
assertion ie ensily made, and nobody can contradict 1t ; hut it
dowe not at all appear probable that it should have become 8o
much less lumiovus after it had passed the sun than hefore it
approached him ; and I will own to you, when I have heard
that the return of these comets had escaped the cyes of the
most acute astronomers, I lave heen tempted to think that
ihey 8id not return at all, but were absorbed in the body of
the sun, whicl: their vivlen! motion towards Lim seemed to
indicate. Indecd, I have often wirhcd thal this discovery
might be made, as it would iu some measure account for what
lias a9 vet been locked ujion as uraccountalile—that the sun,
notwithstanding his daily waste jrom enlightening the uni-
verse, never appears diminizhed either in size or light.  Sarely
this waste must be immense ; snd woere there not in noture
some bidden provizion for supplyivg it, in the nmpace of six
thousand vesrs, aupposing the world to Le no older, the
L}Ianets murt have gut to a much greater distanee from lis

udy, by the vast diminution of Lis attraction ; 1hey must like-
wise have moved much slower, wnd eonseguently the length of
our year must have bwen greatly iuercased.  Nothing of all
thig seems to be the cnee: tie diuneter of the sun s 1he same
as ever it wan: he nelther apprears dimiished, nor oor distauce
from hims increased : his light, heat, and attraction seem to be
the same g over, sud the motion of fhe plasets round him i
performed in the sume tinee s of eonrequence, lis quantity of
matter still coutinues the wame. Touw, then, ir this vast
waste supplied ¥ 3May there not be milhonus of bodies attracted
by him, friem the houndless segions of space, that are never
pereeived by us®  Cowets, on their road e hitn, Lave several
times been accidentally discovered by {elescopes that were
never seen by {he naked eye. Indeed, the number of Llack
.#pots on the sun seem to indicate that there is always a guan-
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tity of matter there, only in a preparation to give light, but
not yet refined and Ipure encugh to throw off rays like the rest
of hia body. For T think we can hardly conceive, that any
matfer can remsin long on the hody of the sun without be-
coming luminous; and so we find these spots often disappear,
that i& to say, the matter of which they are composed is then
petfectly melted, and has acqnired the same degree of heat
and light aa the reat of his body. Even in our glass-houses,
-and other very hot furnaces, most sorts of matter very soon
acquire the same colour and appearance as the matter in
fusion, and emit rays of light like it. But how much more
must thie be the case at the surface of the sun, when Newton
computes, that even at many thousand miles* distance from it,
a body would acquire a degree of heat two thousand times
greater than that of red-hot iron? 1t has generally been un-
derstood, that he wraid the great comet really did acquire this
degree of heat; but this is certainly a mistake: Sir Isaac’s
expression, to the best of my remembrance, is, that it might
have acquired it. And if we consider the very great size of
that body, and the short time of its perihelion, the thing will
a{:pear impossible: nor, indecd, do  think we ean comceive
that a body only as large as cur earth (and the epote on the
sua are often much larger) could be reduced to fusion,even on
hia enrface, but after a very cousiderable space of time.

Now, as it seems tu be univereally supposed that the rays
of light are really particles of matter proceeding from the body
of the sun, [ thivk it is absolutely necessury that we shouid
fall upon sume such wethod of sending him back a supply of
those rays, otherwise, let Lis stock be ever so greaf, it must
at last be exhausted.

I wish aatronomers would observe whether the spots on the
gun are not increaded after the appearing of these comets, and
and whether these spets do not disappear again by degrees,
like a body that is gradually melted down in a furnace. But
there is amother consideration, too, which naturaliy oceurs:
pray, what becomes of all this vast quantity of matter after it
15 reduced to light® Iz it ever collected again into solid
bodies, or is it for ever lost and dissipated ofter it has made
its journey from the sun to the olject it illuminates? 1t ia
somewhat strange, that of all that immense quantity of matter
poured down on uxs during the day, that pervades and fills the
wliole nniverse, the moment we are deprived of the luminous
body, the whole of it, in au instant, seeins to be annibilated :
in short, 1here are n nunber of difficulties attending the com-
monly received doctrive of light; nor do I think there is any
point in natural philosophy the solution of which is lesy safis-
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tsewriv{u If we snppose every ray to be a stream of particles
of matter, darting ftom the luminous body, how can we con-
ceive that these afreams may be intersected and pierced by
other stroama of the same matter, ten thousand different ways,
withont canaing the least confusion either to the one or the
otherP—for in a clear night we see distinctly any particular
star that we look at, although the rays coming from the sun
to our eye are pierced for millioue of miles before they reach
us, hy millions of streams of .the same rays, from every other
san sad star in the universe. Now suppese, in any other mat-
ter that we know of—and one wouald imagine there ought at
least to be some sort of analogy-—-suppose, I say, we ghould
only attempt to make two strenme pasa one another—water,
for instance, or air, one of the purest and the most fluid sub-
stances we are acnuainted with—we find it totally impoasible.
The two streams will mutually interrapt and incommode one
another, and the stromgeat will ever carry off the weakest into
ite own direction; but if a stream of light is hit by ten thou-
sand other streams, moving at the rate of ten millions of milea
in & minute, it is not even bent by the impression, nor in the
smallest degree diverted from its course; but reachew uvs with
the same precision and regularity as if nothing had interfered
with it. Beaides, on the supposition that light ia real particles
of matter moving from the san to the earth in the space of
seven minuteg, how comes it to pass, that with al} this won-
derfa! veloeity, there secms fo be no momentum ? for it com-
municates motion to no boedy that obstructs its paseage, and
nwobody whatever is removed by the percussion. Supposing
we had never heard of this discovery, and were at once to be
told of a current of matter flving at the rate of ten millions of
miles in & minate, and au large as to cover one-half of our
globe, would we not imagine that the earth must instantly be
torn to pieces by it, or carried off with the most incredible
velocity # Tt will be objected, that the extreme minoteness
of the particles of light prevents it from having any such
effect ; but as these particlesare v auch quantity, and €6 closa
to each other, na to cover the surface of every hudy that is op-
posed to them, and entirely to fll up that vast space betwixt
the earth and the sun, thia objection, I should think, in a gresat
measure falls to the ground. The particlesof air and of water
are likewise extremely minute, and a amall quantity of these
will produce little or no effect; but increare their number,
and ouly give them the millionth part of the velacity that i
asertbed to a ray of light, and no foree whatever conld be able
to withstand them.

Adien. Y bave unwarily ron myself into the very deeps of
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i)hilmophy, and find it rather difficult to struggle out again.

ask your pardon, and promise, if possible, for the future, to
steer yuite clear of them. I am sure, whatever this comet
may be to the universe, it has been an {ynus fatuus to me; for
it hae led me strangely out of my road, and bewildered me
amongst rocks and quickeands where I was like to stick fifty
times.

I have forgot whether or not you are a rigid Newtonian; if
you are, I believe T had better recant in time for fear of acei-
dents. I kpow this i3 a very tender point; and have seen
many of those gentlemen, who are good Christians too, that
can bear with niuch more temper to hear the divinity of onr
Saviodt called in question than that of Sir Isaac, and look om
& Cartesian or a Ptolemean 28 a worse species of infidel than
an atheist.

I remember, when I was at college, to have seen a heretie
to their doctrine of gravity very suddenly converted by being
tossed in n blanket; and avother, who denied the law of cen-
trifugal forces, soon brought to assent, from having the demon-
afration made vpor his shoulders, by a stone whirled at the
end of a string.

These are powerful arguments, and it is difficult to with-
stand them. 1 cry you mercy. I am without reach of you at
present, and you are heartily welcome to wreak your venge-
ance on my letter.
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CHURCHES OF PALERMO,—PREPARATIONS FOR
A FESTIVAL.

Palermo, July 8.

Many of the churelws here are extremely rich and magnificent.
The cathedral {or, as they call it, Madre Chivsa) is a venerable
Gothic building, and of a large stze; it is supported within by
eighty columnsof oriental granite, sud divided into a grest num-
Ler of chapels, some of whicl: are extremely rich, particularly
that of St. Rosolin, the patroness of Palermo, who is held in
greater veneration here than all the persons of the Trinity,
and, which is still more, than even the Virgin Mary herselif.—
The relics of the saint are preserved in a large box of silver,
curiously wrought, and enriched with precious stones. They
perform many miracles, and are looked upon as the greatest
treasure of the city. They are eeteemed the most effectnal
remedy against the plague, nnd have often preserved them
from that fatal distemper. The eaint guined so much credit,
in saving them frum the last plague of Messina, although it
was at two hundred miles' distauce, that they lave, gut of
gratitude, erected a tohle monument to her. 3t Agatha did
as much for {'atunia, but that city has not been 8o generous to
her. The other riches of this church cupsist principally in
some bones of St. Peter, aud a whole arm of St. John the
Baptist. There is likewise a jaw-bone of prodigious efficacy ;
gud some other bones of lesser note. It containg some things
of amaller consenpuence, which, lowever, are not altogether
without their merit., The monaments of their Norman kings,
several of whom lie buried lere, are of the firest porphyry,
pome of them near seven hundred years old, aud yet of very
tolerable workmanship.  Oppusite 10 these is a tabernacle of
lapia lazali. It 38 about fifteen fect high, and finely orna-
mented.  Some of the presents made to St Rosolia are by wo
means confemptible. A cronsof very large brilliania, from the
Ring of Spain, is, I think, the most cousiderable,

The Sachriatie, too, is very rich; there are some robes em-
broidered with oriental pearl, that are near four hundred yeara
oid, and yet lonk ns fresh as i done yesterday.

The Jesuita’ church is equal in maguificence to any thiog 1
have seen in Ttaly. ‘The genius of those fathers appears strong
in all their works; ope is never at a loss to find them out.



BICILY AND MALTA. 187

They have been grosaly calummiated, for they certainly had
less hypocrisy than an{ other order of monks.

The Chiesa del Pallazzo iz entirely inerusted over with
ancient mosaic, and the vaulted roof, too, is all of the same.
But it is endless to talk of churches. Here are upwards of
three hundred. That of Monreale, aboat five miles distant
from this eity,.is the next in dignity in the island after the
cathedral of Palermo. Itis nearly of the same size, and the
whole ia incrusted with mosaic, at an incredible expense.
Here are likewise several porphyry and marble monuments of
the firat kings of Sicily. Tins cathedral was built by King
William the Gued, whose menrory is still held in great vener-
ation amonget the Sicilians.

The Archbiehop of Monreale is already looked upon as a
saint, and indeed he deserves beatification hetter, I believe,
than most of those in the calendar. IHis income is very great,
of which he reserves to himself juat as mach as procures him
clothes and the simplest kind of food ; all the reet he devotes
to choritabie, pious, and public uees, He even seems fo carry
this too far, and depies himself the most common gratifications
of life—such as sleeping on a bed, a piece of luxury be in gaid
never to indulge himself in, but lies ey ery night on straw. He
i, a8 you may believe, adored by the people, who crowd in
his way as he passes to receive his benediction, which they
allege is even of more sovereign efficacy than that of the pope.
And, indeed, so it is; for he never sees an object in distress
bat he ig sure to relieve him, not trusting alone te the g ritual
efficacy of the blessing, but always accompanying it with
eomething olid and temporal; and, perhaps, this accompani-
ment is not eateemned the worst part of it. 'The town and
country round Monreale are greatly indebted to jus liberality,
and in every corner exhibit marks of Lis munificence. He has
just now made a present to the cathedral of a magnificent
sltar, only about one-half of which iz finished. It is of
massive silver, eXquisitely wrought, represeunting, in high
relief, some of the principal stories in the Bible, and, [
thmk will be one of the finest in the world-—Buf, what
is of much greater utility, he has, at his own cxpense, made
& noble walk the whole way from this city to Monreale,
which was formerly very difficult of access, as it sfanda
near the top of a very high mountain. The walk ia cat
with a great deal of jndgment on the side of this mountain,
and winds by easy zigzags to the top of it. It is adorned
with several elegaant fountains of water, and s bordered on
each side with a variety of lowering ehrube. The valley at
the foot of the mountain is rich and beautifu). It appears one
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8T, ROSOLIA.—SUPERSTITION AND INFIDELITY.

Palerwo, July 7.

I HavE been innuiring whe this same St. Rosolia may be, who .
has become B0 very capital u personage in this part of the
world; but notwithatanding their advring her with such fer-
vency, I have found nune that can give any telerable account
of ber saintship. They refer you to the most fabulous legends,
that even differ widely in their accounts of her. And, after
all the offeringa they have made, the churchea they have built,
and monuments they have raised to her memory, I think it is
far from being improbable that there really never did exist
such a person. [ went througl al} the booksellers’ shops, but
conld find potling relative to her, except an epic puem, of
which she {8 the heroine. It iz in the Sicilian language, and
is indeed one of the greatest curivsitica I ever met with, The
poet sets her at once above all vther saints except the Vir-
gin, and it secms to be with the greatest reluctance that he
can prevai! upon himself to yield the pass even to her. 1 find
from this curious compusition, and the notes upon it, that 8t.
Rosolia was niece to King William the Good ; that she began
very carly to display aymptoms of Lor sanctity; that at fifteen
she deserted the world and disclaimed ail human society. She
retired to the mountains on the west of the city, and she was
never more heard of fur about five hundred years.  She disap-
peared in the year 11349, The people thonght she had been
taken uy to hieaven, 1il], in the year 1621, during the time of o
dreadfal plague, a holy man Lad a vision that the saint's bones
were lying 1n & cave near the top of the Monte Pelegnno;
and that if they were taken up with doe revervoce, and car«
ried in procession thrice round the walls of the city, they
should immediately Le delivered froms the plagae. At firat
little attention was paid tu the Loly san, and he was looked
upon a8 little better thap o dreamer; Lhowever, he persisted
iu luw story, grew noisy, and got adherents.  The magistrates,
to pacify them, sent to the Monte Pelegrino, when, lo! the
mighty discovery was made—the wnered bones were found—
the city wan freed from the plague, and St. Rosolia became
the greatest waint in the calendar, Churches were reared, al-
turs were dedicuted, nnd ministers appointed to this new
divinity, whose dignity and consequence have ever since been
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supported at an incredible expense. Now, I think if is more
than probable that these bones, that are now so much re-
verenced, and about which this great city iz at present in
such a buostle, belong to some poor wretch, that perhaps was
murdered, or died for want in the mountains.  ‘The hely man
probably could have given a very good account of them.

it is really astonishing to think what animals superstition
makes of mankind. 1 darve say le bones of St. Rosolin are
just as little entitled to the honours they receive as those of
poor 8t. Viar, which were found somewhere in Spain under a
broken tombstone, where these were the only legible letters.
The story, I think, is told by Dr. Middletor. The priests
found that the bones had an exccllent knack at working
miracles, and were of upinion that this, together with the 8.
Fiar on the stone, was proof sufficient of his sanctity. He
contipued long in high estimation, and they drew no inconsi-
derabie revenue from his abilities, till unfortunately they pe-
titioned the pope to grant him some immunities. The pope
(Leo X,. I think), not entirely satisfied with regard to his
saintship, desired to be informed of his pretensions. A liat of
his miracles wag sent over, accompanied by the stone with 8.
Fiar upon it, The first part of the proof wus sustained, but
the antiquaries found the fragment to be part of the tombstore
of a (Roman) prafectus viarium, or overseer of the high road,
10 whese bonea they had been so much indebted, and poor St.
Viar, though probably an honester man than most of them, was
ordered to be struck out of the calendar.

The people of fashion here hold the superstition of the vul-
gar in great eontempt ; and perhaps that very superstition is
une principal cause of their infidelity. Indeed, I have ever
found that deism is most prevalent in these countries where
the people are the wildest and most biguted, A retined and
cultivated vnderstanding, shocked at their folly, thinks if can-
not possibly recede tuo fur from it, and is often tempted to fly
fo the very opposite extreme.  When reason ts much offended
by any particular dogma of faith or act of worship, she is but
too apt, in the midst of her disgust, to reject the whole. The
great misfortune is, that in these countries, the most violent
champious for religion are commounly the most wealk and igno-
rant ; and cerfainly one weak advocate in nny cause, but more
particularly in a mysterious oue, that requires to be handled
with delicacy and address, is capable of lmrting it more thau
fifty of its warmest opponents. Silly bovks, that have been
written by well-meaning men, in defence of religion, I am
confident have made more infidels than all the works of Bo-
lingbroke, Shafteabury, or even Volteire himself; they only
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want to make people belicve that there are some lndicrous
thinga o be said against it; but these grave plodding block-
heada do all they can to persuade us that there is litile or
nothing to be maid for it. The universal error of these gentry
is, that they ever attempt to explain, and reconcile to sense
and reaeon, those very mysteries that the first principles of our
religion teach us are incomprehensible, sand of conseguence
neither ohjects of sense nor reason. 1 once heard an ignorant
priest declore that he did not find the least diffeulty in con-
ceiving the myatery of the Triuity, or that of Incamation, and
that he woold undertake to make them plain to the meanest
capacities. A gentleman present fold him Ie had no doubt he
could—to all such eapacities as his own, The priest took it
as & compliment, and made him a bow. Now, don’tyon think.
that a few such teachers as this must hurt religion more by
their zeal than all its opponents can by their wit? 11ad these
heroes atill kept behind the bulwarks of faith and of mystery,
their adversaries never could have touched them ; but the
bhave been foolish enough te shandon those stronghoelds, an
dared them forth 1o combat ou the plain fields of renson and
of semse. A sad piece of generalabip indved: such defenders
mast ever ruin the hest cause,

But although (e people of edacation here deapise the wild
superstition of the vulgar, yet they go regularly to mass, apd
attend the ordiuances with great respect and deconey; and
they are much pleased with ua for vur conformity to their cus-
toms, and for nvt appearing openly to despise their rites and
ceremonies. | vwn thiv attention of theirs not to offend weak
minds tends much fo give us a favoureble apinion Loth of their
keartsa and understandinga. They don't make any hoast of
their infidelity, neither do they peater you with it us in Franee,
where it is perpetually buzzed in your ears, and wlere, al-
though they prefend tir belivve lims, they du in fact helieve
more than any nation op the eontinent.

I know of nothing that gives one a worse opinion of a man
than to see him make a show and parade of lus contempt for
things held sucred—it is an open insult to the judgment of
the public. A countrymau of vurs, about two years ago, of-
fended egregiously in thim article, and the people etill speak of
him both with contempt and detestation. It happened one
day in the great church, during the clevation of the livat, when
every body else were on their knees, that he still kept atand-
ing, without any appearance of reapect for the cevemony. A
young nobleman that was near him expressed his surprise at
thin. ¢ It in strange, sir,” said he, « that you, who have the
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education of a gentleman, and cught to have the sentiments
of one, should thua choose to give so very public offence.”

“ Why, sir,” said the Englishman, I don’t believe in tran-
substantiation.” ¢ Neither do §,sir,” replied the other, “ and
yet you see I kneel.”

Adien, 1 am called away to see the preparations for the
ﬁas& In nmiy next I shall probably give you some account

it.

P.8—1 have been watching with great care the retarn of
our comet, but as yet 1 bave discovered nothing of it. I ob=-
merve, too, with 8 very indifferent glasa, several large round
spots on the sun’s disk, and am far from heing certain that it
ia not one of them; but I shall not alarm yon any more with
this subject.
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THE SIROCCO—FEMALE LIBERTY.

Palermo, July 10,

On Sunday, the 8th, we bad the long-expected siroceco wind,
which, although our expectationa had been raised pretty high,
yet I own greatly exceeded them. Ever since we came to our
new lodging, the thermometer has stood betwixt 72 and 74
degrees ; at our old one it was often at 79 and 80; 80 great
i# the difference betwixt the beart of the city and the sea-shore.
At present our windows not enly front to the nerth, but the
sea is immediately under them, trom whence we are constantly
refreahed by a delightful couling breeze. Friday and Satordsy
were uncommonly cool, the mercury never being higher than
724 ; snd although the sirocco is paid to have set in early on
Sunday morniug, the air in ocur apartments, which are very
large, with lhigh ceilings, was not in the least affected by it at
eight o'clock, when I rose. I opened the door without baving
any suepicion of such a change, and indeed I never was more
satoniebed in niy life. The first blast of it on my face felt like
the burning steam from the mouth of an oven. I drew back
my head and shut the door, calling out to Fullarton thet the
whole atmosphere was in a flame. However, we ventured to
open another door that leads to a cool platform, where we
usgally walk; this was not exposed to the wind; and here
I foumd the heat much more supportable than I could in-
deed have expected, from the first specimen I had of it at
the other door. It felt sumewhat like the subterraneons
sweating-stoves at Naples, but still much hotter. In a
few minutes we found every fibre greatly relaxed, and the
pores opened to such a degree, that we expected scon to be
thrown into a profuse sweat. I went to examine the ther-
mometer,and found the air in the room as yet so little affected
that it stood vuly at 53, The preceding night it was at 72},
1 took it cut to the open air, when it immediately rose to 110,
and soom after to 11%; and 1 am confident, that in our old
lodgings, ur any where within the city, it must have risen
several degrees higher. The air was thick and heavy, but the
bharometer was little affected—it had fallen only about a line.
The sun did not once appear the whole day, otherwise I
am persuaded the beat must have been insupportable; on that
side of our platfurm which is exposed to the wind, it was
with dificulty we could bear it for a few minutes, Hereo I
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exposed a little pomatom, which was melted down as if T had
laid it before the fire. 1 attempted to take a walk in the
street, to see if any creature was stirring, but I found it
too much for me, and was glad to get up stasrs again.

This extraordinary heat continued till three o’clock in the
afternoon, when the wind changed at once, almost to the op-
posite point of the compass, and all the reat of the day it blew
strong from the sea. Tt is impossible to conceive the different
feeting of the air. Indeed, the audden change from heat to cold
is almoat as inconceivable as that from cold to heat. The
current of this hot air had been flying for many bours from
sonth to north, and I had no doubt that the atmosphere for
many miles round was entirely composed of it; however, the
wind no sogner changed fo the porth, than it felt extremely
cold, and we were acon obliged to put on cur clothes, for, fill
then we had been almost naked. In a short time the thermo-
meter suuk to 82 degrees, a degree of heat that in England
would be thought almost insuvpportable, and yet all that night
we were obliged, merely from the cold, to keep up the glasses
of our coach; so much were the pores opened and the fibrea
relaxed by these few hours of the sirocco, Indeed, J had ex-
“posed myself & good deal to the open air, as I was determined
to feel what effect it would produce on the human body. At
firet I thought it muet have been impossible o bear it; but I
aoon discovered my mistake, and found, that where I was
sheltered from the wind, I could walk about without amy
great incomvenience; wneither did it produce that copious
sweat] expected ; it occasioned, indeed, a violent perspiration,
which was culy attended with slight moisture on the skin;
but I sappose, if I had put on my clothes, or tuken the least
exercise, it soon wounld have brought it on.

Town to youmy curiosity with regard to the sirocco is now
thoroughly satisfied, nor do 1 at all wish for another visit of it
during our stayin Sicily. Many of our acquaintance, who had
been promising us this regalo, as they call it, came crowding
about ne 83 soon as it was gver, {0 know what we thought of
it. They own it has been pretty violent for the time it lasted,
but aseure us that they have felt it more so, and likewise of &
much longer duration; however, it scldom lasts more than
thirty-six or forty hours, so that the walle of the housea have
not time to be heated throughout, otherwise they think there
could be no such thing as living ; however, from what I have
felt of it, I believe they are mistaken. Indeed, had I been
satisfied with the firat blast (which is generally the case with
them), and never ventured more out in it, I certainly should
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have been of their opinion. They langhed at us for exposing
ourselves so long to 1t, and were surprised thaf our coriosity
ghould lead us to make experimenta at the expense of our per-
sound. They aezure ue thatduring the time it lasts, there is nof
a mortal to be eeen without deors, but those whom necessity
obliges. AN the doors and windows arve shut close, to pre-
vent the exterpal air from enfering, and where there are oo
vrindow-shutters, they hang up wet blankets on the inside of
the window. Theservants are constantly employed in sprink-
ling water through their apartments, to preserve the air in as
temperate a state ay possible; and thiv is no diffienit matter
here, as I am told there is not a house in the city that has not
a fountain within it. By these means, the people of faghion
saffer very little from the girocco, except the strict confinement
to which it restricts ihem. -

It ix somewhat singuler, that nolwithatanding the scorching
heat of this wind, it has vpever heey kmown to produce any

Ademical distempers, nor, indecd, bad conzeruences of any
Innd to the heaith of these people. 1t ix true, they foel extremely
weak and relaxed during the time it blows, but a fow hours of
the tramontane, or porth wind, which generally succeeds it,
#0on braces them up and sets them to rights again. Now, in
Kaples and in many other places in Italy, where its violence ia
not te be compared to this, it ia often attended with putyid
disordere, and seldom faila to produce an almost geveral de-
{ection of apirits. Itis true, indeed, that there the sirocco
ants for many days, nay, even for weeks ; ao that, as its effects
are different, it probably proceeds, likewise, from a different
cange.

I have not been able to procore any good accounnt of thia
gingular object in the climate of Palermo. The canses the
n3pign for it are various, though none of them, 1 think, are al-
together satisfactory,

I have seen an old fellow here, who lias written upon
it. He says it iy the same wind that iz so dreadful in the
sandy deserts of Africa, where it somutimes proves mortal in
the space of half an hour. e alleges that it is cooled by ite

mage over the sea, which entirely disarms it of these tre-
mendoun efforts before it reaches Sicily.  But if this were true,
we ghould expect to find it most violent on that side of the
island that lies nearest to Africa, which is uot the case ; though,
indeed, it ia possible that its heat may be again increased b
its paswage acroms the inland ; for it has ever heen found mucg
more violent at Palermo, which isnear the moat northern point,
than aenz where else in Sicily. Iudeed, [ began to be more re-
conciled to this reason, when T consider that this city is almont
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garpounded by high mountains, the ravines and valleys be®
twixt which are parched up and burkiag bot at this seavon
These likewise contain innumerable springs of warm water?
the streams of which may tend greatly to increase the
heat, perhaps likewise to soften the air, and disarm it of ita
noxious qualitics. It is a practice, too, at this season, to burn
heath and brashwood on the mountains, which mnst farther
add to the Leat of the air.

Some geutlemen who were in the country, told me that they
walked out immediately after the sirveco, and found the grass
aud plants that had been green the day before were become
quite brown, and erackled under their feet as if dried in an
oven,

I shall add, for your amusement, & journal of the weather
since we came to Pultrmo.  The burometer has continved
constantly within a line or two of the same point, 294 degrees;
and the sky bas been always clear, except the day of the sirocco
and the 26th of June, when we had a pretty smart shower of
rain for two hours ; so I think I bave nothing farther to do but
to mark the heights of the thermometer.

HEIGHTS OF TIE THEEAMOMETER.

June 17, T84
18, ... - e T4
19, 75
20, ... . 76
ar, 754
23, .. e 0T
23, 763
24, 77
a5, it
26, .. XL’
27, 77
28, .. Tk
28, T
30, 783

July 1, 'R
2, 80
3, 80}
4, At new lodgings on the sea side fronting the north, ;;
6, e 724
7 . . T3
8, The siroceo wind, 118

In the afterncon, ... gz

g e . aie
10, ... . . o T8
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. 'The more 1 consider the extreme violence of this heat, the
more I am surprised that we were able to bear it with so
little inconvenience. We did not even feel that depression of
:ﬁirits that commonly attends very great heats with us. The

ermometer rose 40 degrees, or very wear it; end it hap-

s singularly enough, that before the sirocco began, it stood

Juat about 40+ degreee abave the point of congelation; mo that
in the moroing of the £th of July, the heat increased so much,
almost instaneousaly, as it generally doet daring the whole
time that the sun moves from tropic to tropie, for the differs
ence from 72 and 112 is the same as between the freexing-point
and 72, or between a cold day in winter and & warm ome in
suminer.

Yesterday we had a great entertainment in the palace of the
Prince of Partanma, from the balcony of which the viceroy re~
viewed a regiment of Swise, the best I have yet seen in the
Neapolitan service. They are really a fine hody of men, and
notwithstanding the violence of the heat, went through their
motions with great apirit. They had two field pieces on each
flank, which were extremely well served ; and the evolutions
were performed with more precision end steadiness than one
geoerally meets with, except in England or Germany. The
gmnadieru were fornished with false grepades, which pro-

oced every effect of real ones, except that of doing mie-
chief. The throwing of these was the part of the entertain-
ment that seemed to please the most, and the grenadiers took
care to direct them ao that their effect should not be lost,
When a number of them fell together amongst a thick erowd
of the nobility, which was commouly the cese, it afforded an
entertsiniog scene enough, for they defended themmelves with
their hats, and threw them very dexterously upon their neighe
bours. However, we daw no damage done, except the singe-
ing of a few wigs and caps, for the ladiea were there in as
great numbers as the gentlemen.

The company at the Prince Partana’s waa brilliant and the
entertainment noble. It consisted principally of ices, creams,
chocolate, sweetmeats, and fruit, of which there wan a great
variety, Not one-haelf of the company played at carda; the
rent amused themselves in corversation and welking on the
terrace. We found the young Erince and princess, who are
very amiable, with peveral of their companions, playing st
cross purposes, and other games of that kind. We were joy=
fully admitted into this cheerful little circle, where we
amused oureelven very well for several hours. T only men-
tion this to show you the different system of bebaviour kere
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and in Italy, where ne such familiar intercourse is allowed
amongst young people before marriage. The young ladies
here are easy, affable, and unaffected, and not (as on the con-
tinent) perpetvally stock up by the sides of their mothers,
who bring them into company, not for their amusement, but
raiber €o offer them to sale ; and seem mightily afraid lest any
one should steal them, or that they themselves should malke an
elopement—which, indeed, T should think there was some
danger of, cousidering the restraint under which they are
kept; for surely there is no such etrong incitement to vice ag
the makiog a punishment of virtue.

Here the mothers show a proper confidence in their daugh-
ters, and &llow their real character to form and to ripen. In
the other case, they bave either no character at ail, or an
affected one, which they take care to throw off the moment
they have got a husband, when they think it impossible to
recede too far from those rigorous maxims of decorum and
circumsapection, the practice of which they had ever found so
exiremely disagreeable.

Were they allowed first to show what they veally are, I am

paded they would not be half so bad; but their parents,
g}e'r:he mmanner they treat them, show that they have no con-
fidence in their principles, and seema to have adopted the
ungenerous maxim of our countryman,

Thet every woman is at heart w ¥ake.

Now, in countries where this maxim becomes of general
helief, there is no doubt that it likewise becomes true, for the
women having no longer any character to support, they will
even avoid the pretences to virtue, well knowing that those
prefencee are onlf Tooked upon as hypocriey and affectation.
1 dare say you will agree with me, that the better method to
make them virtoous, is first to make them believe that we
think them so; for where virfue is really esteemed, there are
none that would willingly relinquish the character, but where
it requires a yuard (as parson Adam saye), it certainly is not
worth the sentinel. -

Some of the familien bere put me in mind of my own do-
meatic system. The Prince of Resuttana, his wife and daugh-
ter, are always together, but it is because they choose to be
#0, and there appesrs the strongest affection, without the
Jenst diffidence on the one side or restraint on the other. The
young princess Donda Rosolia iz one of the most amiable
yvoung ladies I have seen; she waw of our little party last
night, and indeed made one of its greatest ornaments. It
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would appear vain and partial afler this to eay, that in coun-
tenance, sentiment, and behaviour, she seems altogether
English, but it is true: and this perhaps may have contributed
to advance her atill higher in oor esteem; for in spite of all
our philosophy, these unphilosophical prejudices will still
exist, and no man, [ believe, has entirely divested himself of
them. We had lately a noble entertainment at her father’s
coontry-house, and had resson to be much plessed with the
unaffected hospitality and easy politeness of the whole family.
The palace is reckoned the most magnificent in the neighbour-
hood of Palermo. It liee about six or seven miles to the west
of the city, in the country called 1 Colle, in the opposite
direetion from the Bagaria, which I have already mentioped.
The viceroy and hia fanily, with the greater part of the no-
hility, were of this party, which lasted till about fwo in the
morning. At midnight & eurious set of fireworks was played
off from the leads of the palace, which had a fine effect from
the garden below,

Farewell. 1 had no time to write yesterday, and though
we did not break up till near three this morning, I have got
up at eight, I was so eager to give you some account of the
‘sirocco wind.

‘We are now going to be very busy: the fenst of St. Rosolia
begins to-morrow, and all the world are on the very tiptoe of
expectation ; perhaps they may be disappointed. I often wish
that you were with us, particolarly when we are ha
thnugil you know it is by no means feasts and shows that
make ug s0. However, ag thisis perhaps the moat tremarkable
one in Europe, that you may eujoy as much of it as possible,
I xhall sit down every night and give you a short account of
the transactions of the day. We are now going to breakfast,
after which we are engaged to play at ballon, an exercise I
suppose you are well acquninta({’ with; bot as the day pro-
mises to be extremely hot, I believe I shall desert the
and go a-swimming. But I see F. and G. have alteady aid-
?cked ﬁ)e figs and peaches, so 1 must appear for my interest.

arewell.
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FESTIVAL OF ST, ROSOLIA.

Palerme, July 12,

Asour five in the afternoon, the festival began by the triamph
of St. Rosolia, who was drawn with great pomp through
centre of the city, from the Marino to the Porto Nuove. The
triumphal car was preceded by a troop of horse, with trum-
peta and kettle-drums, and all the city officers in their gala
uniforms. 1t is indeed a most enormous macline ; it measures
gaventy feet lowg, thirty wide, aud upwards of eighty high,
and, as it passed along, overtopped the lofiiest houses of
Palermo. The form of itz under purt is like that of the Roman
galleys, but it swells us it advuuces in height, and the front
agsumes an oval shape like an amphitheatre, with seats placed
in the theatrical mauner, This is the great orchestra, which
was illed with a pumcerous and of musicians placed in rows,
one above the other: over this orchestra, and a little behind
it, there is a large dome supported by six (‘orinthian columns,
and adorned with a numbur of fizures of saints and apgels;
and on the summit of the dome there jz a gigantic silver
statue of 5t Rosolin.  The whole wachioe 18 dressed out with
orange-trecs, Bower-pots, und trees of artificial coral. The
car stopped every fifty or sixty yards, when the orchestra per-
formed a piece of musie, w ifh smu:s in honour of the saint.
It appearcd a moving castle, and completely filled the great
street from =ide to side. 'l'his indeed wus its greatest disad-
vaptage, fur the spuce it bad 10 move in was in no wise
prepurtioned to its size, and the houses seemed to dwindle
gway to wothing ag it passed along. This vust fabric was
drawa by fiff y-six huge nmles, i two rows, curjously capari-
goned, and mounted by twenty-eight postilions, dressed in
gold and silver stuffs, with great plumes of ostrich feathers in
their hats. Every window aud baleouy, on both sides of the
street, were full of well-dressed people, and the car was fol«
towed by many thousuuds of {he lower sort. The trivmph
was {inisbed in about three hours, und was succeeded by the
Leautifl illuminetion of the Marino.

I believe ¥ have alreudy mentiuned that there is a range of
arches and pyramids extending {rem end to end of this noble

15
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walk; these are painted, and adorned with artificial Sowers,
and are entirely covered with lamps, placed so very thick that
at s little distance, the whole appears so many pyramids n.mi
arches of fiame. The whole chain of this illumination was
about a mile in length, and indeed you can hardly conceive any
thing more aplendid. There was no break nor im ion
any where, the night being so atill that not a single lamp was
extinguished.

Opposite to the centre of this great line of light, there was
a magnificent pavilion erected for the viceroy and his compang,
which consisted of the whole nobility of Palermo; and on the
front of thim, at some little distance in the sea, stood the great
fire-worke, representing the front of a palace, adorned with
columns, arches, trophies, and every ornament of architecture.
All the chebecks, galleys, galliots, and other shipping, were
ranged around the palace, and formed a kind of amphitheatre
in the mea, enclosing itin the centre. These began the shew by
a discharge of the whole of their artillery, the sound of which,
re-echoed from the mountzins, produced a very noble effect ;
they then played off a variety of water-rockets, and bombs of &
curious construction, that often burst below water. This con-
tinued for half an hour, when, in an instant, the whole of the
palace wan beautifully illuminated. This was the signal for
the shipping to cease, and appeared indeed like a piece of en-
chantment, and it was done altogether instantaneously, and
without the appemrance of auny agent. At the zsme time
the fountaina that were represented in the couort before
the palace began to spout up fire, and made a representa-
tion of rome of the great jers d'ran of Versailles and Marly,
As soon as these were extinguished, the court assumed
the form of a great parterre, adorned with a variety of
palm-trees of fire, interspereed with orange trees, flower-pots,
vases, and other ornaments. (n the extinguishing of these,
the illumination of the palace was likewise extinguished, and
the front of it broke out juto the appearance of a variety of
suns, stera, and wheels of fire, whicR in a short time rednced
1t to a perfect ruin. And when all appeared finished, there
burst from the centre of the pile a vast explosion of two thou-
sand rockets, hombs, serpents, rquibs, and devils, which
seemed tn fill the whole atmosphere : the fall of these made
terrible havoe amongst the clothes of the poor pecple who
were 1.0t under cover, hut afforded admirable entertainment
to the nohility who were. During this exhibition we had a
handsomae entertainment of coffee, ices, and swectments, with
a varjety of exccllent wines, in the great pavilion in the centre
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of the Marino: this was at the expense of the Duke of Can-
tellano, the preetor (or mayor) of the city. The principal no-
blll? give these enterfainments by turns every night during
the feetival, and vie with each other in their magnificence.

. As soon as the fire-works were finished, the viceroy went
out.fo sen in & galley richly illuminated. We chose to stay
on shore, to see the appearance it made &t a distance. [t was
rowed by seventy-{wo oars, and indeed made one of the most
beautiful objects you can imagine—flying with vast velo-
city over the waters, as smooth and as clear as glass, which
shone round it like a flame, and reflected its sptendour on all
sides, The oara beat time to the French horns, clarionets, and
trumpets, of which there was a numerous band on the prow.

The day's entertainment was concluded by the Corso, which
began exactly at midnight, and lasted till two in the morn-
ing.

The grest street was illuminated in the same magnificent
manner as at Marino. The arches and pyramids were erected
at Jittle distances from each other, on both aides of the street,
betwixt the footpath and the epace for carriages, and when
seen from either of the gates, appeared to be two confinned
lines of the brightest flame. Indeed these illuminations are
eo very different, and so much superior, to any I have ever
seen, that T find it difficult to give any tolerable idea of them.

Two lines of coaches occupied the space betwixt these two
Jines of illumination. They were in the greatest gala; and as
they open from the middle, and let down on each side, the
beauty of the ladies, the richness of their dress, and the bril-
liancy of their jewels, were displayed in the most advantage-
Oua manner.

This beautiful train moved slowly round and round for the
space of two hours; and every member of it seemed animated
with & degire to please. The company ap%eared all joy and
exultation: scarce two coaches passed without some mutual
ecknowledgment of nffection or respect; and the pleasure that
sparkled from every eye seemed to be reflected and communi-
cated by a kind of eympathy through the whole.

In such an assembly, it was impossible for the heart not
to ditate and expand itself: I own mine was often eo full
that [ could hardly find utterance: and I have seen a tragedy
with less emotion than I did this scene of joy. I always
thought these affections had been strangers to pomp and pa-
rade ; hut here the universal joy seemed really to spring from
the heart—it brightened up every countenance, and spoke af-
fection apd friendship from every face. No stately air—no
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anparcilious look; all appeared friends and equaly. And sure
I am that the beauty of the ladies was not helf so much height~
ened, either by their dress or their jewels, as by that air of
cowll.cency and good humour with which it was animated,

¢ were distributed in different coaches amongat the nobi-~
lity, which gave us z better opportunity of making these ob-
servations. I will own to you that I have never beheld & more
delightful sight ; and if euperatition often produces such effects,
I mincerely wish we had a little more of it amongst ue. 1 could
have thrown mysel{ dow?. before St. Ronclia, and blessed her
for making so many people happy.

We retired about two o'clock ; but the variety of glittering
scenes and gaudy objects sfill vibrated before my eyes, and
prevented me from sleeping : however, I am almost as much
refreshed as if I had ; but I really believe four moresuch dayg
will be too much for any of us. Indeed, I am sure that it in
impossible to keep it up, and it must necessarily flag. I think,
from what 1 can obeserve, they have alreandy exhausted al-
mast one-half of their preparations ; how they are to sayport
the ather four days, I own I do not comprehend : however, we
shall see.

I thought to have given you an sccount of every thing at
night after it was over, but I find it impoasible : the epirits are
too much dissipated and exbausted, and the imagination in
too full of objects, to be able to separate them with any de~
gree of regularity. 1 shall write you, therefore, regularly the
morning fullowing, when thie fever of the fancy has had time
too cool, and when thinge appear as they really are. Adien,
then, till to-morrow. IHere is a fine shower, which wiil cool
the air, aud save the trouble of watering the Marino and the
great street, which is done regularly every morning when there
is no rain. The thermometer is 73 degrees.

13¢h.—I thought therc would be a fulling-off. Yesterday’s
entertainments were not so splendid as those of the day be-
fore. They began by the horse races. There were three races,
and six horses started each race. These were mounted b
boys of about twelve yeara old, without either saddle or bridle,
but ouly a small piece of cord, by way of bit, in the horee's
mouth, which, it seems, is anfficient to stop them. The great
etreet was the course ; and to this end it was covered with
earth to the depth of five or six inches. The firing of » cannon
at the Purto Felice was the signal for starting ; and the horses
memed to understund this, for they all set of at onee, full apeed,
2nd cantinced at their utmost atretch to the Porto Nuovo,
which wae the winning-post. It is exactly & mile, and they
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performed it in a mivute dnd thirty-flve seconds, which, con-
sidering the size of the horses (scarce fourteen hands,) we
thought was very great. 'These are generally barbs, or a
mixed breed between the Sicilian and barh. The boys were
gandily dressed, and made a pretiy appearance. We were
surprised to see how well they stuck on ; however, I obrerved
they hdd generally laid fast hold of the mane.

%)e moment before starting the street appeared fult of pec-
E)Ie; nor did we eonceive how the race could poesibly be per-

rmied, Qur surprise was increased when we saw the horses
run foll speed at the very thickest of this crowd, which did
not begin to open till they were almost close wpon it. The
people then opened, and fell back on each side, by & regulae
uniform motion, from one end of the street to the other, This
singnlar menceuvre seemed to be performed without any bustle
or confumion, and the moment the horses were past they closed
again behind them. However, it destroys preat part of the

leasure of the race; for you canpot help being under appre-
Eemicns for such a number of people, whom you every mement
see in imminent danger of being trodden to death; for this
muat inevitably be their fate, were they only a second or fwo
Yater in retiring. These accidents, they allow, have often hap-
pened : however, yesterday every body escaped.

The victor was conducted along the street in frinmph, with
his prize displayed before him. This was a piece of white
pilk, embroidered and worked with gold.

Theme races, I think, are muoch superior to the eommon style
of races in Italy, which are performed by horses alone without
riders; but they are by no means to be compared to those in
Eogland.

The great street was illuminated in the same mapner az on
the preceding night, and the grand conversation of the nobles
was held at the archbishop's palace, which was richly fitted
up for the occasion.

The gardens were finely illuminated, and put me in mind of
our Vauxhall. There were two orchestras {one at each end,)
and two very good bands of music. The entertaicment was
splendid, and the archbishop showed attention and politeness
to every person of the company.

About ten o'clock the great triumphal car marched back
again in procession to the Marino. It was richly ijluminated
with large wax tapers, aud made a moet formidable figure.
Don Quixote would have been very excusable in taking it for
an enchanted castle, moving through the air. We gid not
leave the archbishop's till roidnight, when the Corso began,
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which was procieely the same in every respect a8 the night
before, and afforded ue a delightful scene.

14th.—Lanst night the two great streets, and the four gates
of the city that terminate them, were illuminated in the most
splendid manper. These streets cross each other in the centre
of the city, where they form m beautiful square, called Lz
Piazza Ottangolare, from the eight angles they form. This

nare was richly ornamented with tapesiry, statues, and ar-
3}@1 flowers ; and as the buvildings which form ite four sides
are gniform and of a beautiful architecture, and at the same
timee highly illuminated, it made a fice appesrance. There are
four orchestras erected in it; and the four bands of music are
Ember than I had any conception this city could have pro-

nced.

From the cenfre of this square you have a view of the whole
city of Palermo thus dress:(l out 1n its glory, and, indeed, the
effect it produces surpasaes belief. The four gates that form
the vistas to this spiendid scene are highly decorated, and
lighted up in an elegant taste—the illuminations representing
& variety of trophies, the arms of Spain, those of Naples, Sicily,
and the city of P'alermao, with their gnardian geninses, &c.

The conversation of the nobles war held in the viceroy's
palace, and the entertainment wag still more magnificent than
any of the former. The great fire-works opponite to the front
of the Ealace began at ten o'clock and ended at midoight,
after which we went to the ("crao, which lasted, aa usual, &il}
two in the morning. Thia part of the entertainment etill
pleases s the most; il is indeed the only part of it that reaches
the heart; and where this ie not the case, & puppet-show is
just as good as a coronation. We have now got acquainted
aimost with every countenance: and from thet air of goodness
and benignity that animates them, and which seems to be ma-
taally reflected from ome to the other, we are inclined to
form the moat favourable opinios of the people.

Onr fire-works last night were greater than those of the
Maring, but their effect did not please me 80 much ; the want
of the sen and the shipping were two capital defects. They
likewise represented the front of a palace, but of & greater ex-
tent. It was illuminated, too, an the former, and the whole
conducted pretty rouch in the same manner. We saw it to
the greatest advantage from the baiconies of the state apart«
mrents in the vicerny's palace, where we had an elegant con~
cert, but, to the no small disappointment of the company, Ga-
brieli, the tinest winger, but the most capricious mortal upon
earth, did not choose to perform. -
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15¢h.—Three races, six horses each as formerly. They called
it very good sport. 1 cannot say that I admired it. A
creature was rode down, and I believe killed, and ome of the
boya had likewise a fall.

The great assembly of the nobility was held at the Judice
Monarchia’s, an officer of high trust end digoity, Here we
bad an entertainment in the same style as the others,and a
good concert. At eleven o'clock the viceroy, attended by tha
whole company, went on foot to visit the square and the great
cherch. 'We made a prodigious train ; for though thecity wans
all & Jamp of light, the servants of the viceroy and nobility
attended with wax flambeaux to show us the way. Aswoon
an the viceroy entered the square, the four orchestras struck
up a symphony, and continved playing till he left it.

The crowd aromnd the church was very great, and withont
the presence of the viceroy it wonld have been impossible for
usn to get in; but his attendante noon cleared the passages, and
at once entering the great gate, we bekeld the most splendid
scene in the world. The whole church appeared a flame
of light, which, reflected from ten thousand bright and shining
surfaces, of different colours, and at different angles, produced
an effect, which, I think, exceeds all the descriptions of en-
chantment I ever read. Indeed, I did not think that human
art could have devised auy thing so splendid. I believel have
already mentjoned that the whole church-—walls, roof, pillars,
and pilasters—were entirely covered over with mirrors, in-
terspersed with gold and milver paper, artificial flowem, &ke.,
dope up with great taste and elegance, no that not one inch
either of atone or plaster was to be seen. Now, form an ides,
if you can, of one of our great cathedrals dressed out in this
manner, and illominated with twenty thousand wax tapers,
and you will have some faint notion of this splendid acene. I
own it did greatly exceed my expectations, althongh, from the
descriptions we had of it, they were raised very high. When
we recovered from our first surprise, which hagyprodueed, un-
known to ourselves, many exclamations of astonishment, I
observed that sll the eves of the nobility were fixed upon us,
and that they enjoyed exceedingly the amazement into which
‘we were thrown. Indeed, this acene, in my opinion, greatly
exceeds all the rest of the show.

I have oftan heard of the illumination of St. Peter's apoken of
an & wonderfully fine thing; so indeed it is: but it ia certainly
no more to be compared to this than the planet Venus ia to the
sun. The effects, indeed, are of a different kind, and cannot
well be compared together,
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This scene was too glaring to besr dny considerable time,
snd the heat occcasioned by the immense number of lights
soon became intolerable. I attempted to reckon the number of
tustres, and counted upwards of five hundred ; but my head be-
came giddy,and [ was obliged to give it up. They assure us that
the number of wax tapers is not less than twenty thousand.
There are eight and twenty altars, fourteen on each side; thepe
are dreesed ont with the utmost magnificence, acd the great
altar is by far the most splendid of all.

When you think of the gaydy muterialy that compose the
lining of thig church, it will be difficult to annex an idea of
grandeur and majesty to it—at least so it struck me when I
wag firat fold of 1t—yet, 1 assure you, the elegant simplicii’:'yi
and unity of the design prevents this effuct, and gives an air
of dignity to the whole.

It is on this part of the show that the people of Palermo
value themselves the most : they talk of all the rest as triflin
in comparison of this; and, indeed, T think it is probable that
there in nothing of the kind in the world that is equal to if.
it is strange they should choose to be at so great an expense ghd
trouble for a show of a few lwurs only; for they have already
begua this moruing tu strip the church of its gaudy dress, snd
I am told it will not be fluished for many weeks,

From the charch we went immediately to the Coran, which
concluded, as usual, the enfertainments of the day,

16tk.~—-Last night we had the fao)l illumination of all the
streeta. The assembly wae held at the priefors, where thera
was an elegant enterisinmentand a eoncert,  Pacherotti, the
first man of the opera, distinguiched himself very much., I
think he is one of 1'hu most agrecahle singers I ever heard, anud
am perfectly persunded that fua few years he will be very
cejebrated.  (ampawueci, the second soprane, is, 1 think, pre-
ferable t» maost that 1 have heard in Ialy; and you will the
more eagily hefieve this, when Livfornu you that lie is engageg
for mext winter tu be the first siuger in the great opera ok
Rome. 1Is it ndt strange that the capital of all Ttaly, and, for
the fine arts (as it was formerly was for arms), the capita{l of
the world, should condescend to choose its first opera performer
from amongst 1 subalicrir of a remote Sicitian utage P

You will beliove, that with two such gopranos as these, and n
Gabriedi for the fird woman, the opera bere will not be a de-
spicable oue. It s to begin ina few days, notwithstanding
the extreme heat of {he season, so fond are the people here of
there entertainments,

Their opera dancers are those you had last year at London ;
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they are just arrived, and the people are by no means pleased
with them. We saw them this morning at the rehearsal, and
to their great surprise, addressed them in English. You can-
not imegine how happy they were to eee us. Poor souls! I
wase delighted to hear with what warmth of gratitude and
affection they spoke of England. There is a mother and two
daughters; the youngest pretty, but the eldest, the firat
dancer, appears 4 sensible, modest, and well-behaved girl—
more 80 than is common with these gort of people, Speaking
of Englend, she said, with a degree of warmth that her good
treatment in general could hardly inspire, that in her life she
never left any country with so sore a heart; and had she only
enjoyed her health, all the world should never have torn her
‘away from it. She seemed affected when she said this. 1 ac-
knowledged the honour she did to the English nation, but al-
leged that these sentiments, and the manner in which they were
uttered, could scarcely proceed from a general love of the
country, She answered me witha smile, hut at the same time
I could observe the tear in her eye, At that instant we were
interrupted ; however, 1 shall endeavour, if possible, o learn
her story, for ¥ am perscaded there is one ; perhaps you may
know it, I dare eay it is po secret in London.

But ¥ have got quite away from my subject, and had forgot
that 1 sat down to give you an account of the feast. Indeed,
I will own, it is a kind of subject I by no means like to write
upon: I almost repent that I had undertaken it, and am
heartily glad it is now over. Tt does very well {0 see shows;
but their description is, of all things on earth, the most insi-
pid—for words and writing convey ideas only by a slow
and regular kind of progress—and while we gain one, we
generally lore another, so that the fancy seldom embraces the
whole; but when & thousand objects strike you at once, the
imagination is filled angd satisfied.

'The great procession, that closes the festival, began at fen
o'clock. It only differed from other processions in this, that
besides all the priests, friars, and religious orcers of the city,
there were placed, at equal distances from each other, ten lofty
machines made of wood and pasteboard, ornamented in an ele-
gant manner, representing temples, tabernacles, and a variety
of beautiful pieces of architecture. These are furnished by the
different convents and religions fruternities, who vie with each
other in the richmess and elegance of the work. Some of them
ara not {ess than sixty feet kigh. They are filled with figures
of saints and angels, made of wax, so natural, and so admi-
rably well painted, that many of them seemed really fo be
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alive. All these figures are prepared by the nuns, and by them
dresmed out in rich robes of gold and silver tissne.

We were a good desl amused this morning fo see them re-
tamiog home in coaches to their respective nunneries. At first
we tdol them for ladies in their gala dress, going out to visit
the churchen, which we were told was the custom, and began
to pull off our hate as they went past. Indeed, we were led
into this blunder by some of our frienda, who carried vs out
on purpose; and as they saw the coaches approach, told us
this in the princess of such a thing—there is the duchess of
such another thing ; and, in short, we had made half & dozen
of our best bows (to the no small entertainment of these
waga) before we discovered the trick. They now insist upon
it that we are good Catholics, for all this morning we had been
bowing to eainta and angels.

A great silver box, containing the bones of St. Romolia,
cloaed the proecessivn. 1t wae carried by thirty-gix of the
moat respectable burgesses of the city, who look upon this as
the greateat honour. The archbishop walked hehind it, giving
his benediction as he passed.

No sooner had the procession finished the tour of the great
nqeare before the privtors ‘;m}ace, than the fountain in the

- centre, ope of the largest and finest In Europe, was converted
into a fountain of fire; throwing it up en all giden, and making
a beautiful appearance. It Jasted only a few minates, and was
extinguished by a vast explosinn, which concluded the whole.
As this was altogether uwexpected, it produced a fine effect,
and surprised the spectators more than any of the great fire-
worka had done.

A mutual and friendly congratulation ran through the whole
assembly, which soon after parted, and this morning every
thing has once more reassumed ifs natural form and order;
and ] asrure you, we woere not more happy at the opening of
the festival, than we are now at its conclusion. Every body
was fztigued and exhauated by the perpetual feasting, watch-
ing, and dissipation of these five days. However, upon the
whole, we have heen much delighted with it, and may with
truth pronounce, that the entertainments of the feast of 8t.
Rosolia are much heyoud those of the holy week at Rome, of
the Ascension at Venice, or indeed any other featival we have
ever witnessed.

I believe I did not tell you, that about ten or twelve days
ago, an the time we had appointed for our retwn to Naples
was elapred, we had hired a small vesuel and provided every
thing for our departure; we had even taken leave of the vice-
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roy, and received our passports. Our baggage and sea-store
was already on bonrdl,“;hen were set upon by our friends,
and solicited with so much earnestness and cordiality to give
them another fortnight, that we found it impossible to refuse
it; and in consequence discharged our veesel, and went for our
trupke. 1 should not have mentioned this, were it not to
show yon how much more attention is paid to strangera here
than in moat places on the continept.

We reckon ourselves much indebied fo them for having
obliged ua to prolong our stay, as, independént of the amuse«
ments of the festival, we have met with so much hospitality
and urbanity, that it is now with the most eincere regret we
find ourselves obliged to leave them. Indeed, had we brought
our clothes and booke from Naples, it is hard to say how long
we might have stayed.

We have sent to engage a vessel, but probably shall not sail
for five or six days. Adieu,
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ANTIQUITIES OF SICILY.

FPalerao, July 19.

We have now had time to imyuire a Jittle into some of the
antiquities of the islaud, and have fuund several people, par-
ticularly the Prince of Turremuzzo, who have made this the
chief object of their study.  Buowever, T find we must wade
through oceaus of fiction before we can wirive at any thiog
certain or ratisfactory.

Most of the Sicilian authors asvee o deriving their origia
fromy Ham, ur, ax they vall him, Chaw, the son of Noal, who,
they pretend, s the game ax Saturn, Tley fe)] you that he
built a great city, which from Lim was nuned (amesena.
There have been vielvnt disputes about the situation of this
city : Beruso su‘]ﬂ:pmes it to Lave stood wliere (amurina was
afterwards founded, and that this wax only a corruplion of ita
primitive name.  But Guasrneri, Carrera, and others, eombat
this opivion, and affirm that Catneseun 2tood near the foot of
Jtna, between Ad aud Catania, almost opposite fo those
three rocks that still bear the name of the Cyclops.  Indeed,
(Carrera mentions an in=eription that be lad seen in a roin oear
Aci, supposed to have Leen the sepolelire of Aels, which he
thinks put this matter out of donbt. These are his words:
“ Hue est inseriptio vetustie cujusdam Gabellae repertae in
pyramide repulelirl Acis, ex fracmontis vetustissinue, urbis
hodie Aciz, conditar n Cham, wirantum prineipes, tiam oun-
cupato Saturnn Chameseno, in promentorio Xiphooio, ubi
adbue hodie visuntur solo wquata antinua vestigia, et roing
dictre urbig ot urciy ip insula prope Scoputos Cyvelopum, et
retinet adhive sincopatum vomen La Gazzena.”

This same Cham, they tell vou, was u very great rcoundrel,
and that esenws, which signified infamous, was added to his
ranmw, obly to denote his churacter. Fazzello saya he married
his vwn sister, who was calhed Rliea; that Ceres was the
fruit of this marriage ; that she did not inherit the vices of her
futher, but reigned over Sicily with great wisdom and modera-
tion : that she taught her subjeets the method of makiog bread
and wine, the materials Jor which their jsland produced spon=
taneously in great abundance : that her daughter Proserpine
wan of equal heauty and virtue with hernelf; that Orius King
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of Epirus, had demanded her in marriage, and, on refusal, had
carried her off by force; which gave occcasion to the wild
imagination of Greece to invent the fable of the rapeof Proser-
pine by Pluto, king of hell, this Orine being of a morose and
gloomy disposition.

Ceres hae ever been the favourite deity of the Sicilians.
She chose her seat of empire in the centre of the island, on the
top of a high hill, called Enna, where she founded the city of
that name. It ig atill a considerable place, and is now called
Castragiovanni, but little or nothing remains of the ruine of
Enna.

Cicero gives a particular account of thiz place. He says
from its gituation in the cenfre of the island, it was cal et'i
mbilicus Sieiliar, and describes it as one of the most beauti-
ful and fertile spots in the world. The temple of Ceres af
Enna was renowned all over the heathen world, and pil-
grimages were made te it, a3 they are at present to Loretto.
Fazzello says it was held in such veneration, that when the
city was surprised und pillaged by the slaves and barbarians,
they did not presume to touch this sacred temple, although it
contained more riches than all the city besides.

There have been violent disputes amongst the Sicilian an-
thors, whether Troserpine was carried off near the city of
Enpa, or that of 3itna, which stood at the foot of that moun-
tain; but it is of mighty little conseqneuce, and more respect,
1 think, iz to be paid to the sentiments of Cicero, who gives it
in favour of Enna, than the whole of them. Diodorus, too, is
of the eame cpinion, and his deacription of this place is almost
in the same words as that of Cicero. They both paint it as a
perfect paradise, abouuding in brautiful groves, clear springs
and rivulets, and, like Eina, covered with a variety of flowers
at all reasons of the year. To these authorities, if you please,
Yﬂﬁ; may add that of Milton, wlhoe compares it to paradize it-
#elf i —

Nor that fair field
Of K, where Prostrpine gathering flowers:
Hersell a fairer fower, by gloomy D
Was gauiered.

1f you want to have a fuller account of this place, you will
find it in Cicero’s pleadings against Verres, and in the fifth
book of Diodorus. [ have conversed with several gentlemen
who have been there : they assure me that it still answers in
a great measure to the description of these authors. Medals,
I am told, are ati}l found, with an elegant figore of Ceres, and
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an ear of wheat for the reverse; but I have not been able to
procure any of them.

There was another temple in Sieily not less celebrated than
this one of Ceres. 1t was dedicated to Venus Erecina, and
like the other, toc, was built on the summit of a high moun-
tain. The ancient name of this mountain was Eryx, or, as the
Sicilinna eall it, Erice, but it iz now called St. Juliane. Both
mountain and temple are often mentioned by the Greek and
Latin historians, and happily the Sicilian ones have no dispute
about its situation or origin, which they make out to be al-
most as ancient as that of Ceres, Diodorus says that Dedalus,
after his flight from Crete, was bospitably received here, and
by his wonderful gkill in architecture added greatly to the
beauty of this terople. He enriched it with many fine pieces
of sculpture, but particularly with the figore of a ram of such
exguisite workmanship that it appeared to be alive. This, I
think, is likewise mentioned by Cicero.

Mness, too, in his voyage from Troy to Italy, landed in this
part of the island, and, according to Dicdorus and Thueydides,
made rich presents to this temple; but Virgil is not satisfied
with this—he must raise the piety of his hero still higher, and,
in opposition to all the historians, makes Fnean the founder
of tggot‘emple.n Its fame and glory continued to incrense for
many ager, and it was held in still greater venerstion by the
Homans thanp it had been hy the Greekes. Fuzello says, and
quotes the authurity of Strabo, that seventeen citiee of Sicily
were laid under tribote toruise a sufficicot revenue to support
the dignity and enormous expenses of this temple. Two hune
dred soldiers were appuinted for its guard, and the number of
ita prieats, prieatesses, and roinisters, male and female, was
ineredible,

Venus wase succeeded in her possession of Ervx by 8t, Ju-
liano, who now gives his name both to the city and mountaia
aud indeed he has a very good title, for when the place was
closely beaieged, the Sicilians teil you he appeared on the walls
l.rme(f cap-a-pie, and frightened the enemy to such a degree,
that they instantly took to their heels, and left hin ever aince
in guiet poasession of it.

Many medals are found ip the uneighbourhood, but there is
not the least vestige of this celebrated temple. Some marbles,
with ingeriptions and engravings, that have been found deep

* Tum vicloa astres Exyelos in vertice sede.
Fundstur Veoerl ldalis tumuloque ssowrdod,
Et Jucus Iate sacer additur Al .
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below ground, are almost the only remaining monuments of ita
existence. Suetonius says, that it had even fallen to ruinsbe-
fore the time of Tiberius, but as Venus was the favourite divi-
uity of that emperor, he had ordered it to be magnificently re-

However, it is somewhat difficult to reconcile thim
+with Strabo's account, who tells us that even before his time
it had been totally abandoned : and indeed this seems most
probable, as every vestige of it has now disappeared, which is
not commonly the case with the great works of the age of
Tiberiue.

Zneas landed at the port of Drepsuvum, at the foot of thia
mountain, Here he lost his father Anchises, in honour of
whom, on his return from Carthage about a year after, he ce-
lebrated the gamea that make so great a figure in the Aaeid,
whick Virgi! introduces with & good deal of address, as a
compliment to the piety of Augustvs, who had inetituted
games of the same kind in honour of Julius Ceaesar, his father
by adoption.

It is singular that Virgil’s account of thia part of Sicily
should be so very different from that of Homer, when there
‘was 80 short a space, only a few monthe, between the times
that their two herces had visited it. Indeed, Virgil seema to
bave followed the historians in hia conduct of this part of the
poem, more than the eentiments of Homer, who makes this
very country, where Xneas was 80 hospitahly received, the
babitation of Polyphemus and the Cyclops, where Ulysses loat
#0 many of hiz companions, and he himself made so very nar-
row sn escape. The islund of Licosia, where he moored his
fleet, lay very near the port of Drepanum, and Homer describes
tbe adventure of Polyphemus to have happened on the shore
of Sicily, opposite to that island. Virgil bas taken the liberty
to change the scene of action, as he waa better acquainted
with the geography and history of the country than Homer,
and, perhaps with a good deal of Eropriety, places it at the
foot of Mount Atma. I am afruid there is pot much propriety
in his changing the action itself, and confradicting the acecount
that Homer gives of it. For Ulysses mays that Polyphemus
devoured four of his companions, but that he, by his address,
saved all the rest, and was himeelf the last that escaped out
of the cave. Now, Virgil makes Ulysses to have told & lie,
for he affirms that he Jeft Achemenides bebind him; and
Achemenides, too, gives a different account of this affair from
Ulysses: he assures JEmeas that Polyphemus devoured only
two of his companions, after which they pat out his eye with

a sharp weapon (acuto telo), which rather gives the idea of a



216 TRAVELS IR

apear or javelin, than that of a great beam of wood made red-
hot in the Are, as Homer descrilies it. But there are many
sach passagea. Don't you think they seem either to indicates
negligence in Virgil, or a want of deference for his maeter ¥—
neither of which, I believe, he has ever Leen accused of.

The Sicilian authors are by uo means pleased with Virgil
for making ‘Eneas the founder of this temple of Venus Erecina.
They will only allow that the colony which he was obliged to
leave there, after the burning of his ships, did, in bonour of
his mother Venus, build the city of Eryx around her temple;
but they ali insist npon it that the temyple was built by Eryx,
or, as they call kim, Erice, nnother son of Venus, but much
older than FEness—the same that war found to be fo equel a
mateh for Hercules, butf wes at laat killed by him, at a boxing-
match near the foot of this mountain. The apot where this is
su}};osed to have ha‘!)pcned gtill retaine the name of (¥ campo
dé Hercole the field of Hercules. Through the whole fifih
book of 1he .Eueid, thiz Ervx s styled the brother of Eueas;
and, in his account of the games, Virgil introduces those very
gauntlets with which he fought with Hercules rin koe ipso
fittores in thia very field ; the might of which, from their enor-
mous size, astonishes the whole hwet, and frightens the cham-
pion Dares so much that he refuses to tight.

Adiex. The opera begins in two days; after which, I thiak,
we ehall soon take leave of Sicily. Ever yours.
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ST. ROSOLIA'S CAVE.—ANTIQUITIES CONXTINTED.

FPalermo, July 21.

YesTERDAY we walked up to {he Monte Pelegrino to pay our
reepects to St Rosolig, and thank her for the variety ot enter-
tainment she has affurded us. It is ove of the most fatigning
expedilions I ever made in my life. The mountainisextremely
Ligh, and so uncommonly steep, that the road up to it is very
properly fermed lr Seafn, or the Stair.  Before the discovery
of 8t. RHos:lia, it was lovked upon as almost inazcessible ; but
they have now, at o vast expense, cat out a road over preci-

ices that were almost perpendicular. We found the saint
ving in lier grotto, in the very same attfitude in which she is
said to bave been discovered : her lwad reclining gently upon
her band, and a crucifix before ber. 'This is a statue of the
fineat white murble, and of the most exquisite workmanship. It
is placed in the inuer part of the cavern, on the very same spot
where St. Rosolia expired. 1t is the figure of u lovely young
girl of about fifteen, in an act of devotion. The artist has
found means 1o throw something that is extremely touching
into the countenance and air of this beautiful statue. I never
in my life saw one ihat affected me w0 moeh, and am not sur-

rised that it should bave captivited the hearts of the people.
t 18 covered with a robe of beuten gold, and is adorned with
some valuable jewels.  The cave i of @ considerable extent,
and extremely damp, so that the poor little =aint must have
had very cold uncomfurtable quarters.  They have built a
church around it, and appuointed priests to wateh over these
plrl'ecious relics, and receive the oflerings of pilgrims that visit
them.

An inseription, graven by the hand of =t. Rosolia herself,
was fenud in a cave in Monte Quesquina, at a considerable
distance from this mountain. It i said that she was disturbed
in her retreat there, and lhad wandered from thence to Monte
Pelegring, ns a more retired and inaccessible place. I shall
copy it exactly us it is preserved in the poor little saint’s own
Lattn.

X
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EGO BOBOLYE
SIRILAEDL QUIBUINS
BT BOSARUM DONIN] FILIA,
AMOEE DET ME] JESU CHBIITE,
IN HOC ANTRO HABITANL
PECKEYT

After St. Rosolar was scared from the cave where thia in~
scription was fonnd, ehe was never move heard tell of, till her
bones were found ahout five hundred years after, in this spot,

The prospect from the top of Monte Pelegrino is beautiful
and extensive. Most of the Lipari ielands are discovered in &
very clear day, and likewise a large portion of Mount Aina,
although at the distance of almost the whole length of Sicily.
The Bagaria, too, and the Colle, covered over with a number
of fine country hoyses and gardens, make a beauntiful ap-

rance, The city of Palermo =tands within less than two
milen of the foof of the movotain, and is seen to great ad-
vantage, Many people went to this mountain during the
time of the great illumination, from whence they pretend
it hae a fine effect ; bLut this unfortunately we neglected.

Near the middle of the moartair, and not far from ifs sem-
mit, there stitl appear some remaina of a celebrated castle, the
origin of which the =icilian authors carry back to the most re-
mote aptiquity. Massa says, it js supposed to have been builf
in the reign of Satnrn, immedintely after the Flood : for, in the
time of the earliest (‘arthaginian wars, it was always much
respected on account of its venerable antiquity. Tt was then
a place of atrength, and 13 often mentioned by the Greek his-
toriana. Dicdorus sayvs, in hiv twenty-third book, that Hamil-
car kept pozsession of it for three years ngainst all the power
of the Romans, who, with un army of forty thousand men, at-
tempted in vaiu to dislodge him, .

The situation of Palermo is seen, I think, to more advantage
from the Monte Pelegrine thau from auy where else, This
beautiful aity stands rear the extremity of a kind of natural
amphitheatre, formed by high and rocky mountains; but the
country that lies hetween the city and these mountains js one
of the richest and most beaut:ful apats in the world. The
whole appears a magmbicent garden, Glled with fruit trees of
every species, and watered by clear fountaine and rivolets
that form e variety of windinga through this delightful plain.
From the singalarity of this situation, as well as from the
richness of the soil, Palermo has had many flattering epithets
bestowed upon it, particularly by the poets, who have deno-
minated it Conca & Oro, the Golden Shell, which in at once
expressive both of its situation and richness. It has likewise
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beon styled Aurea Palle, Hortus Sicilie, &c.; and to inelude
all thewe together, the lasting term of Felir has heen added to
ite name, by which you will find it distinguished even in the

mAaps.
Many of the etymologista allege that it is from the richness
of this valley that it had its. original nawe of Panormus,
which, in the old Greek language, they pretended, signified
All & garden ; but othera say there 19 vo occasion for atraining
significations, and assert, with more appearance of plausibility,
that it wes called Pan-ermus, from the size and con-
veniency of its harbours, one of which is recorded anciently
to have oxtended into the very cenire of the city, And this
in the account Diodorus gives of it: it was called Panormus,
pays he, because its harbour even penetrated to the very
intermost parts of the city-—Panormus, in the Greek language,
signifying, 4 8 pert. And Procopius, in his History of the
Goths, assures um, that in the time of Belisarius, the port wag
deep enough for that general to run his ships up to the very
walls of the city, and give the assault from them. It is not now
is well entitled to this name as it was formerly. Thewe har-
bours bave been almost entirely destroyed and filled up, most
probably, I thiok, by the viclent torrents from the mountains
that surround it, which are recorded sometfimea to have laid
waste great part of the city., Fazzello speaks of an inun-
dation of which he was an eye-witness, that came down from
the mountains with such fury that they thought the city would
have been entirely swept away. He says it burst down the
wall near to the royal palace, and bore away every thing that
opposed ite tﬁassase—--churchea, convents, houses, to the num-
ber of two thousand, and drowned upwards of three thousand
people. Now, the fragments and ruins carried to sea by such
a torrent alone, would be sufficient to fill up a lithle harhour;
50 that we are not to he surprised that these capacioua ports,
for which it had been so much celebrated, no longer exist.
Next to Chamesno, Aalermo is generally supposed to be the
most ancient city in the island. Indeed, there still remain
some monuments that earry back its origin to the times of the
most remote antiquity. A bishop of Lucera has written upon
this subject. He is clearly of opinion that Palermo was
founded in the days of the first patriarche. You will laugh at
this—ao did I-—but the bishop does not go to work upon con-
jecture only; he supporte his opinion with such proofs, as, 1
own to you, slaggered me 8 good deal. 4 Chaldean inserip-
tion wae discovered about six huudred years &go, on a block
of white marble; it was in the reign of William I1., who or-
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dored it to be translated into Latin and Italian. The bishop
mayn there are many fragments in Palermo with broken in-
scriptions in this language, and seems to think it beyond a
doubt that the city was founded by the Chaldeans in the very
early ages of the world. Thix is the literal translation—
 During the time that Isaac, the son of Abraham, reigned in
the valley of Damascus, and Esau, the son of Isase, in Idumea,
a great multitude of Hebrews, accomprined by many of the
people of Damnscus, and nwany Phonicians, coming into this
triangular island, took up their habitation in this most beanti-
ful place, to which they gave the vame of Panormus.”

The bishop translates another Chaldean inscription, which
ie indeed a great curiosity. It ia etill preserved, though not
with that care which so valuable a monument of antiquity de-
serves  1tis placed over one of the old gates of the city, and
when that gate falls to ruin, it will probably be for ever lost.
The transiation is in Lat.n, but 1 shall give it to you in Eng-
lish :—“ There is no other God but one God. “There is mo
other power but this same God. There is no other conquerox
bat this God whom we adore, The enmmander of this tower
is Baphu, the son of Eliphar, eon of Laau, Lrother of Jacob,
son of Isaac, son of Abrahamn. The name of the tower is
Bayeh, and the name of the neighbouring tower in Pharat.”

These two inscriptious seemn to reflect o mutoal light upon
each other, Fazzello has preserved them both, and remarks
upon this last, that it appears evidently from it that the tower
Baych was built antecedent to the time of Sapha (or, a9 we
translate it, Zephu), who is ouly mentivned an commander of
the tower, but not ua its founder.

Part of the ruins of this tower still remaia, and mauy mere
Chaldean inscriptions have been found amongst them, but so
broken and mangled that little could be made of them., Faz-
zello js in great indigoation at some masone he foond demo-
lishing these precious relics, and complaing bitterly of it to the
senate, whom he with justice upbraids for their negligence and
indifference. ¢

Conversing on this subject the other night with a gentleman
who in well versed in the antinuities of this place, I took the
liberty of objecting to the Greek etymology, Pan-ormuos, it ap-
pesring extramely absurd to give a Greek nnme to the city
loug before the existence of the Greek pation : I added, that
1 was a good deal surprised Fazzelo had not attempted to ac-
count for this seeming abasurdity. He allowed the apparent
validity of the objection, and blamed Vazelio for his negli-
gence; but awured me thet Pan-ormus, or something very
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nearly of the same sonnd, signifled in the Chaldean language,
and likewise in the Hebrew, a paradise or delicious garden;
and that the Greeks, probably finding it 8o applicable, never
thought of changing its name. This I was in no capacity fo
contradict. He added, too, that Pan-crmus was likewise an
Arabic word, and s:gmﬁed This water ; which probably was
the reason that the Saracens did not chauge its name, as they
have done that of almeet every thing else, as this is ae appli-
cable and as expressive of the situation ot Palermo as any of
the other etymologies, it being surrounded on all sides with
beantiful fountains of the purest water, the natoral consequence
of the vicinity of the mountains.

Pray show this letter to our friend Mr. Crofts, and degire his
sentiments oo these etymologies and avtiguities, Tell him I
have not forgot his commission, and shall procure him ail the
oldest and most uninfelligible hooks in Palermo: buf I must
beg, for the repose and tranquillity of maokind, that he will
not republish them. On these conditions, I send him a most
valuable fragment : it is part of a ChaldeAn inseription that
has been exactly copied from a block of white marble found in
the ruins of the tower Baych. 1own I should like much to
see it translated ; the people here have as yet made nothing of
it, and we were in no capacity to assist them.

Adiew. The weather has become exceedingly bot. The
thermometer is at 80 degrees, Ever yours.
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EICILIAN FISHERIES.—GOVERNMENT.

Palermo, July 24.

IN the course of our acquaintance with some gentlemen of
sense and observation in this place, we have learned many
thige concerning the island, that perheps may be worthy of
your attention ; and as this day is a0 hot that I cannot go out.
I shall endesvour to recollect some of them, both for your
amusement and my own. The thermometer is up to 81} de-
grees; so yon may judge of the witnation of our morthern
constitutions.

There ia one thing, however, that I have always observed in
these southern climates, that nlthough the degree of heat is
much greater than with use, yet it is not commonly attended
with that weight and oppression of epirite that generally ae-
company our sultry days in ssmmer. I am sure that in such
o day as this, in England, we shovld be panting for breath,
and no mortal would think either of reading or writing. That
is not the case here; 1 never wae in better spirits in my life ;
indeed, I believe the quantities of ice we eat may contribute
a good deal towards it; for ¥ find that iv a very violent heat
there is no snch cordial to the spirits an ice, or a draught of jee
‘water: it is not only from the cold it communicates, but, like
the cold bath, from the suddenness of that communication, it
braces the stomach, and gives a new tone to the fibres. It ia
strange that fhis piece of luxury (in my opinion the greatest
of all, and perhaps the only healthy one) sheald still be so
much neglected with ua,

I knew an English lady at Nice, who in a short time was
cured of a threatening consumption only by a free indulgence
in the use of icea; and I am persuaded that in skilful hands fow
remedies would be more effectau] in many of our stomach and
inflammatory complaints, aa hardly any thing has a sironger
or more immediate effect upon the whole frame; and surely
our ndminietering of warm drinke and potions in these com-
plaints tend often to nourish the disease. Itis the common
practice hero, in inflammatory fevers, to give quantities of jce--
water to drink; nay, so far have they carried it, that Dr.
Sapghes, a celebrated Bicilian phywician, coversd over the
breast and belly of his patients with enow orjce, and they
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aggure us, in many cases with great success. But, indeed, 1
ought in justice to add, that this physicians practice has not
begn generally adopted.

Perhaps it 18 from the present bepefit I find from ice that I
have eaid 8o much in favour of it; for 1 am fully "
that if I had not a quantity of it standing here below the table,
I should very soon be obliged to give up writing and go to
bed ; but whenever I begin to flag, another glass is sure to set
me fo rights agaia.

1 was going fo give you some account of the fisherien of this
island.

The catchiog the funny-sh constitutes one of the principal
Sicilian amusements duripg the summer mounths; and the
curing and sending them to foreign markets makes one of the
greatest branches of their commerce. We were invited yea-
terday by the Prince Sperlinga to a party of tanny-fishing, but
the violence of the heat prevented it.

These fish do not make their appearance in the Sicilian seas
till towards the latter end of May, at which time the tonnares
as they call them, are prepared for their reception. Thisis a
kind of aquatic castie, formed, at a great expense, of strong
pets, fastened to the hottom of the sea, by anchors and heavy
leaden weights,

These tonnaros are erected in the passages amongst the
rocks and islands that are most frequented by the tunny-flah.
They take ecare to shut up with nets the entry into these pae-
sagee, all but one little opening, which is called the outward
gate of the tonnaro, This leads info the first apartment, or,
as they call it, the hall. As soon as the fish have got into the
hail, the fishermen, who stand sentry in their boats during the
season, shut the outer door, which i no more than letiing
down a small piece of net, which effectually prevents the
tunoy from reterning by the way they came. They then open
the inner door of the hall, which leads to the second apart-
ment, which they eall the antechamber, and, by making a
noise on the surface of the water, they soon drive the tunny-
fish into it. As soon as the whole have got into the ante-
chamber, the inner door of the hall ia again shut, and the
outer door iz opened for the reception of more company.

Some tonnaros have a great number of apartments, with
diflorent names fo them all—the ealoon, the parlomr, the
dining-room, &e., but the last apartment is always styled
camera della morte, the chamber of death ; this is composed of
sitronger nets and heavier anchors than the others. :

Assoon as they have collected a sufficient nomber of tunny=~
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fish, they are driven from all the other apartments into the
chamber of death, when the slanghter begiue, The fishermen,
and often the gentlemen too, armed with a kind of epesr.or
harpoon, attack the poor defenceless animals on all eides,
which, now giving themselves up to despair, dash about with
great foree and agility, throwing the water over all the boats,
and tearing the nets to pieces: they often knock out their
brains a2gainst the rocks or anchers, aud sometimes even
against the buate of their cuemies.

You mee there is nothing very generous vr manly in this
gport.  The taking ol the peser spevder, or sword-lish, is a much
more noble diversiun : no art is made use of to ensnare him;
but with a small harpoon fixed o a long line, they attack
hini in the open seaz, and will often atrike him at a very con-
siderable distance, 1t is exactly the whale-fishing in minia-
ture. The Sicilian fishernzen {who are almndaotly superstiti-
vue) have a Greek sentence which they make use of aa acharm
{0 brivg lim near their bosta. This is the only bait they use,
and they pretend thiat it i= of wonderful eflicacy, and absolutely
obliges him tu fellow thoem; dat if unfortanately he should
overiear them apeak a word of Italian, he plunges under water
immediately, and will appear no more.

As these tish are commonly of ayreat sive and atrength, they
will sometimea run for kours after they ave struck, and afford
excellent sport. I have seen then with a sword four or tive
feet long, which giver them a turmidable appearance in the
water, particularly after they nre wounded.  The flesh of these
animals is excellont; it is more like heel thar fish, and the
common way of dreasing it 1% in steaks,

The fishing of prere padae is most consideralile in the sea
of Meseina, where they have likewise great quantitios of eels,
particularly the sorena, so mnch erteemed by the Homans,
which I think is indeed the fineat fish 1 ever ate.

But it is not only 1leir large fish that they strike with har-
oons, they have ilie sume method of taking mullet, dories, a
ind of mackerel, aud many other spevies; bot this is always

rformed in the night. As soom as it i3 dark, two men get
into a small boat ; one of them holds a lighted torch over the
surface of the water, the other stands with his harpoon read
pomed in his band,  The light of the torch soon brings the fla
to the surface, when the harpooner immediately strikes them.
T have ween great quantities killed in this manner, both here
and at Naples, A large fleet of boats employed in this kind
of fishing makes a beaatiful appearance on the water in o fine
summer night.
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'The coral fishery ia chiefly practised at Trapani; they have
invented m mackine there, which answers the purpose mach
beyond their expectations. This ix only a great croas of wood,
to the centre of which is fixed a heavy hard stone, ca-
pable of carrying the croes to the bottom. Pieces of smail
net are tied to each limb of the eroass, which is poised horizon~-
telly by a rope, and let down into the water. Aw moon am
they feel it touch the bottom, the rope is made fast to the boat.
They then row about all over the coral beds; the consequence
of which is, the great stone breaks off the coral from the rocks,
and it is immediately entangled in the nets. Since this in-
ventitrfn, the coral fishery has turned out to considerable ac-
coun .

The people of Trapani are esteemed the most ingevious of
the island ; they are the authors of many ueeful and orpamen~
tal inventions. An artist there has Jately discovered a me-
thod of making cameos, which are a perlect imitation of the
ancient ones engraved on the onyx. They are done on a kind
of hard shell from pastes of the best antigues, and so admira-
bly executed, that it is often difficult to distinguish the mn=
cient from the modern. These, set in gold, are generally worn
as bracelets, and are at present in high estimafion amongst
the ladies of quality here. Mra. Hamilton procured & pair of
them last year, and carried them to Naples, where they have
been much admired. Commissions were immediately eent
over, and the man has now more businese than he cen ma-
nage; however, we have been fortunate enough to procure a
few pairs of them tor our friends. I have seen cameos that
have cost 2000 guineas, that could scarce be distinguiehed from
one of these.

The difficulties under which the poor Sicilians labour, from
the extreme oppression of their government, obliges them
sometimes to invent branches of commerce that nature seems
to have denied them, as they are not allowed to enjoy those
she has beatowed. The sugar cane was very much cultivated
in this island, but the duties imposed were go enormoun, that
ithas been almost abandoned. Buttheir crops of wheat alone,
were they under a free government, would soon be eufficient
to render this Jittle nation oue of the richest and flourishing
in the world ; for even in the wretched state of cultivation it
in in at present, one good .crop, I am told, is sufficient to
maintain the ieland for seven years. You will be a good deal
warprised, after this, to hear that the exportation of this com-
modity has been prohibited for several years past, at least to

. ¥
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all mach ma sre not able to pay most exorbitantly for that pri-
vilege. The comsequence is, that corn has become a drug,
The common price of the ralma, which is two loads, wus
about thirty-one shillings; at present it is reduced to five
shillings and sixpence, and there in a probability that it will
kil fall lower. .

Thin crop, which has been very abundant, I am told, in
many places, they have hardly been at the pains to gather ip,
as there is little probability of this cruel prohibition being re-~
moved. The farmers are already ruined, and the roin of their
mesters must inevitably follow. Thisis the method the ministry
of Naples, or rather that of Spain, has taken to humble the pride
of the Bicilian barons, whose power they pretend is etill very
extensive, and their jurisdiction absolyte, most of them pos-
pemsing a right of life and death in their own domains. How-
ever, there is a probability that they will scon be obliged to
relinquish their privileges. The complaint is universal, and if
the minintry persevere in these rigorous measures, there munst
gither be a revolt, or they must epon be reduced to a state of
poverty as well as of servitude. 1 believe, indeed, most of
them would readily embrace any piavsible acheme to shake off
their yoke, as in general they appeat to be people of great sen-
mibility, with high notions of honour and liberty.

Talking of the nsteral riches of their island : Yes, say they,
if theme were diaplayed, you would have reason indeed to
speak of them. Take a look of these mountaing—they con-
tain rich veios of every metal, and many of the Boman mines
still remain; but to ert end should we explore them? Ttis
ot we that should reap the profit. Nay, a discovery of any
thing very rich might possibly prove the ruin of its posseseor.
No: in our present eituation the hidden treasures of the
island muet ever remein a profound secret. Were we happy
enough to enjoy the blessings of your cunstitution, you might
cal] ua rich indeed. Many hidden doors of opulence would
then he opened, which now are not even thought of, and we
shonid soon re-arsume our ancient name and consequence;
but at preseut we are nothing.

This is the language that some of the firat people pmengst
them hold with us. However, they still boast tE.nt they ro-
tain more of the feudal government than any pation in Eu-
rope. The shadow indeed remains, but the subatance is gome
long sgo. 1t has long been the object of the Bourbon miniatry
to reduce the power of the barons in every kingdom. Hicheliea
began the uystem in France, and it has ever since been prose-
cuted by his successors ; ita influence hes now spread over the
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whols of their poaseasions in Europe, of which, a8 this is the
most remote, it has likewise been the longeat in reaching it. .

The foundation of the feudal system wap at first la.ig here
by'the count Rugiero, about the middle of the eleventh centm,
immediately after he kad driven the Saracens out of the isiand.
He divided &icily info three parta; the first, by coumsent of his
army, was given to the church, the second he bestowed upon
his officers, and the third he reserved for himself,

Of these thres branches, or, ma they call them, Braecios
(arma), e composed his parliament, the form of which remains
the same to this day. The Braccio Militare is composed of
all ithe barops of the kingdoem, to) the number of two hundred
and fifty-one, who are still obliged to military service ; their
chief is the Prince Butero, who is hereditary president of the
parliament, for, in conformity to the genius of the fendal govern-
ment, some of the great offices are still hereditary. The three
archbishops, all the hishops, all the abhés, priors, and dignifled
clergy, amounting to near seventy, from the Braccio Ecclesias-
tico; Archbishop of Palermo is their chief. The Braccio
Demaniale is formed by election, like our Honse of Commons;
there are forty-three royal cities, styled Demaniale, that have &
right to elect members. Every householder had a vote in thin
election. Their chief is the member for Palermo, who is like-
wise prator,(or mayor) of the city. He is an officer of the
highest rank, and lus power is very extepsive, inferior only io
that of the viceroy, in whose absence the greater part of the
authority devolves upon him. He has a company of grenadiers
for his body-guard, and receives the title of excellency.

The praetor, together with six senators, who are styled
patricians, have the management of the civil government of
the city. He is appointed every year by the King, or by the
vicerpy, which is the same thing; for I don’t find that the
peoil: any longer exercise even the form of giving their votes,
o that the very shadow of liberty has now disappeared as
well as the substance. You may judge of the situation of
liberty in a kingdon, where all courts civil ;and criminal are
conferred only by the will of the sovereign, and depend
entirely upon his caprice.

1 own 1 feel most sincerely for the Sicilians, who, I think,
are posseased of many admirable qualities. But the spirit of
avery nation must iofallibly sink under an oppressive and
tyrannical government. Their spirit, however, has in a great
meadure kept them free from one branch of tyrammy, the moat
dreadful of all, that of the inquisition. The kings of Spain,
wanted to establish it in its full force : but the barons, accus-



248 TRAVELS IN

tomed to exercise deapotic government themmelves, could not
bear the thoughts ei?ohemming elaven to a set of ignorant
Bpanish priests: and, T believe, they took the only way that
was loft ¢0 svoid it. Every inquisitor that pretended fo more
seal than they thought became him, was immedintely nsaasi-
nated, particulsrly if he presumed to interefere with the con-
Jduct or mentimenta of the nobility. This soon took off the
edge of their zeal, and reduced the holy office to a becoming
moderation. However, they are extremely circamapect in
their conversation about religious matters, and geperally ad-
vise strangers to be on their guard, as the power of the inquisi~
tion although considerably reduced,is by no means annihilated.

The laws of Ricily are scattered im a great number of
volumes : these the King of Sardinia intended to abridge and
collect into one code, but unfortunately he wam not 1
enongh in possersion of the island to accomplish thie usefal
work. But where there ir an authority above all laws, laws
can be bat of little service.

The power of the viceroy i very absolute; he has not only
the commiand of ail the niilitary force in the kingdom, but
likewige prerides with unbounded authority fa all eivil triba-
nwle: and as he is also ipvested with the legantine power, hia
sway is equally great in religions matters.

He has the meht of nominatiog to all the great offices in
the kingdom. and eonfirming of all dignities, hoth civil and
ecclegiastical. .

En viziting the prisonz, o erremony which he performe with
great pomp twice a-vesr, he has the power of liberating
whatever prisomera he plenses, or reduciug or altering their
sontences, their crimes aud accusations having been first read
aver t0 him.  Tudeed, that there may b sume appearance of
a regard to law anl justice, his connsellor always attends him
on these occasions, to maurk vut the limits of the iaw. This
is an officer of very high rank, appointed to assist the viceroy
in his decisivng, where the ease may appear intricate or duli-
ous, upd always ia, or ought to be, one of the ablest lawyers in
the igland. For the mowt part, this office has been given to
strangers, who are snypused to have no kindred or particular
connexiony here, that in giving their jndgment they may be
free from all prejudice and partiality.  He has free admittanee
into wil eouris avd tribanals, that he mav be the better enabled
to give the vicerosy an aceount of their proceedings.

The whole military force of Sicily amounts at present, from
what ] ean learn, to 45(H) men, ebout 2000 of whom Bre ca-
valry. Many of their cities and fortressen wonld require a
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very numerous garrison to defend them, particularly Messina,
Syracuse, and Palermo; but indeed the stafe of their fortifi-
cations, as well as that of their artillery, is such, that even if
they were inclined they could make but a small defence.

If this island were in the hands of a naval power, I think
itis evident that it must command the whole Levant trade.
There are several little ports at each end of if, besides the
great ones of Trapani, Syracuse, and Messina, which lie pretty
near the three angles of the triangle. "Whatever ships had
yassed either of these, the others could be apprised of it in the

ce of haif an hour, by means of signal towers, which the
SElmlians have erected all around their island, to warn them
againet sudden invagions from the Barbary side. These towers
are boilt on every litfle promontory, within sight of each
other, Fires are always kept ready for lighting, and a person
ie appointed to wateh at each of them, so that the whole ia-
land can be alarmed, they assure us, in the space of an hour.

By the bye, we hme been witners here of o practice that
t{)peal'sn to be & very iniquitons omne, and in the end, I should

ink, must prove the destruction of our Mediterranean trade.
Several ships have putin at this port with Eaglish colours,
but, to our surprise, without one Englishmen on bozrd.
These, I find, they call bandiere men; perhaps it is a known
practice, although, I own, T was an utter stranger to if.
They are very numerous in these seas, and carry on a consi-
derable trade through the whole of the Mediterranean, to the
great detriment of onr own ships. Most of them belong to
Genoa and Sicily, though they pass under the name of Minor-

nina. They purchase Mediterranean passports, I am told,

m some of the governors of our garrisons, which entitle
them, during the term specified in these passports, to trade
under English colours. 1 am assured that the number of these
bandiete men amounts to some hundreds. They have often
one or two English sailors on board, or st least some persen
that spenks the language, fo answer when challenged. Pray
cxn vou tell me if this practice is known in 'England ?

Adien. The heat has become intolerahle, and I am able to
write no more.  However, I should not have given it up yet,
but my ireis all melted, and 1 have notthe conscience to send
out a servant for more. 1 dare say you are very glad of it,
and wish it had bheen melted long ago. IF this contmues,I
helieve we oureelvea =hall be melted. The thermometer is
ahove 52 degrees, and the Leat still seems to increase. The
sex Iz even become too hot for bathing, and it does not at all
refreah us pow s it did formerly. Farewell.
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EQUIPAGES OF THE NOBILITY.

Palermo, July 26.

WE have now got every thing ready for our departure, and, if
the wind continmes favourable, this ia probably the last letter
I shall write to you from Sicily. However, I had still & great
deal more to say, both of the Siciliana and their island, and
shall leave them, I assure you, with a good deal of regret.

The Sicilians atill retain some of the Spanish customs,
though nothing of their gravity or faciturnity. The younger
sons of the nobility are wiyled don by their christened names,
and the daughters donna, like our appellation of lord and lady
to the sons and daughters of dukes. The eldest son has com-
monly the title of count or marquis, hut they are not all
‘¢ounta as in France and Germany, where 1 have seen six counts
in'.one houee, and very near twice the number of barone in
ancther,

One of the most common titles here, as well ap at anlea,
is that of prince; and although these were unly created by
Philip I1. of Spain, they take rank of all the other nohility,
some of whom, particu{arly the countas, carrr their origin rs
far back as the time of the Normans, and look with great
contempt on these upstart princes.  The dukes and marquissea
are not so old : the firat were created by Uharles V., and the
second, thougl an inferivr title, by King Alphosso, in the

th century. So that the dignity of the Sicilian titles
mey be gaid to he in the inverse ratio of their antiquity.

The nxury of the people here, like that of the Neapolitaus,
conaista chiefly in their equipages and horeea; but by m wise
law of the King of Sardinin, which I am surprised should still
remain in force, the viceroy alone ia allowed to drive in the
city with six horses; the praetor, the archhishop, and president
of the parliament, with four; all the rest of the nohility are
restricted to two. But this is only within the gates of
Palermo; and when they go to the country, there ia none of
them that drive with less than four—besides, every family of
distinction har at lemat two or three carringes in daily uvee,
for no man of fashion ia so uwnpolite as to refase his wife a
charivt of her fown, of which she has the entire command
{without this the Marino could never subaiat), and the upper
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gervants of the first families woald be just as much ashamed
to be seen on foot as their masters. We took the liberty to
ridicule the folly of this practice; the{ allow of its absurdify,
and wish to breal through it; but who is to lead the way?
‘We even prevailed with some of the young mnobility, which I
asmure you was no small condescension, to walk the ntreefs
with us during the illuminations; but even this condescension
showed the folly of the prejudice in a stronger light than if
they had refused ua, for they would not be prevailed on to etir
out {ill they had sent their servants about ten yards hefore
them, with large wax flambeaux, aithough the whole city was
in a flame of light. You may believe we did not epare them
upon this occasion ; but it was all to uo purpose. However,
it is possible that we may overlook many customs of our own
that are not less ridiculous; for ridicule for the most part is
relative, and depends only on time and place. Perhaps you
may remember tﬁ: Prince of Anamaboo: I ehould like to hear
the account he would give of the English nation in his own
country, for some of our customs struck him in a still more
ridiculous light. Walking out in St. James’s Park in the after-
noon, he observed one of his acquaintance driving in a phaeton
with four horses. The prince burst into a violent fit of laugh~
ing, when they asked him what was the matter. * Vat the
devil,” said the prince in his bad English, “has that fellow
ate so much dinmer that now it takes four horses to carry him ?
1 rode out with him this moming, and he was then so light,
that van little horse ran awgy with him. He muat either be &
great fool or a great glutton.” Another time they ipsisted on
the prince going te the play. He went; but soon tired of it,
and returned to his companions. “ Well, prince,” said they,
“ what did you see?” “ Vat did I see!” replied he, with the
utmost contempt ; *“1 did ece some men piaying de fiddle, and
some men playing de fool.”

1 only infer from fhin that it is with some degree of cantion
we should ridicule the customs of other nations: a Sicilian,
perhaps, would laugh with as much jusfice, af many of our
castomz—that, for instance, of obliging people to drink when
they have no inclination te it—that in the north, of eating
Solan goese before dinmer to give fhem an appetite—that of
phg'sicians and lawyers wearing enormous wigs-—and many
others that will nafurally occur to you, none of which will
appear io the leaat ridiculous to the people that practise them,
who would po doubt defend them as strenuously as the Sici-
linns do the necessity of carrying fiambeaux before them
during the great illumination. Indeed, they have just now
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given us an admirable specimen of some of our ridicules, in
one of their opera dances, with which we have been a
deal entertained.

1 believe I told you that the dancers are lately come from
Engiland ; they have brought upon the stage many of the
capital London characters—the buacks, the macaronies, the
prige, the cits, and some others etiil more respectable: these
are well sapported, and afford a good deal of langhing. But
T am interrupted, otherwise T should give you a more particu-
lar account of them. Adien. The heat is intolerable, and
there ia no possibiliti; of walking out. ‘We complain without
reason of our own climate; and King Charlea's observation, T
am persuaded, was juet—* That there iz hardly any climate
where, thronghout the year, we can bave so much exercise in
the open air.®  Ever yours.
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ANCIENT SUPERSTITIONS—FEMALE BEAUTY.

Palermo, July 21.

TuE Bicilians are animated in conversation, and their action
for the most part is so just and expressive of their sentiments,
that without hearing what is said, one may comprehend the
subject of their discourse. "We used to think the French and
Neapolitans great adepts in this art, but they are much oat«
done by the Sicilians, both in the variety and justness of their
genticulntions.

The origin af thir custom they carry =o far back as the time
of the earlieat tyrants of Syracuse, who, to prevent con-
apiracies, had forbid their subjects, under the most severe
punalties, to he seen in parties talking together. This obliged
them to invent a methed of commanicating their sentiments
by dumb show, which they pretend has been transmitted from
generation fo generation ever since.

I think it is not at al! improbable that {hia custom, too, may
have given the first idea of comedy; as we find that, some
short time after, Epicarmus, a native of that city, was the
anthor of thia invention.

The Sicilians till lntely redgined o great many foolishk and
ruperstitions customs, but particularly in their marriage and
funeral ceremonies: it would be fedious to give you an ac-
count of ajl these ; some of them ave still practired in the wild
and mountainaus parte of the irland. As scon as the mar-
riage ceremony 18 performed, two of the attendants are ready
to cram a spoonful of honey into the mouths of the bride and
bridegroom, prounouncivg it emblematical of their love and
union, which they hope will ever continue as sweef to their
souls as the honey ig to their palates. They then begin to
throw hauvdfuls of wheat upon them, which s continued all
the way to the house of the bridegroom. This is probably the
remaing of some anciept rite to Ceres, their favourite divinity,
and they think it cannot fail of procuring them a numerous
progeny.

The young couple are not allowed fo taste of the marriage-
feast; this they pretend is to teach them patience and tem-
perance; tmt when dinper is finished, a great hone is pre-
sented to the bridegroom by the bride’s father, or one of her
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nearest relations, who pronounces these worde—* Rodi tu

osso, &c.~Pick you this bone, for you have now taken
in haud to pick one which you will find much harder, and of
more diffienlt digeation.” Perha]:s this may have given riee
to the common aaying, when one has underteken any thing ar-
duous or difficult, that “ He has got a bone to pick.”

The Sicilians, like most other nations in Europe, carefolly
avoid marrying in themonth of May, and look upon such mar-
riages as extremely inauspicions, This piece of superatition is as
old an the time of the Romans, perhaps older, by whose authors
it in frequently mentioned, and by whom it has been tranamitted
to almost every nation in Europe, 1t is somewhat unaccount-
able that eo ridiculoos en idea, which can have no foundation
in nature, should have stood ifts ground for o many ages.—
There are indeed other customs, ptill more trivial, that are not
ess universal. That of making April foola on the first day of
that month, the ceremony of the cake on Twelfth-night, and
some others that will occur to you, of which, any more than
of this, I have never been able to learn the origin.

The marriages of the Sicilian nohility are celebrated with
great magnificence, and the number of elegant carriages pro-
duced on theee occasions is astonishing. 1 wanted to discover
when this great luxary in carriages had taken ite rise, and
have found an account of the marriage of the daughter of one
of their viceroys to the Duke of Bivona, in the year 1551. It
is described by one Flenco, who was a apectator of the cere-
mony. He says, the ladies, as grell as gentlemen, were all
monnted on fine horses, sumptdously caparisoned, and pre-
ceded by pages; that there were only three carriages in the
city, which were used by tnvalids who were not able to ride
on homseback. These he calls carette, which word now wigni-
fies a little cart.

The Sicilian ladies marry very young, and frequently live to
see the fifth or sixth generation. You will expeet, no doubt,
that I should say something of their beauty. In general, they
are eprightly and agreeable; and in most part of Italy they
would be estecmed handsome. A Neapolitan or a Roman
would surely pronounce ihem so, but a Piedmontese would
declare them very ordinary—so, indeed, would most Englishe
men. Nothing is e0 vague as our idéae of femule beanty;
;heeiy_' :;hgnge in every climate, and the criterion is nowhere to

ound.

Ank where's the northt—at York 'tis on the Tweed,
In Bzolland at the Orcades, and there
At Kova Zembla, of no oot kiows whety,
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No two nations, perhaps no two men, have affixed precisel
the same characteriatics; and every one exalts his idea of it
according to the beauty of the women he is accustomed to
mee, 80 that even the same person may sometimes appear bean-
tiful, sometimes ugly, justin proportion a8 we have seen others
that are more or less po. I remember, after making the* tour
of Savoy and the Lower Valais, every woman we met in
Switzerland appeared an angel. The same thing happens in
travelling through some parts of Germany ; and you will easily
recollect the sarpriging difference betwixt a besuty at Milan
and one at Turin, although these places lie adjucent to each
other. Itisa pity that the Juno of Zeuxis has been lost, if it
WETe 10 more to have shown us the notion the ancienta
baotl of & perfect beauty, Indeed, the Venus of Medicis has
begren considered as & model of perfection, but it is eurely ab-
mr ned; for who ever heard of a perfect beauty of five feet
g wth; the very idea is ridiculous; and whatever figure her
¥ heldesship might make amongst the ancient divinities in the
Pagentheon at Rome, 1 am afraid she would cut but a sorry one
amthonget the modern ones in that of London. In short, I he-
lievoe we may safely conclude, that beauty is a relative qua-
lity 7 and the to kalox is no longer the same, no more in a phy-
gical p than in a moral sense, in any two places on the globe.
Thwe ladies here have remarkably fine hair, and they under-
standy how to drees and adorn it to the greatest advantage.
It in nhow only ured as an embellishment ; but in former times,
weo arep told, that, like that of Sampson, it was found to be the
strengith and protection of their country. There is a paradox
for yovy, that ail the wise men in the east could hardly solve.
Their ghistoriana relate (in whose reign, I believe, is rather
dubioujjs), that this city had suffered a long siege from the
Baraceyns, and was greatly reduced by famine; but, what dis-
‘tressedy them still more, there were no materials to be found
for makking bowstrings, and they were on the point of sur-
renderithe. Ia this dileroma, a patriotic dame stepped forth,
and pro d to the women that the whole of them should cut
off their\ hajr and twist it into bowstrings: this was immedi-
plied with. ‘The heroism of the women, you kmow,
must ever excite that of the men. The besieged, animated
this ghllant sacrifice of the fair, renewed their defence wi
such ¥igour, that the assailants were beaten off; and a rein-
forcefnent soon after arriving, the city waseaved. The ladies
till Value themeelves on this story, which you may believe
has not bheen forgotten by their bards. ¢ The hair of our
jadies,” saya one of their quaint poets, i wtill employed in




234 TRAVELS IK

the same office; but now it diecharges no other shafts but
fhme of Cupid, and the only cords it forms are the cords of
ove.”

The Siciliaon are much fonder of study than their neighbours
on the continent; and their education is moch more attended
to. We were a good deal surprised to find, that instead of
that frivolity and nothingness which s0 often copstitute the
conversation of the Italian nobility, here their delight was to
talk on subjects of literature, of history, of politics, bat chiefly
of poetry; for the other branches of knowledge and science
are ouly general, this is the only one that may be said to be
universsl. Every person, in some period of his life, is sure to
be inspired; and a lover is pever believed so long as he can,
gpeak of his passion in prose; and, contrary to our way 5.“0”
Teasoning, is only reckoned true in propurtion as he is poetier, =2
Thus, iuspiration, you see, has here become the test of truth,, no:

‘We were astonished, on our firat arrival at Palermo, to he -:n‘:i
vurseives addressed in English by some of the young nobilifth“
but still more 8o to find them intimately acquainted with mar )y
of our celebrated poets and philosophers—Milton, Shaks \
Dryden, Pope, Bacon, Bolingbroke we found in seve .p4)
libraries, not in the tranalation, but generally in the lyest
editione of the original. .

Our language, ndeed, has become so mach in vogue, ;' fhat
it ia now looked upon as no immaterial part of a polite ) edy-
cation: the vieeroy, the Marquis Fogliano, s man of  great
merit and humanity, has made some of our authors his faveeyrite
stady, and greatly encouragen the progrers it is making in his
kingdom. Many of the nobility apeak it a little, and sopme of
them even with euwse and fluency, although they heve, pever
been out of their island—the Marqnie Natali, the (younts
Riatela and Buschemi, the Duke of =t. Micheli, &¢., in iwhose
cotppany we have enjoved a grent deal of pleasure, and { whoae
knowledge and erudition ia the least part of their jpraise,
Adien, Yours, &c.
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THE OPERA AT PALERMO.

Palermo, July 28.

1 BaD ahnoet forgot to say any thing of the opera. It would
have been very ungrateful, for we have been much delighted
with it. The firat and second man are both admirable singers,
and I make no doubt you will have them in London in a few
years. Neither of them are ag yet known, and I dare say at
present they might be engaged for a very moderate price; but
in ltaly they will soon be taught to estimate their value. The
rame of the firat in Pacherotti; he is very young, and an entire
stranger in the musicul world ; yet I am persuaded, that after
he has been heard in the different theatres in Italy, be will be
esteemed one of their capital performers. His excellence is
the pathetic, at present too much neglected in most theatres;
and indeed, I think, he gives more expression to his cantabile
airs, and makes his hearers feel more, becanse he feels more
himeelf, than any that I have seen in Italy. He indeed ad-
dresses himself to the heart, while most of the modern per-
formers ging only to the faney.

‘The firet woman is Gabrieli, who is certain]y the greatest
ainger in the world ; and those that eing in the same theatre
with her, must be capital, otherwise they never canbe attended
to. This, indeed, hae been the fate of all the other performers
except Pacherottt; and he, too, gave himself up for lost on
hoaring her first performance. It happened to be an mir of
execution, exactly adapted to her voice, which she exerted in
#o astonishing & manoper, that before it was half done, poor
Pacherotti burst out a-crying, and rau in behind the scenes,
lementing that he had dared to appear on the same stage with
80 wonderful a singer, where hia small talefts must not only
he lost, but where he must ever be accused bf a presumption
which he hoped was foreign to his character.

It was with some difficulty they could prevail on him to
appear again; but from an appleuse well merited both from
hig talents and his modesty, he soon began to pluck up a little
courage, and in the singing of a tender air, addreamsed to Ga-
brieli in the charucter of a lover, even she herself, as well as
the andience, is said to have been moved.

Indeed, in these very pathetic pieces, I am surprised that
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the power of the music does not sometimes altogether over-
come the delusion of character; for when you are master of
the language, and allow the united power of the poetry, the
action, and the music to have its full foree on the mind, the
effect is wonderfully great. However, 1 bave never heard
that this happened completaly but once ; aund it was no less a
singer than Farinelli that produced it. He appeared in the
character of a young captive hero, and in a tender air was so-
ligiting mercy for his miatress and himself, of a stern and
cruel tyrant, who had made them his prisoners. The person
that acted the tyrapt was so perfectly overcome by the melt-~
ing straing of Farinelli, that instead of refusing his request as
he cught to have done, he entirely forgot his character, burst
into tears, and caught him in his arms.

The performance of Gabrielli is 80 geperally known and ad-
mired, that it is needless to say any thing to you on that sub-
ject. Her wonderful execution and volubility of voice have
ong beeu the admiration of [taly, and has even uvbliged them
{0 invent a new term to express it; and would she exert her-
self as much to please ay to astonish, she might almoeat per-
form the wonders that have heen ascribed to Orpheus and Ti-
motheus. But it happens, luckily perbaps for the repose of
mankind, that her caprice is, if posaible, even greater than her
telents, and has made her still more contemptible than these
have made her celebrated. By this meane, her character haa
often proved a sufficient antidote, both to the charms of her
voice and those of her person, which are indeed almost equally
powerful ; but if these had been united to the qualities of a
modest and au amiable micd, she muust have made dreadful
havoc in the world. However, with all her faulis, she is cer-
tainly the most dangerous syren of modern times, and has
made more conquests, 1 suppose, than any woman breathing,

It ie but justice to add, that contrary to the generality of
her profession, she is by no means selfish or mercenary, but, on
the contrary, has given many singular proofs of generouity and
disinteresteduess. She is very rich, from the bounty, it is su)-
posed, of the lart emperor, who wus fond of having her at
Vienna; but she was at last banished that city, as she has
lTikewise been mowt of those iu Italy, fram the broils and squab-
bles that her intriguing spirit, perhaps still more than her
beauty, had excited. There are a great many anecdotes con-
cerning her, that would not make an unentertaining volume ;
and, 1 emjtold, either are or will soon be published.

Although she is considerably upwards of thirty, on the utage
she scarcely appears to be eighteen ; and this art of appearing
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young is noné of the moat contemptible that she podachess.
‘When she is in good humour, and really chooses to exert her-
self, there is nothing in music that I bave ever heard to be
compared toher performance ; for she sings to the heart as well
as fancy when she pleases, and then she commandw every
passion with unbounded sway. Bui she is seldom capable of
exerciging these wonderful powers; and her caprice and her -
talente, exerting themselves by turns, have given her all her
life the singunlar fate of becoming alternately an object of ad-
miration and of contempt.

Her powers in acting and reciting are scarcely inferior to
those of ber singing ; sometimes, a few words in the recitative,
with a simple accompaniment only, produces an effect that I
have never been sensible of from any other performer ; and in-
clineg me to believe what Rousseau advances on this branch
of music, which, with us, is g0 much despised. She owes
much of her merit to the instructions she received from Me-
tagtasio, dpnrta’cular!y in acting and reciting: and he allows
that she does more justice to Lis operas than any other actress
that ever attempted them.

Her caprice is eo fixed and 8o atubborn, that neither interest,
nor flattery, nor threats, nor punishments, have the least
power over it; and if appears, that treating her with respect
or contempt have an equal tendency to increase it.

It is seldom thaf she condescends to exert {hese wonderfu}
falents, least of all if she imagines that such an exertion is ex~
pected.. And instead of singing her airs as other actresses do,
for the most paittshe.aply hums them over, ¢ mezza vece ; and
no art whatever i3 capayble of making her sing, when she does
not choose it. 1 , .

The most successful. expedient that has ever been found is
to prevail on her favowrite lover—for she always has one—to
place himself in the ce ntre of the pit, or the front box; and if
they are in good terms whick ia seldom the case, she will ad-
dress her tender airs to} him, and exert herself to the uitmost.
Her present inamorata \promised to give ve this specimen of
his power over her; hej took his place secordingly ; but Ga-
brielli, probably suspectyng the comnivance, would take no
notice of him, so that evien this expedient does not always
succeed. . ) R

The viceroy, who ie foul] of music, has tried every method
with her to no purpose, Sgpme time ago, he gave a greaf din-
ner to the prineipal nobility of Palermo, and eent an invitation
to Gabrielli to be of the party. Every other person arrived at
the hour of invitation, The ¥iceroy ordered dinner to be kept
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back, and sent to let her know thet the company waited ber.
The messenger found her readiog in bed: she szid she wae
aorry for having made the company waitf, and begged he
would make her apology, but really that she liad entirely for-
got her engagement.

The viceroy would huve forgiven this piece of insulence,
but, when the company came to the opera, Gabrielli repeated
her part with the most perfect indifference, and sang sll ber
airs in what they call sotte vore, that is, so low that they can
rearcely be heard.  The viceroy was ufiended ; but as he ie a
good-tempered man, he was leath to make use of authority ;
but at last, by a perseverance in this insolent stupbcruness,
she obliged him to threaten lier with punishment in case she
any lopger refused lo sing. !

On this she grew more obstinate thau ever, declared that
forre apd authority should pever succeed with her; that he
might make her ery, but that he vever could make her sing.
The viceroy then sent ber to prisen, where (ghe remeined
twelve days, during which time she gave mn?;fniﬁcent enter-
tainments every day, paid the debts of all the 'poor prisoners,
and distributed large sams i charity. ‘Tie viceroy was
obiiged to give wup straggling with her, and/ sbe was at loast
set af liberty amidst the aeclamations of the poor. Luckily
for us, she is at present in good bumour, andl sometimes exerts
herself 1o the utmost of her power. ¢

She says she has several times been bn forms with the
mepagery of our opery, but thivks she -Shall never be able to
pluck up resolution envugh to go to Erirland, Wit do you
think is her reason > It is by uo meat {s a bad cue. =he Bays
ghe cannot command her eaprice, but "that fur the most part it
commands her; and that there she cowld have no opportunity
of iudulging it: for, says she, were I tof tuke it into wy head
Dot to sing, L am told the poople theref would certainiy mob
me, &nd perhaps break my bones; voww, T like to sleep in a
sound eiin, although it should every Le in o prison. She
alleges, too, that it is not always eafyrice that preveuts her
from singing, but that it often depentia upon physical causes
and this, indeed, [ can rendily believe, for that wonderful
flexibility of veice that runs with spch rapidity and neatness
through the most minute divisioas, and produces almoet in-
stantaneously ro great a variety off wodulation, must surely
depend on the very nicest tone of fhe fibres.  And if these are
in the smallest degree relaxed, of their elasticity diminished,
how 4 it possible that their cou‘z-nctions and expansions emn
#0 readily obey the will as to ‘produce these effects? The
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opening of the glottis, which forms the voice, is extremely
pmall, and in every variety of tone its diameter must suffer a
sensible change ; for the same diameter must ever produce the
same tone. So wonderfully minute are its contractions and
dilatations, that Dr. Keill, I thiok, compufes that in some
voices its opening—not more than the tenth of an inch—is
divided into upwaords of twelve hundred parts, the different
sound of every one of which is perceplible ty an exact eor.
Now, what a nice tension of filires must this require ! I should
imagine even the most minute change iu {he air mast cause a
sensilde difference, and that in our foggy climate the fibres
wonld be in dunger of losing this wonder{ul sensibility, or at
least that they wonld very often be put out of tune. 1t is not
the same case with an ordinary voice, whera the wgriety of
divisions run through, and the volubility with which they are
execnted, bear no proportion to those of a Gabrieli.

One of the ballets of our opera is a representation of Vaux-
hall gardens, and this is the third time [ bave scen Vauxhall
brought upon the Italinn theatre—at Turin, at Naples, and
bere. The gardens are well represenfed, aud the idea must
have been given by some person that had been on the spot, A
variety of good Eoglish fignres ave bronght in; soma with
large frizzled wigs, sticking half a yard ont behind their necks
some with Hitle cut scratchos, that look extrenwely ridiculous.
Some come in cracking their whips, with buckskin breeches
and jockey capa. Home are armed with great oaken sticks,
their hair tied up in encrimous elubs, wud stocks that gwell
their necka to double the natural size. But what affords the
prineipal pavt of the enterfainment, is three Quakers, who are
duped Ly three ladirs of the town in concert with three jack
tars, their lovers. These chiaracters, as von may helieve, are
much exaggerated, though, upon the wholw, they are supported
with homour, and have afforded us a good deal of lavghing.
However, we were hurt to aee the respectable character of
Quakers turned into such ridicnle, amd as the people here
were altogether unacinainted with it, we have been at some
pains to explain to them the simplicity and parity of their
manners, and the incorruptilile tntegrity of their principles.

Although the Riciliana 1o general are a good evrt of people
and seem to be endowed with & arge share of philanthropy
and urbanity, yet it must be owned they have no great affec-
tion for their weighbours ou the continent; and, indeed, the
dislike is altogother reciprocal. M iz somewhat singular—I am
afraid not mach for the honour of human nature—that through

L
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all Eorope the two neighbouring nations Lave a perpefusl jarr-
ing with each other. 1 could heartily wish that we had been
an exception from this rule, but I am sorry to see, from our
newspapers, which are sent to the nobilily of this city, that
at present we are rather the most distinguished for it ; at least
our apimosities, if there really are any, make by much the
greatest notse of all.  Welave often been nsked by foreignera
what was the ground of themighty quarrel that such torrents
of the moxt illiberal abuse have been poured out by a peeple
5o celebrated for liberality of senfiment; and it is with
difficulty we can persuade them, that although from the pa-
pers this sometunea appears to be the voice of the nation,
vetin fact it iy only confined fo a set of the moat worthless
and despicable incendiaties—like him who set the house in a
flame, dh purpose to pilfer doring the conflagration. But the
abuse that iz levelled at the king surpriges them more than all
the rest ; and yon cannot conceive their amazement and indig-
nation, when we araured them that, notwithstanding all this,
be was the moest virtoous and benevolent prince on earth.
* Then,” exclaimed a Sicilian nobleman, ¢ you must certainly
be the most detestable people on the globe.” [ wasa good
deal struck with the suddenness of the charge, and it way not
without many explapations of the liberty of cur constitution,
end particularly that of the press, that 1 conld prevail with
him to retract hiv sentiments and think more favourably of us,
Still he insisted, that so egregious an abuse of this liberty was
only a farther proof of lLis positign; and that there muet be
sometbing essentially wrong in a nation that could allow of
such an abuse levelled at the most sacred of all characters=
the bighest virtue nnited to the highest station.  We assured
him that what he heard was only the voice of the most aban-
doned and profligate wretches in the nation, who taking ad-
vanlage of the great freedom of the preas, had often made these
newspapers the velicles nf (he most detestabie sedition; that
both the king and yueen were beloved by all their subjects, at
Yeust by all these of wertl ; that hey never were gpoken of but
as the most porfiet models of conjueal union and happiness, a8
well wa of every ancial endowment; and that they could have
i cnemies bat the epemivs of virtye,

Hawever, after all, we eould uot hut pateh up o pence with
him. He could not eomprebend, be said, how the voice of a
few iucendiavies skould be louder than the geversl voice of
the natiou.  We told him, thgt people who were pleased com-
monty held their tongue, and that sedition and libel ever made
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a greaster noise than panegyric—just as the fire-bell is rung
louder and is more listened to than the bell of rejoicing.

Adieu, Our pilot says the wind is not fair, so thst possibly
we may still stay a day or twolonger. Ever yours.

NATURAL PRODUCTIONS OF SICILY.

Palermo July 26.

WERx I to enter upon the natural history of this island, it
would lead me into a vast field of speculation, for which 1 nei-
ther have time nor abilities: however, a variety of objects struck
ue a8 we travelled along that it may not 'be amiss to give you
some little aceount of. There are a variety of mineral waters,
almost through the whole of Sicily. Many of these are boiling
hot ; others, still more eingular, are of adegree of cold supe-
rior to that of ice, and yet never freeze.

In several places they have fountains that throw up a kind
of oil on their surface, which is of great use to the peasants,
who burn it in their lamps, and use it for many other purposes ;
but there i3 a still more remarkable one near Nicosia, which
is called H Fonte Canalotlo. 1i ia covered with a thick scum
of a kind of pitch, which, amongst the country people, is ea-
teemed a sovereign remedy in rheumatic and many other com-

laints.
P The water of a small lake near Naro is celebrated for dye-
ing black every thing that is put into it; aud this it is said to
perform without the mixture of any other ingredient, although
the water itself is remarkably pure aond teansparent.

They have a variety of sulphurcus baths, like those near
Naples, where the patient is thrown into a profuse sweat only
from the heat of the vapour. The most celébrated are those
of Sciaccia, and on the mountain of St. Cologero; not in the
neighbourhood of Atna, as [ expected, but at o great distance
from the mounfain. But, indeed, I am much inclined to be-
lieve, that nat only Mount Fitna, but the greatest part of Sicily,
and aimest the whole of the circumjacent islands, have been
originally formed by subterranegpus fire; but I shall have an
opportunity of speaking more largely on this subject when I
give you an eccount of the country round Naples.

-Y have observed lava, pumice, and tufa, in many parts of
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Sicily, at a great distance from Atna; and there ave w variely
th of mountains and valleys that etill emit a hot vapour, and
springs of boiling water.

About 2 mile and a half to the west of this city, at a smail
beach where we often go a-swimming, there are many springs
of warn water, that rigse even within the sea at the depth of
five or six feet. . We were at firata good den! sorprised te find
ourselves almost instantaneously bothin the ot and cold bath;
for at vpe gtroke we commonly passed through the Lot water,
which only extends for a few feet round the spring. It gave
us a momentary glow, and prodaced a very odd, uncouth sen-
sation, by v means an agreeable one. 1 mentioned this sin-
gularity to several gentlemen here, whoe tell me they have ob-
perved the see thing.

Not a great way from this is a celebrated fountajn, called
&I Mar Dalee, where there are some remains of an ancient
asumachia; and in the mouatain shove it they show you a
cavern where a gigantic :keletun ix waid to have been found ;
however, it fell to dust when 1hey attempted tu remove it:
Fazzello says, its teeth were the only part that resisted the
impression of the air; that he procured 1wo of them, and
that they weighed near two vunces. There are many such
stories to be met with in the =icilian legends, as it seems to
be a universal belief that this islund wus voce inhabited by
giants; but althongh we have made diligent jinquiry, we have
never yet been able to procure u sight of uny of these gigantic
bopes, which are swd tu be still preserved in many partu of
the islaud. Ilad there been any fonndation for this, 1 think it
ie probable they must have found their way intv svme of the
museums ; but this i3 vt the case ; nor, indeed, have we met
with any person of scase aud credibility that could say they
had scen any of thenm. We had been asanred at Naples that
an entire skeleton, upwards of ten fect Ligh, was preserved in
the museum of Palermo: but there is vo such thivg there,
nor, I believe, any where clae in the islaud.  This museum is
well furpished Loth with aotiques and articles of patural
history, but is not superior to what we have seen in many
other places.

The number of souls in Palermo is computed at about
a0y, Those of the whole islund, by the last numeration,
amounted to 1,123,163; of which number there are ghout
50,000 that belong to the different monasteries and religious
orders. The number of housds is computed at 26,120, which
gives betwixt five and mix to a house.

The great atanding commodity of Sicily, which has ever
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constituted the riches of the island, was their cropa of wheat ;
but they coltivate many otber branches of commerce, though
none that could bear any proportion to this, were it under a
free government, and exportation allowed. Their method of

reserving their grain will appear somewhat singular to onr
armers @ instead of exposing it, as we do, to the o air,
they are at the greatest pains fo exclude it entirely from it.
In many places, where the soil is dry, particularly near
Agrigentum, they have dug large pits or caverns in the rock.
These open by a small hole at top, and awell to a great width
below; here they pour down their grain, after it has been
made exceedingly dry; and, ramming it hard, they cover u
the hole to protect it from rain; and they assure us it wi
preserve in this mapner for many years.

The sede is a ptant that is much cultivated, and turns out to
consiivrable acconnt. This is the vegetable that, by the ac-
tion of fire, is afrerwards converted into mirrors and crystals.
Great ¢mantities of it are sent every year to supply the glass-
Tonge ot Venice.  They have likewise a considerable trade in
lisjuorice, rice, figs, ruising, and currants, the best of which
grow amongst {he extinguished voleanoes of the Lipari Islands.
Their heney is, I think, the highesf favoured I have ever seen;
in some parts of the island even superior to that of Minorea:
this i3 owing, uo doubt, to the quantity of aromatic planis
with which this beaulilol country is cvery where overspread,
This huaey s gathered three months in the year—July, Angust,
and October. It is found by the pensants in the hollows of
trees and rocks, and is vsteemed of a superior quality fo that
produced under the tvranny of nian,  The country of the Lesser
Hyhia is still, ss formevly, the part of the island that is most
celebrated for houey. The {‘'ount Statela made ue a present
of some of it, gathered on s brother the Prince Spaceaforno’s
entate, whicl lies near the ruins of that city.

mogar is now no article of the Ricilisn commerce, thongh &
small quantity of it iz still manutactured for home comsump-
tiom: but the pluntations of the sugar-cane, I am told, thrive
swell in several partz of the island.

The juice of Tiyuerice is prepared both here and in Calabria,
and is seut to the northern countries of Europe, where it is
used for colds,  The juice iz squeesed ont of the roots, after
which it is builed to a consisteney, and formed into cakes,
which are pncked np with bay leaves in the same order that
we receive then.

In some of the northern parts of the island, I am told, they
find the shell-fieh that produces a kind of flax, of which gloves
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and stockings are made; but these, too, zre found in greater
quentities in Calahria.

Their plantations of oranges, lemona, hergamots, almonds,
&c., produce no inconsiderable branch of commerce, The pis-
tachio-nut, too, is mueh cultivated in many parts of the island,
and with great snccess. These trees, like many others, are
male and female; the male is calied scoranbecee, and is always
barren; but unless a quastity of these are mixed in every plan-
tation, the pistachio-tree never bearsa nut. Butof all the va-
riety that ia coltivated in Sicily, the manna-tree is esteemed
the mont profitable ; it resembles the ash, and is, I believe, of
that species. About the beginning of Auguast, during the sea-
son of the greatest heat, they make an incision in the bark,
near to the root of the tree; a thick whitish liquor is immedi-
ately discharged from the wound, which scon hardens in the
aun, when it 13 carefully taken off and gathered into boxes.
They renew these incisions every day during the meason, ob-
serving however, only to wound one side of the tree; the
other side they reserve for the summer following.

The cantharides-fly is a Sicilian commodity ; it is foand on
several trees of Etnu, whose juice is supposed {c have a cor-
rosive or abstersive quality, particularly the pine and the fig-
tree; and I am told the cantbarides of Mount Etnn are
reckouned preferable to those of Spain.

The merbles of Sicily would afford a great source of opulence,
were there any encourngement to work the Guarries: of these
they have an infinite variety, and of the finvst sorts. 1 have
eeen some of them little inferior to the ginll’ and verd antique,
that is now an precious. The heauntiful yellow columns yon
nmnst have observed in the royal chapel of Casserto are of the
finest kind, They have likewise some that very much resem-
ble lapia lazuli and porphyry.

At Centorbi they find a kind of woft stone that dissolves in
water, and ir nsed in washing ipstead of soap, from which
property it ia called pietra sapenara. They likewise find here,
as well as in ('alabrin, the celebrated stone, which, upon being
watered and exposed to a pretty violent degree of heat, pro-
duces a plentiful degree of mushrooms. But it would be end-
lese to give you an account of all the various commodities and
curious praductions of this island; Alna alone affords a
greater number than many of the most extensive kingdoms,
and in no less an epitome of the whole earth in itw roil and
climate, than in the variety of its productions, Desides the
corn, the wine, the oil, the silk, the spice, and delicious fruits
of its lower region—the beautiful forests, the focks, the game,



MICILY AND MALTA, 247

the tar, the cork, the honey, of its second—the snow and ice
of its third—it affords from its caverns a variety of mineral
and other productions—cinnabar, mercury, sulphur, alum,
nitre, and vitriol ; o that {his wounderful mountain at the
same time produces every necessary and every luxury of life.

Ttu firat region covers their tables with all the delicacies
that the earth produces; its second supplies them with game,
cheese, butter, honey, and not only furnishes wood of every
kind for building their ships and houses, but likewise an
imexhanstible store of excetlent fuel; and as the third region,
with ita ice and snow, keeps them fresh and cool during the
heat of summer, so this contributes equally to keep them warm
and comfortable during the cold of winter.

Thus you see the variety of climates is not confined to
Atna itself; but, in obedience to the voice of man, descends
from that mountain, and, mingling the violence of their ex-
tremes, diffuses the most benign influences all over the island,
tempering each other to moderation, and softening the rigours
of every season.

We are not then to be surprised at the obstinate attachment
of the peeple to this mountain, and thut all his terrors have
not been able to drive them away from him; for, although he
sometimes chastizes, vet, like an indulgent parent, he mixes
sach blessings along with his chastisements that their affec-
tions cau never be estranged ; for at the same fime that he
threatens with a rod of iron, he pours down upon them all the
blessings of the age of gold.

Adien. We are now goiog to pay our respeets to fhe viee-
Toy, and make our furewell visits. 'fhis ceremony never fails
to throw a damp on my epirits; but T have seldom found it
e0 strong as at present, there being little or no probability
that we shall ever see again o number of worthy people we
are just now going to take leave of, or that we shall ever
have it in our power to make any return for the many eivili-
ties we have received from thom.

Farewell, 'The wind, we are told, is fair, and I shall pro-
bably be the bearer of this te the continent, from whence you
may soon expect to hear from me.
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our travels. A man musthave a miserable imagination indeed,
that can be in sclitude whilst he has such friends to converse
with; the consideration of it soon removes the mountzing and
seas that separate us, and produces those eympathetic feelinge,
which are the only equivalent for the real absence of a friend :
for I never sit down to write but 1 see you placed on the oppo-
site side of the fable, and suppose that we are just talking
over the fransactions of the day. And without your presence
to animate me, how is it possible that I could have had pa-
tience to write these enormous epistles?  Adiew. We are
soon going to make soma excursions through the kingdom of
Naplew, and if they produce avy thing worthy of your obser-
vation, we must heg that vou will still submit to be one of
the party. Tever am, most sincerely and affectionately yours,

Par. BRYDONE.

]
=]
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RETI'RN TO NAPLES—CONCLUSION.

Naples, dugust 1.

AFTER two days' delightful sailing, we have again arrived in
this city, where, to our iufinite Jov, we have found all the
worthy friends we had left behind us.  This indeed was ne-
cessary fo wipe out the impressiona which the leaving of Si-
cily bad occumoned. We sl =<hil remain here at least for
three mouths, il the season of the wmaferie i cntirely over,
You Lknow tie dauger of travelling throwgh the Campania
during that scavon: awd, althongh thix s lovked upon by
maay o our learned doctorsasg o vuluar ereor, we certainly
shall not submif curselves to the experiment.

We projrse to pass the winter ot Rome, where e shall
provably God oecapadion cnough [or four or five months,
Frow thepee by Loeretto, Bologna, &e., te Vewiew, the old
beaten frack.  We shall thea Jenve the parched fivlds of Ttaly,
for the delightful cool wountaines: of ¥witzerland, where liberty
and simplicity, Jong since banisded from polished nations, stiil
flourish in their oricieal purity—where the temperature and
moderaggon of the climate wnd that of the iubabitants are ma-
tualiv emblanatival of eaclother, Fory wlilst other nations
are seorchied b e heat of the sun, aud the still wore scorch-
g heuts of taranny and superstition, here the geuial breezes
for ever fan the air, and heighten that aluerity aud joy which
liberty and iwmocence alone can inspire: here the genial fow
of the soul has never vet been checked by the idle and useless
refnements of art, Lut apuens aud expauds itself to all the calls
of affection and benevoelenee. Bat T st atop. You kuow
wmy old attacherent io fhat primitive couniry, Tt never fuils to
Tun away with me. We propose, then, o make this the seene
of pur sunnner pleas.res ; and by thot time, 1 can furesee, we
shall e lwartily tired of art, and shall begin again to langnish
after edaee,  Btis she adone that can give any real or lasting
plessare, and e all our purssits of happiness, if she is wot our
guide, we never can atlain our end.

Adieu, my dear (riend,  You have been our faithful com-
yauion during this toor, and have aot contributed a little to
e leagure.  1F it bas afforded equal entertainment to you,
we shall beg of you still to accompany us through the rest of




SICILY AND MALTA, 24%

our travels, A man musthave a miserable imagination indeed,
that can be in solitude whilst he hag such friends to converse
with; the consideration of it soon removes the mountains and
sear that separate us, and produces those sympathetic feelings,
which are the only equivalent for the real ahsence of a friend :
for I never git down to write but I see you placed on the oppo-
site mide of the table, and suppose that we are just talking
over the transactions of the day. And without your presence
to animate me, Low is it possible that I conld have had pa-
tience to write these enormous epistles?  Adien. We are
goon going to malie some excursions through the kingdom of
Naples, and if they prodnce any thing worlhy of your obser-
vation, we must beg that yon will still submit to be one of
the party. Iever am, most sincerely and affectionately yours,

Pi1. BRYDONE.



APPENDIX.

MOUNT ETNA.

ONE of the latest accounts which have been given of ap ascent
of Mount Atoa, ig that of Sidney L. Johnson a gentleman fill-
ing the situation of teacker on board one of the vessels of the
United States’ equadron in the Mediterranean. The year in
which it was made, we should suppose to have been 1834 or
1835, The foilowing is Mr. Johpson's account, slightly
abridged, and it may be compared with that given by Mr.
Brydone :—

“ A §fiih to ascend Mount Ftoa was at first the chief mo-
tive of our visit to (atania; but before our departure, our
hopes of reaching the summit were somewhat dimioished,
Since the snow fell, several parties had attempted it, but all
without success. We often gazed upon it from our sLips in
the harbour of Syracuse, where it presented the gingular ap-
pearance of a perfect cone of saow of astounding size, to
whoee dazzling whiteness, the vertex, tipped with black and
tufted with a graceful plume of emoke, afforded the only
relief. From the more commanding heights of Epipola, we
could trace the eides lower down: the skirts of the snow
were dappled with the naked patches of dark rock, then dis-
appeared, and the broad green base presented a cheerful con-
trust to the cold and glittering summit.

“ Our arrangements were made forriding npas far ae Nicalosi,
on the 22d of February. Abbate,” our landlord, had provided
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every necessary refreshment; and with a due supply of extra
clothing, we mounted, and were in motion by four . Oar
party conaisted of four, and was guided to the resting-place .
for the night by our humeorous and obliging host. A few steps
brought us from the hotel in the Corso to the Strada FEtnea.
These are the two fineat streets of Catania, the former stretch-
ing from the sea to the west, quite through the city; the lat-
fer catting it at right angles, and runping towards the moun~
tain from which it is named. As we turned the corper inte
this street, it seemed to extend nearly the wlhole of the route
which we were to take, that is, to a distance of forty miles,
and with a continuous ascent, to the elevation of ten thonsand
feet.

“ Zallying from the city, by a cottage delightfally situated at
the extremity of the atrect, we followed, for the first six miles,
the new and excellent carriage-road leading to Messina, We
passed through a toll-gate, and it struck me as the first T had
seen out of my own country. Two or three villages skirted
the first part of the way with houses, and thes@i’ith the
fields and vineyards, evinced & more thriving and happy popu-
lation than we had noticed elsewliere in Sicily. Abbate told us
we were pagsing over the port of Ulysses. It had been com-
pletely filled up by lava at an unknown peried; that of Ca-
tania, on the other hand, owes its formation to the eruption of
1669. We dismounfed, and went a short distance from the
road, to see an extinct crater.  If must he a very ancient one;
it presented the ﬁppearance of an irregular Lowl, not more
than two rods in diameter at the brirs, and with a small jag-
ged orifice at the bottom; stones were dropped into this, and
the sounds indicated ffequent cellisisn with the sides of the
cavity, and but a trifling perpendicular descent.

& Ahout six o’clock we reached the city of Nicolosi, after an
up-hilk ride of twelve miles; and in an ing ut this place we
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stayed during the night. Between two aud three o'clogk in
the morning, the faitiful Abbate aroused us with the newn
that every thing was favourable, and the night was clear and
calm, and that a bright moon would aid ue in riding over the
lroken lava. In midwinter it is all important to regard the
stute of the weather in ascending Fina, A ligh wind and
drifting clouds of snow render the attempt always futile, and
dangerous. Having partaken of an exeellent eup of hot cof-
foe, rud bundled ourselves well with coats and cloaks, caps
and moecasins, we mounted, and by hall-past three our muley
woere moeving slowly to the hearty thwacks apon their hides
from the maletesrs cudgels.  T'wo guides accompanied as, to
enable any of the party to return, if necessary, without fros-
{rating the reat. Iy the light of the moon woe could sec that
var road wag over dark scotia, or fragmoents of lava. Oun
entering the Boseo, or wooded region, small patehes of snow
Began to appest, waich ragidly increased in number and ex-
tent until they formed one continuvur sheet,  Our mules were
soon fi lering 1o it, and at kix o'cluck we were forced to
dismoun®® The themmonntor stond at ¥8 degrees, [alf an
hour's walk on the erast of the snow brought us to the soli-
iary hut called the fcasn dell neve,  The smoke was issuing
i volumea throvgh the deor and namerous apertureg in the
roof. A peasant from Nicokwi had kindled a tire before our
arrival.

“We stopped but o fow moments outside the ‘easa della
neve,' for the smake ilre(-ludvfl our entering it, and we did not
wish to breakfu-t: so. throwing off our cloaks, with a roll of
bread in gur pockets, und moere substantial fare iu the koap-
sacke of cur guides, we ndvanesd, and sullyinge from the Bosco,
gaw the s, then apparently about kall an hour Ligh.  The
thermometer at the ‘casn della neve’ was ut 27 degrees, but it
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rose, from the effect of the mun as we ascended, to above 32
degrees,

¢ Between nine and ten o’clock, Dr. H. was obliged to return
with one of the guides: with the other we proceeded until we
reached a stone pile of a pyramidal form, distant oae hour and
a quarter from a place called the English house, which the
guide now descried before us. The agcent was here peculiarly
laborious. A hard end slippery crust in the snow, together
with the acclivity of the mountain, obliged us to turn our feet
outward and stamp firmly with the nner edge of the sule of
our boots, in order to make some footing ; this was excessively
puinful, particnlarly to the ankle joints: in some places, on the
other hand, the snow was soft, and lifting the foot from its
deep bed to take nnother step was the most trying part of the
labour; it was a pain caused by this which had exhaosted the
doctor. We halted to reat cur limbs and te enjoy the pros-
pect, which was increasing in grandeur with cvery step.—
Several timer we threw ourselves at full length on the snow,
and felt in all its luxury that exquisite sensation of plgure
which attends the rapid recovery of the body from the ‘ﬂﬁ?gue
of intense excrtion. We rose aboye the level of Mount Ag-
nola, which we left to the right, and af fen minutes before
noon we reached the Inglish houge, which was 8o buried in
gnow that we could not enter it, although we ohtained the
Leys for that purpose.

“ We here snw ourselves far ahove points, which, when wae
issued from the Bosco, appearad but little below the summit.
The side of the musutain is covered with conical proteber-
ances, whose holluw tops prove them to be the craters or vents
of some previous craptions. The snow was broken, in some
few places, by black jutting rocks of lava. Ourguides pointed
out meveral -wolf tracks, and one of a hare. At a quarter
past twelve, we started to ascend the core, between which
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and the English house was a space nearly level; on the other
side of it, the snow which we had seen sprinkled with ashes
some fime before, now became dirty, socon black; and after
anscending the cone n little way, was succeeded by loose atones
and cinders. From these, a hot, selphurous, suffocating vapour
was sfeaming ; our feet aoon felt the change, and from being,
very cold became very warm. The ascent was steep, and pe-
culiarly difficult, from tbe loose stones and cinders yielding
under the feet; the vapour, moreover, wae so dense that we
could see but a short distance. The wind was from the north-
east, and by moving a little in that direction, we were par~
tially relieved from the fules. We were infinitely relieved,
soon after, by seeing the desired poiot buf a shorf distance
nbove us. Auother struggle, and we were on the summit of
Mount Etna, at half-past one o’clock on the 23rd of Febraary.
My fatigue vanished. I felt a glow of satisfaction from the
gimple attainment of my object, before I had time to look
around for any other reward.

« g crater first attracted my attention ; we stood on a point
to the north and east of it, in the beat situation to view it, ag
the wind was northetly, and carried away from us the clouds
of vapour, I8 form ia very much altered within a few years
by the ejection of scoriee and other matter; and the highest
peint of the movntain, where we then stood, occupies the
centre of the old crater.  Volwmes of steam, smoke, and ashes,
were conatantly pouring [orth from the chasm ; thie eye sought
in vain to fathom ita depth, and the Jast sound of the fragmenta
of lava thrown down indicated that they were etill in motion
towards their former bed of firc. There was no flame visible,
but the vapour and the ground on which we siood were very
hot, although the air was w0 cold that the thermometer held in
it, breast high, munk to a little below 22 degrees Fahrenbeit.
The vapour was atropgly impregnated with sulphur, sod fice
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crystals of the same costed the fragments of lava and other
voleanic subatances where we stood. The whole surface of
the cone consiated of these loose and crumbling materials, and
gases scemed to issue from every part, an if the whole were
porous. 'We picked up several specimens for our guide to
bring down.

“ But our eyes were wandering from these more immediate
observations to the maguificent panorama which the isolated
situation of the peak renders peculiarly grand and entire. On
every side, except in the direction of Italy; the view was
bounded by sea and sky, The base of Htna floated in the
lower hemisphere ; but ifs apex soared far into the regions of
thie upper, and on it one might almost fancy the heavens
nearer than the earth, and wish to atart from such vantage
ground on his flight to another world. Sicily was reduced to
a map which we could study far beneath ues. Almost under
our feet lay Catania, and the villages which sprinkled the
mountain’s base. Farther off fo the south, Augusta and Mag-
nesia jutted out into the sea, and beyond were distindﬁ geen
Ortygia and Plemmyrium, and the black specks in the beaunti-
ful round basin of Syracuse we knew to be the ships of our
squadron. The eye wandered on to Cape Passaro, and follow-
ing the course of Hoeax’s fieet by the Geloan fields and Agri~
gentum, rested on the blue sea beyond Lilybeum and Mount
Eryx.

« Unfortunately we had left behind us our ship telescope, and
the small one which was politely lent us by Signor Gemmel-
1a10, would bardly compensate for longer atay in the freezing
air and burning cinders of the ¢ Sommo Cratere.'

#« A few minutes befors two, we began our descent. The
Philosopher's Tower was pointed out on the left hand of the
English house; tradition says that it was built by Empe-
docles, and thence received its present name. Al a quarter
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past two P, 3. we were at the English houee. An immense
ricli-looking cloud, of a wwhitish colour, lay far below us,
floating like a canvpy over Catania and ifs plain: it seemed to
have gathered while we were busy in our observations on
the crater or more distant ohjects, or rather to Liave hecome
developed in fhe atmusphere almost justantaneously.  Stop-
ping a few minafes to enjoy this novel and magnificent sight,
we desceuded tu the easa deila neve’ in less than an hour,
over what had cost ud «ix of the most prinful exertior in the
ascent.

“ % motlan o rapid, and yet =0 cary, I neverachieved on my
own legs Lefore, for go great o distanee ; we rather bounded
than ran down. The snow lad become sy softened by the sua
that we sunk at every step, bt only caough in most cases to
enable us fo chieck and rogulate the speed gravity created. I
our feet were plunged tuo deeply, head and shoulders were
erually «o, with a jark which threatened to snup the kpee-
Jolaly, aud we stuch Jike a resplorry viue planied at both
ends. T olip was Less dungerons, as it did not stop eur mo-
mentam all at onee, nor autil we lad tiest ploughed a hand-
some furrow in the sunw. Notwithstanding these mishaps,
uothisg could be more exhilarating than the leaps by which
we deseeided to the commion level of mankind.

e found the doctor philosopldeally consoliog himself for
fhe wnsern wonders of the crater, over a Lright fire in the
snow-hote, whic was kept bazieg and crackling by the
tees of the DBosco. Our herses being found farther on, we
lost no time in vegniuing our inn at Nicolosi. Here, al-
thongh fstigue and bonger connselied us to stop, yet we
chove rather te bear them two or three hours looger, than
to try again the wizernble pallels of the night before. We,
therefore, with as littde delay o possible, reaumed vur route
1o (utapia, and arrived there al nine o'clock, Though we had
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eaten nothing during the day but a spare breakfast; yet re-
pose wad demanded more imperiously than food ; a generous
supper awnited our return, but swallowing only some warm
broth, we left cvery thing to fhrow themeélves into that sweet
obtivion which could alone restore us.”

MALTA.

Tue following account of Malta, by a traveller who visited
it 1849, originally published in (hamders’s Jowrnal, may here
e appeuded :— ’

“ Bince the cutallishmeut of {he route by Egypt to India,
the island of Maltu has a prospect of agnin becoming a place
of great importance, 1o nwﬁuhants at least, and #ravellers. It
lies half way between the plé.,lgue and pestilenees of the East,
and the salubrity of the more fortunate West, and is used as
a testiug or purifying station, to escure the latter regioms
from the inflex of disease;;_ peculiar to the formerd No
steamers from Smyrna, Athens, Constantirople, or any other
port east of Malta, can pass ‘the island without touching at
it, and undergoing qua.ruutine\and purification in one of its
harbours devoted to this purpose., Huchan arrangement is ob-
viously highly necessary, if not nadiapensable.

“ The steamers from England ut:;iually zail on the first of the
month. They reach Gibraltar in ‘f-lcn days ;. so that a person
from Evgland may reach Alexandrip in from twenty-seven to
thirty days. OF course, the voyage, backward ecannot be so
quickly perfurmed, s a quarantine of from ten to twenty days
muet be then undergone. There are, ejven at the present time,
numerous stezmers and ofher vessaks to be usuaily found at
Malta, both government and com\ip:my property, Euglish and
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French, Austrian, Tasean, and Torkish; for even the pennant
of the Ottoman iz now to be seen flying from the mast of 2
“tehek-feemie,’ a8 they call that noble product of man’s inges
nuity, the steam-boat.

“ Malta lies in the centre of the Meditervanean, holding
mach the same relation to Europe, Asia, and Africa, that the
1rle of Man does to the three countries burdering on 5t. George’s
Chanael. There was long a dispute whether it was in Europe
or Africa, but the British parliament at last ended the matter
by declaring it to be in Europe. Near to Malta is another small
istand called Gozo, which is generally included when speaking
of Malta, as if' it werr 2 suburb of a large city. The extreme
length of Malta ia about sixteea jmiles, and the extreme
breadth eleven ; it has, however, & aycat many points or capes,
and is computed to contain 174 squz(r; miles, upon which it is
said there are 123,00 juhabitante, 5000 beasts of burden, GUGD
horned cattle, “WH) sheep, and 12,104 goaty ; consequently itia
one of the most densely popula [t'd‘} places iu the world, About
one-half of the place is cultivateid, apd produces cotton and
grain, with a plentiful snpply of, vegetables and froit, and es-
pocially vranges, which are said ito be the finest in the world.
The ancoal value of the cottogh raised is about one hundred
thousand pounds, but the graigh is not suffcient for even ome-
third of the inhabitants ; confsequently, there is a great trade
carried oo in gruin from the 1lack Sea, which is admitted ata
varighle duty, averaging abwut a third of its wholesale cost in
the island,

“ There in little or no o'ther produce in Maltn cqual in any
way to its capabilitics, wiliether as regards the climate or po-
pulation. It is true that there is a trade to a very limited
extent in the manufactulre and sail of cotton eaitcloth, napking,
table-cloths, shirts, cutton y-arn gpun by liand, gold.and sitver
trinkets, iron-posted bedstmads, ruebebottomed chairs, and
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cigara ; but labour is so cheap, and the amount of work done
in any of these departments so small, that the people are not
half’ employed.

* The wages of workmen are small, bat rent and living are
remarkably cheap. Malta iz undoubtedly the cheapest place
in Europe ; for there a working man can easily support him-
welf and family on from 6d. to 8d. per day, and conaiders
himeelf fortunate if he ¢in make that sum regularly.

¢ Besides villages, Malta has four towns, namely, Valetta,
which is the capital, Floriana, Victoroso, and Civitta Vechia.
Nothing strikes a stranger more on entering the capital, than
the shelving nature of the atreefs, which ascend and descend
in many parts by stairs. He will also be strock with the im-
mense number of idle people hovering around him, and chat-
tering in all the languages of Europe. The greater part of
these are beggars, and the others candidates for the honour of
being his guides, an office into which several will instal them-
selves, and then quarret which of them hes been employed,
1t iz of no use that the first class are told that they will get
nothing, and the second, that their services are not wanted ;
they will, with the most cool and pertinacious impudence,
trot aigng (for in such cnses they rarely walk) before, behind,
and on every side of their victim ; neither is it of any use to
get angry at them, as, if they are scolded, they will throw op
their hande and eyes with the air of ill-used people, and com-
mence talking loud and long, proving to each other's satisfac-
tion, and the torment of their victim, that they are deprived
of their just rights. The oaly method of getting rid of them
i# to walk on, taking no notice of any one until the tail gets
too large fo be at all manageabie, and then fake refuge in o
cafii, round the door of which they will probably hover for a
few minutes, but soon depart to look after another stranger.
If this course of silent non-recognitien be followed, the cor-
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tége will daily diminish in mimber; and if the stranger has
given none of them any money, then in about four days he
will be left entirely without any escort, and in futare be only
troubled by the beggars. If, however, he has been so ill
advised as to give away ever a penny on his first coming to
the istand, his term of avneyance will be mach increased, and
Lis followers as plentiful as the serfa of a Celtic chief in the
olden time.

“The iwland is strongly furtified, and garrisooed by about
4n00 men, nearly one-fourth of that number being native
troops, under mative offieers. The eapital is huilt upon a
tangne of land which stretches out between the clean and
iuarantine harbours. The atreefs all ren at right angles,
whetler on the plain or the Litl,  The city may be about half
a mile loug, aad a sixth part broad: the shops are wot nume-
rous, and the greater portion of them are used a8 cafiy, wine
shops, and provision stores, in front of which, and in many
cases stmtchit;g out tn the eentre of the streot, the goods are
piled in great quantities, as alse frait, vegetables, and all sorts
of foodSwhich are guld at vory low prices.  In simmer, busi-
ness i3 not trangaeted hetweon eleven o'cloek forenoon and
fonr o'elock afternoon, oo aecount of the great heat of the
sun; during which cessation of labour, all the better part of
the inhabitants are in their housog, and the mass of the com=
mon classes lying asleep un the shady side of the street, or
wherever they ean exenpe from the sun

“ There are mary public buildings o Malta deserviog of no-
tice, erpecially the palace of the aselent grand masters, and
the chapel of the koightly order of St Juhn,  There 1s also a
most splendid library, which belopged to the knights, in exist-
ence at the present day, beautifully arranged, and well cata-
logued by tue native lilirarian, who appears to understand his
husiness ax well as if he hud been brought up in Puternoster



APPENDIX. 26d

Row. There is likewise a large library of modern books called
f the Garrison Library, in the same building. This library
receives from Eongland all new works of interest, the greafer
part of the leading periodicals, and several newspapers. The
regulations are exceedingly liberal, as a stranger coming to
Malta with a letter of introduction to any respectable person,
would find no difficulty in having the {ree use of all conéained
in both libravies.

# About half a mile from Valetta stands Floriana, which con-
taine a few streefs of rather » miserable order. In an opposite
Rirection ia situated Victoroso, where the admiralty offices and
stores are all placed, and where the different officers conneeted
with this department Liave elegant houses bordering upon the
wea, The town is very dirty, and consiels for the moat part
of streets of steep stairs ascending to the buttlemeats, where,
if the sun ik shining, thousands of lizards may be seen #porting
themselves in its rays, emctging from the crevices, and con-
cealing themselves again with the speed almost of lightning
Civitta Vechia ir distant from Valetta about five miles. Itis
the ancient capital of the island, and the oldest cityin it; but,
m account of the better sitnation of Valetta for defence and
commerce, haslost its rank aud importance.

¢ The hoatmen of Malta are a most troablesome set of fellows,
an, if the traveller walks along any part of the town which
leads to the shere, he is cerfain to be assailed by a mumber of
men, all insisting on the employment of one boat in preference
to another; and even although they are tolq that a boat is not
wanted at all, still they will follow until they conduct the
stranger along the shore beyond the boat station. The number
of these men exceeds three thousand, and they possess about-
eleven hundred boats. The usual fare from any one place
in the island to another, or to any vessel in the harbour,is 2d.,
but thewe sancals inpist sometimes upon strangers giving them
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» dollar ; even a bargain is never held smered, as, 'when ths
work is finished, they are gure to insist on double or three
times the stipulated sum. The only way to manage them is
to throw the money down on the street, and walk away: it
is true they will follow their fere half way over the town;
bt the thing is so common, that nobody takes any notice of a
stranger followed by one or two Maltese bontmen, calling ount
for money alleged to be due for service performed.

“ The langnage of the Maltese is of & very strange character,
being a mixture of the Arabic and Italian, but containing most
of the former. Nearly all the people, however, can speak a
little bad Italian, but very few of the lower or middle classes
understand any English, saving a few worde of every-day oc-
currence. The habits and manners of the people are also a
mixture of the rude Moorish and smooth Italian. Altogether,
they may be said to be one of the most disagreeable and roguish
races of people on earth. Of honesty or fair dealing they hove
no ides, and nothing ie too small for them to seize upon and
carry off. Even their smallest coin, which is the twelfth part
of a penny, will not be disregarded if there is a meana of ob-
tainiog it, without an adequate retumn being given. Through-
out the Levant they have a notoriously bad name, and at Alex-
andria and Constantinople are proverbial for their robberies,
and even murders, thereby causing the British coneuls at theae
places ten timea more trouble than all the other subjects of the
British empire.

“The females of Malta are celebrated for their large black
eves, but in other respects they have not the beanty of either the
Spanish or lialian dames. The dress of the lowest class is
alovenly and dirty, that of the middle class is neat, and ge-
nerally white within doors in summer; but in the street the
white gown iz covered with a black silk skirt, while » black
wilk scarf, called faldetta, is thrown over the head and shou.-
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ders, and disposed in such a manner as fo show the counfes
nance of the wearer in the most favourable stafe of semi-
nudity, and ia nothing more than a western garment, worn in
an eastern fashion, The upper class of females in Malta are
rarely to be'seen on the atreet; they, however, dresa like the
English and French, after the latest European fashions.

# From the number of priests and friavs who crowd the sfreets,
one might eanily tell, even if the conduct of the inhabitants
did not proctaim it, that Multa is a place where the Church s
all-powerful. But however much the diffusion of knowledge
may have extended to other places, certainly the schoolmaster
baw not been here, for old and young are living in the mosat
complete ignorance. Education is entirely in the hands of the
priests, who have the exclusive management of the College, or
School of Instroction, and it is practically of little use to the
people.

i The press,as may well be supposed, is in a very poor state
indeed, where the people are g0 sunk in ignorance; but it
will hardly be credited that it is so low as it really is. TUnfil
within eigliteen months, there was no printing-press permitted
in the island, but that of the government, from which issued
& smell newspaper, once a-week, under the name of the
f Malta Gazette.! It appeared in parallel eolumns, English
and Italian, but it contained no original political articles—
being made np of extracts from the London, Paris, and other

‘newspapers of an old date; and yet, though this waa the only
channel in Malta of recetving newe of what waa passing in
the world, previous to the granting of the liberty of the
preas, it never had a circulation of more than three hundred.
¢ Gince the press has become free, there have been started
two ltalian newspapers in Valetta, one of them entitled
¢ Portofoglio Maltese,’ and the other, ¢ II Spettatore Tmpor-
zigle,' but there is nothing in their columns worthy of spe-
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cial motice. A third newspaper, in English and Italian, hag
also been started, under the name of ¢ 1l Gazetto del Mediter~
rano.! It is decidedly the most cluver that hasever appeared
in Malta, but, it is to he feared, will sink for want of support.
The Muoitese care for almost nothing beyond the day and hour
in which they live; a newapuper is of no interest or use to
them; and uutil they are beter educated, or some great
change takes place among thew, the liberty of the press will
not be either valued or supported.”
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The following ts eatracied from W, Rue Wilson's very in-
teresting Hecords of @ Route through France and Italy»

A TRIP TO SICILY.

“ BreiLy did not enter mto the original plan of our route ; never-
theless, eo favourable an opportunity for ma¥ing an excursion
to that island presented itself, that we yielded fo the tempia-
tion, and aecordingly joined the passengers in a steam-vessel
bound for that island, and thence to Malta. In all there were
about a hundred ; and among them several Russiang and Poles
of distinction, besides natives of various other countries. We
were, therefore, more closely pent up than was agreeable; and
the discordent Babel of fongues around us waa somewhat
aunoying. However, the fieness of the weather was in our
favour, and left nothing to be desired by the eye, which was
abundantly gratified by the delightful shore scenery we coasted
rlong.

% Capri, a0 infamous ia history as the foul haunt of thatimpe-
Aal brute, Tiberiva; so noble in itself,—a precipitovs moun-~
tain shooting up amidst the waters, exhibited all its majesty as
we sailed close by it. Nothiug can be well imagined fimer
than the oufline of this huge sea-girt rock, which is said to be
favoured with so salabricus a climate, tha? its inhabitants ave
never visited by disense; and, if such really iz the case, it
must havebeen an eyesore to the medical professors of Salerno.
After crosaing the gulf named after the last-mentioned place,
wa steered in the direction of Stromboli; and at about mid-

* Fubilebed by Longoan and Co., London, 1835,
M
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night, the flame issning from the volcano on ite summit began
to dieplay iteelf. Its splendour gradually increased, till if re-
sembled a vast pharos; and, as we passed closeto it, we could
discern the fire issuing from two cones, together with showers
of red-hot stones, although not so terrific as those we had
witnessed at Vesuvius; yet the noise was hardly less, for it
resgmbled the discharge of heavy artillery. The nscent to the
eummit of this volcano is infinitely more difficolt than that of
the one near Naples, owing to its abrupt acclivity, and the
sandiness of the soil, A finer night for the enjoyment of this
noble apectacle could not be desired : the firmament was apan-~
gled with atars of the most lustrous brilliancy ; and, asif inemu-
lation of the eplendour above, the sea kept shooting forth aparke
of fire, and at times its surface seemed quite luminous for a long
extent. What increased in no small degree the singularity of
the acene, was the number of fantastically shaped rocks scat-
tered around.

“We afterwards passed the Lipari Islands at daybreak, and
eapied Etna toweriug above mountaine that, were it notf for
the vicinity to such a chief, would themselves be conspicucun
for their magnitude and elevation. (n entering the straifs of
Messing, we beheld the Scylla s0 renowned in fable, but which
offered nothing whatever striking in comparizon with the other
ohjects we had =o lately viewed ; in fact, one is almost sore of
being disappointed on visiting places or things of extraordinary
poetic celebrity.  {ha such occasions, we lovk for what is not
to be found, the smbellishments with which the ©glamoar
might’ of faney has invested what has little of the extraordin-
ary im iteelf. For the same reason, our astonishment at the
twin wonder Charybdis was not particularly complimentary,
mince we were chiefly surprised at finding Low greatly fiction
had exaggerated ity marvelloueness. It in merely a strong
eddy of waters, rupning for a certain time in one direction,
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then varyiog fo enother; a singular natural phenomencn, no
doudt, yet not particularly formidable or terrific, except fo
such liftle ¢cockleboat' vessels as those which composed an
ancient fleet. Passing the village of Paradi, and the convent
of 5t. Nicholas, we at length anchored in the harhoar of Mes-
gina, after a voyage of juat four-and-twenty-hours.

¢ Herewe were obliged to go through such another penitential
ceremony as that we had endured on landing at Naples. Our
vessel wan besizged, boarded, and carried by sssault, by a hoat
of boatmen, waiters, domestigues de place, &c., who inwisted
upon accommodating us; nor would they be said puv t¢ If
ever poor creatures were endangered of being smothered with
kindness, we were exposed to that peril from the importunate
and overwhelming hoapitality of these worthy Messinese. So
etoutly did they contend among each other for the honour of
serving us,—worthy, disinterested people!—that I began to
think it must be the effect of some secret, yet powerfu) spell
which invested us. As he was getting into a beat, one puoer
gentleman lost the tail of his coat, that had been grasped by a
fellow who considered him his lawful property, and wes resolv-
ed not to relinquish his hold on him. To say the truth, the na-
tives were far more affectionate than ceremonicus : they treated
our persons with nearly as much freedom as they did our ug-
gage ; and our luggage they seized upon with just as much
freedom a8 if it bad been their own. Having at last gore
through this purgatory, we discovery, to our great awe, that we
had yet to make our way through another; iz., through a dense
crowd. of porters and beggars, who had been waiting to re-
ceive ns on shore. The second act of uproar and contention
now began! nor-was it till after some time had elapsed that we
could proceed. Even then, however, we were not suffered to
escape the fuss of a public entry into the city ; for & numerous
retinue of mendicants accompanied us to the very door of the
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hotel; p ceremony we conld most willingly have dispensed
with, feeling very sensibly that such high popular favour ie
exceedipgly troublesome, We literally took refuge in the hotel,
and were congratulating ourselves on having passed through
all our ordeals for the present, when lo! another was lurking
for us in ambush. The hote! ifself was in the upper partof the
house ; and, having ascended to it, we found the entrance
blocked by an army of reserve—a fresh corps of mendicants,
through whom we were obliged to pugh our way vi et armis—
at leant, ti et efars; nor war it without much ado that we
prevented them following vs info the apartments.

“Talk of British liberty after this ;—it is a mere farce com-
pared with that enjeved in a country where the very beggars
have the privilege of bearding strangers in the only place they
can call their own, A hearty welcome ina foreign land ie,
douhtleas, a pleasing thing ; that is, if kept within certain
bounds; for the welcome that threatens to tear you to pieces
as o0y a8 you get on shore, is n positive annoyance.

“ The specimen we had just experienced of them eertainly did
not tend to putus in the very hest temper with the Messineso:
in fact, we had been 8o roughly shaken about, it was no wonder
that what of the milk of human kindness we posscared turned
a little sourish on the occasion. I, therefore, they value the
good report of their visitors, the citizens would do well, in
fature, to relieve thrm from such public and overpowering
demonatrations of wolcome to their slores. I, for one, will
take my revenge bf {hem by saying uothing of the antiquity
of their city, which is at cast old enough to have learned
better manners by this time. AR that 1 shall remark with
refergnve to that poiut iw, that it was originally built higher
up than it stands at present; so that it may, in that respect,
he said to have literally wunk down; and 1 am sure that,
figuratively speaking, it sank quite an much in our estimation,
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“ Notwithetanding that it isnow insignificant as a port, com-
pared with what it was when Bicily was the granary of an-
~ient Rome and Italy, the harhour of Meseina is an exceedingly
fine one, and the water of sufficient depth to admit vessels
coming close to shore. From this gide, the city makes a ntately
appearance, owing to the continued ranges of buildings facing
the eea, along which is a promenade for esrriages. Thid latter
again is a remarkably agreeable spot, since it commands a
fult view of the harbour, and of the lofty Calabrian hills that
skirt the opposite shores across the straits, Parallel with thia
marioo, or guay, rung the principal efreet within the city, for
the extent of about a mile. This is called Ferdinando, and has
many excellently built houges; yvet Lere, as well as in other
parts of the town, a strange custom prevails, that gives the
piace a most washerwomanly appearance: I allode fo the
practice of hanging oot linen to dry upon lines stretched acrosa
the etreet, When any wind is stirring, the fluttering and
flapping of this array of ensigns becomes more Zunoying then
ever—provokingly grotesque, and as anti-romantic withal as
can be well conceived. There is also something bleak and
chilling in the appearance of linen hung out 1o dry; and this
wholesale and constant display of it is intolerable : it gives an
air of indescribable meanness to Messina, and compels one to
fancy that its inhabitants are, if not always in hot water, con-
tinually in the bustle of a * great wash.' With all these signs
and cnsigns of cleanliness, the people themselves are not over
clean, nor do many of them seem to waste much soap ou fheir
own persons. I amuot s¢ unreasonable, however, as seriously
o quarre] with the Messinese on the score of a mere matter of
taste; particnlarly as we did not remain long enongh to be an-
noyed by it any great while ; I therefore leave them to hang
up their shirts dangling across the streets in peace; and if
they choose to proceed a atep further, and hang up themselves
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dangling in the same fashion, I will not remonstrate on the
impropriety of it.

“ This city muast be allowed to take precedence of moat others
in the map of Catholicism. It abounds with churches and
convents; with monks and nuns; and it can algo boast of
warious religious exhibitions of a class that have now disap-
peared almost every where else. The extravagance of some
of their performances is hardly credible; they being so ab«
surdly profane, that & sepsible heathen would blush at witness-
iog such stupidity. Among others, there is an anpual perform-
ance, in which the biblical history is dramatised, and rendered
about as edifying as the tragedy of  Tum Thumb.' Probahbly
a good many of the linen lines are put in requisition on such
occanions: for children, with wings fastened to their shonlders,
are snspended from the ceilings of churches, where they flutter
about, not in the most angelic manver imaginable. Besides
these, there are others who sustain the parts of evil epirits and
angels of darkness: and these latter, it may rcascnably be
supposed, are the better paid of the two, or they would not
care to show themselves in such unprepossessing characters,
On Good Friday, again, a procession takes place, when an
effigy of Christ is borne along through the eireets, followed
by the Virgin,—at least, by a living representative of her—
and formally emtombed; and on the following Sunday, the
reaurrection is performed in the same style! Where religion
is thus made an affair of diversion, it is no wonder that it ia in
such credit with the pojulace, since it requires from them little
more than a taste fur rare-uliow.

By way of giving some further notion of the pitch to which
the faith of the people here proceeds, I may be allowed to men-
tion an epistle said to have been addresscd to the Mensinese by
the Virgin Mary, on the day of her assumption,and despatched
to them in & veseel from Joppa.  This epistle, which is, by the
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by, a mere complimentary note, does no more than asyure the
Messinese of the Virgin's particular regard for them, and her
dewire to be conaidered the lady patroness of their city ! Surely,
the monks, who passed off this pious hoax upon their country-
men, might at lesst have seasoned the composition with a little
good advice; for it would not have been at all superfiuous:
"This devout people might very properly have been exhorted to
mingle alittle morality with their devotion ; for at present they
seem to be of opinion that pilfering, pocket-picking, and thiev-
ing are not at all inconsistent with their pretensions to piety,
1t might alao have been hinted, that religion does not positively
interdict the study of the Scriptures: instead of which, the
Bible is bere a prohibited book.—Neither will I say that it de-
serves to be exempted from such interdict, because it does not
merit rouch favour from Catholiciem, since its doctrines tend
more to invalidate than to countenance the doctrines of the
Romish church. If the latter be infallible, the Seriptures
ahound in strange heresies; in fact, they are so irreconcileably
adverse, that whichsoever of them be right, the other must be
wrong. Buch, indeed, is the horror here entertained of heresy,
either in religion or politics, that ne works are suffered to be
read, unless previously scrutinieed and approved by the priests.
On the score of mere immorality they are not over and ahove
acrupulous; but the slightest cpinion prejudical to the church
renders a book contraband, and sentences it to the fames.

¢ The priests and monks have, if not a very praiseworthy, a
most natural and instinctive aversion tor aught hke the dis-
semination of inatruction among the mass of the people, whom,
not without reason, they regard as the stronghold of supersti-
tion ; and, in point of information, nearly all the Sicilinns may
be classed as belonging to the populace. There may be a few
individuale as eulightened as in any other part of Europe ; yet
they are mere exceptions, &nd either totally without influence,
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or, what amounts to the seme thing, prevented from exerting
it beneficially for the great body of their conntrymen. OF the
gross ignorance prevalent, even amoug thoge who might be
eupposed to have received some little tincture of instruction,
we heard some curious anecdotes. Most blissfully ignorant’
do they appear to be of what is goiog on in other countries,
and to be no better acquainted with the stafe of Great Britain
than with the state of the North Pule; and as to the latter, it
may be questivned whether they ever heard of it at all. Asn
specimen of the extent of illiterateness and ignvrance here, 1
venture to relate the following circumstance, which, although
1 have not the slightest reason myselfl to doubt ita correcinens,
considering from whom the information comes, may somewhet
atagger the reader's belief :-— A magistrate of some rank being
apon duty at the offiee of health, s paper was handed to him
for his examination, which be unfertunately took, and held up-
side down. A subalteryio the office called his woyrship'e atten-
tion to the error he was committing ; whes, instead of recti-
fyiug his blunder, or seeming at all ashamed of it, be exclaimed,
¢ Bestin ! what should yvou know about it If I choose toread
rapers upside down, that is no bosiness of yours.’

 Another time, when a malignant fever bad broken out, and
became a aubject of investigation befure the medical board and
magiatrates of health, ooe of the latter, » buren by rank, main-
tained that straw could not be a vehicle of contagion, because
the smoke of burnt straw wans used for purposes of fumigation
aud prevention of infection. In eonsequence of this sapient
decinion, packages wrapt round with straw have been allowed
to be landed without undergoing juarautine !

 Lotteriew fare much better here thao literaturedoes.  There
are some where 8 ticket may Le purchased as low as the value
of an Foglish halfpenoy, and a drawing takes placeevery week ;
when the jrizes are communiceted by telegrapl to all parts of
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the island, The shops where the ticketa are s0ld are generally
crowded with candidates for luck ; yet it is the government,
after all, which reaps the greatest benefit; for it confriver fo
secure toiteelf o handsome revenue out of this seemingly paltry
and insignificant traffic. As to the folly of lotteries, it may be
queetioned whether there ismuch more harm in tirowing away
a halfpenny =0, then in epending three or four at & gin-shop,
especially if, as often provesa the cage, the gin-shop is resorted
to twice, thrice, or four times a day.

I have not yet spoken of the female part of the population of
Messina; nor canI now say any thing particularly complimen-
tary of them. Abuse our own climate as we may it is cer-
tainly far more favourable to beaaty than that of Sicily; where
the women hegin to fade away by the time they reach the not
very mature age of twenty., After that they hecome wrinkled;
and at thirty some of them are perfect Lagn. Consequently,
if the duration of female life is to be computed by the dura-
tion of female charms, English women live at least twice aw
long ae Sicilian ones. I must confess, too, that the latter did not
look at all the more agreeable in my eyes for submitting their
brads so frequently to each other’s examination in the pullic
atreet.  The populovsness of these fair creatures’ tresses
might olarm even an enti-Malthusian, If it be the effect of
climate, we have additional reason to bless our own: yet, let
the cause be what it may, § cannot help thinking, 2as I re-
marked on a former occasicn, that sach ‘ delicate investiga-
tions' might be carried on far more decently in private.

#Excess of delicacy, however, is not the fuible of the Siei-
Tians: their notions of decornm are not particularly nice. Men
are employed in all thoze dulies glsewhere assigned to the other
sox; if, therefere, an English woman should not have a female
attendunt af her own, shic must, at an hotel, be conter® to en-

M3
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dure a male domestic in all the indispensable services of the bed-
room, either {o be waited upon by a ¢lord of the bedchamber,
or dispense with asaistance aliogether. Putting prudery cut
of the question, such a practice is quite at variance with our
confined ineular notions of propriety: hardly can it be other
than distressing to & woman who regards the appearances of
decency, aa well a8 the easentials of it. For this reason it may
be that some of our travelled ladies take a plunge at once ; and,
in order to spare themaelves the pain of having their feelings
continually tormented, resign themselves to freedoms that are
sometimes apt to adhere to them after their return home. A
traveller, to whom I have before alluded, in pretty strong upon
this point—as many may think most uncharitably so, when
speaking of the contamination to which Epglish females are
exposed during a sojourn in Italy. Should they mix at all in
society, they are conetantly exposed to the vitiating influence
of a degree of indecorum, nay, dowuright grossness, in the
behaviour and conversation of their own sex, that ie absolutely
inconceivable o those who have alwaye been accustomed to
the decencies observed in English families and English society.
¢ A married woman,” he observer, f will, to a mere nequaintance,
sad in & public room, spenk freely on subjects that are with
us m mystery between man and wife. Yemale delicacies,
which no English hushand ever heard mentioned,—which 1
believe fo be unzpoken between one husband and another;
even more, which ! »should guese no woman, however aban-
doned, would atter tp a liceutious lover,—are declared in cur-
rent talk by unmarried ladies in ltaly of the best respecta-
bility t

“ Hardly cap such impurity of discourse be compatible with
purity of mind or innocence of conduet: let ua be an charitably
disposed as we may, it is impossible te help uuspectmg that
where wuch license is sllowed in public, little reserve is prac-
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tised in private. Hamlet says, if bix authority be any recom~
mendation in this liberal age,—

# Apsume & virtue, if you have It hot.”

Aud, although the hypocrisy of decency does not consfitute
moral purity, it must be allowed to be preferable to the non-
hypocrizy of shameless groseness. It muet be owned that the
writer whom I have just quoted may very wel) be thought to
bave exaggerated ; yet, were I to continue the extract, and
the burst of eloquent indignation that oo <ludes his remarks
upon the subject, the former passags ould appear quite
trifing in comparison. BMost fureib  dues he deplore, and
most impressively does le deprccate,';hat system of expatria-
tion which traneplants so many families, not only from the
soil of this country, but from English habits and English feel-
inge, fo a residence, a domestication in Italy ;—to an atmos-
phere of cicisbeism and gallantry. Upless they keep them-
selves quite secluded, and draw a cerdon sanifeire around
their own domestic circle, their children, the females more
especially, must be liable to have their morals blighted at a
period of life most susceptible of contagion. Can any advan-
tages be allowed to outweigh such risk and peril? English
parents will, I hope, reply ne. Should they net do so now, it
is not likely they will become averse to the system of foreign
domestication, in proportion as the example spreada.

“Since I am thus disgressing from the mere narrative of my
journey, I will take the opportunity of introducing here what
I passed over in the earlier part of my ‘-olume, to which it
more properly belongs. 1t behoves those who copsider cheap-~
ness of education on the continent, and the acyuisition of a
correct French pronunciation, as sufficient inducements either
to remove wilh, or send their children thither, to weigh well
beforehand alt the ohjections that may be thrown into the op-
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posite acale, No doubt & eorrect Parisian accent is uttarly in-
dispensable for an English gentlemen or lady, slthough our
Gallican neighbours do not return the compliment in kind ; for so
fir from troubling themselves about acquiring a decent English
pronvaciation, they do not even condescend to print any Eng-
lish worda or names without completely mystifying them ;-
9 doubt, I say, a correct accent is a siue gud non, ap accom-
plishment that no one, save a downright John Bull, would
forego; and it had peed be valuable, for it is sometimes paid
for at a post dear rate. Those, indeed, who consider that
agrémens are & full equivalent for principles, may be of opinion
that no eacrifive of the latter can be too great for the acquisi-
tion of the former. Yet some there are whostill retain certain
unbecoming prejudices, and wio are not quite prepured to sur-
render up the religious principles of their offapring for the mere
chance of their obtainiog a few flashy accomplishments. It is
to such } address myself, and would warn them to deliberate
well before they place their danghters in convents or in Catho-+
lic seminaries in France, Instances there have been many, and
others may oceur, where the duughters of Euglish Protestant
famitics have been freacherously prevailed upon fo embrace
Catholicism. A easc of the kiud vecorred not very lovg ‘ago
at Buvlogne, where an English gentleman Lad deeply to re-
gret the improvident economy that had induced him to place
hie four daughters in a convent there for their education. In-
deed, it seems the height of folly, in any one who wishes his
clildren to remain Protestants, t6 place them in & religious
hiouse among pereny who must consider it o most meritorious
duty to cenvert heretive to their own ereed.  Proselytiom to
Catholicism may, indecd, be comparatively rare; =till there iv
riak ; and there i also enotlier risk incurred, which is, that,
although young perscus se educated may not become Catholics,
they may, neverthelesn, coase to e Protestunts, imbibing the
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latitudinarian principles of French aociety in general, and lay«
ing down one religion without taking up any ather.

* Lengthy as this disgreesion has been—perhaps, unpalatable
to some, 1 must yet meke another remark, conpected with the
point whence it first started. The vitiated mannera of Italian
females, and the consequent vitiation of the whole constitu-~
fion of Italian society, may be, in a great degree, ascribed to
the position of the sex in that country, where, instead of being
treated or educated as raticnal heings, they are either wor-
shipped as idols, or degraded into the opposite exteme. A
goddees may be all very well in her proper sphere ; a mistress,
in the opinion of seme, far better still; but, in the mother of
his children, man requires a companion and a partner—not a
being whom he fantastically deifies, much less one whom he is
compelied to despise. Uvhappy indeed is that country where
woman is not eateemable, except tricked out in the guise of a
poetical divinity, and where her domestic character is notsuch
as to conciliate pure attachment and respect. Such, unfor-
tunately, ts Italy : my prayer is, may England never resembla
it at all in this respect.

¢ Among the other objectious to a lengthened residence in
1taly, at least in moat parts of it, is the utter want of places
of Protestant worship. Even at Messina, where there are
several Foglish families, there is no provision of the kind made
—no Protestaut clergyinan, althongh there is a burying ground
for such of our countrymen as die here. Hence those who de
not read prayers and the Church of England service in their
honschold, either dircontinue religivus worship altogether, or
attend a Catholic church.  In many, I know from good antho-
rity, thie is a matter of deep and serious regret; nor is it ne-
cessary to observe how much more acutely the privation is
folt by those who thus find themselves debarred from all spi-
ritual consolation of a minister of religion in seasons of heavy
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afliction, or when they perceive death approaching. There
wonld be no one even to perform the burial service over the
remains committed to the earth, were it not that that duty
is undertaken by Mr. Barker, the present British consul,
Barely, this fact need only to be stated to excite the active
benevolence and influence of those here at home who manifest
such laudahle zeal in extending religious aid to their country-
men and others in various quarters of the globe.

“ By way of shifting the scene from a topic that may not be
every one's taste, I shall here introdece an anecdote (com-
municated to me by a party when resident at Messina-—re-
lative to his present Sicilinn Mejesty, which, after what
las beem said of hLim may be the more easily cre-
dited. In the autemn of 1231, this specimen of Neapoli-
tap royatty visited his Sicilian dominions, accompanied by his
brother, the Prince Charles. After staying a short fime at
Palermo, they and the vieevoy, Prince Leupold, ceme to
Mensina, where they were welcomed with many demonstras
tions of joy on the part of the crowds assembled to witness
their landing from the steam-packet. Before their departure
there was to be a military review, and the place selected for
it was s large enclosure called Terra Nova, where are the
barracke erected by the British army while at Mcessina.  This
was completely fenced in, except un the eide towurda the sea,
and strict orders were given by the king to prevent persons
landing there from boats. However, the people being igno-
rent, it appeara, that such a commond had been issued, and no
opposition being made by the sentinels posted to keep them off,
sich pumbers effected a fandivg, that, in the course of an
hour, they formed a dense crowd, little aware that, instead of
being merely spectators, they would be compelled to enact &
very different part. Resoived that such disobedience to hiv man-
dates should not escape with impunity, his Mejesty ordered the
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troops to make such evolntions, that the people, between two or
three thoasand persons, were completely hemmed upin a corner.
There was no escape, save bysea; and the rush towarda the
water,where there remained about fifteen bosts,was tremendous.
Remonstrances were made to the king, but without effect : the
troops were ordered to advance, and the confusion and distress
became indescribable. The cries of the females, many of whom
were much above the common rank, were now pierc ng : some
even plunged into the waves, and numbers of both sexes received
very serious injuriea. It iz astonishing this ¢ massacre,’ as our
Fnglish mewepapers would have etyled such an attack, even
though it had been made upon a Bristol mob, did not occasion
a general popular commotion in the city. The Meesinese, hown
ever, vented their just indignation at this fyrannical piece of
cruelty in ¢ curses deep, not loud;’ but such an irrepressible
gloom was thrown over the city, that the royal visitor thought
proper fo quit it prematurely, and Le departed next day with
as little ceremony as possible.

“ The country about Messina offers a luxuriant picture of
Sicilian fertility and prolific vegetation. The aloe and prickly
pear shoot up here to a prodigious height, and both the almond
and fig-tree gladden the eye atundantly, as types of the natural
bounty of the soil. Nature has dealt out her blessings so un-
restrictedly, that it is impossible to survey the prospect from
the summit of the adjacent hilts without admiration of this
highly favoured territory. From that eminence the eye fakes
in 2 most noble picture, comprising the ‘straits, the opposite
shore of Calabria, with Reggio, fan Giovammi, &c. It was not
our good fortune, however, o witness that splendid natnral
exhibition in eatoptries, known by the name of the Fata Mor-
gana. This phenomenon produces a singular vision, answering
to the appelilation bestowed upon it, since it wirrors and mul-
tipliea in most fairy-fikc manner, vessels, buildipgs, and other
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ohjects, sll vividly coloured. Naturalizts have beem much
puzzled to accomnt for it; but the most probable supposition
i8, thot both this and the mirage are occasioned by & peculiar
state of the atmosphere, attended with an unusual degree
either of reflection or refraction. As may he supposed, it is of
rare peeurence, consequently a great wonder even here; and
and it is possible, that some partixl and accidental appearances
arisiog from similar cavses may have been considered, nof ouly
a8 preterpatural, but as supernatorel, and given foundation to
fabulous stories.”

¢ The steam-vessel that brought us over from Italy having
returned from Malta,—for we did not thiok it worth while to
proceed thither with the reat of the passeugers, as so short a
time was allowed for the whole voyage,—we re-embarked, in
order to proceed to Palermo. Even after Genoa, Naples,
Salerno, and Measina, the situation and aspect of the Sicilian
capital struck ve as of extraordinary beauty. The city iteelf,
indeed, does not liftiteelf up a0 eminently as the two first men-
tioned ; still the murrounding mountains form o fine elevated
back-ground, of varied outline holdly relieved againat the gky;
while the bay, with ifs two projecting boundaries of Monte
Peliegrine and Capo Zafferano, jeaveanothing to be desired in
the froat of the picture.  Perhaps, too, a traveller ought to be
more pleased than uot at discovering here different features and
a different combination from what he has hefore viewed, He
must be fastidiovs indeed who can bebold without admiration
It Concha & Orq—the Golden Conch, or hollow, which is oc-
cupied by the eity of Palermo. The Maring, extending alory
the shore, and terminated by the groves of ilic hotanic garden,
gives a rather stately architectaral aspect to the foreground—
ot if viewed from {lie cea, fo the middle-ground of the com-
position. Would 1 conld add that the interior of the city iu in
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perfect correspondence with its delightful external appearance;
but such is far from being the case,

“If we except the two principal streets, intersecting each
other at right angles, end forming a small octagon at their
poiat of junction, sll the rest of the city, which is thus divided
into four nearly equal quarters, consista of an entangled maye
of narrow, huddled-up alleys and lanes. Of the two afreets
just mentioned, that which, taking a north and south direc-
tion, extends from Porta Felice on the Marina, to Porta
Nuova, jost by the viceroy's palace, is called the Strada di
Toledo, and, like ita Neapolitan namesake, may be considered
ag the rendezvous of all ranks, swarming with equipages and
with beggars. The other streef, which runs from Porta
Macqueda, at itz western extremity, to Portz Antopiana at
the opposite one, is called the Cassaro,—a name supposed to
be derived from the Arabic word aleasser or aleazar, a palace;
for, whom the early part of the ninth fo fowards the end of
the eleventh century, the city was occupied by the Baracens,
who wrested Sicily from the Greeks, and were in their turn
expelied by the Normans in 1071.

“ Itis only comparatively that these two streets can be term-
ed wide; their greatest breadth not much exceeding forty feet;
but they are well built, and exhibit the fronts of several
palaces, which, although not iu the very best taste, are free
from that greafest defect of all, littleness of style and cha-
racter. Still it must be acknowledged, that the conp o @il ia
shockingly injured by the abominable practice I have already
animadverted upon in speaking of Messina. Lines are ex-
tended from one side of the street to the other, and upon these
flutter a constant gala of wet linen of every description, from
sheets and table-cloths down fo towels and clouts. The un-
painted projecting iron baleonies are ancther great eyesore,
and give a mean, poverty-stricken air to the houses. Such
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matters, however, occasion no positive inconvenience; not so
the filthy condition of the streets, which renders walking in
them = penance, and requires a stranger eapecially to keep his
eves fixed ou the ground, so that he may pick his way ‘by
stratagem.” The condition even of the Piazza Reale, one
side of which is occupied by the viceroy's residence, in most
disgusting ; it seems to be the refuge of all the rubbish and
dirt in the neighbourhood ; and the sentinels placed there seem
stationed expressty to guard it, and prevent any one from pil-
fering from the precious hoard, for they cerfainly do not pre-
vent their adding fo it. They have not even protected from
mutilation the uoble bronze statue of Thilip IV., that stands
in this square, and whose marble pedeatal is vilely defaced
and otherwise disgraced ; tablets and vther ornaments having
been torn off and scattered about. ‘Were thia plure railed in
and planted with shrubs, it would contribute in no amatl de-
gree to the embellishinent of the adjoining palace apd ita vi-
cinity ; wherean at present it is a complete nuisance. How-
ever, de gustilius non ext dispulandum ; 1 must, therefore, leave
the Palermitans to the full enjoyment of their singular pen-
chant for nastinesa; of which, most certainly, I do not wish
to rob them.

FINTA
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