














Colling’ School Series.

HISTORY

OF

HOLLAND AND BELGIUM.

BY

W. ¢ PEARCE,

”
AUTHOR OF “ANALYSIS OF ENGLISR HISTORY ” ‘' HESTORY OF INDIA.”
* HISTORY OF S8PAIN AND PORTUGAL,” ET(

With Coloured Hup and Fllustrations.

LONDON AND GLASGOW:

WILLIAM COLLINS, SONS, & COMPANY,.
1879.






PREFACE.

IN bringing this volume before the public, the Author
is of opimion that slight apology need be offered for so
doing beyond that which 18 comprised 1n the preface
to its predecessor-—namely, the History of Spain and
Portugal.

Although the history of one’s own country, it was
there remarked, must necessarily engage the largest share
of the student’s attention, a study of the annals of those
nations, so many of whose 1ncidents are closely connected,
and indeed interwoven, with those of our own, will often
be found to assist 1n securing a surer grasp of the history
of England itself.

The annals of the Netherlands—and of Holland in
particular—should be specially attractive to Englishmen.
Closely allied to us 1n race and Janguage, the same yearn-
ing after national hberty has ever characterised this
people; and thus it is that the great struggle—which
forms the kernel, so to speak, of their story—in many of its
features presents a counterpart to that great contest of the
seventeenth century, the successful issue of which secured
to Britain the inestimable blessing of political freedom.
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Were this parallel not sufficient to awaken an interest
in the study of this people’s annals, it might be further
urged that the nation whose doings we have here chrom-
cled have at different times proved our warmest friends,
our keenest rivals, and our most stubborn maritime foes,
whilst, during the most eventful period of their history,
their noble patriotism, patience, endurance, and self-
devotion, under the most trymng cicumstances, secured
for them the heartfelt syinpathy of our fieedom-loving
ancestors

With these few remarks, then, the author begs to

introduce his new volume to the student of hstory.

Tie WoODLANDS,
July 187



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER |
IAGE

Early Inhabitants, . 9

Cnarier 17
The Romans, . . 13

Cuarirr 111
The Franks, . . 18

Cuarrir 1V,

Development of the Nation, . . i
Cuaprrk V
The House of Burgundy, . . . . 30

Cuaprrer VI
Charles the Rash, . . . . 3

Cuarier VII
Mary, Maximihan, Phihp, Margaret, . 41

(naprrr VI
Charles V . . . 49

Cuarrer 1X
Charles V. (continued), . . . . . .

(%]
-1



6 CONTENTS,

CuaPTER X
PAGE
Philip II. . . . . . 65
CHAPTER Al
Eve of the Rebellion, 75
Cuarrer XI1I
Early Stages of the Rebellion, . 83
CraprTFr N1II
The Rebelhion (contnued), . . 93
Cuamer X1V,
The Rebelhion (contnued), . . . 100
CHarrrr XV
The Rebellion (continued), . . . 110
CuarTer XVI
The Rebellion (continued), . . . . 117
CHarrek AVII
The Rebelhion (continucd), . . . . . 128
Cuarrer XVIII
Penod of the Truce, . . . 136
Cuarrer XIX,
Renewal of the War, . . . . . .14
CuarTER XX,
Prince Fredenck Henry—Wilham II, . . 149

Cuaprrer XXI
War with England and France, . .. . . 157



CONTENTS.
Crarrzr XXIL
Struggle with Louis the Fourteenth,

Caaprer XXIII
European Politics,

Cuarrer XXIV
Struggle with Napoleon, .

CHAPTER XXV.
Struggle with Napoleon (continued),

CrAarTER XXVI
The Belgian Revolt,

CaAPTER XXVII
The Belgian Revolt (continued),

PAGE

167

174

183

188

196

203






HISTORY

HOLLAND AND BELGIUM.

—_———
CHAPTER L
EARLY INHABITANTS

The Belg®, Batavi, and Frisu—Julius Ceesar’s Invasion—Char-
acter of the Belgse—Of the Batavi—Their Traiming—Cmsar’s
Dealings with the Tribes—Various other Tribes—Celt and
Teuton compared

Previous to the dawn of the Christian era, when the
Roman armies, baving gathered the fairest portions of
southern Europe und western Asia into the embrace of
the great empire of the day, were carrying their eagles
westward in search of new lands and new conquests, that
portion of Europe now known as the Netherlands—or,
more strictly speaking, Holland and Belgium—was 1n-
habited mainly by three principal nations of Celtic and
Teutonic blood. These were—the Delye, who dwelt upon
the left bank of the Rhine, and occupied a tract of country
that extended southward to the Seine, and westward far
into Britain , the Batavu, whose territory lay within the
delta formed by the Rhine and Meuse, and the Frisu,
whose domimions stretched thence northwards to the
shores of the German Ocean.

To Roman amhition 1t is due that these trmbes were
rescued from the oblivion which, considering the situation
and character of thewr country, might have been for a
long time their fate. To their own indomitable courage
and resolution, however, they owe it that their names
have become immortalised, and their territory saved from
the waters of the Atlantic. Throughout the whole of his
career of conquest, the great Cesar never encountered
more stubborn foemen than the hardy dwellers of this
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region—*outcast of ocean and earth.” Long indeed before
Ceesar himself appeared upon the stage of Rome’s history,
these tribes had learned the art of war with the kindred
Cimbric nations who, a century before the birth of
Christ, bore down with their massive armies upon the
northern dominions of Rome; so that when his triumph-
ant legions, a half century later, entered this most unin-
viting portion of western Europe, a task was before them
which discipline and superior military knowledge cer-
tainly enabled them to perform, but only by the exercise
of & most mighty effort. The Belge, says their con-
queror, were the bravest of all the Celtic tribes ; and he
fortities his testimony by quoting the fact that they were
the only people who had succeeded in withstanding the
onset of the Teutons and Cimbri.

Nevertheless, to the Batavii belongs the palm of
heroism. According to Tacitus, they surpassed all the
tribes of these parts in bravery and hardihood. ¢ Others
go to battle,” says the old historian; ¢ these go to war.”
This same “ war” was even the great study and delight
of their existence; and for the exercise of this, the great
business of thewr lives, they were duly educated by a
course of rigid self-denial , while a significant symbolism
prepared them for its stern duties. The Romans ever
spoke of them with the most profound respect; and,
while Belgian and Frisian were forced to bend before
their conquering arms, Batavian heroism was drawn
upon to swell the ranks of the Roman cohorts. Batavian
horsemen formed the flower of their cavalry, and were
even employed a8 a body-guard to the Roman emperors.
‘We hear of their heroic deeds in middle Europe, where
“their wild courage terrified the Dacians, as they saw
them, in complete armour, swimming across the Danube.”
They went far to give Ceesar the victory over his rival
Pompey upon the decisive field of Pharsalia; and they
later on accompanied Agricola in his expedition against
Britain, and belped him to conquer our island. The
Romans made no attempt to reduce these insular tribes,
because they were shrewd enough to perceive that they
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would reap far greater advantage by permitting them to
retain their liberty ; and, while they subdued the Belgs,
and placed the far-off Frisii under tribute, they left this
tribe unmolested. Thus, under Augustus, we find them
spoken of as allies rather than subjects of Rome, and they
were even honoured by the proud title of friends and bro-
thers of the Roman people. Subsequently, however, they
appear to have been brought under the dominion of Rome;
but whether by conquest or by arrangement is uncertain.

Among the most prominent of the Belgic tribes, we
hear of the Menapui, near neighbours of the Batavii, and
the Eburones, who together occupied the district now
forming the Dutch province of North Brabant; the
Morini, inhabiting the present Belgian sea-board; the
Atrebates, who peopled the fair territory of Flanders;
and the Nervi, whose dominions comprised the heart of
modern Belgium. Beyond the confines of the Batavian
territory dwelt the Frisii or Freses, who occupied the
regions beyond the Rhine and Ems. Of the whole
of the tribes that peopled the Netherlands, these were
the last to receive the attentions of the all-conquering
Romans, and when at length they were brought beneath
the 1mperial sway, the fetters forged for them by their
conquerors were of the least galling kind. To this con-
dition of things, the distance of their country from the
capital,and 1ts difficult character, contributed more largely
perhaps than their military prowess. This same physical
difficulty, too, which caused them to be among the latest
of Rome's acquisitions 1n western Europe, enabled them
early to regain thewr liberty, and afterwards to become
themselves an aggressive and conquering people.

Thus the inhabitants of the Netherlands were com-
prised of Celt and Teuton, as typfied by the various
tribes of the Belge, and of the Batavu and Frisii respec-
tively, tribes possessing much in common, but so much also
that was so widely dissumilar, that, in all ages, every cir-
cumstance and every attempt to weld them into a homo-
geneous nation has signally failed. Both were of the same
gigantic stature ; both were of fair complexion, with eyes
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of azure and light hair—flaxen, however, in the one case,
and fiery red in the other. 8o much for their physical
resemblances : ethically, they were separated by a yawn-
ing gult. Gaul and Teuton were alike brave; but the
iragcibility and dash which distinguishes the progeny of
the Gaul at the present day was observable 1n all his
undertakings ; while the dogged, phlegmatic temperament
of the modern Dutchman and German characterised the
Teuton their ancestor of this early age. Their theology
differed as it differs now ; their notions of government
were widely dissumilar ; their social characteristics, per-
haps, were even more at variance. The Gaul was some-
thing more than a polygamist ; the Teuton wooed but one
life-partner, whom he regarded as the sharer of his labours,
Joys, and sorrows, and a part of lis very self Indeed,
he was the repository, for the time being, of those chivalric
1deas of courtesy and consideration to the weaker sex
which, in after times, formed the one redeeming feature of
the feudal age.

On the other hand, while the Gaul was a keeper of
sheep, u tiller of the ground, and a merchant to boot, the
Teuton had no notion whatever of industrial pursuits.
1f man was to live by the sweat of his brow, he chose
that that sweat should result from the operations carried
on 1n the stirring arena of the battle-field, despising the
%ura\nt.s of peuaceful industry as ignoble and debasing.

ress was despised by the Teuton; his sumple thorn-
pinned tumc—the prototype of the peasant smock—con-
trasted markedly with the full garment and elaborate
decoration of the Gaul. Such ¢ characteristics,” says
Motley, * “time has rather hardened than effuced. In the
contrast and the separation lies the key to much of their
history. Had Providence permitted a fusion of the two
races, it is possible, from ther position, and from the
geographical and historical link which they would have
afforded to the dominant tribes of Europe, that a world-
empire might have been the result, different in many
respects from any which has ever arisen.”

* Ruse of the Duich Republc.



CHAPTER II
THE ROMANS,

Confederation of the Tribes against the Romans—Rout of the
Trnbes—Prolonged Resistance of the Nervii—Their Defeat—
Alhances with the Romans—Value of these Alhances to the
Romans—Roman Undertakings—Decline of Roman Power
—Claudius Civihus—His Services 1n behalf of the Romans
—Charged with Conspiracy—Rebels—Reccives Assistanco
from the Germans and other Tribes—Their Desertion of him
—Proposed Meeting with Cerealis

THE De Bello Gallico of Ceesar contains an account of the
earhest known exploits of this people. In recording the
progress of their subjugation, the historian—although he
gives as his reason for molesting them a general con-
federation of the various clans agamnst the arms of the
Romans—omits to state the cause of these inimical pro-
ceedings We must, therefore, be allowed to conjecture
that the movement had 1ts ongin in the warlike propen-
sities of the race rather than in apprehension lest their
terrtory should share the fate of their neighbours, and
become absorbed mn the mighty dominion of the over-
reaching Romans. The ecarliest stages of the struggle
reveal the universality of the league. The Rhem: are
firat forcibly detached from the confederation, the Gallic
besiegers of Bibrax beaten off, and, after a splendid fight,
the main body of the Belgic clans put to rout. The
Suessiones submit, the Belloraci follow their example,
and the Roman commander advances with his all-con-
quering legions.

The formidable Nervii await him in a strong position
behind the Sambré, resolved that if he pass beyond their
confines it shall be over their dead bodies. A desperate
struggle—the most desperate of the campaign—ensuer,
The contest 1s long, severe, and often renewed. At one
time the Nervn enter the Roman camp; at another, they
press forward as if to certain victory: but the Roman
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legion is invincible. The great general himself, as if in

tion, throws himself into the thickest of the con-
flict, and fights a8 a common soldier. A determined
hand to hand conflict follows, in which quarter is neither
given nor expected. The desperate valour of the brave
Nervii at length succumbs to the superior discipline and
determination of the Roman legionaries. The Nervii,
true to their resolve, will neither turn nor surrender ;
and when, at length, the fight does end, it is only from
sheer exhaustion.

The army of the Nervii was literally annihilated.
Sixty thousand of their dead lay heaped upon the
battle-field; and, true to their resolve, it was only over
the mangled corpses of their enemy that the conquerors
were permitted to enter the Nervian territory, a miser-
able remnant of five hundred only escaping the slaughter
of that terrible day. The subsequent defeat of the
Aduatuci, and their wholesale delivery into bondage, and
of the Menapii and the Morini, complete the overthrow
of their devoted tribes. Having also received the sub-
mission of many Teutonic nations, whose territories lay
upon the confines of the Belge, the Roman banners
moved in grand though mournful defiance over the entire
Belgic terntory.

Flushed with his great success, Casar paused at the
bank of the Rhine, and returned to Ttaly Thus the
Batavi escaped the fate of their neighbours the Belge;
but, with creditable wisdom, they hastened to join issue
with the many tribes who, from a sense of danger, and
for the purpose of self-protection, had despatched envoys
to Rome to seek peace and alhance with so terrible an
aggressor. It is thus we find the Batavi, for some cen-
turies to come, active alhies of the Romans; and the
Insula Bativorum, as the country was termed, a prolific
recruiting-ground for their armies. Under these condi-
tions, alone, they escaped the burdens of customary
tribute, which, however, was compensated by the offering
of their best blood. Roman handiwork was brought
into play here as elsewhere; a canal was cut, in the reign
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of Tiberius, connecting the Rhine with the ancient Flevo,
and so with the German Ocean. To this they gave
the name of Fossa Drusiana, in honour of Drusus the
brother of the emperor, under whose superintendence the
undertaking was effected. They likewise constructed
two roads which existed even in the times of Trajan
and Hadrian. One of these crossed the country from
Lugdunum (Leyden) to the Mosa, and thence, turning
eastward, followed the course of this river and the Vahalis
to Noviomeyus (Nimeguen). Another, starting from the
same point, ran eastward to Trajectum (Utrecht), and
thence became identical with the northern Rhine. These
works afford ample testimony to the fact that the hold of
the Romans over this portion of the Low Countries was
by that time complete, and that the brotherhood which
the nations so proudly claimed was merely nominal.

Their presence, however, in the Roman armies was
highly valued by their imperial leaders. The part they
took in Roman conquest has already been hinted at, and
if any further evidence be needed respecting their 1m-
portance, it exists 1n the fact that it was to these that
Nero and Vitellius mainly owed their possession of the
imperial crown, and further, when their services were no
longer needed, they were removed by both emperors to
far-off portions of the empire as dangerous and dreaded
auxiliaries. The Frisii proved steadfast allies of the
Romans, but undesirable subjects—rsing in rebellion at
the earliest exhibition of tyranny, massacring their con-
querors, driving them from their terrtories, and razing
their many fortresses to the ground.

To the Netherlands, as to many other lands over which
their eagles flew, the Romans brought the belongings of
peace as well as of war. As we have seen, they taught
these amphibious nations the art of road-making and
canal-cutting, but best of all, that which, by reason of the
necessities of the situation, seems ever since to have
clung to them, the way to battle with their great assail-
ant the ocean—to resist his encroachments, to undo the
mischief of ages by efficient drainage, and to recover
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from his bed some of the finest and most fertile lands of
the continent.

The Romans continued to keep possession of this
corner of Europe till the barbaric hordes bore down upon
the empire with that irresistible might which, after having
sapped 1ts foundations, finally shattered the fabric to frag-
ments. From amid the gloom that enshrouds the century
of imperial rule, one event stands out in undying bril-
liancy—namely, the struggle of the tribes under Civilius.
Claudius Civilius was a Batavian by blood, of noble birth,
and a man of war from his youth. Steadfastly and well,
amid the squadrons of his countrymen, he had served the
emperor for a quarter of a century upon many a battle-
field both far off and near, but, with that ingratitude
which so largely churacterised the rulers of this mighty
empire, Civihus, in due time, had to endure the fate of
80 many of those who had risked life and imb in imperial
service, being suddenly arrested upon a charge of con-
spiracy, carried in chains to Rome, and with his brother,
condemned to a traitor’s death. Civilius escaped the
hands of the executioner; but, with a burning hatred, he
turned his back upon the city, and sought the land of
his fathers,. Henceforth he wus to be numbered among
the enemies of the empire, with life and energies devoted
to the patriotic task of redeemmng his country from the
Roman yoke. His purpose, the offspring of a revenge-
ful soul, was probably strengthened by the circumstances
of the times. He was no barbarian, but an educated
Roman citizen; and he could not therefore have failed to
note how that the imperial purple was open to the suc-
cessful soldier. Moreover, he must have been alive to the
influence wielded by the Batavian legions, seeing that by
their instrumentality two candidates for the coveted
honour had brought their aims to a successful issne. If
therefore, he might have argued, they were so great a fac-
tor in the military calculation, why should not their valour
be employed for the emancipation of their own nation?

In his new undertaking, Civilius found an ally in the
superstitions of his countrymen, over whose minds a
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certain witch at this time exercised a powerful influence.
To his overtures his countrymen lent a willing ear, and
a general confederation of the northern tribes was accord-
ingly formed. The weird woman of the Rhenish forest
predicted success, and many of the German tribes not in
actual warfare with Rome, not only wished him suc-
cess, but freely poured their oflerings into the Batavian
treasury. The struggle, which, 1n so many of 1ts features,
resembles the great contest of the sixteenth century, was
long and often doubtful, but the name of Rome was yet
a power and a terror. Many of the tribes lost heart,
deserted the cause, and sccretly leagued with the dread
enemy Vespasian, flushed with recent victory, was now
at the head of the Roman armies, with all the resources
of the empire at his command. Civilius was so repeatedly
and severely worsted that the ancient confidence of the
tribes who had hitherto stood by him waned, and he was
left alone to face the might of Rome Thus circum-
stanced, he was at length led to treat with the imperial
commander Cerealis The Roman emperor was perhaps
more anxious for a termmation of hostilities than Civilus
himself, who, plunged in the abyss of despair, through
the wholesale desertion of his alhies, cared hittle for what
the world offered, since his exertions in behalf of Nether-
landish independence had mscuried  Moreover, Ves-
pasian could not be supposed to forget him, the hardy,
skilful soldier, the hero of a hundred fights, and his com-
pamon and friend upon many a hard-contested field; and
as Ins soldierly qualities had served Rome in days gone
by, so his good sword, secured by concilintory dealings,
might be drawn again in her behalf. A conference was
appointed. It was to take place upon the bridge that
then spanned the Nabalia, as the canal was termed which
the Romans had constructed to connect the Rhine with
the Flevo. This bridge was now cut 1n twain, so that
the waters flowed between the Roman commander and
the rebel patriot At this point the narrative abruptly
ends, and the world perplexingly hears no more of this
redoubtable chieftain.
B



CHAPTER I1L
THE FRANKS.

Batavian Service—The Frisu cast off the Roman Yoke—The
Saban Franks—Defeated by the German Tnbes—They
migrate southward into Gm{—Clovu——Clotalre——Dngobert
—Pepin—Charles Martel—Establishment of the Christian
%;hglon—(}hmtun Missionaries—Heroism of the Frisn—Its

ects.

THE exertions of Civilius in the field were therefore
powerless to disturb the old order of things, and we may
with certainty suppose that his efforts in the arena of
diplomacy equally miscarried, for the Netherlandish pro-
vinces are numbered among the dominion of Rome until
the epoch of those migrations which destroyed the Roman
emprre itself,and wrought such mighty ethnological changes
in Europe. Batavian blood continued to flow 1n the 1m-
perial cause, and struck down, at the great fight of Stras-
burg, the enemies of Juhan as 1t had done the foes of
Nero and Vitellius. From this time, however, the
Batavian name is lost to history Exhausted by the con-
tinuous drain upon their valued manhood, the Batavians
at length became a scanty tribe, gradually merging in
the races that by-and-by peopled this ancient 1sland. The
Galhe tribes survived, but, no longer a Netherland nation,
they formed a portion of that territory to which the name
of Gallia, or Gaul, was given. The Fnsi, we repeat,
early cast off the yoke of their conquerors, and rose as a
free and aggressive people, pushing their frontier beyond
the Rhine, and governing themselves with customs of
their own, whose principles they had learned from their
Roman masters. ‘Of all the provinces of the Nether-
lands,” says Schiller,  Friesland, especially, had suffered
the least from the corruptions of strange tribes and
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foreign customs, and for centuries 10tained traces of its
national spirit and manners, which have not, even at the
present day, entirely disappeared ” *

But the annals of these times of triumphant and
encroaching barbarism are mysterious and obscure. The
stream of immgration setting forth from Asia passed
through Europe westward till 1t encountered the barrier
of the ocean , and thus the maritime Netherlands felt its
force in a remarkable manner Movements as mighty as
these might be expected to modify, and even radically
alter, the distribution of the tribes  Nevertheless, the
old Netherlandish races still preponderate  The Teutonie
element outnumbers the Celts, who gradually fall back
and settle 1n the south ; and the old Batavian spint
leavens the mass of Frisian character The Frisians, with
therr Saxon kindred, still occupy the northern portion,
though with enlarged frontiers extending northward to
the Elbe and southward to the Scheldt

The middle of the thind centwmy witnessed the arrival
of the Salian Franks, which race, with the assistance of
the Menapian Carausius, now settled i the old Batavian
island. By-and-by, these new-comers were defeated and
thrust out by the Saxon tribes who at this time fringed
the shores of the German Ocean  The Franks, dislodged
from Batavian territory, sought solace 1n serzing upon the
lands of then more southern neighbours This dislodg-
ment of the Franks by the Saxons started the former
upon a career of conquest which, as 1t brought about a
permanent and 1mportant change, 1% one of the most re-
markable in the annals of Kurope. Driven southward
by the vigorous onsets of the Saxons, hoide after horde
of this people continued for a eentury and a half to ahght
upon the fair soil of Gaul. The absorbing process closely
resembled that which the tribes of the conquering race
maintained later on 1n DBntain. The whole land was
gradually overspread, and 1ts inhabitants driven into the
hillcountry of the west This invasion gave to the land

* Revolt of the Nethcrlands,
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a new population and new institutions, and to its history
a new departure.

Towards the end of the fifth century, Clovis had suc-
ceeded in removing the last vestiges of Roman domunion
from Gaul, and now whatever of disgrace attended the
expulsion of three centures earher was retrieved. The
victorious arms of the Salans, careering northwards,
again did battle with their ancient Saxon foemen, whose
various families had by this time united under the name
of the Frisii. Crossing the Rhine, Clotaire first fell upon
the SBaxons of Hanover and Westphaha, and by having
recourse to wholesale slaughter, extinguished the very
name of Saxon in these parts  Clotaire’s son, Dagobert,
pushed his conquests as far west as Utrecht, where he
founded a Christian chureh By degrees the Franksh or
Merovignian sway was established  The Fusn generally
made & gallant struggle  They were, 1t is true, defeated
in battle by Pepin d’Heristal, but the overthrow of so
famous a captain as Charles Martel in the forests of the
Ardennes, and the recovery of Utrecht, testify to the
gullantry of these Frisian warriors.

These struggles of the Frisii were, however, shortly to
terminate. The 1ule of the mert Merovignians, as this
dynasty was termed, had ceased, and the work so vigor-
ously begun by Pepin was as vigorously upheld by Charles
Martel. The victories of this renowned warnor paved
the way for the establishment of Christiamity in the
Netherlands. The tenets of the new faith had mndeed
followed the bauners of the Salian Franks i their career
of conquest. The Merovigniuns would appear to have con-
cerned themselves more respecting the tuumph of thewr
religion than the security of their sway , and, as has been
observed, a Christian church was established at Utrecht
by Dagobert. Missionanes came over from Bntamn to
assist 1n the work ; the monk Wilirid , the Saxon Wilh-
brod, who founded a church in North Holland, and
finally, Boniface, who became a martyr to the prous cause.
Radbod, the redoubtable, was, by an unguarded reply of
a bishop, lost to the Christian cause, but his son and
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successor, Poppo, though refusing the rite of baptism, was
not immmical to the introduction of its truths into his
dominions.  Finally, when the pagan Witikind was
overcome and converted. the thorough dominion of the
Franks and that of Christiamty were alike established.

Under Charlemagne, Friesland, with the other pro-
vinces of the Netherlands, formed a portion of the great
German empire, which embraced beside8 within its limits
the west of Germany, France, and Lombardy ; and thus
once more the Netherlands were united under an imperial
sway. As the Fusii were the last to submit to the con-
querors’ yoke, so they were the people who gave the con-
querors the greatest amount of trouble. Often in rebel-
hon, they were, it 18 tiue, as often defeated, but they
taught thewr conquerors to respect theiwr prowess, and
succeeded 1 winging from them a recognition of their
ancient rights and privileges such as conquerors of the
Frankish type were not 1 the habit of conceding. They
remained, 1n many respects, as their name implies, a free
people , and hence the feudal system—that offspring of
the Franks—while 1t struck root in neighbouring pro-
vinces, was never even planted upon Frisman soil.



CHAPTER 1V.
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATION

Phynical Changes in the Netherlands—Condition of the Nether
landers—The Feudal System—Charlemagne’s Successors -
Disintegration of s Empire —1ts Atoms—Ravages of the
Northmen—Baldwin Brasdefer—The Northmen gradually
driven off —Change 1n the Character of (Government—In the
Condition of the People~-The Crusades—frogress of Liberty
— Development of {ndustry ~ The Gulds —The Sctthng
Process

THE flood of emigration wlich had served to submerge
the empne of the Cwsars, besides mtroducing new races,
had considerably changed the physical aspect of the
country The Nethetlands were no longer a huge quag-
mire, as the encroachments of the ocean for ages had left
it—shut out, too, fiom civilization by a mughty forest.
The 1ndustry of 1ts people had given bounds to the channels
of its streams, and by the construction of huge walls o1
dykes, had nd defiance to the encroachments of the ocean.
The belt of woodland which had once cut the land off from
the rest of Europe, had been broken through, and many
a flourishing town now stood upon the site of forner
desolation

The character of 1ts people had changed with that of
the country. The spimt of mihitary hardihood, which
heretofore hud attracted the notice of Roman emperors,
existed no longer, or hngered only among the Frisian
inhabitants of the North Sea coast. All but they were
subject to the burdens of feudalism in its most unbearable
form. As yet there was no hereditary nobihity. The
nobles, both lay and ecclesiastical, were rather court-
officers than landed proprietors as were the Warrenes, the
Bohuns, and the Bigods of fcudal England. They owned
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the land, indeed, but their tenancy was regarded less in
the light of a possession than as a remuneration for court
service. Many of the nobles, remote from the central
power, had done their best to make their feudal privileges
a reality ; and 1t was only by dint of unflagging exertion
that the great western emperor was able to maintain his
authority unquestioned For the present, however, the
breath of liberty ammated not this land of future free
and representative 1nstitutions.

What, however, the system denied to the Nether-
landers was virtually acquired by the natural configura-
tion of the country, and the habits which 1t generated.
A land hable to the encroachments of a vast ocean, and
to sudden inundations from many stieams, could only be
insured against the dangers and 1nconvemences which
these visitations suggest, by a constant vigilance and a
thorough umity of action and purpose By such agencies
a universal concert was organised, which was often found
to compensate for that balancing power which the feudal
barons were elsewhere wont to apply to the sovereign
authority. This same principle of co-operation it was
that initiated those remarkable institutions which, under
the name of “gilden” or guilds, were formed throughout
the whole length and breadth of the land, and play,
in after times, so important a part in the country’s
history.

The mighty edifice which Charlemagne’s genius had
served to raise and so hardly to maintain, collapsed as soon
as the hand of the architect was removed from earth. His
successors, whose shallow gemwus is suggested by such
drivelling cognomens as ‘the bald,” ‘“the fat,” ¢the
simple,” ¢ the stammerer,” were 1mpotent to preserve the
empire to the western Franks; and, in the reign of
Charles the Simple, Lotharingia, as the Netherlands, with
Friesland, were called, passed into the hands of Henry,
king of the East Frisians (925). While, however, these
degenerate representatives of a vigorous stock failed to
hold together the atoms of a temporal empire, they largely
assisted to strengthen the edifice of spiritual domination,
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and thus the provinces swayed by ecclesiastical rulers
became the most powerful of all the semi-independent,
and now bereditary, states which arose upon the shat-
tered fragments of Charlemagne’s great empire. The
Bishoprics of Utrecht, largely endowed by the lavish dona-
tions of the Carlovignians, rich in the possession of pious
usurpations, and commanding the unswerving fealty of
numerous and superstitious subjects, became an arbitrary
and encroaching power. Liege and Tournay followed
in the wake of Utrecht. Among what we may term the
secular states were the duchy of Lotharingia or Lorraine,
divided into upper and lower, the county of Flanders,
lying between the Scheldt and Somme, which was boldly
snatched, together with Ins daughter Judith (864), from
Charles the Bald, by Baldwin Brasdefer, and Holland,
the gift of Charles the Simple to Count Dirk (922), the
nucleus of the present kingdom bearing the same name.

At this period of mmperial disintegration, then, arose
the independent sovereignties which were, 1n course of
time, to form the territory known as the Netherlands,
subsequently divided into the present countries of Holland
and Belginm-—countries destined to play a conspicuous
part indeed in the history of the middle ages of Europe—
Namur, Hainault, Limburg, Luxemburg, Gueldres, Ant-
werp, Mechlin; while Friesland, over which termtory
the Counts of Flanders and the Bishops of Utrecht long
exercised divided sway, was resolved in tume into the
various provinces that formed the United States of
Holland.

During the process of settlement, the country, in
common with the rest of the territory upon the western
seaboard of Europe at that period, was a prey to the
rgvages of the Northmen, The shores of Gueldres, for
obvious reasons, were the first to suffer from their pirati-
cal visits. By degrees the whole coast was visited by
their swarming multitudes, and the interior of the coun-
try at length was made to feel the sad consequences of
the new barbarian invasions. Flanders, remote from
the centre of their operations, and defended by the arm
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of the redoubtable Baldwin Brasdefer, managed for a
time to check their inroads, but in due time this pro-
vince shared the fate of the rest, the entire country being
overrun by their unsparing bands. Powerless to resist
their continous inroads, an agreement was finally (882)
entered into with their chieftain Godfrey, whereby they
consented to withdraw into Friesland , and thither they
hastened to lord it in this new region even as they had
done in the more southern province. Shortly after,
Charles the Fat procured the assassination of this chief-
tain The whole band was then immediately fallen upon
by the Frisians, who tinally succeeded 1n clearing the land
of their rapacious masters. Fiom this time forward, the
attacks of the Northmen became more desultory, and by
the end of the tenth century they had ceased to trouble.

The five centinies that followed the establishment ot
Dirk’s dominion form, 1n many 1espects, the most 1mpor-
tant portion of 1ts annals, not so much fiom the presence
of those stirring incidents which go so far to make up a
listory, as from the process of national development
which 1t unfolds. The collapse which followed upon the
death of Charlemagne furnished this countiy with a new
starting-point for 1ts history. The free general assembly
and the elective monaichy, peculiar to the old German
tribes, had disappeared, and 1 their place feudalism in
its least tolerable form was rampant. The digjointed
character of the empire necessitated the presence of a
strong hand to hold together its various atoms, and to
control their numerous delegates ; and when the place of
2 Charlemagne was assumed by a degenerate progeny,
the incoherent mass parted asunder. The imperal re-
presentatives became themselves little emperors, lording
it in their himited domains with more than the despotism
characteristic of their former lieges. The functionaries
of the Church joined in the movement of sedition, and
the crosmer thus became no less a symbol of temporal
than of spiritual authonty. Hereditary succession, not-
withstanding the special exertions of the emperors to
prevent this, the most formidable barrier to imperial
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authority, took the place of delegated power. Attendant
circumstances were well calculated to bring this about.
The nature of the duties to which these usurpers had
been appointed had given them a training in the art of
despotic rule, and had likewise furmshed them with the
full coffers so necessary to the maintenance of their new
position.

The subdivision of power which this movement occa-
sioned was productive of greater tyranny. The props of
feudalism were strengthened, and the spirit of individual
hberty entirely subverted From degradation to degra-
dation the people, under the sway of their late governors,
now their absolute masters, descended, and we behold
them as “dumb driven cattle,” bartering their liberty
for the protection a castle-wall afforded them. ¢ Paupers
sold themselves that they might escape starvation; the
timid sold themselves that they imght escape violence.” *
And thus feudalisin, as established 1n the Low Countries,
had at length become almost identical with that which
obtained 1n the worst days of Norman England.

The process had been helped forward materially by the
disturbed condition of the land consequent upon the in-
roads of the Normans, which, here as elsewhere, had
struck down civihization, and caused 1t to he prostrate
and inanmimate for a couple of centuries Whole dis-
tricts were depopulated, and towns once flourishing were
either reduced to s heap of ruins or swept entirely
away. But such a condition of things was not hkely
long to prevail. The mighty instinct of hiberty had not
altogether died out of the breast of the Teutonic churl
With the inland peoples it was dormant merely , with
the Frisians 1t had never yet lost strength, for the hberty
of the “free Frisians” had never been forfeited, except
through volition. By this process, however, slavery had
been established even here to an appreciable extent.

While thus the Teutome folk lay in the degradation
of the most abject serfdom, the progress of circumstances
beyond the confines of their nation was preparing a means

* Motley, Rwe of the Dutch Repubhc,
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whence they might ascend from the slough of bondage to
the solid ground of lhiberty. The contest between Cross
and Crescent caused a continuous drain upon the man-
hood of Europe. The feudal barons of the Netherlands
early caught the spirit of the age; and, ambitious to
shine in the glorious duel of the east, their greatest care
was naturally to lead thither an imposing array. To
secure this, promises of personal hberty were held out as
a reward for this extra military service, and thus multi-
tudes of neck-bound serfs became free men. The lords
by this means secured a cheap service; for the carnage of
the battle-field too often provided a manumission which
rendered that by the lords supererogatory.

Nevertheless, the cause of hberty progressed, and free
labour gradually took the place of forced servitude in the
land. Moreover, the great men themselves had learned
many more things in this contact with the civilization
that gathered upon the great theatre of rehigious strife
than they had ever before dreamt of, and came back with
views greatly modified by the sheer circumstances of a
refining influence, and by a timely recognition of their true
advantages—that 18 to say, such as 1eturned at all, for
in this tremendous conflict noble suffered equally with
churl. Thus 1t was that, whether through the enfeebl-
ing consequence of extensive foreign contests, or the
wisdom begotten of the circumstances surrounding them,
the cause of freedom matenally gamned ground, and with
it came renewed civilization and opulence.

It was in such times, and by such means, that the
towns began to rise into importance. The wretched hovels
of the serfs, who once had clustered for mere shelter
beneath the battlements of their lieges’ castles, gave place
to well-built colonies, inhabited by a better, a more 1n-
dustrious and ingenious class, so that now the stroke of
the smith’s hammer commingled with the rattle of the
weaver’s loom, and all the other well-known sounds of
industrial hfe. Then arose those times of thriving
industry which, throughout the course of the middle ages,
made these Low Countries the mart and factory of Europe,
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enriched the people with unmatched wealth, and thereby
furnished them with an argument more powerful than
the sword. The entire land seemed to have been seized
with a mania for industrial and commercial enterprise.
The maritime population, with the daring ot the race,
crossed a treacherous ocean, and brought to the marts of
Dort or Bruges the precious metal for the craftsman, or
the fleecy supplies from Britain and Spain for the Flem-
1h weaver. By degrees the importance of the artisan
became duly recognised. The humble populations of
these new colonies were petted and encouraged ; for their
superiors, recognising the sterling value of their brain
and sinew, cherished the growth of the new power. The
nobles were numbered among the promoters of trade.
The various centres of industry became first communities,
and these afterwards began to divide themselves into
guilds, whose charters and privileges, bought with the
all-powerful gold begotten of their toil, formed a sacred
and valued thing for all tumes.

Another circumstance brought power and influence to
these newly-resuscitated communities. The attacks and
depredations of the Normans, though carried on for the
space of a century and a half, while it made such havoc
of the budding civihzation of the Netherlands, failed
sensibly to disturb the political distribution of the land.
The emperors of Germany still remained suzerains of the
entire country—Flanders, which was attached, in great
part, to the dominions of the King of France, alone ex-
cepted. For administrative purposes, the territory which,
from Charlemagne’s son, Lothaire, took the name of
Lotharingia, or Lower Lorraine, was governed vicari-
ously by subject nobles. This lieutenancy became a
matter of contention between the rulers of the provinces ;
and thus we hear of Lambert of Louvain and Reginald
of Hainault as early aspirants to the dignity. By their
successes, these chieftains secured an imperfect independ-
ence of the imperial authcrity.

Such wars against the chief of the empire, and the less
imposing broils between the nobles themselves—which,
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during what may be termed the settling process, and for
centuries later indeed, were so frequent and furious—
caused the wealth of the towns to become an important
factor in the calculations of the combatants. Their gold
furnished means of supply , their collective bravery their
mainstay. Charter, privilege, and concession were all
the lord had to bestow in exchange for these valuables,
but they were found to be more precious than the fine
gold given in exchange for them. And thus, so early as
the eleventh and twelfth centuries. we find here a mixed
form of government—a limited monarchy—a republe,
indeed, or rather an aggregate of republics 1n all but the
name

The settling process above referred to may be said to
have taken place in the eleventh century , and this, when
completed, left the provinces of the empire divided among
the various dukes, marquises, counts, and lords, whose
names are so familiar to the readers ot European history
To trace the progress and chromnicle the mncidents of these
principalities during the many centuries of their indepen-
dent and antagonistic sway would be unnecessary, 1f not
impossible. It would ofter the usual picture of a series of
petty quarrels and obstinate fights, might trampling down
nght, the despotism of the ruler curbed by the stubborn
will and hard-headed politics of the burgher , the decline
of the lordship and the principality, and the rse of the
township; until impenal rule once more asserts 1tself, and
both are enveloped 1n one common thraldom.
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THE HOUSE OF BURGUNDY.
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Strength—Posscssions of the ﬁonse of Burgundy—Philip the
Bold—Character of his Government—John the Fearless—
His Bchemes—The House of Bavaria—John of Brabant and
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THE towns of the Netherlands then had become a power,
and henceforward they must be regarded as a factor in its
concerns of no inconsiderable importance. The general
process by which they attained to such a position has
been here hinted at rather than traced Their earlier
strength was pitted against the petty feudal lords, and
a8 their power and means developed, they became bold
enough to attack the counts and lords, and that too with
success; for the same innate capacity which had begotten
a habit for industrial and commercial association had
likewise induccd the practice of co-operation and con-
federation 1n the field.

Thus, in the middle of the thirteenth centwry, the
nobility of Holland, and the sovereign-bishop of Utrecht,
were driven from their inheritance, and free government
was proclaxmed by the peasantry and burghers. A little
later, a similar state of things obtained 1n Mechhin and
Louvain, while the Flemings eschewed the lordship of
their own count, and by this act added the richest and
most influential of the Netherlandish provinces to the
dominions of the French king, Philip the Fair. The
power and military prowess of the merchant city of
Bruges asserted itself in a most unmistakable manner
soon after, when, at the fight of Courtrai, the chivalry of
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France was shattered upon the pikes of its stubborn in-
fantry. Such, indeed, was the power of these newly-
awakened commumties, that it had become a dangerous
thing for the rulers to ignore them and their ideas and
aspirations. Indeed, the wealthy cities had elbowed their
way to the very front, and, not content with being
governed by laws which they had been permtted to
sanction, they insisted upon participating in thewr ad-
ministration. The deputies of the Flemish towns gained
a seat beside the nobles 1n the provincial assemblies, the
cities of Holland acquired a similar right , and so 1t was
that the hberties of the provinces—Holland, Friesland,
Flanders, and Brabant especially—became a reahity, and.
those hittle commumties, which usually owned a duke, %
count, or a bishop for their sovereign, constituted the
epitome of a great and remarkable commonwealth which
itself was the outcome of many and many a long year of ,
civil warfare. .
And thus matters progressed until the larger provinces ::
of the country had, exther by marriage, purchase, legacy, or
conquest, become merged 1n the dominions of the house -
of Burgundy. The process—at first a gradual one—
was greatly accelerated towards the end of the four-
teenth century. For many a year the Dirks and the Flor-
ences of Holland maintained an equal struggle with the
bishops of Utrecht Flanders and Brabant next be-
came considerable powers, and vied with the older prin-
cipahities—the former to exercise 1n time a sway un-
rivalled by any of them, the latter to absorb the
hereditary dominions of the Dirks, and make of Holland,
West Zealand, and Hainault a hittle empire. Flanders,
through the failure of heirs direct, fell into the posscs-
sion of Philip the Bold of Burgundy in 1381, and the
following vear, Brabant, which provokingly lay between
the two great limbs of this newly-amalgamated princi-
pality, fell to the lot of his consort ; thus this doubly-valued
territory likewise becomes a portion of the same realm.
The Duke of Burgundy had now—having made peace
with the rebellious city of Ghent — become, in effect,
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suzerain of the Netherlands. The boldness of the new
sovereign was equalled by his prudence; for the acquisi-
tion of power, in his case, happily failed in operating, as
it too often does, in turning the brain of its possessor.
He was, on the contrary, left with sufficient judgment to
perceive the identity existing between his own and his
new subjects’ nterests; hence the free nstitutions of
his people were duly respected. Monarch and subject,
therefore, laboured together harmoniously—the result
being an extension of national privileges, and consequent
increase 1in the commercial activity of the nation. Death
left him a bankrupt, no doubt, for his widow formally
renounced her nghts, because they were burdened by
such heavy habilities; but the country shared not s
insolvency —continuing to prosper, and to accumulate
that wealth which subsequent sovereigns freely drew
upon for support in the many wars of ambition and
feud in which they were wont to embark

To Phalip the Bold succeeded Joln the Fearless, his
son (1404) John'’s reign was an exceedingly restless
one ; but the incidents of 1t are more closely associated
with the annals of France than with those of the
Netherlands. The same immoderate ambition and vanity
that had induced this monarch to take a command against
the veteran Bajazet, urged him hikewise to strive with
the Duke of Orleans for the regency of France during the
msanity of its king, Charles VI, and with still less of
ultimate success. The upshot of the former trial of
strength was capture; of the second, assassination.

In this scheme of the Burgundian sovereign his
Netherlandish subjects played no material part. They
supplied him, indeed, with the sinews of war in the
twofold shape of men and money, otherwise, they ob-
served a strict neutrality and thus a most curious spectacle
was exhibited —the merchants of the enemy's country
trading freely with the Burgundian ports, while their
chiefs were engaged 1n warlike operations. This circum-
stance throws a powerful hght upon the relations existing
between monarch and subject in the newly-ordered Nether-
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landish provinces. With Brabant the case was somewhat
different. 'This province was under the dominion of
Philip’s brother, Anthony; though, even here, his autho-
rity was sufficient only to command the services of the
nobility. The rank and file, as it were, took no part
in his warlike enterprise ; and when, in 1415, he shared
the fate of so many of his brother monarchs upon the fatal
field of Agincourt, the people, in derisive defiance of the
claims of the German emperor, invested themselves with
the regency during the minority of his hewr

The principles of constitutional liberty and legal
equality were, however, soon to be subverted. The
Dirks and Florences of Holland had died out. Their
place had been taken by the Avennes of Hainault, and
these were, in turn, superseded by the house of Bavaria.
This powerful dynasty, which ruled over Holland, Zealand,
and Hainault, was closely related by mairiage to the still
more powerfu) house of Burgundy , and, however inimical
their interests might be generally, they failed not to make
common cause, whenever a union was necessary, in batt-
hing with the popular force. Democracy, too. in Holland
and Zealand had lost ground through the unseemly joust-
ings of the Hooks and the Kabbeljaws—the red caps and
the grey—which divided ¢“noble against noble, city against
city, father agamnst son, for some hundred and fifty years,
without foundation upon any abstract or intelligible
principle.”*

In John, Duke of Brabant, who succeeded his father,
through his marrage with Jacqueline, heiress of William
the Fourth of Holland and Hainault, the houses of
Bavaria and Brabant were united; and henceforth—pos-
sessed, 8o to speak, of the very heart of the Netherlands
—this branch of the Burgundian line became a great
power. The historic interest of this period hangs upon
the trials and vicissitudes of this luckless princess, “ the
most lovely, intrepid, and talented woman of her times ;”
* the favourite heroine of ballads and dramas to Nether-
landers—endowed with the palpable form and perpetual

* Motley, Ruse of the Dutch Republc.

~



34 HISTORY OF HOLLAND AND BELGIUM. [CHAP. V.

existence of the Iphigenias, Mary Stuarts, Joans of Arc,
or other consecrated individualities.” * To trace with any-
thing like minuteness the vicissitudes of Jacqueline’s
career would require the space of a volume. Here we
can only say that, driven into exile by the fierce hatred
and petty persecution of her mean and unnatural husband,
she found a refuge with that embodiment of chivalric
honour, Henry the Fifth of Engldind. Here even,
although beneath the shelter of the puissant arm of Eng-
land’s great king and captain, she was not safe from the
tyranny of her cowardly husband, and she could not
avert the plottings to which a covetous eye towards her
goodly heritage gave rise.

The assassination of John the Fearless at the bridge of
Montereau had constituted Phihp the Good, Duke of Bur-
gundy. This monarch, actuated by motives of tuture
aggrandisement, abandoned his present object—namely,
revenge for the murder of his sire~and began to scheme,
and to throw into the balance of the enemies of Jacqueline
the weight of his might and influence. To achieve his
purpose, he cast off old alhances and formed new ones, and
when it suited his purpose, he repudiated these to league
with others—even his most bitter enemies. In conjunc-
tion with John of Brabant, he invaded Hainault, defeated
the Duke of Gloucester, who had undertaken its defence
in Jacqueline’s interest, and seized upon her remaining
terntory of Holland and Zealand. Her staunch sup-
porters, the Hooks, were, after a gallant struggle,
worsted by Phalip and the Kabbeljaws. Gloucester, in
despair, abandoned the unhappy princess’ cause, and,
without a shadow of hope, this romantic lady, after a
struggle of thirteen years with her own unnatural kith
and kin, which left her friendless, exhausted, and heart-
broken, gave up the unequal contest, became the wife of a
simple forester of Zealand, and sought, in the privacy of
a humble life, the repose a crown bad denied her. Her
death, in 1436, removed all apprehensions concerning the
security of his ill-gotten terntories.

* Motley, Rise of the Duich Republic.
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Fortune had previously favoured Philip in the des'th of
his namesake, the Count of Brabant ; for, by this event,
he came—rightly or wrongly—into possession of his ex-
tensive domimons ; while the Treaty of Arras, which he
concluded wath the Dauphin, further imncreased the boun-
daries of his territories ; so thdt they now extended, with
certain breaks, from the Zuyder Zee and the mouth of
the Rhine southward through the finest portions of
France. The Burgundian possessions belonged to him
by right, as did also the counties of Flanders and
Artois. The county of Namur and, later on, the duchy
of Luxemburg, became his by purchase, while the duchy
of Brabant, with the annexed provinces of Limburg,
Antwerp, and Mechlin, were secured by usurpation.
These acquisitions, together with the estates of the
despoiled Jacqueline, carrzed his realms northward to
the ocean.

Powerful as any of the princes of Europe, and am-
bitious beyond them all, Philip was not the kind of ruler
to allow himself to be a mere puppet—his actions fettered
by what his new subjects had been pleased to call popu-
lar rights, but which he was disposed to regard as a
mere arrangement that he had bad no hand i making,
It is true, he had promised to respect these ancient
liberties, but when did the most solemn engagements ever
stand 1n the way ot a ruler bent on personal aggrandise-
ment! His very earhest step was a formal repudiation
of the oaths he had sworn, and the pledges he had
solemnly given when as yet he was mere guardian of
the national interests during the nomnal sovereignty of
Jacqueline.

Philip thus inaugurated a new era in Netherlandish
history—an era of despotic supremacy, such as obtained
in England under the sway of the Tudor dynasty; and,
during the whole period which elapses between his acces-
sion and the rise of the republic, the free institutions, the
establishment of which had cost the stout burghers so
much, were, excepting at rare intervals, trampled under
toot, as had been the hereditary rights of the last scion
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'
of the house of Bavaria, by him whom history, forsooth,
has honoured with the epithet “ good.”

The means he took to secure these ends are noteworthy
as a marvel of subtilty. Republican principles under the
guardianship of the two grpat cities—Bruges and Ghent
—were, to all appearance, safe from the assaults of his
arms; and seeing that he could not hope in fair fight to
overthrow the libertics of Flanders, he proceeded to
foster the petty jealousies and hates which unfortunately
divided these great strongholds of popular supremacy.
In this way he extricated himself from the difficulties in
which an attack on Bruges had involved him. The sturdy
citizens of this Flemish stronghold had made short work
with his followers, whom they had the temerity to
massacre before his eyes. Animated solely with the spirit
of antagonism, the citizens of Ghent came to his rescue.
This policy assisted to preserve the keenness of a sword-
edge, which was by-and-by to fall upon themselves with
merciless fury Thus, in the accession of the Burgundian
dynasty, the progiess of hberty had received a serious
check, for the ancient privileges were either disregarded
altogether by the new monarch, or so manipulated as best
to secure the success of his own schemes

The innate shrewdness of Phihip was sufficient to warn
him that, to utterly destroy the institutions of the country
would have the effect of thoroughly disorgamsing society,
and thus of checking the streams of wealth whose employ-
ment had so materially aided his operations. While,
therefore, he interfered to destroy or modify such institu-
tions as stood in the way of his plans, he was careful to
introduce others. These, though they exhibited a sem-
blance of freedom, possessed none of its spirit This same
shrewdness taught him, too, that his own power depended
largely upon the prosperity of his people. Hence, while he
heavily taxed his subjects, and took severe measures to
secure whatever supples he from time to time needed,
he was careful to encourage the commerce and general
industry of the nation. He even went beyond this, and
patronised literature and art; and so it was that in the
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leading provinces every kind of industry flourished, and
the wealth of the nation increased rapidly. A keen
observer of human character, Philip managed, while
trampling down the prized liberties of his people, by sheer
tact, to preserve a certain popularity everywhere; and
thus a strange phenomenon was exhibited; for while
he assumed the air of an autocrat, and punished his
opponents with inordinate severity, he stopped short at
actual tyranny, and altogether comported himself so
adroitly that he never forfeited the proud title which he
had received 1n times when the character of his actions
scarcely warranted 1t.

The Burgundian sway encouraged the already growing
habits of luxury among the Netherlanders; and ere the
sun of that dynasty was set, it had attained a develop-
ment which was remarkable The court of the Duke of
Burgundy vied in splendour with those of Italy; and all
classes, fiom the highest to the lowest, were seized with
the mania for magnificent display and voluptuous living.
The army that followed Charles the Bold into Switzer-
land was so magmficently accoutred that the Swiss,
when threatened with invasion, begged the forbearance
of the warrior, reminding him that their entire territory
was not worth so much as the trappings of his cavalry;
and when, at length, he was forced to retreat from
the fatal fields of Gransen and Morat, the treasure
he left behind him was almost beyond calculation. This
voluptuousness and extravagant taste brought partial
ruin in their tramn. The testimony of Philip de Comines
is to the effect that pride had followed upon the heels of
prosperity in the Netherlandish provinces, and this unfor-
tunately wrought the ruin of the two great industrial
cities of Ghent and Bruges, transferring the commerce to
Antwerp and Amsterdam.



CHAPTER V1.
CHARLES THE RASH.

Ambition of Charles—Quarrel with the King of France—Battle
of Montlhéri—Treachery of Charles at Peronne—Sacking of
Liege—Charles’ Mercenaries—Contests with the Swiss—
Gransen—Morat—Nancy—End of Charles—His Character—
Condition of the Netherlands after lus Death

Paivip THE Goop died in 1467, and was succeeded by
his headstrong son, Chailes of Charolos, to whom the
name of the “ Bold,” or “Rash” has been given. Before
his father's death had made way for his accession, his
governmental skill had been put to trial, and the devoted
Hollanders had thus been furnished with a foretaste of
his sway. The promises of the stadtholdership were by
no means belied by the performances of the sovereignty.
A tyrant then, he was equally a tyrant now. A rebel
son, he was equally a rebel sovereign, doing violence to
every tie and sentiment that bound him to constitu-
_tional government. That the peace of the * Good”
Philip should be disturbed by the unnatural and un-
grateful conduct of his offspring, might be regarded as
one of those means which a righteous Providence adopts
to punish those of its creatures who, hke him, have no
more filial feeling than to join bands with a father's
murderers for the fleeting advantages the unholy alliance
might secure, or persecute to the death a royal sister;
but that the Netherlanders, who suffered much more
acutely from the effect of his tyranny, should have been
cursed with the sway of a ruler such as he, is a matter of
deep regret.
Deserving or undeserving, he inherited something
more than his father's crown, namely, the accumulated
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results of his thrift. With this loose capital, and the
unfailing fund which the industry of his subjects could
not cease to supply, he proceeded with a light heart to in-
dulge those warhke propensities which gained him his
cognomen, a soldier’s name, a soldier’s death, but little
more. His one great idea was to make Burgundy a
kingdom, whose borders should stretch from the Zuyder
Zee and the mouth of the Rhine down to Alsace; and
towards this end his whole energies were ever directed.
How far is plans would have succeeded under other
circumstances—had he, for instance, not inherited, together
with his sire’s dominions, the consequences attaching to his
sire’s usurpations, and had he been possessed of the pene-
tration and caution of that sire, blended with the un-
questionable vigour which characterised him as a soldier
Failing this, he soon engaged in a quarrel, concerning
what must have appeared to a man of his far-reaching
ambition, a trivial matter, with his crafty, treacherous, and
in many ways formidable neighbour, Lows the Eleventh
of France. He had scarcely held the sovereignty of
Burgundy a year when he concluded an alliance with
s brotheran law, Edward of England, with the inten-
tion of carrying on a contest with the French king.

Had this fallen out, it would not have been their first
passage of arms, for, during his father’s reign, while he
was yet stadtholder of Holland, he had given battle to
the French, and, upon the field of Montlhéri and else-
where, had exhibited unmistakable evidences of general-
ship. In view of the distressed condition of Louis’
kingdom, chiefly through the long wars with England,
it was with anything but complacency that the French
king contemplated the hostile preparations being made
upon his borders. Lows' adroitness, however, post-
poned the danger. Seeing that his chances in the field
of arms were but slight, he at once entered the lists
of diplomacy. Confiding in the honour of his rival,
he boldly met Charles at Peronne in Picardy unattended.
He, however, paid the penalty of an inordinate con-
fidence. During the conference, Charles received news
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of a rising in Liege. Rightly or wrongly, he attributed
the movement to his rival's intrigue, and forthwith
made him his prisoner. It was only by the exercise of
tact, and the employment of gold that he succeeded in
escaping with his life; as it was, he wus forced to accom-
pany his royal jailer to the rebellious city, there to
witness the vengeance of an all-powerful tyrant upon the
devoted heads of a people presumptuous enough to raise
them in rebellion agamnst him. Liege was taken and
sacked —not a building, sacred or otherwise, bemng
exempt from the fury of the enraged monarch and the
barbaric mercenaries who but too faithfully executed his
orders.

In 1470, his operations against Louis were commenced.
Though possessing the bravery of a lon, Charles was no
soldier, still less was he a statesman. His connection
with Edward the Fourth of England was always of
doubtful advantage, owing to the uncertain tenure of
that sovereign's sway; and, finally, his own obstinacy
deprived him of his assistance altogether. That same
failing had already lost him the alliance of the Duke
of Brittany. These disadvantages, however, were appar-
ently counterbalanced by the accession which his power
for mischief received when, turning his back upon his sub-
jectsand all the embarrassments which their aid entailed,
he gathered around him an army of adventurers. So
long as these mercenaries were rewarded for their services,
they were neither likely to question the propriety of his
movements, nor to refuse to become his agents 1n any under-
taking that he chose to embark in. Experience, however,
taught him that such helpers were but poor substitutes
for the patriotism which shone so vividly in the ranks of
his valiant Netherlanders, and his undertakings met with
very little success. He gained possession of Gueldres,
indeed, but it was mainly by purchase, and Louvain,
with Nancy, fell to his victorious arms (1475) ; but these
acquisitions were in no small degree due to the cunning
of lh:. French rival, and in the end they proved a snare
%o hi
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This apparent good fortune seemed to turn his brain,
and he began to consider himself a conqueror. He even
contemplated an emulation of the feat of Hannibal—to
cross the Alps, and to annex the country watered by the
Po, thereby assimilating his dominions to the realm of
the first Lothaire. This piece of presumption wrought
his ruin. Between him and the object of his desire the
massive hills of Switzerland, and the hardy offspring of
the Helvetii together interposed a barrier which he never
was able to break through. A peaceful folk, the Swiss
endeavoured to dissuade him from his purpose , but, with
all the recklessness which had acquired for him an equi-
vocal epithet, he advanced to the attack Near to the
town of Gransen he was met by the haidy mountaneers,
who, strong in their natural battlements, succeeded in
hurling back the invader, sorely crippled and heart-
sinking. Renforced, the reckless soldier returned to the
attack, but only to leave in the Alpine valleys, beside
the shores of the Lake of Morat, the bones of ten thou-
sand of s followers—a monument of his rashness and
inordinate ambtion.

The defeated king sadly bewailed the miscarriage of
his schemes. Chagrin and melancholy seemed to take
possession of him. From this stupor, however, he was
at length aroused by tidings of the loss of Nancy. His
wonted spint at once reammated him, and he turned
and entered Lorraine with his mercenaries. And now
he was brought fully to perceive the error he had com-
mitted in substituting hired for loyal national servaice.
A portion of hs army played him false, and, upon the
eve of a conflict, deserted to the enemy. Beneath the
walls of Nancy he gave battle to René¢ of Lorraine (1477)
It was his last venture, and a desperate one. Gransen
and Morat had sadly shaken him, and this Lotharingian
field was to complete his ruin, and terminate his restless
life. As a brave soldier, he fell, sword in hand, in the
thickest of the fray, and covered with wounds. His
mutilated body, half-drowned in a pool of mud and
water, was carried from the fatal field, and deposited
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ina sa.mophagus in the town, whence, some years later,
the remains were removed by Philip the Fifth with pomp
to Bruges.

Thus perished the last of the puissant house of Bur-
gundy. He was in many respects a great monarch, and,
in the heyday of his might, his alliance was courted by
many potentates, whilst the hand of his daughter and
heiress, Mary, was regarded poltically as a prize of no
mean value; for the emperor Ferdinand the Third did not
disdain to enter into negotiations with him, and sought
her hand for Maximihan his son, offering on his part his
support in securing the great purpose of his existence—
the exchange of a ducal coronet for a kingly crown. A
meeting of the monarchs was arranged at Treves; but an
unnecessary display of ostentation on the part of the
duke sorely offended the digmity of the emperor, and the
attempt came to nothing The union now in contem-
plation certainly took place, but it was arranged at a
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