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or addition to these instruments. The ancient musicians devoted themselves
not merely to performance but to the manufacture of the instrument as well.
We know the popular story of how Narvahandutta rejected the Veena
immediately after the first stroke saying that same cobwebs in the tumbi
distorted the sound and his criticism provied to be correct.? Research on this
neglected aspect will certainly enrich the instruments apart from their stan-
dardisation and necessary modification according to requirement. Research
on instruments from an historical point of view will have to rely on references
in musical texts, general contemporary literature, careful examination of
paintings, sculpture and other fine arts, epigraphic references, folk lore and
mythology® for arriving at a conlusion. The realm of research in this regard
is practically virgin, but imperative. :

The problem of acoustics apparently comes within the purview of
physics. Physics has so far been strange and also irrelevant to musicians
of the past, but once we are exploiting the latest mechanical devices like
use of microphone, recording apparatus, broadcast in the realm of music,
research in this area can hardly afford to ignore acoustics any more. It is
true that the sound engineers are doing their job but those well versed in
music having an intimate knowledge of the subtle shades of oscillations,
interpretation of articulations microtones, embellishment, accurate sense
of pitch, relative proportion of various instruments in an orchestra, or
accompaniment, can do real justice to the job. Similarly an excellent audi-
torium and its sound arrangement requires deep knowledge of the acous-
tics of music rather than superficial architecture. Research in acoustics of
music from this point of view can serve as a technical guide to the engineers.
Research on vibrations of sound units causing evolution of musical tone,
tunes, their colours by the psychologists Prof. Wordsworth, Mermann,
Helmholtz, M.A. Bijerregward, Chalandus, Wallis, Morloye can serve as
signposts for Indian musicologists.

Applied Music

The very concept of applied music appears strange to the institutions
of music. We have to go beyond sole performances with the moving times,
and exploitation of music in various directions. Background music for drama
and films, sound effect, choral singing, orchestral compositions, folk tunes,
commercial tunes for advertisement with deep undertstanding of human
psychology, music of follk theatre, music direction, will not merely widen
the scope of research and music but also provide more alternative job oppor-
tunities for the musicians. Some stalwarts like Bade Ghulam Ali Khan,
Uday Shanker, Ustad Bismillah Khan, Ustad Ali Akbar, Pt. Ravi Shanker
have already taken a lead in this sphere. The area of applied music for re-
search appears promising both from an academic and practical point of view-

Our materialistic oriented approach confined to the empirical level











