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1. Thinking of this subject, I am reminded of a seminar on
playwriting and play production organized by Bharatiya Natya Sangh
about twenty-four years ago. When, in one of its sessions, it was
suggested that modern Indian playwrights and directors had some-
thing to learn from what was then called folk theatre, a number of
participants ridiculed the idea or were cold and sceptical. They
indignantly asserted that folk theatre might be all right for the
villages, but modern urban theatre originating from Western inspira-
tion could grow only along Western lines. Naturally, the very few
protagonists of traditional theatre present there were regarded as
obscurantist intruders. Today, the wheel seems to have turned full
circle.

2. After more than a century of almost barren attempts at
playwriting and staging after Western models, our theatre seems at
last ready to reject this imitative pursuit and to venture into its own
distinctive, indigenous territory. A new idiom is on the anvil,
affecting all aspects of theatrical activity—dramatic writing, acting,
staging methods, designing, performer-audience relationship. What
appeared to be a fad of some individuals has now in its sweep most
of the theatrically active languages of the country and an overwhel-
ming number of playwrights, directors, performers and groups.

3. Many factors are responsible for this development: lmpa‘ct
of the widespread quest for an Indian identity in all aspects of !xfe
in our country, including the arts, particularly the theatre; a growing
awareness of and dissatisfaction with the imitative nature of our
Past dramatic efforts and the desire to go to our own roots; mcre?s-
ing exposure to our own traditional theatre forms and their amazing
vitality, aesthetic freshness and popularity with people; WOTId‘_’V‘de
disillusionment with realistic theatre and the search for alternatives;
influence of the plays and performances of Bertolt Brecht, and so
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