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PREFACE.

Mr. AxTHONY TROLLOPE, in “ The Bertrams,” says, ¢ Of Malta
I should like to write a book, and may perhaps do so some
day.” If Mr. TroLLoPE had favoured the public with a book
on Malta, I should certainly not have presumed to write on the
same subject; but as he has not done so, and perhaps may
never do so, the public may, possibly, condescend to read what I
have ventured toewrite about that interesting island and its
inhabitants.

My long residence in Malta, my knowledge of the principal
languages spoken on the island, and my intimate acquaintance
with many of the native inhabitants, have enabled me to obtain
the information necessary to the production of this book, which,
with' much diffidence, I offer to my readers. How I have
availed myself of the information which fortunate circum-
stances placed within my reach, and how I have executed the
task which I prescribed to myself, it is for those to say who
will take the trouble to read what I have written.

I have aimed at accuracy and impartiality; and I have
endeavoured to instruct rather than to amuse. For what I
have said about the present condition of Malta I have relied
on personal observation, and on the information collected from
many sources during my residence on the island : for-the past
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history of Malta I have consulted every book within my reach
which could throw any light on the subject. Amongst the
works which have greatly aided me in my researches are the
following : the works of Ciantar and Abela, native historians
and antiquaries; Boisgelin, Vassallo, Vertot, Ransijat, Miége,
and the Canon Panzavecchia; Lieut.-Col. Porter’s History of
the Fortress of Malta;”’ the Report of the Commiésioners, Sir
G. C. Lewis and Mr. Austen; the Maliu Government Gazette,
the Malta Times, Malta Observer, and other newspapers,
together with numerous pamphlets in Italian and English.
For the information contained in Appendix X., entitled,
« Notes on the Geology, Botany, and Natural History of
Malta,” I am indebted to my friend Mr. W. C. P. Medlycott,
of Ven House, Sherborne, Fellow of the Zoological Society.
From these and similar sources I hdve endcavoured to learn
something about *“ Malta, Past and Present;” and to embody
what I have myself learned in such a shape as to be, I trust,
acceptable to the general reader, and not altogether useless to
the student of history.

H. 8.
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THE HISTORY OF MALTA.

CHAPTER L
EARLY HISTORY OF MALTA.—B.C. 1400 To A.D. 870.

Mavra is situated very near the 36th parallel of north latitude ;
its longitude is about 15° east; it is sixty miles distant
from Cape Passaro in Sicily, 190 miles from Cape Spartivento
in Italy, and about the same distance from Cape Bon in Africa.
The greatest length of the island is twenty miles; its greatest
breadth twelve miles ; and its circumference sixty miles. Sepa-
rated from it by a channel four miles wide to the north-west
lies the island of Gozo ; and between the two islands, nearly in
the centre of the channel, is the island of Comino; the whole
circumference of Malta, Gozo, and the intermediate island
being about 100 miles. About three miles from Malta, on its
southern side, is a rock called Filfla. All these islands are
equally subject to the British Crown ; the smaller islands being
regarded as appendages to Malta. In official documents it is
customary to use the form ¢ Malta and its Dependencies.” In
the following historical outline I shall speak principally of
Malta. Whenever the smaller islands are not specially men-
tioned the reader may take it for granted that what is recorded
of Malta is true also of the smaller islands; and indeed it is

impossible, on account of their geographical position, that the °
B
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three smaller islands should ever possess a political existence
independent of that of Malta.

The political changes through which these islands have
passed present to the student of history a inost inviting subject
of inquiry. If we look back to the remote past we find them
inhabited successively by Phenicians, Greeks, Carthaginians,

- Romans, Arabs, Normans, and Spaniards ; and in later times
we find them rising into importance as the stronghold of the
renowned Order of St. John. Since the beginning of the
present century they have formed part of the British Empire,
and their history has, therefore, become completely identified
with the history of our own country. '

The early history of Malta is involved in obscurity. The
ancient records of the island are full of fubles similar to those
which we read in the early history of Greece and Rome. A
gigantic race of hecroes is said to have possessed the island
during the antediluvian ages; and ‘after tke Trojan war, Malta
is said to have been the residence of the goddess Calypso, who
received and entertained, as Fénélon tells us, Telemachus, the
son of Ulysses. I need not, however, detain the reader by
giving a detailed account of these fables, which are, after all,
more amusing than profitable; but passing at once from the
region of conjecture into that of history, I shall begin with
the period of the Phoenicians—the first known possessors of
Malta. : ¢

Pr@nicrans.—Before Joshua conquered Palestine, the whole
country from the extreme north to the very borders of Egypt
was peopled by the Canaanites, the descendants of Ham. These
were divided into eleven families, of which the most powerful
was that of Canaan, the founder of Sidon and head of the
Canaanites properly so called, whom the Greeks called ®oivixoc
(Pheenicians), from goivcos (scarlet, red, or purple), probably
in allusion to the beautiful dye for which Tyre was famous.

" Straitened in their territories by the conquests of the
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Israelites, and anxious to breathe the air of liberty, these enter-
prising Pheenicians began to look about them for other settle-
ments. About the year B.c. 1450, they first began to undertake
long voyages, and to engage in commercial speculations. They
journeyed through Mesopotamia, Assyria, Persia, Arabia, and
even ventured as far as India. They planted colonies on the
shores of the Black Sea, in the islands of the Levant, in Sicily,
Sardinia, and Spain. They also laid the foundation of Carthage,
a city destined to play a great part in the history of the world ;
and as Malta offered great advantages to ships sailing between
Carthage and the mother country, it was natural that the
Pheenicians should be attracted to its shores, and should there
establish a permanent settlement.

The few native Maltese who have written on the early history
of their island have delighted to dwell on the glories of Malta
in the days of the Pheenicians. Some of their statements are
evidently tinged with a strohg feeling of patriotism which has
led them into very considerable exaggerations ; but after making
every reasonable deduction there is still good ground to con-
clude, from what they tell us, that Malta did really occupy a
prominent place in the history of those remote ages. Several
Punic inscriptions may be seen in the Public Library at Malta.
The ruins of a Phenician temple exist at Crendi; a few miles
from Valletta ; and the huge masses of stone which are known
im Gozo as the Giant’s Tower, are doubtless the remains of a
temple in which Pheenician worshippers bowed down before the
image of Baal. The caves at Bingemma, in the interior of the
island, are also evidently excavations made by the Pheenicians.
They are said greatly to resemble in their general appearance
the sepulchral grottoes which exist in the neighbourhood of
Tyre and Sidon. Coins, statues, and inscriptions of Phenician
origin have frequently been found in Malta. Many are pre-
served in the museums of the native gentry, and some in the
Public Library. All these bear testimony to the fact that the

B2
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Pheenicians possessed the island ; but there is no record of con-
temporary historians from which we can gain any information
respecting the condition of the inhabitants of Malta under the
Punic government.

GrEEKS.—When Malta had been in the possession of the
Pheenicians about seven hundred years, the island passed into
the hands of the Greeks. This event is supposed to have occurred
about the time that the Greek colony of Syracuse was founded
by Archias of Corinth, B.c. 732. The government which the
Greeks established was, like that of the other Greek colonies,
formed on a Republican model. In the Royal Museum at Naples
may be seen a Greek inscription which informs us how a cer-
tain Demetrius of Syracuse received the thanks of the Maltese
people for the signal services which he had rendered to them.
An accurate copy of this inscription may be seen in the learned
work of Monsignor Bres, entitled ¢‘ Malta Antica Illustrata”
—Ancient Malta Illustrated. Greek inscriptions have been
found in several places in the island. Greek temples are said
by some of the Maltese native historians to have existed in
various parts of the island. In Sicily we have at Segesta,
Selinonte, and Girgenti, the remains of temples which even
now, after the lapse of two thousand years, awe us by their
grandeur. In Malta all traces of the idolatry of the ancient
Greeks have disappeared.

CarrHAGINIANS.—Two hundred and fifty years after the
Greeks landed in Malta, the Carthaginians, who were then just
beginning their glorious career, added Malta and the neighbour-
ing islands to their extensive dominions (B.c. 480). Whether
they claimed Malta as property which had formerly belonged
to their forefathers, the Pheenicians, or whether they claimed it
only by right of conquest, we are unable to say. They obtained
by force of arms Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, the Balearic Islands,
and Spain. It could not have been expected, therefore, that
Malta should resist their power; and the Greeks, apparently
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without a struggle, retired to make way for the brave
descendants of Canaan.

About the year B.c. 264, the first of those eventful wars,
known in Roman history as the Punic wars, broke out; and
the Roman Consul, C. Duillius, gained the first naval victory
over the Carthaginians. Three years after, Attilius Regulus
gained another great victory, and moving towards Africa with
" his fleet in order to make a descent on the coast in the neigh-
bourhood of Carthage, he came in sight of Malta, which,
without having made any special preparation, he attacked
and conquered. But the fortune of war is inconstant. The
year following, the Carthaginians, under Xantippus, the Lace-
demonian general, became once more masters of the sea, and
retook possession of Malta. Sixteen years passed away, and:
then C. Lutatius Catulus defeated the Carthaginians at sea, off
the coast of Sicily, in the neighbourhood of the Egades; the
three islands now called ¥avignana, Maretimo, and Levanso.
Malta was, therefore, again claimed by the Romans, and was
made over to them by treaty. Peace was of short duration.
The Carthaginians wantonly violated the treaty and resumed
their sway over Malta, as well as over all the other places which
they had ceded. At last, in the year B.c.-240, the first Punic war
was concluded after twenty-'four years of almost incessant hos-
tilities, and Malta remained in the hands of the Carthaginiaus.
o The Carthaginians had made peace solely because they were
unable to continue the war. But as soon as ever their forces
were recruited and their exchequer replenished, they took the
earliest opportunity of breaking the treaty which they had
made with Rome. They besieged Saguntum, a city in alliance
with Rome, and, when desired to desist, only prosecuted their
operations with greater vigour. Ambassadors -were sent in
consequence from Rome to Carthage, who complained of the
infraction of the articles, and required that Hannibal, the
Carthaginian general at whose instigation Saguntum had been
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attacked, should be delivered to them. The Carthaginian
Senate indignantly refused to comply with this demand, and
both sides prepared for the Second Punic war (B.c. 218).

Hannibal crossed first the Pyrenees, then the Alps, and
entered the plains of Italy. At Trebia, Thrasymene, and
Canns, this great general gained victories which have made his
name immortal. The fate of Malta during this war is related
by Livy in a few words. He says that* ¢ the consul—Tiberius
Sempronius—having dismissed Hiero with the royal fleet, and
having left the prator to defend the coast of Sicily, passed
over himself from Lilybeum (now Marsala) to the island of
Melita (Malta), which was held in possession by the Cartha-
ginians. On his arrival, Hamilcar the son of Gisco, the
commander of the garrison, delivered to him both the town and
the island, together with the soldiers under his command,
amounting to nearly two thousand ; thence, after a few days,
he returned to Lilybseum, and the prisoners taken both by the
consul and by the prator, excepting those illustrious for their
rank, were publicly sold.”” After this the Carthaginians were
never able to recover possession of the island. Their dominion
over Malta lasted two bundred and sixty years, from s.c. 480
to B.c. 220.

Romans.—During the most brilliant period in the history of
Rome, Malta had the distinguished honour of being reckoned
among the possessions of the Great Republic. Her citizenc
enjoyed all the privileges granted to Roman citizens, and were
governed by a proconsul, or, as some think, a proprator, who
was subject to the authority of the Prator of Sicily.

‘Whilst the Romans governed Malta an event occurred which

¢ « A Lilybmo, consul, Hierone cum classe regid demisso relictoque prstore
ad tuendam Sicilizs oram ipse in insulam Melitam que a Carthaginiensibus
tenebatur trajecit: advenienti Hamilcar Gisconis filius preefectus preesidii cum
paulo minus duobus millibus militum oppidumque cum insula traditur. Inde
post paucos dies reditum Lilyhseum, captivique et a consule et a praetore preeter
insignes nobilitate viros sub corond venierunt.”’—Liv., lib. xxi. c. 51.
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has rendered the island almost sacred in the eyes of those who
look with interest on the places where the great scenes described
in the Bible took place. The great Apostle of the Gentiles, on
his way from Jerusalem to Rome, was shipwrecked at an island
called Melita, which there can be no doubt is identical with
Malta. I am well aware that on this subject opinions are
divided. Many persons, to whose judgment some deference is
due, maintain that the Apostle was wrecked at the island of
Meleda, in the northern portion of the Adriatic.* A careful
examination of both sides of this interesting question leads, I
think, to the conclusion that the weight of evidence is entirely
in favour of Malta; and if it be admitted that St. Paul was
wrecked in Malta, there is but one place on the island where the
scene could have occurred, and that is the place which local
tradition has always pointed out, and which has for ages been
known as St. Paul’s Bay.

The arguments in fawour of Meleda are concisely and
accurately summed up by the learned Dr. Hales in his ¢ Chro-
nology ;” and, in order that the reader may hear both sides, 1
will first quote Dr. Hales on this subject, and then examine his
arguments with a view to test their force.

“The course of this voyage,” says Dr. Hales, ‘ related Acts
xxvii., in which the Apostle was shipwrecked on the island of
Melita (Acts xxviii. 1), has been much mistaken by the first

¢ ¢On sait bien aujourd’hui & ne plus en douter que c’cst I'ile de Meleda dans
la Mer Adriatique, sur la cdte de la Dalmatie, et qui faisait autrefois partie de la
république de Raguse o0 St. Paul fit naufrage.”— Corresp. de Bar. Zach.,ix. 78.

“ The supposition (that Malta was the scene of St. Paul’s shipwreck) is quite
absurd. Not to argue the matter at length, consider these few conclusive facts.
The narrative speaks of the barbarous people and barbarians of the island ; now
our Malta was at the time fully peopled and highly civilised, as we may surely
infer from ancient and other writings. A viper comes out of the sticks upon the
fire being lighted ; the men are not surprised at the appearance of the snake, but
imagine first a murderer and then a god from the harmless attack. Now in our
Malta there are, I may say, no snakes at all.”’—Coleridge’s ¢ Table Talk,” p. 185.

“This (Malta) is not the Melita where St. Paul was shipwrecked.”—Lord
Lindsay’s ¢ Letters from Egypt and the Holy Land,” i. 19.
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geographers and commentators, and their maps of it erroneously
constructed, in consequence of the vulgar error that the island
in question was the African Meleda, or Malta, instead of the
Adriatic Melita, or Meleda. This correction of the received
geography we owe to the sagacious Bryant; and it has recently
been established with much learning and ability by a layman in
a Dissertation on this voyage, Oxford, 1817, the ingenious Dr.
Falconer, the physician at Bath, who has also furnished a more
correct map of the voyage.”
» * L » * * *

“ When they had reached the shore in safety they found that
the island on which they were cast was named Melita. That
this island was Meleda, near the Illyrian coast, not Malta, on
the southern coast of Sicily, may appear from the following
considerations :—

“1. It lies confessedly in the Adriatic Sea, but Malta a
considerable distance from it. ¢ .

“2. It lies nearer the mouth of the Adriatic than any other
island of that sea; and would, of course, be more likely to
receive the wreck of any vessel driven by tempests towards that
quarter; and it lies north-west by north of the south-west
promontory of Crete, and came nearly in the direction of a
storm from the south-east quarter.

“ 3. An obscure island, called Melita, whose inhabitants were
‘barbarous,” was not applicable to the celebrity of Malta a#
that time, which Cicero represents as abounding in curiosities
and riches, and possessing a remarkable manufacture of the
finest linen. (Orat. in Verrem, iv. sec. 18, 46.)

“ And Diodorus Siculus more fully: ‘Malta is furnished
with many and very good harbours, and the inhabitants are
very rich; for it is full of all sorts of artificers, among whom
are excellent weavers of fine linen. Their houses are very
stately and beautiful, adorned with graceful eaves, and
pargetted with white plaster. The inhabitants are a colony of
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Phenicians, who, trading as merchants as far as the western
ocean, resorted to this place on account of its commodious ports
and convenient situation for maritime commerce; and by the
advantage of this place the inhabitants frequently became
famous both for their wealth and their merchandise.” (Diodor.,
lib. v. e. 1.)

““4. The circumstance of the viper, or venomous snake, which
fastened on St. Paul’s hand, agrees with the damp and woody
island of Meleda, affording shelter and proper nourishment for
such, but not with the dry and rocky island of Malta,in which
there are no serpents now, and none in the time of Pliny.

“5. The disease with which the father of Publius was
affected, dysentery combined with fever, probably intermittent,
might well suit a country woody and damp, and probably,
for want of draining, exposed to the putrid efluvia of confined
moisture, but was not likely to affect a dry, rocky, and remark-
ably healthy island ]ike Malta.

 After a stay of three months they departed, probably about
the beginning of March, in a ship of Alexandria, which had
also wintered in the isle, and perhaps from similar stress of
weather, and came from thence to Syracuse, where they spent
three days, and thence proceeded to Rhegium, on the Straits of
Messina; and after a day’s stay there, reached Puteoli in two
days, which was the usual port at which the corn ships from
Kgypt landed their cargoes. Here also Josephus and his ship-
wrecked companions landed after they were taken up by a
Cyrenian vessel, the year after St. Paul’s voyage.” *

Let us see now what may be said in reply to these state-
ments, and in favour of the assertion that Malta was the scene
of St. Paul’s shipwreck.

1. The force of the first objection rests on the use of the
word “ Adria’’ in Acts xxvii. 7 :—* We were driven up and
down in Adria.” Now it is well known to scholars that the

* Hales’ * Chronology,’’ vol. i. p. 468. Second edition, 1830.
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whole of the sea between Greece, Italy, and Africa was fre-
quently called by the ancients Adria, or Hadria. Strictly
speaking, only the northern part of the sea was called Mare
Adriaticum, whilst the southern portion of it was called Mare
Jonium; but, speaking popularly, a large portion of the
Mare Tonium was included in the name Adria; just as in the
present day we seldom make any distinction between the Irish
Sea and St. George’s Cbannel, but include the whole of the sea
between England and Ireland under the former name. St.
Luke might, therefore, with perfect propriety, say, ¢ We were
driven up and down in Adria,” meaning by this term that
portion of the Mediterranean which lies to the west of Greece,
and to the south-east of Italy. Hesychius, who lived in the third
century, expressly says that in his time the Ionian Sca was
called Adria—*Ionium mare quod nunc Adria.” And Pro-
copius, who was secretary to the great general, Belisarius,
AD. 534, says that Malta and Gozo fgrmed the boundary
between the Tuscan and Adriatic seas—“Insule Gaulus et
Melita, Adriaticum et Tuscum pelagus disterminant.” The
objection, therefore, founded on the use of the word Adria
cannot be allowed to have much weight.

2. The second objection is based on an assumption, viz., that
the Euroclydon is the south-east wind. Euroclydon, however,
signifies a violent tempestuous wind blowing from the eastern
quarter (Eurus, east), but not necessarily from the south-east.
A violent gale from the north-east might properly be termed
Euroclydon,* and a north-east wind would have driven
8t. Paul’s ship towards Malta. Every one who has lived in
Malta knows how terrible the north-east wind (called by sailors
the “ gregale ”’) is to shipping, and how it tears up the coast,
destroying all before it whilst it lasts. The sacred historian, by

*. Mr. Smith, of Jordanhill, supposes the Euroclydon to be the E.N.E. wind.
“ Euroclydon,” he says, “is compounded of Eurus and Aquilo; Eurus meaning
East, and Aquilo north-cast. Hence E.N.E.”
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using the word Euroclydon, does not determine whether the wind
blew from the north or from the south. There is, therefore, at
least as good reason for believing it to have been the north-east
as the south-east. On further inquiry, however, we shall find
that there is much better reason for believing the Euroclydon
to have been the north-east wind than the south-east. In
Acts xxvii. 13, 14, we read: “ When the south wind blew
softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing
thence, they sailed close by Crete. But not long after this
" there arose against it (evidently against the ship) a tempestuous
wind, called Euroclydon.” Now a north-east wind would have
been directly against the ship, and, consequently, would have
driven her out of her course, whereas a south-east wind would
have been favourable, and could not have been mentioned as
blowing against the ship. Again (Acts xxvii. 27), “ When the
fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in
Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew
near to some country.” It appears, then, that for fourteen
days St. Paul and his companions had been driven before a
tempestuous wind, and had seen no land. It must occur to any
one who looks at the map of Europe that if they had all this
time been approaching Meleda they would have passed close to
the Morea and the Ionian Islands, and it is scarcely possible that
they should not have seen land somewhere in that direction.
4lthough “neither sun nor stars in many days appeared,” yet
the quarter of the heavens in which the sun rose might have
been ascertained, and thus the direction of the wind might
have been known; and naturally enough, if they had known
that they were being driven before the south-east wind, they
would have looked for land in the direction of Greece; but
knowing that the ship was being urged forward before a
powerful gregale, or north-east wind, they appear not to have
looked for land. Under the circumstances in which they were
pldced, if the supposition that the wind blew from the north-
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east be correct, they would have been drifted in the direction
of Malta, and would have had no chance of seeing any land
during the storm.

3. The use of the term * barbarian ”’ in St. Luke’s narrative
has misled many who are unable tolook beyond the English ver-
sion of the Scriptures; but it is very remarkable that it should
have misled so distinguished a scholar as Dr. Hales. Itis a well-
known fact that the Greeks used the word barbarian to signify
Joreigner, one belonging to another country, one not a Greek.
Thus in Xenophon’s “ Anabasis ”’ the Persians, at that time a
highly-civilised people, are always called barbarians. Thus
St. Paul, in 1 Cor. xiv. 11, says, “If I know not the meaning
of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian.”
Herodotus tells us that the Egyptians call those barbarians who
do not speak the same language as themselves;* and even Ovid,
although a Latin poet, in imitation probably of the Greeks and
Egyptians, says, “ Barbarus hic efo sum, quia non intelligor
ulli.” It was, therefore, quite proper in St. Luke to call the

* TIeheiadeg O por doxéovor kAnfijvar mpo¢ Awlwvdwwy il Tobde al yvvaikeg,
Si6ri BdpPBapor sioay * ddékeov ¢ api opoiwg Spvior pOéyyeabar.

‘ The women were called doves by the Dodonians, it appears to me, because
they were barbarians ’—that is, because they were unable to understand their
language—*‘ they thought that the sounds they uttered resembled those of birds.’’
(Herod., lib. ii. c. 67.) -

Nexag uév vuv perakd dpvoowy irdvoaro pavriiov dumodiov yevopbvov rotodde
‘rg BapBapy abrov wpoepyaleobar’ BapBapove 0t wavrag 6t Alydmrior kakéovor
Todg pun opiot bpoyhwaooug, hd

“He-at length desisted from his undertaking, being admonished by an oracle
that all his labour would turn to the advantage of a barbarian; and it is to be
observed that the Egyptians term all barbarians who speak a language different
from their own.” (Herod., lib. ii. c. 1568.)

‘Ywd ovppopdy Ot mol\aig yeveaic Uorepoy mieyépuevor "Aumpaxiorag dudpovg
8vrag, rij Appthoxixij, ovvéikovg imgyayovro® xai éNNgvicOnoay iy vvy yAaa-
cav tére wpdroy dwd Tav 'Aumpaxiwrdy cuvolkigavrwy' ot 8¢ dA\Not Apgoxoi
BapBapoi dow.

¢ Many generations afterwards, being pressed by misfortunes, they called in the
Ambraciots, who bordered on Amphilochia, as joint-inhabitants; and from the
Ambraciots who joined them they learned the Greek language, which they now
speak, the rest of the Ambraciots being barbarians’’—i.e., ignorant of the Greek
language. (Thucydides, lib. ii. c. 68.)
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natives of Malta BopBapo:, because they were foreigners in
regard to him ; but if the shipwreck had taken place at Meleda
the term would have been improper, for the inhabitants of
Meleda spoke the Greek language.

4. The fourth objection is that vipers are never found on the
dry rocks of Malta, but are frequently seen in the damp and
wooded islands of the Adriatic. It seems, by the objectors, to
be taken for granted that the viper which fastened on St. Paul’s
hand was found on the island, and that vipers were common
there; whereas it is more than probable that the reptile had
been conveyed to the island in the ship. Mediterranean sailors
generally carry with them on board of their ships bundles of
wood to serve as fuel during the voyage. Within these bundles
reptiles sometimes conceal themselves, and during the winter
they are, of course, in a torpid state. 'We have only to suppose
that the bundle of sticks which St. Paul gathered had been
washed on shore from his own ship; and as the ship had sailed
from a country in which venomous reptiles abound, the existence
of & viper within the bundle is not to be wondered at. This viper
had been torpid during the voyage, and was only roused by the
heat of the fire. This appears to me a satisfactory way of
accounting for the existence of the reptile. It is not necessary
to assume that the scene of the shipwreck must have been a
damp island abounding in forests.*

# 5. The fifth objection is, that the disease from which the
father of Publius was suffering is one which generally prevails
in damp localities, but which is not generally prevalent in a
dry rocky island like Malta. In answer to this objection it
may be said that the existence of one case of dysentery by no

® Mr. Smith, of Jordanhill, says, “ Upon this point I would merely observe that
no person who has studied the changes which the operations of man have pro-
dueed on the Fauna (animals) of any country will be surprised that a particular
species of reptiles should have disappeared from Malta.” He then mentions that
the Rev. Dr. Lanesborough, in his interesting excursions in Arran, has repeatedly
noticed the gradual disappearance of the viper from that island since it has
become more frequented.”



14 History of Malta.

means proves the disease to have been prevalent; and this
answer would meet the objection completely. But all who
have lived in Malta know that after the autumn rains the very
disease with which the father of Publius was affected is very
common. The natives are generally exempt from it, but the
English and other European residents often suffer during the
autumn from fever, accompanied in many cases with dysentery.
The father of Publius was not a native of the island, but pro-
bably a citizen of the imperial city of Rome. He was, there-
fore, not inured to the climate, and he suffered just as English
residents in Malta do at the present time during the first year
or two of their sojourn on the island.

If these answers to the objections enumerated by Dr. Hales
be considered unsatisfactory, I would refer the reader to the
account given by St. Luke of the Apostle’s voyage after his de-
parture from the scene of the shipwreck. The narrative says
(Actsxxviii. 11—13), “ After three monthsewe departed in a ship
of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was
Castor and Pollux, and landing at Syracuse, we tarried there
three days. And from thence we fetched a compassand came to
Rhegium : and after one day the south wind blew, and we came
the next day to Puteoli.”” Now any one who examines this narra-
tive impartially must see that this would be the natural course
of a traveller going from Malta to Rome; but no one going from
Meleda to Rome would think of sailing down the Adriatic and
round to Syracuse and Rhegium. I have myself sailed in a small
schooner along the track described above by St. Luke, and can
therefore realise the truth of the sacred narrative. From Malta
to Syracuse the passage was made in a few hours with a
southerly wind ; from Syracuse to Rhegium it became neces-
sary to ¢ fetch a compass,” that is, to make a long tack and
beat up against the wind, in consequence of the strong
northerly breeze which generally blows down the Straits of
Messina. That a strong northerly wind was actually blowing
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down the straits at the time that St. Paul was sailing from
Syracuse to Rhegium, we infer from the circumstance that the
historian thinks it necessary to mention the change of wind.
“ After one day,” he says, “ the south wind blew.” Particular
stress is laid on the direction of the wind, as if to intimate
that a contrary wind had been blowing before ; and this is just
what a Mediterranean sailor, beating up the Straits of Messina,
would anxiously look for, a southerly wind to carry him
through the straits, and beyond the reach of Scylla and
Charybdis.

Add to all this that in Malta a tradition has existed from
time immemorial that St. Paul was wrecked there. The very
place where the ship struck—the rémov 8ifdhacaov, or place
where two seas met—is pointed out to the traveller at St. Paul’s
Bay, between the small island of Selmoon and the mainland of
Malta. Publius is said, moreover, to have been converted to
Christianity by the preaching of St. Paul, and to have become
the first bishop of the island. A church dedicated to his
memory may be seen at Floriana, just outside the walls of
Valletta. When oral tradition comes in aid of written history
it is not to be disparaged. There must be some foundation for
the tradition. So far as I have been able to ascertain, no tradi-
tion exists, or ever has existed, at Meleda in connection with
St. Paul’s shipwreck ; whereas the Maltese have ever regarded
iteas one of their greatest privileges that St. Paul laid amongst
them the foundation of a Christian Church. The Christian.
religion has been professed by the natives of Malta ever since
the days of the Apostle; and in Malta we have a remarkable
instance of a whole population speaking the language of Arabia,
and yet believing in the divine mission of Jesus Christ. The
language of the Maltese is Arabic, differing in some respects
from the Arabic spoken in the north of Africa and throughout
the Levant; but, nevertheless, undoubtedly Arabic. We
might, therefore, expect to find the Maltese devout Moham-
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medans; but, to our great surprise, we find them, without
exception, Christians. There can be no doubt that what history
and tradition both assert is true, that the Giospel was first

preached in Malta by the distinguished Apostle of the
Gentiles.*

¢ The reader who wishes to obtain further information on this interesting
subject ought to read the able and exhaustive book entitled * The Voyage and
Shipwreck of St. Paul,” by J. Smith, Esq., of Jordanhill, F.R.S., &c.

I have only room here for the following extract, which may serve to confirm
what I have said above:—

“On the fourteenth night of their being driven through the Sea of Adria,
towards midnight the seamen suspected that land was near. 8t. Luke does not
tell us what the indications were, and the only conjecture I have seen is that of
Calmet, that they became aware of it by the sense of smell. He says, ¢ Ils soup-
gonnérent 'approche de la terre non par la vue, parceque c¢’était 4 minuit et qu’ils
étaient dans des profondes ténébres, mais apparemment par I'odeur de la terre, ou
par la fraicheur, ou par le vent.” But all these conjectures require off-shore
winds. A storm on the face of a lee shore is not the time when

¢ Gentle gales,
Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense
Native perfumes, and whitper whence they stole
Their balmy spoils.’ *

“The only other conjecture is that they saw or heard the breakers on a rocky
coast,

¢ Such are the usual premonitory warnings to ships unexpectedly falling in
with the land at night.

«If we assume that St. Paul’s Bay, in Malta, is the actual scene of the shipwreck,
we can have no difficulty in explaining what these indications must have been.
No ship can enter it from the east without passing within a quarter of a mile
from the point of Koura; but before reaching it the land is too low and too far
from the track of a ship driven from the eastward to be seen in a dark night.
‘When she does come within this distance it is impossible to avoid observing the
breakers ; for with the north-easterly gales the sea breaks upon it with sich
violence that Admiral Smyth, in his view of the headland, has made the breakers
its distinctive character.” Mr. Smith then relates the circumstances‘connected
with the wreck of the Lively frigate, which are in several respects similar to those
under which 8t. Paul's ship was wrecked. He continues, I have already shown
from these independent sources that the wind must have been E.N.E. } N. to the
nearest quarter of a point, and that the ship must have been on the starboard
tack, that is, with her head to the north, in order to avoid the Syrtis.. The first
question which presents itself is, What was the direction of the drift mentioned in
the seventeenth verse—* 8o were driven P’ The answer depends on the angle the
ship's head makes with the wind and the lee-way. But an ancient ship could
probably not lie nearer to the wind than seven points, which, added to six pointa
of lee-way, makes thirteen points as the angle which such a ship would probably
make with the wind. E.N.E. } N. is 2} points to the north of east; if we add
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The remainder of the history of Malta under the Romans
may be told in a few words. After St. Paul’s shipwreck and
the foundation of a Christian Church in Malta, the island
remained in the possession of the Romans, but its importance
appears to have diminished rapidly.

In aA.p. 337 the empire was divided amongst the three sons of
Constantine the Great—rviz., Constantine, Constantius, and Con-
stans. Malta was assigned to Constans, to whom Italy, Illyria,
and Africa were given as his share of the imperial dominions.

Three years after this arrangement had been made, Con-
stantine fell in a battle against his brother Constans; and ten
years after the death of Constantine, Constans was murdered
by order of Magnentius. Constantius alone remained, and he
re-united the empire and governed as sole ruler. In the year
361 he died, and was succeeded by Julian the Apostate. The

thirteen to this it makes the azimuth of the ship’s course from Clauda W. § N.,
or W. 8° N., which is the bearing of Malta to the nearest degree,

% Thenext point to be ascertained is, How far would she have driven from Clauda
about midnight, when the fourteenth night was come? The knowledge of this
depends on the rate of drift and the time consumed. In order to ascertain what
might be supposed to be the mean rate of drift of a ship circumstanced as St.
Paul’s was, I consulted two nautical friends, both of them at the time commanding
ships in Valletta harbour, and both of them familiar with the navigation of the
Levant. To the first of these officers, Capt. W. McLean, R.N., I put the question,
¢ What would you say would be the probable rate of drift of a ship hove to in a
gale of wind ?’ His answer was, ¢ That depends on the force of the gale and
the size of the ship.” Upon explaining that T considered it a large ship even as
compared with modern merchantmen, and that the gale might be reckoned one of
mcan intensity, he said, after considering the matter, that ¢ speaking in round
numbers, forty miles in twenty-four hours might be rockoned a fair allowance.’
I put the same question to Capt. Graves, R.N., who replied, ¢ From three-quarters
of a mile to two miles an hour.’ The mean of these extremes is thirty-three
miles in twenty-four hours, and the mean of both estimates is thirty-six and
8 half miles in twenty-four hours. I now come to the time elapsed. It is quite
clear that St. Luke counts the time from the day the ship left the Fair Havens.
‘We hear of ¢ the third day’ (v. 19), the preceding is termed the ¢ next day,” which
brings us to the first day both of the gale and the voyage. It is also clear that
the events of that day must have occupied a large portion of it. The time con-
sumed in driving through the Sea of Adria, from the time they left the island
of Clauda till they became aware of the vicinity of land at midnight of the
fourteenth day, is therefore thirteen days complete, and & small fraction. But
the distance from Clauda to the point of Koura, where I suppose this happened,

C
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empire continued united for thirty-four years, until the death
of Theodosius the Great. At the death of Theodosius the em-
pire was again divided between his sons, Honorius and Arca-
dius. Honorius reigned in the West and Arcadius in the East.

The dominions of Arcadius comprised the whole of Greece,
Egypt, the provinces of Western Asia, and the islands of the
Mediterranean. Malta, therefore, from this time formed part of
the Eastern Roman, or, as it was afterwards called, the Byzan-
tine Empire. No events of any importance appear to have
taken place in Malta during a period of about five hundred
years. The wild hordes who made incursions into every part
of the empire, and laid the foundation of the modern nations
of Europe, appear to have passed by Malta as unworthy of
notice. No record exists of any attack on the island during
this long period ; no traces of Goth or Vandal dominion are
anywhere to be found. The inhabitants were probably few,
and were suffered to live unmolested, no more notice being
taken of them than is now taken of thé inhabitants of Pan-
tellaria or Lampedusa by the rest of Europe.

i8 4766 miles, which, at the rate as deduced from the information of Captains
McLean and Graves, would take exactly thirteen days one hour and twenty
minutes.

“The coincidence of the actual bearing of St. Paul’s Bay from Clauda, and the
direction in which a ship must have driven in order to avoid the Syrtis, is, if
possible, still more striking than that of the time actually consumed and the
calculated time.

“The direction of the ship’s course is inferred from that of the wind, from the
angle of the ehip’s head with the wind, and from the lee-way. I have shown
that the mean direction of the wind, as deduced from the noticesin the narrative,
was E. 26° 16’ N. I have assigned reasons for supposing seven points as the
angle an ancient ship’s head would make with the wind, which, added to six
points for lee-way, makes an angle of 146° 15', which, added to the angle of the
‘wind, makes the azimuth of the ship’s course, as drawn from these data, E. 172°
80' N, or 82° 30’ W., which agrees with the bearing of St. Paul’s Bay, 82° 17/,
a8 drawn from the following calculation (1) to 13', which, at the distance between
Clauda and Malta, is equivalent to two and a half miles.

“ Henoce, according to these calculations, a ship starting late in the evening from
Clenda would by midnight on the fourteenth day be less than three msles from the
entrance to St. Paul's Bay."”

(1) N.B. The calculation alluded to above will be found in the Appendix.



CHAPTER II

HISTORY OF MALTA UNDER THE ARABS AND SICULO-NORMANS.
870—1194.

ARraBs.—Arabia, the country of Mohammed, has at all times
been an object of curiosity to the student of history and to the
intelligent observer of men and manners. Situated partly
under the burning sun of the tropics, and covered almost
entirely with arid, naked mountains and deserts, it possesses
few of those natural advantages which allure the traveller to
other countries. And yet it is not without its attractions.
The contrast between Arabia and the civilised countries of
Europe and Asia is so great that the traveller may well
imagine himself to be in a new world. The author of “Forty
Days in the Desert”’ thus describes his sensations at the first
view of this remarkable country :—* There is a terrible and
triumphant power of the sun upon this wide region of sterility
and death, like that of a despot over a realm blighted by his
destructive sway; no trace of verdure is there but the stunted
shrub, which straggles at wide intervals about the sandy bed
of some dried water-course, no sign of living thing but the
burrow of the rat, the slimy trail of the serpent, or the carcass
of the camel, who makes his grave, as well as his home, in the
wilderness. There is a rapture in pacing alone among the
drifted sand-heaps till night has fallen upon the wilderness,
over which millions of stars, rising up resplendently from the
very edge of the vast horizon, seem quietly brooding. One
may hear, as it were, the solemn pulsation of the universe.”
c?
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One part of Arabia possesses some natural scemery. The
hills in the neighbourhood of the Red Sea are less barren than
those in the interior. The springs of water are there more
numerous, and the air is cooled by the breezes from the sea.
‘When compared with the parched and sandy deserts by which
it is surrounded, it may appear to be an earthly paradise, and it
has, accordingly, earned the name of Happy Arabia. But
even Happy Arabia cannot boast of navigable rivers or timber-
producing forests. It has few springs of drinkable water, and
no commodities but coffee and frankincense to exchange for
the productions of other countries. The inhabitants of this
parched and sterile region are divided into two great classes—
the dwellers in tents and the dwellers in cities. Before the
appearance of Mohammed the religion of the Arabs was
undefined. Some of the tribes had adopted a creed which may
be described as pure theism ; others professed a religion which
was a mixture of Judaism and Christianity. Mohammed, a
man of marvellous genius and enthusiasm, effected a great
revolution. The wandering and insignificant tribes of Arabia
were, by the magic influence of the religion which he taught,
formed into a powerful nation, and sent forth to be the con-
querors of the greater part of Asia, of all the civilised countries
of Africa, and of some of the most powerful kingdoms of
Europe. In a few years these enthusiastic warriors spread
their conquests and their faith from the Ganges to the Danube.
Burning with intense hatred to the Christian name, and
inflamed with a desire to obtain the mastery over the whole of
Christendom, they poured in vast numbers through Syria,
Palestine, and Northern Africa; and in their victorious pro-
gress along the shores of the Mediterranean they took posses-
sion of the island of Malta.

During the reign of the Emperor Basil I., surnamed the
Macedonian (a.n. 870), the Arabs made a descent on Gozo,
massacred a large number of the inhabitants, and took
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possession of the island. Thence they crossed to Malta, which
offered some resistance, but was obliged to yield to the superior
skill and strength of the Mohammedan invaders. The lives
and property of the natives were spared, but the Greek settlers
on the island were put to death without mercy, their wives and
children sold into slavery, and their goods divided amongst the
Arab chiefs. The authority of the Byzantine emperor was
declared to be at an end, and the government of the island was
assumed by an Arab Emir.

Of the government of Malta by the Arabs few details have
reached us, and those few are by no means well authenticated.
It is a question how far the profession of the Christian religion
was permitted in Malta by the Arabs. Some authors tell us
that full toleration was proclaimed, and that the religion of
Mohammed was not forced on the Maltese; but this we know
was not consistent with the practice of the Arabs in the other
countries which fell beneath their sword. Besides, if no
oppression in the matter of religion had been exercised in
Malta by the Arabs, we shall find it hard to account for the
excessive joy manifested by the Maltese at the overthrow of
their power by Count Roger, the Norman. Other authors tell
us, what I am much more disposed to believe, that horrible
tortures were inflicted by them on such of the native Maltese
as remained steadfast in their profession of the Christian faith.
All who have studied the history of the Arabs, and the rise and
progress of Mohammedanism, must be aware that toleration
formed no part of the Mohammedan creed. -It is more than
probable that under the Arabs the Maltese were subject to
many indignities, and were always in danger of suffering for
their religious opinions; and, when we remember that their
bondage lasted for more than two centuries, we may fairly say
that they deserve the highest credit for their patient endurance,
and for the desperate temacity with which they clung to the
creed of their ancestors. Omne thing is certain, that neither the
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hope of pleasing their conquerors, nor the fear of death,
ever caused any considerable number of Maltese to embrace
Mohammedanism. For two hundred and twenty years the
" Maltese maintained their allegiance to the Cross, amidst many
temptations to apostatise; and he who can see the finger of
Providence in the events of history may deem it not a little
remarkable that, five centuries later, Malta should have become,
in the hands of the Knights Hospitallers, the principal barrier
against the encroachments of the Arabs in Western Europe.

On the arrival of the Arabs in Malta, many of the inhabitants of
Greek origin took refuge in Constantinople; those who remained
were reduced to slavery, or, at least, to a condition in which
they were little better than slaves. In order to guard against
insurrection on the part of the natives, as well as to resist all
attacks on the island from the seaboard, the Arabs built a castle
on the promontory which commands the entrances of the two
harbours, on the site where the fortress of St. Elmo now stands.
This was the first of those splendid fortifications which have
rendered Malta celebrated throughout the civilised world.
They also erected defences around the principal town, which,
for security, was situated in the centre of the island. They
. called the town Medina, which, in Arabic, signifies * capital
city,”” and by this name it is still known to the natives,
. although amongst the English residents it is better known by
its more modern Italian name, Cittd Vecckia, a name given to
it after Valletta was built. Medals, coins, and inseriptions exist
- in Malta as memorials of the dominion of the Arabs, but few
written records are extant to throw light on the condition of the
people during this period. The most durable, and at the same
time the most interesting, monument which the Arabs left in
Malta is their language, which is still, after the lapse of a thou-
sand years, spoken, although rarely read, and still more rarely
written by the Maltese.

81curo-Normans.—During the occupation of Malta by the
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Arabs, the Byzantine emperors made several unsuccessful
attempts to recapture the island. In ghe reign of Nicepborus
Phocas, and again in the reign of Michael IV., surnamed the
Paphlagonian, expeditions were fitted out in order to expel the
Arabs, who had become very troublesome neighbours on
account of their violence, and the encouragement they gave
to piratical excursions. Every attempt, however, failed. The
Arabs held their position firmly, and the admirals of the great
Eastern emperors were compelled to retire before the enthu-
siastic sons of the desert. What the Byzantine emperors,
however, could not do, was done by a gallant knight, at the
head of troops whose valour had made them renowned through-
out Europe.

Count Roger, the son of Tancred de Hauteville, a gentleman
of Lower Normandy, had inherited from his ancestors a spirit
of adventure and military tglent of the highest order. Roger
had already gained®great renown both as a warrior and a
statesman, when, aided by his brothers, he expelled the Arabs !
from various parts of Sicily. The Norman possessions in Sicily |
belonged to Robert Guiscard, the elder brother of Count Roger. -
On the death of Robert they fell to Roger, who, continuing
the work which his brother had commenced, waged war against
the Arabs until he had taken from them nearly every inch of
ground which they had held in Sicily. Then, unsatisfied with
his conquests, he turned his attention to Malta, which was
gradually becoming more and more the stronghold of the
infidels, as the Arabs were called in those days by the com-
mon consent of Christendom. Entrusting the government of
his Sicilian territories to one of his sons, the veteran soldier
put himself at the head of an expedition desigued to drive the
Arabs back to the East, whence they came. In the summer of
the year 1090 he landed on the coast of Malta, taking the
Arabs, it would appear, completely by surprise. The natives
had received notice of his approach, and, longing to free
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themselves from the despotism of their Mohammedan rulers,
they gladly welcomed Cqunt Roger as their deliverer. Not more
joyfully did the Protestants of Ireland welcome the arrival of
William TII in 1690, than the Maltese welcomed on this occa-
sion Count Roger, a Christian prince whose whole life had been
spent in fighting against the enemies of their faith, and from
whom they might reasonably expect the complete discomfiture
of the Arabs and the re-establishment of the Christian religion.
Without losing a moment, the valiant Count marched to
Medina and laid siege to it. Evidently the Arabs had not been
prepared for so sudden an attack ; their means of defence were
limited, no assistance was to be expected from any quarter ;
they were cut off from all communication with Sicily, and with
their countrymen in other parts of the Mediterranean ; the
native population was hostile to them, and the Christian slaves,
"who were very numerous, longed to burst their bonds. The
Count’s troops, on the other hand, were btave, experienced, and
flushed with their recent victories over the Arabs in Sicily. It
was resolved, therefore, by the Arab chiefs that the garrison of
Medina should surrender at discretion, and thus avoid the
general massacre that would assuredly have ensued if the city
had been taken by storm. A conference was held in the
Count’s tent, and the following conditions were proposed by the
Normans and assented to by the Arabs. The Emir was to
give up the island immediately to the Normans; he was ‘to
supply a certain number of horses and mules, and a specified
quantity of the munitions of war; and he was to grant freedom
to all Christian slaves. The Count, on his part, promised to
allow the Emir to depart peaceably from Malta, taking with
him all his personal property. Those of his countrymen who
wished to follow his fortunes were to be allowed to depart with
him, whilst those who preferred to remain in Malta were to be
permitted to do so on condition that they paid, in token of sub-
mission, a small annual tribute. The same conditions were
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imposed upon the inhabitants in Gozo. No one who knows
what barbarities were generally committed in war during those
dark ages can doubt that Count Roger behaved with wonderful
magnanimity under the circumstances in which he was placed.
The Arabs were completely in his power, and, instead of taking
advantage of their helpless situation as a less generous warrior
would have done, he entered into negotiations with them in the
most liberal spirit, and granted them conditions such as are
seldom conceded, except to those who are still in a position to
make some resistance. The Emir retired to Barbary, and many
of the Arabs followed his example. A few remained on the
island under the protection of Count Roger, and bound them-
selves to pay the tribute imposed upon them by their con-
querors.

As soon as the Emir and his followers had retired, Count
Roger was proclaimed by universal consent ruler of the island
of Malta and its dependencies. The joy of the people knew no
bounds. A Christian prince now reigned over them. The infidels
were no longer their masters. The Cross was once more up-
lifted. The name of their great patron saint was again openly
invoked. The churches, which had long lain in ruins, were
restored. Anthems and Ze¢ Deums were again sung; and
Christian pastors once more tended their flocks in security.
During the period that the Arabs held the island there had
been no resident Christian bishop. At the time of their inva-
sion, Manas, Bishop of Malta, a Greek by birth, was carried
over to Sicily, and there put to death with great cruelty. From
that time until the conquest of the island by Count Roger no
bishop was permitted to reside on the island ; a sufficient proof,
if proof be needed, that the Arabs were not so tolerant as they
are by some writers represented to have been. The Count not
only rebuilt and endowed the cathedral church at Medina, but
selected a pious ecclesiastic named Gualtieri (Walter), and sent
him to Rome to be consecrated by Urban 1I. The episcopal
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revenues, which had -been confiscated by the Arabs, were
restored, and in addition to these, certain lands at Lentini, in
Bicily, were granted to the new bishop, to enable him to live in
a manner conformable to his rank. In the sacristy of the
cathedral church at Medina the traveller may see a very fine
portrait of Count Roger, at the foot of which is a Latin inscrip-
tion, which describes him as the conqueror of the island and
the founder of the cathedral.

The Christian religion having been re-established in Malta,
and provision having been made for the support of a bishop
and an adequate number of clergy, Count Roger turned his
attention to secular affairs. New laws were framed. The
government, which under the Arabs had been tyrannical in the
extreme, was conducted by the Norman chief on liberal prin-
ciples verging on democracy. Christopher d’Avalos, in his
work entitled ¢ Tableau Historique de Malte,” says on this sub-
ject :—* Roger, after having liberated th&se islands from the
yoke of the Arabs and secured their independence, the first
right and chief good of every people, like a wise legislator,
considered that if he wished to preserve to his family the
crown which his victories and the gratitude of the people had
placed upon his head, it was necessary that he should establish
.a government founded on justice, that he should observe the
relations which invariably exist between the several orders of
the state, being persuaded that such a government alone can
reconcile the rights of the sovereign with the interests of his
subjects, and become not less favourable to the splendour and
stability of the throne than to the preservation of the essential
rights of human society. Without being compelled by force
of arms, or driven to it by adverse circumstances, as was John
Lackland when the English barons extorted from him Magna
Charta, he of his own accord, limited the royal prerogative, and
established, with the consent of the various orders of the state,
a constitution which created a representative body charged with
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’

the formation of laws, the taxation of the people, and the pre-
servation of social order.”*

For the defence of the island, the Count placed troops in
the three principal military stations. Medina, the capital city,
was, of course, strongly garrisoned, and the rest of the soldiers
were divided between the new castle, on the site of the fortress
now called St. Elmo, and the castle now known as Fort
8t. Angelo. The commander-in-chief of the troops did not
administer the civil government of the island, but confined
himself to the discharge of his military duties.

Having thus placed the island in a state of security, and
granted to the inhabitants constitutional liberty, the brave
and noble Count appointed a deputy to govern in his name, and
then returned to his possessions in Sicily. He continued to
govern his States for eleven years longer, and in the year 1101
he died at Mileto, in Calabrig, leaving behind him a reputation
for valour and wisdorh which was not surpassed by any of his
contemporaries in that warlike age. His eldest son, Simon,
succeeded him, but lived only a few months after he had assumed
the government. Duke Roger, the second son of Count Roger,
who had governed the Sicilian States during his father’s
absence, now inherited all his possessions, and proved himself
worthy to be the successor of such a father. Not content with
the name of Duke or Count, he erected his States into a
monarchy, and ascended the throne under the title of Roger I.

During the reign of this monarch, about the year 1122, the
Arabs who had been permitted to remain in Malta, rendered
insolent by the mild government of the Siculo-Normans,
refused to pay the tribute which had been imposed upon them
by Count Roger; and, not satisfied with this, they conspired
against the Maltese, and plotted a general massacre of the

* I have thought it necessary to introduce this quotation in this place because
reference will be made to it in a future chapter, when we come to consider the
condition of Malta under the British Ciown.
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natives. A day in Holy Week was selected, when the Maltese
were expected to be engaged in their devotions, and therefore
unprepared to resist a sudden attack. The plot, however, was
, discovered, and the Maltese, having made all their preparations
in silence, instead of waiting for the threatened attack of the
Arabs, fell on them with shouts of “Kill the dogs!” and
slaughtered a large number of them. The Arabs who escaped
retired from the scene of the conflict to a place called Kalet el
bakria, where they were completely surrounded by the Maltese ;
all communication with the rest of the island was cut off,
and they were closely besieged. A small vessel was then
despatched to Messina with intelligence of what had occurred.
The king, on hearing of the treachery of the Arabs, imme-
diately sailed for Malta with an armed force, and on his arrival
proceeded to put the ringleaders of the rebels to death. The
rest were expelled from the island. and took refuge in the Bar-
bary States. Thus terminated the car@er of the Arabs in
Malta. The fountain at which the massacre took place is still
shown to the traveller, and still goes by this expressive name
—*The Dogs’ Fountain.”



CHAPTER IIL

HISTORY OF MALTA UNDER THE EMPERORS OF GERMANY AND
THE KINGS OF ARRAGON AND CASTILE.—1194 1o 1530.

EwmprERORS OF GERMANY.—The Normans had retained possession
of Malta for more than fifty years before any one ventured
to dispute their right to it; but about the year 1144 the
Emperor Emmanuel Comnenus laid claim to the Two Sicilies,
Calabria, the principality of Capua, and the islands of Malta
and Gozo, on the ground that they had been wrested from the
empire. The Normans naturally replied that they held these
countries by right of ‘conquest, and that they were prepared to
defend them against all claimants. The emperor, however,
persisting in his demands, King Roger resolved to give him
sensible proof of the valour of the sons of the North, and,
fitting out a fleet, he sent it to harass the coasts of the imperial
possessions in the East. Corfu fell into the hands of the
Normans; and, after a long cruise in the Levant, the Norman
flept returned home laden with considerable treasures. After
this the emperor did not again venture to challenge the brave
and baughty Normans; and the reign of Roger I. closed with-
out any other memorable exploit, except a successful attack on
the city of Tripoli, in North Africa.

Roger 1. was succeeded by his son William, surnamed the
Bad, who carried on war against Emmanuel Comnenus as vigor-
ously as his father had done before him, without, however, attain-
ing any great results. He was, in turn, succeeded by his son
William, surnamed the Good. During the lifetime of these two
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sovereigns no event ocourred which particularly concerned
Malta. The island continued to be governed by a viceroy,
appointed by the Siculo-Norman monarch.

William II. having died without issue, in the year 1189, the
throne of the Two Sicilies was occupied by Tancred, a natural
son of Roger I. and Beatrice di Lecce. Under this prince,
Malta and Gozo were ceded to Margaritone di Brindisi, Prince
of Taranto and Grand Admiral of Sicily, who, in addition to
his other titles, was thenceforward called Count of Malta. It
appears to have become quite common at this time to transfer
Malta, and other islands similarly situated, from one great lord
to another, the sovereign being regarded, however, in every
case as supreme ruler. The wishes of the inhabitants were,
apparently, quite disregarded ; feudal customs prevailed, feudal
rights over the natives were claimed by each successive pro-
prietor, and the Maltese gradually descended from the inde-
pendent and self-reliant position; in which Count Roger had
placed them, into a condition in which they were little better
than serfs, being bought and sold with the land on which they
lived.

One fact must be mentioned in this place, because its bearing
on the present condition of Malta is important. The laws
established by Count Roger for the government of his Maltese
subjects were similar to those which he framed for his subjects
in Bicily. The languages in which they were published wgre
the Latin and the Sicilian vernacular, which in the course
of time gave way to the purer language of Italy. From that
time to the present the Italian language has been the language
of the Maltese gentry, whilst the lower order of Maltese speak
only Arabic. And now, under a British Government, amidst
an Arabic-speaking population, the language of the courts of
justice is neither English nor Arabic, but ftalian—a language
wholly unintelligible to nine-tenths of the native population,
and to mnearly all the British residents. On the abuses which
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arise from this strange state of affairs I shall have something to
say in a future chapter.

Constance, the posthumous daughter of Roger I., and
aunt of William II, had married Henry VI.,, Emperor
of Germany, the son of the famous Frederick Barbarosea.
William II. died, as stated above, without issue, and the
Sicilian nobles, ignoring the rights of Constance, elected
Tancred, Count of Lecce, to fill the vacant throne. Tancred
being a natural son of Roger, and having, therefore, no legal
right to the throne, the emperor prepared to vindicate the
claims of his consort, and landed in Naples at the head of a
powerful army. The empress accompanied him. Several con-
flicts, hardly worthy of the name of battles, took place between
the imperial troops and the soldiers of Tancred. Months were
passed in petty skirmishes, and before any positive advantage
had been gained by either side the emperor was obliged to
return to Germany, where important state affairs required his
presence. The empre'ss remained at Salerno, and the command
of the army was entrusted to one of the emperor’s generals.
The success which Tancred was unable to achieve whilst the
emperor was present he soon achieved when the imperial
interests were confided to a deputy. The empress was betrayed
into his hands by the inhabitants of Salerno, but with true
Norman generosity he scorned to take any advantage of his
captive. For a short time he detained her as a state prisoner
in Palermo, and having thus established his right to be con-
sidered as the victor in the contest for the crown, he permitted
her to return to Germany, accompanied by all her suite. The
emperor upon this put an end to the war in Italy, without,
however, resigning his pretensions to the throne of the Two
Bicilies. After a short reign of five years Tancred died in
1194, and was succeeded by his son, William III., who, being
a minor, was placed under the guardianship of his mother,
Queen Sibilla. As soon as the emperor heard of the death of
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Tancred he prepared for a second invasion of Naples. He
had now no ame to oppose him. The king was a mere boy, and
the queen did not venture in defence of her son to offer any
resistance to the imperial will. Confiding in the honour of the
emperor, she placed herself and her son under his protection;
whilst he, disregarding everything but his own ambition, sent
the queen to a monastery, and ordered the young king to
be put to death. He was now king, without a rival to dispute
his title. He did not, however, long enjoy his new dignity.
In 1197 he died at Messina, amidst the execrations of those
whom he had compelled to become his subjects.

After the death of Henry VI., Constance assumed the govern-
ment of the Two Sicilies in the name of her son Frederick ;
but in two years she also expired at Palermo. Her youthful
son was placed under the guardianship of Pope Innocent III.
In the year 1215, after a long residence at the Papal court, he
succeeded to the imperial throne under the title of Frederick II.,
and was crowned at Rome by Pope Honorius III. The
dominion of the Normans over Malta ceased with the death of
the Empress Constantine in 1199. The island then passed,
together with Sicily, into the hands of the Emperors of Ger-
many, and by them it was sold, or ceded, as stated above, to
several feudal lords in succession, who exercised over the
inhabitants uncontrolled authority.

During the reigns of Henry VI. and Frederick II. the
Maltese are said to have become very skilful sailors. They
became, indeed, at this time, quite renowned for their seaman-
ship, and for their bravery. We read of their attacking and
destroying a squadron of the Republic of Pisa, and wresting
the island of Candia from the Venetians, after a severe naval
engagement, in which the Venetian fleet was defeated, and the
brave admiral, Andrea Dandalo, taken prisoner.

Frederick II. was succeeded, in the year 1250, by his son
Conrad IV., who entrusted the government of the Two Sicilies
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and Malta to his illegitimate brother, Manfred. Pope Inno-
cent IV., however, who claimed the right to digpose of the
Sicilian crown, “both as superior lord of that particular
kingdom and as Vicar of Christ, to whom all the kingdoms of
the earth were subjected,” * nominated William of Holland to
the throne, and preached a crusade against Conrad, who, there-
upon, found it necessary to enforce his rights by the sword.
He marched into Italy, took forcible possession of Naples, but
died before he had time to reap the fruits of his victory,
A.D. 1250. His son, the unhappy Conradin, was at this time
only three years of age. Manfred, therefore, continued to govern
‘the Sicilies and Malta. Again, however, the interference of
the Papal court produced scenes of conflict and bloodshed.
Urban IV. offered the Sicilian States, in 1265, to Charles of
Anjou, who lost no time in accepting the offer and taking
possession of his new dominions. TIe was crowned King of
Sicily and Apulia, and was proceeding to Naples at the head of
his army when he encountered the brave Manfred at Benevento.
On the 26th February, 1266, the famous battle of Benevento
was fought. Manfred was killed, and the Sicilian crown
remained in the possession of Charles. Ile had, however,
another great opponent to encounter. The youthful Conradin,
although only in his sixteenth year, resolved to contend for his
crown. Placing himsclf at the head of only a thousand men, he
magle a desperate attempt to cut off Charles at Tagliacozzo, but,
unhappily, failed. He fled from the field of battle, and after a
series of most remarkable adventures was betrayed to Charles,
who had offered a sum of money for his capture. His end was
a melancholy one. With some of his brave followers he atoned
for the rash attempt to obtain his crown on the scaffold. His
mother hastened from Glermany with a sum of money to ransom
him, but was too late; and the money which was to have

* Hume’s * History of England,” ¢ xii. p. 224.
D
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ransomed the gallant prince was expended in building the
great convent of the Madonna del Carmine, within the walls
of which his remains were deposited. With these mournful
events ended the dominion of the emperors of Germany over
the Two Sicilies, and consequently over Malta. Their dominion’
had lasted sixty-seven years, from 1199 to 1266.

Kines or ArrRAGON AND CastiLe.—The great event in the
reign of Charles of Anjou was the massacre known in history
as the Sicilian Vespers. The particulars of this terrible
massacre are too well known to nced recapitulation here.
Miége, in his “ History of Malta,” says that some writers assert
that “the conspiracy against the French, which terminated
with the Sicilian Vespers, was organised in Malta.”” There
seems, however, no ground whatever for this assertion. Gio-
vanni di Procida and some other leading conspirators are
known to have been in Malta a short time before the massacre
took place, and they may have taken a few of the influential
Maltese into their confidence; but theré does not appear any
reason whatever for believing that the Maltese people were in
any way concerned in the organisation of the infamous plot
against the Angevins, although they had been quite as much
oppressed by Charles of Anjou as the Sicilians had been.

Constance, the daughter of Manfred, had married Peter IIL.,
King of Arragon. To her the Two Sicilies belonged by right
of inheritance; and Peter, knowing that Charles was hated by
his Sicilian subjects, prepared to take advantage of this cir-
cumstance and to claim the crown in right of his wife. He
was, doubtless, acquainted with all the particulars of the con-
spiracy, for on the very day when the massacre of the Angevins
took place an Arragonese fleet entered the Bay of Palermo,
and shortly afterwards Peter was solemnly crowned King of
Sicily in the cathedral of that city.

Charles was in Tuscany when the news reached him that
his troops in Sicily had been barbarously murdered, and his
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crown transferred to the King of Arragon. He immediately
set about making endeavours to regain his lost authority, but
his fleet, commanded by his son was defeated by Roger, the
_Arragonese admiral. An Englishman named Corner governed
“Malta as Charles’ deputy. As soon, therefore, as Roger
bad defeated Charles’ fleet in the waters of Sicily, he steered
for Malta and made a vigorous attack on the island. A
bloody engagement took place; Corner nobly defended the
island, but was forced to surrender. The authority of Charles
of Anjou was at an end, and the island passed into the hands of
the sovereigns of Arragon. The dominion of Charles of Anjou
in Sicily had lasted sixteen years, and in Malta eightcen; and
during those eighteen years the inhabitants of Malta drained
the cup of misery to the very dregs.

Not long after these cvents, Charles of Anjou and his
enemy were both laid in the grave  Charles died in the month
of January, 1285, and Peters followed him in November of the
same year. The son of Charles of Anjou succceded him in
the kingdom of Naples, under the title of Charles II., but he is
better known as Charles the Lame. The crown of Arragon
fell to Alphonsus, the cldest son of Peter III., whilst Sicily,
with the adjacent islands, including Malta and Gozo, were
given to James, a younger son of Peter.

If the condition of the Maltese had been unhappy under the
gqvernment of Charles of Anjou, it was not much improved
under that of the kings of Arragon. The island, with its
dependencies, was sold or bartered without any reference to the
wishes of the inhabitants. ITach successive master consulted
only his own interest in the administration of the government
of the island, and little or no attention was paid to the repre-
sentations frequently made by the Maltese.

After passing through many hands it was purchased by, or
perhaps mortgaged to, a wealthy Spaniard, Don Gonsalvo
Monroi, for a sum of money equivalent to about £15,000

D2
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sterling. Oppressed beyond measure, feeling themselves de-
graded into the condition of slaves, and wearied with uttering
repeated remonstrances, the Maltese resolved to make a bold
and manly effort for their liberation. They proposed to raise
amongst themselves the sum for which the island had been
purchased or mortgaged, and thus to redeem themselves from
slavery. The proposal was accepted, the money was paid, and
by a public act of King Martin of Arragon it was décreed
“ that the islands of Malta and Gozo should henceforth never
be separated from the kingdom of Sicily; and that their
inhabitants should enjoy equal privileges with those of Palermo,
Messina, and Catania.” ’

I subjoin a list of the sovereigns of Sicily and Malta from
the restoration of the monarchy to the year 1530, which I have
extracted from the valuable ““ History of Malta ”” in Italian, by
Dr. G. A. Vassallo. Much of the information contained in this
and the preceding chapter has alst been derived from the same
source.

NORMAN.

-t

. Count Roger, ruled over Sicily and Calabria from 1071; and over
Malta from 1091 to 1101.

. Roger 1., 1101 to 1154.

. 'William L., 1154 to 1166.

. 'William IT., 1166 to 1189.

. Tancred, 1189 to 1194.

v GO N

GERMAN.

. Henry V1., Emperor of Germany, married to Constance, daughter of

Roger I., reigned from 1194 to 1197.

. Frederick (I of Sicily and II. of Germany) from 1197 to 1250.

. Conrad, Emperor from 1250 to 1254.

Manfred, his brother (reigned as deputy of 00nra.d1n, son of Conrad),
from 1264 to 1266.

[ XX J-Y

FRrENCH.

10. Charles of Anjou, Sovereign of Sicily from 1266 to 1282, and of
Malta to 1283.
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11.

SPANISH.
Peter 1., King of Arragon from 1282-83 to 1285.

12. James, his son, 1285 to 1296.

13.
14.
15.

Frederick II. (brother of James), 1296 to 1337.
Peter II. (son of Frederick II.), 1337 to 1342.
Louis (son of Peter II.), 1342 to 1355.

16. Frederick III. (brother of Louis), 1355 to 1377.

17.
18.
19.

Mary (his daughter, wife of Martin the Young), 1377 to 1402.
Martin I. (the Young), 1402 to 1409.

Martin II. (the Old), 1409 to 1410.

An interregnum of two years.

. Ferdinand I. (of Castile), 1412 to 1416.

. Alphonsus (his son), 1416 to 1458.

. John (brother of Alphonsus), 1458 to 1479.

. Ferdinand (the Catholic, son of John), 1479 to 1516.

. Charles V., 1516 to 1555, as ruler of Sicily, and to 1530 as ruler of

Malta.



CHAPTER 1IV.

MALTA UNDER THE KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN.—L’ISLE ADAM TO
LA VALLETTE. 1530 To 15657.

WE have now arrived at the most interesting period in the
history of Malta. From the moment when the Emperor
Charles V. granted the island as a fief to the gallant Knights
of St. John up to the present time, it has occupied a prominent
position in European history.

The institution of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem took
place at Jerusalem in the year 1085. Several European mer-
chants had obtained from Abu Tamin Bonesor, Caliph of
Egypt and Governor of Syria, permission to erect a hospital in
Jerusalem for the benefit of the pilgrims who visited the Iloly
Sepulchre. The hospital was annexed to a chapel dedicated
to St. John the Almoner, which was at first kept by the Bene-
dictine monks. The first president of the hospital was Gerard,
a man of exemplary piety and of ardent zeal for religion.

Shortly after the foundation of this hospital and chapel,
events occurred which induced the sovereigns of Europe to
undertake those expeditions which are known in history as the
Crusades. The departure of the first Crusade from Europe was
fixed for the month of August, 1096 ; but early in the spring .
of that year, before the baronshad assembled their vassals and
completed their preparations, Peter the Hermit placed him-
self at the head of a vast multitude of men, women, and
children, and set off on his way to Constantinople by the valley
of the Danube. Soon, however, a regular army was marshalled,
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and troops familiar with the battle-field were enlisted from
almost every country in Europe. The leaders of this army
were men of renown. The illustrious Godfrey de Bouillon was
chosen to conduct the first division. The second division was
commanded by Robert Curthose, Duke of Normandy; and the
third division was placed under the command of Raymond de
St. Gille, commonly called the rich Count of Toulouse.

The three divisions of the army pursued different routes,
having agrecd to unite their forces on the Asiatic side of the
Bosphorus. A gencral muster took place on the plains of
Bithynia, in Asia Minor, where a hundred thousand knights,
the flower of European chivalry, were assembled ; the total
number of Crusaders being six hundred thousand, exclusive of
priests, women, and children. The first city against which
they bore arms was Nice or Niceea, where the celebrated
council was held in the regign of the Emperor Constantine,
A.D. 325, which condemned the Arian heresy. Nice was taken
after a short resistance. They next turned their attention to
Antioch, where the followers of the Redeemer were first called
Christians.  Antioch, too, surrendered ; but the victors were
in their turn besieged by an immense army of Turks and
Arabs. Seeing nothing but a cruel death before them if they
fell into the hands of their Mohammedan encmies, the Cru-
saders made a bold and desperate sally, and egtricated
themselves from their perilous position. They then con-
tinued their journey, and when the army reached Jerusalem
its numbers had diminished to forty thousand. After a siege
of six weeks the Crusaders entered the Holy City as victors,
and the banner of the Cross was planted where the Crescent
had been displayed. The vengeance which they wreaked
on the inhabitants of the ill-fated city was fearful. Seventy
thousand Moslems and an incredible number of Jews, who
were objects of greater hatred even than the Moslems, were
cruelly put to death. The Holy Sepulchre was now proclaimed
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free to the Christian world. Bare-headed and bare-footed, the
superstitious conquerors ascended the hill of Calvary amidst
the loud anthems of the clergy, whilst the few remaining
Turks hastened on all sides out of the country, leaving their
Christian foes to enjoy it in security.

During the siege of Jerusalem, Gerard, the president of the
Hospital of St. John, was kept in irons by the Caliph, who
feared lest he should render assistance to the crusading army ;
and one of the first acts of Godfrey de Bouillon on capturing
the city was to visit the prison in which Gerard was confined,
to restore him to liberty, and to grant to him, for the benefit of
the hospital over which he presided, the proceeds of large tracts
of land in Brabant.

Many other Crusaders, following the example of Godfrey,
made large donations to the hospital, and some even volunteered
their services in the work of attending the sick. Gerard then
proposed thata regular Order should be established for the pur-
pose of attending to the duties of the hospital. The proposal
was favourably received by his companions, and, renouncing their
secular condition, they enrolled themselves at once as monks,
and took upon themsclves within the precincts of the Holy
Sepulchre the three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.

Gerard, after governing the new Order for more than twenty
years, died in the year 1118 or 1120, and Raymond de Puy, a
Frenchman, was chosen to succeed him. Raymond was a
soldier, and perceiving that the Mohammedans, when oppor-
tunity offered, still continued to persecute the Christians in Pales-
tine, he proposed that the Order should be recast on a military
model, and that the duty of waging war in defence of
Christianity should be superadded to the duties of the hospital
and the chapel. This new proposal was received with universal
approbation; and Pope Paschal II. having been requested to
recognise the new Order of knighthood, pronounced his bene-
diction upon it, and commanded that the distinguishing badge
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of the military-sacerdotal Knights of St. John should be a white
cross on a black ground. The skill of Raymond soon brought
the Order into notice all over Christendom. He assumed the
title of Master of the Sacred Hospital, and governed with great
repute for forty years.

In 1187, Saladin, Sultan of Egypt, led an immense army into
Palestine. The Knights of St. John and the Templars fought
side by side; but the Sultan’s troops poured in such numbers
into the country that resistance was impossible, and Jerusalem
was again conquered by the followers of the Prophet. At this
conjuncture the knights retired to Ptolemais (now called St.
Jean d’Acre), and after besieging it for three years, and dis-
playing prodigious feats of valour, they took possession of it
on the 12th July, 1191.

Ten years after, Ptolemais was attacked by a powerful
army under Halib el Ascraf, Sultan of Egypt, and captured,
ufter a severe struggle. Fighting bravely to the last, the
Knights of St. John, in company with the Teutonic Knights
- and the Templars, were obliged to abandon the city, and thus
to relinquish the only position which they held in Palestine.
With John de Villiers, their Grand Master, at their head, they
set sail for Cyprus. There they were kindly received by
Henry II., the king of the island, and were permitted to
establish themselves at Limisso.

The next move of the Knights of St. John was to Rhodes,
which was granted to them as a residence by the Emperor
Andronicus II. during the Grand-mastership of Foulque de
Villaret. Here they resided two hundred and twelve years. In
1522, Sultan Solyman II., commonly called the Magnificent, cast
a longing eye on Rhodes, and led an expedition in person against
the island. The Grand Master of the Order at that time was
Villiers de L’Isle Adam, a venerable French knight, whose
renown for bravery and diplomatic skill had spread all over
Europe. For six months L’Isle Adam and his brave companions
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in arms defied the immense host of the great Solyman ; but at
last, worn out with fatigue and disheartened at having been
abandoned by those Christian princes from whom he anticipated
help, I’Isle Adam yielded to the solicitations of the inhabitants,
and negotiated for a surrender. It is but just to say that
Solyman behaved on this occasion like an enlightened and wise
prince. He allowed the knights to leave Rhodes quietly and
without any molestation. He permitted all the Christian
inhabitants who wished to accompany the knights to do so
without hindrance, and he granted them twelve days to collect
their movable property and to place it on board the vessels of
the Order.

Thus was Rhodes lost for ever to the Knights of St. John.
After various adventures, L’Isle Adam and his followers
arrived in Italy, where they were graciously received, and
trcated with the greatest respect for their spirited and heroic
defence of their island home. Notwithstanding this, however,
they felt that their glory had departed from them ; they were
wanderers on the face of the earth, and many doubted whether
the Order would ever rccover from the terrible blow which had
just been inflicted upon it. IL’Isle Adam, however, was not
a man to give way to despair. He sought a conference with
the Pontiff, through whose instrumentality he hoped to recruit
the shattered forces of the Order. Accordingly, whilst his
ships were lying in the harbour of Civita Vecchia, he sent an
ambassador to request an audience with the Pope. The course
of events favoured his designs in the most remarkable manner.
Pope Adrian VI. assured him of his sympathy, and promised
to use his influence with the Christian princes of Europe in
behalf of the Order. Not very long after, however, he died,
and a cloud came over L’Isle Adam’s prospects, but only to
be succeeded by brilliant sunshine. The successor of Adrian
was Clement VII., a Knight of the Order of St. John, L’Isle
Adam’s brother in arms; and one of his first acts on becoming
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Pope was to create L’Isle Adam a cardinal, and to grant to the
Order the town of Viterbo as a residence, and the port of Civita
Vecchia as a harbour for the fleet, “until such time” (thus
he expressed himself) “as God should put into the hearts of
the Christian princes of Europe to assign to the knights an
island and a port whence they might renew their exertions in
defence of the Christian faith.”

Pope Clement was anxious to see the Knights of St.
John comfortably established in some independent possession.
Several places were suggested as likely to prove convenient;
but, after due consideration, the Pontiff came to the conclusion
that the most desirable locality would be the islands of Malta
and Gozo, which then formed a portion of the empire of
Charles V. I.Isle Adam accordingly undertook to send an
embassy to the emperor, to represent to him the unhappy
condition in which the knights were placed, and to request of
him that he would grant to them the two islands of Malta and
Gozo as their future residence.

The answer of the emperor was far from favourable. He
was not unwilling to sce an Order so renowned for chivalric
actions settled within his dominions; but the restrictions which
he sought to impose on the knights were such as to render it
almost 1mpossible that they should submit to them. Mean-
while L’Isle Adam began to cntertain some hope of being
able to reconquer Rhodes, and thercfore purposely delayed
the negotiations concerning Malta. Some of the wealthy
inhabitants of Rhodes, being dissatisfied with the Ottoman
Government, kept up a secrct correspondence with the Grand
Master, and urged him to attempt the conquest of the island.
Solyman, however, discovered the plot that had been formed
against him, and punished some of the conspirators. L’Isle
Adam, on hearing this, perceived that all his designs for the
conquest of Rhodes were baffled, and began to feel the necessity
of renewing his application to the emperor. A remarkable
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train of incidents favoured his plans. Events of the greatest
importance were agitating Europe. England, France, and
Germany were governed by restless and ambitious monarchs.
The Emperor Charles V. was the object of secret jealousy on
the part of Francis I. of France and Henry VIII. of England ;
and the Holy League was formed under the direction of the
Pope to curb his power. Francis had been a prisoner at
Madrid ever since the memorable battle of Pavia; and the
Queen Regent of France, the mother of Francis, being anxious
to procure his liberation on honourable terms, had determined
to send her daughter, the Duchess d'Alencon, to Madrid to
treat with Charles. Knowing the devotion of L’Isle Adam
to the Court of France, the Quecn Regent determined to
secure his services on so important a mission. She accordingly
wrote 10 him to rcquest that he would place certain vessels
belonging to the Order at the disposal of the duchess, to
convey her from France to the coast of Spain. L’Isle Adam
saw his opportunity, repaired at once to Marseilles with his
fleet, and attended the duchess till her arrival in Madrid.
The negotiation succeeded. Francis regained his liberty ; and
L’Isle Adam, in his frequent interviews with the emperor,
pleaded with great eloquence the cause of his illustrious Order.
Meanwhile the Pope used all his influence to second IL’Isle
Adam’s request, and, after some time spent in deliberation, the
emperor was induced to give his consent to the proposed
arrangement. On the 24th of March, 1530, the deed of
cession was signed, and the emperor declared that, “in con-
sideration of the particular affection which is felt towards the
Order, and in consideration of the important services which
it had rendered for ages past to the Christian republic, he
granted, in his name and that of his successors, to the Most
Reverend the Grand Master, and to the Order of St. John,
as a noble, free, and unencumbered fief, the city of Tripoli and
the islands of Malta and Gozo, with their entire jurisdiction
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and authority, civil as well as military, subject to no other con-

" dition than that they would annually, on the day of All Saints
(1st November), present a falcon to the Vicerdy of Sicily in the
name of the Order.”

On the 26th of October, 1530, the Grand Master, with his
suite, arrived in Malta, and took formal possession of the island
and its dependencies, having first solemnly promised to pre-
serve to the Maltese all their rights and privileges.

Malta is described as being at this time nothing better than
a shelterless rock of soft sandstone called ¢tyfw. The surface
of the rock was scantily covered with earth, but of so coarse
and arid a kind that grass refused to grow in it. It pro-
duced, however, abundance of figs, melons, and other fruits,
besides cotton and cinnamon, which, together with honey,
were exchanged by the native traders for corn with their
Sicilian neighbours. The population was about twelve thou-
sand; but the rapacity of the corsairs, who made constant
descents upon the island, sweeping whole families away into
captivity, kept the inhabitants in constant terror. The fre-
quent incursions of the Saracens and Turks had completely
desolated the island, and the impoverished inhabitants could
barely provide themselves with the necessaries of life. In the
year 1516, only fourteen years before the cession of the island
to the Order of St. John, all the revenue which the imperial
gowernor could wring from the people was forty ducats.*

* The following is a condensed report of the commissioner sent to inspect
Malta on the part of L'Isle Adam, as quoted by Lieut.-Colonel Porter, R.E. : —
¢ That Malta, about sixty miles in circuit, wasbut an arid rock, covered in many
places with sand, and in a fow with a light scattering of earth brought from the
neighbouring continent, or from Sicily ; that it had neither river, nor rivulet, nor
spring, nor any other fresh water, for the most part, save rain preserved in tanks
or cisterns, except a few wells, rather brackish ; that it produced little corn, not
half enough of anything to feed the scanty population ; that it would be a very
unpleasant residence, particularly during the summer; violently, nearly intolerably
hot, with not one forest tree, hardly a green thing to repose the eye upon ; and a
sort of ill-walled town, called its capital, in the middle of the island, at a con-
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The history of the Order of St. John, from its formation in-
1085 to its establishment in Malta in 1530, is full of interest,
and the diligent study of it will amply repay the student for
the labour bestowed on it. Forty-three Grand Masters had
preceded L’Isle Adam, and many of these had immortalised
themselves by dceds of valour. The plan of this work, how-
ever, forbids me to speak of these. My object is to lay before
the reader a concise and accurate sketch of the history of
Malta. Omitting, therefore, all mention of the predccessors of
L’Isle Adam, I take up the history of the Knights of St. John
at the point at which their connection with Malta commences.

I’IsLe Apam, 1530.—After the hardships which the Grand
Master had endured, he found the repose which he enjoyed
in his new island home most grateful. All his anxiety
respecting his beloved Order was now at an end; a secure
asylum had been gained, and the Grand Master was once more
an independent ruler. IIe was no sooner scttled in Malta than
he began to put the island in a positioﬁ to resist any attacks
that might be made upon it by the Turks. The Castle
of St. Angelo was strengthened, and the fortifications around
the Borgo were materially improved. New laws were made,
and public dutics were assigned to cach member of the Order.
For many years past the government of the island had been
weak, and occasionally tyrannical. The Maltese now cordially
welcomed a government which, although often tyrannical, pos-
sessed no element of weakness, and knew how to make itself
respected as well as feared. It took L’Isle Adam three ycars

siderable distance from the sea ; that, howevcr, the stone is not hard, but rather
tufo, or soft, and easy to be cut into any shape ; that the people speak a dialect of
Arabic or Moorish, and are noted for their frugality of living ; that for the rest
the harbours may be rendered good, and that what are termed easali are
miserable villages or shocking huts, rather befitting fishermen and pirates than
the renowned Hospitallers ; that, as to Gozo, it was too little, though, in comparison
of Malta, fertile and pleasant.”

This description of the islands and their inhabitants holds good in nearly every
particular even in the present day.
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-to organise the several departments of the little State, and to
lay a secure foundation on which future Grand Masters might
build a glorious and enduring edifice, Having ably com-
pleted this task, he convoked a Gencral Chapter of the Order
(November, 1533), and laid before that venerable body his
plans for the future government of his new subjects, and for
the administration of the property of the Order both in Malta
and in the several contincntal States in which priories or com-
manderies had been founded. At this General Chapter some
of the Maltese gentry demanded admission into the Order, in
accordance with one of the articles of the trcaty signed by the
Grand Master when he took possession of the island. To their
great surprise they were bluntly refused, on the ground that
they were cxcluded by the fundamental rules of the Order,
which required that candidates for adimnission, besides being
of noble birth, should have been born within the limits of a
priory in one of the eight lasguages into which the Order was
divided.* With the latter condition the Maltese candidates had
evidently not complied, and they were therefore pronounced
disqualified for admission to the rank of knighthood. There
can be no doubt that in signing the article of the treaty above
referred to, L’'Isle Adam had been guilty of deception; for he
could not have been ignorant of the rules of the Order over
which he so ably presided. By way of compensation, however,
fog, this breach of promise, the Maltese were permitted to enter

* ¢ There were at first throe languages in the Order, viz., Provence, Auvergneo,
and France. Then followod Germany, Italy, Arragon, and England. In the
course of time that of Castile was added, and for that of England was substituted
the Anglo-Bavarian language.

¢The Order was also divided into priories, bailiwicks, and commanderies.

““There were three classos of knights. 1. Knights of Justice. 2. Chaplains and
Priests of Obedience. 3. Serving Brothers.

¢ Proofs of nobility were requisite for admission into tho first class ; and proofs
of free citizenship for admission into the second class. The third class was open
to all candidates, who generally belonged to a low grade in society.”’ —Boisgelin’s
 History of Malta.”
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the Order as ecclesiastics, and to serve in the ranks of the
army without the distinction of knighthood. Many availed
themselves of this privilege, and rose to the highest rank both
in the Church and in the army.

L’Isle Adam had now reached the age of sixty-five. His
Life had been full of remarkable incidents; he had endured
hardships and anxiety, and he naturally hoped to spend his
declining years in honourable ease in Malta. But no sooner
had he completed his arrangements for the government of the
island than a fever brought his career to a close. His death
occurred in the middle of August, 1534, nearly four years after
his arrival in Malta. His body was laid in a marble tomb in
the chapel of Fort St. Angelo, and the epitaph inscribed on it
commenced with these simple and expressive words:—*¢ Valour
victorious over Fortune.”

Perer pu Ponrt, 1634.—L’Isle Adam was succeeded by
Peter du Pont, of the illustrious house of Asti, in Piedmont.
At the time of his election Du Pont was residing in Calabria,
and being in no hurry to encumber himself with State affairs,
he continued at his Italian home, until news reached him from
Malta that Barbarossa, the celebrated Turkish admiral, had
taken possession of Tunis, and was threatening Tripoli. Upon
this the Grand Master roused himself from his apathy, and
hastened over to Malta, which he reached on November 10th,
1534. He was well received by the Maltese people, and by his
companions in arms. His first public act was to send succours
to Tripoli, and to organise an expedition to act in concert with
the fleet and army commanded by the Emperor Charles V. in
person. The Goletta, the port of Tunis, was attacked and
captured. Tunis itself fell into the hands of the emperor;
Barbarossa fled, and Muley Hassan, who had been dethroned
by Barbarossa, was replaced on the throne. Charles V. had
reason to congratulate himself that he had been the restorer of
an Order which enrolled in its ranks the bravest soldiers in the
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world. He had often heard of the valour of the Knights of
St. John ; what he witne-sed at the attack on Tunis and the
Goletta convinced him that the Order well deserved the praise
that had been bestowed on it. Barbarossa having been defeated
at Tunis, the colony of the Order at Tripoli was freed from all
anxiety. The fleet returned to Malta, and the Grand Master
conferred honours on those who had distinguished themselves
against the infidels. Several additions were made to the Castle
of St. Angelo by order of Peter du Pont; but whilst he was
planning the extension of the fortifications around the Borgo,
he was attacked by fever, and died on November 18th, 1535,
at the age of seventy-one. Ile ruled just tifteen months, and
was interred by the side of L’Isle Adam, in the chapel of Fort
St. Angelo.

Dipier pE St. JaiLLg, 15636.—The next Grand Master was
Desiderius di Santa Ialla, or Didier de St. Jaille, a knight
who had greatly distinguished himself during the siege of
Rhodes. He was in France when the news of his election
reached him ; and, like his predecessors, he showed no anxiety
to enter upon the duties of his office. IIe allowed several
months to slip by before he set off for Malta, and when he had
got as far as Montpelier, he was suddenly taken ill, and died
there in the course of a few days.

JorN p’OMEDEs, 1536.—On the 20th of October, 1536, a
Ganeral Chapter was convened for the election of a new Grand
Master. For several years dissensions had existed between the
languages of Spain and France. On the present occasion each
laboured hard to secure the election of a Grand Master; but
the influence of Spain prevailed, and the choice of the Chapter
fell on John d’Omedes, a man described by Dr. Vassallo as
““ ambitious, avaricious, and crucl.” He was in Spain when the
election took place, and, imitating the example of his prede-
cessors, he allowed fifteen months to elapse before he entered on
his duties as chief magistrate of the Order. About this time,

E
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Dragut, the famous corsair, began his predatory excursions,
and landing at Gozo, carried many of the inhabitants into
slavery.* An expedition was organised to act against Dragut,
-but the pirate was too wary to encounter his foes in open fight,
and, after a skirmish in the neighbourhood of Tripoli, the
vessels of the Order returned to harbour, leaving Dragut
master of the seas.

Meanwhile, the Grand Master spent his time in inglorious
ease at Malta. He is said to have been very fond of natural
history, and to have collected a considerable number of live
animals from all parts of Europe. A great portion of his time
was spent in religious exercises in his private chapel; and
when he was not engaged in prayer, he was employed in study-
ing the habits of the animals in his park. Public affairs
seldom occupied his attention ; and when he did take an active
part in the government, he was sure to come into collision
with the Maltese gentry. Ever since the time of Roger the
Norman, the Maltese had had a Council, to which they gave
the name of Universita. The privileges enjoyed by this Council
were similar to those enjoyed by the corporations of cities and

* Vertot gives the following account of Dragut: ¢ He was born in a little
village of Asia Minor lying over against the island of Rhodes. His father and
mother were Mohammedans, both of them poor, who subsisted by tilling the
ground and by the labour of their hands; but this obscure and painful way of
life not suiting the warm and restless temper of young Dragut, he enlisted, when
he was but twelve years of age, under an officer of artillery who served on board
the Grand Seignor’s galley. He was at first a cabin boy, then a common sailor,
next a pilot, and afterwards, by his patron’s instructions, an excellent gunner, in
which quality he served several years on board of different vessels ; when having
gained some money, he came to be a partner in a brigantine of corsairs. After
this he soon got a galliot to himself, and took some considerable prizes with it ;
upon which he increased the number of his ships, and made himself dreaded all
over the Levant. There was not a pilot amongst the infidels who.had such
a perfect kmowledge of the islands, ports, and roadsteads of the Mediter-
ranean as Dragut had ; and as all who sailed through the Levant at that time
were more or less dependent on Barbarossa, the Grand Seignor’s admiral, Dragut
sought his protection, and went to Algiers to offer his services, which were at once
accepted.”
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towns in our own country at the present day. D’Omedes had
not been accustomed to representative institutions and muni-
cipal laws. He tried to govern the Maltese as he governed the
knights. He was a soldier and a monk, and he ruled as’
soldiers and monks always rule — arbitrarily and harshly.
Hence he was perpetually in difficulties. His Maltese subjects
groaned under his severe yoke. Complaints were made on all
sides, which he was too indolent to regard, and every year the
breach between him and his subjects became wider. It was
during his magistracy that the Emperor Charles V. under-
took his celebrated, but unfortunate, expedition to Algiers.
Thousands of Spaniards lost their lives on the sands of Africa,
whilst a hurricane almost annihilated the imperial fleet.
The Order lost eighty knights and four hundred soldiers, about
half of whom were Maltese. The fear of an attack by Dragut
appears to have urged the Grand Master to rouse himself from
his habitual indifferenge, and to give orders for strengthening
the fortifications. Colonel Porter, R.E., in his “ History of the
Fortress of Malta,” says that, ¢ in 1541, the Grand Master, John
d’Omedes, called in the chief engineer of the emperor, named
Caramolin, in order to receive his opinion as to the proper steps
to be taken for the due security of the fort, and improvement
of the existing works. That officer condemned both the Borgo
and St. Angelo, as being incapable of maintaining any serious
or protracted defence ; nor did he consider it advisable to make
any great outlay for their additional security, deeming that
their situation, overlooked as it was by so many of the neigh-
bouring heights within a very easy distance, was radically
defective and untenable. He purposed, therefore, as a more
efficient measure, to fortify the promontory which divided the
two harbours, called Mount Sceberras.”

This was the origin of the splendid fortifications which
enclose the city of Valletta, and which fill every intelligent
traveller with astonishment,—fortifications which, for grandeur

E 2
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and strength, have never been equalled in any country in the
world. “ The fortress of Malta’’ (to quote again the words of
Colonel Porter) “must ever stand an undying record and proud
*memorial of that illustrious fraternity beneath whose sway the
island was raised from a barren and inhospitable rock to the
proud position of the most powerful stronghold in the world,
if we except those where nature has contributed to aid the
resources of science.”

D’Omedes lived to be eighty years of age. He died in 1553,
having held the office of Grand Master seventeen years. He
died unregretted, both by the Order and by the native popula-
tion of Malta. Dr. Vassallo tells us, in a tone of bitter irony,
that ‘‘the convent and the people received the news of his
death with the most edifying resignation.” He appears to
have been ill suited to his position. And yet the period of
his administration was not altogether barren of results. The
fortifications, which are now reckoned amongst the wonders
of the world, were begun under his superintendence ; and laws
were published, which consolidated the power of the Order,
whilst they did not materially abridge the liberty of his
subjects. Vertot gives the following account of D’Omedes :
—“He had distinguished himself by his valour at the siege
of Rhodes; he was religious, and affected a great air of regu-
larity and devotion, but was withal of an imperious and
revengeful nature. He was covetous, and so bent on enriching
his family that he almost ruined the Order by the grants he
made in his lifetime to his relations, in contempt of the laws
and statutes of the society. 'What he left behind him was so
very inconsiderable that several knights, indignant at seeing
that he had alienated his principal effects, and disposed of them
to his nephews, proposed to have the care of his funeral left
to them; but the lords of the Council rejected this proposal
as unbecoming the generosity and grandeur of the Order. He
was buried, as usual, at the expense of the Order, and with
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a magnificence that was rather suited to his dignity than to his
personal merit.”

CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE, 1553.—John d’Omedes was suc-
ceeded by a French knight, named Claude de la Sengle. He
was the ambassador of the Order in Rome at the time when
he was elected to fill the office of Grand Master; and, unlike
his predecessors, he lost not a moment in proceeding to Malta
to enter upon his new duties. Bosio, a contemporary historian,
in announcing the result of the election, attributed it to the
direct agency of the Holy Spirit. The Pontiff, Julius IIIL,
bestowed high honours on the new Grand Master. There were
public rejoicings in Rome ; salvos of artillery were fired, and
brilliant fireworks were displayed ; and when De la Sengle
touched at Messina, on his way to Malta, the people of Messina
vied with the inhabitants of Rome in their enthusiastic recep-
tion of him. His first care was to complete the line of forti-
fications commenced by his predecessor around the Borgo ; and
within the newly-raised ramparts he laid the foundation of
a town, which received the name of La Sengle, and which is
now called Senglea. It was during his administration that
the statue of St. John the Baptist, and the eagle which is used
as a lectern at high mass in the Cathedral of St. John at Malta,
were presented to the Order. A bronze statue of Moses,
holding in his hands the tables of the law, was presented at the
same time. This latter statue stands at the right side of the
principal altar in the Cathedral of St. John.

In the summer of 1556 an unhappy dispute arose amongst
the kni