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The ultrasonics? that we hear about in science are perhaps the nearest
examples, which can give us an idea about the sound that exists without

being heard.

Ahatha the sound that is heard, created the entire music of the world,
through the medium of notes. Like any other form of art, the music of the
world owes its origin to nature. Music was in nature, long prior to man-made
music, like the brilliant colours of flowers and feathers were there long before
the art of painting. : :

All sounds that are produced on this earth have a definite pitch. In
musical sounds the pitch is clear and perceptible. But in other sounds the
pitch is not so easily perceptible. Without natural music, man-made music
would not have come into existence at all. Man’s instinct has always been to
imitate or conquer nature. It is because of this endless struggle that several
inventions and innovationsin various realms of knowledge have taken place.

Talking about the origin of music it would be interesting to quote
Anton Ehrenzweig one of the celebrated phoneticians here. He said, “Itis
not unreasonable to speculate that speech and music should have descended
from a common origin in a primitive language which was neither speaking
nor singing, but something of both. Later this primeval language would have
split into two different branches; music would have retained its articulation
mainly by pitch or scale and duration or rhythm, while language chose its
articulation mainly by tone colour or vowels and consonants.”’®

Music of the world according to our ancient teats is traced from
archika. . single note, gathika... double note..samika triple note, svaran-
thara. .four notes, oudava, five notes. . shadava, . .six notes and sampurna..
all the seven notes. Music of the world did pass through all the seven stages.

Tracing the history of music we can presume that organised music of
the world was confined within four notes. The Vedic chant of ancient India
contained three notes udatta, anudatta and svarita with an occasional effort
to a fourth, ‘

The European system of music owes its origin to the Greeks. The very
word music was borrowed from Greek. The Lyre is one of the oldest instru-
ments. Orpheus of Greek mythology, is famed for having played the lyre to
enchant both mortals and immortals alike. This simple instrument is un-
fretted, having four strings and hence restricted to four notes only.® The

words written to accompany the Iyre, known as lyrics, were also composed t0
four notes.

B Music.of the world, at this stage, was an art that had essentially 2
spiritual basis; regarded as a means of approach to the ultimate reality whose




















