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HISTORY PRIMERS.
GREECE.

CHAPTER L
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE GREEKS.

1. Greeks and Italians.—Most of the history
that we have of Europe before the Lirth of Chuiist 1s the
history of the Greeks and Italans. They were not
the only nations 1 ancient Emope ; there were other
great races, such as the Gauls, and our own forefathers,
the Germans. Why 1s 1t that ancient history tells us so
much about the Grecks and the Itahans, and so little
about these? Because, while the Greeks and Itahans
learnt to live 1n cities, and made reasonable laws and
governments, and grew rich by trade, these other
nations remained savage and ignorant. If we knew
their lustory during those times, 1t would not interest
us. We should hear of little but battles and wan-
derings; and after hundreds of years we should find
them lving in much the same rough way as at the
beginning. But wlhile the northern races were still
barbarous, the Grecks and Italians had begun to live
more ke modern nations, and had done great deeds,
whose effects last to this day. The Greeks saved
Europe from being conquered by Asiatic races, and
spread a happier and more nteresting life among the
nations round them. Not that the Greeks were
perfect, any more than other nations, ancient or
modern. They had faults in abundance, and a great
part of their history 1s the history of discord and
violence, But i the midst of these evils we shall, *
meet with mstances of the most stnking goodness ;
and while the vices of the Greeks belonged to other
anaient nations, their good points raised. them inimany
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6 THE GREEKS AND OTHER RACES. [CHAP.

respects above all the rest of mankind. No race ever
did so many different things well as the Greeks. They‘
were the first people who thought of finding out the
truth and the reason in everything. Busy men in our
own day take pleasure in what remains of the Greek
writers of poetry and history ; and artists know that
they can never make anything more beautiful than
what is left of Greck sculpture. Men will always be
interested in ancient Greece, not only because the
Greeks were so bright and so clever themselves, but
hecause 80 many things which we value most in our
own life, such as the desire for knowledge, the power
of speaking eloquently, and the arts of music and
painting, have come down to us from the Greeks.

2. Connection of Greeks with other Races.
Yet the Greeks were not, like tne Arabs or Chinese,
of a quite different race from our forefathers, the
northern nations who were then so barbarous. In
very ancient times, long before the oldest books were
wntten, there was a people living between the
Caspian Sea and the mountains to the west of India,
from whom not only the Greeks and Italians but most
other European nations, as well as the Hindoos, are
descended. The words used by all these nations
for certain things are very like one another; and
this shows that there was a time when they were
a single race, using the same words. Thus the words
for father in all these languages are merely the same
word a little changed : German, vater; Greek, warjp
(patir) ; Latin, galter, Old Hindoo, gpifa. In the
course of time, as this people grew larger, different
parts of it went off in different dmections, and
became disinct nations. They grew more and
more unlike one another, and made such changes
in the old language which they had all spoken, that,
PStead of there being one language for all, each
nation came to have one of its own. One part of the
people went to India, another part to North :
other branches spread over Italy, Greece, and
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Minor. ‘The Italians and Greeks were a single nation

Pong after the Germans and Hindoos had separated
from them ; and therefore their languages are much
more like one another than either of them is to the
language of the German or the Hindoo. Some of the
races in the west of Asia Minor seem to have bcen
originally much lke the Grecks, and i very early
times it is probable that men crossed from the coast
of Asia Minor to Greece, and founded kingdoms on
the Greek coast. Afterwards bodies of Giecks settled
on the Asiatic coast ; and therefore, though European
Greece is called G7ecce Proper, the west coast of Asva
Minor (Fust Map) was equally called Greece, foi
the people who lved there were Grecks, and weie
mixed up in all that happened in Greck history. The
Greeks did not call themselves Grecks but Hellines
("EXAyrec) : and any district 1n which Hellenes lived
was called Hellas (EX\ac), whether it was in Europe,
Asia, or Africa. We shall see how adventurous a
people the Greeks were, and how they founded colo-
nies in distant parts of the Meditenianean, and on
the shores of the Black Sea.

3. Greece not one but many States.—There
is one great difference between ancient Greece and a
modern country ike England. All England 1s under
one chief government, namely the Queen acting under
the advice of her Parliament; and the laws made in
Parliament are obeyed by the whole nation. Each
town is allowed to manage some of its own affairs,
such as lighting and paving 1its stieets, but no town
is independent of the laws and government of the
whole country. We have one army and one navy
for the whole country, and no part of England would
think of separating itself from the rest. But Greece
was not a single country hke this. It was broken
up into little districts, each with its own governmgnt..
Any little city might be a complete State in itself, aftd
independent of its neighbours. It might possess only
a few miles of land and a few hundred inhabitants,
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and yet have its own laws, its own government,
and 1its own army, though the army might not be
so large as a single English regiment. In a space
smaller than an English county there might be
several independent cities, sometimes at war, some-
times at peace with one another. Therefore when
we say that the west coast of Asia Minor was part of
Greece, we do not mean that this coast-land and Euro-
pean Greece were under one law and one government,
for both were broken up into a number of little inde-
pendent States: but we mean that the people who
lived on the west coast of Asia Minor were just as
much Greeks as the people who lived in European
Greece They spoke the same language, and had
much the same customs, and they called one another
Hellenes, in contrast to all other nations of the world,
whom they called barbarians (Bapfapor), that 1s, ¢ the
umntelhgible folk,” because they could not understand
their tongue.

4. Greece cut up by Mountains.—Greece,
from the first, was not a single State like England, but
divided into many httle ones. Homer gives a long
list of kings who brought their forces to the siege
of Troy (p. 11); and all through Greek history we
shall be reading about a number of very small States.
Why was this? Because Greece was naturally cut up
nto little pieces by mountains. In the south of Eng-
land we can get easily from any one place to any other;
and, where there are hills, they are not high or rugged
enough to prevent our having roads over them But
in Greece there are so many mountains really difficult
to cross, that the fertile spots among them, where
people stttled, are quite cut off from one another;
and i early times, before men made much use of
ships, they would hardly ever see any one outside
4hgR own valleys. We shall see what a difference this
made to Greece if we compare it with Egypt or Baby-
lon. Egypt is the rich flat land on both sides of the
Nile. You can sail up the Nile with the wind, and
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drop down it with the current, so that it was always
easy to go from one part of Egypt to another. Hence
from the ecarliest times Egypt has been a single
country, under one great king, hike the Pharaohs in
the Bible. It 1s the same with the nch flat lands
about Babylon on the nver Euphrates. There was
nothing to separate one part of that country from
another; a single king ruled over a large district, and
could raise a great army. The power and magnifi-
cence of the kings overawed the people, who had no
thought of resisting the royal power, Hence the kings
of Babylon became absolute masters over their sub
jects, hke Ncbuchadnezzar (Damel m.), and the
people were little more than slaves. In Greece the
case was the reverse of this. There is no one large
flat tiact m the whole of Greece. The mountains
divide 1t into a number of very small districts, and in
cach of these districts the king was only Like the chief
among the heads of the famihes. He had not wealth
enough to live mn a splendid palace like eastern kings,
and make the people think he was a kind of god;
nor could he raise a great army, and overrun neigh-
bouring countries, and make the people his slaves.

5. Greeks and Phcenicians —In the beginning
then we find the Greeks, broken up into hittle groups,
covering European Gi.cece and the 1slands near it
(Map, p. 10), and races very hike them upon the west
coast of Asia Mimnor. The nch men owned flocks
and herds, corn-lands and vineyards, the poor had
Iittle farms of their own, or worked as labourers for
the nch. But upon the coasta new and busier life was
begmning. There the Greek first met the Pheenician
(Canaamte) merchant from Tyre or Sidon (First Map)
(see 1 Kings 1x 27, x z2), who had begun to trade
with distant lands, while the Grecks were stll simple .
farmers. The Phwnicians had an alphabet, andwa
scale of weights and measures, long before the Greeks.
They had made many discoveries, or learnt them from
other Eastern nations. They had learnt how to make a
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purple dye for hangings and for great men’s robes from
the shell of a little sea-creature, and how to dig mines
and to work metals (2 Chronicles 1ii. 3,7 ; Esther vii.
15). When the best trees in the forests of Mount
Lebanon were cut down, and the Pheenicians had
to go in seaich of wood for therr ships, they found
abundance of oak, pine, and beech on the shores of
the Aigean Sca. They discovered that the root of
the Greek evergreen oak could be used for tanning,

Chlter AND P T AN COASTS

and us bewnes for a dye; and often in these same
forest distuicts they found copper, iron, and silver.
Hence the Pheenicians came mote and more to the
Gieek coasts, freighting their ships with goods made
at Tyre or Sidon, and exchanging them with the
Grpeks  for timber or wool, or even for men and
women, whom they sold as slaves. In time the Greeks
on the coast came to know all that the Phcenicians
knew : they took their alphabet, their weights, and
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. their measures ; and they made ships like those which

the Pheenicians used, and began to sail along the
shores. At first when they took to the sea it was
not so much for trade as for piracy. Piracy was not
thought wrong. A band of bold men would launch
their vessel and sail along the coast to attack the fiist
merchant-ship they might meet, or would land and
plunder the villages on the shore. In terror of the
pirates the inhabitants of thesc villages often left
their old homes, and established themselves at some
distance from the shore.

6. Homeric Poems.—Two long poems have
come down to us from the very eauly times of Grecce,
which the Greeks believed to have been written by a
single poet named Homer. One of these, called the
Zliad, tells us of the deeds of the heroes at the siege
of Tioy, or Jlwn. Paris, son of Priam, king of Ihon,
according to the stones, carried off Heclen, the wife
of Menelius, king of Spaita, and n order to recover
her the Greeks united to besiege Troy, and took it
after ten years’ siege. The greatest hero among the
Greeks in the J/zad 1s Achilles ; among the Trojans,
Hector. The other poem, called the Odysscy, is
about the wanderings and adventures of Odysseus
(Ulysses), king of Ithdca, the wisest of all the Greeks,
on his return home after Troy was taken. The Iliad
gives us a picture of warfare, the Odyssey shows us
the quiet hfe of the family of Odysseus at home, and
also tells about wonderful places and people, such as
the early Greek sailors may have brought home stories
about, and such as we now read of in fairy tales.
Though the Homernc poems do not relate” things
that really happened, they give us some idea of the
way in which the Greeks must have been living when
these poems were composed. Each district was
governed by a king (BaciAev¢), who was also pisest?
and offered up the public prayers and sacrifices.
f{ the side of the king there were a number of chiefs,

50 called faciheic, whom the king assembled in
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council (Bou), to ask their advice upon anything
that he intended to do. Each chief had the nght to
say what he thought ; and though the king was not
bound to go by their advice, we can sce how the
council of the chiefs would in fact diminish the kmi’s
power. When the king had made up his mind, he
assembled the common people in the market-place
(éyopd), and made known to them what he was going
to do. The chiefs might speak to the people when
they were thus assambled, but no one among the
common people was allowed to speak, nor did it
signify what the pcople thought. In the Homerc
poems we hear very little about the common people :
1t was the chiefs, and not the people, who kept the
king from being an absolute ruler. When one of
the common people, Thersites, says what he thinks,
Odysseus beats him severely, and the people side
with Odysseus. Like the early ages of all countres,
the Homeric age was a time of war and violence,
Plundering eapeditions both by land and by sea
were common ¢ 1f people could not protect them-
sclves they were hable to have their property carred
off, and to be made mto slaves themselves. War was
carried on very cruclly, and some of the actions of
Achilles described m the Ihad ate what we should
consider very savage. Decceit was not thought wrong,
but was rather admired 1f cleverly carned out. On
the other hand there are many fine and beauti-
ful quahties in the Homenc age. The members of
a famly love afid respect one another. Great
reverence is shown to paients. The wife 1s treated
with morc honour by her husband than she was in
most other countnes, or than she was in Greece
itself in later times There are deep and faithful
{riendshups, and somectimes there is true affection
evefl between the master and his slave.

7. Early Kingdoms—Crete, Troy.—We know
very little about the events of these early times, Real
history does not go so far back; and we have only
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stories about them which tell us very lttle truth
One of the great kings mn the stories 1s Minos, king
of Crete (map, p. 10). Minos, the Greeks beheved,
was a just and powerful king, who ruled over all the
Greek seas and islands, and put an end to the pirates,
establishing peace and safety. They believed that after
his death he was made a judge over the souls of the
dead, because he had ruled so strongly and so justly
Now it is certan that no king i those early times
really had such wide power as Minos is said to have
had : but it 1s perhaps tiue that in Crete a seafaring life
began earlier than elsewhere in Greece, and that the
Cretan kings did something towards checking piracy.

On the coast of Asia Minor one of the earhest king-
doms was the Troas, or land of Troy, at the south end
of the Hellespont, the southcrnmost of the two straits
that lead from the Black Sea to the Meditcrrancan. Its
castle and town stood a few miles inland at the point
- where the Inlls begin to nise. The tales about the siege
of Troy are perhaps only beautiful stories ; but there
is no doubt that in the carliest times there was a town
there. We must not think of these early towns as large
places Iike our modern towns They were lttle more
than villages with walls 10und them.

8. Kings in Peloponnésus.—Many stoiies are
told about the great families who reigned in Thebes
and in Peloponnésus (map, p. 19), and of their wars
and misfortunes. The greatest of all the kings in
these stories 1s Agamemnon, king of Mykénz, whom
Homer describes as commanding all the Greeks at
the siege of Troy. Now we may be quite sure that in
those early times the Greeks never acted all together
in the way that Homer describes: still, whatever
may be the truth about Agamemnon, there certainly
were powerful kings at Mykenz and other places in the,
district of ArgGhs, for the walls of their castles remxuu
to this day. These walls are not built in the way in
which the later Greeks built their walls, but are made
of enormous blocks of stone, so huge that the Greeks
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thought that the builders must have been giants, and
called such buildings Cyclopean, that is, the work of a
Cyclops, or giant. At Tiryns in Argolis there are Cyclo-
pean walls twenty-five feet thick, with a passage inside
them : and at Mykenz there are walls more carefully
built, with two great lions carved in stone over the gate-
way. Not far from these there is a large underground
building, the side of which was once covered with
plates of bronze. This was the treasure-house and
scpulchre of the kings

9. Dorians enter Peloponnesus. Colonies
in Asia.—Though the kings in Argols built such
strong castles, theirr kingdoms were overthrown. A
hardy warlike tnbe called Dorians left theirr homes in
North Greece, and moved southward, in search of a
fertile country. They came into Peloponnesus, and
proved themselves stronger than the tribes who were
then hving there, who were called Acheans and
Jonians. Many ot the Jomans would not submit to
be ruled by Dorians : they jomned with other Ionians
who were living in Attica, the country about Athens
(map, p. 19), and sailed away to Asia Minor, where
they settled on the central part of the coast, and on
the islands opposite to 1t, and founded Milétus and
Ephé&sus (Acts xix. 1; xx. 15), and other cities called
the Jonic Colores. Athens claimed to be the mother-
city of the Ionic colomes, though many of them did
not start from Attica. Many Achzans also sailed
away from Peloponnesus, and made themselves homes
in the 1sland of Lesbos, and on the north part of the
western coast of Asia Minor. The caties mn this dis-
trict were however not called the Ackzan but the
Eolic Colonies. Many of the Dorians too, when
they heard of the fine climate and fertile lands across
dhe, sea, took ship themselves, and settled in Crete,
arff on the south part of the west coast of Asia Minor.
The cities they founded were called the Dorian Colo-
nies, and the most famous of them was Rhodes. Thus
the coming of the Dorians into Peloponnesus put an

4
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. end to the power of the Achzan kings whom Homer de-
scribes, and led to the foundation of a number of great
cities 1n Asia Minor. But we must not suppose that
either the conquest or the emigration took place all at
once: perhaps both were going on for hundreds of years.

10. Dorians in Peloponnesus.—The Dorians
were not numerous enough to scatter themselves over
the whole of Peloponnesus. On the north coast, on
the shore of the Gulf of Corinth, they allowed the
Achzans to remain in peace. This district was there.
fore called Achaxa, and it contained twelve cities.
Nor did the Dotians conquer the mountainous country
of Arkadia 1n the mddle of Peloponnesus. Arkadia
remained as it was, and went through fewer changes
than any other district in Greece, so that Arcadian
came to mean rusitc or old-fashwoned. On the west
coast, the Jand of Elis was taken by the Ailtohans,
another tribe from the north of Greece. In the rest of
Peloponnesus the Dorians made themselves masters :
and 1t is after their invasion that the old poetic stories
end and real history begins.

11. Armies and Assemblies. — The Greek
States being very small, the citizens in each did not
keep a distinct class of men for fghting, hke our
army ; but every citizen of a certain age had to serve
as a soldier when there was war. Another consequence
of the smallness of the Greek States was, that 1n each
of them the whole body of citizens who were allowed
to have any share in the government was able to
assemble 1n one place In a large modern State
hke England, 1t 15 impossible for all the citizens to
meet at a single spot, and therefore the towns and
counties chdose men to represent them in Parhament.
This is called Representative Government, and it
makes it possiLle for a large country to be free and
well governed. The opposite of Representative
Government 1s where the citizens all actually meet
together, asin the Greek States ; but this 18 only pos-
sible where the State 1s very small
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12. Greek Gods and Heroes.—The Greeks,
behieved 1n a number of gods, and n each place
certain gods were worshipped more than the rest.
They thought that each god cared for some par-
ticular places or matters, and did not trouble himself
about others. Thus the goddess Athéné was believed
to protect Athens, and greater honours were paid to
her there than to any other deity. Some of the gods
were originally things 1n nature : for instance, Apollo
was ongmally the sun; but the Greeks made divine
persons out of them, and stories were told of the
deeds they had done. Except that they hved for
ever, and had great power, the Greek gods were
very like human beings ; and they were represented
by statues 1n the form of men and women, but more
graud and beautiful. The Giecks never worshipped
anumals, ike the Egyptians, nor made their gods in
frightful shapes, hke the Hindoos. The king of the
gods was Zeus. The Herves were not gods, but a
race stronger than men, who hived long ago, and did
wonderful things that men cannot donow. The tales
told about the gods and herocs arecalled myths (puoor).
Every village had some myths of its own, and when
men tried to put them all together they made long
books, and the whole collection of myths 1s called AZy-
thology. The Greeks not only behieved the myths to
be real facts, but there was hardly anything they would
not account for by some story about the gods or
heroes. Each city had myths which eaplained how
its customs had begun For instance, if a Spartan
were asked why there were always two kings at
Sparta (p. 22) he would say, “ Because Arstodémus,
the hero who first led the Spartans into the country,
had twin sons.”

o The gods were worshipped by prayer and sacri-
fices, but worship was not then, as it 1s now, some-
thing in which everybody could join. In each place
there were originally groups of families which had
certan worships of therr own, and whoever did not



1] THE EARLIEST UNIONS RELIGIOUS. 17

belong to these families had not a share in the same
worship.

13. The Earliest Unions religious.—We come
now to the first kind of union that existed between
Greek States. Long before there were any alliances or
treaties of peace, tribes that lived near one another
would unite to worship a certain god at a particular
spot, and would agree to treat his sanctuary, or the
ground set apart for his worship, as holy ground, even
when at war with one another, and to join in defending
it from all harm. Solemn festivals would be held at
1egular times, in which all the tribes concerned might
take part ; and deputies from these tribes would mcet
to see that the temple and its lands were properly
looked after, and suffering no harm. Gradually, from
acting 1n agreement 1n what concerned the temple, a
set of tribes would make agrecements about other mat-
ters, for instance not to do certain cruel things when
at war with one another - and at last they might make a
treaty of perpetual peace, and undertake to defend one
another against all enemies. They would bind them-
selves to this treaty by taking an oath before the god
whom they all worshipped. This is how the earhest
umons of States arose. In such a union there was
generally one State stronger than the rest; this State
was said to have the Aegemony, that is, the leadersiup
(iryepovia) of the league. Therefore as the earliest
leagues had arisen out of religious umons, and were
founded upon the oath taken before the god, the later
Greeks, whenever they made a league, estabhished
a common worship or festival, in which all the mem-
bers of the league joined (p. 75).

14. Delphic Amphictyony. — One great re-
ligious union existed 1 the north of Greece in
early times. Twelve tribes united to worship Apollo
at Delphi (map, p. 19), and to protect his temple
there; and deputies from all of them met twice
a year to settle matters that had to do with the
temple. This union, which was called the Delphic

.
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Amphictyony, did not grow into an actual league, and
the tribes continued to make war on one another;
but they took an oath not to do two things when
at war, namely, not to destroy one another’s towns,
and not to cut off running water from a town when
besieged. The meeting of the deputies was called
the Amphictyonic Council, that is, the Council of the
neighbours (ippuriovec).

15. Delphic Oracle.—The temple at Delphi,
from being the common sanctuary of these twelve
tribes, and one of the mecting-places of the Amphic-
tyonic Council, became the most important temple
in Greece. Oracles were given there, that is, pre-
tended answeis of the god Apollo to those who came
to consult him. The managers of the temple were
very skilful men; they found out what was going on
in distant places, and often gave very good advice
in the oracles. The fame of the temple was carried
over all Grecce, and into foreign lands. In early
times the priests seem to have done good to Greece
by spreading 1deas of justice and goodness in the
name of the god, and by making the scattered Greek
States fecl that they were one nation, and that there
was one divine law which they must all obey. As,
however, the priests gave oracles upon the struggles
between States, and on questions of war and govern-
ment, powerful men who wished for the support of the
oracle began to bribe the priests to take their side.
Thus the oracle lost credit: and in the Persian wars,
of which we shall presently read, it damaged itself
still more by disheartening the Greeks instead of en-
couraging them to make a bold resistance.

CHAPTER 1L
PELOPONNNESUS DOWN TO BC. 50 —COLONIES,
1. Dorians and old Population.—The con-
quest of Peloponnesus must have been made little by
little, for there werc many strong places, and the
Dorians were very few in number compared with the
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people in the land. The Dorians divided themselves
into bands; and each band became a little independ-
ent State. They did not destroy the inhabitants of
the districts where they settled, but tieated them as
an inferior people, and allowed them no share in the

SOUTHEKN GhERCK, .

government. In Sparta the ancient inhabitants never
gained power again, but in most of their settlements ®
the Dorians were not able to keep everything in their
own hands for very long. We shall see in this chapter
how the Dorians and the conquered people dealt with
one another in the different States.
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2. Sparta.—One Dorian band took possession of
the town of Lacedzmon, or Sparta, with its corn fields
(omapry, sparte, sown land, from oweipw), at the foot
of Mount Taygétus, on the banks of the river Eurdtas,
twenty miles from its mouth. They were like a little
army in an enemy's country. All around them was
the old Achzan population. If they wanted more
land, they could only gain it by fighting. Little by
little they pushed their border forward. They attacked
and conquered their neighbours, both Dorian and
Achzan, one after another, until they had won the
country on both sides of the Eurotas as far as the sea.
‘T'he best of the land they took to themselves ; the rest
they left to its old owners

. Periceki and Helots.—The conquered popu-
lation was divided 1nto two classes—Perizzk: (weplowor,
dwellers-around), the old mhabitants, who were allowed
to keep therr farms, and Helots (éikwrec, perhaps
from #\w, fake prisoner), serfs employed to till the
lands of the Spartans. The Pericek: had to serve as
soldiers with the Spartans, without being allowed any
voice in the government; they were dealt with as
inferiors, so that marrnage was forbidden between
Spartans and Perniceki; but they kept their property
and were not 1ll treated.  The lot of the Helots was
far worse. A certain number of Helot families had
to live on each of the farms which the Spartans had
seized , they were not allowed to go away, or to
choose theirr own occupations, but had to cultivate
the land and to take a fixed quantity of corn and
wine and o1l every year to Sparta to the owner ot
the farm. What the farm produced above this they
were allowed to keep. They were not, however,
quite like oidinary slaves, for they might not be
sold or removed from the land. Now this was the
condition of a great part of the English nation in
carly times, and of a great part of the Russians till
very lately; but the Helots were not content in
their oppression, like a people who had never been
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anything but serfs ; they knew that they had been a
free people until the coming of the Spartans, and that
they were as good Greeks as their masters. They boie
such hatred to the Spartans that it was said a Helot
would gladly eat a Spartan raw. The Spartans weie
in constant fear of a revolt of the Helots ; and a band
of young Spartans was employed to keep a watch
upon them, and secretly murder those who seemcd
bravest and most dangerous.

4. Spartans a body of Soldiers. — The
Dorians, when they conquercd Peloponnesus, lived
like a band of soldiers; and though in most of thcir
settlements they took to more peaceable ways and to
city life, i Sparta they were so placed that they had
to keep to their soldierly habits, and make them evin
more severe.  While i other parts of Peloponncsus
men took to peaceful occupations, the Spartans were
n constant warfare. They hved like an army on duty.
‘They could only conquer their neighbours, and be
safe agamst the Helots, by being always ready to
fight. In the States upon the coast the old -
habitants gained riches by tiading, and after a time
the rule of the Dorians was broken down: but at
Sparta, far inland, there was no commerce, and the
Spartans were resolved to remain absolute mastets of
the other inhabitants of the country, though they were
not a tenth part of their number. Therefore they
thought only of making themselves as strong a body
of soldiers as possible.  Theiwr town was not a place
of business like other Greck towns: to the last 1t
remained like a large wvillage, without fine buildings;
and 1t was too securely placed to nccd a wall. The
laws and customs of Sparta, which were said to have
been made by Lykurgus, turned the whole life of the
Spartans into a preparation for war. No child was
allowed to be reared who was not strong and healthy’
in body. At the age of seven, boys were taken from
their famxhes and trained by state-officers. They had
to practise gymnastics and the use of arms, and to go
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through every exercise that a soldier would go through
in actual warfare. They learnt to bear all sorts of
hardships without complaining ; they were kept short
of food in order to encourage them to hunt on the
mountains ; and sometimes they were flogged almost
to death before the altars of the gods. Learning and
knowledge did not exist in those days ; and when they
began the Spartans did not care for them. But the
boys were not brought up as mere savages ; they were
taught a simple warlike kind of music and poetry.
Thus during their boyhood the Spartans were trained
like soldiers, and when they grew up to be men
their life was just as hard  Instead of living at home
with their wives, they had to drill every day, and to
dine together at the public mess, and to sleep in
barracks. Fifteen men dined at each table; the
dinner was very coarse and poor, the chief dish being
black barley-broth. Even the women were made to
practise gymnastics. The women had much of the
high spint of the men, and were treated with more
respect than in any other Greek State. They loved
brave men and hated cowards; and a Spartan mother
would rather hear that her son was dead than that he
had run away from battle. No Spartan was allowed to
trade ; and, as their farms were cultivated by Helots,
they had nothing to do with agriculture, and could
give their whole lives up to military exercises. In
order to prevent trade with foreigners, the Spartans
had iron money, which was of no use in other States.
5. Government—Kings, Senate, Ephors.—
Almost everywhere else in Greece government by
kings came to an end, and the nobles ruled; but
at Sparta, which dishiked all change, kings continued.
There were always two Spartan kings together, and
this prevented their being too powerful. The council
gf chiefs which we read of in Homer was preserved in
parta as a Senate of twenty-eight old men, all past
sixty, called Gerusia (from yépwr, old man): and, just
as in Homer the common people meet in the market-



a1} ARGOS, 23

place to hear what the king will say, so at Sparta the
whole assembly of citizens had to meet in order to pass
a law. But the magistrates alone might speak; the
citizens had only to vote yes or no, and had really
very little to do with the management of the State.
So far the forms of government at Sparta were hke
what we see in Homer, except that there were two
kings. But in the course of time new magistrates
arose, called Zphors (idopor, overscers), who soon
made themselves the real governors of the State.
The Ephors were elected by the assembly, and con-
trolled all Spartans, and even the kings. They trans-
acted business with other States, and proposed all laws,
They had not to account to anyone for what they had
done, and therefore there was a greater secrecy in the
government of Sparta than anywhere else in Greece.
6. Argos.—Sparta was not at first the strongest
of the Dorian States. In the old Achwan times the
greatest king had been the king of Mykenee in the
north-east of Peloponnesus;and now, though Mykenz
declined, the neighbouring town of Argos was at first
the strongest Doran state in Peloponnesus. There
were many other Dorian settlements in the north-east,
such as Corinth and Sikyon ; these were all in alliance
with Argos, and united 1n worshipping Apollo, as the
god of the league. They sent offerings every year to
a temple of Apollo, which stood at Argos; and ac-
knowledged Argos to be the head of the league (p. 17).
Argos had also a large ternitory of its own, extending
far southwards along the east coast. When, therefore,
the Spartans went on conquering eastwards, they came
mto confhict with the Argives, and from that time
Sparta and Argos were nvals and enemies. The
Argives were driven out of their southern territory,
and then out of the border district called Kynuria, so
that Sparta had now all the country between Mount’
Taygetus and the eastern sea. This is the country
called Lawnia (Aekwvici). At the same time the
authority of Argos over its allies declined, and Sparta
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began to rank instead of Argos as the first State in
the Peloponnesus.

7. Olympian Festival.—In the west of Pelopon-
nesus there was an ancient sanctuary of Zeus at
Olympia, on the river Alphéus. Eighteen towns united
to offer sacrifice there, and a great festival was held
once 1 four years. The towns of Elis and Pisa dis-
puted for the management of the festival : Sparta took
the part of Elis, and gave Elis the management. Now
this was something more than a common alliance
between two States; for the Spartans wished to
make the Olympian festival a great religious gathering
for the whole of Greece, in order that Sparta, as the
protector of the festival, might be acknowledged the
leading State in Greece. Everything was done to
make the festival as attractive as possible. Races and
athletic sports were established, at which all Gieeks
might compete; and heralds were sent all over
Grecce announcing when the festival was to be held,
and inviing all Greeks to contend mn the games
(dyavec). At first there was only a foot-race : boxing
and wrestling matches and other trials of strength were
afterwards added, as well as horse-races and chariot-
races. After a time the roads through other States
that led towards Olympia were protected for some
days before and after the festival, in order that
people might go and return in safety; and at last
the whole month of the festival was observed as a
time of peace all over Gieece. Thus the Olympian
games, and the rules connected with them, helped to
make the Greeks feel that they were a smfrle nation,
although they were so many mdependent States. It
became the custom for every State to send deputies
to represent 1t at the games, and to present its offering
«to the god; and each State was anxious that its deputies
should make a more magnificent show than those of
the others. Thousands of Greeks came as spectators;
the plain of Olympia during the games was lke a
great camp. The winners were the happiest men in
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Greece. Though their only prize was a crown of
wild olive, it was the greatest distinction that a Greek
could gain. The most powerful princes sought to
make a figure at the games, and every State took pride
1 the victory of one of its citizens. There were three
other festivals in Greece of the same kind, but the
Olympian was the greatest.

8. Sparta conquers Messenia.—Immediately
west of the Spartans were the Messenians, a hardy
Doric race like themselves. Two long and desperate
wars were waged before Messenia was subdued (B.c.
750—650). Aigos, Arkadia and Sikyon, fearing that
Sparta mcant to conquer them all 1n turn, sent help to
Messema ; Corinth and Els assisted Sparta. Thus
nearly the whole of Peloponnesus fought on one side
or theother. The spint of the Spartans was failing,
when an Athenian poet named Tyiteeus came among
them and stirred their hearts with his songs. War-
Iike songs and dances were part of the traming of the
Spartans , they did not read their new poems quictly
n a book, as we do, but sang them in troops before
the tent of the king, and on the maich to battle.
The Spartans persevercd ; the brave resistance of the
Messenians was of no avail, and they became a con-
quered people. The best of their land was taken by
the Spartans ; on the rest they had to live not as
Pericek: but as Helots. Vet 1n their oppression the
Messemans never ceased to feel that they were a
distinct nation. Three hundred years later a Theban
gereral, Epaminondas, who had oveithrown the power
of Sparla, proclaimed to the Messenians that they were
agam a free people. A city was built, and Messema
again ranked among the Grecian States (B.c. 369).
Tut for these three hundred years Messema had no
share 1n all that was done by Greece.

9. Tegéa.—Having conquered Messenia, Sparta’
now possessed the southern part of Peloponnesus
from sea to sea. It next attacked the States on the
southern border of Arkadia. But here the Spartans
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found a country and a race that they could not
subdue. The citizens of Teg&a destroyed and cap-
tured their armies, and made the Spartan prisoners
labour as slaves in the fields in the chains which they
had brought for the Tegeans. All hope of conquer-
ing Arkadia was given up: Sparta gladly accepted
the Tegeans as her allies (about B.c. 560), and the
Tegeans were willing to acknowledge Sparta as the
head of Peloponnesus, and to follow her as their
leader. At the sources of the river Alpheus a pillar
was set up with the words of the treaty cut upon it.
Tegea remained true to Sparta ; and its soldiers, who
had made the Spartans feel their courage, were allowed
to serve on the left wing, a place of honour, in the
army of Sparta and her allics,

1o. North-east Peloponnesus. Oligarchies.
—Let us now turn to the States in the north-east
comer of Peloponnesus, namely Sikyon, Corinth, and
Mé&gira. In all of these, as at Sparta, there was a
body of Dorans living in the midst of the old popu-
lation ; but they had abolished kingly rule, and the
government belonged to the noble families. The
name the Greeks gave to this kind of government
was Oligarchy or Government by the Fewo (6Aiyor, dpxi)).
In almost every State of Greece except Sparta the
power of the kings grew less and less, and the
noble families took more of the management of affairs
into their own hands, till at last they put an end to
kingly government altogether. These families, or
dlans, were supposed to be the descendants of the
heroes : they were separated, like a sacred race, from
the mass of the people; they had worships of their
own in which the commons had no share (p. 16);
and they alone knew the laws, which were not
written, but handed down, as a kind of sacred know-
‘ledge, by word of mouth. They did not feel them-
selves fellow-citizens of one State with the common

eople, but considered that they made up the State
{:y themselves, and did not acknowledge that any
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one outside their body had any rights atall. As a
rule they owned gocd estates, while the common people
either worked upon little farms of their own, or made
their living as labourers, or by trade. Sometimes the
nobles lived in a distinct district by themselves.

11. Sikyon.—This was the case at Sikyon; the
Dorian nobles lived on the slope of the hills, while
the common people lived in the plain, along the
banks of the river Aspus, and on the sea-shore at
its mouth. The nobles called them .Fgialans, or
men of the shore, and did not at first allow them to
serve as soldiersor to act as citizens in any way. But
after a time, being in great need of soldiers, they
made the Agialeans serve, arming them with clubs,
while they themselves had swords and lances. But
while the Doran nobles were living on the produce of
therr lands, the ZAgialeans were growing rich by trade
and industry ; and about the year mc. 676, a rich
Aigialean, named Orthagdras, put himself at the head
of the common people, and overthrew the government
of thc nobles. Orthagoras made himself master of
the whole State, and governed it like a king, handing
ovelr his power to his son afterlnm The descendants
of Orthagoras, called the Orthagorida, were rulers of
Sikyon for a hundred years. They took the part of
the common people, and abolished all the privileges
of the Dorians. Thus the power of the Doran
nobles in Sikyon came to an end, and Sikyon was no
longer an Oligarchy, but governed by a single man.

12. Meaning of Tyrannus.—Sovereigns like
Orthagoras and his descendants were not, however,
called %ings (Bao\eic), but fyrants (ripavvor). The
Greek word ripavroc does not mean a ruler who
governs Zyranmcally in our sense, but @ ruler whose
dower is above the laws and contrary o the laws.
Thus Pheidon, a king of Argos, is said to have
made himself riparvoc—that is, he made himself an
absolute king, when by the law and custom of Argos
the king's power was limited. A king of Persia,
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however tyrannically he might govern, would not be
called rdparvoc—for the law and custom of Persia
was that the king’s power should be almost absolute,
that is, that he might do almost anything he chose.
On the other hand the Orthagoridee were all ripavvor,
however wisely and mildly they might govern, because
their power was not 1 accordance with the law of
Sikyon. Therefore, when we use the word #yrant for
Tipavves, we must remember that we are not using 1t
in the ordinay English sense.

13. First Sacred War.—One of the Zyrants of
Sikyon, named Kleisthénés, was anxious to gain the
favour of the Oracle of Delphi, and joned with Athens
and some other States i a war on 1ts behalf. The
men of Krisa, which hes between Delphi and the
sea, tried to make everyone pay a tax who passed
through their town on hisway to Delphr.  Kleisthenes
and the allies thercfore made war on Knsa and de-
stroyed 1t, and declared the land of the Knsxans
sacred to the god, so that no one might ever again
build upon it. This war is called the Zurst Sacred War,
and it lasted ten ycars, from B C. 595 to B.C. 585.

14. Corinth.—At Counth goveinments followed
in the samec order as at Sikyon,—Kings, Olgarchy,
Tyrants. When the kings ended, the State was
governed by two hundred noble families called the
Bacchiide. Connth from 1its position on the 1sthmus
was the greatest trading-town in Greece. The roads
from all parts of Gicece met there, and the Corin-
thians made a tramway across the isthmus, over
which ships, which were httle more than boats in
those days, were carried from one sca to the other,
in order to save the dangerous voyage round Cape
Maléa. Thus trade of all kinds came to Corinth.
Ships were built there to suit the tramway, and sold
to strangers, so that Corinth became the great ship-
building town of Greece. The first artificial harbour.
in Greece was formed at Lechreum, the north part
of Corinth; docks were made round it, and the
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Corinthians made one improvement after another in
their ships, till at last they invented the Z#ireme
(rpets, éperpor), a vessel with three sets of oars one
above the other, which became the regular Greek
ship of war. Everything tended to make the Corin-
thians a seafaring people; and when troubles arose
under the government of the Bacchiade, young nobles
who were dangerous and discontented at home were
encouraged to lead out colonies beyond the sea, where
they would be able to take the lead. The greatest of
these colonies were Kerkyra, now Coifu, off the coast
of Epirus, and Syriicuse mn Sicily. (Map, p. 34.)

15. Kypsélus overthrows the Bacchiadee.—
But though the Bacchiadae wiscly encouraged the trade
of Cornth, and got rid of dangerous men by means of
colonies, they could not preserve their power. They
had become few in number; they were hated by the
people; and there were other Donan familes as
noble as the Bacchiadae, whom they kept out from any
share in the government One of these nobles mar-
ried a daughter of a Bacchiad, whom no Bacchad
would marry because she was lame. Their son, Kyp-
stlus, had to take the rank not of his mother but of
his father. Despised by the Bacchiada, Kypselus
ganed the favour of the people, and made himself
master of the city. The oligarchy was destroyed ; Kyp-
selus reigned as Zyrant for thirty years (B.c. 655—625)
and left the government to his son Perander.

16. Periander.—Periander, now forty years old,
had studied the ways of the despotic kings of Asia,
and was thought to have gained such skill and craft in
ruling as no Greek had ever yet possessed. He was
one of the “Seren Wise Men,” and many clever Greek
saymgs about rulers and their subjects were quoted as
his. Periander intended to be a king in ajpearance
as well as m reality. His father Kypselus had hved
like one of the citizens among the people: Peri-
ander on the contrary built a palace on the top of
the great citadel of Conuth, and surrounded hnascli
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with soldiers and with a court like an eastern
monarch. He would allow no one to be powerful
in the State but himself. If any Corinthian had great
wealth, Periander made him give up a part of it;
and out of the money he thus took he made splendid
gifts to the gods. Periander loved pocts and artists ;
poets hived at his court, and his offerings to the gods
were noble works of art. He founded Colonies, and
extended the power of Corinth far along the coast
between Kerkyra and the mouth of the Corinthian
Gulf. The trade of Corinth was so great that no
taxes were needed beyond the harbour-dues. But in
all his splendour Penander lived in dread of the spirit
of lberty. The common people and traders, who
had always been in subjection to kings or oligarchies,
had no dishke to a despot: it was in the fanilies
which had ntherto ruled that the spirit of hberty was
strong. Therefore Periander forbade all meetings in
which men of lugh Dbirth might stir up one another
with the thought of freedom. He abolished the public
dinners which had come down from old Dorian times,
and the mecting of youths n the gymnasia; and he
tricd to make the citizens distrust one another, and
live wholly with their wives and children. He wished
that the people over whom he ruled should be his
submissive servants, hke the nations of the east
(p. 9), not knowing that uncontrolled power turns
a man nto a savage, and that the despot becomes
the most passionate and miserable of mankind. He
grew cruel and suspicious. In a fit of anger he
killed his wife, Melissa, whom he loved ; then, seized
with remorse, he made all the women in Corinth
burn therr robes in one great pile, as an offering
to the dead. His two sons, who did not know
Jhow their mother had died, were staying with their
grandfather, the father of Melissa. When the time
came to depart, the old man took them aside and
asked them if they knew the murderer of their mother.
The elder was dull, and thought no moie of it;
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but the younger, Lykdphron, sought what it meant,
and found that it was his father. When they re-
turned to Corinth, Lykophron would not speak to
his father, nor salute him. Periander drove him
angrily from the palace; and when he found out
what was in Lykophron’s mind, he forbade the citizens
to take him into their houses, or to speak to him, or
give im food. For days Lykophron wandered silent
and starving through the public places. then, when
Periander thought his spirit must be broken, he
approached him, and bade him come back to the
palace. But Lykophron only answered scornfully
that Periander had broken his own law by speaking
to him. His father now sent him away to Kerkyra,
and there he remained, as if forgotten, for many years.
But when old age came upon Periander, and he knew
that his eldest son was not fit to succeed him, he sent
his daughter to Kerkyra, to persuade Lykophron to
come home as his heir. Lykophron told his sister
that he would never come to Corinth as long as his
father lived. Then Periander, in despair, offered to
retire to Kerkyra 1f Lykophron would reign at Cornnth.
But when the Kerkyrzans heard of this, they feared
the coming of the old tyrant, and seized and killed
Lykophron. Thus Periander’s last hopes were de-
stroyed. He took fierce vengeance on the Kerkyrzans,
and then died himself, having reigned forty years
(8.c. 625—585).

17. Mé&gidra.—In M¢&gira, about B.C. 620, Thea-
géné&s made himself tyrant, and abolished the distinction
between the Dorians and the rest of the population.
He was, however, driven out, and violent conflicts
followed between the nobles and the commons.

18. The good and evil of the Tyrants.—Ina
great number of other States tyrants arose about the
same time. They began in the Ionic cities in Asia
Minor, where men were acquainted with the absolute
governments of eastern countries; and the reason
why tyrants arose in so many different places, was,
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that in all these places alike the noble families pos-
sessed all the rights in the State, and the common
people possessed none. The tyrants gained their
power by taking up the cause of the commons ; and
they did good in so far as they broke down that
narrow system under which the few noble families
made up the whole State by themselves, and the
common people were treated as something outside
the State. Till now the great religious ceremonies
had belonged only to the noble famulies; the com-
mons could take no share in them, and felt that they
were not like a part of the State. The tyrants, on
the other hand, made new and splendid festivals for
the whole people, and, though the old families
preserved and took great pride 1n their own special
rites, the new worships helped to make the nobles and
the commons feel that they were fellow-citizens of the
same State. Thus when the tyrants came to an end,
and the aitizens took things nto their own hands, the
distinction between the noble fimilies and the com-
mons had become somewhat less, and they had a
better idea of the State as something that mncluded
them all. The tyrants also did good to Greece by
their encouragement of poctry and art. At their
festivals a multitude of men heard new kinds of
poetry and music, winch could not spread themselves
as poetry and music do now by means of printing.
At the court of a great prince hke Periander the
cleverest men of all kinds were collected from all
parts of Greece, so that whatever was best and newest
everywhere became known to all, and all could profit
by it. In general the first of each line of tyrants was
a good ruler, and his successors far inferior to him.
The man who raised himself to power, like Kypselus
or Orthagoras, was able to do so because some one
was needed to stand up for the people and break
cdown the pnivileges of the nobles. He gamned his
power by domng a great work in the State, and the
people put confidence in him.  But his successors did
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not come to the throne by anything they had done
themselves. They werc born princes, and often their
only desire was to increase their own power. The
nobles hated and plotted against them. Then, feel
ng their danger, and corrupted by power, the tyrants
often became mere cruel oppressors, and tried to crush
ont all spmit and manliness. The common people
id not as yet mind being ruled by a despot, for they
had never had any share of the government under
the oligarclucs, and therefore had not yet come, as
they afterwards did in many cities, to value hibeity
and hate slavery.

19. Sparta and the Tyrants.— The action of the
Peloponnesian tyrants was hateful to Spata.  They
had broken down the 1ule of the Donans in ther
States, and raised the ancient population  Sparta
feared that the same thing nught be attempted m her
own domimions ; and thetefore she put down tyrants,
both 1 Pcloponnesus and clsewhere, when a chance
offeted.  Among others the nephew of Penander was
dnven out by Sparta  Spaiti was now acknowledged
as the leading State m Greece, most of the Pelopon-
restan cities were her alhies, and sent tioops when
summoned, the Spartan kings acting as commande1s
of the united aimy.

20, Colonies.—During the period of the oli-
garchies and the tyranmes, owing to the discontent
and poveity at home, 'ndies of men emigiated fiom
many of the Gieek aies, ard founded new cities,
called Colonies (@molmar), m different parts of the
Mediterranean Sea, and on the coast of the Black
Sea. These colonmes weie often placed at spets where
a trade had already begun with the natives, and
wcre always on the coact, or but a short distance -
land. Tiom the Legmnming the colonmes had greater
freedom than the cttics at home, and as they often
h.d a more 1ctule tenitory o a better tiade than was
tu be had 11 Gicece many of them became far 1icher
and more powerful than the cities by which they had
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been founded. A colony was not subject to its
mother-city, but paid it certain honours and kept up
a friendly feeling, especially through the worship of
the same gods. The colonies spread over the coast of
South-West Italy and Sicily ; and as the Greeks came
to trade more and more in the east part of the Medi-
terranean, they drove out the Pheemician traders, who
had at first had all the trade to themsclves (p. 10)
The Pheenicians could not resist the Greeks in these
waters, but they resolved to keep the tiade of the west
part of the Mediterranean 1n their own hands, and not
to let the Greeks take that also from them. There
fore the Phoenicians founded the warhike colony of
Karthage on the Afiican coast; and the Karthaginians,
in alhance with the Etruscans of Italy, prevented the
Greeks from settling in the west corner of Sicily or 1n
Corsica, and from making any mnpoitant settlements
on the coast of Spain. If the spread of the Gieck
colonies had not thus been checked by the rise of
Karthage, nearly the whole coast of the Mediterrancan
nught have become Greck. As it was, the coast of
Sicly, except in the west coiner, became hke a Greek
country, the greatest of the colonies being Syracuse
(p 29) and Agrigentum There was frequent wai
b.tween the Sicihan Grecks and the Koathagimans.
The coast of the south-westein pait of Italy wa,
cailed Magna Gracia, from the number and mmpon-
ance of the Greek colonies there  They wa
scattered along this coast at mteivals from Kumw
to Tarentum, and throve by agucultuie, trade, o1
fisheries. North of Kumg, and on the east coast
of Italy, there were ro settlements. On the south
coast of Gaul (Francc), Massilia (Marseilles) wa,
a Gieek colony, with otheis of less importance: on
the African coast opposite Gieece, Kyrené, and m
Egypt, Naukritis. Along the south coast of the
Black Sea there was a line of colonies founded by
Miletus, and on its west coast they stretched as
far rorth as the Crimea, among savage neighbours,

»
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and in a country where the winters are exceedingly
cold. The prosperity of the Black Sea colonies
depended on the corn trade, which is still the great
trade of that district.

In most places where the Greeks settled, the natives
of the country round them gradually gave up their
own ways and began to live like Greeks, just as in
places where the Englsh settle the people begin to
learn English habits and the Enghsh language. This
was especially the case in South Italy and in Siuly,
where the natives were akm to the Greeks by race.
About B c. 400, though the coast of Italy was chiefly
Gueek, the native Sikels in the ntenor were quite a
distinct people: but in Bc 70 the whole 1sland had
become Greck ; there was not a word eacept Greek
to be heard anywhere.

21. Slavery.—In the ITomecric times theie were
not very many slaves; but as the Giecks grew more
nich, and took moie and more to hiving n cities, the
number of slaves increased, andd the citizens came to
depend more on slave-labour It became a common
thing for the citizen to hive i the town ard leave the cul-
tivation of his farm entirely to his slaves, ‘Tiaders and
merchants also employed slaves in the'r huamess, and
there were great diffcrences 1n the position of slaves.
A slave might he employed as the cletk or scaretary
of s master, and be more ke s fuend thin his
servant ; or he might be treated asif he were a mere
brute beast, and made to pass lns hfe pulling at an
oar. In rcading the history of Greece we must bear
mn mind that we are 1cading the history of the masters
only, not of the slaves; and that all the greatness
and mterest of Greek hife belonged only to a part
of the population, There was another part—the
slave-population—whose Iistory, 1f 1t existed, would
perthaps be too full of nusery and suffering for us
to bear to read it.
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CHAPTER IIIL
ATTICA TO BC. 500

1. Kings abolished at Athens —The inhabit-
ants of Attica (map,p 19)belonged to the Ioman branch
of the Greeks (p. 14). There were ongmally several
States in Attica, independent, and often at war with
one another. Athens was the strongest of these: it did
not, however, turn the inhabitants of the other States
nto 1ts subjects, as Sparta did in Laconia, but united
with them, so that Attica became a single State, and
the noble families of the other States became nobles
of Athens. Tlus probably took place while Athens was
still governed by kings, and the Athemans beheved 1t to
be the woik of their hero Theseus  The kingly power
was abolished very gradually. At first the nobles took
away the priestly oflice of the king (p 11), and called
him Az clon (ipxor), Ruler, wstead of Dusrlcus (king),
which meant Ruler and 11t togcther, bat the office
of Arcdon was held for ife, and son succeeded father.
Next they deteumined that the Arekonshyp should be
held only for ten yeas, and at last,m B c. 683, 1t was
made a yeaily office, and ninc archons were made
instead of ong, so that thiie nught be difterent men
to judge and to command the army, mstead of onc
man having all ke s of power,

2. Noble Cluns.—1The people of Attica were
< nided mto three classes, the Lupatride or nobles,
€reomore, or farmers, and Deriurge, or workmen.
1he Eupatndae weie like a distinct 1ace by them-
schves, although they were not foragn conquerors
hke the Donans m te loponnesian States  They
werte clans supposad to Le descended fiom heroes
they had the managen.ent of the sacred cercmonies,
and kept the entire government of the State in their
own hands Some of the clans were more distin-
guished than the rest, and the greatest families in
these took the lead 1n State affairs.  When the history
of Attica beins, the common people had no share in
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the government. We shall see how the clans came to
be thought of less unportance, and the Athemans gamned
a better1dea of what a State and 1ts citizens ought to be.

3. Laws of Draco.—One of the afflictions of
the common people was that justice was not done by
the judges. There were no written laws. The nobles
handed down precepts of law to one another by word
of mouth; but the people complamed that the
archons, who were always nobles, gave judgment ac-
cording to their own pleasure, and favoured their
friends It was theicfore agreed that a citizen named
Draco should draw up a Cede of Laws, n order that
cverybody nmught know what the law was (B¢, 624).
Draco did not make new laws, but ascertained the
rules which the judges commonly went by, and wrot=
them down. ‘lhe pumshments m Draco’s code
seemed o scvere to the later Grecks, that the woil
Dracoman was used to express anything very strict or
unmerciful ; but 1 reabty the pumshments i all
early laws are very severe (compare Matt. v. 38), and
Draco’s were not seveier than others

4. Kylon The curse of the Alkmaonide
Soon after this, one of the nobles named Kylon
tried to make himeddf tyrant (B¢ 6rz). Expecting
that the common pcople would jomn him m over-
throwing the Eupatnd®, he seized upon the Aero-
poles, the atadel of Athens  But the people gave
him no help, and the goveinment surrounded the
Acropolis with troops  Kylon himself escaped ; ana
Iis followels, when they were nearly dead with hunge,
took refuge at the altars of the gods, which weie on
the Acropolis The archon Megakles, who com-
manded the troops, promised them their hives if they
would come away but when they had lett the altas
lus soldiers slaughtered them. This was a most impious
cnime against the gods, and the Athenians beheved
that a curse would fall upon their city. They called
for vengeance upon the whole clan of Megakles, the
Alkmaonide, who were thought to be all polluted by
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his guilt. For years the nobles contended amongst
themselves whether they should give up the Alk-
maonide, or not, and the common people giew
more and more violent against the government of
the nobles. At length the Alkmaonude were per-
suaded by Solon, a wise Eupatnd, to submut to trial.
They were found gunty of sacrilege, and banished
from the city

5. Solon saves the Debtors.—Solon was now
greatly trusted, both by the nobles and the people.
The nobles saw that if something were not done to
1ehieve the distress and bankruptey of the commen
people, a tyrant would anse (p 32), and therefoic
they gave Solon authonty to carry out whatever
measures he thought best. ‘The great misery of the
people was debt  The farmers had borrowed moncy
at very Ingh aoterest from the wealthy, giving their
farms in pledge for the payment of the debt. At
the Loundaues of every farm so motyaged, pillars
were set up as a witness, with the amount of the
debt and the name of the lender cut upon them. The
debt grew greater and greater every year from the
heavy interest, the farmer lost all hope of ever being
able to pay, and was now only like a labourer on the
farm which had once been really his own.  The debtor
who had no farm, and who could not pay lns debt,
was 1 sull woise case, for he became the actual
slave of his creditor, and might be sold (comp.
2 Kimgs iv. 1 ; Nehemiah v. 3—5) Thus the free
farmers, the Geomon, were disappearing altogether.
Some were sold abioad as slaves, others were working
at home as serfs, or strugghing 1 muserable poverty.
To save the State, Solon was compelled to take very
strong measures. He ordered that the common silver
coins, called drac/mee, should be made of highter weight,
so that 100 new ones should be worth only 73 old
oncs, and that the new drachma should be accepted
as 1t they were equal to the old ones, in payment of
debts. Thus, a man who owed 100 old drachmee



40 SOLON’S CONSTITUTION. [cuap,

would pay it by 100 new drachma, which were worth
only 73 old ones, and would really have his debt re-
duced by 27. Farmers who owed money to the State
were freed from therr debt altogether, and made a
fresh start,  Many persons who had been sold abroad
as slaves were brought back and set free, and Solon
ordered that from hencceforth no Athenan should be
made the slave of another for debt (comp. Nehe-
miah v. 6—13). These measures did gicat good to
the farmers; and Solon’s poems tell us how the
mortgage-pillars disappeared from the country.

6. Constitution of Solon. Timocracy.—
Solon was also given authonty to make a new consti-
tution and new laws for the State.  Till now the noble
clans had been everything It was Solon who fiist
made Athens a State m which a man nught take a part
as ctizen without belonging to one of those clans.
The ancient Homenc assembly of all the people
(p. 12) had perhaps never died out mn Athens, but it
had never gained any authonty.  Solon first made this
assembly (énnAnaia) a real part of the State. Hesccuied
to 1t the dection of the archons, the 11,48 of passiny liios,
and the 719/t of calling magistrales 1o account foo what
they had done colile in ofice.  Every fiee boin native
of Attica had a vote 1n the assembly, whether he be-
longed to one of the dans o1 not  Bat Solon did
not mtend that anyone who chose should get up in
the assembly and propose a law . he established a
counctl (3ovAy) of 400 to prepare the Lusiness that was
to come before the assembly, and nothing was to be
proposed 1n the assembly that had not becn agieed
to by the council. 1he councillots (ovAevrai) were
to be elected yearly by the people.

Solon also made a new dnision of the citizens,
distinct from the old clan divisions. He divided all
the natives of Atuca nto four classes, according to
the amount of land which they possessed. To the
richer classes he gave the greatest share in the
government, but he also required them to pay
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heavier taxes, and to do more service for the State.
Men of the first or 1ichest class alone could hold the
archonship, and thus the nch Eupatnde, who best
understood government, would still be at the head of
the State.  The lowest class could not be members of
the council or hold any office ; they had only their
votesn the assembly.  They paid no taxes ; and, when
they were called out as soldieis (p. 15), they had not
to find themselves arms, whereas the fust three classes
had to provide themsclves with a full smit of armour,
or to seive as cavaliy-men on hoises of then own A
constitution which, Iike Solon’s, gives power m pro-
portion to weath, 1s called a Zwnocracy (ruporparia,
Ty, 1ating, kpdrog, poiver)  Ihitherto Lirth alone could
give a man power i Athens . now, though the greatest
part of the first class would no doubt be Fupatrda,
any Athenian who possessed a good estate might hold
the lughest offices, and the whole people, though
they did not actually take part in the government, had
some contiol over 1t thiough then electing the archons
and calling them to account.

7. Areopagus —Therc was a very ancient asscm-
bly of nobles which met on the lnll Aicopigus, and was
itself called the Arcofagus 1t had ongmally judged m
cases of murder Solon gaveitmore power,and arranged
that the archons of every year, if approved by the A1co-
pagus, should become members of the Areopagus for
the rest of their lives Thus the Arcopagus would
be composed of the most experenced men among the
nobles. Solon gaveit the nght to forbid any law
to be passed which 1t should think dangerous to the
State, and the night to warn o1 pumsh citizens who hived
in a manner unbecoming Athemans, or who brought up
thewr children badly.  The Areopagus did not take any
regular part i the government, but was held m great
reverence, and was the puide of the kupatnde.*

1 The meeting on the Arcopagus before which St. Paul spoke
was probably a mere gathering of citizens with no authonty.
(Acts xvi.)
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8. Solon’s Laws.—Solon was also charged to
draw up a new code of laws for Athens in the place of
those of Draco. In all countries n very early times
the family or the clan had an authority over their
members which now belongs only to the Law of the
State. The father had great power over his children,
and could even put them to death (comp Deu-
teronomy »\1 18), and the property of those who
had no children went to therr clan when they died.
Now Solon thought that the hife and liberty of chil-
dren ought not to dcpend on the will of their fathers,
and that the clan ought not to have any claim on
a man’s property at his death. Therefore he made
a law that the father should not sell or pawn his
cluldren, and that people without children should
have the night to leave their property at their death
to whom they chose  The son was obliged to support
his father m old age, but not unless his father had
given lim an education. Solon required all citizens
to takc an active part in protecting the State from
mischief, as there was no army or police to do so
(p 15); and therefore Lie pumished any citizen who,
when uoubles arose, should not resolutely take one
side o1 the other. Solon ended his work by pardon-
g all who had brought themselves nto disgrace
during the late tioubles, and the Alkmceonide returned
to Athens (B.C 594).

9. Nomothétz. — The evils which existed in
Athens were common m other Greek States, and in
many of them, just as in Athens, power was given to
a single man to draw up an entuely new set of Laws,
which should set the citizens free from their oppres-
sion and discontent, and enable them to live together
m concord. These men were called Aomothéte (vopo-
0{ras), Leyislators, and some of them perfoimed their
task with great wisdom and success, and really gave a
new hfe to their States. More is known, however,
about the laws of Solon than about the laws of any
of the other Nomotheta.
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10. Factions. Pisistriatus Tyrant.—In spite
of Solon’s gieat improvemcnts, troubles continued
m Attica. The most powerful of the nobles were at
anty , and, as Attica was a laige district for a sigle
State. the inhabitants of different paits of 1t were easily
stirred up against one another. There weie three
parties,—the men of the plans, the men of the coast,
and the men of the mountamns. The last were the
poorest and most dissatisfied ; and the cleverest of the
nobles, Pisistriitus, put himself at theirr head. The
leader of the men of the coast was Megikles, an
Alkmazomd, the grandson of the Megakles who had
hilled Kylon’s followers  One market-day, when the
town was full of poor country-people, Pisistratus
smeued himself with blood, and drove mto the
marhet-place, declaring that he had been almost killed
by lus enemies on account of lis zeal for the people
A friend, with whom Pisistratus had arranged the
whole plan, proposed to the people that they should
give Prosttatus a guard of fifty men, armed with
clubs  Solon m vam warned the people agamnst 1t
the guard was given, and gradually mcreased to 400
Then, when DPisistratus felt sure of lis power, he
scized the Acropolis, and made himself tyrant (B¢
560). He was twice duven out by the parties of the
coast and the plain, but in B . 545 he made himself
tyrant for the third time, and thenceforth 1cigned
i peace tll lis death (Bc. 527)  Though he sw-
sounded himself with a foreign guard, he governcl
very gently, and allowed Solon’s constitution to
1emam 1n force, only providing that the highest
olfices should be held by men of his own family.
He established religious festivals in which all the
people could join. he beautified Athens with temples
and public buildings; he mmproved the 102ds, and
laid on water by an aqueduct He also brought Iiving
poets to Athens, and collected copies of the older
poetry from all parts of Greece, employmg lcarnced
men to clear it from mistakes and confusions,
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11. Hippias and Hipparchus.—After the death
of Pusistratus (BC. 527), lis eldest son Hippias suc-
ceeded him, and governed mildly. but in BC 514
Hipparchus, the brother of Hippias, affronted the
sister of a young citizen, named Harmodius, and Har-
modius, with his fiiend Aristogiton, determined to
kill both the tyrant and lis brother  They succeeded
m killing Hipparchus, but Hippias saved himself by
presence of mind, and Harmodius and Anstogiton
penshed  After tlus Hippias became suspicious and
cruel, killing and 1ll-ticating the citizens.

12. End of the Tyranny.—Smce the rcturn of
Pisistiatus m r ¢ 545 the Alhmeomdae had been in
exile. Bemg very wealthy, and wishmg to clear
themselves fiom thar bad name by an act of piety,
they undertook for a ceitamn sum to rcbuild the
temple of Delpli, wlich had been burnt down,
and though the agicement was only for common
stone, they faced the temple with fine marble.  This
gammed them the favour of the oiacle, and as they
knew that so lorg as the fanuly of Pisistratus 1agned
they would never be allowed to 1etuin to Athens, they
bribed the priestess of Delply, whenever the Spartans
should send to consult the oiacle, to make only this
answel, ““ Athens must be freed” The Spain,
finding that, whatever they asked, the god woull sne
them no othu advice, determined to do as he bude
them, They sent an army to twin out Hippias, and
when this was defeated they sent another under Klco-
mends, king of Sparta.  The childien of Hippias fill
mnto the hands of Kleomenes, and in order to 1ecoval
them, IHippias agiced to leave Attica.  Thus was the
end of the tyranny of the Pisistratidae (Bc. 5i0).
The Athenians remembered the last fowr cruel years
of Hippias with horror, and paid honouss to the me-
mory of Harmodius and Arnstogiton, as if 1t had been
they who had freed the cty.

13. Constitution of Kleisthénés. Demo-
cracy.—Now that Hippias was gone, the struggle of
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parties began afresh. Many of the nobles, under the
lead of Isagoras, wished to restore the old government
of the nobles, as it had been befoie Solon; the Alkmae-
omde, headed by Kleisthénes, the son of Megakles,
took the opposite side. 'T'is Kleisthenes was named
after Kleisthenes, the Tyrant of Sitkyon, whose daughter
Megakles had manied. It was he who had bribed
the priestess of Delphi; and now, whether out of am-
bition or real love for Athens, he took up the cause of
the common people, and gave them more to do with
the goveinment.

14. Tribes and Demes.—Thetc was an ancient
division of the people nto four tubes, ralled the
Jomie Tribes.  Klewsthenes abolished this division, be-
cause 1t made the common people look up to the
nobles of their tribe; and mstead of having the
people divided according to Iirth, he dwvided the
land into a great number of distuicts o1 panshes,
called Demes (8ijpar), and then made wn new tibes
by putting mto a single tribe the mhabitants of
several Demes at a chistance from one another.
Thus one of the new tribes v ould not be onythng
hke a clan. the pcople m 1t would come from dif-
ferent parts of Attica, and would no. be 1clated to one
another by buth , and the members of a single clan
would be in many diffeient tribes  Klasthenes hoped
by this means to provent the great nobles fiom raising
patties to support them, and also to put an end to the
dinision of the country mto disticts like those of
the plain, the cnast, and the mountain.

15. Council.—In Solon’s constitution, the council
of 400 was composed of 100 from each of the four old
Junic tribes Klewsthenes had the council to be elected
by his ten new tnibes, 5o from cach, making 500
cnuncillors 1 all.  He did not nterferc with Solon’s
Gvision into classes according to property, or with the
privileges of the richer classes , but when he made his
division into Demes, he included among the catizens
cvery man then living in Attica, except slaves, whether
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boin of Attic parents or not. Thus a number of
traders and scetlers, called adiens (peromod) recened
Atheman atizenship ; and the people felt more than
Lefore that they had a 1cal share m the State.  The
members of cach clan sull kept up therr religious
ceremontes, and a fecling of pride n thewr clan, but
for all purposes of government the people acted to-
gether i ther Demes and new tribes.

16. Assembly.—Kleisthenes wished the public as-
sembly (ékshyaia) to take a gieater part in the govern-
ment than 1t had under Solon  and since no measure
could be mtroduced n the assembly that had not
been drawn up by the council, Klasthencs had to
make the council a moie Dbusmess-hke body than
it had litherto been.  As 1t 15 1mpossible that oo
people can transact business methodically all together
he divided the council mto commuttees (npyrives)
Each committee was composed of the men clected by
one of the nuw tubes, so that no great nobleman
could hope to get a comnuttee filled with his clans-
men  The counal and the assembly now began to
take an mcreasig part m the government.

17 Stratégi.—A new and mnpoitant office was
created 1 connection with the tubes.  Each of the
ten tubes was to choose a Stratigus, oo General
(arparyyos), and the ‘Ten Generals were to hold com-
mand of the anny 1n tuin, cach for a day. One of the
archons, called the Polemacchus (mokepo, war, dpxwr),
commanded with them. By degrees the Strategl gained
the management of the foragn affairs of the State.

18. Juries.—About the same tume the assembly
was divided 1nto courts or jures, in order that the
chief cases mught be tned before a jury of atizens
instead of bewng decided by the archons or the Arco-
pagus as before.

19. Ostrakism.—Kleisthenes saw that all over
Greece ambitious men had been able to make them-
selves tyrants because the States had no armies or
police ready to defend the constitution (p. 15); and



ur ] LOoT, 47

he fearcd that a tyrant might rise agamn in Athens.
Therefore he established a custom called ostrakism,
by which the citizens nught get nd of a man whom
they thought lkely to make lumself tyrant, or to
throw the State agamn into violent struggles  First of
all the council and the assembly had to decide that
the State really was m danger, then the citizens
were summoned to meet on a certain day, and to
wiite each upon a ticket (dorparor) the name of
any person whom he thought dangeious to the State.
If the same name was written on 6,000 tickets, that
person had te go into extle for ten yeais; but he
did not lose his property, and he might retuin with
all lus nights as a ctizen at the end of the ten years

20. Lot.—Another device was made either at this
time or soon afterwards to prevent ambitious men
from raising parties in the State, and to give a better
chance to less powerful men.  When the candidates
for the archonship had given 1n their names, mstead
of the people voting which of those who had given
m therr names should be airchons, they cast lots
(~\noog) Thus the most that an ambitious man could
do would be to put down his name as a candidate
voting being abolished, 1t would be of no use for him to
collect a party to support him, ‘The most mportant
officers of all, however, the Stiategi, were never
chosen by lot, for great nuschief nught have happened
if the lot had fallen on a man unfit to be general

21. Spartans interfere.—The changes of Kleis-
thenes gave the people great power, and the consti
tution of Athens now began to be a Democrdicy, or
Government of the People (cnponpuria, Cipog, people,
apdrog, power), instead of a Timocracy (p 40) Many
of the nobles, headed by IsagSias, opposed Kleis
thenes as strongly as they could, and when Isagoras
found that he could not resist the reforms of Kleis-
thenes, he applied to Kleoménés, king of Sparta,
for help, saying that Kleisthenes was about to make
himself tyrant, and that he would be the enemy of the
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Dorians, hike his grandfather, Kleisthenes of Sikyon
(p. 33): Kleomenes was a very ambmous king,
and wished that Sparta should exercise control over
Athens ; therefore, 1n order to get nd of Kleisthenes,
he summoned the Athenians fo cxpel the Alkma-
onide, the clan of Kleisthenes, on account of their
curse (p. 33) Kleisthenes at once left Athens; and
Kleomenes marched into Athens with a small force,
and expelled 700 families whom Isagoras pointed
out to him as democratica/ He then tried to dissolve
the council of 500 But the whole people rose n
arms.  The tronps of Klcomenes were overpowered
and driven into the aitadel  The Athemans allowed
them to retire unhurt, but put to dcath the aitizens
who had jomed them  Kleomenes now summoned
the Peloponnesian allies of Spaita, and in aded Attica,
determining to make Isagoras tyrant, heciuse Isizoras
was willing to subject Athens to Spauta e did not
tell the allies what his puipe~e wes, but when they
rcached Eleusis m Attica, the allies discovaed 1,
and 1efused to go any further, so that the army bioke
up.  Kleomenes had also percarded the Thelans and
the atizens of Clalkis, in 1 nbh ea, to declare war on
Athens. When the Athemans sww the ammy of Kleo-
menes break up, they marched ar inst the Thebans,
and found them on the shore of T wipus (map, p 19)
waiting for the Challidians  The .Athemars attacked
and defeated the Theban army, and the moment the
battle was over they crosscd the Furipus, and won so
complete a victory over the Chalkihans on the <ame
day, that the whole state of Chalkis was at thar mercy.
They took the land of the Challhiduan robles, and
settled 4,000 Athentan farmersuponit  The Spartans
were now more Jealous then cver of Athens  They
discovered that the prestess of Delphi had been
bribed to make them exjel Hipjuas, and they deter-
mined to humble Athens and restore Hippus. But
after what had happened in the last campaign they
dared not conceal their object from the allies. There-
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fore they summoned deputies from all parts of Pelo-
ponnesus, and tried to persuade them to join In
restoring Hippias. But the Corinthian deputy Sosiklés
reproached the Spartans, who had always been the
enemies of tyrants, with the change in their conduct,
and remmded them of what Corinth had suffered from
Penander.  The assembly applauded Sosikles: the
Spartans saw that they could do notlung, and gave up
the business.

Thus the Athenians had upheld their liberties and
gained two bnlhant victories over the Thebans and
the Chalkidians who would have helped to restore the
tyranny. The spint of the citizens rose high. The
changes of Kleisthenes had abated the rivalnes of the
rich, and the poor saw that they had a share in the
State, and fclt no wish to have the tyrants back.
Athens was more at onc with herself than <he had
ever been before  In the comuing Percian wars the
Athenians held together m spite of tiaitors , and both
rich and poor did therr duty when the tune came.

CHATTER 1V,
THE IONIC REVOLT AND PLRSIAN WARS

1. TheIonicColontes conquered by Lydia.—
The Greek colonies in Asia Mmor were all coast
towns, and did not 1y to conquer the mterior of the
country. Nor did the hings of the mnlind countries,
such as Phrygia and Lydia {map, p. 10), at first attack
the Greek settlers, but allowed them to keep possession
of the coastin peace, and they gew nich and pros
perous long before the cities of luropean Grecce
(p- 33) The most important colonies were the Ionic.
‘They were twelve independent aities , and though they
had a common rehgious fessnval, and felt themselves
to be a disunct borty from the Dortans and /1 olans,
they did not act together ; nor had any aty such a
leadership among them 2s Sparta had in Pcloponnesas
So long as no powetful cneny attached them, the
Iomans did not fiel the evos oo theun disumon; hut
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about the year B.c. 720 a new line of kings arose
in Lydia, who determined to make Lydia a great
empire, and to conquer all the coast. These kings
made war upon the Ionian cities one after another;
and at last, about B.c. 550, King Croesus made him-
self master of them all. Dut Crcesus had no wish to
injure or destroy any Greek aity.  He wished only to
make them a part of his empire. The Lydian kings
had come to understand and like the ways of the
Grechs ; they consulted the Greek oracles and sent
presents to the temples, and, even when at war, they
respected the holy places of the Greeks  Croesus
only required the cities to pay him a moderate tribute,
and to achnowledge him as sovereign, in all other
respects he allowed them to manage their own affairs.
He was fond of everything Gieek, he welcomed Greek
artists and travellers to s court ; and 1if the empire
of Lydia had continued, Greck habits would perhaps
have soon spread over Asia Minor.

But Lydia was about to be overthrown by a real
Asiatic monarchy, which hated and despised Greck
ways: and in order to understand the events that
were now coming, we must turn away from Greece
for a moment, and go far back into the history
of the Asiatic nations,

2. Nineveh.—Before BC. 1000 the kings of
Nimneveh had conquered the neighbouring nations
about the Euphrates, and had made Assyna a great
empire.  In the height of its power Assynia ruled as
far as Lydia on the west, and on the east perhaps
as far as the niver Indus (first map). But about BC.
750 Babvlon and Media revolted, and made them-
selves mdependent kingdoms.

It was after this, while Nineveh and Babylon were
disunct kingdoms, that the Jews were carried into
captivity, Israel by the King of Assyria (2 Kings xvi.
6), Judah by the King of Babylon (2 Kings xxv.).

3. Medes.—The Medes, who had revolted from
Nineveh, were a brave people living in the highlands
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cast of the Euphrates; and they united the neigh-
bouring mountain-tribes under their rule, including
the Persians to the south. The fourth hing of Media,
Kyaxares, allied himself with Nabonassar, king of
Babylon, against Nmeveh ; and in B.c. 606 they took
the great caity and utterly destroyed it (Nahum mni.).
As the Medes were cager for sull further conquests,
and did not dare to attack Dabylon itself, they had
to turn towards Asia Minor, and there they con-
quered everything until they met the Lyduans,  The
Lydian and Mcedian armies were drawn up for battle,
when a sudden darkncss came over the carth thiough
an echipse of the sun. They took this for a sign,
and made peace, agreeing that the nver ITalys should
be the boundary between the Lydian and Mediar
empites (Bc 585). Crasus, thercfore, n BC 550,
was ruling ovet the country between the JEgaan Sca
and the Halys.

4 Persians.—Soon after the conquests of the
Medes had stopped, the Persian nation under Cyius
rose agamst the Medes, and put themselves at the
head of the great Mcedian empue (B.. 559). Crwsus
knew that the Persians would begin to conquer
afiesh, and therefore he prepared for war.  He made
alunance with Belshazzar, hing of Babylon, and with
Amaisis, khing of Egypt, and scnt to the Delphic oracle
to ask whether he should declare war on Cyrus, The
oracle made an ngenious answer, and bade Ciasus
ally humself with Sparta  Sparta promi~ed him help,
but without waiting for tlus, Creesus invaded Kappa-
dokia, and fought a drawn battle with Cyrus (& ¢. §47)
Then he retired to Sardis, the capital of Lydia, and
sent word to all his allies to have their troops at Sardis
at the end of five months. But Cyrus was more 1cady
than Creesus supposed. He marched straight upon
Sardis, defeated Creesus, and took the city before help
could arrive. All Lydia subnatted to the conquelor,
and the Ionic coast-cities offered to submit, if Cyrus
would continue the privileges which Creesus had
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granted them. Cyrus refused ; and the cities had to
decide whether they would snbmit to the Persian on
his own terms or fight for their liberty. They deter-
mined to fight, and sent to Sparta to ask for help.
Sparta gave them none. The time for submission
was past, and the towns wcre besieged one after
another by Harpdgus, the general of Cyrus

§. War in Ionia.—Never had the Greeks seen
such a terrible enemy as the Persians, who now at-
tacked them. In the Lydian wars they had seen a
fine cavalry, but the Persians had new tioops and
contrivances of ¢very hind.  Then archers shot the
defenders of the walls.  They biought up machines
for regular sieges, they surrounded the towns with
trenches, that no one mught get 1n or out, they built
up mounds against the walls, or thiew the walls down
by underminmg them. The Lydians had spated holy
places ; but the Persians, like the armies of Mohammed
in later times, were believers 1n one God, and hated
all the works of 1dolaters and all through therr
wars they exasperated the Greeks by destroying therr
temples.  The Tomans saw that all was lost, and
some of them showed a noble love of liberty by
abandoning their homes rather than submit to the
conqueror  Many of the atizens of Teos sailed
away to Thrace, and founded Abddia - the citizens of
Phokeea, having made a day’s ttuce with the army
besieging them, employed the time mm putting therr
wives and chnldren on board ship, and then sailed
away, leaving an empty ity to the Persians.  After a
time some of them fell home-sick and returned, the
rest, after many adventures, settled at klea, in the south
of Italy (p 35) The other towns were all reduced by
the Persians, and, when once conquered, they were not
badly treated  But though their prospenity continued
for the moment, their wisest citizen, Buas of Pnéng,
told them that they were now at the mercy of Persia,
and that it was the want of union which had cost them
their hberty. He tned to persuade them, while they
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still had their ships, to follow the example of the
Phokaans,—to sail away to Saidinia, and there to
found one great city in common. But the other
Joman caities had not the spinit of the Phokwans;
they thought that their trade and wcalth might be as
gieat as ever, although they were subject to the Per-
sians, and they refused to follow the advice of Bias.

6. Persian Empire becomes a Naval Power.
The whole coast of Asia Minor was reduced by
Harnaeus, and the 1slands of Chios and Lesbos sub-
mitted, although the Porsians had as yet no fleet
to rcach them with (about B . 540). While Harpagus
was conquening the Gredhs, Cyrus lumself besieged
and took Babylon (Isaah alv.; Jerem. li). It was
now that the Jews were allowed to return to Judwxa
(ksran). When Cyrus was dead (8 ¢. 525), Pheenicia
<ubmitted to his son Kambyscs, so that the Persians
could now compel two mantime nations, the Pheeni-
cians and the Iomans, to supply them with a fleet,
and could therefore think of makmg conquests be-
yond the scas  Kambyses added lgypt and Cyprus
to the Porsiin empire, and died 1 B e, 522,

#. Darius sets the Empire in order.—After
Kambyses, an mpostor was set up as king of Persia,
pretending that he was Smerdis, the younger son of
Cyrus, who had really been put to death by Kam-
byses He was discovered at the end of cight months,
and killed, and Darius, a kinsman of Cyrus, was
made king (B ¢. 521). Darnus was a wise ruler. When
he came 10 the throne a great part of the cmpire was
in revolt, and he saw that 1f 1t was to be held together
there must be a more regular government. There-
fore he divided the cmpire into twenty provinces,
called Satrdpics, and had all the land mn the empure
measured, that he might fix the tax that each satrapy
was to pay yearly. He made Susa in Mcdia the centre
of government (Esther 1. 1, 2), and laid out roads
from Susa to all parts of the empire, and made
arrangements all along these roads for taking people



54 SCYTHIAN EXPEDITION. [cHaP. |

engaged on the king’s business quickly from one
place to another. Cons called Dartks were struck,
which passed current everywhere. Thus the countries
from the Indus to the Aigxan Sea were now governed
on one system, and Danus knew what was going on
in the most distaut parts of the empirc. In the con-
quered countrics any natine gosernment that seemed
hkely to work well aud submissively was maintained
under the Sazzap or Persian governor of the province,
Thus in Judea Zerubbabel and Joshua governed
under the satrap of Syrnia (Haggai1); and mn Ionia
Darius saw that the rule of tyrants, which was common
there, would be likdly to keep the cities m obedicnce
to Peisia. Therefore he gave ls protection to a
tyrant in each of the citics,

8. Scythian Expedition.—When Danus had put
the empire mn order, he made an eaxpedition against the
Scythans in Europe, north of the Danube (B ¢. 510),
and now 1t was scen how mportant the conquest of
lonia had been to Persia; for Darius had the Ioman
tyrants to raise a fleet of Goo ships, and jon him
i the expedition. His army marched to the shore
of the Bosporus, one of the straits that divide Europe
from Asia There a bridge of boats had been miade
ready by Mandroklés, an engmeer of Samos, and
the Persian army marched over 1t into Europe. From
the Bosporus, they marched northward, through
Thrace, t1ll they came to the niver Danube.  Mean-
time the Iomian fleet, under the command of the
tyrants, had saled from the Bosporus to the mouth
of the Danube, and had made a bndge of boats
across the river some way wmland Darius crossed
over this bridge mto Scythia with lus army, and com-
manded the tirants to remain at the bndge and
keep guard over 1t for two months.  But at the end of
two months Danus did not return. Instead of
meeting the Persian army and fighting a battle, the
Scythians, who were a wandering people without fixed
homes, bad fallen back before theii invaders, so as to
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allure them further and further into the country; and
the Greeks heard that Darius and his army had lost
their way in the plans, and were now retreating
towards the Danube, attacked by Scythian bowmen, and
in miserable phight. When this news came, one of the
tyrants, Miltiddés, ruler of the Thracian Chersonésus,
an Athenian by birth, proposed to the other tyrants
that they should destroy the bridge, and leave Darius
and his army to pensh by fanune m Scythia.  DBut
Histizeus, the tyrant of Milctus, 1eminded the tyrants
that it was the Persians who kept them on their thiones,
and that 1if the Persian empire were destroyed they
would be driven out of the cities by the people.  There-
fore the tyrants refused to break down the biidge, and
the counsel of Histiwus saved Darius and his army.

9. Persian Empire extended as far as Thes-
saly.—Dartus 1etutned to Saudis mn safety, and left
Megabicus, a Persian general, with 80,000 mien, to
conquer that part of ‘lhrace which had not yet sub-
mitted, and to make a regular Satwapy m Europe.
Megabazus subdued all Thrace, and sent ambassadors
to Amyntas, kmg of Macedoma, summoning him to
acknowledge Darus as his master. Amyntas gave
earth and water, which was the Persian token of
submission, so that Macedonia was added to the
subject states, and the Persian empne now extended
m Lurope from the Danube to Mount Olympus, the
boundary between Macedonmia and Thessaly.  To
reward Histieus for preserving the bridge, Darius
gave lim the country of Myrhinus i Thrace on the
river Strymon. And now possessing both Miletus
and Myrkinus, Histieus began to make great plans
for conquest. But the satrap Megabazus discovered
his intentions, and warned Danus that Histieus was
preparing to make himself independent: so Dars
sent for Histizus, and under pretence of friendship
took him to live at the court at Susa, allowmg
Anstagoras, the son-in-law of Histixus, to reign as
tyrant at Miletus $nahis:steact -
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10. Ionians Revolt..—Anstagoras was just asam-
bitious as Histizeus, and he soon saw an opportunity
for extending his power. ‘The nobles of the island
of Naxos had becn driven out by the people, and
asked Aristagoras for help (Bc. 502). Anstagoras
thought that if he restored the nobles he would be
master of the island: but as Naxos was too power-
ful for him to attack 1t by himself, he went to
Artaphernes, the Satrap of his district, and proposed
that the Persians should help him to conquer Naxos,
and add not only Naxos but other 1slands to the
Persian empire. Aitaphernes agreed, and gave Aris-
tagoras a fleet of two hundred ships. But the Persian
commander of the fleet quarrclled with Aristagoras,
and the enterprize falled.  Anstagoras now feared the
anger of Artaphernes, and began to think of revolting.
Just at the same time Histieus, who wished to be dis-
missed from Susa, sent Anstagoras word to revolt,
ihinkmg that he himself would be sent by Danwus to
put down the rebels, and would so regamn his hberty.
Anstagoras assembled the people, procdaimed that he
would be tyrant no longer, and persuaded the people
of Miletus and the othcr cities to 1evolt fiom Persia.
The tyrants were deposcd and liberty proclamed 1n
all the c1ties (¢, s500)  The .T'ohan and Donan colo-
nies and the »sland of Cyprus joined the msurniection.

11. Athenians burn Sardis. — Knowing the
great power of the Peisians, Anstagoras crossed over
to Greece to scek for help  The Spartans refused it,
but Athens immediately sent twenty ships, and luretna
m Eubwa sent five. Their troops umted with the
revolted Ionians, and marched suddenly on Sards,
where Artaphernes was, and set fire to the town. But
the Peruan forces gathered, the Greeks could not
hold Sardis, and were attacked and deieated as they
were retreating to the coast. The Athemans returned
home, and the whole foice of Peisia was collected
against the revolted cities.

13, Battle of Lade (B.C. 496).—The war was

B
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long and desperate. The smaller cities were besieged
first, and made stubborn resistance. Four years had
passed before the Persians collected their forces by
land and by sca to blockade Miletus, the greatest of
them all.  Then all the cities that were still untaken
held council together ; and as they could not beat off
the besieging army by land, they 1esolved to embark
all their troops on <hips, and tiy to keep the Persians
from surtounding Miletus by sea also. Altogether
they mustered 353 ships  The fleet was stationed off
the wisland of Ladé mn fiont of Miletus (map, p. 10)
Then the Persions brought up the navy of Pheenicia,
Goo ships. and when the hearts of the Greeks sank at
the numbar of the enemy, a brave Phok:ean, named
Dionysius, pronused them certam  victory 1if they
would do what he should tell them  The Iomans
acreed, and for seven days Dionvsius made them
practi>e for the battle from morning till wmght.  But
the Ionians were a pleasure-loving race, and were not
wsed to di-aphne and obedience.  On the eighth day
they lost all patience, and ledt the ships, and made
themschves comfortable under the shade m the 1sland.
In the meantime, by order of the Persian gencrals, the
former tyrants were trying to persuade the leaders
of then cies to desat when the battle should be
fought, under promise of pardon fiom Persia, and
the Persians, trustiayg that the tyrants had succeeded,
ordered the Pheemaan fleet to attack  The Greeks
were again on board then ships.  And now, when the
Greek and the Pucemician navies fronted one another
m order of battie, and the last great struggle for the
freedom of Ionia was at hand, a shameful sight was
seen. Before a Dlow was struck, forty nine out of the
sinty ships of Samos sailed away.  The leshians fol-
lowed, and after them many others The crews of
Miletus and Ciuos had to fight the whole Pheenician
fleet almost alone ; Dionysius was one of the few who
did not desert them. They fought with noble bravery,
butin vamn. The battle of Lade was the death-blow
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to Jonia; and the disgrace was as great as the ruin.
It showed to all the world how incapable the Ionians
were of making any sacnfice for their common cause,
and how destitute of the sense of honour and duty.

13. Vengeance of the Persians.—Soon after
the battle of Lade, Miletus was taken by storm (B.c.
495), and the Persians took terrible vengeance for the
burning of Sardis.  They killed most of the men; the
women and children were carried nto captivity ; the
holy places burnt to the ground.

After Miletus the Persians took all the citics on
the coast, and in the neighbouring 1slands, and m the
‘Thracian Chersonese  Everywhere they carned fire
and the sword + sull there cannot have been the
wholesale slaughter which the Greeks represent, for
the cities were soon again populous and thriving.

14. First Persian Expedition against
Greece (B.C. 493) —Daius now mtended to punish
Athens and Eretria for then share in burning Sardis.
A Persian army, commanded by Maidonius, crossed
the Hellespont, and marched towards Greece along the
coast of Thrace, the fleet accompanyng it. But when
the fleet was sailing round the promontory of Mount
Athos, a hurricane arose and destroyed 3oo ships with
20,000 men. At the same time the ‘I hracans attacked
Mardonius, and he turned back in shame to Asia.

15. Second Expedition (B.C. 4g0) — Then
Darius assensbled a new army and a new fleet; but
before invading Greece he sent envoys to the 1slands
to demand earth and water, in token of submussion.
Most of them gave 1t, including the powetful 1sland
of Aigina, which was at war with Athens, and would
gladly bave seen Athens rumed. In Bc. 490 the
fleet of Darius smled into the Algaan, with an army on
board under the command of Datis and Artaphernes,
and landed them first at Naxos, which had refused to
submit. Naxos had defended itself successfully against
the fleet of Artaphernes in B.c. 505 (p. 56); but the
bravest men were terrified by the destruction of Ionia,
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and the Naxians fled from their city into the moun-
tans. The Persians utterly destroyed the town with
all 1ts sanctuaries. Then they sailed to Eubcea, and
besieged Eretna. On the sixth day the gates were
opened by traitors. The Persians razed the aty to
the ground, and sent most of the citizens nto Asia
in chams.

16. Marathon (B C 490) —Fiom Eretria the Per-
sians crossed the Euripus, and landed on the plain of
Marathon, twenty-two miles fiom Athens. ‘The 1um
of the Athemans was certun if they wated for
their town to be besieged * nothing but a wvictory
m the field could save them fiom slaughter and
captivaty.  ‘They marchad out, 9,000 heavy armed men
(p. 41), under the command ot the Polemarch and the
ten Strategi (p 46), and encamped on the hills over-
loohmg the plam of Marathon. The army of the
Persians that had wrought such rum upon loma, the
army which no Greeks had ever resisted with success,
lay below them on the plun between the mountauns
and the sea. Sparta had promiced help, but delayed
sending 1t, and the Athemans were alone m their
desperate peril At this moment the httle army of
the citizens of I'latxea, only a thousand 1n all, who had
lately had protection given them by the Athenians,
came to share their fate. Such courage and reso-
lution filled the Athenians with admiration, and
were never forgotten.  Sull the whole number of the
army was only 710,000; and five of the generals
thought that they ought to wait till help came from
Sparta. The leader of the other five was Milthades,
{p- 55), who, after escaping from the Persians, had
been e¢lected Strategus mn Athens. Miltiades knew
that there were traitors among the citizens, and feared
that they would break up the army if fighung were
delayed. Therefore, though the Persians were ten
times as numerous, he urged immediate battle : and
when the votes of the ten Strategi were cqually
divided, the Polemarch Kallimachus gave his casting-
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vote for battle. The generals gave up each his own
day’s command (p 46) to Miltiades; and Miltiades,
when the night time had come, drew up the army in
Iime for battle. After the generals had addressed their
tubesmen the battle signal was given, and the whole
army, raing the battle-cry, charged down the il
upon the Persians. In the struggle the centre of
the Greek line was driven back , but the two ends
carnied everything before them, and turned and
attacked the Peisrans in the centre  The Persians
gave way, and fled for refuge to their ships, or were
dniven mto the marshes by the shore. Six thousand
Persians, and no more than 192 Athemans, fell in the
bLattle,  lather before or immediately after the hattle
a bright shield was scen rased on a mountain by
Athcnian traitors, as a signal to the Persians that there
wete no troops i the aty  Miuades stantly
marched back to Athens  Soon after he 1eached 1t
the Persian flect approached, especting to find Athens
without troops. When they saw the men who had just
fought at Marathon drawn up on the beach ready to
ficht them again, they saled away, and the whole
armament returnced to Asia.

The batte of Marathon was glorious to Athens and
Platrea ; and thourh the numba of Grecks who
fought and died 10 1t was small, 1t 15 one of the most
unportant battles i ail istory  for, hud 1t not been
won, Athens must have been captured by Persia ; and
the rest of Greece would proiably have submitteld.
Greece would have become a Persan province; and
the history of Europe, mstead of bemng the hstory
of free and progressing nations, mght have been like
the history of Asia,—a hirtoty of oppressors and
their slaves. It was an act of splundid courage m
the Athemans to face that army wluch had over-
thrown Lydia, Babylon, and lom:. and it shows
the insight of Miluades into the duterences between
soldiers, that, after seeing the Ionan Greeks one after
another overthrown by Persia, he should yet have
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been convinced that the 10,000 Athenians would be
a match for the whole Persian anmy.

On the day after the battle 2,000 Spartans reached
Athens. They had delayed marching until the full
moon, because this was their religious custom. But
had Sparta really meant to defend Athens, 1t would
have sent more than 2,000 1nen, whether they waited
for the full moon or not. Thus Sparta lost the glory
of a share in the first victory over Persia.

17. Miltiades.— Greece was saved, but the general
who had saved it perished muserably.  Miltiades had
been twenty ycars a tyiant, and he now wished to em-
ploy the forces of Athens hike a tyrant instead of a
atizen-general.  He persuaded the people to give
him command of a fleet, without telling them for what
purpose ; and out of private enmity he attacked the
1land of Paros. But the Panans defended themsclves
bravely, and Miltiades found that he could rlo nothing,
At last a priestess, wlo wished to betray the aty, sent
word to Miluades to come sccrctly to her temple.
Miluades tued to cimb into the temple by might, but
fell and wounded his thigh  Ard now, after twenty-
six days’ command, he returned to Athens with nothing
done.  He was accused of deceving the people, and
scntenced to pay a heavy fine  His property was n
the hands of the Iersians; he could pay nothing.
His wound mortificd, and he died in dishonour

18 Themistokles.—After the battle of Marathon
the Persians retreated from Gicece, and Athens was
left to itself. Its two leading citizins were now
Themistohles and Aristides  Themistokles was the
cleverest man of his time. He was wonderfully quick
and wise in foresceing what was going to happen ; and
when he had dctermined to have anything done, no
difficulty was so great but that he could find some
ingentous plan for making things go as he wished.
While the other Athenians were satisfied with having
beaten the Persians at Marathon, Themistokles felt
sure that Persia would attack Gieece agamn. He
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thought with himself how Athens might be made as
powerful as possible: and as he looked on the jutting
coast of Pireus, four miles from Athens, with its bays
lying as if they had been made for harbours, and thought
of the greatness of the Ionic mantime towns before
their destruction, and of the multitude of islands and
coast towns 1n Greece which mught all be contiolled
by one strong flect, he saw that if Athens would take
to the sea 1t would be possible to give her such a
power as had never been imagmed. He saw that
Athens might bring a far greater force against Persia

RPN
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by sea than she ever could by land , and that the leader-
ship of Greece would pass from inland Sparta and 1ts
army to a State which could control the coasts and
1slands with a fleet.

19. Athenians build a Fleet.—Fortunately for
the plans of Themistokles there was constant war
between Athens and the 1sland of Agina (p. 58). The
Athenians could not overcome Agina without a powes-
ful navy ; and this made them bsten to the counsel of
Themistokles, and agree to spend the produce of the
R_ubllc‘ silver mines in building 200 triremes. But

hemistokles knew that the fleet could never thrive
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unless a great maritime business and population arose.
He therefore did everything to attract the people to a
seafaring life, and to encourage trade by sea. Hitherto
the Athenian ships had put in at the east corner of
the open bay of Phalérun. Now the safe inclosed
bays aiound Pireeus were made into good harbours,
and a busy trading town, called Puaus, grew up
on their shore. In Bc 490 Athens had hardly any
navy ; 1 B.C. 480 she had a fleet of 200 triremes,
the most powerful fleet in Greece.

20. Aristides.—Aristides disapproved of the whole
plan of Themistokles. He thought that if Athens had
beaten the Persians once by land she might beat them
by land again. The soldiers who had fought at Mara-
thon were all owners of land (p. 41): but, 1if a fleet
were formed, 1t would be chiefly manned by poor
people who had no land; and Aristides knew that
whoever had the chief share in fighting on behalf of
Athens would also have the chief share m its govern-
ment. If the strength of Athens lay n its fleet, the
poor people who served in the fleet would get the
upper hand in the State. A mantime and trading
population would grow up, fond of adventure and
change ; and the good old ways, he thought, would
be forsaken. In wishing Athens not to have a fleet,
Arnstides was certainly wrong; but it was not on
account of his opinions that he had such credit, but
on account of the noblcness of his character. He
was a perfectly honourable man. Whoever else took
bribes, or betrayed his cause (pp. 68, 74), 1t was
known that Arnstides would never he anything but
true and just ; and this, as we shall see, gave him real
power, not only mn Athens, but over all Greece, when
the need for a just man was felt. At present such
was the stnfe between the parties of Anstides and
Themistokles that an ostrakism (p. 46) had to be
held. Anstides was ostrakised, and Themistokles was
left free to carry out his plans.

21. Xerxes invades Greece (B.C. 480).—King
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Darius died in BC. 485, and his successor, Xerxes,
collected an enormous force for invading Grecce. In
every country from Asia Minor to the river Indus
troops were levied. Two bridges of boats were made
over the Hellespont. A fleet of 1,200 war-ships and
3,000 carrying ships assembled on the coast of Ionia
and Phanicia.  Stores of food were collected n the
towns along the coast of Thrace, and a canal was
cut through the promontory of Mount Athos, that the
fleet might not again have to male the dangerous
passage round it (p. 58). The place of meeting for
the land forces was Kritalla in Kappadokia. There,
In B.C. 481, the troops of forty-six nations were as-
sembled, perhaps a nullion i number, all dressed
and armed m the manncr of their native countries.
Xeines put himself at than head, and led them to
Sardis for the winter  In the spring of r.c. 480 the
whole host marched to the Heliespont, where the fieet
was waiting for them.  On the heights of Abjdos a
thione of white marble was crected, trom this throne
Xenves Jooked ovar sea and land covaed with his
troops, and gave the order to crossinto lurope.  Ior
suven days and nights s hosts were warching over
the bndge. Then fiom the Helbespont the army
maiched along the cuast of ‘T'nrtace, aad nict the fleet
agam at Dorishus.  Hae the ships wete drawn up on
shore, and the crens and the land aimv were numbered
together.  From Don kus the anmy and fleet passed
on safely to the gulf of I'herma.

22. Congress at Isthmus of Corinth.—Tn the
autumn of 1.c. 481, Sparta and Athens had summoned
the Gieck states to a Congress at the Isthmus of
Counth, to decide upon the best means of defending
Greece.  Deputies came f1iom all the gieat Pelopon-
nesian States eacept Argos and Acheea, and trom
Athens, Thospie, Platzea, and Thessaly  .Lgina was
reconciled to Athens, and jomed the common cause
Argos, out of hatred to Sparta, and Thebes, out of
haued to Athens, favowed the Pusia,, Aciaa 'l
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never acted with Sparta. The Congress sent envoys
to the colonies to ask them to join in the defence of
Greece, but 1n vain. Gelon, tyrant of Syracuse, who
had a greater army than any Greek Siate, refused
to help unless he were given the chief command -
Crete would do nothing : Kerkyra promised to send
ships, but did not mean that they should arnve m
time. Thus it was but a small part of Greece that had
the will and the courage to resist the Persians: and
when we speak of the glory which Greece won by
this war, we must remember that the greater part
of Greece had no share in 1t whatever, but, on the
contrary, did nothing for the cause of Greece. The
credit of the war belongs to Athens, the Pelopon-
nesian league, the hittle Bocotian towns of Platea and
Thespie, and a very few other States. Athens,
though 1t contributed so large a tleet, honourably
allowed Sparta to command both by land and sea, 1n
order that there might be no division  The allics took
an oath to resist to the last, and, if they should be suc-
cessful, to make war upon all Greek States that had
willingly submutted to Persia, and to dedicate a tenth
of the whole spoil to the Delphic god.

23. Tempe.—The Congress had now to decide
how Greece was to be defended. As the Persians had
such an inmense force, the best plan for the Greeks
was, not to fight a pitched battle 1n the open country,
where they would be surrounded, but to meet the
Persians 1n some narrow place, where ten thousand
men would be as good as half a imlhon. Greece 1s so
mountainous a country that sometimes the only way
from one distnict to another 15 a single narrow pass,
and the Congress believed that the Persians could only
enter Greece through the narrow valley of Tempé m
the north of Thessaly. They therefore sent an army
of 10,000 men to Tempe. But on reaching it, the
generals found that there was another road by which
the Persians could get round them, so that 1t would
be useless to post the troops at Tempe. They

c
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returned to the isthmus of Corinth, and the Congress
had to fix on another place.

24. Thermopylae.—In all Thessaly there was no
narrow pass which the Persians had to go through :
but south of Thessaly, at the head of the Malian Gulf
(map, p. 19), their road ran between the mountains
and a swamp which stretched to the sca; and at one
place the swamp came so near the mountain that there
was hardly room for the road to run between. This
is the famous pass of Thermopyle, and heic it was
thought a small army might block the way agamst any
numbei of the enemy, The Spartans were just now
celebrating a religious festival at which all thei citizens
had to appear ; therefore only 3oo Spartans were sent
to Thermopyle, but with them were 1,000 Helots
or more, and about 3,000 heavy-armed men from other
Peloponnesian States. The general was l.eonidas,
king of Sparta.  On their way through Bweotia they
were joined by the little aimy of Thespie, 700 in
number, and a body of Phokians and lokrians met
them at Thermopylx ; so that there were 1n all about
v,000 men. AL the saine time the fleet was posted at
Artenmusium, at the north end of the Eubcean Straits,
to prevent the Persian fleet getting past and landing
men behind the Gieeks at Theimopyle. The fleet
numbered 271 ships, and was commanded by Eury-
Diades, a Spaitan

When lLcomdas reached the pass of Thermopyle,
he found that there was a way over the mountains
by which a body of Persians might cross and attack
him from bchind. He therefoie sent the Phokians
to defend the mountan-road, and made ready for
battle himsell mn the pass. ‘The Persians approached ;
and for fowr days they lay before the pass without
attacking, and were astomshed to see the Sparians
quietly practising gymnastics and combing their long
hair as they did before a fesival.  On the fifth day,
Xerxes ordered an assault, and during the whole of
that day and the next the battle continued, without the
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Persians being ablc to drive back the Greeks. But
on the third day after the fighting began, a native of
the country told Xerxes of the path over the moun-
tain: and at mightfall a strong Persian force was sent
to ascend the path and take the Greeks in the rear.
In the early morning the Phokians heaid a trampling
through the woods. They were unprepared, and
abandoned their post, and the Persians marched on
to descend behind Leomdas. In the course of the
night Leonidas knew what had happened. He saw
that 1f he did not retreat immediately he must be sur-
rounded and perish ; but the law of Sparta forbade
the soldier to leave Iis post, and Leonidas had no fear
of death. He ordered the other troops to retire while
there was yet time, but himself, with his 300 Spartans,
remained to die at his post. The other troops de-
parted, but the 700 Thespians bravely resolved to
stay and die with Leonidas. And now, before the
Persians could descend behind him, Leonidas and his
1,000 men threw themselves upon the host in front.
Leonidas soon fell, but his soldiers fought on until
the Persians who had crossed the mountain were close
at hand. Then, ceasing the attack, they took up their
last position on some nsing ground, to defend them-
selves agamnst the enemy who now surrounded them.
Here all died, fighting bravely to the last.

Thus Leomdas and his Spartans died at their post,
and the Thespians died with them. Their heroic and
voluntary death was not in vain At a moment when
the hearts even of the braver Greeks were wavering,
and men were inclined to forsake the common cause
in order to save themselves, Leonidas gave a splencid
example of constancy and self-sacrifice, and showed
the Greeks how a citizen ought to do his duty.

25. Fleet at Artemisium.—Durnng the three
days of the battle of Thermopyla the Greek and Persian
fleets were also engaged. The Greek fleet had been
posted at Artemisum to prevent the Persian fleet
entering the Straits of Eubcea, and landing troops

c2
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behind Leonidas ; but on its approach they were seized
with a panic, and sailed down the straits to Chalkis,
where the sea is very narrow. At Chalkis they heard
that part of the Persian fleet had been destroyed by
a storm, and they took courage and sailed back to
Artemisium. Presently the Persian fleet came in
sight, and its numbers so terrified the Greeks that they
again prepared to forsake the post. Upon this the
Eubceans, seeing that their only hope lay in the Persians
being kept out of the straits, offered Themistokles
thirty talents (7,000/l) if he could get the fleet to
1emain. By giving part of the money to Eurybiades
and to other commanders, Thenustokles persuaded
them not to retreat. Thus at this great moment the
chiefs of the fleet cared more for bribes than for duty,
and were not ashamed to make money out of the
danger of Greece.

The Persian admiral, when he saw the Greek fleet
at Artemisium, sent oft 200 of his ships to sail round
Liubeea and inclose the Greeks from the south. When
they had gone, the Greeks made a very skilful attack
on the Persians and took thirty vessels. The same
mght a storm arose and entirely destroyed the 200
ships sailing round Eubcea. Next day fifty more
Athcnian ships joined the fleet, and the Greeks again
attacked the Persians and gamned some httle advan-
tage. On the third day the Persians did not wait to be
attacked, but assailed the Greeks fiercely, and fought
an even battle. On the morrow the Greeks heard of
the destruction of the Spartans at Thermopyle. Since
the army of Xerxes had passed Thermopylz, it was of
no use for the fleet to remamn at Artemisium ; they
therefore retired southward down the straits, sailed
1ound Cape Sunium, the end of Attica, and took up
their position off the island of Salimis (map, p. 62).

26, Athens abandoned and destroyed.—
From Thermopyle Xerxes marched upon Athens.
The Spartans, instead of sending an army to defend
Attica, kept the Peloponnesian forces at the Isthmus
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of Corinth; for they cared little what became of
Athens, so long as the Persans were kept out
of Peloponnesus. Forsaken by their allies, the
Athenians had no hope of being able to defend
Athens, and resolved to abandon the town, and to re-
move their wives and children out of Attica to places
of safety. The whole population, men, women, and
children, sorrowfully left their homes, and streamed
down to the sea-shore, carrying what they could with
them. The fieet took them over to Salanis, Aigna,
and Treezéne ; and when Xerxes reached Athens, he
found it silent and deserted. A few poor or desperate
men alone had sefused to depart, and had posted
themselves behind a wooden fortification on the top
of the Acropélis, the fortress and sanctuary of Athens.
And now vengeance was taken for Sardis (p. 50).
The Persians fired the fortifications, stormed the
Acropolis, slaughtered 1its defenders, and burnt every
holy place to the ground. Athens and its citadel
were in the hands of the barbarans: its inhabitants
were scattered, its holy places destroyed. Onc hope
alone remamned to the Athenmans,—the ships which
Themistokles had persuaded them to build.

24. Battle of Salamis.—As Xerxes advanced
from Thermopyle to Athens, his fleet had sailed along
the coast, and was now anchoring off Athens, in the
bay of Phalérum (September, B.c. 480.) The Greek
fleet lay a few miles off in the strait between Attica
and Salanus (map, p. 62); more ships had jomed
it, raising the number to 366. Among the Greehs
everything was 1 uncertainty. The Peloponnesian
captains wished to retreat to the isthmus, 1 orde:
to act with the land army. Eurybiades was un-
decided. Themistokles knew that if the fleet once
left Salamis it would break up altogether, and was
resolved, by whatever means, to have the battle
fought where they were. He argued with Eury-
biades and the Peloponnesian commanders ; he made
them hold council after council; he threatened to
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deprive them of the 200 Athevian ships if they left

mis ; and at last, when he saw all against him, he
sent word secretly to Xerxes that the Greeks would
escape if he did not attack them immediately. Early
next morning, while 1t was still dark, the commanders
were again assembled in council, when Themistokles
was called out by a stranger. It was the exile Aris-
tides, who, in the ruin and distress of Athens, had come
to serve those who had bamished him, and had made
his way through the Persian flcet in the darkness to tell
the Greek commanders that they were surrounded.
Aristides was brought in to the council and declared
it to be true. When day broke, the Greeks saw the
enemy’s ships facing them all along the narrow strait,
and stretching far away on the right and left, cutting
off all escape. Behind the Persian ships the Persian
army was drawn up along the shore of Attica, and a
thione was set in their midst, from which Xerxes sur-
veyed the battle. The Persian fleet advanced, and
the Greeks, seized with terror, pushed backwards to-
wards the shore. But there was no possibility of re-
treat, and they presently gained heart and advanced.
The flects closed. Vessel crashed against vessel. In
single encounters the ships and crews of Greece were
seen overpowering their antagonists ; and when once
the Greeks prevailed, the numbers of the Persian ships
wete their run.  They wete jammed together in the
narrow space. Beaten and disabled ships prevented
others from coming into action. Two hundred were
destroyed under the eyes of Xerxes, and the rest, to
escape ruin, fled out of the straits. By sunset the
battle was over, and the Greeks prepared to renew the
fight on the motrow.

28. Retreat of Xerxes.—DBut the heart of Xerxes
sank. Though he had still 8co ships, he could bear
the war no longer. He left 300,000 of his best troops
in Greece with Mardonius, and himself, with the rest
of the army, returned to Asia the way he had come.
Fearing that the Greeks would break down the bridges
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over the Hellespont, he sent hiswhole fleettoguard them
till his arrval.  On the march back !through Thrace,
thousands of lus army perished of hunger and disease.

29. Victory in Sicily.—On the same day that the
battle of Salamis was fought, another gieat victory
was gained by men of Greek 1ace against an invading
army. Kaithage (p. 35) had united with Persia to de-
stroy Greece ; and animmense Karthagiman army laid
siege to Himéian the north of Sicily. Gelo, the tyrant
of Syracuse, marched with §0,000 men to the relief of
Himera, and dealt the Karthaginans such a blow that
Greece was freed from all danger in that quarter.

30. Battle of . Platza (B C. 479).— Mardonius
and his army passed the winter quietly in Thessaly, for
the northein Giecks were sull obedient to the Deisians.
When summer came he maiched into Attica. The
Athenians had come Dback to then ruined homes
after the battle of Salamis, and the aity was partly
icbwmlt.  They expected help fiom Sparta on the
approach of Mardonius, but none came ; and Athens
was a second time abandoned and destioyed. At
length the Spartans put forth all their stiength.  They
summoned the land-forces of all the allies, and an
aimy of 110,000 men marched agamnst Mardomus,
under Pausanias, the guardian of Leomdas’ young son.
(Sept. B.C. 479.) Mardonius had lus head-quarters in
Thebes, and the Thebans, out of hatred to Athens,
saved zealously 1in the Persian army. Pausamas
marched nto Bceotia, and for ten days the armies
faced one another near Plateea. On the eleventh day
the Greeks could get no more water. The braver cap-
tains were impatient for battle ; but Pausanias dared
not attack the Persians where they stood, and gave
orders at mghtfall to fall back on a better position.
The movement threw the Greek aimy nto disorder,
and its three divisions were widely separated from one
another. The next morning Mardonius, secing that the
Greeks had retreated, ordered an attack. The Spartans
and Tegeans (p. 26) fionted the main body of the Persian
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army ; the Athenians were at some distance on their left ;
and the third division of the Greeks had retreated
too far to take part in the battle. The Persians
advanced to within bowshot, and, fixing their wooden
shields hke a palisade in front of them, poured flights
of arrows upon the Spartans. It was the custom of
the Spartans before beginning a battle to offer sacri
fice, and to wait for an omen, or sign from heaven, n
the offering  Even now, as the arrows fell, Pausanias
offered sacrifice. The omens were bad, and he dared
not advance The Spartans knelt behind their shields,
but the arrows picrced them, and the bravest men
died sorrowfully, lamenting not for death but because
they died without striking a blow for Sparta. In his
distress Pausanias called on the goddess Hera: while
he was still praying the Tegeans advanced, and in-
stantly the omens changed. Then the Spartans threw
themselves upon the enemy. The pahsade went
down, and the Asatics, laying aside therr bows,
fought desperately with javelins and daggers. But
they had no metal armour to defend them ; and the
Spartans, with their lances fixed and their shields
touching one another, bore down everything before
them. The Persians turned and fled to therr fortified
camp. The Spartans assaulted 1t, but they were
unskilful 1n attaching fortifications, and the Persians
kept them at bay till the Athenians came up victorious
over the Thebans (p. 71). Then the camp was stormed,
and the micerable crowds who had been driven nto 1t
were cut to Jicces. No victory was ever more complete:
the Persian army was totally destroyed, and the in-
vasion at an end. Out of the immense spoil a tenth
was given to the gods. 'The prnze of valour was ad-
judged to the Platweans, they weie charged with the duty
of preserving the tombs of the slain, and Pausamias,
by solemn oaths, declared their ternitory, mn which the
battle had been fought, to be sacred ground for ever.
31. Battle of Myk&l&.—On the same day that the
battle of Platea destroyed the invaders of Greece,
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a battle on the coast of Asia Minor put an end to
the rule of Persia in Ionia. The Greek fleet had
crossed to Asia, and met the Persian fleet at Mykile,
near Miletus. The Persian admiral would not fight
by sea: he landed his crew, and hanled his ships
ashore, and united with a Persian army on the land.
The Greeks, who were mostly Athemans, were as
ready to fight by land as by sea; they attacked the
encmy on the beach, and not only gained a complete
victory, but set fire to the Persian ships and destroyed
them.  The®Iomans, who had been made to serve
with the Persians, went over to the Greeks during the
battle ; and from that time Ioma was fice

32. What saved Greece.—Thus the Persians,
who had conquered so great an empire, were com-
Pletely beaten by a small part of Greece. We must
allow that this was paitly owing to the mistakes of
the Perstan commanders, and many things m the
war did httle credit to Greece. Many of the
States submitted too easily to Xerxes ; some were
on his side from the first even in those which fought
the most resolutely there was generally a party
ready to submit to Persia (p 60). As a rule the
Greeks thought too much about themsclves and too
little about the common cause. Spaita, though she
dealt the death-blow at Platxca, had been slow and
untrustworthy as the leader of Gieece. But a State
could hardly display greater courage, enteiprise, and
resolution, than Athens did from the beginning to
the end of the war. It was the energy of Athens,
and the habit of the Pcloponnesian States to act 1n
union under Sparta, that made Ewopean Gieece so
much harder to conquet than Ionia.

CHAPTER V.

THE EMPIRE OF ATHENS AND THE PELOPONNESIAN
WAR.

1. Walls round Atiiens and Pireeus.—Aiter
the battle of Platzea the inhabitants of Athens retumed
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to their ruined homes, and for the second time rebuilt
the city (p. 71). Instead of rebuilding their old wall,
however, Themistokles persuaded them to build one
of much gieater circuit, so that, in case of war, the
country-people might bring their goods and take refuge
within it.  The neighbouning States, especiaily Agina
and Corinth, were jealous of the power oi Athens;
and when they saw the strong fortification Themis-
tokles was making, they stired up the Spartans to
interferc and put a stop to it. But by a trick of
Themistokles the Spattans were kept “fiom doing
anything until the wall had nsen high enough to be
defended. It was then too late for the Spaitans to
interfere, and they had to conceal their anger. The
wall round Athens was finished, and a sull stronger
one was built round Pnzus (p. 63).

2. Pausanias.—The battle of Mykale had freed
Toma, but many places on the coast of Asia Minor
and Thrace were still held by the Persians. The chief
of these was Byzantium, now Constantinople.  So
long as By zantium belonged to the Persians, they could
send out fleets from its harbour to injure Greek ship-
ping, and could casily invade Europe agamn. The
Greeks therefore laid siege to Byzantium, under the
command of Pausamas. The city was taken, and
some kinsmen of Xerxes fell mnto the hands of the
Greeks.  And now Pausamias formed a treacherous
plan. In the conquered camp at Platxa and in By-
zantium he had scen the splendour of Persian princes ;
and as he found out more about Persia, he saw how
insignificant Sparta and all the Greek States were in
wealth and size when compared with a great eastern
kingdom. He grew discontented, and thought that he
might make hmself a great hing hike the kings of the
east. Therefore, when Byzantum was taken, he re-
leased the kmsmen of Xeraes unharmed, and sent
Xerxes a letter asking for lus daughter in marnage,
and offering to bring all Greece under the empire of
Persia. He began to behave as if he were ahieady a
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Satrap, living in Persian luxury, and insulting the
Greeks who served under him. A report of his
treason reached Sparta, and he was summoned home.
Upon this the lonians serving n the fleet, who had
been provoked by the insolence of Pausanias, invited
the Athenian commandets to put themselves at the
head of the Grecian navy in place of Sparta. The
Athemans did so, and when the successor of Pausanias
arnved from Sparta, he found that nobody would obey
him, and returned home.

3. Confederacy of Delos (B C. 477).—During
the Persian invasion Sparta had been acknowledged
as leader of Gregce by all the States which fought
(p- 65); but henceforward there were two great
Leagues, one headed by Sparta, and one Dby Athens.
The Peloponnesian States continued to follow Sparta ;
the 1slands and many towns on the coast of Asia Minor
and Thrace jomed the new League under Athens.
This League was called the Confedcay of Delos,
because 1ts deputies met at the temple of Apollo in
the 1sland of Delos, and its treasure was kept there.
The object of the League was to keep the Persians
out of the /Egran Sea. Each aty contnibuted yearly
a ceitan number of wai-ships with their crews, or
a certain sum of moncy ; and the man chosen to
fix what cach should contribute was the upright Aris-
tides, who then commanded the Athenian fleet (p. 63).
There were from the first two great difterences between
the Spartan and Athenian Leagues. The States in
alliance with Sparta contributed land troops, those mn
albance with Athens contributed ships; and again,
Sparta encouraged olgaichical governments every-
where, Athens encouraged demociatical governments.
Thus in the same city the party of the nobles was often
in favour of Sparta, the paity of the common people
in favour of Athens. The great mistake 1n the Con-
federacy of Delos was that some of the States werce
allowed to contribute money nstead of ships and
men. From this it came about that other States,
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which had originally contributed ships, arranged to
contribute money instead, in order to avoid the trou-
ble and danger of naval service. This made them the
subjects instead of the free allies of Athens. So long
as they kept up therr ships they had the means of de-
fendig themselves if Athens did them wrong ; but when
they sent moncy nstead of ships, they lost all control
over Athens, and the money became like a tribute to
Athens instead of the common property of the League.
In couise of time the meetings of the deputies ceased -
the treasure-hou.se was removed from Delos to Athens
(B.c. 459), and a great part of the money was spent in
paying the Athemans for attending to public affairs,
and m making Athens beautiful. This change came
about gradually ; at first the smaller States had no
reason to complun of Athens. The war was con-
tinued against Persia ; the places which Persia still
held round the /Egxean Sea were conquered one after
another; and n B c. 466, Kimon, the Athenian gene-
ral, gained a double victory over the Persians by land
and by sca, at the mouth of the mer Eurymédon,
on the south coast of Asia Mmor The first signs
of discontent with Athens appeared mn this same
year: Naxos (p. 58) revolted fiom the League, and
was forced to join 1t again.

4. Pausanias,—Pausanias, when he reached Sparta
(p. 75), was tried for treason, but not condemned. He
returned to Asia Minor, and tried to persuade some
of the States thcie to join him in his plans. The
Spartans again made him return ; and now he began
to plot with the Iielots for overthrowing the govern
ment of Sparta. At last the ephors (p. 23) contrived
to overhear him speaking to one of his slaves, and what
they heard convinced them of his treason. He took
refuge in a temple, and was starved to death (B c. 467)

5. Themistokles,—The ephors discovered that
Themistokles was mixed up with the treason of Pau-
sanias. With all his wonderful powers of mind, The-
mistokles had little feeling of honour, He had never
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cared whether what he did was upright or not, so long
as it gained his end ; and when the war was over he
had used his great power to extort money for himself
from the weaker States. His injustice and his boast-
fulness made him hated at Athens, and in Bc 471 he
was ostrakised, and went to lhive at Argos. When he
found that his share in the tieason of Pausanias was
discovered, he fled, and made hus way through many
dangers to Susa, the capital of the Persian empire,
Xerxes was just dead, and his son Artaxerxes was
king. Themstokles wrote a letter to king Artaxerxes,
saying that though he had done more than any man
to injure Xerxcs, he could do services to Persia that
should be equafly great. The hing gladly received
him, and gave him great wealth It was expected
that Themistokles, who never failed 1n whac he under-
took, would enable the Persians to conquer Gieece: but
he died without attempting 1t. He died an exile anda
Persian hwreling, because he had set moncy and power
above justice and the love of country: but never wasa
little State made mnto a great one more truly by a
single man than Athens by Themistokles.

6. Parties at Athens. — When the Athenians
abandoned their country (p 69), all able-bodied citi-
zens, rich and poor alike, had served on board the
fleet at Salamis. The share which the poor people had
in winning that great victory made them consider that
they had done as much for Athens as the 1ich, and
that they ought not to be kept out of the offices of
the State, as they were by the present constitution
(Pp. 41, 45). Anstides, the head of the party of the nich
and noble, which trnied to keep to old ways (p. 63),
saw that the coustitution would have to be changed,
and proposed the change himself, 1n oider to keep
more hasty people from taking 1t into their hands.
From this time the poorest citizen might be elected to
the archonships or other offices, and Athens was
more a democracy than before (p. 47). After the
death of Aristides (B.c. 468), the leader of the party
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of the nobles was Kimon, son of Miltiades, a good
general and a very honest man. He and his followers
were very friendly to Sparta, and wished that Athens
and Sparta, with their leagues, should unite to carry on
war against Persia, and do no harm to one another.
7. Perikles.—The leader of the opposite paity was
Perikles, a noble of the Alkmzeonid clan.  Peiikles
thought that everything in Athens had changed so
much since the beginning of the Persian wars, that
what was the right government some years back could
not be the right government now. Athens was then
a little quiet inland town. Its citizens were mostly
small farmers, who only came mto the city occasionally
(p- 43), and might well leave State affairs to wealthier
men, if they could keep their crops ott of the hands ot
the usurer. Now, Athens was a great commercial city ;
a new town had sprung up on the sea (p. 63), thronged
with enterprising, quick-witted traders; its merchant-
ships were in cvery port of Greece; its navy had
proved itsclf the strongest power in the world ; it was
at the head of a league that covered the Aigaan Sea.
Athens had become a ruling city, and Perikles
thought that 1ts citizens ought to be a race capable
of ruling both themselves and their empire. He
thought that the commoncst citizen might be made
inteligent and sensible by education, by attending to
the speeches made in the Assembly, by practice asa
juryman in trials, and by sharing in the daily life of
his fellow-citizens, who had almost every kind of talent
among them. Hec thought, too, that the great mass of
citizens, if guided by wise statesmen, would form a
better judgment on what was good for Athens than
the small body of the nobles or the rich. He had no
confidence that the nobles either wished to keep Athens
in its new greatuess or understood how todo so  Their
love for past times seemed to him rather a drawback
than an advantage, and their regard for Sparta dan-
gerous to Athens. He saw clearly that Sparta would
always be the jealous enemy of Athens ; and though
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he had no desire to hurry on a war, he knew that Ki-
mon’s attempt to keep on good terms with Sparta must
fail, and he wished Athens to make itself as strong as
possible before the conflict should break out.

8. Changes at Athens.—Kimon and his partyhad
at first the upper hand. About B.C. 462 there was an
earthquake 1n Sparta, and the Helots revolted. Sparta,
in great danger, begged help of Athens, and Kimon
persuaded the people to send him with a large force
to help the Spartans. Butafter some time the Spartans
suspected that the Athenian troops were playing them
false, and sent them away. This insult exasperatcd
the Athenians against Sparta. Kimon, the fiiend of
Sparta, lost all his power, and the party of Perikles
carried everything before them. They took from the
Areopagus, in which the nobles were so powerful
(p. 41), the right of forbidding new laws, and of
mterfering with the catizens ; and they carried a
measure giving regular pay to the citizens for attend-
ing the Assembly and for serving on juries, 1n order that
poor men might be willing to give up therr time to
it, and the whole busmess of the State be more than
cver conducted by the citizens themsclves. The
allance with Sparta was broken off, and an alliance
made with Argos, the enemy of Sparta. Kimon
himself was ostrakised © c. 459.

9. Wars.—The Athenians also made alliance with
Megara, because in the mountams of Megara 1t would
be easier for them to resist an army coming from Pelo-
ponnesus. Upon thus Corinth and Agina declared war
with Athens. ‘The Athenians gained a naval victory,
and blockaded /Egma. At the same time the Athe-
nians had a lirge army in Egypt fighting against the
Persians ; and the Comnnthians, knowing that all the
Athenian troops were occupied, invaded Megara
(B.C. 458). The “Dboys and old men,”—that is, the citi-
zens who were at home because they were too young
or too old to be serving in the army,—maiched
out from Athens and completely defeated the
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Corinthians. Part of an inscription still remains which
gives the names of the Athenians who were killed in
battle in this year. In this one year they were fight-
ing 1 Cyprus, in Egypt, in Pheenicia, in Megara, and
off Aigina and the coast of Peloponnesus. It was
their triumph over the Persians that filled the Athe-
man people with this wonderful spirit and enterprise.
They felt as if nothng was too difficult for them.

10. Boeotia.—Most of the towns of Beeotia were
united in a League of wlich Thebes was the head.
Plataza had always struggled to get free from the League,
aud had at last succceded, Ly allying itself with
Athens (p. 59). This, together with other causes, made
Thebes the bitterest enemy of Athens The govern-
ment of Thebes was oligarchical, and it could only
mamntain the League Dby establishing oligarchical
povernments 1n the other towns (p. 75). To assist
the Thebans in domg this, a Spartan army was sent
into Beeotia (B.c. 457), and the ohgarchical party in
Athens took the occasion to make a conspiracy with
Sparta. The Spartan army was to surprise Athens on
its march back from Beeotia, and to give the govern-
ment to the nobles. But the Athemans discovered the
conspiracy, and sent out an ariny to meet the Spartans.
A Dbattle was fought at Tanigra, and though the
Athenians were beaten, the Spartans did not dare to
enter Athens. Two months afterwards the Athenians
marched into Bweotia, defeated the Thebans, and over-
threw the oligarchies n all the Beeotian towns, establish-
mg demociacies n their place. These democracies
were really like subjects of Athens, and 1n Phokis and
Lokits the state of affairs was much the same , so that
the Athenians now 1n fact governed as far as Ther-
mopyle. In b.c. 455 Agina was taken, and made to
pay tubute.

11. Long Walls.——-Two great walls were now
made, running the whole distance between Athens and
Pirceus,—a distance of more than four miles—
about two hundred yards apart from one another.
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These walls immensely increased the power of
Athens, for they made it impossible for any land
army to surround Athens so as to deprive it of
food. As long as these walls were not taken, there
was a safe passage between Athens and Pireeus ; and
the Athenians, unless they lost their command of the
sed, could bring food to Pireus in ships, from which
it could be safely carmed to Athens between the
walls, even if an army surrounded Athens on the
land side. In BcC. 452 a truce was made with Sparta
for five years, and the power of Athens was now at
its height.  But in BC 447 the nobles of the Beeotian
towns, who had Deen driven out by the Athenians, re-
covered their power, and defeated the Athenians at
Coronéa. The Athenians lost all control over Baeotia,
Phokis, and Lokrns, and at the same moment Eubaea
and Megara revolted. The five years’ truce was
finished, and the Spartans invaded Attica. Athens
was 1 great danger, but was saved by Pcuikles, who
bribed the Spartan leaders to retreat, and subdued
‘uboea  Decace was made with Sparta for thirty years
(B.c. 445), Athens giving up all control over Beeotia
and the other States on the mainland, so that its
subjects and alhies were now entirely marntime (p. 75).
About the same time the war with Persia ended.

12. Athens under Perikles.—For the next ten
years Pcrikles, holding the office of Strategus, directed
cverything at Athens. He did not place himself
above the laws, ke a tyrant, and make the people
obey him by force , but, remaining a simple citizen, he
was able to rule the people through his eloquence and
his wisdom, and above all through the perfect nobleness
of lus character In making Athens treat her allies
like subjects, and in giving the citizens pay for attend-
ing to public business, he was no doubt wrong ; and
he was mustaken mn thinking that the people might be
tiusted to follow a wise leader m preference to a
foolish one. But no man ever devoted his hfe
wore high-mudedly, and with less thought of self,
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to the service of his country; and for this, and for
the great wisdom and success of his management
generally, and still more for the noble idea which he
had of raising all Athenian citizens to intelhgence and
good taste, Perikles 1s often considered the finest of
all Greek statesmen One part of the work of Perkles
will never be out of date  The best men in England
and other frec countries in our own day have the same
feeling as Penkles had towards the people Like
Perikles, they wish to sec the whole people, poor as
well as rich, taking their fair share 1n the goveinment,
and interested 1n what goes on in the State ; and they
believe that the happiness of a country will depend
more than anything else upon the education and im-
provement of the people. The means by which
Perikles tried to mmprove the people were not thosc
which we are used to in England, such as schools and
clubs for helping one another, but they were those
which scemed most natural to a Greck. More than
any man Penikles gnve to the Athemans that love of
knowledge, of poetry, and of ait, which remained to
them when therr military greatness was gone, and
which, morc than its militaty greatness, has made
Athens of service to mankind. He did not give the
people book learning, for hittle book-learning existed
mn those days, but he tried to wake up all their facul-
ties by making their daily hfe bright and active instead
of dull and hstless, and by giving as much interest and
nobleness as possible to the things 1n which the whole
people joined, such as the worship of the gods and the
public amusements. Under his guidance, the temples
and statues of the gods, which helped to give the
Greeks therr idea of the gods, were made grand, beau-
tiful, and calm. Pictures were painted mn public
places of the actions of the gods on behalf of Athens,
and of the greatest events in Atheman history.
Plays, written by great poets, were performed at the
cost of the State in a large open building before multi-
tudes of people: the serious ones, called Tragedies,
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represented some sorrowful story of the heroes; the
amusing ones, called Comedaes, often had to do with
present affairs. These plays not only gave the people
pleasure, and helped to make them dishke coarse and
stupid entertainments, but set them thinking, just as
reading a book does now. The earliest great tragic
poet was Aschylus, who fought at the battle of Mara-
thon. His plays are very solemn ; theie are very few
characters, and they speak in a very statcly way. The
next, Sophdcles, put more action into lus plays, and
made his characters act and speak more hke 1eal
human beings After him came Eunpides, the most
tender of all the tragic poets. The greatest comc
poet, rather later than this, was Aristophines, whose
plays are still most amusing. He dishiked the changes
that had been made at Athens, and laughed at the
new-fashioned statesmen. The study of nature was
also beginning at Athens It had been going on for
some time in Ionia (p. 49), but Athens was fast be-
coming the mecting-place for all the clevelest men
in Greece. The ordinaty Athenians, however, thought
1t wicked to study natuie, because they believed, for
instance, that the sun was a god. An Ionian named
Anaxagdras, the friend and teacher of Perikles, nar-
rowly escaped being put to death because he said that
the sun was made of stones, like the earth. Thus
the search for knowledge was only now beginning 1
Athens, and the people were still superstitious; but
the poetry and the art of the time of Perikles have
been a model of beauty to mankind ever smce.

13. Contrast of Athens and Sparta.—While
Penkles was adorning Athens, Sparta remained like a
plain village, without public buildings (p. 21) ; and the
contrast in the hife of the Spartans and of the Athe-
niaus was as great as the contrast in the appearance
of the two cities. The life of the Athenians was full
of variety : quickness and enterprise had become part
of their nature. The Spartans, on ihe contrary, kept
to their rough military life and their old-fashioned
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rules. They had little education, and thonght of little
beyond making themselves steady soldiers.

14. Peloponnesian War.—In B.C. 431 the war
broke out between Athens and the Peloponnesian
League, which, after twenty-seven years, ended in the
ruin of the Athenian empire. It began through a
quarrel between Corinth and Kerkyra, in which Athens
assisted Kerkyra. A congress was held at Sparta;
Corinth and other States complained of the conduct
of Athens, and war was decided on. The real cause
of the war was that Sparta and 1its allies were jealous
of the great power that Athens had gammed. A far
greater number of Greek States were engaged in this
war than had ever been engaged 1n a single under-
taking before. States that had taken no part in the
Persian war were now fighting on one side or the
other. Sparta was an oligarchy, and the friend of
the nobles everywhere ; Athens was a democracy, and
the friend of the common people ; so that the war was
to some extent a struggle between these classes all
over Giecce, and often within the same city walls the
nobles and the people attacked one another, the
nobles being for Sparta, and the people for Athens

15. Powers of Athens and Sparta.—On the
side of Sparta, when the war began, there was all Pclo-
ponnesus except Argos and Achaa, and also the
ohgarchical Beeotian League under Thebes (p. 8o),
besides Phokis, Lokris, and other States west of them.
They were very strong by land, but the Corinthians
alone had a good fleet. Later on we shall see
the powerful State of Syracuse (p. 35), with its navy,
acting with Sparta. On the side of Athens there were
almost all the Aigaan islands, and a great number of
the Aigean coast towns, as well as Kerkyra and certain
States 1n the west of Gieece. The Athenians had also
made alliance with Sitalkes, the barbarian king of the
interior of Thrace. Athens was far stronger by sea
than Sparta, but had not such a strong land army.
On the other hand it had a large treasure, and a
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system of taxes, while the Spartan League had little or
no money. In character the Athenians had the ad-
vantage, for they were ready for anything, and made the
most of every chance, while the Spartans weie slow,
and would not change their ways. But Sparta had a
gicat superionty 1n this, that its allies were acting
with a good will, while many of the so-called allies of
the Athemans were really not their alhes at all, but
their subjects : and in almost every city, though the
common people were usually in favour of Athens, the
nobles were eager to rise agamnst her. The Spartans
gave out that they made war in order to break down
the tyranny of Athens and to restore freedom to
all Greek States.

16. Plans of Perikles and of Sparta.—As
Sparta was much stronger by land, and Athens by sea,
Perikles advised the Athenians never to fight a battle
by land, but, when the Spartans mmvaded Attica, to
take refuge within Athens and to allow the Spartans to
ravage the country The long walls would enable the
Athemans to import their food by sea, so that the
destruction of the crops would be of httle matter;
and they could do morc harm to Sparta than Spaita
could do to them, by making sudden descents by
sea upon places in Peloponnesus. This was how
Perikles wished to carry on the war, and he advised
the Athemans to be content with keeping ther
empire over the islands, and not to attempt great
conquests on the manland or in distant places. The
Spartans, on the other hand, hoped to exhaust the Athe-
mans by ravaging their country year after year, and to
deprive them of the money which they 1eceived in
tubute, by persuading therr subjects 1o revolt

17. Invasions of Attica. Plaguc.- [u the
summer of B.C. 431 the Spartans invaded Attica and
destroyed the crops, but no battle was fought. The
next year they again invaded 1t ; and when the people
were crowded within the walls of Athens, a plague
broke out, which killed great numbers. The strength
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of Athens was only reduced for the moment ; but it is
probable that the plague affected the whole future his-
tory of Athens by destroying many of the men who
had been trained by Penkles, and who, at his death,
would have kept the State in the wise course which
Perikles had laid down for 1t. ‘The Spartans invaded
Attica again in three out of the next five years.

18. Death of Perikles.—Pernklesdied in B ¢ 429.
Some time before his death the Athemans had turned
agamst him and unjustly condemned him to pay a fine ;
but they repented, and Penkles was again set at the
head of the State  After his death there was no man hke
him in Athens. Demagogues arose (Snuaywyds—Sijpoc,
people, ieyuryog, leader), men who, without real know-
ledge, set themselves up as the leaders of the people
and got on by making effective speeches  Perikles had
often withstood the people, and told them fearlessly
when they were wrong. The demagogues, on the other
hand, depended on the favour ot the people, and said
what they thought the people would like to hear The
chief of them was Kleon, a tanncr. The nobles, for
their part, had clubs, through which they tried to keep
the direction of the State in their own hands; and
the demagogues werc like the natural leaders of
the people agamnst these clubs of the nobles.

19. Siege of Plateea (B.c 429-427).—In the third
year of the war, the Spartan king, Archidimus, laid siege
to Plataa with a large army, 1n spite of the oath taken
by Pausanias (p 72), because Platrea had always resisted
the attempts of Thebes to govern the Doeotian towns,
and allied 1tself with Athens for protection against
Thebes. The garnson consisted of only 400 Platxcans
and 8o Athemans; but they made so good a de-
fence that Aichidamus gave up all hope of taking
the town by storm, and bwlt a double wall round
it, in order to take it by fammme. When the siege
had been going on for more than a year, and
provisions were running short, part of the garrison
resolved to break their way out through the Spartans,
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In the middle of a stormy winter’s night they stole
out of the town gate, carrying ladders with them, and
came up to the Spartan wall unperceived. They set
their ladders to the wall and mounted 1t, surprised
and killed the Spartan sentinels on the top of the
wall, and escaped through the very midst of the Spar-
tans, with the exception of a single man who was
taken prisoner. This brave act enabled the rest of
the garnison to hold out for some time longer; but at
last their food came to an end, and they had to sur-
render. The Spartans put them all to death, in order
to please the Thebans,and razed the town to the ground.

20. Phormio’s Victories. — In the west of
Greece both the Athemans and the Peloponnesians had
allies After the revolt of the Helots, in B ¢. 462 (p. 49),
the Athenians had settled a body of Messenian exiles,
the bitterest enemies of Sparta, at Naupaktus, at the
mouth of the Cormthian Gulf; and the harbour of
Naupaktus enabled an Atheman fleet to Le kept in
these waters. Further west, Akarnania was 1n
alliance with Athens, Amprakia with Sparta. The
Spartans planned an expedition against Akarnania
both by land and sea. The land attack failed ; and
Phormio, the commander of the Atheman flcet at
Naupaktus, gained two most striking victories ovel
the Peloponnesians by sea. In the first battle
Phornuo, with twenty ships, beat the Peloponnesians
with forty-seven; in the second the Peloponnesians
had seventy-seven, and Phormio oniy twenty, as before.
Phormio won the first battle by moving his ships about
quichly: he was an eacellent commander, and the
Athenian crews were so well trained that they could
do things of which the Pcloponnesians had no 1dea.
Accordingly in the second battle the Peloponne-
sians tried to drive Phormio close ashoie, where lus
skill would be of no avail. Nine of lus ships were thus
cut off from the sea, and were beaten ; but the other
eleven escaped into the harbour of Naupaktus, and,
turning suddenly round upon the victorious and
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pursuing Peloponnesian fleet, beat its divisions one
after the other, capturing six ships, and rescuing those
of their own nine which had been captured in the first
part of the battle (8.c. 429).

Revolt of Mytiléné —In n.c. 428 the island
of Lesbos, with its chief place, Mytiléng, revolted from
Athens. The Athenians blockaded Myulene by land
and sea, and the Spartans were slow n sending help.
Mytilene surrendered, and Kleon persuaded the Athen-
ians to send an order that every grown-up man should
be put to death. Next day the Athenians repented
of their cruclty, and another order was sent off, which
arrived just in time to save the Mytilenéans. Still the
Athenians had a thousand of them killed.

22. Demosthénés.—The Messenians at Nau-
paktus persuaded Demosthénés, an Athenian general,
to mnvade a territory of the AEtolians, their neigh-
bours and enemies. Demosthenes, who was very
bold and adventurous, hoped not only to conquer
ZEtolia, but to go on marching castward, and reduce
all the country along the north of the Corinthian
Gulf between Naupaktus and Attica. But the land
of the Etolians proved too rugged for an army to
cross, and Demosthenes had to turn back, after
losing a considerable number of men. Soon, how-
ever, he made full amends for his error; for, when
the Spartans and Amprakiots again attacked Akar-
nania by land, Demosthenes dealt the Amprakiots
one of the most ruinous defcats known in Greek
history, and forced the Spartans to give up the war
in that district (B C. 420).

3. Sphakteria.—Soon after this, Demosthenes
selzed and fortified the promontory of Pylus on the
west coast of Mcssenia, in order to 1avage the country
and excite the Helots to 1cvolt (B.c. 425). The Spar-
tans in consequence laid siege to Pylus, and placed
some of their troops on an 1sland called Sphakteria,
close to Pylus. But a large Athenian fleet came to the

help of Demosthenes, and drove the Spartan ships
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ashore, so that the troops on the island of Sphakteria
had no means of getting off again, and were caughtin a
trap. Among them were many of the noblest Spar-
taus, and there was no possibility of rescuing them
from the island. So great was the dismay caused by
this at Sparta, that the ephors tried to make peace
with Athens: but the Athenians, persuaded by Kleon,
asked unreasonable terms. Kleon was now made
general himself, and had the glory of bringing the
Spartans on the island prisoners to Athens, although
the work was really done by Demosthenes. Their
surrender greatly lowered the fame of Sparta, for it
had hitherto been believed that Spartan soldiers would
rather die than surrender. Soon afterwards the Athe-
nians, under Nikias, conquercd the 1sland of Kythéra,
off the south-east end of Peloponnesus Possessing this,
they could ravage the Spartan coast at their pleasure.

24. Massacres at Kerkyra.—The nobles of
Kerkyra, which was a democracy, conspired to put
down the demociacy, and break off the allance with
Athens (p. 84). They killed the leaders of the people,
and seized on the arscnal and the docks. But the people
attacked and defeated them, and for seven days the
city was given up to vengeance and bloodshed.  Five
hundred of the nobles, however, escaped, and fortified
ahill outside thetown  There they were blockaded by
the people, whom the Athemans assisted, and they sur-
rendered on condition of being sent to trial at Athens.
Instead of thus they were all murdered. This 1s the
worst instance of the furious hatred which the war
caused between the parties of the nobles and the
people in the Greek aties

25. Baeotia and Thrace. Brasidas. — The
success of the Athemans at Sphakteria filled them
with unreasonable pride; and they now thought of
regaining the power on the mamland which they had
possessed between B.C. 457 and B.C. 447 (p. 81), and
which Perikles had advised them not to attempt to
recover. They accordingly invaded Boeotia (B.C.
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424), but were completely defeated in the battle of
Declhum, At the same time a Spartan general,
named Brasidas, marched mnto Thrace and per-
suaded Amphipdlis and other coast-towns to revolt
fiom Athens. Brasidas was far more than an ordi-
nary Spartan soldier. He had none of the usual
Spartan slowness and fear of change. He was swift
and daring ; and not only tlus, but he had the power
of making men trust and love him. Unlike most of
the Spartans (p. 83), he was an eloquent speaker;
and his words no less than s deeds excited the
Thracian towns to rise against Athens. The loss of
these towns, together with the defeat at Delum,
turned the tide of wai agamst the Athenians, which
had hitherto been in then favour. Kleon was sent to
1ecover Amphipolis. There he encountered Brasidas,
and both Brasidas and Klcon were killed (B.c. 422).
26. Peace of Nikias.—Kleon had been the
leader of the party most zcalous for war, and his
death made pcace possible. Peace was made in B.c.
421, cach side agreeing to give up their prisoners and
the places they had taken in the war. The Athenians,
however, were allowed by the Spaitans to keep certain
places which had surrendered to them and had not
been taken by force. This conduct of Sparta gave
such offence to the Cormnthians and other States, from
whom these places had been taken, that they refused
to acknowledge the peace. On the other hand, the
Athenians did not get back Amphipolis.  The peace
is named after Nikias, the Athenan general, who had
the chief share n making it. The Spartans had
gained nothing by the war, and the empire of Athens,
except for the loss of Amphipolis, was as strong as ever.
27. Alkibiddes, Mantinéa.—The head of the
party who were opposed 1o peace, and wished to
mahe new conquests, was now Alkibiades. Alki-
biades was a young noble, very clever and daring,
but bent only on making a great figure in the world.
Owing to his cleverness and his good looks he had



v.] ALKIBIADES. o1

been so spoilt and flattered that nothing could control
him. If he liked to do a thing, he did it, without the
least regard for the law. The mmpudence with which
he told lies and deceived people n order to gain
his ends almost passes belief.  But s gemus gave
him great power over the Athemans, and the events
now coming were due to his advice. Some of the
Peloponnesian States, 1n then discontent with Sparta,
were making a new League, with Argos at 1ts head :
Alkibiades persuaded the Athenians to join the League
with Argos, and Athens now began to mtufeie with
the aflans of the Peloponncsian States  ‘T'he peace
with Sparta was soon broken, and the Athemans
jomed the Argives in invading A1kadia. At Mantinéa
the Spartan king Agis met them and defeated them m
a great battle, which broke up the Argive League, and
restored the power and fame of Spaita (B . 418).

28. Melos.—The 1sland of Mclos was now almost
the only Agean island not subject to Athens. The
Athenians, without any pretence of night, except that
Melos was necessary to their empire, summoned 1t to
submit to them, and when the Mehans refused,
they conquered the 1sland, put all the grown-up men
to death, and sold the women and childien as
slaves (B C 418).

29. Sicilian Expedition.—The Athenians had
for some time been nterfering in the atfuirs of the Greek
atiesin Sialy (p 35),and mn B c. 416, the city of Egesta
applied to them for help against Syracuse. Alkibiades
excited the Athenians with the hope of forming a new
empire in Sicily, and Nikias mn vain argued against
such wild plans of corquest. 1t was deternuned to
send an mmmense armament, and Nikis, Alkibades
and Lamichus, were appointed commanders. Since
the death of Penkles, Nikias had Lewn the citizen
most estcemed m Athens Ile was a noble, and very
rich, but he scived the people faithfully. More than
any man he kept to the wise plans of Peiikles for
carrying on the war (pp. 85, 89), andresisted rash coun-
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sels. He was just and pious ; but in the religion of that
time there was much superstition, and the very piety of
Nikias led, as we shall see, to a fearful result. Nikias
had held many commands : he was a very brave man,
and had hitherto been successful in war.  But though
he had done well in smaller enterprises, he was not
fit for the immense command which was now given
him. He was too cautious and hesitating, and let
time pass 1dly by when not a moment ought to have
been lost. The third general, Lamachus, was a good
soldier, but he was so poor that nobody would listen
to his advice.

3o. Mutilation of the Hermee.—In all the
streets of Athens there were placed busts of the god
Hermes, who protected the Atheman democracy. When
the people rose one morning shortly before the expedi-
tion was to start, they found that all these busts had
been disfiguiedin the night.  Violent alarm seized upon
the city, for the act was not only a daring sult to
the gods, but a threat aganst the democracy. Among
others, Alkibiades was accused of being concerned in
it. He Dbegged the people to settle his innocence
or guilt before the expedition started ; but his enemies
caused the inquiry to be put off, that they might make
charges against him 1n lus absence,

31. The Expedition.—In June B.C. 415, a fleet
of 100 triremes sailed from Athens against Syracuse.
At Kerkyra 1t was jomed by the forces of the allies,
and the whole armament mustered 134 trnemes and
soo carrying ships, having on board over 5,000 heavy
armed men, besides slingers and light-armed.  Lama-
chus wished to attack Syiacuse nstantly, before it
could prepue for defence: but instead of this the
generals wont about ambng the Sicthan towns seekmg
for alhies. Winle they were thus engaged, Alkibiades
was summoned home to answer a new charge of sacri-
lege. He fled to Sparta, and became the bitterest
enemy of Athens. Nothing was done during the
autumn, and Nikias kept his forces idle at (Sicilian)
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Naxos during the winter. The Syracusans in the
meantime fortified their town and sent to Greece for
help. Remembering what Brasidas had done in
Thrace, they begged the Spartans above all things
to send them a Spartan general to take command.
Alkibiades, who was now at Sparta, out of hatred to
Athens persuaded the Spartans to do as the Syra-
cusans asked.

32. The Siege.—Syiacuse was the largest and
most powerful city i Sicily It lay on the coast, with
high ground behind it.  Smce the delay of Nikias had
enabled the Syiacusans to make their fortifications,
there was no hope of taking the town by assault, and
the only chance of the Athemans was to starve it out
by cutting off provisions by land and sea. They
therefore, 1n the spring of n.¢ 414, began to bwld a
double wall round the town on the land side (p. 86),
and made such progress with 1t that Syracuse was
almost given up for lost At the same time the
Athenian fleet blockaded Syracuse by sea. DBut soon
after this Lamachus was kiled, and Nikias was left
alone in command ; and before the wall was quite
fimshed a Spartan general named Gyhppus anved,
with about 3,000 mixcd troops, and through the care-
lessness of Nikias was able to make his way mto
Syracuse. From tlus moment everything changed
Gylhppus filled everybody with new hope. He defeated
the Athemans on the high giound behind the town,
and built a cross-wall in such a direction that unless
the Athenians could take 1t they could never finish
their own wall round Syracuse. The siege now stopped.
The Atheman army had to keep to the part of the
wall which they had built, their ships were rotting
from want of 1cpairs , the slaves who rowed the ships,
and the citizens of subject States who served m the
crews, were deserting ; and the Syiacusans, who had at
first thought themselves hopelessly infcrior to the Athe-
nians by sea, were now manning ships in the harbour,
and practising for a battle. Nikias wrote to Athens
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for reinforcements, and asked to be allowed to give
up the command (Sept. B C. 414), for he was suffering
from a painful disease. The Athenians foolishly in-
sisted on lus kecping it. In the spung of B.C. 413
Gylippus attacked the Athemans by sea. He was
defeated 1n the first battle ; but while the fleets were
engaged m the harbour, the land army of Gylippus
seized the naval camp and stores of the Athemans on
the beach. In the second battle the Athenian flcet
was completely defeated, and the Syracusans now
looked forwaid to the cnure destruction of the
Athemans.

33. Demosthenes.—But hardly had the Syiacu-
sans won this victory, when they were dismayed to
see a new Atheman fleet enter their harbour. The
Athenians lad made an mmmense effort, and had
sent out seventy-five more triremes, with a new army,
under command of Demosthenes, the most resolute
and daring of all their soldiers. Demosthenes saw
at once that unless the cross-wall of Gylippus were
taken they could never surround Syracuse. Having
failed 1n an attack upon 1t from the fiont, he led his
uoops a long way round by mght, mounted the
high giound without being perceived, and attacked
Gyhppus 1n the dakness. At first Dcmosthenes
was victorious, but the darkness threw lis troops mto
confusion. They slaughtered one anotker, and the
battle ended in rumous disaster.

34. Destruction of the Athenians.—His attack
on the wall having failed, Demosthenes knew that
Syracuse could not now be taken, and urged Nikias to
retreat at once, before further evil befel them. Nikias
for a long time refused ; at length he agreed, and the
order was given to sail the next day (Aug. 27, B.C.
413). But that mght there was an eclipse of the
moon, and Nikias, who deeply reverenced all sup-
posed signs from heaven, was told by the soothsayeis
that the army must not move for a month (p. 51). The
Syracusans had now discovered Nikias' intention
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to retreat, and determined not to let the Athenians
escape. They blockaded the great harbour in which
the whole Athenian fleet lay, so that the Athenians
could only escape by forcing their way through the
enemy's ships. When every possible preparation had
been made, the Atheman fleet advanced, and the
battle began  The entire population of Syracuse
ctowded to the water’s edge watching the battle, and
on the opposite side of the harbour the Athenian
troops which had not gone on shipboard were drawn
up,—the whole multitude shouting and swaying their
bodies in exultation, or agony, as they saw their
friends conquering or conquered. It was a struggle
for hife or death. The Athemans fought with despair-
ing braverly; but m vain. They were beaten and
duven back upon the shore of the harbour. Their
only possible chance now was to escape by land to
some fitendly city. Abandoning therr wounded and
dead, and 1 the depth of misery themselves, the
entire host, numberirg, 1t 15 said, 40,000 men, struck
mto the interior of the 1sland. Penshing with hunger
and thirst they were puisucd and attacked by the
Syracusans, and at the end of six days all who had
not dicd or deserted were made prisoners. Nikias
and Demosthenes took poison, in order to escape
bemng displayed to the Syracusan populace. All the
rest of the prisoners were made nto slaves. Such
was the fearful end of this great armament, the
greatest that had ever yet been sent out by a Greek
State.

35. Danger of Athens. Dekeleia.—The ruin
of the Sicihan expedition was one of the greatest cala-
mities that ever befel any nation. If the Spartans had
acted with energy they might have crushed Athens at
once, but they missed therr opportumty, and the
Athenians kept up the war with wonderful spirit.
They were indeed hard pressed. The Spartan king
Agis, by the advice of Alkibiades (p. 92), had seized
a strong place, named Dekeleia, in the heart of Attica,
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and kept a garrison there permanently, which ravaged
the country in every direction, so that no crops could
be grown. The cattle were destroyed, the slaves ran
away to the Spartans, and the roads could not be
used. Athens depended for food on supplies brought
in ships, chiefly from Eubcea and from the coasts of
the Black Sea.

36. Revolt of Chios.—Alkibiades also per-
suaded the Spartans to build a fleet, and send it
over to Asia to assist the Ionians in revolting. He
himself crossed at once to Chios with a few ships, in
order to begin the revolt. The government of Chios
was in the hands of the nobles, but they had hitherto
served Athens so well that the Athenians had not
altered the government to a democracy (p. 84).
Now, however, they 1cvolted (B.c. 413). This was
a heavy blow to Athens, for Chios was the most
powerful of the Ioman States, and others would be
sute to follow 1ts example. Miletus and Lesbos re-
volted in B¢ 412. The nobles of Samos prepared to
revolt, but the people were m favour of Athens, and
rosc agamst the nobles, hilling two hundred of them,
and bamsshing four hundied more  Athens now made
Samos its fice and equal ally instead of its subject,
and Samos became the head-quariers of the Athenian
fleet and army.

37. Alliance between Sparta and Tissa-
phernes.—Tissaphernes, the Persian satrap of the
centre of Asia Minor, wished to see the empire of
Athens overthrown, because 1t kept Ioma free from
Persia. He therefore made alliance with the Spartans,
promising to pay the troops which they had sent over
to Ionia; and the Spaitans basely agreed to give up
to Persia all the Greek cities in Asia Minor. The
Athenians, however, had now manned a fresh navy.
They defeated the Peloponnesian and Persian fleets
together at Miletus, and were only kept from besieg-
ing Miletus by the arnval of a fleet from Syracuse.

38. Alkibiades leaves the Spartans.—Alki-
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biades had made enemies among the Spaitans, and
when he had been some ume 1in Asia Mmor
an order came over from Sparta to put him to
death. He escaped to Tissaphernes, and now made
up his mind to win back the favour of Athens by
breaking up the alhance between Tissapheines and
the Spartans He contrived to make a quarrel between
them about the rate of pay, and persuaded Tissa-
phernes that it would be the best thing for Persia to
let the Spartans and Athenians wear one another out,
without giving help to either  Tissaphernes therefore
kept the Spartans 1dle for months, always pretending
that he was on the point of bringing up his fleet to
help them Allibiades now sent a lying message to
the generals of the Athenian army at Samos that
he could get Athens the help of Tissaphernes, if the
Athenians would allow him to return from his exile:
but he said that he could never return while there was
a democracy ; so that 1f they wished for the help of
Persia, they must change the government to an
ohgarchy (Bc 412)

39. The Four Hundred.—In the army at Samos
there were many rich men willing to se¢ an ohgarchy
established at Athens, and peace made with spaita
(p- 78). The nch had to contribute very heavily
towards the expenses of the war, the sums spent mn
paying citizens for attending the assembly and jury
courts (p. 79) exhausted the State, and the demo-
cracy had brought discredit on 1tself by its folly n
deciding upon the Sicthan eapedition agamst the
advice of Nikias and other modeiate men. There-
fore, though the great mass of the army at Samos
was democratical, a certam number of poweiful men
agreed to the plan of Alkibiades for changing the go-
vernment. One of the conspirators, named Pisander,
was sent to Athens to instruct the clubs of nobles
and nich men (p. 86) to work secretly for this
object. In these clubs the overthrow of the demo- .~
cracy was planned. Citizens known to be zealous /fo/

D
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the constitution were secretly murdered. Terror fell
over the aity, for no one except the conspirators knew
who did, and who did not, belong to the plot, and
at last, partly by force, the assembly was brought to
abolish the popular government and all the magis-
tracies, and to give the State wholly into the hands
of four hundred men of the party of the nobles.
There was professedly to be an assembly of 5,000
citizens, but the our Hundred did not mean to
summon 1t They now put to death many more of
their enemies, and began to tieat for peace with
Sparta (BC 411)

40. The Army at Samos.—When the army
at Samos heard of what had happened at Athens,
they were furious agamnst the conspirators, and took
an oath to preserve the democracy. They declared
themselves to be the true body of Atheman ciuzens,
since those at home had abandoned the constitution ,
and they met together with all the forms of the popu-
lar assembly, and elected the regular magistrates of
the State. 1he democratic leaders of the army made
friends with Alkibiades, who thereupon broke off his
connection with the Four Hundred, and was made
general of the army. Alkibiades had done the most
deadly mjury to Ins country. It was through him
that Gylippus had been sent to Sparta, that Agis had
occupied Dekeleia, and that Chios had1evolted But
the soldiers were so convinced that he could get them
the help of Tissaphernes, and make up for all the evil
he had done to Athens, that they forgave him every
thmn

4§ The Four Hundred Overthrown.—The
Four Hundred were divided among themselves ; the
more modecrate were for summoning the 5,000 citizens,
and allowing some kind of hberty, the more des-
perate were determined to keep their power at any
cost, and sent to the Spartans offering to admit them
mto Pireus. The Spartans missed their opportunity ;
and the pcople could bear the government of the
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Four Hundred no longer. The ancient constitution
was restored, except that a man was required to have
certain property to vote as a citizen, and that the
payment for attending the assembly and the jury
courts was abohshed. A few of the leaders of the
Four Hundred were put to death after a 1cgular
trial; but the people acted with gieat calmness and
moderation, and there was no such violence as took
place in Kerkyra and other states (RC 411).

At this moment Eubeea revolted and joined the
Spartans. This was a desperate blow to Athéns.
No food could be grown in Attica, and now not only
was 1t deprived of the food that came from Eubca
(p 96), but the Spartans, by occupying Eubeea and ns
ports, could fall upon ships bunging food to Athens
trom other places.

42 Athenian Victories in the Hellespont.
The Spartans, who at first fought onlv by land,
had now grown used to the sea, and were prepaed
to fight out the war with the Atheman fleet off
the coast of Asia Mmor. When they found that
Tissaphernes did not really mean to help them, they
moved their fleet from Ioma to the Hellespont, to act
with Pharnalizus, the satrap of the northein pait of
Asia Minor, and to assist the towns in that distuct,
which had already begun to revolt fiom Athens.
Mindirus, the Spartan admural, hoped to gain com-
mand of the DBosporus and Hellespont, for then
Athens would be cut off from the towns on the Black
Sea, on which it now depended for corn The Athe-
man fleet at Samos followed Mindaius noithwards,
and two battles were fought in the Hellespont, both
of which were gamed by the Athemans. In Fcbruary
B C. 410, by the shill of Alkibiades, the Spaitan flest
which was besieging Kyzikus 1 the Propontis was
surrounded by the Athemans  Mindarus ran his ships
aground and fought a land battle.  'The Spartans
were completely defeated, Mindarus was Lilled, and
their entire fleet lost So great was the Dlow ty
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they sent proposals of peace (o Athens, but the
Athemans unwisely rejected them Alkibiades con-
tinued to do Athens good service during the next two
years, and the revolted towns about the Bosporus were
conquered.

43 Lysander and Cyrus. }Egospotamn.—-—
The king of Persia, seeing how Athens was recover-
ing her power, and knowing that, if Athens came out
of the war victoriously, the Persians could not recover
Toma, now determined really to help the Spartans,
and sent his younger son, Cyrus, to the coast, 10 assist
them with money. The new Spartan admural, Lysan-
der, was a most skilful leader and manager. He made
such frniendship with Cyrus, that Cyrus not only gave
the Spartans the pay which he had promised, but in-
creased it. and 1t was through this Peisian money that
Sparta at length overcame Athens. The war con-
tinued, however, and the Athenians gammed more
victories, tll BC. 405, when Lysander caught the
Athenian fleet quite unprepared at Aigospotimi 1n
the Hellespont, and captured the whole of 1t.

44. Downfall of Athens.—Their fleet being
gone, the Athemans had now nothing left but Athens
uself. The towns 1n Asia Minor one after another
surrendered to Lysander, except Samos; and 1n
November B.c 405 Lysander blockaded Pirzus with
Ins fleet, while the Spartan army, under Agis, sur-
rounded Athens by land. The long walls were useless
now, because Lysander was master of the sea, and no
ships could approach Pireeus with food. After four
months the city was compelled by famne to surrender
(March B.c. 404). The tetms of peace were that
Athens should give up her entire empire, and that
the long walls and fortifications of Pireeus should be
destroyed. Tlus was the end of the grandeur of
Athens.

45. The Thirty Tyrants.—Lysander now
helped the most violent among the nobles to over-
throw the democracy, and set up a government of
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thirty men. The chief of these was Knias The
crimes ot the Thirty are among the very worst
recorded 1 Greek history. They put hundreds of
the citizens to death without trial, and acted with
such wiolence, wickedness, and cruelty, that they
were always known afterwards as the *Thnty
Tyrants.,” A garnson of Spaitans was placed n
Athens to protect them. But after eight months the
citizens whom they had bamished marched upon
Athens. Regular battles were fought, and at last
the Spartans ccased to protect the Thiurty. The
government of the people was restored i the spring
of BC. 403. However unwise the democracy had
been (p 97), it had never committed such crimes
as the ohigarchical governments of the Four Hundred
and the Thrty.

46. Unbelief. Socrates.—The despcrate strug-
gles between the nobles and the people which were
caused by the war in so many cities (pp. 84, 89, 96),
made men disregard everything except the interests
of the party to which they belonged In their hatred
against the opposite faction 1n the State, men lost their
care for the State 1tself. The nterest of the party was
put 1n the place of law, custom, and piety. This,
together with other causes, tended to break down the
belef of educated Greeks in their old rebgion, and
their old distinctions between nght and wrong  The
war spread violence all over Greece. Men acted as if
mere force gave a nght to everything (p. 91), and
some even taught that this was so. In this bad time
a man arose at Athens, named Socrates, who had such
thoughts of truth and goodness as no Greek had ever
had before him. He taught that 1t was better to suffer
wrong than to do wrong ; and that the gods wished
men to honour them, not by beliefs and observances,
but by doing good. His way of teachng was by
asking questions, until he made people see how
Iittle they knew. The Athenmians misunderstood him :
he was accused of destroying men’s belief in the god
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and was put to death. While m prnison he had the
chance of escaping, but refused. The death of
Socrates for the sake of the truth was a new thing n
the history of Greece  Many men had died bravely
for therr country, but Socrates rather died hke a
missionary or 2 maityr. Both s hfe and his death
made a deep 1mpression upon those whe had known
him, and fiom this time theie were men 1n Greece
who gave up their lives to the search after truth.

CHAPTER VL
SPARTA, THEBES, MACEDONIA.

r Rule of Sparta —Sparta had now control
ovet all the places that had been subject to Athens.
Lysander went through the cities, establisling in each
an ohgarchical government of ten citizens fivourable
to Sparta, and also a Spartan governor, called the
harmost (4pposry, manager) ‘The government of
the Spartan harmosts was much more oppressive
than that of the Athemans had been, and Sparta soon
came to be hated by all the Greek States  The chief
Spartans gained great wealth, and the character of the
Spartan State changed (p 22). There were now at
Sparta a few very rich and powerful citizens, and the
rest grew more and more poor and discontented.

2. Retreat of the Ten Thousand (BC.
4o01).—Artaxerxes, the elder brother of that Cyrus
who had helped Lysander (p. 100), had succeeded
his father as king of Persia. Cyrus resolved to
make himself king in his place, and hired an army
of about 10,000 Gieeks, with whom he marched
into the interior of the empire. At Kynaxa, near
Babylon, a battle was fought, and Cyrus was killed.
The Grecks had now to make their way back
to the coast from the very centre of the empire,
through the enemy’s country. Their return is called
the “ Retreat of the 10,000,” and we have a history
of it, written by Xenophon their leader. Their escape
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showed how weak the Persian empuire really was, for,
had 1t possessed an army good for anything, the httle
Grecek force must have been destroyed 1n the course
of 1ts long retreat

3. Spartaat War with Persia.—The Spartans
were ashamed of having given up the Gieeks 1n Asia
to Persia, and now made war upon the Persian
satraps 1 Asia Minor (Bc. 398) ‘Then hing Agesi-
laus gained some successes, and prepared to attack
Persia with great force. Pharnabazus (p 99) rased a
Pheenician fleet, and gave the command of 1t to
Konon, an Atheman admiral  Konon met the
Spartan fleet off Kmdus, near Rhodes, and com-
pletely defeated 1t (B <. 394). The result of tlnus was
that Sparta lost contiol over the cities 1n Asia Mo,
which depended on her having command of the sca.
The Spartan harmosts were expelled, and Konon,
crossing over to Athens, rebwilt the long walls and
the fortfication of Piracus.

4. Sparta at War with Greek States.—
The Persians also stirred up the Greek States to make
war on Sparta. Thebes, which had been the bitterest
enemy ot Athens, now umted with her against Sparta,
and they were jomed by Comnnth and Argos ‘The
Spartans had to call hing Agesilaus and us army
back from Asia, in order to defend them at home.
War was carried on for some time 1n the terntory of
Corinth between Sparta and the States alhied against
her, and at the same time the Athemans sent a fleet
to the Hellespont, and were restoring their power
by sea

5 Peace of Antalkidas (B C 387).—The Spar-
tans now found 1t necessary to make friends with Pcisia,
and a disgraceful peace was made, called the peace of
Antalkidas, by which the cities 1n Asia were given
up to Persia, and the Persian king was allowed to
command the Greeks to make peace with one another
and to tell them what the terms of peace between
them were to be, as if he were their master, and tV

F 4
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were his subjects  This was the result of the struggles
of Athens and Sparta with one another, and of the
help which both had received from Persia. All
the Gruek States agreed to this peace  The League
of the Bwotian aities under Thebes was broken up,
and in cach of them an oligarchical government
favourable to Sparta was set up In some of them
the Spartans placed garnsons of their own troops.

6 Sparta and Thebes —There was a party 1in
Thebes in favour of Sparta.  \When a Spartan army
was passing through Bacotia, this party treacherously
gave the atadel of Thebes, called Kadmea, into their
hands (¢ 382), and a garnson of 1,500 Lacedemo-
mans was placed there.  For three years the Spartans
were nmasters of Thebes, but m B, 379 a plot
was made against them by some Thebans, headed by
a noble named Pelopidas  The commanders of the
Spartan garnison were killed, and the Kadmeia was
reeovered by the Thebans This greatly dimimished
the powcr of Sparta and encouraged her enemies

7 New Athenian Confederacy.—The Athe-
mans succeeded in ¢stablishing a league of <eventy-
four aties of the Agean Sca, resembhing what the
confederacy of Delos had been at first (p 75)  The
Qties were to heep their own governments, and a new
name was given to the contnbution which they were
to pav, m order that the League might not seem hke
the empire of Athens restored.  Thebes jomned the
League, and war was carned on against Sparta by land
and «ca. The object of the Thebans was to dnve
the Spartans out of those cities in Beotia i which
they stull hid garnsons, and to restore the Beeotian
League with "Lhebes at 1ts head By B.c. 374 this
object was accomphished , the governments favourable
to Sparta were overthrown, the Spartan gammsons
enpelled, and the Bocotian League restored  Athens
and Thebes now became jealous of each other, and
in rc 371 Athens made peace with Sparta, leaving
Thebes to carry on the war by herself
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8. Epaminondas, Leuktra.-- The Spartans
immediately invaded Beeotia, but the Theban infantry
had become the best in Greece, aud their commander,
Epaminondas, was the greatest general of his time.
Epaminondas met the Spartans at Leuktra, and so
completely defeated them that all over Greece it was
felt that the power of Sparta was at an end. But
Epaminondas was not content with destroying the
authonity of Sparta outside Peloponnesus: 1n order to
break down her power 1n Peloponnesus itself, and to
surround her with enenmues, he determined to unite
Arkadia, which had hitherto been a number of dis-
connected cities, 1 one great League, and to make
Messema, which had been for 300 years subject to
Sparta, an indcpendent State. As the Arkadian
cities were too jcalous of one another to allow any
one of them to be head of the league, kpamimondas
founded a new aty called Megalopdhs (the great
aly, peyaky, mok), at which deputies from all the
other Arkadian cities were to meet, and a city named
Messéné was built to be the centre of the new
Messenan State (Bc 369) Thus Epaminondas
completely changed the condition of Greece. He
brought down Spaita, which for hundreds of years
had been the leader of a great part of Greece, to the
level of an ordinary State, and made Thebes for the
moment supreme If we look at the actual changes
which he produced, Fpaminondas must be counted
the greatest of all Greek statesmen, Themistokles
alone excepted But the work of Themistokles en-
dured , that of Epanninondas passed away.

9. Mantinea. Death of Epaminondas.—
Quarrels soon broke out in the new Arhadian League.
A part of it, headed by Mantinéa, was in favour of
Sparta, the rest in favour of Thebes. In Bc. 362 the
Spartans sent an army into Arkadia, Epanunondas
met them, and a battle was fought near Mantinea. "he
Thebans gained the victory, but Epaminondas was
killed. It was Epamnondas who had raised Thebes
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to its great power * there was no one hke him left 1n
Thebes, and after his death its authonty quickly passed
away.

10. Macedon.—The Greel States had exhausted
their powcr 1n their wars with one another, and they
were now about to fall under the dominion of Mace-
don, which had hitherto had no part in Greek history.
The Macedomans were not acknowledged as Greeks.
They were probably of mixed Greek and Illynan race;
but this was not the reason why they were not ranked
among the Greeks, for many of the colonies, which
everyone called Greek, were of equally mixed race
The reason was that the Macedonans did not hve
like the Greehs. They hved mostly in the country,
not n cities, and while the great mark of a Greek was,
that he belonged to a hittle State 1n which the atizens
met together and managed the affairs of their State
themsclves, the Macedontans, on the contrary, formed
one country subject to a king  ‘They had no books
and no art, but passed their time n farmung and
hunting, and a rough country hife ; so that not only was
the government of the Greehs and the Macedomans
quite diffcrent, but to an educated Greck ciuzen the
ordimary Macedoman would seem too uncouth to
be a Greek.  The kings of Macedon, however, were
admitted to be Greeks, and were allowed to take
part in the Olympan games (p 24) They had long
been trying to make themselves and their court as
much like the Grechs as they could.  Archelius,
who was king about BC 400, had nvited Greek
poets and artists to Macedoma, and had also built
aties and made roads, mn oider that his people nught
become more peaceable and prosperous.  Thus,
when the Giech States were worn out by their wars,
Macedonia was just beginning to be a powerful coun-
try. The people were hardy, brave, and obedient;
and 1t happened that, when the death of Epaminondas
left Thebes without a leader, Macedoma was governed
by a king, Philip, who was superior to any Greek of
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his day Philip had been three years a hostage at
Thebes n his youth, and had learnt from Epaminon-
das both how to make the best possible arimy, and how
most to strengthen his own country and weaken his
cnemes.  He established a 1egular army, such as no
Greek State possessed (p 15), and set himself to ex-
tend his donunions, and become the head and leader
of Greece.

11. Olynthus. — Between the eastern part of
Philip’s dominions and the sea lay the distnict called
Challhdiké, in which were a number of Greck cities
One of these, named Olynthus, had become a very
powerful State, and had placed 1tself at the head
of a League of the neighbouning aities, called the
Olynthian Confederacy  Further east was the mnnport-
ant aty of Amphipohs, which Athens had lost in the
Pcloponnesian war (p 9o), and had never been able
to recover  Other places on this coast sull belonged
to Athens, so that Athens was concerned fiom the first
in the action of Phihp  Philip made frniends with
the Athemans on the pretence that he would gam
Amphipolis for them  but when he had conquered 1it,
he kept 1t imsclt, and then, i order to prevent the
Athemians and  Olynthuns joming together agamnst
him, he gave up another city to Olynthus, so that the
Olynthians became his alhes (8¢ 357) He now
crossed the nver Strymon and conquered the western
part of Thrace, m which there were very nch gold
mines, and founded there the aty of Philippr (Acts
XVl 12)

12. Sacred War.—Philip soon found an oppor-
tunity of nterfering n the aftairs of Greece proper,
through a war connected with the temple of Delphi
Thebes, after the battle of Leuktra, had gained control
over Phokis, but the Phokians were a spinited race, and
threw off her domimon  The Thebans now brought
the Council of Amphiktyons (p 18) to take part
agamnst the Phokians, and to condemn them to a
heavy fine for having cultivated the plam of Knsa
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(p. 28). On this the Phokians seized the temple of
Delphi stself (s.c. 355); and by means of 1ts treasures
they were able to raise a large army, with which they
carried on war agamst the Thebans and Loknans.
Athens and Sparta joined the Phokians, who were also
supported by some of the tyrants reigning in Thessaly.
The ‘Thessalian nobles, on the other hand, apphied to
Phulip for help A great battle was fought in ‘| hessaly
between Phibp and the Phokians ; Phihp gained
the victory, and made himself master of all Thessaly
(n.c. 352). Hentended to march into Phokis, but
when he reached Thermopyla: he found a strong
Athenian force there, and turned back. -

13. Demosthenes. — The Athemans had again
placed themselves at the head of an A.gean lLeague
(p 104), and, f they had acted with spint and wisdom,
they nught have cheched Phihp  But they had lost
therr old energy, and now cared more for shows and
amuscments than for anything else.  ‘The nch grudged
gwving anyihing to the State, and tned to escape from
the taxes; and the Athemans generally, whose fore-
fathers had been ready to go anywhere and do any-
thing for the good of Athens (p 8o), had now such
a cowardly dishhe to nuhitary senvice that it was
necessary to employ hired soldiers, who were not
Athemans atall. In Bc 358 a war broke out between
Athens and 1ts allies.  Athens was unsuccess(ul, and
the larger cities again became independent, while only
the smaller ones remained mn the League But there
was one man in Athens worthy of its best days,—
Demosthenes, the orator.  Demosthenes saw that
Philip meant to make himself master of Greece ; and,
while many of the Athemans were for heeping on
fnendly terms with Macedon, Demosthenes was con-
vinced that unless Philip were checked the hberty of
Athens would be lost for ever. He strove to awaken
the Athenians to their danger, and to stir up 1 them
the spint of thewr forefathers, to make them act at
once and with resolution, mnstcad ot letting things
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take their course The power of Demosthenes was
his eloquence: he was the finest speaker that there
has ever been. It was on the conquest of Thes-
saly by Philip that Demosthenes made lus first great
speech against Philip, called the Fust LPlulippe
(nc. 352)

14. Philip conquers Olynthus. — Thessaly
being conquer>d, the Qlynthmans saw that Philip
would attack them next, and sent to Athens pro-
posing an alliance. Demosthenes wiged the Athe-
mans to jon Olynthus - an alhance was made, and
the war began But the Athemans gave so little
help that Philip took the towns of the Olynthian
T.eague one after another, and last of all Olynthus
wself fell (nc 348).  Phihip 1s said to have completely
destroyed thirty cittes, and to have sold all the
Olynthans who fell into his hands 13 slaves The
whole of Chalkidike was thus added to Philip’s
dominions. ~

15 Philip ends the Sacred War.—The Sa-
cred War was stull going on. Phalip contnived to make
a treaty of peacc with all the Greck States except the
Phokians; and when he had thus cut the Phokians
off from all help, he marched mto Phokis and con-
quered the entire country, mthcting such misery and
ruin as the Greeks had never seen. He occupied
Delphi, gave the temple back to its managers, and
summoned the Amphiktyonic Council.  The Council
decreed that every Phokian town should be de-
stroyed, and the Phokians should live in villages only.
The votes which the Phokians had had 1n the Council
were transferred to I'hilip, and he was given the right
of presiding at the Pythian games which were held at
Delphi. By this means Philip made himself recognised
by the Amphiktyonic Council as the champion of the
god Apollo (comp. p. 25), and ganed the nght of in-
terfering in Greek affairs whencver he could make out
that any wrong had been done to the god and his
temple (B.C 346)
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16. Peloponnesus.—In most of the Pelopon-
nesian States there were parties at enmity with one
another. Philip skilfully turned this to lis own account,
and ganed over one of the parties wherever he could.
He made friends especially with the States which
Epaminondas had founded (p 105), for these were afraid
of Sparta and anxious for foreign protection ‘T'o
counteract the schemes of Philip, Demosthenes him-
self went at the head of an embassy to the Pelopon-
nesian States which had jomned Philip, and tried to
make them understand that they had jomed the
enemy of all Greece. Nothing resulted from this jour-
ney , but the warning of Demosthenes had now been
clearly set before the Greeks.  “ Philip,” he said, “1s
the enemy of all the Greeks ahke. He 1s a king,
and f vctorious, he will make the Greeks his sub-
jects.  Let the Greeks cease their querrels with one
another, and umte to preserve the hberty which
1s the birthnight of the Grechs agamnst the despot
who sechs to enslave them all™  Thus Demosthenes
struggled not for Athens alone, but for the whole
Greek race.

17. Athens and Byzantium — .\t first the Athe-
nians had pawd Iittle regard to Demosthenes , but as
tune went on, and all that he had said about Phuhip’s
wmbition was seen to be true, a suong party gathered
round him, and Athens at last began to act with vigour.
After fimshing the Sacred War, Philip went on con-
quenng eastwards in Thrace  He was as yet at peace
with Athens, but an Atheman commander on the
‘I'hracian coast came nto conflict with the Macedoman
troops. Philip wrote a letter to Athens complaining
of this, and proposing a closer friendship. Demos-
thenes stirred up the Athenians to reject Philip's ofter,
and to ally themselves with Byzantwum, which Philip
was now attacking Heclp was sent from Athens to
Byzantium ; it was eflectual. and Phihp had to give up
the siege (n¢. 341) This success increased the power
of Demosthenes at Athens, and enabled him to
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carry laws diminishing the useless expenditure of
the public money on festivals (p. 108), and creating
a fund for carrying on the war. He also took
measures for making the rich pay their fair share
towards the fleet, on the strength of which, more
than anything clse, the success of Athens against
Philip depended.

18. Cheeron&a.—But Phlip had friends and hire-
lings in abundance m Athens and 1n every other Greek
State. The chief of these in Athens was Aischinés,
who, as an orator, was superior to evcryone except
Demosthenes, but, as a ciuzen, ranks among the
worst men that Athens ever produced. Aschines was
the deputy of Athens at the Amphiktyomc Council ,
and there, 1n B 338, he caused war to be declared
by the Council agammst the neighbouring town of
Amphissa on some trifling matter, m order that Phuhp
might be summoned to take command (p 109). Phlp
moved southward with a large army  Suddenly the
news reached Athens that, instcad of maiching on
Amphissa, Philp had seized Llateia i the east of
Phokis, a place that commands the entrance to Boeotia
and Attica Amphissa had been a mere pretence;
and the seizure of Flateia meant that Philip nught at
any moment be at the gates of Athens The Assembly
was summoned, and when every one else was silent
through fear and dismay, Demosthenes called upon
the Athemans to ally themselves with Thebes, and
meet Philip boldly They did so, and on August
7th, B.c 338, the Atheman and Theban armies
cncountered Phiip at Charonca in Bwotta.  They
were utterly overthrown, and Phiip was master of
Greece

19. Death of Philip.—Philip now summoned a
congress of all the Greek States at Cormnth.  War was
declared against Persia, and Philip was appointed
commander of the entire force of Greece. He 1e-
turned to Macedonia to prepare for the invasion of
Asia. But m the very height of his glory. as he was
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celebrating the marnage festival of his daughter with
the king of Epirus, he was murdered by a Mace-
donian noble, and his crown passed to his son Alex-
ander (BC 336)

CHAPTER VIIL
EMPIRE OF ALEXANDER.

1 Alexander Master of Greece.—Alexander,
on corang to the throne, found everything ready for
the invaston of Persia. As the death of Philip caused
a movement m favour of hberty in some of the Greek
States, Alexander instantly marched into Peloponnesus
with a large army, 1n order to show the Greeks how
strong he was A congress was held as before at
Corinth, and Alexander, though only twenty years old,
was recognized as the head and the general of Greece.
He then returned to Macedoma, and in the spring of
BC 335 made an expedition aganst the barbarous
nations north of Macedoma. He first fought his way
through Thrace to the Danube, which he crossed,
defeating the Gete who lived beyond it, and then
turned south-west, and defeated the Illynans on the
west of Macedoma. While he was absent, a false
report of his death reached Greece, and the Thebans
revolted and besieged the Macedoman garnson in the
Kadmeia. Alexander marched from Iliyna with won-
derful quickness, and captured Thebes. The city was
razed to the ground, and the entire population sold
as slaves. Tlus complete destruction of the State
which had lately been at the head of Greece struck
terror into the other cities, and put an end to all
thoughts of resistance.

2. The Macedonian Army. Phalanx.—The
army which Philip had prepared, and with which Alex-
ander overthrew the Persian empire, was so armed
and arranged that, though 1t was not very nume-
rous, it was the strongest force there had yet been in
the worll. The great feature of the Macedonian
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army was the phalanx This was a body of foot soldiers
armed with spears twenty-one feet long, and drawn up
in sixteen ranks, each rank standing three feet Lehind
the one 1n front of 1t, and holding their spears fiftecn
feet from the pomnt and six feet from the heavy end,
so that the spears of all the first five ranks would
project in front of the men i the first rank, to the
distance of three, six, nine, twelve, and fifteen feet re-
spectively. The ordinary Greek spear projected only
six feet ; so that when the Thebans chaiged the Mace-
donian phalanx at Chacronea, they had to break through
three rows of spear-points before their own could strike
the Macedonians  The fault of the phalanx was that
1t could not turn round quickly, and that 1t required
even ground to keep 1ts order, and thus, though the
phalanx was a stronger body of heavy armed troops
than any that there had hitherto been 1n Creece, the
Roman method of first throwing a shoit spear and
then fighting with swords proved to be superior even
to the phalanx, for in this there was nothing to prevent
the soldiers being rapidly moved about in every direc
tion, and each man could fight for himself and usc
his sword just as well on rough ground as smooth
There 1s, however, no 1nstance of the phalanx being
beaten on good ground by troops with a shorter
weapon attacking it mn front. The Romans, when
they met the phalanx, gained the victory by attacking
it on the sides, and on hilly ground, where 1ts spears
could not be kept in their proper order. Alex-
ander never used the phalanx by itself, but began
his battles with other troops, and then brought up
the phalanx to make the decisive charge and end the
battle.

3. Guard and Cavalry.—The sold'ers i the
phalanx were all native Macedonians native Mace-
donians also served in the guard—a body of infantry
armed with the ordinary Greek spear and shield—
and in two divisions of cavalry, one division weanng
heavy armour and carrying a short thick spear for
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fighting in regular battles, the other without much
armour, and carrying a long light lance for scouring
the country and pursuing the enemy. The king was
attended by a band of young Macedonian nobles,
called the pages  From this the young noblcs were
promoted nto a picked troop called the &ody-
gurard, or, as we should say, the sfaff of the king,
out of which the king chose his generals and gieatest
officers.

4. Other troops.—Bcsides these divisions of the
army, composed of native Macedonians, theie were
regiments of Greeks, both mnfantry and cavalry, and
also regiments drawn from the barbanan countnes
about Macedoni, armed with bows, javelins, or other
hght arms.  Above all there was a regular division of
the army to work machines for hurhing stones, both in
steges and in battles  These machines did, 1in an
inferior manner, the work that cannon do now. In
Greek warfare they had hitherto been employed only
to batter walls 1n sieges  Alexander first used them
with efiect i battles, and later on n history there is
an mstance of & battle bang deaded by this hind of
artiliery.

s Military Monarchy.—Thus the Macedonian
army, though not numbering above 40,000 men, com-
prised troops and apphiances for every hind of service.
In us spint 1t was as unhke the army of a Greek
State as possible  In a Greek army the soldiers were
the citizens themselves (pp 15, 41), who, as soon as the
war was over, returned to their ordinary life, and the
generals were citizens too. and were elected by the
people. But wn the Macedoman army the king was
everything. The soldiers had never known what 1t
was to act as citizens ; they knew little about laws or
hberty, but were devoted to their hing, who led them
and fought in the nudst of them The generals had
begun by being the king's pages ; then they had ac-
companied him in his body-guard, and had been
promoted because they had gained his friendship or
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good opinion. Liberty 1s out of the quesuon in a
State where the army 1s thus the mnstrument of a single
man, hike Alexander, Czsar, or Napoleon : but the
army itself, supposing the monarch to be a good
general, becomes exceedingly eftective, both because
the love of soldiers for their general 1s one of the
strongest feelings that men can have, and makes them
do wonders of bravery and endurance, and also because
an army 1s always far better directed when a single
good commander 1s supreme than when a number of
generals succeed one another in the command, or the
government of the State has the night to interfere with
the action of the general. It happened that Alexander,
who had now ubsolute command of the army which
Philip had brought to such perfection, was a man of
extraordimary genwus for war, From all these causes
the Macedoman army, with Aleaander at 1its head,
was such a force as there had never yet been in
history, and could probably without much difficulty
have corquered the entire world. hd

6. Character of Alexander.—Alexander deserves
his name of /e Great for his wonderful qualities as a
general and for his natural power overmen No human
being ever showed such energy in war. While he never
spared himself, lis marches sometimes killed with
fatigue the men and horses who accompanied hun.
Whatever there was to do, he did 1t with the utmost
swiftness : generals and soldiers felt that they were
commanded by a man whom nothing could resist.
It 1s true that his adversaries were cluefly Asiatics,
so that the victones which he won 1in pitched battles
would not by themselves prove Alexander to have
been a great general but the readiness in which
his troops were always found, the astomishingly long
and swift marches which he made them perform,
the certainty with which he carried out everything
that he auempted, and the confidence which his
soldiers felt in him, prove hiun to have been an extra-
ordinary leader, Roman generals capable of forming
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a good judgment considered Alexander to have been
the greatest of all commanders except Hannibal the
Karthagiman. In bravery, deternnnation, and high
spirit, no man ever surpassed mm. But when we look
beyond the quahties of the soldier, and compare
Alexander with Perikles or other of the rcally noblest
Greeks, he 1s often not great at all, but contemptible.
If he had only slaughtered his prisoners, that would
not have been a stain on his character, for it was a
common practice at the time : but Alexander dragged
alive behind s chariot a general who had gallantly
opposed him ; he tortwied and put to death on mere
suspicion Philotas, the commander of his cavalry,
whose friend he had pretended to be up to the last
moment, he killed by craft Parmemo, one of his
oldest generals, the father of Philotas, on the same
suspicion , he took advantage of being a king to murder
Klitus, one of his oldest fniends, in savage drunken-
ness ; he tortured and hanged Kallisthénes, a Greek
writer, on suspicion of a conspiracy, but in part because
Kallisthenes had refused to worship him as a god.
Alexander is sometimes spoken of as the hero of
Greece, but the truth 1s that there was very httle of
the Greek in him at all, and much more of the half-
barbarian king. In the last years of his hife conquest
and glory brought out the savage and wilful parts of
his nature (p. 30); and if he 15 to be treated as a
Greek, some of his acts can only be compared to those
of the very worst tyrants. He was the complete
opposite of men like Perikles or Epaminondas, who,
as their power increased, kept the stncter watch over
themselves, and were the more anxious to respect the
rights of others

7. Conquest of Asia Minor.—In BC. 334
Alexander crossed the Hellespont. The best troops
which the Persians had to oppose to him were regi-
ments of hired Greeks, and the commander of these,
Memnon, a Rhodian, understood war well. Memnon
advised the Persian satraps not to fight a pitched battle
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with Alexander, but to defend the mountan passes
and the towns, and to send the Pha:nician fleet, which
was superior to Alexander’s, to excite the Grecks
against Macedonia and attack Macedonia itself. The
satraps, however, would not listen to Memnon, but
fought a batile near the Hellespont on the river
Granikus, which Alexander won after very hard fighting.
Darius, king of Persia, now gave the commandership
to Memnon, Memnon prepared to act by sea, and
gained over several of the Aigean islands; but soon
after this he fell ill and died. Alexander overran Asia
Minor, and Darius, giving up the plans of Memnon,
collected an enormous army to fight a pitched battle
The battle was fought near Issus, on the borders
of Kilikia and Syna (first map). Danus fled with
shameful cowardice; and though the native Per-
sians fought bravely, Alexander gained a complete
victory, and the family of Darus fell nto his hands
(B.c 333)- .

8. Conquest of Phcenicia.—Darnus retreated
across the Euphrates, but instead of pursuing him
Alexander turned south into Pheemicia. Damascus
was taken, and the Phemaan seaports, except 1yre,
surrendered without a blow. This caused the Phee-
nician fleet employed by the Persians to break up,
and the best chance of the Persians against Alexander
was now gone. Tyre alone refused to admit Alex-
ander. The city of Tyre was buiit on an island half a
mile from the mamland, and was surrounded by an
immensely strong wall (Ezekiel xxvi. 3, 11). The
Tynans had ships, and Alexander had none, so that
in their 1sland city it seemed as if they might safely
defy him.  But Alexander determined to reach Tyre
on dry ground, by building a solid stone pier 200 feet
broad across the half mile of sea, and thus connecting
Tyre with the land. The pier was built, but when it
came near the aity walls the Tynans agam and again
destroyed it. At last Alexander had to bung up the
fleet of the other Pheemcian cities to protect the
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builders. The pier was finished, Alexander’s siege
engines were rolled along it, and a breach was at length
made in the city wall. After a most furious struggle
Tyre was taken by assault. The siege lasted seven
months ; both the attack made by Alexander and the
defence made by the Tynans are among the most
famous m history (B¢ 332).

9. Egypt. Alexandria.—From Pheenicia Alex-
ander passed into Egypt, which made no resistance.
The Persians had provoked the Egyptians by 1n-
sulting their animal gods (p. 52) -+ Alexander on the
contrary, offered sacrifices to them, in order that the
Egyptians and other nations might sce that he
meant to respect their rehgion, and might welcome
his government n place of the Persian. He now
founded the city of Alexandna at the mouth of the
Nile. Alexandna afterwards became the most im-
portant aity in the world, except Rome, but Alexander
cannot have foreseen this. His object in founding
it was probably to connect Egypt with the rest of his
empire by creating as its capital a trading town
on the toast, with a population of mixed Greeks and
Egyptians.

1o. Arbéla. Marches of Alexander.—After
visiting the temple of Ammon in the desert west of
Egypt, Alexander marched through Syria to the north-
cast, and having crossed the Euphrates and Tigns,
encountered Darius and a vast army near Arbéla, not
very far from Nmeveh. Darius again fled from the
battle at the first sight of danger, and Alexander won a
complete victory (BC. 331). He now acted as master
of the Persian empire, and appoimnted the satraps.
He entered Babylon with great pomp, and pleased
the prnests and people by sacnficing to their gods,
and by ordening the temples which the Persians had
destroyed to be rebwilt Having given his troops a
month’s rest, he marched to Susa, and from thence to
Persepdlis (south-east), the capital of the native dis-
trict of the Persians. Immense treasure was found
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here ; and though no resistance was made, Alexander
burnt the town and let the soldiers massacre part of
the mhabitants, merely to avenge the nvasion of
Greece, 150 years before, upon the native capital of
the Persians (B.c 330).

11. Death of Darius.—Darius had fled from

Arbéla to Ekbatina in Media, and Alexander now sct
out n pursuit of him. As Alexander approached,
Darius escaped eastwards through the mountans at
the south end of the Caspian Sea  Alexander pur-
sued day and night; but, when he came n sight,
Darius was murdered by Bessus, one of his own
nobles, that he might not give himsclf up to Alex-
ander. %
12. Alexander beyond the Caspian.—After
reducing the country at the south of the Caspian,
Alexander marched east and south, through what 1s
now Persia and Afghanistan.  On his way he founded
the colony of Alexandria Arion, now Hcrat, an im-.
portant military position on the western border of
Afghamstan. At Prophthasia (Furrah), a little further
south, he stayed two months, and 1t was here that
Philotas was put to death (8¢ 330). Thence he went
on eastwards and founded a aity, said to be the modern
Candahuar, and then turned north and crossed the
Hindo Koosh mountains, founding another colony
near what 1s now Cabul Bessus had intended to
resist Alexander 1n Bactna (Balkh), but he fled north-
wards, and was taken and put to death  Alexander
kept on marching northwards, and took Marakanda,
now Samarcand, the capital of Bokhara (Bc. 329).
He crossed the nver Jaxaites (Sir), running nto the
sea of Aral, and defeated the Scythians beyond it, but
did not penetrate their country. He mtended the
Jaxartes to be the northern frontier of s empire,
and founded on it the colony of Alexandria Eschité
(doxary, the furthest) The conquest of Sogdiana
(Bokhara) gave Alexander some trouble, and occupied
him till the year e C. 327.



120 ALEXANDER IN INDIA. {caar.

13 Alexander in India.—In B.c. 337 Alexander
set out from Bactna to conquer India. He reached
the upper Indus, and having crossed it near Attock,
imarched on eastwards through the Punjaub. Beyond
the Hydaspes (Jelum), Porus, king of the country,
et Alexander and fought a battle ; he was defeated,
but Alexander allowed him to keep his kingdom as
his vassal. Going on eastward he came to the
Hyphasis (Sutlej or Gurrah): and now the soldiers
refused to go any further in spite of Alexander’s
entreaties,  Alexander therefore turned back, but
when he reached the Hydaspes, he put part of the
army on board boats, and ordered the rest to march
along the bank down the niver. The Hydaspes flows
into the Akesines (Chenab), and that into the Indus,
At the junction of the Akesines and Indus a town
and docks were laid out, and the army and fleet went
down the Indus ull they reached its mouth, and saw
the Indian Ocean (Bc. 325). Thus 2,000 years ago
Alexander explored the course of that niver along
which Enghsh engineers are now (a.p. 1875) laying
down a railway.

14. Voyage of Nearchus.—Alexander was as
eager for discovery as for conquest, and from the
mouth of the Indus he sent his fleet, under the admiral
Nearchus, to make their way along the coast to the
mouth of the Euphrates. He himself marched west-
wards with the army through the deserts of Beloo-
chistan, and brought them after ternble sufferings,
through thirst, disease, and fatigue. again to Persepolis
(B.c 324). From this he went to Susa, where he
stayed some months, imvestigating the conduct of his
satraps, and pumshing some of them severely.

15. Asiatic habits of Alexander.—Since the
battle of Arbela, Alexander had become more and
more like a Persian king in his way of hving, although
he did not allow it to mnterfere with his activity. He
dressed in the Persian manner, and took up the
ceremonices of the Persian court. The soldiers were
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displeased at his giving up the habits of Macedonia,
and at Susa he provoked them still more by making
eighty of his chief officers marry Persian wives. The
object of Alexander was to break down distinctions
of race and country in s empire, and to abolish
the great gulf that there had hitherto been between
the Greeks and the Asiatics. He also enrolled many
Persians in the regiments which had hitherto contamed
none but Macedonians, and levied 30,000 troops from
the most warlike districts of Asia, whom he armed in
the Macedonian manner. .

16. Death of Alexander.—Since the voyage of
Nearchus, Alexander had determined on an expedi-
tion agamnst Arabia by sea, and had given orders for
ships to be built in Pheenicia, and then taken to pieces
and camed by land to Thapsikus on the Euphrates.
At Thapsakus they were to be put together agan, and
so make their way to Babylon, from which the expe-
dition was to start. In the spring of BC. 323, Alex-
ander set out from Susa for Babylon. On his journey
he was met by embassies from nearly all the States
of the known world. At Babylon he found the
ships ready: fresh troops had arrived, both Greek
and Asiatic; and the expedition was on the pont
of starting, when Alexander was seized with fever
and died (June, B.c. 323). He was only thirty-two
years old.

17. The Aims of Alexander.—It is sometimes
said that the purpose of Alexander was to make Asia
like Greece, by founding cities hke the Greek. The
actual result of his conquests was that the western
part of Asia later on became partly Greek, but this
was much more the work of Alexander's successors
than of Alexander himself. With the exception of
Alexandria, the colonies which Alexander founded
were settlements of soldiers in remote districts, for the
purpose of keeping the empwe n subjection, not of
making it Greek. That Alexander wished to make the
nations of his empire more like a single people is clear
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from his encouraging his soldiers to marry Persian
women ; but this 1s not the same thing as saying that
he wished to spread Greek intelligence, art, and liter-
ature, over his empire by means of cities. Nor 1s there
any reason to suppose that Alexander meant to intro-
duce a rew system of government into the Persian
Empire. He kept up the satrapies and the Persian
mode of taxation; and the chief difference between
his government and that of the Persian kings would
be, that Alexander meant to preserve absolute authonty
humself by means of his army, and to keep the satraps
completely under his own control, whereas the Persian
kings had been weak and indolent, and the satraps
had become hke independent princes. It 1s clear
from his dealings with Egypt and Babylon that he
meant to pay more attention to the wishes of the
different nations of the empire than the Persians had
done ; and, though he had no new system of govern-
ment, he would have greatly altered the condiion of
the empire by making roads, ports, and docks, and
everything that could advance commerce and bring the
different nations 1nto communication with one another.
In the matter of government Aleaander probably
thought that the Greeks had more to learn from the
Persians than the Persians from the Greeks, and con-
sidered the Persian system of one great empire under
a single king to be much better, when vigorously con-
ducted, than the Greek system of httle States and
leagues.

18 Results of Alexander’'s Conquests.—At
the death of Alexander his empire was dinided among
his generals. A great number of cities, such as
Antioch (Acts a1 26) and Seleucia, were founded in
western Asia, mhabited partly by Asiaucs, partly by
Greeks coming trom all the scattered Greek States.
It was the experience of the Greeks 1n settling
among other races (p. 35) that mow made them
able to settle so successtully in Asia, and ntroduce
their own ways among the people wherever they

’
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settled. Though under the dommion of Alexander's
successors these cities could not be independent
States hike the old Greek cities, and could therefore
bring little of the old Greek liberty, high spinit, and self-
respect into Asia, they spread the Greek language and
the common Greek habits of life very extensively.
In external appearance these aities would be Greek :
there would be the temples, statues, baths, theatre,
colonnades, &c., of a Greek aity , religious ceremonies
and festivals would be conducted 1 the Greek manner
(Acts xiv. 11-13); Greek would be the language most
spoken, and Greek books would be read and written ;
though from the mixture of races there would always
be something about the citizens distingmshing them
from the inhabitants of purcly Greek States. In some
districts, as in Syria, Greek habits spread very easily ;
in others, as in Judza, the most obstinate resistance
to them was made by the native population. Anti&
chus Epiphines, king of Syna, tricd to introduce
Greek worship at the Temple of Jerusalem. The
Jews revolted, under the Maccabees, and made them-
selves independent (B ¢. 160).  Yet in spite of this the
Greek language and a good many Greek ideas spread
over the towns of Judaea. Thus the books of the
New Testament were wrntten in Greek.

19 Asia.—Alexander’s empire broke up mto three
prncipal kingdoms—Macedonma, Asia, and kgypt.
The kings of Asia were the Seleukidze, the descendants
of Seleukus, one of Alexander's generals They
were not able to preserve Alexander’s conquests n
Asia as a single kingdom. One part after another of
' therr empire was lost Rhodes and other 1slands
formed a powerful mantime league and kept them-
selves independent. On the west coast of Asia Minor
there rose an independent kingdom called Pergimus,
Greek in 1ts manners; in the north and centre of
Asia Minor 2 number of States were formed. such
as Pontus and Kappadokia, with hittle trace of any-
thing Greek about them. Beyond the Eupbrates the
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Parthians revolted and founded a regular Asiatic
State. The Jews made themselves free in the south.
Thus the kingdom of Asia was gradually narrowed
down to the kingdom of Syna; and together with
all the other States as far as the Euphrates 1t fell
at last into the hands of the Romans, and becamc a
province of the Roman empire (B.c. 63).

20. Egypt.—Egypt was governed by the family of
the Ptolemies; and, as in Asia, Greek was the lan-
guage employed in government, and the principal
offices were in the hands of Greeks. The Greeks and
the native Egyptians kept quite distinct from one
another (Acts xxi. 37, 38). Alexandna was thronged
with Greeks and Jews. A University was founded
there, and all the most leained men of Greece were
brought together. Euchd the mathematcian and
Plolemy the astronomer wrote at Alexandria. There
was a hibrary which contained almost everything that
had been wntten in Greek. But though science and
learning flourished 1n Alexandna, there was none of
the old Greek poctic gemus, or simple, natural. force
of mnd Nothing was wntten there to compare with
the works of the great Atheman wnters. It was at
Alexandna that the Greek translation of the Old
Testament was made (8.C. 275-250), and that learned
Jews became acquainted with the ideas of those
Greeks who had thought most on religion. The last
Greek sovereign of Egypt was the famous Queen
Cleopatra. At her death Fgypt was made a Roman
province by Augustus, B.C. 30.

21. Macedonia.—There was confusion in Mace-
donia for a long time after the death of Alexander,
and we cannot here relate the wars of the rival
kings. In Bc. 289 a tribe of Gauls invaded Mace-
donia, and did much mischief - they afterwards crossed
into Asia Minor, where they learnt something of Greek
ways, and formed the state called Galana, or Gallo-
Greecia (Acts xvi. 6).  After this things became settled
in Macedonia. and the descendants of Antigdnus, one
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of Alexander's generals, kept the thronc unul the
Romans put an end to the monarchy. Philip, who
was king of Macedon at the time of the second war
between Karthage and Rome, allied himself with
Karthage ; and when the war was over, the Romans
made war on Philip and defeated him at Kynos-
kephile (e c. 197) They put an end to the control of
Macedonia over Greece, and declared all the Greek
States to be free. In Ec. 1771, there was again war
between Macedonia and Rome, Perseus being now
king. Perseus was overthrown in the battle of Pydna
(rc. 168): the monarchy was abolished, and Mace-
donia divided into five republics. Twenty-two years
later, on pretence of a rcbelion, Macedonia was
made a Roman province.

22. Greek States. Achazan League.— At
the death of Alexander, Athens and many other
States rose against Macedon, but were brought nto
subjection. Demosthenes had to fly from Athens,
and being pursued by the Macedonians took poison
to avold falling 1nto their hands. For the next fifty
years there was confusion. About B c. 260 Antigonus
Gonatas, king of Macedonia, was master of all Greece,
except Sparta. Freedom, however, was now restored
to a large part of Greece by the growth of two
leagues, the Achwan League and the AEtohan League.
The Achzan League was originally the league of ten
Achzan cities on the north coast of Peloponnesus
(p- 15), and hitherto it had done nothing in Greek
history. Antigonus had established tyrants in these
aties, and it was in the effort to get nd of these, and
to free other cities from similar tyrants, that the league
became the active and important enemy of Macedon.
About B.C. 240, Aritus of Stkyon, who had umted
Sikyon to the league, and been made its president,
rescued Corinth from the Macedonians, and the
league was now joined not only by all the Pelopon-
pesian cities except Sparta and a few others, but by
Athens and Zgina.
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33. Ztolian League.— North of the Corinth
Gulf the rough tribes of the ZEtohaas (p. 88), who c}]_
not live in cities hike most of the Greeks, and were al
gether more like a barbarous people, formed a league
which now became very powerful. They gained con-
trol over Phokis, Lokris, and Beeotia; but were held
in ill repute on acccunt of their plundering expeditions.

24. Sparta.—Sparta had preserved 1its independence
against Macedomia, but it had lost 1ts old character;
the number of full citizens had fallen to 700, and all the
land belonged to about 100 families. About B C. 240,
Agis, king of Sparta, attempted to atnhish debts and
divide the land, so as to create a large body of citizens
anew. He was opposed by the rich and put to death,
but lus successor, Kleoméenes, carried out his plans,
and made Sparta again for the moment a powerful
state. The Achzan League and Sparta were jealous
of one another, and went to war. Kleomenes de-
feated Aratus, and Aratus sacrificed the independent
character of the League by asking the Macedonian
king for e, and allowing 1t to fall very much under
the control of Macedon. Sparta.was overthrown (B.c.
221), but the League gained nothing by it. Immedi-
ately afterwards there was war between the Achean
and. Ftolian Leagues, and the Achzan Leaguc again
agked help of Macedoma.

ag‘ Gmeece made a Roman Provmce —In

1,.0n atcopnt of Phihp’s assisting Hannibal,
the }E»maps made alliance with the Ztolian Leagne
against hun; and from this time the Romans con-
tinued to interfere m the affars of Greece, until in
B.C. 1406, having been appealed to by Sparta against
the Achsean League, they captured Corinth, and made
Greece into a Roman province.

26. The Vice of the Greeks their Disunion.
All through Greek history there is the same cause
at work, ruining the power of Greece, and causing it
endless miseries,—the incapacity of the Greeks for
acting together. Not only does this appear in the
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wars between the cities, and in their failure to form
any lasting union, but still more in the division which
existed within each city. Within the same city-walls the
opposite parties hated one another more bitterly than
any foreign enemy. Other nations have had a greater
gift for government, and have possessed that power of
acting tcgether which was so fatally wanting in the
Greeks. In reading the history of the Greeks this
great fault is brought clearly before us; but many of
the great quahties of the Greeks do not come before
us in a history at all. Their quickness, their love of
knowledge, their power of creating beautiful things,
cannot be brought home to us by a mere account of
their actions. To understand these, and to do justice
to the real greatness of the Greeks, we must read the
books written by the Greeks themselves, and know
something of their works of art. No one who has
taken the trouble to make himself thus acquamted
with the Grecks has ever regretted the labour which
it cost him

THE END.

LOMNON . & CLAY, SONS, AND TAYLOK, FRINTRES









