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BOOK 1IIl. CONTINUED.

THE PENINSULA DURING THE DOMINATION
OF THE MOHAMMEDANS

SECTION III

POLITICAL, CIVIL, AND RELIGIOUS STATF OF THE
PENINSULA, DURING THE DOMINATION Or THE
MOHAMMEDANS

I StaTE OF MoHAMMEDAN SpPAIN

CHAP 1

GOVERNMENT——RELIGION ~—LAWS-—LITERATURE—SCIENCE, ETC

Havine detailed, with a brevity which may be well
termed severe, but which, n a compendium lhike the
present, was unavoidable, the most striking events of
the pennsular history during the Mohammedan dorm-
nation, we proceed to one more useful, and, to us at
least, more attractive,—the condition of the various
kingdoms from the foundation of the Asturian state by
Pelayo to the accession of Carlos I, or, as he 1s more
generally known, the emperor Charles V

Mohammedan Spaimn ongmally comprehended nearly
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2 HISTORY OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL

nine tenths of the pemmnsula ! Under the viceroys of
the cahphs and the immediate successors of the first
Abderahman , that 1s, from the commencement of the
eighth century to the fall of Almanzor at the close of
the tenth?, 1t was the admiration and terror of Eu-
rope The revenues which the kings of Cordova derived
from their ample possessions— from Andalusia, Gra-
nada, Murcia, Valencia, Toledo, Estremadura, Algarve,
from many cities of Leon and Old Castile, from most
of Aragon and Cataloma, to say nothing of Africa and
the Mediterranean 1slands — were, doubtless, 1mmense
By these means the Mohammedan potentates were en-
abled to mamtamn constantly, m fact, not only a con-
siderable native army, but great bodies of foreign auxi-
haries  According, howcver, to Abu Bekir, these mer-
cenaries were among the chief causes which hastened
the decline of that splendid monarchy The spint of
nationality was not destroyed , 1t was fostered by trans-
plantion from the original soil the Egyptians m Beja
and Lishon, the Persians in Huete, the Assyrians m
Granada , the Berbers and Slavones in most of the great
cities, especially about the court, the inhabitants of
Damascus, Emessa, and of Old Palestine in Cordova,
Seville, Niebla, Medina, Sidoma, and Algeziras, became
so many rival factions, all eager in the pursuit of power,
and all mutually hostile  Their frequent quarrels oc-
casioned great disasters 1n the state, and ailowed the
ambitious, no less than the desperate, a long-continued
mmpumty How Muza ben Zeyad, Omar ben Hafs,
Calib ben Omar, and other rebel chiefs, contrived to
retain and even to extend their governments, has been
seen 1 this hustory At length Cordova fell fiom 1ts
proud emnence, and the rulers of Toledo, Badajoz,
Beja, Seville, Ecnja, Malaga, Granada, Almena, Lorca,
Murcia, Dema, Valencia, Lerida, Saragossa, and Hu-
esca, openly aspired to independent sovereignty ¢ How

1 See the beginning of Chapter I 1n the present volume
2 Vol 1 p 299
3 Ibid. p 278 275 282, &c 4VolIl p 2
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many of these states were anmhilated by the king of
Seville !, how his own, with those which still survived,
were swept from the face of the pemmnsula by Yussef,
the first emperor of the Almoravides, how this Afr-
can dynasty was subverted by that ot the still more
ferocrous Almohades 3 , how, 1n the decline of the latter,
the local governors again endeavoured to establish in-
dependent kingdoms+, how the Moorish domination
was thus circumseribed within the mountainous region
bounded by the sea, and by a line drawn from Malaga
through Archidona, Loxa, Guardia, the Sierra de Ca-
zorla to the environs of Lorca, and how this small state
was still further limited by the succeeding sovereigns of
Castile, from Alfonso el Sabio to 1ts final subjugation
by Fernando the Catholic, must be sufficiently known
to the reader 9

In all the states of Spain, Mohammedan or Christian,
the government was absolute, but not despotic If the
Christian could appeal to the legal code of the country
he 1nhabited, as a protection against arbitrary power, the
Mohammedan could also invoke the provisions of the
Koran If that appeal, or their invocation, were some
times disregarded amidst the storms of wanton violence,
they were but an exception to the general rule In
Cordova the sovereignty was also hereditary, from the
pertod of the first and greatest of the Abderahmans,
but the apphcation of the right was for some time a
subject of dispute Some of the sheiks and cadis con-
tended that proximty should prevail over represent-
ation , 1 other words, that on the death of the eldest
son and heir apparent to the throne, the children of
that son, as being two degrees removed from the reign-
ing monarch, should be set aside 1n favour of the second

1Vol IT p4 2 Ihd p 1821 3 Ibd p 57

4 Ibd p 5153

5 Abu Abdalla, Vestis Acu Picta, necnon Abu Bekir, Vestis Serica
(apud Casiri, Bibliotheca, Arabico-Hispana kdcurialensis tom n passim)
Alh d1, Suppl ‘"'“,ﬁ 200, &¢ (1n eodem tomo ) Ximenes, Historia
Arabum (apud Schottum, Hispama Illustrata,tom n) Conde, by Marls,
Hustorre de la Domination des Arabes et des Maures en Espagne et en Por-
tugal, passsm Masdeu, Histona Critica de Espafla, tom. 1. varus locis _

B 2




4 HISTORY OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL

son, who stood but one degree remgved from him In
the plemtude of his power, indeed, no less than of his af-
fection, Abderahman I caused his youngdi son, Hixem,
to be declared his successor!, but, after his death, many
chiefs of the state, struck with the mnjustice of this
proceeding, espoused the cause of the excluded princes 2
The commotion to which the uncertainty of succession
led —whether 1t should depend on representation or
proximity — occasioned the adoption of the legitimate
order, iz, that the brothers of a deceased king should
be excluded 1 favour of the grandson,3
Next to the king 1n dignity was the hageb, or prime

mnister, who exercised an uncontrolled sovereignty in
the name and by the authority of his master Then
came the wal, or governor either of a great city or a
province, who had usually one or more wasirs, or Lieu-
tenants under him, according to the extent of his ter-
ritory  The alcard, or governor of a fortress or fortified
town, had also lns wasir  These three were the chief
temporal dignitaries who formed the council of the
prince The cads, or judge, was also frequently admtted,
but generally when the subject of dcliberation respected
the admimstration of justice ~When doubtful points
of the law were to be discussed, the wman, or chief of
each mosque, formed a member of the council, and
for the same reason the fague:, the doctor or teacher
of the law, was often present These were the chief
digmities of the kingdom , for though there was an emir
of the sea, the appointment was not permanent, and
was rather titular than real Besides thcse, there were
several distinguished officers 1n the place, but as these
were generally the same as are to be found 1n the do-
mestic establishments of all Mohammedan princes, nei-
ther their names nor functions need be noticed here 4

1 See Vol I p 259 2 Imd p 260

3 Ibid p 269 See also Casin, Bibliotheca Arabico Hispana, tom n
Masdeu, l!,spu‘lu Arabe, i, 1 and Condé, by Marlis, Histoire de la Do-
nunation, &C passim

4 D’Herbelot, Bibhiothéque Onentale, under the respective names The

render must not exvect hcre to find 1n enumeration of all the digmties of
the Mohammedan world, but the chief only which exasted in Spain



ISLAM — FAITH AND PRACTICE 5

As the laws of ‘e Mohammedans are founded in
their rehglongld as some acquaintance with that reh-
» gion 18 necedMiry before the condition of Mohammedan
society can be understood, we make no apology for ad-
verting to such doctrines and duties of the Koran, to
such expositions of 1ts teachers, as may throw light on
the subject For much of what follows we are indebted
to the Koran itself, to the excellent prehimmary dis-
course of the ablest translator, Sale, and to the Bibho-
théque Onentale of D’Herbelot.

Islam! consists of two great branches, vman, faith or
theory, and dmn, rchgion or practice the former em-
braces the doctrine, the latter the duties, of Mussulmans
First, the objects of this faith are sixfold God, his
angels, his word, his prophets, the resurrection and
judgment, and predestination  Secondly, the points of
practice, or active virtue, are four prayer, alms, fast-
g, pilgrimage 2

1 Islam 1s founded on a sublime and an eternal
truth, Trree 15 No Gop Bur Gov, and on a neces-
sary falsehood, MoHAMMED 1S THL PROPHET 0F GoD

2 He who denies the existence of angels, or asserts
they have any distinction of sex, 1s an infdel They
have pure and subtle bodies created from fire, they
neither eat nor drink, their office 1s to praise God, to
wnte down the actions of men, to carry the throne of
the Highest Four hold pre-eminence among them
Gabriel, or the angel of revelations, who commits to
wrniting the divine decrees, Michael, the friend of the
Jews, Azrael, the angel of death, Israhl, who will
sound the last trump Every man has two guardian
angels, who alternately accompany him, keeping a ter-
nfic account, not merely of his actions but of his thoughts
Eblis, or Satan, was once the most shining of the heavenly
hosts, but he fell because he refused to worship Adam

1 ¢ Islam, ou Eslam, signfie une entidre soumission et résignation du
corps et de I'ame & Dieu’ — D'Herbelot 1he root salasna signifies also to
be saved hence, 1slem may mean the state of salvation

3 D’Herbelot, Bibliothcque Orentale, art Iman, Islam, &c. Sale,
Preliminary Discouarse, section 1v

B 3
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Somewhat allied to angels are the Jin, or Genn, who
are also created from fire, but who are of a grosser sub-
stance they eat and drink, and propagate their kind,
and are moreover subject to death Some are good,
others bad, the effect of their own free-will, for, hike
men, they are probationary creatures !

3 At vanous periods of the world, Allah has made
his scriptures, or revelations, n number amounting to
104, known to mankind Ten were communicated to
Adam, fifty to Seth, thirty to Edns or Enoch, ten to
Abraham, and the remaming four, being the Pentateuch
or Psalms, Gospel, and Koran, to Moses, David, Jesus,
and Mohammed Ot these, all would be required to be
believed were they 1n being, but the first hundred are lost,
and of the last four, the text of all, except the Koran,
has been so altered by Jews and Chrstians, that 1t 1s
1mpossible to say what portion 1s the real word of God 2

4 The number of prophets has been prodigious, no
less than 124,000¢ Among these, 313 were apostles,
sent with a special commission to reclaim mankind from
error , and of these 313, sir, viz , Adam, Noah, Abra-
ham, Moses, Jesus, and Mohammed, brought new laws
or dispensations  The last 1s the perfect and final law 4

5 The resurrection, judgment, and future state, oc-
cupy a prominent part i the creed of Islam  But the
intermediate state must be first considered When a
corpse 1s laid m the grave, 1t 1s recerved by an angel,
who warns 1t of the approach of the two enemies or two
black demons, named Monkir and Nakir  These order
him to sit upright, question him concerning the umty
of God and the mission of Mohammed It his replies
are orthodox, his corpse 1s visited until the resurrection

1 Koran, chaps 2 7 10 35 72 74 ID’Herbelot, Bibliothcque Orientale,
art Ebls, Azrael, &c Sale, Prel Disc sect 1v

How much thest doctrines agrec with those of the Jews, may be seen by
consulting the Jerusalem lalmud with those ot other Orientals, from
dee, De Religione Veterum Persarum, cap 19 20

1he same authorities The Mohammedans are most severe on the

Jews for falsifying the Scriptures

3 Another tradition says 224,000

4 D'Herbelot, Bibliothéque Orientale, under the s1x names above given
Sale, Prel. Disc p 99
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by the breezes of heaven, 1f otherwise, he 1s immedi~
ately beaten upon the temples by iron maces, until he
roars 1n angwsh, so as to be heard from east to west by
all creatures except men and genn This 1s not the
worst The earth 1s then pressed heavily on the corpse,
which 1s to be stung until the general rising by ninety-
nine dragons, each with seven heads The soul of a
good man and true behiever 1s separated gently from the
body by Azrael , but violently, 1f 1t belong to the wicked

1ts state 1s the subject of much dispute It 1s agreed
that the soul of a prophet 1s admutted at once into para-
dise, and that the soul of a martyr enters the crop of a
green bird, which eats of the fruits and drinks of the
waters of heaven , but where the spinits of believers pass
therr berzakh, or middle state, 1s not so clear Accord-~
mg to one account, they remain near the sepulchre, but
with liberty of visiting any place they please , another
says, that they are with Adam, in the lowest heaven, a
third, that they ihabit the well Zemzem , a fourth, that
they remain near thewr graves during seven days only,
and afterwards go nobody knows whither , a fitth, that
they are hidden 1n the great trumpet of Israfil, a sixth,
that they dwell, in the shape of white birds, under the
throne of Allah As to the souls of the wicked, an
orthodox opinion 1s, that being offered to paradise and
rejected, and to earth with the same result, they are
carrted down to the seventh earth, and thrown mto a
dungeon called Sayin, which lies under either a green
rock or the dewil’s jaw, where they are tormented till
the day of doom !

The time of the resurrection is known only to God

! Koran, chaps 28 79, & Sale, Prel Discourse, p 100 D’Herbelot,
art Nakir, Monhir, &c

lhesc opmions are excecdingly consonant with those of the Jews
“ When the angcl of death sits in the grave, the soul enters the body and
raiscs it on ats feet  1he departed s then examined, and afterwards struch
by thc angel with a chain, half of 1ron and halt of fire lhe first blow
loosens the imbs, the second scatters the bones, which are collected by
the angels, the third reduces the body to duot and ashes” (Rib Fhas
n Lishby, ¢t Buxtort, Synag Judaic et I exiconlilmud) One part of the
body, says Mohammed, (who here agam borrows from the Talmud,) nevcr
dceays this s al a)b, the os coc(yg1s, or rump bone

See the Prayer for the Dead, Vol 1T p 87

B 4
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even Gabnel, who sees farther into the divine mimd than
any other creature, acknowledged that he knew 1t not.
It 1s to be preceded by several signs, among which are
—1 The sun’s nsing 1 the west 2 The appearance
of a great beast which shall rise out of the earth n the
Temple of Mecca, or 1n Mount Safa, or 1n the district of
Tayef, or some where else According to one account, this
beast 1s to be sixty cubits high, and the head alone will
reach from the earth to the clouds This monster will
have the beard of a bull, the eyes of a pig, the ears of
an elephant, the horns of a stag, the neck of an ostrich,
the breast of a hon, the back of a cat, the tal of a ram,
the legs of a camel, the voice of an ass, and the colour of
a tiger It will have the rod of Moses, and the seal of
Solomon  with the former 1t will mark the faithful with
the word m#men (true believer) , with the latter 1t will
brand the mfidels with the word cafir (unbehever), —
that every person may be known for what he really 1s
8 The coming of Antichrist, who 1s to be followed by
the Jews ! 4 The descent of Jesus, who will embrace
the faith of Islam, marry, and have children , and who,
during his continuance on earth, will kill Antichrist.
5 War with the Jews, who shall be nearly all exter-
minated 6 The irruption of Gog and Magog — called
Yajul and Majul — at the head of countless myriads of
followers , so many, indeed, that these alone shall drink
up the lake of Tiberias, but all shall be destroyed 2
7 The comng of the Great Mehedi, who shall fill the
earth with righteousness 3 8 A great wind, which shall
sweep away all who have faith equal to a gram of
mustard-seed  'When the time of the resurrection

1 The whole number of signs, as collected by Pocock, are twenty-five
Some of them, as the taking of Constantinople, have already appeared , a
circumstance which must puzzle the ingenuity of the faquis

2 Of Gog and Magog, as they are called by the Hebre #s, there are won-
derful tales in the Arahan histories Lheir people —for each has given
name to a fabulous nation—are confined by the barriers of Mount Caucasus,
but will one day rush forth to destroy the country The authorities quoted
by D’Herbelot exile them much further to the north As thatlearned
;uthordaupiosen, they are probably the Hyperboreans of the Greeks. See

ndix
. Ppgee Vol IT p 28
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actually approaches, the trumpet will be thrice sounded
The first blast, called that of “consternation,” will fill
with terror all who hear 1t, 1n heaven or 1n earth, except
a few whom Allah shall exempt from 1t 1t will shake
the earth, level not only buildings, but mountains,
melt the heavens, darken the sun, cause the stars to
drop from their spheres , dry up the sea 'Lhe second,
called ¢ the blast of examination,” shall destroy all crea-
tures 1 heaven and earth, except a few, whom God
shall preserve from the fate In forty years afterwards
shall be sounded the last blast by Israhl, who, like
Gabriel and Michael, shall have been raised from death
He shall stand by the temple of Jerusalem, and shall call
mto his trumpet all the souls of men, which shall be
emitted forth by the blast, ike bees, filing the space
between earth and heaven, and flocking to their bodies,
which the earth shall suffer to ascend from 1ts bosom
These bodies shall be rased through the efficacy of a
forty years’ rain of living water  The day of resurrec-
tion and judgment will last, according to some, 1000,
according to others 50,000, years The rsing will be
general, and extend to angels, genu, men, and animals
The manner of resurrection will be different the good
will rise in honour and hope, the bad in disgrace and
despair  Mankind will rise naked !, as they came out of
their mothers’ womb  According to tradition, all shall
be divided into three classes those who walk, those
who ride, those who creep The first are believers,
whose good works are few, the second are those ho-
noured by Allah, who, on their nsing from the grave,
will provide them with winged animals, having golden
saddles, the third are infidels Another tradition divides
the reprobate into ten classes the apes, or those who pro-
fess Zendicism , the swine, who have wallowed 1n filthy
lucre, the monsters, with their heads reversed and feet
distorted, who are the usurers, the blind or unjust
! Ayesha, the best beloved of the prophet’s wives, somewhere expresses
her modest reluctance at being compelled to witness such a sight, but the

prophet truly tells her that both men and women will be too much en-
grossed by other things to notice 1t.
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Jjudges, the deaf and dumb, or they who glory i ther
own deeds , the tongue-biters, or alfaquis whose actions
are at variance with their words , those without heads or
feet, who are such as have injured then neighbours,
those who are bound to stakes and trunks of trees, or
the false accusers and informers, the putrid are they
who have indulged the sensual passions, and those who
are clothed 1n pitch, are the proud, the vainglorious,
and the unjust The pluce of judgment 1s doubtful 1t
may be Synia, or a new world When mankind have
risen, they will be marshalled by the angels, 1 proper
order, until the appearance of Allah, the righteous
Judge , and, during this suspense, they shall all be tor-
mented, just and unjust, but 1n a very different degree

the hmbs of the former shall shine, those of the latter
shall become black, and while the torments of the
former shall pass after the recitation of certain prayers,
those of the latter shall increase The wicked shall sweat
so profuscly, that the hquid shall reach from the ground
to their ankles, their knees, their middle, their ncck or
ears, according to their respective shares of gmlt, and
the sun, which shall be brought within a mile of them,
shall burn so profusely, that their skulls shall boil like a
pot To this must be added such hunger, thirst, and
msery, that they shall exclaim,  Lord, deliver us from
this suffering, though thou send us into hell fire!”
When Allah descends, all the prophets, save Moham-
med, shall decline the task of intercession At this final
Judgment, to each person will be delivered a book, con-
taiing all the actions of his hife the nighteous will
receive 1t 1 the right hand, and read 1t with satisfac-
tion , the wicked 1n the left, which will be bound behind
their backs, while the right shall be tied up to themr
necks An immense balance will next be brought, and
held by Gabriel one scale shall hang over paradise, the
other over hell Into these scales will the books of men’s
actions be thrown, and if the scale of good works pre-
ponderate, the mdividual shall be saved , 1f 1t rise, he
shall be condemned Thisisnot all the man who has
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been injured by another shall receive of the offender’s
ments, and the offender shall, in like manner, recerve
of his dements Brutes will be changed mnto dust
the unbelieving genn will be sent to hell, and the faithful
portion will be admitted— not, indeed, into paradise, but
to 1ts happy confines !

When the trials are past, both wicked and rghteous
must pass A7 Sirat, the bridge which 1s finer than a
hair, and sharper than the edge of a sword, which 1s
skirted by briars and thorns, and which les over the
abyss of hell The just shall pass 1t in safety, the
wicked shall fall into the dark gulf Hell 1s divided mnto
seven regions, each succeeding ore lymng lower and lower
m the vast abyss The first, called Gehenna, 1s the abode
of such Mussulmans as beheved 1n God, but whose
works corresponded not with their faith  these shall be
purified by suffering, and shall be at length relieved #
The second 1s for the Jews, the third for the Chnistians,
the fourth for the Sabians, the fifth for the magians,
the sixth for the 1dolaters, the seventh and lowest for
the hypocrites  Over each will be a guard of demons,
1 number nineteen , but from none will there ever be
egress The torments sustammed by each individual
will be 1n exact proportion to his misdeeds , the mildest
even 1n the first hell will be that 1n which the sufterer
shall be shod in shoes of fire, and 1n which the heat
shall be so intense, that his skull shall boil like a cal-
dron The abode of the wiched behever, in Gehenna,
shall not exceed 7000, nor fall below Q00 years Be-
tween hell and paradise lies 4/ A1af, an elevated bound-

1 Koran, in numberless chapters Sal¢, Prchm Disc p 101—120 D’Her
belot, Bibl Orient art Javioug, Mcheds, &c -

Ihe close affinity of thesc notions with the superstitions of the rabbinica
Jows, and the followers of Zoroaster, must powcrfully strikc the learncd
reader A book, which 1 popular manner should trace the oblig itions
of the Arabs to the Jows, of the Jews to the Porsians and Syrians, and the
analogy which both both bear to the darker passages of the Scrpturcs,
would be curious, and probably useful  korsuch a work there are abun
dant materials 1n the lalmud, the Targums the commentaries of suc-
cecding rablns, and the works of such men as Sclden, Buxtorf, Pocock, and

vde
2 Hence the prayer to be relieved from the torments of Gehenna. See
Vol. 11 p 87
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ary, which 1s also mmhabited, — by whom, has been
subject of dispute Some doctors 1magine 1t to be a
sort of limbo, where the souls of patriarchs, prophets,
and saints abide until the resurrection , others, that 1t 1s
mhabited by men whose good works exactly counter-
balance the bad, so that neither scale preponderates

but we are informed that at the day of judgment they
will be permitted to make an act of adoration, which
will make the scale of merit to outweigh the other
By some, again, the intermediate space 1s said to be
habited by men who have gone to war without their
parents’ leave, and died for the faith, and by such as
have been thrust out of heaven for disobedience !
When the righteous have passed the dreaded bridge,
they first drink at the pool of the prophet, which 1s
supplied by pipes from one of the rivers of paradise,
and the water of which 1s whliter than milk, more
odoriferous than musk, and sweeter than honey = The
abode of the blessed 15 1n the seventh heaven, 1mme-
diately beneath the throne of Allah  The soil 1s of the
finest wheat flour, or musk, or saffron, the pebbles are
pearls , the walls of 1ts buildings a1e of gold or silver,
and the trunks of the trees are gold Of these trees
the most famous 1s the Tuba, or tree of happiness <, of
which, though 1t stands 1n the palace of Mohammed,
a branch reaches to the dwelling of every true believer

1t 1s laden with the most delicious fruits, which sponta~
neously reach the hand of him who wishes to eat them
Nay, such are 1ts virtues, that 1f the blessed inhabhitants
wish for meat, or game, or fowls, they will instantly
appear ready dressed for his use, if for raiment, the
most splendid will be seen at his hand, 1f for a beast
to ride on, 1t will come forth i the twinkling of an
eye, ready harnessed This tree 1s so large, that the
fleetest horseman, in a hundred years, would be unable
to gallop from one extremity to the other The rivers

1 The best description of Al Araf, 18 in the words of Sadi —*° Qu’il paroit
un enfer aux bienheureux, et un paradis aux damnés *— D’Herbelot
3 T he Tree of Life of the Scriptures
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of paradise, runming with milk, or wine, or honey,
spring from the roots of Tuba — But what are these
glories when compared with the Ahur-al-oyun, or black-
eyed maids of paradise, who are created, not from clay,
but from the purest musk, and for the dehght of the
faithful > Free from the impurities which attend mor-
tal women, endued waith the strictest modesty, passing
their time 1n 1mmense pavilions of hollow pearls, they
await the arrival of their destined husbands No
sooner does one of the faithful arrive at the gate of
paradise, than, having drunk of one fountamn, and
bathed 1n another, he 1s accosted by beautiful youths, of
whom one carnies the joyful news to Ius fair future
associates At the same time one angel throws over him
the robe of heaven, while a second places a ring on
each of his fingers The degree of happiness he 1s
destined to enjoy will dcpend on the degree of his
merits , the most eminent place will be assigned to the
prophets, the second to martyrs, the third to the doctors
and teachcrs of the truth, the fourth to the great body
of the saved The very meanest behever, however, will
have his scparate mansion, with seventy-two wives,
besides those he had on earth, and with 80,000 do-
mestics  According to another tradition, at his meals
he will be attended by 300 of his servants, who will
place on the table 300 golden dishes, each con-
taming different meats, all equally exqusite, and
from as many vessels shall he drink hquors, in like
manner differing from each other  And then as to the
wine ' — though that mtoxicating beverage be forbidden
here below, m heaven 1t 1s not, because 1t has no such
quality , 1ts delicious taste surpasses description  And
to increase the measure of feliaty for every possible
enjoyment, whether of the table or of the hourns, the
capacity of each true believer will be augmented a
hundred-fold, and will never be followed by satiety 1t
any object to these pleasures of the table, as an 1mpu-
dent Jew did to the prophet, on the ground that so
much eating and drinking must give great trouble mn
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the necessary evacuations, we answer, as the prophet
did, that the imhabitants of paradise will not have so
much as to blow their nose, for all superfluities will be
carried off by a perspiration sweeter and more odorifer-
ous thanmusk  The magmficence of the garments and
furmiture cannot be concetved In short, none of the
senses will want 1ts proper dehght If the ear 1s to be
gratified by music, not only will 1t be thrilled by the
singing of the girls of paradise, and by that of Israfil,
who has the sweetest voice of all God’s creatures, but
by the harmony of the very trees, which shall celebrate
the divine praises with wondertul melody Nay, bells
attached to the trees will be put in motion by a breeze
proceeding from the throne of Allah, whenever the
blessed ash for the entertammment, and the rustling of
the golden branches shall produce a harmony, of which
the fancy can form no conception  But these are only
the common enjoyments of the celestial region, reserved
for the meanest of the faithful, of those who ihabit the
fourth stage of biss what must be the honours and en-
Joyments of such as share a more peculiar degree of
God’s favour! They cannot be described One of the
most 1neffable 1s the privilege of beholding the divine
countenance mght and morning !, and this 1s that full
and perfect bliss, in comparison of which all the sensual
dehghts dwindle into nothing, and will, i fact, be
forgotten 4

1 ¢ Llautcur du Tefuir Keber dit, que lorsque les ames saintes sont
&clairees d ins la beatitude des ravons de I lumigre divine, leurs substances
sont cntigrement penctrces de la splendeur de cclqu ils connassent, et
c’est la pramere degre de la folicite qui s exprime par ce mot du verset
Jorzecoun, Iis sont pourvits abondamment * — D*He» belot

2 Koran, 1n a multitude of chapters, too numerous to be cited,
amongst which, chips ¢ 7 10 15 40 63, &c  D’Herbdlot, art Al Araf,
Génnah Akhrat, Gehennem  Sale Prel Disc p 120—133 1his last
named author 1» much indebted to I’ Herbclot, and more sull to Maraca

Foreseeing that the wise would despise his scnsual enjoyments, Moham.
med was compelled to make the beatific vis on a part of 1ts enjoyments  But
this spiritual bliss 1s little tclt or understood by the Mussulman, who always
dilates on the corporeal pl¢wures

Compare the above desiription of hell, purgatory, and paradise, with
Hyde, De Religione Veterum Persarum, p 162 245 402, &c, and with
the corresponding portion ot the lalmud, when 1t will be scen how much
the author of the Koran 1s indebted to the Magian and Jewish supersti-
tions,
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6 The last great article of faith 1s predestination,
which makes all human actions of inevitable necessity,
and which, consequently, makes God the author of sin
and of musery To reconcile the justice of heaven with
the free will of men has sadly puzzled the faqus,
whose 1nterminable and subtle disputes have long dis-
tracted the Mohammedan world !

Such are the chief doctimes required to be believed
by the behevers of the prophet let us now bnefly ad-
vert to the fundamental duties, which, as before observed,
are four 1n number

1 Under the head prayer are also comprehended the
ablution or purification, which are the necessary pre-
parations to 1t Of these ablutions, the first 15 a total
1mmersion of the body, which 1s necessary after the
copula carnalis, after approaching a corpse, 1n women
after the fluxiones menstruales, or childbirth  The
second 1s the ordinary one of the face, hands, and feet,
before prayer, however and wherever that prayer 1s
offered up to heaven Where water cannot be had, sand
may be used It will be readily conceived that this
form, however obligatory, 1s meiely typical of nternal
purity  Prayer itself 1s so necessary a duty, that 1t 1s
called the pillar of religion, and the key of paradise
It takes place five times 1n the twenty-four hours —
1 before sunrise, 2 at mid-day, as the sun begins to
decline, 9 in the afternoon, 4 after sunset, 5 be-
fore the first watch of the might At these times the
criers ascend the tower of the mosque, and 1in a loud
voice summon the faithful to their devotions While
engaged 1n this rite, every face must be turned towards
the temple of Mecca Here human pomp must
be laid aside, and no women must be admitted, lest

other thoughts than those beseeming the place should
anse 2

! Koran, chaps 2, 3,4 D’Herbelot, art Cadha _Sale, ul suprd

D Herbelot 1s very full on predestination 1o his great work we refer
the more curious reader

2 Koran, in multis locis  D’Herbelot passim _ Sale, ubi supra.

Compare with Hyde, De Relig Vet. Pers and with the lalmud.
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2 Almsgiving 1s twofold, legal and voluntary the
former of 1ndispensable obligation, and 1s given for five
things, — cattle, money, corn, fruits, merchandise The
proportion 1s usually one fortieth , but when a man ob-
tamns much more than what 1s necessary for the decent
support of lus family, he should give a fifth part, not
merely of his gain, but of his substance, 1 alms At the
end of Ramadan, every Moslem who 1s not miserably
poor must give a measure of wheat, or some other gramn,
for himself, and the same for each individual member
of his family  Voluntary alms have great ment
“Prayer,” said the Caliph Omar Ebn Abdelasts, “ carries
us half way to God, fasting brings us to the door of his
palace, alms procure us admission ”

3 Fasting implies not only refraining from food, but
from every enjoyment, from every sin, even i thought,
from the consideration of any object, except God'
During the whole month of Ramadan, from sunrise un-
til sunset, fasting 1s obhigatory  Voluntary fasts have
great merit

4 The pilgnmage to Mecca 1s said to be so essential
to salvation, that he who dies without undertaking 1t
might aswell die an infidel Into the ceremonies observed
on that occasion, we cannot enter, they are to be found
described 1n works of easy access !

Besides these practices, there are several negative pre-
cepts in the Koran Among these are the well known
prohibition of wine, yet, 1n all Mohammedan countries
1t has been used, not however to excess, hy all except
the ngidly righteous,— a small proportion 1n every state
Under this head, tobacco and opium have been included
by later casuists, as virtually involved 1n the prohibition
Blood, and swine’s flesh, and the flesh of whatever ani-
mal has died by disease or accident, are equally forbidden,
and so was also the food offered to 1dols  The prohibi-
tion aganst gaming 1s better observed, —at least by the
more reputable classes of society, but there has been

1 The same authonties
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and still 1s a dispute, whether the game of chess be not
lawful The reason why most of the doctors exempt 1t
from the prohibition 1s, that 1t 1s not a game of chance,
but of shall It 15 certainly indulged 1n without scruple
by all but the ngidly nghteous Divining and usury
are also forbidden !

But the most important part of our present subject
concerns the laws and civil mstitutions of the Koran
The junsprudence of the Mohammedans 15 entirely
founded on that book, just as that of the Jews 1s on the
Pentateuch

Polygamyas declared by the Mohammedan doctors tobe
not only a lawful but a moral institution , but the license
has 1ts limits  According to the cxpress words of the
Koran, no man should have more than four women,
whether wives or concubines, but by many of the Mos-
lems this 1s understood rather as a recommendation than
as a command  Certamn 1t 1s that the usual interpre-
tation hmits the number of wies to four, but leaves that
of the concubines mdefimite  Accordingly we find that
while the rich and great confine themselves to the tour
former, they make ample amends by filhing their harems
with the choicest beautics under the latter titlc  But
fortunately for domestic peace and the human affections,
this 1s a luxury which s demed to the poor, — that 1s, to
nimety-nine hundredths of the Mohammedan world, —
who have but one wife, and who are unable, from the
same cause, to maintain female slaves In accordance,
however, with the sensual indulgences of this brutish
rehigion, the poorest man may have a variety of women
by the facility of diworce, he may at any time repudiate
her for any cause or no cause his own will 1s sufficient
But the wife has no such privilege she cannot leave her
husband without good cause, such as 1ll usage, want of
proper support, neglect of the debitum conjugale,
impotentia nature, and even in these cases she loses her
dowry When divorced, she must suffer three months

3 Koran, chaps, 2,5 5, & D’Herbelot, art, Scharab  Sale, sect. v
VOL 1IV. o
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to elapse before she can contract another marnage, and,
if pregnant, she may continue i her husband’s house
till delivered  If, at the time of her repudiation, she
have an infant she must nurse 1t until 1t be two years
old, — both being maintained at his expense, — before
she 1s permitted to re-marry !

In the commencement of Mohammedanism, whoredom
was severely pumshed , both parties bemng closely con-
fined and left to perish It was afterwards ordamed
by the Sonna2, that the adulteress should be stoned , 1f
a single woman, who simned with a man, she should re~
cerve one hundred stripes, and be bamshed durmng a
year A female slave convicted of the crime suffercd
only half the pumshment, viz fifty stripes, and six
months’ banishment  Before a woman should be con.
victed, four competent witnesses were required , and if
any such accuser could not substantiate his charge, he
was to recerve fourscore stripes, and be held infamous
Simple fornmication was punished with one hundred
stripes 3

The laws respecting 1nheritance are often alhed with
those of the Jews The general rule 1s, that a son shall
have twice as much as a daughter, and the same holds
good 1 other heirs but there are special exceptions ;
as, where a man bequeaths a portion of his property to
parents, brothers, or sisters, where the division 1s equal.
The chuldren of concubines and slaves are equally legiti-
mate with those born in wedlock, none by the Koran
being counted bastards, except such as were the off-
spring of public women, where the real father could not
be determined. When the testator made a written will
two witnesses were necessary. In general, a man 1s
compelled to leave his substance to his farmly, except a

1 Koran, chaps 2 4, &c Sale, sect, ¥1 p. 176, &c

2 Ce mot Arabe sigmfie proprement ce que les Hébreux appellent
Mishnah, la seconde loi, ou la Loi Orale, qui n’a pas (té ecnt par le 1é-
gslateur, et qu1 est sculement tirde de ce qu'il a dit au fait, et conservée
par tradition, de main A main, par des personncs autonsces —1)’ Herbelot

8 The same authonties Compare with the Laws of the Jews, 1n Levit
ch 15., in Deuteronomv, ch 22,, and in Selden, Uxor Hebraica, lib m
cap 1L and I2
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reasonable portion, which he may bequeath to chantable
uses , and, so highly 1s charity i esteem among the
professors of this faith, 1f he die without such bequest,
his heirs are expected to bestow something on the poor
and the fatherless !

Private contracts require two male witnesses, or one
male and two females , or where no wnter 1s at hand,
to draw up a contract, the debtor must give a pledge ;
or 1f a seller take neither wrnting nor pledge, he cannot
msist on the debt 2

Dehberate murder 1s not necessarily punishable with
death  The next of kin may accept a composition, or
they may 1nsist on the execution of the culprit, but m
the former case, a Moslem must also be redeemed from
captivity Manslaughter, or even accidental homicide, 1s
almost as heavily visited , the unfortunate cause of the
deed bemng compelled to redeem a captive, and pay a
fine to the kindred of the deccased , or if too poor to
do either, he must fast two months The fine for a
man’s blood 1s fixed by the Sonna at a large amount,
—one hundred camels, but out of Arabia a certain
sum might be substituted at the discretion of the cadi
Other 1njuries were compensated by money, or pumshed
by the lex talioms Hence the expression, “ an eye
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” Ongnally, there
can be no doubt the apphcanon of the law was peremp-
tory, but subsequently the offender might be too power-
ful, or the sufferer too avaricious, to render 1t any longer
so  For crimes of an inferior character, the usual pun~
1shment 1s the cudgel hence the saying, “that this in«
strument came down from heaven, so great 1s 1ts effi-
cacy 1 restraimng the rebellous propensities of human
nature”  Theft 1s pumshed by the loss of the offending
member, the hand , but the Sonna forbids the infliction
of so severe a chastisement, where the thing stolen falls
below a certain value 3

1 Koran, chaps 4,5 Sale, Prel Disc p 182

2 1 he same authonties.

3 Koran, chaps, 2 4,5 bSale, Prel, Disc p 185, &c
2

]
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Under the mstitutions of the civil law may be com-
prehended the duty of warring against infidels, which 1s
declared to be of high merit 1n the sight of God they,
m fact, who fall in such a strife, are called martyrs, and
promised instant admission into paradise Hence the
sword 1s, by some divines, ecalled the key of heaven ;
and one mght’s defence of the Moslem terntory supe-
rior 1 the eye of Allah to two months’ fast  During
the nfancy of this faith all captives were doomed to
death , but humamty soon shuddered at the slaughter,
and substituted slavery for it  When the Moslems
declare war agaimnst the infidels, they are enjomned to
make three offers,— the Koran, the tribute, or the
sword If the first be accepted, the enemy becomes a
brother, and cannot bc injured 1n person or substance -
if the latter, the submissive nation may continue to pro-
fess 1ts own religion, and enjoy 1ts own laws, 1f both
are refused, and the assailants conquer, the vanquished,
with thar wives and children, become their slaves, or
they may bc put to death  Of the spoil made 1 war,
one fifth went to the caliph, or the kings of Cordova !

Like Chnstiamty and Judaism, Islam has 1its scets,
who are usually divaded into two grand classes,—the
orthodox, and the heterodox

Of these, the former are called Sonmites, or Tradi-
tiomsts, since they acknowledge the authority of the
Sonna, which 1s a collection of traditions relative to the
sayings and doings of the prophet, and 1s a sort of sup-
plement to the Koran They are subdivided into four
chief sects, which, though agreeing in essentials, differ
n their terpretation of the book  The founders are
regarded as consummate masters of jurisprudence, and
as the glory of Islam The first orthodox sect are
called Hanefites from the name of their founder, Abu
Hanifa al Noman Ebn Thabet, a native of Corfu, who
was bornimn the A H 80, died A H 150 His last
years were spent 1n prison, at Bagdat, where he 1s said

1 The same authonties, with the addition of D’Herbelot, Bibhiothéque
Onentale, art. Mohammed, &c,
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— o doubt hyperbohcally— to have read the Koran
seven thousand times His only crime was his retusal
to serve the office of cadi, or judge, for which, in the
humility of his heart, he thought himself unquahted

His disaiples are called the followers of reason, since
they resolve legal questions by natural equity 2

Malec Ebn Ans, who flourished at Medina, between
A H 90 and 179, the head of the second sect, also re-
vered the traditions of the prophet In one case, how-
ever, he must have deviated from them, to follow his
his own erring judgment, as i his last illness he wept
that he had not always been directed by them  As the
doctrmes of his predecessor are professed m Turkey and
Tartary, so were his own 1n Spamn and north-western
Africa 3 Mohammed Ebn Edris al Shafei, born at
Ascalon, A H 150, died 1n Egypt, A IT 204, founded
the third sect So famous was he held for learning,
that a nival doctor called him the sun of the world, and
salutary as health to the body That rival, however,
(Ebn Ifanbal) at first held him 1n contempt, and even
forbade his disciples to converse with him , but being
soon convinced of his own injustice, and resolved to
make atonement for 1t, he followed the sage every where.
Being one day surprised by one of his own scholars, as
he walked on foot after the mule of Al Shafei, the youth
demanded,  How 1s 1t that thou, who hast forbidden us
to see Al Shafer, followest him thyself ?” and he replied,
“ Hold thy peace' whoever follows even his mule
must become wiser ! Al Shafer indeed 1s said to have
been the first who reduced junisprudence to a system
from the Sonna  His merits were equal to his learning
“ Whoever,” said he, “ pretends to serve the world
and 1ts Creator at the same time 1s a har” He never
swore by the name of God, and never mentioned 1t
without reverence So diligent a student, and so devout
a Mussulman, that even the might he divided 1nto three
parts — one for meditation, the second for prayer, and
the third for sleep His doctrines are spread widely
over Arabia and Persia 4 Ahmed Ebn Hanbal, at

¢ 3
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first the rival, and eventually the bosom friend, of Al
Shafe1, was born either in Khorassan or at Bagdat, A H
164 He was the founder of the fourth sect, and was
80 well versed i the Sonna, that he could rcpeat, we
are told, a million of traditions Belonging to the most
ngid order of the orthodox, he believed that the Koran
was uncreated and eternal, and subsisting mn the very
essence of God  Another sect, however, with far more
reason, contended, that 1f the Koran was thus co-eternal,
there must be two 1ndependent and eternal beings, — a
manifest heresy The caliph Al Motassem, who as-
sumed the more rational hypothesis, was so mcensed at
the doctrine of this teacher, that he scourged and 1m-
prisoned lum  Ebn Hanbal died at Bagdat, A H
241, and was followed, we are told, to his grave, by
800,000 men, and 80,009 women a more wondertul,
1f not miraculous testtmony 1 his person 1s, that on the
day of Iis death, 20,000 unbchicvers, consisting of
Christians, Jews, and Magians, embraced the faith of
the prophet The sect became excecdingly numerous
duning the three following centuries At prescnt, how-
ever, they are scarcely to be found beyond the confines of
Arabia !

But, 1 this as 1 every other faith, the number of
heterodox always excecds that of true believers while
the chief sects of the latter are only four, those of the
former are many times that number  All, however nu-
merous their ramifications, may be ultimately traced to
four arch heresies

I The Motazaltes, or Separatists, werc the followers
of Wasel Ebn Ata, who, m the first century of the
Hegara, separated from the orthodox interpretations of
the faithful They denied the etermty of the divine
attributes, which they considered inconsistent with the
divine unity , and taught that God knows every thing by
his essence, not by an act of the mmnd They conse~
quently demed the eternal existence of the Koran, the

1 D'Herbelot, Bibliothtque Orentale, under the four names above men=
tioned. Sale, Prel. Disc sect. viu.
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doctrine of predestination , and the temporary duration
of punishment in the first hell —the abode of the
wiched behevers, who, they contend, will be subject to
the same everlasting penalty as the other damned, — the
same 1n duration, not 1n degree  No fewer than twenty
sects are said to have onginated 1n the dogmas of this
We can notice only the more remarhable —1 The
Hodeians, or the followers of Hamdan Abu Hodel,
who contended that the divine essence and hnowledge
are one and the same thing, that his essence 1s simple,
and mdivisible, that 1t has nothing posterior or acces-
sary 2 The Jobbawans, trom their leader, Al Jobbai,
made other subtle distinctions between knowledge and
essence 3 The Hashemates, from Abu Hashem, were
not behind their brethren in scholastic disputes, man-
tainmg that davine knowledge 1s an attribute, and there-
fore posterior, or accessary , but they, at the same time,
taught that the faalty itself of knowing was co-eternal,
or even 1dentical, with the essence 4 The Nodhamates,
from their chicf, Ibralim al Nodham, not only denied
predestination, for fear of making God the author of evil,
but affirmed that he had not the power to do evil Thus,
however, 1 a physical sense, was denied by others, who
contended that though, as all things were posuble to
him, he could produce evil as well as good, yet he
never did produce a result so contrary to his nature As
to the Koran, this doctor maintamed that there was
nothing miraculous about 1t, except 1ts prophecies , that
its style and composition had nothing uncommon, but
might be equalled, nay surpassed, by the Arabs, 1f they
were allowed to exeruse themselves m such subjects
5 The followers of Ahmed Ebn Hayet held Christ in
more honour than Mohammed they taught that Jesus
was the mcarnate Word, and will be the Judge of all 1n
the life to come , and that souls migrate from one body
to another, but not eternally, the last body being com-
pelled to answer for the misdeeds of the preceding
6 The disciples of Al Jahed taught that the damned
would, 1n process of time, cease to be tormented, therr
c 4
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substances becoming of the same nature as the fire
They acknowledged no more than the two fundamental
tenets of Islam as necessary to salvation, and they
taught that the Koran was a body sometimes changed
nto a man, sometimes into a beast, but mn this they
doubtless had an allegorical meaning 7 Al Mozdar, the
author of the seventh sect, was by far more intolerant
and impious than the preceding He held that Allah was
directly the source of evil no less than of good, and
might possibly be unjust , though he did not assert that
mjustice was produced by him  He declared that all
mankind, except himself and a few more of the same
opinions, were wnfidels 8 Bashar, another doctor,
carried the free-will of man to an absurd extent, de-
claring that man was free from all external influence,
whether of fate or of the senses He taught that Allah
1s not compelled to do any thing for the best, for if he
were, why were not mankind all true believers ? 9 The
followers of Thamama held that smners should remamn
m hell for ever, that free actions have no author, that,
at the resurrcction, all infidels will be anmhilated
10 The Kadars advocated the efficiency of free-will,
and the consequent absence of fate, but, hke the Ma-
gians, to whom they have been compared, they are
thought to have taught the existence of an evil inde-
pendent principle !

IT The second grand heretical sect of the Moham-
medan world comprises the Scfats, or advocates of the
divine attributes, as accessary or posterior to the essence,
1n direct contradiction to the Motazalites It was also
subdivided 1nto several sects, some of which appear to
have removed sufficiently far from the fundamental prin-
ciples here established — 1 The Asharwans, so called
from their master, Ashann  This man was at first the
disaiple of Al Jobbai, from whom he separated on the
following occasion A dispute arose between them con-
cerning three brothers, of whom one hved righteously

1 D’Herbelot, Bibliothdque Orientale, under the respective names.
Sale, Prel. Disc pp 205—216
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the second wickedly, the third died an infant  “ What
1s thar fate ?”” enquired the disciple —*¢ The first,” re-
phed the master, ¢ will go to heaven, the second to hell,
the third to neither, for he will be neither rewarded nor
pumshed ” This orthodox reply did not satisfy the
acute cnquirer, who observed that the third would have
reason to complan, since he might say, ¢ God, hadst
thou given me longer life, I might have entered paradise
with my beheving brother ! ”—¢ But,” replied Al Job-
bai, “ mght not Allah, with equal reason, say, < I cut
thee off, because I foresaw that thou wouldst be wicked,
and 1n consequence damned ?* ”— That,” rejomned the
disciple, “ does not mend the matter , for might not the
condemned brother say, ¢ Allah, why didst thou not call
me away while an infant, that, ke my brother, I too
mght have escaped hell?’” To this observation Al
Jobbai could make no other answer than that the life of
the condemned man was prolonged that he might have
the means of salvation  “ Thcn,” rejoined the pertina-
cious scholar, “ why not allow the infant brother the same
advantage?” The master, alike puzzled and enraged,
demanded, “ Is not the deval m thee » ”—“ No,” replied
Asha1,  but I plamly see that the master’s ass will not
pass the bridge ! ” (that 15, he 1s posed )  Discontented
with his teacher, Ashar: left him, and established a new
sect He allowed the attributes of God to be distinct
from his essence, but forbade the doctrine to be pushed
further Inregard to predestination, he exhibited great
subtlety He taught that God cieates all human actions,
and thereby renders all nevitable , but then, to recon-
cile this doctrine with free-will, he places two co-existent
faculties 1n man — power and choice, so that the action
itself will not start into being, or rather will not out-
wardly manifest 1tself, without the contemporaneous ex-
ercise ot the will Thus, the action, as created, 1s the
work of God , as developed, 1t 1s that of man Ths
Junction of the will with the pre-existing or predeter-
mined action 1s called the acquisition of that action.
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But here, again, many spht on the rock of fatality , for,
making the power and choice ahke inevitable, by sub-
Jecting the very intention, no less than the action, to ne-
cessary and uncontrollable influence, they render man the
mere instrument of his own destiny  To reconcile these
conflicting principles, — to vindicate the justice of God
and the free agcney of man, — the cadi Abu Bekr con-
tends that the essence or substance of the action 1s from
God, but whether that action be obedience, as prayer,
or disobedience, as foimcation, entircly depends on the
power of men  But, said the primitive Moslem, lct us
not too nicely examime these matters, but leave them to
Allah, and do the best we can, knowing, as we do, that
the guilt or ment of actions will be imputed to us
2 The Moshabbchatcs, or asstmilators, so callud because
they assimilated God to crcatures, and contended that
he fills not all space, but moves about from place to
placc, with or without form, 1 a human or any other
shape he chooses to assume 3 The follovers of
Keramn mmproved on the preceding hypothesis, by con-
tending that Allah 1s always corporeal, and has a body
Just hike any other creature, and like any othcr in the ob-
Ject of the senses 4 The Jabars, or the opponents of
the Kadars, dcny all frec agency i man, and subject all
actions to God’s 1rrevocable deerecs  they contend, far-
ther, that paradise and hell will vanish away after the
great judgment , so that Allah will remain the only ex-
1sting bemng 5 The Morgrans teach that the trial of
every true behevcr guilty of a mortal sin will be deferred
to the resurrcction , and hold, thatif therc be true faith,
disobedience will not greatly injure the possessor , and,
on the other hand, that good works, with unbelief, are
utterly nefficacious  Some pumshment, 1ndecd, they
seem to think, will afflict the wicked believer, as he
passes over the dreaded bridge , but he will certanly not
fall into the abyss, however much he may be singed by the
flames from beneath  This opinion, however, 1s modi-
fied 1n the wntings of other doctors, who, for this reason,
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are called sectarians of the Morgian doctrime, but we
cannot pursue them nto their endless ramifications !

I1II The Khorejites, or rebels, were so called because
they revolted fiom Al, after the battle of Scffein, when
their caliph made a disgraceful compromise with his
nival Moawia? They held that by submatting the
things of God to the arbitration of men, he ought to be
accountcd an nfiddd, that any Arabian, bound or free,
1f possessed of the necessary qualifications, might be
raised to the dignity of 1mam , that 1f the 1mam sinned,
he might be dcposed, or put to death , and that 1f no chief
ot the rchigious world existed, the world could sustain no
loss  'Lhese desperate factions were aftcrwards cut to
preces while fighting against the caliph — some say not
once remained alive, while others athrm that nine m-
dividuale escaped the massacre, and fled to different
parts It 1y certamn that thar tuncts have survived
tham down to the present day  Six scets sprung from
this common trunk, diffiring i particulars, but agrceing
i their rejection of Othman and Ah, and m thar duty
of resistance to the spiritual power

IV The Shutcs are the opponcnts of the Khoreptes,
and are not merely the adhcrents, but the 1dolaters of
Al, they teach that the ofhicc of 1mam must not be
considercd merely as a pont of discipline, but as a
fundamental one of rehigion, since where his succession
1s not divine no blessing, but rather a curse, must rest
on the faith of 1slam  Nay, i the blindness of their
hearts, some of them contended, that all rehgion con-
sisted 1n the knowledge and obedience of the truc 1mam ,
and that Ali was esther an emanation of the divine na-
ture, or the incarnation of God himself There were,
and are, many branches sprung from this abominable
root  All, however, concur 1 rejecting and cursing

! D Herbelot, Bibhiothéque Orientale, sub proprus nomimbus Sale,
Prel Disc pp 216—-230

‘1he learned re ider must have perceived that some of the Mohammedan
doctors were no strangers to the Greek philosoph

2 See Gibbon, Dechine and Fall Vol v p 2

3 The same authonties.
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the three first successors of the prophet, Abu Belur,
Omar, and Othman, and either equal or prefer Ah to
Mohammed himself They utterly scorn the Sonnites,
who arc the reputed orthodox, and who hold the Sonna,
a heap of traditions, to be equal i authority with the
Koran Hence the antipathy, at this day, between the
Persians, who are Shutes, or of the sect of Ali, and the
Turks, who are Sonnites !

From these primitive sects have sprung many doctors,
and many aspirants to the digmty of 1mam  Moham-
med himeelf had some rivals, his 1mmediate successors
had many Thus mn the ragn of Al Mohds, the third
caliph of the Abbassidcs, the famous unpostor Hakem
Ebn Haschen, surnamed Al Mokanna, or Al Borka,
the veded, a native of Khorassan, gave himself out as
an 1ncarnation of the Deity, mn the hope of attracting
the Shutes His surname arose from his constantly
wearing 4 veil over his face, from a fear, said his blind
followers, that the splendour of Ius countenance should
strike the beliolder with death, yet, 1n reality, lest Ins
deformity should be wvisible e contrived to obtan
possession of some towns and forttesses m Khorassan ;
yet 1 the end lus troops werc defeated by the cahiph,
and he himself, fearful of falling imnto the hands of his
enemies, either perished in the flames or 1 a vessel of
aqua-fortis, so that not a trace of him remaimned 2 Thus
Babec, 1n the reign of Motassem, assumed the pro-
phetic character in Adherbijam, and for twenty years
set at defance the whole power of the caliph, until he
was dcfeated by the gencral of that prince  Thus also
the Spamard, Mohammed Ben Abdalla, gave himself
out as the long promsed Mehedi, and founded the
emprre of the Almohades *

Spain was behind no part of the Mohammedan world
i the number of 1its faquis, and commentators of the

1 D'Herbelot and Sale

2 In the splendid poem of Lalla Rookh, Mr Moore hae made this per-
sonage well known to the English reader

3 See Vol 11 ‘i)p 2533 See also D Herbelot, art. Haschen,! Babec,
Meheds, &c , and Sale, Prel Disc sect. vuL
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faith  The MSS preserved i the hbiary of the Escu-
nal, whether of foreign or of native composition, abun-
dantly prove the civilisation of the country  Of these
most are the production of the Sonna doctors, comprised
n the four grand orthodox sects before mentioned , but
not a few there are which bear the stamp of heresy,
and for the c\istence of which we should vainly attempt
to account, did we not know that 1t was the policy of
the kings of Cordova to attract settlers to the peninsula
from all parts of the Moslem world —settlcrs who could
not fail to bring with them not only the most approved
editions of the Koran, but the comments of their re-
spective doctors It 15 no lcss certain that Arabian Spain
could boast of three great schools all presided by
faquis differing 1n some points, though agreeing m the
general denommation of traditiomists  We proceed to
notice some of the theological and legal writers—for,
as observed more than oncc, the two subjects arc in-
separable—who enjoyed the most cdcbnty  the rest
will be found in the hst at the head of the present
volume !

Of these commentators the most ancient 15 Al ben
Mohammed Albagavi, a native of Malaga, who appears
to have flounished at the close of the minth or the
beginning of the tenth century The third volume
only of s commentary, of which Casiri renders the
title by Sacrarum ILaterarum Scentw, 1s now extant,
but that 1s said to display great subtlety — the most
enviable quality mm a Moslem divine  Abu Said Kha-
laph ben Abilcassem, an inhabitant of Cordova, 1s ccle-
brated both for his great lcarning and for hus knowledge
of the Mohammedan law Ilis commentary on the
Spanish and African junisprudence 1s highly prized by
his countrymen Abu Abdalla Mohammed, also of
Cordova, was so celebrated for his erudition and for
his voluminous collection of the canons of the Koran,
that he 1s digmfied with the title, ¢ Doctor of Spam ”

1 Masdeu, Fspaffa Arabe, hb.1l. p 207 Cusin, Bibliotheca Arabica
Hispaiia kscurialensis, passim.
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In equal celebrnity was held Tbrahim ben Abdelwahid,
who wrote on the duties of kings and the art of go-
vernment  Sherefeddin Issa Alzavavi 1s known as the
author of tracts 1 On divorce 2 On wine bibbing.
3 On the use of gold and «ilver plate at table Abul-
wahid Hixem ben Abdalla, chief cad1 of Cordova, wrote
an estcemed treatise on forensic pleading, and the deci~
sion of causes Still more emmnent 1 the science of
Junsprudence was Hixem ben Ahmed, a native of To-
ledo, who, according to the testimony of an Arabian
biographer, cxcelled all hus countrymen of that age (the
fifth century of the Hegira) A work entitled Stella
Lucrdu, or the Shiming Star, on the political mstitutions
of the Koran, and written by a native of Toledo, Abu
Mohammed Abdalla, 15 highly lauded for 1ts erudition.
Another, on thc royal revenues, on the branches of na-
tional ndustry from which they arose, and on the
mode of collecting them, was composed by a famous
cadir of Cordova, Abu Giafar ben Nassir  The critical
ammadversions of Omer ben All, a native of Granada,
on a celebrated commentary on the Koran, by an Ara-
bian doctor, 1s said to exhibit remarkable acuteness, but
often undue severity !

But 1t was not mn theology or jursprudence alone
that the Spamish Mohammedans excelled In other
branches of learnming, i history, poetry, philology, rhe-
toric, 1n the pure and mixed sciences, 1 the useful and
ornamental arts of hife, they also obtamed great, we had
almost sad unnvalled, reputation The glory of their
Iiterature, the first subject we shall notice, appears to
have commenced 1n the tenth century The early kings
of Cordova were certainly enhghtened princes, but whe-
ther 1t was owing to the novelty of ther situation, or
to the troubles which frequently distracted their realm,
or the cares of royalty, which, for these times, appear
to have been more than ordinanly harassing, they did

1 Abu Bekir, Vestis Serica (apud Casin Bibliothec tom n p 37, &c
gum, tog:)n& 1 p 445, &c 1n multis codicibus. Masdeu, Lspafia Arabe,
. p
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Iittle for the encouragement of learming until the acces-
sion of Alhakem I1 That monarch founded an academy
m his capital, established pubhc schools 1n the great
towns, mvited to s court and kingdom the most
learned men of the age, employed some to write the
annals of Spain, others on poetry, others on various
branches of literature and science, and rewarded all
with regal splendour He caused his governors, whether
walis, wasirs, or alcades, to collect the great antiquities
of their respective territories, and he purchased, or
caused to be transcribed, every work of merit which came
to his knowledge ! His library 1s said to have con-
tained 600,000 volumcs  The great Almansor followed
m his steps, and after this general, succeeding hings,
not only of Cordova, but of the separate sovereignties
which were established on 1ts ruins, so that, at the close
of the cleventh century, Mohammedan Spain could boast
of seventy public hbraries, of a umversity i the capi-
tal of each province, and of colleges 1n the other cities.
In these hibraries, 1n 1120, were contained the works
of 150 wnters of Cordova, seventy-one of Murcia,
fifty-three of Malaga, fifty-two of Almena, twenty-five
of Portugal, with a great number of Seville, Granada,
and Valencia, to omit all mention of the boundless col~
lections of foreign writers So great, i fact, was the
hterary reputation of the Spamsh Arabs that when
the caliph of Egypt desired his library to be arranged
and indexes of them to be made, he confided the task
to two individuals of that nation 2
As an enumeration of the writers of Mohammedan
Spain would exhibit nothing beyond a barren repulsive
nomenclature, and as to avoid so dry a detall we have
affixed a comprehensive list of such writers at the head
of this volume, we proceed to notice such branches of
18eeVol T p vl
4 Abu Bekir, Vestis Serica, p 7 Ben Alabar, Chronologia, p 202
Alhomaidi, Supplementum, p 205 (apud Casin, Bibl, Arab Hu}: tom 1i

Casiri 1n_multis codicibus ~ Risco, Espafia Segrada tom xxxi trat 67,
Masdeu, Espafia Arabe,ib u p 171
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Iiteraturc or science as were cultivated with more than
usual success

1 Historrans —Of these, the most ancient 1s Ahmed
Abu Behir Alrazi, usually denominated Rnses, a native
of Cordova, who flourished at the close of the ninth
century  Besides a geographical work, and a biography
of 1llustrious Spaniards, he wrote a volumnous history
of the kings of Spain, and a particular one of Cordova
Of the former history two pretendcd translations re-
main,— one 1n Castilian, the other 1 Portuguesc , but,
with his usual idustry, Casirt has proved that they are
not translations from this author, that they abound 1n
anachronmisms, and othcr blunders, not to be found
among well-informed authors , and that they are a con-
fuced mass of compilations from Christian and Moorish
sources To the fragment of Razis, publiched by that
learned libranian, which appears to be the only portion
of his works now extant, we have been under consider-
able obhgations  In the following century, we find the
names of Abel Madi ben Abiba, who wrote the Iife of
Abderahman ITI | and of Abdalla Abu Mohammed, son
of that prince, who composed a history of the caliphs
belonging to the house of Abbas, and whose tragical
fate has been recorded ! Ahmed hen Mohammed wrote,
m verse, a history of four kings of Cordova,— from
Mohammed 1 to Abderahman 111 1nclusive So sweet
were his stramns, that he was the dehight of Cordova
In the cleventh century, we find the names of caight his-
torians, of whom the most deserving of notice 1s
Mohammed Abu Bekir Almodafar, hing of Badajoz,
who lcft behind him no less than fifty volumes of annals
and matenals for history Abu Abdalla Mohammed,
surnamed Alhomaidi, wrote, besides, a hi-toric supple-
ment, which has been frequently quoted in the present
work, a biographical account of the most eminent
Spamish Moors In the following century, this work
was continued to A B 500, by Ahmed ben Yaha

1 SeeVol L p 289
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Eddubi of Majorca A simlar work was wntten by
Abul Cassim Khalaf of Cordova, which 1s said by Condé
to throw great hght on the history of Mohammedan
Spain during the middle ages The same favourable
Judgment 1s passed on Meraudi, whose ‘ Golden Mea-
dows” greatly assisted the author just mentioned mn the
composition of his mvaluable work  That during the
perpetual convulsions of the Mohammedan states, from
the eleventh to the thirteenth century, writers should yet
be found to record them, 1s honourable to the literature
of the people, and the best proof that can be given how
httle they deserve the epithet of barbarous, so lavishly
apphed to them by the ecclesiastical annalists of the
middle ages — The kings of Granada were not without
their historians ~ Lisan Edin, secrctary to two of them,
wrote 1n verse on the African and Spamish dynasties, a
separate history of Granada, and three volumes of
blography  The second of their subjects 1s no less
mndebted to Abdalla Algiazami of Malaga, and to
Ahmed Almoraxi, who wrote a life of Yusset Abul
Hagiag The ¢ Sweetness of the Rose,” by Ismail ben
Yussef, and the Holy War by Abdalla Al ben Ab-
derahman,— both writers on the affairs of Granada,—
are mentioned with equal respeet It 1s to be lamented
that the preceding works have not been translated and
published, under the title of “ Scriptores Arabici Rerum
Hispanarum ”’ they would be of inestimable value to
the future historians of that country But the most
distinguished place 1n this list must certamly be as-
signed to, 1 Abu Abdalla Ben Abi Bekir Alcodar,
usually called Ebn, or Ben Alabar, a Valentian, who,
i the seventh century of the hegira, wrote the Vestis
Serica, or a Bibliotheca of such Spamsh Arabs as were
eminent for their poetical talents, no less than thewr
dignities, and also a supplement to other brographical
works of a more general nature 2 Mohammed ben
Abdalla Ebn Alkathib, who 1n the eighth century of
the hegira composed the Granatensis Encyclica, or a
dictionary 1n the alphabetical order, of the most emi-
VOL 1V, D
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nent Moors of Spam, a work which ongnally consisted
of eleven parts, but of which the greater portion 1s un-
fortunately lost The fragments, as preserved i the
collection of Casiri, offer the most convincing proof of
the extent to which letters and science were cultivated
by the Moslems  In the parts remaining, he gives us a
hist of about 300 authors and men of learming, and
hundreds more are to be found in other writers on
the subject A still more useful monument of lite-
rature 1s the Vestis Acu Picta, or embroidered garment,
whrch contains a summary of the caliphs and kings,
both of Spamn and Africa, and which comes down to
the ycar 763 of the hegira It may, perhaps, be
doubted, whether the Splendor Plemluri, or brightness
of the full moon, may not be a still more useful book
It contamns the history of Granada, before its found-
ation by Mohammed ben Alhamar, to A 1 705 Durnng
near thirty years the author was laden with honours and
riches by the hings of that city, to onc of whom he was
either hagib or councllor But towards the close of
his Iife he cxperienced the usual fate of those who
trust 1n royal favour , by Mohammed V, 1 A u 776,
he was thrown into prison on a charge of treason, and
beheaded  These were not lus only works, he wrote
on a multitude of other subjects —on too many, per-
haps, to wnite well

The preceding are but a few of the writers whose
works are actually extant many are quoted as high
authorities, of whom no record remains The ment,
however, by no means corresponds with the number
Mohammed ben Abdalla and Abdalla ben Abderahman,
were the last distingmished historians of the Moors.
From a hundred years before the death of the latter,
Iiterature had begun to decline , and 1f we except some
ballads, which chiefly turned on the wars between the
Moors and Christians, 1t was now nearly extinct At
no period were the Mohammedans emment for his-
toric composition  The best of them give us meagre
statements of facts, unaccompanied by reflection, and
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destitute of method They appear to have sat down
to their tasks with the resolution of detailing the most
prominent events in the fewest possible words, — to
compile mere chronological tables In the whole range
of historic iterature there are few compositions so meagre,
and so repulsive, as those by the Moors of Spain !

2 Of Poets Mohammedan Spain can produce a far
greater number than all the contemporary nations of
Europe taken together  Poetry, m fact, was the uni-
versal passion, from the king to the bondsman Whether
here, too, the excellence corresponds with the number,
may reasonably be doubted the fragments which have
sometimes heen published do not exhibit much origin-
ality or ammmation But of their merit no adequate notion
can be formed, until some one, possessed of the neces-
sary learning and leisure, and influenced by the hope,
not of pecuniary reward, but of fame,—a phenomenon
at present scarcely to be expected,—shall unlock the
hidden stores of the Escurial, and display them in an in-
telhigible form to the world Nothing can exceed thc un-
satisfactory manner i which the best writers, in other
respects, of Spain, speak of thc poetry of the Arabs
They give us no information, and are evidently reluctant
to speak on the subject at all And well may they be so
the fact that such ample stores— whether treasures or
rubbish 1s nothing to the purpose, since neither can
be ascertained without examination—he mouldering in
the recesses of that gloomy palace, 1s little creditable to
erther government or people  Some Pocock, or De Sacy,
mght surely anse to present us with a Specimen or an An-
thologie The poetical compositions of the Arabs are of a
light character, such asodes, elegies, epigrams, and satires
theepic or dramatic musestheynever invoked The series
of native poets commence 1n the ninth century Thus

1 Rasis Fragmentium Historiz Hispane cum Dissertatione Casiri (in
Bibhoth Arab Hisp n 319 & 329) Abu Bekir Alcodai, Vestis Scrica,
passim (1n eodem tomo) Abu Abdalla Fin Alkhathib, Vestis acu picta,
Splend 1 (in eodem tomo) Abu Abdalla ben Khaldun,
Vite Virorum Illustrium, p 72 (n eodem tomo) Masdeu, Espaiia

Arabe,ib 1 p 188. Conde by Marles, Histoire de la Domination, &c
(Introéuctnon totom. i)
p 2




36 HISTORY OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL

Mohammed I, who ascended the throne of Cordova 1n
852, and who sung his own exploits, 15 praised for his
eloquence !  Four of his brothers were also cultivators
of the tuneful art, but two of them, according to the
evidence of Abu Bekir, nvito Apolline, and two of his
sons, one the restless Alkassim?, endeavoured to rival
his success, or perthaps to gratify his ruling taste Of
this royal poetic family no work remains to show whether
some of 1ts members are worthy of the praise awarded
to them by the Valentian biographer  In the following
centmy, we find the royal names of Mohammed ben
Abdelmelee, and Abdalla abu Mohammed, both sons of
Abderahman I11I  Some of the mimsters, generals, and
favourites of that monarch, were the constant worship-
pers of the muse Thus, Oberdala ben Ahmed ben Yah
celebrated the victory which he himself had gained over
the Christians at Sotuscobas3, A p 948, and another, the
great Almansor, twined the wreaths of Apollo with those
of Mars* But the eleventh century 1s much more
prolific 1 poets  Notwithstanding the troubles of the
times, the perpetual disputes for empne, and the con-
sequent vicissitudes 1 their condition, even the princes
of this period indulged 1n the prevailing taste > Thus,
at Cordova, Suleiman® and Abderahman?, at Seville,
Mohammed ben Ismail®, and Mohammed Almoateded? ,
at Almena, Mohammed Abu Yalua, and his two sons
at Badajoz, Aben Alaftas, who, even after his deposi-
tion, and while m prison, pursued his favourite theme,
at Alsalla, Abdelmalec ben Hozaill, at Lorca, Abul
Has<an ben Elisa, —all sovereigns, with several members
of their famihies,— were assiduous cultivators of the
tunetul art Besides these, the same century produced a

1 See Vol 1 p 276. 2 Tbid p 278 3 Ind p 987

4 “ Lum mult) scipsisse carmina auctor est Ebn Hayan * Abu Beker,
Vestis Serica, p 50

5. Poems ”* says [ao Africanus, “ maxime ab his complectitur  versos
describunt clegantissimos quum eorum hngua sit castigatissima atque

ornatissima  Siquis alicujus moment: pocta 1iter eos reperiatur, hic ab
slius regioms magnatibus summo excipitur honore ac munificentia.”

Lib 1
s Vol I p 308 7 Id p 307
8 VoLIl p L 9 Ind. p 4
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long list of others less noble 1n rank, but probably more
eminent in talent, whose names will be found m the
proper place! One of them, Abul Wahd ben Abdalla,
the surtor of the princess Valadata, herself no mean poet-
ess, 1s celebrated for a satirical epistle, which jealousy
induced him to write agamnst his rivals, and for which
he 15 said to have been as famous among his countrymen
as Juvenal among the Romans ?

In the twclfth century, perhaps the most remarkable
mstance of poetic taste 1s to be found mm Ahmed ben
Alhassan, a native of Silves 1n Algarve, and 1 his com-
panion Mohammed  This man oniginally followed the
occupation of a merchant, but whether tired with so 1gno-
ble a caling, or ambitious of spiritual fame — the sure
foundation ot temporal authority, — he distributed his
wealth among the poor, and retired 1nto the mountains,
under the pretext of acquiring sanctity  Here he was
soon jomed by the 1dle, the dissolute, and the fanatic,
whom he formed into a resolute band, and led against
the neighbouring villages In A 1 539 he was strong
enough to besiege and tahe Mertola, 1n the province of
Alcmtejo  The news of this success rapidly mecreased
the number of lns adherents he was jowned by a band
of the Almoravides, who with shouts and songs elected
him to be their imamn  Evora, Silves, and even Seville,
fell before him , feats winch need scarcely surprise us,
when we consider the troubles which agitated the whole
of Mohammedan Spamn on the dechine of the Almora-
vidan domination 3 But here lis success ended s
cruelty was such that his very followers forsook him,
and jomned the Almohades He obtained succour from
Urraca, daughter of Alfonso, the emperor, but 1t could
not avail against the indignant inhabitants of Silves, by
whom he was vanquished To escape their fury he
swallowed poison — His great ally and support was Mo-
hammed ben Omar, a native of the same city , who,

! See the table at the commencement of the present volume
3 | he same authorities as before
3 Vol 11 pp 3237

p 3
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after studying the law at Seville, had been associated with
the senate of Silves Under the pretext of rehigious
contemplation, he too had fled from the vicinity of men,
wandering on the solitary sea-beach, where he had bult
himsclf a hut  He at length joined Ahmed, and shared
alike 1n the excesses and disasters of that enterprising
poet and prophet His actions m the field were even
more signal than Ahmed’s, whom he sought to establish
on the throne of Andalusia and Algarve  After reducing
several strong places, among which were Niebla and
Huelva, he advanced aganst Cordova The place, how-
ever, was too strong to be stormed, and hc retired , but
the mhabitants having soon expelled thar king, Aben
Abdelmelec, called hin to the vacant digmty But that
dignity did not blind him to the mnsecurity of his situ-
ation, and after twelve days’ reign, he fled from his
capital  Afterwards he marched to 1educe a rebellious
wasir, by whom he was defeated, cast into prison, and
deprived of his eyes IHe remamed in confinement
until the conquests of the Almohades restored him to
hiberty, and endcd his days at Sale, in Africa, A u 558
Ot thys singular adventurer, several poctical preces remain
i the Vestis Serica of Abu Behir Next we find Abx
Abderahman Mohammed, a native of Muicia, who was
made kg and gencral of lis countrymen to expel the
Alnoravides, but, after various alternations of fortune,
he was compelled to flee into Africa, where he died,
A n 574 His poetic abilities are mentioned 1n terms
of the hghest praise by Abu Bekur, and so also 15 his
ment as an histortan  Ahmed ben Yussuf, of the royal
racc of the Bem Hud of Saragossa, who after the ex-
pulsion of s family by the king of Aragon, Alfonso I 1,
took refuge in Cordova, the government of which he
seized  But having reason to dread the fickleness of
the people, he fled to Jaen, and afterwards to Murcia,
of which, as well as of Valentia, in A n 540, he was
elected king  But the very year of his elevation he was

1 Sce his reign 1n the history of Aragon
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signally defeated by Alfonso VIII , and lest he should
fall mnto the hands of the enemy, he was slain by three
of his attendants Of this prince, several songs are still
extant 1n the Escurial Mohammed ben Hamdan, cad:
of Murcia, Ahmed abu Giafar, successively cadi of
Granada, Jaen, and Murcia, Ahmed ben Mohammed,
wali of Valencia, and Mohammed ben Sad, king of Va-
lencia! , of whom all were active 1n the wars of this
troubled period, —found time to make verses, some of
which still moulder in the same vast library 2

The thirteenth century 1s no less fruitful in poets,
and though these are much fewer m the fourteenth,
and fewer still n the fifteenth, from both together a re-
spectable list might be framed But if even a meagre
nomenclature were desirable, we should not have space
for 1ts 1nsertion, and we must again refer to the table
which we have placed at the commencement of the
present volume

3 Of grammanans, orators, rhetoricians, mathema-
ticlans, astronomers, philosophers whether moral or
natural, physiaans, &c, Mohammedan Spamn presents
4 very numerous hist, and at a time, too, when many of
the sciences were wholly neglected 1n the rest of Europe
It was m the physical and experimental sciences that
the people most excelled Their knowledge of botany
was far famed, that of chemistry was more so, so
great mndeed was their progrcss in the latter most ntri-
cate and then hidden branch of philosophy, that they are
universally regarded, 1f not 1ts founders, at least as its
regenerators 1 Europe , and their works are said to
contamn the germs of many systems, which 1n latter ages
have been regarded as oniginal  That their skill 1n me-
dicine was not inferior 1s evident from the journey of
Sancho*the Fat to the court of Cordova?, and the com-
plete reduction of his corpulency MS commentaries
on Dioscorides and Galen are frequent in the Escurial,

2 Xou Bebr v,
Abu Bekir, Vestis Serica, 51=59 (apud Casiri, Bibl Arab tom 1
8 Vol 11 p 141 168, pp 51=-39 (apud Canr,

D 4
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and hundreds of original works on the subject 1ssued
from the pens of the scribes! In the mathemati s and
the sciences dependent on them, they were, 1f possible,
still more distingmished  The basis of their geometrical
studies were the elements of Euchd, which they com-
mented and 1illustrated with singular acuteness They
have preserved m their translations some valuable Greek
treatises,— the conic sections of Apollonius, for istance,
which would have been otherwise lost To them we
are indebted for most of the improvements in algebra,
which have been made since the time of Diophantus,
and for the anthmetical computation by numbers  The
same may be said of optus, and m a still stronger de-
gree of astronomy The astronomical tables of Ibrahim
Abu Ishac, surnamed Alzarcalli, doubtless served as the
foundation of the famous tables of Alfonso el Sabio, who
even with them would probably have made httle pro-
gress, had he not been assisted by two emnent mathe-
maticians of Granada By the Spamsh Arabs, the
astrolabe was greatly improved, and some other instru-
ments mnvented, especially one for observing the motions
of the heavenly bodies, and called, after the name of 1ts
inventor, Zarculle The names ot a multitude of mnathema-
ticians and astronomers, with therr most admired works,
are to be found in the valuable though hasty work of
Casir1 ©  In reading the histories of nations we seldom
meet with kings who have obtained much distinction for
science or general mformation, but at every step in the
history of the Mohammedan sovereignties of Spam do we
encounter monarchs whose researches or talents would
have honoured a private individual To render therr
works more attractive, not a few of the scientific men of
the middle ages composed therr treatises m verse > Thus
we have a poem on algebra, another on the ordinary

1 Tirabosch: (Storia della Letteratura Italaana, tom vi hb 3 cap 4) as-

serts that, at the period 1m question, thure was not an emnent physician
h_lsag'slz} part of the world' See the Bibliotheca of Casin, tom 1 785

2 Tom n pp 339—4++
3 There are also poems on other subjects, on the laws of mnhertance, on
various branches of physics, and an medicine
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rules of anthmetic, another on judicial astrology, a
fourth on astronomy, a fifth on the powers of numbers,
a sixth on the most recondite properties of the cone
and 1ts sections  That yudicial astrology was cultivated
with great diligence appears from the number of codiccs
in the great work of Casin  In one of these 1t 1s con-
fidently predicted, that 1f the rehigion of Mohammed
should remam until A m 1000, all Spain must mevit-
ably receive the Mohammedan yoke  For the names of
such 4 multitude we have no space, not even for that of
the 1llustrious Averrocs, whose life would lead us 1nto too
wide a field , nor need our silence be much regretted, as
whatever general information could beexpected fromsuch
a compendium as this will be found 1n the proper place !

The useful arts of life were no less cultivated by the
Arabs than hiterature and saence  Ag¢rwulture, horti-
culture, and plantation, were above all encouraged by
the kings of Cordova and Granada ¢ The dehcuous
gardens,” says Masdeu, ¢ which Abderahman I planted
m his court, the advantage which the mhabitants of
Seville and Cordova derived from the Guadalquivir,
whose waters were on every side made to 1irrigate the
sol, and to prescrve 1n activity the mills, the prodigious
amenity and fertility of the gardens of Granada, which
contained 130 mills, and moie than 300 pleasure
houses , the excellent agricultural works composed by
our Arabs, among whom Abu Zaccaria, a celebrated
Sevilhan, merits the title of Prince of rustic economy,
since, as Casir1 well observes, he adapted to the chmate
of Spamn the most useful 1mprovements of Chaldeans,
Greeks, Latins, and Africans — all these are convincing
proofs of the affection with which the Moors regarded
agriculture after their establishment in the peninsula”
The consequence was an almost unrivalled fertiity — a
fact to which ample testimony was borne by the Nu-
bian geographer, who travelled through Mohammedan
Spain at the commencement of the twelfth century

! Casiri, Bibliotheca Arabico Hispana Fscuralensis, tom 1 in mul-
titudes of codices See the Table at the head of the volume.
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If to this consideration we add the amazing abundance
of fish every where on the coast, and the easy tenure by
which the labourer or farmer held the land, — no one
paying more than half, often no more than one third,
the produce of the soil to the landlord, — we shall be
satisfied that the condition of this much neglected class
was not unenviable !

The mechanical arts and manufactures were carried
to considerable perfection Ornaments of gold —a metal
which continued to abound 1n several parts of the
country —both for men and women, magnficent
habits of silk and furs, the abundance of plate in the
houses of the rnich, the extent to winch wool, cotton,
and flax, were wrought 1n the loom, prove, beyond dis~
pute, the industry, no less than the ingenuity, of the
Spanish Arabs By them the use of writing paper was
mtroduced 1nto Europe  Disputed as this question has
been, there can be no doubt that the Arabian historians
are right in assigning the original invention to the
Chimese, from whom the use passed to the Persians,
and from the latter to the Arabians In A m 30,
(Ao » 651) 1t was known at Samarcand, m A u 88
at Mecca, and we are authorised in inferring, that it
was 1ntroduced mnto Spamm mn A » 711  The Arabian
geographer praises the unrivalled quality of the paper
of Xativa, which, as being made of linen, would doubt-
less be much superior to the cotton manufacture he had
seen 1n the east In the Escurial there are MSS of
Dinen paper as old as the commencement of the eleventh
century, yet Tiraboschi, who 1s absolutely 1gnorant of
every thing that did not happen m his own country,
affirms that 1t was mvented i Italy during the four-
teenth century — Commerce was deemed no less worthy
of encouragement than domestic industry  The exports
were the same as those 1 the time of Roman Spamn
The use of ships for trade naturally led to the form-
ation of a naval fleet, both to protect the national wealth
and to convey troops from Africa to the Balearic 1sles,

1 Authorities, the fragments of Casir1 and Masdeu
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and other parts — The fine arts were less cultivated ,
pamnting was almost unknown, and sculpture was ne-
glected, except 1n two or three of the great mosques
And even 1n these, the extent of the buildings, the
variety of the worhmanship, rather than 1ts excellency,
and the magmficence of the materials, were the only
things to be admired  The palace and town of Medina
Azhara!, the superb mosque of Cordova?, and the
palace of Alhambra }, with other buildings, the descrip-
tion of which, though frequently exaggerated, 1s to be
found 1 most travellers, convey a lhigh 1dea of the
wealth and enterprise of this people, — unquestionably
the most wealthy and enterprnising of any in Europe,
from the eighth to the thirteenth century, when they
began to be fully rivalled by the Christians  In short,
all the grcat cities of Mohammedan Spain, Cordova,
Granada, Toledo, Valencia, Ubeda, Coimbra, were
deeply indebted to their Moonsh mhabitants, a fact
sufhciently proved by the still subsisting remains of
their past magnificence 4

I1 SrtaTE or CHRISTIAN SPAIN

CHAP 1I
GOVERAMENT—ADMINISTRATION—LAWS

AFTFR the fall of Toledo at the summons of Tarik, nine
tenths of the Penminsula was subject to the Moham-
medans Murcia, which the Arabs call Tadmir, though

L d

IVol I p 288 2 Ibid p 26

3 Sec the exaggerated description of this palace, in the Encyclopedia
Britannica, and other accessible works In this, however, as in manv
other cises, the actual observer 1s sure to retire disappoiuted

4 Abu Aldalla ben Alkhatib, Splendor Plemlunu, p 250 (apud Casiri,
Bibhotheca, tom 1)  Alhomaidi, Supplementum, p 202 (in eodem
tomo ) Geogr Nublensss, chm v pars]l Abu Bekir Alcoda), Vestis
‘;erlca,{; 52 &c (apud Casiri, tom 1) Masdeu, Espafia Arabe, hb 1
Cond(, by Marlds, Histoire de la Domination, &c , passim
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governed by Theodomir and his successor Athanagld,
was as much dependent on them as Andalusia or New
Castile The districts over which the barbarian sway
never extended were the mountains of the Astunas,
Biscay, Navarre, and an angle of Aragon From the
foundation of the Christian states, the extent of terri-
tory comprised by each was usually variable, dependent
alike on their conquests over the natural enemy, and
among themselves The relative extent of each, from
1ts origin to 1ts widest amplhification, and the gradual
removal of the frontier at the expense of the strangers,
will appear from a hasty glance at 1ts history —1 When
Pelayo established his Iittle court at (‘angas, the Asturan
kingdom could only have occupied the mountainous
district 1mmediately surrounding that humble capital
Thas place continued to be the seat of government under
the reigns of the first five sovereigns, viz from Pelayo
to Aurelio, or from 718 to 774 1t does not appear that
any of these sovereigns, except Alfonso I, made much
addition to the ongmal territory, but that conqueror
extended his frontier into Galicia westward, and pro-
bably to Aragon 1n the east, and as far south as the con-
fines of Toledo! By Silo the scat of government was
transferred to Pravia, which was the residence of his
successors, Mauregato and Bermudo I, wviz to 791,
when, by Alfonso the Chaste, 1t was removed to Oviedo,
where 1t remained until the death of Alfonso 111 ,1n 910
This last-named monarch greatly amplified his dom-
nions, which he extended to the Sierra de Cuenza, 1 the
territory of Toledo, to the Duero, in Estremadura, and
Portugal , 1n one 1nstance, even to the Guadiana 2 His
successor, Garcia, removed the court to the more central
situation of Leon, where, with a short interruption, oc-
casioned by the victories of Almanzor, 1t continued to be
held until 1085 The conquests of that famous Arab
were recovered by Fernando I, and augmented by his
son, Alfonso VI, who took 1oledo, and who, hike his
daughter Urraca, and his grandson Alfonso the emperor,
1 Sce Vol II p 125 2 Ibid p 134
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usually restded 1n that ancient capital of the monarchy

But there was the hingdom of Castile, of which the
capital, until the emperor’s death, had always been Bur-
gos, and which had extended from Rioja to the Vea, and
from Alava to the Dueto  On the accession of Sancho 11T

i 1157, Biscay and Toledo were added to Castile , and,
50 long as 1t and Leon were governed by different kings,
the capiial was erther Buigos or Toledo  After the final
ncorporation of the two kingdoms, and the conquest of
Andalusia by San Fernando, the capital of the monarchy
was Seville, though Toledo, Madrid, and other places,
were trequently honowed by the abode of royalty

From the 1eign of San Fernando, may be dated the true
era of Spanish greatness Murcia was conquered by his
son Alfonso!, and by his successors the kingdom of
Granada—the only Mohammedan one remaining— was
circamseribed  within narrower himats, until 1t was
wholly subjugated by Fernando and Isabel # —2 WNa-
varre, from 1ts origin to 1ts conquest by Fernando V,
underwent little change 1n 1ts dimensions , and 1ts capital
was always Pamplona, though Majorca was honoured
by the royal residence so long as Rioja, which Sancho
el Mayor had annexed to 1t, formed a part of the king-
dom  After the death of Sancho 11I, the court was
Aragon until 1134, at Pamplona, untl 1274, at
Parns, until the accession ot Jeanne 1I and Philip of
Evreux,1n14%29 3 From this period until 1512, the native
capital enjoyed 1ts ancient honours ~ We have said that
Navarre underwent little change 1n 1ts dimensions, but
this 1s to be understood only of Spanish Navarre North
of the Pyrenees, Gascony, Foix, Champagne and Brie,
Bearne, &c were frequently under the same sceptre
These were, however, far from permanent possessions

they were, 1n fact, sepaiate fiefs, perpetually changing
rulers, at the pleasure of thewr natural sovereigns, the
French kings ¢—38 The Lordship of Barcclona, which
for some time continued dependent on the Carlovingian

1Vol I1 p 65 2Imd pp 116 118 Vol III pp 14 31
4 Vol 111 pp 33 37 48 55 &e pp



46 HISTORY OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL.

princes, comprehended, anciently, not only all Cataloma,
but Septimama, Gothia, or Languedoc The Spamsh
march, or frontier, however, was subsequently held as a
separate government ! , on which other lordships, such
as Urgel, Gerona, Ampurias, Vique, Cardona, Manresa,
Besalu, &c¢ were entirely subordinate  The dependence
on France was of short duration, for Wifiedo II, who
recovered Barcelona from the Arabs?, decrees in the
sovereign style— Gratia Der,— and 1s recognised, even
by the French, as the founder of an hereditary state
Under Borello3, the efforts of the Gallic kings to regamn
their ascendency over the province, appear to have been
abandoned as hopeless  From this period to the umon
with Aragond, the counts held as independent a sove-
reignty as any Christian king in the Penmsula — 4 So
long as Aragon was bounded within the mountanous
region at the foot of the Pyrenees, the capital was Jaca,
or San Juan de la Pefia  The conquest of Sobrarve,
Ribagorza’, and Pallas, by Ramiro I ¢ — of the Mo-
hammedan fortresses, from the Pyrences to the Ebro, by
Sancho I 7—of Huesca, by Pedro ® —of Tudela, Zara-
goza, Calatayud, Daroca, Mequinencia, &c, by Al-
fonso 1 9, — amplified this lttle lordship imto a
considerable kimgdom, the capital of which, in 1119,
was transferred to Zaragoza  When Lenda and Fraga
were reduced by the prince of Aragon!? — the Balearic
Isles and Valencia, by don Jayme el Conquistador ! —
Aragon, omitting all mention of her possessions
France, became, next to Castile, the most extensive and
powerful of the Pennsular kingdoms — 5 Portugal, 1n
1ts original limits, as governed by Henr1 of Besan¢on,
the first count, extended only from the Minho to the
Duero!Z, and its court was Conmbra  After the con-
quests won by Alfonso I 19, who penetrated as far as
1 Vol IIIW?p 58 62,63 66 2 Tind p 69

3 Ibd p 4 lbd p 77
5 Part of Ribagorza, however, was the inheritance of the first king of

A n
: I o}i 1"8}1’ 80 :ol})l;ddp 8190 :‘l IIIK(:] 9] 812, 8302
b nd p 1 00 1
» T p 177 13 Toid. pp 180 184 L
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Algarve — by Sancho IT, who removed both to the east
and south!— Lisbon was considered the capital, though
the residence of the court was often at Coimbra, or San-
tarem  From the reign of this last-named prince, Por-
tugal received no increase 1n the Pemmnsula, but her
settlements 1n Africa, Asia, and America?, were exten-
sive enough to place her on a level with the sister
monarchy of Spamn 3

The Government of all the Christian states was abso-
lute but in two 1t was originally elective, 1n the rest
always hereditary  Until the reign of Wifredo 1T, the
counts of Barcelona were chosen by the French kings4,
but from this period the sovereignty was as hereditary
as 1n any other part of the Peninsula  Like their Wisi-
gothic ancestors, the early Asturian hings were doubtless
elected by the prelates and barons, the recognised heads
of the ecclesiastical and civil states, but the hereditary
system seems to have prevailed from the accession of
Bermudo IT 1n 982 and even from the foundation
of the state by Dclayo, the election had been always
confined to the same family, and had generally fallen on
the next heir 1n the legitimate order of succession  If,
on the death of the monarch, the assembled prelates and
barons passed over his children in favour of a brother,
or a nephew, or a son-1n-law, the reason was, that these
children were too young, or i some other way disqua-
Iified for the important office, at a time when not merely
the welfare, but the security of the people demanded
that both the head and arm of the king should have
reached thewr full vigour For the same reason, 1t

1 Vol I1T p 193

2 Iid reigns of Joam I, Alfonso V. Joam II, and Manuel

3 The authorities of the above comprise nearl¥ all the Christian histo-
nans of Spain, from Sebastian of Salamanca to Daman a Goes, and are,
theretore, too numerous to be either cited or named Under the first
mentioned kingdom, the chief are contamned 1n Florez and Sthottus, with
the Chronicles of Castile  Under the second, Navarre, Moret, Favyn, Zu-
nta, &c¢ Under the third, Barcelond, are the Chronicy Vhanense and
Barcioncnse, the Monachus Rivipullensis, the Archbishop Marca, and
Baluzio of Tudela Under the fourth, Aragon, are Zurita, Blan1s, &¢
Under the hfth, Portugal, are Brito, Brandaon, Ruy d¢ Pina, Vascon
cellos, La Cldde, Lemos, &c

4 See the reign of Wifredo 1L in chapter 3 Vol 11I
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doubtless was, that on the death of Ordofio I n 023,
his brother, Fruela I, was elected m preference to his
four cluldren, and this 1s confirmed by the fact, that
though Fruela had 1ssue, he was succeeded by Alfonso
1V, cldest son of O1dofio ! To avord the troubles con-
sequent on a disputed succession, the electors sometimes
supporting different candidates, the choice was often
determined, and the favoured candidate crowned, during
the reign of the actual monarch , but this expedient had
not always the result expected from 1t  However clear
the night of the designated successor,—1f even he were
the eldest son, and possessed every necessary quahfi-
cation for the throne,—he could not anciently cnter
on his functions, until 1t had been sanctioned by the
assembled electors In time, however, the kings of
Leon and Castile were, 1n this respect, placed on the
same level with their brother potentates of Navarre,
Aragon, and Portugal Though on, or immediately
after, hus accession, the estates were convohed, they were
required not to give ther suffrages 1n favour of the new
monarch, but to yield him homage, to receive his oaths
of admimistering the laws with impartialhity, and to vote
the necessary supplics for the support of his digmty 2
For some ages the titles and honours of the Christian
sovereigns were nearly the came as those of the Wisi~
goths  FEach was styled Rex, Princeps, Dominus, or
Noster Dominus , and to these titles, the epithets Glor-
osus, s, Seremssimus, &c, were added 3 As the
Castihan language superseded the Latin, E1 Rey Nuestro
Sefior was, as 1t now 1s, the most usual designation , and
the most usual address was, Sefior Rey, or Vuestra
Alteza IIis powers varied at vanous periods of the
monarchy  Anciently his ecclesiastial authorty resem-
1 Vol II p 138
2 Authonties, besides the historins quoted so frequently n Vols IT
& 111, Monde)ir, Advertencias & la Historia del Padre Juan de Mariana,
Adv 61, & Masdeu, Lspafia Arabe, hb 1 Marina, Teoria de las ( ortes
tom 1, §emptre, Histoire des Cortis d’Fspagne, passim, et ( onside rations

sur les Causes de 1a Grandeur et de la Decad de la Monarchie Espa-

ole tom 1
gns Vol Lp 182
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bled thac of the Wisigothic kings. Like them, 1 He
could 1ssue general regulations for the mantenance of
discipline and the interests of religion 2 He could
preside 1n tribunals of appeal 3 He could nominate
to vacant bishoprics 4 He could convoke, preside
over, and confirm, national councils! But of these
prerogatives, he ultimately retained only the third, — the
nomination to vacant sees, for from the eleventh cen=
tury downwards, such high notions of papal supremacy
were introduced into the Peninsula, that ecclesiastical
junisdiction was not only wrested from the crown, but
all crowns were declared by the more zealous churchmen
to depend on the will of the pontiff 'The temporal
powers of the sovereign during the five first centuries
after the restoration of the monarchy were similar to
those held by the Wisigothic kings?, but in later
times they were doubtless greater The king, says
the code of Alfonso el Sabio, represents God on earth,
and 15 therefore God’s vicar, he 1s the soul and head
of the body politic, which he directs at his pleasure,
his duties are, to preserve internal tranquillity, to humble
the proud, to destroy the 1mpious, to defend the Catholic
faith, and to vanquish his foreign enemies hence, he
can concede or revoke, Interpret or abrogate laws, he
can declare war or make peace, can appoint judges,
levy and exact contributions  But the royal legslator,
or his scribes, admit that such contributions must be
levied or exacted according to the ancient form , — that
15, according to established usage,—that he cannot seize
any thing belonging to his vassals without ther con-
sent, unless 1t be 1 case of civil delinquency, that he
must govern both 1 peace and war with the advice of
good and prudent men 1n the former, of those who
are skilled 1 the laws, i the latter, of expenenced
soldiers  But, though thus forbidden to injure his peo-
ple, to visit them with rigorous pumishments, to trample
on their nghts, or to oppress them by harsh exactions,
were the laws sufficiently powerful to restran him?®
1 Vol T pp 184 186 $ Ind p 183,
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What power could ensure their efficacy > The nobles?
They could be tyrants as well as he, within their respec-
tive governments, and were lable to the same abuses
The prelates? Ther voice was seldom heard n the
tempest of violence The head alike of the magistracy
and the army, the terpreter of justice, the king had
but too great facihties for exercising arbitrary acts It
1s, however, certain that the Spamish kings were seldom
tyrannmcal 1if they sometimes abused their authorty,
they were generally the protectors of the people The
true tyrants were the feudal sefiores, of whose violence
and rapacity there are imnnumerable complants m the
national chronicles, and 1n the acts of the cortes 1t is
worthy of remark, that the queens presided with their
husbands 1n the cortes, the councils, and the tribunals
of justice, and that not as mere spectators or auditors,
but as judges as exercising, on some occasions at
least, a conjoint authonty, and signing like their royal
consorts the public mnstruments  Thus Elvira presided
with Alfonso V 1n the national council of Leon, thus
Sancho el Mayor, in the diploma by which he erected
the bishopric of Pamplona, declares that he does so with
the assistance and consent of his queen, and thus Ray-
mundo of Barcelona 1ssues a decree conjointly with his
wife Adalmodis  These nstances are but three among
hundreds which might be adduced of the influence held
the administration by the wivesof the Spanish sovereigns 1
The domestic establishments of the king, called by
the Wisigoths cura, in the middle ages cohorte, and
now court, was composed of the most distinguished, or
the most favoured subjects Of these the chief was the
major domds, to whom were subject all the domestics of
the palace The armiger, or shield-bearer, held the
1 Authonties, Codex Legis Wisigothorum, b xu, & Loaisa, Con-
cilia Toletana, 11 —xvi1 (the laws and canous are too numerous to be

quoted) Alfonso el Sabio, Las Siete Partidas, part n tit 1 Catalam, Col
lectio Maxima Conc\horu‘!n Omnium Hispaniee, tom x: Con(‘l“lll'll\‘u Le-
P, s roeg

menae f 380, lium Pamp , P

is, Collectio’ Veterum Monumentorum ad Historiam illarum Regi-
onum pertinent: ue descr n libme Marce Hispame, varis
scripturss  Masdeu, Espafia Arabe, hb n passim  Salazar de Mendosa,
Ongen de las Dignidades Seglares de Castilla y Leon, lib, §
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next rank Then came the @conomce, or stewards, the
oapellant, or chaplains, the notaru, or secretaries and
notaries , the cubiwculary, or chamberlains , the cellaru,
or victuallers, and some others whose offices are not
very clearly defined The heads of each department
were styled omates, comitores, condes, counts, or com-
panions, so called because they were the compamons of
the king hence, there was the count of the notares,
the count of the stables, the count of the treasury, &c ,
all which were mere titles of honour, unaccompamed by
any fief In the thirteenth century, however, these
titles ceased , each individual was called according to
the office he filled 1n the Castilian language , and the
chiefs 1n each department had the word mayor added to
the common denomimation The governors of particu-
lar cities and provinces also, 1n virtue of their office,
termed comates, or condes, were either dependent on
the crown, as the count of Bierzo and the Astunas,
or hereditary and sovereign, as were those of Catalo-
ma  Within their respective jurisdictions these counts
were termed tlustrisimos, they hdd courts hike their
liege lord, the king, they apponted judges and other
magstrates 1n the subordinate towns , and in war they
commanded the troops raised i thewr governments
Their deputies were the vizcondes, or viscounts, who,
hike them, in time, exchanged the personal into an he-
reditary title  The great body of the nobles were di-
vided into two classes, — those who held seignorial
junisdictions, or some high offices, and those who had
no other distinction than the common one, of the order
to which they belonged  The latter were called equates,
or caballeros, stmply from therr privilege of mounting
and mantaining & horse, and of wearing certain armour,
through an especial grant of the king The former were
styled optumates or magnates, proceres or primores, until
the word was superseded, about the time of Juan II, by
that of grandee Whether this distinction arose orig-
nally from their age or possessions, or experience 1n the
affairs of a court, ar therr influence as advisers of the
B 2
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crown , or whether 1t did not arise from the umon of
all, may, perhaps, admit of some dispute , but certainly
1t was applied to such only as were frequently at court,
or possessed great influence in the state with equal
truth we may say, that it was a digmty purely personal
and hononific  Hononfic, though hereditary, was also the
distinction of marquis and duke, both 1ntroduced about
the fourteenth century In ancient times, indeed, the
Tmarquis, so called because he was placed over the march,
or frontier, had extensive jurisdiction, but the dignity
existed only m Cataloma, and cannot be considered of
pennsular origin ~ The title of duke, as a military dig-
mity, was known to the Wisigoths , but at no time did
1t ever exist 1n Spain with feudal junsdiction the
condes were the only great feudatones of the crown, who
exercised a local jurisdiction , as senores, vasos, or val-
vasores, prepositos, villicos, (astellangs, &ec  The first
of thesc terms, sefior (semor), 1mplied dominion, whether
over places or persons Vaso, or valvasor, was ap-
phed to the Catalomian nobles, who enjoyed the usu-
fruci of any city, town, or district, under the obliga-
tion of defending the hife or possessions ot the prince
by whom that usufruct had been granted Tlus word
1s, probably, derived from was, trust or fealty 1t has
certainly given rise to that of wassals, mmplying the
enjoyment of certain benefits 1 return for certan
obligations  The preposito presided over the capital of
the kingdom , the villico over a town, somctimes over
a aty, like the modern alcalde, the castellan, over
castles or fortresses Each of these had a vicarw, or
vicar, who acted 1n the event of his absence, or indis-
position  In process of time, however, many of these
terms were disused From the thirteenth century the
governors of provinces were termed adelantados (now
captains-general), while those of cities, towns, and for-
tresses were known as alaldes  Almirantes, or admi-
rals, were established after the conquest of Sewille,
where they usually abode The condestable, or con-
stable, had the same power over the land as the admaral
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over things of the deep he was the vicar of the king,
presided over the military force, and the admimistration
of justice,, but this digmty was generally vacant , doubt-
less, from a fear lest 1ts power should be abused The
first constable was created by Juan 1, during the wars
between Castile and Portugal 1

Of the digmues just mentioned,—such as tie pre-
sides provincie, whether condes or adelantados, al-
caldes, &c — most were, doubtless, of a mixed nature,
partly civil and partly military ¢ Of this nature, too,
was the alferev mayor, whose duty it was not only to
conduct the army when the hing was absent, but to
bear the high sword of justice he received the royal
orders for the arrest of the great, he presided over their
punishment, and was, 1n fact, the supreme judge of the
army hence 1t was required not only that he should
be a good general, but of good understanding, and of
noble lineage The cabullero, or kmight, was also of
noble birth, but exclusively military, unless he held a
avil jurisdiction from the crown, or i virtue of his
hereditary possession  He was sometimes called h2jod-
algo> (hudalgo) on account of his possessions, and some-
times noble, on account of his lineage to be an
hidalgo 1t was necessary that his father, grandfather,
and great grandfather, at least, were so to be noble,
the same qualification on the 1aternal side was no less
necessary  The caballero, or knight, says a law of the
Partidas, should be cruel and accustomed to wound,
lest he should show mercy to the enemy No caballero
could be kmghted by the hand of any one who was not

! Yepes, Cromca General de la Orden de San Benmito (varus tomus,
varusque scripturis) Baluzius lutclensis, Collectio Veterum Monumen-
torum (in multis scripturis)  Florez et Risco, Espafia Sagrada (varns
tomis, muitisquc locis) Alfonso el Sabio, 1 as Siete Partidas, part u tit 9
6, & Masdcu, kspaiia Arabe, b 1 Perez, Compendio del Derecho
Publico y Comun de Fspafia, tom 1 Salazar de Mendoza, Origen de las
Dignidades, b 1 n cap 14 pp 60—66 , also, hb m cap 5=20 The de-
rivation of condestable 18 from comes stabilis, or conde estable, alluding to
the permanency of the appointment

2 ‘¢ segun esto, el adelantado en la paz es presidente y justicia mavor de
algun reyno, provincia, o distrito y en la guerra, capitan general.”—
Salazar de Mendoza, p 6

3 Hijo, son, d'algo, of something

E 3
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a kmght , and he should first have borne the shield of
one The day preceding his admission mto the order,
says another law he shall fast and pray he shall then
be waited on by the escuderos or shield-bearer, who shall
wash him, and place himin a magnificent bed There
he shall be attended by several kmights, who shall array
him i the most costly attire, and afterwards conduct
him to church  When there he shall kneel before the
altar, beseech God to pardon his sins, and grant him
grace to discharge the duties of his new vocation. He
shall then arise, and remain standing all might, absorbed
m devout meditation At dawn of day he shall confess,
hear mass, and communicate, and shall be asked 1f he
wishes to become a kmght, and 1f he will faithfully ob-
serve the rules of the order? If he reply m the affirm-
ative, he who creates him shall order a kmght to bind
the spurs on his feet, another the sword to his shoulder,
while the rest array hrm n full armour, the head only
bemng left bare Then the kmight who arms him shall
unbind his sword, plaee 1t 1n his right hand, make him
swear that he will never flee from death i defence of
his rehigion, his king or natural lord, and his country,
and strike im on the shoulders, saying, ¢ God help
thee to fulfil thy vow!” Then all the kmghts who are
present shall kiss him on the cheek, both 1n sign of
peace and of mutual fidelity, and the same shall be
done by all other knights whom he shall meet for the
first time, until a year have elapsed from the time of his
military baptism And when the kiss of peace and
troth has been given, his sword shall be again girt round
Inm, either by the kmght who creates him, or by an~
other who shall become his sponsor, and answer for his
knightly conduct during his noviciate  He shall always
honour the man who armed him, as well as his god-
father, shall not fight agamnst them, unless in defence
of his natural lord, and even then shall forbear to in-
jure him, unless the life of his superior be at stake
He must be possessed of the four cardinal virtues, —
prudence, forutude, temperance, and justice, must be



OFFICES ELECTIVE. 55

sparing 1n his meals , must read and meditate the deeds
of heroes, he must always be ready to defend not only
his brothers 1n arms, but all the helpless and oppressed,
especially ladies, widows, and orphans In return, he
shall possess many privileges and exemptions, shall be
honoured by all, not even excepting his king  But 1f
he stain his kmghthood by crimes, if he knight one
that 15 unquahfied, if he follow any vile professon,
such as merchandise, 1f he fail 1n any of s duties,
he may be degraded publicly from the order, his
spurs and sword shall be taken from him, he shall be
declared incapable of holding any public employment or
digmty, or even of accusing another at the bar of justice !
Both horse and foot, caballeros and pecheros, had
their captains, who, ike many other digmitaiies, were
anciently chosen by the troops they were destined to
command On this subject we have much pleasure in
quoting the words of a reviewer, who has evidently
apphed much attention to 1t, and who derives, perhaps
with very great reason, the whole system of election
from the north of Europe, the cradle of the Wisigoths?

¢ A king of the ancient Germans could only be raised to su-
preme authonty from a royal hine, but the commander of the
host was chosen solely for his valour 3 The free and warlike
elections of the Germans, 1n the days of Tautus, continued to
be the privilege of the Spanish soldiery, even in the reign of
Alonso 4 So discordant to the constitution and prejudices of
feudal Europe, this custom 1s a vestige of the most remote an-
tiquity, and seems to have been retained by the Spamards
alone ® Only faint and vaushing traces of elective chieftainship
can be found 1n other parts of Europe When military tenures
of land, even 1n their simplest state, were adopted by the Teu-
tonic nations, the franchise necessanly fell into disuse As

1 Las Siete Partidas, part u tit 21 1 1=—-25 Perez, Compendio del De-
recho, tomiv lib 8 tit 2
2 Fdinburgh Review, No 61 p 113
3 “ Reges ex nobilitate, duces ex virtute sumunt *—Tacitus, De Morsbus
Germanorum, ¢ 7 .

4 Here the reviewer 18 incorrect. An attentive perusal of the second
partida will soon prove, that noble birth was as necessary as valour

BATha}! 18, the reviewer must mean, by the early people of feuda! Europe.

In 18, such elect! were , down to the twelfth or thir-
teenth century

E 4
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long as thev warred only for plunder, the leader was but the
first among his pecrs duning the foray , exciting thar vilour by
his example, not urging them on by his authonity ~ The lot
divided the harvest of the sword Thc meed of the soldier did
not make him dependent on his general — Each had helped to
conquer (°) the booty of the camp, or the spoil of the city , and
whilst the filld was still recking, and the flames yet playing
amudst the ruins, each freebooter huddled up lus gold, or drove
away thc kine, or bound the captive beauty still shrinking from
his grasp  But he took his winnings, as the well-earned wages
of the day of slaughtcr, not as the pricc of his dependence on
the captan of the horde, whom his own voice had clevated to
a dignity which was bestowed by all for the common good of
all At length they rooted themselves i the soil, and the land
1tself rewarded the soldicr’s prowcss  the subject of a monarchy
lost the libertics of a marauder, and a permanent reward
brought along with 1t a long subjcction  lhe lord of the vil-
lain became hims¢lf a vassal , a ycarly crop arose from the ficld,
as the salary of the oft-rccurring campugn, valour, the sol-
dier’s virtue, no longer enabled him to aspne to mihtary
authority , somc were born to command, others to obedience ,
the king enforced the service of the baron, the valvasor was
bound to follow the banncr which waved on the dungeon tower
of the castle, and every one, 1n his degree, accompanied his
superior to the field, — no longer the leader whom he followed
from affection and choice, but the hege lord, beneath whom he
fought in servitude and fealty 1

The mutual relatwon of lords and vassals will 1l-
lustrate the preceding extract A sefior, says a law of
the Partidas, 1s he who exercises power and command
over all in lis junisdiction, and a vassal 1s a man,
who receives benefits or honours, such as kmighthood,
land, or money, as the creditor of service to be per-
formed When the contract was formed, the vassal
did homage by kissing the hand of his superior ~ With
that superior, however, he was not compelled to abide
Ionger than a year, but, though he took leave of the
Iord by kissing his hand as on the former occasion,
renouncing his vassalage in clear terms, and entered the
service of another, he was still expected to show respect
to his first master, nor could the moral obhgation be

! Edinburgh Review, No 61 p 114 The colouring 1s somewhat poetical,

in one or two places shghtly overcharged , but it may enliven our duller
accuracy
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destroyed, except by injustice on the part of the first,
on whom the hife or honour of the second was concerned
These barons were also vassals of the king, by reason
of the towns, fortresses, or castles, territories or revenues,
they held from him Their possessions were called
feuds or fiefs, and were received by the vassal on his
knees before the king, 1 whose hands he swore homage,
to be always loyal and true, to give him good counsel,
never to betray his secrets, to aid him against every
enemy, & In token of conferring possession, the king
delivered to the vassal a ring or glove, according to
the form prescribed mn the country  Not only hings,
but the great nobles, the nobles of seignory, and the
prelates could confer fiefs The oblhigation between lord
and vassal was mutual the first was bound to love and
protect, the latter, no less than wce versé As fiefs
were held by the tenure of military service, they could
be held only by men , for when they became hereditary,
and a daughter only remamned, 1t was the monarch’s
privilege to marry her with whomsoever he pleased, so
that the original obhgation of military service might be
continued, and if she refused the husband proposed,
she was compelled to resign the possession into the royal
hands If exther lord or vassal killed the son, grandson,
or brother, or had carnal knowledge of the wife, daugh-
ter, sister, &c, of the other, the obligation ceased
1n tne one case the fief was taken from the holder, m
the other the lord for ever lost all interest 1n 1t, and 1t
became the hereditary property of the tenant So long
as the conditions of the contract were observed by both,
the fief remained 1n the power of the other, but if the
baron was exiled for some crime, his vassals could ac-
company him into another country, and ¢ aid him to
gain his bread,” 1n the service of another !

“ History does not record the early mode of electing the
Teutonic captains, but 1t 1s clear that these elections took

place in the popular mcetings in which the German nations ex-
erused their autonomy  The laws of Edward the Confessor

1 Las Siete Partidas, part 1v tit. 25
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show that the heretoch was chosen by the people of the shire,
1 full folkmote assembled ! T'he military dukes or heretochs
of the Bavarians wcre oniginally chosen by the people of each
district , but when the Lecx Bawuvariorum was compiled, the
emperor had acquired the night of nominating the heretoch,
whose authority was declared to be the same with that of the
elected herctoch, and 1t 1s probable that the people had lost
therr night  From this source, descending low indeed in the
scale of authority, we derive the choice of our constables in the
hundred court of the wapentakc  That the constable, by what-
ever name he was at first truly called, was a mihitary othcer 1n
his ongin, 1s mdubitablc ¢ He may have been the conservator
of the peace 1n the ime of Alfred, yet surely it was by force
of arms, and by laying the staff’ of lns brown bill about the head
of the unruly Saxon  The statute of Winton, which gave the
chief constable the use of armour, proves that he was cognisant
of similar mattcrs before its enactment  New duties imposcd on
old officers are always analogous to such as they have been ac-
customed to pcrform It 1s not known in what manner Scan-
dinavian nations chose their mihitary leaders 3, but there 1s a
rcmarkable uniformity 1n all their customs , and we may be al-
lowcd to conjecture that the war-king was invested with his
office by procecdings similar to those which afterwards placed
the folk-king on the throne  When the royal authority became
permanent, the chnef of the state was the head of the army , and
therr awvil and mihitary policy coalesccd and corresponded

Now, 1t appears that if the throne of Norway was forfated or
vacant, a new King was returned by the verdicts of the juries of
the shires ¢ Twcve of the wisest men were chosen from each
province, who swore that they would name lum most deserving
of the aignity  Such was declared to be the law of Norway, in
the laws collected by Haco, the foster-son of Athelstan, who
gathered togcther the ancicnt customs of his people from the
mouths of the hereditary deemsters 5, and afterwards revised by
Olave, the hallowed king, and, in deference to thus the ancient

1 Leges Fduardi, p 206 2 Vehementer dubito

3 The writer must be aware that there was seldom any choice 1n the
case The man, who, as a pirate, had obtammed celebrity on the deep,
never departed on an expedition without publishing his intention, and in.
wviting others to jom him  All who arrived, naturally obeyed his authonty,
from the sailling of the armament, until their return See the Heims-
kringla Saga of Snorro Sturleson

4 Lhis 18 not exactly correct The wnter should have said , sf one of the
thrones of Norway ‘lhe custom, prior to the incorporation of the petty
kingdoms into one, by Harold Harfager, was, doubtless, as represented mn
the text, but not afterwards Sometimes each province sent twelve depu-
ties, to do homage to the new king

5 They were certainly not heredstary, in the usual acceptation of the
term The office, or profession, was open to all who chose to exercise it —
to all at least who were qualified for it.
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privilege of the Northmen, Prester-Swerre, the usurper, ob-
tained a confirmation of his title from the twclve men of cach
shire, who, according to the abbot of Thingore, ¢ adjudged the
name of King to him * In every branch of the pohty and juns-
prudence of thc Gothic nations, we observe the veneration in
which the decisions or determinations of TWFIVF men were
held We have lost the intermediate links of the (hain, but,
wjjen the constablc 1s returned 1n the court lect of an Enghsh
manor by the oaths of the leet jury, it 15 certain that tius
humble, though ancicnt, constitutional officer derives his an-
nual ragn from the voices of such a band as, m days of old,
placed thc ! monarch of Norway on the throne  As to the
anaent clections 1 the hundred courts and wapentakes, great
uncertainty prevails respeeting them, yct therc 15 reason to
suppose that, 1n many 1nstances, the cluef copstable wa< not
chosen by the body of the suitors, but returned by a jury 2

All this, however distinct 1n appearance, 1s strictly
connected with the subject It 1s intended to show
that though, 1n the wretten or statute laws of Spain, there
1s httle allusion to such elections by jury, whether to
cvil or mihtary offices, they were yet recogmsed by the
common or unwritten law, the law which had been
brought from the shores of the Baltic, which had been
tacitly obeyed during the Wisigothic monarchy, and
which had again sprung up with the local fueros The
hypothesis 1s not only ingenious, but 1t denves pro-
babihity from many 1solated, though sometimes obscure,
Ppassages, 1n the codes of Spain, especially in the muni-
cipal charters

« So much for the North  But we must now flit again to
the sultry realm of Span, where we shall find our old Gothic
Junies employed 1 electing the chief ofhcers of the army and
navy of the Castilians, the Adalid, the Almocaden, the Alfa-
queque, and the Comitre, whose quahfications were ascer-
tained by a jury of twelve wise <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>