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PREFACE.

IN venturing to write a work, the idea of which
would never have entered my mind had I not yielded
to the repeated entreaties of my friends, I am not
actuated by any desire of acquiring celebrity I am
fully sensible of my deficiency 1n everything that con-
gtitutes an author, and my mnnate indolence of dispo-
sition would, moreover, prevent me from encountering
the many vexations reserved for every female who
ventures upon the dangerous career of literary pur-
smts Having had much intercourse with the higher
classes of society, with the most celebrated characters
of our time, the most distinguished artists and the
most esteemed men of letters, I have treasured up
a variety of recollections which may not be found
altogether uninteresting

Having enjoyed the timate society of the
Empress Josephme after her divorce, I am more
particularly induced to take up my pen with the view
of furmshing correct details respecting her domestic
Iife, she will be the principal theme of my Memoirs,
I shall only relate what I saw, and this task will be
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the more agreeable to my feelings, as it cannot fail to
create fresh regret for the loss of that extraordinary
woman Many writers have flattered her when she
was seated upon the throne; I shall merely relate
what I know of her since she descended from 1t, and
I may confidently hope that no one will call my
narrative 1n question.

Those persons who were not acquainted with the
Empress Josephine will find my account of her in
some degree exaggerated; those, on the contrary, who
have been attached to her household, will very justly
observe that I have kept within the truth To form
a proper estimate of her worth would require a pre-
vious knowledge of the many traits of goodness which
have so much endeared her memory. She took so
much pains to conceal her acts of benevolence that
the greater part are still buried in oblivion. Many
of those upon whom she conferred a service have for-

" gotten what the usurper’s wife had done for them'!
Her conduct towards me on all occasions was so
amiable and considerate that 1t claims my unbounded
gratitude In my anxiety to fulfil so sacred an oblh-
gation, and 1n the hope of adding some colours to her
portrait, I yield to the wishes of my friends.

In spite, however, of the umversal mama, I shall
avoid saying much upon matters purely personal, my
nusfortunes, however severe they may be, would only
interest a very limited number of persons. I prefer
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passing over that bitter period of my hfe where 1
found no consolation except such as I derived from
the endearments of friendship, and shall only re-
member the past to bless those who have allevated
my sufferings. Any inaccuracy mn my narrative will
be altogether mvoluntary on my part, and I sohcit
beforehand the forgiveness of those whom I may have
occasion to name I may sometimes err in pomnt of
dates; the constant succession of msfortunes and of
occurrences that have disturbed the peace of my exist-
ence for the last fifteen years will plead my excuse
for having occasionally confounded the periods of
events Of this I am qute satisfied, that I have
never distorted an honourable trait in any one’s char-
acter’; 1n short, I take up my pen with the utmost
diffidence, and must venture to hope I may meet with
that indulgence of which I stand so much in need.






CONTENTS OF VOLUME 1.

PREFACE . . . . . . Vv

CHAPTER 1

French Emigrants in London — Their Means of Subsist
ence — Our Society — Cramer — Viott1 — Jarnowick
— Subscriptions — The Prince of Wales — The Due
de Berr1 — The Duc @’ Orléans — Vicomte de Marin
— Dussek — George III and Lows XVIII . 19

CHAPTER II

Journey to Hamburg — Lady Fitzgerald — Madame de
Genlis and Madame Récamier — Lord Edward Fitz-
gerald — The Duke of Richmond — Prince Ferdinand
Lowis of Prussia — French Society — De Rivarol —
Madame Chevalier, the French Actress — Paul I, Em-
peror of Russia — Residence at Altona — Princesse de
Vaudemont — Garat and Rode . . . 25

CHAPTER III

Onr Departure for Copenhagen — Reception of My Fam-
ily by the Prince Royal — The Princess of Augus-
tenburg — Madame Brown — M de Conminck —M
Monod — Portrait of King Christian — Reception of
M Grouvelle, Ambassador from the French Republic
— The Prince and Princess Royal — M Lebrun . 84

X



x CONTENTS
PAGE

CHAPTER 1IV.

My Return to France — Madame de Montesson — Ma-
dame Bonaparte — Fouché, the Mimster of Police —
M Maret — Féte on the 1st Vendémiare — Death of M
César Ducrest — M de Valence — General Dumou-
riez. — Bonaparte Crowned by Madame de Montesson.
— Superstition of Bonaparte — Madame de Montes-
son’s Salon —MM de Talleyrand, Maret, de Perignon,
Vilhers du Terrage, Arnault, Desfaucherets, Garat,
Aignan, Coupigny, Despréz, and Isabey . . 48

CHAPTER V

Portrait of Madame de Montesson — Madame de Genlis
and M de Valence — Lowis Bonaparte’s Marriage —
Ball 1n Honour of the King of Etruria — Portrait of
the Queen of Eturia — Féte Given at Newlly by M.
de Talleyrand — The First Consul’s Gra,clous Recep-
tion of the Prince of Orange . . b2

CHAPTER VI

M Chaptal, Minister of the Interior — Madame Lebrun.
—Mdlle Duchesnois Presented to Madame Bonaparte
— Her Début — Rivalry between Mdlle Georges and
Mdlle Duchesnois —M. de Laval’s Bon-mots —Ma-~
dame Récamier — MM de Forbin, Humboldt, Ben-
jamin Constant, de Chéteaubriand, Mathieu de Mont-
morency — Portrait of Madame Récamier — M de
Talleyrand and Madame Grandt —M Denon —M de
Cobenzl and Madame Bonaparte — Parsimony of an
Ambassador — Madame de Stael . . . . 66

CHAPTER VII

The Empress Josephine’s Household — Madame de Mont-
morency — Impertinence of Madame de Chevreuse —
The Emperor Exiles Her to Lyons —MM de Maillé
and de FitzJames —M de Comminges, Napoleon’s



CONTENTS

College Companion — MM de C—— — The Emperor’s
Reply — The Duc de Luynes. — Singular Will

CHAPTER VIII

Conspiracy of Georges Cadoudal —MM de Polignac and
Thewr Aunt — M de Riviére and Madame de la Force
— Verses Addressed to that Lady — Charles d’ Ozier
—M. de St Victor — Maréchal de Perignon

CHAPTER IX

Madame de Montesson’s Quarrel with M Ducrest — The
Duc de Charties — His Embarrassments —M Seguin,
His Treasurer — The Palais Royal Laid Out for Shops
— Resignation of M Ducrest

CHAPTER X

Journey to Switzerland — Arrival at Geneva — Kind
Reception by M de Barante — Manners and Customs
of the Genevese — Sunday Parties — Madame de Stael
m Exile —Comte de Saint-Priest and His Three
Daughters —M le Hoc, the Friend of the Duc de
Bassano, formerly Ambassador at Geneva .

CHAPTER XI
Portraits of Madame de Genlis and Madame de Staél

CHAPTER XII

Madame de Stasl at Copet.— Her Society — Amateur
Acting of MM. de Sabran, Benjamin Constant, de Sis-
mondl, and de Labédoyére — M Catrufo and the Al-
chemist —M de Barante Superseded in the Prefecture
of Geneva by the Baron Capelle — Portraits of the
Principal Public Functionaries of Geneva

x1

PAGE

79

84

99

107

116

125



xih CONTENTS.

PAGE
CHAPTER XIII

M Eynard, of Geneva — The Greek Demetrius and Car-
1anthds Dance the Pyrrhica at Madame de Staél’'s —
M Rocca Meets Madame de Stael at a Ball Given by
M Hottinger —M Rocca, the Elder — His Origin
—M Huber, Nephew of the Friend of Voltaire —
Touching Trait of a Young Genevese and Her Blind
Lover — MM Toppfer and de la Rive, Landscape
Painters — MM Masset and Arlaud, Portrait Painters
— Genevese Manners . . 188

CHAPTER XIV

Ferney — Voltawre’s House — Description of His Bed-
chamber — The Empress’s Journey to Geneva —
Affectionate Reception of Her Majesty — MM Pictet,
Boissier, and Prévost — A Féte on the Lake — The
Viceroy and Vice-Queen Visit Their Mother — Kind
Reception to the Empress — She Visits all the Public
Establishments . . 151

CHAPTER XV

Visit to the Glaciers — Impiudence of Two Parisian
Belles — The Albinos of Chamouny — The Guide Bal-
mat and M de Saussure — Trait of Courage i an
Inn-keeper’s Maid — A Cretin of Chamouny — The
Traveller’'s Album — Madame de Stael Refuses to
Ascend the Glaciers . 160

CHAPTER XVI

Departure from Geneva for Paris — We Go to Malmai-
son — Her Majesty’s Departure for Navarre — A Mes-
senger 18 Sent for Us Four Days after, n a Berline
with S1x Horses — Our Arrival at Navarre — Gracious
Reception Given Us by the Empress — Mdlle Avrllon
and Madame d’Audenarde — My Awkwardness and
Embarrassment at Court — The Bishop of Evreux —
The Comtesse d’Arberg — Mesdames de Rémusat, de
Ségur, de Colbert, de Mackau, de Vieil-Castel — MM
de Baral, de Beaumont, de Monaco, de Turpin, etc 168



CONTENTS X1

PAGE

CHAPTER XVII

A Day at Navarre — Habits of the Empress — Details
Concerning the Persons of Her Household — An In-
habitant of Evreux 1s Inwvited to Dinner — Strange
Anecdote — The Glass of Hot Water — My Awkward-
ness at Table — Delicate Attentions of the Empress —
Some of the Household Come to Take Shaie of My
Supper 1n My Own Apartment — The Empress Dis-
misses Her Escort — The Emperor Writes to Madame
d’Arberg — Comte de Chambaudoin . . 180

CHAPTER XVIII

The Palace of Navarre before and after the Revolution
— Our Establishment at that Palace — We Play Emg-
matic Games — Envy and Capriciousness of the Come-
dians — The Town of Evreux Invites the Household
of the Empress to a Ball — Madame de Rémusat —
Anecdotes Related by the Empress Respecting the
Maréchale Lefebvre — Story of the Loss of a Large
Diamond 188

CHAPTER XIX

A New Year’s Day at Navarre — Singular Lottery —
Envy of the Ladies of the Household —M de Barral,
Archbishop of Tours — Ill-humour of Madame Ga-
zanl — Anecdote Respecting that Lady, who Goes to
Complain to the Emperor — Witty Sayings of Madame
de Souza — Portrait of the Reader of the Empress —
Conduct of Josephine after Madame Gazany’s Disgrace 199

CHAPTER XX

The Viceroy at Navarre — Presents Made by Him.—
His Portrait — Frequent Assassinations at Milan —
Means Adopted for Diminishing Their Frequency —
Queen Hortense — Madame de Villeneuve 205



xiv CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XXI.

Grand Dinner with the Mayor of Evreux —Birth of the
King of Rome — General Rejoicing 1mn Paris — The
Viceroy Relates What He Had Seen at the Emperor’s
Palace — Affected Airs of the Queen of Naples and of
Princesse Pauline — A Page Arrives from the Em-
peror — Note from Napoleon — Generosity of the
Empress — Departure of the Viceroy — The Empress
Gaves a Féte.— Adventure of M de Clermont-Tonnerre 211

PAGE

CHAPTER XXII

Saint Joseph’s Day at Navarre — Féte of the Empress at
Evreux — A Te Deum 18 Sung — Josephine’s Private
Secretary — Songs Analogous to the Occasion — Ma-
dame d’Audenarde, Mdlle de Mackau, Madame Gazani,
Madlle de Castellane, Madame de Colbert — Deputation
from the Village of Anniéres — Mesdames de Ségur,
de Vieil-Castel, MM Pierlot, Deschamps, Horeau —
The Comte de Turpm s Pack of Cards — The Empress
Presents Me with a Cashmere Shawl . 229

CHAPTER XXIII

The Empress Relates to Us the Circumstances of Her
Divorce — Letter Written by Her to the Emperor a
Few Days Afterwards — Josephine’s Letter to the
Pope — Conduct of the Viceroy and of Queen Hor-
tense — They Wish to Quit France — Firmness and
Courage Displayed by Josephine 2438

CHAPTER XXIV

The Empress and M Horeau, Her Medical Attendant —
Various Traits of Tender-heartedness — Promenades
1 Sledges — Mdlle Avrillon Breaks Her Leg — The
Empress Goes Every Day to Visit Her . . 258

CHAPTER XXV

M Spontim Comes to Navarre — His Operas are 111 Per-
formed. — The Emperor Was Not Partial to French



CONTENTS

XV

PAGE

Music — Witty Trick Played upon the Emperor by
Méhul —Complete Success of the Opera of «[’Irato ”—
MM Paér, Cimarosa, Paesiello, Chérubini, and Lesueur

CHAPTER XXVI

Méhul at Gavet, His Native Town — Singular Féte Given
to Him — Monsigny — Grétry

CHAPTER XXVII

A Distressed Musician Comes to Navarre — The Empress
Listens to Him — Portrait of This Man — Reproof
Given by the Empress

CHAPTER XXVIII

Ball Gaven on Occasion of the Marrage of Princess Ste-
phamie of Baden —I Am Inwvited to It — Various
Expressions of the Emperor — Mesdames Charpentaer,
Simon, Chat—— — The Princess of Ponte-Corvo —
Reply of Her Father, M Clar1 — Strange Revenge
of Gnodet — Pension Granted to My Father — The
Prince de Léon

CHAPTER XXIX

M de Chambaudoin, Prefect of Evreux — Dinner Given
by Him — Singular Table Ornament — Adventure 1n
the Forest — Portrait of Its Hero — His Costume —
Madame de Montg: — Indifference Shewn by the
Empress

CHAPTER XXX

Superstition of the Empress — Prediction Made to Her
at Martinico — M de Beauharnais — The Duchesse
d’Aiguillon — The Death of Robespierre 1s Strangely
Announced to the Prisoners — M Guillotin — His
Regret . . . . .

268

274

280

284

298

299



xv1 CONTENTS
PAGE

CHAPTER XXXI

Fragment of the Account of a Journey Performed by the
Empress 1n 1808 — Her Arrival at Etampes — Strange
Present Made to Her — The Emperor’s Opinion Re-
specting the People of Orléans —M de Riccé — M
de Varicourt — Bayonne, Féte Given to the Emperor
— Don Pedro de Las Torres — Mdlle Guillebeau . 807

CHAPTER XXXII

Unaccountable Disturbance 1n Her Majesty’s Household
— Her Displeasure at the Circumstance —M de Mo-
naco — Particulars Respecting the Duc d’Enghien —
The Infernal Machine — Générals Macdonald and de
Nansouty — Institution of the Legion of Honour —
Saying of Général Moreau on the Subject — Madame
de Nansouty 318

CHAPTER XXXIII

The Empress Alludes to the Time of Her Pecumary
Distress — Mesdames Dumoulin and Montmoiin —
Madame Tallien — Josephine’s Letter — Ungiateful
Conduct of the Marquise de — Charming Reply
of Madame Tallien — Madame de Boufflers — M de
Sabran — Mdlle Thermidor Tallien — Saying of Tal-
hen 330

CHAPTER XXXIV

The Empress 18 Desirous of Learning the Orngm of
the Fortune of M Portalés — Adventure of the Her-
ring Fishery — The Sons of M Portalés — Present
from Thewr Father —Madame Guzot — Countess
Grabowska . . 836



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

VoLumMmE 1

PACE
JOSEPHINE . . . . Frontispiece
VALENCE . . . . . . 54
MME TALLEYRAND . . . . 74
MMF DE STAEL . . . . . 116
CHATEAUBRIAND . . . . . . 184
NAPOLEON . . . . . . . . 300

Josephine






SECRET COURT MEMOIRS.
COURT OF THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE

CHAPTER 1.

French Emigrants in London — Their Means of Subsistence
— Our Society — Cramer — Viott1 — Jarnowick — Sub-
seriptions — The Prince of Wales — The Duc de Berrn1 —
The Duc d’Orléans — Vicomte de Marin, — Dussek. —
George III and Lows XVIII

THE most distant period to which my recollection
extends 18 the year 1794 T was then quite a child,
but events of little importance and circumstances of
trivial nterest fix themselves indelibly in the youth-
ful mind, which 18 keenly susceptible to impressions
of every kind Being born and bred mn emigration, I
was brought into close contact with many individuals
now at the head of the French Government Having
been accustomed from infancy to revere the Princes
for whom we had renounced our country, I could
never after hear their names pronounced without ex-
periencing a very natural emotion, they revived im
my memory the long and cruel sufferings of my
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parents For these illustrious exiles I always cher-
1shed the respect due to them, and to the sentiments
I 1mbibed at this early age I must doubtless attribute
the repugnance I subsequently felt at the thought of
accepting any place dependent on the fammly who
superseded the Bourbons I positively refused the
situation of Dame du Palais to the Queen of Naples
(the wife of Joseph Bonaparte) A relation of mine,
who urgently solicited the situation for me, obtained
the promise that I should have 1t as soon as I at-
tamned my sixteenth year I wept so bitterly when
she informed me of the success of her application,
that she plainly saw my scruples would not be easily
overcome My resolution continued unchanged, and
the place which had been the object of numerous
solicitations was given to another I should not thus
notice an affair which 18 entirely of a personal
nature, were 1t not to shew that in speaking favour-
ably of the Empress Josephine I cannot justly be
accused of partiality

Before I enter upon the circumstances which intro-
duced me to the Empress, I must go back to the
years of my early childhood, the only interval of my
existence that has been exempt from misery, because
I was not then of an age to feel 1t At a more
advanced period of lIife I should have lamented the
distressed situation of my parents, who were suddenly
deprived of a handsome fortune of which they made
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an honourable use, I should have pmed to see my
mother reduced to the necessity of exerting her
musical talents for the support of my father and
myself ; the most distingumished musical professors in
England assembled at my mother’s house for the pur-
pose of giving concerts On these occasions I was
noticed and caressed, and therefore was happy

Among the persons of note who visited my parents
were Dussek and Cramer Though rivals, they were
mmtimate friends They listened to one another’s per-
formances with mutual pleasure, and each readily
rendered justice to the other, as the following anec-
dote will shew Dussek having on one occasion
arrived later than usual, Cramer asked him how 1t
happened

“]1 have been busy composing a new rondo,’ he
replied, “ I was very well pleased with 1it, and yet,
though perfectly satisfied with the result of my
labour, I have thrown the manuscript into the fire ”

“But why ?”

«I will tell you I had introduced a con-
founded passage which I practised for several hours
without being able to execute 1t I suspected you
would play 1t offhand, and I was determined not to
submut to such a mortification ”

This was said 1 the hearing of more than thirty
persons  Such nstances of liberahity are not often
met with mn mdividuals following the same profes-
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sion, and the circumstance, from its singulanty,
appears to me worth recording.

Viotti and Jarnowick, the two celebrated violinists,
attended the concerts above alluded to, as did also
Vicomte de Marn, who was fortunate enough to
possess a resource which reheved him from the
necessity of depending on English charity. Many
emigrants, being destitute of all means of support,
were obliged to hold out their hands to their coun-
try’s enemies How much more honourable was the
feelng of those who preferred maintamning them-
selves by their own exertions' To accept an asylum
was, I thought, all that Frenchmen ought to have
done; and to grant that asylum was but an act of
justice on the part of England, whose bamshed Sov-
ereign had, at a former period, been hospitably
received mn France. Thus George III., in the name
of royalty and the nation, acquitted the debt of
James II Iinke Lowms XVIII, James found safety
and protection m his adversity, but he did not, like
the former, exhibit to the admiration of the world an
example of simplicity and self - demal ~ Qur Royal
Family could dispense with luxury when their coun-
trymen wanted bread. They demed themselves all
superfluties 1n order to maintain the faithful servants
who accompamed them 1n their exile, thus proving
i England, as they have since done in France, that
every virtue may be umted on a throne.
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At this period many mmdividuals of exalted rank
were distingmished for their noble conduct in adver-
sity. In them, misfortune served only to develop
qualities which in the vortex of prosperity might
possibly have lain dormant. With few exceptions
they are now all remstated in their honours and
digmties Perhaps they sometimes call to mind our
social meetings, where ranks were forgotten and con-
founded, and where confidence and friendship were
not mere empty words. They must, I think, occa-
sionally regret their happy poverty, and the cordial
feeling which hives only 1n their recollection.

The English, perhaps from motives of policy, re-
ceived the emigrants kindly, and supphed them with
everything that could tend to assuage their misery.
The Prince of Wales 1n particular manifested the hve-
liest interest in their behalf, and his name appeared
at the head of all the subscriptions opened for their
rehef He was on terms of intimate friendship with
the Ducs de Berr: and d’Orléans Previous to the
Revolution, the Prince felt an ardent wish to spend
some time 1 France, but he could not gratfy hs
mclination, the heir to the throne of England being
prohibited from quitting the country without the con-
sent of Parhament The Prince of Wales did not
apply for this consent, because he knew very well 1%
would not be granted

Jarnowick, whom I have mentioned above, was not
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more remarkable for his talent as a performer on the
violin than for an orngmnal vemn of humour, of which
the following anecdote 1s characteristic. He gave a
concert which was very fully attended On the com-
mencement of a concerto which he had to perform, the
company continued conversing together, while their
whispering was mingled with clattering of teacups
and saucers * Jarnowick turned to the orchestra and
desired the performers to stop

“These people,” said he, “know nothing about
music I will give them something better suited to
their taste Anything 18 good enough for these
drinkers of warm water”

So saymng, he immediately commenced the air,
“J’ at du bon tabac,” and, strange as 1t may appear,
he was overwhelmed with applause, his second per-
formance was listened to with attention, and the
circulation of the teacups was suspended until 1ts
conclusion

* It was customary to serve the company with tea throughout the
whole evening, during the performances as well as 1n the intervening

pauses The waiters were directed to distribute refreshments, and they
did their duty conscientiously



CHAPTER II.

Journey to Hamburg — Lady Fitzgerald — Madame de Gen-
s and Madame Récamier — Lord Edward Fitzgerald —
The Duke of Richmond — Prince Ferdinand Louws of
Prussia — French Society — De Rivarol — Madame Che-
valier, the French Actress — Paul I, Emperor of Russia —
Residence at Altona — Princesse de Vaudemont — Garat

» and Rode

We qutted London for Hamburg, where I saw
Lady Edward Fitzgerald, who was then as cclebrated
for her beauty as Madame Récamier subsequently was
m Pans Madame de Genlis has i her Memoirs
dwelt so fully on the merits of her mnteresting pupil,
that httle remaimns to be saxd of her by any one else;
yet I cannot pass over in silence her admirable con-
duct at the tume her unfortunate lord was arrested.
To gain access to his prison she remamned thirty-six
hours concealed mn a peat-house She quitted her
hiding-place exhausted by cold and fatigue, but she
had the happmness of conveying consolation to her
husband, who was condemned for high treason *

* The sentence of attainder has since been reversed, and his property
restored to his family
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She was the object of umversal admiration, and her
portrait was sold in all the print shops. Her extra-
ordinary courage, her exqusite beauty, and the many
amiable qualities that adorned her, made a deep 1m-
pression on the heart of the Duke of Richmond, and
he offered to marry her as soon as she should lay
aside her widow’s weeds Lady Fitzgerald, however,
refused him, but afterwards gave her hand to Mr.
Pitcairn, the Consul of the United States at Hamburg.

During our stay mn that city, we were on terms of
intimacy with Prince Ferdinand Lows of Prussia *
He had been sent from Berlin by the King, who was
offended at s disorderly course of hife To banish
him from a capital where he was the subject of gen-
eral observation, was certainly not the best way to
mend him. At Hamburg, where he was alone with-
out control, and surrounded by young companions
still more dissipated than himself, he often lost sight
of the digmty due to his rank However, he com-
pensated for all his follies by extreme courage, noble
sentiments, wit, information of no common kind, and
singular talent for the piano His tutor was the
Abbé Raynal, and he received his musical mstruction
from Mozart The Prince was a pleasing composer,
and his execution might be considered wonderful at
that period His features were regular and hand-

* He was killed at Saalfeld He refused to surrender to & quarter-
master of Hussars, who stabbed him
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some In the society of women his manners were
gallant and agreeable, but he was apt to drink freely
and behave disorderly in the company of men He
got mvolved 1n quarrels with the city guard, rescued
children from the flames in the frequent fires which
broke out i1n Hamburg ; associated with the players,
and gave his money freely to poor families who were
recommended to his charity, in short, he was at once
an object of fear, love, and pity He could bear to
hear the truth, and when told of his faults he would
frankly acknowledge them and promise to avoid them
m future But after the lapse of a few days all his
follies and extravagances were repeated This mix-
ture of good and bad, sensibility, frivolity, galety, and
gravity, rendered the young Prince more like a
Frenchman than a German He was, indeed, fond
of the French, and associated very much with them.
M de once reproached him for being too much
mn the company of individuals noted for their Jaco-
binical opinions (those who wore the tri-coloured
cockade)

“] like their sentiments,” said Ferdinand, ¢ for,
though a Prince, I am on the popular side” ¢ Take
care, monseigneur, not to get on the side of the popu-
lace,” rejoined the other Ths observation, which
conveyed an allusion to a recent unfortunate event,
ought to have been a lesson to the indinidual to
whom 1t was addressed
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M de Rivarol, so celebrated for his wit, was also
i Hamburg at the period here alluded to. He was
a very late riser, and every morning before he was
up he received a crowd of idle young men, whose
vamty was gratified if they could boast of being
acquamnted with a man of such superior talent M
de Ruvarol held a levée in the strict sense of the
tetm  Adulation was carried to the extreme, and all
esteemed themselves happy in receiving a kind word
from one who was fond of amusing himself at other
people’s absurdities, he loved to indulge in satirical
allusions, which were not always understood by those
against whom they were directed, and by whom they
were sometimes repeated, with an air of complacency,
at evening parties M de Rivarol used to say that
people visited him for the purpose of polishing their
wit That he should so freely have indulged this
dangerous habit of satire was a subject of regret
He possessed talents which were calculated to raise
him to the highest distinction, but indolence and
other bad qualities checked him in the career which
he might have honourably pursued For a few years
he was the object of praise and adulation, and now
his name 18 scarcely ever mentioned

Madame Chevalier, an actress at the Thédtre Fran-
gais, was at this time the 1dol of the good people of
Hamburg Her beauty, her agreeable voice, joined to
her modest and graceful manner, secured her the
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most brilhant success She received advantageous
proposals from St Petersburg, which she accepted I
attended her farewell performance, and though I was
then only si1x years of age, the comic solemnity of the
affair made a deep impression on my mind The
theatre was crowded At the termination of the last
prece, Madame Chevalier advanced to the front of the
stage, and attempted to sing some verses which had
been composed for the occasion however, ezcessive
emotion disabled her from executing her task, and her
husband, who rushed forward to support her, informed
the audience that she had becn taken suddenly 11l
Great confusion prevailed in the theatre, the ladies
declared that the scene had been got up for the occa-
sion , that nervous fits were all out of date, etc, etc
As to the gentlemen, they were disconsolate at the
thought of losing the lovely creature The old Sena-
tors, in their full black velvet smits, enormous ruffles,
and curled wigs, dried their tears with as sentimental
an air as the French fops They even carried their
testimonials of affection so far as to throw purses full
of gold at the feet of the interesting actiess The
emigrants, who had not quite so much money to spare,
were content to present her with a crown Similar
scenes often occur nowadays, but in Madame Cheva-
Lier’s time people were not quite so liberal as they
now are, and 1t was thought ridiculous to bestow on a
well-paid actress testimomals of enthusiasm such as
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would be lavished on the hero who might have deliv-
ered his country. Next morming the public seemed
to wonder how they could have been drawn into such
an absurdity.

Madame Chevalier subsequently became the mis-
tress of Paul I, when she sold places under the Rus-
sian Government, and i spite of all her shew of fine
feeling, bargaimned for a few roubles to get people
exiled to Siberia  Being hated in Russia for the
cruelties of which she was the istrument, she was
obliged to take to fight on the death of the Emperor.
She returned to Poland, where her pretty face turned
the head of a rich palatine, who got her divorced from
her husband, and married her What afterwards
became of her I know not, but certainly her existence
must have been embittered by the recollection of the
many acts of oppression and cruelty of which she was
the cause  Her remorse has no doubt amply avenged
her victims

The pleasant hittle town of Altona, which 1s sepa-
rated from Hamburg only by a long alley of trees,
also afforded an asylum to many French refugees.
The Princesse de Vaudemont * had a very agreeable
residence at Altona, and she erected a mneat httle
theatre 1n which comedies and operas were performed
It was frequented by all the distinguished foreigners
in the town The Princess was not handsome, but a

* Of the family of Montmorency-Nivelle



COURT OF THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE. 31

fine figure, a luxuriant head of hair, digmfied man-
ners, a large fortune, and a noble name, were sufficient
to attract admirers, while her excellent heart secured
her a numerous circle of friends  She was often hasty
and even harsh , * but she speedily recovered her good
humour, and never refused to grant any service she
had power to render. Her hospitable reception of her
exiled countrymen helped them to forget their absence
from their native home + Since her return to Pans
she has continued to lead the same sort of life, pro-
tecting and encouraging the arts, and admimstering
aid and consolation to the distressed In short, she
18 worthy of the name of Montmorency

Two of the most esteemed among the French emi-
grants were Garat and Rode Their admirable musi-
cal talent, pleasing manners, and original turn of
mind were alike appreciated by the French and
the Germans Their music and their conversation
were listened to with equal delight, and their presence
was always sufficient to amimate a party They had
an odd way of relating humorous incidents, which
they always pretended had occurred to themselves
They were on a footing of the closest intimacy, and
they mutually vouched for the truth of each other’s

# M de Rivarol used to compare her to nature sometimes rugged,
often beautiful, and always beneficent

+ Among the number were Monseigneur de Clermont-Tonnerre,
Bishop of Chélons, now Archbishop of Toulouse and a Cardinal, and M.,
Joseph de Caraman, Prince Chimay
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stories, with such an air of gravity that people were at
length persuaded to beheve them. The following 18
an anecdote of which Garat declared himself to have
been the hero, and which he asserted was true

Hawving been arrested at the commencement of the
Revolution, he used to amuse himself in his captivity
by singing almost all day long He used to say that
these vocal exercises had greatly increased the natural
flexibility of his voice, the rest of the prisoners used
to assemble n the corridor or under his windows to
Listen to hm One day one of them entered his
apartment, and, after saluting him with every mark of
respect, said

¢« understand, monsieur, you are the incomparable
Garat”

« Yes, monsieur.”

“ Your talent 18 prodigious ”

« Monsieur ' —”

“ Do not mterrupt me Your talent, I say, mon-
sleur, 18 prodigious , and no one can dispute your right
to the title of god of music I am your greatest
admirer ”

« Monsieur, you honour me ”

“T am competent to form an estimate of your
abilities, for I devote a great deal of my time to the
enchanting art in which you excel ”

“ Are you a musician, monsieur ?” said Garat, not
seeng the dnft of all these compliments.
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¢ Yes, monsieur, we are colleagues, therefore you
will admt that 1t is very natural I should address
myself to you to sohicit an important service.”

% What can I do for you?”

«“The Vandals, who are now 1n possession of power,
oppose everything that tends to promote the progress of
art To devote oneself to the study of 1t 1s, in their
eyes, a heinous offence , and therefore, 1n a case of great
difficulty, I have presumed to address myself to you”

“I am at your service ”

“ An unfortunate accident has disabled me from
cultivating my talent, 1t depends upon you to restore
me to my favourite pursuits ”’

« How ?”

«“ A man like you cannot be ignorant of anything
relating to music, therefore, I have come to ask you
to put my instrument i order, and I will lend 1t you
as soon as 1t 18 fit to be played upon ”

With these words the stranger drew from under
his mantle, and presented to Garat, a hittle instrument
called a serinette, used for teaching canary birds to sing

Garat burst into an 1mmoderate fit of laughter, in
which he was joined by several persons who rushed
n to mquire the cause of his merriment

The owner of the serinette, amazed at the general
hilanty, retired, deeply mortified, and from that time
became the declared enemy of Garat, whom he dis-
tingwished by the title of the « charlatan.”



CHAPTER III

Our Departure for Copenhagen — Reception of my Family by
the Prince Royal — The Princess of Augustenburg —
Madame Brown —M de Coninck —M Monod — Por-
trait of King Christian — Reception of M  Grouvelle,
Ambassador from the French Republic — The Prince and
Princess Royal — M Lebrun

THE number of emigrants of various opinions, who
thronged to Hamburg and Altona, made a residence
1n those towns very disagreeable to people who wished
to hve free of discussion My parents resolved to
withdraw themselves from those coteries, in which a
phrase or a word frequently became the ground of
anger and dispute They set out for Copenhagen,
where they had reason to hope for a wider field for
the exercise of thewr talents, and where they were
sure of enjoying greater tranquilhity = They were
most graciously received by the Prince Royal (the
present King), his amiable sister, the Princess of
Augustenburg, and numerous individuals of high rank,
who generously protected misfortune without regard
to the causes which produced 1t The number of
French in Copenhagen was limited, and they lived
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very agreeably in a city where, the arts not being
generally cultivated, all whose talents were calculated
to enliven society were sure of being well received

My parents became intimately acquainted with
Madame Brown, whose talents and acquirements are
extolled by Madame de Stael,* and also with M de
Coninck, whose vast fortune enabled him freely to
indulge his benevolent disposition  The following
traits bear ample evidence of the excellence of his
heart

M de Coninck, about twenty years before we knew
him, arrived at Copenhagen with one lows 1 his
pocket, and some letters of recommendation to one or
two good commercial houses A merchant to whom
he was thus mntroduced, being much pleased with him,
engaged him as clerk, and afterwards gave hm a
share 1n the business. His intelligence, rigid probity,
and great knowledge of commercial affairs speedily
enabled him to amass a brlhant fortune, and he was
appomnted banker to the Court

Whenever he had reason to be well satisfied with
any young man in his employment, he threw ad-

* These two ladies lived on a footing of close friendship at Rome and
Geneva Madame Brown had a daughter distinguished for literary
genius At the age of thirteen she wrote verses 1n several languages,
which she spoke with as much fluency as her mother-tongue She was
tall and handsome, and excelled i1n the art of expressing by animated
pantomine every delicate shade of powerful passion Her attitudes and
gestures were full of grace and dignity Canova several times requested
her to stand as his model She is now Madame de Bombelles
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vantages in his way and enabled him to start in
business for himself.

He used often to say to his clerks* «I began with
less than you. Be honest and industrious, and you
cannot faill to prosper You shall have all the
assistance I can render you.”

Such a promise was as good as a written engage-
ment, for M de Coninck never broke his word His
family consisted of eight children and his excellent
wife, who fully shared all his benevolence of feeling.
In the choice of husbands for their daughters they
were never 1nfluenced by the consideration of rank or
wealth, good conduct and irreproachable reputation
were the only recommendations they desired  One of
the young ladies married the tutor who superintended
the education of her brothers M and Madame de
Coninck, having had abundant opportunity of judging
of the merits of the gentleman, 1eadily consented to
the union, and they did well, for the marriage has
proved a singularly happy one The individual thus
preferred to many Danish noblemen was M Monod, a
clergyman i Pars, no less distingmished for his
virtues than for high talent 1n his profession, he 1s an
example for the imitation of all young preachers of
the Gospel, the precepts of which are best inculcated
by those who do not neglect to practise them

M de Cominck generously provided for a lady who
was engaged as governess to his daughters. He pur-
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chased a house, furmshed 1t, and enabled her to open
a boarding school He placed his daughters and
nieces under her care, and her connection soon be-
came 80 extensive that she was obliged to himit the
number of her pupils.

M de Coninck had mn his country-house an un-
fortunate emigrant, a man of estimable character,
whom he established 1n a warehouse similar to the
Petit - Dunkerque The man ultimately realized a
fortune which enabled him to end his days comfortably
i France

The winter of 1797 being unusually severe, Madame
de Coninck determined to distribute all the wood 1n
her magnificent hothouses among the poor inhabitants
of the willage on their estate

« Whenever I regret the want of a peach,” said she,
«I console myself with the reflection that the poor
have fuel. Thus I shall not be obliged to curtail my
usual distributions, or to make fresh demands upon
my husband, who saves money only to lay ot well
out”

His nterests were the blessings of the poor and
unfortunate

On the bombardment of Copenhagen by the Eng-
hish, a subscription was opened for the widows and
orphans of the sailors who were victims of the fatal
event M de Cominck set down his name for 15,000
rx-thalers. We were not in Copenhagen at the time,
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but the circumstance was related to us by a friend
who was witness to 1t

M de Coninck used to relate several curious anec-
dotes of King Christian, who was then on the throne
He was looked upon as mad, though he never gave
any proof of madness erther m the admmstration of
justice or on any other 1mportant occasion He was,
I dare say, naturally an eccentric character, and, his
temper being ruffled by continual irritation, he had
acquired a wildness of manner which gave rise to the
idea of his being insane

He was constantly teazed by being forced to do
what was disagreeable to hm He dishked sitting
long at table, and yet, whenever he drew back s
chair and prepared to rise, he was forcibly detained
by two Norwegian body-guards who stood behind him.
He was fond of chatting with those about him, and
yet his attendants were ordered not to answer him
when he spoke  Foreigners, indignant at the tyranny
to which he was subjected, sometimes ventured to
enter into conversation with him. His Mimsters
addressed him only to reproach him or to order him
to do what they wanted Any individual of the Court
to whom he happened to put a question 1mmediately
cast down his eyes and withdrew He was never suf-
fered to be alone, even when he desired 1t. These
continued vexations were, of course, calculated to irri-
tate a man whose mind had been previously harassed
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by unfortunate events He had but very lhittle money
at his disposal, but that little he used to distribute
among the poor whom he met 1n his daily walks I
saw him several times, and his countenance and figure
are rveted 1n my memory, partly from the fear with
which I was mspired by his reported madness and
partly from my girhsh admiration of his red coat
trimmed with gold lace He was decidedly ugly, but
his melancholy air could not fail to excite interest

When he wisited the theatre, which he did very
frequently, he had before him the score of the opera
that was performed, and he followed all the pieces as
they were sung On these occasions he was always
attended by a chamberlain, to whom he continually
spoke without receiving an answer, a nod of the
head was the utmost he ever obtained He was
remarkable for his gallant manners to females. He
cultivated choice flowers, which he made up n bou-
quets and presented them to the ladies, who thanked
him only by a curtsy When he met any ladies 1n
the park, where he frequently walked, he took off his
hat and remained uncovered until they were out of
sight

His Ministers wanted him to sign an act which he
considered unjust He refused, they insisted, and at
length he took the pen and signed Christian and
Company, being determined, so he said, not to take
upon himself the responsibility of such a law They
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made him renew the signature several times, but he
always repeated 1t in the same manner. He thus
prevented the publication of an ordinance prejudicial
to the interests of his subjects, to whom he was much
attached * The foreign Ambassadors were always
mtroduced to him, and etiquette required that he
should say to each

« How 18 the King, your master ?”

M Grouvelle, who was celebrated for his share
1 a trial which France must ever deplore, arrived at
Copenhagen as Minister of the French Repubhc He
presented himself to the King in full costume, having
a velvet cloak, a hat and feathers, and a tri-coloured
scarf The King, having addressed the usual question
to the other members of the diplomatic body, turned
suddenly to M Grouvelle, and said

*In conformity with an ancient law, the King of Denmark always
has at the right door of his carriage, a man on horseback, armed with
a loaded musket His Majesty, having the right of life and death over
his subjects, may order this guard to fire on any person for the most
trivial offence There 18 only one 1nstance recorded of the exercise of
this arbitrary privilege, and the victim then was a wretch who had been
guilty of the most atrocious calummes, and had besides been engaged 1n
several swindling transactions, but for want of sufficient proof he could
not be condemned XKing Christian, 1n spite of his madness, never
thought of exercising this barbarous prerogative The existence of this
odious law in Denmark 18 the more astonishing, because 1n that country
the punishment of death 1s not inflicted on criminals, the severest sen-
tence to which they are condemned being hard labour for ife When
a person has been unjustly condemned, he is, on his innocence being
proved, paraded through the city in one of the King’s state carriages
He is preceded by a herald proclaiming the annulment of his sentence,
which 18 ikewise published 1n all the journals A pension 18 settled on
the unfortunate man by the Government
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« How 18 the King, your master ? . I beg your
pardon, I mean the Republic, your mistress ®”

He then turned his back to the Mimster without
waiting for an answer

The Prince and Princess Royal often walked out
unattended, carrying their own umbrellas, and n
this manner visited the shops in Copenhagen They
were exceedingly simple 1n their manners, and were
beloved by the people It might, however, have been
wished that they had shewn more regard for the
King, whom they treated very unkindly This unfor-
tunate Sovereign died a victim to protracted misery
of every kind He was regretted by the Danes, who
knew that he wished to see them happy

The city of Copenhagen has been frequently rav-
aged by fires, and 18 now almost entirely rebmlt All
the new erections are beautiful The Royal Palace had
becn completely destroyed by fire shortly before our
arrival, and the King then occupied a very mean
residence The port 1s beautiful, and the neighbouring
promenades delightful

In the streets of Copenhagen I saw a great number
of Chinese, they lived mn a particular quarter of the
city, where they observed all their national customs.
They sometimes performed music which appeared
very singular to our Europcan ears, accustomed as
we are to regular and pleasing melodies Their sing-
g 18 a sort of sotto voce style, and accompamed on
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a sort of guitar having only one string and a long
finger-board On hearing a lady sing who possessed
considerable power of execution, one of them asked
what she had in her throat which enabled her to
produce such beautiful and varied sounds

At Copenhagen, I heard the famous Lebrun, whose
talent as a horn player was then beyond all compe-
tition * He had a letter of introduction to my father,
who was a passionate lover of music Overjoyed at
receiving a visit from the distinguished artist, he
called me, and presenting me to Lebrun, he said

« Here, child, 1s the first horn player in Europe.”

“QOh, papa,” I exclaimed, «then 1t must be M.
Lebrun'”

He was pleased with this remark, which proved
how greatly I had heard s talent extolled

* At a subsequent period he wished to give a concert in Paris, but
was not allowed to do so Indignant at the injustice of his countrymen,
and having lost all the fortune he had acquired by a laborious life, he was
reduced to despair, and committed suicide by sutfocating himself

+This reminds me of an observation made by my daughter on
Girodet’s picture of Galatea When repeated to the celebrated artist, he
saxd 1t was one of the best comphments he had ever received I took my
daughter, who was five years of age, to the Salon, and on her attention
being directed to the picture, she said, ¢ Mamma, the woman 18 beautiful,
very beautiful, but she looks something like plaster ”” This proves how
perfectly the painter had succeeded 1n representing the half-animate
figure,



CHAPTER 1IV.

My Return to France — Madame de Montesson — Madame
Bonaparte — Fouché, the Mimister of Police — M Maret.
— Féte on the 1st Vendémalre — Death of M César
Ducrest — M de Valence — Général Dumouriez — Bona-
parte Crowned by Madame de Montesson — Superstition
of Bonaparte — Madame de Montesson’s saloon — MM de
Talleyrand, Maret, de Perignon, Villiers du Terrage,
Arnault, Desfaucherets, Garat, Aignan, Coupigny, Despréz,
and Isabey

IN the year 1800, I returned to France with my
parents Like all our companions in misfortune, we
hoped, when our names should be erased from the
fatal list, to recover some portion of the property we
had lost My father exerted all s efforts to obtan
this object Through the kind interest of Madame
de Montesson, he was reinstated in his rights as a
citizen Madame Bonaparte, who was on terms of
intimacy with our protectress, zealously promoted the
business which her friend had at heart She strongly
recommended my father to Fouché, the Mimster of
Police. The latter was extremely gracious, and re-
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quested my father to produce his certificates of
residence.

« All the emigrants are domng so,” said he, «and
are proving every day that they never qutted
France ”

«But I cannot do so, citizen Mimster, I have no
papers that can be presented to you, except a pass-
port mn a false name, which I purchased at Hamburg
for twelve francs I have been eleven years absent
from France ”

“«What' you have no means of proving that your
name has been unjustly nscribed on the hst ?”

«No”

“QOh' well, in that case, you shall be erased 1m-
mediately, for I shall conclude that you never quitted
your country, those who emigrated have brought
forward so much evidence to prove that they did not,
that I presume you are 1mposing on me in the con-
trary way, and that you have been really all the
time 1 Paris In two days you shall receive your
erasure ”’

It was accordingly announced by M Maret (after-
wards Duc de Bassano), who immediately conveyed
the intelligence to my father at s abode, on the
fourth story of a wretched furnished hotel in the Rue
des Frondeurs M Maret was much affected 1n
making a communication which he was aware would
effect a great change 1n the circumstances of an n-
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diidual who had suffered long and severely My
father never mentioned, without feelings of gratitude,
Maret’s kindness to him on that occasion

All our property was sold, and, but for the gener-
osity of an aunt, we should have been utterly destitute
At this time Madame Bonaparte acquired strong
claiams on our attachment A new proof of the
excellence of her heart soon occurred It was on
the following occasion

A national féte was given to celebrate the anmiver-
sary of the Republic There was a grand display of
fireworks on the Seine, and the boatmen had orders
to permit none but generals to enter their boats
Some of the fireworks, to which a wrong direction
had been given, fell into a boat 1n which were M de
Valence, and his cousin, M César Ducrest, a young
man generally esteemed for his excellent character
and amiable manners By this unfortunate accident,
M Ducrest was killed, and M de Valence had his
arm broken.

M de Valence, supposing that his young relative
had merely fainted from the shock, had him 1mmed:-
ately conveyed to the hut of the Commissary of
Police, where every effort was made to restore him,
but n vain  All that remained to be done was to
contrive some mode of communicating the sad event
to the family of the unfortunate young man, who
were at that moment preparing for his approaching
marriage.
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Two messengers who were dispatched on this mel-
ancholy errand arrived at M Ducrest’s house about
midmght They merely stated that the young man
had been wounded, and that he was under the care of
a medical man, and wished to sec his father The
old gentleman set out immediately, and as he ap-
proached the Champs- Elysées the two messengers
began to hint at the serious nature of the accident;
at length, when they reached the fatal spot where
the remamns of his beloved son were deposited, they
entreated him to summon all his resolution He had
hitherto been far from suspecting the fatal truth, but
he looked at his two guides, and the emotion de-
picted m their countenances left no doubt of his
misfortune The wretched father, in s despair,
forgetting his two daughters and every remaining
family tie, was on the pomnt of rushing into the
Semne, but the rash act was prevented by the two
mdividuals who had so cautiously acquainted M
Ducrest with his 1rreparable misfortune *

The Commissary of Police required the old man to
go through the formality of owning the remams of
his son, but all his natural strength of mind had for-

*Such was the melancholy end of this fine young man, who had
escaped death on the field of honour, where, at a very early age, his
gallant conduct induced Général Dumouriez to raise him to the rank of
captain “I have not yet attained the proper age,” said M Ducrest
“That is an additional reason for your receiving the honour,” replied the

general, and the rank was confirmed without a murmur of disapproval
from his comrades
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saken him, and he could not look at the body He,
however, 1dentified a watch and a pin which he had
himself presented to his son only a few days before.
He was conveyed home, and as he passed through
the streets, the brilliant 1lluminations and the tumul-
tuous rejoicing of the populace presented a painful
contrast to the sorrow of the venerable old man

On reaching home he was unable to utter a word ;
but his silence and the despair depicted in his coun-
tenance sufficed to inform Madame Ducrest of the
fate of her husband’s son, to whom she was as fondly
attached as though he had been her own

On the morming after this fatal event Madame de
Montesson, M Ducrest’s aunt, sent her carriage for
the removal of the afflicted family She was tenderly
attached to her grandnephew, and his melancholy
death proved a severe shock to her health, which had
been long declimmng M Ducrest received the em-
braces and consolations of his aunt without shedding
a tear He had fallen into a state of apathy, which
excited serious alarm At this moment Madame
Bonaparte was announced , on secing the condition of
M Ducrest, she took his eldest daughter by the hand,
and catching 1n her arms the youngest, who was only
fifteen months, she threw herself with these two
children at the feet of the disconsolate father.

The wife of the First Consul, whose maternal
heart suggested to her what was best calculated to
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move the feelings of a parent, succeeded n drawing
tears from the eyes of M Ducrest, the apprehensions
which had hitherto been entertained for his hfe were
now atan end Madame Bonaparte prevailed on her
husbhand to suppress the fétes which had been the
cause of the fatal event

I was a witness to the scene above described, and I
shall never forget 1t I have not attempted to report
the words of Josephine ; how would 1t be possible to
describe the thrilling tones of her voice, and the ex-
pressive looks which accompamed them' Every
attempt hitherto made to portray the fascinations of
the Empress Josephine has proved unsuccessful Her
pictures all fall short of the original. Grace, which
from 1ts fugitive nature 18 so difficult to seize and
represent, was the distingmshing characteristic of
that amiable woman, who was no less beloved 1n
private Iife than she was adored on the throne

I may here relate a few particulars of Madame de
Montesson, whose house was at this period the only
one frequented by returned emgrants, — noblemen
who had remained in France, parvenus enriched by
spoil, celebrated men, and beautiful women It was
well known that Madame de Montesson had been
married to the Duc d’ Orléans, that Lowmis XVI when
at the Twleries had received her as hus cousin, and
played a game at tric-trac with her She 1s said to
have boasted of this relationship at a time when 1t
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might have been a sentence of death, and after she
escaped, as if by a miracle, from the fate that awaited
her, her amable and unassuming manners exacted
from every one the respect which she was entitled to
look for.

As soon as Bonaparte was raised to the Consulate,
he sent to request that Madame de Montesson would
present herself at the Tuileries Whenever she ap-
peared he rose to meet her, and assured her that he
should feel pleasure in granting any boon she might
think fit to solicit

“ General,” she replied, «“I have no right to look
for anything from you

“You have, then, forgotten, madame, that 1t was
from you I received my first crown'! You came with
the Duc d’ Orléans to distribute the prizes at Brienne;
and when you placed on my brow the wreath of
laurel, which was destined to be the precursor of so
many others, you said ¢May 1t bring you happ-
ness'’” I am told that I am a Fatalist, madame;
therefore 1t 18 not surprising that I should remember
what you have forgotten I shall be delighted to be
serviceable to you Besides, the tone of good com-
pany 18 nearly extinct m France, you must help to
keep it up Some traditions of former times will be
useful, and you may communicate them to my wife.
When foreigners of distinction visit Paris, they will
be invited to your entertainments, where they will see
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that grace and amiabihity are still preéminent in the
French capital

This was the origin of the favour enjoyed by
Madame de Montesson, * and during the remainder
of her long Iife she employed 1t for the benefit of
others, and never for her own revenge.

The remainder of her fortune, added to her re-
stored pension, made her annual income upwards of
200,000 livres, a considerable sum for that period,
when money was yet scarce She never visited, but
she received company every evening On these occa-
sions she rechned on a sofa, having her feet on a
stool, and concealed beneath a cover She never rose,
except to receive or take leave of Madame Bonaparte,
or to lead out some one whom she did not wish to see
again  Whenever she attended any one to the door,
her meaning was always understood, and the persons
to whom this ceremony was observed never presumed
to return  Though brought up almost bencath her
roof, I never saw more than two of her visitors dis-
missed mn this way, they were persons who had
become acquamnted with her at the Waters of Plom-
biéres, and who ought never to have shewn them-
selves 1 her saloon She usually gave a grand
dinner once a week, and on other days she received
her mmtimate friends, for whom covers were always

* The Consul restored her the pension of 160,000 francs which was
granted to her by her husband
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laid at her table. Her most frequent wisitors were
MM Berthollet,t de Talleyrand, de Pont, Maret, de
Perignon, Vilhiers du Terrage, Arnault, Gmines Millin,
Desfaucherets, Garat, Aignan, Coupgny, Despréz,
and Isabey. The amusement of the eveming con-
sisted of music or reading; but most frequently,
conversation

+ Before the Revolution M Berthollet’s wife filled the situation called

Jemme de chambre harpiste to Madame de Montesson, who was much
attached to her,



CHAPTER V.

Portrait of Madame de Montesson —Madame de Genlis and
M de Valence — Lous Bonaparte’s Marmage — Ball n
Honour of the King of Etruria — Portrait of the Queen
of Etruria — Féte Given at Newlly by M de Talleyrand
— The First Consul’s Gracious Reception of the Prince
of Orange

MapaME DE MONTESSON, by her marriage with a
Prince of the House of Bourbon, has become an his-
torical character Her influence i the most brilhant
society of FEurope, and the esteem i which she
was held by the Emperor Napoleon, induced me to
endeavour to sketch a portrait of her somewhat more
accurate than those which have yet appeared in the
shape of biographical memoirs, etc The particulars
that have been published respecting this lady are
remarkable only for their incorrectness I will here
note down such as have come within my own obser-
vation

I cannot pretend to say whether Madame de Mon-
tesson ever possessed the remarkable beauty that has
been attributed to her When I first saw her she
was sixty-three years of age She was then very
httle, and exceedingly thin, but her complexion and
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teeth were still beautiful Her dark-blue eyes were
full of ammation, and her nose, though somewhat
too long, was not unpleasing She was extremely
particular about her dress, but she never wore
anything unsuited to her age She was fond of rich
silks and lace. She never wore ornaments, and
avolded glaring colours, generally wearing gray or
white The expression of her countenance was usu-
ally mild and benevolent, but nobody knew better
how to assume a cold and imposing air However,
1t was only under very serious circumstances that
she put on what she used to call her mine fermée

Her dignmity of manner, purity of language, and
sweetness of temper, gave a charming freedom and
vivacity to her conversation, and she always care-
fully avoided angry discussions at a period verging
on anarchy Literary men and artists cagerly sought
her approbation, which was almost invariably the
guarantee of public favour, and her house was
the resort of the patrons and friends of art She
was never displeased with those whose opimons dif-
fered from her own She supported her arguments
with good temper, and whenever she felt herself
to be m the wrong, voluntarly acknowledged it.
Good breeding was an indispensable requisite 1n those
whom she admitted to her acquaintance It was not
sufficient that their manners were unobjectionable;
she required that pmnk of politeness and gallantry
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which is now so rarely met with, however, she
fully attained the object she had in wiew, for at her
house young people amused themselves with the
utmost freedom, but at the same time with a due
regard to reserve and propriety.

Madame de Montesson detested scandal, which was
never suffered 1n her presence , she proclaimed silence
whenever personalities formed the subject of con-
versation; she always entered into a warm defence
of persons who were slandered when absent, even
though her declared enemies. She had but one
fault, that of treating some members of her family
unjustly ; but for this, perhaps, she must not be
held entirely responsible.

She entertained an affectionate regard for M de
Valence, who had married her grandmece, Mdlle
de Genlis* M. de Valence ruled Madame de Mon-
tesson so completely that she had no will of her
own ; all her affairs were submitted to his consider-
ation, and 1t was he, no doubt, who dictated her

#Not her niece, a8 is erroneously stated by M de Toulotte in his work
entitled “La Cour et la Ville” M de Toulotte, indeed, seems to have
known but little about Madame de Montesson and her family, for he
asserts that Louis XV wrote to the Archbishop of Paris, requesting his
permussion for the marriage of the Duc d’ Orléans and Madame de
Montesson , but 1t 18 certain that the permission was verbally granted
on condition that the marriage should be kept secret until the birth of a
child As to the consuderable legacies bequeathed by her to her family,
we shall presently see what they were I never saw M de Toulotte at
Madame de Montesson’s , therefore he could speak of her only from
hearsay, and I can affirm that he has been misinformed on several points.
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will, by which her relations, though poor, were disin-
herited Twenty thousand francs, a sum inferior to
that which she left to her femmes- de - chambre, could
not be considered a swtable legacy to her miece
and nephew

M. de Valence, mnstead of seeking to make amends
for arrangements so adverse to the interests of
Madame de Genlhs and M Ducrest, refused to give
the latter a picture painted by Madame de Montesson,
and out of his 20,000 francs kept back a sum
payment of a very old debt He ought, perhaps, to
have acted more generously, considering that all his
property was redeemed during the Revolution by
Madame de Montesson, who, for this purpose, sacri-
ficed her jewels* Madame de Montesson must not,
therefore, be accused of want of feeling, though she
certainly exhibited great weakness during the latter
years of her ife  She feared M. de Valence as much
as she loved him, and she submitted to all he
required, for the sake of mamtaming peace at home,
where he reigned with absolute sway.

* M Ducrest brought about this marriage with Mdlle de Genlis,
to whom Madame de Montesson gave a portion of 600,000 francs, to
the prejudice of his direct heirs On her daughter’s account, there-
fore, Madame de Genlis had nothing to regret M Ducrest behaved
very honourably throughout the whole business He gave his niece
the library and the diamonds of his first wife, Mdlle de Canouville
I gather these particulars from a letter written by Madame de Valence,
who always remained grateful to her uncle Madame de Genlis, in her

¢ Memoirs,” says that Madame du Pont first projected the uniom,
but that 18 a mistake
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Madame de Montesson gave the first ball that took
place 1n honour of the marriage of Lows Bonaparte
and Mdlle. de Beauharnais. Invitations were 1ssued
for seven hundred persons. There was, as yet, no
Imperial Court, for Napoleon was only Consul ; though
then young, I could not fail to remark the eager
attention and serwile flattery evinced by all classes
to the Bonaparte family, whose fortunes already
dawned so brilhantly that there was no calculating
what ambition might aim at, when encouraged by
such unexampled success. The foreign Ambassadors
were present at Madame de Montesson’s féte, which
was on a most magmficent scale Every countenance
beamed with joy save that of the bride, whose
profound melancholy formed a sad contrast to the
happmess which she might have been expected to
evince She was covered with diamonds and flowers,
and yet her countenance shewed nothing but regret
It was easy to foresee the mutual misery that would
arise out of this 1ll-assorted union Lows Bonaparte
shewed but little attention to his bride, and she,on
her part, seemed to shun his very looks, lest he
should read 1n hers the indifference she felt towards
him.

This indifference daily augmented mn spite of the
affectionate advice of Josephine, who anxiously sought
to produce some congemality of feeling 1n the newly
married couple. But all her endeavours were useless.
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I subjoin two letters which she wrote to her be-
loved daughter some time before her separation from
her husband was deemed indispensable They shew
how earnestly Josephine desired to see Hortense 1n
the possession of that happiness and peace of mind to
which she was herself a stranger Her daughter’s
unhappy marriage, which she foresaw but could not
prevent, was a source of deep distress to her If she
enjoyed any consolation under this affliction, 1t was
that of witnessing the uminterrupted harmony which
prevailed between the viceroy and vice-queen But
after all, can anything soothe the sorrow of a mother
who sees her daughter’s happmess blighted forever.

«To QUEEN HORTENSE

«1 was deeply grieved at what I heard a few days ago, and
what I saw yesterday confirmed and ncreased my distress
Why shew this repugnance to Louis? Instead of rendering 1t
the more annoying by caprice and inequality of temper, why
not endeavour to surmount 1t? You say he 18 not amiable!
everything 1s relative  If he 18 not so to you, he may be so to
others, and all women do not see him through the veil of dis-
hike To me who am disinterested, and who view him as he
really 1s, he appears to be more disposed to love than fitted to
be beloved, and that 1s certainly a valuable quality He 18
generous, benevolent, and affectionate He 1s a good father,
and 1f you choose, he may be a good husband His
melancholy, and his taste for study and retirement, render
him disagreeable to you But let me ask you, 18 this his
fault? Do you expect him to change his nature according to
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circumstances? Who could have foreseen his altered fortune ?
You say he has not courage to maintamn 1t, but that 1s a
mistake I should rather say he 1s not smited to 1t With
his secluded habits and his unconquerable love of retirement
and study, he 1s out of place 1 the elevated station to which
he has been raised You wish that he resembled his brother,
but he must first have his brother’s temperament You must
have remarked that all our existence depends on health, and
health upon digestion If poor Louis’s digestion were better,
you would find him much more amiable But as he 1s, there
1s nothing to justify the indifference and dislike you evince
towards him  You, Hortense, who used to be so good, should
continue so now, when 1t 18 most requisite Take pity on a
man who 1s to be pitied, for what would constitute the hap-
piness of another Before you condemn him, read once again
the ¢ Letters of Madame de Maintenon,’ she, too, groaned
under the weight of her greatness, and bedewed with her
tears a diadem for which she conceived her brow was never
destined ”

«To THE SAME

“You misunderstand me, my dear, there is nothing
equivocal 1 my style, as there 18 nothing uncandid in my
heart How could you ever imagine that I share certain
absurd, or, perhaps, interested opinions? Surely you cannot
believe that I look upon you as my rival We both reign over
the same heart, but by titles very different, though equally
sacred, and those who view my husband’s affection for you mn
any other light than that of a friend and a father, know little
of his heart His soul takes too lofty a flight to be accessible
to any vulgar passions Glory engrosses him more, perhaps,
than 1s conducive to our happiness, but the love of glory 18
incompatible with anything base Such 1s my profession of
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faith with regard to my husband I frankly communicate 1t
1 the hope that 1t will calm your apprehensions When I
advise you to love, or at least not to repulse Louis, I speak to
you as an experienced wife, a fond mother, and a friend, and
1 these three characters, which are all equally dear to me, I
tenderly embrace you ”

It was, I think, about this time that the King of
Etruna arrived in Paris with lis consort, his son, and
some persons who were 1mntended to form part of his
modest Court The presence of a Bourbon, who had
been crowned by the hand of Bonaparte, was calcu-
lated to make a singular impression on every mind
The general opmion was that this was merely a
prelude, and that a still greater proof of disinterested-
ness would soon be given by a man who secretly
congratulated himself on thus having overthrown all
royalist 1deas and annihlated all republican hopes
The King of Etruria lodged at the « Hotel Montes-
son’* This hotel was bwlt before the Revolution,
and 1t communicated, by a hothouse, with the
residence of the Duc d’ Orléans, which Madame de

*Then occupied by the Spanish Embassy, but 1t was subsequently the
scene of an awful catastrophe On the marriage of the Empress Maria
Louisa, Prince Schwarzemberg gave a féte at this house The ball-room,
which was erected 1n the garden, accidentally caught fire and several
persons perished, among others were the Princesses of Schwarzemberg
and La Leyen, both of whom rushed into the flames to rescue their
daughters, the two young ladies escaped, but they had to deplore the
fate of their amiable mothers Madlle de la Leyen afterwards married M
de Tascher, a relative of Josephine A few months after the misfortune
above mentioned, I saw her at Genoa 1in mourning, and dancing'”
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Montesson now occupied The hothouse had been
condemned, but the King of Etruria on his arrival
requested permission to have the communications
opened, so that he might have the opportumty of
visiting Madame de Montesson at all times without
minglmg with the crowd by whom she was sur-
rounded Madame de Montesson consented, and the
King took ample advantage of his proximity to her
The Queen regularly, every day, took her son to see
her vowsine, as she used familiarly to call Madame de
Montesson. The child bore a striking resemblance to
his mother, and, therefore, was not handsome. This
Princess was exceedingly unprepossessing 1n appear-
ance, she was a lhttle, dark, ugly woman, with a
coarseness of manner which was exceedingly disagree-
able At seven in the morning she used to dress for
the day, and nothing could be more amusing than to
see her walking 1n the garden carrying her son m her
arms, and wearing a llama dress, and diamonds on
her head She nursed her child, in the literal sense
of the term, and this, as may be supposed, not a little
deranged the elegance of her toilette, for the Prince
Royal was yet an infant 1n arms and was subject to
all accidents mncidental to his age. Whatever might
happen, the Queen never took the trouble of changing
her dress, carelessly observing that the sun would
make 1t all nght again  She was certainly a good
sort of woman, 1n the strict acceptance of the phrase.
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She was unaffected, good-humoured, and scrupulously
attentive to her duty

The King, though less clever, was more agreeable
than his wife, in spite of a certain air of constraint
which might be accounted for by the equivocal situa-
tion 1n which he stood * He never spoke of Bona-
parte but 1n terms of enthusiasm , and yet he seemed
to regret. being obhged to render justice to him, to
whom he was indebted for his throne Gratitude
forced him to break the silence which old recollec-
tions 1mposed upon him

Through the medium of the King of Etruria, Bona-
parte tried the commencement of that power which he
foresaw would soon be boundless They both went to
the Théitre Frangais to see the tragedy of « (Edipe”
The audience eagerly seized the allusion conveyed 1n
the following lines

«J' ar fait des Souveramns et n’ av pas voulu U étre”

It was followed by unanmmous and repeated peals of

* The account given of him by the Duc de Rovigo 1s greatly exagger-

ated I used tosee hun frequently, but I must confess that I never sur-
prised him playing at hedc-and-seeh or leap-frog Napoleon, who then
p ud attention to the government of conquered countries, would not have
placed on the throne of Ltruria a man entirely disqualified to rule In
1] pointing this sort of precfect he, of course, did not look for talent that
might have resisted his will, but he would not at that time have ventured
to violate the ideas of propriety by seating an 1diot on the throne The
King of Etruria was a man of the ordinary stamp, and that 1s all that
can 1 justice be said of him In many eyes his greatest fault was
being a Bourbon
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applause This tragedy seemed destined to furnish
applications complimentary to Napoleon.

L’ amitie d’ un grand homme est un bienfart des dreuz,”

was applied to him by the Emperor Alexander at
Erfurt, and an audience of Kings and Princes ap-
proved 1t by loud testimomes of admiration

Bonaparte sent the King of Etruria several magnifi-
cent presents some carpets of the manufactures of
Aubusson and la Savonnerie, and a Sévres vase worth
300,000 francs It was found necessary to fix up the
vase 1n the King’s grand saloon, and for this purpose
twelve workmen were employed. When they had
completed the job, one of the chamberlains asked the
King what he should give them

“ Nothing at all,” rephed His Majesty, “1t 18 a
present sent me by the First Consul ”

“ Yes, Sire, but 1t 18 usual to give something to
those who bring a present”

« That 18 purchasing, and not accepting However,
since 1t 18 the custom m Fiance, I must conform with
1t, and besides, a King ought to encourage the arts.
Let them have a crown a piece ”

Three lours was the sum-total that was offered, and
the men declined taking 1t

Madame de Montesson gave a ball to the King and
Queen of Etruria * She did the honours with her ac-

* I have just read, 1n the ** Memoirs of the Duc de Rovigo,” an account
of his féte, which 18 so offensive to the memory of Madame de Montesson
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customed grace, so that the illustrious travellers had
an opportunity of seeing that our Revolution had not
bamshed galety and elegance from French society

that I cannot refrain from pointing out 1ts inaccuracy M de Rovigo as-
serts that Madame de Montesson was guilty of an impropriety which had
well migh been attended with unpleasant consequences to herself, 1n invit-
1ng to this ball all the members of the Consul’s family and the individuals
connected with them They all accepted the invitation without inform-
g Bonaparte of the circumstance, and next day they were sharply
reprimanded fo. gong to the ball ¢ The Revolution,” he adds, ‘‘ must
have been adopted in all 1ts consequences, before a mstress of the Duc d’
Orléans could have conceived the 1dea of assembling at her party all the
returned emigrants and men who had raised themselves by their talent »*
M de Rovigo 18, doubtless, not aware that the King consented to the
Duke’s marriage, and that during his detention at the Tuileries he re-
ceived Madame de Montesson as his cousin She was obliged to sign all
her deeds the Widow Orléans, lest they should be rendered null and void

Napoleon, convinced of the reality of Madame de Montesson’s marriage,
gave her a pension of 60,000 francs as dowry, and she was constantly at the
Tuileries, where she was overwhelmed with marks of esteem Finally,
when Josephine became Empress, she frequently went, attended by her
ladies, to visi1t Madame de Montesson, whom she never suffered to rise to
offer her a seat The Princesses of the Imperial Family all visited at
Romainville, and during Madame de Montesson’s l1ast 1llness, one of the
Emperor’s pages was regularly sent to inquire after her Had M de
Rovigo known these facts, he would, I am convinced, have erased from
his manuscript a statement which was probably dictated by some private
pique Madame de Montesson did not hike him, and I never recollect
having seen him among her visitors The reports then in circulation,
whether true or false, prevented her from receiving him It 1s dithcult to
suppose that a man, devoted as M de Rovigo was to the will of Napoleon,
should have ventured to attend a féte given 1n honour of a Bourbon with-
out first consulting the man for whom, as he himself states, he would have
sacrificed his own children Even had he shewn such a want of circum-
spection on this occasion, 1t 18 still less probable that the Consul’s family
should have acted with such levaity All the details which I have given
respecting the reception of Madame de Montesson at the Tuileries are
strictly true, and can be vouched for by those who enjoyed her intimacy

A thousand witnesses could be immediately produced to defend this
amiable woman against that unjust calumny from which she might have
been spared by a man who knew her too little to judge her, and whose
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M de Talleyrand also gave an entertamnment to
Their Majesties at the Chéteau de Neuilly, which then
belonged to him The park was 1lluminated by re-
flecting lamps, displaying a representation of the front
of the Royal Palace at Parma, which was to be the
residence of the King and Queen A concert in which
our first singers performed preceded the ball, which
was opened by the King and Madame Leclere, after-
wards Princesse Borghése The supper was served
in the most elegant style, in a spacious dining-room,
the tables being laid out round orange-trees, whose
branches 1n full flower formed arches over the heads
of the guests Ices mn the form of fruits were sus-
pended mn beautiful baskets In short, the imagma-
tion could conceive nothing more dehightful

The 1llustrious strangers must have carried with
them a very favourable opimon of France, where they
were recelved with marks of attention which they did
not experience even 1n Italy

The Prince of Orange, now King of the Nether-
lands, was among the distingmshed wisitors whom
Madame de Montesson was directed to receive. His
virtues, talents, dignified manners, and his misfortunes,
ensured him an agreeable reception from a woman
who was so well able to appreciate merit of every kind.
He was pleased with her society, and frequently

opinion would carry with 1t considerable weight if misstatements were
not corrected by truth Mdlle Marquise was the mistress of the Duc d’
Orléans, Madame de Montesson was his wife
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visited her His countenance was handsome and full
of expression, and s conversation ammated He
never betrayed anything approaching to meanness or
servility Bonaparte loaded him with attentions, and
m the most marked way evinced his esteem for him
Since his accession to the throne, this Prince has fully
justified all the expectations that were formed of him



CHAPTER VL

M Chaptal, Minister of the Interior —Madame Lebrun —
Mdlle Duchesnois Presented to Madame Bonaparte. —
Her Début. — Ravalry between Mdlle Georges and Mdlle
Duchesnois —M de Laval’'s Bon-mots — Madame Ré-
camier — MM de Forbin, Humboldt, Benjamin Constant,
de Chéateaubriand, Mathieu de Montmorency — Portrait
of Madame Récamier — M de Talleyrand and Madame
Grandt — M Denon — Count von Cobenzl and Madame
Bonaparte — Parsimony of an Ambassador — Madame de
Stael

M CHAPTAL, the Mimister of the Interior, refused
to grant an order for the début of Mdlle Duchesnos,
being persuaded that she was too ugly to succeed
Madame Lebrun, who was a warm patroness of the
arts, n one of which she herself excelled, kindly
requested Madame de Montesson to grant Mdlle
Duchesnois an evening at her house

She also begged that she would mwvite Madame
Bonaparte and M Chaptal Madame de Montesson
consented to do so, and assembled about two hundred
persons on the occasion

Mdlle Duchesnois was at that time frightfully thin,
and much more masculine in appearance than she
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now 18. Her dress, which was more than plain, was
arranged as well as 1t could be by Madame Lebrun,
who perfectly understood the art of female decoration.
After a few hasty preparations, Mdlle. Duchesnois re-
cited the part of « Phédre ” and a portion of « Roxane ”
in such admirable style that the Minister, like every one
else, losing sight of the young lady’s plamn features,
immedately gave an order for her début Madame
Bonaparte undertook the task of arranging her cos-
tume, and Madame de Montesson presented her with
two beautiful dresses It was determined that she
should first perform at Versailles, 1n order to accus-
tom her to the boards

Almost all Madame de Montesson’s friends attended
this first appearance, and witnessed the commence-
ment of that success which subsequently led to dis-
putes and arrests Nothing short of transcendent
talent could have triumphed over the mcomparable
beauty of Mdlle Georges Mdlle Duchesnois was
supported by almost all the young students of medi-
cme and law She was known to be under the spe-
cial patronage of Madame Bonaparte, a circumstance
which had a powerful influence on a set of young
men who were disposed to approve of anything that
was agreeable to the wife of the First Consul

To promote the prosperity of our home manufac-
tures, Bonaparte directed that the ladies who appeared
at the Twleries should not wear any articles of for-
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eign production. Madame Bonaparte had a great
number of India dresses embroidered with gold and
silver , these she gave to her protégée, who thus be-
came possessed of a splendid wardiobe She also
gave her a magnificent set of topaz ornaments which
she herself had received from M. de Souza, the
Portuguese Minister.* In short, she supported the
débutante through all the cabals that were raised
against her, and enabled her to continue the repre-
sentative of tragic queens, 1n spite of all the endeav-
ours that were made to force her out of that lne of
characters Had Mademoiselle Duchesnois realized
the promises that at this time she held out, we should
have been indebted to Josephine for a second Clarion
worthy to compete with our Talma

There are many people mn the world who acquire
reputation to which they have no right Of this
number was the Duc de Laval, who was generally
looked upon as a fool Many anecdotes were related
1 proof of his supposed stuprdity It used to be sard
of him that he declared he had received an anony-
mous letter signed by all the officers of his regiment,
that he had placed sofas on the four sides of his octa-
gonal drawing-room, and a thousand other absurdities
of this kind

* He married Madame de Flahault, the authoress of the charming
novels of ¢« Adeéle de Sénanges,” ¢ Eugéne de Rothelin,” etc To extraor-
dinary talent, this lady united all that amiability of character which
compels inferior minds to pardon that superiority which they cannot
dispute
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Madame de Montesson, who was certainly very well
able to judge of the understandings of those with
whom she was acquainted, demed that M de Laval
deserved the character of a fool. She related several
of his bon-mots, which certainly tended to discredit
the opinion generally entertained of him

He used to be her daily visitor, but on one occasion
he happened to tell her that he should not be able to
come next day She was, therefore, rather surprised
to see him enter as usual

«“I thought you told me you could not come to-
day,” said she

“ Mon Diew' 1 had, indeed, a thousand things to
do, and I did not expect to see you But I know not
how 1t 18, my horses bring me here as naturally as
those of a devotee car1y her to church ”

He was very rich, and people often applied to him
for a loan of money, which he always refused, observ-
mg that he made 1t a rule never to lend, because the
best thing that could happen was to have 1t returned
It would be difficult to quote an instance of more
complete selfishness, but this was not the reasoning
of a fool

On arriving 1n England, at the time of his emigra-
tion, he wisited several noblemen who had received
him well before the Revolution  Almost all repeated
the civility, but some few thought proper to dispense
with it Among the latter was the Duke of D

’
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who did not even think 1t worth while to leave his
card at the lodgings of a man who he supposed was a
beggar.

Some time after, they both met together at Lord
Cholmondeley’s M de Laval was requested by His
Lordship to take a hand at whist with the Duke of
D The latter observed that M de Laval would
probably dechine the invitation, when he knew what
they were gomng to play for “I beg Your Grace’s
pardon,” said he, «I play from one guinea to a hun-
dred a pont, and for that reason I am surprised that
you did not return my visit ”

M de Laval had brought from France a sum of
money which enabled him to indulge his passion for
play , besides he made his success at the card-table
an object of speculation, he never played at hazard,
and had 1n all other kind of games an acknowledged
superiority From vamty, many were proud of bemng
allowed to match with him, and he confessed that at
the end of the year he found himself i possession
of a considerable sum, which put 1t 1 s power to
maintain a switable rank in London Among the
emgrants who were obliged to look about them for
means of subsistence, he was the only one who chose
to rely on this source, and 1t certainly required a
clever head to carry his plan into execution He
18 another proof of the false judgments often pro-
nounced on men by the busy world.
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The beauty of Madame Récamier, her magmficent
entertainments 1n the days of her prosperity, and the
simpheity of the costumes which she adopted, have
often been the subject of eulogy; but at the same
time 1t was common to talk of the weakness of her
mind, for the purpose, doubtless, of attributing some
imperfections to the most perfect of her sex, for her
conduct, which was always irreproachable, could not
be calummiated. This was again an 1nstance of gross
injustice Madame Récamer 18 no less distingmshed
for her intellectual qualities than for her personal
charms, but an vincible abhorrence to whatever
looks hke maligmty makes her despise that sort of
mental vamty which would sacrifice everything to a
withicism  Her conversation 18 dehghtful, though
she never makes any effort to shme She speaks in
a low voice to those who please her, and whom she
attracts around her That she 1s not entirely en-
grossed by attention to personal display 18 sufficiently
proved by her intimate connection with the two most
celebrated women of our age, Madame de Genls
and Madame de Stael MM de Forbin, Humboldt,
Benjamin Constant, de Chéiteaubriand, Mathien de
Montmorency, etc, have sought her society with an
eagerness which proves how capable she 18 of em-
bellishing her circle Men of letters often solicit her
opmion on their works, which she always gives with
that modesty which 1s natural to her.
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Full justice has never been done to the courage she
displayed on the ruin of her husband’s fortune She
regretted the loss of 1mmense wealth only because 1t
deprived her of the power of doing good It was then
discovered that this woman so 1dolized, so 1nvolved 1n
a course of compulsory dissipation, had founded a
school for twelve orphan girls who were taught read-
g, wnting, arithmetic, and needlework, and were
fully prepared, by the age of fifteen, for gomng to
any lne of busmmess Their benefactress afforded
them the means of turming what they had earned to
advantage, and when they conducted themselves well
they received a portion which enabled them to form
a settlement for hife

Those who followed the elegant carriage of Madame
Récamier under the persuasion that she was gomng to
make purchases at Leror’s, or at the Petit-Dunkerque,
were often surprised to see 1t stop at the door of some
obscure house, where this amiable lady would alight
to admimster succour to aged poverty, or to give a
packet of child-bed linen to some distressed woman
on the pomnt of becoming a mother, without having
the means of clothing her unfortunate infant

I have seldom the happiness of meeting Madame
Récamier, but when I do see her I cannot look upon
a countenance still so beautiful and so perfectly calm,
without experiencing a profound feeling of sadness
It 18 1mpossible to suppose that vice could exist n
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connection with such an expression of punty The
whole life of Madame Récamer gives support to the
system of Lavater.

About the time at which the circumstances I have
related occurred, much astonmishment was expressed
at the love of M de Talleyrand for Madame Grandt,
who, though extremely beautiful, had no 1dea of the
superiority of the man she had charmed. M de
Talleyrand, on being asked how he could converse
with one so umnformed, rephed «It 18 a rehef to
me” Ths phrase well describes the woman he
afterwards married *

He one day requested her to read Denon’s « Travels
m Egypt,” that she might be able to say a few words
on 1t to the author whom he had invited to dinner
Madame promised to follow her husband’s advice, and
he sent her the book The hour of dinner arrived
and M Denon was seated beside the lady of the house

* Bonaparte, when he became Emperor, wishing to restore that de-
corum which the Revolution had banished, resolved to put an end to the
scandal to which the connection between M de Talleyrand and Madame
Grandt gave occasion He hinted to the Mimister the propriety of a
marriage Talleyrand at first refused, but the master having ordered,
obedience soon followed The Princesse de Talleyrand was presented at
Court under that title, but she was received there only once, she never
visited the Court agaimn The Princess Dolgorouk: paid her a visit,
covered with rich jewels which she 1nherited from Prince Potemkin —
¢ Oh, madame,” said the Princesse de Talleyrand, * what beautiful
diamonds' How happy they must make you'” ¢“If you wish for the
hike, M de Talleyrand will surely have great pleasure 1n giving you
them ” ¢ How foolish,” retorted Madame de Talleyrand, ‘“do you
think I have married @ Pope’” I have this anecdote from the Princess
Dolgorouki
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‘Wishing to follow the instructions she had received,
she began by informing him that she had been de-
hghted with the perusal of his beautiful descriptions.
There were no bounds to the prase of his wonderful
talent « There 18 but one thing,” said she, « with
which I can find fault, and that 1s that the dear
creature, Friday, comes 1n too late  He 1s so interest-
g that I wish I had known him sooner” The
embarrassment and astomshment of M Denon may
be conjectured He was unable to reply

Mdlle Charlotte * had on the same day left a copy
of « Robmson Crusoe” with her protectress The
Princess read 1t by mistake for Denon’s work, and
hence the enthusiasm she felt for Friday

I do not pretend to understand what are called
grand conceptions 1 politics, which appear to me to
be only a series of impostures I shall, therefore,

#* Now the Baroness Alexandre de Talleyrand, celebrated for her talent
on the pianoforte She was the pupil of Dussek, whom M de Talleyrand
got to reside in his house that the lessons might be given with perfect
regularity He was lodged and boarded, and received a salary of 6,000
francs It 1s said, however, that the Prince did not behave with as much
kindness as he should have done at the period of Dussek’s decease It
has been taken for granted that Mdlle Charlotte was a natural daughter
of M de Talleyrand, which 1s not the fact My mother was acquainted
with her parents, who were emigrants The Prince, who was related to
Madame de ,learning that on her death-bed she was distressed about
the fate of her hittle girl, promised to take charge of the infant, he kept
his word Her education was solid and brilhant, and her marriage with
the cousin of her protector completed the discharge of the debt he had
contracted The Princess was extremely kind and attentive to her, and
it 18 sa1d her goodness has been 1ll repaid, for Madame Alexandre no
longer visits her
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refrain from speaking on a subject so far above me,
but I may be allowed to quote some of the saymngs
of this extraordinary man, who has always been able
to extricate himself from the greatest difficulties, and
who has floated safely amidst a torrent of events by
which any other person would have been borne away
and overwhelmed

Every clever thing said 1 Paris used to be attrib-
uted to him, and this proves that he 18 capable of say-
ing many Some are so connected with history that
it 18 1mpossible to forget them, but others, which
relate to individuals, arc less known It 1s difficult
to conceive how he could acquire the astomishing
facility of making the simplest circumstance, the
most common subject, serve as an occasion for the
display of what may be called s prompt - payment
wit, the command of which, I believe, no other man
ever possessed 1n an equal degree. Here are a few
examples

M A de G , noted for his dullness, his pre-
tension, his unaccountable success with some women,
and his large fortune, accosted M de Talleyrand at a
time when an anxious suspense prevailed on account of
the vacillating system of the Government, and said

« Well, Prince, how go public affairs ?”

“ Why, just as you see!” *

#* To understand the force of this reply, 1t is necessary to know that
M Alex de G— squinted and looked quite awry
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The beauty of the Marquse de Luchesim, the wife
of the Prussian Ambassador,* was extolled in M de
Talleyrand’s presence

“ We have handsomer specimens in our Consular
Guard,” said he

This remark appeared so just that henceforth the
colossal Prussian beauty was no longer spoken of 1
terms of admiration

The Parisians often diverted themselves at the ex-
pense of the Count von Cobenzl,} the second Am-
bassador of that name who came to France His
reputation for avaiice was so great that Josephine,
then Madame Bonaparte, resolved to play a trick
upon him

On a Court day she chose him for her partner at
whist He was unfortunate, and lost several rubbers
i succession On every occasion of 1l luck his
partner said to hm «I am really vexed, Count, to
see you losing 1n this way, but you will be more for-
tunate next time,”” and addressed a thousand other
phrases to him which cut him to the heart, as he was
fully persuaded that the wife of the First Consul

* A dark - complexioned, masculine, German lady, who, thanks to
her title, her fortune, and certain petty airs which sometimes prove
attractive, acquired the reputation of being handsome

t+ He must not be confounded with his relation, Count Louis von
Cobenzl, who was no less amiable as a man than skilful as a politician
(the Duc de Rovigo says they were brothers, but that, I believe, is a mis-
take), he left at Paris friends whose very names are sufficient to honour
his character MM Marat and Segur The iatter has mentioned him
‘with just praise in his interesting ¢ Memoirs *
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must be playing for very high stakes His vexation
increased, and, notwithstanding his Court habits, he
could not conceal 1t Madame Bonaparte committed
fault on fault, which tripled the torment of her un-
fortunate partner, whose distress augmented to such
a degree that large drops of perspiration appeared on
s forehead At last cards were given up, and the
trembling Ambassador asked, in a querulous voice,
how much he had to pay

« Nothing, Count,” said Josephine, « and that will
explain to you the philosophy with which I supported
our run of bad luck ”

On hearing these words the whole expression of the
Count’s countenance was instantly changed He was
overjoyed at the thought of escaping with nothing
worse than a fright. This man had an annual income
of 200,000 livres

He was very much scandalized at the extravagant
expenditure of the Mimster for Foreign Affairs, and
on seemng enormous fires lhighted 1n all his apart-
ments, he peevishly observed that he would allow no
such domngs mn his house, for 1t must cost a great
deal

“ Not quite so much as the mines of Peru, Count,”
rephed M de Talleyrand, with that satirical air which
was peculiar to him

This reply, which was so much at vamance with
M. de Talleyrand’s accustomed politeness, ehicited a
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loud burst of laughter; and the poor Ambassador
must have been convinced that his mggardly
disposition was fully understood

As Madame de Stael was one day playmng with a
party of friends at a game called the doat, she asked
M de Talleyrand whether he would save her or
Madame de Grandt. This was an embarrassing ques-
tion, for 1t happened to be put at the very time when
Talleyrand’s attachment for the former lady was on
the decline, and he was beginning to conceive a
passion for the latter, who was a very different
person

“You, madame, possess so much talent,” he re-
plicd, «that you can extricate yourself from any
danger, therefore, I would save Madame de Grandt”

Certainly 1t would have been difficult to say an
ungracious thing more gracefully

Talleyrand used to say that the Bailli de F
was the bravest man 1n all France, for he ventures to
swallow what his teeth masticate, and to walk upon
spindle shanks which every moment seem ready to
snap under him

I never was personally acquamnted with M de
Talleyrand, but I have heard, through the medium of
his friends, traits that reflect honour on his heart,
and which prove that his caustic turn of wit 1s not
mcompatible with amiable feeling,




CHAPTER VIL

The Empress Josephine’s Household — Madame de Montmo-
rency — Impertinence of Madame de Chevreuse — The
Emperor Exiles Her to Lyons — MM de Maillé and de
Fitz-James —M de Comminges, Napoleon’s College Com-
panion — MM de C—— — The Emperor’s Reply — The
Duc de Luynes — Singular Will

MapaME DE CHEVREUSE, who was appointed Dame
du Palais to the Empress, fell into the error of behav-
g with a certain degree of unbecoming impertinence,
at the suggestion, probably, of some silly advisers, who
persuaded her that 1t was a fine thing to shew herself
mdependent of Madame Bonaparte, as the Empress
was still called in several of the salons of the Faubourg
Saint-Germain

A young and pretty woman may, perhaps, be par-
doned for supposing that she can lead a fashion or
set an example, but Madame de Chevreuse, with her
excellent understanding, should have felt that when
she once accepted the situation she ought to have
fulfilled 1ts duties without servility or flattery, but
with becoming digmty  Such was the line of conduct
adopted by Madame de Montmorency, who was ap-
pointed at the same time with Madame de Chevreuse,
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and who was, no more than the latter lady, an
admirer of the new order of things Her behaviour
was always correct, without anything approaching to
adulation, and I have frequently heaird the Empress
say that she preferied this honest reserve to the eager
attention of the other ladies, who, as soon as they left
the Tuileries, used to complain that their situation
had been forced upon them

The Emperor justly appreciated the manner in which
Madame de Montmorency behaved at Court He had
received from the Grand Sultan a present of a mag-
nificent diamond aigrette, this he dinided, and gave
one-half to Madame de Montmorency as a pledge of
esteem , 1t was deserved This was no mean comph-
ment, at a time when servility and selfishness seemed
to have absorbed every generous feeling

The Emperor was struck with the contrast between
the conduct of Madame de Montmorency and that of
Madame de Chevreuse, to the latter lady he shewed
his displeasure very unequivocally, and bamshed her
a hundred leagues from Paris She went to Lyons,
where her mother-in-law followed her, and treated her
with the most affectionate attention It would have
been better, perhaps, to have overlooked this sort of
misconduct, to notice 1t, was to make 1t of too much
1mportance

The Empress, whose heart was a stranger to
revenge, with her usual good-nature repeatedly solic-
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ited the recall of Madame de Chevreuse, but with-
out success The Emperor, to all her applications,
repled

«I will have no impertinence here /” *

To ths he ought to have hmted his displeasure.
Such an observation, 1n the palace of the Kings of
France, was sufficient to make every one feel the ele-
vation to which he had raised himself, since almost
all the old Dukes and peers were his servants }

He loved to have the old nobility about him, and
made strict inquiries after the members of illustrious
fammlies who did not offer their services In this
spirit he summoned to his presence MM de C ,
and asked them various questions, to which they
rephed very awkwardly He offered them commis-
sions 1n the army, supposing, for the name they inher-
ited, that military service would be the mode by which
they would prefer to attach themselves to his person
They refused, and accepted the office of chamberlains'
The Emperor then turned from them, and said, with
evident displeasure

t+ Madame de Chevreuse one day went to the Tuileries splendidly
dressed, and 1n a blaze of diamonds The Emperor, struck with her
dazzling appearance, said “ What a splendid display of jewels! are they
all real?” ¢ Mon Dweu'’ Sire,” replied the lady, “I really don’t know,
but, at any rate, they are good enough to wear here

* We must except MM de Maillé, de Fitz-James, and de Crussol, who
would never accept any office under the Imperial Government, but lived
in retirement on their half-ruined estates In vain they were threatened
with Vincennes, they felt that the respectability of their conduct would
secure them against imprisonment They accordingly remained at home,
and judged rightly, they always supported their character
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« How I have been deceived, 1t 18 1mpossible that
these gentlemen can be the descendants of the gallant
0___ 19

He also sent for M de Comminges, who had been
his fellow pupil in the military school

% What have you been about during the Revolution ?
have you been 1n the army ?”

“No, Sire ”

“Then you followed the Bourbons 1n their exile ?”

¢« Oh, no, Sire, I stayed at home and cultivated my
hittle estate >

« That was very silly ; 1n times of trouble every one
owes a debt, which he 1s bound to pay personally, one
way or the other But what do you mean to do now ?”

“Sue, a small place in the Exchequer of our little
town will satisfy all my desires ”

“Very well, sir, you shall have 1t, and there you
will remamn Is 1t possible that I can have been the
companion of such a man'” said the Emperor, on
dismissing him

In fact, such conduct could not be comprehended
by the Emperor, who, when at the military school, was
an object of jealousy with the other pupils, because
he was always held up to them as an example of
perseverance

“You Corsican dog,” they would say to him, ¢« you
are nothing but a sulker, you only want to gain the
favour of the masters ”
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«You will see what a Corsican can do,” was his
reply.

These youths, however, rendered justice to his
rising gemus, for mn their warlike sports he was
their leader, and commanded his juvenile playfellows
with as much authority and decision as he afterwards
did men, when he controlled the destiny of empires
His plastic instruments murmured then, as they have
done since, when he was out of sight, but when he
reappeared, all was submission His uncommon
genwus, and that air of superiority which distin-
guished him, even 1n the presence of the Sovereigns,
his allies, 1imposed obedience on all around him.



CHAPTER VIIL

Conspiracy of Georges Cadoudal —MM de Polignac and Ther
Aunt —M de Riviere and Madame de la Force —Verses
Addressed to that Lady — Charles d’Ozier —M de St.
Victor — Maréchal de Perignon

MaDpAME DE MONTESSON purchased a small house at
Romainville, whither she retired to avoid the daily
fatigue of Paris society, and to cultivate flowers, of
which she was passionately fond, and which served
her as models for her charming pictures She was
one of the cleverest pupils of Vanspandoenk Being,
however, desirous, of gradually drawing around her
some unfortunate friends, she was, for their accommo-
dation, obhiged to build

Her intimate friend, M Brongmart, the celebrated
architect,* was employed to make the necessary
additions, and the rural habitation was speedily con-

*We are indebted to him for the plan of the Exchange That superb
edifice was begun under his superintendence, but death prevented him
from seeing 1t finlshed M Brongmiart was a clever, lively man, and he
possessed the art of mimicking the voices of different individuals When
the titles of archi-chancelier and archu-trésorier were created, he
humorously observed that he would rather be an architect, for that was
a thing not so easily made M Brongniart, the director of the royal
Sévres manufactory, 18 his son
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verted into one of the most charming residences in
the neighbourhood of Paris *

The house was furmshed throughout in the most
elegant style, especially the bedchamber of Madame
de Montesson At the side of her bed was a large
panel of plate glass, through which was seen a spa-
clous greenhouse, filled with the choicest flowers In
the middle was the winter room, which was commonly
used as a breakfast- parlour, and the delicious fra-
grance of the plants and the warbling of a multitude
of birds rendered the place truly enchanting.

In this delicious retreat, Madame de Montesson
passed the last years of her Ihfe, her only Paris resi-
dence being some apartments in a hired hotel The
circle which she assembled round her was composed
of the most select society of Paris, and Romainville
was a fashionable place of resort. The ntelligent
and kind-hearted hostess was always happy when she
saw others equally so around her Her constant
companions were her beautiful and accomplished
nicces, Madame de Valence and Madame Ducrest, the
latter a charming singer; Madame Robaday, a pupil
of Steibelt, and celebrated for her proficiency on the
pranoforte, Mdlles de Valence and Ducrest, Mes-

*It 18 now 1n the possession of the Marquis de Livry, who 18 said to
have won 1t from the Count de Valence, to whom 1t devolved by inheri-
tance I cannot pretend to say whether or not 1t was really lost at the
gaming -table, but 1t 18 strange that the grandnephew of Madame de
Montesson, who was loaded with her bounties, should have parted with
a residence which she created.



86 SECRET COURT MEMOIRS

dames de Rigault and Delatour. Her dinner-parties
were always attended by men distinguished for talent
and mformation. The charming Madame Récamuer,
who, though in the zemith of her beauty, seemed
anxious to conceal her own attractions, to enhance
those of others, Madame Regnault Saint-Jean-
d’Angely, whose beautiful countenance presented a
perfect resemblance to that of Niobe, Madame de
Talleyrand, with her noble figure and brilhant com-
plexion, the graceful Madame de Barral, the lovely
Madame de Bassano, the majestic Visconti,* and
finally, the incomparable Princesse Pauline Borghése,
invanably graced Madame de Montesson’s fétes.

* Though turned fifty years of age, she st1ll retained traces of exquis-
ite beauty, and inspired the Prince de Wagram with so violent a passion
tuat he wanted to divorce her from her husband and marry her The
Emperor opposed this, and to deprive him of all hope of ever accomplish-
ing his wishes, he brought about a marriage between him and the
Princess of Bavaria Shortly after the celebration of this union, M
Viscont: died ¢ How vexatious that this did not happen a little sooner!”*
exclaimed the disconsolate widow Madame Viscont: possessed a con-
siderable share of natural talent, with but lttle information Her
Itahan accent, and her frequent smart sallies, rendered her conversation
exceedingly agreeable A young lady of my acquaintance, who formed a
love match which turned out very unhappily, being on a visit to Madame
Visconti, the latter saxd to her ¢ I know what love 18, 1t has made me
act foolishly and imprudently, but it never betrayed me into anything so
foolish as this ** The influence she exercised over the Prince de Wa-
gram was inferior only to that of the Emperor He loaded her with
valuable presents, by which means she became possessed of an 1mmense
stock of jewels By her will she has bequeathed the whole of her prop-
erty to the young Prince de Wagram * Lightly come, lightly go,” as she
herself observed Madame Visconti 18 generally beloved for her kind and
amiable disposition A paralytic affection has now almost entirely de-
stroyed the beauty which Time 80 long respected
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That such assembhes should prove attractive beyond
all others cannot be a matter of surprise The Em-
press and Queen Caroline frequently breakfasted and
spent a day with Madame de Montesson Those
visits were always hailed with joy by the neighbouring
poor, among whom Josephine’s presence never failed
to diffuse happiness

The pleasures of Romainville were interrupted n
a tragical way The conspiracy of Georges was dis-
covered, and the newspapers mentioned the arrest of
the accused parties, among whom were MM de Polig-
nac Their aunt, Madame de la Tour, entreated
Madame de Montesson to intercede in their bchalf
with her who was ever ready to aid the distressed
Regardless of the orders of her physician, who
strictly enjomed repose, Madame de Montesson
ordered her carriage, and drove to St Cloud, where
she obtained Josephine’s promise to employ her in-
terest in favour of MM de Polignac and de Riviére *
When the fatal sentence was pronounced, Madame
de Montesson again repaired to Madame Bonaparte,

*1t has been said that their pardon was granted at the solicitation of
Murat Having been intimately acquainted with the individuals to
whom I now allude, I can vouch for the correctness of the following
statement Murat certainly conjured his brother-in-law to observe clem-
ency to all the accused, which he said would gain him popularity, but he
gpecified no prisoner 1n particular Madame de Montesson obtained the
pardon, which she solicited with all the ardour of friendship Madame
Bonaparte found the Consul inclined to grant the pardon of MM de
Polignac, which had also been solicited by Général Savary, Duc de
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