


15 SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FOLK-SONGS OF ORISSA

overlooked that folk-songs are the development of primitive songs to which
all other forms of music owe their origin. Principles do underlie folk-songs,
but they are not rigid and are never thrust in by experts. Folk-music is not
the degraded remnants of ‘cultured music’ or ‘classical music’ as we are
some times told. Its melodies are based on the progressions of underlying

harmonies.

Orissa, on the east coast of central India, forms an interesting geo-
graphical, cultural and historical converging point where cultural influences
from north and south have for centuries intersected. Apart from the much
famed temple art, architecture and other crafts of skill and beauty of Orissan
artisans, what impresses a visitor most in Orissa are the dances and the
music of her people. He hears the songs of the blind-beggars singing in praise
of gods and goddesses, of the peasants ploughing the field, cart-men drawing
the bullock carts to distant places, the cowherds tending the cattle, the
boat-men rowing their boats and the young girls playing, singing and
dancing during moonlit nights on festive occasions. The great variety of
folk-songs with their melodic charm and beauty deeply impress the visitor.
While some of them are the compositions of ancient bards who flourished
three to four centuries ago, the rest are compositions of unknown village
poets, composed in village dialects which though linguistically crude, are
powerful and expressive. The verses of this rural poetry are sung and handed
down through generations. The songs have evolved from the different occu-
pations, ceremonies, festivals and entertainment. They are an expression of
the flesh-and-blood-life of the Oriya villagers with all their desires, passions,
problems, sufferings and joys.

Oriya folk-songs are of different types. Each makes a striking departure
from the other both in form and style. Each is marked for its melodic art
and elaborate grace. Besides some compositions of the foregoing poets, all
other songs are simple and elegant in style. Beginning from joy to sorrow,
they cover the entire gamut of human emotions and experiences, which are
deeper and wider than the emotion and wisdom of a single individual. They
are essentially impersonal and universal in character. Oriya folk-songs can

be brought under certain categories:

Devotional songs
Mythological songs
Festival songs
Community songs
‘Dance-songs
Miscellaneous songs

The Ballad singers



































