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SECRET COURT MEMOIRS.
COURT OF THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE.

INTRODUCTION.

Correction of Some Errors mn the Details Previously Given
Concerming the Empress Josephine’s Death.— Purport of
a Note Communicated to Me — MM. Horeau, Bourdos,
Laserre and Béclard. — Unbecomning Conduct of M. de
M.— at Malmaison.

ANxI0US to redeem the engagement I have entered
into towards the public of recording with scrupulous
accuracy whatever relates to the Empress Josephine,
I feel the utmost readiness to transcribe a note which
has just been directed to me by a person of Her Maj-
esty’s household, who was not a single moment absent
from her during the closing scene of her existence.
Many of the details now furnished to me are at vari-
ance with those I had previously collected, but my
present source of information is 8o unquestionable
as to leave no room for doubting the truth of certain



14 SECRET COURT MEMOIRS.

facts which I am about to place in their proper light,
availing myself of the precise terms in which they
are communicated to me:

« Her Majesty’s health had been for a long time
past on the decline, a circumstance evidently owing
to an anxiety of mind engendered by the rapid suc-
cession of passing eventas.

¢On her return from Saint Leu, she was recom-
mended a slight dose of ipecacuanha as a corrective to
her disorder, but no purgative was deemed necessary.

“QOn the 25th of June, M. Horeau, who had at all
times an apartment at Malmaison, was only absent
for a couple of hours during the dinrner given by Her
Majesty to the Princess Royal of Prussia, and the
object of his absence was to come to an understand-
ing with MM. Bourdois and Laserre, the physicians
of Queen Hortense, respecting a consultation to which
the Viceroy had given his sanction for the following
day. M. Horeau having returned to Malmaison pre-
vious to the time when the increase of Her Majesty’s
complaint placed her under the necessity of quitting
the salon, the services of the physician of Rueil were
of course dispensed with, and M. Horeau had no
occasion, therefore, to reproach him with any hesi-
tation in prescribing for the patient.

“The appointed consultation took place on the
26th between MM. Horeau, Bourdois, and Laserre;
they determined the mode of treatment to be adopted,
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and agreed to meet at ten o’clock in the morning on
each succeeding day. M. Laserre even shared with
M. Horeau, during the last forty-eight hours, the
watchful attentions which the state of the patient
rendered necessary.

“The Empress was not exposed to public view on
a bed of parade in the apartment leading to the bed-
chamber; and it is impossible that any one could
have seen her veiled. This circumstance was no
doubt invented with a view to give a degree of
plausibility to certain absurd reports which were cir-
culated at that period. Her Majesty was embalmed
by M. Bécluad two days after her demise, and in M.
Horeau’s presence. The corpse was then laid in a
leaden coffin enclosed in a mahogany case, on the
hd of which was a silver-gilt plate for the intended
inscription, the wording of which was for a long time
a matter of embarrassment to courtiers. It was not
difficult, however, to anticipate what would be the
result of their Jabours ; these gentlemen unanimously
determined that existing circumstances, considerations
of prudence, and so forth, made it imperative to ab-
stain from placing any inscription ; not the slightest
record was engraved upon the plate !

“The cenotaph under which the body was exposed
to view until the hour of interment was placed in the
great hall of the palace.

«The Empress was not interred in the burial-
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ground of Rueil, but within the church of that vil-
lage, and in the very spot over which the monument
has recently been erected. The greatest difficulty
was experienced in obtaining permission from the
public authorities for the interment to take place
within the church; leave was at last granted after
considerable discussion on the subject.”

After such positive information, for the accuracy
of which I can now vouch with as much confidence
ag if I had been an eye-witness of the facts, I have
deemed it my duty to correct, as I now do, the state-
ment of the events which occurred on the 25th and
26th. Aware of M. Horeau’s deep and unbounded
attachment to the Empress, who had for the pre-
ceding ten years honoured him with her unlimited
confidence, I never could suspect him guilty of the
slightest neglect, than which nothing could be more
foreign to his cxalted character and generous heart.
I have to regret my not being made sooner acquainted
with the exact truth.

Being at a distance from Malmaison at the fatal
period of Her Majesty’s death, I trusted to the report
made to me by a friend, who, giving way to the
poignancy of grief, was thereby prevented from caln 'y
beholding what passed before her, and readily believed
every circumstance calculated to heighten her regret.
My friend will not have been sufficiently on her guard
against the no less atrocious than absurd reports cir-
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culated at the time ; and she accordingly related what
she supposed to be true rather than what had come
under her personal observation. Be this as it may,
it is never too late to acknowledge an error ; Madame
will no doubt retract it when she peruses the
above statement.

Shortly before the Empress fell ill she expressed
her intention of retiring to an estate which she had
purchased in Switzerland. She asked M. Horeau if
he were disposed to accompany her there; and the
latter unhesitatingly consented to quit his native coun-
try rather than abandon a sovereign already deserted
by many of her most fasthful attendants, who hur-
ried away to the Tuileries in order to pay their court
to His Majesty, Louis XVIIL, whose well-known
benevolence and sound judgment had prompted him
to forget all the past. At a later period he had to
Jorgive everything, and he did so with a sincerity
which the annals of future ages cannot fail to record
to his praise.

M. de M arrived at Malmaison on the very
day of the King’s entrance into Paris. Holding as
he did an important station in Her Majesty’s house-
hold, he very properly wore the dress appropriate to
that station. The Empress no sooner saw him than
ghe came up to ask what was going forward. On
beholding a broad white ribbon suspended to his but-
tonhole, near the cross of the Legion of Honour,—
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“ What new order are you wearing, monsieur ?”
she inquired, fixing her eyes upon him.

«It is not an order, madame,” he replied; «it is a
rallying sign, which is worn by many people in Paris;
I deemed it prudent to assume it as others have
done.”

“You must admit, monsieur,” rejoined Her Maj-
esty, “that it does not become your present uniform.”

So saying, she abruptly walked away, and avoided
speaking to him the whole day.

The truth of this anecdote may be fully relied on,
and can be vouched by all those who were at the
Palace of Malmaison on the occasion.

This bold display in Her Majesty’s presence of sen-
timents so recently adopted evinced a wanton reliance
upon her good nature. Men who can thus, chameleon
like, change their colours at will, excite no other
feeling than that of contempt; but, out of considera-
tion for their families, we are bound to suppress the
names of those who so disgraced themselves! A
respect for misfortune must ever rank foremost
amongst the duties of a generous heart; and the
brand of shame must ever be affixed to those who
presume to insult fallen greatness. We may abstain
from serving those for whom we feel no affection;
but it behooves us, likewise, not to desert an honour-
able and exalted station at the very moment when
the exercise of it may be attended with danger.
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The Bourbons have surrounded themselves with
men who had been in the service of Napoleon; our
truly excellent Princes have applauded those feelings
which drew tears of regret at the period of the
demise of a former benefactor; they would as un-
equivocally have censured such an act as I have just
related. A short time afterwards, M. de M , Who
wag guilty of it, was put in possession of a prefec-
ture! . . . Happily for hum, the ingratitude with
which he repaid the generosity of a woman who had
won the affection of the very detractors of her hus-
band had probably not been made public.

The letters we are about to lay before our readers
will, no doubt, excite much interest, by the novel
details given by Josephine with respect to certain
facts relating to her first husband, Vicomte Alexan-
dre de Beauharnais, whose elevated character com-
manded the respect of his enemies 1n as great a
dogrec as his gentle qualitics won hin the affection
of his numerous friends. As this correspondence,
which was anterior to the period when I became
acquainted with the Empress, formed no part of the
plan of the work I had undertaken to write, I deemed
it proper that they should be kept wholly distinct
from each other. It has occurred to me at the same
time that it would not be irrelevant to my purpose
were 1 to add to the letters any hitherto unknown
facts which I might be possessed of respecting the
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personages therein adverted to, as well as occasional
reflections suggested by the events which the Empress
has recorded in such attractive language, and with
80 much warmth and tenderness of feeling. I have
dipped at every source of information which was cal-
culated to give the stamp of authenticity to what I
should lay before the public; and I have suppressed
those passages in the correspondence which might
possibly affect the character of several actors in that
frightful drama who have not yet paid the debt of
nature.

If a joke should occasionally escape me, I may at
least claim the merit of having neither calumniated
virtuous men nor added to the remorse of the guilty
by removing the veil which concealed any crimes still
hid from public view; the chidings of an uneasy con-
science is an incessant punishment to them. Con-
gigning them, therefore, to the torments of perpetual
self-reproach, I abstain from aggravating those tor-
ments. Upon many persons who have injured me I
have bestowed praises because they were really en-
titled to them. A wrong which was personal fo myself
could not in other respects detract from their good
qualities ; to these I was accordingly bound to give
every publicity. No other revenge have I resorted
to beyond that of bestowing praises upon individuals
who had given me personal grounds of complaint.
Very seldom have I requited the most unmerited ill
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usage by exposing to public view an acknowledged
failing. This is, no doubt, carrying the principle of
moderation to an extreme at a time when publica-
tions are daily springing up which are found to teem
with calumnious assertions wholly destitute of truth,
though brought forward with unblushing assurance.
They meet with ready contradiction, it is true, but the
first impression remains; and when their refutation
makes its appearance the blow is already struck and
is past all remedy. Nothing is more dangerous than
8 hasty accusation bearing upon matters of serious
importance, since an unguarded expression may dis-
turb the repose of the most lengthened existence. I
feel happy in the consciousness that I am free from
such a reproach. The ¢« Mecmoirs” which emanate
from a female pen are, moreover, 8o unimportant that
they are read as likely to afford, not any historical
documents, but enlivemng anecdotes, some character-
istic portraits, many real names, and a faithful picture
of society. If we have the good fortune to succeed,
to a certain extent, in the narrow sphere of action in
which our pen is allowed to range, we may rest satis-
fied, and checrfully resign to men the more lasting
and more elevated glory which is thrown open for
their ambition. Who shall contest that they already
pay too high a price for the acquisition of that glory
by the necessity which it imposes upon them of
describing sanguinary events, of revealing crimes
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of the most atrocious character, and frequently of
rending the veil which shelters from public view the
horrid picture of accumulated vices ?

Women, destined by nature to administer consola-
tion and assuage misfortunes, should wield the pen
for no other purpose than to portray the softer feel-
ings, to hold up modest virtues to admiration, to raise
noble deeds out of unmerited obscurity ; such is their
gentle mission, when they appear in the character of
authors ; if they aim at more comprehensive objects
they outstep the limits which Nature has assigned to
them.

There existed in the public mind an eager curiosity
to become better acquainted with the Empress Jose-
phine, to be introduced into the domesticity of her
private life, and to be afforded the means of deter-
mining whether she was entitled to the admiration
which has survived her; fecling satisfied that I could
not fail to enhance that admiration by relating every
circumstance to which I could bear the authenticity
of an eye-witness, I have accomplished the task with
uncompromising frankness and truth; happy shall I
be if success has crowned my efforts !

The following letters, for which I am indebted to
& most signal act of kindness, will exhibit in a still
more conspicuous light Josephine’s elevation of soul
and her excellent qualities; I cannot sufficiently
express how highly I prize those letters; the praises
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I have lavished will be fully borne out by their peru-
sal. The originals have never been in my possession,
but the copies are too creditable to the heart and
mind of the Empress to allow of my doubting for a
moment their authenticity. This preliminary expla-
nation appears not wholly uncalled for, as it will
screen me from the weight of a responsibility from
which I deemed myself exonerated, having especially
at heart never to be branded with the charge of
insincerity.



LETTER L

TO HER AUNT, MADAME FANNY DE
BEAUHARNAIS.

She Relates the Arrestation of M. de Beauharnais. — Fanati-
cism of a Young Shoemaker.— M. de Beauharnais’s Refleo-
tions on the Subject of the Revolution,

% Avras, my dearest aunt, I claim your pity, your
consolation, your advice! Alexandre has been ar-
rested; at the very moment I am writing to you
they are leading him to the Luxembourg!

“As early as the day before yesterday an ill-look-
ing man was seen lurking about the house. Yester-
day, about three o’clock in the afternoon, a person
came to inquire of the porter whether citizen Beau-
harnais had returned from Saint-Germain. Now, my
husband has not resided at Saint-Germain since the
month of May. You were with us, aunt, and you
will probably recollect that Cubiéres rcad us some
verses concerning the Pavillon de Luciennes. The
same person again made hie appearance in the even-
ing, accompanied by a tall old man, who put a few
questions in a dry and harsh tone of voice.

¢¢]s this the house of Beauharnais, the Visconnt ?*



COURT OF THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE. 25

« ¢ Viscount formerly,’ replied the porter.

«¢Who was once President of the Assembly?’

«<T believe so.’

¢«<And is a general officer ?’

¢« ¢ Yes, monsieur.’

«¢ Monsieur !’ harshly retorted the querist; ¢the
old adage is true, said he, turning towards his silent
companion, ¢ what is bred in the bone will never come
out of the flesh.’

“He no sooner spoke these words than they with-
drew, and in a moment were out of sight.

« At eight o’clock this morning a person called and
expressed a wish to speak with me; he was a young
man of a mild and honest countenance, and wore a
leathern apron containing a few pairs of shoes.

“¢The citizen has ordered a pair of grey prunella
shoes ?’ said the man.

“ Victorine was present when he put this question,
which was quite inexplicable to me. I looked at my
Jemme de chambre, who was as ignorant as myself of
the matter. The young man’s countenance indicated
his uneasiness; he kept twisting a shoe with his
fingers, and fixing a mournful look at me. Coming
up to me at last, he said in an undertone:

«¢Madame, I have something to communicate for
your private hearing.’

“The sound of his voice, his looks, a suppressed
sigh, caused me some emotion.
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«¢Speak out, I quickly replied; ¢ Victorine may
pafely remain.

«¢Alas, he exclaimed, with apparent reluctance,
¢my life is at stake!’

“I instantly rose, and dismissed Victorine, after
desiring her to tell my husband what was going
forward.

% ¢ Madame,’ said the young journeyman, when we
were left alone, ¢you have not a moment to lose in
procuring the escape of M. de Beauharnais. The
Revolutionary Committee came last night to the de-
termination of arresting him, and an order to that
effect is being drawn up this very moment.’

“I turned pale, and was on the point of fainting
when I heard this intelligence.

“<How do you know this ?’ I asked, in trembling
accents.

“¢I belong to the Committee, he replied, with
downcast eyes; ¢ and, as I am by trade a shoemaker,
it occurred to me that these shoes would afford me a
favourable pretence for coming to apprise madame of
the news.’

“1 could have embraced this honest young man out
of pure gratitude. He perceived I was crying and I
think I saw tears in his eyes. Alexandre came in at
this moment, and I rushed into his arms.

“<You see this is my husband,’ said I to the shoe-
maker.
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«<] have the honour of knowing him, was his
reply.

« Your nephew, on hearing the service intended to
be rendered to him, was desirous of repaying it by an
immediate reward ; but the shoemaker resisted with a
firmness which greatly enhanced our esteem for him.
Alexandre held out his hand, which the young man
took in a respectful manner, but without the slightest
embarrassment. Pray, dear aunt, never employ any
one else to make your shoes.

“In spite of our entreaties, Alexandre refused to
seek his safety in flight.

«¢What have they to reproach me with ?” he ex-
claimed. ¢I am a friend to liberty, have promoted the
success of the Revolution, and if it had depended
upon me it would before this have terminated in a
manner that would have ended to the advantage of
the people.’

“¢<But you are a man of title, replied the shoe-
maker. ¢This, in the eyes of the Revolutionists, is a
grievous fault.

«<It is a misfortune beyond the power of remedy.’

¢«¢They may convert it into a crime,’ I added, ¢ and
will then reproach you for having belonged to the
Constituent Assembly.’

“¢My worthy friend, resumed Alexandre, with a
dignified manner and in a firm tone of voice, ¢ the
latter circumstance is my proudest claim to glory; it
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is even the only one I have any pretension to assert.
Who would not be proud of having proclaimed the
nation’s rights, the downfall of despotism, and the
empire of the laws ?’

“¢What laws ?’ I exclaimed. ¢They are written
in characters of blood.’

«¢Madame,” said the young man, laying an em-
phasis upon his words which he had not hithero
done, ¢ when the Tree of Liberty is planted in a bad
soil, it must be watered with the blood of its enemies.’

« M. de Beauharnais and I looked at each other,
nor could we fail to discover in this young man,
whom nature had gifted with tender feelings, the
BRevolutionist who might be converted into a mon-
ster by the growth of rising prejudices and popular
opinions.

« Meanwhile the time was fast flying; he took
leave of us, renewing to my husband the assurance
that after the lapse of another hour it would be too
late to evade the search that would be made after him.

«¢] have used my endeavours to save you, said
the shoemaker, ¢ because 1 believe you to be an inno-
cent man ; humanity claimed this duty at my hands;
but if I were ordered to arrest you . . . pardon me
when I tell you that I shauld obey; and that you
would find in me a true patriot. I shall always con-
gider you in the light of an upright man, possessed of
8 kind and generous heart; I am quite confident you
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will never appear to me in any other character than
that of a true citizen.’

«¢This,’ said Alexandre to me when the shoemaker
had retired, ¢ this is a specimen of the new-fangled
ideas which are instilled in the minds of our youths.
Liberty is only to be upheld by shedding the blood of
men of title, even of those who are most devoted to
the rising opinions. If they were merely turbulent and
cruel in their proceedings, this thirst after blood, this
despotic fanaticism, would die away; but they act
upon a regular system, and Robespierre has imparted
a doctrinal principle to the Revolutionary agitation,
the progress of which will only be checked by the
total extirpation of its rcal or fancied encmies, or
when its author shall have been swept from the stage
of life. Obstinate, however, in his pursuit, he imag-
ines that liberty can only acquire strength when its
votarics shall have been satiated with blood.’

“¢] tremble at such language, said I to Alexan-
dre; ‘how can you speak in this manner, and yet
hesitate to fly ?’

«¢ Whither am I to fly?” he replied. ¢Is there a
cellar, a garret, a single spot that can escape the ty-
rant’s search? Do you forget that he sees through
the eyes of forty thousand committees animated with
bis spirit and strong in the consciousness of his
power? The torrent has overflown its banks; the
people by rushing in contribute to swell its waters.
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‘We must yield to the force of circumstances ; if con-
demned, I have no means of escaping my doom; if
acquitted, whether I be free or kept in confinement, I
have nothing to apprehend.’

« Fruitless were my tears and entreaties; within a
quarter of an hour of mid-day three members of the
Revolutionary Committee made their appearance, and
an armed force took possession of our hdtel.

“You will no doubt suppose that my young shoe-
maker was in the midst of them; such was actually
the case ; and although I could not but lament to see
him in the exercise of such functions, nevertheless I
must acknowledge that I felt some degree of satisfac-
tion at finding that on this occasion they had de-
volved to his lot. He took upon himself the task of
signifying to Alexandre the order which directed his
arrest and performed it with no less consideration
than firmness. In the nudst of a crisis so painful to
my feelings, I could not help noticing the air of au-
thority, and at the same time the becoming tone,
assumed by this young man whose condition in life
appears to have estranged him from every public
employment, but who levels the distinction by great
elovation of soul combined with a strict attention to
the rules of propriety. The deportment of his two
comrades, who were absolute strangers to its most
ordinary notions, exhibited a most revolting contrast
to his own conduct. One of them turns out to be
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that superannuated inquisitor who made yesterday
such particular inquiries respecting the person and
avocations of my husband ; he is an old Martinico
planter who, in spite of the rules of equality, has
distinguished the human species into two classes:
into masters and slaves. He is of opinion that the
Revolution will never be completed until its enemics
shall have been reduced to the condition of the
negroes who are exported from Senegal to America;
and in furthcrance of this object he requires that the
drade n priests, nobles, wealthy and learned men, all
aristocratic people, in short, should fill up the void
occasioned 1 St. Domingo by the extinction of the
slave trade which the Revolution has suppressed.
¢Two important results, he added, ¢ will be effected
by this measure: the rcpose of the mother-country,
and the attainment of the object contemplated by the
Revolution; in other words, the spread of equality
will be the first result; the second 1s secured by
the rencwal of the population of the colonies and the
restoration of commerce. You are, morcover, paying
a signal homage to unoffending nature by maintain-
ing the abolition of the slave trade on the coasts of
Africa, and inflicting a just punishment upon proud
and corrupted nature by transferring that trade to
the coasts of France. Thus it 1s that genuine Repub-
licans secure the triumph of morality by measures of
an exalted and comprehensive policy.’
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“«The ginister glance of the ferocious old man,
whose sunken eyes were directed towards me when
he uttered this expression, evidently shewed that he
intended to impress them on my mind. His third
colleague, a man of brutal and coarse deportment,
was boisterously making an inventory of the principal
articles of furniture and of thc papers. He selected
from the latter whatever documents he thought
proper, and sealed them up in a pasteboard case,
which he sent to the Committee. They consisted for
the most part of reports and speeches made by Alex-
andre in the Constituent Assembly. This assembly
is held by the Revolutionists in utter abhorrence, and
is equally detested by aristocrats of every rank and
shade. May not this be a proof that it had solved
every problem of the Revolution, and that in matters
connected with liberty it had formed every establish-
ment requisite to promote its growth? It had
deprived the administration of 1789 of all its
means of action, and that of 1793 of all its hopes.
Alexandre has frequently repeated to me that the
creation of the one and the revival of the other could
only be effected by violence and by deeds of atrocity.
Why are his predictions to be so correctly verified ?
Why should he wish to add «to the gift of prophecy

the merit of dying a martyr ?”



LETTER IL
TO VICTORINE, HER FEMME DE CHAMBRE.

Desk with Secret Drawers.— Dame Margaret.— Benevolent
Disposition of Madame de Beauharnais.

«] spouLd be wanting in kindness to my worthy
Victorine were I to recommend zeal, activity, and
secrecy in her proceedings. When the scals were
affixed to the furniture in my husband’s apartment,
this precaution could not be extended to one of the
sides of his large desk hccause the opening of the
drawer on that side went into the grain of the ma-
hogany ; in a line perpendicular to one of the veins
which assumes the form of a lozenge, of a brown and
unpolished gold colour, at the distance of half an inch
from the lower projection, is an opening lined with a
square flat plate of iron, nearly resembling the leg of
a piano. There is, in fact, n the centre of that open-
ing, a small iron rod which is moved and made to
turn by means of the keys appertaining to that piece
of furniture. Victorine will take the key of my own
desk, open the secret drawer, and deposit in a secure
and concealed spot a bundle of papers which is tied
with a piece of blue ribbon. She will also find in the
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drawer a snuff-box with my portrait on the lid, which
she may forward in the next parcel she sends to the
Luxembourg. My worthy Victorine will not forget
to send also in the parcel the new works which
Desenne has left at my hdtel; 1 particularly wish
her not to forget a work entitled ¢ Le Vieux Cordelier.’

«1 take it for granted that my absence has in no
manner interfered with the regularity of my distri-
butions. I wish them to be continued as usual.
Victorine will give two portions to Dame Margaret,
a8 I am informed that she has lately had an accession
of family in a grandson, a circumstance which her
delicacy would not allow her to tell me.”

This letter proves how much Josephine’s mind was
bent upon relieving the distressed at the very moment
when she was most harassed by the apprehension of
the dangers which threatened her. Dame Margaret,
whom I have just mentioned, was one of the poor
people who were relieved at their own houses through
Madame de Beauharnais’s bounty.

Persuaded as she was that the most effectual way
of bestowing alms was to give them in kind, she
economiged on her scanty income so as to have it in
her power to dispose of ‘a certain fund towards re-
lieving the wants of those distressed individuals who,
being too proud to acknowledge their unmerited mis-
fortunes, would have perished in a garret from abso-
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lute want had not charity sought out their abode and
extended a protecting hand to them. By a season-
able distribution of bread, broth, and wine, they re-
covered their strength, which had become exhausted
from sheer want; and Madame de Beauharnais after-
wards exerted herself to procure them occupations by
which they might be relieved from the pain of being
a burden to her. Her friends anxiously sought to
second her views, satisfied that they could not prove
their attachment in a more effectual manner, and
whole families were accordingly indebted to her for
their enjoyment of a peaceful existence.

A few ycars afterwards she herself became a prey to
that distress which she had ever made it her study
to relieve in others, and Providence threw some per-
sons in her way whose hearts proved congenial to her
own. This was the just reward of her charitable
deed.



LETTER IIL
TO MADAME FANNY DE BEAUHARNAIS.

The French Character Remains Unchanged within the Pre.
cmets of a Prison.—Madame De Montesson. — Her
Gaolers, — Mdlles. Contat, Devienne, and Raucourt.—
Mdlle. Raucourt at Navarre.,— The Empress Makes Her a
Present of a Camellia.

“My pEAREsT AUNT: Why do the kind attentions
of your friends and your impaired state of health
detain you in the country? I stand greatly in need
of you at this moment. My house is now a wilder-
ness, and I find myself more forlorn and deserted
still. For the last five days that have clapsed since
he * was removed from it, his friends have all by
degrees disappeared. It is now six o’clock, and no
one has yet called. I am wrong when I say no one.
My excellent young man is not disheartened ; he calls
twice or three times a day with news from the Lux-
embourg; as long as hif'duty does not keep him away
he is indifferent to the danger of exposing his person;
the contagion which attends on misfortunes has no

& M. Alexandre de Beauharnais, a prisoner at the Luxembourg.
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effect upon him. He is entrusted by Alexandre with
all the letters which are destined for my secret peru-
gal; the gaolers and the Committee have the first
reading of the rest. Subjoined I transmit you a copy
of one, the original of which shall lie close to my
heart during the remainder of my existence, and be
consigned with me to the tomb:

«“¢<You are unreasonable, my dearest love, and I
must nceds write to console you. I feel indeed the
less difficulty in so doing, as this is really the abode
of peace for those whose conscience is free from re-
proach ; it will then suggest to oneself and to others
every sentiment which the heart may avow, every
thought on which the mind may delight to rest, all
the gentlest affections of human nature. I should
bitterly grieve at our separation were it likely to
be prolonged ; but I was bred to a soldier’s life, and
whilst at a distance from my kind Josephine and
our dearest children, I fancy myself carrying on a
campaign ; for the occurrence of an untoward event
stecls us against misfortunes. If you knew how
successfully they may be combated in this dwelling,
you would blush at your repining. I can declare
with perfect truth that each détenu leaves his sorrow
behind him, and displays nothing but serenity and
good humour in this place. We have transferred
our social intercourse to the Luxembourg, politics
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alone excepted; you will therefore admit that we
have culled the flowers, and thrown away the thorns.
We find here women the most fascinating, and yet
free from coquettishness and prudery; old men who
neither frown at everything nor deal in precepts of
morality, but are content with gently chiding the
defects of others; young men who are little short
of rational beings; polite, well-behaved men of sci-
ence,* who are altogether free from pride, and cheer
our society by lively traits of wit and entertaining
anecdotes ; but what will more particularly surprise
you is that moneyed men should have suddenly ac-
quired the most perfect amenity of disposition, the
most refined good breeding, features so contrasting
with their usual impertinence and coarseness of man-

# Several men of science were in fact taken up, apparently to punish
their having evinced sentiments of gratitude in return for the protection
extended to them hy the higher nobility, it was at that time deemed &
paramount duty, not only to encourage the arts, but to exhibit towards
its immediate promoters the most refined politeness out of pure admira-
tion for their talents, a discrimination was no doubt exercised in the
selection of those whose manners and deportment bespoke the effects of
a refined education, such men as Gluck, Piccini, Sacchini, Dussek, Prad-
hor, Duport, Garat, Vernet, Ménageot, were treated with every mark of
kind and iderati 1f many artists of the present day have
blunted or destroyed, by frequenting coffee-houses or dangerous soci-
eties, those talents which might have handed down their fame to
posterity, the fault is perhaps to be ascribed to the indifference
shewn for them by the higher® classes of society We might men-
tion several, such as Cherubini, Auber, Fétis, Pa¥r, Boyeldieu, Baillot,
Kalkb , Zi Rhein, Gérard, Gros, Cicéri, and others
who are quite at home in genteel company, arts and sciences can only
prosper and gain proselytes when they are properly encouraged and
respected.,
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ners.* We have here, therefore, the choicest com-
pany, and nothing is wanting to it but my Josephine
and our dear children; what, indeed, could compete
with so delightful a trio! My exceptions, however,
must extend to our worthy friend Nevil; his only
fault is that he should consider himself a second
Brutus. As to his belonging to the Commuttee, this
circumstance has been too favourable to me to war-
rant my making it a matter of reproach. I confide
to him, my dearest life, the charge of handing you
this letter, which I seal with a thousand kisses until
I am at liberty to bestow them freely and without

number.’ ”

* The pride of wealth has at all times held paramount sway, and we
might quote many proofs that this assertion holds good at the present
day 1t 18 very true that we no ionger see the Mondors and Tucarets of
old, but if we may boast of many of our fellow countrymen, wealthy
bankers, who make the most splendid use of their fortune, and whose
gentleness of manners enhances the value of their meritorious acts, we
might also find specimens of that wanton pride in which those men are
found to revel who have accumulated milhons The following anecdote
will elucidate the correct of my observation It 18 confidently re-
ported that M R——, one of our richest capitalists, being in conversation,
some eight years ago, with the Prince of Denmark, expressed his surprise
at His Royal Highness having selected that moment for visiting France
¢ ¥For, monseigneur,” said he, * ¥aris is dreadfully dull, my fall out of a
tilbury, and the death of Monseigneur, the Duc de Berry, have thrown a
gloom over the mirth of society, Your Royal Highness, therefore, cannot
a8 yet form a correct opinion of it ” I can hardly credit the truth of this
anecdote, the self-sufhciency and folly of the individual 1n question must
have been carried to the highest pitch when so absurd an expression
could have been ascribed to ham No one in existence would have
d d of its emanating from such men as MM Lafitte, Perrie1, or
Lapanouze, whose conduct will at all times suggest traits highly redound-
ing to their honor.
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All those who have been confined in a prison at
that frightful period speak the same language as that
uttered by M. de Beauharnais. There can be no
doubt that their character remained unchanged not-
withstanding the confinement in which they were
held by their tyrannical rulers. Threatened at every
moment with the prospect of issuing from those
gloomy abodes to proceed to the scaffold, it seemed
a8 if each prisoner felt anxious to dissipate his grief
in the indulgence of laughter, and in the delirium
of the most absolute indifference; oftentimes, in the
midst of a well-told and cheerful narrative of a dia-
logue full of wit, the gaolers came to announce the
gentence of one of those unhappy prisoners, whose
only attachment to life appeared to consist in its
social enjoyments.

1 was at a loss to account for this Stoicism at the
disappearance of acquaintances, friends, or relatives;
on a sudden they found themselves surrounded by
strange beings coming to replace those who a few
days before had shared their captivity, and were
Kkely to precede them to the scaffold, or shortly
to tread in their footsteps. How, then, could dis-
traction find its way in the minds of men who had
either to deplore their separation from beings to
whom they were linked by the dearest ties, or for
whose fate they could not but feel the liveliest alarm!
I can more readily account for the indifference of
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men upon whom the fatal sentence of the law had
actually been pronounced, and who proceeded to the
scaffold with perfect resignation and serenity of mind,
and decked out in their gayest attire. They were
about to receive the crown of martyrdom for a cause
to which they were fondly devoted; they might in
their last hour proclaim their wishes for the pros-
perity of their King and country; they no longer
felt any apprehension for the objects of their affec-
tion, and were about to join those who had been
torn from them by an untimely death.

Madame de Montesson has often related in our
presence many occurrences of that period which
might appear exaggerated to us who were so far
removed from the atrocities of the Reign of Terror.
That lady was a perfect stranger to the spirit of
cheerfulness which pervaded the society in which
she moved; of a pious turn of mind, submissive and
resigned to the decrees of Providence, she never gave
way to discouragement, at the same time she kept
aloof from pleasures which justly appeared in her
sight as a perfect contrast with the abode of grief
in which they were exhibited.

The attendants upon the prison were in amazement
at her gentleness and patience; they often said to
her, with a look expressive of compassion :

«Pity it is thou shouldst go to figure away with
the rest; thou art a good woman, but depend upon
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it, that detestable name of thine will be thy ruin;
the title of Orléans leads straight to ——;” and
they ended with an energetic gesticulation, descrip-
tive of the close of the career they had been antici-
pating for her.

She remained eighteen months in this state of
excruciating uneasiness. From that time her health
was always on the decline, and her death at last
terminated her long protracted sufferings.

The female prisoners were not able to contribute
their share to these social enjoyments. It must be
said, however, that many had, according to M. de
Beauharnais’s expression, become sour, peevish, and
bad tempered ; others had grown impertinent on find-
ing themselves suddenly placed on a level with Court
ladies. Amongst the latter, according to general
report, was Mdlle. Contat, who assumed all the airs
of an ill-bred duchess.

Mdlle. Devienne (now Madame Gévaudan), whose
superior talent has left a void in the Théftre Fran-
¢ais which cannot be easily filled up, was, on the
contrary, a polite and agreeable companion, much
sought after by all her fellow prisoners, who remarked
in her a graceful and obliging disposition. It is
rather strange that the soubrette should have pre-
sented the best pattern of good manners. .

On being released from confinement, Mdlle. De-
vienne did not forget those who were still languishing
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in prison. She was incessant in her exertions on their
behalf, which were frequently crowned with success.

Mdlle. Raucourt, on being restored to liberty, also
rendered essential services to her fellow prisoners.
She obtained respites for them, which were the means
of saving their lives. On a particular occasion, which
I cannot at present recall to mind, she conferred an
obligation upon Madame de Beauharnais, who always
proved grateful for it.

I happened, one day, to enter the dining-room of
the Palace of Navarre, at the time of breakfast, and
saw a lady whom the Empress had placed near her
person, and to whom she was paying particular
attention. I told M. de Vieil-Castel that I observed
a striking likeness between that lady and Madlle.
Raucourt.

“T can well account for it,” he replied, ¢« for it is
herself.”

She had come from Paris for the purpose of seeing
some new plants, which were highly prized by the
Empress. They visited the greenhouse, which was
inferior to that of Malmaison. Her Majesty ex-
plained the means she employed for rearing plants,
and gave orders that many of the flowers which
excited Mdlle. Raucourt’s admiration should be
packed up in straw, and presented them to her on her
departure as tokens of her gratitude.

Mdile. Raucourt possessed a handsome estate in
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the neighbourhood of Orleans, and cultivated a great
number of very rare exotics. I saw there a camellia,
brought from Navarre and kept with the utmost care.
The naturalisation of that handsome flower among us
is entirely owing to Josephine.



LETTER IV.
TO MADAME FANNY DE BEAUHARNAIS.

¢ DEAREST AUNT: I stand in need of all my strength
of mind to impart to you the catastrophe which has
just befallen us. You must call your own strength
to your aid to enable you to bear the recital of what
follows :

“You cannot have failed to pay particular notice
to the reflections made by my husband in the pres-
ence of his children, which I transmitted to you at
the time:

«¢ It is not only right that we should offer resist-
ance to oppression, it is even our duty to do so; our
conduct must, however, be guided by the rules of
prudence, and whosoever attempts to defeat the views
of tyranny, or to crush it altogether, must beware of
awakening it from its slumbers.’

«TIt would be difficult for me to explain to you how
these expressions, which we imagined had not been
uttered within a stranger’s hearing, should have been
picked up by spies upon our actions; and I am yet
at this moment at a loss to account for the source
through which they gained their information. We at
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first suspected a shameful abuse of confidence when
we imagined that Nevil, in whose presence my hus-
band openly speaks his sentiments, was an ungrateful,
treacherous wretch, who, under the most specious and
honest appearances, concealed a heart steeped in guilt
and atrocity ; for in fact we are no longer bound to
him by the ties of mere courtesy, but by a sympa-
thetic sentiment emanating from the heart, by a
combination of kindred feelings, by that delightful
sense of gratitude, of which a favour necessarily
imposes the obligation. You will easily understand
our readiness indignantly to reject a hypothesis which
nevertheless had at first suggested itself to our dis-
turbed imagination; it is one of the most painful
consequences of misfortune that it makes us unjust,
and renders us suspicious of the sincerity of friend-
ship ; for how seldom is it continued to those who are
in sorrow! I was right in entertaining a favourable
opinion of the conduct of this excellent young man,
and in rejecting every idea that was in the least dis-
paraging to his character, since I am again indebted
to him for the details I am about to furnish. I re-
main, therefore, in utter ignorance of the means by
which we have been betrayed.

“The Revolutionary Committee was no sooner
acquainted with the language uttered by my poor
Alexandre than they interdicted all further intercourse
between him and the other détenus, and, what was
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still more distressing to our feelings, all intercourse
between him and his own family. The next day
he was kept confined to his room, which fortunately
opens on a second apartment at present untenanted,
by which means the distance which he is at liberty
to pace is increased in a threefold degree. Two days
afterwards his doors were thrown open, and he
received the very unexpected visit of a member of
the Committee of General Safety; this was Vadier,
his colleague in the Constituent Assembly, a wild,
mistrustful old man, who consults in all his actions
his habitual misanthropy, and with whom a mere sus-
picion is equivalent to positive proof. From the tone
which he assumed my husband discovered the work-
ings of his prejudices, readily penetrated the per-
sonal animosity he bore towards him, and feared
to inquire into the object of his visit. For my part,
I tremble at the very thought, and were I to dwell
on it a moment longer I should lose all power of
writing. '

« ¢TI do not ask, said Alexandre, ‘by what means
you have obtained a knowledge of my sentiments; I
am far from disowning the maxim you recall to my
mind, or the principles you suppose me to entertain.
Do not such ideas form the whole theory of the
Revolution ? Do they not recommend a practice with
which you are familiar? Are not those your own
principles ?°
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“¢All this I am ready to admit, replied Vadier;
‘but the time, the place in which they are uttered,
the individuals before whom they are avowed, con-
stitute the whole difference between us. An axiom,
however valuable in a speculative point of view, be-
comes a dangerous weapon when injudiciously spoken.
Your language is of this nature; it is a two-edged
sword which has been very properly wielded against
the enemies of liberty; but if it should happen that
the latter, though wounded in the struggle, still main-
tained their ground, and attempted to brandish their
weapon against the defenders of that liberty, if in
that retrograde and guilty manceuvre they were
guided by a man who had once opposed them, and
who now, standing by their side, should attempt to
avenge the wounds they had received in a former
conflict, I ask you, could that man be proclaimed
innocent ? Could the motives which actuated him be
considered free from blame? Would it be deemed
too great a stretch of severity to prevent his desigus
rather than to punish their consequences ?’

«¢] recognise in these dangerous and unmerited
inferences the doctrine of your ruler, rejoined M. de
Beauharnais ; ¢ you arbitrarily raise upon treacherous
hypotheses the superstructure of the most extravagant
suppositions ; and concluding that what is barely pos-
gible is actually true, you doom the innocent to death
in order to prevent his falling into guilt.’
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« ¢ Whosoever is an object of suspicion deserves to
be suspected.’

“¢Speak out more openly,’ resumed your nephew,
¢ the innocent soon becomes suspected, and he is then
not far removed from the scaffold; on the bare sus-
picion that he may cease to be innocent he is soon
consigned to the fate of a criminal’

“¢<You see the consequence, retorted Vadier, with
less justice than ill humour; ¢we pronounce none to
be guilty, we treat none as such except those who
interfere with, oppose, or pervert, the principles of
the Revolution. May you not possibly have spoken
merely because, contrary to our expectation, and un-
consciously on our part, this doctrine is applicable to
you? Woe to the guilty one who betrays himself!’

«¢Woe much rather, exclaimed my husband, ¢to
the tyrants who explain, or, to speak more correctly,
who perplex their murderous system by the obscurity
and artfulness of their metaphysics! It is easy to
parry the thrust of a naked sword; and as President
du Harlay was wont to say, there is an immeasurable
distance between the heart of an honest man and
the dagger of an assassin; but how is it possible to
escape from the blow of a concealed weapon? We
must be silent and submit to be butchered.’

“ He had no sooner spoken these words, of which I
cannot but disapprove, when the old President of the
Committee of General Safety left the room; and
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Nevil, who was in the corridor, remarked, as he
fancied, in his naturally forbidding countenance, an
equivocal expression which foreboded nothing favour-
able to our cause.

«I shall keep you daily informed of the conse-
quences of this occurrence, which has left me a prey
to the most poignant anguish.”



LETTER V.
TO THE SAME.

Pretended Conspiracy Discovered in the Prison of the Luxem-
bourg. — Citizen Laflotte. — Madame Fanny de Beau-
harnais Takes the Children of Her Niece under Her Own
Care.

« AN article in this morning’s paper has filled me
with terror ; as it will reach you to-morrow, I hasten
to send you the antidote to it. You will read in that
paper ¢ that a great conspiracy has been discovered in
the house of confinement at the Luxembourg ; that it
has been found out and made known to the public,
adds the editor, ¢is as much as to say that it has been
defeated and even destroyed. One of the leaders ap-
pears to be the ex-Vicomte de Beauharnais, a member
of the assembly called « the Constituent,” and one of
its presidents. From what has been brought to light
by intercepted letters, by the seizure of papers, and by
the interrogatories that have taken place, it may be
taken for granted that nothing less was meditated
than a determined resistance to the acts of the Revo-
lutionary Government. This resistance, which had
not yet proceeded beyond mere intentions, seemed to
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be on the watch for a favourable opportunity of
breaking out into open violence. Such was the doc-
trine, such was intended to be the conduct, of the
conspirators. Their guilty manceuvres were promoted
by a young man who was attached to Beauharnais,
and who appears to have been placed in the Revolu-
tionary Committee of the section in order to screen
the conspirators from suspicion. Thanks, however, to
citizen Laflotte, the latter now witness the defeat of
the plot they meditated for the destruction of liberty ;
in a few days the watchful eye of Government will
have completely unravelled it, and its hand, raised
for the purpose of consolidating the foundations of
the Republic, will have inflicted punishment upon
those who seem to exist for no other object than its
overthrow.’

“« My dear aunt will bring these high-sounding
phrases to their simple and proper meaning. The
conspiracy is altogether imaginary; the information,
which is in fact attributed to an ex-Ambassador in
Tuscany, has produced the movements I have already
noticed, but they will probably soon cease. Why, in
faot, should they be kept up? Nothing has been dis-
covered, for there was fiothing to discover; there can
have been no conspirators to punish since there has
been no conspiracy. You might, perhaps, for want
of better information, have been alarmed at the
paragraph in the newspaper; such was its first im-
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pression upon myself, but, after a few moments’ reflec-
tion, and especially since I have begun this letter, I
find myself more at ease. Is it necessary to resort to
the most exaggerated imposition when a mere state-
ment of facts would be sufficient to carry conviction ?

«P. 8.—1 reopen my letter to tell you that citi-
zen Nevil has been arrested ; he has sent me a verbal
communication of the fact by a young woman to
whom he is attached, and who is betrothed to him.
This event banishes my security and revives all my
former apprehensions.”

Madame Fanny de Beauharnais took under her
care the children of Madame Alexandre de Beauhar-
nais during the imprisonment of that most excellent
of mothers, who ever retained a lively recollection of
this favour. Her gratitude towards her aunt was
unbounded, nor did the engagements which her ele-
vated rank afterwards imposed upon her induce her
at any time to relax in the demonstration of her sen-
timents; she always called her a second mother, a
title justly due to one who felt a truly maternal
tenderness for her.

No doubt can be entertained of Josephine’s excel-
lent disposition when we find the family of her first
husband preserving for her a constant and unshaken
attachment. They were lavish of their attentions at
the time when her sorrow was at its height, and she
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never suffered the mortification of being slighted by
her husband’s relations, who appeared to have adopted
her as one of their own family. I have already no.
ticed the sincere friendship entertained for her by her
worthy brother-in-law, the Marquis de Beauharnais.



LETTER VL
TO THE SAME.

Severity Exercised towards the Prisoners.

« MEASURES of severity which were at first directed
against Alexandre have subsequently been extended
to five or six of the principal détenus, with whom he
is supposed to keep up an intercourse; they have at
last involved all that part of the building which is
separated by a mere partition from the remainder of
the palace. The courtyard has been forbidden to
those who inhabit that portion of the edifice, and they
have frequently been examined. Ever since yester-
day they are not allowed to see any one; and, as
this prohibition was not made public, the office and
the two corridors leading to it have been filled the
whole day with their relations and friends, who are
in the utmost alarm at their condition. A sinister
report was soon spread amongst the first who made
their appearance, and who, trembling for the fate of
beings they held most dear in life, brought back to
the bosoms of their families the terrors to which they
had fallen a prey.

«T am at a loss to guess what all this agitation will
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lead to; it appears to me that a Government which
thus indulges in what may be termed convulsions
deems itself very insecure ; such repeated precautions
rather bespeak weakness and fear than strength and
security.

“Pending these troubles, my dear aunt, I am
almost pleased to learn that you are confined by indis-
position! I recommend you to prolong your absence,
however painful it is to my feelings. Your peace of
mind which I so much value affords me some relief
in my sufferings; and Alexandre sends me word
that he bears with patience his repeated vexations as
long es he knows us to be free from them.”



LETTER VIL
TO THE SAME.

Her Uneasiness Respecting Her Husband.— Nevil Placed in
Close Confinement.

“ WHAT a pity I am not more inclined to laugh!
for the occurrences that take place here, their atrocity
apart, have also their ludicrous side. That wretched
story, which merely exists in the imaginations and
probably in the interests of those who have invented
it, has received a colouring which excites my alarm ;
they begin to talk of the conspiracy of the Luxem-
bourg in the same manner as the conspiracies of the
Gironde, of Sainte-Amaranthe, and of Danton, had
been spokén of ; judging from the dreadful results to
which these latter have led, what have I not to ap-
prehend in the case in which I am so personally
interested. A scandalous solemnity has attended
the arrest of poor Nevil, and they have given to the
motives upon which it was grounded a seemingly
ludicrous but in my mind an intentional importance.
I dare not dwell too much upon conjectures, which,
perhaps, originate in idle fear; but how could a con-
spiracy have been discovered where none existed?
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For some time past much has been said of the
embarrassment occasioned by the prisoners, the un-
eaginess which torments them, the desires they are
found to nourish, the projects they are presumed to
meditate, their fancied opinions, the means of corre-
spondence either premeditated or already established
between them and their connections. Artfully offi-
cious paragraphs of newspapers have insinuated the
idea that the period was not, perhaps, far distant
when the severity of our internal policy, henceforth
tempered by a spirit of indulgence, might admit of
the prisons being thrown open; and we are forthwith
inundated in reply with pamphlets no less atrocious
by the doctrines they are paid to inculcate than
coarse in their language, wherein it is remarked that
there existed more expeditious means of diminishing
the numbers of the prisoners. Such is our condition,
from which you may readily account for my fears.

«“I have been for the last five days without any
direct news from Alexandre; I have merely learnt
from a doorkeeper that his peace of mind and his
health are unimpaired, and that he reads a great deal,
with a view to enliven the solitude of the close con-
finement is which he is still kept. He has asked for
a great number of books, which have been freely
allowed to pass; not so with respect to the writing-
paper, every sheet of which has been counted; he will
have to give an account of the use he makes of it.
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“Nevil, whom the Government has thought it
worth while to arrest in his capacity of a member of
the Committee, is kept under still closer confinement.
He has not been allowed to see any one for the last
forty-eight hours, and it is not known whether he is
still in existence. This unexpected measure has so
taken him by surprise that he could not provide him-
self with anything, and one is at a loss to send him
what he stands in need of, his place of detention
being kept a profound secret. His mother, a most
respectable woman, displays a resignation which does
not banish her grief, but has the effect of moderat-
ing its excess. The young and affectionate friend of
Nevil gives free vent to her sorrow; she was on the
point of being married to him, and does not blush at
evincing her love by the bitterness of her affliction.
I have promised to make every inquiry respecting this
young man, in whom I feel an interest little short of
what they bear him. I am grieved to think that he
should stand in need of my repaying him any part of
the services he has rendered us.”



LETTER VIIL
TO THE SAME.

Madame Alexandre de Beauharnais Receives & Written Warn.
ing that She Is to Be Immediately Taken to Prison.— She
Refuses to Avail Herself of this Intimation.— She Is
Arrested.

«I BEGIN this letter at all hazards, not knowing
whether it will ever reach your hands. Ere yester-
day, Tuesday, Nevil’s mother called upon me with
a sorrowful countenance and a physiognomy which
indicated that her mind was greatly agitated —the
recollection of her son immediately occurred to me.

«¢I do not weep for him,’ said this worthy woman,
in sobbing accents ; ¢ although he is closely confined,
I have no apprehension for his life; he belongs to a
class which is easily forgiven, or rather easily for-
gotten; other persons are in greater danger than
he is’

“QOthers? My mind dnstantly turned to the
Luxembourg.

«¢Js Alexandre before the tribunal ?’ I exclaimed.

«¢Compose yourself, there is no question about
him.’
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“These words at once appeased my alarm. The
considerate creature then explained to me with the
utmost circumspection that I was the individual in
danger ; my terror immediately subsided. When we
have been in a state of anxiety for those we love, how
pleasing the reflection that we have only to dread for
ourselves !

«I received last night an anonymous letter which
warned me of the danger. I might have fled, but
where could I go without compromising my husband ?
Determined to await the event, I sent for my children,
and in their innocent caresses I might have forgotten
my adversities had not their very presence more forci-
bly recalled their father’s absence to my mind. Sleep
tore them from my arms, to which they seemed in-
stinctively to cling with more than usual fondness.
Alas! the love which binds a mother to her children
is not free from superstition, and I know not what
unconquerable presentiment plunged me into a state
of terror which deprived me of every faculty. You
may judge whether, when left alone, I was enabled to
resist this painful sensation! Heaven, nevertheless,
can bear me witness that the three fond beings in
whom all my happiness is centred are also the exclu-
sive causes of my affliction; how can I think of self
when their comfort or peace is endangered !

“I was deeply plunged in these reflections when a
loud noise was heard at the door of my hétel. I now
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understood that my hour was come, and finding my-
gelf fully prepared to meet the unavoidable blow
which was about to strike me, I resigned myself to
my fate. Whilst the noise went on increasing, I
repaired to my children’s bedroom ; they were fast
asleep, and the contrast between their peaceful slum-
bers and their mother’s agitation forced tears from
my eyes. Alas! I imprinted on the forehead of my
daughter the last kiss I should, perhaps, ever give
her ; she felt the maternal tears upon her cheek, and
though fast asleep, threw her caressing arms around
my neck.

« ¢ Retire to rest,” said the child, in broken accents,
<and fear nothing; they will not come to-night; I
have asked it of God in my prayers.’

« Meanwhile, people were crowding into my apart-
ment, where I found at the head of a set of ferocious
armed men the old President, whose very debility
renders him inhuman, and whose indolence gives rise
in his mind to such extravagant suspicions. Those
which he entertained against me were sufficient, in
his opinion, to warrant my arrest. I perceived that
without any previous examination, and contrary to
all probability, he firmly believed in what is so boldly
and yet so foolishly called the Luxembourg conspiracy.
When stupidity and wickedness are combined, there
are no limits to the mischief they promote !

“I spare you every useless detail; what I have
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said is quite enough to distress you. Suffice it to
know that the seals were affixed to every article of
furniture which was under lock and key, and that
I was taken to the House of Detention of the Car-
melites. Great was my terror as I crossed that
threshold still reeking with the blood of human
victims! Alas! dearest aunt, those men are not
far from the commission of every crime who have
suffered such atrocious ones to go unpunished!”



LETTER IX.
TO MADAME PARKER, LONDON.

Narrative of What Takes Place in the Prison in Which
Madame de Beauharnais Is Confined. — Her Deportment
in that Abode of Grief.

“ WE have here, my dearest friend, two contrasts
which are seldom noticed, notwithstanding that they
come under our daily observation ; and I have taken
it into my head to converse with you on the subject.
Last night T had a good account of my children;
to-day I have hopes respecting my husband’s busi-
ness; can anything be better calculated to promote
our appetite, our slumbers, or our cheerfulness? I
have, therefore, no reason to complain on the latter
score; and, in order to improve my good spirits, I
must have some conversation with your dear self.

“You are young, rich, handsome, witty, adored
by an amiable husband, and eagerly courted by a
circle of society which applauds your talents and
delights in its display; what, then, can be wanting
to your happiness? I have a very scanty fortune,
am still more deficient in beauty, have no preten-
sions, and very moderate expectations. How, then,
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can I enjoy any happiness? Philosophers of grave
deportment would enter into a long dissertation to
solve this question, and the problem would become
still more complicated were I to add that the ome
person, though living in the land of independence and
freedom, gives way to despondency, whilst the other
preserves her peace of mind in a land of slavery
and within the walls of a prison. If we attempt to
explain this inconsistency by the contrast in our dis-
positions, we do not remove the difficulty but rather
retard its solution. Let us, in fact, consider to
what cause may be owing any difference of character
between two individuals.

“ My dear Clara yields to her inclination when she
confides to me her troubles, and describes them in
exaggerated colours; I, on the other hand, follow my
natural impulse when I relate to her what another
person would call her sorrows, but what to me appear
a motive of satisfaction, since a slight ray of hope
has for the last forty-eight hours beamed upon my
solitude and distress.

“ Would you desire to know, my dearest friend,
what can possibly convey a keen and heartfelt pleas-
ure to an inmate of this prison? Two circumstances,
I reply, which naturally suggest themselves to the
mind, the parody of high life and the simplicity
of retirement. I must explain my meaning.

« Men of elevated rank, having been the first in-
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mates of this place, had transferred to its cells the
pomp of the old Court, and consequently the emnui
which attends it. With the increase of inmates, visits
went on increasing as well as set parties, and all
the forms and ceremonies of etiquette which were
invented for no other object than to conceal the
weariness ever attendant upon high rank.

¢ On beholding this wretched pomp and ephemeral
dignity, newcomers devised the plan of destroying
them by holding them up to ridicule. The weapon
of exaggeration was sufficient to effect that object;
accordingly, the most indifferent acts were wrapped
up in a disguise of authoritative gravity; the pris-
oners accosted each other with measured steps, ex-
changed a good-morrow in a declamatory language ;
by degrees they raised their tone to the diapason of
haughtiness, if I may be allowed the expression;
they clothed the most common occurrences of private
life in the exaggerated language of romance, which
they spoke with the emphasis of tragic actors. Such
tiresome pretensions would have been deemed the
height of ridicule at Versailles or in the Faubourg
Saint-Germain ; you may well suppose how little they
were relished within the precincts of a small prison.

¢ Some men of sound understanding readily per-
ceived that the only way to banish the enmnui which
had followed in the train of those chimerical notions
was to restore the ascendency of reason with its nat-
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ural attendants, amiability, wit, good taste, to which
modesty and simplicity would soon add their peculiar
charm. Head-dresses @ crochets and embroidered gar-
ments were brought in contact with the Revolution
now springing up; they kept up for a time a success-
ful struggle against it; and only yielded after an
obstinate defence. They had just been defeated when
I made my appearance in the prison.

“From that moment the. most unreserved freedom
succeeded to the slavery of etiquette; outward appear-
ances were discarded for more substantial marks of
friendship. It was felt that all should contribute
their share to the pleasures of society; personal feel-
ings gave way to those of fellow companions in mis-
fortune ; their sentiments were sometimes adopted ;
or if opposed, the contest was no longer carried on
in anger, as had formerly been the case. Names and
titles, to which habitual deference had for ages been
paid, were still treated with the respect they were
wont to claim; but the regard which springs from
the heart was exclusively bestowed upon social quali-
ties, upon talents which promoted the cheerfulness of
our community, and virtues which commanded its
admiration. It is foreign from our purpose to in-
quire whether those whose lofty pretensions were
their only claim upon us inwardly treated as Revolu-
tionists all innovators whose personal merit was their
only title to attention.
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«Such is our condition at the present moment.
From an assemblage of a hundred and sixty détenus
who are the inmates of the prison, five or six pri-
vate circles have been formed, consisting of persons
brought together by uniformity of sentiments and
tempers. Others, who live on a still more intimate
footing, are united by affections of a more endearing
nature. The latter remain isolated and retired within
themselves, and seldom join in the general mirth,
which they are never found to interrupt. For my
part, independently of some friends and acquaintances
I have fallen in with, I am on terms with every one,
and have an ample field for exercising my disposition
to console the afflicted and weep with the unfortu-
nate. This reminds me, my dear Clara, that you con-
ceive yourself to belong to the latter class, and as
such you have a right to claim some share of the
exertions I bestow upon others. Nevertheless, I
must for the present confine myself to giving you
the assurance of an approaching improvement in my
condition. May not this have at least the temporary
effect of softening your grief ?

“ Need I tell you how sipcerely I participate in it,
however imaginary it may appear ? My sufferings on
your account correspond in extent with your sorrows.
The greatest of misfortunes is to doubt the sincerity
of those we love; but this is a mortification we
neither of us have to apprehend. Adieu, my dear,
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and keep up your spirits. Can such an advice pro-
ceed from one who is confined in a prison? Would
she not seem to stand in need of the consolation she
is endeavouring to impart to you? My children are
well. M. de Beauharnais’s case assumes a more
favourable turn; how, then, could I be wanting in
courage ? I must now bid you farewell.”

I have already observed that Madame de Beauhar-
nais was never dejected from the effects of her im-
prisonment. The other inmates of the prison were of
a far more desponding turn.

Any one acquainted with her tenderness of feeling,
her constant anxiety to afford assistance to others,
could not but lament that this excellent woman
should have stood in need of the means of relieving
her acquaintances who were like herself deprived of
their liberty; her chief regret at her imprisonment
was that it prevented her from being useful. She
forgot that her gentle disposition, her lively and fas-
cinating wit, were a source of consolation to all her
companions.

Averse to every kind of discussion, keeping herself
aloof from every party, and abhorring every political
conversation, she lived on friendly terms with the dif-
ferent circles of society in the prison, divided as they
were in opinion, and engaged in angry disputes which
were frequently appeased by Madame de Beauhar-
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nais’s conciliating attentions. Condescending towards
her inferiors, even-tempered and amiable in her in-
tercourse with her equals, polite towards those who
deemed themselves her superiors, she won the affec-
tions of all. In a prison, or whether seated on the
first throne in the world, she was beloved by all
classes, and always held the place amongst them
which most became her. She had an innate percep-
tion of the rules of propriety, which prevented her
from being borne down by the insolence of others in
the days of her affliction; and when she afterwards
became Empress she cautiously avoided all display
of her superior rank.

I never heard Josephine mention the name of
Madame Parker, who was probably dead when I be-
came acquainted with the Empress, but who must
have been a lady of superior acquirements, since she
had inspired so warm an affection to Madame de
Beauharnais, whose distinguished qualities she so
fully appreciated. To discriminate real merit proves
the possession of it by one who, although in affluent
and brilliant circumstances, could form a warm at-
tachment for a friend in distress; this must be
allowed on all hands to be no ordinary occurrence.



LETTER X.
TO MADAME FANNY DE BEAUHARNAIS.

Madame de Fontenay in Prison. — By What Means She Com-
municated to Tallien that She Is to Be Shortly Brought
before the Public Tribunal.

«] HAVE received, my dearest aunt, the beautiful
fruit you sent me, together with the note you so in-
geniously contrived to enclose in one of them. God
be praised, my children are now under your care;
this is a great consolation to me. Would that my
husband were with them! I have no tidings of him,
any more than of Nevil, whose mother has not yet
been allowed to see me. I leave you to judge of my
uneasiness! All my companions endeavour to dispel
it; but the wounded feelings of a wife and a mother
are not 8o accessible to hope and consolation!”

The prisoners had no means of conveying or receiv-
ing any important communication except by resorting
to such extraordinary means as their ingenuity could
devise for the purpose of lulling the active vigilance
exercised over every object which was introduced
into or was taken away from the prison.
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It is said that Madame de Fontenay (afterwards
Madame Tallien *), having obtained positive informa~
tion that she should in a few days be summoned
before the Convention, wrote a note to Tallien and
concealed it in the heart of a cabbage, which she
threw to him from a window he was in the habit of
approaching for the purpose of getting a glimpse
of her through the gratings. She informed him of
the fate which was reserved for her, and concluded
in these words: «If you love me as sincerely as you
profess to do, use every effort to save France, and
myself along with her.”

The warmth of Tallien’s affection suggested to
him the project which brought the crimes of Robes-
pierre to a close; thus the fate of our dear country
depended upon a piece of cabbage more or less dex-
terously flung by the weak hand of a woman!

* Now Princesse de Chimay,



LETTER XI.
TO THE SAME.
Examination of M. de Beauharnais.

“ ALEXANDRE was examined yesterday, and I am
to-morrow to receive the permission I have applied
for. The President of the Committee is a tolerably
civil man, but of a cold disposition and an absolute
nonentity. His excessive corpulency deprives him of
motion, of thought, and almost of the use of speech.
With the best intentions in the world, he has less
power than the lowest clerk in the office. He comes
late, reaches his armchair with difficulty, heavily falls
into it, and, when once seated, remains a quarter of
an hour without uttering a word. Meanwhile, a sec-
retary reads aloud some reports which the President
does not hear, although he has the appearance of
listening to them. He sometimes falls asleep during
the perusal, and yet he never fails to awake from
his slumbers at the precise moment when he is to
sign what he has neither listened to nor understood.
With respect to the examinations, which are opened
by himself, and followed up by each of his colleagues,
some of them are of the most atrocious character, but
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the greater part are merely ridiculous. All are more
or less of a singular nature.

« What, in fact, can be more extraordinary than
that the most valuable members of society should be
called upon to explain their thoughts to those who,
notwithstanding their sudden elevation, are still its
veriest dregs? My aunt will not understand by this
that I allude to birth, fortune, or privileges; by no
means, but to principles, feelings, and individual
worth.

“The President of the Committee, for instance, is
in his circumstances a gentleman. He is well off in
the world, and is not altogether devoid of education.
He is a Revolutionist through selfish motives; and
until the Presidency restored him to his former good
case, he had fallen off through mere fright. Regard-
less, at present, of the fate of the victims to whose
numbers he contributes his share, he grows fat from
pure indolence. I think I have designated him as an
upright man. Can he be so, however, when he sacri-
fices men of real worth in order to secure his own
tranquillity ? How much more estimable in my sight is
the worthy and considerate Nevil, who has, perhaps, the
weakness of carrying too far his already exaggerated
political ideas, but who likewise sets no bounds to his
love of humanity! What devotedness and attachment,
when he believes a person to be innocent! What zeal
towards the unfortunate ! We owe everything to him.
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Shall I tell you the motive of his regard for Alexan-
dre? It springs from a respect for his principles. An
attentive perusal of the newspapers has instilled into
his mind the highest esteem for the Constituent
Assembly ; and he no sooner learnt that a member of
that assembly was about to fall into the clutches of
his Committee than he sought to be entrusted with
the duty of assisting him. You know the rest.

¢ Subjoined I send you my husband’s examination,
in which you will find the most atrocious features
coupled with the most ridiculous ones; these are the
two colours of the period we live in.

« Brief Extracts of the Examination of Citizen
Alexandre Beauharnais.

« President : ¢ Who art thou ?’

“ M. de Beauharnais: ¢ A man and a Frenchman.’

« President : ¢ Spare us thy jokes; I ask what is
thy name ?’

“ M. de Beauharnais : ¢ Eugéne Alexandre de Beau-
harnais.’

« A Member : < Drop the de if you please ; it savours
too much of the aristocrat.’

“ M. de Beauharnais: < You mean to say that there
is something feudal in it. A name without a particle
before it is undoubtedly more consonant with reason.
The fault, if there be any, is to be ascribed to times
gone by and to my ancestors.’
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« Another Member: <Oh! thou claimest an ances-
try ; it is well that we have heard this frank avowal.
Citizens, be pleased to notice that he has ancestors,
and does not disguise it.” (In this stage of the pro-
ceedings, nine members of the Committee, out of the
twelve composing it, betook themselves to laughing.)

“One of the nine, in the midst of the prevailing
hilarity, assumed a grave countenance, and said, with
the utmost composure :

«“¢Fool that he is, does he not know that an
ancestry is nothing better than an old parchment ?
Is it the man’s fault if his patents were not con-
signed to the flames ? Citizen, thou art commanded
to deposit them with the Committee; and I can
assure thee that a large bonfire shall soon give us
a good account of thy ancestors.’

« At these words the worthy Council burst into
a loud fit of laughter, and the bulky President found
great difficulty in restoring it to its gravity and com-
posure. This explosion of mirth had, however, the
effect of rendering the President more tractable; he
politely addressed the accused in these words:

« ¢ Citizen, you may sit down.’

« A Member, rising from his chair, exclaimed with
great warmth: ‘1 demand to be heard. I vote that
the Citizen President be called to order, for having
voutoyé* the suspected citizen. It does not follow

#The meaning of which is —for having said you to him instead of
thou, — Translator,
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COURT OF THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE. 17

because he is suspected that he is therefore guilty.
So long as the Tribunal has not pronounced a sen-
tence of condemnation, every one has a claim to be
addressed by the pronoun thou.’

«¢ Monsteur Violette should be censured for his
want of civility.’

“On hearing the qualification of monsieur given
to the President, the assembly exhibited a fresh scene
of laughter, noise, and confusion. The last speaker
was for some time at a loss to understand how he
could have occasioned them. Order was at length
restored, and my husband seized the first moment of
silence to congratulate the Committee on the harm-
less subjects of its discussions, and to express his
satisfaction at having for his judges magistrates of
so cheerful a temper.

“The President, with an air of importance and
gravity : ¢<If thou shouldst mistake our proceedings
for a mere farce, thou wouldst greatly deceive thyself.
The suspected citizen is quite right, colleagues, when
he styles us his judges; this qualification should
restore us to our wonted gravity. If it were allow-
able formerly to indulge in mirth, it now behooves
us to comport ourselves with gravity.’

“ M. de Beauharnais: ‘The latter character dis-
tinguishes the new régime from the old.’

% President : ¢ Let us now proceed seriously to busi-
ness, and follow up the examination. Citizen Jarbac
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(one of the secretaries), art thou ready? (Zv M. ds
Beauharnais.) What are thy titles and qualifica-
tions ¥’

.% M. de Beauharnais: ¢ A French citizen, a general
in the service of the Republic.’

«“ A Member: ¢President, he does not tell every-
thing ; he is an ex 4

« Another Member : ¢ Prince or baron.’

“ M. de Beauharnais, smiling: ¢ Viscount, if you
please; it is quite enough.’

« President : ¢It is far too much; thou acknowl-
edgest that thou art a noble ¢’

“M. de Beauharnaiz: ‘1 acknowledge I was so
considered, and I believed it for some time under
the régime of ignorance, old habits, and prejudices.’

« President : ¢ Confess that thou art not yet wholly
undeceived on the subject.’

« M. de Beauharnatis: ¢ The obstinacy with which
some men of limited understanding persist in fighting
a mere shadow is enough to give it a kind of reality.
For my part, I have long since banished the illusion.
Common sense had taught me that'there could exist
no other distinctions than those which are the reward
of virtues, public services, or distinguished talents;
considerations of the soundest policy have satisfied
me that these alone should be maintained in force.”

« Citizen Nevil: ¢This is reasoning upon correct
principles !’
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« President : ¢ Without disputing the soundness of
the consequences, where did the citizen derive those
principles in which he prides himself? In the Con-
stituent Assembly ?’

«“ M. de Beauharnais: ‘I am proud of having been
a member of that assembly.’

« Prestdent : < You have even presided over it ?’

“ M. de Beauharnais: ‘Just so, citizen, and at a
very memorable epoch.’

« Prestdent : <Was it not at the period of the
tyrant’s flight 7’

“M. de Beauharnais: It was at the time when
Louis XVI. proceeded to Varennes, and when he
returned from thence.’

“ A Member: ‘I would lay a wager that the citizen
does not believe Louis Capet to have been a tyrant.’

“ M. de Beauharnais: ¢ History will explain that
point, and posterity will pronounce judgment.’

« Citizen Nevil: ¢« We have nothing to do with citi-
zen Beauharnais’s thoughts, but with his actions.’

“ President : ¢ Very true, most true; let us then
inquire into what citizen Beauharnais has done.’

“ M. de Beauharnais: ¢ Nothing whatever; and in
these stormy times I really think it was the wisest
course.’

« President : ¢ Thou hast not therefore espoused any
party 2’

“ M. de Beauharnais : <1 have not, if by party you
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mean the factions which detest each other, throw the
State into convulsion, prevent the laws from holding
paramount sway, and retard the comsolidation of
the Republic ; but if by that word you understand the
immense majority of Frenchmen whose wishes are in
favour of independence and liberty, to this party I
certainly belong.’

«“ A Member: ¢ We are yet to be told what course

thou wouldst adopt ?’
. “ M. de Beauharnais: 1 should prefer persuading
by the arguments of reason, and convincing by those
to which our hearts yield a willing assent; neverthe-
less, I am of opinion that physical force may be
resorted against the alternate disguise and violence
of anarchical factions. But I could wish that the
latter mode of proceeding should not degenerate into
abuse, that it were seldom adopted, and that rigorous
measures should as much as possible be tempered with
humanity whenever the safety of the State permits
its exercise.’

« A Member (this was the wicked old man who was
directed to arrest my husband) : ¢ Humanity ! human-

_ity, indeed! I mistrust thie language when spoken
by certain people.’

“ M. de Beauharnais : ¢ It ought to be mistrusted,
if it bespeaks pity for criminals of one’s own way of
thinking ; but it is entitled to every deference when
spoken on behalf of error and inexperience.’
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« A Member : ¢ All moderate men utter the same
sentiments.’

“ M. de Beauharnais: ¢ Moderation is the offspring
of good sense and the parent of strength. Why
should I, when in the enjoyment of good health, give
way to violence and agitation if I find that composure
and the exercise of reason add to my physical and
moral strength.

« Citizen Nevil : < I assure you, citizens, that neither
Rousseau, Mably, nor Montesquieu have ever written
anything more sensible than what the accused has
just spoken.’

«“ A Member: < Who are those people ? Do they
belong to the section ?’

« Another Member : < Dost thou not see that they are
Jeuillans 2 This is the language of the moderate party,
and is most hateful and pernicious.’

« President : ¢Citizens, you are mistaken; those
are the names of authors belonging to the age of
Louis XIV., whose tragedies are constantly performed
at the Théltre Frangais.’

“The Revolutionary club now divided itself into
two parties ; some claiming the right of turning the
President into ridicule, others maintaining or combat-
ing the correctness of the new discovery he had just
been adding to the stores of literary knowledge.
M. de Beauharnais would have smiled at the blunder,
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had it not excited a painful sensation in his breast
from a consideration of the character of those men
to whose hands the fate of his fellow citizens was
committed.

“ Nevil endeavoured to bring this lndicrous and
pitiful sitting to a close by giving a greater degree of
consistency to the examination.

« After a few more questions, which were either
unmeaning or inapplicable, the President, unable to
discover any circumstance that could criminate my
husband, came to the conclusion that he should be
kept for the present under arrest.

“¢The Revolutionary vigilance, said he, ¢will
thereby be enabled to find more tangible grounds
of charge, and thou, citizen, shalt also have more
leisure to enter upon thy defence. If thy country be
dear to thee, thou shalt render it as good a service
by a spirit of resignation as by the most active exer-
tions in its behalf, and if liberty is valuable in thy
sight, it will become still more so by thy protracted
imprisonment. = Accordingly, I consign thee back
again to prison, by no means as a guilty man, but
as liable to become such. Thou shalt be entered in
the registers of the Luxembourg with this favourable
note in the margin: Accused of being suspected.’”

Nothing affords a better proof of the elevation of
mind, the calmness and moderation of M. de Beau-
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harnais, than the above absurd examination. Will
posterity ever believe that men of such profound
ignorance could have acted for several months in the
character of judges over their fellow creatures? Will
it be credited that such cold and atrocious cruelty
which ¢rifles with, at the moment of condemning, its
victims could have been tolerated by a nation proud
of its generous feelings? Too young to have wit-
nessed such scenes, I can hardly persuade myself
that my fellow countrymen do not exaggerate in
their description of them. What they relate bears
a resemblance to sanguinary tragedies, the offspring
of fanatical minds delighting in the most painful
emotions. But, alas! they are facts of which every
family has had to lament the fatal consequences;
mine has borne its share of them! . . . I must there-
fore, however reluctantly, give credit to narratives
which our descendants will indignantly reject as fab-
ulous. They will only admit the truth of what may
appear in accordance with the better feelings of their
fellow countrymen. Why are we so near the period
of events which ought to be obliterated from our
records, theretofore never sullied by such atrocities !
but we cannot dispute the evidence of facts! . . .
This is the misfortune of the epoch we live in, which
is in other respects so fertile in deeds of glory and in
the brightest prospects.



.

LETTER XIL
TO CITIZEN ALEXANDRE DE BEAUHARNAIS.

Citizen Saint-Just. — M. de Saint-Just, Author of « The Caliph
of Bagdad,” of «Jean de Paris,” etc. —Madame de Saint.
Just. — Pension Granted to Mdlle. Robespierre.

« CaN it be possible that Providence relents in its
anger, and that the Government, having now acquired
more stability, is about to substitute measures of
clemency for the system of coercion hitherto pur-
sued ? Since the day before yesterday there has been
some relaxation in the strict vigilance exercised over
us, and communications from without the prison are
admitted after a very superficial inspection. The re-
port gains ground that Saint-Just* has had a warm

* We must not confound the Saint-Just in question with M. de Saint-
Just, the lively anthor of many delightful comic operas, such as * The
Caliph of Bagdad,”  Jean de Paris,” etc., who died two years ago. The
latter was a man of mild and gentle disposition, who never meddled with
politics; possessed of a large fortune, he was exclusively intent upon
promoting the happiness of all around him. His refined and entertain-
ing conversation drew to his house the most distinguished artists and
literary characters, whom he felt a pleasure to encourage and to assist
with pecuniary means when they happened to be in distress. Amiable
in his intercourse, indulgent towards every one, he was generally re-
gretted when an inflammatory complaint deprived literature and his
friends of so valuable a member of society. I cannot forget his kind
attentions to me, and eagerly avail myself of this opportunity of paying
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altercation with several members of the Committee
on the subject of Robespierre: it is further said that
the latter is desirous of adopting a different system
surfeited with the number of victims he has already
immolated, his political ideas have undergone a
change; but he finds in the opinions of his col-
leagues an invincible obstacle to his views. Saint-
Just is a young man of very extraordinary merit, and
we have often lamented that fatality which drove him
into a career of cruelty and danger; as little could
we be surprised at Robespierre’s returning to senti-
ments of humanity. The man who after long wan-
dering from the right road has dared to proclaim a
God in the face of his impious fellow men cannot
harbour a ferocious heart.

«It is said that in consequence of this altercation,
which does him great honour, he has withdrawn him-
self from the Committees, thereby throwing upon his
colleagues all the odium of their sanguinary deeds.
This occurrence has, however, had its due influence

to his memory the homage of the respect I owed to him. Far greater tal-
ents and eloquence will, no doubt, be exerted in his praise; but it can
never be told in language of more unaffected sincerity. The second wife
of M. de Saint-Just was Mdlle. Tourette, the sister-in-law of the cele-
brated Cherubini. This choice is equally creditable to the author of it
and to its object; for, wath the exception of a fortune, Mdlle. Tourette
was possessed of every qualification which can recommend a woman.
The disinterestedness of her conduct at the death of M. de Saint-Juss
rendered her still more worthy of being the partner of a man who was
always bent upon devising the means of promoting the happiness of his
fellow creatures.
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upon those who live in hopes, as well as those who
give way to despondency. With us a sensation of joy
was experienced which partook as much of astonish-
ment as of enthusiasm. By degrees our first trans-
ports subsided, and made way for a no less pleasing
though more calm conviction of security. Are these
hopes too sanguine? I look to my dear Alexandre’s
opinion on the subject ere I too freely indulge them.

“ The appearance of a pamphlet by Camille Des-
moulins has just been made known to us as an
extraordinary occurrence; you are, perhaps, already
apprised of it.

«Jt is said that, under the thin veil of the Court
of Tiberius, he gives a description of the crueltiés of
the present day; this is a bold attempt, but he is
reported to have written under Robespierre’s dicta-
tion; if so, there is no danger in the act, which
would otherwise be one of great temerity.

“Desenne has sent to our hotel two copies of the
above work ; one of them is for my dear Alexandre.
May it enable you to pass a good night!”

Madame de Beauharna;.is, like all those who are
afflicted, eagerly laid hold of every circumstance
calculated to calm her intense sufferings. This is,
no doubt, the cause of her having so completely
mistaken the character of Robespierre, which was
unquestionably a compound of every vice. Timid
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young men may have been drawn away from the
paths of virtue by the influence of attractive doc-
trines, and may by degrees have become, through
fear, almost as cruel as their leaders; but the man
who so long beheld torrents of blood flowing by his
orders, and could find rest after signing a series
of proscriptions, was a monster whom no one can
attempt to justify. His memory must ever be held
in abhorrence.

It is asserted that his sister obtained a pension
under the different Governments which succeeded
the one of 1793, and that it is even continued to
her under the Bourbons. I can hardly believe it;
faults are, no doubt, purely personal in their appli-
cation; can there, however, be any necessity for
rewarding the relations of the tyrant of France?
Would it not be better to devote those funds to
the relief of the widows and orphans of the gallant
men who have died in the field of glory, bequeath-
ing to the objects dearest to them no other legacy
than an honourable name ?



LETTER XIII.
TO DOCTOR PORTAL.
MM. Magendie, Auvity, Prunet, Heurteloup, etc., M. Horeau.

«“Lose not a moment, dear doctor; fly to the
Committee of Surveillance, where you will receive
a permission to visit the Luxembourg. You will
there find one of your clients, who, notwithstanding
his incarceration, has not forgotten the engagement
he made with you of being ill for at least a fort-
night every year. His illness is now come upon
him, and the engagement on his part is about to
be fulfilled ; but let it not last beyond a fortnight;
you understand me, doctor; I make you persounally
answerable for the result. This would be a tedious
delay were he at liberty to enjoy himself ; but within
the precincts of a prison, sickness whiles away the
time, provided it is not fatal to the patient, and an
agreeable physician affords a diversion to both.”

M. Portal was always what he is at the present
day, a man of profound learning, of the kindest
disposition, and generally esteemed. He rendered
many important services at a time when humanity
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was considered as a crime, since it might withdraw
a victim from the executioner’s axe. No danger was
ever known to check the zeal of the Dean of the
Faculty, who in his now advanced age maintains all
the cheerfulness of his early days. Honoured with
the regard of his sovereign, he has the satisfaction
to reflect that he has undeviatingly followed a career
the more honourable when, as in his case, it is
dignified by an adherence to the most exalted virtues.

Many of our young physicians may be reckoned
in the number of those who promise to follow so
proud an example; we particularly notice MM. Ma-
gendie, Auvity, Prunet, Roger, Heurteloup, etc. I
feel happy at this opportunity of mentioning the
names of individuals who are the hopes of the ris-
ing generation, which will find in them what we
discovered in their great predecessor — science and
virtue combined.

I pass over the name of M. Horeau, who is fre-
quently mentioned in the course of this work; he
lives in a country retirement, and no longer practises
the medical art.



LETTER XIV.
M. DE BEAUHARNAIS TO HIS WIFE.

His Opinion Respecting Robespierre.— His Fortitude of
Mind. — Mdlle. de Sombreuil. — Mesdames de Bellegarde.
—Bayard, Frangois I., Duguesclin, Turenne, de Condé,
Vauban, Maréchal de Saxe, Napoleon, Ney, Murat, Victor,
Massena, Suchet, Macdonald, de Pérignon, Kellermann,
Their Serene Highnesses, the Ducs d’Orléans and de
Montpensier. — Comtes de Forbin d’Oppéde, de Juillac,
de Marin, d’Aubenton. — Mesdames de Sainte-Marie, Du-
crest, de Caquerai.—MM. de la Rochefoucauld, Saint-
Aldegonde, de Kersalun, de Goisson, de Fougy.— Mes-
dames de Flahault, de Genlis. — Noble Act of an Intendant.
Death of My Father’s Valet de Chambre.— M. Detche-
ment. — Avaricious Trait of the Marquis d’A——.

«“ How much you are mistaken, my poor dear wife !
You are led away by hope, but in our times hope
is deceitful and treacherous. I have attentively read
the work of Camille Desmoulins ; it denotes a good
heart, but evidently proves him to be a dupe. You
tell me that he writes under Robespierre’s dictation ;
this is very possible, but, after having urged him on,
the tyrant will sacrifice him. I well know the obsti-
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naey of that man, who shrinks at no difficulty, and
who, to promote the triumph of his nefarious system,
would act, if necessary, the part of a man of feeling.

« Listening to the dictates of pride, Robespierre
fancies himself called to regenerate France; but as
he is a man of confined views and of a cold heart, he
sees no effectual regeneration beyond that of shedding
torrents of blood ; it is for him the easiest course, as
his victims are pent up within a certain space, and
the ferocious monster has only to stretch out his hand
and drag them to the slaughter. Some of them, how-
ever, have been heard to utter piercing exclamations
in their dying agonies; and the simple Camille Des-
moulins is directed to repeat the words, with a view
to sound public opinion. Be the expression of that
opinion what it may, some will be found to oppose it,
and the tyrant will avail himself of this opportunity
to bring fresh victims to the slaughter. Such is,
more or less, his mode of proceeding.

«It is very painful to me, my dear Josephine, to
destroy the illusion to which your heart has given
way ; but can I entertain any who have been so close
an observer of the manceuvres to which tyranny is
wont to resort? When we are unable to crush it by
main force, our only means of resistance consists in
receiving its blows with a fortitude which is a re-
proach and disgrace to it. Those who come after us
will at least profit by eur example, and the bequest
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made to posterity by the victims of proscription will
not be lost to mankind.”

M. de Beauharnais followed the maxim which he
had recommended to his wife. All his actions bore
witness that, although he had not been more proof
than others against the attractive philanthropy which
prevailed at the beginning of the Revolution, and,
accordingly, longed for alterations in the system of
government, nevertheless, lofty sentiments, and the
love of virtue and of country, were guides from which
he never swerved. At his death he evinced the
greatest fortitude of mind, and was regretted by those
who were least disposed to coincide in his political
opinions.

Such must ever be the ascendency of a frank and
open character. General esteem cannot fail to be
its reward, especially in times of agitation, where
everything is eagerly laid hold of which is calculated
to afford relief to the mind, so often and so power-
fully affected by mean or cruel actions. In the midst
of the atrocities committed during the Reign of
Terror, was it not a consolation to contemplate the
sublime act of self-devotedness performed by Mdlle.
de Sombreuil,* the noble conduct of Mesdames de

# Married at Avignon, Mdlle. de Sombreuil resides there in the midst
of friends, who are lavish of those attentions to her which are so justly
due to her gentle and amiable disposition, and to the precarious state of
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Périgord and de Monaco, and of so many others
exposing themselves to almost certain death in order
to save the objects of their affections? In our admi-
ration for such acts, we become reconciled to man-
kind, which so many circumstances would otherwise
cause us to abhor. Had it not been for these heroic
traits, and the surprising valour of our armies, who
defended their territory, but strictly conformed within
themselves to the laws of justice, the name of a
Frenchman would be branded with disgrace. Virtue
on the one hand, and honour and bravery on the
other, have maintained for us the rank which we
claim as a nation, whose happiness and tranquillity
are, henceforth, secured by the wisdom of the laws.
I cannot deny myself the satisfaction of adverting
in this place to the affectionate attachment shewn by
Mesdames de Bellegarde * who daily visited a friend
in captivity, and brought her whatever could contrib-
ute to mitigate her distress. Young, handsome, and
full of wit, they succeeded in exciting the pity of the
ferocious keepers, and seldom failed in the objects
they were so generously bent upon accomplishing.
They seldom went away without satisfying themselves
that their friend had received what they had brought
for her use. The interest displayed by these ladies

her health irretrievably destroyed by the unexampled courage she dis-
played on the occasion to which I have alluded.

# One of them was married to her cousin, a general officer in the ser-
vice of Austria, who came to Paris in the year 1814.
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in the fate of a prisoner was calculated to bring upon
them the most cruel persecutions ; nevertheless they
persisted, and escaped as if by a miracle the dangers
which beset every one possessed of distinguished
qualities and solid merit.

Our armies gave at all times signal proofs of valour ;
this is a truth which none would venture to deny ; our
annals sufficiently attest that on the field of battle
the French were formerly what they are now. The
names of Dunois, Bayard, Frangois I., Duguesclin,
Turenne, De Condé, Vauban, Napoleon, Maréchals
Ney, Murat, Victor, Massena, De Pérignon, Suchet,
Macdonald, Kellermann, and of a countless number
of other heroes, are linked with the victories achieved
in every epoch of our history; but whilst foreigners
extolled our glory and our science in the art of war-
fare, they affected to exaggerate the levity of this
nation of conquerors.

There exists no evil without its admixture of good ;
thus it is that the Revolution, the scourge of our
days, has been the means of exhibiting the courage
of Frenchmen under every form and aspect. In
France, those who were uﬂhappily condemned to death
met their honourable doom with a fortitude which can
never be sufficiently admired. The emigrants dis-
played no less elevation and energy of character in
the protracted agony they had to endure; during
their too long exile from their native country they
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no doubt encountered less imminent dangers than
those who had remained in France; can it be said,
however, that they evinced less heroism in bearing
with every kind of privation, with misery and want,
which threatened to terminate their existence after
prolonged and cruel sufferings? So far from being
depressed by the misfortunes which assailed them in
every way, the nobility, whose life had generally been
passed in a continued round of pleasures, showed of
what exertions they were capable rather than submit
to the necessity of soliciting public relief; the aged
alone and the infirm resorted to mechanical occupa-
tions, foreign from the habits and inclinations of this
wandering and deserted crowd of fugitives; talents
and industry supplied the place of fortune, and men
of high rank did not blush at undertaking pursuits
which spared them the mortification of depending
upon the bounty of others.

His Highness, the Duc d’ Orléans, became tutor in
a public school in Switzerland, and his brother, the
Duc de Montpensier, exerted his distinguished talent
for painting, by which he earned an honourable
livelihood.

The Comtes de Forbin d’Oppéde,* de Juillac, de

* M. Forbin d’ Oppdde kindly consented to give me during the emigra-
tion gratuitous lessons on the piano; and he received no other return
than the most giddy treatment on my part, which he bore with as much
patience as he did the false notes I played for him; it is only of late years
Ihave learned the extent of my obligations towards him; I am happy,
therefore, at having this opportunity of acknowledging them.
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Marin, and & Aubenton turned their knowledge of
music to more or less advantage. The Marquises de
Sainte-Marie, Ducrest, de Caquerai, gave public con-
certs and lessons of singing and of the pianoforte;
MM. de La Rochefoucauld and de Sainte-Aldegonde
became linen drapers; the Comtes de Kersalun, de
Fumel, de Quatrebarbe, de Goisson, established fur-
nished hotels and coffee-houses ; the Comte de Fougy,
a man of acknowledged good taste, became a dealer
in millinery; others taught French, history, ete.,
manufactured pasteboard cases and worked embroid-
ery; Mesdames de Genlis and de Flahault wielded
their graceful and fertile pens, and composed many
delightful works; in short, a crowd of young men
engaged themselves as clerks in banking houses.
This conduct was rewarded by the admiration it was
calculated to excite ; efforts like these could not fail
to receive the public approbation which became the
just reward of such signal acts of perseverance and
virtue !

The exiled families were for the most part so fully
convinced of the good faith of the powers in alliance
with France, and of their intention to coalesce for
the purpose of restoring Louis XVIL to the throne,
that they left their homes with a very scanty supply
of money, expecting on their return to recover their
fortunes, their jewels, and their titles. ¢« By and by
we shall see order restored all over France” was a
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common expression amongst them ; and they quitted
their country and their families.with a confidence
which was, however, to be productive of serious evils.
This by and by was to put an end to all further emi-
grations, and to heal every wound. Nevertheless,
many years elapsed before that wished-for moment ;
and many of those families who have returned from
their exile are still the victims of misfortune, for
their paternal hearth is gone from them! . . .

We are reluctantly compelled to bring some traits
of meanness and bad faith into contrast with this
picture of energy, high honour, and Stoic resignation ;
happily, however, the latter greatly preponderate, and
the pains taken by the emigrants to conceal the errors
of their suffering fellow countrymen threw a veil
over every discreditable action ; bound by the obliga-
tions of mutually defending and assisting each other,
a dishonest trait in the character of any one among
them appeared improbable, and was buried in oblivion.
Nevertheless, the two following anecdotes were the
general topics of conversation, because they only
reflected disgrace upon a man who had succeeded in
saving an immense fortune, and who was pointed at
as a model of the most sordid avarice.

So far from endeavouring to relieve the distress of
his fellow countrymen, the Marquis d’ A—— seemed
rather to augment it by lending them small sums of
money at an usurious interest, and often obtained
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reimbursement in a most unfeeling though perfectly
legal manner. No one resorted to him except from
sheer necessity, and certainly no debt of gratitude
was contracted ; a sentiment to which he was no
doubt perfectly indifferent.

M. Detchement, a celebrated French dentist, was
at this time in very great repute in England, where he
obtained sufficient success to have it in his power to
lend money to the emigrants without ever accepting
any interest for his loans ; he was particularly noted
for setting poreelain teeth, which were a perfect imi-
tation of real ones, and had none of the disadvantage
of false teeth.

A little old man called one day upon him with a
dress which denoted the most absolute want; his
countenance, moreover, indicated bodily pain and
severe distress; this was sufficient to excite the pity
of M. Detchement, who asked whether he could be
of any assistance to him.

¢ Oh, sir,’ replied the visitor, in weak and broken
accents, “1 am very wretched, and greatly to be
pitied.”

« Pray, sir, do you stand in need of any assistance ?
I should be too happy to —”

“By no means; I merely wish for your profes-
sional assistance. I have worn for these many years
a false set of teeth which is completely destroyed ;
a8 I seldom eat any other bread than what the cir-
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cumstances of an exile can afford, I have great diffi-
culty in breaking it with these wretched false teeth,
and I come to request you will make me a fresh set ;
you will charge me as low as you possibly can, for
I shall be under the necessity of undergoing still
greater privations in order to meet this extra expense,
which will always be heavier than I can well afford
to incur.”

During this long and pitiful lamentation, M.
Detchement was preparing the requisite apparatus for
taking the measure of the mouth which the speaker
was holding up to him. On finishing this operation
M. Detchement said that he would have the set of
teeth in readiness for him in the course of the week
for the price of ten guineas.

“ What! ten guineas! Where do you suppose, sir,
that I can find ten guineas? That sum would sup-
port me for the space of two months?”

« 1 exceedingly regret, sir, that I cannot take a
lower price; it is what I charge all emigrants who
apply to me, and I can assure you that I ask of them
no more than the outlay I have to disburse in prepar-
ing the teeth. The oven must be heated three times
and oftener, for I have frequently to begin the work
over again, before I can succeed to my wish. The
English pay me more than double that price; this
enables me to charge the French more reasonably.”

«I will give you five guineas.”
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« You mistake me, sir,” said M. Detchement, with
some warmth, «if you suppose me capable of thus
overcharging a person in distress. I flatter myself I
do not deserve that you should entertain so unfavour-
able an opinion of me.”

«1 beg pardon; will you, then, take six guineas ?”

« No, sir, there is no bargaining here ; be pleased,
therefore, to apply elsewhere.”

“ Pray be not offended; I will give you the ten
guineas,” muttered the Marquis, with a sigh, “and
shall bring them to you this day week.”

He went away, deploring the necessity of incurring
so heavy an expense.

Comte de met him on the staircase. He owed
M A a grudge in consequence of having had
to allow very high interest for the accommodation he
had received from him.

«I pay you my compliments, my dear Detchement,”
said the Count, as he entered the room; “you have
some excellent customers.”

«] think so too, indeed ; but what can I do? The
poor man wants my assistance, and I even regret
having just now treatdd him with some degree of
rudeness.”

« How so ?”

% Why, he put me out of temper by repeatedly bar-
gaining for a set of teeth; I must own I was wrong,
and I intend, therefore, to make an abatement when
he calls again.”
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“To whom ?”

«To the old man you just met, and whom you are
pleased to call my good customer.”

«“I am quite in earnest, I assure you; he is worth
many thousands. Do you not know him? He is
the Marquis d’A , & miser; a wretch who lends
us money for a short time, and at an exorbitant
interest.”

«“QOh, oh! he has attempted to deceive me; I will
pay him off.”

The Marquis d’ A. called on the appointed day ;
M. Detchement led him to a chair, removed his set
of teeth, which he broke and threw into the fire, fixed
the new set, which fitted admirably well, and fully
answered the expectations of the Marquis, who, with
apparent reluctance, pulled ten guineas out of a dirty
leathern purse, and carefully counted them over.

« Here, sir,” said he, in a pitiful tone, «“is the
money I owe you.”

¢ No, sir, it is only half the sum. Ten guineas was
the price <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>