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ADVERTISEMENT.

This rolume, whick is now presented to the Public,
terminates the Author’s labours on the subject
of India. Of the manner in which his task
has been evecuted, it is not his province to de-
‘ermine ; yet he may be allowed, perhaps, to
wggest, that the subjects treated of in this
last portion of the work, are still more useful
and interesting than those of the two preceding
volumes, which have shared so liberally of the
public favour : Should the young adventurer
to India honour it with a perusal, he may ven-
ture to assure him, that he will possess more
knowledge of the country and its inhabitants,
than the author himself could obtain when he
visited it, after much pains and exvtensive read-
ing. On the impartiality of this narrative,
the Reader, he trusts, may rely with confidence,
for it must soon become manifest, that the en-
comiums bestowed on the Marquis of IWelles-
ley’s administration are more justly to be ascri-
bed to the real merits of that mobleman, than

to any partiality or bias in the mind of the
writer,






INDIAN RECREATIONS.

SECT. L

OBSERVATIONS ON THE LATE CAMPAIGNS IN ASIA,
AND THE RAPID EXTENSION OF OUR INDIAN
EMPIRE.

THE views that were exhibited in a former part of
this work * of the domestic and rural economy of the
Mahomedans and Hindoos, had suggested, to a very
competent judge, that an inquiry into the effects of
the British government, on that celebrated portion of
i ~ subjects, might prove both interesting and useful.
TLis hint he communicated to the auther, and it
called forth the remarks contained in this tract: for
however doubtful it may be, whether the proper time

VOL. I1I, A
* The two first volumes of Indian Recreations, were com-

posed in that country, during the four concluding years of the
past century.
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has yet arrived for justly appreciating the merits of
our government in India, there can be no difference
of opinion regarding the general interest attached to
this subject.

Whether the comforts of so many millions of our
fellow creatures are to be injured or promoted by
the great increase of European influence in the East,
is a question which is becoming daily of more serious
import, in proportion to the extent of power and
territory acquired there by the different maritime
nations. Whether, in particular, the rapid extcnsion
of the British empire in Asia be destined to accele-
rate or retard the progrcss of the natives in know-
ledge, wealth, and happiness, is a question possess-
ing strong attractions to every contemplative being :
to the mind of a Briton it prescnts an interest pecu-
liarly powerful and commanding : since it cannot be
denied, that, from the extent of our possessions in
that quarter, the enquiry becomes intimately con-
nected with the destinies of his native country, and
the honour of its government.

Nor is this speculation destitute of practical usc.
A statement of the effects of European rule on the
condition of the Asiatics, if drawn up with tolerable
accuracy, could not possibly fail to suggest several
means of lessening the evils attending distant con-
quest, and of increasing its beneficial influence in all
cases where 1ts effects had been found salutary.
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‘With regard, however, to the British power in In-
dia, the period of fairly ascertaining the nature of its
influence on the natives, is (according to the opinion
of some) hardly yet arrived. Forty years have scarcc-
ly elapsed, since we first enjoyed the quiet possession
of almost any portion of our Indian territory; a pe-
riod, perhaps, too short fairly to judge of the nature
and effects of any government on the comfort and
improvement of its subjects.

That ra when it arrived at full matwity and vi-
gour, and when it consequently possessed a complete
ascendancy and controul over the politics of India,
could alone display its genuinc effects, and deter-
mine the true nature of its influence. Previous to
this period, it had to contend for its defence and self-
preservation amidst the surrounding hostility of sc-
mibarbarous states; it was then also cramped and
fettered in forming its internal arrangements for the
peace and security of its own subjects; it was often
interrupted and disturbed in its plans by contiguous
anarchy, constantly perpetuated by the ferocious tur-
bulence of neighbouring chiefs. In estimating, there-
fore, the improvements that have been made by the
British government on the condition of India, we
must state in the account, the feebleness of its power
after its first establishment, and the recent nature of
many of its provisions, which will often justly explain
the small progress that sometimes appears to have
been made in accomplishing its ends.

A9
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, The time, however, was destined soon to arrive,
when the British government in the East was to oc-
cupy a rank and station enabling it to surinount those
multiplied difficulties. The shock of the French re-
volution, which in Europe overturned the balance of
power, and destroyed the existing relations between
its different states, was felt at the same time in Asia,
where its effects, 1t would seem, had a far more sud-
den and decisive operation. It appeared almost in-
stantaneously either to check or annihilate the French
influence throughout the whole of Hindostan, and in
its room to establish, or consolidate, the British
power. ‘

Prior to the year 1799 ¥, more than two thirds of
the antient territory of the Mogul empire still re-
mained in the hands of populous and independent
states, professing either the Hindoo or Mahomedan
faith; among the latter, the Nizam and the King of
Mysore held the chief rank; while five powerful
Mabhratta chiefs, the adherents of Brahminism, oc-
cupied the first station in the former class.

Some of these princes individually had, in former
times, arranged themselves, during the wars of Ilin-
dostan, on the side of the antient monarchy of France ;
but the republican councils, by which that monarchy
was subverted, embraced a much wider range in their
foreign policy. They attempted to form, at once,
all those different chiefs, collectively, into a combi-

# ‘The period of the conquest of Seringapatam and the Mysore,
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nation, which was intended to be made the powerful
instrument of their own ambition. The same impe-
rishable thirst after external conquests, and universal
dominion, which instigated that nation to attempt
those momentuous changes which we have so lately
beheld in Europe, seems to have become more vio-
lent in the East, and to have characterised the whole
of its policy in India.

Confidential agents had already been dispersed
over the territories of the greater number of the inde-
pendent princes ; officers from France had been ap-
pointed in their armies; and had for several years
been busily employed in disciplining their troops, and
in forming among the native chiefs a combination,
for the purpose of not only subverting the British
government, but of annihilating, throughout the Pe-
ninsula, every power that seemed hostile to their
own,

It must be confessed, that the power of this mighty
confederacy, had it been possible to effect a co-ope-
ration of its nembers, in any common system of po-
licy, was much more than sufficient to subjugate the
whole of India, and to execute, perhaps, the most
extensivé schcmes even of French ambition.  The
Mabhratta empire, if properly consolidated, must of
itself command an immense force.  Stretching
throughout the whole length of the peninsula, from
the Bay of Bengal to the banks of the Indus, its
populanon has been estimated at no less than forty
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millions of souls ; while its known revenue has been
found to amount to upwards of seventeen millions
sterling.  These resources, however ample, are in
India fat more efficient than in Europe, for they
have been, on experiment, found adequate to the
establishment, and constant suppart of an army of
upwards of 300,000 men.

Nor has the progress of the French, in communi-
cating European tactics to this immense force, been
at all disproportioned to their schemes of policy, and
the magnitude of their views. Many battalions, in
the service of the Peshwah, and of Holkar, but espe-
cially in the establishment of Scindiah, have been
found in a state of discipline that would have been
decmed creditable in many European armies. Among
the troops of this latter prince, the brigade of General
Perron has long been distinguished, by a system of
tactics hardly inferior to that of the British army ; it
consists of about 40,000 men, regularly brigaded
and regimented, and as completely armed and cloth-
ed as our seapoy corps, while its pay is regularly ad-
vanced, and in the field all its operations are sustain-
ed by a well-appointed artillery, consisting of up-
wards of 400 pieces of ordnance.

To the charge of this favourite portion of his army
Scindiah had committed the capital of the empire,
and the custody of the venerable, but unfortunate,
Shah Allum, a monarch who,.it is said, has reached
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the uncommon period of 90 years®; and who, it
would seem, is more wasted and broken down by an
unexampled load of calamity, than by either the
weight or feebleness of his singular age. The
forcible restraints to which this unhappy prince was
subjected, easily enabled the Freach party among
Scindiah’s troops to wrest from him the sanction of
the imperial name, and the semblance, at least, of le-
gitimate authority. It was accordingly in the vicinity
of the capital, and almost in the presence of the em-
peror, that their projects seemed to tend to maturity,
with the most stcady and rapid progress. Consi-
derable advances had already been made towards the
formal cession of the important provinces of Agra
and Delhi to the French government, and towards
their final union with that distant kingdom.

Fortunately for the independence of the neighbour-
ing states, and the safety of the Dritish empire, the
nobleman who had been appointed to the govern-
ment of India at this critical period, possessed a
complete comprehension of the character and views
of the French nation : soon after his arrival, his in-
nate sagacity and perseverance enabled him to penc-
trate into the whole range and extent of the vast
plans of hostility which they had meditated ; he was
fully aware of the critical situation of the British em-
pire in India, and with equal promptitude and energy

A4

* Ho lately died, but not till he had been liberated by the
British army, and restored to a state of comfort and opulence.
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he empldyed the whole resources of its power to
avert and repel the danger.

It was, however, at Hyderabad, in the Decan,
that the impatience and activity of French intrigue
first compelled him to meet actual hostility in the
field: an insurrection of the French officers there, had
wrested from the Nizam the whole authority over his
army; and, in fact, had already converted that fgith-
ful and peaceable ally of the British, into an open
enemy. By a sudden and unexpected movement of
a small part of our army, that had been prepared for
this purpose, thosc officers werce all suddenly appre-
hended, and the allegiance of the Nizam, and the
subordination of his army, were almost instantane-
ously restored. This first act of the Marquis Wel-
lesly, though scarcely heard of in Europe, certamly
argued favourably of his government, tor it not only
paved the way to his subscquent success against the
Mysore, but trom its promptitude and decision it de-
served to be ranked among the most meritorious
measures of his whole administration.

The vengeance of the king of Mysore, for his
former losses and defeats, had not suftered him to
enjoy a moment of tranquility after the late pacifi-
cation*. He had, in fact, been raising up a Maho-
medan confederacy, which was to consist of the-
Grand Seignior, the Persian Chiefs, the Nabob of

* Effected by Marquis Cornwallis. .
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Oude, and the Nizam, and was intended for a pur;
pose no less splendid in the eyes of the faithful, than
the extirpation, not only of the British, but of all the
enemies of Islamism throughout Hindostan. The
army of this prince was fully prepared to take the
field, but the fortunate event that has just been re-
lated, had deprived him of the co-operation of the

Nizam, his nearest, and thereforc his most efficient
ally.

The native princes of India are, in gencral, far
more prompt in imbibing resentmment, and in learning
maxims of hostility against their neighbours, than
cautious or prudent in their application. Their
French instructors were also, at this period, so much
intoxicated with the new form which their own go-
vernment in Europe had assumed, that they had in-
stituted a society, in the capital of Mysore, for the
romantic purpose of spreading the doctrine of liberty
and equahty among the despots and slaves of A«n
The sovereign of \lysone himself was easily per suad-
ed to become an honorary member of this institu-
tion, where he appeared among its associates under the
name of Citizen Tippoo, an appellation, perhaps, the'
most aukward and incongruous that had ever been
assumed by an Eastern Despot. The wild and fran-
tic orisons that were daily poured forth in this club,
in favour of an imaginary liberty, were constantly
accompanied with sentiments of detestation, and vows
of eternal hostility against the British government;
its forces werc thercfore instantly prepared and
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marched into the field to meet an aggression, which
there had been so little eare taken to conceal. Past
experience had taught the British officers to avoid the
pursuit of a native army in its rapid and discursive
evolutions in the field; the British, therefore, mareh-
ed directly towards the capital of the enemy, which
fell, but not till two decided victories had been ob-
tained without its walls, and also an obstinate defence
bad been made in the interior of the city. In this
last conflict*, which was maintained by both the as-
sailants and the natives with equal velour and ob-
stinacy, much blood was spilt, and the lives of many
brave men were lost, among the rest that of Tippoo
Sultaun, whose body was found, after long search,
among heaps of the slain, where he had fallen nobly
defending the last bulwark of his kingdom, and
where, hawever unfortunate he may be deemed in
other respects, he at last met with a fate not unwor-
thy of his bravery.

By the pacification at Hyderabad, the fall of Se-
ringapatam, and the death of Tippoo Sultaun, the
Mahomedan branch of the grand .confederacy, which
the French had raised against the British power in
India, was completely broken and finally destroyed.
For although the few remaining adherents of the de-
ceased monarch made some desperate efforts for the
restoration of his family, these were yendered abor-

* This memorable attack was led by General Baird, who
had been for three years confined in a dungeon by the tyrant.

4
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tive by the activity and vigilance of those British pfi-
eers who had been'left in charge of the conquered
country*. The campaign against the Mysore waus,
therefore, compleated by a signal act of justice, as
creditable to the government of India, as the late
brilliant successes had been honourable to the British
arms. The greater part of the vanquished territory
was restored to the Rajah of Mysore, and his ancient
family again mounted that throne, from which they
had been driven by the treachery and usurpation of
Tippoo and his father : nor did the vengeaunce of the
British, though hurled with such destructive rapidity
against the most formidable and inveterate of all their
enemies, prevent them from affording sympathy and
relief to the surviving family of the Mysorean kings ;
ample endowments were set apart for their support,
which still they continue to enjoy, with perhaps equal
comfort, and certainly with greater security, than in
the most prosperous days of the fortunes of their
house.

This train of important and successful events took
place during the short space of only a few manths
after the arrival of the Marquis of Wellesley, and they
certainly entitled us administration to rank with the
most active and brilliant that had ever been display-
ed by any governor of India : according, however, to

# Particularly by Sir Arthur Wellcesley, who signalised him-
sclf by the defeat of Doondeca Waugh, the most steady adhe-
rent of Tippoo.
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his views of the state of that country, he must have
regarded his labours as scarcely half finished. He
saw the immense power of the Mahratta empire still
remaining not only unbroken, but daily encreasing
and consolidating under the active and unceasing
operation of French influence. A French state, as
ajready noticed, of large extent and formidable power,
had been framed, by the successive labours of Gene-
ralsDe Boyne and Perron, around the capital of India.
This nascent power, the all-devouring ambition of
the new emperor had already grasped as a rich prize,
and its destruction became therefore absolutely ne-
cessary to the safety of our empire in India ; since,
amidst all the multiplied aggressions of his neigh-
bours, the usurper had uniformly distinguished the
British nation as the marked, though not perhaps the
ultimate object of his hostility.

The reduction of a hostile power so immediately
in the vicinity of our possessions, might certainly
have justified a war; but as no actual aggression had
yet been committed in that quarter, it was on the
other side of the peninsula that the Marquis of Wel-
lesley was again first called upon for the active sup-
port of the interests of his government ; the danger
became at once pressing and immediate, by the usur-
pation of the whole Mahratta power by a single ehief,
and by the expulsion of the Peshwa, the representa-
tive of that govcernment.
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The politics of India were never so refined, or
,considerate, as to admit of a balancing system, by
{ which the overgrown power of any individual state
' might be prevented from endangering the indepen-
"dence of the rest. Hardly any- circumstance of
common danger has ever been deemed sufficiently
urgent to unite the native princes in the defence of
the country, even against foreign invasion. During
the contest between the British and the king of My—
sore, the Mahrattas observed a suspicious neutrality :
They gazed on the combatants with an indifterence
that bordered on fatuity ; and which strongly forbodcd
the dissolution of their state. After the fall of that
kingdom, their empire actually displayed a state of
anarchy that demanded the most prompt measures
of precaution for the safety of the British territories
and those of its allies, which lay around its frontier.
The constitution of their empire, originally ill con-
structed and undefined, had lately been radically
changed. The ancicnt Rajahs of Satarah, who had
originally laid the foundation of its power, and ex-
tended its influence over the peninsula with such
unexampled rapidity, had gradually sunk from the
rank of Sovereigns to imbecility; and, owing to the
personal ambition of their servants, fell into a sta-
tion, if not of absolute privacy, at least of compleat
insignificance.

Their ministers, already become hereditary in their
offices, and too powerful for controul, had suffi-
cient influence to remove the seat of Government
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from Sattarah, and to constitute the town of Poonak
the capital of the Empire. There, removed from
the eyes of the Princes, they no longer deigned to
preserve further allegiance, than the semblance of
delcgated power. They accordingly retained the
appellation of Peshwa, but compelled the subor-
dinate members of the confederacy to acknowledge
them as the legitimate organ of the whole exe-
cutive power of the state, whether civil or military:
1t is, however, scarcely possible, aceurately to define
either the rights, or the power attached to the Pesh-
wa, after his being acknowledged representative of
the supreme head of the Empire. The extent of
his prerogatives seems to have varied, at different
times, according to the personal talents and ambition
of each incumbent in the exercise of this recent
power.

Bajee Rao, the present Peshwa, from that imbecil-
lity and indolence, which in Asia is so often attached
to high station, had devolved upon inferior agents
almost the whole of the active dutics of his office.
His power had frequently been disputed or con-
trolled; he had at different times nearly become a
prey to the ambition of the subordinate chiefs ; and,
at the period now under review, though defended by
Scindiah, he had been compleatly defeated by Hol-
kar’s troops, and obliged to flee for security beyond
the limits of his own dominions. )
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The danger to the British possessions, and those
of their allies, became pressing and immediate from
this usurpation of almost the whole Mahratta power
by the hands of a single chieftian; and the cause
of the Peshwa thus became identified with that of
our India Government.-

A treaty of defensive alliance between the India
Company and the Peshwa was therefore drawn up,
at least by the consent, if not by the solicitation of
that Prince ; and was finally ratified at Bassein, where
he had fled from the aggressions of Holkar for pro-
tection. By this instrument it was stipulated, that he
should be restored to his dominions, and to the exer-
cise of his legitimate authority, on condition of his
maintaining, for the defence of his territories, and
at his own expence, a brigade of British troops;
which, it was at first agreed, should consist of six
thousand ; but afterwards thc number was increased
to ten thousand men.

The terms of this convention were no sooner ar-
ranged, than the British army, under Sir Arthur
Wellesly, marched towards Poonah, with that
promptitude and decision which have always distin-
guished the services of this valuable officer. The
rapidity of his movements, and his unexpected ad-
vance, saved the capital from destruction : for the
troops of Holkar, who had continued to pillage the
city since it fell into their possession, had at last re-
solved to finish the catastrophe by setting it on fire.



16 INDIAN RECREATIONS.

Alarmed, however, by the sudden approach of the
British army, they fled from the place with the ut-
most precipitation, and soon after abandoned the
territory of Poonal. Room was thus made for the
peaceable restoration of the deposed sovereign; and
the Peshwa, when he afterwards arrived, was recei-
ved by his subjects, not merely with submission and
quietness, but with every mark of the sincerest joy
and satisfuction. During his abscnce, the inhabi-
tants had becn subjected to the severest forms of mi-
litary execution; and forced to submit to the various
exactions of a chief, the most needy, desperate and
rapacious of all the leaders of the predatory bands
of his countrymen. When, therefore, they again be-
held their lawful Sovereign, they greeted his return
by salutes from all the forts in his kingdom, and tes-
tified their joy by illuminations on the tops and ac-
clivities of the hills tlnoughout the whole vicinity of
Poonah.

Thus far the measures of the Governor of India
wore an aspect of consistency and vigour, which au-
gured well in favour of their ultimate success. The
justice of his interference at this time, to check the
overgrown power of an aspiring adversary, and to
succour the distress of a fallen prince, will hardly be
questioned by such as are versant in the politics of
India: Nor will it be denied, since all the Mahratta
princes exercised the right of making treaties them-
selves, that the same privilege belonged to the head
of the Empire. .
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According to these views, the defensive treaty of
Bassein was not only avowed by the parties, but
freely communicated to the rest of the chiefs, who
explicitly acknowledged that it contained no stipula-
tions injurious, either to the principles of their com
stitution, or to the just rights of any member of the
Mabhratta confederacy. On the other hand, its ad-
vantages were sufticiently obvious : It had the imme-
diate effect of quietly restoring a deposed Prince to
his throne, and to the exercise of his acknowledged
rights ; and of checking a dangerous usurpation : It
detached, from the influenee of I'rench councils, a
very important branch of the Mahratta confederacy ;
and therefore coincided with the general tenor and
spirit of British policy in India.

But the power of the Peshwa, and the predomi-
nant rights, which by the constitution of the Empire
were attached to his office, had, as was already no-
ticed, become a grand object of ambition among the
more considerable chiefs. Scindiah had for many
years struggled for the ascendancy at the Court of
Poonah; and, on some occasions, actually attained a
powerful interest in its councils. Ragojee Boonsla
had, from family connections, son.c grounds for the
advancement of his own claims to this office ; while
Holkar had lately, by the fortune of war, the whole
authority within his grasp, and in the name of Amn-
rut Rao, brother to the Peshwa, had actually begun
to exercise the whole of its functions.

- Vor. 111, B
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The final deprivation of these chiefs of so fair aw
object of aggrandizement as the general eontroul of
the whole Mahratta Empire, seemed to reproach their
indolence and want of ambition; and the nearer they
considered its attainment, the stronger was the disap-
pointment and jealousy which its loss occasioned.
The deep resentment thus excited among these chiefs.
though unacknowledged by themselves, was the true
cause of that open hostility which they were now a-
bout to comnence against the British power.

Thus impelled by the strong emotions of disap-
pointzd ambitiop, Scindiah, and the Raja of Nag-
pore, entered into an engagement, in order to frustrate
the arrangements so lately stipulated by the trca-
ty of Bassein. With this view, each set on foot a
large army, whieh was marched from different quar-
ters to a point of union, bordering on the territories
of the Nizam, an ally of the British. This menacing
position they maintained for a considerable time, in
order to compleat their own preparations, and te
urge Holkar to join their confederacy; nor could
they be persuaded to abandon it by the strong re-
monstrances of our Government against military pre-
parations, at a period so unnecessary for their own
defence, and in a situation so incompatible with the
peace and safety of the DBritish allics.

The Marquis of Wellesley, however unwilling he
might be to hazard the tranquillity and.safety of the
British Empire in the East, by entering into a con-
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test with these two powerful chiefs, whose territories
actually stretched over more than half of the penin-
sula of India, had, however, no alternative left him.
The full and positive information which from various
sources he had obtained, of the nature and extent of
those schemes of hostility, which had for some time
been meditated, was now confirmed by the actual
preparations that had been made for carrying them
into execution.  Ie foresaw the dangerous crisis
hefore its approach, and the hollow professions of
friendship that were constantly sent in answer to his
remonstrances, did not, for a moment, prevent him
from bringing forward the whole resources of his go-
vernment to defcat their enterprises.

A combination of the Mahratta empire, so cxten-
sive and powerful as that now raised by the confe-
derates, had never hitheito been brought into action
against the British power: and, it must be acknow-
ledged also, that a systemn of detence, equally prompt,
vigorous, and extensive, was never planned by any
former Governor of India. Iive different armies,
cach of considerable force, were speedily prepared to
invade the temitory of the enemy, nearly at the same
period of time *. The value of the previous arrange-
ments that had been formed with the Nizamn and the
Peshwa, particularly the subsidiary treaties, was now

B2

* The army brought into the ficld, amounted to 554000,
fter providing for the defence of the interior.
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distinetly felt. By them, the British army was enabled
to proceed through the friendly territories of allied
chiefs, to the very boundary of the Mahratta domi-
nions ; where it was joined by a large subsidiary force
both from Hyderabad and Poonah, which materially
promoted the success of the campaign. The Marquis
thus was enabled to attack the extensive dominions
of the enemy, from almost every assailable point.

On the south, they were invaded by a powerful
division of the Madrass army under Sir Arthur Wel-
lesley ;" in Guzerat, on the west, by Colonel Murray,
and a strong detachment of the Bombay troops: &
simultaneous effort was also made by General Lake,
in the northern extremity of Scindiah’s dominions,
where the main strength of his army was stationed,
in conjunction with the celebrated brigade of Gene-
ral Perron: on the east, in Bundelcund, thc same
system of attack was pursued, where the adherents
of the confederacy, Ali Mahomed, and Himmut Ba-
haudur, were overpowered and dispersed: during the
cxecution of these operations, the provinces of Da-
lasore and Cuttack were wrested from the Rajah of
Nagpore, by the immediate direction, and under
the auspices of the Governor-General himselt, who
had planned and combined all these assaults, with a
degree of judgement and accuracy which secured their
uniform success; and which has proved as creditable
to his own talents, as the prompt execution of his
plans has been honourable to our Indian armies.
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But the circumstance which appears most signally
to have promoted the success of this eventful cam-
paign, was the ample and unrestricted authority
which was conferred on the different commanders
carrying on their operations 8o far removed from the
seat of Government : It was thus those officers were
enabled to meet every new exigency, by the unre-
strained application of all their resources; and to sur-
mount or evade unforeseen difficulties as they hap-
pened to occur, by the immediate exercise of discre-
tiopary power. The unexampled rapidity of our
victories, and vast extent of the conquests that were
madec in the short space of a few months, must be
in somc measure also ascribed to that just tribute of
commendation which was so impartially and iberally
bestowed on the officers and troops, after their hard
fought battles. This approbatian, equally merited and
useful, inspired the army with a just confidence in its
own strength, and preserved among the troops un-
common alacrity amidst their fatigues and dangers.

The strong partiality which the Marquis of Wel-
lesley must have naturally felt for the brilliant ser-
vices of his brother, on no occasion prevepted him
from discerning the merits of other officers, and from
conferring on them their just share of applause. Ime
mediately after the battle of Delhi, he expresses his
sense of the services of General Lake and his army,
in the following spirited and patriotic terms. In hie
general orders to the troops, he observes, ““that on re-
viewing the rapid successes obtained by our arms,

B3
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within the short space of a few months, every loyal
subject of the British empire must be animated with
the most zealous emotions of just pride and national
triumph. 1 have alre.dy expressed the sentiments
of gratitude and admiration with which I contem-
plated the conduct or his excellency the commander
in chief and his army, in the action of the 29th of
August, and in the gallant assault of the fortress of
Allyghur, on the 4th of September. The decisive
victory gained on the 11th, in the battle of Delhi,
justifies the firm confidence I reposed in the bravery,
perseverance, and discipline of the arnry; and in the
skill, judgment, and intrepidity of their illustrious
commander. The glory of that day is not surpassed
by any recorded triumph of the British arms in India,
and is attended by every circumstance calculated to
elevate the fame of British valour, to illustrate the
character of British humanity, and to secure the sta-
bility of the British empire in the East.”

The bravery of Sir A. Wecllesly and his army,
their atchievements in the memorable battles of
Assye and Argaum, in the Deccan, were vot less
conspicuous; nor were the gencral merits of this ot-
ficer less worthy of those liberal and manly enco-
miums which he received from the Marquis. Both
commanders enjoyed the approbation of their sove-
reign, and received from him those honours which
are the reward of valour. Fortunatcly too, for the
intrests of the British empire, assailed at this period
by the most inveterate of all its enemies, the solid
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advantages'resulting from those well-contested Lattles,
were not inferior to the splendour of their atchicve-
ments.

Their immediate consequences were, the defeat of
the combined armies of the confederate chiefs ; and,
from the loss of their artillery, an irreparable blow
to their strength and resources, throughout the whole
of the Deccan. These prosperous results were, 10
doubt, aided and accelerated by the auspicious pro-
gress of the army, at all the different points from
which it invaded the Mahratta empire. Soon after
these successes, the French officers attached to Scin-
dia’s army, having quarrelled with the native sirdars
and with each other, abandoned the service of that
chief ; after the example of Perron, their principal
partizan, they submitted to the protection of the Bri-
tish commander, who suffered them to retire with
whatever property they had acquired, and had been
able to bring with thein.

Thus the grand fabric of Irench poweg, which that
nation had been anxiously raising up, with the assuni-
ed sanction of the imperial authority, and the more
efficient support of the Mahratta power, was at last
broken down, and utterly destroyed throughout the
whole of India. The conquest of Balasore and Cut-
tack, by Colonel Harcourt, seemed well calculated to
prevent its future renovation, for it connected the
two presidencies of Bengal and Madras, and united
the British territories along the Coromandel coast.

B 4
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where they now present a hostile and unimterrupted
frontier against every inroad from the shore, and form
a barrier against the introduction of French officers,
to discipling the native armics of any inimical power.

The strong detachment of the Bombay army un-
der Colonel Murray, though engaged in enterprises
apparently less splendid, was cqually serviceable in
promoting the fortunate result of the campaign. This
officer not only defended the British coast and terri~
tory in that quarter, and those of the Guickar Ra~
jah, our ally, but reduced the fortress of Broach,
Pouanghur, and other posts of importance. Thus
in every quarter of this extended warfare was the
British nation triumphant. On the shores of Guzurat
and Balasore, on the mountains of the Deccan, and
in the plains of Delhi, her banners were supported
with equal energy and spirit, and victory every where
continued steadily to follow them.

In the short space of three months, a succession
of events hed taken place, of such importance, as
completely to change the relative condition of the
British empire, and the different states of India. Seven
hundred pieces of cannon were taken from the enemy,
eight fortresses subdued, either by siege or escalade,
their immense armies routed and dispersed, and tife
force of the French and Mahratta confederacy crush-
ed, throughout a territory which extends a thousand
miles square, What seemed of greatest importance,
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in these warlike times, and in the critical situation
of the British empire, then attacked and threatened
with invasion, by a most inveterate and powerful
enemy in Europe; her military reputation was height-
ened, the laurels she had lately gathered in Syria
and Egypt were refreshed, and she enjoyed a satis-
factory proof, that amidst encreasing luxury, and im-
minent danger, no portion of the enterprise and valour
of her armies had been lost; for all her late victories
in the East had been obtained over troops not in the
ordinery circumstances of Indian armies. They were
disciplined by European officers, and commanded
with bravery and skill : the proficiency they had gain-
ed in European tactics was so great, that during the
action of Assye, the Mahrattas made five different
changes of position, and sustained on the same day
an equal number of assaults before they yielded the
combat : it was by the point of the bayonet alone
that they were, on that occasion, compelled to relin-
quish their guns, an hundred of which were taken
on the field, by an army scarcely amounting to a
tenth part of that which had, with so much difficulty,
been routed.

The Mabhratta confederacy being finally subdued,
& peace was concluded between the India Company,
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Berar Rajah, in Ja-
puary 1804. The short period of tranquillity that
succeeded this event was speedily interrupted by
Holkar, apother powerful chief, whose expulsion of
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the Peshwa had originally occasioned the war. This
prince, though he kept aloof from the confederacy of
his countrymen, with an indifference which seemed
to argue at once a deficiency of patriotism and a
want of sound policy, was nevertheless found to
maintain the contest for his independence, with far
greater skill and bravery, than any prince whom the
British arms had opposed in India,

The power and resources of Holkar had gradually
been encreased, like that of the other chiefs, by the
introduction of European officers into his army, and
by an improved system of discipline, which was thus
established. Thus forinidable in itself, his power was
rendered almost unassailable from the nature of his
country, which is uncommonly mountainous, and,
during the rains, impassable, from jungles and mo-
rasses. lHis skill in maintaining the predatory war-
fare, so congenial to a Mahratta army, was far su-
perior to that of the other chiefs, whose experience
had so fully taught him the danger of risking any re-
gular engagement with European troops. Thus, al-
though his territories were invaded on all sides by
detachments of the Company’s forces, he constantly
cluded their attacks, and, by the singular rapidity of
his movements, he was enabled suddenly to assemblg
almost his whole force, and overpower whatever
weaker detachments he might find at a distance from
support. In this situation the traops under Colonel
Monson were surprised : this officer had marched
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against Indoor the capital, in concert with Colonel
Murray, who had reached that place from Bombay,
and captured it without much opposition : his less
fortunate coadjutor, however, after being betrayed
by his guides, and deserted by a part of his troops,
was attacked by a superior force, under Holkar him-
self, before which he was forced to retreat towards
Agra, through a country impassable from the rains,
and destitute of provisions. After several disastrous
conflicts, during a retreat of seven weeks, which de-
generated into a flight, the greater part of his guns,
the whole of the baggage and military stores, were
lost : a few only of the troops reached Agra at mid-
night, in a state of extreme distress ; the greater part
were overtaken in their flight, and cither massacred
or cruelly mutilated, by their ferocious pursuers.

Colonel Willot, of the Bengal artillery, was almost
equally unsuccessful in an attack which he had plan-
ned against a strong post in the interior ; he failed in
the attempt, and soon after died of the wounds he
had received. It was in Bundelcund, and the coun-
try of the Rohillas, that Iolkar received the most
considerable checks. From both those territories he
was completely driven by Licutenant-Colonel Fawu cit
and General Smith.

Parties of his cavalry had been repeatedly defeated
by Lord Lake ; but the rapidity of their mnovements
as often saved them from destruction ; and it was not
till the decisive battle of Deeg, on the 13th of No-
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vember, thet the main strength of this enterprising’
chief was completely broken. At this place his army,
trusting to the great strength of its position, behind
successive ranges of batteries, was induced to hazard
a general action. From these batteries, which ex-
tended to the depth of two miles, they were succes-
sively driven by the gallant General Frazer, who had
the credit ot forcing a post which had been deemed
impregnable, and which was at this period defended
by 24 battalions of infantry, and 150 pieces of can-
non.

In this brilliant atchievement, the General was
wounded in the leg, and soon after was obliged to be
carried off the field: the completion of the victory
thus fell to Colonel Mongon, who now saw compleat
vengeance inflicted for his past disasters, and for the
unexampled cruelty of his enemy, 2000 of whom
were killed, either in the battle or during the retreat;
an immense number was wounded, and amongst these
many considerable chiefs, while 87 pieces of cannon
fell into his hands, which partly consisted of the same
guns which he had himself lost during his disastrous
retreat to Agra.

Had Holkar confided merely to his effective foree
in the field, his cause might have now been regarded
as desperate.  His boldness, however, and his un-
exumpled success, had gained him the support of
several of the native princes: among these he had
seduced the Rajah of Bhurtpore, an ally of the Bri-
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tish, and the chief of the celebrated cast of the Jauts,
the most warlike tribe in upper India. General
Lake was therefore obliged to concentrate his army,
and to employ it in the reduction of Bhurtpore, a
fortress which experience has proved to have been
the strongest and most impregnable in the whole pe-
ninsula. While thus employed, the dispersed troops
of Holkar had time to rendezvous in distant quarters,
and were successful in cutting oft his supplies of pro-
visions, and in plundering the surrounding districts,
by that predatory mode of warfare for which the
Mabhrattas have been celebrated.

The reduction of Bhurtpore, thus defended by the
indefatigable efforts of Ilolkar, by its intrepid gar-
rison, and its own natural strength, proved the most
arduous enterprise which the Dritish troops had ever
undertaken m Asia. The success of the besieged,
in repelling four ditlerent assaults, animatcd thew
with fresh courage and intrepidity.  The Rajah and
his whole tribc were united by the ties of blood as
well as of civil authority: they had claim to a high
cast among the natives, which they knew must be
forfeited for ever by unconditional submission: un
fortunately these were the only terins which General
Lake was permitted toaccept. The Rajah, theretore,
having collected in the fort, his women, his chiddren,
and his treasures, rcsolved to bury them all, and him-
sclf, under its ruins, rather than submit to terms
which were deemed cqually disgraceful to his veligion
and his rank.
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Impelled by the orders of his superior, and ufi:
daunted by all the past disasters which the troops had
already suffered, General Lake resolved to hazard
another attempt. In the account given of it in his
dispatch to the Governor-General, dated 22d Fe-
bruary, he observes,  that it appeared our failure
on the 20th was to be accounted for, in a grsat mea-
sure, by the occurrence of unexpected accidents and
delays, as part of the corps who formed the storming
party had surmounted the principal difficulty, and
had nearly gained the summit of the bastion, where,
I was informed, a few hours more battering would
make the ascent perfectly easy, I determined to make
another attempt yesterday.

‘ The party for this service consisted of the whole
European force, and the two battalions of the native
infantry of the Bengal army, and the greater part of
his Majesty's 55th and 86th regiments, and the gre
nadier battalion and flank companies of the 1st bat-
talion of the 3d regiment, from the Bombay division.
The whole moved on to the attack about three o’clock
in the afternoon, under the command of the Hon.
Brigadicr Monson. ‘The troops, most confident of
success, commenced the attack, and persevered in it
for a considerable time, with the most determined
bravery; but their utmost exertions were not sufti-
cient to enable them to gain the top of the breach.
The bastion, which was the point of attack, was ex-
tremely steep; the resistance opposed to them was
vigorous, and our men could only mount by smalk
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parties at a time; the advantages were very great on
the side of the enemy-—discharges of grape, logs of
wood, and pots filled with combustible materials, im-
mediately knocked down those who were ascending ;
and the whole party, after having been engaged in
an obstinate contest for two hours, and suffering very
severe loss, was obliged to relinquish the attempt,
and to retire to our trenches.” The loss of the Bri-
tish army in this last assault, and that of thc 20th,
amounted to 300 killed, and 1564 wounded : its
whole loss, during the different attacks, amounted to
upwards of three thousand of the bravest of our
troops; while the unconditional surrcnder of the
place was never attained.

The Rajah, however, again proposed the terms
he had formerly offered, and consented to pay threc
lacks of rupees to the army, and the expences of the
war. Hostages were given for the regular discharge
of these sums, at different instalinents. Thus the
last prince in India, who rcsisted the Dritish arms,
was found to have made the most glorious defence
of his independence, and to have secured for himself
the most honourable terms.  IHolkar, himself, after
having been often beaten, was at last deserted by
almost the whole of his troops, and was obliged to
escape to the mountains, with a retinue so scanty, as
was hardly sufficient for the protection of his person.
In this manner, an arduous campaign of eleven
months was completed, after occasioning a greater
loss of blood and trca~ure than had, perhaps, ever
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been incurred by the subjugation of any single chief.
Nor did this daring end magnanimous Prince con-
sent to sue for peace till the Marquis had returned
to Europe, and till he had witnessed the downfal of
all the great chiefs of his nation; and, like another
Galgacus, had the honour of being the last man who
dared to uphold the standard of independence in his
native country.

To enumerste the victories obtained by our arms
in India, and to describe the advantages resulting
from them, will hereafter form the most pleasing part
of the British historian’s duty : but to render his nar-
rative useful, he will have another task to perform no
less necessary : It will be his province to record the
errors that may have been committed, and the dis-
asters that have followed them: Where this is ne-
glected, history ceases to be instructive, and posterity
to improve. On this principle the future narrators
of our late campaigns in the East may probably re-
mark, that they have been almost uniformly attend-
ed with too lavish an expenditure. Although the
Mahratta war continued only for the space of a few
months, and the hostilities against Tippoo were con-
cluded with almost equal dispatch; yet a debt had
been contracted upon the treasury of upwards of
thirty millions sterling. Had these operations been
protracted by any unfortunate event, or had they even
lasted the usual period of such immense undertak-
ings, success would have been doubtful, or rather
unattainable, from the impossibility of commanding
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a sum adequate to their expence. In India, where
the rate of interest is so enormous, and where war
is an occurrence unhappily so frequent, its expence
must be reduced to a scale more nearly correspond-
ing to the resources of the country : In the progress
of increasing territory, and of annually accumulat-
ing debt, our carrecr in Asia is rapid and dangerous;
nor is it difficult to toresee that abyss of destruction

into which even a serics of victories must inevitably
lead.

The future historian may, perhaps, be credited for
impartiality, should he hazard another reinark, that the
treaties of peace with the Mahratta Chiefs, which had
been begun and concluded almost in a single day,
were at once imperfect and precipitate. A subsi-
diary treaty had been almost umformly concluded
between the Compunys Government and all the
neighbouring Princes of India, as soon as the neces-
sity of their condition might induce them to engage
in that measure: The Nabobs of Oude, and of the
Carnatic, the Nizam, and the Peshwa had been all
succcsswely engaged to maintain a subsidiary force
in their own domlmons. Experience had proved that
this was the most effectual of all measures for the
checking their appetite for continual war, and for
preventing them from plundering their own sub-
jects; the expedient at the same time has been
found to supply pay and maintenance for the large
additions that were made to the Company’s native
army. In forming the late treaties with the Nag-

Vor. 111 " c
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pore Rajah, with Scindiah and Holkar, this important
stipulation was omitted, though it had been propos-
ed before the commencement of the war, and though
cxperience had so repeatedly demonstrated it to be
the most effectual means of securing the permanency
of peace. Should a future war be afterwards found
necessary to check the aggressions of thesc chiefs,
the occurrence may be justly ascribed to the want of
a subsidiary force in their territories, so necesssary to
disclose and to check their hostile machinations in
their commencement *,

1t is alleged, by those best acquainted with the sub-
ject, that our successes in the East have been uni-
formly aided by a prejudicc entertained among the
natives, that European skill and valour were irre-
sistible in every open and regular attack. It may
hereafter be objected, that in the last of our camn-
paigns sufficient care has not been taken to support
this opinion, so essentially necessary to our future
safety, amidst the millions of Asia. The smallest
victory, or even transient success on their part, de-
stroys this salutary prejudice, and has always been
found to animate them with the boldness and ferocity
of tigers; and hence, there is not, perhaps, on record
a single example of any detachment of our army,

* The author has the satisfaction to observe that these trea.
ties have been since concluded, and that the Government of
India had conceived the same idea of their necessity which is
here pointed out,
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either turning their backs, or yielding in a contest,
that has not been almost instantly destroyed.

The war against Holkar whith so soon succeeded
the defeat of Boonsla and Scindiah, should not, per-
haps, have been undertaken till the season had fa-
voured, and till more certain means had been provid-
ed of compelling that chief to abandon his desultory
warfare, and of forcing him to a decisive action. If
he could not be surrounded by a numerous army, he
should have at least been opposed by troops whose
rapidity of movement was cqual to his own; and by
detachmemts of sufficient strength to resist any sud-
den junction of his irregular cavalry.

These dispositions of the native armies, already
noticed, having been demonstrated clearly, by fatal
experience, have established a inaxim cssentially usec-
ful in Indian warfare : That hardly a sinsle enter-
prise should be hazarded of doubtful issue ; and that
no attempt should be made, till every possible means
had been provided for ensuring success.

Had this maxin been followed with that strictness
due to its importance, Colonel Monson’s detachment
would not, perhaps, have been allowed to penetrate
so far, without support, into a country rendered al-
most impassable by the rains: and bad the conse-
quences of a check been sufficicntly kept in view,
that officer would, perhaps, no¢ have receded a step
before an enemy, where retreat was destruction,

y
[
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The same observations are, by some, thought ap-
plicable to the storming of the fort of Bhurtpore.
An example of European skill and bravery being
compleatly baffled in the presence of the natives,
in five different assaults, was, they imagine, far
more detrimental to their reputation, than its cap-
ture could have been advantageous to our cause.

But notwithstanding all these exceptions, and
after allowing these remarks, whatever importance
they may be found to merit, still ample room will be
left for commending the spirit of our Indian Go-
vernment and the conduct of the army. In the
short space of six years, more had been done by
Marquis Wellesley for the destruction of French in-
fluence in the East, and for the enlargement and se-
curity of the Dritish dominions, than ever had been
accomplished by any Governor of India. Through-
out that extensive country he left no Europeans to
discipline the native armies, nor any independent
powers under whom they could rally, in order to
controul the British Government. Under his admi-
nistration, that government, for the first time since
its establishment in Asia, had the opportunity of pur-
suing plans of improvement without the opposition
of an open foe, or the controul of a rival power.



SECTION 1II.

INDUCEMENTS TO ATTEMPT THE IMPROVEMENT
OF THE CONDITION OF THE NATIVES OF IN-
DIA.

Frowm the slight sketch above given of our late cam-
paigns in India, it appears that the British territories
in that quarter, have been grecatly cxtended. They
now actually comprehend nearly one half of Hin-
dostan and the Deccan ; while the power and influ-
ence of the British government has become para-
mount over the whole peninsula.

From the vicinity of Agra and Delhi, the ancient
capitals of the Mogul Empire, the British dominions
at present stretch east and southward, on both sides
of the Ganges, to the bay of Bengal, through a range
of country of more than a thousand miles, and con-
taining, perhaps, the largest and most fertile plain on
the face of the globe. Along the whole coast of.

c3
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Coromandel, her detached possessions have been
united, and a free communication established be-
tween the Presidencies, a circumstance which was
formerly dependent on the will of the Raja of Be-
Tar.

The acquisitions made in these campaigns on the
side of the Mysore, Poqnah, and Guzerat, have al-
so consolidated the British power on the coast of
Malabar, and opened new sources of commecrce on
the west of India. And lastly, notwithstanding these
accessions of territory, the assailable frontier of the
Indian Empire is actually lessened, by the overthrow
of the Mahratta confederacy. Instead of encireling,
as formerly, their vast cinpire, it is now confined to
a direct line, stretching across the upper part of the
penitsula.  Enough, in the opinion of many, has al-
ready been done for the enlargement of our power in
the East: much also has been cffected for its se-
curity ; since more ample means have been acquired
of maintaining peace and of securing the advantages
of a regular govcrnment,

1. The very extent, however, of our Eastern Em-
pire imposes new obligations. If its external defence
be not rendered mare difficult; the danger of losing
it by other accidents, is perhaps, much greater. The
magnitude of our Indian commerce, renders it of
peculiar importance to the naval power of Britain,
Though the resources of the empire not only survived
the separation of America, but contrary to geneval



INDIAN RECREATIONS, S0

expectation, continued to flourish, it can hardly be
imagined, that after the loss of India, its nuvy could
maintain the same pre-eminent rank.

The internal energies of a free, commercial, and
enterprising nation, are great, yet, by adverse cir-
cumstances, they may not only be weakened, but uiti-
mately destroyed. The naval establishment of the
India Company, exclusive of the extra and country
vessels, and armed cruisers, amounts to upwards of
one hundred sail of regular ships: thesc are mostly
of a size fit to occupy a station in the line, while their
navigation employs nearly 10,000 seamen. Their
regular army is already greater than that of the statcy
and the territorial revenues by which it is supported,
amount annually to the sum of seventeen willions
sterling : no company, in the records of commerce,
ever possessed such a magnificent property, or so
great a naval power: its loss, when it arrives, must
operate powerfully to shake, if not to subvert the go-
vernment. A liberal and humane treatment of the
natives of India, seems to be one of the best incans
of averting this catastrophe, which must prove dan-
gerous, and which may prove fatal to the parcnt
state. Over so vast an extent of cmpire, and over
the almost countless multitudes of its subjects, a go-
vernment of benefits and mutual aflection will al-
ways be found stronger than a government of foree,
or of fear.

C 4
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2. The distance of our eastern dominions from the
seat of govermnent, furnishes- another motive for
adopting measures of conciliation and beneficence
into the systcm of administration. In Asia, conquests
are not merely rapid but frequent, and this frequency
has rendered changes in some degree familiar to the
people; but our Indian territories are not only the
most important, they are also the most remote of
all the dependencies of the empire. Insurrections
and disturbances in that quarter, could, almost on no
occasion, be quelled by European succours, which,
previous to their arrival, must have traversed over
more than half the globe. That power, therefore,
can hardly be deemed very permanent, which only
rests upon means of support so distant, that its at-
tack and ruin may be compleated before even a ru-
mour of its invasion had reached its defenders.
1lence it is on the internal resources of India itself,
that its government must chiefly rely for its stability
‘and power.

It must look to the number, the attachment, and
the increasing cnergies of the native inhabitants for
its principal support. These advantages, however,
can only be secured by conciliating the affections of
the natives, by promoting, on every occasion,- their
truc interests, ' This effort, to an enlightened people,
can never appcear in the light of a sacrifice, since the
different parts of a statc are united by the same in-
terests,
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3. The present state of Europe (which in its ori-
gin and effects, is wholly unexampled,) seems to in-
culcate new maxims and duties for the conduct of its
rulers. The government of every statc which retains
any share of power, or even the prospect of inde-
pendence, appears in this eventful crisis to be im-
periously called upon to improve and invigorate all
its resources. 'The few remaining states must either
provide for a more combined, and energetic defence,
or their names must speedily disappear from the list
of independent nations. This seems now to be the
only tenure of their existence, and unless speedy
compliance is given to its conditions, their ruin must
approach with the speed of an armed man.

If posterity shall hereafter enquire, what circum-
stances have so rapidly advanced the external power
and the conquests of the French nation, at a period
when the rest of Lurope, apparently at least, enjoy-
ed its full vigour and maturity, it can hardly fail to
discern the true cause—an illiberal jealousy, arising
from a state of protracted rivalship and hatred, be-
tween the surroynding nations.  This has entailed
upon their governments a selfishness and fatuity,
which prevents them alike from discerning their true
interests, or the extent of their danger. In this
state of blind infatuation Europe still beholds them,
year after year, falling the easy, and almost willing
victims, of a people whom they had, in former times,
often vanquished.
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What other cause has successively laid so many
nations, long renowned for valour, at the feet of an
upstart, distinguished by no depth of policy, nor any
eénlarged views of government? a man who can dis-
cern no glory, but in beholding the mutual destruc-
tion of contending armies in the field ; and who, in
the spirit of the purest Vandalism, is looking for co-
lonies, ships, and commerce, to spring up amidst
the devastation of continual war, and the convulsions
occasioned by his insatiable ampition.

8pirited resistance, or unlimited subjection, is now
the only alternative which remains to the civilized
nations, and their governments. Let them lay aside
their selfishness and jealousy ; let them unitc their ef-
forts, and this new Attila, which their own cowardice
has raised in the heart of Europe, may yet be
crushed. It is the peculiar glory of the British na-
tion, that she has early foreseen this new tenure of
her rank as an independent state. Amidst the apathy
and blindness which has ruined so many governments,
she has vigorously employed all her resources, and
met every new aggression with fresh energy. Though
oppesed by every power, both in Europe and in
India, which French hostility could raise against
her, every new combination of her enemies has
not only added fresh laurels to her warriors, but
seems to have imparted new vigour to her resour-
ces, and enlarged her dominions. In this w.se and
~pirited policy let her persevere ; and since the
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vigour of her measures has, in these critical times,
not only effected the defence of all her territories,
but has greatly enlarged her Indian empire, it be-
hoves her to prove to her new subjects, that the ge-
nerosity of Britons is not inferior to their valour, and
that in diffusing the blessings of peace, and the bene-
fits of good government, they are not less active than
in the pursuit of victory.

4. We are impelled to redress the grievances, and
ameliorate the condition of our Indian subjects, in
order to refute the odious calumnies and imputations
which the jealousy of rivals has cast upon our go-
vernment. All the evils which were ever ascribed
to the avarice of Carthage, or the ambition of Rome,
the oppression of nations, and desolation of provin-
cgs, have been loudly charged against our India ad-
ministration. It has been accused of not merely sub-
verting the ancient Mogul Empire, but of substituting
in its room a system of peculation, anarchy and ra-
pine; and of confiding the happiness of the natives,
and their property, to men of dissolute lives, and
profligate characters.

‘The first of these imputations contains an anachro-
pistn so gross and palpable, that, to such as are ac-
quainted with the history of India, it cannot possibly
need any refutation ; yet since the illusion has been
spread among the vulgar, with uncornmon malignity
and success, it certainly merits some notice. From
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every authentic statement of historical facts, we learn,
that the Mogul Empire contained in itself the seeds
of its destruction; that it was at no period free from
gross irregularities and open rebellion ; that the en-
croachments of European nations seldom interfered
with the imperial power; and that the acquisitions
of the British, being the latest, were subsequent to
its dissolution.

We learn from the historian Ferishta, and in later
times from the testimony of men still living, that their
armies were not opposed to those of the Mogul. This
historian, in one instance indeed, complains, that
“ from the negligence of certain governors, some
districts on the coast had fallen into the possession of
the idolators of Europe;” but the coast was never
completely subdued, and he does not assert, that
these districts were previously in the possession of’
the Emperor.

It appears also, from the most authentic records,
that the Portuguese were settled at Chittagong, prior
to the submission of Bengal to the Court of Delhi.
According to the accurate Orme, the English, and
not the Moguls, were the first possessors of a small
district on the coast of Coromandel, of which they
were deprived, though they purchased it from a na-
tive prince, the original proprietor. In fact, during
the splendour of the Mogul empire, the power of Eu-
ropeans, and especially of the English, was too in-

3
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considerable to occasion any alarm, much less any
substantial injury to the court of Delhi. At that pe-
riod the power of these nations was chiefly of & marl-
time nature, and so far from impeding the general
prosperity of the empire, rendered the most cssential
service to its commerce, and to the safety of its sub-
jects during their pilgrimages to Mecca. This scr-
vice was rendered in the most conspicuous manner
by the English, who not only humbled the power of
Angria, but extirpated numbers of the piratical states
on the Malabar, who had continued to infest that
coast, and to plunder the commerce of India, for no
less a period than two thousand years.

It appears, therefore, to have been from the trea-
cherous servants of the court, and from the usurpers
of its authority, that the Europeans have chietly ac-
quired their Indian possessions. What seems most
remarkable in these occurrences is, the conduct of
these upstart princes themselves : instead of dreading
the vicinity of the British, they courted their inter-
course, and regarded their alliance as a desirable ob-
ject. 'Their arrival at once opened a market for their
commodities in the West, and encreased the .demand
for them; while the importation of specie, .in pay-
ment, stimulated the industry of the indolent natives,
and enriched their sovereigns.

It was the influence of these powerful motives,
rather than the accidental services of Mr Broug hton,
which, some time after their settlement in Bengal,



46 INDIAN RECREATIONS:

procured for the British the Phirmaun of the Empe-
ror, and the Sunnud of his Viceroy, establishing a
commerce that had already been found mutually be-
peficial. The fear of losing this European traffie,.
and the revenue accruing from it, often influenced
the councils of the native princes. It operated so
powerfully on the rude and tumultuary government
of Surajah Dowlah, in Bengal, that he sent pressing
invitations to the British to return to Calcutta, only
a few months after he had massacred the greater part
of their countrymen, and expelled the rest from his
dominions. In revenging this cruelty the India Com-
pany conquered Bengal; but it was from a prince
who had already thrown off his allegiance to the
court: and the imperial government, now reduced to
a shadow, felt no other effect from the transaction,
than the overthrow of one of its most powerful ene-
mies. Circutnstances nearly similar attended all the
British conquests, in regard to the Moguls: and the
aged representative of their monarchs, derives at the
present moment from them, his sole protection against
the cruelty of his enemies, and his only support and
consolation amidst the infirmity of his advanced
years.

But besides these alledged encroachments of the
India Company on the Imperial power, it has been
accused of cruelty and rapacity in the territories that
were thus acquired  If this imputation be supported
by facts, our Indian government must long since
have become, not only unpopular, but odious, both
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to the pative princes and their subjects. From these
quarters, however, no complaint has been hcard.
The favourable view in which the princes regarded
the settlement of Europeans among them, has just
been noticed, and the sentiments of. their subjects
have, been more uniformly and decidedly in favour of
that measure.

The disbursement of specie to the native trades-
men, and the security of their wages, which are re-
gularly paid in advance, have enabled multitudes
among the labouring classes to support themselves
and their families with a degree of comfort expericn-
ced in almost no other part of that country. And
the new intcrcourse which has thus benefited the la-
bouring poor, has strongly contributed to improve
the maxims of government, even among the natives
themselves. In the vicinity of European factories,
those predatory bands, which had so long infested
the rest of the peninsula, have been gradually sup-
pressed by the operation of a regular police. Those
tumults and devastations consequent on so many re-
volutions, have long since begun to disappear; and
have been succeeded by a degree of order and secu-
rity, which affords many encouragements to the far-
mer and manufacturer that were formerly unknown ;
hence the surrounding districts have long enjoyed a
state of much comparative tranquillity, and are at
present distinguished by a degree of wealth and pro-
sperity, which will in vain be sought for in any other
pait of India. The [inancial operations of the In-
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dis government seem fo justify these staterients, since
#s land revenues have gradudlly increased in their
different territorics, and at present far syrpass their
amount in the most prosperous days of the Mogul
empire.

These are the uncquivocal symptoms, not of op-
pression, but of a just and equitable government;
and that such is the comparative state of the Euro-
pean territories, and the rest of India, we have the
concurring testimony of almost every person who has
examined the state of that country. According to
the most credible accounts, every flourishing town is
either of their building, or has been supported and
increascd by their commerce. The most magnifi-
cent palace, perhaps, in the whole of India, is the
work of the late Governor-General*: the great
mosque at Benares was constructed to conciliate the
Mahomedans, and both the plan and execution are
to be ascribed to Mr Hastings. The most siperb
monument of architectural skill of which upper India
can boast, was erccted by Claude Martine, & private
adventurer from Europe. Ina word, it has been
observed, that wherever KEuropeans have settled,
there you invariably discern the traces of a more
energetic government, and the atchievements of a
more enterprising people. A most satisfactory proof
of this fact 1s exhibited by the garrisons and canton-

* The new Government-house, erected by the Marquis
Wellesley.
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ments that have been erected by the India Company,
for the defence of the country, and the accommoda-
tion of the troops. These buildings are constructed
in a style far surpassing every cstablisment of that
kind in Asia, and are still unequalled in most nations
of Europe.

By far the greater part of these improvements have
been effected by the British nation alone, in the very
infancy of her power, and while she was yet contend-
ing with her European rivals, and a wultitude of na-
tive encmies, which they had raised up against her.
Since those remote ages of peace and tranquiliity, in
which the Hindoos erected those immense fabrics
for the purposes of their superstition, and which are:
still seen in the country, no buildings have been con-
structed of equal magnificence, to those which the
British have erected within the last forty years.

If this proves nearly a just representation of the
first establishment of the British power in the East,
and of its subsequent administration, we shall be at
a loss to discover those bold features of iniquity and
violence with which the envy and disappointment of
its rivals have painted it. The tribute of their hatred
is perhaps no small degree of praise: and it would
be more difficult (were we in this island unaquaint-
ed with party rage,) to account for the unqualified
reprobation to which it has been doomed by some of
our statesmen and political writers. A late orator,
alluding, perhaps, to the Mogul conquests in India,

Vor. 111 D
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thus exclaims *; * the Asiatic conquerers had soom
abated of their ferocity; and the short life of man
had been sufficient to repair the waste they had
occasioned. But with the English the case was en-
tirely different; their conquests were still in the state
they had been in twenty years ago. They had no
more socicty with the people, than if they still resid-
cd in England ; but, with the view of making fortunes,
rolled in, one after another, wave after wave; so
that there was nothing before the cyes of the natives,
but an endless. flight of birds of prey and passage,
with appetites continually renewing for a food that
was continually wasting. With us there were no re-
tributary superstitions, by which a foundation of cha-
zity ¥ compensated for ages to the poor, for the in-
juries and rapine of a day.

“ With us, no pride erccted stately monuments,
which repaired the mischicfs pride had occasioned
and adorned the country out of its own spoils : Eng-
land had erected no churches, no hospitals, no pa-
laces, no schools: Lngland had built no bridges,
made no high-ways, cut no navigations}, dug no

#* Vide Burke’s speech on Fox’s India bill.

+ It was not for many centuries that the Mogul conquests
in India were compleated: and when compleated, annual
plunder was always a part of their system, ow collecting the
revenues. The only hospitals in India for even the reception
of natives, are built by the English.

1 The canals of India, fell to ruin, or were filled during the
anarchy which succeeded the Mogul dynasty : The only oncs
now in use are of English structure.
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reservoirs. Every other conqueror of every other
description, had left somc monument of state or of
beneficence behind him ; but, were we to be driven
out of India this day, nothing would remam to tell
that it had been possessed, during the inglorious pe-
riod of our dominion, by any thing bétter than the
ourang outang or the tiger.”

The only observationr which this harangue can
merit, is, that it is untrue; and that, in almost every
single assertion, it is directly the reverse of truth,
has been proved by u decision of the highest tribunul
in the kingdomn on a late solemn trial.

The principal rcason for adverting to it is to
shew, that the irregularitics of our first settlers in
the East had created an unfavourable opinion of their
conduet ; otherwise no public assembly could possi-
bly have listencd to a strain of exaggeration so gross,
unfounded, and ahsurd. No conquests were, per-
haps, ever made without some disturbance, and someé
violation of the exmting order of things. This at-
taches to the very idea of conquest; the first subju-
gation of Bengal was, however, accomplished by a
few Europeans, and occasioned less violence than
any similar event recorded in history: If the fact
had been otherwise, the aggression was solely on the
part of the natives, and the guilt must be theirs also.

These unfavourable impressions are speedily wear-
ing away, and a steady perseverance in a mild and
D9
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conciliating system of government is the best means
of entircly effacing them. An assiduous attention to
measures of this nature will always be found the best
and most powerful refutation of the malevolent in-
vectives that may have been thrown out against the
agents of our India Government. Several of the
most respectable of its servants, have long since re-
commended them to the Court of Directors ; actuat-
ed solely by a regard for the comfort of the natives.
A very intelligent work has lately been published
on the agriculture and commerce of Bengal, by two
of ‘the servants of the Company *: It breathes the
spirit of true benevolence, and details many rational
schemes of improving the condition of our Asiatic
subjects. Were these plans found impracticable,
(which they certainly are not) this work has still the
merit of rendering the state of that remote country
better known than it has ever yet been in Europe.

With the same beneficent intentions, a clergyman
of a very limited fortune, has advanced thc sum of
two thousand pounds to be distributed to the Dritish
Universitics, for the most approved essays on the
means of civilising the natives of India, and of ditfu-
sing the Christian religion in the eastern world.

Though the disquisitions of studious and specula-
tive men may not, perhaps, suggest many arrange-

# Mr Colebrook, one of the provincial judges, and Mr
Lambert, an intelligent merchant in Calcutta.
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ments of practical value; yet these essays are ably
written, and possess at least the merit of drawing a
more general attention to a very important enquiry.

Several among the natives are known to have made
the language and literature of Europe their favourite
study ; and their success has been proportioned to
their avidity in the pursuit®. The very idea of em-
ploying the talents and learning of the most celebrat-
ed nation in Europe, in discussing the means of pro-
moting their happiness, must prove highly flattering
to these men. Such persons in India, as every where
else, guide the public opinion by the influence of their
knowledge and reputation ; and although they may
sometimes smile at the ineptitude of the means that
have been proposed tor promoting their comfort, yet
they cannot fail to receive favourable impressions
from plans unquestionably benevolent.

4. In the last place, we arc bound to promote th.c
moral and civil improvement of the natives of In-
dia, from a regard to the safety and comfort of that
portion of our ceuntrymen who arc scttled among
them,

In India, without an efficient police, and much

carc in the prevention and punishinent of crimes,
D3

* This is certainly true of Tuffussil Hossein Kan, and many

others, the employment of whom in diplomatic and military
stations has done much credit to our India Government.
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both life and property would soon become altogether
insecure. The native character, however amiable in
some respects it may appear, is frequently stained
with vices directly hostile to society. The crime of
perjury, from the great defects of their religious sys-
tem, is remarkably prevalent, and, in many instances,
renders the execution of justice difficult and impos-
sible.

“ The prevalence of this vice,” says Sir James
M-Intosh, * which I have myself observed, is, per-
haps, a more certain criterion of a general dissolu-
tion of moral principle, than other more daring and
ferocious crimes, much more terrible to the imagina-
tion, and of which the inmediatc consequences are
more destructive to society.” Perjury indicates the
absence of all the common restraints by which men
are withheld from the commission of crimes. It is
an attack upon religion and law in the very point of
their union for the protection of human society. It
weakens the foundation of every right, by rendering
the execution of justice unattainable.

Sir William Jones, after long judicial experience,
was obliged, reluctantly, to achnowledge this moral
depravity of the natives of India. He had carried
out with him to that country a strong prejudice in
their favour, which he had imbibed in the course of
his studies ; and which in him, was, perhaps, neither
unamiable nor ungraceful. This prejudice he could
not longer retain against the universal testimony of
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Europeans, and the enormous examples of depravity
among the natives which he often witnessed in his
judicial capacity.

In a society thus circumstanced, crimes must of-
ten escape detection; and when detected the ends
of justice must sometimes be defeatcd. lence in
India, the records of the criminal courts are not a
true measure of the guilt of the community; and the
sccurity of individuals is much less perfect than in the
absence of such moral diseases.

Thus it immediately concerns every Furopean who
settles in India, however humble his station, or how-
ever narrow the sphere of his usefulness, to lend his
aid in suppressing thesc vices, and therchy prevent-
ing the cvils which are the result of them.  Lvery in-
dividual settler in that country, occupies the station,
either of a master of numerous serviants, or of a
magistrate or chicef among many dependents.  Ilis
influence is far greater than it was in Ewope; and
his motives for suppressing unmorality much stronger.
The station he occupies will often suggest to him,
that one of the most important ends of life, is to
render, soimne at least of the human race happier,
and that this is most effectually done by making
them better: If they fail in thus improving the lot
of the natives, the task will promote their own vir-
tue*; and will assuredly refute those charges of

* Sir James M¢Intosh’s charge to the Grand Jury.
pd4

.
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injustice, rapacity, and dissipation, which have often
been made against them.

¢ It would be invidious and unbecoming,” says a
late writer®,  to point out the particular ill conduct
of those who have filled important situations in Bri-
tish India. Their rapacity, their injustice, and their
contempt of religion are subjects of common noto-
riety, injurious to that country where they have
spent their early manhood, and destructive also of
morality in this, where they exhibit in unreverenced
age, instances of successful vice, and of opulent
depravity.”

% Mr Cockburn, in an essay which obtained the Buchannan
prize in the University of Cambridge, where this gentleman is
appointed Christiun ddvocate. 1t is worthy of remark, that
no particular malversation is here laid hold of, in order to
ground this undistinguished and invidious charge. This, the
modest cssayist says, would be unbecoming : other moralists
have held, that, before libelling a numerous and respectable
body of men with the grossest imputations, the charges should
not only be specific, but fully proved ; it deserves notice also,
that the immediate occasion of penning this unprovoked and
illiberal attack, was to obtain a magnificent bounty held out
to the literary world, by one of those rapacious and aban-
doned servants, who are here so cruelly stigmatised ; and, al-
though it may occasion the reader some surprise, wc are obli.
ged to add, also, that this extraordinary production of the
Christian advocate, in the University of Cambridge, was
judged by that learned body deserving of the prize.
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Every body of men so numerous as that which
contains the civil, military, and judicial servants of
the Honourable East India Company, must include
individuals of alimost every description of character.
This numerous class of British subjects, who have so
successfully supported the interest and honour of
their country in Asia, have, with more justice been
characterised, as humane, liberal, and brave. A
monthly allowance of pay, ample but not extrava-
gant, has afforded the Ilonourable Company a
choice of its servants, not enjoyed in the foreign set-
tlements of any other nation. Ience in all the
branches of their service are to be found many of
the highest rank, and the most liberal education.
The civil departinent, in particular, has long been an
object of ambition to the younger members of the
first families in Dritain. "] lis circumstance has been
productive of many advantages.  Men of hercditary
rank and high expectations in Furope, have been
found unwilling to forfeit these objects in the Last,
by acts either of meanness or insubordination.  Their
duty as magistrates, judges, and ofticers, has gene-
rally been discharged without that sclfish and illibe-
ral attention to small gains and pecuniary advantages
which is so apt to characterise the agents of a mer-
cantile body. They have accordingly been distin-
guished by acts not of mere charity only, but of mu-
nificence rarely to be found in any rank of life.

The malignant climate of India, and the uncer-
tainty of life in a region where it is so frequently cut
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off by disease, has produced among some individuals,
that spirit of extravagance, which in Batavia thc same
cause has created among the parsimonious Dutch.
This spirit, however, is more than counterbalanced
by the habit of saving, monthly, a small portion of
their allowances, to enable them to revisit their native
country, and there to support their advanced life and
declining years: a period which all are equally desi-
rous to spend in the midst of their relations, and in
the bosom of their native land.

This is by far the most universal and steady prin-
ciple of action, among the servants of the India
Company ; and if they are to be characterised ge-
nerally by any one prevailing quality, it is by an
ceconoiny in their expenditure, which is sometimes
scen to degenerate into parsimony. In number, the
servants of the Company, are little inferior to the
civil and military establishment of Great Biitain; by
blood or connection they are allied to almost every
family in the United Kingdom ; their savings ulti-
mately rest there, to the annual amount of nearly
two millions sterling ; and for this immense sum no-
thing is advanced but the expence of their early edu-
cation: they have adventured on a remote and dan-
gerous service, where they have hitherto successfully
upheld the honour and the interests of their country ;
the comfort and safety of such a respectable class of
our countrymen forms of itself no mcan inducement
for attempting the moral improvement of our native

subjects in India.
It
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it belongs to that generosity, which has hitherto
been characteristic of Britons, not merely to acquire
distant possessions, but to civilize and improve them.
They at the present moment command more exten-
sive territories in Asia, Africa, and America, than
ever fell under the dominion of any ancient or no-
dern nation. It is of high importance that they feel
and respect the duties of a situation, in which they
are to controul the destinies of so large a portion of
the hunan race. It is perhaps of no less importance,
that the individuals entrusted with so perilous a ser-
vice shiould be protected by the police of the country,
and the moral discipline of the natives.

In circumstances to which there are attached so
many arduous dutics, and so much responsibility, it
is consolatory to reflect, that by the very constitu-
tion of human affairs, the intercourse of nations tends
alimost invariably to their improvement. There is a
steady progress to civilization among communitics
much connected together, which is often concealed
from themselves, and which arises not so much from
the policy of government, as from the original consti-
tution of human nature itself. To this it is owing,
that amidst all the complaints that have been made
against the British government in India, so many so-
lid, though unforescen advantages have been mutual-
ly conferred on both countries.

From this source the Asiatics have derived the arts
of printing and of ship-building, as well as the practi-
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cal use of the mariners compass. If Europe has de-
rived from the East the benefits of inoculation, the
latter has received in return, the Jennerian improve-
ment of the discovery, by which so many thousand
lives are annually saved®. If we consider each of
these improvements sepavately, it will be found to
imply important changes in the condition of society.
Taken together they assuredly constitute the most
solid benefit that one portion of the human race has
ever conferred upon another.

All these reciprocal advantages, which have ac-
crued either to the European or Asiatic nations, it
must be remarked, have arisen from no premeditated
plans of improvement projected by either party; they
are wholly to be ascribed to the silent, but steady
operation of an intercourse that has already existed,
on a limited and imperfect scale, for nearly two cen-
turies. IHad the dialect which became the medium
of communication, becn less rude and imperfect, or
better understood, there can remain little doubt that
the mutual benefit resulting from this established in-
tercourse, would have been more considerable. But

% The British government has interfered in spreading the be-
ncfits of this discovery among the natives. Three medical gen-
tlemen have been appointed to supply the vaccine matter, and
to conciliatc the natives toits application. They are fond of the
cow from religious prejudices, and there is every reason to be-
licve that the practice of vaccination will be soon universally
adopted throughout the whole peninsula, and the adjoining
parts of Asia.
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since the languages of Asia are becoming, year after
year, more familiar to LEuropeans, it unavoidably
follows, that the communication of knowledge must
in future become more rapid and extensive ; hence
the improvements of the ensuing century must in all
probability prove more considerable than either of the
past. The Hindostanee, a kind of lngua frania,
made up of various dialects, is the spohen language
of India, and has become the key to all communica-
tion with the natives of that country. Our hnowledge
of its dialects has gradually increased with the inter-
course which called it forth, till at last the acquisition
of it has becone the object of several expensive se-
minarics and insitutions. It is to be regretted that
these subsidiury arrangeincents to facilitate intercourse
between the Europeans and natives, have not only
been too late in their introduction, but ineflicient in
their plan. The first adventurers in India enjoved
no assistance whatever in acquiring the langnage, cx-
cept what their ear might afford them, as often as
they attemnpted to converse with the natives.

It was not till after many years that a few sterile
and jejune publications appeared in the form of vo-
cabularics and grammars, and it was still later before
monshees, ar native tcachers, were employed to
instruct such individuals as might be appointed to
situations requiring more than ordinary proficiency
and skill in the native languages. Ior a series of
years after their first arrival in the East. the situation
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of Europeans somewhat resembled that of a hrandful
of soldiers encamped amidst millions of strangers, or
perhaps encmies, with whose hostile or ftiendly senti-
ments they had no means of becoming acquainted.
The complicated functions of war, of government, or
of trade, were either intrusted solely to native agency,
or very aukwardly discharged.

During this sterility, or rather total want of the
means of cominunication, the British settlers remain-
ed in a kind of insulated state, unknown to the na-
tives, and almost entirely unacquainted with their
habits and prejudices. That so few occurrences of-
fensive to their feelings, or abhorrent to their reli-
gious ideas, should have happened, must be ascribed
to a tender indulgence of their weakness, rather than
to any accuratc knowledge of their inanners, or of
their religious maxims.

The literary institution that was lately established
in Calcutta, however well intended, has been found
inadequate to the end proposed : It embraced too
many branches of education: It contained profes-
sional chairs for Greek, Latin, Mathematics, and
Chemistry, each endowed with annual salaries of
some thousand pounds. It employed upwards of
eighty Pundits, Molavees, and Moonshees ; a num-
ber often greater than that of the scholars.  The civil
servants of the three Presidencies, were compelled
to attend the terms of this College during three or
four successive years, at the annual cxpence to the
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India Company of nearly a thousand pounds each
individual : Hence the accumulated expenditure of
the institution must have considerably exceeded one
hundred thousand pounds sterling, annually. It is
probable that the different seminaries established in
England, may be conducted for a much smaller sum ;
although they are destined to receive the whole
of the military as well as civil servants of the Indian
government*. The youth being there unappointed
to their stations, will not be entitled to their Indian
pay: a circumstance which must at once prescrve
their dependence on their parents and guardians,
and prevent them from being plunged into habits of
extravagance and dissipation.  From these semina-
ries, it is to be hoped that in a few years there will
issue a race of individuals qualified to extend the
British intercourse in the East, and to communicate
to the natives a more extensive knowledge of Lu-
ropean arts than the more illiterate adventurers

* The chief of those scminarics that have hitherto becn
established, aro at Hartford, Woolwich, Great Marlow, and
High-Wycomb. The three last are intended more particular.
ly for the military and engineer departments. Such institu.
tions have long becn universal on the continent. Their insti-
tution in Britain, at a period so much later, indicates, perhaps,
too great a trust in our insular situation. If our military edu-
cation be not more improved, and more generally diffused,
how, it may be asked, are we in future to be opposed to the
armed millions of the continent ?
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who have preceded them*. In their hands, the fiscal,
diplomatic, and military services, must in all cases
be more ably performed, than by persons unacquaint-
cd with the languages of India: What is particularly
applicable to our present view of the subject, a
masterly and efective system of police will be esta-
blished, affording more perfect security to European
settlers, and comprchending a species of discipline
for the improvement of the natives themselves.

# It is not meant to insinuate that the civil and military ser.
vants of the Company were in general ignorant of the native
dialect—some of them were eminently distinguished for their
great proficicucy : much intercourse, in the way of business
with the inhabitants, had readered them much more useful in
the diplomatic line, than any of the junior members of the
college.  Among these we may rank Colonel Kilpatrick, Co-
lovel Collins, Major Malcolm, and Mr Webbe.



SECTION 1IIL

CONJECTURFS CONCIRNING THE FUTURE INFLU-
ENCE OF THFE BRITISIL GOVIRNMLNT IN MODE-~
RATING THE DLSPOTISM OF INDIA.

THE ‘communities of Asia, arce distinguished from
those ot Europe, by two remarhable cireunmstances ;
the despotisn of their governmient, and the stationary
state of their improvement.  The suprome power in
Hindostan, whether exercised by an Fanperor, by great
and independent princes, or by petty chicftains, has
uniformly been maintained without any restraint or
controul : Authority in that quarter of the world,
even when delegated, is seldon checked, and almost
never cither limited or divided ; hence the rulers
throughout that whole peninsula, in spite of their per-

sonal character, have ever appeared before their sub-
Vor. 111. E
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jects, in that absolute and despotic attitude, which
invariably distinguishes the governments of Asia.

The power of the sdvereign, in the east, being
thus unlimited, adinits of no change, or adaptation to
the circumstances of the people; their lot is as sta-
tionary and immutable as the principles of their go-
vernment, and precludes almost every hope of their
advancement through thoese diffcrent stages of im-
provement and civilization, which have distinguished
each successive age in Europe, and which bave so
remarkably characterised all its different states.

The present condition of the Asiatic nations, strong-
ly corroborates this statement of the naturc of their
governments. They are all nearly on the same level,
hardly displaying any perceptible difference in the
advances made by onc community superior to the
rest; while history fully attests, that almost the whole
have remained stationary, in point of improvement, for
many successive ages. Throughout the extensive
range of Tartary, on the north, and the greater part
of Arabia, on the east, the whole population has re-
maincd stationary, and in the pastoral state, which
admits of so small advancement in the arts of life,
that the same delineation which is given of the man-
ners of these nations, in the books of Moses, is strictly
applicable to them at the present hour. They still
dwell in tents; migrate with immense herds of cattle:

4
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and, being engaged in continual hostility with sur-
rounding tribes, they sell the vanquished as slaves.

In the middle and southern regions of Asia, com-
prehending Persia, India and China, great communi-
tics have long existed in the agricultural state. This
condition, inviting to a morce correct and estensive
knowledge of the complieated subject of property,
has diftused considerable shades of intellectnal im-
provement, and perhaps greater pleaty, as well as
domestic comtort through their society ; still, however,
both the principle and spirit of Asiatic govermment,
among all these nations, remains invariably the same.
Itis that of a stern and unrelenting despotisin, which,
without afford