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PREFACE,

A rEW words of explanation seem necessary to introduce
to the public a work which, taking to itself the am-
bitious title of the Battle-fields of Germany, stops short
after the battle of Blenheim.

A little reflection will, I think, prove that, beginning
with the battle-fields of the Thirty Years’ War, the subject
naturally divides itself into three great series or epochs.
The first of these, treated of in this volume, deals with
the principal military events of the Thirty Years’ War,
with the battle which was the final turning point in the
history of the House of Hohenzollern, with the decisive
overthrow of the Turks before Vienna, and with the
famous battle-field which gave the first check to the
ambitious designs of Louis XIV.on Germany. From that
moment we enter upon a new epoch. The Porte and
France had alike ceased to be mortally dangerous to
the Empire, and we arrive at a period when the North
and the South of Germany, the former represented by-
Frederick II, of Prussia, the latter by the House of
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Habsburg, began their long struggle for predominance.
That struggle was still undecided when the old order
of things in Europe was swept away by the wave of the
French Revolution. Whilst, then, the history of the
battles of that epoch would form the second, that of the
battles of the epoch subsequent to the year 1789 would
form the third, series, of the subject which constitutes the
major title of this work.

To the political history of the Thirty Years’ War I
have referred as little as was possible. My object has
been rather to describe the battles and the events which
led to those battles. Englishmen have, no doubt, read
in their own language accounts of Leipzig (Breitenfeld)
and of Lutzen; but of Duke Bernhard’s campaign in the
valley of the Danube ; of Banner’s daring and all but
successful raid upon Ratisbon ; of that battle of Jankowitz
which made possible the capture of Vienna ; of the sur-
prises of Tuttlingen and Mergentheim; of the battle of
Zusmarshausen ; of the closing scene of the Thirty Years’
War, the splendid defence of Prague; of that Fehr-
bellin which was the turning point in the history of the
Hohenzollerns ; they can have read, in the same tongue,
but little save the barest outline, and sometimes not
even that. To resuscitate these battle-fields from the
oblivion into which they had fallen, and to describe them
in the English language, has been to me a labour of love.
I have had, indeed, to delve into many musty docu-
ments, and to pore over many forgotten folios in German
and French ; but never, I can truly assert, have I found
the early hours of the morning pass more pleasantly than
when I was engaged in a work which carried me, mentally,
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nto the inspiring company of some of the greatest men who
have trodden this earth., A list of some of the authorities
which I have consulted follows this short introduction.

The eighth chapter, under the title of Fehrbellin,
gives a complete sketch of the history of the House
which now occupies the most prominent position in
Germany. The reader will not fail to note how the
qualities which are ‘conspicuous in the ruling Emperor
of Germany characterised the most able of his many
eminent ancestors.

The ninth chapter sketches the history of Hungary
under the Habsburgs and the several invasions of the
Turks, until their last attempt in 1683 shattered before
the walls of Vienna. The volume concludes with a sketch
of the political occurrences which, from the time of the
accession of Louis XIV., preceded and led up to the
battle of Blenheim.

This battle-field closes the series. Whether, with
Carlyle’s “History of Frederick II.” before the world;
with Colonel Brackenbury’s work upon the same subject,
very recently issued; and with the early promise of a
work guaranteeing, under the title of ¢ Marshal Loudon,”
a sketch of the Austrian side of the Seven Years’ War;
it would be wise at the present moment to enter upon
the second series, seems more than doubtful. It is one
of those points upon which the opinion of the public
must be decisive.

I may add that, with the exception of Fehrbellin, I
have visited all the battle-fields treated of in this volume.

G. B. M.
8th May 1884.
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THE

BATTLE-FIELDS OF GERMANY.

CHAPTER 1.

BREITENFELD,

Tex city of Leipzig lies on a broad and fertile plain watered by
three rivers, the Pleisse, the Elster, and the Parthe, which
unite inits vicinity. The waters of these rivers and of their many
arms have made the broad plain so rich and fertile, that, within
a radius of six or seven miles, many flourishing villages have
risen to house the cultivators of the fields, the meadows, and
the orchards which cover its surface. To the north-west, for
instance, along or near the line of the Magdeburg road, are the
villages of Mockern, Wahren, Lindenthal, Podelwitz, Soehausen,
and Breitenfeld—the last some five miles from the city. To the
direct north lie Eutritsch, and, some two miles further, Wiede-
ritsch. To the north-east are Schonfeld, Mockau, Neutzsch,
Plosen, Cleuden, Portitz, Plaussig, and Seegeritz. A little more
\ to the east, butin an almost parallel line, a direct road traverses
\ the plain by Volkmansdorf and Heiterer Blick to the consider-
able village of Taucha, six miles from- Leipzig. To the east,
south-east, and south, are many more villages, the best known ot
which to students of history are Thonberg, Probstheida, Meusdorf,
Dolitz, and Wachau; to the direct west, Plagwitz, Lindenau,
and Leutzsch, The extent of the plain, the fact that on it has
1
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risen one of the richest cities of Germany, that it is the centre
point of many converging routes, that its surface is generally
level, that the banks of the streams which intersect and the
villages which cover it might be utilised for warlike opera-
tions, have attracted to it, during the many wars which have
desolated Germany, the commanders of armies. On two
memorable occasions it served as the battle-field on which were
decided the most important questions agitating the minds of
mankind. In 1681 Gustavus Adolphus fought there to secure
to his fellow-men freedom of conscience in matters of religion.
In 1818 Austria, Prussia, Russia, and Sweden, combined to
rescue the sovereigns and peoples of Europe from the thraldom
of Napoleon. The first battle, fought near the village and
manor of Breitenfeld, was followed, eleven years later, by a
second, fought on the same spot, by the representatives of the
same cause, to assert the same principles. Both these battles,
though sometimes called after the city on the plain, bear in
Germany the name of Breitenfeld. I propose, in this chapter,
to examine the causes which led to them, and to narrate, as
concisely as may be consistent with clearness, the events which
preceded and illustrated the first.

The Reformation, in Germany, received the first authoritative
acknowledgment of its political existence only when the electors,
princes, and nobles of the Empire, assembled by Ferdinand I,
at Passau, signed, the 81st July 1552, the Peace of Religion.,
Three years later, the 26th September 1555, the main cone-
ditions of this agreement were detailed and confirmed by the
Imperial diet assembled at Augsburg. But this peace, valu-
able to the Protestants as a recognition of their rights, by
no means concluded the strife between the professors of the
two religions. On the one side the Catholics complained of
the secularisation and suppression of foundations belonging to
their church. On the other, Protestants raised their voices
against the arbitrary enforcement of claims which, in spite of
the Peace of Religion, Catholic princes allowed to be enforced
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against them., Everywhere the Jesuits bestirred themselves to
induce those princes to carry out with zeal and vigour the
policy of forcible conversion. It thus came about that at the
close of the sixteenth century the entire public life of Ger-
many was completely dominated by religious machinations,
and these machinations led to serious tumults and even, in
certain instances, to war. To the feelings thus aroused an
occurrence in the town of Donauworth, 1606-7, gave consider-
able impulse. In consequence of the forcible prevention by its
Protestant population of a procession headed by the Abbot from
the monastery of the Holy Cross, the Emperor Rudolph placed
the town under a ban (8rd August 1607), and committed to
Maximilian of Bavaria the execution of the sentence. Maximilian
in consequence occupied Donauwdrth with his troops the 17th
December following, and, condemning the inhabitants to pay the
entire expenses of the occupation, used all the means in his power
to force them to return to the old religion. This act of tyranny
roused the Protestant princes. Many of them—the Elector
Palatine, Frederic V., at their head—met together, 4th May 1608,
at the monastery of Ahausen (in the Bavarian district of
Schwaben-Neuburg), and there formed the Protestant Union.
To this, besides the Elector Palatine, eight princes and fifteen
imperial cities of Germany gave their adherence. The Catholics
replied by constituting at Munich, 10th July 1609, a holy league,
of whose decrees Maximilian of Bavaria was to be the executor.
Meanwhile the Bohemians, two-thirds at least of whom had
embraced the reformed religion, had taken advantage of the
division* in the Imperial family between Rudolph II. and
Matthias, to wring from the former, by letters patent dated
11th July 1609, conditions of almost unlimited religious freedom.
These conditions, Matthias, on his accession to the Government
in 1611, had confirmed. One of these granted to the cities and

* Oaused mainly by the preference shown by Rudolph for his cousin Ferdinand,
afterwards known as Ferdinand IL, whom he not only summoned to his side
to aid him in the government of the country, but designated, to the prejudice of
his brother Matthias, as his successor in the Austrian dominions.

1*
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to the ofder of nobility the privilege of erecting Protestant
churches and schools. But when, in opposition to the wish and
orders of their landlords the Archbishop of Prague and the
Abbot of Braunau, the inhabitants of Klostergrab and Braunau
ventured to build churches, the archbishop did not hesitate,
with the support of the Imperial authority, to have the church
at Klostergrab pulled to the ground, whilst the abbot, with the
same support, closed that at Braunau. In vain did the
aggrieved inhabitants petition the Emperor. But the reply they
received was couched in terms so harsh that, acquitting their
imperial master, they drew the conclusion that it had been
dictated, without his knowledge, by his councillors. When, then,
the Estates of the kingdom met in the Hradschin on the
23rd May 1618, the Protestant nobles, headed by Count Thurn,
came thither armed, and demanded from the Imperial councillors
an account of their high-handed proceedings. Violent words
ensued, complaint was answered with defiance, till at last, unable
further to restrain themselves, the Protestant deputies seized the
obstructive councillors, Martinitz and Slavata, and their secre-
tary, Fabricius Platter, and hurled them from the window into
the dry ditch, some fifty feet immediately belowit! This act pre-
cipitated a war which had been long pending, and could not,
under any circumstances, have been much further delayed.
When the minds of all parties are embittered a slight incident
will always suffice to bring about resolute action. In 1618 the
minds of kings and nobles, of traders and peasants, were in a
state of irritation scarcely to be controlled. The incident at
Prague removed the barrier which had till then restrained the
forcible expression of their indignation.

For the moment Bohemia was virtually independent of the
House of Austria. The Estates administered the internal affairs
of the kingdom and invested Count Thurn with the com-
mand of the army. The Protestant princes of the Union and the
nobles of Moravia and Silesia supported them. The Emperor
Matthias, a tolerant and well-meaning man, endeavoured, by
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smooth words and promises of pardon on repentance, to conjure
the storm. His action only encouraged the revolters to make
further encroachments on the imperial authority. When at
last he resorted to force and ordered an army into Bohemisa, the
Protestants replied by secretly offering the crown of that country
to the Elector Palatine, Frederic V.; by inviting the republic of
Venice and Savoy to declare war against Austria; and by enter-
ing into a stricter alliance with their brethren in the neighbour-
ing provinces. .

The death of Matthias (20th March 1619) brought matters be-
tween the two parties to a still more direct issue. His successor,
Ferdinand II., then in his forty-first year, was one of the most
bigoted of Catholics and the most resolute of men. When still
in his early manhood he had made a pilgrimage to Loretto, and,
prostrate before the altar of the Virgin, had solemnly vowed to
re-establish Catholicism throughout his dominions. The period
between the death of Matthias and his election as Emperor
(28th August 1619) was spent by both parties in the preliminary
strife. The Protestants of Bohemia despatched an army into
Moravia, formally set aside Ferdinand, and nominated the
Elector Palatine as their King. Their efforts, however, were
shattered by the dogged resolution of Ferdinand. On the 10th
June a mercenary army favouring the Union, led by Mansfeldt,
was completely defeated by the Imperial General Bucquoi, at
Zablati, near Budweis. Nine days later, however, Thurn,
marching through Moravia and Upper Austria, laid siege to
Vienna. Had Thurn been a great general the subsequent fate
of Austria had been changed. Whilst his army, marching to the
cry of “ Equal rights for all Christian churches,” had been greatly
strengthened in its progress through the hereditary dominions,
not a finger had been raised for Ferdinand. The latter had at
his beck but a handful of soldiers, far too few, even could they
have been trusted, to resist an attack. The population were
shouting all around him for Protestantism. That Ferdinand
was aware of the danger was proved by the despatch of his
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children to a place of security in Tirol. But, recognising
that for himself flight would be the renunciation of his claims
to the empire—abdication of his rights over Bohemia—he
refused to stir. Never did the dogged resolution of a man
assert itself to greater purpose. Almost alone in his capital,
exposed to the bullets of the besieging soldiers, virtually a
prisoner in the Hofburg, he yet bade to his enemies a haughty
defiance. Had Thurn only pushed into the city and seized his
person, it had been all over with him and his pretensions. But
Thurn, delaying to take the decisive step, preferred to incite sixteen
Austrian barons, with Andreas Thonradl at their head, to compel
Ferdinand to sign the conditions on which the Union had agreed.
Forcing themselves into his private chamber, the parchment in
the hands of their leader, the barons surrounded Ferdinand, and
pressed him to affix to it his signature. As he still refused, one
of them, bolder than the rest, seized him by the button of his
doublet, exclaiming, ‘“Sign, Nandy, sign.” Ferdinand was still
persisting in his refusal when suddenly a cavalry trumpet
sounded on the Place below. In another moment the news
spread that five hundred cuirassiers, led by Henry Du Val, Count
of Dampierre, had arrived, the vanguard of a relieving army.
One by one the rebellious barons sneaked away. Ferdinand’s
obstinacy had preserved his position for himself, had regained
Catholicism for the hereditary states—and for Bohemia !

Thurn hastily retreated from Vienna. Thenceforth the game
was in Ferdinand’s hands. Though Bohemia, still in revolt,
absolved itself from allegiance to Ferdinand on the 17th August,
and chose the Elector-Palatine as its King on the 27th,
Ferdinand was, the day following, elected Emperor of Germany
at Frankfurt. No soon had he assumed this high position than
he united himself by the strictest alliance with Maximilian of
Bavaria to crush Protestantism throughout Germany. In their
efforts to this end the two sovereigns were greatly assisted by
the imprudence of their enemies. A Calvinist and a foreigner,
deficient in judgment and possessing no counterbalancing
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ability, Frederic V. conciliated but little support in Bohemia.
It is true that the Bohemians, in concert with Bethlen Gabor,
who had proclaimed himself King of Hungary, again (October—
November 1619) besieged Vienna. They were compelled, how-
ever, by want of supplies and stress of weather, to retreat—and
at that season retreat meant demoralisation. The Protestant
Union, moreover, was rent by internal dissensions.

In June of the following year the superior organisation of the
Catholics had, without striking a blow, materially altered the
condition of affairs. The Elector Palatine, foiled in his hopes
of foreign aid, but very faintly supported by the other princes
of the Protestant Union,—who, either from fear of the
Emperor, or from a selfish regard to their own personal
interests, affected to dissever the cause of Bohemia from that
of their confederacy generally—was doubting whether he had
acted wisely in accepting responsibilities which might involve
the loss even of his hereditary domains. Saxony and Hesse-
Darmstadt had been won over by Ferdinand. Lower Austria,
once the focus of Protestant feeling, had submitted. A truce
had been concluded with Bethlen Gabor. Denmark had been
cajoled, and Sweden had been entangled into a war with the
Poles. Venice, Savoy, and England remained inactive. One
after another the hopes of the Protestant Party had disappeared !
But the Protestant Party had still an army—a powerful army—
assembled at Ulm, under the command of the Margrave of
Ansbach. Opposed to it was the army of the League, collected
at Donauworth, under the orders of Maximilian. A battle
between the two seemed impending. Every consideration
impelled the Protestant princes to seek one. Every con-
sideration prompted Maximilian to induce his enemies to
disband without daring a fortune which might prove adverse to
himself. Could he but bring about such a result he would turn
upon Bohemis, drive thence the usurper, and re-establish the
Catholic faith. Again did the Protestant princes play into his
hands. Influenced partly by the interested advice of Catholio
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France, partly by the fear of seeing another imperial army
called up from the Low Countries, on their hands, they signed
(8rd July) with the Emperor a peace, in the most important
article of which they agreed to renounce all interference in the
affairs of Bohemia, and not to afford any aid to Frederic V.
beyond the borders of the Palatinate.

This fatal treaty was at once utilised by Maximilian. He
immediately summoned Frederic V. to renounce his pretensions
to the crown of Bohemia, and, when Frederic refused, he, after
making doubly sure of Lower Austria, and arranging for the
simultaneous action of a Saxon army in the Lausitz and a
Spanish army in the Palatinate, entered that kingdom at the
head of 80,000 men. As far as Prague his march was a
succession of triumphs; but on the White Hill, three quarters
of .2 mile west of that city, he found Frederic’s army in-
trenched and ready to give him battle. Guided by one
of the most skilled and successful generals of the age, the
famous Count Tilly, he at once attacked it (8th November
1620), and, in less than an hour, not only drove it from its
position, but so completely defeated it that it was never able
to rally.

This battle put an end to the short reign of Frederic.*
Another immediate consequence was the complete submisgion of
Bohemia, Moravia, and Silesia to the Emperor. The religious
freedom granted by Matthias was abolished ; many of the
promoters of the rebellion were punished in life and property.
The year following (1621) all members of the sect of Protestants
known as the Reformers—a sect analogous to the Calvinists—
were forced to quit the country. A similar edict drove out the
Lutherans in 1622. In that year likewise the Jesuits were
recalled ; and in 1627 the exercise of all religious forms, except
those of the Catholic Church, were forbidden. It was calculated
that these severe measures drove into exile thirty thousand of
the wealthiest of the industrial, and two hundred of the noblest,

* Frederic fled with his children to Silesia, thence to Holland,
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families of the kingdom. The confiscations alone amounted to
between five and six millions sterling. A similar policy was
pursued in the Austrian hereditary lands, especially in Upper
Austria, where the shedding of much blood was required before
the old religion could be firmly re-established.

After the conquest of Bohemia the interest of the war was
transferred to the Palatinate. On the side of the Protestants
appeared the partisan leader, Ernest of Mansfeldt, Duke
Christian of Brunswick, and Margrave George Frederic of
Baden-Durlach. Frederic V. returned to his hereditary lands
and defeated a detachment of the League army at Wiesloch
(27th April 1622). The defeat, however, was more than
avenged nine days later when Tilly smote the Margrave
George Frederic at Wimpfen; and again, when, on the
20th June following, after having forced the Duke Christian
to abandon the Palatinate, he overthrew him at Hochst.
The Protestant cause, however, would not have been lost in
the Palatinate had Frederic V. displayed ordinary vigour
and energy. But this prince, weak by nature, was induced by
his father-in-law, James I. of England, to abandon the contest
and trust to the tender mercies of Ferdinand. On the 13th
July following he dismissed his army, and quitted the country.
Thenceforward Tilly could plunder and pillage unmolested.
The Palatinate was speedily reduced to the same condition as
Bohemia ; and at the Diet held at Ratisbon, the 6th May 1623,
the electorate was conferred, despite the protests of Brunswick
and Saxony, upon Maximilian of Bavaria! Had the Emperor
been as wise as he was resolute, it is probable that, victorious in
every direction, he might have been able to conclude a per-
manent peace with the Protestant Party. But the bigotry
which was a very part of his nature was spurred on by his
easy triumphs to refuse to sheathe the sword until heresy had
been rooted out from the land. In vain did the Protestant
princes, who had maintained a selfish and foolish neutrality, -
remonstrate against the continuance of hostilities after the
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avowed object for which those hostilities were undertaken had
been gained. In the opinion of Ferdinand II. the real object
still remained to be accomplished.

Under these critical circumstances the emigrants, now grown
numerous, and the awakened Protestant princes, earnestly
besought the aid of a foreign power. It was their repre-
gentations which at length induced three nations of the
reformed faith—England, Holland, and Denmark—to ally
themselves to assist their oppressed brethren. England agreed
to send subsidies, Holland to supply troops. The command of
the delivering army was confided to Christian IV., King of
Denmark (1625). He was to be supported in Germany by the
partisan Mansfeldt, by Prince Christian of Brunswick, and by
the Protestants of Lower Saxony, who had armed themselves
to resist the exactions of the Emperor.

" Ferdinand II., after vainly endeavouring to ward off hostilities
by negotiations, despatched Tilly to the Weser to meet the
enemy. Tilly followed the course of that river as far as Minden,
causing to be occupied, as he marched, the places which com-
manded its passage. Pursuing his course northwards, he crossed
the river at Neuburg (midway between Minden and Bremen),
and occupied the principality of Kalenberg.* The King of
Denmark was near at hand, in the duchy of Brunswick,
anxious, for the moment, to avoid a battle. Tilly, superior to
him in numbers, was as anxious to fight one.

As though the position of the King of Denmark were not already
sufficiently embarrassing, the Emperor proceeded at this period
to make it almost unendurable by launching upon him likewise
an imperial army. Whatever minor reasons might have com-
bined to induce Ferdinand II. to such a course, there was one
over-riding them all. Up to the period of the complete over-
throw and expulsion from the Palatinate of Frederic V., ex-King
of Bohemia, Ferdinand had been indebted for all his successes

* Kalenberg has long ceased to exist as & principality. Since 1705 it has formed
& district of Hanover,
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to Maximilian of Bavaria. It was Maximilian who, as head of
the Holy League, had reconquered Bohemia for the Emperor:
it was Maximilian’s general, Tilly, who had driven the Protestant
armies from the Palatinate; and it was the same general who
was now opposing the Protestants of the north in the lands
watered by the Weser. Maximilian had been rewarded by the
cession to him of the Palatinate, but it was not advisable that
80 near a neighbour of Austria should be made too strong. It
was this feeling, this jealousy of Maximilian, which now
prompted Ferdinand to raise, for the first time in this war,
an imperial army, and to send it to the north.

This army was raised by and at the expense of Albert Wenzel
Eusebius of Waldstein, known in history as Wallenstein.
A Czech by nationality, born in 1583 of noble parents, who
belonged to one of the most advanced sects of the reformers
but who died whilst their son was yet young, Wallenstein had,
when yet a child, been committed to the care of his uncle,
Albert Slavata, an adherent of the Jesuits, and by him educated
at Olmiitz in the strictest Catholic faith. When he had finished
his course of studies at Olmiitz, Wallenstein spent some time
at the University of Altdorf, and then frequented in turn the
schools of Bologna and of Padua. His next step was to travel
through Italy, Germany, France, Spain, England, and the
Netherlands, carefully observing the military condition and
tactics of each country. Almost immediately after his return
to Bohemia he took service under the Emperor Rudolph, and
joined the army commanded by General Basta in Hungary.
Soon advanced to the rank of captain, he distinguished himself
greatly at the siege of Gran.

On the conclusion of peace in 1606, Wallenstein returned to
Bohemia and married there a widow, well stricken in years,
Lucretia Nikessin of Landeck, the owner of large properties in
Moravia, all of which, upon her death in 1614, devolved upon him.
Two years later he raised, at his own cost, two hundred dragoons,
to support the heir presumptive to the empire, Ferdinand of Gratz,
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in his war against the Venetians. It was owing mainly to his
skill and exertions that the beleaguered fortress of Gorz
(Gorizia) was saved from their hands. For this and for other
services, scarcely less signal, he was promoted to be a colonel.
His generosity, his daring, his quick insight, had made him the
idol alike of officers and men. On the conclusion of the war
he contracted a second marriage, this time also with an heiress,
the bride being Isabella Katherina, daughter of Count Harrach, a
favourite of the Emperor Matthias. This union not only greatly
_augmented his influence, but it procured for him the title of
Count. On the breaking out of the religious disturbances in
1618, Wallenstein adhered to the cause of the Emperor, saved
for his master, and carried to Vienna, despite the efforts of the
Protestant nobles, the contents of the State Treasury, raised a
regiment of cuirassiers, and fought at its head with success against
Thurn and Bethlen Gabor. In 1620 he was appointed Quarter-
master-General of the army led by Maximilian and Tilly against
Frederic V.; and although, for personal reasons, he took no
share in the battle of the White Hill, yet, on its favourable result,
he marched at the head of an independent force into Moravia,
and completely re-established there the imperial authority. Inthe
following year he purchased from the Emperor Ferdinand, for
the sum of 7,290,228 florins, sixty properties, great and small,
which that prince had confiscated from patriots whom he had
either executed or banished.

For his faithful services, Ferdinand in 1623 nominated
Wallenstein to be Prince, a title changed, the year following,
into that of Duke, of Friedland. At this time the yearly income
he derived from his various estates, all economically managed,
was calculated to be thirty millions of florins—little short
of two and a half millions sterling. When, in 1625, the
invasion of Christian IV. of Denmark threatened to derange the
plans of the Emperor, that prince, anxious to find a counter-
poise to the influence of Maximilian, turned his thoughts to
Wallenstein. But the Duke of Friedland had anticipated his
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sovereign. It was he, who, divining his master’s wishes, and
animated by the ambition born of natural ability, offered to
raise and maintain, at his own cost, an army of 50,000 men,
and to lead it against the enemy. Ferdinand, eagerly accepted
the offer. Named Generalissimo and Field Marshal in July of
the same year, Wallenstein marched at the head of 80,000
men, a number which increased almost daily, first to the
Weser, thence, after noticing the positions of Tilly and of King
Christian, to the banks of the Elbe, where he wintered.

Of the campaign which followed in the spring, it is necessary
to give but the briefest outline. It will suffice to say that
Mansfeldt, with the view to prevent a junction between Tilly
and Wallenstein, marched against the latter, and, though his
troops were fewer in number, took up a position at Dessau in
full view of the imperial camp, and there intrenched himself.
Here Wallenstein attacked (25 April 1626) and completely
defeated him. Not discouraged by this overthrow, and still
bearing in mind the main object of the campaign, Mansfeldt
fell back into Brandenburg, recruited there his army, called
to himself the Duke of Saxe-Weimar, and then suddenly
dashed, by forced marches, towards Silesia and Moravia,
with the intention of reaching Hungary, where Bethlen Gabor
had promised to meet him. In spite of his desire to finish
the war in the north, Wallenstein recognised the necessity of
following the daring adventurer, as the only means of prevent-
ing him from carrying the war into the very heart of the
Imperial dominions. He marched, then, with all possible speed,
and pressed him so hard, that, though Mansfeldt did effect a
junction with Bethlen Gabor, it was with but the skeleton of his
army. Despairing of success against numbers vastly superior,
Bethlen Gabor withdrew from his new colleague, and Mansfeldt,
reduced to despair, disbanded his remaining soldiers, and sold
his camp-equipage to supply himself with the means of flight
(September). He died soon after (80th November). His com-
panion, the Duke of Saxe Weimar, followed him to the grave
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on the 4th of the month following. Wallenstein then retraced
his steps to the North.

Meanwhile Tilly, left to deal with Christian IV., had followed
that prince into Lower Sazony, had caught, attacked, and com-
pletely defeated him at Lutter (am Barenberge), the 27th July
1626. This victory gave him complete possession of that dis-
affected province, and, despite a vigorous attempt made by the
Margrave George Frederic of Baden to wrest it from him, he
held it till the return of Wallenstein from the pursuit of Mans-
feldt. As two stars of so great a magnitude could not shine in
the same hemisphere, it was then decided that Tilly should carry
the war into Holland, whilst to Wallenstein should be left the
honour of dealing with the King of Denmark and the Protestant
princes of the north. Wallenstein carried out his task with
great thoroughness. During the two years that followed, he
drove the remnants of the enemy from Silesia, took military
occupation of Brandenburg and Mecklenburg, then advanced into
Pomerania and laid siege to Stralsund. Here, however, he met
with his first check. In the splendid resistance which they made
the Stralsunders were aided by the genius and the energy of
Gustavus Adolphus, the young King of Sweden. Mainly in
consequence of this aid, Wallenstein, after a siege of upwards of
three months—May to July 1629—was forced to renounce hisg
efforts. A yearlater he concluded with King Christian at Liibeck
a peace, by which the latter bound himself to interfere no more in
the affairs of Germany. For his services in the war Wallenstein
received in fee the Duchy of Mecklenburg.

Germany lay apparently at the feet of the Emperor. Freed
alike from Protestant opposition and from the yoke of Maxi-
milian, Ferdinand begah now, in consultation with the Jesuits,
to put in action the policy dictated by the fanaticism which
swayed his narrow mind. Before even the peace of Liibeck had
been signed he had issued (6th March 1629), an edict, known as
the Restitution Edict, in virtue of which the Protestants were
required fo restore to the Catholics all the monasteries and
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church lands of which, since the peace of Passau, they had become
possessed ; it further directed that, in the States immediately
subject to the Emperor, the Catholic services alone should be
performed in all churches, that the Reformers should be excluded
from the operation of the Peace of Religion, and that the
Catholic princes of the empire should be permitted to constrain
their subjects to conform to their faith. This decree was put
in force, under the pressure of the sword, in all the Imperial
cities: in Augsburg, in Ulm, in Ratisbon; in Kaufbeuren and
in other towns; and ‘it was plainly intimated to the Protestant
princes that they would be required equally to carry it out.

. It was not to be supposed that an edict of this tremendous
character would be submitted to without opposition. Already
the preponderance obtained by the Emperor in Germany by the
victories of Wallenstein had given umbrage to the more inde-
pendent of the Catholic princes. Maximilian of Bavaria especially,
who had really given Ferdinand his throne, was resolved in no
sense to become that prince’s vassal. His views, strongly
supported by those of the French court, represented by the
illustrious Richelieu, found expression at the Diet held at
Ratisbon in 1680. The opposition which developed itself on this
occasion forced the Emperor to consent to diminish his army,
and to withdraw from Wallenstein the patent of Generalissimo.
On the 80th September following, then, Wallenstein’s army was
disbanded, and Wallenstein himself withdrew to private life
in his princely residence at Gitschin.

Before even this step had been taken a new difficulty had
confronted the Emperor. Neither the Electors of Brandenburg
and Saxony nor the representatives of the Hanse towns had
attended the diet at Ratisbon. Almost the sole representatives
of the Protestant feeling in Germany able to raise their voice
against the new persecution, these champions of the Reformation
had secretly urged upon the prince who had saved Stralsund to
aid them in devising means to conjure the danger which
threatened them all alike. These solicitations, supported by

A}
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Denmark and by France, fell on no unwilling ear. The very
month which saw the re-formation of a Catholic League at
Ratisbon, witnessed likewise the declaration of Gustavus
Adolphus at Stockholm espousing the cause of the oppressed
Protestants of Germany.

The son of Charles IX. of Sweden and of Christine of Schleswig
Holstein, born the 9th December 1594, Gustavus Adolphus had
succeeded to the throne of Sweden at the early age of seventeen.
Nature had endowed him with beauty of form, with the strength
that defies fatigue. She had bestowed upon him likewise
the still more precious gift of a mind full of intelligence, of noble
sentiments, and of courage. These qualities had been developed
by a most judicious course of education. At the age of sixteen
Gustavus Adolphus was well versed in the science of arms, he
knew almost all the languages of Europe, he assisted his father
alike at the head of his armies, and in the Council chamber.
Called to the throne (8th November 1611) before he had attained
the age of seventeen, at a time when his country was engaged
in war against Russia, Denmark, and Poland, he displayed a
rare prudence. With the advice of his friend, Axel Oxenstierna,
whom, his senior by eleven years, he had made minister,
Gustavus proceeded in the first instance to strengthen the bases
of his own authority. He effected this important object by
making concessions to his nobility, by restoring to them the
privileges of which he believed they had been unjustly deprived.
The good policy of this reform soon made itself practically felt.
Before the close of the year following his accession his popularity
had obtained for him all the assistance in men and money
necessary to carry on the war. Deeming himself, however, nof
yet strong enough to 8ombat three enemies at the same time, he
took an early opportunity to conclude peace with Denmark (28th
January 1618). He found it comparatively an easy task, then,
to drive the Russian fleets from the Baltic, and to conquer from
the Czar, Michael Romanoff, the provinces of Ingria and
Carelia, and & part of Livonia. A less well-balanced mind than
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his own might possibly, at his age, have yielded to earnest
advice pressed upon him by one of his oldest generals, Jacques
de la Gardie,* to expel the Romanoffs, and to gain the imperial
throne of Russia for himself. Gustavus contented himself with
the more safe and solid project of expelling Russia from the
shores of the Baltic, and of annexing Finland. He secured both
these objects by a treaty which he concluded with the Czar
in 1617.

The war against Sigismund III., King of Poland, known in
Polish history as the sixty years’ war, still, however, continued.
So fiercely did Gustavus press it, that by the end of 1626 he had
conquered the whole of Polish Livonia, and of west Russia as far
a8 Thorn. Before Dantzig, which he proceeded then to besiege, he
was wounded, and his troops were repulsed. Gustavus, however,
took his revenge by inflicting several defeats on the enemy, and,
although again wounded, and then again, he had driven them
almost to extremity when Wallenstein, after having expelled the
Danes from North Germany, entered Pomerania and laid siege
to Stralsund. How the action of Gustavus, aiding the valour of
the defenders, forced him to raise the siege and to retreat, has
been already related. Gustavus pursued his advantage, captured
Neuburg, Marienwerder, Graudenz, and other places, when, on
the intervention of the Elector of Brandenburg, he agreed to a
twelve weeks’ suspension of hostilities (8th March to 1st June
1629). On the expiration of this term hostilities were renewed,
but the diplomatic action of France induced the contending
parties to come to terms, and on the 1st September following
a truce for six years, very advantageous for Sweden, was signed
at Altenmarkt,. .

The proceedings at the Diet of Ratisbon the following year,
the renewal of the league against the Reformers, the solicita-
tions of many leading Protestant nobles, and the promised sup-

* Second son of the renowned Pontus de la Gardie, Baron of Eckholm. Jacquos
is described as having been a type of those illustrious men who distinguish them-
selves no less by their great military services than by the protection they afford to
letters and art,

2
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port of France, determined the young Swedish monarch to take
the bold step of declaring war against the Emperor. He felt, as
he explained to his Estates, that the step was in reality purely
defensive ; that he would have to look on calmly whilst north
Germany was being swallowed up, certain that his turn would
come next, or to interfere ; that of the two courses interference
was the nobler and the more humane. On the 19th May 1630,
then, he presented his only child, Christina, then six years old,
to the Estates assembled at Stockholm ; confided her to their
care and to their fidelity as the heiress to the throne, and
addressed them in the most touching language. Calling God to
witness that he was undertaking this war solely in order to make
common cause with the oppressed reformers of Germany in
resisting the tyranny of their Catholic persecutors, he added:
“I hope to ensure the triumph of the cause of the oppressed ;
but as it sometimes happens that the pitcher is broken whilst
being carried to the water, it is possible that I may not succeed.
I, who have exposed my life to so many dangers, who have
shed my blood so often for my country, without receiving, thanks
be to God, a mortal wound—I feel that, at last, I shall have
to pay the sacrifice. That is why I make now my adieux to you
all, and express my hope that we shall meet in a better world.”
Eleven days later he embarked at Elfsnabben.

The fleet collected at that port to convey the army to the
ghores of Germany consisted of twenty-eight ships of war of
various sizes and a large number of transports. Considering
the end in view, the might of the enemy, the extent of the
country to be traversed, the army itself was ridiculously small
in numbers. The three arms which composed it fell some-
what short of twenty thousand. Of these, in round numbers,
fifteen thousand were infantry, two thousand cavalry, and
the remainder artillery. But the army led by Gustavus was
not to be judged by numbers alone. The men, trained to
the perfection of discipline by the long wars with Russia and

Poland, occupied the first rank in the esteem of military
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Europe. They were led by officers tried and proved in several
campaigns, and the reputation of many of whom was to
become an immortal heritage to the generations that were
%o follow. Amongst them may be named Gustavus Horn, a
Swede, who had ‘““made his proofs” under Prince Maurice
of Nassau; Banner or Banér, also a Swede, who avenged
himself for the execution of his father by Charles IX. by
rendering the most splendid service to the son of that monarch ;
Baudissin, a representative of the Lusatian family of Luppau ;
Falkenberg, Mutsenfahl, Ortenburg, Kniphausen, Teufel, and
Tott, all men of great ability ; Henry Matthias, Count of Thurn,
the same who had flung the councillors and their secretary from
the window at Prague; the Rhinegrave Otto Ludwig. The list
could be lengthened, for there was scarcely a man in that army
who was not a hero.

Detained by contrary winds, the fleet cast anchor off the little
island of Riigen, separated only from the Pomeranian mainland
by the Strela Sound, on the 24th June. Gustavus was the
first to leap upon the land. Kneeling, in the presence of his
following, he thanked the Almighty for having brought his army
and his fleet in safety to German ground. With the utmost
expedition, and in spite of a violent storm, he landed his troops,
marched upon and occupied Stettin, Damm, Stargard, Cammin,
and Walgart, almost without the semblance of opposition.
Before the end of July he had become virtually master of
Pomerania.

For the moment the Emperor had no army to oppose him.
Wallenstein had been dismissed, and the army which Wallenstein
commanded had vanished with their leader. A few troops had
indeed garrisoned the towns of Pomerania, but these, drawn
together by the Imperial commander in those parts, Torquato
Conti, were in no condition to make head against the invader.
Conti, whose cruelty was surpassed only by his avarice, used
then unhesitatingly the only means at his disposal to check the
progress of the Swedes, He ordered the laying waste of the

9w
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country on both sides of his line of retreat, the burning of
the more opulent villages; then, to render the possession of
Stettin useless to Gustavus, he intrenched himself at Garz,
south of that place, on the left bank of the Oder, hoping by that
means to sever the communications between the Swedes and
the rest of Germany. Further, when he saw that Gustavus had
no intention of attacking him, but, leaving him intrenched at
Garz, had proceeded to complete the conquest of the province,
Conti suddenly quitted his position and made a dash at Stettin.
Repulsed with loss, and seeing the impossibility of carrying on
the campaign successfully, he sent a messenger to Gustavus to
propose a truce during the autumn and winter months, on the
ground that it would be too cold to fight. ‘The Swedes can
fight in winter as well as in summer,” was the reply of the
Swedish king. It was sufficient for Conti, who resigned his
command and left his troops, under the Count of Schaumburg,
to make the best of their way into Brandenburg. This march
thither they only accomplished with great loss of men, of guns,
and of baggage.

The circumstances of the empire, the absence of an imperial
army, the knowledge that more than one-half of the people of
Germany gave him their sympathies and their prayers, and
were prepared, as soon as he should have developed his capacity
by beating the armies of the League, to render him their active
aid, would have justified Gustavus, being the man he was, to
march through Germany and finish the war in Vienna. The
idea was considered by his generals and himself. Gustavus
rejected it, not because he considered the plan impracticable,
but because, were he to act upon it, he would appear to some,
and he would be represented to all, as a foreign sovereign whose
selfish aim was to expel Ferdinand only to assume his place ;
whereas, by confining himself to driving the Imperialists from
the north and the west of Germany, where they were harassing
and oppressing the people, he would occupy the position which
he coveted above all others, that of a deliverer. He resolved
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rather, then, to make himself master, in the first instance, of
the strong places in the northern and western portions of the
country, to rouse to co-operation with him the princes and
*people of those portions, to close the Baltic to the Imperialists,
to de]_brive the Emperor of all his allies in the country, and,
when this had been accomplished, to deal the House of Austria
a blow which should force it, under the penalty of destruction,
to abandon the policy of persecution—to respect the rights and
the consciences of others.

The resignation:of his command by Torquato Conti, and
the disorderly retreat of the troops he had commanded, were
events which played the game of Gustavus. He took Greifen-
hagen—a considerable town on the Oder, between Stettin and
Garz—by storm, occupied the latter place, abandoned by the
Imperialists ; then, marching nearly directly eastward, seized
Pyritz. Before the end of the year the only places in Pomerania
which still held out for the Emperor were Greifswald, Demmin,
and Kolberg, and Gustavus was making energetic preparations
for besieging these.

If the Imperial generals were, on the plains in the north of
Germany, playing the game of Gustavus, not the less so was
Ferdinand II. in his Cabinet of Vienna. It has been already
stated how Wallenstein had over-run Mecklenburg, and how the
Emperor, to reward his services, had pronounced that duchy to
be forfeited, and had bestowed it upon his victorious general.
But the expelled dukes of Mecklenburg still possessed power and
influence in their hereditary domains. Gustavus, conqueror of
nearly all Pomerania, stood on the borders of Mecklenburg
prepared, there could be no doubt, to restore the duchy to its
rightful lords. The expelled dukes, however, endeavoured
rather to win from their master the boon which the foreigner
would have placed in their hands. Through the princes of the
Diet, still assembled at Ratisbon, they expressed their deter-
mination not only to give no aid, but to offer the strongest
opposition to the foreign invader, provided the Emperor would
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restore to them their rights. But obstinacy was a great
characteristic of Ferdinand. Though he knew what a refusal
would cost him, he refused. One consequence was that Mecklen-
burg, the province adjoining Pomerania, was gained for Gustavus,
and Prince Charles of Sachsen-Lauenburg proceeded thither to
raise troops for him.

In other respects the affairs of Gustavus prospered. On the
18th January 1631, he concluded, at Barwald, a treaty for six
years with France, in virtue of which he was to receive a
hundred and sixty thousand thalers on the spot, and an annual
subsidy of four hundred thousand on condition of maintaining
in the field an army of thirty thousand infantry and six thousand
cavalry, and of assuring to the princes and people whose
territory he might occupy the free exercise of their religion.
He opened the campaign in the March following, took Neu-
brandenburg, Loitz, Malchin, and laid siege to Greifswald,
Demmin, and Kolberg. To cover these last operations he
formed an intrenched camp of Schwedt, on the Oder. He
was still in that camp when he received information that an
Imperialist army under Count Tilly was rapidly approaching
to relieve the beleaguered towns.

A short, lean man, with hollow cheeks, a long nose, a broad
wrinkled forehead, heavy moustachios, and a pointed chin, Tilly
had the reputation of being the most successful soldier of the
age. A Netherlander by birth, he had learned the art of war
under Alba and, especially, under Alexander Farnese. In the
school of that great captain he had learned alike how to obey
and how to enforce obedience, to shrink from no measures,
however opposed they might be to the dictates of humanity,
which were necessary to obtain his end. He was a bigoted
Catholic, and thought all means lawful for the extirpation of
heresy. He had made his first military studies in the Nether-
lands against the Protestants: he had then served in Hungary
against the rebels of that country and the Turks; then again in
Bavaria, in Bohemia, and in the Palatinate against the Pro-
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testants. He had never been beaten. Though not, in the strict
sense of the word, a great general, he was yet a man to be
feared ; for he combined quickness of movement with daring,
possessed a very clear military vision, never shrank from striking
when he thought a blow might be effective, and his execution
was always ‘‘ thorough.”

Such was the man who, at the head of twenty thousand men,
hastily collected from the different parts of Catholic Germany,
was hastening, in the middle of the winter of 1630-31, by forced
marches, to relieve, the beleaguered towns of Demmin and
Kolberg. At Frankfurt-on-the-Oder he met the shattered
remnants of the small army which, under Conti, had endeavoured
to stay the progress of the invader, and subsequently, under
Schaumburg, had roused against itself, by its terrible excesses and
unsparing exactions, the indignation of the people of the pro-
vinces through which it had retreated. Leaving Schaumburg
with a sufficient garrison in Frankfurt, Tilly pressed forward to
Pomerania. But before he could quit Brandenburg he heard
of the surrender of the places he had been so anxious to
save. The first object of his march, then, had vanished. There
could be no question of attacking, with his comparatively small
force, the intrenched camp of Gustavus at Schwedt. But he
could still strike a blow under which Protestantism would recl.
The considerable city of Magdeburg, known for its zeal for
the reformed religion, had re-elected, as its administrator,
Christian William of Brandenburg, a prince who had been
placed under the ban of the Empire, had received a Swedish
general, Dietrich of Falkenburg, and with him a small Swedish
garrison. Heresolved, then, that Magdeburg should feel the first
vengeance of the Catholic League. Renouncing, accordingly, his
march to Pomerania, Tilly struck westwards towards that city.

No sooner had Gustavus become aware that the direction of
Tilly’s march had been changed, than, as anxious as his
opponent to deliver a blow which should be felt, he quitted his
intrenched camp and marched on Frankfurt-on-the-Oder. His
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troops were on their march inflamed to fury by the tidings
which reached them, that Tilly, on his march westward, had
stormed the town of Neubrandenburg, recently taken by them,
and had put to the sword every man of the Swedish garrison
which had defended it. They arrived before Frankfurt deter-
mined to enforce a heavy retribution; attacked the city with
vigour and resolution ; and stormed it the third day (8rd April
1631). They captured all the enemy’s guns and meted out to
the soldiers who demanded mercy the same quarter which their
own countrymen had received at Neubrandenburg.

Meanwhile, in view of the invasion of Germany, of the
declared intention of the Emperor Ferdinand to enforce with
the utmost strictness the resolutions of the Diet against heresy,
many of the Protestant princes had, on the invitation of John
George, Elector of Saxony, met in consultation at Leipzig
(6th February 1681). Neither John George nor George William,
Elector of Brandenburg—t