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ADMINISTRATION OF INDIA
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CHAPTER XIV.
THE BIIOTAN WAR.

Our relations with Bhotan—Origin of dispute—The Dooars—The
Government of Bhotan—The mission—Obstacles to progress—
A State visit— Further difficultics— An unexpected welcome—
Messengers from the Court—The chief of Paro—Fresh dclays—
The mission reaches the capital—The cnvoy insulted —Gross
outrage—Treaty signed under compulsion—The mission returns—
Indignation at the treaty — War—Disastrous explosion—Campaign
concluded — The enemy recover Dewangiri — Reinforcements —
Dewangiri recaptured—Unhealthy climate—Peace.

It is always easy to be wise after the event; and con-
sidering what a little there was to gain, and how much
might be lost, by hostilities with such a country as Bhotan,
it seems strange to us, now the affair is over, that the
Government of India were ever so infatuated as to embroil
themselves with the country at all.

It is hardly within the compass of this work to go back
and trace the history of our connexion with Bhotan from
the earliest time. But some acquaintance with the causes
of the rupture that eventuated in war is absolutely neces-
saty to enable the reader to understand the story of the
campaign.

VOL. 1L B
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Bhotan is a mountainous country lying between Bengal
Proper and Assam on the south and Thibet on the north.
To the west is the territory of Nepal and Sikkim, to the
east again Thibet. Indeed it may be regarded as a piece
cut out of Thibet; to which country it very possibly, as
asserted by Dr. Rennie, originally belonged, having be-
come separated owing to the difficulty experienced by the
Thibet Government in keeping the people in subjection.

Our quarrels and disputes with mountain frontier tribes
are almost always a repetition of each other. OQOur bar-
barous neighbours are almost—in fact, we shall be safe
in saying always—the aggressors, and generally wanton
aggressors. All along at the foot of the lofty ranges that
skirt the boundary of Hindustan on the east, as well as
the north and west, lie rich and fertile valleys, studded
for the most part with villages, and peopled by a com-
munity often perhaps connected with the adjacent Hill
tribes, but as a rule peacefully disposed, and inclined to
agricultural pursuits. But their farms and houses, their
cattle and grain, their sans, daughters, and wives, are an
incessant source of temptation to the Hill people, who ever
and anon descend and help themselves to slaves, women,
cattle, or grain. Having harried the district, and swept
off the inhabitants and cattle, they return with their booty
to their fastnesses in the mountains, and the survivors
come weeping to the nearest British authorities, and tell
the sad tale of desolated hearths and ruined homesteads,
Then follow measures of reprisal: a force has to be
despatched into the mountains to chastise the robbers,
and if possible recover the booty. Sometimes these ex-
peditions are successful, very often not. Or, if success
attend our efforts, it is very dearly purchased by the loss
of valuable lives, and a profitless expenditure. Under the
most favourable circumstances, our troops almost always
get a very severe handling; and although practically the
victors, having gained the object of the expedition, they
are generally seen out of the country by the mountaineers,
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who, having retreated before our advance, now harass
our rear, loot our baggage, and finally mount the heights
commanding the road into the plains, whence they #ire
their last shot and throw their last stone at the retreRmig
column.

A disciplined force always fights at a disadvantage with
undisciplined barbarians, because it is unwilling to resort
to the only method of coercion that can be practised with
eflect. The necessity, however, is unavoidable, and in
these expeditions we generally leave behind traces of our
visit, in the shape of blackened ruins of villages and the
ashes of crops destroyed by fire; and if the force has
been openly resisted, the loss of life inflicted is usually
severe.

There is another method frequently adopted of bringing
these people to reason. It generally happens that the
inhabitants of bleak, ‘rugged mountain regions are de-
pendent in a great measurc on the plain country for
supplies of grain for themselves and cattle. In such cases,
to blockade the passes leading from the mountains to the
valleys is to deprive them of the necessaries of life. This
system is almost always successful, and only fails in those
exceptional cases where the mountaineers can depend on
their own resources for the supply of grain.

Military expeditions are occasionally necessary, but to
send envoys or representatives, with secretaries, and all
the paraphernalia of an embassy, into the interior of a
difficult mountainous country, among a semi-barbarous
people, who know nothing of the law of nations, with
whom treaties are little else than waste paper, who are
accustomed to settle disputes only by the sword or knife,
seems to be the height of political folly. No good results
can possibly follow from such communications.

If a treaty is made, we may be sure it will only be
observed as long as it suits the interest of the tribes to
observe it. Promises are not binding on them; whereas,
they are binding on us. It is, of course, desirable to
® B2
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induce such men to enter into trade connexions, to infer-
change commodities, and encourage commerce, because
commerce is the only means of civilizing them. But until
they have made some progress in civilization, until they
have learnt that their interests are best subserved by
cultivating peaceful relations—that, in short, trade is more
profitable than war—it is never safe to trust them with
the lives and liberty of an envoy and his suite. To keep
a strong or an efficient force upon the frontier, to punish
promptly all aggression, and at the same time hold out
inducements to the Hill people to settle in the plain country
and engage in agricultural pursuits in their own; to teach
them gradually to submit their internal disputes to other
arbitration than the sword, is the only policy that can be
pursued with safety and advantage. How much more
imprudent does it seem when the embassy is sent under
the circumstances that attended the Hon. Ashley Eden’s
mission to Bhotan, where there was actually no Govern-
ment to which the envoy could be accredited, when the
country was in such discord and confusion that even the
people themselves could not tell who were their rulers,
and when at almost every step the mission took it was
met with hints, remonstrances, and commands not to
proceed.

Bhotan formed no exception to the general rule, the
inhabitants of the highlands being mainly dependent upon
the lowlands for their support. To these lowlands, a tract
of fertile soil running along the foot of the mountain
ranges, they laid claim. The breadth of this strip of fertile
valley land is from ten to thirty miles, and the extreme
length of it from west to east may be estimated at a
hundred and twenty. The portion of the land that lies
next to the hills is, as would naturally be the case, rugged
and irregular—forest land, tenanted by wild beasts.
Beyond this, we come upon a rich black soil, capable
of producing perhaps crops of any kind, but especially
adapted for cotton. This valley, or strip of level country,
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at the foot of the Bhotan mountains, is called “The
Dwars” or “Dooars.” There is a good deal of uncertainty
as to the origin and exact meaning of this word. It
would seem that the lowlands are connected with the
interior of the hills by a series of passes or roads, by
which alone ingress and egress can be effected. These
passes were, as Dr. Rennie says, looked upon as doors or
gates leading from the highlands into the valley. The
word “Dwar” in Hindee means a door or gate, and hence
the term “Dooars” has come, by a figure of speech, to be
applied to the valleys into which these passes lead. The
“Dooars,” however, are eighteen in number. There are
eleven which are called the Bengal Dooars, because they
border on Bengal, and seven called the Assam Dooars,
because they lie contiguous to the Assam frontier. But
it does not seem that there are anything like so many
as eighteen passes or Dooars proper. There appear to
be only five passes from the Bengal Dooars, each of which
is presided over by a Bhotanese officer, called a Jungpen,
who has also control over the land adjoining his pass, and
to which in some instances only the same name is given
as that which belongs to the pass itself. Altogether, the
derivation of the word “ Dooars,” as applied to the valley
district, is scarcely satisfactory. The five passes from the
Bengal Dooars which formed thc points of attack of the
different columns of the invading British force*are called,
commencing from the west end, Dhalimkote, Chamoorcha,
Balla, Buxa or Pusakha, and Bishensing, and they were
nominally defended by forts bearing the same name. To
the eastward of Bishensing is the Dewangiri pass and fort,
a locality which acquired the greatest notoricty during the
war from the circumstances attending the capture of it by
our troops, their expulsion, and its final recapture and
destruction.

To trace the causes of the dispute it will not be
necessary to go back further than the annexation of
Assam, together with which province the Government
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assumed the relations existing at the time of annexation
between it and the Bhotanese. These were rather of a
complicated character, and just of such a nature as to
embroil us with our semi-barbarous neighbours. The
former rulers of Assam had made over to the Bhotanese
the seven Dooars, on condition of receiving a tribute
annually of yaks’ tails, musk, gold dust, ponies, blankets,
and knives. These articles, which were supposed to re-
present a stated sum of money, used to be sold by auction,
and, as might have been expected, did not always, and
came at last very seldom, to realize the necessary amount.
When the British Government demanded arrears, the
Bhotanese rejected the claim, because, as they said, the
articles given in kind were sold for less than they were
worth. At the same time, the Hill tribes took to indulging
their predatory habits, made raids into British territory,
kidnapping men and women, and carrying off cattle.
This was the state of things in 1837, when the Govern-
ment sent Captain Pemberton on a mission to the Bhotan
capital. This mission failed in effecting any real good,
as such missions to such states must, and Government,
then the East India Company, determined to annex the
Assam Dooars. They agreed, however, to pay the Bho-
tanese Government ten thousand rupees annually, as com-
pensation for the loss of territory. This arrangement was
carried outrin 1841, and appears to have been successful
so far as putting a stop to raids in the Assam Dooars.

About 150 miles to the west of the Assam Dooars,
between the river Teesta and Mahanuddee on the frontier
of Bengal Proper, is a tract of country called Ambaree
Fallacottah.

Many years ago, as far back as 1784, this district was
taken from the then possessor of it by the East India
Company, and made over to the Bhotanese. In conse-
quence, however, of its lying twenty miles within our
frontier, the possession of it by Bhotan was a source of
constant trouble; and after the arrangement alluded to
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with regard to the Assam Dooars had been carried out,
the Bhotanese desired the Government of India to effect
a similar arrangement with regard to Ambaree Fallacottah,
—that is, to take possession of it and pay them a certain
sum in money annually in lieu of its revenue. This was
accordingly done in 1842.

But no political measures, however skilfully conducted,
no treaties or agreements, however equitable and just, can
secure tranquillity upon such a frontier. And the more
prosperous the agricultural communities inhabiting the
plain country at the foot of the hills became, in conse-
quence of the security afforded by British rule, the more
they accumulated wealth in the shape of cattle and grain
and crops, the greater was the temptation to their lawless
neighbours to come down and help themselves. There is
very seldom any controlling power in the shape of a central
government strong enough to prevent such outrages, and
the result is a constant state of petty warfare. It would be
tedious to trace in detail the series of successive outrages
that were committed from 1828 to 1861. Suffice it to say,
they were a source of incessant annoyance to the British
Government, the more so from the fact that the climate
of that district was so unhealthy that it was impossible to
keep regular troops stationed there. And althou_h a force
might be marched up into the hills to make reprisal or to
exact tompensation, or to recover captives, the fnoment the
soldiers’ backs were turned, down would come these robbers
from their fastnesses, and recommence their deeds of
violence. In the Assam Dooars the state of things was
better, but throughout the Bengal Dooars the outrages
continued, till it was resolved to see whether the with-
holding the revenue paid for the district of Ambaree
would have the effect of putting a stop to them. At the
same time it was intimated to the Bhotanese, that the pay-
ment would be resumed upon their complying with the
demands made upon them, and restoring certain British
subjects who had been kidnapped and carried away. No
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good result followed. The aggressions still continued, and
instead of at once employing force, it was in an evil hour
resolved to send a mission into the country to confer with
the head of the government, under an idea that the cause
of failure in the negotiations was the fact that the resolu-
tions and orders of the British Government never reached
the” Bhotan Court. The aggressive spirit of the Bho-
tanese was further manifested by an intention to attack
the district of Darjeeling, information of which reached the
authorities from four distinct sources, and -was borne out
by the appearance of a considerable force of armed men on
the frontier who were making preparations to cross the
boundary, viz. the river Teesta. At the same time the
chief or jungpen of Dhalimkote pressed his demands in
an insolent manner for the arrears of the Ambaree rents
due since its attachment in 1860. The threatening move-
ments were checked by troops being advanced to the frontier,
two companies of H.M.’s 3oth regiment and a company of
the 1oth Native Infantry being moved up in support.

The Government of Bhotan, like that of Japan, as far
as we understand its constitution, consists of two nominal
heads ; one called the Dhurma Raja, or spiritual head, and
the other the Deb Raja, or temporal ruler. In effect, there
appears to be this difference between the constitution of
the government in Bhotan and Japan, that while in the
latter the Tycoon, or temporal ruler, is supposed to have
the chief power, in Bhotan his authority is merely nominal.
But, in truth, it seems-very little was really known about
the actual condition of the country, for it is not easy to
understand how, if it had been known, the project of
deputing an envoy to the capital could have been enter-
tained. On the other hand, it is equally difficult to
comprehend the policy of deputing an envoy to the
sovereign ruler of a country which, as regards its internal
political state, was a Zerra incognita. This much was clear,
that whether the power of the central government was
vested in the spiritual or temporal head of the kingdom, it
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was little more than nominal, the different jungpens, or
chiefs, acting pretty much on their own independent autho-
rity, and acknowledging in a very slight degree, if at all,
the authority of their nominal rulers.

The Dhurma and Deb Rajas, according to the theory of
the constitution, are supposed to be assisted in the affairs
of state by a ¢ouncil composed of the chief secretary to
the Dhurma Raja, the . prime minister, the chiefs or
governors or jungpens of three of the principal forts, the
chief secretary to the Deb Raja, and the chief justice. In
addition to these there were three extraordinary members
of council, who were liable to be called on to assist in its
deliberations in any emergency, and who regularly attended
when they happened to be at the seat of government.
They were the governors respectively of Western, Eastern,
and Central Bhotan, called Penlows, their distinctive names
being the Paro, the Tongso, and the Daka Penlows.

The first step taken to open negotiations with these
intractable people was the despatch of a native messenger
to the court of thec Deb Raja in 1862, from Assam, with
letters announcing the intention of the Governor-General
to depute an envoy to confer on such matters as required
explanation between the two governments. The Bhotan
authorities were also requested to indicate the routc by
which the envoy should enter the country. This messenger
did not get back to Assam till December, Raving been
delayed by obstructions caused by the frontier officers.
His reception was not a very friendly one, and the letter
he brought back from the Deb Raja not such as to encou-
rage further diplomatic measures. In the letter he admitted
having received complaints from the British officers of the
misbehaviour of his own subjects on the frontier, but gave
it as his opinion that they were not of sufficient importance
to ¥4 referred to the Dhurma Raja, and thought the British
Government should not listen to them either. He threw
cold water on the project of the mission, saying it would
be attended with much trouble, owing to the state of the
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roads ; and, moreover, the Dhurma Raja did not want an
interview, but he promised to send certain officers, called
ZinkafTs, to settle all disputes. These officers never came,
however, and the Government determined to start off the
mission without waiting for further reference to the court.

In November 1863 the envoy, the Hon. Ashley Eden,
reached Darjeeling on his way to the Bhotan capital. The
escort consisted of 100 men, half Sikhs and half Sappers
of the Sebundy corps, a corps raised expressly for service
in the Darjeeling district. Captain Goodwin Austin,
Bengal Staff Corps, was appointed Assistant Envoy and
Surveyor; Captain Lance commanded the escort; Dr.
Simpson was medical attendant; and Cheboo Lama, the
most important personage perhaps next to the envoy
himself, the Thibetan interpreter. This man is a native of
Sikkim, a priest by profession, and resided at Darjeeling,
as the political representative of the Sikkim Raja.

On the 1oth September previously the Bengal Govern-
ment had addressed another letter to the Bhotan authorities,
informing them of the preparation for the departure of the
mission, and requesting that an officer might be sent as far
as the river Teesta to meet it, and conduct it to Poonakha,
the capital. No reply was received to this, and on the
1oth November Mr. Eden himself addressed the Bhotan
Government again, requesting that the chief or jungpen
of DhalimKote, the principal fort on the westernmost of
the Dooars, and the nearest to the British frontier, might
be sent to meet him ; and he added that if this was not
done he should report that no arrangement had been made,
which would be considered as indicating the absence of
friendly feeling.

The impolicy of sending a mission into the heart of such
a country was still further shown by information which
reached the Government after the despatch of this last
letter of Mr. Eden. It appeared that a rebellion had
taken place, the Deb Raja had been expelled from the
throne, and after withstanding a siege in his summer
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residence, and being forced to surrender by want of water,
had been permitted to retire into a monastery. The rebel,
or rather the revolutionary party—for they seem to have
been successful—was headed by the governor of Eastern
Bhotan, called the Tongso Penlow, and consisted of all
the members of the council except one, the governor of
Western Bhotan, called the Paro Penlow, and the chief of
the capital—at least, what formed the capital during the
winter months—a place called Poonakha. For it seems
that the Bhotan Court, like that of Cyrus in former days,
and of British India in more modern times, had two seats
of government, one for the winter and one for the summer
months. This rebellion led to further political complica-
tions nearer to the British frontier, for the chief or jungpen
of Dhalimkote, the officer whom Mr. Eden desired might
be sent to meet and convoy him to the capital, was a
follower of one of the members of council who had taken
part in the revolution. But he was immediately sub-
ordinate to the governor of Western Bhotan, who had
remained loyal. The chief of Dhalimkote was accordingly
called on by the loyal governor of Western Bhotan to
surrender his fort to a successor, who was sent to take it
over. As a matter of course, he refused to do anything of
the kind, and a force was despatched against him, which
only raised the siege on hearing that Mr. Eden’s mission
had started.

The imprudence of opening diplomatic relations with
a _government in the condition of that of Bhotan will
become more apparent, if we suppose the case transferred
from Asia to Europe. Would any cabinet or any sove-
reign in Europe select the time when a political crisis of so
grave a nature had just occurred, when the whole internal
organization of the country was in disorder, to send a
diplomatic mission for the first time to the head of the
@jsturbed state? With such a race of semi-barbarians as
the Bhotanese, what result could have been anticipated
from the step now taken, but discomfiture and further

» political complications ?
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It looks as if the chief of Dhalimkote thought the
present a favourable opportunity for doing something for
himself. We have seen that the report of the departure of
Mr, Eden’s mission, which exaggerated the strength of the
party enormously, had such an effect on the country as to
cause the siege of Dhalimkote to be raised. What more
likely under the circumstances, than that the chief of
Dhalimkote should take advantage of his propinquity to
the British frontier to secure the good-will of his powerful
neighbours, with the view of making political capital out of
it, which might enable him to secure something good for
himself in the general scramble that seemed impending ?
Accordingly, we find him suddenly animated by the
warmest feelings of friendship for Mr. Eden. He sent
message after message, assuring him that the delay which
had taken place in answering the letter, and making pre-
parations for the reception of the mission, was the result
solely of the disorganized state of the country. He
begged the mission to wait, and promised every assistance
in his power, and requested that Cheboo Lama might be
sent over to have an interview with him. Cheboo Lama
accordingly went, and had an interview which lasted several
days. The chief renewed his offers of friendship, and
hinted that if a reply to Mr. Eden’s last letter, of the 1oth
November, did not arrive soon, he would for a considera-
tion give every aid himself to the mission to enter the
country, even if he incurred the displeasure of his Govern-
ment by so doing.

The office of Governor-General was then held tempo-
rarily by Sir William Denison, to whom Mr. Eden referred
in this crisis for orders, and the intimation was to proceed
with the assistance of the chief of Dhalimkote, because, it
was argued, the rebellion having been successful, it was
probable that the new Deb Raja would be glad to strengthen
his position by an alliance with the British Government.

It is, as I have said, easy to be wise after the event, but
it does seem a most extraordinary line of policy to adopt,
to send an envoy with his suite accredited to the head of a *
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Government which had but just passed—if it had passed—
through the throes of revolutiongénto a most difficult and
dangerous country, inhabited by predatory tribes at war
with one another, when the permission to the envoy to
enter the country at all had been accorded only by a petty
chief, himself at war with the governor of his own province.
Nevertheless, on the receipt of Sir W. Denison’s instruc-
tions, Mr. Eden prepared to advance, and wrote to the
chief of Dhalimkote that he was on the point of starting,
and requésted that a party might be sent to meet him at
the river Teesta.

Mr. Eden's difficulties commenced at the very outset.
The route which had been selected for the mission, lay
through such a difficult country that the only means of
conveying baggage was by coqolies or porters. Had they
taken another route—the route subsequently adopted by
the troops—the baggage might have been carried easily
upon mules. As it was, the coolies collected at Darjeeling
were afraid to enter the Bhotan territory at all, and actually
abandoned the camp on the British side of the frontier,
refusing to cross the river. The baggage and camp equi-
page of the mission were despatched from Darjeeling on
the 1st of June. On the 4th, the members of the mission
followed, and overtook the camp at the river, twenty-two
miles only from Darjeeling, and 6,000 feet below it. Here
the party had to halt three days before cooltes could be
procured to advance, and these were only got through the
influence of Cheboo Lama, the interpreter, who summoned
his own tenants from the fields to carry loads. One march
up the mountain on the other side of the river brought the
mission to a spot 3,733 feet above the level of the sea, and
here it was forced to halt again in consequence of the fresh
desertion of the coolies. The head official of the place
where they halted—and here, says Mr. Eden, as everywhere
else, there were two officers, one in power and the”other
not—requested them to proceed no further, but eventually
gave them guides to show them the way to Dhalimkote.
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On the 12th the camp reached the valley of Ambiok,
immediately below the fort of Dhalimkote. But its pro-
gress had been marked by the continued desertion of the
coolies and an insult offered to the envoy by the chief of
a place called Dhurmsong, who shut the gate of the fort
in his face and insolently refused admission.

The day before the camp reached the neighbourhood of
Dhalimkote, the chief of that place had ventured upon the
first open reception of the mission. He sent out musicians,
ponies, and mules, the former of which preceded the retinue,
performing a noisy and monotonous national air on silver
flageolets and brass cymbals, and during the day of their
arrival at Ambiok a fire of matchlocks was kept up from
the fort walls in their honour. The friendship, however, of
this chief resulted in little beside these empty compliments,
for when Mr. Eden sent to him for supplies which he had
promised, he refused to furnish any till he had been paid
in advance at the exorbitant rate of seven rupees, or four-
teen shillings, for a maund of eighty pounds; while the
market price of the commodity—rice—was only ten annas,
or fifteen pence, for a similar quantity.

The next day, the 14th June, the chief visited the envoy
in state. The principal topic of discussion, says Mr. Eden,
was the quantity of spirits he could drink. He had as
much given him in the envoy’s tent as he called for,
but finding ‘that he was difficult to be satisfied and was
repeatedly calling for more, Mr. Eden gave him per-
mission to depart. He refused to do so, however, and
after his visit had been prolonged for four or five hours he
was at last forcibly carried off by his own servants. He,
however, did not even then leave the camp, but repaired to
the tent of the Thibetan interpreter, Cheboo Lama, where
he sat drinking till late in the day. As he was leaving the
camp he saw some of the coolies, who after having received
large advances had deserted and were caught again, being
flogged, whereupon he insisted on their release ; and when
the officer in charge refused to acquiesce in his wishes, he
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drew his knife and rushed into the ring with his followers,
threatening to cut down the commissariat-sergeant who
was in attendance. The men of the escort ran to their
arms, and the bullying and ‘violence of the Jungpen and
his followers was immediately changed to abject fear.
“Seeing me approaching,” says Mr. Eden, “he ran to
meet me, trembling with fear, and begged for forgiveness.
I ordered him out of camp, and the whole party ran off to
the fort in a most undignified manner. I declined to
receive any further visits from him until he sent me a
written apology for his conduct, and this he did next day.”

The whole of this scene, ludicrous as it is, indicates in
the most striking manner the false nature of the position
into which Mr. Eden had becen forced. A British envoy,
accredited from the Governor-General of India, has to flog
his coolies for desertion, is forced to entertain a drunken
savage for four or five hours, plying him with brandy, and
then insists upon ‘and receives a written apology for his
conduct, as if he had been a member of a civilized com-
munity, and had misbehaved himself in a club or a
mess-room.

The occurrence itself perhaps was not sufficient to induce
the return of the mission after it had once set out, but it
was quite sufficient te show that the mission had no
business where it was.

The camp halted some days at this place, for it’was found
necessary to send Captain Austin back to the British station
of Julpigoree to purchase supplies. Meantime Mr. Eden
received a letter from the Deb Raja, who had been set up
by the revolutionary party, desiring him to let the chief of
Dhalimkote know what was the object of the mission, and
he would arrange about the interview. The chief seems to
have bebaved with duplicity, lending colour to the opinion
I have hazarded that his object all along was merely to
make political capital to serve his own purposes out of his
alliance with Mr. Eden. For, as that gentleman says, he
evinced considerable interest in the success of the mission,
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leading the envoy to believe that he was inclined to assist
it, and yet being unwilling that it should proceed without
further specific instructions from the court. This shuffling
and double-dealing is so exactly the policy we should expect
a semi-barbarous chief to adopt under the view suggested
that it seems strange it did not show itself to the envoy in
this light. Mr. Eden, however, appears to have suspected
nothing, but wrote an answer explaining to the Deb Raja
that his business was of such a nature that it could not be
settled by the chief of Dhalimkote, but must be referred to
the head of the State.

Again the envoy was placed in an undignified position
by the desertion of the coolies. There were not enough
left to carry on that portion of the baggage which was
absolutely required, and in addition to this it had become
necessary now to take on provisions for the camp fol-
lowers. Application was made to the chief, who pleaded all
sorts of excuses, and on the 2gth, Captain Austin having
returned with fresh supplies, Mr. Eden arranged to leave
behind nearly all his tents and most of his baggage and
stores, together with half the escort. It is quite certain, -
from what we know of the resources of the country, that
the conveyance of Mr. Eden’s moderate suite was not too
great a tax upon them. The mere fact of his having con-
sented to reduce his escort by one-half, and to leave behind
so large 4 portion of his tents and equipage, was quite
sufficient to encourage the accumulation of obstacles of all
kinds in his path. Knowing how much the natives of
a country like Bhotan are influenced by the mere ex-
ternals of office and dignity, we cease to wonder that the
British envoy was subjected to the insults and outrages
which have made the Bhotan mission unique in the history
of British India and its relations with foreign States.

It is true that previous missions which had been sent
into Bhotan had adopted a similar course, in so far as to
diminish their camp equipage and baggage as they advanced
into the heart of the country. But Mr. Eden’s mission was
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proceeding under different circumstances altogether from
the former ones.

The coolies that had been with so much difficulty pro-
cured at Dhalimkote had agreed to go as far as a place
called Sipchoo, which Mr. Eden was led to believe was in
a populous district, where there would be no difficulty in
obtaining fresh men. When he arrived there, on the 1st
February, he found it was just the contrary ; there were
-only five houses in the place, and not a man to be had.
The official in command at the spot declined to give any
assistance, saying he had received no orders, but if the
camp would halt there for a few weeks instructions might
arrive. Whereupon Mr. Eden committed another mistake,
the inevitable result of the first, and left behind all the
remainder of the heavy baggage, all the escort except fifteen
Sikhs and ten sappers, Mr. Power, the uncovenanted assis-
tant, the commissariat sergeant, the moonshees, the native
doctor, and every camp-follower that could be spared.

On the morning of the 3d, they reached a pass in the
mountains where the snow lay from one and a half to two
feet, through which they had to push their way, spending
the night at an elevation of 8,000 feet, and on the following
day continuing their arduous journey. Many desertions
of coolies had already taken place, but after crossing the
pass, Mr. Eden adds, nothing but the fear of recrossing
it prevented the great majority of the remainder from
deserting too.

On the 7th, the mission halted at a place called Tsangbee,
where the official, a jungpen, told the envoy that it was not
the custom to allow persons to pass the fort without orders;
but as the mission, even in its then reduced state, was too
strong for him, he could not interfere, but would give no
assistance in the shape of coolies. Many of those which
had accompanied the camp were frost-bitten, particularly
all the Nepalese, and Mr. Eden took a precaution which,
with Dr. Rennie, we cannot help wondering had not been
taken before, seeing it would have been one of the first

VOL. 1L C
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things any private traveller would have thought about—
viz, of providing the men with boots.

Finding that there was no prospect of being able to bring
on any part of his supplies, camp equipage, or retinue which
had been left with Mr. Power at Sipchoo, Mr. Eden sent
instructions to him to return to Darjeeling, taking with
him all the extra stores and baggage, and all the detach-
ment left at Dhalimkote, with the exception of five sappers.
But he was to leave with the official at Sipchoo a store of
rice and all the presents from the Governor-General for the
Bhotan court.

On the following day an event of a novel kind altogether
befel the mission, for the people of a village through which
it passed, under the impression that Mr. Eden was come
to take possession of their country, assembled to pay him
their respects, which consisted, as we are told, after the
custom of the country, in setting fire to little heaps of
wormwood.

Up to this time, the indications of the existence of any
central government at all in the country had been so slight,
that Mr. Eden may well have doubted whether after all he
was not wending his way in pursuit of an ignis fatuus.
But at last he was destined to be furnished with some
tangible proof of the existence of a person claiming the
authority of a ruling power, in the shape of two letters
which some messengers were taking to the chief of Dhalim-
kote. As they gave out that these letters contained orders
to the chief to turn the mission back, they considered them-
selves justified in giving them to Mr. Eden to read. They
consisted of two contradictory orders, as Mr. Eden remarks,
“according to the Bhotan custom.” One of these letters
from the Deb Raja to the Dhalimkote chief was full of
professions of friendship to the British Government, and
instructed him to do everything he could to satisfy the
envoy and settle any dispute there might be about the
frontier, but it contained not a word about turning the
mission back. The other letter, intended for the chief’s
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private eye, and containing the real indication of the Deb
Raja's wishes, threatened the chief with death for allowing
the mission to cross the frontier, scolding him frightfully
for his remissness, ordering him to pay a fine of seventy
rupees to each of the messengers, and telling him not to
let the envoy go away angry, but to try and entice him
across the frontier again ; and that if it was impossible to
get rid of him, to send him round by another road, and to
take care that supplies were furnished.

It is difficult to understand how Mr. Eden could have so
far compromised his dignity as an envoy from the Governor-
General, as to have allowed the question of his action to
come in any shape before petty officials like these mes-
sengers. But this was not the only time he did so. Once
or twice, if not oftener, during his progress, when beset by
obstacles, he put the matter before some petty chiefs or
officials in such a way as to lay on them the responsibility
of his going on, saying if they liked to take upon them-
selves to refuse him permission to advance he would return,
but they must answer to their own government for thc
consequences. Of course these men would not take the
responsibility of interfering with the progress of the mission.
Why should they? But their refusing to do so did not
place Mr. Eden in a better position ; on the contrary, the
sacrifice of dignity he submitted to by laying the question
at all before such men was a compromise nothing short
of the most urgent necessity could have justified, and may
very well account for the refusal of the council, when
the envoy did reach the capital, to believe that in
reality he was accredited by the Governor-General. On
the present occasion, to these messengers (zinkaffs, they
call them, probably answering to our Indian chiprassees)
Mr. Eden put the question about his going or returning.
To begin with, he had not improved his position by read-
ing letters that were not intended for his eye. Then he
says: “The zinkaff, after reading the letter, said it was
clear that I should go back and enter the country by the

Cc2
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Samchee road.” (This was the name of the road indicated
in the letter) Then an altercation seems to have ensued
between the envoy and the messengers, who assuredly
must have rather exceeded their instructions in reading
letters entrusted to them to carry, and offering their com-
ments thereon. At last the messengers wound up the
conference by saying that the council had shown such
folly in not giving proper orders for the reception of the
mission, that Mr. Eden might go which way he liked.

On the 11th February, the mission reached a steep pass
obstructed by snow; but though the elevation where the
camp halted to spend the night was 11,800 feet, and
the thermometer marked 13°, no individual out of the
two hundred persons composing the retinue suffered
seriously from the cold. Captain Austin remained behind
in this pass for a day or two to complete some observa-
tions, but being caught in a snow-storm he had some
difficulty in overtaking his chief, and lost several men and
some property.

A little further in advance, the camp was forced to halt
on account of the snow, but an effort was made to push on
in consequence of intelligence that some more messengers
were on their way to meet the mission and turn it back.
Half the camp was accordingly sent on, under Captain
Austin. This was on the 1g9th February. And on the
other half preparing to start some hours after, the chief
or jungpen of the place came down, and with a show of
violence endeavoured to prevent them from moving, saying
he had orders from the Government to stop them. Upon
being requested to produce his orders, he declined to do so,
affording a fair presumption that he had not any, and that
all he wanted was to get a little money out of Mr. Eden ;
which he did under the guise of a present for furnishing
guides and sepoys.

The party had a difficult and, as it appeared at one
time likely to turn out, a very disastrous march after
leaving this place; for, misled by information on the road,
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they did not reach shelter till 1 A.M. of the day following,
perfectly exhausted, having been marching through the
snow continuously for fifteen hours, and not having tasted
food since nine o'clock the previous morning. At this
place the deputation or messengers of whose approach
Mr. Eden had heard, met him, and presented a letter from
the Deb Raja of an evasive character, suggesting at one
place that he should not go back, as the Raja had never
declined to receive the envoy, and in another, that the
complaints had better be investigated on the frontier, and
demanding payment of the arrears of rents for the Am-
baree district. The messengers, moreover, verbally told
Mr. Eden that their instructions were to return with him
to the frontier for the purpose of re-arranging the boundary
and receiving over charge of the Assam Dooars. Mr. Eden
very properly at this time declined to discuss the subject
with these men, but he did tell them, as if it was for them
to decide, that he wouid either return to Darjeeling or go
on to the capital. They begged him not to go back, but
promised to go to the capital and make arrangements for
his reception.

The mission now drew near Paro, the place of residence
of that governor of Western Bhotan called the Paro
Penlow, who had taken the part of the Deb Raja in the
recent rebellion, and under whose orders was the chief
of Dhalimkote. There was every reason to expett a more
favourable reception at this place than elsewhere; for
although the chief who had taken the part of the Deb Raja
and, it will be recollected, had sent a force to subdue
Dhalimkote, had been ejected from his government by the
successful revolutionary party, he still resided in the fort,
dnd retained all the real power in his hands, the nominal
power and dignity of office being vested in his stepson.
But although Mr. Eden, at the desire of the chief, halted
a day, in order that suitable preparations might be made to
receive the envoy’s party with due honours, when they
arrived they were kept standing on an open plain for tivo
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bours, without shelter, and without being allowed to pitch
their tents, Several efforts were made to get them pitched,
and a spot was selected, but the Bhotanese officials objected
to each in turn for some trifling reason, and when after a
long delay permission was granted to encamp, it was upon
one of those very sites which they had before been refused
permission to occupy. There seems to have been a deter-
mination or a settled design, from the very first, to subject
the mission on every possible occasion to studied insult.
Whether its advance under such circumstances is to be at-
tributed to a mistaken sense of duty, or to sheer fatuity,
or to high-souled contempt for danger, may be disputed ;
but history, I believe, records no other instance of an envoy
from a mighty power like the Government of British India
submitting to such treatment from the hands of officials of
a court to whom he was accredited as ambassador, and
yet persisting in exposing himself to a continuance of it.
The indignities and insults to which the envoy was sub-
jected at Paro, did not cease with the obstacles thrown in
his way in the selection of an encamping ground. The
officers and men were directed to remain in their tents till
further orders, and treated with insolence if they disobeyed.
Bhotan soldiers crowded the camp, stealing everything
they could, jeering the coolies and camp-followers, calling
them slaves, and drawing their knives upon them if they
attempted to reply. The servants were fined for going
about with their heads covered, and it was attempted to
make Mr. Eden and the chief officers of the mission dis-
mount from their horses, as a token of humiliation, on
approaching the residence of the police-officers. Bhotanese
were punished who were detected selling provisions, or
holding any communication with the camp. The chief, at
an interview with Cheboo Lama, the interpreter, had
declared that he had orders to prevent the eavoy from
going on, but that if he would halt four days there would
be time to get an answer from the capital, whither he
would send at once, and meantime every effort should be
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made to contribute to the comfort of the officers and men,
and the mission generally should be treated with respect.
When the series of petty insults—petty as taken separately,
but in the aggregate, and as directed towards the person
and following of an ambassador, most serious—had been
continued for some days, and as the chief had not sent to
the capital at all, Mr. Eden threatened to go back or to go
on unbidden to the seat of government. After this the
conduct of the chief changed ; he sent a message to the
council asking for orders, and in an interview with Mr.
Eden endeavoured to persuade that officer that the insults
and annoyances he had met with proceeded from the
malignant disposition of the ex-chief. He promised, how-
ever, that if any violence was attempted on the mission at
the capital, he would assist it.

An answer could have been received from the capital in
two days, nevertheless Mr. Eden was kept waiting sixteen,
and then none came. It transpired afterwards that verbal
instructions had been sent to this chief to seize Cheboo
Lama, the interpreter, and to send the rest of the party
back. He refused, however, to act without written instruc-
tions, and these the council were afraid to give. And the
chief then advised Mr. Eden to go on without waiting any
longer, alleging as a reason for the gross neglect in not
replying at all to his reference, the unsettled state of affairs
at the seat of government. Accordingly the mission set out,
but before it had reached the capital some more Govern-
ment messengers arrived with orders, as they said, from the
Deb Raja to return to the last place (Paro); and if they
thought it necessary after hearing what Mr. Eden had to
say, they might send higher officials to treat with him.
The same altercation ensued that had so often been re-
peated during this strange journey, Mr. Eden offering to go
back to Darjeeling if they said he was not to go on, and
they, declining to take that responsibility on themselves,
telling him he had better go on or wait. Mr. Eden resolved
on going on, but the messengers refused to return with
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him, having been, they said, despatched to Paro, where
they were instructed to levy a fine on the chief for allow-
ing the envoy to enter his territory.

At last, on the 15th of March, the wanderings of the
mission came to an end for the present by its arrival at
the capital, Poonakha, where every possible petty insult
that could be devised by barbarian cunning was heaped
upon it. On arrival the party were directed by a sepoy to
move off the high road and descend a precipitous hill, so as
to make their approach by a back way. This was the only
notice taken of the envoy, till, after some delay, a demand
was put forward for the surrender of two British subjects who
had been kidnapped by the Bhotanese, and who had taken
refuge in the envoy's camp. Mr. Eden gave up these men
on a promise that they should be allowed to return after
inquiry and investigation had taken place. As might have
been expected, the instant they left the British camp they
were sent off to slavery again, and Mr. Eden in reply to his
demand for their restitution was told they should not be
given up.

Two days after the camp reached the capital, the envoy
was summoned to attend the council; and he did so, insulted
by the crowd through which he passed, some of whom
pelted him and his attendants. On reaching the council-
house the British officers were kept standing outside, ex-
posed to the gaze of the crowd, because the council were not
ready to receive them. At last they were admitted,and as a
favour allowed to sit on their own chairs, but no customary
formalities were observed. Neither of the Rajas were pre-
sent at this interview, and nothing in the shape of business
was done beyond this,—that as neither party could under-
stand a word the other said, it was proposed that the
negotiations should be left entirely to Cheboo Lama, the
interpreter, a proposition which came from the council, and
certainly does no discredit to their intelligence. It is to be
vegretted that the same idea had not suggested itself to
the Viceroy's council long before, when Cheboo Lama might
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have been sent alone on the mission, the prestige of the
British name would have escaped insult, and an expensive
war and the loss of a vast number of very valuable lives
would have been avoided.

It was not till Mr. Eden had been at the capital five
days that he was accorded an interview with the Rajas. On
the 2oth he was summoned to attend them, and the insult-
ing and aggressive conduct of the Bhotanese officers cul-
minated to a point on this occasion. Exposed to the sun,

.to the insults of the crowd, the envoy and his attendants

were hustled first into one tent, then into another where
the council were sitting. There they were refused per-
mission to avail themselves of their own chairs, and were
forced to seat themselves on mats in the burning sun while
the interior of the tent was occupied by the Bhotan
grandees. After this they were hustled through a crowd
to another little tent, or canopy, where the Deb Raja was
sitting, and where Mr. Eden and his officers were forced to
stand uncovered in the sun while the Viceroy's letter was
brought in by a common coolie and given to the prince.
He shoiily after rose abruptly and left the tent, the
envoy and his suite being pushed rudely aside to let
him pass. They remained for a short time in the same
place, when they were summoned into another tent to
the presence of the Dhurma Raja, where a similar scene
was enacted. ’

Mr. Eden now complained of the heat, and desired
permission to depart, but was ordered to wait till the
council had seen him. The two Rajas then returned to
the city, and the officers of the mission were kept waiting
for an hour longer, hustled and insulted by the sepoys.
After a tedious delay they were taken again to the council,
where the unreasonable demands already put forward by
the Bhctanese were renewed, such as the cession of the
Assam Dooars, the payment of the arrears of rent, &c.;
the council assuring them that the injuries and matters of
complaint were altogether on the side of Bhotan, and not



26 THE ADMINISTRATION OF INDIA. [cHaP.

on that of the British Government. The interview ended
by the chief Tongso Penlow crumpling up the draft treaty
in his hand, and crying out, “Then we will have war! You
are nobody: you have no authority from the Governor-
General ;” adding that they did not want Ambaree, and
that a chiprassee might have been sent to settle the dis-
pute. He ended by saying, “I will have nothing more
to do with you—go.” .

On his return to camp, Mr. Eden indicated his intention
of taking his departure. But the cup of hymiliation for
the British envoy was not yet full. Messengers came
from the other members of council, begging that he would
not take his departure, and endeavouring to excuse the
treatment to which he had been subjected, on the ground
that it was all owing to the Tongso Penlow, who was
endeavouring to usurp the whole government. To this
solicitation Mr. Eden yielded, and after a useless attempt
at negotiation by letters, which only resulted in fresh insuit,
he consented to attend council again, on condition he was
not hustled by the mob, and that Tongso Penlow was not
present. Neither of the conditions was observed, the
envoy being hustled as usual, and stones thrown, and
Tongso Penlow being present in council, and as over-
bearing as before. A draft treaty was, however, agreed
upon, Mr. Eden having consented to omit two of the
articles which had been a great obstacle in the way of a
settlement, as the Bhotanese had from the first insisted on
their omission. These articles had reference to the resi-
dence of a British representative and of British traders in
the Bhotan territory. Having consented to get the draft
treaty as agreed upon copied as soon as possible, Mr. Eden
and his officers were allowed to return to camp.

On the 24th March, the treaty being ready for signature,
the envoy was summoned to the council. All this time
the custom usually observed in like cases, of a ceremonious
return visit paid by an officer of equal rank with the
Viceroy’s envoy, seems to have been scrupulously omitted,
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and that without attracting attraction or eliciting remon-
strance. The fact of the envoy being repeatedly sum-
moned to attend the council was in itself highly derogatory
to his dignity, and he ought not, except under compul-
sion, to have submitted to it.

The matter of the cession of the Assam Dooars had
not been mooted at the last meeting between the envoy
and the council, under the express understanding that
Mr. Eden would not attend the council at all if it was,
and, strange to say, the council on that occasion kept their
word. But at the next interview the Tongso Penlow
renewed his demands for the cession of these provinces,
and an altercation ensued between the envoy and the
chief, the other members of council showing that they
were quite in accord with the latter, and that their ex-
pression of regret at his former behaviour was altogether
feigned, for they continued laughing and talking, and not
attending to thc business in hand. After a while the
council adjourned, taking the mission with them to another
tent in a more open space, surrounded by an immense
crowd. This was no, doubt with the view of making as
public as possible the treatment to which it is evident
these Bhotanese officials had resolved to subject the
British envoy and his party. The pcrsonal outrage began
by the chief Tongso Penlow taking a piece of wet dough,
and rubbing Mr. Eden's face with it, pulling Ris hair, and
slapping him on the back, immediately afterwards pre-
tending it was all done in a friendly way, showing the
terms of intimacy that existed between them. The amuse-
ment of the lookers-on, however, at this gross breach of
propriety, showed how the matter was regarded. Another
chief next selected Dr. Simpson as an object of insult,
and, taking some pan leaf which he had chewed out of his
mouth, tried to make Dr. Simpson take it into his, which
he refused, and then threw it in his face. Cheboo Lama,
the interpreter, next came in for his share, and a watch
which he wore suspended by a ribbon round his neck, the
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gift of the Viceroy, was rudely torn from him, and made
over to one of the members of council, who secreted it in
his clothes.

That the members of the mission, who were separated
from their slender escort all this time, ever reached their
camp alive after this treatment, is the most wonderful part
of the whole story. In most semi-barbarous countries,
insults such as these inflicted on an envoy from a powerful
nation would naturally be followed by his assassination,
and that of all his retinue. No such tragic result followed.
After snatching away Cheboo Lama'’s watch, they seemed
to think that they had perhaps exceeded the limits of
official courtesy, and returned it to him; and they also
went so far, not a very great way certainly, towards the
amende, as to request Dr. Simpson to wipe his own face,
which he refused. After this the party were permitted to
leave the tent, and reached their own camp without further
molestation.

When they returned it was too late to commence the
march back that night, and had they done so it is more
than probable, from what afterwards happened, that open
violence would have been resorted to, and that they would
all have been seized and imprisoned.

Negotiations, or rather a process of intimidation, was
next day commenced through Cheboo Lama, the inter-
preter, who ‘was sent for by Tongso Penlow, and through
him the whole mission was threatened with seizure and
imprisonment unless Mr. Eden consented to sign a paper
ceding the Assam Dooars. In vain Mr. Eden protested
that he had no power to cede them, that even if he signed
the paper his signature would be of no avail, that the
British Government would not ratify it nor consider it
binding ; all of which was communicated to the Bhotanese,
of course, through Cheboo Lama, upon whose trustwor-
thiness in translating correctly, and upon nothing else, Mr.
Eden depended for the expression of his sentiments to
Tongso Penlow.



xiv.] THE MISSION RETURN. 29

Meantime the mission camp was straitened for sup-
plies; sentries having been posted all round to prevent
communication. In this crisis, Mr. Eden summoned a
council of the officers of his camp, to decide what action
to adopt. Three courses seemed open to them; either
to leave Mr. Eden and Cheboo Lama on condition that
the rest were allowed to withdraw, or to make an attempt
to escape by night, or to sign the paper. The latter
course was determined on. When this resolution had
been communicated to the council, the envoy was sum-
moned to attend them again on two occasions, on both
of which, however, he was treated with decent courtesy.
On the second (the 29th March) the treaty was signed
by Mr. Eden and Cheboo Lama, the former having written
above his signature, on the two copies that were made out,
the words “Under compulsion.” Whether any of the
council knew what these words mcant does not appear.
The presents, that had meantime been sent for from the
spot where they had been left, were distributed. A Bhotan
demon, or large wooden image, was brought in and carried
round the tent in state, notice having been given that
if any injury was done to the Bhotanese the demon would
resent it; and finally Mr. Eden recceived permission to
depart. As soon as he had left council, the chief Tongso
Penlow departed for his own territory, and the tents
being struck an immediate march was ordered® Even then
they did not get away without obstruction, a number of
Bhotanese sepoys having placed themsclves on the road
and insolently demanded why the mission left without

ission from the official who took up the reins of
government on the departure of Tongso Penlow. Cheboo
Lama then went back to the fort to represent matters and
complain of the violence offered; the baggage and tents
were sent on, and Mr. Eden, with the Sikh escort, remained
o behind to wait for Cheboo Lama.

He waited till it got dark, but the interpreter did not

come. He, however, sent a message to Mr. Eden, telling
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him to go on and he would follow next day. Mr. Eden
accordingly acted on this advice, and he was afterwards
joined by Cheboo Lama, who had not, however, escaped
without difficulty.

Next day, further attempts were made to detain the
mission and to seize Cheboo Lama, but Mr. Eden having
shown a disposition to resent any such attempt by force
they were eventually allowed to go on, and reached the
comparatively friendly neighbourhood of the Paro fort on
the 31st.

Their difficulties here terminated, and in thirteen stages
the ill-fated mission reached British territory in safety.

The announcement that the British envoy had signed a
paper ceding to the Bhotanese the Assam Dooars was
received by the English community in India with a yell of
indignation. And before the circumstances were thoroughly
known, it was assumed that Mr. Eden, acting under the
orders of the Bengal Government, had made light of the
sacrifice of a tract of country by the cession of which the
class who would chiefly suffer were the European settlers
and tea planters of Assam. How the insult to the British
nation and Government, in the person of the envoy, was
to be wiped out, and the treaty cancelled with a due
regard to our national honour, was debated in every circle.
If war was the remedy adopted,—war against whom, or
what? and ‘was it justifiable or prudent to sacrifice the
prestige attaching hitherto to the word of a British envoy,
by immediately repudiating the terms of a treaty entered
into by him after full deliberation and in a formal manner?
Much casuistry was thrown away in discussion as to
whether Mr. Eden ought, from motives of personal safety
of himself and his attendants, to have so compromised the
Government ; and a great deal of stress was laid upon the
fact of the treaty having been signed under compulsion.
It seems to me idle to adduce the introduction of those
qualifying words as an element in the argument at all,
because it does not appear that the Bhotanese had any
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knowledge of their meaning and force, and they would
in that case be of no further avail than a mental reserva-
tion, which a man makes when he says “Yes,” and means
“ No.” Had they known the full force of the phrase, it is
thy likely, from what we have seen of their proceedings,
that they would have becn satisficd with so transparent a
formality, or consented to receive a document in the face
of it null and void. The translation of the document, of
course, sested with Cheboo Lama, the interpreter, and it is
not very likely that he was so scrupulously exact in his
rendering of the whole paper as to have explained very
clearly the meaning of the two words which made the
whole treaty waste paper. The question resolves itself
into one of general principle, whether any circumstances
can justify fraud. It is clear that if they can, then was Mr.
Eden fully justified in pufchasing the safety of himself and
the mission by the pretended cession of the Assam Dooars.
It would have been lamentable indeed had his life and the
lives of his companions been sacrificed in this silly attempt
to treat barbarians with the forms and usages observed
among civilized nations. And if the safety of the whole
party was purchased at the expense of Cheboo Lama’s
conscience, perhaps the bargain may on the whole not
be considered a very bad one. I am not aware that the
Indian Government have ever adopted as their motto, “ Fiat
justitia ruat ccelum:” if so, it has been addpted very
recently ; at any rate, it is clear they did not act upon it
in their relations with Bhotan, for the treaty ceding the
Assam Dooars was at once repudiated.

The British Government, however, did not at once
resolve on war; at first it was determined only to annex
permanently the Ambaree district, and fo withhold for the
future the rent for the Assam Dooars. At the same time a
demand was made for the immediate restitution of all
British subjects held in captivity, the alternative being
the annexation of the Bengal Dooars. These terms were,
it is hardly necessary to add, not complied with, and in
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November 1864 a proclamation of war was issued, and
active preparations set on foot,

It will be recollected that the Bengal Dopars were
protected or supervised by the chiefs of five forts, Dhalim-
kote the westernmost, then Chamoorcha, next Balla, Buxa,
and lastly Bishensing.

The plan of the campaign was, therefore, to send a
column against each of these forts, and the command of
the whole force was given to Brigadier-General Mulcaster,
with immediate control over the three right columns, the
other columns to operate on the left being under the
command of Brigadier-General Dunsford, C.B. A small
reserve of Europeans was stationed at Darjeeling, the
troops composing the force in the field being, with the
exception of the artillerymen, entirely natives.

The first operation, the reduction of Dhalimkote, was
attended with a sad disaster. The column sent against this
fort consisted of three Armstrong Mountain Train guns,
and two 8-inch mortars, a wing of the 18th Native Infantry,
and the 3oth Punjab Infantry. After one or two stockades
had been captured without any actual resistance by a
detachment under Major Gough, the column reached
Ambiok, which it will be recollected was the halting-place
of the mission camp just under the Dhalimkote fort, on
the 5th December. Some communication passed between
Lieut.-Colonel Haughton, the political officer with the
column, and the commandant of the fort, which was
attended with no practical result, and the guns and mortars
were put in position. Owing to the nature of the country,
it was found impossible to select a site for guns where the
magazine could be deposited at a safe distance. The
mortars were accordingly placed on a pathway where there
was only just room for them, and the magazine on one
side immediately below the ridge. On the column ap-
proaching the fort a fire of stones and arrows, and a few
matchlocks, was directed against it. The infantry, after
capturing a barricade, advanced to the foot of the ascent
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leading to the fort, where they were exposed to another
volley. of stones, arrows; and matchlock balls; Captain
Macgregor, the Brigade Major, and Major Longmore of the
18th Native Infantry, being wounded, the former by a match-
lock ball, the latter by an arrow. The two five and a half
inch mortars were throwing their shell into the fort, when
suddenly a terrible explosion occurred, and three officers—
Major Griffin and Lieutenants Anderson and Waller—of
the Artillery, with four gunners, were killed on the spot,
some of them being so disfigured that their forms could
scarcely be recognised ; an officer of the Royal Engineers
and several artillerymen were at the same time very
severely wounded. All accounts coincide in stating that
the accident originated from a prematurc bursting of a
shell. The shock, with its terrible results, was so in-
stantaneous that it is difficult for the survivors who were
nearest the spot when the catastrophe occurred, to recollect
exactly the position which the unfortunate sufferers occupied
at the moment they were blown up. Dr. Rennie states
that Major Griffin was engaged in weighing out the charges.
No doubt that was his particular duty at the time, but I
am assured on the authority of an officer who was present,
that the moment before the explosion took place he was
leisurely sitting on a barrel of gunpowder, smoking a pipe
with that contempt for danger which is the invariable
result of familiarity with it, .

The fort of Dhalimkote fell into our possession on the
evening of that day, the Punjabees having eficcted an
entry by a breach made with an Armstrong gun, which
had’ been brought up after the explosion. The Bhotanese
retired from an opening in the opposite wall as our own
soldiers entered, and several buildings in the place, in-
cluding a monastery, were destroyed by fire.

The occupation of the country around, and the villages
and forts dependent on Dhalimkote, which was accom-
plished without opposition, kept the column employed
till the 19th December, after which Brigadier-General

VOL. IL D
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Dunsford descended from the hills, and directed his march
towards the -next fort, Chamoorcha. This was captured
almost without opposition. The Bhotanese, indeed, ex-
hibited a good deal of courage in attacking the advance
party under Major Mayne, with arrows, stones, and match-
locks, but they appear to have offered no resistance at all
in defence of the fort itself, which was captured by a
party under Major Garsten, the garrison escaping and
flying over the hills as our troops entered. A detachment
of 100 men, under Captain Perkins of the Engineers, had
been sent to the rear of the village to intercept and destroy
the fugitives ; an object in which, it is to be hoped, for the
sake of humanity, they were unsuccessful. There were
two men killed and three wounded on our side. The
Bhotanese had thirteen killed, and were said to have
carried off their wounded. The adjacent strongholds of
Buxa and Balla were occupied by Captain Watson without
opposition.

Meantime operations had been conducted against
Dewangiri, the easternmost of the forts commanding
the Dooars, from the Assam side. The column under
Colonel Campbell, and accompanied by Brigadier-General
‘Mulcaster, advanced with all the pomp and circumstance
of war from a place called Koomree Katta, about twelve
miles from Dewangiri, in fighting order. On the gth
.December they made six miles, and halted near a pass
in the hills, Meantime Captain Macdonald, with fifty of
the Bengal police, had been sent on to reconnoitre. Early
in the morning of the 10th the column continued its march
in fighting order up the pass. About half-way through they
came to a fortified position or stockade, from behind which
they were assaulted by a shower of stones, and one man
was wounded. The advanced guard, consisting of a com-
pany of the 43d Assam Light Infantry, returned fire, when
it was ascertained that the position was exposed on both
flanks, and that there were fifty Bhotanese init. Upon this
the advance guard was recalled, and the column halted for
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the night. Next morning, while the Brigadier-General was
reconnoitring, information was reccived that the fort of
Dewangiri had fallen into the hands of Captain Macdonald
and his police constables. The stockade in front of which
the column had halted during the night was then examined,
and found to be evacuated. Captain Macdonald's success
had been gained with the trifling loss of one man killed
and five wounded, for the garrison had offered scarcely
any resistance beyond hurling a few volleys of stones and
arrows, and one rude cannon shot, which occasioned the
only fatal casualty.

Somewhat similar were the operations against the now
only surviving fort, Bishensing. Against this the Brigadier-
General marched with threc hundred men of the 12th and
44th regiments of Native Infantry, and on arrival found
nothing but a solitary housc, inhabited by an old I.ama
priest. “Thus was the capture of the Bhotan hill fort of
Bishensing effected,” says Dr. Rennie, “for which duty a
fully-equipped column, about 2,000 stronF. accompanied by
150 elephants, had been detached.”

The capture of all the forts and Dooars having thus
been accomplished, the military force engaged was broken
up. It soon appeared, however, that, the Bhotanese were
not going to let so valuable a portion of their country
slip out of their hands without an effort to recover it.
Sundry warnings werc given that they were *making
preparations to recover the whole line of forts, but no one
paid any attention to them, though the peasantry in the
neighbourhood, who seem from the first to have welcomed
the advent of the British, on several occasions gave informa-
tion that ought to have put our people on the alert.

Besides this, it appears a letter was received at Dewan-
giri from Tongso Penlow, the chief who had taken such an
active part in the ill-treatment of Mr. Eden; but as no one
could read the letter it had to be sent to Darjceling, a
distance of 200 miles, to be translated by Cheboo Lama!
What a comment is this upon the way in which our rela-

D2
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tions with Bhotan were conducted! Even after we had
taken possession and declared ourselves masters of the
richest part of the country, and established our garrisons
and our civil officers for the administration of justice, a
letter written in a language commonly used in the country
has to be sent two hundred miles to be translated! This
missive afterwards turned out to be a timely caution to the
officer in command at Dewangiri, that the mighty Tongso
Penlow was coming to attack him if he did not evacuate
the fort within seven days.

The garrison of Dewangiri consisted of a detachment of
the 43d Native Light Infantry, a company of Sikh Sappers,
some Bengal police, and some guns manned by Eurasian
artillerymen, Early on the morning of the 29th January,
1863, the troops were surprised by a Bhotanese force under
Tongso Penlow, who had kept his word. The utmost
confusion prevailed, as it always does in attacks of this
kind just before dawn. The noise which at first disturbed
the garrison, who seem to have been content to do without
the usual precaution of posting sentries, was like that made
by loose cattle running over the fortified enclosure. The
soldiers fell in as well as they could in the dark; the
artillery kept to their guns, and the infantry opened fire in
the direction where the assailants were supposed to be. As
soon as there was light enough to see the enemy, Colonel
Campbéll charged with the 43d and Sappers, and drove them
out of the place. The only casualties were, Lieutenant
Urquhart of the Royal Engineers, killed, and Lieutenant
Storey, of the 43d, wounded ; four men killed, and thirty-
one wounded. The loss of the enemy was put down at
about sixty men.

The Bhotanese, however, were by no means disheartened;
they only changed their tactics. Finding out that the only
supply of water for the garrison came from a spring about
a mile and a half distant, the water being conveyed by
means of a bamboo aqueduct, they easily succeeded in
cutting it off, at the same time occupying in force the pass
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which lay between the fort and the reserve of the British
forces in the plain country. Colonel Campbell then applied
to Brigadier-General Mulcaster for reinforcements, as he
was not strong enough to dislodge the Bhotanese and
recover possession of the springs of water so indispensably
necessary for his troops. Brigadier-General Mulcaster,
however, turned a deaf ear to Colonel Campbell's urgent
solicitations, but consented at last to send him some
ammunition ; next to water, perhaps, thc commodity of
which the beleaguered garrison stood most in need. The
ammunition, however, never reached its destination; for
when the officer escorting it arrived at the foot of the pass
he found it in possession of the cnemy, and his detach-
ment only consisting of thirty-six sepoys, he did not feel
justified in attacking.

Thus the genius of contrarics scemed to guide all our
relations and operations with Bhotan from the first. The
mission under Mr. Eden, which never ought to have been
sent, when it started did almost cverything it ought not to
have done, and omitted to do almost everything it should
have done. When war was declared, an expensive and
elaborately equipped military force was despatched, under
the usual organization of generals and brigadiers, to scize
a number of empty forts, which might have been taken
possession of by a few police. When the Bhotanesc had
mustered in force, and sent notice of their intention to
attack us, the letter had to be forwarded two hundred
miles before it could be read; and finally, when the garri-
son of the principal place wrested from the enemy was
straitened, the supply of water being cut off, the general
sent them ammunition, which never arrived because the pass
was held by a strong force of the enemy, and the escort
consisted of thirty-six sepoys only; and this is the same
pass which, when it was occupied by a stockade garrisoned
by fifty men who ran away in the night, it was thought
necessary to employ a whole British column under the
Brigadier-General himself to force.
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Human beings, let them be ever so braye, cannot live
without water ; and in consequence of the refusal to send
Colonel Campbell reinforcements, that officer was com-
pelled to take the disastrous step of evacuating Dewangiri.
This was done at one o’clock on the morning of the 5th
February, the pickets keeping up a fire to divert the
enemy'’s attention. 250 men of the 43d were told off to
carry and escort the sick and wounded; 50 more to drag
the guns, two twelve-pound howitzers ; and the remainder
of the force, about 200 men, were available for duty on
the front and rear of the retreating column. Colonel
Campbell, however, realized the truth of the old saying,
that a retreat is the most difficult manceuvre to manage in
the whole range of military operations, and above all a
retreat in the night.

The main column lost its way, the usual result of move-
ments in the dark; then a panic seized the men, the guns
were abandoned, and, I am sorry to add, some of the sick
and wounded—how many is not known ; and, in short, the
retreat turned to a flight ; the gunners, unable to drag the
guns when the sepoys of the 43d refused any longer to assist,
acting under the orders of their officer, Captain Cockburn,
threw them over the precipice with the view of preventing
them from falling into the hands of the Bhotanese. The
latter, however, managed to get them up, and retained
them for ‘a long while as trophies of their victory.

The ill-fated garrison at last reached the camp at
Koomree Katta, the men and officers saving nothing but
the things they wore or carried with them. The Bhotanese
did not perceive the evacuation of the fort till about two
hours after the troops had left, and then were too busily
engaged in looting what had been left behind to think of
pursuing the fugitives. The chief, Tongso Penlow, behaved
exceedingly well, having treated with kindness and con-
sideration the wounded who fell into his hands. Indeed,
he sent a letter down to Koomree Katta, inquiring after the
health of the Bhotanese prisoners in the British camp;
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adding that the British prisoners in his possession were
going on well.

About the same time that this assault was made on
Dewangiri, all the other forts as far as Chamoorcha were
assailed in a similar manner. It would be tcdious to
relate the story of each attack in detail. Suffice it to say
that in every instance except that of Dewangiri the
attempt failed, either from grcater prccaution having
been used by the defenders, or from reinforcements being
promptly sent up.

The Government were resolved to take immediate steps
to recover their lost prestige in Bhotan, and accordingly
two batteries of Artillery, one from Mcerut and the other
from Calcutta, the 55th Regiment from Lucknow, and the
head-quarters of the 8oth from Dum Dum, the 19th, 29th,
and 3ist regiments of Native Infantry, were ordered at
once to the fronticr. At the same time Brigadier-Gencral
Tombs, C.B, V.C., was scnt to supersede Brigadier-General
Mulcaster, and Brigadier-General Tytler, C.B,, to succeed
Brigadier-General Dunsford, C.B,, who resigned from ill-
health. Of the force above dctailed, the 3d Battery, 25th
Brigade, R.A,, the hcad-quarters of the 55th Regiment,
and 29th Punjab Infantry were ordered to operate against
Dewangiri, while the remainder of the force was attached
to the left brigade.

It will easily be understood that the re-co;lquest of
Decwangiri, and the work of driving the Bhotanese from
the stockades which they had erccted in the neigh-
bourhood of some of the other forts, were very casily
effected by the overwhelming British army now in the
field.

Dewangiri was captured almost without any casualtics
on our side at all; an officer of the police, Mr. Weldon,
having been shot in the groin, and three officers struck in
the head with stones. There were about four-and-twenty
of the sepoys also wounded.

While the British column was assembling for the final
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operations against Dewangiri, two messengers were sent to
Tongso Penlow to inquire after the prisoners. It was
found he had treated them well ; the messengers, too, he
did not despatch on their return errand till he had given
them a good dinner. He sent his compliments to the
officers in camp, saying that he was quite well, and hoped
they were so too. The amiablec sentiments and really
good behaviour of the chivalrous Bhotan barbarian were,
however, but poorly returned by our own people, who on
the captarc of the place indiscriminately slaughtered
120 Bhotanese they found there, many of whom were lying
on the ground wounded.

Thus ended the Bhotan war, which was nothing but a
series of mistakes from the first. It was born in ignorance,
bred in mismanagement, and concluded by a bloody
and cruel butchery. The casualties among our officers
and men in the field, however, are far from representing
the total loss which the war entailed. With the most
exquisite scenery, abounding in undulating hills clothed
with verdure and forest trees, here and there presenting a
grand panorama of lofty mountain-ranges, with all their
diversities of hill and dale, Bhotan possesses a most deadly
climate. Of all the various kinds of malarious fever known
in India, presenting some type peculiar to each locality,
the fever of Bhotan is the most dangerous. Once in the
system, it seems incapable of being eradicated for years.
And numbers of those who served in the country during
the war carried with them to other scenes of duty seeds of
a disease that too often proved fatal. The habits of the
Bhotanese are excessively filthy. Strangers, as all semi-
barbarous tribes are, to sanitary precautions of any kind,
these people seem to have vied with Nature herself in
making their picturesque country a very charnel-house.
Some of the forts, which were permanently occupied by our
troops after the termination of hostilities, which had been
for years before used as places of residence by the people
attached to the locality, were found to contain a foot and
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more in depth of accumulated filth over their whole area.
This was especially the case at Dhalimkote, where an
effort was made to clear the place, and render it in some
degree fit for human habitation, by removing the filth which
covered the space surrounded by thc walls to the extent
of 7,000 feet, and a foot and a half in thickness. But the
disturbance or removal of the dried surface of the mass of
accumulated horrors seemed to let loosc the foul miasma
which had been, like an evil genius, imprisoned in the dirt
that generated it. The consequences were most disastrous ;
men and officers alike fell bencath its baneful influence.
Kept on rations insufficient to enable their system to rally
against the effects of such a pestilential atmosphere, the
native troops succumbed in a most pitiable manner. Even
in a country remarkable for verdure vegetable food is scarce,
and the men, in addition to fever and aguc, began to suffer
from scurvy. Again and again the officer commanding
the detachment addressed his supcriors, urging on them
the necessity of supplying the men with more genérous dict,
and above all vegetables. But the senior medical officer
would not support the application with a rccommendation
of his own. At last the frightful mortality among the men
attracted the attention of the military authorities; and
when too late to save life, the long-solicited vegetables
were sent up, at a season of the ycar which engured their
arriving in a half-rotten state, and additional rations were
sanctioned.

In reviewing the whole story of our relations with Bhotan,
from the starting of the embassy to the butchering of the
wounded in the fort of Dewangiri—which it is but just to
state the European officers endeavoured, but in vain, to
prevent—the impartial historian cannot but see that, with
the advantages of civilization and the teaching of Chris-
tianity on our side, even as regards those qualities which
civilization and Christianity are supposed to foster, if not
to beget, the balance is in favour of the despised, semis
barbarous Bhotanese. With the exception of the un-
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gentlemanly (if such a word can be applied to a Bhotan
at all) conduct of Tongso Penlow in spitting in the face of
Dr. Simpson, and besmearing the features of the envoy
with filth, their conduct throughout was marked by at least
as much (shall we not say more?) good sense, straight-
forwardness, forbearance, and military skill as ours. If
Mr. Eden obstinately persisted in pushing his way into the
heart of the country, they firmly and consistently from the
first did all they possibly could to prevent him from putting
himself in a false position, No man could have had
broader hints that he was not wanted. While their con-
duct, though occasionally vacillating, was for the most
part frank and honest, even to the extent of Tongo Pen-
low’s declining to take advantage of the laxity of discipline
and want of alertness of the Dewangiri garrison without
giving notice beforehand of his determination to make a
struggle for the freedom of his country, a British envoy is
driven to a disgraceful expedient to secure his own liberty
and that of his suite. A British officer in command
of an important outpost in a newly-conquered country
allows his garrison to be surprised, fails to take measures
to secure his men a constant supply of water, the most
necessary of all the necessaries of life, and is driven pell-
mell, with the loss of his guns and all public and private
stores, down the hills. A brigadier-general, with a con-
siderable force at his command, fails to keep open his com-
munications with his own outpost ; while the Bhotan chief,
self-taught in the art of strategy, surprises a garrison, cuts
off its water, and secures its inevitable defeat. When our
wounded, cast away in the hurry of disgraceful flight }rom
the abandoned fort, fall into the hands of Tongso, he treats
them kindly, and rewards our messengers, sent to his
camp, with good dinners, and sends them back with polite
messages. When our men attack a scarce-defended fort,
we send a party to the rear on purpose to shoot down
helpless fugitives; and when Dewangiri falls finally before
a British force, the garrison, including the wounded, are
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butchered. Even the original cause of dispute, the alleged
aggression of the Bhotanese upon British subjects, was by
no means all on one side of the account, for the Bhotan
authorities from the very first declared they had more
reason than we to complain of fronticr outrages, and the
truth or falsehood of the allegation cannot be dctermined,
for it was never investigated.

The termination of active hostilitics resulted in leaving
us victors in thc field. The Dooars had becn seized, and
the hill fortresses attached to them were in our possession;
but so long as the country remained hostile, it was obvious
that we should have to retain our possession of those
places which had fallen into our hands at an cnormous
sacrifice of life; for it would be necessary to maintain
large garrisons at the principal strongholds. It was
therefore resolved, at the conclusion of 1865 and com-
mencement of 1866, to organize a strong force of 7,000
men to complete the conquest and subjugation of the
entire country. Happily, the necessity of resorting to this
extreme mcasurc was avoided by the conclusion of a
treaty with the Deb Raja and Tongso Penlow, by which,
on condition of the two guns deserted by Colonel Camp-
bell's detachment being restored, and stipulations for the
future to put an end to all aggression or annoyance on the
British frontier, our Government bound itsclf tp abandon
the idea of further hostilities, and to pay ycarly, as rent for
the Bengal Dooars, a sum of 25,000 rupecs, to be doubled
in the event of the terms of the trcaty being faithfully
observed by the Bhotanese.

It only remains to add, that the writers who have laid
the blame of this miserable chapter of British Indian
history on the shoulders of the Bengal Government have
done so unreasonably. The policy, whether good or bad,
was Imperial policy from the first ; and from Mr. Eden's
mission down to the treaty of 1866, the Supreme Govern-
ment is solely responsible. It is equally unjust to
regard Sir John Lawrence as the author of the mischief.
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It was begun before he arrived in the country; and
although it would have been much better if he had at
once taken the responsibility of ordering Mr. Eden back,
and declining to sanction any further attempt at a
hopeless task, we can easily understand how unwilling
he felt to cancel and upset at one stroke the policy of his
predecessor,









CHAPTER XV.

THE UMBEYLA CAMPAIGN—THE BLACK MOUNTAIN CAMPAIGN--
GENERAL RESULT,

THE outrages of the Sittana fanatics upon British subjects,
their interference with traffic, and their threatening attitude
generally, induced the Government in 1863 to send a force
under Sir Neville Chamberlain to reduce them to order.
About forty miles north of the Attok Fort, where the
route to Peshawur crosses the Indus, and on the west bank
of that river, is a large mountain called Mahabun, about
thirty miles in length from east to west, and 8,000 feet
high. The summit is mostly covered with forests of fir-
trees, and in the winter months wrapped in snow, but the
sides of the mountain are bare and rocky, and in places
very steep, and only to be ascended by spurs which run out
at intervals into the valleys below, scparated by deep rocky
gorges, so that in passing from onc spur to thg other it is
almost always necessary either to ascend to the summit
and descend from the point where the spurs commence, or
go down to the valley, cross the gorge, and ascend from the
foot of the other projection. Interspersed among the gorges
and spurs, the rocks and forests, that alternate over the
surface of this splendid mountain, are plots of cultivation
and small villages inhabited by the hardy races who have
made their homes almost on a level with the eagle’s eyrie.
The tribe against which military operations were now
directed were the Hindustanee fanatics, the descendants of
a band of desperate men who formed a colony in the trans-
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Indus district in the days of Runjeet Singh. Their prin-
cipal stronghold and head-quarters of late years had been
at a place called Mulka, hidden in a cleft on the northern
side of the Mahabun mountain, which, as it runs from
south-east to north-west, turns its southern flank towards
the Peshawur valley, and its northern towards the hilly
districts of Bonair, and other territories as yet practically
unexplored. The Indus at this part of its course has a
direction pretty nearly due north and south. Ata small
bend the river makes just where it approaches the north-
western corner of Mahabun is the city of Umb, and at the
foot of the south-west corner is the town of Sittana, another
settlement of these fanatics, whither they resorted always
when intent upon hostile designs against their neighbours,
and by which name they are known to us.

The stronghold of Mulka was therefore most securely
situated. To reach it there were only two routes, either
right over the mountain crest and down the other side, or
round by the foot of the mountain to the north-west corner,
where lies the sheltered valley of Chumla. This valley
is bounded on the whole of the south side by the spurs
of Mahabun, on the north by the rugged country of the
Bonairs. The entrance to it is effected on the west by a
pass called the Umbeyla pass, from a village of that name
at its mouth, just where it debouches into the valley. The
other, or the western end of the pass, enters the hills from
the south, connecting a tract of plain country, called the
Eusofzie part of the Peshawur valley, and within the British
frontier line, with the Chumla valley. The mountain
heights (for where the country is all one mass of mountain
ridges, the principal heights can only be distinguishéd in a
general description) overhanging the Umbeyla pass on the
north flank are called the Gooroo mountain, and are in the
Bonair territory, as also is the village of Umbeyla and the
adjacent tract. Away to the north and west of Bonair,
across another high range, is the Swat valley, and beyond
that again the eye rests on range after range, till the snow-
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capped summits of the Hindoo Koosh bound the distant
horizon.

From this brief description of the localities, it will be
sufficiently clear that, in directing its operations against the
stronghold of Mulka, the British force could more casily
penctrate to the mountain fastness by pushing through the
Umbeyla pass, making its way along the Chumla valley,
and then, by turning sharply to the right, take the enemy’s
position, as it were, in the flank. When Sir Neville Cham-
berlain took the field, there was, as far as we were aware,
no combination between the Mulka or Sittana fanatics and
their neighbours, the Bonairs or the Swatecs. Our relations
with the Bonairs, so far as any communication had taken
place, were not unfricndly. We had no quarrel with them,
and did not wish to seck onc. But these fanatical Mahom-
medan motntain tribes are casily excited and very suspi-
cious, and, above all, extremely jealous of having their
territories explored by British officers or British troops :
and although the route of the force on its way vid the
Chumla valley to Mulka would necessarily have to pass
through the Bonairs’ territory, yet as they only laid claim to
the tract at the Chumla cnd of the pass, where stood the
village of Umbeyla; and as all the information which our
civil officers on the frontier had been able to obtain about
the pass led them to believe there were no physical ob-
stacles to prevent a small force marching right through it in
one day ; and as the next day would see the column out of -
the Bonairs’ territory again, and fairly on its way to Mulka,
it was hoped that no opposition would be offcred to the pas-
sage of our troops. Morcover, the object was to surprise,
and there were grounds for apprehension that if we made
a formal demand to the Bonairs for pcrmission to pass
through their territory, or rather intimated our intention
of doing so, although it was added that we had no wish
to molest or annoy them, they might, from a feeling of
sympathy, though there was no real clanship between them
and the Hindustanee fanatics, apprise them of the approach
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of a body of infidels bent on their destruction. So it was
resolved to let them know nothing of our movement till the
force was at the mouth of the pass ready to push its way
through, and then it was hoped it would be possible for it
to march along the valley the same day, and by nightfall
reach a place called Kooria, at the easternmost extremity,
where the route would turn off to the right towards Mulka.
In fact, it was as if we would commit a little trespass first,
and when we had reached the boundary of our neighbour’s
grounds, and were on the point of quitting them, we might
ask permission, regardless whether it was acceded or
refused, and a proclamation was to be issued to the Bonair
chiefs, acquainting them with our peaceable intentions so
far as they were concerned.

Accordingly, on the morning of the 2oth October, the
force—which consisted of half a battery of Royal Artillery,
the three guns being carried along on elephants, the 71st
Highlanders, the 1o1st Royal Bengal Fusiliers, two com-
panies of native Sappers, the 2oth and 32d Native Infantry,
the 11th Native Cavalry, two native mountain batteries,
with eight small guns carried on mules, the Guides (infantry
and cavalry), the 1st, 3d, 5th, and 26th regiments of
Native Infantry of the Punjab Irregular Force, and the 5th
Goorkhas—entered the Umbeyla pass; the proclamation
having been issued the day before to the neighbouring
tribes, informing them that the object of the force was
to enter the Mahabun tract and punish the fanatics,
and that there was no intention of interfering with other
tribes.

Colonel Wylde, an experienced officer in this mountain
warfare, led the way with his corps of Guides and 1st
Punjab Infantry, under Major Keyes. After halting about
an hour at the village of Soorkhawai, at the mouth of the
pass, Colonel Wylde, accompanied by the Deputy-Com-
missioner, went on to feel the way. The prospect was not
encouraging, for the road lay up a watercourse, in which
were huge masses of rock and clear running water, the hills
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high, towering on either side, and covered with brushwood
and trees. The advance column had not proceeded far
before it was greeted by a couple of shots, which neccs-
sitated crowning the heights on either side with flanking
parties of Guide infantry, whilst the 1st, or Coke's Regi-
ment, advanced up the watercourse. The way being thus
led, the main body of the force, under Colonel Hope, of
H.M. 71st, followed. The road is a gentle ascent the entire
distance, without a single village. About seven miles from
Soorkhawai brought the column to the crest of the pass of
Umbeyla, 'where a halt was ordered, for nonc of the bag-
gage had come up, and the men spent a most uncomfort-
able night. But a reconnoitring party, consisting of Col.
Probyn with his regiment (cavalry), Captain Hawes with the
Guides (cavalry), and a party of Sappers, were pushed for-
ward under the command of Colonel Taylor of the Engincers
as far as Kooria, somc ten miles further on.  The people
everywhere were civil and obliging, offcring their services,
and tendering subimission ; but the Bonairs were assembled
in considerable force, part of them being visible from the
camp at the mouth of the pass collecting on the hillside
and occupying Umbeyla, the principal features of which
were flat-roofed houses and a mosque, with corn-stacks and
fields of tall-stalked Indian corn adjoining. It was evening,
and night was drawing on. It was impossible to attack the
enemy, for such no doubt they were, in a position & which
our officers knew nothing beyond what they could sce at
a distance, and as yet no overt act of hostility had been
made. The mountaineers, however, came out of their fast-
nesses, yelling and shouting defiance as our reconnoitring
party returned, and the men of Probyn’s regiment could
not be restrained. They charged all who had becn rash
enough to leave the cover of the village. Hand-to-hand
conflicts ensued ; several of the cnemy fell. Unfortunately
a dry nullah had to be passed in the charge, at which two
of the horses fell, and went over to the enemy ; of these
one belonged to the adjutant of the Sikh regiment. Several
VOL. IL E
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of the Sikhs had their horses wounded, and one of the men
received a smart sabre-cut on his head.

This affair occurring just below the camp, the 20th Pun-
jab Infantry and a regiment of Muzbee Sikhs came down,
and kept the enemy at bay until all our force had again re-
entered the pass. It was by this time dark, excepting the
moon's dim light, and the Bonairs pluckily followed our
troops up to the crest, and continued to fight until three
o'clock the morning following.  The hills on both sides of
the camp were lined with infantry pickets about half-way
up the heights; nobody slept, and few got anything in
the way of food or clothes, as the baggage could not be
brought up ; and for some days following provisions fetched
exorbitant prices, flour selling at a rupee per two pounds,
and bread at several rupees per loaf. The night was cold,
but there was no want of excitement. A breastwork of
commissariat stores was thrown across the narrow part of
the mountain road in front, and defended by guns and
infantry. Here the staff assembled ; and here they wit-
nessed the daring courage of the Bonairs, with which the
whole force was destined to become more familiar. They
advanced up to the breastwork—one man even leapt
over it and cut down an officer of the Engineers, Lieut.
Brown—while several of them crept stealthily into our
camp, where they attacked any one they met. The night
was too‘dark to allow of our men taking aim, but whenever
a matchlock flashed through the gloom a shower of bullets
from our soldiers’ rifles sped in the direction thus indicated.
But the enemy likewise availed themselves of this guide
for their fire, and whilst the general and his staff were
standing by the guns, a ball, which the lighted portfire had
doubtless attracted, mortally wounded Captain Gillies of
the Artillery, who fell shot through the heart. Meantime
the pickets on the height were similarly occupied, and thus
was spent the first night in-the Umbeyla pass, in a hot
though desultory engagement with an enemy with whom
we had literally as yet had no quarrel. About three o’clack
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the firing ceased, and our jaded soldiers were enabled to
snatch a little repose.

The difficulty of the situation now began to dawn fairly
upon Sir Neville Chamberlain. It was certain he would
have to fight every inch of the way; and, as far as mere fight-
ing went, this he could have done; but his little army had
to be fed, and where were his supplies to come from? He
could not venture to advance without at least a fortnight's
provisions, and how was his small but well-appointed force
to fight their way, protect the baggage and supplies, and
keep open their communications? For it was now clear
that the very first device the Bonairs adopted, when the
British force moved on, would be to closc the pass. Thus
circumstanced, he determined to stay where he was, and to
send back for rcinforcements and supplies, holding the
position meanwhile. Stronger pickets were thrown out on
both sides of the little camp, which was in the bed of
the pass, flankced on the left by the heights of the Gooroo
mountain, on the right by a high craggy peak to which
our troops gave the name of the Craig picket, while the
site selected for thc picket on the left was called the
Eagle’s nest. The hardy and now excited mountaincers
gave our troops no rest. Every day had its own story of
little battles fought and won, vigorous attacks resisted,
and the enemy again and again driven back, again and
again advancing under the influence of their lcaders, and
hurling themselves upon the small compact force of British
troops, who held their difficult position with the tenacity
which British soldiers know so well how to evince. On
the 26th the ranks of the enemy werc swelled by the
arrival of a number of the Swatees, who, assisted by a
body of the fanatics from Mulka, against whom originally
our efforts had been solely directed, made a desperate and
combined attack upon the camp. The 20th Punjabees and
Frontier Infantry Corps were hotly engaged, and their
casualties heavy. A lieutenant of the former corps—Rich-
mond, a man beloved by all who knew him—was shot

E2
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through the head, and died the day following; Major
Brownlow lost his senior native officer and several men in
addition to poor Richmond. Clifford, an excellent soldier,
the adjutant of the 1st Punjab Cavalry, and a volunteer
with the 3d Punjab Infantry, was killed, together with some
native officers and men. In all, our casualties were eighty
killed and wounded ; among the latter being Drake of the
Sappers and Barrow of the Artillery. The enemy suffered
much, but were nowise daunted or discouraged. The hill
fighting involved physical exertions to which many of
our officers and men may well have been strangers. To
mount the rocky paths which led to our pickets in some
cases occupied three hours, and it was necessary for every
party upon reaching a halting-place to protect itself by
erecting a breastwork of large stones and fragments of
rock, an art the enemy themselves taught us in their
sungas or stone breastworks, with which we first became
fatally familiar in the Affghan war.

On the 31st, Sir Neville Chamberlain wrote that there
was a general combination of almost all the tribes, from
the Indus to the boundary of Cabul, against us. Old
animosities were in abeyance, and, under the influence of
fanaticism, tribes usually hostile to each other were
hastening to join the standard of the Akhoond of Swat.
Meantime reinforcements were being pushed up, and by
the end of October the force had been increased by the
arrival of the 14th (Ferozepore) Native Infantry, the 4th
Goorkhas, and two field-guns of a native Punjab battery,
with additional supplies of food, ammunition, and medical
stores.

The Bonairs, or Bonairwal as they were called, are a fine
rac€ of men. Clad in loose flowing garments, and turbans
of blue, they are as formidable an enemy as one might
wish to encounter. To watch any single one among them
coming to the attack might remind the spectator of some
tragic character fretting on the stage, as, with a huge
shield on his left arm, and sword brandished in the air, he
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starts towards his antagonist, and inspirited by the shrill
music of the hill-pipe—which differs little from the Scot-
tish bagpipe—he shouts his war-cry. This is taken up by
a thousand of the wild band ; their drums beat and banners
are waved frantically, and one and all charge down upon
the breastworks.

With their swords and shields and matchlocks, and
carrying six days’ provisions on their backs, these hardy
mountaineers rallied to the call that was ringing from
every mountain crest and in every cavern over the northern
frontier. The Akhoond of Swat and another famous
leader, the Molvie Abdoolla, from their wild homes spread
the fire of fanaticism far and wide, till the half-savage
tribes assembled in thousands to fight for their fertile
valleys, their hearths and homes, and above all their
faith,

General Chamberlain, finding that his sojourn in the
Umbeyla pass was likely to be rather prolonged, moved
his position to the right, so as to occupy higher ground
than that he held before, overlooking the pass below.  But
another step was necessary to render his position sccure,
and that was to provide safer communication with his
supports than the roadway through the pass itsclf afforded,
which might at any time be closed by the encmy, who,
occupymg the heights on each side, could oppose very
setious obstacles in the way of an advancmg party, and cut
off supplies. With this object in view, a road was marked
out by the engincers from our right dcfence to the rear
over the slopes of the Mahabun, and at the same time
another rough roadway was sketched out to facilitate the
advance from the comparatively elevated position the
force now held, when the time should come to push on.
Working parties of the 71st and 101st had been employed
upon the road protected by covering parties, but their dc-
fence was difficult; for the spurs of the Mahabun mountain,
as before mentioned, projected into the valley in parallel
ridges, “part covered with firs, and encumbered with
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enormous rocks, and the intervening rocks are so preci-
pitous that, to protect the workmen on one ridge, it was
necessary to detach armed parties to the next. The result
of this was, that the covering parties, although their actual
distance from camp was not great, were very isolated, as
owing to the ravines it was impossible to communicate
with or reinforce them except by first ascending the moun-
tain and then passing down the particular ridge on which
they were posted.”?!

Friday, the sacred day among the Mahommedans, was
a day of prayer with the Bonairs; and it was also the day
for their most desperate and determined sallies. On the
6th November (Friday) our pioneers had nearly completed
their work, and felt secure under the protection of their
covering parties ; but as the enemy was observed collecting
in great force at the bottom of the pass, about the hour of
midday, it was deemed necessary to withdraw the unarmed
workmen, which was done in good time; but some mis-
conception of orders appears to have taken place regarding
the covering parties, the most advanced of which consisted
of fifty Europeans of H.M. 71st, under Ensign Murray of
that corps, and about the same number of natives of the
2oth Regiment, under Captain Rogers, who being senior
commanded this unlucky body of a hundred men, now
becoming gradually surrounded by the enemy. Behind
Captain Rogers’ party was a second under Major Harding,
to whom the previous day the general command of the
working and covering parties had been entrusted. About
eight hundred or a thousand yards still further to the rear
was a picket of the 1st Punjab Infantry and the 2oth Native
Infantry under Major Keyes. The ground was a mountain
crest and side, thickly covered with fir and jungle, so steep,
precipitous, and rugged, that of the three parties posted
there no one knew the exact position of the other, and all
were a mile distant from the support of Keyes' picket. The
enemy collecting in force, the working party, according

1 %The Sittana Campaign,” by Col. Adye, C.B., Royal Artillery; 1867.
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to instructions prevxously given, began to withdraw, and
Murray’s party, alsc’ being much pushed, retired towards
its support. On its way it fell in with the §th Goorkhas.
Captain Rogers’ party, a little further down the slope, was
actively engaged, and Murray and Oliphant, hearing the
sharp firing, joined him. By this time he was so encum-
bered with his wounded that he dared not attempt to
retire, fearing no less than the enemy the displcasure of the
general, without permission from whom no officer dared
relinquish a post to which he had been appointed. The
firing increased, and the difficulty of retrcat became mo-
mentarily greater, because of the increasing number of
casualties. The thrce detachments then took up a position
under cover of an elevated ridge of rock, which acted as a
breastwork, but served the double purpose, also, of a
screen under whosc shclter the determined Bonairs ad-
vanced, making excellent practicc with their matchlocks.
To raise the head above the ridge was certain death, and
a cap or a piece of cloth held up as a decoy was riddled
in a moment by thc enemy’s shot. Murray was the first
to fall, wounded in the neck whilst peering over the breast-
work to reconnoitre the enemy’s movements. He fell back
dead. Oliphant was also wounded in the shoulder. Major
Harding, perceiving the importance of extricating the
party from their perilous position, wrote urgently for
assistance, and the note was carricd by a galldnt little
Goorkha soldier, who ran thc gauntlct through a perfect
hailstorm of bullets. For a long time—for minutes in
such circumstances seem hours—no answer came, and
when it arrived it was in the shape of an order to
retire, but without reinforcements. The mountain train
guns, however, from Keyes' picket opened an effective
. fire, dropping shells in among the enemy’s position. After
trying several devices to deceive the enemy, sounding
bugle calls to induce them to suppose that reinforcements
were coming down the gorge, Harding ordered Oliphant
and all the wounded who.could walk to retire with Captain w
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Rogers and the detachment of the 2oth, while he remained
to hold the enemy at bay a little longer. The picket was
about a mile and a quarter distant, and to this spot the
party now under Captain Rogers made good their retreat.
Harding and his party, after holding the enemy at bay
a little while, followed as well as they could, but their
gallant commander fell with a bullet wound in the neck.
The Goorkhas tried to convey him away, but the enemy
rushed on, cutting and slashing at them, killing poor Major
Harding on the back of a gallant little Goorkha soldier,
who was trying to carry him off? One of the men of the
71st, who had been unable to keep up with his comrades,
remained all night concealed beneath a bush among the
dead and dying, watching the savage mountaineers strip-
ping and mutilating the dead, and killing the wounded
who were unable to escape.

This temporary success gave great encouragement to
the enemy, and during the next few days they received
reinforcements of 3,000 men from the distant territory of
Bajour.

The Craig picket on our right had been more than any
other point of our position the object of the enemy’s
attack. The movement of a portion of the force on to
the elevated ground on the right of the pass, which pre-
ceded the transfer of the whole camp to that spot, as well
as the construction of the road from the right rear towards
the plain, led the enemy to believe that some intention
of retreating from his position was in the mind of the
British general. Buoyed up with this hope, excited by
the repeated appeals to their patriotism and religious zeal,
and encouraged by the accession of large reinforcements,
they prepared for a combined and desperate attack on the
Craig picket, on the night of the 12th November. About
dusk the horde of men who had been seen collecting
during the day, advanced, yelling and screaming, beating
drums and blowing shrill pipes, towards the right of our

! Colonel Adye.
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position and the Craig picket, which was held by Lieut.
Davidson of the 1st Punjab Infantry, fifteen sharpshooters
of the 101st, and some sepoys of the 14th Native Infantry.
The nearer they came the more invisible they were; for
breaking up into single file they crept stealthily, like
beasts of prey, shielded by rocks and trees, while the
whole night they kept up an incessant and galling fire.
At dawn they made a rush upon the picket, and the
garrison, surrounded by hundreds of desperate combatants,
were forced to retire. But Davidson and a small band
of sepoys, who would not desert their commandant, as he
would not desert his post, were cut to pieces. The loss
of this outwork was a most serious disaster. It completely
overlooked the other defences, so much so that the ground
below was scarcely tenable while that was occupied by a
determined enemy ; and, to add to the gravity of the crisis,
many of the camp-followers, mule and camel drivers, be-
coming now fairly disheartened, began to fly. Sir Neville
Chamberlain, who was in the camp below when the picket
fell into the hands of the cnemy, had his attention drawn
to the noise and dust and confusion causcd by the rush
of the camp-followers and animals down the hill, and,
feeling certain some reverse must have happened, imme-
diately ordered forward the 101st under Coloncl Salusbury,
which gallant regiment was fortunatcly under arms at the
moment. The Craig picket must be recaptured, and at any
risk, and Colonel Salusbury was directed to do it. Imme-
diately the order was given six companics of the 101st,
like antelopes, sped up the gorge, then over the level
ground from which arose the ridge held by the cnemy,
and, with a cheer, the soldiers bounded over the breast-
work and drove the Bonairs helter-skelter down the hill
the other side. Colonel Salusbury and his gallant regi-
ment was well supported by Major Ross and part of the
Ferozepore Regiment, and an officer named Inglis, of the
14th Native Infantry, was one of the first who were inside
the sungd.
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For the next few days there was a lull, the enemy
making no fresh attack, and General Chamberlain took
advantage of it to complete the movement already de-
scribed, throwing back his left flank, and concentrating
his whole force upon the right. On the 19th, Major
James, the Commissioner of Peshawur, arrived in camp,
having just returned from England. This officer's pre-
sence was worth a division; he had been for years in
Civil employ upon this frontier, he knew more about the
country and the neighbouring tribes than any officer in
India, and had the most extraordinary influence among
them. His return from England had been anxiously ex-
pected ; but by the time he reached the camp matters had
progressed far beyond the point where the influence of a
diplomatic officer could be of much avail, except to keep
those who were wavering true to their allegiance to the
British Government.

No sooner had the new disposition of our camp been
completed, and the ground so long held on the left of the
gorge under the “ Eagle’s nest” deserted, than the enemy
made a demonstration in force, headed by a mounted chief.
Their advance was greeted by a fire from our artillery, and
the chieftain’s horse was seen to falter and fall ; the gallant
rider, however, undaunted, pursued his way on foot, and
directed the attack upon a picket held by Lieutenant
Mosely, who defended the post with a party of sepoys till
all the ammunition he had was exhausted, when, with his
men following him, he bravely leaped over the stone parapet,
and charged the enemy with the bayonet. He was over-
powered and cut to pieces with several of his detachment.
He had not fallen, however, without an attempt having
been made to render him assistance. Major Ross and
Lieutenant Inglis, supported by a company of the 7ist
Highlanders, under command of Captain Smith, advanced
to his support, but were driven back; Captain Smith and
another officer, Lieutenant Jones, being killed, Major Ross
slightly wounded, and Lieutenant Inglis dangerously so
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with a bayonet. Lieutenant Chapman attempted to
bring away Captain Smith’s body, but was shot in the
shoulder while raising it; he endeavoured to speak a few
words to Major Ross, but died erc he could articulate his
last wishes. None of our killed or wounded could be
brought away, neither on that day nor on the next, the
1gth, when a party went out for the purpose but returned
unsuccessful. The next day a chance shot killed Lieu-
tenant Aldridge of the 71st, and two men in the picket,
and wounded Lieutenant Stockley, of thc 101st, in both
arms.

On the 20th, which was Friday, another desperate attack
was made on the Craig picket, and was again successful.
It was held then by Major Delafossc, one of the few sur-
vivors of the horrors of Cawnpore, Captain Goad, Licutenant
Sanderson, and Dr. Pile, with two companies of the 101st.
The sudden assault of the encmy, accompanied with a
tremendous matchlock fire and the usual yelling and beat-
ing of drums, for a moment startled from his propricty onc
of the few officcers and a company of the 101st, but Dela-
fosse bravely held on with Sanderson and Dr. Pile and the
other company till further resistance was hopeless. Pile
and Sanderson lay dead, together with twenty-six out of a
company of fifty men.

Great was the rejoicing of thc enemy at thus wresting
for the third time this important post from the ‘hands of
British soldiers. But they were not allowed to retain it.
Then, as before, it must be retaken at any cost, and the 71st
Highlanders, under their gallant leader Colonel Hope, the
sth Goorkhas, and some of the §th Punjab Infantry under
Captain Beckett, with Sir Neville Chamberlain and his staff,
and Major Keyes and several other officcrs, advanced to the
assault. Under a perfect storm of matchlock balls and
showers of stones hurled from the summnit, Colonecl Hope
deliberately formed his men at the foot of the Craig, and
sending the Goorkhas to turn the enemy’s flank, he placed
himself at the head of his corps, and, with a cool determina-
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tion which excited the admiration not only of his own men
but of every soldier in the force, proceeded to scale the
height. Shot and shell were poured upon the brave
garrison of the picket by Major Salt’s battery, which
throughout the whole war did excellent service, and the
hearts of the Bonairs failed them as Colonel Hope and his
Highlanders mounted the crest of the hill, and they
evacuated the post ere the bayonets were upon them.
The picket was thus retaken for the third time and the last,
but at a great sacrifice. General Chamberlain was badly
wounded, Colonel Hope also ; Colonel Wylde and Colonel
Vaughan, Colonel Tyler and Majot Campbell slightly, and
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