





























10 SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI

as instruments, puppets, masks, costumes, old discs and manuscripts
etc. are being procured. During the year apart from instruments
some leather puppets and masks were procured.

Recording Studio

The Akademi has now got a fully equipped Recording Studio,
which was commissioned for the regular recording of programmes in
July, 1966. The Recording Studio has greatly helped in expanding
and systematising the Akademi’s recording programme of classical
and traditional music. Recording facilities are also made available
to cultural institutions and individual artistes at a nominal charge of
Rs. 30 per hour. In addition, facilities are also offered for dubbing
tape music to provide copies to music institutions. Large numbers
of individuals and institutions are benefitting from these facilities
available in the Akademi,

Apart from the Akademi’s regular programme of recording
classical music, during the year under review, folk, tribal and theatre
music was also recorded and added to the Akademi’s tape music
library. The Akademi has been sponsoring rare and distinctive
forms of music, dance and drama from different regions for
presentation and in all such cases the music has been systematically
recorded.

During the year under review. the important recordings made
were :

Recording of the Shri Tyagaraj Celebrations Music Programme.

Wahid Hussain Khan —— Vocal Music

Amir Hussain — Tabla

Bhola Nath Bhat — Vocal Music

A. Dagar — Veena

Nautanki Theatre Music

Chhau Dance Music (Orissa style)

Ustad Amir Khan —— Vocal Classical

Recording of Sri Tyagaraja Celebrations (Music Recitals at

Madras.)

10. K.S. Venkatramiah —- Violin

11. Folk Dance Music

12, Folk Dance Music (Talkatora Garden Republic Day Dance
Troupes.)

13. Krishnattam Dance Music

CoeNaudhwn e~
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Institutions and research scholars have been encouraged to
obtain copies of classical and folk music from the Akademi’s
collection. These have helped in wider dissemination and appreciat-
ion of the music. During the year, a number of institutions and
music Departments, in India and abroad, benefited from this.

Recordings of Dramatic Scenes

In pursuance of the decision of the Executive Board, the
Akademi during the year, recorded for a duration of approximately 2
hours, Shri Sombhu Mitra and Smt. Tripati Mitra, in important
dramatic scenes from their famous plays. It is planned to record
eminent actors in different Indian languages for the Akademi
archives,

Financial Assistance To Institutions

During the year 1967-68 the Akademi continued financial
assistance to institutions working in the field of music, dance and
drama. The list of institutions to which grants have been sanctioned
during 1967-68 together with the amounts and the purposes for which
it was sanctioned will be found in Appendix IIL.

In addition a sum of Rs. 10,000 was also disbursed in deser-
ving cases out of the discretionary grant placed at the disposal of the
Vice-Chairman. The grants were released for exchange of musicians
and musicologists from one region to another to promote mutual
contact and understanding; to one Hindi playwright and one
Kannada playwright for visiting Calcutta and Bhubaneswar to study
the latest trends of theatre activity in these regions and to establish
personal contacts with their counterparts in these places ; documenta-
tion of Marathi and Kannada theatre; for the staging of Bengali plays
of Bohurupee by A.P. Federation, Hyderabad, and other allied
purposes.

Publications

A major activity of the Akademi is to encourage the publication
of literature on music, dance and drama in all Indian languages.
Such publications are either brought out by the Akademi or
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Other expenses :

Delhi concerts Rs. 11,120.53
Music competition at Delhi Rs. 515.75
Purchase of Kriti Mani Malai and

Spiritual Heritage of Tyagaraja Rs. 3,564.50

Rs. 15,200.78

The celebrations evoked great interest all over the country
and a noteworthy feature of the celebrations was that large North
Indian audiences attended these celebrations and enjoyed the recital
of the kritis by eminent musicians.

The State Akademis and other participating institutions showed
great enthusiasm in the celebrations. Eminent artistes participated at
various centres as their humble tribute to the great saint-composer,
The Secretary of the Akademi and other officers were present during
the celebrations at most of the centres which were widely reported in
the English and the Language press.

The Central Sangeet Natak Akademi prepared a special photo-
graphic exhibition on the life and work of Shri Tyagaraja which was
held in Delhi and other centres such as Lucknow, Hyderabad,
Madras and Bangalore.

The most significant event of the celebrations was that the
Annual Music Conference of the Music Academy, Madras, was this
year devoted entirely to the Centenary Celebrations of Shri Tyagaraja
and for 10 days kritis were sung to mass audiences and several
sessions of discussions and demonstrations on the life and works of
Shri Tyagaraja were held.

As part of the Celebrations, copies of the Spiritual Heritage of
Tyagaraja (Ramakrishna Mission, Madras) and Kritimani Malai
(Vols. I and 1I) by Rangaramanuja Iyengar have been purchased for
free distribution to various Akademis and Universities.

The Sangeet Natak Akademi brought out a special number of
its journal ‘Sangeet Natak-6’ devoted to Shri Tyagaraja carrying
the papers etc., read during the Seminar.
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The Akademi is also preparing 200 select kritis of Shri
Tyagaraja in Devnagari script in Bhatkhande notation in four
volumes, publishing 50 &ritis in each volume,

Delhi

1. The inaugural function was held in Delhi from 15th May,
1967 to 17th May, 1967 under the Chairmanship of Shri T.L.
Venkatarama Aiyar. The artistes who took part were Smt.
Rajalakshmi Jagannarayanan (Vocal), Smt. M.L. Vasanta Kumari
(Vocal), Shri S. Balachander (Veena), and Embar Shri Vijayaragha-
vachariar (Harikatha Kalakshepam).

2. Besides the concerts, a symposium on the life and works of
Shri Tyagaraja was held. Papers were read by Prof. P. Sambamoor-
thy, Prof. N.S. Ramachandran, Prof. S. Srinivasa Rao, Shri T.S.
Parthasarathy, Shri T.L. Venkatarama Aiyar and Dr. V.K. Narayana
Menon was the Chairman for the symposia. The papers read in
the symposia have been published in the special Tyagaraja volume
of Sangeet Natak-6 (October-December, 1967).

3. As part of the celebrations an exhibition of photographs,
books and manusecripts relating to Shri Tyagaraja was also arranged.
The photographs, taken specially for the occasion by the Technical
Officer of the Akademi, covered the birth-place of the saint,
Tiruvayyaru, his pilgrimage, manuscripts with Saurashtra Sabha
(Madurai) etc. On exhibition were some rare books and manu-
scripts, loaned for this exhibition by Dr. V. Raghavan, Prof. P.
Sambamoorthy and Shri T.S. Parthasarathy.

4. A competition of Shri Tyagaraja’s compositions for young
artistes was arranged at the Akademi from lst to 4th May, 1968.
The competitions were confined to residents of Delhi. There were
two groups—senior (between the ages of 15 to 25 years) and junior
(below 15 years). In all there were about 40 participants and
prizes were awarded in vocal, veena, and violin. Prof. N.S. Rama-
chandran, Shri V.V. Sadagopan and Shri Emani Shankara Shastry
acted as judges.

Hyderabad
1. The Celebrations were held from 27.8.1967, at Hyderabad,
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in collaboration with Andhra Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi.
They were inaugurated by Shri K. Brahmananda Reddy, Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh and presided over by Shri O. Pulla
Reddy, Vice-Chancellor, Agricultural University, Hyderabad. Con-
certs by Smt. M.L. Vasanta Kumari, Shri Nedunuri Krishnamurty
{Vocal), Shri Vasa Krishnamurty (Veena), Shri Voleti Venkateswa-
rulu (Vocal), and Shri M. Sadasiva Shastry (Harikatha Kalakshepam)
were arranged. lllustrated talks by Prof. P. Sambamoorthy, Shri
P. Ramachandra Rao, Shri M.S. Balasubramanya Sharma, and
Shri N. Ch. Satyanarayana formed an important part of the cele-
brations.

2. The Exhibition of photographs sent by the Akademi was
Iso arranged.

3. The film ‘Tyagaraja’ (Telugu) with V. Nagayya in the
title role was exhibited.

4. The Andhra Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi, published
a special volume of its journal Natya Kala on thisoccasion.

Bangalore

1. The Celebrations were held on the 16th and 17th Sept.
1967 at Vidhana Soudha by the Mysore State Sangeetha Nataka
Academy, in collaboration with the Sangeet Natak Akademi,

New Delhi.

The State Governor, Shri G. S. Pathak, inaugurated the
Celebrations and opened the photographic exhibition. Shri S.R.
Kanthi, Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Government
of Mysore, presided. The Celebrations commenced with the cele-
brated gurustuti composed by Shri Walajapet Vcnkataramana
Bhagavatar. The eight verses were in raga malika by Smt. G.R.

Jaya.

2. The climax of the first day’s function was the gostigana
of the Pancharatna Kritis of Shri Tyagaraja by the recipients of the
Award of the Academy for Karnatic Music.

3. The second day’s function commenced with a symposium
on the several aspects of the life and works of Shri Tyagaraja.
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Madras

The 4lst Conference of the Music Academy, Madras, was
conducted as a Tyagaraja Bicentecnary Conference in collaboration
with the Central Sangeet Natak Akademi.

1. The Conference was opened on 20th December, 1967 by
Dr. B. Gopala Reddy, Governor of U.P. Shri T.L. Venkatarama
Iyer, President of the Madras Music Academy, in his address refer-
red to the many-sided contributions of Snri Tyagaraja and the
appropriateness of celebrating the 41st Conference as a Tyagaraja
Bi-Centenary Conference. Dr. H.W. Tambiah, Judge of the Supreme
Court of Ceylon, spoke giving the greetings of the lovers of Kar-
natak Music and Shri Tyagaraja in Ceylon.

After the address, there was a most impressive rendering of
the five major compositions of Shri Tyagaraja called Pancharatnas
by five outstanding musicians.

2. From 2lIst December, 1967 to lst January, 1968, there
were concerts and instrumental recitals, numbering on the whole
forty-six. The musicians rendered only the compositions of Shri
Tyagaraja. In addition, there were three dance recitals. In the
third recital, Smt. Kamala and party presented the opera, Nauka
Charitam, of Shri Tyagaraja.

3. In the mornings there were sittings of the Experts’ Com-
mittee of the Academy im which musicians, musicologists and
scholars and representatives of the three schools of Shri Tyagaraja’s
sishyaparampara, participated.

In a special series of talks by representatives from Telugu,
Kannada and Malayalam areas, information about the history of
the spread of Shri Tyagaraja kritis was presented.

Shri Tyagaraja’s songs which form a substantial contribution
to the literature of Bhakti tradition were also included in the
performances of two harikathas.

On the last day of the Conference, there was a programme of
traditional bhajan compositions called Divyanama Sankirtanas and
Utsava Sampradaya Kirtanas.






























