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India International
Puppetry Festival

Presented I-IS Sept. 1990by Sangeet Natak
Akademi in association with the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations, New Delhi,
the India International Puppetry Festival­
Bharat Vishwa Putnl Samaroh-was the
first Indian exposition of its kind and scale.
The festival involved 28 countries including
12 Indi an groups and featured 69 shows over
15 da ys at six different venues in the Capital.
Select shows from abroad also travelled to
35 towns and cities all over the country.
including 14State Capitals and Union Terri­
tories besides a number of smaller towns.
Associated events in Delhi included Putul ,
an exhibition of puppets (3-24 Sept.) at
Crafts Museum, Pragati Maidan, and a
three-day symposium on International
Trends in Puppetry (3-5 Sept.) at the same
venue.

The major puppetry zones and traditions
worldw ide received a fair measure of repre­
sentation in this international event. The
Ind ian subcontinent and its associated tradi­
tions were represented by 12 Indian groups
practising traditional and modem puppetry
as well as groups from Sri Lanka and
Indonesia. The Far East was represented by
Vietnam, China. Korea. Japan, and the
Philippines, West Asia by Egypt. An Uzbek
troupe represented the USSR. The East
European component incJuded the German
Democratic RepubJic, Bulgaria, Czechoslo­
vakia, and Romania, while the rest of
Europe was represented by Britain, France,
Netherlands , Austria, and Switzerland. The
American continent was represented by
Canada, Brazil, Chile, and Peru . Mali and
Madagascar represented Africa. The pro­
gramme follows:

I Sept.
Inauguration of Festival
(short performances by all participating groups)
6.30 p.m ., Siri Fort Auditorium

2 Sept.
Tolu Bomrnaleta, Andhra Pradesh
11.00 a.m.• Shri Ram Centre

Darpana Puppet Theatre. Ahmedabad
3.00 p.m.• Shri Ram Centre

Seooanp og. Republic of Korea
6.00 &. 7.JO p.m., Sbri Ram Centre

Water Puppet 1bcatre of Hanoi. Vietnam
7.00 &. 9.00 p.m.• Hotel Samrat Swimming Pool

3 Sept.
Inauguration of Putul, an exh.ibition of puppets from
India and other participating countries
1UIO I .m.• Cnfu Museum

Symposium on Interna tional Tren ds in Pu ppetry
Crafts Mu.\Cum (till 5 Sept.)

Puppettheatre Guido van Deth, Netherlands
6.00 & 7.30 p.m.• Shri Ram Centre

Kathput li, Rajasthan
6.00 " 7.30 p.m.• Triveni Chamber Theatre

Water Puppet Theatre of Han oi, Vietnam
7.00 & 9.00 p.m.• Hotel Salmat Swimming Pool

• Sept.
Ishara Puppet Theatre of Dadi Pedumjee , New Delhi
5.00 &: 6.30 p.m.• Shri Ram. Centre

e tropre -n-ure Heese Schtel of Huber Brothers.
Switzerland

6.00 " 1.30 p.m., Triveni Chamber Theatre

Waler Puppet Theatr e of Hanoi. VlCtnam
7.00 & 9.00 p-e-. Hotel Samrat Swimming Pool

5 Sept.
Theatre des Marionette s. Madagascar
6.00 & 1.30 p.m .• Shri Ram Centre

Hachioji Kuruma Ningyo, Japan
6.00 " 1.30 p.m., Triveni Chamber Theatre

Calcutta Puppet Theatre, Calcutta
5.00 &: 7.30 p.m.• Kamani Audit orium
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Uzbe k Puppet theatre: USSR.

6 Sept .
David Smith Marionette s, Canada
6.00 & 7 .30 p.m. , Tri veni Cham ber Thea tre

7 Sept .
Punch and Judy Sho..... by Percy Press, UK
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m., Triveni Chamber Theatre

Sofia Central Puppet Theatre , Bulgaria
6 .00 &: 7.30 p.m., Kamani Audirorium

8 Sept.
Togalu Gombc:ana, Karnataka
11.00 a .m ., Kama ni A uditoriu m

Yahbagana Gombc:ana, Karnata ka
5.00 p.m. , Triveni Cham ber Theatre

Puppet Theatre Erfw1 , Germ an Democratic Republ ic
5.00 & 7.30 p.m., Kamani Aud itorium

9 Sept .
Uzbek Nat ional Puppel Thea tre of Tashk ent . USSR
5.00 & 7.30 p.m .• Sbri Ram Cen tre

10 Sept .
Theatre de L'arc En T err e, France
6.00 & 7.30 p.m ., Shri Ram Centre

Sri Anura Puppetry Troupe , Sri lanka
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m., nco Audi torium
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Wayang Gok k Thea tre , Indonesia
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m. , Kamani Auditorium

11 Sept .
G uinol Puppel Theatre, Chik
6.00 & 7.30 p.m. , Sbri Ram Centre

Hayali Torun Celebi Turk Golge liyatrosu, Turltey
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m., A CCI Auditorium

Mali National Puppel Troupe:, Mali
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m ., Kamani Audilorium

12 Sept .
People's Puppet Theatre , Calcu tta
5.00 & 7.30 p.m., Shri Ram Cerure

Naive Theatre Liberec, Czechoslovakia
6.00 &. 7.30 p.m. , nccr Auditorium

String At tached Puppet 'Theatre , New ZeaLuid
6.00 &. 1.30 p .m., Kamani Audi torium

13 Sept .
Pupilla Puppet Theatre, A ustria
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m., Trivenl Chamber Theatre

Theat re: Kusi Kusi, Peru
6.00 &. 7.30 p.m., Shri Ram Ce mre

Nancbong Puppet Troupe of Sichuan , OLioa
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m., Kamani Auditorium

14 Sept.
Cairo Puppel Theatre , Egypl
6.00 &: 7.JO p.m .• Sbri Ram Centre

Beta Betc &: Cia, Brazil
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m., Kamani Au ditorium

Tearrong Mula. IIg Pilipinas , Pbilippinc:s
6.00 &: 7.30 p.m.• A c el Auditorium

15 Sept.
Tolpava Kootbu, Ke:raJa
11.00 a,m.• Tn veni Cbam~r Theatre

Te atrul Tanda rica , Romania
6.00 &: 7,30 p .m., Kamani Auditorium

Putul, the exhibition of puppe ts from
India and abroad, was entirely planned and
mounted by the Akademi, While it focussed
on traditional and contemporary Indian pUP"'
perry. the exhibition-comprising over 300
objects-had a substantial section of pUP"'
pets from abroad.
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Hayah- Tonm Cclcbi: Turkey.

Indi an shadow puppetry was represented
in the exhibition by Ravana-chhaya puppets
of Orissa, Togalu Gombeatta of Kam ataka ,
Tolpava Koothu of Kerala , and Tolu Bom­
malata of Andhra Pradesh. Marionett es
included the Kathpu tli of Rajasthan, Sakhi
Kund hei of Orissa , Yakshagana Gombeatta
of Karna taka, and BommaJata of Tamil
Nadu. Th e rod and glove sections included
Danger Putul of West Bengal, Kath i Kun­
dhei of Orissa (rod puppets) , Beni Putul of
West Bengal. Pavakathakali of Kerala , and
Gopilee la Kandhei of Orissa (glove pup­
pets) . While these tra ditional puppets main­
ly came from the Akademi's collection, the
contem porary puppets in the exhibition
were mostly loaned by the Calcuna Puppet
Theatre, whose collection incorpor ates the
private collections of the late Madhulal
Master and Chittaprasad of Bombay.
pioneerin g puppeteers of our times. O ther
contributions to the Indian section were
made by the Crafts Museum and the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New
Delhi. The fore ign exhibits came from In­
do nesia , Vietnam , Japan, USSR, Romania,
Mali, Madagascar, Chile, Brazil, England,

France ; Net herlands, Au stria , Switzer land.
Swede n, Canada, Turkey. and New Zea­
land .

Ap art from puppets. the exhibition in­
cluded musical inst ruments used in Indian
puppetry, posters of puppetry expositions,
and books on puppetry. Films on puppetry
from the Akademi 's archive-Chhayanatak
(dir. Jiwan Pani) and Nomad Puppeteer
(dit . Mani Kaul)- as well as some 200 slides
were continuously projected in the display
area. Traditional craftsme n could be seen
making the Rajasth an Kathputli , Pavakatha­
kali glove puppets of Keral a, Togalu Gom­
bea tta shadow puppets of Karnataka , and
Beni marionettes of West Bengal. There
were also shows of Kathputli, Tolu Bomma­
latta and Beni Purul on the premises. Jointly
presented by Ihe Ak ad emi, ICCR, and
Crafts Museum, Putul was designed and
mounted by Suresh Dutta, recipient of the
Akademi Award for puppetry.

The symposium-International Trends in
Puppetry-provided an opportunity to visit­
ing puppeteers and experts to inte ract on the
various techniques and cultural backgrounds
of puppet ry worldwide . Some 40 Indian and
foreign participants attended th e symposium
which included brief presentat ions, lecture­
demonstrat ions, illustra tive talks and round­
table discussions, Th e participants are listed
below with any papers pre sented:

Inwan Participants
K.S. Upadhyaya: ' Puppel Thea tre Tradition of Kamata­
ka ' ; Komal Kot hari: ' Marionettes of Rajastban' : M.
Nagabhusban a Sanna: 'Tolu Bommal atla of Andhra
Pradesh' ; Suresh Duna . ' Puppetry in Bengal (Traditional
and Contemporary)'; Meher Contractor : 'Contemporary
Puppetry in India' ; Dadi Pudum jee: 'Contempora ry
Puppetry in India' ; Venkat Swaminathan: 'Puppetry in
Tamil Nadu' ; B.V.K. Sastry: 'Painting in Puppetry' ;
Ranjana Pande: 'Contemporary Puppe try in India'; G.
venu : 'Puppetry in Kerala' .

Foreign Parocipanrs
Awtria: G.DubeioW§kj GeUhom , puppeteer, Vtt Ma ;
Austrua: A.u:l Axelrad, Secretary General, UP'IIMA,
Canberra; Brazil : Magda Mudesla,~aljoo Brazilde
Teatro Brazil. Bra5ili.1; Bulgaria: Krisimlra pencheva,
Director , Sofia Central Puppe t Theatre , SoCia; Can.da:
David Smith. Associate Professor , Facuhy of Education,
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e Trop/c-n-we Jlcisse SchIel: Swicur/and.

Qu een's Univ ersity. Kingston , Ontario ; China: Ca o
w ane ian . De put y Chairman of the Puppe t and Shadow
Play Society, Sichuan; Chile: Anna Maria Allendes Ossa,
actress and puppe t maker . Santiago ; CzedJos}ou &ia:
Pavel Ketrus, Director , Naive Theatre, Liberec; Fr1Jna::
Messima Shuste r. Theatre de J'A rc-en-Terre , Paris. and
Steiger. Mem ber . UNIMA , Paris; GDR: Rol and Mer­
nits . Director. Puppet Theatre, E rfurt ; Iran: Marzieh
Barou mand Yazdi . write r, designe r, theat re director.
PurPC't Sara Theatre , Tehran ; Illdonesia: Seta Milyadi.
artis t. Jakarta : Japan: Sennosuke Takeda, President ,
Nihon-UNl~1A. T. Onagi and R. Nishikawa, Puppet
Theatre PUK . Tokyo; Madagascar: Baktoarisoa
Georges. Chie f of Dramat ic Arts Service , Ministry of
Culture , Antana narivo; Ma"': Yaya Coulibaly, Artistic
Directo r. Mali National Th eat re; and Bruno Maiga,
Director , National Theatre, B.1mblr.o ; Netherlands: Feli­
cia van Det h , Director. Puppe ttheatre and Museum, Th e
Hague; Newaaland: Nobert Hausberg, Direc tor, String
Auached Pu ppet The atre , and Presidenl, UNL'd A,
Christchurch; Philippines: Ame lia Bo nifacio , University
of Philippines, Ma nila , and Amihan Bonifacio; R omania:
Miche ala Tou rtlza , Director , Teatrul Tandarica ,
Bucharest; Sourb Korea: Sim Woo-Sung, Director ,
Research Ins titute of Korean Folk Drama , Theatrical
Group or Seonangdang, Seoul: Sri lAnka: 1. Ttlahiri ,
Professo r Emeri1US, Universi ty of Co lombo ; Sweden:
Bertil Hertz berg, Script Adviser, and Gunilla Pantzar ,
puppet ma ker and stage designer, Byteatem, Kalmar;
Switzerland: Michael Hu ber , puppeteer , e Trc pfe-n-ufe
Heme Schiel , u estaJ; Thailand: Prof. Onchuma , De:
pa rtment of Drama, ChuJalngkom University, Bang.k.ok ;

Turkey: Ha yali Tu ran Ce lebi, shadow puppet expert,
An kara; UK: Percy Press II , internation al Punch show­
man , London , and John M . Blundall, Director , Cannon
HaU Puppet Th eat re , Birmingham ; USS R: Irina
Lukianova, Head , Department of Liter ature and
Museum Puppetry, Tashkent Theatrical and Art Insti­
tut e, Tashkent; Vie tnam: Nguyen Hoy Hong, President ,
UNIMA , Hanoi, and Vgo Ql.lynh Eisa , Member , Execa ­
live Com mittee UNIMA, Hanoi.




