


























10 ' SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI

one four channel “PYE” mixer were obtained on loan from All
India Radio through the courtesy of Director General, All India
Radio ; Dr. Narayana Menon.

The Recording Studio was commissioned for regular recording
from 16th July, 1966.

Studio has been utilized both for the Akademi’s own programme
of recording classical and folk music and for other cultural
institutions.

The Recording Studio has thus fulfilled a long-standing
requirement of the Akademi.

Museum

The Museum of Musical Instruments continued to be a
major attraction for visitors to the Akademi. The Harpsichord
presented by the West German Government and Max Muellar Bhavan
was the chief new addition. A set of miniature instruments from
Thailand typical of the area, were also gifted to the Akademi. It is
necessary to make some arrangment for greater accommodation of
items to house the growing collection of the Museum.

Financial Assistance to Institutions

In the annual report for 1965-66 it was reported that the
Ministry of Education, Govt. of India had decided to disburse with
effect from 1966-67 financial assistance direct to the institutions work-
ing in the fields of music, dance and drama on the Akademi’s
recommendation. The General Council of the Akademi considered
the matter and suggested that the grants should continue to be
disbursed by the Akademi as heretofore. This recommendation
was accepted by the Govt. of India and grants for 1966-67 were
disbursed by the Akademi.

The list of institutions sanctioned grants during 1966-67, the
amount of the grants sanctioned and the purpose of the grant will be
found in Appendix. 111

Publications

The amount of financial assistance for publications disbursed
during the year totalled Rs. 17,555.
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Activities of the Akademi

Recitals and concerts

19th April, 1966

Shri Dilip Kumar Roy, a Fellow of the Akademi was presented
in a recital of devotional music at Rabindra Bhavan. On this
occasion the Sanad conferring the Fellowship of the Akademi was also
presented to Sri Roy.

4th May, 1966

On the occasion of exchange of musical instruments between
thc Akademi and Max Mueller Bhawan, the Akademi arranged a
brief concert of Harpsichord music by the Director of Max-Mueller
Bhavan, H. J. Koellreutter and Sri Amjad Ali on the Sarod.

15th May 1966

To mark the Birth Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindra Nath
Tagore, the Akademi presented an open-air programme of recorded
Tagore songs by Smt. Sahana Devi.

25th May, 1966

The Akademi held a programme of authentic field recordings
from North-East Hill regions Ladakh, Jammu, Kashmir, Himachal,
Chamba, Kulu, Terai, U. P.. Jaunsar, Assam, Tripura and Naga-
land in the open-air on the lawns of Rabindra Bhavan to an invited
audience.

19th and 20th July, 1966

The Akademi screened two films loaned by the British Infor-
mation Services (1) ‘Overture and Beginners’ and (2) ‘Commonwealth
Festival 1965” for the participants of the Round Table on Folk Arts
and students and staff of the National School of Drama.

Sth August. 1966

In the series of programmes devised on varied traditional Folk
Theatre forms of India, the Akademi presented Khayal by an authen-
tic group of Western Rajasthan. The musicians and actors rendered
excerpts from a number of Khayals.

17th August, 1966
The Akademi presnted a programme at Sapru House exclu-
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20th May, 1966

A two-week Choreographer’s Workshop was started at the
Akademi and conducted by the outstanding Rumanian choreo-
grapher, Mr. Peter Bodeut who was in India for about 3 months
as a guest of the Govt. of India. Some 15 Indian choreographers and
20 dancers attended the workshop, apart from about 25 observers.
The workshop was organised to determine the approach to the
adaptation of folk dances for modern urban audiences.

19th and 20th July, 1966

The Akademi convened a Round-Table on Folk-Arts. Some
30 scholars and field workers from all over the country participated.
The Round-Table was intended for assessing the existing situation in
regard to survey, research and documentation in the fields of music,
dance and drama.

18th-20th March, 1967

The Sangeet Natak Akademi in collaboration of the Lalit Kala
Akademi Organised a three-day programme entitled “Geet Govind
Celebration”. A Seminar on music, dance and painting was
organised to bring out the importance of the Geet Govind on the arts.
Musicologists, dance historians, dancers and art-critics from all over
the country participated in the Seminar. An Exhibition of Geet-
Govind paintings was also held on this occasion.

Lecture Demonstrations
21st April, 1966

At an informal gathering at the Akademi the two distinguished
Soviet Composers Mr. S. M. Mshvelidze and Mr. E. L. Lazarev
gave a lecture on Soviet Music and played excerpts from their
compositions for an invited audience.

24th April, 1966

The Akademi invited Dr. Tran Van Khe, a leading authority
on Vietnamese music and a member of the Executive Committee of
the International Music Council, Unesco to give an illustrated talk
on “The Inter-Relations of Indian and Vietnamese Music” at
Rabindra Bhavan.

6th May, 1966

The Akademi invited Pandit Balkrisnabuwa Kapileswari to
give an illustrated talk on “Sruti In Indian Music”.
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she remarked that their preservation documentation and revitalisa-
tion is an urgent task to be attended to.

The Conference discussed various projects and proposols con-
tained in the Report submitted by the Secretary. After a detailed
discussion of the issues and problems connected with the development
of the arts the Conference made the following recommendations and
suggestions.

1. In order to promote the three arts of music, dance and
drama the State Akademis require larger funds than available at
present. Further; in order to plan and maintain the continuity of
programmes, such grants need to be assured over a period of years.
This Conference recommends that each State Akademi be assured
of such a minimum grant over a definite period.

2. To foster talent amonger artistes who must inevitably
replace the front-rank artistes of today, the Conference recommeds
that State Akademis conduct competitions on a wide scale annually
and arrange for the higher training of such artistes as reveal talent
capable of further flowering.

3. The Conference recommends that the documentation and
survey of folk arts be conducted in a systematic and scientific manner
and that the Sangeet Natak Akademi set up a Central Unit which
should function in collaboration with State Akademis.

4. Recognising the need for promoting theatrical training in
the regional languages, the Conference recommends that each State
should have a School of Drama and also that adequate funds be
made available to such existing institutions in each State, while new
institutions be established where none exist at present.

5. Tagore Theatres in each State require to be properly geared

* to serve the needs of theatre in the region, the Conference therefore

. recommends that each Tagore theatre have a repertory company
attached with funds provided by the State and Central Governments
for its maintenance. The Conference further recommends that the
Tagore theatres should have impresario units and also arrangements
for short-term training courses. -
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adopt a liberal policy to help encourage the arts. It emphasises the
need for a uniform policy throughout the country as for Entertain-
ment Tax. It further recommends that the Sangeet Natak Akademi
go into the details of the various Laws and regulations pertaining to
the matter in the various States, to collect all such information for
further discussion at its next meeting.

National School of Drama & Asian Theatre Institute
The Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committee of the School as on 3lst March,
1967 consisted of :

Shri Ashok Mitra—Chairman

Shri Mohan Rakesh

Shri Sombhu Mitra

Shri J. C. Mathur

Prof. Frank Thakurdas

Shri Jagat Murari

Shri I. L. Dass

Secretary, Sangeet Natak Akademi

Director, National School of Drama

Regional Representation of Students

At the comencement of the academic year there were 14 new
students in all. Of these 10 were holders of the School Scholarship,
one scholar each from the Govt. of India, Mysore State Academy
and J. & K. Academy ; in addition one was studying at his own
expense.

The regional representation was as follows :

Andhra Pradesh
Assam

Bengal

Dethi

J&K

Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Mysore

el B NG T U T N

All the 10 students who appeared for the Final Diploma
Examination were declared successful. Three of them specialised
in Production. One in School Dramatics and Six in acting.
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