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“We believe the first book published 1n this country with thguname
of an Indian Ruling Chief upon the title page The M 118
to be congratulated upon her praiseworthy desire to r un
travelled Indian sisters the benefit of 1mpressions shexl %‘ed n
world wide wanderings on matters peculiarly affects e on of
women —Times
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may safely be asserted that every movemegt,

class of work 1n which women have takfn,

share throughout the civilized world, ha3 been, <{#h
completeness, passed under review —Morming Post

Has something of importance to say on the question of education
‘fg'r)uomen in India  —Contemporary Review

“ The main part of the book 1s concerned with practical information

in the careers that are open to women in the West together with

arefully considered advice and suggestions as to the ways of adapting
them to the needs of the East —Spectator

“The book 18 a mine of information even to the Englishman in
England —Liierary World

‘It 18 worthy the attention of those who are interested 1n the welfare
of women either in Britain or America —Author

¢ Some of the Maharan s 1deas afford food for thought for English
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“The Maharam has observed closely and extensively —Guardian

“1It contans a startling amount of information —Conservative and
Unionist Women s Franchise Review

“We have nothing but praise for the care and trouble which
Mr Mitra has evidently expended —Queen

“ The readers will find much food for thought —Madame

“The book 1s one which English missionaries to India should study
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It 1s difficult to 1magine a book which would do more to help Indian
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West

‘1t 18 a book which might well be taken by the women of England
as a gude to women’s professions and occupations It 1s an extra
ordinary revelation of the educated Eastern mind of the present day
—]J RaMsaY MACDONALD, M P, 1n the Dasly Chronmicle

The book 1s a careful compilation of information 1n regard to the
achivities of women in Europe, America, and Japan, and here and
there are some extremely interesting sidelights on present conditions
in India  Every occupation 1n which Western women are engaged 1
described, and most of them, the authors think, could be adapted to
India, —New York Times
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IN three months the first edition has been
exhausted No alterations have been made
this edition  Some useful suggestions have
been received both from this country and India,
and I shall be happy to have further hints from
various provinces of India which might add to

the utility of this book
S M MITRA

Lonpon,
February 1, 1912
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wondered whether I could do anything to awaken
my Indian sisters from thewr lethargy of ages,
to enable them to take therr proper place m
Indian public ife I therefore tried to learn
what I could from the Western systems—British,
Contmnental and American—which came under
my observation, feeling strongly that I owed 1t
to my sisters in India to give them the benefit of
the impressions gathered during my travels on
matters pecuharly affecting the position of
women Some of the experience thus gamed I
was anxious to lay before my countrywomen,
with a view to receive opinions and contributions
from all parts of India, and with the hope that
some of the Western orgamzations might be
adapted to the conditions of my native land
But here I met with a great difficulty, which
at first appeared almost insuperable It 1s one
thing to be mmpressed with the position of
women m Western public life and with their
useful orgamzations, but 1t 15 quite another thing
to be able to convey such impressions to others
who have not been out of India at all Not only
accurate information, direct and collateral, was
wanted, but 1t was necessary to edit such facts
carefully and m good style, with a wview to
Indian requirements and with particular refer-
ence to the Hindu caste system 1 therefore
saw at once that I needed the co operation of an
able and well-informed literary man, who could
handle the subject with special knowledge ac-
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quired on the spot  The question then naturally
arose as to whether I should entrust the work to
an Englishman or to one of my own countrymen
To my mind an Enghshman, however clever,
cannot possibly understand the subtleties of the
Hindu caste system, which are factors of great
importance 1n every organization in India  The
manners and customs of Indian Mahomedans
would also present considerable difficulty to
him For these reasons I decided, during
my last visit to England, to confide the task
of materializing my views to the distinguished
Hindu wrniter Mi S M Mitra, who 1s also
well acquainted with Moslem ways, having lived
for years i the great Mahomedan State of
Hyderabad He at once willingly responded to
my suggestion, and on my return to England I
found that he had finished editing my impres-
sions, having supplemented them with valuable
information, the result of his study of Western
sociology during his seven years’ residence
England 'That 1s the genesis of this book, which
1s now being published 1n the hope that additional
contributions and opinions from all parts of India
may be collected and carefully edited, with the
object of deciding what practical form women’s
organization should take there Now in this
year of the Coronation, when so many prominent
Indian men and women have come to England,
let us hope that they have probed deep nto the
workings of British social government, that they
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have attempted to find out what are the pillars
upon which the great edifice of British institu-
tions rests, and especially what part women
take here in the maintenance of this the social
and moral system of a nation which owns the
greatest Empire ever known 1n the history of the
world

The 1deas put forward mn these pages are
naturally mere sketches and imperfect sugges-
tions, for volumes could be written on each
subject alone, many of which 1t has been con-
sidered necessary to pass over in short para-
graphs Some of the projects dealt with have
already been tried in Baroda, though not solely
for the benefit or with the co operation of women
For mstance, Co operative Credit Societies have
been taken up by men to a considerable extent,
as discussed 1 the Baroda Administration
Report, 1908-9, which showed a total of thirty-
two of these societies at the end of the year
Agricultural Banks are also m operation, but
progress 15 admittedly slow in these directions
There 1s a Model Farm which was started in
December, 1908, the head-master being a
diploma-holder, capable of mnstructing his pupils
mn the comparative merits of Eastern and
Western methods The Borstal System for
young crimnals, mtroduced since April, 1908,
1s employed for boys, and the Thana System
of sending certamn selected prisoners to work
at a Model Farm, as practically free men, was
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mtroduced 1  December, 1908 But these
methods are not universal throughout India, and
none are as yet in force for the benefit of women
or girls It has therefore been thought expedient
to give some short account of their principles and
progress 1n other lands

The system of providing travellng 1n-
structors to teach the people dary farming and
other agricultural processes has been tried n
Baroda, and found of little practical use, hence
the abolition of these posts, as recorded 1n
the Baroda Administration Report for 1908-9
Various other schemes attempted 1 India have
not had quite the brilhiant success that their
promoters hoped May not the reason of this
be that hitherto systematic femimine co-operation
has been lacking 2 'With this 1dea 1in view, some
projects for Indian women have been described
which Indian men do not at present regard very
favourably, in the hope that the former may step
m where, single-handed, their fathers, brothers,
or husbands have failed, and show that the co-
operation of both sexes 1s necessary to insure
successful organization

In December last I was present with my
husband at the Allahabad Exhibition, and the
thought came to me there that every Native
State mn India should send at least two women
scholars to Europe to qualify themselves as
teachers of such subjects as are discussed 1n this
book, especially m Chapters 11 to XI My
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State 15 prepared to lead the way i this direction
by offering two scholarships to ladies, one to a
Hindu and the other to a Mahomedan, to
enable and encourage them to carry out my
project

What struck me at the Allahabad Exhibition
was the want of women mstructors If there
were women lecturers to teach purda ladies the
advantages of exhibitions and the methods of
organizing them, dozens of small exhibitions
would spring up 1 all parts of India, and would
do a great deal of good It 1s evident that my
countrywomen are beginning to take a keen
interest in these exhibitions, for at Allahabad I
noticed that numbers of purda ladies attended
at the usual times, and no doubt pirofited largely
by, the displays of artistic and industrial work
which were on view  Such visits cannot fail to
have an immmensely educative effect, and their
results might be made still more lasting if some
system of explamning the various objects and
the different processes of manufacture were set
on foot Such operations as sugar-making,
Juggery-making from the date-palm tree, rosa
grass distillation for the manutacture of per-
fumes, sericulture, the working of a printing
press, the making of glass, gold and silver
enamels, pencils and mnibs, matches, hosiery,
carpets, and other textile industries, which were
all on view at the Navsar1 Exhibition, opened
last Apnl by the Maharaja of Baroda, would
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have assuredly acquired an added interest n
the eyes of the lady wvisitors if there had been
someone of their own sex to lecture to them on
the exhibits The plan now adopted at the
British Museum of sending a lecturer round,
when desired, to explamn briefly to visitors the
history of the objects there displayed, mght
with advantage be adopted i our agricultural
and other exhibitions In this way a stock of
most useful and practical information would be
gamned, such as could not be acquired from text-
books, and the task of lecturing would be a
pleasant occupation for educated women

What appeared as the more striking phases of
forward movements affecting feminine interests
i England and elsewhere are given in this book,
and I leave 1t to my countrywomen to decide
which of them—modified to suit local circum-
stances—are worthy of a trial Some of the
projects will no doubt appeal to them, but it
would nevertheless be well for them to bear n
mind the need to guard against too slavish an
mmtation of Western notions Every country
by imntelbgent observation can learn something
from other lands, but at the same time each
should strive to preserve 1ts own racial character-
istics, Just as each sex should endeavour, not to
ape the other, but to make the most of its own
peculiar distinctions of character There should
be no hasty adoption of customs essentially
foreign to our habits In the words of Bacon,
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the great Enghsh philosopher It were good
that men mn therr mnovations would follow the
example of Time 1tself, which, indeed, mnovateth
greatly, but quietly, and by degrees scarce to be
perceived It 1s good also not to try experi-
ments 1n States, except the necessity be urgent,
or the utihity evident ” Experience has shown
in some cases that Western 1deas transplanted to
Eastern soil have not been wholly successful,
and certain questions, particularly labour prob-
lems, differ totally in England and India But
1t 1s also possible to lean too much to the ultra-
conservative side, a phase of which the same
philosopher speaks thus ¢ A froward retention
of custom 1s as turbulent a thing as an nnova-
tion, and they that reverence too much old
times are but a scorn to the new ”

So, proceeding with circumspection, I hope
that something tangible may be effected to raise
woman’s position 1n Indian public hfe T trust,
however, that i1t has been made quite clear
throughout this httle volume that what 1s re-
quired 1s not antagomism, but co-operation be-
tween the sexes, that woman needs the gmdance
of man to enable her to achieve the highest of
which she 1s capable, as man needs woman’s
help and sympathy to axd him on his path
through hfe Femimmne mdividuality 1s essen-
tially distinct from the masculine The charac-
tenistic features of both are deeply rooted, and
any effort to coerce them would probably mean
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not evolution but revolution The great orgamec
distinctions between man and woman will always
tend to produce different characteristics mn each
Such differences should be fostered, not checked ,
that development may proceed on natural lines,
following the guidance of those fundamental
dissimilarities which through long ages have
been the distinguishing marks of the sexes

In addition to British mstitutions, it has been
thought advisable to give an account of some of
the projects that have been tried for the benefit
of women 1n other countries, especially in France,
Germany, and America, as representing the other
foremost nations of the world It 1s hoped that
the chapter on Japan will be read with special
interest My wvisit to that country convinced
me that Japanese women have not made progress
in comparison with the advance of their men

In conclusion, I thank Mr Mitra for his pains-
taking labour, which has enabled me to bring my
1deas to maturity, and for the hearty co-operation
which he has accorded to the work from 1ts first
conception to the final revision of the proofs

Lonpon,
July 22, 1911






NOTE

WHEN I wrote a few years ago, “India must
learn Westein ways and keep pace with the
West, or she must go to the wall India must
assimilate Western ways Blind mmitation will
not do The Indian must try to harmomze
Eastern practice with Western civihization,”* 1
had no 1dea that the thoughts of the most prom-
ment Hindu Princess were turning mn the same
direction I need hardly say, therefore, that I
was much gratified when, last year, the Maharam
of Baroda made known her views to me, and
desired my humble co-operation 1n a work which
Her Highness wished to project on those lines
for the benefit of our countrywomen The
result 1s now laid before the public in the
present volume, “The Position of Women 1n
Indian Lafe,” which gives an account, not of the
present status of the female sex in India, but of
some Western femmine institutions, the adapta-
tion of which to suit Eastern requirements 1s
likely to help Indian women to achieve a higher

“Indian Problems, p 398 John Murray, 1908
X1X b
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THE POSITION OF WOMEN
IN INDIAN LIFE

CHAPTER 1

THE WOMAN MOVEMENT

WHEN the final chronicle of the twentieth century
comes to be written, probably the most remark-
able feature 1n 1ts annals will be the history of the
development of woman Far and wide through-
out the world to-day a new energy 1s spreading
amid the ranks of women of every class Rich
and poor, educated and ignorant, all alike feel
the dawning of an era of fresh usefulness for
their sex From North and South, East and
West the active impulse comes, and women of
every land call to one another to join hands for
the enlightenment and betterment of their sisters,
that they all may help in the great forward
movement of the world This activity among
women 15 a sign of good, for 1t 1s at one with an
inchination towards a more umiversal brother-
hood that 1s sweeping over mankind Over the

Atlantic the women of America recognized the
1
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same 1mpulse as the women of Europe Through
England, France, and Germany, across the Con-
tinent 1t passed, gatherng force as 1t sped, till
the women of the East felt its summons, and are
taking their part also in the fresh hfe which 1s
dawning m this second decade of the twentieth
century

So widespread a feeling must be taken
sertously Above the strife and noisy extra-
vagance of the public champions of the cause of
women, there 1s a true and eainest endeavour
which the thoughtful mind of erther sex acknow-
ledges and approves Therefore, since no one
can 1gnore the progiess or the smcerity of the
movement, we propose to give a very brief
account of the history of woman throughout the
world, to remund the women of India of the
position 1n public affairs which then sex occupies
to day Some of the actions of their sisters mn
other lands may seem to them worthy of adapta-
tion, others may be pitfalls to be avoided In
either case the subject 1s one full of importance,
alike to East and West

In the earliest times of which we have any
historical knowledge men and women were
grouped together mn hordes, and seem to have
led a nomadic lfe, holding all their possessions
i common The primitive ancestors of Indo-
European stock probably had their home n Asa,
near the Hindu Kush Mountains, though later
critics have assigned North-East Europe as their
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dwelling-place  There they spoke the same
language and venerated the same gods 1In
primitive times woman would appear to have
been fully equal, both mentally and physically,
to man, and observations made among savage
races of the present day, who are presumably at
a similar stage of civilization, also pomnt to this
conclusion, smce we find among them httle or
no difference between the male and female,
either 1 physique or bram - power  The
next step i the advance of civilization was
the banding together of hordes into tribes, and
gradually the separate tribes, migrating mn dif-
ferent directions, developed mnto various nations
of the earth Their common characteristics dis-
appeared m time to a great extent, under the
influence of changed surroundings, of which
chmate 1s the most important feature m the
evolution of distinct nationality

In the most primitive stage of human Ife
there was no permanent union between man and
woman  Afterwards the custom of marriage
arose, out of which developed 1n turn the home,
the family, the tribe, the nation It was woman
who reared the children, built the rude hut or
tent in which the family lived, made what scanty
clothing they possessed, fed the household, in
short, performed the general domestic labour, and
left man to do most of the work outside the
home Later on, when, the human race n-
creasing, 1t was found incumbent to sow and
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plant, 1t was chiefly woman who at harvest-time
gathered 1n the crops Subsequently the nomadic
Iife of the tent was abandoned for that of a fixed
home, and her position improved, but she still
remamed the property of her husband, who had
absolute right over her in every way Such was
woman’s condition 1n primitive times

But a gleam of brightness breaks upon the
pages of her early history Strangely enough,
amid the bygone civilizations of the world, an era
of glory dawned for woman, and we find 1n most
nations a heroic age, when woman was wor-
shipped and set mn the highest place of honour
In the ancient literature of India, dating from
centuries before European culture began, in the
great epics of the Ramayana and Mahabharata,
woman took distinguished part i her husband’s
work, aiding him with her love and counsel,
accompanying him, hke Sita and Diaupady, even
mto exile  She shared in the public ceremonies,
and was accorded the highest rank and digmty

This heroic age of woman differed considerably
m date among the various nations Earlest
among the Egyptians, Hindus, and Hebrews, 1t
did not reach Europe till about the Christian
Era Judea had 1its golden age for women n
the days of Mirtam, also about the twelfth
century Bc, when Deborah, the prophetess,
arose, “a mother 1 Israel,” who “dwelt under
the palm-tree between Rama and Bethel in
Mount Ephraim and the children of Israel
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came up to her for judgment” To this
woman-judge of the Hebrews 1s due what 1s
assuredly one of the most exultant battle-songs
in all hterature, the hymn of wvictory chanted
by Deborah after Jael’s slaughter of Sisera So
we find i ancient Judea women as rulers,
prophetesses, judges, warriors

In early ages the Musalman woman of Arabia
was permitted equal mnstruction with men  The
social position she occupied when the power of
Islam reached its meridian proves that she
possessed rights similar to those enjoyed by
men  The Prophet’s own women folk were
very far from leading lives of 1dle seclusion On
the contrary, they were allowed great freedom
His first wife, Khadyja, shared the changes and
chances of his caieer for twenty-five years, and,
after her death, Ayesha, his young wife, took
prominent part as an active combatant at the
“ Battle of the Camel” His daughter Fatima
gained high distinction in political debate  His
granddaughter Zamab was noted for her attan-
ments both mn public and private hfe A hfe
of empty 1dleness was no part of the Prophet’s
scheme of feminne existence Moslem women
held positions as sovereigns, teachers, theologians,
and superintendents of religious communities, and,
like Hindu women, were famous for learning,
eloquence, and capacity to impart instruction
In the reign of the Sultan Bayazd I, women
gave lectures mn the mosques and schools to
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students of either sex, and 1n those days girls
and boys were educated together In the days
of the Ommayads and of the first Abbasids,
until the reign of Kadir b’'Illah (a p 921), when
progress 1n the Musalman world began to decline,
women took prominent part in publichfe Under
Mansur, two of his women cousins went forth to
the Byzantine Wars, clad in coats of mail In
the reign of Rashid-el-Mamun, ladies took part
n poetic contests and learned discussions, while
young Aiab maidens fought on horseback and
commanded regiments The Empress Zubeida
wife of Harun-al-Rashid, was renowned as a
poetess, and with her money the great aqueduct
at Mecca was constructed and the town of Alex-
andria rebuilt after 1ts destruction by the Greeks
The category of Musalman women who similarly
distinguished themselves in almost every art of
peace and wai 1s too long for quotation It only
ceases when the mvasions of Tartar hordes and
religious o1 dynastic struggles checked the on-
ward march of civihzation in the East, and in
the general retrogression the cause of the Ma-
homedan woman suffered wellmigh total eclhipse
In ancient Egypt women were the equals and
comrades of their men-folk, the law conferred
bke privileges upon them, they were ehgible for
the pniesthood and the throne

Greece, too, from her Homeric Age has handed
down types of noble, honoured womanhood, such
as will live for ever 1n the pages of her literature
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Penelope, Andromache, Clytemnestra, are names
that will keep her memory green 1 the history
of the world’s women Italy, also, in the early
days of the Republic, has given mankind an
ideal of the Roman matron, steadfast, brave,
resolute as her husband, yet tender and loving
withal Among the Germans we find a time
when, according to Tacitus, women were the
chieftains of certain tiibes, and excelled the men
in valour and wisdom, so that, speaking of the
Teutonic conception of women, he says <« They
hold that there 15 1n her something Divine ” Not
can Biitain be omitted from the category of the
lands that, thus early, honoured women, since
she, too, had her Boadicea, that warlike Queen
of ancient Britain, who heiself drove her chariot
aganst the invading Romans

Yet this early hiberty was but a phantom dawn
of fieedom for woman It passed, and a period 1n
each case followed when he1 progress was checked
Among the upper classes 1 frivolous, or purely
passive existence, now fell to her lot among the
lower ranks, a degrading, soulless toil

Not until medieval times does a fresh ghmpse
of sunshine flood her path Through Europe,
generally, the Middle Ages brought a 1evival of
the honour formerly paid to woman  This was
the time of chivalry, when the Kmght-at-Aims
devoted himselt to the service of the poor and
weak, when, under the influence of woman, the
old love of brute force gave way before the
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nobler standard of mnght and duty Every
warrior, 1n taking upon himself the sacred vows of
kmghthood, swore, at the same time, an oath of
allegiance to his Lady, and in his devotion to her
there mingled the dim and holy adoration of the
worshipper for his God Surely never had Euro-
pean woman more power than in those centuries
of chivalry !

Intellectually, woman had high distinction 1n
the so-called Dark Ages, for we find lady-
professors and doctors abounding on the Conti-
nent of Europe, and lecturmng to students of
both sexes Various towns in Germany admitted
women to trades, on a footing of perfect equality
with men, and 1 Fiance there were corporations
of women-workers who had the monopoly of
certain callings switable to their sex In the
latter country, men and women voted equally
in the management of the affairs of the different
municipalities, and, afier the Crusades, when wars
for the protection of the Holy Sepulchre had
decimated the ranks of the male population mn
France, women took up the administration of
their lords’ estates, proving themselves just
and efficient 1 the highest degree  Thus,
woman was the hght of the Dark Ages of
Europe

But the inevitable reaction set m, for no
sooner do we find a period of enlightenment,
than, within a few centuries, we see her dejected
agan  This time 1t was due to the Renaissance,
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that passionate love of beauty 1n art, in hiteratue,
and above all 1n woman, which, spreading from
Italy, infected France, England, and the larger
part of Europe with its young enthusiasm It
was a great imtellectual movement, this Revival
of Learning, as men also named 1t, but the mad
desire for freedom led to excess mn all things,
and woman, though outwardly defeired to as
before, was no longer the mspirer of the purer
worship of the Knights of the Middle Ages
Alongside 1ntellectual refinement there grew up
unbridled licentiousness, and 1n the sixteenth
century we find the Court of Marguérite de
Valois, sister of Francis I, one of the most
mmmoral 1n history  In the seventeenth century,
i France, woman was p1re-eminent in intellectual
culture, and we find her, as mm Madame de
Maintenon, the adviser of Kings and the educator
of the young, i Mademoiselle de Scudéry
and Madame de Sevigné, the personification of
femmine intelligence

In England, in the reign ot Charles II, the
reaction after the Reformation swung the pen-
dulum over to the opposite extreme As the
old reverence for women departed, a frivolous,
Light, and inconsequent side of feminine nature
developed, against which the satire of the tiume, 1n
the epigram of Pope, directed 1ts lash  In his
second Epistle, dedicated “To a Lady,” those
who will may read his opimion of the society
woman of the day Meantime, 1n spite of culture
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in the higher ranks, the lower classes, engaged
solely in the deadening round of domestic toil,
were still sunk i 1gnorance and apathy * Home-
keeping youths have ever homely wits,” and so
it proved with the majonty of women of lower
rank 1n the eighteenth century in Europe Not
till the latter half of the nineteenth century,
when again hight dawned, in the shape of higher
education, did woman once more hft up her
head, and she seems now on the highroad to
permanent fieedom of development It 1s to be
noted that most of the Westein nations, which
have foimally granted her the greatest liberty,
are not (except America and Russia) of foremost
rank as world-powers In Finland, Norway,
Sweden, Iceland, she 15 legally most emancipated
Finish women may vote and sit in Parhament
In Noiway women municipal fianchise holders
possess the parhamentary franchise In Russia,
which 1t has been said should be called the most
Western of Eastern, imnstead of the most Eastern
of Western nations, women have made mar-
vellous progress, and have distinguished them-
selves m the political world  I'he Zemstvo
and all the progressive political parties acknow-
ledge the principle of absolute equality for
men and women, and the latter are practising
mm most of the hiberal professions Many are
doctors, several are engineers, while the number
of literary aspirants increases daily at an almost
alarming 1ate, for at the present time to be an
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authoress who has published a book 1s a hall
mark for the Russian Iiterary woman

Each country has 1ts own peculiar phase of the
woman question In England woman’s general
condition since feudal days has been one of social
freedom, but where she has had to enter the
labour-market 1n competition with men, she has
sometimes suffered disadvantage By degrees
she has won her way through, till now most of
the liberal professions, except the Law and the
Church, are open to her, and the majority of
other callings, except those for which hexr physical
limitations manifestly unfit her A few of the
stages marking the Englishwoman’s progress may
be briefly noted In 1870 the Married Women’s
Pioperty Act was passed (amended 1882), by
which a married woman 1s capable of acquiring,
holding, and disposing, by will or otherwise, of any
1eal or personal property, and may enter mto any
contract or cairy on a trade The Hindu woman
has enjoyed these rights since the days of Manu,
probably before the Christian Era In 1894 quali-
fied Englhishwomen weie gianted permission to
vote for District Councils, Boards of Guardians,
London County Counci, and Parish Council
elections They can be elected on County and
Borough Councils, Education Committees, Boards
of Guardians, District and Parish Councils 1In
1907 women were allowed the privilege of bemng
Aldermen and Mayors, but they cannot act as
Justices of the Peace nor can they sit on
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juries, as they may do i America, Norway, and
Finland, where 1t 1s said that they fulfil thewr
duties with extreme conscientiousness and m-
partiahty

During the latter half of the nineteenth century
a great educational wave overflowed England
and bore woman upwaids on 1ts crest One of
the chief reasons for this incieased culture lay n
the growmg preponderance of the female sex,
both mn England and throughout Europe, which
made 1t necessary for some to come forth from
the more secluded lLife of the home to take their
part n the struggle for existence The rise of
the middle classes was now an established fact
Industry was expanding on a wonderful scale
New machinery, novel modes of communication,
were mtroduced, the whole face of the world
underwent a marvellous transformation during
the nineteenth century Such a change in the
methods of production as was biought about by
inventions for spinning and weaving, and for the
manufacture of the countless objects of daily use,
now made by mechanical skill mstead of by
hand, left woman freer from domestic duties than
she had ever been before, and gave her liberty to
turn her energiles to different pursuits So she
has progressed, httle by httle, till now she claims
the night to stand by the side of man and earn
her moral and materal independence  English-
women have not yet been admitted to the
suffrage, and the attamment of this privilege a
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certain section of the female population 1s
agitating to secure

Though not permitted to play an immediate
part in English politics, women here, even with-
out the vote, are, as they can be if they choose 1n
all countries of the world, a great mdirect power
Particularly in Enghish society do we find ladies
taking up the cause of theiwr husbands, fathers,
and brothers, helping them to win their election-
fights, charming the hearts of the constituents
by their enthusiastic championship,and promoting
the welfare of the poor and suffering by their
appearance on public platforms In England
they have peculiarly ample opportunities for such
influence, since there for many centuries social
and political functions have been harmomously
mterwoven Those who would form an 1dea of
the wide influence exercised by ladies of highest
rank mn England, will find a very thoughtful and
mteresting account of this phase of political hfe
m some of Mrs Humphry Ward’s novels, and,
m hghter vemn, in Lady Randolph Churchill’s
witty and amusing “ Reminiscences ”

But how has it fared with the woman of
India through the long centuries since civihza-
tion dawned upon her land? We have seen
that 1n the early ages of the world, while Northern
Europe was yet steeped 1 barbarism, she enjoyed
the highest public honour, and was a participant
m all the wisdom and activities of her day
Neither should we omut to recall the fact that n
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ancient India the laws of Manu and of other
Hindu lawgivers touching women’s property
rights, known as Stridhana, though mtroduced
about 2,000 years ago, have hardly yet been
excelled by any laws mn any country mn the
West  Mahomedan women also have long
enjoyed their share in the property of their male
relations, which 1s granted to them by their laws
But succeeding years in India checked woman’s
glory Our land became a prey to external
mvasion and internal strife, and mn the ceaseless
struggle that was waged, the cause of learmng,
and with 1t that of woman, was forced to the
wall  The arts of peace had no room to expand,
and, with the constant warfare that devastated
Indiain the seventeenth and eighteenth centures,
woman’s interests and education fell into a depth
of miserable neglect and suppression, from which
they are only now recovering

Fortunately there 1s no longer need to ask by
what means woman may rise to a higher and
nobler position The woman of the East, hike
the woman of the West, may depend on this,
that 1 the proper use of education les the
salvation of her sex As long as she 1s 1gnorant,
so long will she remain dejected, oppressed,
incapable of sharing man’s pursuits and 1deals
But educate her, help her to organize her efforts,
and she will respond to the changed environment
It 1s education and useful orgamzations that
alone can give true freedom and enlightenment.
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By means of women’s Associations woman has
gained in Europe and America, and should acquire
in the East, a broader outlook, wider interests, a
brighter, more generally useful attitude to hfe
than she has had in the past High and low,
rich and poor, all aie shaking themselves free
to a great extent fiom the lethaigy and n-
difference which seemed 1n past ages to envelop
them The movement 1s confined to no one
rank or creed, country or continent, its pro-
fessed aim 15 the uplifting of the feminine mental
and public status throughout the world In
this matter there can be no separation of the
interests of the sexes The good of woman 1s
the good of man Many famous men have
recognized the importance to the race of the
well-being of 1ts womenkind, and have agreed
that 1t 15 by the character of 1ts women that the
standard of a nation’s civilization 1s judged In
the word of Sheiidan, the well-known dramatist
“ Women governus, letus render them perfect
the more they are enlightened, so much the more
shall we be  On the cultivation of the mind of
women depends the wisdom of men ”

Only by education can a woman fit herself to
be the companion and mspiring helpmate of her
husband  Only by information can she gain the
ability to direct her children’s course and follow
their careers with loving, mntelligent sympathy
Therefore the women of every country should
feel 1t therr duty to seek the ghest culture
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within their reach, that they may be in truth the
moral and intellectual mothers of their children
The mother whose sons “get beyond her” m
information generally loses a certain amount of
influence over them The bond between her
and them cannot be so close and tender, unless
she, by her training, has fitted herself to be their
true comrade 1n things spiritual and mental, as
well as things material

That there 1s a dearth of female teachers in
India no one can deny At a meeting of the
Legislative Council of the United Provinces,
held n Aprl last, Mr De La Fosse, speaking
on behalf of the Government as to the m-
sufficiency of female teachers, said that the
difficulty lay with the people themselves, who
thought 1t beneath the dignity of the better class
of Indian women to eain their hving as teachers
We for our part have no hesitation n endorsing
this view  No Government 1n the world 1s per
fect, and we do not for a moment say that either
the British Indian Government or that of any
Native State 1s perfect But 1t must be admitted
that no Government, either native or foreign,
can make improvements without the hearty co-
operation of the people Therefore, we appeal
to the women of India, whether British subjects
or subjects of Native Rulers, to help the cause
of progress as much as hes in therr power

“It 1s through good education,” says Kant,
“ that all the good 1n the world arises ” An 1deal
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feminine education, leading to a wider, free1 hfe,
15 difficult to realize It must be one that will
prepare 1ts pupis for all human duties—those
of the household, as mother, daughter, wife, and
those of the State, as useful members of the com-
munity It must be practical as well as theoretical,
physiological as well as psychological India,
with her long centuries of philosophic teaching,
may find her methods somewhat prone to ab-
stractions, but she should remember that pure
mtellect 1s not all The education that unfits
a girl for the practical duties of the home 15 a
progression on totally wrong lnes, since the
majority of women will always be called upon to
direct household tasks Here, from the exper:-
ence of FEngland, the women of India may glean
a warning Beware of too literary an educa
tion! In Europe many women have directed
their energies so zealously to the intellectual
side, that the practical part of life 1s in danger
of being neglected, and the result 15 the over
crowding of certain careers 'There are many
manual occupations affording lght, pleasant,
skilled employment for women, which we shall
discuss 1n later chapters, but which at present
are disregarded n favour of exclusively mental
pursuits  Yet such callings, demanding the
supple manipulation and refinement of taste
which are woman’s innate attributes, would be
eminently suited to her Moreover, some women

are of a distinctly practical bent  They do not
2
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all mcline to mental work, and would often be
more happily engaged in something of an active
tendency Till lately, the fault in the average
higher education of Englishwomen has been
1ts unpractical nature, 1ts failure to inculcate the
organizing spirit, its neglect of physiology, 1its
small care for imparting the principles of hygiene
Its success has arisen from the fact that the
mental development, though advancing by leaps
and bounds, has not been allowed to interfere with
the physical well-being of the girl  The stature
of the gentler sex has been increasing latterly mn
England to a noticeable extent, and the physique
of the highly educated woman leaves little to be
desired  The woman question mn Europe and
America differs fundamentally from the Indian
one, because in Europe and America the surplus
population of single women has rendered 1t im-
perative for many widows and unmarried women
of the middle and lower classes to bestir them-
selves, and cease to be a burden upon ther
male relatives The desire for a wider sphere
of usefulness shows itself also among the well-
to-do, for never was there a time when larger
charitable schemes were set on foot, or more
done to relieve the lot of the poor and suffering
than now  What gentleness, pity, kindness
there 1s in the world to-day, 1s due largely to
woman, who has had the greatest share in stimu-
lating the progress of humanity 1n this direction
Under her guidance the homeless are sheltered,
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the sick made whole, the weak ones strengthened,
the fallen raised and cheered The amount of
honorary philanthropic work performed now is
larger than 1t has ever been before All this 1s
the result of the broader education of women,
and of their orgamzations

The question may be asked, “ Is woman equal
to the efforts required of her? Is she mentally
and physically capable of profiting by an educa-
tion as wide as that given to men?’ Here the
women of India, if the experience of their own
clever countrywomen be msufficient for them,
may accept certan of the conclusions arved at
regarding their sex 1n Europe and America, where
1t 1s more and more acknowledged that the
peculiarities of woman need prove no obstacle to
her advance 1n most branches requiring mtellect
or manual skill Woman’s brain 1s not propor-
tionately smaller than man’s at birth, and obser-
vations among races at a low stage of civihzation
show that the female brain differs mn size and
weight far less from that of the male than 1t does
among nations of higher cultuie, the deducible
conclusion being that the long centuries of care-
lessness and 1gnorance through which woman has
passed, may have prevented the normal evolution
of her mental faculties Though the average
female bramn 1s actually smaller than that of the
male, yet, if 1t be compared with the total
weight of the body, the female bramn will be
found relatively heavier As the case stands,
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however, woman 1s generally inferior to man mn
mental capacity Lombroso accords her only a
small place in the history of genius, but 1t must
not be forgotten that her peculiar training, n
which the faculties of feelng and sentiment,
rather than those of the understanding, have been
fostered, has probably made her yield the fore-
most rank to man 1n science, poetry, philosophy,
and the fine arts Similarly, woman’s physical
education has been neglected through long cen-
turies, and the laws of evolution have produced
their nevitable result m the comparative n-
feriority of the feminine physique

Those women who have been called upon to
rule have proved themselves equal to the noble
task In India Razia Begum, daughter of the
Sultan Altamsh, reigned at Delh1 after the
dethronement of her brother  Nurjehan, wife of
Jehangir, was so admired by her husband that
he made her the vutual ruler, and struck a
comage 1n herimage This Queen was not Lalla
Rookhcelebrated by Thomas Moore, as sometimes
supposed The present Begum of Bhopal may be
cited as another successful Moslem lady ruler
Ahalya Bai, who ruled over Holkar’s State
mn the eighteenth century, may be taken as a
model Hindu Queen In England the greatest
Empire the world has ever known has expanded
beneath a woman’s sway Indeed, the number
of successful Queens all over the world 1s
quite remarkable, so that i1t cannot be urged
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that women have no talent for responsible
work

Most of the gieat agitations for the bettering
of humanity have had a woman as their primary
mover In America, for mstance, Harret
Beecher Stowe was the orgamzer of the famous
struggle which ended 1n the abolition of slavery
In England Ehzabeth Fry devoted years of
unselfish toil to the improvement of the pesti-
lential prisons i which her countrymen and
women languished Therefore women must be
granted a capacity for social reform

Where women have hitherto failed 1s 1n orga-
nization This 1s as much the fault of thewr
traiming as of thewr false pride, which prevents
their seeking the co-operation of man A woman’s
household duties call for an independence of
action which develops individuality, but does not
foster umty of spirt, to acquue which, at least
during some generations to come, she must needs
have man’s co-operation

Inaccuracy as to technical and scientific detail
1s another defect n women, which militates
aganst thewr conduct of social and moral reform
movements Too much sentiment, too, 15
another weakness, a woman reasons from her
heart, not from her head, hence many of her
errors and difficulties Energy misdirected by
enthusiasm leads her to extremes, so that we
find 1n her the noblest heights of virtue, and,
on the other hand, as in the French Revolu-
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tion, the most appaling depths of vice Her
energy, moreover, 1s apt to be of an evanescent
quality “ A woman’s fitness comes by fits,”
says Shakespeare  These charactenstics are,
however, such as a practical, broad education
may with time eradicate, and then, with her
noble gifts of intuition, sympathy, earnestness,
moral mstinet, unselfishness, and tact, woman
would seem to have a glorious prospect of use-
fulness and happiness before her  But in the
meantime she cannot afford to do without the
aid of man’s business capacity

The difficulty with regard to woman’s educa-
tion 1s how to construct a scheme by which she
may, 1if called upon to do so, earn her hivelihood
or contribute actively to the betterment of her
fellow-creatures, without unfitting herself for the
allimportant duties of wifehood and mother-
hood This 15 a problem which 1s recognmized as
difficult of solution by modern saentists and
educationalists, who see clearly that to employ
woman 1 manual, or even intellectual, labour
unsuited to her sex 15 a terribly wasteful method
of carrying out the world’s work The 1deal
seems to be that women should seek out lines of
development i which they may make the most
of the special characteristics of their sex They
should abandon the old i1dea of following men
along the beaten tracks marked out in the past,
and they should try to devise occupations m
which their own peculiar excellences may have



DR CLOUSTON 23

full scope for exercise The differences between
the faculties of the sexes are fundamental In
some qualities man excels woman, in others
woman surpasses man “The special qualities,”
says Dr T S Clouston, “are complementary ”
There 1s no question of comparison of worth, both
are requisite for the welfare of the world Emnu-
nent scientists declare that the past history of
woman and the experience of the race should
be taken imnto account before rushing blindly
into any advanced scheme of feminine develop-
ment , and, above all, 1t should be kept well m
mind that to encourage the professional career to
the exclusion of the domestic hife 1s a movement
on wrong lines No doubt, 1t 1s a hard case to
decide, and would appear to 1mpose on woman
the duties of a twofold education, the one fitting
her for wifehood and motherhood, and the other
rendering her capable, n case of necessity, of
earning her lhivellhood outside the home arcle
The only conclusion that can at present be
airived at 1s that extremes are dangerous, that
no general rules can safely be laid down for
woman’s education, but that the needs of the
individual should be carefully studied, and
changes imposed only after dihgent observation,
and 1 a scientific spint  There would appear,
according to European and American educational
authorties, no reason why girls’ education should
not at first proceed on a plan identical with that
of boys, but only for a certain time Afterwards
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it should be continued on a different system,
which would take into account the psychological
peculiarities of their sex

In the State of Baroda there 1s compul-
sory primary education, with mixed vernacular
schools, which both sexes attend up to a certain
age As stated in the Baroda Admmistration
Report for 1908-9, the people of the Antyaj,
o1 depressed classes, have denved considerable
benefit from the compulsory primary education
system  In the other higher girls schools 1n
Baroda such subjects as embroidery, drawing,
cooking, plain needlewoik, etc, are taught, in
addition to the usual curniculum A board-
mg-house for gunl-students mn connection with
thc Femalc Tiaming College has also been
started, and a number of scholars have taken
advantage of 1t

The education of women 15 a cause which
the Maharaja of Baroda has particularly at
heart At the annual general meeting of the
Bombay Simtary Association, held last Apnl,
the Mahaiaja spoke of the shaie that the
people themselves, and especially the women,
must take in therr own uphfting, and he
emphasized the fact that the training of women
was the allimportant object after which to
stive He said “Our only weapon 1s educa-
tion—education of women, because 1t 1s their
part to influence home-life, and to fashion future
generations, and education of our ignorant
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masses 1n the ample teachings of elementary
samtation and hygiene It 15 msufhaent
to teach boys and girls how to read, write, and
cipher We must deal with their lives n then
homes For that purpose I appeal to the
educated portion of the community, and to the
natural leaders of the people, to et the example,
and, by personal practice and precept, teach
their backward neighbours how to lead hygieme
hives I advocate education ”

The practical trend which education should
take 1f 1t 15 to be of any real good to the nation
15 fully recogmzed by Queen Mary who beheves
fiimly that the moral and physical well-being
of her countiy 15 dependent on the proper
education ot 1ts childien, a task which 15 mainly
in the hands of women Her Majesty thinks
that every girl’s education ought to mclude some
study of domestic science and domestic arts, by
which a traned and experienced head of the
household would take the place of the now oftcn
meffictent mistress Women arc too apt to pro-
ceed simply by “rule of thumb, but 1t 15 hoped
that the establishment of an institution, with the
express purpose of tramning them in the saence
of the household, will do much to change old,
wrregular, traditional methods A sum of
£100,000 15 bemg subscribed to endow a Uni-
versity of Domestic Science, which 1s to be
provided with a staff’ of professors and lecturers
on such subjects as chemistry, hygiene, economics,
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physiology It 1s to be a residential Unmiversity
for women students, and 1ts many influential
patrons hope that Queen Mary’s Hostel, as 1t 1s
to be called, will prove one of the most effective
monuments of this Coronation year

The important réle that Enghshwomen have
played in the furtherance of female education in
India has perhaps been scarcely emphasized so
strongly as 1t deserves It 1s acknowledged that
the largest number of lady graduates in India
come from Bengal, and 1t 15 mteresting to note
that the earhest attempt to educate Hindu
women m Bengal was not made by the State,
but the entire ciedit 15 due to two Enghsh-
women, who, in 1819, more than a generation
before the Indian UUmversities were established,
first tiied to elevate the condition of Indian
women The names of these ladies, Lady Amherst
and Miss Cook, the two pioneers of female
education 1in India, show what women can do
to benehit membeis of therr own sex, even
though differing fiom them 1n rehigion, race, and
language

The Indian 1deal of womanhood differs from
that prevalent mm Europe and America, and,
therefore, the methods of education to be
adopted for our countrywomen will naturally
differ accordingly But the aim of all education
should be to teach the pupil to apply her ac-
quired knowledge to the pursuits of daily hfe, to
fit her, not wunfit her, for the position she will
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have to fill It 1s systematic tramming alone—
training begun n the most elementary stages of
her development—which can accomplish this
The 1deal which many Western thinkers now
set before them, and the all-powerful factor
which they hold education to be, are well and
concisely set forth in the following words of
one of England’s most progressive writers,
Mr H G Wells

“We want to mwvigorate and remvigorate
education We want to cieate a sustamed
effort to the perpetual tendency of all educational
organuzations towards classicalism, secondary
1ssues, and the evasion of life

“We want to stimulate the expression of Iife
through art and literature, and 1ts exploration
through research

“We want to make the best and finest
thought accessible to every one, and more
particularly to create and sustan an enormous
free criticism, without which art, lhteiature,
and research alike degenerate into tradition or
1mposture

“Then all the other problems which are now
so msoluble—destitution, disease, the difficulty of
maimtaining 1nternational peace—the scarcely
faced possibility of making hfe generally and
continually beautiful —become easy 7

In some of the following chapters we propose
to deal with a few professions m which 1t would
appear from the experience of England that
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women by better organmzation might carve out
a future for themselves in particular and for
their s¢x 1 general In this there nced be no
question of actual comparison with man, no
thought of surpassing, or even of equalling, him
The highest aim of woman’s education should be
to fit her to work freely and bravely with man ,
or 1if not with him, then alongside him, for the
benefit of the human race The spiritual side of
woman’s nature 1s the complement of the material
side ot man’s  Hitherto these faculties have
often been separate, or even at varlance Who
can tell what the combmation of the two,
working together in pertect harmony, may not
achieve ?  Likewise in the adaptation of certain
Western o1ganizations to Eastern requirements
the abstract niture of India may find the leaven
of the practical nature of England prove bene-
fiaal to her people, and the coming age may see
m their happy union the dawn of a bnighter day
It would raise the position of Indian women n
public Iife, and thus help the great forward move-
ment m India which most cultured men and
women there have at heart



CHAPTER I1

PROFESSIONS TOR WOMEN

‘ He that hath 1 trade hath an estate, and he that hath 1
calling hath a place of profit and honour A ploughman
on his legs 1s higher than a gentleman on his hnees —
FraNkLIN

WHEN so many callings are now attiacting
women’s attention, 1t might not be amiss, betfore
considering 1n detail the chief of the more novel
professions open to them, to note briefly the
general conclusions arrived at concerning their
success or fallure 1n such occupations as engage
their activities at present
First of all, 1t should be observed that the task of
improving woman’s position must be undertaken
by woman herself If she desires a higher and
securer condition, she must work out her own
salvation So far women, even 1n the West, have
not been resourceful enough 1n seehing out special
lines for themselves They have been too content
to follow one track, so that Europe and America
are swamped with poorly paid governesses and
half-educated girl-clerks For such want of
29
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ongmahty their education 15 partly to blame
Their traiming has been far too abstract, too
intellectual , 1t moves on a umform plane, for-
getting that feminine character 1s as diverse as
the masculine, that some girls have a practical
bent, others an artistic or mtellectual tendency,
which, if fostered, would produce good results
Even for the sake ot the added enthusiasm with
which anything off the beaten track can be
pursued, 1t 1s worth while to look about for fresh
spheres of action 'Therefore, in our detaled
discussion of the various professions we shall omt
practically all account of the stereotyped ways
i which an Indian woman may get a hiving, and
pass on to consider other callings which she, by
means of organization, might divert partially or
entirely to her own profit

In this connection, a great aid to women’s
work 1n India would be the establishment of a
Central Society, with the object of studying the
fluctuation of supply and demand in different
occupations mm various Indian Provinces, to
collect information as to new and nteresting
hines available for women, and to raise the general
level of efhciency, by giving precise details as to
how a special training could be obtained by those
who are unqualiied Such a Society could also
use every effort to raise the standard of women’s
salaries, and might, i addition, act as a Registry
to bring 1ts clhents nto touch with suitable
employers Certain Associations in London give
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gratuitous advice about women’s work, and even
have loan funds for apprentices o1 traimng-fees,
which are granted under conditions to those who
desire to enter on a course of professional educa-
tion, for which they have not the necessary
means at then disposal After employment
has been obtammed, these loans are repaid 1n
mstalments by the 1ecipients Another society
for promoting the employment of gentlewomen
has, as well as a free registry, a central depot for
the sale of work, mncluding garden and dairy
produce of all kinds, and cven jams, cakes,
sweets, etc

There 1s a quant old Westein saying,
apphicable alike to either sex of all nations,
“There are no foolish trades, only foolish
people,” and this brings us to the question of
womans capacity m the various branches
which she 15 engaged Hitheito, for reasons
not altogether due to her own fault, she has
frequently been lacking m efhaency, the mam
cause being that the majority of women arc not
educated with any earnest intention of gaimng
a hvelihood In India matrimony 1s the goal of
all, for which no serious preparation 15 deemed
necessary Even m the West, only a small
minority expend any ingenuity in choosing out
an ongmal career for themselves, and pursue
their training with the same zeal as that which
the boy devotes to his apprenticeship, or to
his course of professional study This want of
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definite purpose in women 1s the rock on which
they have hitherto sphit In England many
methods have been adopted to remedy the evil,
and to fit girls for their several walks 1n hfe
Such are Science and Art Classes, Techmcal Art
Schools, classes of mnstruction in manual train-
mg, cookery, needlewoik, dressmaking, basket-
making, lace-making, gardening, wood-carving,
metal-work , lectures on such subjects as bee-
keeping and poultry-rearing , Domestic Economy
Schools, Day Trade Schools, where girls aie
taught the latest method n diessmaking, up
holstery, photography, etc  In the latter schools
the system resembles an apprenticeship, and, after
a two years’ course, the pupils are supposed to be
capable of taking a beginner s post, and com-
menang to earn a salary  Various scholarships
are offered at these classes to assist the cleverer
students To the leainer the result of the
suentific method adopted m teaching the trades,
15 a thorough and more speedy mastery of the
subject

The question of salaries 15 a much-vexed
theme, for there 15 no doubt that women s wages
are, as a rule, smaller than would be paid to men
for the same quality of work The remedy,
perhaps, hes 1n efhciency and piroper orgamza-
tion, by which women may get the control of
certain industries more 1n their own hands than
they have ever done, or tried to do, before
Women have not as yet the faculty of banding
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together for the protection of their interests
They are more apt to work individually, and
accept the present conditions as incapable of
mmprovement But when 1t 15 found that they
are able to execute really good work, and able
also to combine to pirevent the undue exploita-
tion ‘of their services, 1t 15 more likely that the
higher salaries will be forthcoming

Education, orgamzation, speclahzation—the
women of India who puipose entering on any
career of usefulness, will find these threc points
essential to their success 1n hife



CHAPTER III
AGRICULTURE

“And he gave 1t for his opimon that whoever could make
two ears of corn or two blades of grass to grow upon a spot
of ground wheie only one grew before would deserve better
of mankind, ind do more essentiil service to his country, than
the whole race of politicians put together —Swiri

As 1n India about 70 per cent of the popula-
tion Iive by agriculture, we take up this calling
fust for consideration Can women be employed
m agriculture ¢ Women will probably never be
efhaent substitutes for men 1n the hard manual
labowr necessary on a farm, and many of the
duties connected with management of live stock
are manifcstly unsuited to them, but 1if they have
had the proper theoretical and practical traming,
there are numerous other ways in which their
services are invaluable They can aid with
counsel and 1deas, and, 1f orderly and competent,
would be capable of undertaking the entire
superintendence and commercial direction, -
cluding book-keeping, distribution of produce,

etc  In few other callings 1s there greater scope
34
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for a woman possessed of practical business
mstincts

The advantages of agriculture as a profession
for women are mainly two

1 The healthy nature of the life,, and

2 The fact that its adoption need be no
hindrance to carrymg on the duties of wife and
mother

In this calling, as n all others, efficency de-
pends on well-systematized mnstruction  To suc-
ceed, a technical education, practical as well as
scientific, 15 essential, and naturally those who 1n
childhood have been accustomed to hife on a
farm will have a great advantage over city-
dwellers 'T'o aid those who wish to take up this
profession, schools of agricultuie have been
formed in England, where the various subjects,
such as rearing of cattle and game, darying,
veterinary science, study of the soil, horticulture,
and domestic economy 1n geneiral aie taught
Poultry-keeping and bee-keeping are also 1n-
cluded among the subjects studied, and the
scientific methods adopted in such work have
met with wonderful success But beforc con-
sidering these colleges propei, it might be well
to make some suggestions as to the advisability
of awakening a love of rural occupations at a
much earher age than that reached by the
students of such colleges It 15 among school
children, first of all, that the love of agriculture
should be fostered, especially in the country dis-
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tricts If young girls were taught the love of
country life, the benefits to health of labour on
the land, they would be less prone to turn their
thoughts to exclusively intellectual purswuits, and
would think of work connected with the soil as
strengthening and ennobling, not degrading If
in the elementary teaching 1n rural districts the
subject-matter of the 1eading, wrting-lessons,
etc, could be of an agricultural nature, the pupils
would naturally from childhood imbibe an in-
clmation towards that form of life, and would
acquire information mn easy fashion In many
schools 1in England the subject of hoiticulture 1s
made a part of the usual routine  Each girl has
a gaiden, varying 1n shape and size, i1n which she
cultn ates, under a teacher’s direction, whatever
plants, flowers, fruits, vegetables, she chooses
Once a year a horticultural exhibition 1s orgamized,
and prizes are given for the best displays

A good scheme has already been adopted in
the Primary Schools 1n the Central Provinces of
India In the rural schools there 1s now
practice a half-time system under which pupils
are only taught from 7 to 10 a m, so that during
the remainder of the day they may assist theiwr
parents 1 field-work  The course of study
embraces reading, writing, arithmetic, accounts,
geography (taught mn a practical manner, begin-
ning with the wvillage where the pupil hves),
simple land measurements, and agriculture Each
school has a garden, and the reading-books
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employed deal chiefly with agrcultural sub-
jects

A similar plan mught be adopted throughout
India as a means of furthering agricultural train-
ing among girls  There might be (1) a theoietic
course, consisting of lectures, dictation, essays on
essential points, the subjects varying according to
the district  For instance, in a pait where dairy
produce was a prominent local feature, particula
attention mlght be given to that section, n
another where grapcs abounded, the cultuie of
the vine might be made a speciality

(2) A practical comse, given m 1 school-
garden, on the culture of vegetables and other
kitchen-garden produce, on the use of chemical
manures, etc

(8) To foster the business faculty so necessary
to run a farm successfully, the older pupils might
be taught to keep an inventory each term ot the
entire expenses, profit and loss  Such tramming
would be of the highest possible benefit

In France, near Biarnitz, vast farms are culti-
vated to some profit cntirely by women On
some, young girls are employed, who have been
sent there from various reformatories o1 charitable
mstitutions, and the moral effect upon ther
character has been found to be excellent

For those women who aspire to become pro-
prietors or managers of a large faim advanced
knowledge 1s necessary The duties of this post
are exceedingly varied, including direction of the
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labourers, oversight of the cooking and domestic
arrangements, and management of the financial
part of the business To be a first-rate super-
mtendent a woman should, therefore, in addition
to a knowledge of agniculture proper and of
dairying, possess a thorough grasp of the primn-
ciples of hygiene, of the construction and internal
organization of the dwelling, and a knowledge
of first aid 1n case of wounds or acadent  The
subject of hygiene 15 one of the highest import-
ance, and one of which great ignorance prevails
among certain classes in India  Cleanhness can-
not be too strongly urged, both with regard to
the amimals, where thc want of 1t 15 one of the
most frequent causes of failure, and also with
regard to the persons of the workers, their
clothes, food and habits In the dwelling
the princples of hygiene, with reference to
pure air and cleanliness, aie absolutely neces-
sary to success In matters of this nature a
womans surveillance necd not be inferior to a
man’s

DarryINc of course can be taken up separately
and run at a profit entuely by women Men’s
assistance 1n the roughest pait of the labour
would be desirable, but in the manufacture of
butter and of ghee (clarified butter), in the
milking and distribution of the milk, the control
can rest wholly in the hands of women Butter
1s most profitable when undertaken on quite a
large scale, as in the large creameries of Great
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Britain  That this industry 1s remarkably smted
to women 1s proved by the example of Denmark,
essentially a butter-producing country, which
employs women n a large majority to carry on
its dairy-work

The method of disposing and packing of dany
produce 1s the crucial test of good manigement
One of the best modes of running a dany and
poultry farm at a profit 15 to woik up 1 regula
chentele by post  'The Value Payable system of
the Indian Postal Department gives the Indian
dairy keeper better facility than in England  An
energetic Hindu mustress of alarge farm situated
not too far fiom a town, could thus creite quite
a wide demand for hampers contumng butter,
ghee and honey, and in time mught find herselt
the head of an extensive and flourishing source
of supply The Mahomedan mistress might add
fowl and eggs to this hist of supplies Fums
even on a linited scile cwn be made to pry to
an appreciable extent but though thc beginning
may be modcst, 1t 15 by quantity that profits ue
made The small firm will bung in 2 hving,
but fortunes can only be achieved 1f industres
are established on a wider footing

A co-operative scheme for transporting the
produce of small farms to the consumers would
be an enterprise well worth considering ~ Such an
organization would require to be of vast dimen-
sions, but would be an mestimable boon to the
small landowner  Another project which would
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benefit the 1solated woman farmer 1s that adopted
by the Enghsh County Counals, which send
women mto the country districts to teach the
farmers’ wives the best and newest systems of
butter-making at no cost to those instructed
Competitions for prizes are held among them,
and are keenly contested

In England there are various dairy-schools,
where everything connected with dairying 1s
taught Umversity College, Reading, 15 an
agricultural college, which has m connection
with 1t the Brtish Dairy Institute, where
courses of three months, six months, one year,
or two years may be taken in dairying, the latter
course being necessay to gain the College
Diploma m dairying, and to prepare students
as darry teachers and managers of dairy farms
or creameries The subjects usually studied 1n
agricultural courses include agricultuie, botany,
chemistry, zoology, geology, meteorology, physics,
mensuration, surveying, and book-keeping After
the termmation of then professional trainng,
students are advised to join an agricultural union,
which has a paper, a library, lectures, and other
means of instruction, to keep them abreast of
the times Such a umon 1s the “Womens Agn
cultural and Horticultuial International Union,”
an nternational league for women engaged n
agriculture and horticulture, and affihated to the
National Union of Women Workers The aim
of this umon, as set forth in the Report of the
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Second International Congress on Women’s
Work and Institutions,* 1s

1 To form a link between women of all
countries who are engaged, as professionals or
amateurs, m farming, darying, rearing of
poultry, bee-keeping, cultme of flowers and
fruit, development of land, forests, and manage-
ment of estates

2 To pubhsh useful information, and to
compare the methods of different countnies and
distiicts

8 To give advice as to how to dispose of
the produce, and to bring members into touch
with suitable employers or employees Members
may consult each other, and valuable advice
may thus be obtained from persons residing n
quite another country as to the prospects of
starting there

4 To endeavour to maintain a proper standard
of women’s wages 1n this branch of work

PouLTRY-KEEPING 15 another section of farm-
ing which can be made to pay i1t woiked on
thoroughly busmess lines At first, advertise-
ment 15 the only method of working up a large
connection , afterwards, when success has been
achieved, recommendation partly takes the place
of advertisement This calling has for women
the same advantage as that of farming or
darrying—: ¢, 1t need not take them from the
duties of their own home

* Vol i, p 605
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HorTicur TURE 15 an allied branch of farming
to which women mght devote their attention
on a larger scale  To increase the profits,
several women might umite and combmne the
business of kitchen and nursery gardens with
that of poultry- and bee-keeping, dairying, the
manufacture of chutneys, bottling of fruts,
pickles, etc  Such an enterprise, 1if started mn a
tavourable locality, might develop into a huge
store for the dehvery of dawry and garden
produce

Horticultute requires an all-tound practical
tramming of at least two years’ duration, such
as may be obtained m England at Swanley
Horticultural College, Kent  In this mstitution
a knowledge of busmness routine 1s 1mparted, as
well as a saentific education—instruction 1n
botany, agriculture, chemistry, geology, horti-
culture, poultry- and bee-keeping, dary-work,
land surveying, entomology, and book-keeping
There would seem to be an opening for women
of artistic sensc and orgamzing capacty as
landscape gardencrs In this most interesting
domam a knowledge of architecture 1s useful,
to insure that the garden shall be laid out 1n
a style conformable to the house Also an
acquaintance with the growth and management
of trees 1s desirable A woman who has been
through the proper traming would have to plan
the garden and carry out the entire scheme from
start to fimsh When a connection with the
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leading architects was once obtamned, 1t 1s
probable that the woman landscape-gardene:
would find herself able to employ a staff of
assistants under her to execute her projects
She might open an extensive nursery business mn
connection with the work of consultation, and
herself supply the plants and libour required

Women could also start jobbing-gaidening on
a considerable scale  With a nursery garden as
a basis from which to furnish the necessary
plants, they could undertake the keeping in
order of fruit, flower, and vegetable gardens, and
would probably be found a great mmprovement
on the ordmary labourer By co-operating 1n
numbers the business mught be made to pay
better than 1t otheirwise would

In connection with nursery gaidening, a
profitable trade could be organized as florist in
adjacent towns In this calling a woman’s deft
fingers and taste m the fashioning ot bouquets
and flower garlands, malas, ctc, ate unrivalled
Moreover, a fresh branch of this industry might
be opened up m the shape of floral table and
house decoration for weddings and festivities of
all kinds To the business of florist could 1n
time be added that of seed merchant, which 1s
clean, hight, healthy, and exceedingly suited to
women If all these allied lines were grouped
together—market and nursery gardemng, land-
scape and jobbing gardeming, florist, seed
merchant, also jam- and pickle-making, fruit-
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bottling, vegetable-preserving, etc —in one large
concern under one proprietress or manageress,
with each department organized by a capable
head, the result would probably be much more
satisfactory than if each section were worked
separately by individual owners Considerable
capital would be necessary for the start, possibly
sufthaent to mantain the origmators for two, or
even three, years until the scheme was fairly
launched as a going concern after that, if con-
ducted on busminess hnes, a good profit and a
practical monopoly of the work of the district
might reasonably be expected

To show the means by which capital for
such an enterprise might be obtained, and the
value of co-operation m farming projects, we
may quote a passage trom Sir Theodore
Mornson’s ““Industrial Orgamzation of an Indian
Province ”

“The co-operative movement can hardly be
said to have yet begun in India At present
the Indian cultivator does not see the desira-
bility of the objects for which European peasants
usually associate Most of all, he 1s 1gno-
1ant of the superior etheiency of co-operation n
mdustnal or commercial operations When once
the co-operative spirit has taken root, 1t 1s very
probable that the Indian villager will realize that
he may develop the trade in gk (clarfied butter)
with great advantage to himself Pure gl 1s
dificult to get in Indian towns, it 1s for the
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most part scandalously adulterated by means
most offensive to high caste Hindus In the
manufacture of good g/z on co-operative prin-
ciples, there 1s an opening for co-operative dany-
ing which has in Europe often proved to be the
beginning of a far reaching co-operative move-
ment But these openmgs are not hkely to be
used until the Indian cultivator has learned by
experience the value of association 1t 1,
therefore, to co-operative village banks that we
must look to teach the cultivator the virtue of
co-operation It 1s reported that Sir Horacc
Plunkett has declared that it he had to begin
his economic work in Iieland over agamn he
would begin with village banks In India the
ground 1s already prepared for the foundation
of small co-operative banks, the willager 1s
fully conscious of his need for capital to buy
bullocks or seed, and he 1s pamfully awaie of
the burden imposed upon him by the village
moneylender If he can be got to realize that
by association he may borrow, not perhaps as
much as he wants, but as much as his fellow
villagers think good for him, the foundation
may be laid of a genuine co-operative move-
ment, which will easily extend to co-operative
buying and the mamntenance of co-operative
industries At present the obstacles to this
movement are not either legal or economic, but
moral, and the great virtue of the co operative
movement 1s that it educates m thnft and self-
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reliance at the same time as 1t prowvides the
desired capital At the heart of every economic
problem lies a moral problem, and the surest cure
of economic evils 1s one which gives the people
the means of overcoming their troubles them-
selves  The expeiience of Europe seems to show
that co-operative banks are such a means, and
there 1s, therefore, no nobler or more genumely
patriotic work to be done mn India than to teach
the people to organze village associations upon
the principle of mutual ciedit ”*  The women of
India, who propose to adopt agiiculture as a
profession, would do well to note these hints on
the value of co operation

Edition 1906, pp 170-1
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HOMF PRO1FSSIONS

¢ Is the hking for outside ormaments—for pictures or
statues, or furmiture, or architecture—a moral quality » Yes,
most surely, 1f a rightly set hking  Taste for any picturcs or
statues 1s not a moral qualty, but taste for good ones 1s
To teach taste 1s inevitably to form character —RuskiN

AMoNc the callings open now to women In
India, scarcely any are entirely under feminme
control The result 15 that woman, as a rule, sel-
dom gets a chance to show her business capacity
Men aie at the head of all branches of industry
which employ women, and therefore, 1f even a
small proportion of the 160,000,000 women 1n
India are to earn a hivelihood, which 15 to be any-
thing more than a meie pittance, the key to
success will lie 1n taking energetic measures to
qualify Indian women, so as to enable them to
co-operate with their fathers, brothers, and hus
bands As long as man has the monopoly of the
direction of every concern, 1t 15 only natural that
woman’s nterests should not receive as much
attention as they ought But there 15 no reason
47
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why women should always be unable to co-
operate with men There are several branches
of employment which would seem peculiarly
their work  Their aim, then, should be to seek
out those callings for which by nature and
traiming they feel themselves best adapted, so
that by combination and organization with men
they may, in time, be so qualified as to be at
least co directors with them

Why, for example, should the many bianches
of work connected with the home 1est so largely
in the hands of men? It was not always thus,
for 1in primitive mgratory times 1t was woman’s
task to carry the tent from place to place, and,
later on, to build the hut i which the family
dwelt It seems a strange thing that nowadays
only when the house 1s fimished, when the archi-
tect has designed the plan, when the builders and
workmen have done their pait, when an army ot
upholsterers and other operatives have had their
say, and the house 1s fully equipped from floor to
ceilling, does woman step in and do her best to
render 1t habitable Granted that a man must
build the house, but 1t 1s only the deft touch of
a woman that can make that house a home
“Taste,” says W R Lowell, “1s the next gift to
genus” We may go even farther and say that
In many women 1t amounts to gemus Why,
then, when her mmgenuity and artistic skill mn such
domestic matters have been always admittedly
superior to man’s, should she not endeavou to
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push her way in this direction, and make an
effort to get at least the decoration and furnish-
ing of the home under her control ? To promote
such a scheme on a large scale would require
considerable organmization and capital The tech-
nical and scientific knowledge possessed by
Indian women would have to undeigo a vast
improvement, but the field affords great scope for
their artistic and practical tilent, and an almost
unlimited outlet for labour of feminme bran and
hand

To start at the very begmning—the profession
of DomEsTIC ARrcHIILC1 18 1tself exceedingly n-
teresting, and one which Indian women might,
in part, very well take up  The overught of the
workmen would have to beleft to men, nor could
women very well climb the scaffolding to superin-
tend the progress of the building, but the diawing
of the plans and the details could casily be done
by our women 1f they made it the subject of a
course of professional study  There 15, however,
no need for women to undertike the entire
aichitecture of the house 'There 15 ample room
for their talent in designing portions of thc n
terior—such as useful wall-cupboards, mouldings,
friezes, ornamental designs for doors and windows,
and the general decorative details of construction
Such tramning as the architectural profession
affords would also be invaluable to them 1n the
decoration of public buildings —a department

which might be left to a great extent n their
4
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hands It 1s highly improbable that women will
for a long time enjoy the public confidence suffi-
ciently to succeed as architects, but there would
seem to be no reason whatever to prevent them
from prospering 1n some of the sections of this
most mteresting profession In buildings devoted
to charitable purposes, round Hindu temples and
Moslem mosques, there 1s ample scope for
women’s talent The artistic decoration of temples
during great fairs 15 a business which 1n India
would employ thousands of women
In the trade of House DEcora1iNG and Fur

NISHING a number of women should umte, each
taking up a separate section  This 15 absolutely
necessary to msure thoroughness, as the scope 1s
so vast that no one woman could possibly master
all 1its branches Here, as 1n most other callings,
specrahization 1s the secret of success 'The head
of such an enteiprise must be a person possessed
of thorough business principles m combination
with a knowledge and love of art It 15 no easy
thing to deal with the countless array of work-
people whose services are necessary to equip the
“ House Beautiful,” nor 1s 1t a simple matter to
please the idiosyncrasies of the clients, who n
affars relating to household furmshing are
notoriously hard to manage A woman, “to be
excellent 1n this way, requires a great knowledge
of character, with that exquisite tact which feels
unerringly the right moment when to act ” The
possession of such tact, however, has always been
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one of woman’s chief assets, therefore this side of
business ought to prove one in which she will be
facile princeps

The next general requisite, after business prin-
ciples, 1s a traiming 1n the theoretical part of the
work, 1n the history of architecture, and of furm-
ture and design For this there should be
classes and lectuies as well as private study An
artistic traming 1n the varous branches of textile
design 15 1 1tself a separate career, and would
employ thousands of women When one looks
at the mmfimte variety of design required for
carpets, rugs, tapestiies, hinen, and house furnish-
ings of all kinds, 1t 15 easy to recognize the vast
field open to those women who are possessed of
artistic talent and originahity Even mn England
the greater part of this work 15 at present
executed by men, in India woman’s shire leaves
much room for improvernent

Furniture-designing and carving 15 2 trade
which there 15 a good opening for the skilled
woman worker It 1s one in which both brun
and hand are kept busy, and those who have a
love of art will find it a most congemal employ-
ment Much carving 1s of course done now by
machinery, but hand-work 1s still highly prized,
and, as an artistic product, 1s naturally far
superior The practical part of the upholstery
trade 1s also highly suitable for women’s fingers

House-decorating 15 by no means an easy
trade  There are many things to be learnt
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before even the elements of the business can
be carried through successfully, but 1t 1s an
occupation which has the charm of nfinite
variety, and one 1n which business capacity has
wonderful room for exerase Customers require
good work as well as economical work, therefore
the woman who can combine sharp commercial
mstinets with an artistic sense and the power of
managing operatives 1s the one to prosper n
house-decoration

As regards the sale of upholstery and furm-
ture, 1t 15 a branch eminently adapted to women,
and one which, hke house-decoration, requires
considerable experience before proficiency can
be attained The different styles and periods
of furmture must all be famihar, and, as has
been samid before, a knowledge of the history
of architecture 15 necessary to cairy out high-
class work  Connected with this section theie
15 the trade mm antique furmtwe, which might
very well be added to the lst of the woman-
furmsher’s enterprises Theie 1s a nising demand,
not for the brand-new products of the modern
worhshop, but for objects that have been mel
lowed by the hand of time To make money
m this line one must be able to recogmze a
genuine article when one sees 1t, and must have
the faculty of striking a good bargain Thus,
many valuable old pieces of carving, silver, furm-
ture, prints, coms, lace, crockery, intaghos,
bronzes, engravings, etc, may be secured and
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sold at a handsome profit The 1estoring and
renovating of antique furniture 1s a very paying
side of the trade, but great caie should be
taken not to encourage mn any way the too
prevalent practice of “faking” To start a
business 1n antiques, a woman would do best
to take up one or two special lines only, which
would tewch her the details of the trade, the
methods of treating with both seller and cus-
tomer, and the policy of disposimmg quickly of
the goods purchased In this way, by gradually
adding other clisses of goods to the list, she
might become an expeit m ait-dealmg—a
business 1n which large fortunes aie to be gamned
A peculiar temperament 15 necessary for such
work, and a traming not of one, two, or even
three years, but constant, unceasing study of
art-values m the paiticular branch which she
may elect to take up Here, again, specialization
15 recommended, though, of course, several
branches may be combmed A woman art-
dealer might wortk mn scvard ways  She nught
buy generally to scll at 1 profit, o1 she might
sell the work of aitists on commission, o,
having formed a connection among purchasers,
she might obtamn for them to order articles to
suit their individual requuements It 1s readily
comprehensible that a keen cutical faculty 15
absolutely indispensable mn this profession, but,
given the true collector’s temperament, the
occupation 1s most congenial, and indeed, often
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of enthralling interest Like most things con-
nected with the artistic side of the home, it
requires a hard business head as well as a love
of the beautiful Capital, of course, 1s a sine qua
non, but to make a living a large business house
1s not necessary A small establishment can be
made to realize handsome profits It 1s a pursuit
which may be taken up as a hobby, and continued
to great pecuniary advantage

To descend from the decoration of the home
to the less artistic sphere of culinary matters,
there 15 one most striking fact which confronts
us—that whereas 1t 15 woman who spends the
greater part of her Life in the kitchen, yet man,
who 15 1gnorant of most of the processes and
occupations of that domain of housekeeping, 1s
the very one who has to design the apphances
for carrying out her wortk  The fault must have
lamn with woman herself She has not hitherto
shown much mventive faculty But 1t 1s a
subject well woith her consideration The man
who first thought of inserting a small piece of
indiarubber at the end of a tin case 10und a lead
pencil amassed a fortune There 1s a golden
harvest awaiting the clever housewife who can
mvent httle labour-saving contrivances for the
household, which may look so simple, yet have
never before been put mnto practice

Furnmture-removing might also be undertaken
as a department of the trade of house-furnishing,
and other branches might be mcorporated, as
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experience showed their suitabihty If women
combined to run an establishment such as this,
providing all things connected with the equip-
ment of the home, they might either work 1t as a
private concern, or 1t mught be turned mnto a
large co-operative store, similar to the Englhsh
Societies registered on the Co operative Union,
in which the shares bear 1 fixed rate of interest,
and the net profits, with a few reservations for
bonuses to employees, contnibutions to reseive
funds, etc, are divided among members and
customers mn proportion to the amount of goods
purchased at the store

Yet another pursuit may be included with all
the foregong—that of Housr aND Estatr
AGENT  Thisis a calling which, though scarcely
touched as yet by women, even mm England,
affords great possibilities for the exercise of the
tact and talent of Indian womnen, and 15 certainly
one 1 which therr mtimate knowledge of the
working of the home will stand them 1n good
stead The fust bianch, in which a woman
must enlist masculine co-operation, 1n order to
gamn experience, 15 that of rent-collecting She
must see that rents are collected regularly every
month, choose new tenants, dismiss the old,
keep houses in repair, pay rates and taxes for the
landlord, and look after the entire interests of the
property To complete these duties ethuently,
she must have a considerable knowledge of
valuations, of book-keeping, of the laws referring
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to house-property, especially such as deal with
the sale of estates, leases of houses and ground,
agreements between landlord and tenant, etc
She must be able to keep a register of houses
and estates, must be acquainted with the work
of building and decorating, that she may be able
to keep a businesslhihe eye upon the repairs
which may be necessary, and she must also
know the value of furmiture and fittings This
latter qualification 15 necessary mn case of the
letting of furmshed houses, when she would have
to estunate the value of the damage, if any, done
by the temporary tenant

In the woik of rent-collecting the educated
woman has a great oppoitumty of introducing
improvements 1 housing and hygiene If she
has the entne control of a large property, she
will find ample room to exercise her scientific
knowledge of sanmitation, and in her imntercourse
with the tenants, when these are of the poorer
classes, she can do much to instil into them the
punciples of hygiene To this end a course of
study i samtation 1s most helpful, and there 1s
abundant mformation to be had nowadays in
books and pamphlets on sanitaiy appliances

The occupation 15 one that has the manitest
advantage of requining little capital for a start
Busmess mtiative and tact mm deahng with
clients are the main requisites There are dozens
of Indian lady graduates who cannot possibly
all expect to find posts as teachers and com-
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panions In a country of puwda our University
women might with great advantage try then
abilities 1n this direction  The 1ilhiterate Ghatak:
(female negotiator of Hindu marriages) has fairly
ousted her male rival (Ghatak) by taking advan-
tage of the purda system at Calcutta  The
Ghataki now bimgs about more Hindu matri-
monial alhances at the Indian capitu than the
Ghatak, who, until twenty years ago had held
for centuries the monopoly as agent of Cupid
It this proves anything, 1t shows that theic 1s
ample room fo1 all sorts of women-workers behind
the purda



CHAPTER V
ARTS AND CRAITS

“In the hfe of the aitist there need be no hour without
its pleasure No other business offers 1 man his daily bread
upon such joyful terms Suppose 1t 1]l paid the wonder 18
1t should be paid at all  Other men pay, and pay dearly, for
pleasures less desirible

So wiote R L Stevenson of the fine arts, but
his words apply to other callings They are
true of anything mto which artistic shill enters,
and 1t 1s the business of the woman who takes up
the arts and crafts for a living, to see that the
scanty pittance hitherto earned by her sex i
these Imes shall be substantially increased In
this busy age, when machinery and science would
seem to have rudely brushed grace, and romance,
and sentiment aside, one might expect that there
would be no time for the careful workmanship re-
quired 1n hand-wrought arts and crafts Yet 1t
1s found that there 1s a genuine demand for the
excellent quality of hand-made goods, for delicate
laces, beautiful enamel and jewellery woik, or

the exquisite designs of the skilful wood-carver
58
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Moreover, these industries ought to be en
couraged, since 1n them the true artistic spinit 1s
revealed, and the craftswoman, watching the
design grow beneath her deft fingers, can derive
the same deep delight from the beauty of form
and line, as the artisans of Cutch and Cuttack
take 1n the creations of their clever hands ¢ The
true epic of our times,” said Cailyle, “1s not
arms and the man, but tools and the man” We
would expand this saying, and make 1t mclude 15
well «“ tools and the woman,” for thcre are many
ciafts nowadays to which women of artistic
talent may devote thewr energies, and with the
labour enjoy the peculiar pleasure which falls
to the lot of the cieative artist, in seeing the
inventions of his brain take shape before his
eyes  Chief among the crafts are the several
branches of Ar1 METAL WoORK of India, n gold,
silver, copper, and brass But “he that sips
of many arts drinks of none,” and so numerous
aie the various metals from which bcautiful
articles can be fashioned, that 1t 15 necessary
to make a speaal study of one bianch aloue, as,
for 1nstance, silver, or brass The requisite
qualities for such work are an artistic sense, a
capacity for desigmng and modelling, and a
certain deftness of mampulation A clumsy
worker could never hope for success In the
delicate repousse work and fine tracery of
Jewellery there 1s a gieat field for woman’s
slender fingers
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She who hopes to secure distinction m this
domain, must lose no opportumty of studyng
beautiful specimens of her art, so that mn time
the spinit of those masterpieces will imperceptibly
anmimate her work  Such beauty of design and
execution mn things of daily use gives constant
pleasure The time has gone by when these
handicrafts were considered beneath the digmty
of anyone possessed of real artistic faculty, and
1t 1s now thought better to produce a good prac-
tical design than a second or third-rate picture
For those whose taste nclines to the useful,
rather than the purely ornamental, there 1s
abundant scope for the fashioning of all kinds ot
household fittings—door-plates, handles, mantel-
piece-carving, etc, and in such labours they will
find their toil not mere mechanical drudgery, but
of real mterest and charm As the European
and American purchaser pays a much higher
price for works of Indian art than do the Indian
nobility, 1t 15 time that the Indian cxporters paid
more attention to Western 1equircments

It would take too long to deal in detail with
all the sections of Art Metal Work We shall
therefore only treat of one, which should especi-
ally attract Indian women, since 1t 1s known to
have existed in India at a very remote age—
namely, ENAMELLING Persia and Japan also ex-
celled 1n the culture of this fascinating art , 1t was
familiar to the Romans, and attamned 1ts highest
perfection in Europe in the Middle Ages Of
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late years 1t has been revived in England, and
has been exceedingly popular when transformed
mnto articles of jewellery, or employed to decorate
spoons, vases, caskets, ecclesiastical ornaments,
etc  Working with enamel 1s particularly
pleasing because of the beauty of the colouring
With enamel, too, theie 15 a greater treedom of
design than can be used m handling precious
stones, and 1t thus affords more scope for origin-
ality than does the exceedingly conventional
pattern of most of the modern jewellery Enamels
are made of fusible glass, which 15 given 1ts vary-
ing colour by an admixture of metalhic oxides
In the raw state they look merely hke lumps of
coloured glass The fust stage 1s to grind the
enamel with water in a mortar, this renders 1t
easy to transfer on a brush to the metal—copper,
silver, or gold—which 1s to form the basis of the
ornament Such metal 15 washed n acid, and
then in water, the enamel 1s apphed m a coating
and the object put n a furnace, which fuses the
coating and causes 1t to adhere to the metal
The length of time required for the firing process
varies , the colour changes, too, under the action
of heat, and differs according to the metal—gold,
silver, or copper—used as a foundation Some
enamels are transparent, others opaque The
Japanese enamels, known as “closonné,” are
wrought in different colours, and each little sec-
tion of colour 15 separated in the design by means
of thin gold wire There are numerous other
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methods of enamellng In one kind the design
1s carved deep 1n the metal, leaving a thin ndge
of metal to keep the different colours apart
Another variety has copper for a background, on
which silver lines separate the colours, after the
firing and hardening stages are past, the copper
foundation 1s taken away, leaving only the
enamel The result 1s one of the most exquisite
effects that can be produced in enamelling, and
15 known as ““apphqué a jour ”

BookBINDING 15 another craft which requues
both deftness of workmanship and artistic talent
An acquaintance with drawing and design 1s
necessary, and a certain amount of capital, if a
woman aims at setting up as a bookbinder on her
own account At present there would seem to
be few opportumties of money-making in this
most mnteresting profession, and to do fine work
a great amount of patient effort 15 indispensable
Good prices are obtamed for specially choice
bindings, with some tooling of the leather on the
cover, and 1t 15 this class of work—not the
ordinary bookbinding—for which women are
advised to enter The first requisite to com-
mercial success 1s to obtain some sort of connec-
tion with the trade, and by means of numerous
specimens of choice bindings to display one’s art
to private mdividuals The time required for
tramning 1s about a year This 15 a craft which
has been chiefly followed by men, therefore
women will have to make an effort if they wish
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to co-operate with them Enterprising women
who take to bookbinding, might with advantage
specialize 1n binding the sacred Scriptures of the
Hindus and Mahomedans We need not tell
our Hindu readers that no leather of any kind—
except deer-skin 1n certain forms—may be used
in binding the holy books of the Hindus The
religious susceptibility of the Mahomedans must
also be studied 1n binding works of thens which
are of a rehigious natme A very large number
of manuscripts, both Sansknt and Airabie, are
left unbound to the present day all over India,
simply on account of the difficulty expenienced in
tinding binders with establishments where regard
15 paid to Indian religious susceptibility

LACE MaRING 15 an mdustry which, if crned
on by the poor alone without the aid of the
artist, 15 apt to degenerate as far as both design
and execution aie concerned Therefore 1t 15 1
trade which affords ample scope for the co-
operation which 1s becoming a feiture of modern
times An educated woman who 15 a skilled
lace-artist could easily, with capital, get nto
touch with the scattered workers of a village or
district, appomnt local collecting agents, o1 travel-
ling buyers, and form a cential depot for the
disposal of the work Capital would be necessary
for such a scheme, since orders take time to
execute and workers must be paid A woman
who undertook this project would have to devote
her attention to several matters connected with
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the business organization She would have to
mstitute classes to maintan a suitable standard
of design and workmanshwp , she would have to
revive old designs and originate new ones, and
she would have to possess a knowledge of the
commercial worth of the lace, to enable her to
give estimates and to value the specimens sent
forward for sale In agricultural districts a
fostering of lace-making among the poor would
be a great aid to the household revenues It
would also help to improve the condition of the
home as far as cleanliness 1s concerned, since
dirty needlework will find no market Practice
early in Iife 1s essential, and to acquire speed the
craft should be begun in childhood It 1s, how-
ever, only by organmzation that any tangible
gamn can be secured to the workers The
woman who, with a moderate capital, financed
such a scheme, would probably find that she
could make a comfortable hiving for herself,
while at the same time she would be conferring
a boon on the 1solated Indian cottager who
does not know how to find a market for her
goods

PorTERY MANUFACTURE 15 another industry
which women might orgamze and turn to profit
In districts where the right kinds of clay abound,
women mght mstitute on a large scale such
industries as the manufacture of earthenware
cookery utensils, flower-pots, ornamental terra-
cotta work, and all the varous other articles
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made of the humble but useful clay Among
other enterprises, in the county of Dorset mn
England, Lady Baker has promoted a co-opera-
tive scheme for pottery-making, and as soon
as the industry has achieved independence,
she proposes to set aside 75 per cent of the
profits for further development of the tiade,
while the remaining 25 per cent 1s to be divided
among the operatives By experiments m this
hne different processes may be discovered and
products patented which in time mght prove
valuable sources of revenue

WEAVING 1s another craft which among the
villagers and also among women of higher rank
might be developed by means of co-operation
Schools have been started in England to pro-
mote the textile crafts among women, and by
their agency 1t 1s hoped that instruction may be
given to cottagers, ladies 1n straitened circum
stances who require to increase their income by
some extra employment, and even among the
blind, deaf and dumb, to whom spmning and
weaving would be a pleasant and profitable
occupation Rug-making 15 also a suitable m-
dustry for women, and silk-weaving (the manu-
facture of the richest silks, satins, velvets, ete )
1s a skilled trade for which ladies and women-
workers generally are very well qualified In
all these crafts 1t 1s of the utmost importance
that the designing should be in the hands of

an educated, artistic woman, otherwise 1t will
5
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degenerate, and from the artistic pomnt of view
the work will be worthless

Fortunately, 1t 1s not altogether necessary for
our countrywomen to leave their native land mn
order to see what British organmization can do
to revive an mterest in weaving and kindred
employments among the scattered willagers,
since something 1s already being done mn India
by the Salvation Army to further that end, and
to promote the development of cottage industries
generally  7%he Twumes of India (June 10, 1911)
contamns the following paragraph concerning
the Aimys woitk among handloom weavers,
showing how a handloom factory and weaving
schools have been set on foot, and four silk
farms established to give a fresh mmpetus to the
manufacture of silk

“This class [handloom weavers] numbers about
11,000,000 of the population, and 15 next in 1m-
portance to the agriculturists Owing to the
severe competition of mill-made and foreign
goods, and to thewr lack of organization, the
condition of the weaving community has steadily
dechined from one of great prospeity to com-
parative poveity During the last five or six
years the Army has been enabled to mmaugurate
a movement which has largely restored hope
and confidence to these classes A handloom
has been mvented by one of the Salvation Army
officers, which, while bemng a marvel of sim-
pheity, can work n the finest and coarsest
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counts, 1n silk, wool, or cotton, at a rate scarcely
less rapid than that of the power loom About
800 of these looms have been already manufac-
tured and sold, and they aie steadily increasing
in popularnity Gold and silver medals and first
prizes have been taken year after year at the
principal exhibitions, and the loom has recently
been patented m Europe Warping machines
have also been made of a very sumple pattern,
and at a price well within the reach of the
weaving community  Weaving schools have
been estabhished, where master weavers have
been trained and sent out as teachers of the use
of improved looms and methods

“Mr Booth-Tucker 1s of opmion that the
weaver will be able to compete permanently and
successfully with the power looms and mulls for
five reasons (1) he has the unpaid labour of
his famly , (2) he has skill acquired by genera-
tions of practice, (8) he 1s abstemious, and has
few expenses, (4) what he lacks can be easly
supphed , he can be taught improved methods ,
(5) he can be supphed with capital by the
Co-operative Credit Societies, which can also
purchase his yarn for him 1n the cheapest
markets, and sell in the dearest

“But, 1n addition to helping the handloom
weaver 1 his struggle for existence by itro-
ducing improved machines and methods, the Sal-
vation Army 1s also engaged 1n calling his atten-
tion, and that of the depressed classes generally,
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to other lucrative forms of cottage mdustry, m-
cluding the rearing of the silk-worm, the reel-
g, and spinning, and weaving of the silk, and
the provision of those agricultural products on
which the silk-worm subsists By their natural
habits, the weaving commumty would be admir-
ably suited for taking up this pursuit, and the
Salvation Army 15 actively engaged in fostering
and encouraging what has for some years been
a somewhat decadent industry so far as India 1s
concerned, while being a source of such 1mmense
wealth and prosperity to China and Japan”

The systematic orgamization of these schemes
by the Salvation Army, and the co-operation
aimed at between British and Indians 1n the
labours connected with the promotion of village
industries, might serve as a suggestion for
Indian ladies, many of whom must feel that
they have ample time, money, and—it 1s to be
hoped—mnchnation to origimate such a good
work The village worker has frequently been
enabled, by the Salvation Army’s aid, to man-
tain his family in therr httle cottage home,
which otherwise would have had to be broken
up for lack of suitable local employment As
well as weaving, needlework of various kinds
1s taught to the Indian women and children,
including lace-making and drawn-thread work

There are many other departments that might
be developed Basket-making, though not one
of the most lucrative industries, 15 a very pleasant
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occupation, and an addition to the list of those
callings which are suited for the blind, deaf and
dumb Many women, too, who may be too delicate
to undertake any strenuous labour, will find 1t at
tractive, hight, and easy wortk  Like everything
else 1t 1equires to be properly taught, and when
skilled hands perform the task, many beautiful
specimens of wicker-ware can be produced At
present there 1s a craze for hand-made straw trum-
mings for Enghsh millinery, and this would prove
a more lucrative pursuit for poor Indian women 1f
they could be put in touch with the British market
The many branches of decorative needlework
are valuable as affording pleasant home-work to
women Hand embroidery, lace-making, spin-
ning, leather-work, wood carving, decorative
pamnting, design, metal-work of all kinds, book
Hlustration, 1llumination, pottery, basket-making
—all these mdustries only requne a central
organizer in every Indian District to work them
up mto profitable pursuits Such organizations
can best be started by women of leisure, who
have time and means at their disposal to direct
the concern, and consider both the purchaser’s
and producer’s mterests In the large towns
depots should be established, and exhibitions
and sales promoted periodically to popularize the
hand-made goods ~With reference to a similar
scheme m England, 1t has been suggested
that a shop containing choice specimens of the
various handicrafts might become one of the
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most alluring of the city, and when the dis-
crimmnating purchaser discovered the superior
qualty of hand-workmanship over the machine-
made goods, the articles would probably not
languish long i the shop-window or 1n the depot,
but would find speedy custom The fate of
such a co-operative scheme would depend upon
the busmness capacity of its chief manageress
As we explained with regaid to the orgamzation
of lace making, each industry in India would
have to employ 1ts speaal travelling buyers to
collect the goods Each group of these would
be responsible to a special head, over whom the
central manageress would have control, and she,
m her turn, would work under the direction of a
small committee  Such an enterprise would call
mto play both the business and aitistic faculties,
and as a philanthropic scheme 1t 1s worthy of
every encouragement, for 1t would do much to
decrease poverty and brighten the hives of the
industrious poor, whose talents now are often
wasted for lack of time and energy to orgamze
them So far, we have only dealt with the
crafts Now we will consider one or two of the
arts which hold out a tempting prospect for
the woman of ongmality

PosTER-DESIGNING 1s one which 1s most pay-
mg, when one 1s lucky enough to possess the
gift of arresting attention by some striking
qualty in the drawmng A sense of humour
1s a valuable asset, and above all, one must
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have had a trammg m art, and in black and-
white design  Posters may be executed
black and white or i colour The vanety
of subject 15 of course nfinite, but the aspirant
should bear m mind that originality, and suit-
abiity to the district or the subject, are the
only things that count A poster that might
be humorous in one neighbourhood, mght
not ehcit the vestige of a smle 1n another
In India great attention should be pad to
rehgious susceptibility A Mahomedan lady
once stated that she refused to purchase a
gramophone because the portrait of a dog was
used 1n advertising 1t—the adveitiser did not
know that the Mahomedan regarded the dog
as an unclean ammal If the designer had
studied the tastes of the probable purchasers
such a result would not have occuired A design
should be calculated to catch the public eye, 1t
need not be elaborate, but there must be a certain
freshness about 1t to capture attention, and 1t
must always be practical from the commercial
pomnt of view  Some work 1s confined to border-
drawing, simply to set off the advertisement,
some consists of border-diawing and artistic
lettering , some 15 of the comic figure order,
some comprises artistic figure-drawing

To make a beginning n this calling, the free-
lance must carefully study the specimens of work
done for advertisers by successful artists Then
she should endeavour to execute some original
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designs suitable for particular advertising firms,
and submit these to them on approval Gradually
in this way she may work up a connection, and
may afterwards be able to work on commuission,
without submitting the fimished sketch for
approval The income derived from free-lance
work 15, of course, exceedingly variable A
connection with various advertising agents may
be foimed, and so 1egular employment secured ,
but the only way in which any really lucrative
position could be obtammed would be by orgamz-
mg an 1ndependent agency for advertisement
design, and working up a large chentéle among
enterprising advertising firms One pomt that
15 of great mmportance in connection with all
advertisement design 15 a knowledge of the
cost of reproduction The possession of such
business 1nformation will prevent excessive
elaboration erther i colour or m line, and will
secure the acceptance of work when a novice
mught fail through ignorance of the processes of
reproduction

As well as for posters, designs are needed for
calendars, book-plates, title-pages, book-covers,
business catalogues, show-cards, etc  These may
be combmed with poster-work, and book and
magazine 1llustration may also be added The
latter has been somewhat displaced by photo-
graphy, but 1s still in considerable demand, and
n 1ts higher forms will probably develop Speci-
mens of illustration should be sent to leading
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Journals and publishing firms When a connec-
tion has once been formed, 1t will be found quite
a profitable employment, and there 1s always a
market for original design

ILLuMINATING 15 another bianch of art that 15
in request for presentation addresses and choice
editions of books It 1s a very dainty, delicate
art, and the artist requires to be a good draughts-
woman, designer, and letterer A long training
1s necessaly, but when proficient, a steady income
may be earned It 1s an ideal profession for
women, yet has been lttle studied by them
Miniature-painting 1s also well paid, and for this
a complete art training 1s essential

An effective method has been tried in England
for focussing nto one centre the productions of
1solated women-workers by means of a journal,
some of whose pages are occupled with descrip-
tions and private advertisements of work done
by ladies for thewr iving  All the work thus
advertised has been examined by a commuttee, so
that purchasers have a guarantee of 1ts quality

In conclusion, none should attempt to earn a
living by any of these artistic callings who are
not filled with keen enthusiasm for their work
The begmner will not always find 1t easy going
on pleasant paths, a large stock of energy,
perseverance, and busmess initiative 1s essential to
success Yet, if these qualities are present, the
pursuit of art in any shape or form will prove an
absorbingly delightful vocation, and one on which
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a woman may enter not merely as a means of
supplying the needful daily bread for the body,
but as a joyous work nto which she can throw
her whole heart and soul Only let her never
torget the words of Sir J Reynolds “«If you
have great talents, industry will improve them ,
if moderate abilities, industry will supply their
deficiency Nothing 1s ever demed to well-
directed labour , nothing s cver to be attained
without it



CHAPTER VI

INTELI ECTUAI CALLINGS

“God has placed no limuts to the exercise of the mtellect
He has given us on this side the grave —Bacon

THERL are countless ways now m which a
woman may exercise the powers of her busy
bran  She may go n for chemstry, and, hike
Madame Curie, give to the world some fresh
discovery—such as radium—as the result of her
scientific research  As a woman doctor she may
perform skilful operations with unflinching nerve
She may enter the realm of literature and win
distinction as authoress or journalhst Or she
may follow a path in which she 15 umversally
admitted to stand unrivalled—the teaching of
the young All these main roads with then
many side tracks are open to her, but as the
secrets of success mn these callings have been
publicly discussed so often, we propose to pass
them over and to treat of only one or two 1n
which the women of India will be perhaps on
less famihar ground The first of these 15

LrcivriNg—a field which might prove highly
75
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interesting for the intellectual woman who has a
gift for speaking and a love of imparting infor-
mation Here, as elsewhere, the cardinal rule 1s
specialization, but specialization on top of a
broad general knowledge Choose a special
topic, one for which you have a particular love,
make yourself thoroughly mistress of 1t, and
your enthusiasm will communicate 1tself to the
audience In England the University Extension
Societies do much to encourage lecturing by
organizing courses on different subjects at various
centres, and, by applying to these bodies, a
woman who possesses a university degree or 1its
equivalent, and some testimonials as to quabfica-
tions for lecturing, may be appomted on their
list of lecturers She 1s required to give a test
lecture before the Umversity authorities before
her application can meet with success

In connection with art, music, hterature,
nursing, hygiene, domestic science, social schemes,
there 1s an infimte variety of subjects to choose
from, and 1f lecturing tours on an extended scale
were organized and carried out by eloquent
speakers, they might become a feature of
women’s life i India which would do much to
broaden their mental outlook Science 1s a
subject of which women of all classes are mostly
very 1gnorant Physiology, too, 1s a domam
in which they badly need mstruction The
woman lecturer who organized a series of 1n-
teresting addresses on such themes would prob-
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ably meet with an enthusiastic reception, and
her audience would find the facts of science put
in attractive fashion even more enthralling and
much more practical than most general literature
A popular lecturer on art, suence, etc, could
earn a considerable sum, whie those who
undertake the work meiely for love of 1t will
find 1t a valuable intellectual tramming The
effort necessary to systematize one’s information,
to present 1t 1n the clearest and most pleasing
form to the audience, 15 a splendid method of
mental culture for the lecturer herself Im-
mediately after a University Extension Lecture
1s finished there 1s a certain time set apart for
answering any questions the histeners may like to
put, also for returning papers which they have
written on the subject-matter of the previous
lecture  Such discussion 1s most helpful n
bunging different points of view befoie the
notice of both lecturer and audience Anyone
who wishes to become a good public speaker
should take every opportunity of practising the
art of addressing others, so as to gain confidence
and ease of delivery, not forgetting that sim-
plicity and earnestness are the secrets of eloquence

The profession of lecturer has the advantage
of not monopolizing the whole time of the
woman who devotes herself to it It can be
carried on in addition to her household duties,
and so need entail no sacrifice of home interests
Undertaken as a soual work, 1t 1s a valuable
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means of imparting knowledge on medicine,
cookery, etc, to the poor Even to take one
branch, hygiene, and institute a course of lectures
throughout the country districts, would do a
great deal to awaken a sense of the necessity of
fresh air, ight, and pure food among the crowded
dwellings of the lower classes To the poor the
spoken word always comes with greater force
than the written message, and 1 a country
like India, wheie so large a proportion of the
population 1s 1illiterate, 1t seems absolutely the
only expedient to reach them at all In this way,
viewed as a philanthropic work, as well as a pay-
ing profession, lecturing by women to women
mught achieve great results

In England the Women’s Imperial Health
Assocation has already done much good work
by 1ts health caravan-tours, during which lectures
are given to children and adult women n poor
districts which would otherwise be out of reach
of medical addresses At present this society 1s
organizing a national crusade to promote the
care of the teeth among school-children, and 1s
arranging a series of “talks” with children at
various centres, when an eminent dental surgeon
will demonstrate to the young people the impor-
tance of the subject from the pomt of view of
health Such *tooth-talks,” as they are called,
will doubtless do much to impress and interest
the children, and the 1dea 1s capable of bemng
developed
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The next profession which we shall deal with
1s ADVERTISEMENT WRITING and as this has
scarcely been touched as yet by women, even 1n
England, the best thing will be to show Indian
women the method by which their masculine
predecessors 1n the field have gone to work to
chimb the ladder of success

Advertising 1s not a modern art It was
known to ancient Rome Our primitive an-
cestors, too, had recourse to vaiious methods n
order to make a fact known to thar neigh-
bours In England the mufhn-man’s bell was
perhaps the first advertising medium used by
the forefathers of the present Briton In
our own country, the blowing of a conch-shell
announced to the neighbours that they were ex-
pected to divert thewr attention to something
unusual that was taking place It may be noted
here that both the muffin-man’s bell and the
conch-shell have survived the inroads ot the more
elaborate contiivances of civilization, both m the
East and 1n the West But although advertising
1s of such ancient ongin, yet the systematic
employment of advertisement writing as a means
of earning a livelihood 1s quite a recent develop-
ment An enoimous amount 15 now spent yearly
by the public 1n advertisement, and the placing
of these sums of money with the different news-
papers and other advertising media affords occu-
pation to a large number of advertising agents

Before starting anything so ambitious as an
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agency, 1t 1s necessary to have a thorough know-
ledge of the principles that govern advertisement
writing, which 1n 1tself would constitute a lucra-
tive profession for women Good advertisement
writers are badly wanted, but one must have a
gift for the subject, so that the advertisement
may catch the public eye and pay the advertiser
well by bringing increase of custom Originality
15 essential, also a knowledge of trade, and the
power to look at things from the purchaser’s
pomt of view The writer must have the faculty
of making the commonplace interesting, he must
have a hterary style, concise and to the pomt, a
knowledge of printing processes, of the costs of
reproduction, of the nature of the different
magazines, newspapers, etc, and of the various
classes of advertisement which will appeal to
them In a word, the more general his know-
ledge, the greater his chance of success Tran-
ing for such a post s best attained by studying
the style of successful advertisements, always
bearing 1n mind that ongmality 1s the goal after
which to strive  Those who take up a magazine
of, say, twenty years back, cannot fail to notice
the difference between past and present modes
of advertismg The way in which the modern
advertisement writer seems to take the public
mto his confidence and address the reader indi-
vidually 1s a feature of present-day pubhcity

As well as newspaper advertising, there are
pamphlets, circulars, and other advertising matter
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to be studied Sometimes such examination may
suggest nnovations, and novel 1deas may be
submitted to the firm in question, who will
probably be quite willng to pay for a new
suggestion Thus a connection may be formed,
and the foundation laid of a more ambitious
career as advertising-consultant or advertise-
ment agent Advertising-consultants are experts
whose advice 1s sought as to the best methods
of conducting huge pubheity schemes Naturally
1t would take a long time before a woman could
hope to command sufhcient confidence to dnect
such large undertakings, but everything has a
beginning, and she might start by first acquiring
a practical knowledge of advertisement writing,
advertisement 1llustration, typesetting, and proot
reading Then by degrees she might set up an
office with a small staff under her = She will
have to possess a thorough acquamntance with all
the journals, and their methods of doing business ,
she must know the cost of advertisement in each,
and the public among whom they circulate She
will have to be a thoroughly practical woman,
proficient in accountancy, with a clear head
when 1t comes to entering mto contracts with
advertisers or papers At first she would prob-
ably have to be a general factotum, and supervise
all sections of the office routine

Advertising agents usually buya certain amount
of space 1n various leading journals, which they

then fill to therr own advantage The custom 1n
6
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England 1s for the newspapers to give the agent a
percentage on the worth of the advertisement sent
in to them, but of this commussion the advertiser
in his turn usually expects a certamn proportion
to be restored to him The buying of space
alone and then the passing on of the advertise-
ments as they are secured to the newspaper will
not bring any very great prosperity to the agent
If she acts on a more ambitious scale and
organizes the whole scheme of advertising for
her chents, she will naturally be able to command
4 much lngher rate of remuneration for these
advertisement campaigns than when merely
acting as a broker between the advertising public
and the publisher

After taking an ofhice, a connection 15 worked
up by means of public advertising, private
1ssue of circulars, by letters, and by dihgent
canvassing  Much, of course, depends on the
personality of the aspirant, and push 1s indis-
pensable  An advertisement writer mn India
must pay special attention to caste rules She
must keep herself quite faimhar with the Hindu
and Moslem almanac, for religious fairs regulate
the demand for paiticular articles Nor should
the “ wedding seasons” be forgotten To make
the most of occasions such as these and to be
alive to every opportumity 1s the only way to
succeed



CHAPTER VII

PHII ANTHROPIC WORK

“ Woman has this m common with the angels, that suffering
beings belong espeaally to her ”—BavLzac

THe aim of all social and philanthropic woik 15
the same, whether 1t be undertaken as honorary
employment, or for a fixed salary Many women
have the temperament for such a hife of useful-
ness, but sometimes the means are lacking
which would enable them to give their services
to the cause they have at heart Yet they need
not be debarred on that account from choosing a
path for which they feel they have a vocation,
for nowadays the necessity for thewr help 1s
recognized, and many salaried appointments are
open 1 philanthropic undertakings, which for-
merly would have been closed to them for want
of funds 'To relieve sufferng humanty, to
bridge the gulf between the classes, to remedy
the evils of our social system—in these things
les woman’s great sphere In woman the
religious spirit 1s more highly developed than in

man, hkewise her bent towards charitable work
83
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1s stronger than his In the past the ignorance
and helplessness of women have often been the
cause of poverty and illness Now, m the
twentieth century, 1t 1s the cultured woman’s
great privilege to help her poorer sister to
understand the all-important principles of hy-
giene, the value of self-rehance, the nghts
conferred upon her by the laws of her country,
her responsibility as a human being and as a
citizen Indian ladies 1in the past have done
much good and chantable work, but their efforts
would have been more successful if properly
orgamzed Let us see what great attempts
European women aie making m chantable
orgamization, and to urge forwaid that happy
day when “Peace on earth, goodwill towards
men,” will be the guiding principle of this world
of ours

The work of the WomaN DocTor 1s a great
social profession, and one m which there 1s a
brilhant future fo1 her sex It seems strange
that an office which m earhest ages was woman’s
prerogative should ever have been considered
unsuited to her For 1t 1s probable that women
were doctors before men The “ wise women ”
of the primitive tnbes existed before the wise
men Woman’s skill in nursing 1s incontestable,
but some wonder whether as operator she will
have the same success as her masculine rval
Yet doctors themselves are loud 1n their praise of
therr feminine colleagues, who undertake cases
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requiring surgical skill, and there 1s no doubt
that women doctors are, especlallgf m India, a
wonderful boon to then sex Lady Dufferin’s
scheme for female medical axd m India, has
earned for her the gratitude of millions
Women’s lack of physiological knowledge 1s
often lamentable, and this 1gnorance the advent
of the woman doctor will go far to dissipate
Further details need not be given here con-
cerning the social aspects of medical work, as
various philanthropic schemes connected with
medical attendance and nursmmg will be treated
n subsequent chapters We shall, therefore, pro-
ceed to discuss a more novel calling for women,
which combines mn a striking fashion, social,
philanthropic, and medical work among the
poor  The office of AimoNER to the large
London hospitals, 1s one that would appeal to
the Indian woman interested mn the social condi-
tion of the patients who visit the outdoor de-
partments of those mnstitutions  The almoner’s
duties are varied The chief1s to interview those
who come for treatment, to select the cases most
deserving of urgent aid, to visit the patients mn
their homes and see that the doctor’s instructions
are properly executed, to note the patients’
circamstances, and find out whether they are
making far use of the hospital treatment, to
Inquire into such cases as need surgical nstru-
ments or special medical apphances So the
almoner acts as an intermediary between the
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patients and the hospital authorities In her
visits to the homes of the poor, she has every
opportunity of tactfully giving information con-
cerning the laws of hygiene, the 1mportance of a
wholesome diet, the better orgamzation of the
household, the promotion of thnft, and other
similar matters of which the lower classes are
often so careless or ignorant ~ But she must, of
course, proceed i such affurs with a wise
discretion, not Iike the society lady in a modern
play, who, on being asked 1f she 15 fond of work
among the poor, 1eplies enthusiastically, «Oh,
yes ! 1 love mterfering with other people’s busi-
ness! And the poor are the only persons who
cannot actively resent 1t This 15 hardly the
spirit 1 which to succeed with the working
classes

It 15 evident that people who undertake this
calling must be bright, strong, of a cheerful
temperament, tactful, energetic, and fond of
social work  They should be young, at any 1ate
at the beginning, and must have a knowledge of
nursing and the various laws that govern health
In London, traming as an almoner can be obtammed
practically fiee of cost by likely candidates
They are appomted by the Hospital Almoners’
Council, which selects 1ts nominees by sending
each girl for a few days to a hospital to gamn
a hittle practical msight into her proposed career
If she seems suitable and feels drawn to the
work, she enters upon her course of instruction,
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which should last about eighteen months During
this time she will, in addition to the duties
already mentioned, have to make personal
acquaintance with the working of different
charitable orgamizations, she must also learn
to conduct her busmess 1 a methodical
manner, to keep accounts and detailed lists of
the patients, and to manage the sometimes con-
siderable correspondence arising out of the cases
She must mmpiove her knowledge of samta
tion, nursing, etc, by attending lectures, and 1n
London she may obtain theoretical and practical
instruction from the School of Sociology that
will greatly aid her in the social side of her work
The London School of Sociology gives courses of
training both practical and theoretical m all
sociological subjects, and 1n connection with
several universities and colleges there are
courses of teaching which are most helpful, not
only to almoners, but to anyone who purposes
entering on a career of soclal usefulness Lectures
are given on such matters 1 local government,
industrial history, economics, sanitation, hygiene,
and sometimes practical worik 15 done 1n rent-
collecting, 1n orgamzing dwellings for the ex-
treme poor, playrooms for the childien, clubs for
factory girl