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THE LIFE

OF

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL
SIR THOMAS PICTON,

G.C.B.

CHAPTER 1.

The route of the enemy followed.—Colonel Napier’s His-
tory and General Picton’s Letter.—Affair of Sabugal.—
Picton’s projected attack.—Retreat of the French army.
—Battle of Fuentes de Onoro.—General Picton’s letter
relative to this engagement.—Unsuccessful attempt to
relieve Almeida.—Battle of Albuera.—Siege of Badajoz.

THE allied army followed the route of the
enemy by easy marches until the 29th; Gene-
ral Picton having still to lead his troops over
almost inaccessible paths amidst the mountains.
The striking similarity of statements between
Colonel Napier's history and General Picton’s
letter is here well worthy of remark. The

VOL. II. B
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historian observes : — « Early on the 29th,
the third, sixth, and light divisions, and -two
regiments of light cavalry, disposed in five
columns of attack on a half-circle round the
foot of the Guarda mountain, ascended by as
many paths, all leading upon the town of
Guarda, and outflanking both the right and
left of the enemy. 'They were supported on
one wing by the militia, on the other by the
fiftth division, and in the centre by the first
and seventh divisions. A battle was expect-
ed, but the absence of Ney* was at once felt
by both armies: the appearance of the allied
columns for the first time threw the French
into the greatest confusion; and, without fir-
ing a shot, this great and nearly impregnable
position was abandoned.”

The colonel then adds, that “ had the pur-
suit been as vigorous as the attack, it is not

* According to Colonel Napier's history, Massena had
deprived Ney of the command of the sixth corps, and given
it to Loison. Whether General Picton was aware of this
is uncertain; but as he pays a high compliment to Ney
for the manner in which he conducted the retreat, it may
be necessary to remark that the change was only made
about one day previous to the date of General Picton’s
letter ; consequently it is only reasonable to suppose that it
was yet unknown in the allied army.
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~easy to see how the second corps could have
rejoined Massena. Regnier, however, quitted
Belmonte in the night, and recovered his com-
munication with a loss of only three hundred
prisoners, although the horse artillery and ca-
valry had been launched against him at day-
light on the 30th ; and much more could have
been done if General Slade had pressed his
cavalry forward with the celerity and vigour
the occasion required.”

A reference to the passage in General
Picton’s letter relating to this movement will
evince the correspondence of facts; but it
should be particularly remarked, that the date
of General Picton’s letter is the very same as
that upon which this operation took place,
and it must actually have been written while
the tramp of the retreating foe was almost
sounding in his ears. Colonel Napier’s ob-
servation that the pursuit of the enemy was
not so vigorous as the attack, is certainly not
borne out by General Picton’s statement,
wherein he says :

« Massena himself, with full twenty thousand
men, was on the heights and in the city of
Guarda when I made my appearance at nine

B 2



4 THE LIFE OF

oclock in the morning with three British and
two Portuguese regiments.” This would imply
that the advance, at least; of the third division
was sufficiently bold and rapid to produce any
advantages which pursuit could obtain; but
~whether it was from any delay in bringing for-
ward the other divisions, or that the enemy’s
reserve was in too great force for the aliies to
hazard any attack, a judgment may be formed
by the succeeding passage of General Picton’s
letter :

“ This famous general (Massena),” he con-
tinues, “ certainly showed little determination
or talent on the occasion. With his great supe-
riority of force, he should immediately have
attacked me, notwithstanding the excellence of
my position, which, independent of its strength,
had a most commanding appearance; but he
allowed me to remain within four hundred
yards of his main body, threatening his rear,
for above two hours before the other columns
made their appearance. But, of course, their
movements alarming him, at the same time
decided him not to hazard an attack, the
failure of which would probably have brought
on the total discomfiture of his army.”
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From this it is quite evident, that whatever
degree of censure may be attributed to the
allies for not following up the pursuit with
necessary vigour, still General Picton and his
division are exempt; for it is shown that he
had to wait two hours until the other columns.
made their appearance.* General Picton at
the same time agrees with Colonel Napier, that
much more might have been done had the
cavalry been pressed on ; but Picton, it will
be perceived, attributes the neglect of this im-
portant movement to the difficulties of the
country and the badness of the roads, which,

in his opinion, rendered it impracticable. Ap-

* As these columns came up, the different stafl’ officers
were making constant use of their glasses, in endeavours to
discover the movements of the enemy.  One of these, whilst
looking at an unfinished fort on the left of the position,
remarked to Sir Edward Pakenham, who was near, « We
shall have some sharp work there; that place is full of men.”
The gallant Sir Edward immediately fixed his glass on the
fort, and, after observing for a short time, said, ¢ Full of
men ! —yes, it is full of men; but, by G—d, they 've all red
jackets!” A further reconnoissance was quickly made, when
it was soon discovered that this was Picton’s division, which
had thus early got possession of the fort, after driving the
enemy out with such precipitation that they actually left
their kettles on the fires, containing their meat, which thus
became a most acceptable prize to Picton’s soldiers.
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parently unwilling to quit Portugal entirely,
Massena lost no opportunity of arresting the
progress of the allies; and on the 8rd of April
he attempted to make another stand on the
Coa, which brought on the affair of Sabugal.
Colonel Beckwith’s brigade of the light division,
four companies of the Ninety-fifth, with two
squadrons of cavalry, and three companies of
Colonel Elder’s Cagadores, supported by the
Forty-third regiment, for a long time bore the
‘whole brunt of the fight. This was occasioned
by the attack being made somewhat prema-
turely. Colonel Napier, in speaking of this
affair, observes :

“The troops could not gain their respective
posts of attack with that simultaneous regula-
rity which is so essential to success ; and in the
light division no measures were taken by Sir
William Erskine to put the columns in a right
direction ; the brigades were not even held
together: he carried off the cavalry without
even communicating with Colonel Beckwith ;
and this officer, who commanded the first bri-
gade, being without instructions, halted at a ford
in expectation of further orders. While thus
waiting, a staff’ officer rode up, and somewhat
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bastily asked, why he did not attack ? The

thing appeared rash, but, with an enemy in his

front, he could make no reply ; wherefore, pass- )
ing the river, which was deep and rapid, he

mounted a very steep wooded hill on the -
other side.”

The rain and mist for a time concealed
their approach ; but, as they drew nearer, they
found that they were close to the left of the
enemy’s main body, and opposed to a large
column in front. None of the other divisions
had yet reached their destination, and this
small force was consequently in a very perilous
situation. A most severe struggle ensued : at-
tacked on all sides, and occasionally compelled
to give way to the overwhelming pressure of
the column to which they were opposed, still
they recovered their ground the next moment
at the point of the bayonet. "Three successive
charges were made by the Forty-third regiment
with a resolution and courage which could not
be resisted ; thrice they beat back the solid
masses of the French, and repulsed the attacks
of their cavalry: but all would have been in
vain ; the whole force of the enemy had been
called up, and were about to close in upon this
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heroic little band, when firing was heard om
their left. 'This was from the leading brigade
of the ¢ fighting division,” under Major-ge-
neral Colville.

An individual who belonged to one of the
regiments forming this brigade, alluding to its
progress to the point of attack, observes, «“ As
we advanced up the hill we formed line. Ge-
neral Picton rode up in front of us, with his
stick over his shoulder,* exposed to the hea-
vy fire of the enemy, as composed as if he
had been in perfect safety. ©Steady! my lads,
steady! said he ; ¢don’t throw away your fire
until 1 give you the word of command.’” And
not a shot was fired until within a few yards
of the enemy’s right ; but then a volley was
poured in close and true. A cheer at the same

ment was caught up by Beckwith’s almost

General Picton was in the constant habit of riding with
a stick in his hand, and even in the heat of battle he some-
times retained it. When the firing commenced, he might be
observed tapping the mane of his horse, at measured inter-
vals, in proportion to its rapidity ; as it became quicker, and
the fight grew warmer, this movement of the stick would
be increased both in velocity and force, until at length the

horse would become restive. But this seldom drew Picton’s

attention off, as his firm seat saved him from all apprehen-
sion of a fall.
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exhausted soldiers, and the attack was renewed
with fresh energy. The head of Major-gene-
ral Dunlop’s column was now seen crossing the
bridge of the Coa, and ascending the heights
on the enemy’s right flank, while the cavalry
appeared on the high ground in the rear of
their left. These movements compelled Reg-
nier to desist from his attack upon the ap-
parently devoted band against which he was
about to lead his reserves, and Colonel Beck-
with and his brigade were rescued from the
perilous situation in which they had been thus
rashly placed.

It is, however, only justice to the memory
of this brave officer and the soldiers under his
command to conclude our account of this affair
with the observations contained in Lord Wel-
lington’s despatch. < Although,” says his lord-
ship, “ the operations of this day were, by
unavoidable accidents, not performed in the
manner in which I intended they should be, I
consider the action that was fought by the light
division, by Colonel Beckwith’s brigade prin-
cipally, with the whole of the second corps, to
be one of the most glorious that British troops
were ever engaged in.”
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The allies bivouacked on the field of battle,
and consequently the victory, although dearly
bought, was theirs.

General Picton was not, however, content-
ed with merely driving the enemy from the
field; upon reconnoitring their position, he
perceived what he considered to be a most
favourable opportunity for attacking a hill in
his front. A considerable force occupied this
post with some artillery; but General Picton
felt confident that he could drive back the
French and seize their guns. The other divi-
sions had already halted ; but Picton was so
convinced of the advantages to be gained by
securing this post, that he was on the point of
leading his men forward upon his own respon-
sibility, observing to an aid-de-camp, «“ We
must drive the enemy from that hill, or we
shall have done no good.” But at this moment
an aid-de-camp came up from the commander
of the forces, directing him to halt his division
for the night. General Picton was always
anxious to fulfil his instructions, although he
sometimes ventured to give them a rather free
interpretation; consequently, with much dis-
appointment, he immediately halted his divi-
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sion. The advantages of his projected attack
were, however, apparent on the following
morning ; for the enemy, upon the advance
of the allies, hurried off, and with some diffi-
culty were enabled to save nine guns, which
were attached to this corps, and which, had
the attack been briskly made on the previous
evening, would in all probability have been
captured.

The retreat was continued ; and on the 5th of
April the whole of Portugal, excepting Almeida,
was freed from French troops at the point of
the bayonet. This invasion was calculated to
have cost Massena above thirty thousand of
his best soldiers.

The following letter from General Picton to
Mr. Marryat, written about this period, will be
read with interest : ’

“ Amedillia, Spain, 18th April.
“ MY DEAR SIR,

“ I have had the pleasure of receiving your
letter of the 12th of March, and one by Mr.
——, whom I took the earliest opportunity of
recommending to the particular attention of
Mr. Kennedy, the commissary-general, who, 1
am sure, will give him every opportunity of
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becoming useful to the publie, and eventually
to himself. This letter is written, as you will
not fail to observe, from Spain. We have ef-
fectually driven the French out of Portugal,
with the single exception of Almeida, (where
they have a small garrison,) which we have in-
vested, but cannot besiege, for want of batter-
ing cannon; but as it is entirely cut off from
any possible communication with the French
army in Spain, it must submit in the course of
a few weeks.

“ Whilst we have been employed in pur-
suing Massena, the rascally Spaniards took an
opportunity of treacherously giving the enemy
possession of Badajoz, which obliged ILord
Wellington, in the midst of his movements
after Massena, to detach Sir W. C. Beresford,
and a principal division of the army, consist-
ing of sixteen British regiments, and nearly
as many Portuguese battalions, to oppose Mar-
shal Mortier, who is now shut up in Badajoz
with about five thousand. If he succeeds in
compelling him to surrender, as we confidently
hope he will, the business of Portugal will be
completely settled for some time; but from
all T have seen of the Spaniards, I have little,
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indeed no hopes of their ever being able to do
anything. :

« ] find Maitland goes out to Sicily; he will
be an honour to his country wherever he is
employed.

« If anything can be done to prevent my
being engaged with Mr. M‘Donald’s affairs,
pray endeavour to effect it. I would willingly
make great sacrifices to get rid of this last West
Indian concern, which hangs so heavily about
my neck.

“ Nothing can be worse than the existing
government of this country, and unless the
Princess Regent of Portugal determines to get
rid of all the rascally factions, by appointing
Lord Wellington Vice-Regent, with full powers
to administer the government, everything will
shortly be as bad as ever here. The Portuguese
army, for want of being properly recruited, is
rapidly falling off every day. They scarcely
bring twenty thousand bayonets into the field
now, and in the course of another year they
will not bring fifteen thousand, unless some
more effectual mode of executing the existing
laws be had recourse to. Two regiments at-
tached to my division, the establishment of
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which is two thousand five hundred men, do
not bring one thousand two hundred into the
field, and this is pretty generally the proportion
throughout the army. The men are well dis-
posed, good subjects, and I have found them,
on all occasions, show an excellent spirit, and
no want of courage in the face of the enemy.
“Your very faithful,
“ Humble servant,
«“T. Picron.”

To reduce Almeida was the next important
measure. The opportunity was favourable, and
the army was in consequence placed in canton-
ment around this fortress, so as to effect its total
investment. Having thus disposed of the allied
army, I.ord Wellington, leaving the command
to General Sir Brent Spencer, the senior officer,
next proceeded to inspect the Army of the
South, which still kept the field, with Marshal
Beresford at its head. Massena had not, how-
ever, given up all hope of succouring Almeida:
the allies were much pressed for provisions, but
the fortress was quite destitute; and Massena
knew, that unless he could succeed in throwing
in some supplies, General Brennier (who was in
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command) would be compelled to surrender.
Urging forward his reinforcements, the French
general resolved to attempt to raise the siege;
and on the 2nd of May he crossed the Agueda
near Ciudad Rodrigo, and marched upon.Al-
meida, with the hope of supplying the garrison
with provisions. Lord Wellington returned to
the army on the 28th of April, just in time to
meet the plans of Massena, who, on the 3rd of
May, put his whole force in motion, with the
apparent intention of risking a battle for the
defence of the fortress. :

The battle of Fuentes de Onoro ensued. The
third division upon this. memorable . occasion
occupied, in conjunction with the first, a posi-
tion in the rear of the village of Fuentes de
Onoro, the light troops being in the houses and
defensible posts in front. Towards evening a
most furious attack was made upon this part
of the position by the whole of the sixth and
part of the ninth corps of the enemy. A heavy
cannonade was opened upon the village, which,
being partly situated in a ravine, was neces-
sarily much exposed. The enemy’s light troops
attacked the third and first divisions of the
allied army with great bravery and persever-
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ance. The cannonade from the neighbouring
heights, together with the numbers of the ene-
my, made them for a moment waver; but at
this critical juncture a gallant charge made by
the Seventy-first regiment, with Lieutenant-
colonel Cadogan at their head, determined at
once the question of occupation for the night;
the Twenty-fourth and Seventy-ninth reg{-
ments being at the same time ordered to cap-
ture and maintain possession of the village.*
The approach of evening put an end to the
conflict; but with the morning it was expected
that it would be renewed : Massena had, how-
ever, found greater difficulty than he had anti-
cipated in forcing this post; and when the Bri-
tish line, with the first dawn of day, got under
arms, no appearance of attack was perceptible.
Still it was evident, as the day advanced, that
preparations were being made for a more com-

* The spirited conduct of Lieutenant-colonel Williams
of the Sixtieth, who commanded the light troops of Pic-
ton’s division upon. this occasion, and who in the most
gallant manner defended the village against the repeated
attacks of the enemy, called forth the warmest eulogiums
from General Picton and the whole army. He was badly

wounded during the action; but it was not until after this
event that the light troops were arrestéd in their successful

opposition.
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bined and general movement: additional troops,
especially cavalry, were seen coming in from
all parts; staff-officers were galloping about
in all directions reconnoitring the British posi-
tion. The 4th, however, passed without a shot
being fired. I.ord Wellington and his whole
army had not a doubt but that the attack
would be made on the ensuing day ; neither
were they disappointed, as will be seen by the
following letter from General Picton to his
uncle, General W. Picton.

« Nava d’Aver, May 12th, 1811.
“ My pEAr UNCLE,

“I received the letter with which you fa-
voured me when near Pombal, and take the
first opportunity to acknowledge it. I know
there is no subject so interesting to you as our
movements; and while so near the enemy,
I can think of no other to write upon. You of
course know by this time that we have at length
succeeded in driving Massena quite out of Por-
tugal. Lord Wellington’s plans throughout the
pursuit appear to have been to avoid as much
as possible a general engagement; for, although
retreating, the enemy is still too strong for us

VOL. II. c
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to meet him on open ground. He is, in fact,
more frightened than hurt, and more alarmed
by what might have happened if he had stayed
any longer in Portugal than by any real injury.
In consequence, our movements have all been
to keep up this alarm, by giving him no time
for reflection, and, by constantly outflanking
his position, compelling him either to continue
his retreat, or give us battle at a disadvantage.
Fortunately he has preferred the former; for
the result of the latter would have depended
a good deal upon the behaviour of our allies.
Hitherto they have behaved very well, and will
perhaps stand when it comes to a matter of
importance; but they do not seem to handle
the bayonet so well as our soldiers.

“ Massena having crossed the frontier into
Spain, we commenced the blockade of Almeida
early in April; but, after lying in this state of
inactivity for about three weeks, we were arous-
ed by the sudden advance of Massena to succour
the garrison. He crossed the Agueda on the 2nd
of May with his whole army, and without much
delay attempted to force a passage to Almeida;
but we took up a strong position between
bim and that place, having rather an exten-
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sive line, the left resting on Fort Conception,
and the right near Fuentes de Onoro. A good
deal .of skirmishing took place in this village
on the evening of the 3rd May, during which
the light troops of the division, under Lieu-
tenant-colonel Williams of the Sixtieth, be-
haved in a very gallant manner, repulsing the
French at every point, until Colonel Williams
being badly wounded, the enemy’s efforts were
attended with some success; but he was repuls-
ed by the Seventy-first regiment, which made
a spirited charge and drove the enemy from
the village for the night.

“ We fully expected an attack upon the fol-
lowing day, but it was passed by the enemy
in reconnoitring and making fresh dispositions,
apparently for a more general attack: these dis-
positions were met by a corresponding change
in our position. At daylight on the 5th we
were again attacked by the French in great
force, and we were soon engaged in rather a
serious affair; when, as usual, the principal
share of the fighting fell to the third division,
which was supported on its right by the first,
under Sir Brent Spencer; the light division
under General Crawfurd, supported by the

c 2
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cavalry, occupying the ground on the extreme
right of our position.

“ The village of Fuentes de Onoro was .still
the principal object of attack; but it was de-
fended in the most determined manner by the
Seventy-first, Twenty-fourth, and Seventy-
ninth regiments. The firing was kept up with
great spirit by these troops, and they succeed-
ed in keeping possession of the place for some
hours against the repeated attacks of the French,
supported by a tremendous cannonade. About
two o'clock, however, these regiments began
to give way, and fall back upon some more
defensible ground in the rear of the village;
when at this moment the Eighty-eighth re-
giment, under Colonel Wallace, and led by
Major-general Mackinnon, was ordered to move
up and support them. This was done in ad-
mirable order; and they made so overwhelming
a charge through the streets, that they drove
the enemy from the village with immense loss.*

* ¢« General Picton had had occasion to check this re-
giment (the Eighty-eighth) for some plundering affair they
had been guilty of ; when he was so offended at their con-
duct, that, in addressing them, he told them they were
¢ the greatest blackguards in the army.” But as he was
always as ready to bestow praise as censure where it was due,
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Neither did he make any fresh efforts to re-
gain it, but contented himself by keeping up
a heavy but not very destructive cannonade
upon the village.

« During these operations the light division,
under General Crawfurd, was rather roughly
handled by the enemy’s cavalry; and had this
arm of the French army been as daring and
active upon this occasion as they were when
following us to the lines of Torres Vedras,
they would doubtless have cut off the light di-
vision to a man, and probably have destroyed
our cavalry; but they let the golden moment
pass, and I hope they will never have another.
Our loss has been very severe, more especially
in the third division. We have got possession
of the ruins of Almeida; for the commandant,
General Brennier, after blowing up several of
the fortifications, on the night of the 10th, con-
trived to pass through our blockading regi-

when they were returning from this gallant and effective
charge he exclaimed, ¢ Well done the brave Eighty-eighth !’
Some of them, who had been stung by his former reproaches,
cried out, ¢ Are we the greatest blackguards in the army
now? Picton smiled, as he replied, ¢ No, no; you are
brave and gallant soldiers: this day has redeemed your cha-
racter.” ”—Eventful Life of a Soldier.
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ments without being observed until too late
to do him any serious injury ; and, in conse-
quence, he was enabled to form'a junction with
Massena, having sustained but little loss.

“ We have been inactive for a few days; but
affairs are assuming a threatening aspect in the
south, and perhaps you will next hear from me
near Badajoz.

» * o * * *
“ Always, my dear uncle, very sincerely and

truly yours, o P
H. PicTon.”

The firing continued for some time after
the French had been driven from the village
of Fuentes de Onoro, but without doing any
serious injury to those who held it; although
much blood was spilt upon this occasion, with
but little advantage to either party.

Lord Wellington still maintained his position
between Almeida and the supplies which Mas-
sena was desirous of throwing into that garrison.
The French general did not make a second at-
tempt upon the following day, although a con-
tinuation of the battle was fully anticipated by
the allies. It has been a subject of much dis-
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cussion amongst military men, what could
induce Massena so readily to abandon his ob-
ject ; as his loss was not sufficiently great, and
his position remained the same; in fact, the
French as well as the allies claimed the victory;
although, as the British succeeded in their ob-
Ject of preventing supplies being thrown into
Almeida, while the enemy failed in effecting
that for which they fought the battle, the
decision of this mere point of honour is
obvious. Massena was so little satisfied with
the result of the attack, that on the 8th and
9th his army was in motion to the rear; but
whether to attempt to force the British line
at another point, or recross the frontier,
was at first doubtful. On the 10th, however,
he drew his whole force over the Agueda,
and thus left Almeida to its fate. The con-
duct of the governor of this fortress was both
skilful and daring. As we have already seen
from General Picton’s letter, he contrived to
elude the vigilance of the blockading regiments,
and, after blowing up the fortifications, effected
a junction with the second corps of the French
army, under Regnier. This was a source of
much disappointment to the British army ; and
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the regiments whose duty it was to have pre-
vented this manceuvre were for some time ex-
posed to the jeers of their companions.

Upon the return of the French army to
Spain after this unsuccessful attempt to relieve
Almeida, the command was conferred on Mar-
mont, who had been created Duke of Ragusa ;
Massena being recalled to answer for the re-
verses which he had sustained, and to quiet the
discontent of his subordinate generals.

A brief respite of a few days followed this
second retreat, during which General Picton
was ordered to rest his division at Nava
d’Aver. But he was not long inactive, for
some rather important events were now taking
place in the south. Marshal Beresford had
laid siege to Badajoz; and about the period of
Massena’s defeat at Fuentes de Onoro and sub-
sequent retreat it was fully invested, and the bat-
teries of the besiegers had been erected. Soult,
however, who was in command of the Army of
the South, and was aware of the smallness of
the force under Beresford and the inefficiency
of his means, determined, if possible, to raise
the siege before any assistance could arrive from
Lord Wellington. But that general, as if anti-
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cipating the plans of his opponents, immediately
he had made the necessary arrangements to
guard against.any further attack in front, and
was convinced that no renewal of active hostili-
ties was to be apprehended in that direction,
placed the army in cantonments between Al-
meida and the Spanish frontier, and then set off
with the utmost expedition to superintend the
siege of Badajoz.

The third and seventh divisions were ordered
to follow him without loss of time ; and accord-
ingly General Picton broke up the cantonments
of his division, and with the seventh, under
General Houston, commenced his march by thg
route of Castello Branco, Niza, Portalegre, and
Campo Mayor. The very day, however, upon
which these divisions were put in motion to re-
inforce Marshal Beresford, that general was com-
pelled to give battle to Soult near the village
of Albuera. Lord Wellington was proceeding
at a rapid pace to the scene of threatened hostili-
ties, while Soult was moving with equal rapidi-
ty to relieve the besieged garrison; and Beres-
ford found himself under the necessity of either
advancing to meet him, or of fighting under the
walls of Badajoz. With much judgment he de-
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termined on the former alternative; and having
carried off the whole of his stores, he put his
army in motion, consisting of the fourth divi-
sion, commanded by General Cole, and the se-
cond division, under General Stewart; which
were the only British troops under his com-
mand, with the exception of the Thirteenth
Dragoons and some artillery: the whole of
the remainder, amounting to about twenty-five
thousand men, being composed of Spaniards and
Portuguese, with one brigade of Germans, under
General Alten. The force under Soult was not
so numerous, but far superior in.every other
respect, consisting entirely of French, and hav-
ing above three thousand excellent cavalry and
between forty and fifty pieces of cannon. It
would be out of place here to give a detailed ac-
count of this sanguinary day, as General Picton
was not in the field ; but we refer to the admir-
able description of this battle given by Colonel
Napier. It was one of the most desperately
fought general actions during this war; and, as
the Colonel well observes at the conclusion of
his relation, “ the laurel is nobly won when the
exhausted victor reels as he places it on his
bleeding front.”
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" Lord Wellington heard numerous and differ-
ing reports while on his road to Badajoz ; some
that the French had been victorious, others that
the allies had retreated without a battle: but
as he got nearer to the scene, he was met at
Flvas by an officer sent by Marshal Beresford,
who brought him all the particulars of the con-
flict. The result, as may be imagined, gave him
great satisfaction; it was not however unmin-
gled with regret, for the loss sustained by the
English was immense.

On the 24th of May, General Picton arrived
at Campo Mayor with his division, where it
was halted for a few days until the military
stores and implements for the approaching siege
could come up. The apprehensions that Soult
would be enabled again to raise the siege were
not entirely removed by the partial success
which had attended the allies at Albuera. The
enemy had there yielded with a stubborn front,
which did not offer to the victors much security
against a renewal of the attack when he should
obtain a sufficient reinforcement; but as that
could not be immediately obtained, Lord Wel-
lington determined, with his very slender means,
to secure Badajoz before Soult should be enabled
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to make a second effort for its relief. Wohile,
therefore, Marshal Beresford was instructed
slowly to follow and observe Soult, Generals
Houston and Picton were ordered to bring up
their divisions and immediately to invest the
place.

On the 25th, the seventh took up a position
on the right of the Guadiana. Two days after-
wards General Picton crossed the river by a
ford and established his division on the left
bank, where the troops built themselves huts,
and prepared to carry on the operations imme-
diately. In modern warfare a hurried siege is,
however, seldom a successful one if the defen-
ders have a hope of relief.

On the 2nd of June, the batteries were com-
pleted, and opened upon the castle, and Fort
Christoval. The poverty of the means at Lord
Woellington’s disposal for carrying on this siege
was a subject of much merriment to the soldi-
ers employed. General Picton remarked that
“ Lord Wellington sued Badajoz in forméd pau-

peris ;> and he was answered, that, “ instead
of breaching, the operations appeared more like
beseeching, Badajoz.” In fact, everything was

wanting to bring this siege to a rapid termi-
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nation. The means were deficient for the re-
duction of the place in any time; but to do so
with expedition appeared, with such a force, to
be impossible. On the 6th, the breach in Fort
Christoval was reported practicable by Lieu-
tenant Foster, who had minutely examined it,
and in consequence an assault was ordered at
midnight; but, after a brave, though totally un-
successful effort, the assailants were compelled
to retire with considerable loss. A second at-
tempt was made on the night of the 9th, which,
although better planned and conducted, was
equally unsatisfactory in its result. The bat-
teries again opened on. the following morning,
as the walls were supposed not to be sufficiently
breached to render the assault successful ; but
towards noon orders were received at all the
batteries to cease firing. Lord Wellington had
received information of the enemy’s movements,
which at once determined him for a time to
forego the reduction of Badajoz. Accordingly,
after being engaged in unceasing efforts for
nearly five weeks, the siege was raised, a block-
ading detachment being left to prevent the
garrison from receiving any reinforcements or
supplies. ’
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The following letter from General Picton to
Mr. Marryat gives a desponding view of the
prospécts of the British Army at this period.

* Campo Mayor, 2nd July 1811,
“ MY pEAR SIR,

“ Smith, I see, has a large support in the
House. The ministry support him to cover
their own ignorance and folly in the appoint-
ment; and his former connexions, the Whigs
and abolitionists, will not forsake an old friend
in distress. You know I was always against
puppet-show legislature in the country, and I
have hitherto seen nothing to make me change
my opinion. Generally speaking, and with few
exceptions, it is a society composed of materials
unfit to be trusted with the important power of
legislation. It will be enough to give them
good laws, and respectable, responsible people
to execute them with impartiality.

“ The approach of Soult and Marmont de-
termined Lord Wellington to raise the siege,
or rather, blockade of Badajoz, and we have
now taken up a defensive line on the right bank
of the Guadiana, behind the fortresses of Elvas:
and Campo Mayor.

“ There is no probability of our undertakmg
offensive operations. Indeed, we are in no
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situation to attempt anything of the kind,
considering the relative situations of the two
armies : for, independent of the mixed materials
we are composed of, in numerical force they
exceed us at least by one-third. You appear
everywhere to entertain sanguine expectations
of our ulterior successes. I am concerned that
I cannot say anything to keep up so pleasant a
delusion, but believe me, it cannot last long.

“ Ministry represent the Portuguese force as
amounting to forty thousand regulars, and fifty
thousand militia. The regulars do not amount to
twenty thousand, and as for the militia, they are
scarcely worth bringing into the account. If it
is intended to carry on the war with a paper
force of this kind, you will all very shortly be
undeceived. 'There are independent bands of
freebooters who harass the French considerably
in several parts of Spain, but they are equally
formidable to the Spanish inhabitants, who
dread them to the full as much as they do the
enemy. And you may depend upon it, the
great mass of the inhabitants of the neighbour-
ing provinces have submitted to the French
yoke, and are not disposed to make any further
struggle. We are playing, in my opinion, a
very losing game in carrying on the war with
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our own money, at an immense expense, whilst the
French army are wholly supported by the re-
sources of Spain. This kind of contest cannot
last long. Portugal, whatever your wise heads
may say to the contrary, is a mere caput mortuum,
or a dead weight upon our hands in the contest,
and does not supply any force or co-operation
of consideration for the 2,000,000/. she receives.
Unless the whole resources of this country are
made subservient and applicable to her defence,
the contest cannot be carried on with any reason-
able probability of ultimate success.

“ You will think me a gloomy predictor, but
I fear, in the end, it will turn out that I have
drawn legitimate conclusions. I shall be most
happy to find them disproved by more favour-
able events than I look forward to at present;
but I must continue under similar impressions
until that period.

* Yours very faithfully,
« T. PicToN.”

In concluding his account of this siege, Lord
Woellington, in his despatch, observes,—¢ Major-
general Picton directed the operations on the
left of the Guadiana, and Major-general Hous-
ton on the right, and T am much indebted to
these officers.”
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CHAPTER IIL

French forces on the frontier of Portuga.—.vcives
inactivity.—Position of the Allied army.—Lord Welling-
ton’s intention to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo.—Sudden
advance of the French.—Horsemen charged by Infantry,
—General Picton’s critical situation.—Trying manceuvre.
—Retreat of the Allies,—~Interval of repose.—Omen of
success.—Death of General Picton’s uncle.

MarmoxnT, Drouet, and Soult were collecting
their forces on the frontiers of Portugal, to co-
operate against the allies in one more effort
to drive them from that kingdom. The wmain
body of the British army was still behind the
Agueda, under the orders of General Sir Brent
Spencer; and as the army of Portugal con-
tinued to move by its left to form a junction
with the corps under Drouet and Soult, the
British army was manceuvred so as to keep on
its front, and still protect Portugal, until it
effected a junction with the force around Bada-

o e D
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joz. By the 26th of June, Lord Wellington
had concentrated the whole of his troops to
give battle to Marmont if he attempted the
invasion of Portugal.

The French in Badajoz were gratified by
the sight of their own army on the 19th, when
the united corps of Soult and Marmont came
to their relief. General Picton had been or-
dered to take up his old position at Campo
Mayor, and accordingly he marched his own
and the seventh division to that place, which
now formed the extreme left of the British
line, the right resting on Elvas; and in this
position the army remained for some weeks:
that of the French, amounting to about seventy
thousand men, under the united marshals, being
in cantonments along the course of the Guadi-
ana, between Badajoz and Merida.

It was natural to expect that, while the two
armies were within so short a distance of each
other, something decisive would take place.
The enemy, at all events, came to fight;
and as their force was considerably greater
than that of the allies, they were expected to
commence the attack. This expectation pre-
vailed for some time in the allied army; but
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it soon became evident that the French mar-
shals had learned to respect their opponents
and having succeeded in raising the siege of
Badajoz, they appeared contented with their
success. On the other hand, Lord Wellington
was not anxious to risk a battle: he had lately
received some reinforcements from England;
the success of his plans had given confidence to
the Government, and they were now making
efforts to assist him. He determined, therefore,
to fight if he could not defend Portugal with-
out fighting ; but, unless compelled to do so, to
remain in his present inactive situation.

The position occupied by the allied army was
one of considerable strength, and enabled Lord
Wellington to concentrate his whole force with
facility upon any one point which the enemy
might think proper to select for attack. But
the plans of the French generals seemed rather
uncertain, and some weeks were passed in inac-
tivity. A few cavalry skirmishes alone broke
the monotony, in most of ‘which the enemy
were successful ; and upon one of these occasions
they succeeded in cutting off and making pri-
soners about one hundred and twenty men be-
longing to the Eleventh Light Dragoons. The

D2
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“fighting division,” while in these quarters, was
quite out of its element; and General Picton,
in a letter written at this period to his brother,
observes, “ We are here undergoing all the dis-
agreeable and inactive routine of garrison duty,
although with an enemy’s force more than one-
fourth larger than our own immediately in our
front : but this cannot last long,” &ec.

For nearly a month the allied army remained
in this position. About the end of July, how-
ever, Lord Wellington resolved to occupy a
new line, and General Picton was ordered to
march his division in the direction of Ciudad
Rodrigo, which, Lord Wellington had been
informed, was almost destitute of supplies.
Picton accordingly recrossed the Tagus at Villa
Velha; Sir Rowland Hill being again left with
his corps to protect Alentejo. The position of
the allies was therefore very similar to that
which they had occupied the preceding year;
but their prospects were widely different. At
that period the English general was making
every preparation to retreat with his small and
inexperienced army, to seek protection behind
the fortified lines which he had prepared for
its reception, while the French were advancing
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full of confidence to drive Wellington and his
soldiers into the sea. Now the state of affairs
was much changed : Lord Wellington’s army
was augmented in numbers, and had driven the
enemy before them out of Portugal; they had
obtained confidence both in themselves and
their leaders ; while the French, although better
organized than they had been for some time,
and greatly superior in numbers, were evidently
afraid to hazard a battle. This was most satis-
factorily demounstrated by an intercepted letter
from General Tresion, chief of Marmont’s staff,
wherein he observed in most positive terms, that
“the French troops were not able to.cope with
the English, and that their best chance of suc-
cess lay in manceuvring;” an acknowledgment
highly flattering to the courage and discipline
of the British soldiers. On the 10th of August
Lord Wellington established his head-quarters
at Fuente Guinaldo; it being his intention to
blockade Ciudad Rodrigo, in consequence of
his deficiency in all the necessary implements
for a siege. It was known that a want of pro-
visions was beginning to be felt in the fortress,
and it was hoped that the garrison might be
compelled to surrender before any movement
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could be made by Marmont for their relief.
Lord Wellington immediately occupied the
country between the rivers Coa and Agueda.

The following letter from General Picton to
Mr. Marryat gives his view of the prospects
of the allied army at this time :

“Alberguira, Spain, 12th Aug. 1811.
“ MY DEAR SIR,

“ We are again restored to our old theatre
between the Coa and Agueda, and most proba-
bly shall move forward and cross the latter. The
insuperable difficulty (from distance, and the na-
ture of the roads) to the transporting forward the
heavy ordnance and stores for a siege, will effec-
tually prevent our attacking Ciudad Rodrigo,
but we shall push on towards Salamanca, for the
purpose of drawing the French armies from the
rich countries where they are now cantoned.
If this purpose should be effected by our man-
ceuvre, we shall have gained a most important
point. Assoon as they find us moving, in force,
upon Salamanca, they will be obliged to concen-
trate the whole of their force, now cantoned in
the rich countries about Talavera de la Reyna,
Placencia, and Coria, and march without loss of



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 89

time upon Ciudad Rodrigo; when Lord Wel-
lington, having effected his purpose; that of
drawing them into a country where they cannot
exist without separating, may either fight them
to advantage, or take up a position behind the
Agueda, in readiness to profit by any false move-
ment they may make. If Buonaparte’s atten-
tion should be taken up in the North, so as to
prevent his amply reinforcing his armies in the
Peninsula, I think we shall be able to afford him
plenty of amusement here ; but this war cannot
be carried on without money, and if we cannot
afford a liberal supply, we had better give it up
at once. With money we can command abun-
dant supplies on the frontiers of Spain, and can
manceuvre to great advantage over an enemy
who is under the necessity of separating conti-
nually to collect his means of subsistence ; but
without, we shall not be able to effect anything
of consequence, as all our movements will de-
pend upon the procuring supplies, which we
draw from the sea-ports by a long, difficult land
carriage. Our movements are not nearly as ex-
peditious as they would be, were we not depen-
dent on such considerations. As long as we
have money in abundance, supplies of all kinds



4Q THE LIFE OF

find us .out ; but as soon as the means fail us,
we are obliged to go the Lord knows where
in search of them. Dollars here are the only
sinews of war.

“] had a letter from General Maitland, down
from Gibraltar, on his way to Sicily. " I find
he was appointed to that command without any
application or previous intimation of the inten-
tion. In a pecuniary view it is certainly by no
means an advantageous change for him;as the
revenue of a lieutenant-general will barely make
the military pot boil, leaving the family entirely
out of the question.

“] hope Mrs. M. and the young ladies con-
tinue in good health, and amuse themselves well
with the rural scenes about Sydenham. Pray
offer them my best respects. Has your elder
son returned from his travels? 1 hope well
stored with useful observations. My best re-
spects to him and all the young ones.

“I am beginning to grow tired of this vagrant
life. 'We have been since March in continual
movement—sometimes in miserable abandoned
cottages, and as frequently without any cover-
ing whatever. I have constantly, for a whole

-year, made use of a bundle of straw as a bed,
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and I do not see any probability of a change for
some time longer.
“With my best wishes, my dear sir,
« Very faithfully yours,
“T. PicTon.

The third division was in a position of consi-
derable extent, and even danger, on the heights
of El Bodon. This was soon evinced upon a
trying occasion. The intention of Lord Wel-
lington in moving his army from the Guadiana
was not apparently discovered by Marmont, and
the allies had completed the investment of Ciu-
dad Rodrigo long before that general put his
columns in motion. At length, however, hav-
ing formed a junction with the corps of Dor-
senne, and collected a considerable quantity of
provisions, he made preparations to raise the
blockade, and, if possible, to drive the allies from
the vicinity of the fortresses in the possession of
the French on the Spanish frontier.

On the 22nd of September, Dorsenne and
Marmont met at Tamames, a few leagues in
front of Ciudad Rodrigo; their united forces
amounting to about sixty thousand men, with
six thousand cavalry, and nearly one hundred
pieces of artillery. The force under Lord Wel-'
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lington at this moment did not exceed fifty
thousand men, some portion of which was neces-
sarily occupied in the close investmeént of Ciu-
dad Rodrigo. According to Colonel Napier,
“T.ord Wellington’s position was very extensive,
and therefore very weak.” Certain it is, that
the third division, which formed the centre, had
to occupy ground which, to defend effectually,
should have been held by double the number
of men. At daybreak on the 25th the enemy
were in motion to attack the position occupied
by General Picton. Montbrun, with his cavalry,
shook the ground in their approach with a noise
as of thunder, and swept the height in the cen-
tre of his position: it was occupied by the Fifth
and Seventy-seventh, with the Eleventh Light
Dragoons, and some squadrons of German hus-
sars. Fortunately the impetuosity of the French
cavalry led them so much in advance of their in-
fantry, that they had for some time to contend
alone against the British.

The action was begun by the sudden advance
of the French, who, first traversing an open
plain, and then crossing a ravine, ascended a
steep rocky causeway, under a constant fire of
grape and canister from a brigade of Portuguese
artillery. Men and horses were struck down
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in frightful numbers by this storm of shot; but
still. they: persevered; and so determined and
rapid was .their charge, that the gunners were
sabred and the ‘guns seized before the smoke
had cleared away sufficiently to show them that
the enemy ‘had gained the summit. At this
critical moment the Fifth regiment, under
Major Ridge, quickly deploying from square
into line, poured in a volley of balls, and then
dashed at the cavalry with the bayonet. Novel
as was the expedient of charging cavalry with
infantry, still it was in this instance successful :
they drove the enemy before them, and being
joined by the Seventy-seventh regiment, were
enabled to re-capture and bring off the guns.
Montbrun, however, came up with fresh troops,
and putting himself at their head, attempted to
ride through these two regiments; but they
were rapidly formed into square, and received
the attack in so eool and resolute a manner, that
no impression could be made upon them.

. General Picton, it should be observed, was
during this part of the contest in the village of
El Bodcn, where it was supposed- that the
French would have made their attack. He had
with him the Forty-fifth, Seventy-fourth, and
Eighty-eighth regiments. An officer was in-
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stantly despatched from the scene of hostilities
to El Bodon, when Picton prepared to concen-
trate his division by moving on his left to the
support of the centre. The ground occupied by
the three regiments with Picton, in the neigh-
bourhood of El Bodon, consisted principally of
vineyard enclosures and rocky ravines, difficult
to be traversed; consequently it took some
time to extricate the troops and push them for-
ward to the point of attack. Before this could be
accomplished, the French cavalry,having been to-
tally repulsed in their repeated attempts to break
the square of the Seventy-seventh and Fifth
regiments, desisted for a while, and awaited the
comingup of theirinfantry. During this interval
these two regiments were enabled to manceuvre
into line, and form a junction with the Eighty-
third British, and the Ninth and Twenty-first
Portuguese regiments, being the left brigade,
under Major-general Colville; and almost at the
same time Picton came up with his three regi-
ments, and put himself at the head of his
division. The following extract from the pen
of a writer* who was engaged in this combat,
will be read with interest.. It is, we believe, a
faithful account of this affair.

Reminiscences of a Subaltern.
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« Montbrun, at the head of fifteen squadrons
of light horse, pressed closely on our right flank,
and made every demonstration of attacking us,
with the view of engaging our attention until
the arrival of his infantry and artillery, of which
latter only one battery was in the field; but
General Picton saw the critical situation in
which he was placed, and that nothing but the
most rapid and at the same time most regular
movement upon Guinaldo could save his division
from being cut off toaman. For six miles across
a perfect flat, without the slightest protection
from any incidental variation of ground, without
artillery, and I might say without cavalry, (for
what were four or five squadrons to twenty or
thirty ?) did the third division continue its
march ; during the whole of which the enemy’s
cavalry never quitted them. A park of six
guns advanced with the cavalry, and taking
the third division in flank and rear, poured in a
frightful fire of round-shot, grape, and canister.
Many men fell in this way; and those whose
wounds rendered them unable to march, were
obliged to be abandoned to the enemy.

» . * * » »

“ General Picton conducted himself with his

accustomed coolness: he remained on the left
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flank of the column, and repeatedly cautioned
the different battalions to ‘mind the quarter
distance and the *:telling off. < Your safety,
added he, ‘ my credit, and the honour of the
army are at stake; all rests with you at this
moment.. ‘We:had reached to within a mile
of our entrenched camp, when Montbrun, im-
patient lest we: should escape from his grasp,
ordered his: troopers to bring up their right
shoulders, and incline towards our column.
The movement was not exactly bringing his
squadrons into. line, but it was the next thing
to it, and at this time they were within half
pistol-shot of us. Picton took off his hat, and
holding it over his eyes as a shade from the sun,
looked sternly but anxiously at the French.
The clatter of the horses and the clanking of
the scabbards were so great when the right half
squadron moved up, that many thought it the
forerunner of a general charge. Some mounted
officer called out, ‘ Had we not better form
square?* < No,’ replied Picton; ¢it is but a
ruse to frighten us; but it won’t do.>”

This was a most critical and trying manceuvre,
and its success was not more honourable to
General Picton than to the men under his com-
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mand. The greatest order and coolness could
alone save them from being annihilated by the
furious charges of the enemy’s cavalry; each
battalion had in its turn to form the rear-
guard to repulse their advance, and then, hav-
ing given a volley to stop their approach, to
fall back at double time behind that which
had formred in its rear. There is hardly any situ-~
ation so difficult or so trying to the troops as per-
forming this movement without cavalry. The
least unsteadiness in forming or irregularity in
retreat may lead to the instant destruction of
the whole force: the only security, therefore, is
the discipline of the troops, and the ability and
firmness of their officers. General Picton in
this instance saved his division, and, under such
circumstances, that was more than could have
been anticipated.

The day following this affair it was expected
that the French would make an attack in force
upon Lord Wellington’s position, and every pre-
paration was made to receive them; but again
the allies were disappointed, and the day passed
without a shot being fired. The demonstrations
made by Marmont were, however, formidable;
and Lord Wellington had not sufficient confi-
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dence in his present ground to wish to fight him.
Accordingly, during the night of the 26th, the
British army was ordered to fall back upon a
new position, between the Coa and Agueda;
the fourth division, under General Cole, being
left at Aldea de Ponte. To this place Marmont
pressed his advance on the following day, when
a short but desperate conflict took place for the
possession of the village, which, after much
hard fighting, was left in the hands of the
British.

On the same night the allies again retreated,
and the following morning took up a strong
and very defensible line behind Soita, where
both flanks were protected by the river Coa.
A singular circumstance attended this retreat ;
it was discovered in the course of the next
day that the enemy also were actually retreating
at the same time. Instead of pursuing the
allies, Marmont had suddenly resolved to retrace
his- march, contenting himself with having
relieved Ciudad Rodrigo and driven the British
from beneath its walls. He now, therefore, re-
turned to Spain, occupying cantonments in the
valley of the Tagus, while Dorsenne resumed
possession of Salamanca. A strong garrison and
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plenty of provisions were thrown into Ciudad
Rodrigo; but what further advantage was
gained by this forward movement it is difficult
to determine.

Lord Wellington was once more left to his
own plans; the enemy had relinquished all in-
tention of interrupting his operations, and he
could now direct his arms against Ciudad Ro-
drigo with almost the same prospect of success
as before. If Marmont came to its relief, he
would have again to retreat until the French
general was tired of the pursuit. But it was
quite evident that the report of Massena re-
specting the lines of Torres Vedras was operat-
ing strongly upon Marmont: Portugal was
still more exhausted than formerly, and he
found that every step he took towards Lisbon
increased the difficulty of obtaining sustenance
for his troops.

With the example of Massena before him,
there was little chance that Marmont would
follow Lord Wellington in order to risk star-
vation and defeat before these impregnable
lines ; but; to avoid all probability of being led
into this error, he made a timely retreat, and at
once put an end to the campaign of 1811

VOL. II. E
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“'The allied army went into cantonments, and
it was anticipated that the winter would be
passed in comparative inactivity. General Pic-
ton’s division was ordered to occupy Aldea de
Ponte, the remainder of the army being placed
in quarters on the Coa ; the right resting on
Penamacor, and the left on Celerico. During
this interval of repose the losses in the army
were extremely severe from a malignant fever,
which spread with so much rapidity and vio-
lence, that at one period there were twelve
thousand British in hospital, besides a con-
siderable number of Portuguese. This fright-
ful return of invalids was in some degree at-
tributable to the want of occupation and ex-
citement ; in addition to which, provisions were
scarce and bad, while the weather, being cold
and wet, made the huts occupied by the troops
both comfortless and unhealthy. Lord Wel-
lington took this opportunity to collect such
matériel for the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo as
would enable him to carry the place by a more
rapid method than that of blockade. He had
resolved, that while Sir Rowland Hill was di-
verting and even threatening the enemy in
the south, he would make another attempt
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upon that fortress; but he determined to try
to obtain possession by a coup de main. This
was, in fact, the only course open at the present
moment; for the garrison was now so well
supplied, and the place in so complete a state
of defence, that a blockade, unless supported
by a much greater force than the English
general could bring into the field, would cer-
tainly be disturbed before it could be success-
ful. Marmont was aware of this; and Lord
Wellington knew that Marmont depended upon
it. It was, in fact, one of the calculations which
the French marshal ventured to make with
certainty : he knew the want of means possess-
ed by the English for carrying on an active
siege, and he ventured consequently to think
this fortress perfectly secure.

A singular and rather fortunate event took
place in the month of October, which was con-
sidered by the allies as an omen of success,
On the 15th, Don Julian de Sanchos, one of the
guerilla chiefs, celebrated alike for his activity
and daring enterprise, whilst lying in ambus-
cade near the walls of Ciudad Rodrigo, fell
in with the cattle belonging to the garrison.
He and his band immediately dashed forward

E 2
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to secure them; when, having despatched or
put to flight the drovers, they commenced
driving off their prey. At this critical mo-
ment General Regnaud, the governor of the
fortress, happening to be in the neighbourhood
with a small escort of dragoons, came up, and
seeing the position of affairs, put himself at
the head of his troopers, and charged the gue-
rillas. They, however, bravely defended what
they had won, and, after rather a severe conflict,
were enabled not only to keep their prize, but
to defeat the escort and succeed in making
the governor a prisoner. He was immediately
conveyed to the British head-quarters, where
he was treated by Lord Wellington with every
respect : while the cattle, being driven into the
English quarters, were hailed as a valuable re-
inforcement by the soldiers.

During the interval preceding the assault
on Ciudad Rodrigo, General Picton received
a letter from his brother, written on the 16th
of October, informing him that his uncle, the
veteran soldier under whose almost parental
command he had commenced his career, had
two days previously, breathed his last. This
venerable officer had attained the advanced age
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of eighty-four years, with the rank of general
in the army and colonel of the Twelfth Foot,
in which regiment he had been for nearly
thirty-six years. He left General Picton his
sole executor and residuary legatee.

In his youth Picton had learned to esteem
him as a parent, and these feelings only gained
strength as he grew older: but when persecu-
tion assailed, and had nearly overwhelmed him,
then it was that the sincerity of his uncle’s
regard was manifested : when almost every one
had deserted him, he came forward, and was
willing to spend his whole fortune in the de-
fence of his nephew’s honour.

An officer who had an opportunity of ob-
serving Sir Thomas Picton, and was constantly
with him in all his campaigns, says, in a letter
to the writer of this memoir :

“The effect produced upon General Picton
by the letter announcing his uncle’s decease
was such as would hardly have been expected
from a man who was accused of having set all
the finer feelings of humanity at defiance. It
is true, there were no external appearances of
grief; his countenance was unchanged; but
even I, who esteem his memory for every vir-
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tue, cannot say that his eyes were even mois-
tened by a tear : a slight exclamation of ¢ Good
God? burst from him when he came to the
announcement of his uncle’s death ; and as he
closed the letter which had brought him the
sad tidings, he in a low and melancholy tone
murmured, ¢ My poor uncle!” I saw little of
him for the remainder of that day, but a great
alteration was perceptible in his manner for
a long time afterwards; every feature kept
rigidly its place, while the fire of his eyes was
unchanged ; but I, who knew him well, took
this opportunity to try and discover if he really
was as cold and hard as he had been represent-
ed: the conclusion at which I arrived was, that
never man felt more the loss of a friend or
relative than General Picton the death of his
uncle. I say he felt it more than other men,
because there was no outlet, no confidence ; but,
locked up within the very centre of his heart,
it preyed there with a strength which in any
other person would have burst forth with un-
controllable, unutterable grief: to him it pro-
duced want of repose, and even ill health, but
nothing would have offended him more than
even hinting that it was caused by regret. He
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hardly ever mentioned his uncle’s name ; but
when he did, it was with a slight falter in the
voice, which could not deceive one who ob-
served him so closely as myself.” *

In a letter dated Zamarra, January 25th,
1812, and which we shall again have to notice,
General Picton observes: “The circumstance
which you mention respecting my worthy uncle
so shortly before his death is of that considerate
nature, and so characteristic of him, that it
convinces me he was as capable as at any for-
mer period of his life to dispose of his whole
property ; and I trust you will believe that I
am more disposed to enlarge than diminish his
benevolence.”

This passage relates to an annuity which was
left by General William Picton to an old and
deserving officer, who had been obliged to sell
his commission, and was living in humble and
almost indigent circumstances. The general
and this officer had in early life been for some
years in the same regiment ; and when the latter
became reduced in circumstances, the general,
with that kindly feeling which so distinguished
him, assisted him, and at his death made that
provision for his old companion in arms which
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he thought would render the remaining years of
his life free from care.

His nephew, as executor, of course paid this
annuity ; but®as Picton thought it likely that
his uncle had not indulged in the full extent
of his inclination towards the object of his soli-
citude, under the apprehension of reducing too
much the amount to be inherited by himself,
he immediately made an addition of fifty pounds
a year to this annuity.
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CHAPTER IIIL

Operations to reduce the Garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo.—
Commencement of the Siege.—Preparations for carrying
the place by assault.—General Picton’s Addresses to his
soldiers.—His Letter descriptive of the Assault of Ciudad
Rodrigo.—The town taken.—Sanguinary excesses,.—Con-
flagrations.—Characteristic anecdote of General Picton.—
Marmont and Lord Wellington.——Daring design.—Badajoz
invested.—Siege commenced.—Death of Captain Cuth-
bert.—Fort of Picurina taken.

OreraTions had for some time been carried
on, both by the guerillas and allies, to reduce as
much as possible the garrison of Ciudad Ro-
drigo. This was effected by means of detached
parties, who constantly intercepted the supplies
which the enemy attempted to throw in; but
although many were captured, still a sufficient
quantity reached their destination to prevent
any alarm on the part of the garrison lest they
should be straitened for provisions.

On the 4th of January 1812, the third divi-
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sion was in motion towards Ciundad Rodrigo.
Snow, rain, cold, and wind combined to render
this wintry march harassing in the extreme;
but the example of their leader inspired the
troops with fortitude and resolution to over-
come every difficulty. Several, however, fell
on the way ; when, unless fortunately discover-
ed in time, their destruction was inevitable,—
a drowsy stupor soon crept over their senses,
from which they never awoke. The carts, of
which there were many, were entirely engaged
in the transport of gabions and fascines, which
the troops had been employed in constructing
during the time they had passed in canton-
ments; consequently even an opportunity of
placing an expiring soldier on one of these con-
veyances but seldom occurred. The best security
against the inclemency of the weather was the
exertion of the march; for those who had fallen
from fatigue and cold were as likely to die upon
an exposed cart as upon the ground. A long
march brought the division into Robleda about
eight o’clock in the evening. The following
morning it was again in motion; and by the
8th the fortress was completely invested.

So rapid had been this movement on the
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part of Lord Wellington, and so suddenly did
the enemy find himself closely shut in, that
he had not time to make any extraordinary
preparations for defence. The battering train
attached to the allied army was now in a re-
spectable condition both in point of numbers
and efficiency; Lord Wellington having by
his strong representations induced the British
Government to send out a considerable aug-
mentation to this part of his force.

About forty thousand troops, including those
engaged in the attack, were now in the imme-
diate vicinity of Ciudad Rodrigo, and it was
Lord Wellington’s intention to lose no time in
carrying the place by assault. It was ordered
that the duties of the siege should be perform-
ed by four divisions,—the light, first, third, and
fourth, which were to relieve each other every
twenty-four hours. The trenches were imme-
diately dug; the garrison the whole time keep-
ing up a terrific fire of shot and shells, which
did cousiderable execution amongst the work-
men; still the works were carried on with
alacrity and spirit.

“ On the third day the garrison distinguished
the batteries from the other parts of the work,
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and attained their range so precisely, that two-
thirds of their shells fell into them, and their
round-shot caused many casualties.”* The first
battery was completed and opened on the 14th,
being the sixth day of the siege, from which
period until the 19th the firing was kept up
without intermission.

Lord Wellington then made a close recon-
noissance of the two breaches; this, together
with the report of Major Sturgeon of the Royal
Engineers that they were both practicable, in-
duced him to direct the assault to take place
the same evening. Accordingly General Picton
received orders to hold his division in readiness
to make the attack, in conjunction with the
light division and General Pack’s Portuguese
brigade. The arrangements made by Lord
Wellington were, that General Picton with his
division should attack the great or right breach,
while General Crawfurd, with the light divi-
sion, should make a simultaneous assault on the
left and smaller breach : General Pack with his
Portuguese being ordered to make a feint on
the opposite side of the town ; but with further
instructions, that if he did not find the resist-

* Colonel Jones, in his “Journal of Sieges.”
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ance too great, and could succeed in forcing an
entrance, he was immediately to lead his troops
to the assistance of those at the breaches.

General Picton marched the left brigade of
his division to the convent of Santa Cruz, si-
tuated on the right of the batteries, where the
officers and men were made acquainted with
the duties which they had to perform; the re-
mainder of the division being formed in the
first parallel. The night was calm, and the
heavens studded with stars; and a young moon
shed a faint light upon the earth, which seemed
to mock by its tranquillity the wild and san-
guinary scene which was about to ensue.

The assault was ordered for seven o’clock;
but Colonel O’Toocle, with the light company
of the Eighty-third regiment and the Second
Cacadores, was directed to cross the Agueda by
the bridge, and make an attack upon the out.
work in front of the castle ten minutes before
the time appointed for the general assault; his
instructions being to destroy two guns planted
in this outwork which might be the means of
annoying the assailants by flanking the entrance
to the ditch. At half-past six the division was
ready, when General Picton and his staff rode
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up to the ground: silence immediately pre-
vailed amongst the troops. Major-general Mac-
kinnon’s right brigade, consisting of the Forty-
fifth, Seventy-fourth, and Eighty-eighth regi-
ments, and five companies of the Sixtieth regi-
ment, was to take the lead, and to be supported
by Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, (who upon this
occasion commanded the left brigade of the
division, during the absence of the Honourable
Major-general Colville,) with the Fifth, Seventy-
seventh, Ninety-fourth, and Eighty-third; the
whole of this force being directed against the
principal breach.

The animated detail given by a writer before
quoted,* when speaking of General Picton’s
address to his soldiers previous to their advance
to the breach, is worthy of perusal :

¢ Long harangues are not necessary to British
soldiers, and on this occasion but few were
made use of. General Picton said something
animating to the different regiments as he
passed them; and those of my readers who
recollect his deliberate and strong utterance will
say with me, that his mode of speaking was
indeed very impressive. The address to each

* Reminiscences of a Subaltern.
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was nearly the same; but that delivered by
him to the Eighty-eighth (the Connaught Ran-
gers) was so characteristic of the general, and so
applicable to the men he spoke to, that T shall
give it word for word. It was this: ‘Rangers
of Connaught! it is not my intention to expend
any powder this evening; we’ll do the business
with the could iron”

« I before said the soldiers were silent, so they
were; but the man who could be silent after
such an address, made in such a way, and in
such a place, had better have stayed at home.
It may be asked, what did they do? Why,
what would they do, or would any one do, but
give the loudest hurrah he was able ?”

A few similar pithy remarks were made to all
the regiments, in a tone which went home to the
heart and feelings of every man in the line. An
officer in the Seventy-seventh regiment upon
this occasion, observes, that while talking to
some officers just previously to the attack,
“ suddenly a horseman galloped heavily but
hastily towards us — it was Picton. He made
a brief and inspiriting appeal to us; said he
knew the Fifth were men whom a severe fire
would not daunt, and that he reposed equal
confidence in the Seventy-seventh; a few kind
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words to our commander (Liettenant-colonel
Dunkin), and he bade us God speed P pound-
ing the sides of his hog-maned cob as he trotted
off in a contrary direction.”*—No man knew
the nature of soldiers better than Sir Thomas
Picton: it was not by words alone that he
urged them on; his example was never wanting
where they failed, and with such a leader none
would have dared to pause.

After having thus raised the spirits of his
men, General Picton and his staff dismounted,
and the advance commenced. The following
letter from the general to his friend, written six
days after the assault, contains an accurate and
animated account of its progress.

« Zamarra, 25th January 1812.
“ My pEArR COLONEL,

“ I had the pleasure of receiving your letter
by the last mail, and am most truly concerned
to learn that your general health, as well as
your complaint in the eyes, has been so trouble-
some : these afflictions, which we cannot hope
wholly to get the better of, are only to be
softened by patience. The circumstance which.
you mention respecting my worthy uncle, so

* The United Service Journal.
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shortly before his death, is of that considerate
nature, and so characteristic of him, that it con-
vinces me he was as capable as at any former
period of his life to dispose of his whole pro-
perty; and I trust you will believe that I amn
more disposed to enlarge than diminish his be-
nevolence.

¢ Since I had last the pleasure of writing to
you, we have had a winter siege. The third
division moved forward from its old canton-
ments of Alvazavia on the 4th instant, for
the purpose of approaching Ciudad Rodrigo.
It was the most miserable day I ever witness-
ed: a continued snow-storm, the severity of
which was so intense that several men of the
division perished of cold and fatigue. In con-
sequence of this weather, we were not able to
invest the place completely until the morning
of the 8th; and the advanced work, which
covered the point of attack, was very gallantly
carried by storm (by Lieutenant-colonel Col-
bourne and the Fifty-second regiment) early
on the same evening ; an event which allowed
us to open our first parallel within five hundred
and thirty yards of the bastion intended to be
breached.

VOL. 11. F
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“ The siege was carried on by four divisions
alternately twenty-four hours each, and we had
to march about twelve miles every morning to
the trenches. The enemy kept up a tremen-
dous fire of shot and shells during the whole
of the operations; we however paid no atten-
tion to this, but proceeded rapidly to erect our
breaching batteries, and thereby curtail our
operations ; there being a probability that Mar-
mont might be able to interrupt our progress
had we prosecuted our attack in a regular
manner.

“To make short of the business; on the
eleventh day, when the third division had the
trenches, two breaches were declared practi-
cable, and the light division was brought up to
co-operate in the assault, which was determined
to take place immediately after dark, and to
commence at seven o’clock. The town is sur-
rounded by an old wall, flanked with square
bastions, generally about twenty-five feet high,
covered by a modern fausse-braye and deep
ditch; and the point to be attacked by the
third division was elevated and commanding.

“ The third division made five separate attacks
at the same moment; four in different parts
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of the fausse-braye, and the fifth on the main
breach. The enemy kept up a tremendous
fire of shot, shells, and musketry, and made
a show of an obstinate resistancté; but on
the forlorn-hope of the division reaching the
foot of the breach, they prematurely sprung
their mine, set fire to a great number of shells
which they had arranged for the purpose, and
retired to the entrenchments which they had
thrown up on each side, and in front of the
breach. The troops immediately took advan-
tage of the explosion, rushed forward, and
possessed themselves of the breach, where they
were for some minutes exposed to a most de-
structive fire of grape and musketry, until,
by scrambling over the parapets, they turned
the entrenchments on both sides, and overcame
all further resistance. About this time the
light division, which was rather late in the
attack, also succeeded in getting possession of
the breach they were ordered to attack, and a
miserable scene took place, which, notwith-
standing every exertion, continued during the
greatest part of the night. Our loss has been
very severe, particularly in officers, having
forty-one killed and wounded on the occasion.
F 2
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«“ My poor friend Major-general Mackinnon,
a most gallant, intelligent officer and estima-
ble man, was killed by an explosion on-the
breach.  «

« Nothing could exceed the gallantry of the
division, and it has most deservedly obtain-
ed the highest reputation of any division in
this army.

“ Accept, my dear colonel, my best wishes,
and believe me to be very sincerely and faith-
fully yours,

“ TH. PicTon.”

So studiously does General Picton abstain
from making any allusion to his own actions in
his letters, that we are compelled to seek from
those who fought by his side such details as
are necessary to illustrate his personal heroism,
and that character for cool and undaunted
courage for which he was so justly famed.

General Mackinnon, whose fall he so warm-
ly and feelingly laments, led the regiments
which headed the attack. Whilst his soldiers
were marching to the breach, Picton moved
with them ; at this moment, immediately after
the leading columns had cleared the trenches,
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the moon showed the advancing troops to the
defenders of the fortress. A tremendous fire
of every description of shot was instantly open-
ed from the walls; but no check, no wavering
was apparent, for with a steady and determined
step they obeyed their general’s command of
“ Forward!” When near the fausse-braye, Pic-
ton stopped, and cheering on the storming par-
ties, they rushed forward to the attack.
Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, with the Ninety-
fourth, Fifth, and Seventy-eighth regiments,
had been formed near the convent of Santa Cruz,
and ordered to enter the ditch on the right of
the breach, and then turning to the left, join the
attacking column. This force had commenced
its advance ten minutes before seven; and when
the soldiers of Mackinnon’s brigade reached
the ditch, they found Colonel Campbell and his
men already there. Together, therefore, they
rushed up the great breach, where all were
striving to be first. The race was short; the
« fighting division” had now another oppor-
tunity of demonstrating that they deserved that
name, and the shout of defiance which burst
from them at this moment gave assurance to
Picton, who was anxiously watching their pro-



70 THE LIFE OF

gress, that all was well. But in another mo-
ment every other sound was lost in one terrific
explosion, which shook the earth, causing even
those who were struggling on the breach to
pause.

A magazine at the foot of the rampart had,
as General Picton observes, “ prematurely” ex-
ploded. The bastion was shaken to its base,
while death was spread alike amongst friend
and foe. Many a brave soldier fell upon this
occasion, and amongst them Picton’s lamented
friend, Major-general Mackinnon,* who, after
a long life of distinguished services, was thus
shattered to death whilst leading his men in the
assault. A fearful pause followed this explosion,
but it was brief ; the breach was much widened
by the accident, and rendered more easy of ac-
cess. Again the men rushed forward over dead
and dying: the summit was soon won, but the
entrenchments, behind which the enremy had,
ensconced themselves with a deep ditch in
their front, were yet to be gained; in addition’

This officer was uncle to the present Colonel Mac-
kinnon of the Coldstream Guards, whose History of that dis-
guished Regiment forms so interesting an addition to our.
military literature.
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to which, two guns on each side of the breach,
and cut off from the assailants by a wide gap
in the wall, commenced pouring in a most
destructive fire of grape and canister on each
flank. These were difficult to get at, being
entirely isolated from the breach, while the
entrenchments stopped the advance in front.
But the defenders, being thus compelled to
bring a great force to repel this attack of
Picton’s divison, had weakened their other
points of defence; and the small breach, after
the first struggle, was quickly won:—but that
struggle was wild and deadly.

Crawfurd led the van, and was almost the
first up the breach cheering his men; but he
fell, just as the shout of victory burst upon
his ear. A ball had passed through his arm
and penetrated his body, producing a hopeless
wound in the lungs: he lived to hear the place
was won, but that was the last sound which fell
upon his ears. His soldiers were not, however,
long without a leader; another instantly stepped
forth. But they knew their work, and it was
soon done. They drove the enemy before them
in every direction, and moving by their right,
joined the troops of Picton’s division, which had
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by this time also been successful. They had
with daring almost unparalleled seized the two
guns before alluded to, which the enemy consi-
dered unassailable, and then contrived to turn
the entrenchments by scaling the ditch which
the defenders had formed in front. Almost at
the same moment the brigade under General
Pack was in the town, having met with but
little resistance in its attack upon the castle.

The French were therefore taken in rear
and surrounded on all sides. Still, however,
they fought: they could not conquer, but they
could kill, and for some time the fighting was
continued in the streets. A conviction that
little mercy would be shown by troops thus
heated and excited protracted the sanguinary
conflict : all was now blood; and men who at
other times would have wept at the relation of
their own acts, now buried their steel in the
breasts of those who sued for mercy. The
flash and roar of musketry, the glare of the
reeking steel, the wild shouts of triumph, the
sullen cry for quarter, and then the moan of
anguish, which told the reply,—these ‘were
amongst the terrors of that night.

General Picton was soon in the town, and,
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according to the statement of one who was by
his side, the efforts which he made to put a stop
to this fearful tragedy were unremitting. He
flew in all directions, calling in a voice of thun-
der on the frantic soldiers to remember that
they were “ men, and Englishmen—not sa-
vages!” and by exhortations and threats he
contrived to bring back some to their senses ;
but the majority soon became intoxicated, and
then every passion was let loose. Wherever the
voice of distress was heard, thither Picton
hastened, when his commanding and resolute
tone was sure to make the offenders desist
and fly.

In addition to the accumulated horrors to
which the wretched inhabitants were subjected,
frequent fires burst forth in various parts of the
town, throwing a red glare over every object,
and making the bhavoc of the night more fright-
fully conspicuous. Here again Picton was to
be found, surrounded by his officers, directing
and even assisting to subdue the flames, and
giving protection to the affrighted sufferers.—
But the mind willingly turns from the con-
templation of scenes like these, and we would
rather try to forget that our soldiers could ever
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have been guilty of such wild and inhuman
excesses.*

The following account of the fall of Ciudad
Rodrigo is given by General Picton in a letter
to Mr. Marryat :—

¢¢ Zamarra, 27th Jan. 1812.
«“ My DEAR SIR,

« Since I last had the pleasure of writing to
you, we have been engaged in a most arduous
undertaking ; a winter’s siege in a climate to
the full as severe as that of England. Marmont,
caleulating that we were safely lodged in winter
quarters, and would not, on various accounts,
undertake aﬁything of consequence at such a
season, moved the whole of his army southward,
for the purpose of co-operating with Soult and

* Lieutenant-colonel Macpherson, who has contributed
many interesting particulars to these Memoirs, had upon this
occasion been exerting himself to restrain some of the least
disorderly of the seldiers, but without mach success; for-so
soon as they were ordered to “ fall in,” others fell out, until
he was left almost alone. Picton seeing him in the square
thus  oeeupied, encouraged him in his laudable efforts;
but Macphesson, tired of the endless task, observed to the
general, « If you will keep them together, sir, I will collect
them.” The duty of each, however, was equally unsatisfac-

tory ; for, impeHed by the hope of plunder and intoxication,
even Picton was soon deserted.
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Suchet, in overwhelming Blake and the Cata-
lonians before the opening of another campaign,
when their whole united force would become
disposable on this side. .As soon as Leord
Wellington saw him so far advanced, as to
afford him a probable opportunity of being able
to capture Ciudad Rodrigo before he could
return to its relief, he suddenly assembled four
divisions of the army, and completely invested
the place on the 8th instant; and carried the
approaches and works on with such astonishing
rapidity, that there were two practicable breaches
in the body of the place on the evening of the
19th, when it was determined to assault at all
points. The business was divided between the
third and the light divisions. The assault took
place at seven o’clock in the evening. The
third division had by far the most difficult
attack on the main breach, where the enemy
were most prepared. The troops were, in con-
sequence, exposed to a severe fire of hot shells
and musketry, as well as several explosions, from
which they suffered severely ; but nothing could
damp their ardour for a single moment. They
rushed impetuously forward, drove the enemy
from the breach as well as the entrenchments
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they had thrown up to defend it. The light
division shortly after seconded in the attack
allotted to them, and in a few minutes we drove
them from all their points of defence, and be-
came undisputed masters of the city. Our loss
on the occasion was very considerable, parti-
cularly in officers, of whom forty-one (in the
third division) were killed or wounded. It
was necessary to accelerate the attack, as Mar-
mont was returning rapidly, with a large army,
to its relief. Upon the whole, it has been a
most important as well as brilliant achievement,
and does much honour to the talents of our com-
mander. By this enterprise he has gained two
great points. He has effected an important
diversion in drawing Marshal Marmont’s army
back to this frontier, and he has, at the same
time, gained a position of the greatest import-
ance to our ulterior operations. —I don’t know
whether you will be able to decipher this scrawl.
My eyes are growing so bad, that I can with
difficulty make out any writing—particularly
my own. Be so good as to offer my best re-
membrances to Mrs. M. and all the family.
“ My dear sir, -
“ Very faithfully yours,
“ T. Picton.”
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Captain Kincaid, who upon this occasion led |
one of the storming parties against the small
breach, remarks:*— Finding the current of
soldiers setting towards the centre of the town,
I followed the stream, which conducted me into
the great square ; on one side of which the late
garrison were drawn up as prisoners, and the
rest of it was filled with British and Portuguese
intermixed, without any order or regularity.
I had been there but a very short time, when
they all commenced firing, without any osten-
sible cause; some fired at the doors and win-
dows, some at the roofs of houses, and chers at
the clouds; and, at last, some heads began to
be blown from their shoulders in the general
hurricane, when the voice of Sir Thomas Picton
with the power of twenty trumpets began to
threaten with his usual energy ; while Colonel
Bernard, Colonel Cameron, and some other
active officers, were carrying his orders into
effect with a strbng hand; for, seizing the
broken barrels of muskets which were lying
about in great abundance, they belaboured every
fellow most unmercifully about the head who
attempted either to load or fire, and finally suc-
ceeded in reducing them to order.”

* In his ¢ Adventures of the Rifle‘Brigade.”
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Lord Wellington, in concluding his despateh
containing the report of this important success,
observes :—

“ The conduct of all parts of the third di-
vision, in the operations which they performed

- with so much gallantry and exactness on the
evening. of the 19th, in the dark, affords the
strongest proof of the abilities of Lieutenant-
general Picton and Major-general Mackinnon,
by whom they were directed and led.”*

The morning following this night of blood
the troops were again reduced to order, and
it was remarkable to witness how quickly the

* Major-general Mackinnon had been an intimate and
esteemed friend of General Picton, and his death caused
him much concern. After the tumult was over and discipline
again restored, his remains were found ; when Picton, after
having taken a last look at them, calling to some pioneers,
bade them prepare a grave in the breach. This breach had
been won by the gallant deceased, and a better or a nobler
tomb could not have been selected ; and Picton appeared to
take a melancholy pleasure in thus paying a last tribute to
the remains of his friend. It was a soldier’s fitting resting-
place, and many a brave heart was buried there; but the
body was afterwards removed to Espija, where it was again
interred with military honours. By Lord Wellington’s orders,
General Crawfurd was also buried in the breach which Ae had
won; and no false notions or mistaken regard of friends
disturbed the remains of that intrepid soldier.
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wildest passions of men were subdued by dis-
cipline, The same man who but a few hours
previously had broken through every bond of
moral and physical restraint, was now the
orderly and obedient soldier. An officer who
served in the third division, relates, in his
agreeablé Reminiscences, a characteristic anec-
dote of General Picton, in allusion to the Eighty-
eighth regiment getting under arms on the
morning after the capture of this fortress.

“ We were about to resume our arms,” he
observes, “ when General Picton approached
us. Some of the soldiers, who were more than
usually elevated in spirits on his passing them,
called out, < Well, general, we gave you a cheer
last night; it is your turn now.’ The general,
smiling, took off his hat and said, ‘ Here, then,
you drunken set of brave rascals, Hurrah, we’ll
soon be at Badagjoz!” A shout of confidence
followed ; we slung. our firelocks, the bands
played, and we commenced our march for the
village of Atalaya in the highest spirits.”

So soon as undisturbed possession of the town
was obtained, the fortress was ordered to be re-
"paired, and every addition made to the defences.
which skill could dictate. Marmont was at this
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very period advancing toward Ciudad Rodrigo;
and it has since appeared that the French gene-
ral was not acquainted with the investment of
that fortress by the allies until the 15th of
January, when immediate and hasty prepara-
tions were made a second time to relieve it. But
the same want of correct intelligence still em-
barrassed him ; all communication with the gar-
rison was of course cut off, and not until eight
days after the English had carried the place did
Marmont know that fact. How much may be
done in a short time by an active body of
engineers, is demonstrated by the circumstance
that, by the time Marmont was apprised of the
fall of Ciudad Rodrigo, it was placed in almost
as formidable a state of defence as before the
breaches had been made.

The French general did not therefore think
it prudent to make any immediate attempt for-
its recovery, but, as the weather was inclement
and wet, he allowed the allies to retain, unmo-
lested, this valuable fortress ; probably in the
expectation that Lord Wellington would be
satisfied with his success, and continue no fur-
ther operations until the severity of winter had
passed.
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If these were his views, however, he little
knew the active mind of his opponent, and
did not reflect upon the difference of their
relative situations. Marmont was at the head
of an army which belonged to a victorious
nation; his force was already large, and his
hopes of being reinforced almost amounted to
a certainty. Spain was at this moment vir-
tually a French province: Joseph Bonaparte
was still king, although he had more than once
rebelled against the imperious power which had
made him so.

Marmont thought, therefore, that he had little
to dread; he fancied he was not in an enemy’s
country, and consequently remained for a short
but fatal period inactive.

The views and expectations of Lord Wel-
lington were widely different: his army was
composed of half foreigners, while the British
troops were principally raw recruits, wanting
confidence in themselves, and receiving little
encouragement from the inhabitants, who, now
tired and exhausted by war, made little distinc-
tion between friend and foe ; as each of them
consumed the produce of their soil, and made
their dwellings the scene of their contest. Lord

VOL. IIL G
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Wellington had learned not to expect too much
from the promises of the British government,
and the levies now sent out were so few that
they were little more than sufficient to fill up
the heavy losses which the army sustained.
The supplies of provision were equally scanty,
and plunder was frequently resorted to by the
soldiers in order to supply the mere wants of
nature, although this was in defiance of the
general orders issued by the commander of
the forces. The physical disabilities under
which Lord Wellington laboured compelled
him to keep his army in the field in the depth
of winter, and to subject his troops to every
hardship and privation, in order to take advan-
tage of the inactivity of his opponent, who did
not give him or his soldiers credit for such
daring and unexpected measures.

Apparently satisfied with the brilliant ter-
‘mination of his attack on the fortress of Ciudad
Rodrigo, Lord Wellington kept the army per-
fectly quiet in its neighbourhood; but it was
a deceptive calm, for he was at this moment
preparing to accomplish an undertaking of a
singularly bold and decisive character. This
movement, together with its preliminaries, was
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precisely one of those sudden but masked man-
ceuvres which so greatly distinguished the plans
of Napoleon. A whisper spread through the
army that Badajoz was to be the next object
of attack ; but by the following extract from
a letter of General Picton’s to a friend in Lon-
don, it would appear that /e at least was fully
aware of the intentions of the commander of
the forces. He observes in this letter, « I think
your reply will meet me at Badajoz; for we
are making active although silent preparations
to invest that place,” &c.

This letter is dated February the 9th.

The army remained in cantonments on the
Coa until March, when Lord Wellington es-
tablished his head-quarters at Elvas; in the
neighbourhood of which place the troops des-
tined for the siege were collected. On the 15th,
pontoon bridges were thrown over the Gua-
diana ; and the following day the third, fourth,
and light divisions crossed the river, and with
little opposition invested the fortress of Badajoz
on the south and east sides, the north being
protected by the river; and as the only bridge
was in the possession of the allies, but a small
force was requisite to confine the garrison in

G 2
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that direction. The troops were under the
command of Marshal Beresford and General
Picton, the latter being appointed by Lord
Wellington to conduct the siege ; and arduous
were the duties which he had to perform, —
even the weather seemed to conspire against
the besiegers, as it rained for several days toge-
ther with so much violence that the river was
swollen so as greatly to endanger the safety
of the bridge : still no obstacle could overcome
the energy of the troops, or the perseverance
of their officers.

The first point of attack was an outwork
called Fort Picurina, of which it was absolutely
necessary to obtain possession before the batte-
ries could be erected ; and accordingly, on the
night of the 17th, the first parallel was drawn
out, and the approaches were then continued
without intermission, although a tremendous
fire was kept up both from the fort and town.
On the 19th, the garrison (taking advantage
of a thick vapour produced by the continued
rains) made a sortie upon the trenches, both
with cavalry and infantry. The attack on the
workmen was sudden and unexpected; they
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were for a moment driven from the trenches in
disorder ; but some fresh troops being brought
up, they quickly formed, and became in their
turn the assailants, when they succeeded in
driving the enemy back, although not before
considerable damage had been done, and some
loss sustained.

General Picton, with one of his aides-de-
camp, Captain Cuthbert of the Fusileers, was
soon upon the spot, and assisted in rallying
the flying workmen, who at his well-known
voice regained confidence. The general was
on foot, but Captain Cuthbert was mounted :
Picton had just entrusted him with some
orders, and he had scarcely left his side, when
a shot from the fort struck him on the hip,
killed his horse, and mangled the lower part
of his body in a most frightful and fatal
manner.

General Picton had a sincere regard for this
aid-de-camp, and felt his loss doubly, not only
for his services as a valuable officer, but also
as an estimable young man. His death appears
to have been much regretted throughout the
division, as his manners whilst in the fulfilment
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of his duty were devoid of that arrogance
which was assumed by many of those holding
" similar confidential situations. '
The trenches during the greater part of this
siege were half full of water, and the progress
of the working parties was in consequence much
retarded by the earth giving way, and filling up
in a few minutes the labour of as many hours.
In spite, however, of the weather, the fire of the
enemy, and the circumstance of having to de-
vote as much time to the repair of their work
as in its execution, the besiegers were enabled
to open six batteries, mounting in all twenty-
eight guns, on the ninth day after the invest-
ment. The scene now became one of awful
grandeur; every element of destruction and
noise seemed concentrated upon this spot: but
the result of a modern siege is always certain,
unless some diversion is made from without;
and the only calculation to be made before its
commencement is, the manner in which it can
be effected with the greatest expedition and
the smallest sacrifice of life. The Fort of Picu-
rina, against which the principal fire had been
hitherto directed, presented on the 25th a most
dilapidated appearance, nearly all the guns be-
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ing dismounted and the walls in ruins; still,
however, it was strong as a place of defence:
But as the more important operations against
the town could not be pursued until this fort
was in possession of the besiegers, it was re-
solved that on the night of the 25th it should
be carried at the point of the bayonet.

For this important and hazardous under- '
taking five hundred men of the “fighting
division” were selected, and placed under the
command of Major-general Kempt. About ten
oclock, every arrangement having been made
for the attack, the little band commenced its
march in three different detachments, advan-
cing at the same moment; the right under
Major Shaw, the centre under Captain Powis,
and the left under Major Rudd. The fire which
met the assailants was most destructive; but
nothing could subdue their courage and perse-
verance. Three rows of strong palisades, pro-
tected by showers of musketry, offered a vain
resistance to their intrepidity ; for when they
failed at one point they directed their efforts
to another. The garrison showed a degree of
resolution in their defence honourable to the
French arms; but with resistance the assailants
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seemed only to gain determination: until, after
as brave a contest as ever distinguished the
troops of both nations, the British succeeded in
driving the enemy from the walls, and compel-
ling them to abandon the fort.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Siege of Badajoz.—Skill of the French governor in the art
of defence.—Memorandum issued by Lord Wellington.—
The attack made.—General Kempt badly wounded.—
Desperate efforts of the besieged.—Anecdote of Lieu-
tenant Macpherson.—General Picton wounded.—Anec-
dotes of Picton.—Dreadful havoc among the British.

" Tue siege of Badajoz is an event as ho-
nourable to our army as it was individually
glorious to Sir Thomas Picton ; for, regardless
of the illiberal attempts which were made to
take from him the glory which he there won,
the veteran never relates the taking of Bada-
joz without a just eulogium upon him who,
when every prospect of success seemed to have
fled, sent his aid-de-camp to the commander of
the forces with the gratifying announcement
that the place was captured! It is necessary
to give a brief outline of this siege in order
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properly to appreciate the services of General
Picton, and to understand the critical moment
in which those services were rendered.
Picurina being taken, the guns of that for-
tress were immediately turned against the
town, while the batteries were all concentrat-
ed upon the ramparts, with the intention of '
effecting two breaches; the one in the south-
east angle of the fort called La Trinidad, and
the other in the flank of the bastion called
Santa Maria. Soult was now in motion, using
strenuous arguments to persuade Marmont to
effect a junction with him for the relief of
Badajoz ; but that general preferred making
a diversion against Ciudad Rodrigo, in the
expectation of inducing Lord Wellington to
abandon the siege of Badajoz and hasten to its
relief. The English general knew, however, too
well the local obstacles against which Marmont
would have to contend : he had received infor-
mation that the rivers in the north were swollen,
so as to render the passage of an army a long
and tedious operation; and the only cause
of apprehension which Lord Wellington ex-
perienced at this period was, that the waters
might subside, or that Marmont, tired of wait-
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ing, would by forced marches endeavour to
unite with Soult in sufficient time to prevent
his obtaining possession of Badajoz.

Soult made a movement towards the besieged
fortress, but did not dare to risk a battle with
the force under his command. Preparations
were, however, made by the English general to
fight him without stopping the progress of the
siege ; for unless Marmont used extraordinary
exertions, he would be too late to save Badajoz,
as, without him, it was not supposed that Soult
would make any further efforts for its relief.
It was, therefore, a subject of much moment
that the proceedings against the town should
be carried on with the utmost activity.

Phillipon, the French general who com-
manded in Badajoz with a garrison of about
five thousand men, possessed great skill in
the art of defence, and every obstacle which
modern warfare could devise was thrown in
the way of the assailants; no opportunity was
lost; and when the outworks were destroyed
by the fire of the batteries, the besiegers
found others of nearly corresponding strength
prepared behind them ; while the following
morning frequently showed the vigilance of
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the defenders in the repair of the injury effect-
ed on the defences during the preceding day.
But the plan of Lord Wellington was simply to
make a practicable breach, and then trust to the
known and often-tried courage of his soldiers
to find their way through it into the town.

The operations of the besieged were, how-
ever, so daring, and their efforts to protract the
siege so constant and judicious, that the firing
in the breaches was ordered to be kept up dur-
ing the night, in order to check in some de-
gree the hardihood of their proceedings. But
by some neglect this order was not obeyed to
the extent desired, and on the morning of the
1st of April the garrison had succeeded in
raising several additional defences behind the
breaches; in consequence of which General
Picton issued the following order on the morn-
ing of that day :—

“ RESERVE ORDERS.
‘ Camp before Badajoz, 1st April.

“It having been reported to the command-
ing officer by the commanding engineer, that
the batteries, with the exception of that com-
manded by Lieutenant De Goeben, did not
fire at the breach last night according to orders
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given, he is determined to report every officer
to Lord Wellington who shall neglect this
duty.”

On the 5th of April expectation was at its
height ; the general impression amongst the
soldiers was that the attack would be made
that night. Lord Wellington made a close
reconnoissance of the breaches, attended by
several of his generals, when he came to a
determination that no longer time should be
lost, and directions were accordingly given to
the different officers to make the necessary pre-
parations. The principal engineer was in the
mean while desired to make his own observa-
tions upon the state of the breaches, and the
defences which the enemy had erected on the
inside. Having with some difficulty been en-
abled to effect this to his satisfaction, he re-
ported to the commander of the forces, that
although the great breach appeared sufficiently
easy of access, the works which the besieged
had thrown up in its rear would assist them in
making a formidable resistance, which could
not be overcome without a considerable sacri-
fice of men. Under these circumstances, it
was resolved to delay the attack until the fol-
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lowing day, while in the mean time the whole
of the batteries should direct their fire against
the curtain of La Trinidad, “in hopes that by
effecting a third breach, the troops would be
enabled to turn the enemy’s works for the de-
fence of the other two.” * The morning of the
6th opened with the same heavy cannonade
which had for twelve successive days been con-
tinued almost without cessation, and by four
oclock in the afternoon a third breach was re-
ported practicable. Once more Lord Welling-
ton made a reconnoissance; and upon this oc-
casion being satisfied with the appearance of
the breaches, he gave directions for the assault
to be made at ten o’clock that night. But in
order that a correct idea may be formed of the
intended operations, the memorandum issued
by the commander of the forces is here in-

serted.
¢ MEMORANDUM.

«1. The fort of Badajoz is tobe attacked at
ten o’clock this night.

«2. The attack must be made on three points ;
the castle, the face of the bastion of La Trinidad,
and the flank of the bastion of Santa Maria.

* Despatch.
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“3. The attack of the castle to be by esca-
lade; that of the two bastions by the storm of
the breaches.

“4. The troops for the storm of the castle,
consisting of the third division of infantry,
should move out from the right of the first
parallel at a little before ten o’clock, but not
to attack till ten o’clock.

«5. They should cross the river Rivillas, be-
low the broken bridge over that river, and at-
tack that part of the castle which is on the right,
looking from the trenches, and in the rear of
the great battery constructed by the enemy to
fire on the bastion of La Trinidad.

“6. Having arrived within the castle, and
being secured the possession of it, parties must
be sent to the left along the rampart, to fall on
the rear of those defending the great breach
in the bastion of La Trinidad, and to com-
municate with the right of the attack on that
bastion.

“7. The troops for this attack must have all
the long ladders in the engineers’ park, and six
of the lengths of the engineers’ ladders. They
must be attended by twelve carpenters with
axes, and by six miners with crow-bars, &c.
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«8. The fourth division, with the exception
of the covering party in the trenches, must
make the attack on the face of the bastion of
La Trinidad, and the light division on the flank
of the bastion of Santa Maria.

«“9. These two divisions must parade in close
columns of divisions at nine o’clock. The light
division with the left in front; the fourth di-
vision, with its advanced guard, with the left in
front; the remainder with the right in front.
The fourth division must be on the right of the
little stream, near the picquet of the fourth di-
vision ; and the light division must have the
river on their right.

“10. The light division must throw one hun-
dred men into the quarries, close to the covered
way of the bastion of Santa Maria; who, as
soon as the garrison are disturbed, must keep
down by their fire the fire from the face of
the bastion of Santa Maria, and that from the
covered way.

“11. The advance of both divisions must
consist of five hundred men from each, at-
tended by twelve ladders; and the men of the
storming party should carry sacks filled with
light materials, to be thrown into the ditch,
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to enable the troops to descend into it. Care
must be taken that these bags are not thrown
into the covered way.

~ “12. The advance of the light division must
precede that of the fourth division, and both
must keep as near the inundation as they pos-
sibly can. .

“18. The advance of both divisions must be
formed into firing parties and storming parties.
The firing parties must be spread along the
crest of the glacis, to keep down the fire of the
enemy ; while the men of the storming party,
who carry bags, will enter the covered way
at the place d’armes, under the breached face
of the bastion of La Trinidad; those attached
to the fourth division on its right, those to the
light division on its left, looking from the
trenches or the camp.

“14. The storming party of the advance of
the light division will then descend into the
ditch, and, turning to its left, storm the breach
in the flank of the bastion of Santa Maria ;
while the storming party of the fourth division
will likewise descend into the ditch and storm
the breach in the face of the bastion of La
Trinidad. The firing parties are to follow
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immediately in the rear of their respective
storming parties.

«15. The heads of the two divisions will fol-
low their advanced guards, keeping nearly to-
gether; but they will not advance beyond the
shelter afforded by the quarries on the left of
the road till they will have seen the heads of
the advanced guards ascend the breaches: they
will then move forward to the storm in double-
quick time.

“16. If the light division should find the
bastion of Santa Maria entrenched, they will
turn the right of the entrenchment, by moving
along the parapet of the bastion. The fourth
division will do the same by an entrenchment
which appears on the left face looking from
the trenches of the bastion of La Trinidad.

“17. The light division, as soon as they are
in possession of the rampart of Santa Maria,
are to turn to their left, and to proceed along
the rampart to their left, keeping always a
reserve at the breach.

“18. The advanced guard of the fourth di-
vision are to turn to their left, and to keep
up the communication with the light division:
the fourth division are to turn to their right, and
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to communicate with the third division by the
bastion of San Pedro and the demi-bastion
of San Antonio, taking care to keep a reserve
at the bastion of La Trinidad.

“19. Each (the fourth and light) division
must leave one thousand men in reserve in the
quarries.

“20. The fourth division must endeavour to
get open the gate of La Trinidad: the light
division must do the same by the gate called
Puerto del Pillar.

“21. The soldiers must leave their knapsacks
in camp.

“22. In order to aid these operations, the
howitzers, in number twelve, are to open a fire
upon the batteries constructed by the enemy to
fire upon the breach, as soon as the officers
will observe that the enemy are aware of the
attack, which they must continue till they see
that the third division are in possession of the
castle.

«“23. The commanding officer in the trenches
is to attack the ravelin of Saint Roque with
two hundred of the covering party, moving
from the right of the second parallel, and
round the right of the ravelin looking from

H 2
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the trenches, and attacking the barriers and
gates of communication between the ravelin
and bridge; while two hundred men, likewise
of the covering party, will rush from the right
of the sap into the salient angle of the cover-
ed way of the ravelin, and keep up a fire on
its faces. 'These last should not advance from
the sap till the party to attack the gorge of
the ravelin will have turned it. That which
will move into the covered way on the right
of the ravelin looking from the trenches ought
not to proceed further down than the angle
formed by the face and the flank. .

« 924, The remainder of the covering party
to be a reserve in the trenches. The working
parties in the trenches are to join their regi-
ments at half-past seven o’clock. Twelve car-
penters with axes, and ten miners with crow-
bars, must be with each (fourth and light)
division. A party of one officer and twenty
artillery-men must be with each division.

« 95 The fifth division must be formed, one
brigade on the ground occupied by the Forty-
eighth regiment, one brigade on the Sierra del
Viento, and one brigade on the low grounds
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extending to the Guadiana, now occupieu vy
- the picquets of the light division.

“26. The picquets of the brigades on the
Sierra del Viento, and that in the low grounds
towards the Guadiana, should endeavour to
alarm the enemy during the attack by firing at
the Pardaleras, and at the men in the covered
way of the works towards the Guadiana.

“ 27. The commander of the forces particu-
larly requests the general officers command-
ing divisions and brigades, and the command-
ing officers of regiments, and the officers com-
manding companies, to impress upon their men
the necessity of keeping together and formed
as a military body, after the storm and during
the night. Not only the success of the opera-
tion and the honour of the army, but their
own individual safety, depend upon their being
in a situation to repel any attack by the enemy,
and to overcome all resistance which they may
be inclined to make, till the garrison have been

completely subdued.”

We have been informed froin many sources,
that, according to the original “plan of attack,
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the third division was only to have made a
feint against the castle. As Lord Wellington
doubted the practicability of a successful esca-
lade, he had abandoned the idea of any serious
attempt in that quarter: but upon the repre-
sentation and arguments of General Picton, it
was afterwards determined that his division
should make the attempt. This determination
decided the fate of Badajoz.

The original time appointed for making the
assault was seven; but so many arrangements
were necessary, that it was afterwards post-
poned until®ten oclock: a delay that en-
abled the enemy to construct defences which,
it will be shown, offered such unexpected ob-
stacles to the progress of the assailants, that
even the undaunted resolution of our soldiers
must have been shaken, had not an unex-
pected event paralyzed the efforts of the de-
fenders. It will be seen by the arrangements,
that the attack was to be made simultaneously
at all points. Picton and his division were to
move from the trenches a short while before
the others; but they were to appear beneath
the walls of tlte castle at the moment when
the assault was to commence on the breaches,
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and the diversion was to be made by the fifth
division on the opposite side of the town, near
San Vincente.

The number of troops directed to storm
Badajoz amounted to about nineteen thousand
men ; and never were soldiers in better heart or
condition : one spirit seemed to pervade them.
Some had already tried the strength of the
defences against which they were now about
to be led, in the unsuccessful attempt upon
Fort Christoval during the former siege ; but
any one who had seen the bearing of the men
when drawn up in preparation for the attack
could scarcely have doubted the result. It was
not alone the hope of conquest that now led
them on; another, but not a better feeling,
was stirring in their breasts: they burned to
remove the stigma of former failures, and also
to satisfy their hatred of the inhabitants, who
had ever been unfriendly to the British troops.
These motives had raised a combination of
feelings which rendered this service a more
than ordinary cause of excitement.  The
French in their turn were anxiously awaiting
the contest, relying on the activity and skill of
their distinguished commandant ; and, assured
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by the success of their previous efforts, they
anticipated the attack with confidence. Pre-
pared moreover on all hands and in every way
to destroy, they hoped to drive the assailants
back to their trenches, and compel them to
raise the siege. As the hour approached, each
man made his preparation in silence; for on
such occasions it would be ill-timed and un-
kind to oppose the wishes of the brave and
devoted men upon whose exertions all must
depend.

The night was dark and damp; a cold vapour
hung around the town, partly composed of the
dense smoke which had been left by the day’s
firing hanging heavily in the still air. But
this stillness was not to last long. Near the
appointed time, while the men were waiting
with increased anxiety, Picton with his staff
came up. The troops fell in; all were in a
momeunt silent, until the general, in his calm
and impressive manner, addressed a few words
to each regiment.

The signal was not yet given; but the enemy,
by means of lighted carcases, discovered the
position of Picton’s soldiers : to delay longer
would only have been to expose his men
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unnecessarily ; he therefore gave the word to
“ advance.” The regiments composing the
third division upon this occasion deserve par-
ticular mention. The Forty-fifth took the
lead ; and the Seventy-fourth, Eighty-eighth,
Fifth, Seventy-seventh, KEighty-third, and
Ninety-fourth, closely followed. But it would
be injustice to pass over the two regiments
of Portuguese, the Ninth and Twenty-first,
under Colonel de Champlemond, who nobly
bore their part in the struggle of the night.
Advancing at a steady pace, they crossed a
small mill-stream called the Rivillas, but not
unobserved : some fire-balls sent forth by the
garrison burning brilliantly in the air over
their heads, showed the silent march of the
column. The enemy’s fire immediately open-
ed, and every available gun was brought to
bear upon their ranks. Still there was no
pause; not a shot was returned ; but quickly
filling up the intervals caused by this destruc-
tive fire, they moved on. The illuminated air
now showed them their path ; but the storm of
shot grew closer and hotter at every step as the
enemy saw more clearly their assailants, until,
having crossed the stream, Picton’s soldiers set
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up a loud shout, and rushed forward up the
steep, to the ditch at the foot of the castle
walls.

General Kempt, who had thus far been with
Picton at the head of the division, was here
badly wounded and carried to the rear. Picton
was therefore left alone to ‘conduct the assault:
and the desperate nature of the service called
for all his energies.

Arrived in the ditch, the leading engineer,

¥ Lieutenant Mac Carthy, of the Fiftieth regi-
ment, who had volunteered for this service,
found that the ladders had been laid upon the
paling of the ditch. This brave officer, finding
that these palings had not yet been removed,
and that they formed a considerable barrier to
the advance of the men, cried out, *“ Down
with the paling!” and immediately applying
his own hands to effect this, with the assistance
of a few others, he succeeded in forcing them
down. Through this gap rushed Picton, fol-
lowed by his men; but so thick was the fire
upon this point, that death seemed inevitable.
For a moment the soldiers were paralyzed, and
wavered ; but the voice of their general was
heard above the din, and they again moved over
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their fallen comrades, bearing the ponderous
ladders on their shoulders, crowding to raise
‘them against the walls ; but the fire was so tre-
mendous, that this forlorn-hope was all but ex-
terminated.

It is said that each soldier on the walls had
six muskets, which he fired in turn as they were
loaded by others; at the same time vast frag-
ments of stone like rocks, which had been kept
poised upon the walls, were pitched down upon
the assailants, crushing them in a frightful
manner ; whilst hand-grenades, shells, and guns
loaded to the muzzle with grape and case-shot,
all burst forth at once. The incessant flashes
threw a terrible glare over the scene; and the
men could be discerned running to and fro in
the ditch, some pressing forward with the lad-
ders, others endeavouring to raise them, and
many falling in the act: quickly, however, was
their place again filled up. They then strove
to rest the ladders against the ramparts; but
the defenders, prepared for every attempt, had
long poles shod with iron, with which they
forced them back, while those on the wall,
pointing their muskets down on each side,
swept off all who endeavoured to mount.
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At length, however, the assailants succeeded
in erecting three ladders ;* but the rush of men
and the fire of the enemy caused the ladders to"
break, when those who had succeeded in mount-
ing them were thrown upon the bayonets of

* One of the first to make the daring ascent was Lieu-
tenant Macpherson of the Forty-fifth, (whose name has been
before mentioned,) closely followed by Sir Edward Paken-
ham. He arrived unharmed to within a few rounds of the
.top, when he discovered that the ladder was about three feet
too short. Still undaunted, he called loudly to those below
to raise it more perpendicularly; and while he with great
exertion pushed it from the wall at the top, the men with a
loud cheer brought it nearer at the base: but this was done
so suddenly, that Macpherson was on a level with the ram-
part before he could prepare for defence, and he saw a
French soldier deliberately point his musket against his
body; and, without having the least power to strike it aside,
the man fired. The ball struck one of the Spanish silver
buttons on his waistcoat, which it broke in half : this changed
its deadly direction, and caused it to glance off; not, how-
ever, before it had broken two ribs, the fractured part of
one being pressed in upon his lungs so as almost to stop
respiration. Still he did not fall, but contrived to hold
on by the upper round of the ladder, conscious that he was
wounded, but ignorant to what extent. He could not, how-
ever, advance. Pakenham strove to pass him, but in the ef-
fort was also severely wounded. Almost at the same mo-
ment the ladder broke: destruction seemed inevitable, for a
chevauz de frise of bayonets was beneath. Still, even at such
a moment as this, their presence of mind was unshaken:
Pakenham, taking the hand of the wounded Macpherson,
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their comrades below, where they met with a
horrid and lingering death. Hundreds had
fallen, and every moment added to the carnage.
Still there was no pause, not a soldier thought
of retreat; for a wild feeling of revenge now

said, « God bless you, my dear fellow ! we shall meet again!”
And they did meet again, but not where Pakenham meant,
for they both recovered from their wounds.

Macpherson contrived, by getting to the back of the lad-
der, to descend to the ditch in safety, where he lay for a
short time insensible. When reason returned, he found him-
self attended by two of his men, one supporting his head up-
on his knees, and the other holding a cup of chocolate to his
lips: the shots were ploughing up the ground in every direc-
tion around them ; but, unmoved and unhurt, they continued
their friendly occupation. Macpherson made a violent effort
to rise, during which the bone which had been pressing on
his lungs was forced from its place, and he obtained instant
relief. He arose and again mounted a ladder; but the walls
were now gained : he therefore directed his steps towards the
tower, on which he bad in the morning seen the French flag
waving in proud defiance; his object was to gain it. But all
was now confusion and slaughter ; the enemy continued to
defend every tenable post, and the infuriated soldiers were
bayonetting them without mercy, *“Iat length,” (to use his
own words,) ‘ found my way to the tower, where I perceived
the sentry still at his post. With my sword drawn, I seized
him, and desired him in French to show me the way to the
colours. He replied, ¢ Je ne sais pas.” Tupon this gave him
a slight cut across the face, saying at the same time, ¢ Vous
le savez a présent;’ on which he dashed his arms upon the
ground, and, striking his breast, said, as he raised his head
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led them on with sanguinary fury; every shot
that struck a comrade to the earth filled the
survivors with deadlier rage. ‘

A ball had struck Picton on the groin a little
above his watch, whilst leading his soldiers to
the foot of the ramparts. A distinguished offi-
cer who was by his side at the time, and to
whom we are indebted for much interesting in-
formation respecting the events of this night,
thinks the ball had first struck the earth; still
the blow was severe. He did not fall or bleed,
but being assisted to the glacis, in a short time
became extremely faint and almost insensible.
He remained in this state for nearly twenty

minutes ; when the pain having in some degree

and pointed to his heart, ¢ Frappez, je suis Frangais !’ his
manner at the same time indicating that the colour was
there. I could not wait to provide for the safety of this
brave fellow ; so I called out loudly for a non-commissioned
officer to take charge of him, so that he should not be hurt,
One stepped forward ; when, giving him instructions to pro-
tect the gallant soldier, I ascended the tower; but my pre-
caution was vain, for I afterwards discovered that this noble
fellow was amongst the dead.”

Macpherson was rewarded upon reaching the top of the
tower by finding the French colour still flying. He instantly
tore it down ; when, for lack of anything else, he took off his
red jacket, and hoisted it on the staff as an honourable sub-
stitute for the British flag.
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subsided, refusing medical aid, ‘he again pro-
ceeded to direct the attack. He now saw his
men moving amidst the dying and dead, while
the incessant fire was still mowing them down ;
he could also perceive that they had not yet
struck a blow in return, for during this period
the defenders had scarcely lost a man. Picton’s
soldiers were amazed at the overwhelming fire
that was poured upon them ; but they heard
their general calling upon them in a calm
energetic tone, not to desert him, but to make
one effort more. “ If we cannot win the castle,”
he cried, “let us die upon the walls ”¥*  This
was sufficient ; fresh ladders were raised against
another part of the battlements, and hundreds
rushed forward to scale them, when the struggle
again commenced : this part of the wall was
not qui\te so high.

* ¢ Picton, seeing the frightful situation in which he was
placed, became uneasy; but the good-will with which his
brave companions exposed and laid down their lives, reassured
him; be called out to his men, told them they had never been
defeated, and that now was the moment to conquer or die.
Picton, although not loved by his soldiers, was respected by
them; and his appeal, as well as his unshaken front, did
wonders in changing the desperate state of the division.”—
Reminiscences of a Subaltern.
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Colonel Ridge of thé Forty-fifth, who had so
greatly distinguished himself at Ciudad Rodrigo,
was again foremost: a ladder was dashed against
the battlement, when, springing forward, he
rushed up, followed on every round by his fear-
less and devoted soldiers. He had ascended so
quickly, that, before those on the top could
force the ladder back, the weight was too great,
and it pressed firmly against the wall. But
who could hope to gain the summit and live?
The enemy were now concentrated round the
top to pour their fire on each man as he ad-
vanced ; pikes, bayonets, and the unceasing
stream of musketry were to be passed before the
wall could be reached. Ridge still, however,
pressed on, his sword guarding his head, and
the bayonets of those on the next rounds thrust
upwards to protect him. Other ladders were
erected, and with better success; the enemy in
their turn were paralyzed at the unconquerable
resolution of the assailants. Despair of being
able to repulse them seemed now to have seized
the defenders ; it might even be supposed that
they were tired of killing: certain, however, it
is, that their efforts were becoming more feeble,
for Ridge, Canch, and several more, gained a
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footing on the battlements. Then (for the
first time during the night) did the tide turn
in favour of the assailants. A continued rush
of troops now followed up the ladders; as the
enemy made but a slight resistance when the
wall was gained. This conquest had cost the
victors much, but the defenders paid a dear and
bloody price for the injury which they had
inflicted. From men so infuriated with the
disappointment of repeated failure little mercy
could be expected ; few, very few of those who
had assisted in raising the pile of dead that now
nearly filled the ditch, were left to boast of
their deeds.

The wound which Picton had received pre-
vented his ascending the ladders to enter the
castle, and he was in consequence compelled to
remain in the ditch, but he was not inactive
for, calling up the whole of the straggling par-
ties, he ordered them all to ascend the walls,
and thus poured in a powerful assistance to
co-operate with those already in possession in
resisting any efforts on the part of the enemy
for recovering the castle.

But we must now take a slight retrospect of
the assault on the breaches, and the operations

VOL. IL I
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of the fifth division against the Pardaleras and
San Vincente, in order to form an opinion of
the importance of Picton’s success. It is not,
however, necessary to dwell upon the details of
these attacks.

The fourth and light divisions were ordered
on this fearful duty. They advanced a short
time after Picton’s division had moved against
the castle. Their united numbers amounted to
about ten thousand men, commanded by Major-
general Colville and Lieutenant-colonel Barnard.
The attack made by these troops is perhaps one
of the most extraordinary instances of daring in
history : as an appalling proof of the wildness
and even madness of men when stimulated to
desperation by resistance and impelled by re-
venge, it stands unparalleled. But these were
not the only feelings which pervaded this gal-
lant band ; it would be injustice to them to
deny that in the breasts of many there lived a
nobler and better motive.

They moved from the trenches and reached
the glacis in silence: there the enemy dis-
covered them, and the work of death com-
menced. The ditch was to be crossed: some
few availed themselves of the ladders; but, im-
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patient of this slow mode of descent, the men
rushed to the brink, and the column poured
down like a falling cataract. The enemy had
waited for this moment to set at work all their
instruments of destruction.

“ Never, probably, since the discovery of
gunpowder,” says Colonel Jones, “ were men
more exposed to its action than those assembled
in the ditch to assault the breaches. Many
thousand shells and hand-grenades, numerous
bags filled with powder, every kind of burning
composition and destructive missile, had been
prepared and placed along the parapet of the
whole front: these, under an incessant roll of
musketry, were hurled into the ditch without
intermission for upwards of two hours, giving
to its surface an appearance of vomiting fire,
and producing sudden flashes of light more
vivid than the day. Description, however,
conveys but a faint idea of the imposing na-
ture of such a mode of defence. The doors of
success were certainly thrown open; but they
were so vigilantly guarded, the approach to
them was so strewn with difficulties, and the
scene altogether so appalling, that instead of
its being a disparagement to the troops to have

12
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failed in forcing through them, is it not rather
a subject for pride and exultation that they
had firmness to persevere in the attempt until
recalled ?”

Yet they did persevere in defiance of all these
horrors, and the pile of dead and dying which
was soon accumulated : the living still rushed
on to gain the breach, or fill it with their bodies.
Closely packed in the narrow ditch, every ex-
plosion and every shot found a victim, until it
more resembled a grave where the living were
interred with the dead. It would have been a
hopeless effort to escape or even to avoid the
destruction ; and the shell was frequently seen
about to explode, without the beholder having
power to move from its vicinity. But the hope
of gaining the breach made them submnit with-
out a murmur to the havoc made in their ranks.
Much confusion existed for a short time by
the circumstance of an unfinished ravelin
being mistaken for the breach : it was, how-
ever, too easily gained; no enemy was on the
summit. But it was not a position to be main-
tained : a murderous fire from the ramparts in
the rear, on each side, and from the breach,
swept the crown of this elevation, and many
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fell rolling back upon their advancing friends.
Still, others pressed forward and jumped into
the ditch which separated it from the ram-
parts; while some, moving to the right of the
ravelin, joined them; when, forming in one
close but irregular mass, they rushed up the
crumbling ruins of the breach.

It would be vain to attempt an adequate
description of this wild and sanguinary scene;
to trace all its features is impossible. When
the troops had arrived on the crown of the
breach, an unexpected obstacle was found to
exist ; one that seemed at once to defy every
effort of desperation to overcome. This was a
chevaux de frise of sword-blades, fixed in beams
of wood, the ends of which were buried deep-
ly in the ruins, and chained to each other both
inside and out; between these were rows of
muskets, which poured forth a deadly and in-
cessant fire upon the almost frantic assailants,
as, goaded to desperation by this unlooked-for
check, they dashed the butts of their muskets
with wild fury against the firmly-rooted blades.
While thus vainly endeavouring to overcome
this barrier, the enemy, who lined the ramparts
on each side, continued to send forth every
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missile of destruction, and at the same time
kept up an incessant fire of musketry ; so that
the troops, unable to advance and unwilling
to return, stood with reckless daring to be
massacred by the enemy, who mowed them
down with impunity. The sloping ruins were
quickly covered with their bodies, some only
disabled, others sadly mutilated ; but all were
soon alike, as their crushed and mangled re-
mains were trampled into shapeless masses by
their intrepid comrades. Unappalled by the
havoc which strewed their path, fresh men
still pressed up the breach: beneath that fire no
man could live, but they could die; and hope-
less but desperate, they crowded forward, un-
shrinking, unsubdued. The loud shouts of
triumph sent forth by the defenders were
answered by wild cries of defiance from the
devoted English; and that was again echoed
by the hollow moans and piercing cries of the
trampled fallen. Many feats of daring gal-
lantry were performed upon this memorable
night by individuals, which, could they be re-
corded, would hand to posterity a list of names
worthy of fame.



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 119

CHAPTER V.

Capture of the Castle of Badajoz.—Lord Wellington directs
it to be retained at all hazards.—Successful attack on the
breaches at the bastion of San Vincente.—The Governor
retires to Fort Christoval.—Attempt to retake the Castle.
—Death of Colonel Ridge.—Surrender of the Garrison,—
Anecdotes of Picton and his Division.—Picton’s Letters
on the Siege destroyed ; inference to be drawn therefrom.
—Lord Liverpool’s eulogium on Picton.—Character of the
Third Division.

It would have been difficult to determine
whether the soldiers or the officers were most
conspicuous in this struggle for death; leaders
were never for one moment wanting, nor
hundreds to follow them : but it was still the
same hopeless strife—no single step was gained,
the same impenetrable barrier stood uninjured ;
while the garrison, exulting in the success of
their stratagem, plied their muskets with in-
creasing and frightful rapidity. To continue
this unavailing sacrifice of life would have been
inhuman. Lord Wellington received repeated
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communications from the officers commanding
the attack ; but no one brought him any change,
or held out any prospect of success. The red
glare upon the dark clouds, and the incessant
din of arms, told him clearly that the contest
was still raging with unabated fury. He
knew well the slaughter attendant upon the
assault of a breach; a brief struggle is there
-surely a bloody one, but the long continuance
of this promised a frightful return. He knew
that his soldiers would not desist while an
entire company remained to die; but justice
to these brave men demanded that he should
put a stop to the work of destruction — and he
ordered the retreat to be sounded.

At this moment, directed by the burning
flambeaux to the post occupied by the com-
mander of the forces and his staff, an officer
rode up at speed — it was Picton’s confidential
aid-de-camp. “ Who’s that ?” said the chief,
in his usual sharp but firm tone. * Lieutenant
Tyler,” was the reply. “ Ah, Tyler, — well ?”
observed his lordship. ¢ General Picton has
taken the castle, my lord,” said Tyler. ¢ Then
the place is ours,” exclaimed Wellington ; and
Tyler was immediately ordered to return to
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Picton, with directions to keep possession of
the castle at all hazards. 'T'yler hastened back ;
but Picton, never for one moment forgetting
or misunderstanding the spirit of his instruc-
tions, had already ordered parties to proceed
along the ramparts to the breaches. The enemy,
upon his retreat from the castle, had closed and
strongly barricaded the gates communicating
with the ramparts. To force these ponderous
iron-bound barriers was a work of difficulty,
with the means at their disposal.

Again, the enemy having received some re-
inforcements from San Vincente, were mak-
ing demonstrations to retake the castle ; when
Picton sent in some fresh troops to repel the
threatened attack, while others were employed
in battering the gates. The success of Pic-
ton’s escalade had, however, destroyed the se-
curity and confidence of the garrison. The
castle commanded the whole town; and un-
less it could be retaken, the further efforts of
the French in defending the breaches must be
ultimately defeated. Other operations were,
moreover, in progress against the fort of Par-
daleras and the bastion of San Vincente. Ge-
neral Walker’s brigade of the fifth division
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had made a successful assault on the latter;
for the enemy’s troops destined to defend this
post had been called upon to aid in the attempt
to recapture the castle, and in consequence
those that were left made at first but a feeble
resistance, and the British troops quickly suc-
ceeded in establishing themselves upon the
walls. As soon, however, as the French had
recovered from their first panic, they were rallied
by their officers, and a desperate conflict ensued,
when the English were again partially driven
back ; but fresh troops were rushing up the
ladders, and these being formed by Colonel
Nugent as they reached the rampart, received
the French with so steady and close a volley,
that they were almost annihilated: the bayonet
finished the work, and the British troops ad-
vanced into the town, hurrying through the
main street to attack the breaches and retrench-
ments of the enemy in the rear. KEvery exer-
tion had been made during this period by
Picton’s soldiers to force the communications
from the castle to the ramparts; but some of
the gateways were filled up with solid masonry,
while others were of such massy workmanship
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and so firmly secured, that all their efforts were
vain.

General Picton, upon being made acquainted
with this, sent the same aid-de-camp to inform
the commander of the forces of the difficulty
which his soldiers found in effecting a passage
to the breach. Upon receiving this informa-
tion, Lord Wellington, having ordered the
light and fourth divisions to cease the attack,
sent word to Picton to blow down the gates,
but remain in the castle until daylight, when,
with about two thousand soldiers, he was to
sally out upon the ramparts, while the attack
in front of the breaches was to be resumed by
the two divisions which had already suffered so
much and fought so well.

Picton accordingly prepared to obey the in-
structions of his chief; but the British bugles
were now sounding in the rear of the enemy’s
entrenchments, and the English soldiers were
rushing forward to clear the breaches. The
light and fourth divisions were again ordered to
advance against the breach of La Trinidad. But
there was now no enemy: for, alarmed by the
surrounding attack, and convinced that longer
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resistance would be unavailing, Phillipon con-
trived to cross the bridge, and throw himself
and part of his garrison into Fort Christoval,
leaving to the allies the prize for which they
had so nobly fought. The two divisions mount-
ed the breach, passed over the hill of dead, and
reached the chevaur de frise; but the resist-
ance had ceased ; instead of the showers of balls
which had before assailed them at that fatal
spot, they now stood uninjured. Still with
difficulty they forced the unguarded barrier;
but so soon as an entrance was effected, they
rushed like a torrent into the devoted city.

The last effort of the enemy to recover
Badajoz was an attack upon the castle; but
Picton’s invincible and victorious soldiers beat
back the French with frightful slaughter,—
not, however, until as brave an officer as ever
fought had fallen by almost the last shot. This
was Ridge, who was the first upon the walls,
and whose daring example, both at Ciudad
Rodrigo and Badajoz, had rendered him an
object of emulation throughout the army.

A writer to whom we have before alluded, in
concluding his account of the siege of Badajoz,*

* In ““ The United Service Joﬁrnal.”
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observes: ¢ An attempt to retake the castle was
made in vain. But the brave Colonel Ridge of
the Fifth, who had so distinguished himself, lost
his life by almost one of the last shots that were
fired in this fruitless effort to recover a place
which had cost the army the heart’s-blood
of the third division: and the army saw like
a speck in the horizon the scattered remnant
of Picton’s invincible soldiers, as they stood
in a lone group upon the ramparts of a spot
that, by its isolated situation, towering height,
and vast strength, seemed not to appertain to
the rest of the fortifications, and which the
enemy, with their entirely disposable force,
were unable to retake from the few brave men
that now stood triumphant upon its lofty
battlements. Nevertheless, triumphant and
stern as was their attitude, it was not without
its alloy, for more than five-sixths of their
officers and comrades either lay dead at their
feet, or badly wounded in the ditch below
them. All their generals, Picton amongst the
number, and almost all their colonels, were
either killed or wounded; and as they stood
to receive the praises of their commander, and
the cheers of their equally brave but unfor-
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tunaté companions in arms, their diminished
front and haggard appearance told with terri-
ble truth the nature of the conflict in which
they had been engaged.”

Thus terminated this important siege, dearly
purchased, it is true, but never did soldiers
cover themselves with so much glory as those
who conquered Badajoz. France heard of it
with wonder and ill-concealed dismay ; for the
details which were given to the French nation,
by exaggerating the amount of resistance in
the defenders, only added to the degree of skill
and courage demanded for its subjection. This
was the first perfect lesson which the enemy
had learned of the invincible nature of British
soldiers, and it produced its effect. Napoleon
is said to have observed in the memorable field
of Waterloo, ¢ These English never know when
they are beaten.”

As may be imagined from the details here
given, the loss sustained by the allies was very
great; nearly five thousand men had fallen
from the commencement of the siege until
the moment when the flag of England was
seen floating over the city.

Colonel Napier remarks, that when the ex-
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tent of the night’s havoc was made known to
Lord Wellington, the firmness of his nature
gave way for a moment, and the pride of con-
quest yielded to a passionate burst of grief for
the loss of his gallant soldiers

Phillipon and the remainder of the garrison

We have met with several anecdotes relating to this
siege in the accounts of those who witnessed the events of
this night, and who shared in its dangers, but whose better
fortune spared them to relate the deeds of those who fell.
From that excellent periodical the United Service Journal
the following anecdotes are extracted, which refer in parti-
cular to General Picton and his division.

A medical officer, whose more humane duties debarred
him from entering into the sanguinary struggle at Badajoz,
and who was necessarily better enabled to observe and note
the passing events, after having remarked upon the repeated
arrivals of aides-de-camp from the breaches, announcing
the total failure of the attack, and that unless some rein-
forcements were sent the troops would be compelled to re-
treat, adds:

« Another staff-officer soon arrived, bringing information
that General Picton had obtained possession of the castle.

« ¢« Who brings that intelligence ?” exclaimed Lord Wel-
lington.

 The officer gave his name.+

“ ¢ Are you certain, sir?’

« ¢« T entered the castle with the troops—have just left it,
and Geueral Picton in possession.’

4+ Lieutenant Tyler, the officer before alluded to as sent
by General Picton with this information.
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surrendered early on the following morning.
Would that the pen could stop here, and close
the account of this brilliant achievement! But
it cannot be — the degrading tale is already
told, and those who have thus far admired
the brave and enduring soldiers for the devo-
tion with which they fought, must look with
disgust upon the lawless plunderer and the

¢¢¢ With how many men ?’

¢ ¢« His division.’

¢ It is impossible to imagine the change this produced in
the feelings of all around.

‘¢ ¢ Return, sir, and desire General Picton to maintain his
position at all hazards.’

“ Having despatched this messenger, Lord Wellington
directed a second officer to proceed to the castle to repeat
his orders to General Picton.”

Alluding to the failure of the soldiers to force the gates
and attack the breaches in rear, the enemy at the same
time threatening the recapture of the castle, and to defeat
which the troops were kept in order on the ramparts,
another writer observes: ¢ Having continued formed as
above until morning, we received orders to advance into the
town, and were cheered by the generous admission of our
brave comrades, ¢that Picton and the third division had
taken Badajoz.’” And the Editor in a note to this remark,
adds: “ We have now before us a letter from an officer,
written the day after the storm, eulogizing the magnanimity
of Lord Wellington on this occasion ; his lordship having,
it was asserted, told Sir Thomas Picton that the ¢ third
division had saved his honour and gained him Badajoz,””
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violater of every human tie. When further
apprehensions of resistance had subsided, the
troops were allowed to leave their ranks, mi-
litary discipline ceased, and the doomed city
was made the sport of wantonness and crime.
Colonel Napier says,

*“ Now commenced that wild and desperate
wickedness which tarnished the lustre of the
soldier’s heroism. All, indeed, were not alike ;
for hundreds risked and many lost their lives
in striving to stop the violence : but the mad-
ness generally prevailed ; and as the worst men
were the leaders here, all the dreadful passions
of human nature were displayed. Shameless
rapacity, brutal intemperance, savage lust,
cruelty and murder, shrieks and piteous la-
mentations, groans, shouts, imprecations, the
hissing of fires bursting from the houses, the
crashing of doors and windows, and the reports
of muskets used in violence, resounded for two
days and nights in the streets of Badajoz! On
the third, when the city was sacked, when the
soldiers were exhausted by their own excesses,
the tumult rather subsided than was quelled.”*

Lieutenant Macpherson, the officer whose gallant efforts
to ascend the ladder have already been mentioned, waited

YOL. 1I. K
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We regret that we are unable to give ori-
ginal letters or documents from the pen of Sir
Thomas Picton relative to the capture of Ba-
dajoz : those who had in their possession letters

upon General Picton the day after the assault, and pre-
sented to him the flag which he had taken in the castle the
previous night. Macpherson’s distinguished behaviour had
been already reported to the general, and he received him
in the most kind and friendly manner ; even the words which
he made use of to the young lieutenant are deeply impress-
ed upon his memory. ¢Sir,” he observed in a tone of deep
interest, ‘I congratulate you on your gallantry, and thank
you: this night you have allied your fate to mine,” putting
out his hand and warmly shaking that of Macpherson. He
then continued : “There is a hand will never forsake you;
from henceforth your promotion shall be my look-out.”
In how far he fulfilled this promise the reader will have
a future opportunity of observing. General Picton would
not accept the flag from the young officer, from a hope that
it might do him more service in a higher quarter. “ No,”
he said, ¢ take it to Lord Wellington, and show him what
the third division can do.”

Macpherson was suffering much pain from his wound,
and felt little inclination to intrude himself at head-quarters ;
but Picton with friendly warmth insisted upon his going.
Macpherson accordingly presented the flag to the comman-
der of the forces. He was thanked, and invited to dinner;
his wound, however, prevented him from accepting this in-
vitation.

General Picton applied almost immediately to Lord Wel-
lington to give him a company ; but two years after the
taking of Badajoz—he was still a lieutenant.
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written by Sir Thomas Picton within a short
period after this siege have, from a friendly
but mistaken zeal, consigned them to the flames.
In no less than three instances has this been.
the case, and amongst a consecutive packet of
letters from which this memoir has been in
a great measure composed, those that referred
in particular to the taking of Badajoz have been
in like manner withdrawn or destroyed.

This is the more to be regretted, as the parties
to whom these communications were addressed
are no longer living, so that even their me-
mories cannot be appealed to. Unfortunately,
the inference to be drawn from this act on the
part of Sir Thomas Picton’s friends is not of
a favourable nature; for it will necessarily be
presumed that he had in these letters expressed
opinions and passed comments upon the con-
duct of this siege and assault, which were not
calculated to advance his professional prospects,
and that for this reason they were destroyed.
The candid and unflinching statements of such
a mind as that of Sir Thomas Picton would
have been highly valuable ; and although they
might have embraced some unpleasant or rather
severe truths, still they would have been es-

K 2
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teemed as the sentiments of a man who never
disguised his opinions, or shrunk from giving
them utterance from any feeling of policy or
fear of reproof.

The reader’s attention should be directed to
the following fact, and then he will be con-
vinced, that when General Picton ventured to
express anything like censure upon the man-
ner in which the assault was conducted, he
only did that which modern writers have not
hesitated to do.

Immediately after the capture of Badajoz,
admiration and respect for the commander of
the forces, together with the exultation pro-
duced by success, made comment mute; and
even those whose dearest friends and relatives
had fallen on that fatal breach joined in the
universal cry of praise to the great mind that
had achieved this conquest. But a man of
Sir Thomas Picton’s stern cast was not to be
carried away by the stream of public opinion ;
and it is only reasonable to suppose that these
letters which his friends so zealously destroyed
contained nothing more than those very re-
marks which are now brought forward without
hesitation. He then saw circumstances to con-
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demn in the conduct of this siege, which none
but himself dared to allude to at the time,
but which are now freely commented upon.
Colonel Jones makes the following observa-
tions : * The hour originally named was half-
past seven, being immediately after dusk ; but
it was subsequently changed to ten, in conse-
quence of the arrangements being found to re-
quire that delay. The garrison took advantage
of the interval between the breaching batteries
ceasing to batter and the commencement of the
assault, to cover the front of the breaches with
harrows and crows’-feet, and to fix chevaur de
frise of sword-blades on the summits.”*

A gentleman who knew General Picton in-
timately, and to whom he more than once
spoke of the siege of Badajoz, still further con-
firms the supposition that the letters of which
we so much regret the loss, only referred to
the very point alluded to in the foregoing
extract ; for to this gentleman Sir Thomas Pic-
ton on one occasion expressed in rather strong
terms his opinion with regard to delaying the
attack, and the consequent sacrifice of life ; and
this is the only source from which the writer

:e his admirable work upon Sieges.
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has been enabled to draw respecting the proba-
ble contents of these letters. After this state-
ment, it will naturally be asked by what means
any account has been obtained of General Pic-
ton’s proceedings during the siege of Badajoz.
This has not been a difficult task ; for many are
now living who were by his side nearly the
whole time of the assault; and they have given
every assistance which their memories could
furnish. The only document amongst the gal-
lant general’s own papers which refers in any
way to the capture of Badajoz is the letter
from Lieutenant Mac Carthy to Sir Thomas
Picton, which has been before alluded to,
and from which an extract has already been
given, but this affords no account of General
Picton’s individual conduct.

The wound which General Picton had re-
ceived rendered him for a time unable to
follow the same active routine which had so
long been his habit. The soldiers of his divi-

This letter is inserted at length in the Appendix, as an
interesting detail of the progress of an individual during the
escalade, and in order to assist in refuting the charge brought

against Sir Thomas Picton, of neglecting the interests of the
officers who served under his command.
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sion-had now learned to look up to him as
their rallying point—as the chief who was ever
ready to share with them every privation, and
who had obtained for them the most distin-
guished name amongst the army. It was not
his undaunted courage that alone made his
soldiers value him ; his collected and resolute
demeanour, together with the calm firmness
of his voice in the most trying moments of
danger, gave them a confidence in his judg-
ment second only to that which they reposed
in the commander of the forces, and which
made them follow wherever or whenever he
led, depending on his skill and generalship
to extricate them from any situation of peril
in which they might be unexpectedly placed.
Lord Liverpool, during a debate in the
House of Lords on the 27th of April 1812,
after having eulogized collectively the services
and abilities of the officers under the command
of Lord Wellington, observed: « The conduct
of General Picton has inspired a confidence in
the army, and exhibited an example of science
and bravery which has been surpassed by no
other officer. His exertions in the attack on
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the 6th (Badajoz) cannot fail to excite the
most lively feelings of admiration.”

The third division was not so conspicuous
for the regularity of its appointments or its
parade-movements as for the more important
duties of the field. One regiment in particular,
the Eighty-eighth, or Connaught Rangers, as
brave and steady a fighting set of fellows as
ever handled a musket, were perhaps as de-
termined a band of marauders as ever sacked
a city or robbed a poultry-yard : their appear-
ance was at the same time equally irregular,
and Picton used familiarly to call them his
“ brave ragged rascals” But this irregularity
in the regiments of the * fighting division”
was not confined to the “ Eighty-eighth,”
although the palm certainly rested with the
“ Rangers of Connaught ;” and Picton used to
remark, that all the light division left in the
way of plunder, was sure to be found by his
“ ragged rascals.” Another observation of Sir
Thomas Picton, when speaking of his soldiers,
was, “I don’t care how they dress, so long as
they mind their fighting.” And this was the only
-thing his division did mind—one unconquerable
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feeling seemed to pervade the whole. Picton
had taught them to be daring, never to pause,
never to retreat ; and so well had they learned
their lesson, that it is a singular truth, that the
third division was never repulsed when they
attacked !

Success operates strongly on the minds of
soldiers in making them respect their leaders ;
it gives them confidence in themselves and in
their officers; they fight with a firmer front
and think less of a reverse, and the victorious
veteran becomes at length equal to a host of
untried soldiers. The war waged by the “fight-
ing division” was of that stern and unyielding
description which defied opposition: their bat-
tle-front was terrible; warmed by their chief,
they rushed on, and never stopped until the
enemy was overcome.

Picton often spoke in terms of the warmest
admiration of the noble bearing of his sol-
diers when exposed upon several occasions to
the most severe fire without returning a shot;
every gap in the line would be in an instant
filled up; when, close or unbroken, they would
move on until bidden to pour in their deadly
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answer, or charge with the bayonet. After
the escalade of the castle of Badajoz, he spoke
of them with an expression of gratitude for the
devoted manner in which they obeyed his or-
ders, regardless of the fearful nature of the
attack, and undaunted by the fate of each suc-
ceeding comrade who had gained the summit
of the ladders. <« Still,” he observed to an of-
ficer who was with him for some time after he
was wounded,—¢ still they rushed to the foot
of the ladders, even striving who should be first
to mount ; but they fell so fast, and the ladders
were so insecure, that even the bravest began
to waver. I called upon them, however, to
make another effort, when they poured on and
bore one another up until at length the wall
was gained ;—nothing could resist them. Yet
1 could hardly make myself believe that we
had taken the castle.”

It was not, however, by words only, but
by a liberal gift, that Picton evinced the sense
he entertained of his gallant soldiers.*

* A few days after the capture of Badajoz, he desired
one of his aides-de-camp to pay to the remainder of the men
who composed the storming party of his division, one guinea
each, as a testimonial of their geueral’s gratitude.
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The following letter from General Picton
to Mr. Marryat may be here inserted with
little interruption to our narrative.

“ Peno Dona, 8th May 1812.
“ My DEAR SIR,

“ 1 had the pleasure of your letter by Mr.
Henwell, who arrived in the camp before Ba-
dajoz on the morning previous to the assault of
that place, and fortunately participated in that
event. He was, in consequence, recommended
for an ensigncy in the Forty-third regiment, to
which there is little doubt of his succeeding.
After the capture of Badajoz, we were under the
necessity of moving rather expeditiously north-
ward, as Marshal Marmont had made an in-
cursion during our absence, with the view of
drawing us from our main object, the siege of
Badajoz; but in this expectation he was disap-
pointed by the celerity of our operations, which
he did not calculate upon. He, however, did
very considerable injury in the province, and
carried off cattle and other booty of no incon-
siderable value; and, what is of very great
importance, he has taught us what value to
place upon a militia force, which the ministerial
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papers, with you, have so frequently and so
loudly cried up as nowhere yielding to regulars.
The militia of the northern provinces, under
their generals, two English and one Portuguese,
of established reputation, and whose names and
exploits have frequently figured in the gazettes,
were driven from the strong post of Guarda,
and perfectly dispersed and dissipated, by about
five hundred French horse. If we rely upon
our vast establishment of the kind, we shall,
some day or other, be woefully disappointed.
These people, like ours, had sufficient mecha-
nical discipline, and were equal in appearance
and equipment to any regulars: but war is a
practical science, and is only to be learned in
collision with the ememy. T seriously appre-
hend that our military system will eventually
lead to a great national misfortune, unless it be
more practically organized in time.

“ We are now approaching the river Douro,
in order to be near our depots of provisions,
whilst our means of transport are employed in
supplying Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo with
provisions ; and I shall profit of this movement
to visit Oporto, and, on my return, if Major-
general Colville should be sufficiently reco-
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vered from his wounds to take charge of the
division, I shall take my passage for England,
where my affairs require my presence. The
public despatches will let you know what we
have been about, and T trust you will not think
we have been idle or uselessly employed. The
general idea is that we shall again move south-
ward, to carry on offensive operations on that
side; but we are not in sufficient force to act,
at the same time, on the offensive there and
the defensive here. We want at least fifteen
thousand English troops more to do any
thing decisive. I shall probably see you in
August.
“ My dear Sir,
“ Very faithfully yours,
“ T. Picton.”
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CHAPTER VL

Advance of Soult to relieve Badajoz.—His retreat on hearing
of its fall. — Marmont threatens Ciudad Rodrigo. — He
marches upon Almeida.—Colonel Trant’s stratagem.—
British move towards Castile.—French retreat upon Sala-
manca.—Skirmish at the Douro.—Friendly intercourse
between the hostile armies.—Marmont, reinforced, as-
sumes the offensive.- Picton’s dangerous illness.—General
Pakenham assumes his command.—Battle of Salamanca.
—@Gallant conduct of the Third Division.—Temporary
success of the French.—Their complete rout.

Upron the fall of Badajoz, Marshal Soult re-
solved, after too long a delay, to advance from
Seville to the relief of the besieged fortress.
He arrived at Villa Franca, on the 8th of April,
only to hear from the flying garrison that the
place had been captured two days previously.
He balted upon receiving this information, for
his force was not sufficiently large to meet the
allies without the assistance of the garrison, and
immediately afterwards he commenced his re-
treat to Seville.
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As soon as Lord Wellington was made ac-
quainted with the advance of Soult, he made
preparations to give him battle. When it was
known, however, that he was in full retreat, the
cavalry, under Sir Stapleton Cotton, was order-
ed to follow on his rear; and several skirmishes
took place highly honourable to the skill and
courage of the pursuers. During this period,
Marmont had threatened Ciudad Rodrigo, with
about twenty thousand men; but finding the
garrison determined to defend the place stoutly,
although ill supplied with provisions, he left
one division to establish a blockade, while with
the remainder of his army he marched towards
Almeida.

Colonel Trant,* whose active and enterprising
operations at the head of a few militia had
drawn forth the warm praises of Lord Welling-
ton, arrived at this moment in the neighbour-
hood, and contrived, with great daring and at
much personal risk, to establish a short commu-
nication with the governor of that fortress, Co-
lonel Le Mesurier, when they agreed upon the
plans which they should pursue in co-operation
in order to deceive the enemy. By the simple

* Now Sir Nicholas Trant,
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stratagem of making a great show of fires
during the night, they led the French to be-
lieve that a large force had advanced to the re-
lief of Almeida; and they consequently aban-
doned their design of attacking this place, and
moved forward to take possession of Castello
Branco, which was occupied by their advanced
guard on the evening of the 12th of April.
After the trenches of Badajoz had been filled
up, the breaches repaired, and the walls height-
ened, Lord Wellington put his army in motion
towards Castile. On the 15th the third division
was again on its march. As this division passed
beneath the castle of Badajoz, which only a
few days before it had so daringly assailed, the
recollection of those who had fallen came sadly
on the minds of all; and there was not a man
among them who did not recognise, in the spots
around, the burial-place of many friends.
When the allied army was put in motion
towards the field of Marmont’s operations, that
general at once betrayed a distrust either in
himself or the force under his command. Even
the report of Wellington’s success at Badajoz,
and his intention to advance to the North,
stopped the excesses which he had been com-
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mitting on the frontiers of Beira; and as soon
as he received information that the English
general was upon his march, he commenced a
retreat upon Salamanca. The allies again took
up a position between the rivers Coa and
Agueda, the head-quarters being established at
Fuente Guinaldo; and for a while the army
remained in cantonments to refresh after the
severe services in which it had been engaged
through all the inclemency of winter. It was
during this period that Napoleon invaded
Russia.

How the strength of France was wasted in
this vast attempt, her fields left nearly untilled,
and her cities deprived of their defenders, need
not be repeated here. The affairs of the Penin-
sula became now a secondary consideration in
comparison with this greater enterprise, to the
result of which all Europe was looking with
painful suspense.

On the 9th of May 1812, Napoleon left Paris
to join the immense army with which he un-
dertook this expedition: had he thrown him-
self into Spain with one-fourth of this army,
the English general might probably have been
driven to his ships. It is true that the number

VOL. 1I. L
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of French troops in the Peninsula was already
great. According to Colonel Jones, “ The
French force within the Pyrenees, in May 1812,
exceeded one hundred and seventy thousand,
chiefly veteran troops, under distinguished of-
ficers. Soult commanded fifty-eight thousand
in Andalusia; Marmont, fifty-five thousand in
Leon ; Souham, ten thousand (the Army of the
North) in Old Castile; Suchet, forty thousand
in Arragon and the eastern provinces; and
Jourdan could dispose of fifteen thousand men,
called the Army of the Centre, for the security
of the intrusive king and the quiet of the
capital.”

But, large as this force was, it was not during
any period of the subsequent war effective: a
want of cordiality and co-operation existed
amongst the different generals, which, fortu-
nately for the liberties of Europe, enabled Lord
Wellington to act against each army separately,
and defeat them in detail ; while reinforcements
could not be expected from a country already
exhausted of its population.

But the presence of the Emperor would have
produced a great alteration in affairs; he would
have been able to concentrate each corps, and
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silence at once all dissension among his officers
while his great military genius would have se-
cured every advantage which the preponde-
rance of his force might have entitled him to
expect.

The force under Lord Wellington’s com-
mand, with which he had to oppose that of
Marmont, amounted to about forty-five thou-
sand men. General Hill had at the same time
about ten thousand infantry and one thousand
two hundred cavalry, principally Portuguese;
but this corps, after having carried the castle of
Miravete by assault, and secured the bridge of
Almaraz, was occupied in observing the opera-
tions of Soult, and preventing a junction be-
tween his army and that of Marmont.

On the 13th of June the allied forces once
more commenced operations, and on the 16th
they came up with the French in front of the
town of Salamanca; but the enemy showed
no intention of fighting, and the next morning
they had passed the river Tormes, upon the
right bank of which the city is built. Lord Wel-
lington cressed in pursuit on the following day
by two fords, one above and the other below
the town. A good stone bridge is thrown over

L2
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this river; but the French had erected some
formidable works to prevent the passage, which
were at the same time so constructed as to
command the city. The inhabitants were not
well-disposed towards their invaders; but re-
ceived the English with every demonstration
of friendliness and gratitude.

The following letter from General Picton to
Mr. Marryat details the operations of the
British army at this period.

¢« Before Salamanca, 24th June 1812.
“ My DEAR SIR,

“ We passed the Tormes by difficult fords
on the 17th, and 1 had a continued skirmish
with Marshal Marmont during the whole of
that day. We entered the city on the same
evening, but the Irench occupied a strongly-
fortified point, which they have ever since
maintained with obstinacy ; and we have lost
many valuable officers and men in attempting
to dislodge them. On the 19th, Marshal Mar-
mont, being joined by the reinforcements he
expected, advanced within three miles of our
position in front of Salamanca, and he made
every apparent disposition for attacking us, and
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extended his army along our front so as to al-
most bring the two armies in contact in various
points. In this extraordinary situation we re-
mained, with various skirmishes and trifling
affairs of posts, during the whole of the 22nd.
On the morning of the 23rd, we discovered
that he had silently decamped during the
night, with all the appearance of a retreat
upon Valladolid. However, we shortly after
discovered that he had made that nocturnal
movement for the purpose of approaching his
left to the Tormes, and he now appears to be
meditating the passage of that river, for the
purpose of getting into our rear and acting
upon our line of communication. We have
also passed the river with three divisions of the
army, and are endeavouring to counteract this
manceuvre. The armies are, I believe, nearly
equal at present ; but the enemy has the means
of reinforcing himself at hand, and we have no
hopes of any addition to our force. My hopes
are far from sanguine. We may operate as an
admirable diversion, and distract the enemy
considerably by obliging him to concentrate
his forces, which will lay him open to the
enterprises of the Guerillas; but I have no
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hopes of being able to effect anything sub-
stantial. I am perfectly tired with the con-
tinual movements and fatigue of this unceas-
ing kind of warfare, in a country where we are
exposed to every kind of privation, and, I may
almost say, want. I mean to make my interest,
as soon as I find a favourable opportunity, for
some one to succeed me in the command of the
third division.
“ Very faithfully yours,
“'T. Picron.”

A battering train had already been ordered
from Elvas for the reduction of the forts erect-
ed to prevent the passage of the river. This
duty was given to the sixth division, under
Major-general Clinton; while the remainder of
the allied army was posted on the heights of
St. Christoval, three miles in advance of the
town : a position which cut off Marmont’s com-
munication with the troops defending the be-
sieged works. It is unnecessary to dwell upon
the reduction of these forts. On the tenth day
after the batteries had opened, two breaches
were reported practicable in St. Vincente, the
principal, and one in Gaetano, the smaller fort.



SIR THOMAS PICTON. 151

“The troops,” according to Colonel Jones,
“ were formed for the assault of the latter, when
a white flag announced the intended submission
of the garrison ; at the same moment the flames
in the other work increased rapidly, and the
commandant likewise demanded to capitulate.
Each, however, required three hours’ prelimi-
nary delay. Their offers were treated as sta-
tagems to gain time and get the flames under,
and Lord Wellington limited them to five
minutes to march out, promising them their
baggage and effects. This message not being
complied with, the batteries resumed their fire,
under cover of which the storming parties ad-
vanced and carried the lesser fort at the gorge,
the enemy offering little resistance: the Por-
tuguese light troops even penetrated into the
principal fort, making the number of prisoners
above seven hundred.”

The reduction of these works destroyed the
last hold which Marmont possessed on Sala-
manca, and it was now quite evident that
he must either fight or retreat. He was not
long in forming his determination, the army
being at once withdrawn towards the Douro,
closely followed by the allies. The British
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cavalry came up with their rear on the 2nd
of July, when a sharp skirmish ensued, which
terminated in favour of the English, who com-
pelled the enemy to cross the Douro in much
confusion. Both armies took up a position
for the night on different sides of the river;
and here they remained until the 16th, the
third division being posted at the ford near
Pollos. The writer of the ¢ Reminiscences of
a Subaltern” observes, that much intercourse
existed between the soldiers of the two armies,
more especially between the third British and
seventh French divisions—and he adds; « The
French officers said to us on parting, ¢« We have
met and have been for some time friends; we
are about to separate, and may meet as ene:
mies. As friends we received each other warm-
ly; as enemies we shall do the same.’ In ten
days afterwards, the British third and the
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