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TO HIS GRACE
THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON,
&c. &c.

Sik Tuomas Picron fought and fell under your
Grace’s command—England never lost a more devoted
soldier, nor your Grace a more zealous officer.

This Memoir is dedicated to your Grace in Sir Tho-
mas Picton’s own words, when, in reply to the House
of Commons, upon receiving the thanks of that honour-
able assembly for his services, he observed

“ It WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE INDEED IF WE FAILED
ENTIRELY TO REFLECT SOME OF THE RAYS OF THE GREAT

LUMINARY THAT DIRECTED US.”

London, 1835.






PREFACE

TO THE SKCOND EDITION.

IN publishing the second edition of the Me-
moirs of Sir Thomus Picton, the Author has
endeavoured, by a carcful revision of the text,
and by the introduction of much new and valu-
able matter, to render the Work more worthy of
the personage whose memorable life he has at-
tempted to depict. Numerous additional letters
are now added. For these he is indebted to the
liberality and kindness of Capt. Marryat, R. N.
whose biographical sketch of Sir Thomas Pic-
ton in a recent number of the Metropolitan
(for the writer presumes to attribute to him the
authorship of that article) is alike honourable to
his head and to his heart.

To numerous other friends of Sir Thomas
Picton, the biographer is indebted for valuable

ho
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assistance, more particularly to Major General
Sir Charles Colville, and to Sir Frederick Mait-
land, of whose information he has carefully
availed himself.

London,
December, 1835,



INTRODUCTION.

Or the numerous distinguished officers whose
brilliant services were familiar to their country-
men at the close of the late war, many have al-
ready found biographers. Such memoirs, when
drawn from authentic sources, are a valuable
addition to our annals: they contribute to that
mass of materials from which hereafter, when
all inducement to partial praise or censure shall
have ceased, an adequate history will be drawn
of that eventful period.

Of these companions of the one great chief,
none was more illustrious than Picton. Always
engaged in important commands — present at
the most daring and successful movements, the
history of his life includes the most prominent
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events in the Peninsular War. A more zealous
or a braver soldier there was not in our army.

Some brief memoirs of Sir Thomas Picton
have been published ; but these are devoid of
authority, and are generally incorrect. It was
a consideration of these circumstances which
induced the author, who had access to entirely
new and authentic materials, to undertake the
present work.

Some years since, when he was in South
Wales, accident gave him an introduction to
the brother of the late gallant general, the Re-
verend Edward Picton, of Iscoed, near Ferry-
side, Carmarthenshire. This beautiful spot had
long been the property of the general, and by
him it was bequeathed to its present possessor.
In almost every corner of the mansion a bust,
a painting, or some other memorial, reminded
the visitor of Sir Thomas. On these records
the author dwelt with a deep interest. After
many years, it recurred to the memory of the
author, that whilst at Iscoed he had heard Mr.
Picton speak of letters and manuscripts in his
possession relating to his brother. Having con-
ceived the idea of writing a life of the general,
the author applied to be permitted the use of
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these valuable papers in the composition of his
intended Memoir; and in a short time after-
wards he was gratified by the receipt of a box
containing the whole of the documents in Mr.
Picton’s possession which related to the public
career of his gallant brother.”

From these manuscripts, the recollections of
his family and friends, together with the valu-
able communications of officers who served with
him throughout the whole of his distinguished
career, the present Work has been composed.
It was not, however, possible that a life of Sir
Thomas Picton could be written without em-
bracing a general outline of the operations of
the British army in the Peninsula. This was
the scene of his principal services, and we must
necessarily follow him into the field where his
renown was acquired.

One subject connected with the early life of
Sir Thomas Picton possesses a painful interest :

* Frequent applications had been made to Mr, Picton for
the use of these papers in preparing a Memoir of the ge-
neral, but to all, his constant answer was, that he would not
allow them to be published during his life-time. By a re-
markable coincidence, this worthy gentleman died in Sep-
tember last, just as this Work was about to be published.
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—the protracted prosecution to which he was
subjected. The grave has, however, closed over
nearly all who took an active part in those pro-
ceedings ; and his brilliant career and glorious
death have wholly removed the stigma which
upon that occasion was attempted to be inflicted
on his name.*

The letters of Sir Thomas Picton introduced
into this work are full of interest. The ma-
jority of them were written within a few days
after the different occurrences to which they
relate. This gives them a value to which more
claborate compositions cannot lay claim; for
the unpremeditated conceptions of a strong
and comprehensive mind possess a truth and
freshness which no after consideration can im-
prove.

* A circumstance relating to this disgraceful prosecution
ought to be recorded, as highly honourable to both the parties
concerned. Inthe course of the narrative it is stated that
excessive bail, amounting to the enormous sum of twenty
thousand pounds, was required for the appearance of the
gallant general to meet the charge, but it has not hitherto
been made public to whose generosity Sir Thomas Picton
was indebted upon this extremely trying occasion. To the
late Joseph Marryat, Esq., M.P. for Sandwich, this act of
public spirit, to which he was unsolicited, is to be ascribed.



INTRODUCTION. xiii

In some instances the excitement of battle
had scarcely passed away when the general sat
down to calin the apprehension of fraternal
affection or friendly solicitude. The soldier
can be traced in every line. He seldom speaks
of his own dangers and escapes, but confines
himself to a relation of the proceedings of * his
division” —the brave *fighting division ;” how
his soldiers conducted themselves; the part
they bore in the struggles of the day, their
heroism, and their losses: but of himself, who
was ever at their head, and who shared with
them every danger and privation, he says little,
Once, and only once, does he allude to his own
danger: this occurs in a letter to his brother
just after the battle of Vittoria, in which he
observes, “ 1 was very fortunate, having escaped
with only one shot-hole in my great-coat.”

In consequence of this total absence of per-
sonal details in his correspondence, the author
has been happy to avail himself of the informa-
tion communicated by officers who served with
him. Many of these are still living, and to
them he is indebted for many particulars of
Sir Thomas Picton’s actions, his judgment, de-
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cision, and heroism. The author regrets that
he is not allowed to strengthen the authority
of these communications by publishing the
names of the distinguished officers to whom he
is indebted for them.

London, Sept. 1835.
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THE LIFE

OF

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL

SIR THOMAS PICTON,

(.C.B.

CHAPTER L

Parentage.— Education.— Enters the Army.— Repairs to
Gibraltar.—Made Lieutenant.—Captain of the Seventy-
fifth Foot.— Leaves Gibraltar.— Siege.— His Regiment
Disbanded. — Serious Mutiny in consequence. — His
Spirited Conduct.—Receives the Royal Approbation,—
Placed upon Half-pay.—Pursuits.— Personal Appearance.
—Martial Disposition.

Tromas Picron, the subject of the present
memoir, was born in the month of August
1758, at the residence of his father, Thomas
Picton, Esq. of Poyston, in the county of
Pembroke. Thomas was a younger brother;
but, unlike the majority of young men so
circumstanced, he was not entirely dependent

war v -
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upon his own exertions for future fortune:
on the contrary, young Picton was entitled
upon the death of his mother to considerable
property ; an event which, on its occurrence,
rendered him independent of any profession.

But this in his early youth was only a dis-
tant expectation; and it was then necessary
that he should attach himself to some pro-
fession. His earliest thoughts and inclinations
led him to select that of arms; and, according
to the words of his reverend brother, “ he would
not hear of any other.”

The prospects in a soldier’s life are certainly
not such as would induce a sober preference;
but to the young, the army has irresistible
charms. Its constant excitement, occasional
successes, and the hope of fame, possess at-
tractions ; although the many who have fought
and fallen without their names being known
beyond the circle of their private friends,
prove this hope to be as vain as it is daz-
zling.

With an ardour for all military studies,
young Picton particularly directed his atten-
tion to those sciences which make the rising
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soldier an ornament to his profession; and the
proficiency he soon acquired in these, gave
him at once a superiority over his companions,
who had contented themselves with the in-
applicable course of cducation prescribed at
our public and private schools. Latin and
Greek are there made the groundwork for the
soldier and the sailor, as well as for the lawyer
and the divine; whereas the mathematics are
the great requisite to the aspirant for military
fame, and a knowledge of Kuclid will be of
more professional utility to him in after-life
than an acquaintance with all the Greek and
Roman classics. Fortunate in the advice of a
sensible parent, and having a natural taste for
the studies connected with his profession, Picton .
was permitted to follow the bent of his inclina-
tions : but it must not thence be inferred that
the young soldier was allowed entirely to neg-
lect the acquirement of those branches of edu-
cation which are indispensable to the character
of a gentleman. Before he commenced his
military education, his friends had taken care
to instil into him some little, although of

course, at his tender age, not a very extensive,
B2
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knowledge of the classics, and of the literature
of his own country.

After leaving school he was sent, previously
to entering upon his professional career, to a
military academy kept by a Irenchman named
Lachée, where he obtained a great addition to
his knowledge of mathematics and the art of
war.

In December 1771, being then thirteen years
of age, he obtained an ensigney in the Twelfth
regiment of foot, then commanded by his uncle,
Lieutenant-colonel William Picton, Lord Corn-
wallis being colonel.  The name of Thomas
Picton appears in the Gazette for Iebruary
1772, as appointed ensign in that regiment;
the date of his first commission being January
the 22nd in that year.

The present age would condemn the ad-
mission of so young a soldier into our army
as unnatural and dangerous: for it is surely
unnatural to expose to all the perils and pri-
vations of war those who still require maternal
care; and dangerous, to place in a probable
situation of responsibility one who can possess
neither judgment nor resolution, qualities so
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absolutely necessary in the performance of
every military duty. When Ensign Picton en-
tered the army it was no uncommon occurrence
for the captain of a company to be a boy at
school, while many of equally tender years were
already employed in active service: and yet it
cannot be denied that the English army, during
the late struggle with continental Europe, pro-
duced officers who in courage and military ex-
cellence might rival those of any nation in the
world ; although nearly the whole of these en-
tered the army at the same time of life as the
subject of this memoir.

Nearly two years elapsed after obtaining his
commission before young Picton joined his
regiment ; but during this period, and, in fact,
during the first six years of his holding this
rank, he had no pay, in consequence of the
peculiar circumstances under which he receiv-
ed his ensignecy. A captain in the regiment,
who had rendered himself obnoxious to the
rest of the officers, had been allowed to retire
upon full pay; and in consequence of this
arrangement, the youngest ensign without
purchase received no pay, the youngest lieu-
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tenant without purchase received that of an
ensign, and the youngest captain that of a lieu-
tenant.

Our young soldier left the military academy
of Monsieur Lachée to join his regiment at
Gibraltar, there to undergo the unvarying, and,
in general, uninteresting, routine of garrison
duty. Those, and they are but few, who sur-
vive, and remember that early period of his
career, speak of him as manifesting even then
that strongly marked character for firmness
and decision which distinguished him through
life.

From the boyish ensign he soon became the
steady but inquisitive soldier; his principal
delight, whilst upon duty in this fortress,
(which presents every feature of the engi-
neer’s art,) was to wander through the mazes
of fortification, trace the operation and de-
sign of the numerous works, observe the choice
of position, formation, and support of the end-
less batteries; while he would frequently be
arranging plans of attack, with additional de-
fences which the garrison might erect in case
of being driven from some of their positions.
With these plans, and a host of inquiries,
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young Picton was in the habit of almost
persecuting the officers of the garrison; and
they are recorded here as an illustration of
the decided taste which he thus early be-
trayed for the military profession.

It was another occasional source of amuse-
ment to him, whilst stationed at Gibraltar,
to make excursions into Spain; and during
these expeditions he obtained such knowledge
of the language as enabled him in after-years
to fill that important situation which produced
so great an influence both over his fortunes
and his happiness. It was not only the Spanish
language, however, that he acquired during
this period of inaction ; his leisure hours, which
were by far too many for his active dispo-
sition, were devoted to the study of such books
as were calculated to advance him in the know-
ledge of his professional duties: in addition to
which, he was greatly indebted to his uncle
for many practical hints drawn from his own
observations during a long life of constant and
distinguished service.*

* The estimation in which this meritorious officer was

held by his Sovereign, cannot be better expressed than by
the following extract from a manuscript in his own hand-
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In March 1777, Ensign Picton was pro-
moted to the rank of lieutenant in the same
regiment. He was, however, now weary of
the monotony of garrison duty, and anxiously
looked forward to an appointment to some
active service. During the five years he had
been at Gibraltar, he had scrved under Gene-
rals Sir Robert Boyd and Lord Heathfield ;
but the merits of one in so humble a rank as
that held by Lieutenant Picton scldom call
forth the particular notice of their superiors ;

writing, in reference to his being appointed lieutenant-
colonel of the Twelfth regiment, which is worthy of re-
cord as exhibiting the tenacious recollection, and the plea-
sure in rewarding merit, which marked the character of
George the Third. ¢ When Licutenant-colonel Picton went
to court to kiss hands on his appointment, having had the
honour after the levee of being admitted to an audience in
the King’s closet, he addressed his Majesty with profound
respect, expressing his most dutiful and grateful acknow-
ledgments for the honour that had been conferred upon
him. The Sovereign, with the utmost complacency, was
pleased to say: ¢ You are solely obliged to Captain Picton,
who in Genmmy commanded the grenadier company of the
Twelfth’ regiment during the last war ;’ alluding in particular
to the colonel's having had the honour of being thanked, as
captain of the grenadiers, by Prince Ferdinand, in the pub-
lic orders of the army, in consequence of the report made
by the then Hereditary Prince of Brunswick of his beha-
viour under his Serene Highness's command at the affair of

Zicrenbery.”
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and he requested his uncle to obtain for him
an exchange into some regiment which had an
earlier prospect of taking the field. This, in
times when officers were more in request and
vacancies more frequent, was not a very diffi-
cult task; and in January 1778 he was gazet-
ted captain in the Seventy-fifth, or Prince of
Wales’ regiment of foot; in consequence of
which he returned to England, and thus, by
a singular fatality, was debarred from partici-
pating in one of the most memorable and im-
portant sieges recorded in modern history.
Within a few months from the period of
his leaving Gibraltar, the Spaniards fitted out
their grand expedition for the investment and
attack of this key to the Mediterranean. The
history of this siege is one of unparalleled
interest. KEvery contrivance of modern war-
fare was resorted to by the besiegers, directed
by the ablest engineers of France and Spain:
the eyes of all Kurope were fixed upon the
struggle. The English nation, confident in
the courage and skill of its defenders, watched
with anxious hope the progress of the opera-
tions. The Twelfth regiment, commanded by
Captain Picton’s uncle, who was in 1779 ap-
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pointed colonel, bore a distinguished part in
the defence ; and it was always with a feeling
of deep regret that the subject of this memoir
spoke of the circumstance of his leaving Gib-
raltar at that particular period, by which he
lost the opportunity of participating in the de-
fence of that fortress.

The details of this memorable siege are well
known ; and it is only necessary to state that,
after almost incessant operations for three years
in erecting batteries, making assaults, and in
unsuccessful endeavours to prevent our fleets
from affording relief to the garrison, the be-
siegers made one last and desperate effort on
the 18th September 1782. The garrison were
however prepared at all points; an incessant
fire of red-hot shot destroyed the Spanish ship-
ping, dismounted their guns, and burnt their
batteries ; at the same time, the British troops
repulsed every assault, drove the assailants from
their works, and, after an immense slaughter,
compelled them to abandon the siege, leaving
Gibraltar from that day in the undisputed pos-
session of the English.

Captain Picton had indeed much reason to
regret his impatience in quitting the Twelfth



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 11

regiment. In the pursuit of active employment
he was particularly unfortunate, as he was now
doomed to undergo the still more irksome and
monotonous routine of doing duty in provin-
cial towns and home garrisons; during the
whole of which time he was continually read-
ing in the public prints the spirit-stirring ac-
counts of the progress of the siege of Gibraltar.
Another five years of his life was thus passed
without calling forth any of those brilliant ta-
lents which even at this period were apparent
to those who knew him intimately. Even
after this period of unprofitable service, it was
his fate to be thrown still farther from the
sphere to which his inclinations led him, and
for which he was so admirably calculated.

The sudden reduction which took place in
the military force of Great Britain in the year
17883, occasioned much disappointment among
those aspirants for distinctions who had recent-
ly obtained commissions in the new regiments
which had been raised the preceding year.
These were almost without any exception re-
duced or totally disbanded; and a great num.
ber of individuals in humble life were thus
thrown back upon their own resources, the
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exhaustion of which had in most instances
been their only inducement for entering the
army. It will readily be believed that this
measure, however necessary, was exceedingly
obnoxious to those whom it thus affected, and
on several occasions these feelings were ex-
pressed to an alarming extent.

The Seventy-fifth was at this period quarter-
cd in Bristol, Captain Picton being at the time
senior, and consequently commanding, officer.
In accordance with the general order calling
upon the commanders of regiments to make
the necessary preparations for disbanding their
corps, Captain Picton assembled the men in
College Green Square, and read to them the
instructions which he had received ; requiring
them at the same time to conform quietly
and with readiness to the necessity of the case.
Only a slight murmur of discontent was at
first audible after the order to disembody the
regiment had been read, the soldiers being
probably awed by the presence of their offi-
cers; but no sooner had they retired than the
men were guilty of the most mutinous and
turbulent conduct, assembling together in a
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body, and entering into a general compact
upon oath not to give up their arms or obey
the commands of their officers. Several other
regiments were at this time in the city, and the
most fearful apprehensions were entertained
by the inhabitants lest the contagion should
spread, and a disorderly soldiery be let loose
upon them. Some officers of the Seventy-fifth
were quickly upon the spot, who in vain ex-
horted the rioters to return to their duty, and
submit to the commands of their superiors;
telling them that their opposition must be
useless, and that it was disgraceful to the cha-
racter of British soldiers. But their efforts
were vain, clamour drowned their voices, and
their attempts to reason with the mutineers
only drew upon themselves threats of personal
violence.

Affairs were in this alarming state when
information was brought to Captain Picton of
the disorder. He immediately hastened to the
scene of confusion and tumult; and, singling
out in an instant the most active of the mu-
tineers, he drew his sword, and without a
moment’s hesitation rushed into the midst of
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them, seized him, and dragged him forth from
amongst his comrades. He was immediately
taken by some non-commissioned officers who
had followed their captain, and placed under
arrest. This decisive step daunted the other
mutineers, and they saw the leader in silence
led off to the guard-house. A few words from
their captain, spoken in a tone which did not
seem to admit of reply, now sent them at once
to their barracks. By this intrepidity and reso-
lution, which in moments of emergency dis-
tinguish a superior mind, the danger was at
once averted, and the regiment was forthwith
disbanded without another murmur.

Upon the report of these proceedings being
made at the War Office, the spirited conduct
of Captain Picton became known to the King,
who directed that the royal approbation should
be communicated to him for * the courage
and true military spirit which he displayed in
quelling the mutiny in the Seventy-fifth regi-
ment.” This was conveyed to Captain Picton
through the then Commander-in-chief, Field-
marshal Conway, with a promise from that offi-
cer of the first vacant majority ; but, as the
sequel will prove, this message was the only



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 15

reward which Captain Picton ever received for
this important service.

Upon the disbanding of his regiment, Cap-
tain Picton was placed upon half-pay, and re-
tired into Pembrokeshire, where he enjoyed the
affection and esteem of a numerous circle of re-
lations and friends; and although it was much
against his inclination that he thus early left
his professional duties, and retired into private
life, still he readily adapted himself to the
novelty of his situation; for it must be re-
membered, that from the age of thirteen he
had been a soldier, and consequently his re.
collections of home were only those of a boy.
Thus far his career had been successful, but
not very eventful. A captain at five-and.
twenty is now considered in a fair way to
the highest military rank which interest or
merit can obtain for him. But Captain Picton
was doomed to lose all the advantages which
he had already gained in his early and rapid
promotion. Fortune had never yet given him
an opportunity of displaying those talents
which he so unquestionably possessed; and
those who were in authority naturally esti-
mated the merits of an individual by the
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services he had performed. After his regiment
was disbanded, Sir Thomas Picton remained
for the long period of twelve years on the half-
pay list of captains !

We shall pass over this interval briefly : few
events occur in the domestic circle of a coun-
try town worthy of being recorded. Had there
been any active hostilities in which Captain
Picton could have taken a part, it is more
than probable that the natural bent of his dis-
position would have induced him to volunteer
his services; but during nearly the whole of
this time Kurope was at peace. He was there-
fore more rcconciled to the necessity of his
situation, although he was unremitting in his
applications to be placed on full-pay in some
regiment ordered on foreign service. The un-
varying reply of the gentlemen of the War
Office was, that he would be appointed to the
« earliest vacancy.” But repeated disappoint-
ments convinced him that an official promise
is not always to be depended upon; and, after
a few more unsuccessful efforts, he gave up
the attempt.

His time was passed during thls period of
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inactivity, according to the statement of his
brother, the Rev. Edward Picton, in “the cn-
joyment of the sports of the field, in studying
the classics, but more particularly in perfecting
himself in the art of war.” He was now pre-
paring for that career which was afterwards
so well known, and which was destined to be
productive of so much honour to himself and
advantage to his country. Few biographies
offer a better or more clevated example to the
young soldier, of the advantages which he may
obtain by improving his mind in the know-
ledge of his profession, than this of Sir Thomas
Picton’s domestic life. Some writer says,
“that to feel great is to be great.” Without
admitting the truth of this assertion in its
full extent, it cannot be denied that men
seldom become elevated above the level of
their ambition. Captain Picton was no doubt
at this time conscious that the abilities he
possessed required only an opportunity to dis-
play themselves, in order to be appreciated ;
and while labouring to qualify himself to im-
prove any such opportunity to the utmost, he
was looking forward to the attainment of the
highest honours of his profession.
VOL. I. c
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In person Captain Picton was at this time
tall and well-proportioned, approaching the
athletic ; his height about six feet one inch,
and his features large but well formed. The
natural expression of his face was stern and
dignified ; but his smile dispelled at once a
repulsive expression which sometimes hung
upon his brow. None who ever saw that
smile could deny that it betokened a warm
and generous hecart. His eyes were brilli-
ant and expressive; his voice sharp, and
his manner of speaking quick and animated.
He always commanded respect and attention ;
the carnestness of his delivery and the power
of his language impressed the hearer with
conviction. But in the field, his tone of
voice was totally altered; it was there full
and deep; every word was calm and im-
pressive, and its effect upon his soldiers was
apparent in the increased confidence of their
charge.

Picton, thus resolved to prepare himself for
any rank in his profession to which Fortune
might elevate him, applied with ardour to
every pursuit which could possibly assist him
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in the various duties he might be called
upon to perform; and it was during this long
interval of privacy that he laid the foundation
of his after fame, and qualified himself to
compete for a place among the heroes of his

country.
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CHAPTER II

Unsuccessful attempts to obtain employment.—Embarks
for the West Indies.~—Joins Sir John' Vaughan.—Made
Deputy Quarter-Master-General.—Superseded by Gene-
ral Knox.—Introduction to Sir Ralph Abercromby.—
Assists in the Capture of St. Lucia and St. Vincent.—
Voyage to England and return to Martinique with Sir
Ralph Abercromby.—Capturé of Trinidad. —Made Com-
mandant.—Iunstructions from Sir Ralph Abercromby.

In February 1793, France commenced that
extraordinary struggle against the nations of
Europe, which, notwithstanding her internal
discord, and the depopulating activity of the
guillotine, she carried on with as much vigour
and success as in her best and brightest days.
The preparations for hostilities, and his strong
desire for active service, induced Captain
Picton to renew his applications to the Com-
mander-in-chief for employment: but they
were still unavailing; the same polite replies
and general assurances were made to his letters
as formerly, and he was soon convinced that
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interest, and nothing but interest, would obtain
for him his wishes. Of this he had not much ;
and no one could have been surprised had he
turned with disgust from a profession in which
he had such slender prospects of success.
Fortunately, however, Captain Picton rightly
considered that Ais past services gave him no
particular claim for preferment; and this re-
conciled him in some degree to the disappoint-
ment which he had constantly to endure.

One whole year of hostilities was passed by
Captain Picton in endeavours to obtain em-
ployment ; when, tired of making applications,
and hopeless of success, he resolved upon try-
ipg to procure for himself that which he had
been so long seeking from others. Accord-
ingly, towards the end of the year 1794,
he embarked, without any appointment, for
the West Indies, having no better prospect
than a slight acquaintance with Sir John
Vaughan, who had just been appointed com-
mander-in-chief in that part of the globe.
This step was probably the remote cause of Sir
Thomas Picton’s after fame; and to Sir John
Vaughan England is probably indebted for the
important services afterwards rendered by.the
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man whose abilities he discovered and employ-
ed. 8ir John Vaughan at once appointed Cap-
tain Picton to the Seventeenth foot, making
him at the same time his confidential aid-de-
camp, by which he had a closer and more con-
stant opportunity of discerning the activity of
his disposition and the strength of his judg-
ment. Captain Picton was now for the first
time in active service, and so well pleased
was his general with the manner in which he
fulfilled the duties of his situation, that he
quickly promoted him to a majority in the
Sixty-eighth regiment, together with the ap-
pointment of deputy quarter-master-general,
which entitled him to the brevet rank of liey-
tenant-colonel.

Fortune seemed thus inclined to recompense
him for the length of time he had lost;
and it will be perceived that when once Sir
Thomas Picton had an opportunity of display-
ing the powers of his mind, his abilities were
so highly appreciated, that he was never after-
wards exposed to neglect ; but, on the contrary,
his life was passed in active and meritorious
services. Sir John Vaughan held his impor-
tant command for little more than one year,



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 23

when ill health compelled him to resign, and
Major Picton had, a short time after this
event, to regret the loss of his friend. He
died at Martinique, in the month of August
1795. :

Major Picton was continued at the head
of the quarter-master-general’s department
until superseded by General Knox, when he
resolved to return to Europe, having little
expectation of promotion or employment now
that his patron’ was no more. Before, how-
ever, he could put his plans in execution, he
was called upon by General Leigh, (who was
at this period senior officer in the West Indies,)
to assist him in receiving Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby, upon the arrival of that gallant veteran
at Barbadoes, to take the command in the place
of the late Sir John Vaughan.

This was the first occasion upon which
Major Picton had been personally introduced
to Sir Ralph: the name was familiar to the
general, through the knowledge which he pos-
sessed of his uncle ; the merits of Major Picton
were, however, totally unknown to Sir Ralph
previously to this meeting; but it is probable
that that discerning officer discovered at this
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interview the superior powers and attainments
of his new acquaintance. He received him
in the most warm and friendly manner; and
when, after Major Picton had in few words
related his services, the situations he had
held, and that, apprehensive of not being ena-
bled to continue in active employment in the
West Indies, he intended to return imme-
diately to England; Sir Ralph took his hand,
and in language as gratifying as it was unex-
pected, requested that he would continue with
him during the ensuing campaign, hoping, as
he observed, ¢ to give him an opportunity of
returning in a way more agreeable.” This
invitation was so flattering, and so much
in accordance with Picton’s desires, that he
did not hesitate to accept it; and from this
period until the death of Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby, a mutual regard and esteem existed
between these illustrious men, which no petty
intrigue or professional jealousy could for a
moment impair.

Immediately upon the arrival of Sir Ralph
in the West Indies, he made every arrange-
ment for active hostilities against such colonies
as still remained in possession of the French.
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The first place against which he directed his
forces was St. Lucia, whither he was accom-
panied by Major Picton, as one of his suite, but
not holding any command. Major Picton could
not, however, remain an inactive spectator
during the progress of the attack, and accord-
ingly volunteered to occupy any post to which
Sir Ralph might appoint him. In the attack
upon this island he acted a zealous, although
not a very distinguished part. His rank at
this period was only major, for with the situa-
tion of deputy quarter-master-general he lost
the brevet rank of lieutenant-colonel, and fell
back into that which he actually held in the
army. He had no recognised appointment in
the force under Sir Ralph Abercromby : his ser-
vices therefore, however individually merito-
rious, were not performed under circumstances
which would warrant any specific mention of
him by Sir Ralph in his public despatches.
During the whole of the proceedings he acted
as a volunteer aid-de-camp to Sir Ralph, and,
as was strongly testified by that able chief, ob-
tained from him his warmest approbation for
judgment and intrepidity.

On the 22nd of April, the troops destined for
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the attack upon St. Lucia sailed from Carlisle
Bay, in the fleet commanded by Admiral Sir
John Laforey, and arrived off Longville Bay
the evening of the 26th, when Major-general
Campbell was ordered immediately to disem-
bark with seventeen hundred men; this he
succeeded in doing, and took up a position for
the night, without any further opposition than
a few guns fired from the batteries on Pigeon
Island. Early on the following morning he
advanced upon Choc Bay, where the fleet had
anchored during the night with the remainder
of the troops; the moment the head of this
column was perceived, the centre division of
the army disembarked near the village of Choc,
when a force of about five hundred men,
which had been faintly and vainly resisting
the advance of Major-general Campbell’s corps,
retired with precipitation to a spot called
Morne Chabot, one of the strongest and most
commanding situations in the neighbour-
hood.

As it was absolutely necessary to obtain
possession of this fort before investing Morne
Fortune, Sir Ralph Abefcromby ordered an as-
sault to be made during the night by two de-
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tachments; the one commanded by Brigadier-
general Hope, and the other by Brigadier-ge-
neral Moore.* This attack was intended to be
made upon two opposite sides at the same mo-
ment; and accordingly Brigadier-general Moore,
having to proceed by the most circuitous route,
commenced his march with about five hundred
men precisely at midnight; while Brigadier-
general Hope, who had to follow a more direct
path, delayed his departure for a short time
longer, when he also, with about the same num-
ber of men, moved forward.

The information upon which this expedition
was planned had unfortunately been drawn
from ignorant or treacherous guides; and the
calculation of time necessary for the two corps
to perform the distance was consequently er-
roneous.  Brigadier-general Moore’s leading
column suddenly fell in with an advanced
picquet of the enemy at least an hour and a
half earlier than was expected. - Upon this
occasion, the promptitude and decision of that
distinguished officer were particularly con-
spicuous. Finding that his march was dis-

* Afterwards Sir John Moore.
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covered, and that it was impossible to halt
the troops, as from the narrowness of the path
they were marching in single file, he at once
resolved upon making the attack, without
waiting for the co-operation of Brigadier-ge-
neral Hope’s division. The spirit of his men
ably scconded his determination. Forming
with as much expedition and regularity as
the nature of the ground would admit, they
pushed on with a resolution that was ir-
resistible, and in a very short time -car-
ried the post at the point of the bayonet.
Sir Ralph Abercromby observed in his des-
patch, that « Brigadier-general Hope’s division
marched with so much precision, that they
arrived exactly at the time appointed; and,
if fortunately the attack could have been ex-
ecuted as was directed, the whole force of the
enemy would have fallen.” The loss sus-
tained by the French during this short but
brilliant affair was between forty and fifty men
killed, and two hundred stand of arms, with
some ammunition.

Active preparations were now made for the
investment of Morne Fortune, where the
enemy had established himself in some force,
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baving a garrison of about two thousand well-
disciplired and well-affected coloured troops,
several hundred whites, besides a number of
black people who had flown thither for refuge.
The difficulty of communication in this coun-
try rendered the proceedings more tedious than
was at first imagined, while the operation of
erecting batteries for the reduction of this for-
tress was a work of constant labour and much
danger.

During the progress of the siege, the enemy
made several desperate sorties, but were inva-
riably repulsed with’considerable loss ; although
not without doing much injury to the besiegers.
The rugged and mountainous character of the
country rendered the progress of the siege slow,
and its event doubtful ; but the persevering dis-
position and endless resources of the English
general overcame every obstacle. Every inch
of ground was disputed by the defenders with
courage and skill, and nothing but the most
indefatigable exertion and constant preparation
for attack enabled the assailants to erect a bat-
tery on the mountainous ridge of Duchasseux,
which in a great measure commands the for-
fess. During this laborious operation, the
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officers and seamen of the fleet (which, Sir
John Laforey having resigned the command,
was now under the orders of Rear-admiral Sir
Hugh Christian,) rendered the most important
services in dragging up the guns, and trans-
porting the ammunition up the steep and
rugged ground over which it was of necessity
conveyed.

By incessant efforts day and night the be-
siegers were enabled to open a battery of eigh-
teen guns on the 16th of May; but this being
only on the first parallel, the further approaches
were continued until the morning of the 24th,
when three regiments were ordered to gain
possession of a more advanced post. In this
they were opposed in the most vigorous and
resolute manner by the enemy ; but the con-
test was not of long duration. Brigadier-gene-
ral Moore led the assault with an energy which
soon overcame all opposition ; and the assailants
succeeded in establishing themselves within
about five hundred yards of the fort. Two
batteries of eight guns were immediately
commenced, and were to have been opened on
the following morning ; when, towards night,
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the enemy, perceiving that further resistance
would be futile, sent a flag of truce, demanding
a suspension of hostilities until noon the fol-
lowing day. A truce was granted until eight
o’clock the next morning, when the capitula-
tion of the whole island ensued; and the gar-
rison, to the number of two thousand, marched
out and laid down their arms. The loss of the
English during this short but laborious siege
was five hundred and sixty-six killed, wound-
ed, and missing, including several valuable and
promising officers.

It would be impossible at this time to follow
Major Picton through the different situations
in which he was placed, and the services which
he performed during this siege; but for a
striking proof of the estimation in which his
conduct was held by the general, it is only
necessary to quote the following passage from
the public orders issued by Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby immediately after the subjugation of
the island. In this he says, “that all orders
coming through Lieutenant-colonel Picton
shall be considered as the orders of the com-
mander-in-chief.” So decided a mark of ap-
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probation thus universally expressed to the
whole army must be interpreted as a strong
testimony of the high opinion entertained of
his merits; but, not contented with paying
him this distinguished compliment, Sir Ralph,
without solicitation upon his part, recommend-
ed him for the lieutenant-colonelcy of the
Fifty-sixth regiment.

After having arranged with Major-general
Nicholls an expedition against Grenada, Sir
Ralph Abercromby proceeded in person with
the rest of the troops, accompanied by Lieu-
tenant-colonel Picton, to attack the island of
St. Vincent’s. On the 7th of June, the fleet
arrived off the island; but the soldiers were
not disembarked until the evening of the 8th.
Early the following morning they marched
in one column by their right as far as Stubbs,
about eight miles from Kingston, where they
were formed into three divisions, and bivouack-
ed for the night opposite to their places of attack.
At daylight the next day the assault on the
forts was commenced, and continued with vari-
ous success and but little intermission until the
afternoon ; the garrison still making a determin-
ed resistance. 'The resolution of British troops
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at length, however, prevailed : they were suc-
cessful in every direction, and before four
o'clock the English colours waved upon every
position lately occupied by the enemy. In
this well-contested struggle, of the English,
one hundred and seventy-nine rank and file,
besides officers, were killed or wounded.

Upon the termination of this short but bril-
liant campaign, Colonel Picton accompanied
Sir Ralph Abercromby to Martinique, whence,
after remaining a short period, he sailed with
him for Europe, in the Arethusa. During
the whole of this voyage, and the short stay
Sir Ralph made in England, Colonel Picton
and he were on the most friendly and inti-
mate terms; and he was often in after years
heard to speak of this period of his life as one
of unalloyed pleasure. It was not only the
great strength of mind and general infor-
mation possessed by Sir Ralph Abercromby
which made Colonel Picton recall with so
much satisfaction the hours he had passed in
his society, but he always expressed himself to
be deeply indebted to that experienced soldier
for some lessons upon military tactics, which
he never forgot, and which he was afterwards

VOL. I D
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enabled to apply. He was therefore justly
called one of Sir Ralph Abercromby’s pupils,
and he was proud of the appellation. There
never was a better master, while few scholars
ever attained so near to the perfection of their
tutor.

After a stay in England of not more than
two months, during which time Colonel
Picton was constantly with his kind patron,
he again sailed with Sir Ralph for the West
Indies, and without any incident worthy of
remark arrived, near the cnd of January 1797,
at Martinique. An expedition against Trini-
dad had for some time been determined on;
and shortly after the return of the commander-
in-chief to the West Indies, he made the
necessary arrangements with Admiral Harvey
to proceed at once to the capture of that
valuable island. The Spaniards had long
been in expectation of an attack; and had
collected four ships of the line and several
frigates for their defence, which were moored
in a bay under the protection of some batteries
of considerable strength.

On the evening of the 16th of February
the English squadron arrived off this bay;
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when the admiral, having observed the position
of the Spanish fleet, ordered preparations to
be made for an early attack on the following
morning. During the night, however, flames
were perceived bursting from one of their
ships, which spread with so much rapidity,
that in a short time the whole were consumed,
with the exception of one line-of-battle ship,
which contrived to escape the conflagration, but
which was captured by the boats of the British
fleet. After this disaster, which was said to have
been produced by accident, the enemy was not
in a condition to make any effectual resistance ;
and when Sir Ralph Abercromby landed his
troops in the morning, he was permitted to
march into Puerto de Espagna, the principal
town, almost unopposed. The governor re-
quested permission to treat; which being
granted, and the terms agreed to, the whole
island was surrendered to Great Britain with-
out any further resistance.

The reduction of Trinidad was one of the
most important events in the life of Picton,
since in its consequences it threw a shadow not
only over his living fortunes, but even over his
memory.
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In our relation of the circumstances out
of which the accusations afterwards brought
against him arose, we shall adhere strictly to the
facts of the case; a simple statement of these
will be his best and his sufficient vindication.
Almost the first act of Sir Ralph Abercromby
after obtaining possession of Trinidad, was to
appoint Colonel Picton governor and com-
mandant of his new conquest; a mark of ap-
probation which he had never ventured to soli-
cit, and which was therefore quite unexpected.

Sir Ralph Abercromby made but a brief stay
at this island; but during the short time he
was there, he saw enough to convince him that
the duties which Colonel Picton would have
to perform were very arduous. He was con-
stantly beset by a crowd of complainants against
the corruption and cupidity of the administra-
tors of justice ; and a few days before his depart-
ure from the island, while giving Colonel Pic-
ton some additional instructions, he observed :
“ T have placed you in a trying and delicate si-
tuation,—nor, to give you any chance of over-
coming the difficulties opposed to you, can I
leave you a strong garrison; but I shall give
you ample powers : execute Spanish law as well
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as you can ; do justice according to your con-
science, and that is all that can be expected
from you. His Majesty’s government will be
minutely informed of your situation, and, no
doubt, will make all due allowances.”

On the 25th of February, Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby sailed from Trinidad, having previously
drawn up with his own hand the following
code of “ instructions” for the guidance of
Colonel Picton and Chief-Justice Nicholl in
administering the laws of the colony.

«INSTRUCTIONS.

“ General SirR Rarpri ABercromsy, K.B.

 Commander-in-chief of His Majesty’s Forces in the Wind-
ward and Leeward Charibbee Islands, &c. &c.

“The island of Trinidad having submitted
to his Majesty’s arms, by the power and au-
thority vested in me, by these presents I no-
minate you, John Nicholl, Esq. to be chief
judge and auditor (during his Majesty’s plea-
sure) over all and every part of the said island ;
and you are hereby required and commanded
to perform and execute all manner of thi}ngs
appertaining to the aforesaid offices, conform-
ably to the instructions and powers you shall
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receive from me through the Lieutenant-colo-
nel Picton, whom I have appointed governor
of the said island, and whose instructions and
powers are to be considered of equal force as
if given under my hand. And as there was
no stipulation (in the capitulation) in favour
of the Spanish laws in the administration of
justioe, and as they were merely continued by
my circular letter to the commandants of quar-
ters, magistrates, &c. in order to avoid the
confusion which might result from too strict
an adherence to the forms of the jurisprudence
under an English government, you will re-
ceive particular instructions from Lieutenant-
colonel Picton explanatory of my intentions.
And as 1 have judged it expedient to suspend
from his employment the assessor-general, and
not to name any one to fill that office in his
stead, you are ordered to proceed in all causes,
whether civil or criminal, without any assessor,
although it may be contrary to the form and
spirit of the Spanish laws. And I hereby
declare that all sentences given and signed
by you without the accompaniment of an
assessor, shall have the same force and validity
as if they were so accompanied, and shall be
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executed in the same common and ordinary
form. .

«“ And as I have received serious complaints
of the extortions practised by the exactions
of excessive fees, and the mal-applications of
useless and unnecessary proceedings in the ad-
ministration of justice, by the escrivanos, attor-
neys, &c. you are hereby required to shorten
and simplify the proceedings, and to terminate
all causes in the most expeditious and least
expensive manner that the circumstances of
them will admit, according to the dictates of
your conscience, the best of your abilities,
and conformably to the instructions you shall
receive from Lieutenant-colonel Picton, al-
though it should be contrary to the usual prac-
-tice of the Spanish government. And I also
give you full power and authority to suspend
from their employments all escrivanos, attor-
neys, or other officers, who shall be guilty of
extortions, contumacy, or contravention of your
decrees. '

“In all civil causes, the parties are to be
allowed an appeal from your tribunal to the
King in council, when the matter in litigation
exceeds 500/. sterling; and in all eriminal
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causes the appeal is to the governor, and no
sentence to be executed until approved of by
him.
“ @iven under my hand and seal, in the Port
of Spain, island of Trinidad, this first
day of March, in the year 1797.
(Signed)  “ R. ABERCROMBY.
“ By order of his Excellency,
“ FREDERICK MAITLAND,
Secretary.”
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CHAPTER IIIL

Sir Ralph Abercromby's opinion of Colonel Picton.—
Picton’s Enemies.—Letter from General Maitland.—Na-
ture of the trust reposed in Colonel Picton as Governor
of Trinidad.—His first act in that office.~~Address from
the Inhabitants.—Don Christoval de Robles.—His recom-
mendation to Colonel Picton.—State of Trinidad when
he was appointed to the Government.—Impulse to deser-
tion subdued.—Preparations by the Spaniards to regain
possession of the Colony.—Unprotected State of the Coast.
—Improvement in the aspect of affairs.

“ CoLoNEL PicTon, if T knew any officer who
in my opinion would discharge the duties an-
nexed to the situation better than you, to him
would I have given it; there are no thanks due
tome:” such were the words of that great and
good man Sir Ralph Abercromby, when Colonel
Picton waited upon him to express his acknow-
ledgments for the honour which he had received
in being appointed to the government of Trini-
dad,—words which, coming from one whose
judgment and abilities were the admiration even
of those who were jealous of his fame, must
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have been as flattering to the individual, as they
ought to have been convincing to the world, of
the propriety of the person selected for the im-
portant duties which he had to perform. No
language could possibly have been more flatter-
ing, as it must have conveyed a pleasing con-
viction to the mind of Colonel Picton that it
was his own merit alone, and no friendly in-
tervention, which obtained for him the dis-
tinguished preference; and after so strong a
pledge of confidence it is but reasonable to
suppose that he would endeavour still to merit
that high estimation which Sir Ralph had thus
strikingly expressed, by every exertion in his
power to fulfil the duties of the trust to his
satisfaction.

The enemies of Picton, when they after-
wards inveighed against him as “wn homme
antique en scélératesse,”—and when, speaking
of his actions, they declared that, “ excepting
Danton and some of his coadjutors under
Robespierre, there are no instances in modern
times of similar atrocity,”—made as direct a
charge against the discernment of Sir Ralph, as
they did against the character of the man he
had honoured with his confidence. But Aber-
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cromby’s character was too well known to bear
such an imputation. To give colour to their
calumnies, they were obliged to deny that the
general had given Colonel Picton the appoint-
ment upon his own judgment; they insisted
that it had been bestowed upon him at the
earnest solicitation of Brigadier-general Mait-
land. But the degree of truth with which
this statement was made cannot be more satis-
factorily shown than by the following letter
from that officer to Colonel Picton.

“ Barbadoes, August 24th, 1804.
«“ DEAR PicTon,

“I have seen it asserted in a late publication,
that I obtained the government of Trinidad for
you: itappears also that you have publicly said
that it was offered to you. On my part I de-
clare, that you were not indebted for that ap-
pointment to any interest which I made with
Sir Ralph Abercromby, for I made none to
that end.

“The observation that your knowledge of
the Spanish language was a peculiar advantage
to you in that situation, I certainly have fre-
quently made, and 1 believe did make about
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the time of your appointment ; but whether 1
made this remark to Sir Ralph or not, (which at
this distance of time I can neither affirm nor
deny,) of this I am clear, that I made no interest
to obtain the government for you.

“When it is known that you were in Sir
Ralph’s suite (though you held no situation,
you lived in his family,) from January 1796
until your appointment at Trinidad, within
which period you made two voyages with him
in his Majesty’s ship Arethusa, Captain Wolley,
the one from the West Indies to England, and
the other from England to the West Indies;
that during these voyages you (I may say we)
lived, and even slept, in the same cabin with the
general ; I am persuaded that no person will
hesitate to acknowledge that the general had a
thorough opportunity to form his own judg-
ment of you, and that from his opinion, thence
formed, is evidently traced the cause which led
him to appoint you to be commandant at
Trinidad : for if this be not just, then it fol-
lows, either that he had formed mo opinion of
you at all, or that he appointed you contrary to
his own opinion; which, when applied to the
actions of Sir Ralph Abercromby, I believe
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tricians, is absurd.

“1 am always, my dear Picton,
“Yours, with the greatest regard,

“ FREDERICK MAITLAND.”

“ Colonel Thomas Picton.”

This letter declares at once the honest reasons
which induced Sir Ralph Abercromby to select
Colonel Picton for this important post. He
had had along-continued opportunity of seeing
and judging his character; the impression on
his mind was favourable, and therefore he gave
him the appointment. It was unnecessary
after the production of this letter to adduce
further argument that Sir Ralph Abercromby
nominated Colonel Picton commandant of Tri-
nidad for no other reason and jfrom mo other
motive than that he considered him qualified
in every respect for the duties of the situation.
The accusers of Colonel Picton were therefore
driven to assert that he had by a long course of
duplicity deceived Sir Ralph into the belief of
his efficiency, and thereby abused the generous
confidence of the general: but even this posi-
tion is untenable ; for it does not appear that, to
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the hour of his death, Sir Ralph ever expressed
himself in any degree disappointed or deceived
in the opinion which he had formed of Colonel
Picton; neither was he ever heard to censure
any of his acts as governor of Trinidad. On
the contrary, after having revisited the colony
in the month of June, he expressed his
“entire and complete approbation of Colonel
Picton’s conduct,” and in consequence recom-
mended him strongly in his subsequent des-
patches as “an officer in every respect qualified
to fill the important situation of governor of
the island.” Any further evidence to show
the estimation in which Sir Ralph Abercromby
held the character and abilities of Colonel Pic-
ton, would be superfluous.

In the instructions from his Majesty’s go-
vernment to Sir Ralph Abercromby, relative
to the attack on the island of Trinidad is the
following remark :

“The island of Trinidad is pointed out as
the source of great mischief to the British is-
lands, being a shelter for privateers who annoy
their trade, and affords an asylum for bad
people of every description, who man the pri-
vateers and row-boats, which make depreda-
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tions upon the coasts, carrying off slaves and
property : it is therefore recommended to Sir
Ralph Abercromby, if he can collect a suffici-
ent force without exposing the British islands,
to make an attack upon Trinidad, and if the
force he can spare should not be sufficient to
keep possession after he has taken it, to make
the attack notwithstanding, for the purpose of
destroying or carrying away all military stores
and arms that he may find there, and to seize
upon and to send to England the brigands
and mischievous people who have made that
island their home.”

This at one view displays the nature of the
trust reposed in Colonel Picton. After Sir
Ralph had taken possession of the island, he,
with that kind feeling and consideration which
ever distinguished him, granted to the inhabit-
ants the exercise of their own laws, and the
institutions which subsisted previously to the
capitulation.

When Colonel Picton first entered upon the
duties of his appointment, the amount of the
population was 17,718; and it will be shown
in reply to the accusations brought against
him, whether the administration of the laws
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under his government tended to give con-
fidence to settlers, or, as his accusers strongly
and pertinaciously asserted, compelled those
who were already located to fly from his “op-
pressive domination, machinations, and delin-
quencies.”

The first act of Colonel Picton was to dis-
cover the actual condition of the island, and
to ascertain how far the extract already given
from Sir Ralph Abercromby’s instructions was
borne out by the character of the people. He
was greatly assisted in these inquiries by the
respectable part of the population, who volun-
tarily came forward to give such information
as they were enabled to impart; and a short
time after he had been appointed to the gover-
norship, he received the following address from
the inhabitants.

« ADDRESS.
“To his Excellency Tuomas Picron, Esq.
Governor and Commander-in-chief of the

Island of Trinidad, &c. &c.

“ May it please your Excellency,
“The last governor of this colony for his
Catholic. Majesty, perhaps too much occupied
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in the last moments of the reduction of the
island, obtained from the conqueror, by the
capitulation, the ratification of all the acts pre-
viously passed under the Spanish government,
but forgot to demand the continuation of our
laws; a thing the more necessary, as the es-
tablishment of new ones, however good they
might be, might occasion the greatest disor-
der. This inconvenience could not escape the
penetration of his Excellency Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby, (whose humanity and disinterestedness
cannot be sufficiently praised,) and in the
course of a few days after the capitulation he
was pleased to issue a proclamation, declaring
this favourable resolution ;—which increased,
if possible, the gratitude of the inhabitants
of this island, already so much indebted to
him for the wise measures he adopted at the
conquest, to preserve them from the horrors
attendant on war.

“ The zeal which your excellency has invaria-
bly displayed for the preservation of the colony,
and the welfare of its inhabitants, has insured
you for ever their confidence, and induces them
to take.the liberty of laying before you some
observations, which they think of consequence

VOL. L.
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towards securing to them, until the peace, the
possession of their property, for the preservation
of which you have proved your anxiety.

« That assemblage of men of justice, the ma-
jority of whom no doubt presented instances
of corruption of which no other colony could
furnish examples, and whose iniquities and hor-
rors have exceeded those of every government
known to us, have brought all but ruin on the
inhabitants : those shameful and permanent
violations of all the laws of the Indies, and
others of the kingdom, by which his Catholic
Majesty intended that we should be govern-
ed, (laws full of wisdom and foresight,) and
which would undoubtedly have ensured our
happiness, if their administrators had been men
of ordinary honesty, were wholly perverted.
Murders and robberies were committed with
impunity ; widows and orphans despoiled ; in-
heritances plundered ; creditors and debtors
equally ruined in affairs of the most simple
nature ; unfortunate colonists, scarcely arrived
at the moment of enjoying the fruits of long
and painful labours, which would have af-
forded the means of existence to their families,
were devoured without pity on the most trifling



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 51

discussion, like victims fattened only for that
purpose! In short, who can deny that these
disorders had increased to such a degree, that
a man destitute of employment or property
might attempt anything against a proprietor ;
because the latter, convinced beforehand of
the usurpation of part of his property, and of
the loss of the remainder by the excessive costs
of justice, would have rather submitted to the
most violent assaults in his house and on his
person, than have offered any resistance to
them?

“Such was the dismal but faithful picture
of the colony at the period of its conquest;
and that peace which it enjoyed, (which alone
had contributed to attract that multitude of
exiles who had been forced to fly from the
civil wars which raged in the neighbouring
islands,) that peace of which they so highly
applauded the advantages, was sold to us at
the price of being devoured in the den of
chicanery, if any difficulty obliged us to have
recourse to justice; whilst our administrators,
in their despatches to the court of Madrid,
attributed the rapid and unexpected increase
of population to the effects of a wise and vir-
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tuous administration. We have not thought
necessary to give your excellency a detail of
the numerous acts just mentioned. You were
not long at the head of this government with-
out obtaining a perfect knowledge of them,
in consequence of the necessity imposed upon
you to pursuc the affairs of justice already
commenced. What was your astonishment on
beholding such infamy, and how often have
you expressed your indignation thercon! Yes,
sir, we will say, that penctrated with the mis-
fortunes of several persons who could not es-
cape the claws of these vultures, your excel-
lency wished to relieve them ; but how could
it be effected, if with that intent you are ob-
liged to have recourse to several of the same
men of whom we complain, whose interest it
is to support each other, and to bury in dark-
ness what we are desirous of making known to
the world ?

“The zeal and anxiety which your excellency
has manifested for the good of this colony can
only meet with the success you so well deserve
by assenting to the request that we now pre-
sume to make, for the establishment of a supe-
rior tribunal, erected in the following manner,
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or in any other that your excellency may judge
most expedient.

“Signed by a great majority of the respect-
able inhabitants, natives of all countries.”*

Having ascertained that the opinion express-
ed by the government at home as to the cha-
racter of the inhabitants of this island was
not undeserved, Colonel Picton felt himself in
a position which might have intimidated a
man of less resolution; but, with that energy
by which he was distinguished, he imme-
diately applied himself to discover the root
of the existing evil, and the most effective
means for its extermination. Amongst those
who had been recommended to him as inti-
mately acquainted with the internal state of
the country was Don Christoval de Robles,
who had for nearly half a century held im-
portant situations in the administration of the
colony. Colonel Picton readily availed him-
self of the advice of this gentleman; and,
in a short time, he sent to the governor the

* The mixed character of these memorialists, and their
ignorance of the English language, account for the whimsical
manner in which this document is worded.
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following document, which was so perfectly
in accordance with his own observations, and
the statements of the other respectable inha-
bitants to whom he was referred, that Colonel
Picton enclosed the original paper in his des-
patches, to show at one view the actual state of
the island.

“ DON CHRISTOVAL DE ROBLES’ RECOMMENDA-
TION TO COLONEL PICTON.

« As you have done me the honour of con-
sulting me, I will give you my honest and
candid sentiments on the situation of this
colony.

« The population is mostly composed of re-
fugees and desperate characters, who have been
implicated in the rebellions and massacres of
all the neighbouring islands; their principles
are incompatible with all regular government,
and their inveteracy to your nation is irrecon-
cilable. The timidity of the former govern-
ment suffered their crimes to pass unpunished ;
and at your arrival they were actually masters
of theisland. You may judge of the numbers
capable of bearing arms, by the application of
the French consul to the governor, on the ap-
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pearance of the British fleet, when he offered
him the assistance of three thousand repub-
licans, which, not being inclined to make any
resistance, he thought proper to decline.

“To those you may add the Spanish peons,
or people of colour,—a set of vagabonds, who
casually come over from the continent, and
who are ready to join in any disorder that
affords a prospect of plunder; and a great
proportion of the slaves, who have been sent
here from the other islands for crimes dan-
gerous to their safety. These people are now
apparently quiet ; but they are the more dan-
gerous, as they are only waiting for a favour-
able opportunity to show themselves. They
are studying you and your garrison.

“ A considerable portion of your troops, if
one may draw a conclusion from their con-
.versation and conduct, are not well affected,
and may be easily seduced; and those people
will leave no means untried to effect it. If
you do not give an imposing character to your
government before the climate diminishes the
number of your soldiers, your situation will
become alarming. If those men do not fear
you, they will despise you; and you may
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easily foresee the consequences. They have
been accustomed to a timid and temporising
government; a few acts of vigour may dis-
concert their projects. But, perhaps, you ex-
pect some co-operation from the magistrates
and tribunals :—allow yourself no longer to be
deceived ; there is not a sufficient confidence
in the duration of your government to induce
any one to commit himself by a vigorous ap-
plication to the law. They are all apprehen-
sive of returning under the dominion of their
old masters, and will be careful not to expose
themselves. They are, besides, people of weak
and timid characters, from whom no energy
can be expected. There is but one line of
conduct by which you can extricate yourself
from all these difficulties.

“The circumstances of the conquest have
virtually combined in you the whole power of
the government. You are supreme political,
criminal, civil, and military judge. * You unite
in your own person the separate powers of the
governor, tribunals, and royal audience of Ca-
raccas ; our laws enable you to judge summa-
rily, without recusation or appeal. Circum-
stances like the present have been foreseen by
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our lawyers, who have provided remedies equal
to the occasion. You are not shackled by
forms or modes of prosecution. If you do
substantial justice, you are only answerable to
God and your conscience.”

The following extract from the laws of Gre-
nada proves that De Robles was not singular
in his estimation of the character of the people
of 'Trinidad.

“ And whereas some persons have come from
Trinidad, and lurked in these islands for the
purpose of seducing and carrying off slaves;
and other persons residing in Trinidad have
sent artful negro or mulatto slaves for the like
purpose ; and it is but just and reasonable to
proceed against those who reside on the very
spot which holds out a retreat for fraudulent
debtors and stealers of slaves, and where no re-
dress or justice can be had.” 'This act then
goes on to enact, “That all persons coming
JSrom Trinidad shall give bond on their arrival
in one thousand pounds sterling, to be of good
behaviour; and if such bond is not given,
such person to be declared a wvagabond, and,
without any other proof than that of usual or
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Srequent residence in Trinidad, to be committed
to gaol”*

Such was the state of Trinidad when Colonel
Picton was appointed to the government. It
must be evident, from the preceding extracts,
that severe measures only could enable him to
keep possession of a place, the inhabitants of
which were composed of such heterogeneous and
lawless materials. The means at his disposal
for this purpose were, however, but very inade-
quate to the difficulty of the object. The fol-
lowing statement of the military establishment
at this period is from a return made by Colonel
Picton to the commander-in-chief :—

¢ The Fifty-seventh regiment cannot bring into the
field above = . . . . . . 800
“ Hompesch’s detachment (composed cntirely of
foreigners, and possessing very little of my conﬁdencej 100
“Soter’s French negroes (chicfly picked up in the
island) . . . . . . 100
¢« Artillery . . . . . 20

“Total effectives . 520

Inadequate as this force was, even for the
protection of the most vulnerable points round

* Laws of Grenada, vol. iii, page 232, clause 8.
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the island, it was not to be supposed that any
reduction could be made from the military
posts in order to perform the duties of police.
Still, had these troops been well affected and
well disciplined, or had they been all British
soldiers, the activity and resolution of Colonel
Picton might have compensated for the defici-
ency in their numbers; but, according to the
rerharks made in his despatches, it appears that
the foreigners were “ constantly deserting, or
bordering on mutiny, through the insidious re-
presentations of disaffected persons, employed,
it was supposed, by the Spanish government
for that purpose.”

In one of his earliest letters to Sir Ralph
Abercromby, a short time subsequently to his
appointment, he says: “The only inquietude
we have experienced, has been occasioned by
the deserters, most of them Germans.” Again,
he adds; “I have been under the necessity
of calling Hompesch’s into town, to be im-
mediately under my own inspection. A very
great spirit of insubordination prevails in that
corps; and, I am sorry to say, the officers (with
the exception of the major, who is unfortunate-
ly ill) use no endeavours to repress it. They
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report ten deserted with their arms, &c.; but,
I very much fear, they exceed that number.
However, I believe it is put an end to for the
present; for in consequence of a circular letter
I addressed to the different commandants of
quarters, publishing a reward of sixteen dollars
for each one apprchended or killed, five have
been brought in, and one, who had written
a letter to his comrades, saying he was at
the head of five hundred men, has already
suffered.”

The powers vested in Colonel Picton by
the commander-in-chief prove the high opinion
which that distinguished individual entertain-
ed of his discretion and judgment.  Chief
Justice Nicholl was directed “to consider his
instructions and powers as of equal force as if
given under Sir Ralph’s own hand ; while, “in
all criminal causes,” the appeal was directed
to be made “to the governor,” and no sen-
tence was to be executed until approved of
by him.”

It will thus be seen that Colonel Picton was
invested with authority to execute the most
summary and extreme civil and military punish-
ments, without reference to any other tribunal.
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The necessity for this, however, cannot be
doubted ; nor can the use which he in this in-
stance made of that authority be condemned.
In the British army, desertion in time of war
is always punished with death. Colonel Picton
made an early example of the mutinous ring-
leaders; by which, and placing the detach-
ment under his own immediate inspection, he
succeeded in bringing the men back to a sense
of duty and subordination.

As soon as the first impulse to desertion
had been subdued, Colonel Picton endeavour-
ed by more gentle measures to convince the
disaffected, that the way to obtain redress for
either real or imaginary wrongs, was not by
subverting military discipline, or opposing the
laws; and in a letter addressed to Sir Ralph
Abercromby, only thirteen days after his ap-
pointment to the government, he says, «“ By
his Majesty’s ship Pelican, I send to head-quar-
ters five deserters from Brigadier-general Hom-
pesch’s regiment. 1t was not my intention to
have troubled your excellency with any of
them; but as they complain of a want of jus-
tice, and say that their never having been
accounted with has been the reason of their



62 THE LIFE OF

desertion, I could not think of proceeding
against them in a summary manner.”

While this mutinous spirit was mamfested
by the troops, and while disaffection pervaded
the island, constant preparations were made by
the Spanish government, from without, to re-
gain possession of their colony. Colonel Pic-
ton was not, however, intimidated by the cri-
tical situation in which he was placed; and
perhaps at no period of his after life did
he display more discretion, fortitude, and ac-
tivity, than while fulfilling the duties of this
important post. With extraordinary tact he
contrived to obtain the co-operation, and cement
the confidence, of the respectable and well-
affected portion of the inhabitants, who were
at once embodied in the form of militia;
by which his own inadequate force of Bri-
tish troops was made disposable for the pro-
tection of the island from external foes ;
and in a subsequent letter to Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby, dated April 4th, he observes: « A
very exact police has been established in the
town, and is gradually extending itself over
the whole island. "We are getting through
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the press of undecided processes as fast as we
can. The colony is everywhere quiet, and the
inhabitants pay prompt obedience to the orders
of government.”

It will thus be seen that, in little more than
one month from his appointment, he had over-
come many of the existing dangers, and suc-
ceeded in placing the captured island, if not in
a position of security, at least in one of great
improvement. Constant anxiety and indefati-
gable exertion were the means by which this
was effected.

In every letter to the commander-in-chief,
Colonel Picton reminds him of the totally un-
protected state of the coast for want of a small
naval force ; and in one of these communica-
tions he remarks, * The north-east coast, from
Toque to Mayero and Greaya, continues to be
much annoyed by French privateers. A twelve-
gun schooner, and another of a smaller class,
continue to hover about these parts; and there
is little doubt but that they communicate with
the disaffected, and probably supply them with
arms. The respectable inhabitants make very
serious representations of their unprotected and
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exposed situation ; and say they shall be under
the necessity of abandoning their homes, unless
some naval protection be afforded them.”

Colonel Picton did not relax in his endea-
vours to regulate the affairs of the island ; and
his efforts were gradually successful, for when
he had been only six months in possession of
the government, he was cnabled to report an
improvement in the aspect of affairs which
must have been far beyond the expectation of
all who knew the condition of the island when
entrusted to his care. The following is a copy
of his letter to the authorities at home.

* Port of Spain, 26th July, 1797.
“ SIR,

« His Majesty’s ship Dictator being ordered
to Martinique, I profit by the occasion (the in-
tercourse with England being more direct) to
acquaint you with the situation of this island.
The most perfect tranquillity and good-humour
prevail throughout the colony ; and the inhabit-
ants of all classes acknowledge that their situa-
“tion has been much ameliorated under the in-
fluence and protection of his Majesty’s govern-
ment.

“ Since his Excellency Sir Ralph Abercromby
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has authorized me to arm launches for the pro-
tection of the intercourse with the neighbour-
ing Spanish provinces, that trade has experi-
enced a very great increase; and the market
for British manufactures has become very con-
siderable, and is daily increasing. Plantation
provisions of all kinds are so plentiful as to
enable me to permit the exportation of them
to Grenada and St. Vincent’s, which have lately
suffered great distress from a discontinuance of

the usual small supplies from America,” &ec.

¢« To the Right Hon. H. Duudas.”

VOL. 1. ¥
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CHAPTER 1V.

Fatal Effects of the Rainy Season. — Frustration of a
Conspiracy. — Estimation by his Majesty’s Government
of Colonel Picton’s exertions. — His Views as to further
Conquests on the Continent adjacent to Trinidad, —
Curious passage in Picton’s Correspondence relative to the
Battle of the Nile.-—Cruisers sent to protect the Trade
of Trinidad. — Proposed Reward for Colonel Picton’s
Head.—His amusing Letters on this subject.—Spanish
Inhabitants of Trinidad averse to the Restoration of
the Colony to the Mother Country. — Correspondence on
the subject.

Tue first rainy season proved alarmingly
fatal to the small force under the command of
Colonel Picton; and he says, in a letter dated
October 25th, “ The number of rank and file
sick in hospital and quarters amount to five
hundred and thirty-seven:” while at this and
subsequent periods, demonstrations of attack
were being constantly made by the Governor
of Caraccas; but which the disturbed state of
that city fortunately averted. About Novem-
ber, however, an attempt of a desperate and ex-
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‘tensive nature was made by the coloured inha-
bitants of Trinidad (who were mostly Ffench,
and had ever been disaffected,) to bring about
a revolution. This conspiracy had been long
suspected by Colonel Picton, and he had taken
every precaution to render it abortive. A
number of refugees had collected on the oppo-
site coast of Paria, who were to pass over and
Jjoin their friends in the island with arms and
ammunition; these were dispersed, and their
stores and habitations destroyed, by a force
sent against them, at the same time that the
ringleaders of the insurgents on the island
were seized and brought to trial ; when, in the
words of Colonel Picton, ¢ by the immediate
execution of one of the principals, and the
imprisonment of several others, the remainder
were overawed, and led to see the futility of
their designs.”

As a strong proof of the high sense in which
his exertions were held by his Majesty’s govern-
ment, he received in March 1798 a letter from
the -Right Hon. H. Dundas, informing him,
that ¢ his Majesty had been graciously pleased,
in consideration of the extraordinary expense
attending the civil and military command of
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the island, to order that an allowance of one
thousand” two hundred pounds per annum
should be made to the commandant, with
authority to charge that sum against the
revenues of the island.”

Colonel Picton, in one of his despatches,
seems to acknowledge another and more formal
testimony by the government of its approba-
tion of his services. He writes—

« His Majesty’s gracious approbation of my
humble endeavours to promote the interest
and honour of his government in this island,
which you have so handsomely conveyed to
me in your despatch of the 14th of January,
is particularly flattering; and I am highly sen-
sible of the honour, which I shall endeavour
to merit by continuing to pursue similar mea-
sures with increased zeal.”

Such testimonies were, it will readily be be-
lieved, highly gratifying to Colonel Picton;
and he continued by unremitting exertions to
advance still further the interests of the colony.
In a subsequent letter he remarks, “ The roads,
though nearly impracticable when his Majesty’s
arms took possessioh of the island, are now the
finest in the West Indies ; and, upon the whole,
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the face of the country is undergoing a very
flattering change.” .

But his attention was not confined exclu-
sively to Trinidad: he was for a long time
studying the character and political security of
the neighbouring continent, which, as one of
the richest and most fertile countries in the
world, held out an alluring prospect. The
result of his inquiries was so perfectly in ac-
cordance with the general report, that he was
constantly urging both his Majesty’s govern-
ment and the various commanders of the forces
in the West Indies, to attempt to annex these
fertile provinces to the British dominions;
but although he was convinced that the con-
quest of the whole country might be effected
with but little difficulty or expense, his appli-
cations were unavailing.

One letter in particular, addressed to Lieu-
tenant-general Cuyler, the then commander
in-chief in the West Indies, sets forth so
clearly, and in such glowing terms, the value
of this conquest, and the facility with which
it might be effected, that it is inserted in the
Appendix for the perusal of the reader. Re-
gardless, however, of his constant represen-
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tations to this effect, the government were
either too supine, or too much occupied else-
where, to undertake any enterprise in this
quarter of the world: the opportunity was
allowed to pass; and these provinces re-
mained undisturbed in the possession of Spain
until the peace which was shortly afterwards
concluded.

There is a curious passage in Colonel Pic-
ton’s correspondence of this time. He had just
heard the first rumour of the battle of the
Nile, and observes,—

« A vessel, which left Glasgow on the 3rd
of October, brings provincial papers of the
2nd, by which it appears that there is great
reason to believe that Sir Horatio Nelson had
at length discovered the retreat of Bonaparte’s
fleet on the coast of Egypt, but not at Alexan-
dria; and that an attack had been made upon
it,. which terminated highly favourably to his
Majesty’s arms. If so, the hero of Italy will
appear more like a refugee than a conqueror ;
and probably terminate his golden dreams
amongst the sands of Asia.” ,

Colonel Picton was no prophet ; but although
he was mistaken in deducing its consequences,
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he felt all an Englis.hman’s exultation when he
received the news of Nelson’s brilliant achieve-
ment. He writes again,—

“The victory gained by Sir Horatio Nelson,
whether considered singly, or with respect to
the events it will probably produce, must be
regarded as the most brilliant and important
that has ever graced our naval annals. England
is yet in a proud situation, with the eyes and
hopes of the whole world upon her; and she
may now look forward to a period when her
voice will be heard and respected.”

In the beginning of the year 1799, Admiral
Harvey, who was then in command of the
fleet in the West Indies, sent some small
cruisers to protect the trade which Colonel
Picton had established with the continent.
With these, under the command of Captain
Dixon, of his Majesty’s sloop Victorieux, he
destroyed the batteries which had been erected
to intercept the traffic of some of the smaller
rivers. The removal of these obstructions, and
the confidence which traders now reposed in his
power and willingness to protect them, direet-
ed much of the commerce of the neighbouring
continent to this island ; and rendered it so
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formidable a rival to the Spanish possessions on
the main, that the Governors of Caraccas and
Guayana offered a reward of twenty thousand
dollars for the English Governor’s head.

Colonel Picton had for some time before
this been in friendly communication with these
officers, respecting the exchange of prisoners.
Mutual efforts were made to ameliorate the hor-
rors of war, and to afford protection to private
individuals. In a letter to the Governor of Ca-
raccas he remarks, “I shall have great pleasure
in facilitating your excellency’s benevolent in-
tentions respecting the unfortunate individuals
whom the fortune of war has separated from
their homes, their families, and their friends;
and will most sincerely co-operate in every mea-
sure that may conduce to an event not less
interesting to my humanity than to your ex-
cellency’s.” While, in a similar communica-
tion to the Governor of Guayana, he adds,
“ The nations which we represent are not
naturally inimical ; but the pressure of impe-
rious circumstances and extraordinary events
have produced a war, the asperities to indivi-
duals resulting from which, I shall have great
happiness in co-operating with your excel-
lency to soften and alleviate.”
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Of course this liberal offer for the head of
Colonel Picton could not be interpreted as a
proof of increased good feeling on the part of
these gentlemen ; but, as he was not desirous
of giving them any additional offence, or ap-
pearing at all hurt by this public announce-
ment of the value in which he was held, he
returned for answer the following piquant and
amusing notes.

¢ Trinidad, 25th January 1799.
“ SIR,

“Your excellency has highly flattered my
vanity by the very handsome value which you
have been pleased to fix upon my head.
Twenty thousand dollars is an offer which
would not discredit your royal master’s mu-
nificence !

« As the trifle has had the good fortune to
recommend itself to your excellency’s atten-
tion, come and take it, and it will be much
at your service: in expectation of which, I
have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c.

(Signed) “Tuomas PicToNn.”

“ His Excellency, Don Pedro Carbonelli,

 Governor-general, Caraccas.”
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And to the Governor of Guayana, the fol-
lowing : —
“ SIR, “ Port of Spain, 25th January 1799.

“I understand your excellency has done me
the honour of valuing my head at twenty
thousand dollars. I am sorry it is not in my
power to return the compliment.  Modesty
obliges me to remark that your excellency
has far over-rated the trifle; but, as it has
found means to recommend itself to your ex-
cellency’s attention, if you will give yourself
the trouble of coming to take it, it will be
much at your service.

“Your excellency’s very devoted
“ humble servant,
(Signed) “ Tuomas Picton.”

“The Governor of Guayana.”

But Colonel ;Picton’s personal strength and
courage were too well known: even this
tempting offer was not sufficient to induce
any of the bad characters who at this time
infested, the island to undertake the desperate
task of gaining possession of his head. The
interpretation which was afterwards put upon
this uncivilized proclamation is a singular in-



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 75

stance of the facility with which the most
atrocious acts will be defended by men who
are prejudiced against the subject of them,
This very proceeding of the two governors of
the Spanish proyinces was afterwards beld up
to the British nation as a laudable measure,
provoked by the gross exactions and cruelties
perpetrated by Colonel Picton on their subjects
who traded to Trinidad. No conduct on Co-
lonel Picton’s part could remove the infamy of
this transaction: but, so far from the excuse
given being founded in fact, at this very period
he was known amongst the South American
Spaniards by the familiar appellation of « El
Tio,” the uncle or friend.

In consequence of the brilliant successes of
the British arms towards the end of the year
1799, the Spanish inhabitants of Trinidad be-
came apprehensive of a peace, and that the
island would be again restored to the mother
country in exchange for Porto Rico or some
other equivalent. Alarmed at this probability,
an address was presented to Colonel Picton by
the most respectable inhabitants, calling upon
him to make a strong representation to the
British government of the frightful situation
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in which the colony would be placed if again
put under the dominion of the Spanish crown.
Colonel Picton was at the same time requested
to address Sir Ralph Abercromby, to whom
the whole colony still looked up as their con-
queror and patron, calling upon him to protect
them from the sanguinary persecution which
those who had shown the least favour to the
conquerors had every reason to expect if again
in the power of “the most vindictive and revenge-
JSul government in the world.” Conformably to
the wishes of the inhabitants, he immediately
addressed the Right Honourable H. Dundas
and Sir Ralph Abercromby upon the subject;
and as these communications show in a very
eminent degree his strong powers of discern-
ment, and admirably illustrate the still un-
changed character of the Spanish nation, they
will be perused with interest. To Mr. Dundas
he says—

(“ Private.)

“ Port of Spain, Trinidad,
“ SIR, 24th October 1799.

«“ Some very strong and earnest representa-
tions, made by the most respectable inhabitants
of this colony respecting the unjustifiable and
alarming conduct of the government of Carac-
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cas, occasion this letter. If the island of Trini-
dad should be restored to Spain at a peace,
we must resign all hope of ever being well
received by the natives of South America.
Those inhabitants of this island who have
expressed any satisfaction with his Majesty’s
government, or have paid any personal atten-
tion to his representative, are known to be
already prejudged and marked out as victims
for the vengeance of the Spanish government
whenever chance or circumstances may subject
thein to its jealous tyranny.

“ The Spaniards who recollect the conduct .
of their government subsequent to the peace of
1768, upon the restoration of the Havannah,
when common acts of civility and attention to
his Majesty’s governor were punished as cri-
minal actions, are convinced that the menaces
secretly circulated by the emissaries of Ca-
raccas are to be regarded as the predetermi-
nations of a government whose politics know
no restraint from morality, and with which
loose suspicion entails certain ruin.

“ The present extraordinary conduct of the
council (Junta del gobierno) of Caraccas suffi-
ciently evinces the government has not changed
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its principles. Amongst a number of other
instances, an old gentleman, (Don Christoval
de Robles,) the most respectable Spaniard I
have ever known, in whom alone the high
sense of honour the nation pretends to is not
fabulous, who had held the principal civil
employment of the island for a number of
years with honour and unimpeached integrity ;
because he has unguardedly expressed himself
pleased with the justice of his Majesty’s go-
vernment, and has been ready on all occa-
sions of difficulty to assist me with his advice
and experience, has been proceeded against
privately by the Junta del gobierno of Ca-
raccas, and adjudged a traitor to his king and
country. :This decree has actually been acted
upon; and property, which he casually pos-
sessed upon the continent, has in consequence
been confiseated.

“ This island being either exchanged or re-
stored at a peace, will produce in the minds
of the South Americans a lasting distrust of
the English nation; they are naturally favour-
ably disposed to his Majesty’s government,
but .the apprehension of again falling under
the dominion of Spain keeps them at a fearful
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distance. They say: ‘ You take possession of
our country, at which we rejoice as an event
most favourable to our happiness and con-
ducive to our prosperity ; but we have searcely
tasted the advantages of an equitable and just
government, when you make a sacrifice of us
as a peace-offering to a jealous and vindictive
government, whose spies have registered all
our good offices, which will not fail to be con-
strued into crimes for which our persons and
property will answer.’

“You conceive, perhaps, that I am over-
charging the picture; but, I regret to say, too
many facts can be adduced to attest its truth.

“I hope his Majesty’s ministers will never
be brought either to restore or exchange this
valuable island; for, besides the certain ruin
and misery which it will occasion to all those
who have shown any attachment to his Ma-
jesty’s government, it will leave a lasting, in-
delible impression on the minds of the South
Americans. Though a valuable equivalent
might be proposed, I humbly conceive it would
be highly impolitic to accept it. The inhabit-
ants of all the neighbouring provinces have
their eyes fixed upon Trinidad: if retained, it
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will exalt their estimation of the power and
energy of his Majesty’s government, and de-
termine them upon the first favourable occasion
to seek its protection ; if restored, it will leave
an opinion of weakness, unfavourable and de-
structive to any future views on this quarter
of the world.
“ T have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) “ THomas PicToN.”
“The Right Honourable
‘“H. Dundas.”

At the same time he addressed Sir Ralph
Abercromby to the following effect : —

* Trinidad, October 30th, 1799.
“ SIR,

«“ Every one here looks forward to your ex-
cellency’s protection and patronage, and you
must expect to be troubled upon all occasions
of consequence to the prosperity and well-being
of this colony.

« The late brilliant and important successes of
the allied armies, and other favourable circum-
stances, holding out the probability of an ap-
proaching peace, the most respectable plant-
ers and settlers of Trinidad begin to enter-
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tain serious apprehensions of their future situa-
tion; and express great alarm and uneasiness
lest his Majesty’s ministers might be induced
to exchange this island for Porto Rico, or any
other proposed equivalent. They are well
aware of the high degree of importance attach-
ed by the Spanish government to this settle-
ment on account of its situation, which will
render it at all times dangerous and formidable
to the neighbouring provinces of South Ame-
rica ; the inhabitants of which have their eyes
continually fixed upon Trinidad, and cannot
fail to be affected by its newly-acquired opu-
lence and flourishing situation.

“I have taken the liberty of enclosing the
copy of a letter I have just written to Mr.
Secretary Dundas on the occasion, by which
your excellency will see the ruin which me-
naces the English and other inhabitants who
have shown any marks of attachment to his
Majesty’s government, upon the event of the
island being restored. The great object of the
Spanish government in wishing to repossess
itself of this island, is. to show their subjects
in these countries the little reliance they can
place upon the protection and promises of the

VOL. L ~
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British government, which so easily sacrifices
them for a supposed advantage; and, above
all, by the vengeance they will not fail to
execute upon all those who have shown them-
selves pleased with the new order of things,
to deter their subjects on the continent from
all thoughts of ameliorating their miserable
situation by having recourse to the protection
of Great Britain.

“ It requires considerable practical knowledge
of the Spanish government to be enabled to
form anything like a just idea of its politics.
The individual is superstitious without religion
and punctilious without honour; the govern-
ment, with all the formality and mask of inte-
grity, and the most extravagant pretensions to
good faith, pursues the object of its ambition,
avarice, or revenge, without any restraint from
morality or respect for engagements.

“ No stipulation on the part of Great Britain
will be effectual to secure the inhabitants from
its unrelenting resentment. Its mode is to
promise everything; but the public instruc-
tions to their governors, &c. which they refer
_to upon all occasions, are always accompanied
by others, via reservada, of an opposite import.
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Those who pos'sessed situations under the
Spanish government, who were permitted by
your excellency to retain them and remain
upon this island, accepted of your indulgence
by the advice of M. Chacon, for the purpose
of remaining as spies upon the conduct of the
inhabitants. These people kept a minute regis-
ter, in which all the inhabitants who had at
any time expressed themselves pleased with his
Majesty’s government were calumniated in the
most scandalous manner, and represented as
traitors to the King of Spain. This was carried
on with great secrecy ; but at length a disagree-
ment amongst the parties led to a discovery,
and I was enabled to get possession of it. The
false and infamous representations it contained
were calculated to render all the most respect-
able inhabitants objects of resentment to the
Spanish government.

“T beg leave to refer your excellency to the
enclosed copy of a letter to Mr. Secretary
Dundas, wherein I have urged the reasons
why I am of opinion that it would be ex-
tremely impolitic to restore Trinidad on any
terms, or for any equivalent. I shall not now
intrude any further upon your time than to
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claim a continuance of your patronage in
favour of a large body of planters, who, having
through your means experienced the advantages
of his Majesty’s government, conceive they have
a claim upon your future good offices.
“ I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) “Trn. Picron.”

“ His Excellency
“ Sir Ralph Abercromby.”

It would appear that the strength of these
representations had their due weight with his
Majesty’s ministers: for, in the peace which
ensued about two years after this period,
Trinidad was retained amongst the British pos-
sessions.
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CHAPTER V

Character of Colonel Picton’s Administration. — Reward of
his services. — Attempt to injure his reputation. — For-
mally appointed Governor of Trinidad. — Change'of Minis-
try at home. — Trinidad put in commission. — Insulting
treatment of Governor Picton. — His feelings in conse-
quence.—He determines to resign.

Eacn act of Colonel Picton’s administration
appeared the result of a well-matured judgment
and an honest zeal. Every record of his life
is an honourable memorial of services rendered.
From the first moment of his being placed in
that situation which enabled him to show the
gfeat powers of his mind, his career ensured
a continued series of advantages to his country ;
esteemed and respected by all men of worth
to whom he was known, he received from
them the kindly attentions and regards of
private life; while his public services were
constantly obtaining for him the approba-
tion of his sovereign and the warm com-
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mendations of his ministers. Nor did his
services pass unrewarded: in a letter dated
January 4th, 1800, we find him again re-
questing Mr. Dundas to lay his grateful
acknowledgments at his Majesty’s feet for his
further munificence in adding the sum of one
thousand two hundred pounds to his annual
salary. .

It was, however, about this period that an
attempt was made to injure his reputation.
Some person in England, who had obtained
the ear of the minister, made a charge against
him of having exported the produce of the
colony in foreign vessels, to the injury of the
British ship-owner; and it was implied that
he did this for his own advantage. But this
charge was discovered to proceed from private
ill-will and personal disappointment; and it
was so clearly disproved by documentary evi-
dence sent to England from Trinidad, that
Mr. Dundas wrote a highly' complimentary
letter to Colonel Picton, containing an assur-
ance “that he and his colleagues were perfect-
ly satisfied with his explanation, and convinced
that the charges brought against him were
without the least foundation.”
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But a more distinguished and gratifying
mark of the estimation in which he was still
held by his royal master and his government
was conveyed to him within a few months
after he had refuted these unfounded imputa-
tions. He was now formally appointed go-
vernor of the island: hitherto he had only
held the situation under the instructions of
Sir Ralph Abercromby — being, in point of
fact, military commandant; but he now re-
ceived his Majesty’s commission appointing
him “civil and military governor:” A letter
from Lord Hobart, dated June 29th, 1801,
announcing his Majesty’s determination, accom-
panied the despatch containing his appoint-
ment to the governorship; and the following
short extract from this letter contains a flatter-
ing testimony of the value in which his ser-
vices were held : « The ability and zeal which
you have shown in administering the affairs
of the island of Trinidad, and the honourable
testimony borne to your conduct by the com-
mander-in-chief of his Majesty's forces in the
Leeward and Windward Charibbee Islands on
every occasion, have induced his Majesty to
appoint you to the civil government of that
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island ; and 1 have the satisfaction of enclos-
ing herewith your commission, and the instruc-
tions, under his Majesty’s sign manual, for
your guidance in executing the duties of that
office.”

This unequivocal mark of confidence be-
stowed upon him by his own government
was to Colonel Picton a great source of con-
solation under the difficulties which beset him,
and a spur to further exertion: to use his own
words, “it could not fail to animate his zeal
and humble endeavours to merit a continuance
of his Majesty’s favour.”

Appended to the commission was a mass of
instructions, headed “ Instructions to our trusty
and well-beloved Thomas Picton, Esq. our
Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over
our island of Trinidad. Given at our Court at
Saint James’s, the first day of June eighteen
hundred and one, in the forty-first year of our
reign.”

We have subjoined an extract from these
instructions, because it is necessary that the
reader should understand the extent of Colo-
nel Picton’s powers before we enter into a de-
tail of the charges which were afterwards pre-
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ferred against him for his conduct in the go-
vernment of this island.

“ It is our will and pleasure, that for the
present, and until our further pleasure shall
be signified therein, the same courts of judica-
ture which subsisted in the said island previous
to the surrender thereof to us, shall, for the
present, be continued in the exercise of all the
judicial powers belonging to them in all crimi-
nal and civil cases, and that they shall proceed
according to the laws by which the said island
was then governed; and that such judicial
powers as, previous to the surrender of the
said island to us, were exercised by the Spa-
nish governor, shall be exercised by you our
governor in like manner as the same were
exercised previous to the surrender of the said
island.”

- So decisive are these “instructions” in point-
ing out the course to be. pursued by Governor
Picton in the administration of the laws, that
all responsibility seemed at once taken from
him in regard to their operation. But it
will be perceived, on reference to the instruc-

tions left by Sir Ralph Abercromby upon ap-
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pointing Colonel Picton to the command of the
island, that they formed the basis upon which
those now sent by his Majesty’s government
were established ; and by this ratification of
Governor Picton’s former powers and instruc-
tions, it was evident that the antecedent opera-
tion had given satisfaction, and that every act
which Colonel Picton had committed up to
this period was thus justified and approved by
his Majesty’s ministers.

Towards the close of this year he received
a further instance of his Majesty’s favour, in
being promoted to the rank of Brigadier-ge-
neral ; the Gazette appointment being dated
October the 22nd, 1801. Unfortunately, at
this period a change took place in the affairs at
home: Mr. Pitt, who had for nearly eighteen
years been at the head of the administration,
resigned his situation. With a change of mi-
nisters came, as usual, a change of measures;
and Lord Sidmouth, who then came into of-
fice, conceived that the condition of the West
India colonies might be improved by what
he denominated “ putting the islands in com-
mission ;” or, in other language, taking the
government out of the hands of the present
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governors, and placing it under the control
of three or more individuals, called commis-
sioners, who were, in their united capacity,
to administer the laws and have ‘command
over the troops in the separate islands. It
is difficult to say upon what grounds this
change was projected; but we offer the fol-
lowing extracts from Lord Hobart’s letter to
Governor Picton, in the hope that the reader
may be able to glean from them some satisfac-
tory explanation.

This letter is dated July the 9th, 1802,
After the usual preamble to introduce the
subject of the communication, his lordship
explains its object by observing, “ His Majes-
ty has thought it expedient to place the go-
vernment of the island in commission ; judg-
ing that, from the union of civil, military,
and naval talents, combined in the persons
selected for this service, advantages must arise
which cannot be expected from the labours of
any one individual.”

Now, from the tenor of this passage, it
might be imagined that some of Governor
Picton’s measures had been of evil tendency
to the interests of the colony. If, however,
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it is proved that this conclusion is without
foundation, the only interpretation which can
be put upon this proceeding is, that “advan-
tages may arise” under this experimental
change which had not been produced under
the old system. The following passage from
the same letter from Iord Hobart will prove
the first conclusion groundless; and we are in
consequence left to trace the operations of this
new government.

His lordship adds, immediately after the last
extract, “The experience of your conduct from
the time the island was first placed under your
charge has induced his Majesty to select you
as onc of the persons to whom this import-
ant trust (that of commissioner) shall be con-,
fided.” And then comes a recital of the names
of the other two commissioners ;—the first on
the list being William Fullarton, Esq. colonel
in the Indian army, F.R.S.; after him, Samuel
Hood, Esq. a captain in his Majesty’s navy;
and last of all, Brigadier-general Picton, the
late governor, whose good conduct in that ca-
pacity, as above stated, had obtained for him
the high opinion of his Majesty’s government,
together with the -subordinate and inferior ap-
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pointment of junior commissioner! The ar-
gument, in point of fact, was what logicians
would call “ad absurdum,” viz. that Colonel
Picton’s conduct as governor had given so
much satisfaction to his Majesty’s ministers
that they had superseded him in his situation,
and conferred upon him an appointment in-
ferior both in rank, respectability, and remu-
neration !—Perhaps as novel a mode of reward-
ing five years’ approved and meritorious services
as could possibly have suggested itself to the
mind of a minister.

It would be difficult to say what were the
feelings of Governor Picton upon being ex-
posed to this insulting treatment, just as he
had by the greatest good management and
exertion succeeded in bringing the colony to a
degree of tranquillity and prosperity which the
most sanguine could hardly have anticipated.
To say he was indignant at this treatment,
would be only attributing to him the common
resentment of an ordinary mind : he was more,
much more; he experienced all that a noble
and high-spirited man must feel when exposed.
to unmerited insult—an insult rendered more
galling by being disguised in the garb of
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compliment ; and for this he was expected to
be grateful, — was told it was an honour and
a proof of the high estimation in which he was
held.

From his private correspondence, in which he
adverts to the receipt of this intelligence, it ap-
pears that he considered himself not only *ill-
treated,” but “insulted.” He observes : ¢ Never,
T am certain, did the actions of men so totally
contradict their protestations as in the treat-
ment which I have received. After the con-
tinued assurances of the satisfaction which I
have given by the active, and, as they say,
‘judicious, discharge of my duty, together
with their reiterated assertions that the go-
vernment of this island should undergo no
alteration, I the next month receive a letter
announcing that I am to consider myself as no
longer the governor; but, in consideration of
my ‘good conduct, I am told that I am ap-
pointed to the important trust of junior com-
missioner.”

Had Governor Picton refused the unworthy
situation which he was now offered, the colony
must have suffered materially for want of his
assistance ; for it was not to be supposed that
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either of the other commissioners, Colonel Ful-
larton or Commodore Hood, could possess any
knowledge of the affairs of the island. It was
this consideration alone which induced him to
hold for a short period the appointment to
which he was nominated ; it being, however,
his full determination to tender his resignation
s0 soon after his coadjutors’ arrival in Trinidad
as he could furnish them with such information
as would assist them in administering the affairs
of the government, without producing those in-
jurious consequences usually attendant upon a
change of rulers.
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CHAPTER VL

Statement relative to Dr. Lynch and the Under Secretary of
State. — Conflicting affidavits of those gentlemen, — Colo-
nel Draper and Mr. Sullivan.—General Picton’s reception
of Colonel Fullarton in Trinidad. — Extraordinary motion
in Council. — General Picton resigns his office of Com-
missioner.—His letter to the Attorney-general of Trinidad.
— Difficulties which General Picton had to encounter in
assuming the government of Trinidad. — Colonel Fullar-
ton’s pamphlet.—Charges brought against General Picton.
~— Colonel Fullarton publicly rebuked by Sir Samuel
Hood. — Extracts from Colonel Fullarton’s pamphlet.

Pausing for a while in tracing the opera-
tion of this experimental scheme of govern-
ment and its results, together with the influ-
ence which it had upon the life and character
of the subject of this memoir, we will notice
a transaction which seems to throw some light
upon the intentions of government in institut-
ing this commission. The facts are these ;—

Dr. Frederic Thaddeus Lynch was prac-
tising in the town of Galway, as a physi-
cian, when his wife’s brother, Nicholas Lynch,
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a resident in the island of Trinidad, came
to Ireland on a visit to his relations. This gen-
tleman represented to Dr. Lynch in glowing
terms the success which would be sure to
attend him if he would go to the West In-
dies, and there practise as a physician; which,
together with similar statements in the public
prints at the same period, induced Dr. Lynch
to leave Galway and come to London, to em-
bark for Trinidad. In London he saw several
accounts in the papers, purporting that govern-
ment would give large tracts of land to any
white persons desirous of settling in Trinidad ;
and accordingly Dr. Lynch called at the secre-
tary of state’s office, in order to have an in-
terview with ILord Hobart, the principal se-
cretary of state, or Mr. Sullivan, the under-
secretary. He had an interview with Mr.
Sullivan, to whom he mentioned the object of
his application. Mr. Sullivan, however, in-
formed him, that the grants of land alluded to
were very trifling, and intended for mechanies
or labouring men, and not for those in his
sphere of life. Satisfied with this information,
Dr. Lynch was about to depart, when Mr.
Sullivan asked him whether he had any letters
VOL. I H
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of introduction to his Majesty’s commissioners
in Trinidad; upon which Dr. Lynch replied,
that he had only two, which were addressed to
Governor Picton. In reply to this Mr. Sul-
livan remarked, “ You had better procure some,
if possible, to the first commissioner, Colonel
Fullarton :” the reason which he gave for this
recommendation being, < That Colonel Fullarton
would have it in his power to be of more service to
Dr. Lynch, as in all probability Colonel Picton
would be ordered to return to England before the
expiration of six months ; as Colonel Fullarton was
instructed to investigate the conduct of Colonel
Picton whilst in the Island of Trinidad.

Thus far the affidavit of Dr. Lynch; after
having perused which, it is startling to read
the following extract from that made by Mr.
Sullivan:

“The Right Honourable John Sullivan, one
of his Majesty’s most Honourable Privy Coun-
cil, &ec. maketh oath and saith, that he did not,

- at the time referred to in the affidavit of Dr. Lynch,
or at any time since, krow, nor had he any reason
to suspect or believe, that Colonel Fullarton had
any instructions whatever, either of a public or
private nature, to tnvestigate the conduct of General



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 99

Picton in Trinidad, or to procure his removal
JSrom the govermncht of that tsland, or his being
ordered to return to England,” while in the
same affidavit he gdes on to state, that “ This
deponent now positively and solemnly upon
his oath declares that he never did, either direct-
ly or indirectly, inform Dr. Lynch or any other
person, either in conversation or otherwise,
before the month of December one thousand
eight hundred and two, or at any other time,
that in all probability General Picton would
be ordered to return to England in six months,
as Colonel Fullarton was instructed to inves-
tigate the past conduct of General Picton at
Trinidad ; nor use any words to that or the
like effect,” &c.

There is something painful in the perusal of
these contradictory statements, made upon oath,
and coming from two individuals filling respect-
able situations in society. Tt is obvious that
either Mr. Sullivan or Dr. Lynch must have
been guilty of a wilful and deliberate perjury ;
which, we shall not pretend to decide: but Co-
lonel Draper, who so nobly defended General
Picton during his protracted persecution of
eight years, was so fully convinced of the truth



100 TIHHE LIFE OF

of Dr. Lyncly’s statement, that in his “ Address
to the British Public,” he undisguisedly charges
Mr. Sullivan with the crime of perjury, and
calls upon him to vindicate himself before the
people of England. Mr. Sullivan contented
himself, however, by filing a criminal informa-
tion against Lieutenant-colonel Draper for the
libel. The result was not entirely satisfactory
to the Right Honourable Secretary ; for, after
proceedings which lasted nearly three years, Co-
lonel Draper, when found guilty, was required
merely to give two sureties in five hundred
pounds each, and to be bound himself in one
thousand pounds, to appear when called upon to
receive judgment, and to be of good behaviour.
No judgment was ever afterwards given.

It is now necessary to continue the history
of General Picton’s career ; as every reader will
form his own conclusion with regard to the
comparative veracity of the two affidavits.

Colonel Fullarton, the first commissioner,
arrived in Trinidad about the 4th of Janu-
ary 1803, when he was received by General
Picton with every mark of respect and hospi-
tality ; nay, even a friendly intercourse seemed
tc exist between them; and in a letter from
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the first commissioner to Mr. Sullivan, he re-
marks: “I was received by General Picton
with great politeness, and with all the atten-
tion which I.ord Hobart had been pleased to
direct :> while in a subsequent communica-
tion, he adds, “General Picton and I have
carefully read I.ord Hobart’s instructions to the
comimnissioners, and we shall not lose a mo-
ment in preparing to carry his lordship’s inten-
tions into effect.”

Colonel Fullarton, after availing himself of
the information which the late governor was so
able and ready to impart, commenced making
himself extremely active in the affairs of the
island ; in fact, as General Picton afterwards
observed, when speaking of the first commis-
sioner’s arrival at 'Trinidad, “ I began to think,
after a short time, that Colonel Fullarton was
sent out to supersede me as governor of the
island ; for, long before the arrival of Commo-
dore Hood, he would have taken the manage-
ment of both myself and the government
under his sole control.” But still there was no
positive misunderstanding between the two
commissioners until the 12th of February,
about ten days previously to the arrival of
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Commodore Hood, when General Picton was
astonished by Colonel Fullarton making the
following motion in council :—* That there be
produced certified statements of all the crimi-
nal proceedings which have taken place since
the commencement of the late government;
together with a list, specifying every indivi-
dual, of whatever country, colour, or condition,
who has been imprisoned, banished, fettered,
flogged, burned, or otherwise punished; also
specifying the dates of their respective commit-
ments, trials, sentence, period of confinement,
punishments; and of all those who have died in
prison.”

It could not for one moment be doubted
that this was a preliminary step towards an
inquiry into the conduct of the late governor,
under whose sanction, and by whose directions,
these little désagrémens were supposed to have
been inflicted. This was the first hostile act
of Colonel Fullarton against General Picton,
who might now foresee what was to follow.
General Picton doubtless did so, but he was
not to be daunted. His conduct throughout
this unhappy business was worthy of himself.
Conscious of his own integrity, he endured the
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ignominy attempted to be thrown upon his
name with patience, because he knew it to be
undeserved. When he perceived the dis-
honourable grounds upon which Colonel Ful-
larton had commenced his attack, having no
taste for that species of warfare, and feeling at
the same time that he could not hope to co-
operate with him for the benefit of the colony,
he resolved no longer to delay the resolution
which he had previously formed of relinquish-
ing the office of commissioner; and accord-
ingly, upon the arrival of Sir Samuel Hood, on
the 22nd of February, he tendered his resigna-
tion to his Majesty.

Nothing can more strongly evince the opi-
nion which General Picton entertained of Co-
lonel Fullarton and his actions at this period
than the following letter to Mr. Gloster, the
attorney-general of Trinidad, written for the
purpose of obtaining the before-mentioned af-
fidavit from Dr. Lynch.

« London, May 20th, 1805,
“ MY DEAR SIR, .
“ Having laid your letter, and its enclosure
from Dr. Lynch, before the Right Hon. Board
of Privy Council, Mr. Sullivan, at his own
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request, was examined upon oath, and to my
great astonishment denied iz toto the conversa-
tion stated in Dr. Lynch’s letter ; neither, how-
ever, denying nor acknowledging that he had
an interview with him. Under such circum-
stances, and in the particularly delicate situa-
tion in which I was placed, it would have been
the height of imprudence in me to have pur-
sued the business any further upon the single
evidence of a letter; 1 was therefore under the
necessity of appearing satisfied with the expla-
nation, and declined asking Mr. Sullivan any
questions: but retiring from the board, I imme-
diately expressed my doubts to Mr. Fawkener,
the clerk in waiting, and communicated to him
my determination of immediately applying to
Dr. Lynch for a confirmation of his statement
upon oath. I have, in consequence, to request
that you will have the goodness to assure Dr.
Lynch that I am very remote from entertaining
suspicion of his veracity ; but as his statement
to you has been wholly denied upon oath by
Mr. Sullivan, I would recommend that he
should maturely reconsider the business, and
after recalling all the circumstances to his recol-
lection, if he should then be convinced of the
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correctness of his former statement, in that case
I wish that he would re-state it upon oath before
the chief justice, and transmit certified copies
of such affidavit to the Right Honourable
Earl Camden, Secretary of State for the Colo-
nial Department, and to the Right Honourable
Lord Viscount Sidmouth, President of the
Council, which will enable me at a future pe-
riod to bring the business again forward in a
less questionable shape.

“If the statement be really true, no expres-
sion can sufficiently characterise the conduct it
relates to; and if not, it is most extraordinary
that Dr. Lynch should have had so circum-
stantial, and, T might almost say, prophetic .a
dream. As to there being any separate private
instructions to Mr. Fullarton from the secre-
tary of state’s office, that is entirely out of the
question ; but if there really was any secret un-
derstanding, it must have been wholly between
Mr. Fullarton and Mr. Sullivan.  They might,
like true Indian politicians, have prepared two
strings to their bow; and, if the insult of de-
grading me from the high situation of gover-
nor-in-chief to that of a junior commissioner
did not excite my resentment, and occasion my
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immediate resignation, the other mode might
have been reserved as an ultimatum to get rid
of me at all events.

“Do not, my dear sir, delay attendmg to
this business, which is of considerable import-
ance to,

“ Your faithful humble servant, &ec.
“ Tuomas PicTon.”

But before entering into the charges which
were brought against General Picton, within
six months after the appointment of Colonel
Fullarton to the office of first commissioner,
it may not be considered superfluous briefly
to recapitulate from the public documents
the difficulties which he had to encounter
from the period of his first assuming the
government of Trinidad. These documents
represent the population as composed ' of
bad people of every description, — brigands,
refugees, and desperate characters, who had
been implicated in the rebellions and mas-
sacres of all the neighbouring islands, — long
accustomed to a timid and temporizing go-
vernment with no regular police, and living in
an island situated only a few leagues from a



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 107

populous continent inhabited by the enemy,
and presenting an immense extent of unpro-
tected coast, which enabled them to keep up an
almost uninterrupted communication with the
numerous disaffected in the colony. To sub-
due this mass of disaffection, and mould it into
something like a stable government, Colonel
Picton had, in the early and most perilous
period of his arduous duties, a force which
would have been held contemptible even if
the island bad been one of our oldest and most
loyal possessions.

By the monthly return, dated September 1st,
1797, the number of British troops fit for duty
in the garrisons of Trinidad amounted to only
three hundred and fifteen rank and file ; while,
to protect the coast, there were only two guard-
ships, one of these being totally unfit for ser-
vicee. In a letter to Sir Ralph Abercromby,
dated May 29th, 1797, General Picton observes,
“Y receive repeated expresses from the com-
manders of the windward and remote quarters
of the island, representing that the enemy’s
privateers are continually hovering about the
coasts, and keep up a constant communication
with their friends on shore: this they accom-



108 THE LIFE OF

plish without the least risk or danger, as we
have not seen or heard of an English cruiser
off the coast for nearly two months.”

In addition to these means, Governor Picton
had one great difficulty within himself, in being
entirely ignorant of the laws which he had to
administer; for although he was perfectly well
acquainted with the French and Spanish lan-
guages, and had obtained a great insight into
the characters and habits of the people, still
he was not acquainted with the laws of Spain,
although he was to be made amenable to his
country for this omission in his education;
and he was actually tried by the laws of Eng-
land for being ignorant of the laws of Spain:
—a species of knowledge with which even
the judge by whom he was tried was pro-
bably not very conversant, and which was at
least a very pardonable omission in the educa-
tion of a soldier.

When we reflect for a moment upon these
accumulated difficulties and abuses which
Governor Picton had to overcome and correct,
and compare them with the inadequate means
at his disposal, we may wonder that the most
sanguine disposition could under such circuin-
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stances anticipate success : but Picton not only
dared to hope for, but even achieved it.
Colonel Fullarton shall himself bear testimony
to the qualities which enabled him to do so.
During the time that the public attention was
engrossed by this affair, several pamphlets ap-
peared on both sides. Amongst others, Colonel
Fullarton himself assumed the pen, and in his
second pamphlet the following passage occurs :
“On the departure of Sir Ralph Abercrom-
by, in March 1797, Colonel Picton remain-
ed as commandant ; several circumstances, as
before mentioned, concurred to qualify him
for the appointment,— great natural sagacity,
address, activity, and acquaintance with the
French and Spanish languages, without which
it is impossible for any one to be an efficient
ruler of Trinidad.”

But Colonel Fullarton accords him this meed
of praise only that he may afterwards more
unreservedly riot in abuse. 'We shall con-
tinue our quotations from this pamphlet.

« At that time the ungovernable violence and
the systematic tyranny of Colonel Picton were
probably restrained by the respected character
and virtues of Sir Ralph Abercromby from
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displaying anything like the rigour and extent
which they afterwards exhibited, and which he
now describes as the ‘energies of his nature.
From the first month subsequent to Sir Ralph
Abercromby’s departure, Colonel Picton, in his
capacity as commandant, and afterwards gover-
nor of Trinidad, commenced a career marked
with atrocities, which, though I am precluded
at present from detailing, must in some form or
other come before the world, and at all events,
I am warranted in asserting, must be registered
in the records of eternal justice.”

Whether this last sentence is merely a silly
attempt at fine writing, or whether it is intend-
ed to convey a grossly impious hope, we leave to
the reader. But let us hear the Colonel again.

* Colonel Picton contrived very soon to out-
rage and expel the assessor for the Spanish
laws, Don Jurado, and almost every Spanish
and English lawyer, from the settlement, stating
in a letter to a confidential correspondent, that
lawyers were like carrion-crows, who flocked
around carcasses and corruption.

“ A continued series of severities occasioned

the flight of many hundred Spanish peons or
labourers. .
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“ The suspension and imprisonment of Don
Francisco de Castro, Dr. Timbrell, and others,
were only continuations of the same persecut-
ing spirit. All these collective cases, however,
to which I have now referred, convey but a
mutilated and imperfect notion of the con-
nected series of oppressive acts by which Colo-
nel Picton so powerfully enforced the reign
of terror, shut all mouths that dared to speak
against him, and, by the influence of fear, decep_
tion, corruption, and incredible artifice, extorted
addresses praising his vigilance, his vigour, and
his measures, from which he was denominated
by his partisans ¢ the saviour of the island.’”

These are but a few of the charges brought
against General Picton by Colonel Fullarton
in this pamphlet. The reader would, how-
ever, be tired and disgusted by a detail of its
tedious contents. It would be almost impos-
sible, and it is quite unnecessary, to enume-
rate all the charges it contained, and the as-
sertions it put forward; the majority - were
merely the inventions of a malignant spirit,
and the rest were the highly-coloured and ex-
aggerated descriptions of an enemy. There was,
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however, one statement made by Colonel Ful-
larton, which, as it comes within the range of
proof, may serve to show upon what basis he
rested his facts. At p. 40 of this pamphlet
he says—

« A continued series of severities occasioned
the flight of many hundred Spanish peons or
labourers;” and at p. 41, “A great body of
Spanish inhabitants and other foreigners in
Trinidad abandoned the colony.”

This is a tangible assertion, which may be
proved or disproved from official documents. If
true, it certainly raises a strong presumption
against General Picton’s administration ; but, if
false, it furnishes a yet stronger ground for
rejecting the rest of Colonel Fullarton’s testi-
mony ; for we can hardly suppose that a man
who would venture upon a falsehood capable
of immediate disproof, would hesitate at others
which could be examined with difficulty, and
only at a distant period.

General Picton’s friends met it thus:—From
the official return of the population made by
Mr. Mallet, the government surveyor, it ap-
pears that in the year 1797 (when Colonel
Picton commenced his administration) the
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number of inhabitants was 17,718. In 1802
it amounted to 28,427. This was certainly an
increase of 10,709 inhabitants in five years ;—
an unhappy piece of evidence, because its au-
thority was indisputable. But General Pic-
ton’s friends could assume the offensive against
his accuser: they reminded Colonel Fullar-
ton of the public rebuke he received from his
brother commissioner, Sir Samuel Hood,—a
name no less celebrated in our naval, than
that of Picton in our military annals. That
straightforward sailor was ashamed of the dis-
sembling practices of his colleague. Having
in vain tried to co-operate with Colonel Ful-
larton, at length he could restrain his indig-
nation no longer, but addressed him, (in con-
sequence of Colonel Fullarton having caused a
proclamation of the commission to be made and
posted up unknown to his coadjutors,) in the
presence of the whole council of Trinidad, in
the following words :

« I was never consulted respecting the pro-
clamation ; and I am sorry, sir, that you have
so bad a memory. Do you already forget hav-
ing assured me that the proclamation was torn
down by General Picton’s partisans? I am

VOL. 1. I
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ashamed of you; ashamed to be seen in the
same company. Not with you, General Picton
—1I shall be proud to act with you. on all occa-
sions; you have never attempted to impose
upon me; you have allowed me to see my
own way. I have never had any conversa-
tion with General Picton respecting the dis-
agreements; but as for you, sir, (turning to
Mr. Fullarton,) your behaviour has been such,
that nothing but the paramount obligation of
his Majesty’s commission could seat us at the
same board. I shall, however, request to be
relieved as soon as possible from so disagree-
able a situation, with a colleague with whom
I can have no further confidence. I was in
hopes you had been occupied in carrying his
Majesty’s orders into effect, by forwarding the
objects of the commission; but I find, on the
contrary, that every step you have taken has
tended to protract them. You have, in the
most arbitrary, indecent manner, taken advan-
tage of my absence to suspend the public
secretary, contrary to the opinion of the coun-
cil and of your colleague, who protested against
the measure, and advised that the considera-
tion should be postponed until my arrival.
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Instead of cordially co-operating with General
Picton, you seem to have done everything in
your power to inspire him with disgust. The
general dissatisfaction which your proceedings
have given to the public bodies, magistrates,
and respectable people of the colony, is but
too apparent. You are doing everything you
can to ruin the country; but you shall not
effect it —we will not allow you.”

General Picton, in his letter to Lord Hobart,
remarks, that « Mr. Fullarton was so con-
founded by these truths, urged with the manly
and forcible eloquence with which a noble mind
is naturally transported on the discovery of
falsehood and treachery, that he could not utter
a syllable in reply.” Colonel Fullarton, never-
theless, ventured to express himself upon a fu-
ture occasion, when further removed from the
indignant commodore : then he denied that Sir
Samuel Hood had ever made use of such lan-
guage, although he acknowledged that he had
“ uttered many improper and inadmissible ex-
pressions; but,” he adds, “ even if this ha-
rangue had been uttered in my presence, with
all the forcible and manly eloquence so inge-
niously discovered in the enunciations of the

I2
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commodore, it would be the first instance upon
which any sort of eloquence, from the bellow-
ing of a boatswain to the superior emanations
of the most distinguished orators, had ever
silenced or confounded me.”

Sir Samuel Hood never, however, contra-
dicted one word of the report given of his
speech, and was even known to remark the cor-
rectness with which it was recorded. Colonel
Fullarton was evidently unwilling to admit,
and would not readily believe, that Sir Samuel
Hood entertained so unfavourable an opinion
of him; and in several passages of his second
pamphlet he endeavours to show that Com-
modore Hood did not look upon him in so
culpable a light as, from that officer’s remarks,
both verbal and in writing, the world would
have been induced to suppose. In one para-
graph he says, “ The names of Hood, Grinfield,
and Maitland are undoubtedly familiar to the
public mind for important naval and military
services on which they have been employed:
it is unfortunate for the two former of those
characters that they have suffered their well-
earned reputations to be tarnished by a man
whose superior sagacity and artifice, aided by
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the machinations of numerous adherents im-
plicated with him, acquired an ascendency over
their inferior penetration.”

This sentence seems to admit that those,
officers had expressed themselves in a decided
manner as inimical to Colonel Fullarton and
his measures: and the world knows what to
think of opprobrium thrown upon such names
as these.*

» The following letter from Sir Samuel Hood to Earl
Camden, Secretary of State for the Colonial Department,
expresses in still more distinct terms the opinion which he
entertained of the first commissioner.

‘ Centaur, Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, Sept. 1, 1804.
“ My Lorbp,

“ I should do great injustice to myself and my late col-
league, Brigadier-general Picton, if I did not (after reading
a publication of Mr. Fullarton’s respecting the commission at
Trinidad last year) inform your lordship at an early period, of
the fabrication in various passages of words said to have heen
spoken by me. The very harsh expressions and the acri-
mony with which Mr. Fullarton brings forward this epistle,
false almost in every page, are such, that I trust your lord-
ship and others of his Majesty’s ministers will view it as it
deserves. Mr. Fullarton asserts that I consulted the briga-
dier, before the council was assembled, respecting the matters
we were to enter upon; I declare upon my honour mo such
communication ever took place; neither did ever the briga-
dier make use of one expression out of the commission that
could tend to lead me on his side: but I was guided by
honourable sentiments, and not by such duplicity and in-
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Perhaps it may be useful to subjoin a few
more extracts from Colonel Fullarton’s pam-
phlet: they will discover the feelings which
actuated the author in his accusations. We
print them without remark.

“ A gentleman of great reputation in the
literary world found several quires of Colonel
Picton’s printed libel on the counter of a shop,

triguing as was exhibited in every part of Mr. Fullarton’s
transactions. But Mr. Fullarton used every art even to
get Ais lady to aid in leading me into a track that must have
soon destroyed the tranquillity of the colony. This false
philanthropy must now be sufficiently brought to light, so
as to need no comment. He interprets words spoken in
council, in my house, as not agreeing with my colleague:
I give the most perfect contradiction thereto; and I cannot
allow this to pass over without remarking on the means
adopted by persons whom he calls gentlemen, who would
listen to any conversation where their presence was not re-
quired; and it was not probable my servants should listen,
and carry any conversation to the house of the first com-
missioner. I conceive such allegations can only tend to
prove how ready Mr. Fullarton has been to catch at subjects
which 1 should shudder to repeat, had I made use of such
ignoble means to gain the information stated. I will not
trespass longer on your lordship’s time ; and I shall conclude
this in saying, the upright and just measures adopted by the
late governor saved the island: and 1 rest assured his cha-
racter cannot be spoken of too highly, or traduced by the
artful measures of an old intriguing politician.
¢ I have the honour to be, &c.
« Earl Camden, K.B. &c.” “ SamueL Hoop.”
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where: they were used to wrap up the com-
modities sold to customers, and circulated in
that manner.” . :

“ The charges against Colonel Picton were
referred to in my letter to General Grinfield,
dated the 23rd of May 1803: they involve a
mass of criminality such as has never been
brought against any British ruler. If they
were. unfounded in point of fact, then the fa-
bricator of them would have deserved to be
consigned to everlasting infamy and condign
punishment.”

« Those who read the charges, cases, and
statements I have brought forward, will per-
ceive that anything of quarrel on personal
grounds was entirely out of the question. 1
must again repeat, that Colonel Picton went to
war with me because I would not sanction and
adopt a system of government in Trinidad
which, on his part, exhibits a more extended
course of power abused, of good talents applied
to evil purposes, and of more numerous atroci-
ties by one person, than can be equalled in all
the folio volumes of the State Trials, which I
have carefully searched on this occasion.”

« These preliminary explanations appear in-
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dispensable to the comprehension of the means
by which Colonel Picton enforced his system
of oppression, hermetically sealed up all sources
of complaint, and extorted a mass of false and
counterfeit applause; harassing with obloquy
and persecution every one who impeded any
object beneficial to his pecuniary concerns, or
who otherwise fell under his ungovernable re-
sentments.”

“ Colonel Picton affords the strongest illus-
tration of the character, so admirably portray-
ed in Dr. Moore’s Zeluco, of an officer who
could always restrain his temper in perfect for-
bearance and submission on the parade, under
the reprehension of a commanding officer of
such vociferating tendencies as General Grin-
field ; but could never put the rein on his im-
petuous nature when in command, or uncon-
strained by the presence of a superior; and
still less could curb his violence when a poor
soldier or helpless victim was at the mercy of
his resentment.”
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CHAPTER VIIL

Testimonials in favour of General Picton’s abilities and con-
duct.—Flattering Address from the Inhabitants of Trini-
dad to the King.—Realization of Dr. Lynch’s ¢ Prophetic
Dream.”—General Picton’s resignation accepted.—Leaves
Trinidad.—Arrival at Barbadoes.—Joins General Grinfield
in an’ Expedition against St. Lucia and Tobago.—Capture
of the former.— General Orders.—The Fleet sails for
Tobago.— Its Capitulation. — Despatch from the Com-
mander-in-chief.—General Picton appointed Commandant.
—Excitement in England against him.—TIts effects.—
Leaves Tobago.—Arrives in London.—Artful devices to
inflame the British Public.—Their success,

THE reader would doubtless be happy to
turn from the painful narrative of an indi-
vidual endeavouring by every means in his
power to destroy the good name of a man
whose character had hitherto been without
stain, and whose after-life was marked by
the most distinguished services. But much
still remains untold, and the biographer of
Picton unwillingly recalls these now forgotten
calumnies. '
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We will first see what was thought of these
statements at the time by those who possessed
the most ample means of correctly estimating
them.

A few extracts from the correspondence of
the parties are merely necessary to show in
what degree of esteem General Picton was
held, and ‘the light in which the charges
brought against him were viewed by the
officers under whose immediate observation
both the general and Colonel Fullarton were
placed. These distinguished men, without a
single exception, expressed, both verbally and
in print, their unqualified approbation of the
conduct of General Picton ; while, on the other
hand, they spoke in decided censure of his
accuser.

Amongst those who may be mentioned
as the warmest supporters and friends of
General Picton, were Sir Ralph Abercromby ;
Vice-admiral, Sir Samuel Hood; Lord Ho-
bart, at that time secretary for theé eolonial
department ; Generals Grinfield and Maitland
Lieutenant-governor Hislop; Colonels Mo:
sheim, Grant, and Draper; together with Cap-.
tains Champain, Dickson, and Westem, of
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the Royal Navy. Many of these names are so
well known, and their characters are so highly
appreciated, that it is only necessary to give
a few brief extracts from their correspondence,
to prove that General Picton must either
have been the most deceitful, artful, and cor-
rupt private friend or public servant that ever
(in the language of his accuser) “ disgraced
the British name and character :” or that the
blackest malice, falsehood, and treachery were
employed to stigmatize his reputation, and
brand his memory with infamy. It is needless
to give the whole contents of the letters from
which the following extracts are drawn; for,
as direct testimonies of the opinion entertained
of General Picton by their writers, these por-
tions are alone valuable.

In a letter from Lord Hobart, dated July
19th, 1802, he says:—

“ The first official notification I have re-
ceived of any dissatisfaction at your govern-
ment has been from yourself; and I cam only
observe, that the zeal and ability you have
uniformly shown in maintaining the secu-
rity and tranquillity of the Island during the
very critical period of your command, would
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alone call upon me to receive any accounts
of that kind with the greatest circumspec-
tion. (Signed) “ HoBARrT.”

“ To Brigadier-general Picton,
&c. &c.”

Lieutenant-general W. Grinfield, the com-
mander-in-chief in the West Indies, in his
public despatches, dated the 11th and 13th of
August 1803, expresses himself in these strong
and decided terms:—

« Circumstances, unexpected by Colonel Pic-
ton, or by any other person, have placed him
for a little time in a disagreeable situation ; but
I am fully persuaded that his general conduct
has been such as will convince the world of his
merit, and his fame will rise the higher for the
unmerited persecution under which he now
labours. (Signed) “ W. GRINFIELD,

“ Lieutenant-general.”

“ Right Honourable Lord Hobart,
&c. &c.”

At the same time, in his despatches to his
Royal Highness the Duke of York, this officer
observes :—

“The disagreeable situation in which he
{General Picton) has unfortunately, uninten-
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tionally, and disagreeably been placed, through
the extraordinary conduct of Colonel Fullarton,
requires me to desire you particularly to express
my entire satisfaction of Brigadier-general Pic-
ton, both as a soldier and a gentleman.
(Signed) “ W. GRINFIELD,
“ Lieutenant-general.”

¢ Colonel Churton,
« Secretary to H. R. H. the Commander-in-chief.”

Brigadier-general Maitland, who was ordered
to take the military command of the colony in
June 1803, after General Picton had resigned
the office of junior commissioner, thus spoke of
him, in reply to the magistrates and council,
when they waited upon him with an address
upon his being relieved in the command by
Lieutenant-governor Hislop : —

«“ Gentlemen, I am most grateful for this
public testimony of your approbation of my
conduct, for which I return you my warmest
thanks. It rises in my esteem for this reason,
that as I replaced a most distinguished and
meritorious officer, it was more difficult to gain
applause. I will not throw away this opportu-
nity of expressing, in unison with you, that I
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greatly honour and esteem Brigadier-general
Picton. In a period of public danger, when
the colony was beset with traitors, and shaken
by ‘the unruly behaviour of a disorderly sol-
diery, (for such was the major part of the garri:
son in May 1797,) his undisturbed mind awed
the factious, subdued the danger, and saved the
colony. (Signed) “F. R. MarrLanp.”

After these gratifying testimonials of the
high estimation in which General Picton was
held by those distinguished men who had an
immediate opportunity of observing his cha-
racter and actions, we are prepared to view the
persecution which he had so long to endure
with less pain, because we feel that they were
unable to deprive him of the esteem of those
of his friends whose approbation was most
valuable.

We have deviated somewhat from strict
chronological order in canvassing in this place
charges - which were not made public until
eighteen months afterwards. But it has been
deemved more convenient to introduce them
here; and to dispose of their credibility ‘whilst
feviewing the conduct upon which they pur:
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ported to be founded. Their evidence we
have thus examined : their influence upon the
fartunes of the subject of our memoir must
occur again in our narrative. It is now, how-
ever, necessary to trace the career of General
Picton until his return to England.

It has already been observed, that, feeling
insulted by the appointment which he now
held, General Picton tendered his resignation,
While the accumulated insults of the first
commissioner made him particularly desirous of
being released from his disagreeable situation,
he was at the same time apprehensive lest an
address which the inhabitants (hearing of his
intention) had sent to the King, praying his Ma-
jesty not to accept the resignation of their go-
vernor, might be the means of compelling him
to remain. Every succeeding day convinced him
that Colonel Fullarton was either appointed to,
or had taken upon himself, the duty of investi-
gator into his past conduct ; and General Picton,
upan: more than one occasion, expressed his en-
tire conviction: that the first commissioner was
privately instructed to make out a case against
him sufficiently strong to procure his removal.
If this were true, as indeed there seems .but
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too much reason to believe, it was mean
and pitiful conduct on the part of the govern-
ment to intrude a mere spy into the confi-
dence of a man whom it dared not open-
ly attack, in order to work his ruin, and to
use a mere tool for the accomplishment of
an object so disgraceful to its members per-
sonally. It is but reasonable to suppose
that Governor Picton was deemed guilty
of something censurable: how absurd, then,
that in order to disguise or qualify the in-
quiry, he was complimented upon his con-
duct, and appointed (doubtless as a reward)
one of the commission to inquire into his
own culpability ! It is curious to observe how
accurately the facts of this affair coincided
with what General Picton called ““ Dr. Lynch’s
prophetic dream.”

It will be remembered, that on the 4th
of January, Mr. Commissioner Fullarton ar-
rived in Trinidad, and according to the words
of Dr. Lynch’s affidavit Mr. Sullivan informed
him, “that in all probability General Picton
would be ordered to return to England before
six months.” On the 31st of May, being four
days within the six months, General Picton
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received a communication from Lord Hobart,
stating that « his Majesty had been pleased to

£2]

accept his resignation:” and a few days after
this announcement he was superseded in the
military command of the Island by the follow-
ing general order of the commander-in-chief,

Lieutenant-general Grinfield.

« GENERAL ORDERS.
« Head-quarters, Barbadoes, June 11th, 1803.

« Brigadier-general Maitland is to relieve
Brigadier-general Picton in the command of
the troops in the Island of Trinidad.

‘¢ Brigadier-general Maitland is to proceed to
Trinidad with as little delay as possible ; and
Brigadier-general Picton, on his being relieved,
has the leave of the commander of the forces
to remain any time he thinks necessary at Tri-
nidad to settle his affairs, and he may then pro-
ceed to Barbadoes or to Europe, as he pleases,
specifying his intention as soon as possible to
the commander of the forces.

(Signed) “ (GE0. B. MORDEN,
« Lieut.-colonel, Dep. Adj.-general.
« ALEX. P1TMaN, Brigadier-major.”

VOL. I. K
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Thus Colonel Fullarton did investigate the

conduct of the late governor, and General Pic-
ton did resign within six months.
- In judging between the -contradictory affi-
davits of Dr. Lynch and Mr. Sullivan, we may
certainly, therefore, remember that the coinci-
dence of facts strongly corroborates that of the
former gentleman.

General Picton had little to detain him at
Trinidad, and accordingly, on the 14th of June,
he embarked for Barbadoes. According to
Colonel Fullarton, “he embarked in the dark,
on board the Nelly, armed schooner, for Barba-
does ; not daring, as it appeared, to face an
injured and exasperated people, after he was
divested of the support arising from the eivil
and military power with which he had been
formerly invested.”. .

The following brief extract from a modern .
and authentic work upon the West Indies
gives, however, a somewhat different impres-
sion with regard to the estimation in which
General Picton was held by those who were
so lately subject to his authority. “On the
23rd of April 1808,” says Mr. Southey, in his
Chronological History of the West Indies,
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“the inhabitants of Trinidad presented their
governor, Brigadier-general Picton, with a
sword, upon his resigning the government of
that Island. They also sent an address to the
King, praying him not to accept of their gover-
nor’s resignation.”

Brigadier-general Picton arrived in Carlisle
Bay, Barbadoes, at the moment when the ex-
pedition was about to sail for the purpose of
retaking the islands of St. Lucia and Tobago
from the French. General Grinfield readily
availed himself of Brigadier-general Picton’s
offer to join the expedition, and expressed
much satisfaction in employing the services of
so meritorious an officer. Colonel Fullarton,
in his second pamphlet, seems to consider it
necessary to offer an apology for General Grin-
field, for this “improper deviation from prin-
ciples of military duty;” and accordingly ven-
tures to “ avow the belief that General Grin-
field was induced to employ Brigadier-general
Picton at -St. Lucia and Tobago, by a strong
desire to conciliate Commodore Hood, with
whom it was most essential for the public ser-
vice that he should continue to act on terms of
cordiality and co-operation; which, it is per-

K 2
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fectly evident, could not have been the case
had General Grinfield refused to gratify the
commodore in protecting Brigadier Picton.”
That General Grinfield could have done with-
out this officious apology will readily be be-
lieved, upon a recollection of the observations
already quoted, which were made upon Briga-
dier-general Picton by his commander in his
despatches after the successful issue of this ex-
pedition ; of the operations of which a brief
account is subjoined.

« At daylight, on the 21st of June, the
expedition for the attack of St. Lucia, under
the command of Commodore Hood and Gene-
ral Grinfield, was off the north end of that
Island. In the course of the day, the greater
part of the troops were disembarked in Choc
Bay. About half-past five the out-posts of the
enemy were driven in, the town of Costries
was taken, and a summons sent to the French
commandant, Brigadier Nogues. Upon the re-
ceipt of his refusal, it was determined upon by
the British commanders that the Morne For-
tune should be stormed the following morning
at four o'clock ; which was accordingly done,
and the place carried in about half an hour.”*
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General Grinfield, in his despatches, states,
“that notwithstanding the spirited resistance
of the French, yet no sooner were the works
carried by assault, and the opposition no longer
existed, than every idea of animosity seemed
to cease, and not a French soldier was either
killed or wounded.” The Island was, in conse-
quence, unconditionally restored to the British
government.

In the ‘“general orders” issued upon this
occasion by the commander of the forces, after
remarking upon the gallant behaviour of the
second battalion of the Royals, and the Sixty-
fourth regiment, he concludes by saying, “ he
is very sorry that the Sixty-eighth regiment,
by its being in reserve under Brigadier-gene-
ral Picton, was not in the action; otherwise
there can be no doubt but they would have
merited an equal report, as was evinced by a
small detachment of that regiment in a feint
attack under the command of Lieutenant-co-
lonel Shipley.”

After having secured the possession of this
conquest, the troops were again embarked,
and the fleet got under weigh for the Island
of Tobago, where it arrived on the 30th of
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June. General Grinfield immediately sent to
demand the surrender of the place to his
Britannic Majesty, at the same time proceed-
ing to land his troops; the advanced column
of which, headed by Brigadier-general Pic-
ton, pushed on without delay, in order to
urge the reply to the summons. The French
general (Berthier) being, however, apprised of
the force of the British, and of the taking of
St. Lucia, agreed to capitulate the same day;
anda according to the despatch of General
Grinfield, “the French garrison marched out
with the honours of war, laying down their
arms after passing the guard of honour under
the command of Brigadier-general Picton.”

In the general orders the following remark
occurs :—* The advance march of the first
column, consisting of two companies of the
Sixty-fourth regiment and five companies of
the Third West India regiment, under Briga-
dier-general Picton, which was in all proba-
bility the cause of the speedy surrender, is
entitled to military commendation.”

To express in a most convincing rmanner
the unshaken confidence: which thé comman-
der of the forces reposed’in ‘General Picton
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he appointed him, without any solicitation,
commandant of the Island of Tobago; this
situation, however, he was enabled to hold for
a very short period, as he was within a few
weeks informed that Colonel Fullarton and his
associates had left Trinidad for England, with
a series of charges affecting his honour and
humanity.

The reader will not have forgotten the
highly flattering testimony in General Pic-
ton’s favour, which we recently extracted from
General Grinfield’s correspondence with Lord
Hobart and the Duke of York. At this
time Colonel Fullarton had preferred no less
than thirty-six criminal processes against his
predecessor before the council of Trinidad
What General Grinfield thought of these
accusations, his acts and his correspondence
alike testify ; and so far was his view of the
circumstances concurred with by all who knew
anything of Trinidad, that in the West In-
dies, where it may be supposed there was
a better opportunity of judging of the facts,
it was pretty -generally thought that Colonel
Fullarton had much more need of an apology
for his behaviour towards Governor Picton, than
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General Grinfield for employing that officer’s
services.

During the short period that General Picton
held the appointment of commandant of Toba-
go, he received every flattering attention from
the local authorities, and upon his departure,
many complimentary letters of regret. But
no time was to be lost: he received several
communications from his friends in England,
informing him of the horrible tales of cruelty
that were current concerning him, and that the
public were becoming exasperated against the
“cruel governor who had been guilty of such
excesses.”

Upon receiving these statements, he felt
that indignation which every honourable man
must experience when he knows himself to
be charged with crimes of which his conscience
tells him he is innocent. His only anxiety
was to be upon the field with his enemies ;
for with that idea so common to a neble mind,
he thought that to be innocent was enough
to enable him to prove it. Few are aware
how difficult is the task of disproving any
accusation, however unfounded or gross, so as
ito leave the individual free fromn the insinua-



SIR THOMAS PICTON, 187

tions of envy or malice. The world always
gives the accuser credit for some authority to
support the charge; and, unless the indi-
vidual against whom it be brought can dis-
prove the fact by sufficient evidence, believes
him guilty : so that the accusation is received
upon presumed authority, while the vindica-
tion is not admitted unless confirmed by clear
and acknowledged testimonies.

Let us imagine the situation of Governor
Picton, when Colonel Fullarton, shortly after
his arrival in Trinidad, preferred against him
the six-and-thirty processes before alluded to:
what ingenuity or exertion could procure suffi-
cient evidence to disprove these imputations
to the satisfaction of the world? A life passed
in acts of constant benevolence and virtue
would not have obtained for him an unsullied
reputation. He might be acquitted by those
in possession of just or liberal sentiments ; but
the world would still say, “ He never got well
out of all those charges.”

General Picton arrived in London in’ the
month of October, and soon discovered the
truth of the statements of his friends. The
daily prints were occasionally reminding the
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public, (doubtless at the instigation of his
enemies,) that “the blood-stained Governor of
Trinidad wasin England, and that the friends
of humanity were preparing to bring him
before the bar of offended justice, there to

expiate his crimes;” while, in more indirect
terms, the prejudice of the British people was
enlisted on the side of the prosecutors by cer-
tain hints, such as, < His Majesty’s Government
is to institute an inquiry into the conduct of
a late governor, whose unheard-of cruelties will
harrow up the feelings, and call forth the indig-
nation, of every sensitive and virtuous mind.”

Neither exertion nor expense was spared
in order to ensure the ends of the prosecutors;
their only wish was to prove him guilty ; his
acquittal would bring disgrace upon themselves,
and be the means of clearing him from the
many calumnies with which they had attempt-
ed to overwhelm him. Corruption and per-
jury were even employed, in order to mislead
the judges, and stir up the vindictive feelings
‘of the public against “one of those men whose A
unprecedented cruelties, according to the state-
ment of Lord Walsingham, « had déluged our
colonies with human -blpod.”
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In addition to these exciting and unjust
means, the press, that guide to popular opinion,
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