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Preamble 

The Sangeet Natak Akademi is observing 1981 as its Silver Jubi
lee Year. Over the years, the Akademi has tried to serve the cause 
of the Performing Arts through a variety of programmes and acti
vities which have been reported from time to time in its Annual 
Reports. Of late, particularly with the beginning of the tenure of the 
present Chairman, the Akademi, with a view to be in line with 
the changes taking place all over the country, has modified its policy 
and is now carrying out its programmes under the following heads: 
(I) Scientific documentation of all forms of music, dance and the
atre parti cularly the forms and genres which are fading out due to 
the rapid socio-economic developments. (2) Identification of and 

sustaining talent in the sphere of music, dance and drama through a 
programme of scholarships, fellowships and grants at urban as well 
as tribal and rural levels. Through the scheme of preservation and 
promotion of rare forms, the Akademi has been able to sustain many 
old forms of music and dance ranging from Kudiyattam, Mudiyettu, 
Been, Panchamukh Vadya. older forms of Dhrupad and so on. 
(3) The identification of forms of music, dance and the theatre arts 
which ha ve been an inspiring and aesthetically sustaining force in 
I.ndian Society. The Akademi, with the help of regional 
Akademis has organised a chain of festivals all over the 
country. (4) In the fields of Puppetry and Theatre, activities like 
Festivals of Puppetry and award of Fellowships to young theatre 
workers has been instituted with a view to ensure that innovation 

and creativity is recognised , fostered and encouraged in all its mani
fold diversity of approaches, and individual attitudes a t all levels of 

Society. 
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Tile Akademi organised a Contemporary Theatre Festival in 
Delhi in April, 1980 comprising (i) "Madhyama Vyayoga" (Sanskrit) 

by Thiruvarang (Trivandrum), based on the traditional Kudiyattam 
and Kathakali styles prevalent in Kerala and (ii) Laigee Machasigna 
(Manipuri) by Kalakshetra (Imphal), based on the tribal songs and 
dances of I\1anipur State. 

Under the scheme of 'Development of Tribal Culture' two festi
vals namely Festival 01 Tribal Arts of Dangis at Ahwa (Gujarat) 
and Festival of Tribal Arts of lVfanipur at Awangkhul are proposed 

to be held in April and May 1981. 

Under the scheme of ' Preservation and Promotion of Puppetry' 

the Akademi organised training programmes in (1) String Puppets 
of Orissa, (2) Rod Puppets of West Bengal, and (3) Shadow Theatre 
of Karnataka and Kerala. 

Besides, with a view to encouraging exchange of ideas and 
stimulating public interest in Contemporary Puppet Theatre th ~ 
Akaclcmi held a 5-day Festival of Contemporary Puppet Theatre in 
January 1981 when the following Puppet Theatre Groups presented 
their productions: Darpana Academy (Ahmedabad), Community 
Puppet Theatre (Udaipur), Youth Puppet Theatre (Calcutta), Bhara

tiya Lok Kala MandaI (Udaipur), Mahipat Kavi and Party 
(Ahmedabad), Little Puppet Theatre (Calcutta) and Sutradhar 
Puppet Theatre and Nataranjan Puppet Theatre, New Delhi. 

Under the scheme of music festivals, which was transferred to 

the Akademi in February/March 1980, along with a budget provision 
amounting to Rs. I lakh, a grant of Rs. 20,000 each was given to the 
following five State Akademis/institutions for organising/conducting 
t lIese festivals: (i) /terala Sangeeta Nataka Akademi, Trichur for organi

sing festival of tribal, folk and rare traditional performing arts at 
Todupuza in March 1981, (ii) Himachal Kala Sansktiti Bhasa Akadcmi, 

Simla for organising folk, tribal festivals in March 1981 at Simla, (iii) 
Sur Singar Samsad, Brnnbay for holding Kal-ke·Kalakar festival in 
December 1980 at Bombay by young and less-known performing arti-
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stes, (iv) SPIG MAGAr, Delhi for organising music festivals at Delhi 

in January/February 1981 including performances by young and 
promising artis tes and (v) Institute of Kannada Studies, Mysore for put
ting up a festival of tribal/folk and traditional performing arts at 

Srirangapatna on 28-29 March 1981. This last festival was docu
mented by the Sangeet Natak Akademi Documentation unit in the 
form of ta pe-recordings, B/W photogra phs and colour slides. At this 
festival the following forms of performing arts were presented: Neel
angara (Folk song)/Devara Saliga Mela ofDholu Kunita, Srikrishna
parijata, Garavara Kunita, Kinnarijogi Mela, Simha Dance, Datti 
Kunita, Palkulu Dance, Kolata Dance, Aasadi Mela, Pata Kunita, 
Besu Kandale, Devaru Kaly Mela, Pusavantara Kunita, Huttari 
Kunita, Jade Kunita, Veeragase, Antika Pantike and Somana 
Kunita. 

The Akademi organised a cultural programme based on Rama
yana organised by the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, from 8 to 10 

January 1981 when the following performances were presented: 

'Ramleela' by Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra, 'Purulia Chhau' (of 

West Bengal), 'Tholpava-Koothu' (the traditional shadow theatre of 

Kerala) and 'Ramayana', a dance-drama by Ranga-Sri Little 
Ballet Troupe, Gwalior. 

The Akademi organised a three day workshop of Greek and 
Indian Folk Music in Delhi from 25 to 27 March 1981. Musicians 
and singers from both countries demonstrated their art and studied 
each others' instruments, methods of voice-production, training and 
other details in a n informal atmosphere. On behalf of the Sangeet 
Natak Akademi 22 folk musical instruments of India were gifLed to 
the Greek Musicians and a few mOl'e are in the process of being pro
cured for presenting as gins to the Cretan Museum of Greece. 

\Vith a view to supporting and sustaining the creative processes 

and energies of the young theatre workers towards building a nation
wide theatre movement, indigenous in character and firmly rooted 
in the Indian soil both in inspiration and outlook, the Akademi gave 

Fellowships of the value of Rs. 500 to 7 competent, experienced and 
talented thea tre workers, directors and pIa ywrights. 
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The Akademi implements a project of 'Inter-State Exchange of 
theatre experts' which aims at enabling theatre workers of one langu

age region to visit other language areas for the purpose of acquaint
ing themsC'lves with the theatrical activities of their counterparts so 
that exchange of ideas and cultural integration is promoted. During 

the year under report three groups of experts were given financial 

assistance to visit other language areas. 

The Akademi continued to give financial assistance to selected 

institutions and State Akademi working in the fields of music, dance 
and drama and released a sum of Rs.6,14,0001- under Non-Plan and 
Rs. 2,43,676.25 under Plan Schemes during the year. 

Under the scheme entitled 'Inter-State Exchange of Cultural 
Troupes' which was transferred to the Akademi recently by the Minis
try of Education and Culture, troupes from 16 states visited 19 states 
under this scheme. On these visits a sum of Rs. 6,GO,COO approxi

mately was spent out of which Rs. 5,06,900 was released last year 
z.nd the balance is being released during the current financial year. 

Under its programme of assisting journals and periodicals in the 
fields of the performing arts, the Akademi during the year 1980-81, 

sanctioned publication grant amounting to Rs. 80,000 approximately. 
On its own also the Akademi has brought out 3 publications namely: 
(i) Kariala-Folk Theatre of Himachal Pradesh by S.S.S. Thakur, (ii) 
Malushahi Ballad of Kumaon by Mohan Upreti and (iii) Rasleela 

Tatha Rasnukaran Vikas by Dr. Basant Yamdagni. 

The following publications have been cleared for~publication and 
are in the Press: i) Who's Who of Indian Musicians-2nd Edition, (ii) 
Pushti Sangeet Prakash by B.P. Bhatt, (iii) Evolution of Khyal by 
Prof. M.\'. Dhond, (iv) Muthuswami Dikshit Sangrah and (v) 
Himachal Ke Lok Geet by Keshav Anand. 

During the year ]980-81 the Akademi organised a Dhrupad Mela 
at Brindaban, a Bhakti Sangeet Festival at Somnath, and as stated 

before, a festival of Contemporary Puppets and the Ramayana Festival 

in Delhi for the Sahiyta Akademi. The Documentation Unit of the 
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Sangeet ~a tak Akademi covered all these programmes through sound 

recordings, B & W photographs and colour slides. Where and to the 
extent possible these festivals were also filmed. 

The Akademi documented a number of other festivals also, inclu
ding performances of certain foreign troupes like the National Dance 
Group of Cuba, Azerbaijan Puppet Theatre, and th.'! State Folk Song & 
Dance Company of Sofia, (Bulgaria ) . The workshop on Folk Music 
organised by the Akademi in which Greek and Indian musicians parti
cipated, was also documented. Some of the other programmes docu
mented include Bharatanatyam demonstrations by Shri T.P. Kuppiah 
PilIai, Smt. Leela Ramanathan, Smt. Usha Narayanan and Srnt. 

Kalanidhi Narayanan; Thyagesha Kuravanji by Smt. P.R. Thilangam; 
Mohiniattam dance-demonstration by Smt. Bharati Shivaji; Kuchipudi
style temple-dance by Smt. Ush:l Datar, besides a performance by 
Dr. (Sml. ) Sumati Muta tkar, Fellow of the Akademi. A number of 

outstanding performing artists wer also recorded for Akademi's 

Archives. 

The Akademi, with the advice and suggestions of Rare Forms 
Committee has identified the following forms as rare & languishing: 
Kudiyattam, Ravanchhaya . Dhrupad, Chamadyacha Bahulye, Kalasutri 

Bahulye, Ranmaley and Aribapala. These forms are given sustenance 
through studen t training programmes and performance gran ts. 

As in the past year, the Akademi organisd a Dhrupad Mela 
in Brindaban under the direction of Dr. Prem Lata Sl:larma. 

For its Archives the Akacl emi has imported an Eclair 16 mm movie 
camera and colour video casse tte recorder (Sony 3/4" ) \vith cameras 
to go with these recorders besides an editing and mixing umt. The 
video equipment is being put up to use shortly. For all these important 

and sophisticat~d electronic eq uipmen t, the Akademi has spent 
Rs. 13,55,577/- which includes a custom duty of Rs. 8,22,971 /-. 

During the year under report the Akademi added to its Archival 

collection through its documentation work 248 hours of music, 2276 
black & white ph0tographs, 1000 clour slides and 15050.ft. of 16 mm 
colour films of the various performing arts. 
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The Disc Library and Books and Periodicals section of the 
Akadrmi continued to grow during the year. During this period 395 
Discs of Indian and World music were added to the Library. This 
includes 128 discs received from various Foreign Embassies, Unesco and 
Cultural and l\1usic Organisations of other countries. 

For its Museum the Akademi acquired 44 pieces of rare and tradi. 
ditional shadow Puppets of Andhra Style and gifted 23 Folk musical 
instruments to the Greek Musicians Delegation who participated in ts 
Workshop of Greek & Indian Folk Music. 



Contemporary Sanskrit Play'Madhyama Vyayoga'presented by the Akademl. 

Contemporary Manipuri Theatre' Laigee Machasigna'. 



Rasia Singing - Barsana Village (Uttar-Pradesh}:Documented for Archives. 

Pandvani of Madhya Pradesh. 



Nishi Tribal Dance of Arunachal Pradesh 
Khampti Mask Dance of Arunachal Pradesh 



Dhrupad Mela - 1980. Pandit Ram Chatur Malik and Group. 

Lecture Demonstration by Guru T. KuPPiah Pillai. 



Awards Festival - 1980. Awardee Sri Chimanal Naik in Bhavai 

Awards Festival - 1980. Shri Tanjavur K. P. Sivanandam 



Awards Festival. 1980. 'Prahalad Nataka' featuring Awardee Raghunath SatapathY. 

Awards Festival· 1980. Manipuri Dance by Awardee Thouranishabi Devi and Group 



Awards Festival - 1980. Sattriya Dance by Awardee Raseshwar Saikia Bavan. 

Tribal Dance 'Madhya Pradesh' choreographed by Sheikh Gulab. 



Awards Festival· 1980. Tribal Dance of Madhya Pradesh Organised by Sheikh Gulab 

Awards Festival· 1980. Contemporary Manipuri Dance Choreographed 
by Shri R.K. Priyagopal Sana. 



Awards Festival· 1980. Contemporary Manipuri Dance presented by Shri R.I<. Priyagopal Sana, 

Awards Festival · 1980. 'Football' by Awardee Rudraprasad Sengupta, 



Awards Festival - 1980. "Football" by Awardee Rudraprasad Sengupta 

Tholpava-Koothu (Kerala). Presented by Awardee Shri Krishnan Kutty pulavar 



Awards Festival - 1980. Tholpava Koothu (Kerala) 
presented by Awardee Shri Krishnan Kutty pulavar 

Contemporary Puppet Theatre Festival - 1980: 'Arne Nane Bal" by Darpana. 



One of the 'Rare Forms' presented by the Akademi. Ranmaley of Goa. 

Workshop of Greek and Indian Folk Music organised by the Akademi. 
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Tributes 

During the year the world of performing a rts lost a number of 
outstanding artistes and distinguished scholars. Foremost among 
those who passed away were: Shri Rai Kishan Das, art critic, musi
cologist and man of letters; Chenganoor Raman Pillai, Akademi 

Award Winner 1963; Shri Gajanan Thakur, noted Dhrupad Guru of 
Bhavnagar; Guru Kunchu Nair, Kathakali Guru; Pymkulam Rama 
Chakyar, performing artiste of Kudiyattam and Head of the Depart
ment, Kudiyattam, Kerala Kalamandalm, Cheruthuruthy; Alathur Sri 

Srinivasa lyer, Akademi Award Winner 1968; Shri Natesha Tham
biran, Akademi Award 'Winner 1971 and Guru Kh. Gulabi Singh, 

Senior Guru, Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal. 

The Akaoemi pays its homage to their memory. 

Organisational Set-up 

The Sangeet Natak Akademi is a national institution set up by 
the Government of India in 1953 for the promotion of peforming 
arts. It is registered under the Societies Registration, Act 1860 and 

functions as an autonomous organisation. 

The management of the Akademi IS vested in t he General 

Council. The general superintendence, direction and control of the 
affairs of the Akademi vest in the Executive Board which is in 
fact the governing body of the Akademi. The Chairman 
of the Akademi is the administrative head of the Akademi. 
Its principal executive officer is the Secretary, who is assisted 
by four Assistant Secretaries, one Special Officer (Documenta

tion) and a Finance and Accounts Officer besides other officers 

and staff. The Finance Committee of which the Financial Ad
viser in the Ministry of Education and Culture is the ex-officio Chair

man, assists the Executive Board in financial matters. The Akademi 

runs and fully finances with funds given by the Govt., two institu

tions, Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal and 
Kathak Kendra, New Delhi. 
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The objectives of the Akademi, the powers and functions of the 
General Council, the Executive Board and the Finance Ccmmittee 
are set out in the Memorandum of Association. The Akademi acts 
a t the national level for the promotion and fostering of the perform

ing arts, classical, traditional and contemporary in all their richess 
and variety, in the maintenance of standards of training, in giving 

recognition to outstanding artists and for reviving, preserving and 
documenting such forms of music, dance and drama as are in danger 
of extinction. 

The list of the General Council members as on 31 March 19812~ 

will be found in Appendix I. 

Executive Board 

Smt. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 
Dr. (Mrs.) Kapila Vatsyayan 

Shri J.A. Kalyanakrishnan 
Shri J.J. Bhabha 

Shri Tarun Roy 
Shri Devi Lal Samar 
Shri K.V. Gopalaswamy 

Shri Vijay D. Tendulkar 

Dr. UVfiss) Prem Lata Sharma 

Shri Bansi Lal Kaul 
Dr. H.K. Ranganath 
Smt. Mrinalini Sarabhai 

Stnt. E.N. Shullai 
Prof. E. Nilakanta Singh 
Shri. H.S. Jassal 
Prof. Madurai S. Somasundaram 
Vacant 

Finance Committee 

Shri J.A. Kalyanakrishnan 
Shri K.V. Gopalaswamy 
Shri Tarun Roy 
Shri B.V.K. Sastry 

Shri J . .1. Bhabha 

--Chairman 
-Vice-Chairman 
--Financial Adviser 
-Member 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

-Chairman 
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Officers of the Akademi 

The Officers of the Akademi as on 31 March 1981 : 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 
Financial Adviser 

Secretary 

Smt. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 
Dr. (Smt.) Kapila Vatsyayan 
Shri J.A. Kalyanakrishnan 

Shri A.N. Dhawan 

Meetings 

11 

During the year the General Council met once. in November. 

1980. 

2. The Executive Board of the Akademi met twice during the 

year on August 12, 1980 and November 25. 1980 at New Deihi. 

3. The Finance Committee met twice during the year on 

June 3, 1980 and November 15. 1980. 

4. The Grants Committee of the Akademi met once on July 

28 and 29. 1980. 

5. The Publication Committee of the Akademi met once on 

July 27, 1980. 

6. The following Advisory Committees of the Akadcmi met on 
the dates indicated against each: 

1) Folk Arts Committee - 3-5-1980 

2) Rare Forms Committee - 7-6-1980 

3) Children Cell Committee - 25-7-1980 

4) Assistance to Young - 31-10-1980 
Theatre-Workers. 

7. Sub-Committee for celebrating the Birth Centenary of Guru 
Amubi Singh met on November 26, 1980. 
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8. The Sub-Committee to -review the criteria for grants to Cul

tural Institutions met once on January 30, 1981. 

Fellowships and Akademi Awards 1980 

The General Council of the Sangeet Natak Akademi at its meet
ing held on 26 November 198) selected O'lC eminent person as Fellow 
of the Akademi and seventeen eminent performing artists for Akade

mi Awards; five for music, four for dance and eight fot theatre. 

Following arc the details of the categories and the artists selected 

against each: 

Fel10wship 

V. K. Narayana Menon 

Awards 

lvIusic 

Nivrittibua Sarnaik 
Vishnu Govind Jog 

Seerkhazhi S. Govindarajan 
Tanjavur K . p. Sivanandarn 

I3alappa Veerabhadrappa 

(Hukkeri) 

Dance 

Leishangtham Thouranishabi 
Devi 
Raseshwar Saikia Bayan 
Moktar 

R.K. Priyagopal Sana 
Sheikh Gulab 

Hindustani Vocal 
Hindustani Instrumental 
(Violin) 

Karnatak Vocal 
Karnatak Instrumental 
(Veena) 

Folk Music (Ballad) 

Manipuri 

Sattriya 

Choreogra ph Y 
Choreography (Tribal 

Dance) 
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Theatre 

Rudraprasad Sengupta 

Narasinga Rao Parwathavadi 
Dina Pathak 

" 
G. Swaminathan 

Chimanlal Amtharam Naik 
Raghunath Satapathy 
Fida Bai Markam 

K.L. Krishnan Kutty Pulavar 

Im-estiture 

Direction 

Playwriting (Kannada) 
Acting 
Bhagavatamela 

Bhavai 
Prahla da Nataka 
Nacha 

Tholpava Koothu 

The presentation of the Akademi Awards for 1980 took place on 
F ebruary 11, 1981 at a specia l ce remony presided Over by Smt. Kama
la devi Chattopadhyay, Cha irma n, Sangeet Nata k Akademi. The 
Chairm;]11 conferred one Fellowship and gave away awards to 17 dis~ 
tin guished artists in the fields of music, dance and drama, named 

abo\'c. 

AWLlrd Ceremony & Festival 

Thc Sang'eet Natak Akademi confers Awards to outstanding 

artistes in the field of performing arts every year. During the 
Awa rds giving ceremony Fellowships, the highest hO!lour of the Aka
demi, a re also conferred on eminent persons in the field of performing 
art s. As per the constitution of the Akademi at an y time there should 
not be more than 30 Fellows. Earlier the Akademi was g ivin g four
teen awards annually. Form this year, as per decision of its Gcneral 
Coun cil, the Akademi gave 17 awards out of whi ch, as men tioned 
above, three were specifically for folk music, folk d a n ce a nd puppet 
theatre. This pattern is proposed to be followed in future also, 

To coincidc with the Award Ceremony, a 7-day festival of music, 
dan ce a nd drama featuring some of the awardees was organ ised on 
this occasion as per normal practice. This year for th e first time 

'triba l dance' was also given is due recognition not onl y by featuring 
it in the Festival bllt b y g iving a n Award to Sheikh Glilah for cho
reography (Tribal dance). 
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The programme of Festival comprised the following: 

11-2-1981 

Veena 

Hindustani Vocal 

12-2-1981 

Karnatak Vocal 

Award Presentation 
Ceremony 

K.P. Sivanandam 

Nivrittibua Sarnaik 

Seerkhazhi S. Govindarajan 

Prahlada Nataka featuring Raghunath Satapathy 

13-2-1981 

Violin 

Bhavai 

14-2-1981 

V.G. Jog 

Featuring ChimanlaI A. Naik 

Manipuri Dance Thouranishabi Devi 

Sattriya Dance featuring Raseshwar Saikia Bayan 

Tribal Dance choreographed by Sheikh Gulab 

15-2-1981 

Tholpava Koothu by K L. Krishnan Kutty Pulavar 

Ballad Singing Balappa V. Hukkeri 

16-2- I 98 I 

Dance Drama choreographed by Priyagopal Sana 

17-2-1981 

'Football' directed by Rudraprasad Sengupta 

Festivals, Programmes and Exhibitions 

During t he year under report the foIlow;ng activities were carried 
,.F out under both Plan and Non-Plan Budget heads: 



ANNUAL REPORT 1980-81 15 

1. Development of Tribal Culture 

The main ob;ective of the Scheme is to document va rious fo~ 
of trib a l music a~d dan ce especia lly those which are threatened w~tl?\ 
extinction owing to ra pid social changes. This documented material 

such a s films , photographs, sound recordings etc. which is preserved 
in the Archi ves of the Akademi provide rich source of m a terials for 
study. The Akademi holds and documents festivals in selec ted tribal 

areas where performan ces are presented togeth~r with other arts and 
crafts of the tribals. During the year under report the following two 
fes tiva ls were planned to the held in March, 198!, but h a d to be 

postponed to the next fin a ncial year: 

(i) Festival of Triba l Arts of Dangis at Ahwa (Gujarat); 

(ii) Festival of Tribal Arts of Manipur at Awa ngkhul. 

II (A ) Preservation and Promotion of Puppetry 

I n the field of performing arts, the Puppet Thea tre did not 
hither to receive the recognition it deserves. Relega ted to remote 
rura l areas, many forms of traditional puppet theatre a re now under 

imminent threat of extinction. Therefore, to conser ve some of the 

dyin g forms of puppetry the Akademi under this Scheme organised 
tra ining programmes in the following forms during the year under 

report: 

(i ) String Puppets of Orissa; 

(ii) Rod Puppets of West Bengal; 

(iii) Shadow Theatre of Karnataka and Kerala. 

(B) The Contemporary Puppet Theatre which h as recently deve
loped as an offshoot of modern theatre movement is concentrated 

m a inly in cities like Calcutta, Ahmedabad, Udaipur and Delhi. Due 
to various reasons exponents of contemporary puppetry have been 
practising their art somewhat in isolation. In order to provide an 

opportunity to various contemporary puppet theatre groups to wit

ness each others performances and to have a mea nin gful exchange 
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of ideas, the Akademi held a 5-days Festival of Contemporary Puppet 
Theatre from 1 I to 15 January 1981 when the following Puppet 

Theatre Groups presented their productions: 

11.1.1981 

12.1.1981 

13.1.1981 

14.1.1981 
15·1.1981 

Darpana Academy, Ahmedabad 
Community Puppet Theatre, Udaipur 
Youth Puppet Theatre, Calcutta 

B.haratiya Lok Kala MandaI, Udaipur, 
Mahipat Kavi and Party, Ahmedabad 

Little Puppet Theatre, Calcutta 
Sutradhar Puppet Theatre, New Delhi 
Nataranjan Puppet Theatre, New Delhi 

III Organisation of Music Festivals 

Under the scheme of music festivals, the Akademi sponsored five 
festivals at different places in cooperation with State Akademis and 
certain cultural institutions. The scheme which initially was formu
lated by the Ministry of Education and Culture in consultation with 
the Ministry of Finance and Planning Commission, was transferred 
to the Sangeet Natak Akademi in February/March 1980 for imple
mentation. The scheme aims at organising music festivals dealing 

with folk/tribal and other rare forms of art and culture which need 
to be preserved and disseminated with a view to exposing people to 

the rich cultural heritage of the land as expressed through these 
forms. The intention is to enable people to see these performances 
either altogether free or by paying a very nominal entrance fee. A 

budget provision amounting to Rs. I lakh was provided for this pur

pose during 1980-81. 

A grant of Rs. 20,000 each was gi ven to the following five State 

Akademis/institutions for organising/conducting these festivals They 
were selected after careful examination of their proposals: 

Kerala Sangeeta Nataka Akademi, Trlchur 

For organising/conducting festival of tribal, folk and rare tra
ditional performing arts at Todupuza in March 1981. 
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Himachal Kala Sanskriti Bhasa Akademi, Simla 

For organising folk, tribal festivals in March 1981 at Simla. 

Sur Singar Samsad, Bombay 

For holding Kal-ke-Kalakar festival in December 1980 at Bombay by 

young and less-known performing artistes. 

SPIC MACAr, Delhi 

For organising music festivals at Delhi in January/February 1981 
including performances by young and promising artistes. 

Institute of Kannada Studies, Mysore 

For organising/conducting a festival of tribal/folk and traditional 

arts at Srirangapatna on 28-29 March 1981. This festival was docu
mented by the Sangeet Natak Akademi Documentation unit in the 
form of tape-recordings, BjW photographs and colour slides, At this 
festival the following forms of performing arts were presented: 

~eelangara (folk song) / Devara Saliga Mela of Dholu Kunita, 
Srikrishnaparijata, Garavara Kunita, Kinnarijogi Mela, Simha 
Dance, Datti Kunita, Palkulu Dance, Kolata Dance, Aasadi Mela, 

Pata Kunita, Besu Kandale, Devaru Kalu 1vfela, Pusavantara Kuni
ta, Huttari Kunita, Jade Kunita, Veeragase, Antika Pantike and 
Somana Kunita. 

Nun-Plan Programmes 

(a) The Akademi organised a cultural programme based on 
Ramayana to synchronize with the International Seminar on Rama
yana organised by the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, from 8 to 10 
January 1981. During the 3·day programme the following perfor

mances were presented: 
8 January 'Ramleela' by Shriram Bharatiya Kala 

Kendra, New Delhi . . 
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'Purulia Chhau' of \Vest Bengal and 

'Tholpava Koothu, the traditional sha
dow theatre of Kerala. 

'Ramayana' dance-drama (Choreograph
ed by Shanti Bardhan) - Presented by 
Ranga-Sri Little Ballet Troupe, Gwalior. 

(b) Workshop of Greek & Indian Folk Music 

The Akademi organised a three day workshop of Greek and 

Indian Folk Music in Delhi from 25 to 27 l'vlarch ]981. During this 

period a group of Folk Musicians and singers frolll Greece performed 

at the India International Centre under the auspices of the Greek 
Embassy and the Centre. The Akademi on this occasion organised 

a workshop to enal)le the Greek ~1llSiciallS to meet and exchange 

ideas with their cOllnterparts in India. 

The workshop was convener:! at Akademi's own premises. 
Musicians and Singers from both countries demonstrated their art 
and studied each others' instruments, methocls of voice-production, 

training and other details in an informal atmosphere. It was obser

ved that both countries have many similarities amongst their folk 
musical instruments as well as in the style of singing. 

From Greek side Mr. Stelianos Bellos, Mr. Costas Moundakis, 

M~ Manolis Ballas, Mr. Kiriakos Kostoulas, Mr. Manthos Stavro
POttlos Halkias and Mr. Nicos Karatassos and from Indian side musi
cologists from Kashmir (Shri Bh<ljan Sopori), Himachal Pradesh 
(Shri S.S.S. Thakur;, Kumaon (Shri Mohan Upreti), Raj;tsthan 

(Shri K.S. Kothari) and Gujarat (Shri A.V. Doshi) supported by 
gro:1 ps of mllsicia I1S a nd singers from their respective regions partici

pated in the workshop . On behalf of the Sangeet Natak Akademi 22 
folk musical instruments of India were gifted to the Greek Musicians 
and lew more are in the process of being procured for presenting as 

gifts to the Cretan Museum of Greece. 
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(b) Workshop oj Greek & Indian Folk Music 
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at the India International Centre under the auspices of the Greek 
Embassy and the Centre. The Akaclemi on this occasion organised 

a workshop to enable the Greek l\1usicians to meet ancl exchange 
ideas with their counterparts in India. 

The workshop was convened at Akademi's own premises. 
l\{usicians and Singers from both countries demonstrated their art 
and studied each others' instru:nents, methods of voice-production, 

training and other details in an informal atmosphere. It was obser

ved that both countries have many similarities amongst their folk 
m1lsical instruments as well as in the style of singing. 
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(Shri S.S.S. Thakur" Kumaon (Shri Mohan Upreti), Rajasthan 
(Shri K.S. Kothari) and Gujarat (Shri A.V. Doshi) supported by 
gro:lps of musicians and singers from their respective regions partici

pated in the workshop. On behalf of the Sangeet Natak Akademi 22 
folk musical instruments of India were gifted to the Greek Musicians 
and few more are in the process of being procured for presenting as 
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Assistance to Young Theatre Workers 

The objective of the scheme is to support and sustain the 

creative process and energies of young enterprising theatre workers 

and build up a nationwide theatre movement, indigeneous in 
character and firmly rooted in the Indian soil both in inspiration 

and outlook. 

During the year under report the following activities were 

undertaken: 

a) Inter-Stat .. ] Exchange nf Theatre Experts 

Under the project, financial assistance is given to selected 
persons in the field of theatre of one language region to enable them to 

visit other language areas for the purpose of acquainting them
selves with the theatrical activities of their counterparts. This is 
aimed at promoting exchange of ideas and cultural integation. 

During the year under report, financial assistance wa~ given for this 
purpose to the following groups :-

1. Thefinal year students of the Punjab Kala Manch (Interna

tional), Ludhiana and other young directors, play-wrights, actors 
and actresses who visited Bombay and Indore to attend the 'Tamasha' 

Festival held in Indore on April 5, 6 and 7, 1980. 

2. Six Theatre experts from Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Natya 

Parishad, Pune, visted Jammu and Kashmir early in August 1980. 

3. Six Theatre experts from Manipur visited Maharashtra in 

October 1980. 

b) Theatre Festival 

To provide an opportunity for Delhi audienres to see productions 

of a high standard fronl States far from the Centre, and to acquaint 
theatre-workers in the Capital with work being done in regional 
styles/languages, the following two productions were held during a 



20 SANGEET NATAK AKADEMf 

2-day Festival at the Shri Ram Centre, New Delhi on April 1 and 

2, 1980; 

(i) "Madhyama Vyayoga" (Sanskrit) by Thiruvarang (Trivand
rum), based on the traditional Kudiyattam and Kathakali styles 
prevalent in Kerala. 

(ii) Laigee Machasigna (Manipuri) by Kalakshetra (Imphal), based 
on the tribal songs and dances of the region of Manipur State. 

Fellowship Scheme 

Under this scheme Fellowships are offered to outstanding artistes 
in the perfoqning arts for advanced training in their respective 
fields under eminent gurus/institutions to acquire very high degree 
of proficieI!cy. The value of fellowship is Rs. 500/- per month. The 

Guru also gets an equal amount. In addition each fellow is allowed 
a maximum amount of Rs. 1,000/- per year for meeting contingencies 
and for purchase of equipment etc. During the year under report 

the following persons were selected for fellowships :-

1) Shri Sanakhya Ebotombi of Imphal attached to Avant Garde, 
Imphal. He is receiving Fellowship from April I, 1980. 

2) Shri Kartik Chandra Rath of Orissa attached to Mausumi 

Cultural Association, Cut tack. He is receving Fellowship from May 

5, 1980. 

3) Shri Dolgovind Rath of Orissa attacherl to Mausumi Cultural 
Association, Cuttack. He is receiving Fellowship from May 4, 1980. 

4) Shri N. N. Sohani of Bombay attached to the Marathi Section 
"\ of the Indian National Theatre, Borrlbay. He is receiving Fellowship 

from Octobe 1, 1980 . 

. _\ 5) Shri Prasanna of Bangalore, attached to Samudaya. He is recei
ving Fellowship from November 1, 1980. 
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6) Shri Raja Jaikishan o[ Delhi attached to Shri R a m Centre [or 
" Art & Culture, New Delhi. He is receiving Fellowship [rom October 

1, 1980. 

7) Smt. Pratibha Matkari o[ Bombay attached to Bal Natya, 

Bombay. She is receiving Fellowship [rom November 15, \980. 

Research in Science of Music 
" 

While the preservation and presentation of traditional arts is 
extremely important, the Akademi is also aware of the influence 
of modern technology and science on music. With a view to studying 
this very important aspect, the Akademi, as part of its five year plan, 
has been doing active work in this direction. Research grants for 

the study of Psycho-Physiological effects of music, neurological res
ponses to music, the study of Voice Culture and so on have been 

given , Also, the Akademi instituted one Fellowship in each of the 
following fields and suitable Fellows have been selected and placed 
with competent guides to conduct researches in those fields which 
mainly cover designing of electronic instruments for the accurate 
measurements of musical intervals, breathing movements and related 
problems of singers and the pitch acquity of Indian musicians: 

Physics of Music-Shri K. V. Desa of Pune for Development of 
Electronic Pitch Meter Instru~ents for Indian music. 

Physiology of Music-Kum. G. V. Rohini of Bangalore to study 
Pulmonary Function Tests in Indian Classical musicians. 

Psychology of Music-Smt. Rema Shrikant Shirwadkar of Pune 
to study Pitch Acquity in Indian musicians. 

The Fellowship carries Rs. 500/- p.m. for two years and 
Rs. 1,000/- per annum for contingency expenditure. 

Research Grants under Science of Music were given to the 

following persons: 
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(i) First half of the ad-hoc grant of Rs. lUDO payble in two years, 

being Rs. 5,550, was released to Dr. B. Ralllamurthi 1'or his research 

project" Influence of Music on the resulls of Bio-feedback t hera py 

for Neurological Disorders" to be carried out at Dr. Achanta Laksh
mipathi Neurosurgical Centre, :\ciyar, ?vladras. 

(iil A sum or Rs. 5,000/- being the first half or an ad-hoc grant 

of Rs. 10,000 was released to Dr. S. Ramaswamy, Professor and Head 

of the Department of Anatomy, St. John's Medical College, Banga

lore for his research project "Habits and Practices of l'vfusicians
their relevance to Voice eul ture". 

This is a continuing programme under the Plan Scheme. 

Preservation and Promotion of Rare FOfD1S of Traditiona~ Performing 

) Arts 

The objective of the scheme is to sustain and support selected art 
forms considered rare and truly traditional which for want of 

support and resources are on the verge of extinction, by providing 
some financial assistance for training and regular performances In 

the areas where these forms are still being practised. 

At present training is being provided in Kudiyattam, Ravan

chhaya and Dhrupad. There are in all 14 students and 7 gurus at 
present. According to the recommendations of the C:ommittee on 
Rare Forms, four more students were to be trained during the year
two in Bhavnagar tradition of Dhrupad singing and two in Bin 

playing. 

The following more forms have been recommended for inclusioll 
111 the scheme by the Committee on Rare Forms, at its meeting held 

on 7 June 1980 : 

i) Terukoothu (Cheyya Taluk); ii) Manuneeti Chola Maharaja 

natakam (Tanjore); (iii) Panchamukha Vadya of Tamil Nadll; 
(iv) Bhagavata Mela; (v) Bayalatta of Eastern and l\orthern 

Karnataka and (vi) Marsia Khani of North India. 
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Dhrupad Me/a at Brindaball 

As part of the programme to susta in 'rare forms', the Akademi, 

under the a bove scheme, organised a Dhrupa d Mela at Brindaban 

from 27 O ctober to 1 November, 1980 under the Directorship of Dr. 

Premlata Sharma. The venue of the Mela was 'Shri Cha itania 

Prem 8ansthan' . The Mela was inaugurated by Pl. Shri Ras. 
Bihari Goswamy of Brindaban. 

The M ela was divided into two sessions: morning and evening. 
The mornin g sessions were devoted to performances b y young and 
up-comin g DhrupadJDhamar musicians while the evening sessions 

were for the senior and established Dhrupadias. Along with Dhru

pad singers, Been and Pakhwaj players were also invited to perform. 

At the concluding evening session a dance recital based on Dhrupad 

style was also included In all, five morning sessions and six evening 

sessions were devoted to this purpose. 

The followin g tra d itions were represented by t he respective 

artists: 

1) D agar tradition 

a) N. Aminuddin D aga r 
b ) Deo Shankar Dwi vedi 

c) Sayeeduddin Dagar 
d) R. Fa himuddin Dagar 

e) Kaveri K ar 
f) Ritvik Sanya l, and 
g) Asit Kum a r Ba nerjee (Been) 

2) Darbhanga tradil iOIl 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 

e) 

Ram Chatur Malik 
Siyaram Tiwari 

Vidur i'.1ullik 
Ra gh ubir Mullik 
Abhai Narain Mu\lik 
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3) Bishnupur tradition 

a) Satya Kinkar Banerjee 

(aged about 82 years, representing his tradition) 

4) Agra Gharana 

a) Shubhada Desai 

b) A parna Cha kra varty 

5) Bhavnagar tradition 

a) Shri Gajanan Thakur (who recently expired) 

6) Temple tradition and Ras tradition 

a) Laxman Prasad Chaube (of Mathura) 

b) Baljee Chaube (of Mathura) 
c) Gokulotsova Goswami (Nathdwara) 
d) Swami Ram Swarup (Brindaban) & Party 

7) In Been tradition of Sadiq Ali Khan (Khandal' Bani), Zia 
Moinuddin Dagar and Bande Ali Khan were represented 
by Asad Ali Khan, Asit Kumar Banerjee and Shamshuddin 
Faridi. 

In addition, a combination of Dhrupad and Been was attempted 
by Ritwik Sanyal and Asit Kumar Baneljee. 

Pakhawaj ensemble were conducted by Shri PUl'llshottam Das 
and Shri Pagal Das. 

Dhrupad and Tarana compOSItIOns were presented by Prof. 
Dr. Sumati Mutatkar. Since all the participants were put up in 

the same building complex and the performances were also held in 
the same place, an unprecedented get-together of musicians came 

into being. 
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One General Council member of the Akademi viz., Miss Sarayu 

Kalekar from Chandigarh also attended the Dhrupad Mela. 

The Akademi documented the entire Dhrupad Mela III the 
shape of tape-recordings, and black and white photographs. Total 

duration of recording is about forty hours while black and white 

photographs are about 221. These now form part of Akademi's 

Archives. 

As per decision of the Executive Board of Sangeet Natak 

Akademi, it was decided to organise Bhakti Sangeet festivals in diffe

rent regions of the country. The stream of Bhakti Sangeet has been 

the main media through which the Bhakti cult has spread its mess

age to the people of India III every part of the country. 
The objective in organising such festivals is to bring into prominence 

the various Paramparas of Bhakti Sangeet of the authentic traditi
onal artistes and troupes of the region. Organising such festivals 

will also provide opportunity to explore the a venues for the preser

vation of various traditional forms of Bhakti Sangeet. 

Keeping in view the above objective the Akademi organised the 

Bhakti Sangeet festival at Somnath in Gujarat from 12 to 17 
January 1981. This was in collaboration with the Gujarat Sangeet 
Nritya Natya Akademi, Gandhi Nagar, the Indian National Theatre 
(Research Centre for the Performing Arts), Bombay and Darpana 

Academy of Performing Arts, Ahmedabad. The festival was design
ed on a multi-dimensional plane to include (a) performances 

(b) demonstra tions and (c) seminars. 

Performances presented were not only by those of the Bhajan 
singers of Santwani, but of the singers of devotional lyrics of other 
paramparas as well such as Haveli Sangeet, Swami Narain param
para, etc. The venue of the festival was the historic place of 
Somnath . The festival was divided into three sessions· morninG 

. 0' 

afternoon and evening. The morning sessions were devoted to the 
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seminar, the afternoon sessions for demonstrations and discussions 
and the evening setssions for the performances. 

The festival was ina ugura ted by Shri K. K. Shastri who IS an 
acknowledged scholar on the subject. He also conducted the Semi
nar. 

The festival presented not only Bhakti Sangeet of Gujarat, but 
also the allied art forms such as Bhavai, Kirtan, Akhyan and Charni 

Sahitya. 

Demonstrations of several traditional musical instruments were also 
given which are almost extinct today. 

The following Bhajan parampara, were presented. 

I) Shaivik par am para ; 

2) Vaishnavik parampara, compnsmg (a) Pushti Marg and 
(b) Swami Narain parampara; 

3) Santwani parampara encompassing (a) Maha panth; (b) Nath 

pa nth and (c) Kabir panth; 

4) Jain sampradaya of Bhajan which was initiated by the 

Bhojaks. 

Several scholars and traditional artistes well conversant with the 
tradition of Bhakti Sangeet read papers and discussed the various as
pects of this art form. 

The audience for the festival increased everyday to witness the 
performances. On an average around 7,500 people were present daily; 
at the largest the number crossed the mark of 10,000. Dr. Premlata 
Sharma and Sri Raja Ram Shastri, members, General Council of the 
Akademi, attended the festival as special invitees. 

The Akademi's documentation team documented the entire festival 

including seminar, demonstrations and performances in shape of tape

recordings, photographs and colour slides. 
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Financial Assistance to Institutions 

The Akademi continued to give financial assistance to a number 
of selected institutions working in the fields of music, dance and drama 

during the year 1980-81. The total amount released to such institu
tions including the State Akademis by way of grants-in-aid was 
Rs. 8,57,676.25p. Out of this Rs. 6,14,000/- was released under Non
Plan and Rs. 2,43,676.25 under Plan schemes. The list of the institutions 

to which grants were given during 19110-81 together with the amounts 
and purposes for which these were sanctioned may be seen at Appen
dix II. 

Apart from the above, a sum of Rs. 27,500/- was sanctlOned and 
distributed out of the Discretionary Fund plaed at the dirposal of the 
Chairman/Vice Chairman to experts and selected organisations for 
meeting expenditure on specific items as per the lis t at Appendix III. 

In addition, the Executive Board of the Sangeet Natak Akademi 

approved projects and assignments to 13 institutions and State Aka
demis for implementation of various plan schemes expenditure on which 
worked out to Rs. 1,10,500. A sum of Rs. 58,000/- earmarked for 9 
projects was released during the year 1980-81. The list of projects! 

assignments approved is at Appendix IV. 

Inter-State Exchange of Cultural Troupes 

The Department of Culture. was operating a scheme entitled 
'Inter-State' Exchange of Cultural Troupes' since 1957. The purpose 

of the scheme was to facilitate visits of individual artists and groups of 
one state to other states to give performances at various 

selected centres. The scheme was structured to promote emotional and 

cultural integration in the country. The scheme along with a budget 

provision of Rs. 5,00,000 was transferred to the Akademi last year for 

implementation. 

Under this scheme selected troupes of musicians, dancers & theatre 
artistes visit states other than their own. A programme of visits is chal

ked out every year in consultation with representatives of state govern-
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mcnls. During the last year, troupes from 16 states visited 19 states 

under this scheme. On these visits a sum of Rs. 6,00,000 approxi
mately was spent out of which Rs. 5,06,900 was released last year and 
the balance is being released during the current financial year. 

From the expenditure incurred and visits exchanged, it is apparent 
that the Akademi has been successful in implementing the scheme des
pite the fact that it was the first year of its operation by them. From 
the last year's experience it is felt that there is tremendous scope for its 

further expansion and many more such visits can be organised. For 
this purpose the Akademi may have to approach the Govt. for inc
reased financial allocation. 

Apart from implementation of last years' programme, a fresh pro
gramme of visits for the current year was chalked out in a meeting of 
Liaison Officers held at M adras in February 1981. Minutes of the 
Conference as well as programme recommended for the current year 
have been despatched to the State Governments/Union Territories 
for implementation. 

Publications 

publication of literature on music, dance and drama is an Impor
tant activity of the Akademi. Besides publishing books on its own, 
the Akademi helps other organisati ons and individuals also in bring

ing out suitable publications by giving aid on the basis of certain rules 

and principles. 

Applications for grants for publications, which are required to be 
accompanied by a copy of the manuscri pt, are scrutinised in the first 
instance by the Publication Committee of the Akademi which is a body 

of experts in the field. 

The Publication Committee consists of the following members :-

1) Dr. (Smt. ) Kapila Vatsyayan - Chairman 

2) Dr. Kumud Mehta 
3) Shri Vijay Tendulkar 
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4) Dr. H.K. Ranganath 
5) Prof. Maheswar Neog 

6) Shri Ashok Bajpeyi 

During the year 1980-81, the following grants were sanctioned by 
the Akademi :-

1. Rs. 7,000/- to the Music Academy, Madras for publication of 
'Raga Nidhi' 

2. Rs. 2,750/- to the Music Academy. Madras for publication of 
Javali 

3. Rs. 600/- to the Music Academy, Madras for publication of 
'Ragalakshana' 

4. Rs. 19,500/- to the Music Academy, Madras for publication of 
. Sangeeta Sampradaya Pradarsini-Vol. V (Amount 
includes Rs. 5,000/- for payment to the two experts 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

] 2. 

13. 

14. 

Rs. 2,000/-

Rs. 3,000/-

Rs. 2,000/-

Rs. 5,000/-

Rs. 7,000/-

Rs. 7,500/-

Rs. 2,000/-

Rs. 10,000/-

Rs. 10,000/-

Rs. 2,000}-

Dr. Rajam Iyer and Dr. S. Ramanathan) 
for publication of the Journal' of the Indian Music

ological Society, Baroda 
to the Music Academy, Madras for publication of 
its Journal 

to the Akhil Bhara tiya Gandharva Mahavidyalaya 
MandaI, Bombay, for publication of the journal 
'Sangeet Kala Vihar' 

to Manipuri Nartanalaya, Calcutta, for publication 
of'Vaishnava Sangeet Shastra' 

to Shri Ranbir Singh for publica tion of 'Urdu 
Drama aur Stage' 
for publication of 'Raga Vilas' by M. V. 
Patwardhan 
to Nakshatra International for publication of 
'Rang Bharti' 

to Shri Amod Varadhan for Publication of 'Raag 
Rahasya' 

to the Indian Book Company, Delhi, towards publi
cation of 'Rasa Bhava' 
towards publication of 'Enact' 
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Akademi Publications 

The following publica tionsvvere in the Press :-

i) Who's Who of Indian Musicians-2nd Edition 

Ii) Himachal ke Lok Geet by Keshav Anand 

itt) Pushti Sangeet Prakash by Late B.P. Bhatt 

I~) Anthology of songs of Muthuswami Dikshitar 

. v) The Evolution of Khyal by M. V. Dhond 

The following publications were published during the year:-

i) Rasleela Tatha Rasnukaran Vikas by B. Yamdagni 

ii) Malushahi Ballad of Kumaon by Mohan Upreti 

iii) Monograph on 'Kariala' of Himachal Prabesh by S. S. S. 

Thakur. 

Sangeet Natak 

The Akademi brings out a quarterly journal on the performing 
arts, "Sangeet Natak". Started in 1965, the Journal is now in its 
16th year of publication. Leading scholars and experts contribute 

to it. In the year 1980-81, numbers 52 to 56 of the Journal were 

brought out. The Journal is priced at Rs. 3/- per copy; annual 
subscription being Rs. 10/- ($ 5.00 for overseas, subscribers). With 
effect from 1st January 1981, however the annual subscription has 

being enhanced to Rs. 15/- ($ 7.50 (or overseas subscribers) and price 

of a copy to Rs. 5/-. 

The Akademi also, in addi tion, published a quarterly News Bul

letin which was brought out regularly during the year. 

Documentation & Dissemination 

Documentation and Dissemination unit of the Akademi, as evi

dent from its activities listed below, has been most active. 
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During the year 1980-81, the Akademi organised a Dhrupad Mela 

at Rrindaban, a Bhakti Sangeet Festival at Somnath, Aribapala 
Festival at Manipur, a festival of Contemporary Puppets and the 
Ramayana festival in Delhi for the Sahitya Akademi. The Do.::u

mentation Unit of the Sangeet Natak Akademi covered all these 
_ programmes through sound recordings, B & W photographs and 

colour slides; where possible the festivals were also filmed. 

The Annual Award F·unction of the Akademi and the Festival 
that followed it were completely documented in sound recordings, 

B & W photographs and slides. They were also filmed. 

The artistes thus Documented were the Awardees of 1980; famous 

dhrupadias and beenkars. Many singers was also recorded during 
the Bhakti Sangeet festival at Somnath, Gujarat. 

The Akademi also documented wme festivals arranged by other 
national and foreign intitutions and agencies, such as the IV·AII 
Rajasthan Entertainment Festival at Udaipur, State Folk Arts Fes
tival of Goa, National Dance Group of Cuba oganised by lCCR, Maharaja 

Bindadin Kathak Mahotsava, Folk Tribal Arts Festival (Srirangapa
tnam), Azerbaian Puppet Theatre, Sattriya Dance Demonstra tion by the 
State Cultural Troupe of Assam and the State Folk Song & Dance 

Company of Sofia, Bulgaria. All these functions were documented 
throug h sound recordings, photographs, colour slides & film, which

ever was possible. 

The workshop on Folk Music organised by the Akademi in 

which Greek and Indian Musicians participated, was also documen
ted. The unit also documented in film, photographs and sound 
recordings, the festival organised by the All India Handicrafts Board 
during the Asian Handicrafts Workshop. In addition the following 
dance performances, demonstra tions, lectures etc. were also documen

ted: 

Bharatanatyam demonstration by Shri T.P. Kuppiah Pillai 

and his pupil Kumari Viji Prakash 



32 SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI 

Bharatanatyam by Smt. Leela Ramanathan 

Bharatanatyam demonstration by Smt. Usha Narayanan 

Thyagesha Kuravanji by Smt. P. R. Thailangam 
Bharata natyam by Smt. Kalanidhi Narayanan 

Mohiniattam dan ce-demonstration by Smt. Bharati Shivaji 
Kuchipudi-style temple-dances by Smt. Usha Datar 

Dr. (Smt.) Sumati i\{utatkar, Fellow of the Akademi. 

The following artistes were also recorded for Akademi's 

Archives: 

Lecture and demonstra tion of 'Avadhana Pallavi' by Sri 

S. Chandrappa; 
Ramayana singing by Shri Puna Ram & Party, M.P.; 

Rasiya Songs by singers of Nandgao l1, U.P; 

Ghatam by Shri D. Ramdu Iyer; 
Haveli Sangeet by Kirtankars of Nathdwara, Rajasthan; 
Folk songs of Mangniyars of R ajasthan; 

Ghazals by Smt. Shanti Hiranand; 
Karnatak music by Sikki l Sisters (Flute); 

Lama music of Himachal Pradesh 
Instrumental music of Kashmir 

The Akademi also documented the following in terviews for its 

Archives: 

Smt. Maya Rao interviewing Shri M.S. Kalyanpurkar; 

Shri B.V.K. Sastry interviewing Smt. Usha Datar 

The Archival documentation of Tholpava Koothu Ramayana 
of Kerala by Shri K.L K. Pulavar & Party was begun and completed 
up to the Balkanda. It was one of the long-term planned documen
tation approved by the Executive Board. The rest of the Rama

yana will be taken up shortl y. 

The Archives of the Akademi added to its collectio n of record

ings & Photographs etc., documentation done during the presentat

ion of Ranmalyem of Goa, one of the forms ind entified a s 'Rare' and 
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'Khandobacha Lagin' of Maharashtra which were presented by the 
Akademi at the end of its Award Festival, 1980. 

Throughout the year the Akademi has been disseminating Arch
ival material to scholars and students of performing arts as and 

when requested. 

Gifts of Cassettes of folk music from various parts of India were 

given to: 

Archives 

Dr. M.P. Kotovrkaja, Director, All Union Arts Resea rch 
Institute, USSR; 

Mrs. Elliki Zannas, Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of Greece. 

In order to complete the technica l facilities of archives and for 

better documentation work, the Akademi has imported an Eclair 16 

mm movie camera and colour video cassette recorder (Sony 3j44) 
with cameras to go with these recorders besides an editing and 
mixing unit. The video equipment is being put up to use shortly. 
For all these important and sophistica ted electronic equipment, the 

Akademi has spent Rs. 13,55,577/- which includes a custom duty of 

Rs. 8,22,971 /-. 

Copies of folk and classical mUSIC of Pakistan were received 

from Radio Pa kistan; copies of some western music were also received 

from National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad. These have been 
added to the sound recording collection in Akademi's Archives. 

During this one year the Akademi had added to its Archival 
collection, through its documentation work, 248 hours of music, 2276 
black & white photographs, 1000 colour slides and 15050 ft. of 

16 mm colour films On the various performing arts. 

Library aud Listening Room 

The Sangeet Natak Akademi Book and Periodicals section continued 

to grow during April 1980 to March 1981. 347 Books in English and 
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other Indian languages were added to the Library during this period. 
This includes 22 books received as gifts. A bibliography of books 

on Puppetry available in the Sangeet Natak Akademi Library 
was brought out. A bibliography of new editions of books in English 
on Indi.tn Dance, Drama and Theatre has also been brought out. 

The reading room and cdl for scholars has been well used. 1,380 
visitors used the reading room and consulted books and journals. 

The Disc Library continues to be poplllar with musicians, res
earch scholars and lovers of music. During the period April 

1980 to March 1981, 395 Discs of Tndian and World music were added 
to the Library. This includes 128 discs received from various Foreign 

Embassies, Unesco and Cultural and Music Organisations of other 

conntries. 

The popularity of the listening roo:n is growing . 920 VISitOrs 

visited the listening room and heard music of their choice during this 
period. 

Museum 

I. During the under report, 44 pieces of rare and traditional 

shadow Puppets of Andhra Style were acquired for the Museum of 

the Akademi. 

2. About 18 museum objects compnslIlg musical instruments, 
masks and puppets were given on loan to institutions for temporary 

exhibitions and displays. 

3. 21 foreign delegations from countries like France, U.S.A., 
Greece, Holland, Japan, Pakistan and Sri Lanka visited the 
museum. A number of individual scholars, musicologists, performers 
and general tourists interested in Performing Arts also visited the 

musuem. 

4. 23 Folk musical instrments were specially acquired and gif
ted to the Greek Musicians Delegation who participated in the Work

shop of Greek & Indian Folk Music organised by the Akademi. 
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5. More than 14 groups of school children and visitors/Delega
tes from other sta tes were given guided tours of the Museum. 

Kathak Kendra - Institute of Kathak 

A constituent unit of the Sangeet Natak Akademi, Kathak Ken-
--dra is one of the leading dance teaching organisations in the country. 

Set-up in 1964, it offers several comprehensive Courses in Kathak 
dance and other allied subjects like Vocal music. Pakhawaj and 
Tabla. The Courses are designed to prepare artistes for high pro
fessional standard and maturity in Kathak. The Kathak Kendra 
also maintains a Production Unit, comprising highly trained person
nel with a view to enriching the repertoire and technique of Kathak 
dance through experimen tal work. The Kendra has on its staff, 
teachers of great eminence iIi various disciplines in which training is 

imparted. 

The Kendra's contribution, over the years, as also in the period 

under review, is mainly to be seen in terms of students trained in 

the past, those being trained, and the number engaged in artistic 

pursuits in various capacities. As a service organisation in the field 

of art education, its basic functions as well as contributions must also 

be envaluated in terms of the quality and range of services offered 
and the spread-effect thereof. 

Management and Administrative Set-up 

The management of the Kendra vest in the Executive Board of 

the Sangeet Natak Akademi, which is assisted by an Advisory Com

mittee responsible for all Policy matters relating inte-alia to main
tenance of standards in training of students and formulation of pro

grammes, schemes and projects for the Kendra. 

The members of the Advisory Committe are: 

Dr. (Smt.) Kapila Vatsyayan 
Smt. Kumudini Lakhia 
Smt. Rohini Bhate 

Chairman 
1-Iember 
Member 
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Shri Birju Maharaj Member 

Shri Mohanrao Kallianpurkar 

Asstt. Secreta ry (Dance), 
Sangeet Natak Akaderni 
Dr. (Miss) Premlata Sharma 

Member 
Membet; 

Member 

Shri K. S. Kothari, an Assistant Secretary of the Sangeet Natak 

Akademi looks after the general Administration of the l~endra. 

During the period under report, the question of staffing the Ken
dra and the long term prespective emerging in terms of manpower 

planning, has received detailed study. Areas have been identified 

and proposals formulated fur rectifying some of the present imbala

nces, which ha ve led to bottlenecks and short falls in the academic 
and administrative output. It is felt that the current budget outlay 
of about Rs. 9 Lakhs, ralls for an adequate man-power and an outlay 
of an order different from what is available toelay. Detailed pro

posals in this regard have been submitted to the Sangeet Natak Aka

demi and it is hoped, that, with necessary inputs in technical and 
administra tive personnel in the coming years, the Kendra will be in 
a position to realise the full scope of its training programme target 
as envisaged in its curriculum. 

Training & Students Strength 

Teaching Faculty 

The teaching faculty comprises besides two eminent Gurus, name
ly Shri Birju Maharaj and Shri Kundan La! Gangani, 2 experienced 

Kathak teachers, a Pakhawaj teacher and a separate teacher each 

for Tabla, Music and Yoga. 

The Kendra's training programme, as a whole, has a wide 

sweep. Spread over a period of ten yeal's, the various Courses offer
ed can take a student through an elementary foundation course (for 

school-going non-professional students) to the highest level of profes

sional training. The Kendra's curriculum lays a pointed stress on 

the basic training, which helps to prepare a student for, a professional 
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career in dance - a training which also provides the proper founda
tion for students' growth along larger creative lines. The training 

programme in higher classes is generously supported by scholarship 
provided by the Central & State Governments and semi-government 
agencies including the Kendra. It awards every year eight dance 
scholarships of Rs. 350/- per month to selected students - five in Dip
rna and three in Specialisation Course. Six Free-Studenlship for 
deserving students-three each in Diploma and the Elementary Courses 
are also available. Through the Scholarship scheme, necessary im
petus is given to children of professional hereditary families of musi

cians and dancers to continue in the profession. Over the years, the 
Kathak Kendra has turned out several dancers of the highest profes
sional excellence whose contribution to the contemporary Kathak 
scene is widely known and recognised. 

In March 1981, the Kendra had 83 students on its roll; 13 in the 
Three-Year Diploma Course, 6 in the Specialisation, 2 in the Special 
Course, 14 in the Short Term Course, 43 in the Elementary Course, 
4 in the Pakhawaj Course and 1 in Thumri Course. There were 7 
foreign students; 2 each from France, U.K. and China and 1 from 
Canada. 

There were 69 new admi~sions during the year of which seven 

were awarded Kendra's scholarships and 4 others were recipients 
of Government scholarships under its Cultural Scholarship Scheme; 

4 deserving students were a warded Free-Studentship. 

During the academic year 1980-81, seven students successfully 

completed the Diploma Course. 

roga Course 

Yoga classes were introduced on an experimental basis in 1976·77. 
Much benefit was derived from this course by students. A regular 
Yoga Education Course is now a part of compulsory training con
ducted by Pandit Shambu Nath, a senior certified teacher of Yoga 
from the Yoga Institute of Bombay, 
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Production Unit 

The Production Unit, headed by Guru Birju Maharaj maintains, 

a permanent Repertory of dance-drama and other choreographic 
works in K a thak. A small group of musicians is attached to the 
Unit. It accepts professional engagements and often travels within 
and outside the country. Participation by students in its activities 
is encouraged for acquiring knowledge and experience in ensemble 

work and choreography. Its basic character and function is, however 

experimental, aimed at enlarging the scope and repertory of Kathak 
dance style. It is a matter of pride that almost all dancers profes

sionally engaged in the Unit VI ere, at one time, students of the 
Kendra. 

Housing and Accommodation 

The Kathak Kendra is housed in the Baha walpur House. It also 
runs a Hostal which is located in the same premises. 

The inadequacy of accomodation continued to be felt in all aClivi

ties of the Kendra. The question of finding adequate accommoda tion 

continues to engage the attention of the Kendra. A proposal is under 
study with the CPWD and the Department of Culture for construction 
of a temporary structure in the present I?remises. 

Facilities Added 

During the period under review attempts were made to meet 

some of the inadequacies of physical and other facilities which greatly 

impinged on the efficient functioning of the Kendra. A number of 

physical facilities were added to Class Rooms, Costume Department 
and the K endra's Hostel. Storage Capacity badly needed for the 
costume-department was augmented and the physical environs were 
generally made more conducive for efficient funct ioning. 

Studio Theatre 

During the period under report, the one and only large class-room 
available in the Kendra was converted into a sm:lll studio-theatre by 
improvising a stage, lighrs and sound system for the purpose of segular 
performances by students of the Kendra. 
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Award of Public Petformances 

As part of a new scheme launched during the year for projecting 

the quality of training being imparted in the K endra, and to high
lighting the achievements of our students as dancers, a number of 
students were awarded public p erformances. It was felt that young 
students not only needed to be bro ught out from the confining atmos
phere of the classroom but also needed, for their career-advancement, 
larger acceptance as performers in professional quarters. Two such 

programmes titled "The 5-Soloists" and "An Evening of Kathak 

Dance", basicaIly designed to help students grow and attain maturity 
as stage-performers, were held at Kamani Auditorium on October 22 

and December 27, 1980. It featured in all II students in solo p erfor
mances, drawn from different classes-from Elementary to the highest 
level of Specialisation. Members of the Production Unit also parti
cipated in these programmes. 

The programmes highlighted the work both in the class-room 
and in the Production Unit and were warmly received by capacity 
audiences and generated a great deal of enthusiasm and friendly com

petition among the staff and students of the Kendra. It was for the 

first time that the students of tr.e Kendra were exposed in a pro

fessional way to the public gaze. The dividends it fetched in terms of 
public recognition of high quality of training and achievements of 

our young students were highly satisfying. The programme of award
ing public and chamber-like performances to our students, is being 
turned into a permanent feature of the training. 

Mahara} Bindadin Kathak Mahotsava-1981 

As part of its annual programme, Kathak Kendra presented a 

major four-day nation-wide Festival (Feb. 6-9, 1981 at Fine Arts 

Theatre) in memory of Maharaj l3indadin (1836-1917) - an artist 
whose overwhelming contribution to the art of Kathak and to the 

larger cultural traditions of the country is universally recognised and 

respected. 

This was the most ambitions of the Festivals held 111 the series, 
both, for its bold artistic approach, and magnitude. The Festival 
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put on board as many as eighty dancers and musicians drawn from 

different parts of the country. The repertoire was selected to capture 

the multifaceted Kathak scene at the national level. It brought within 
the span of fuur-days, Katha k both traditional and contemporary-its 

well-known masters in the orthodox tradition, their young and outstand
ing disciples, the emerging second-line soloists and new choreographic 
works in Kathak. The occasion could not perhaps be celebrated more 

expressively, or more convincingly than by bringing together on a. 

common platform the best that K athak has to offer today. 

Most of the major M asters in Kathak today, viz. Birju Maharaj, 

Sitara Devi, Damayanti Joshi , R ohini Bhate, Durga Lal, Kumudini 
L akhia, Uma Sharma, Urmil a Nagar, Shovana Narain, R am Mohan, 

Krishna Mohan, Geetanjali Lal, Bhara ti Gupta and Saswati Sen and 

a fairly large number of young students of the K endra and other insti
tutions also participated in the fes tival. 

The Festival attracted wide and spontaneous response from 
Kathak artistes and organisations thro~ghout the country. The 
Festival, broad-based and catholic in its approach, and perhaps the 

largest of its kind. significantly contributed to the growth of homogeni

ety and synthesis in the field of Kathak. The festival was designed 
to heIp this process both by demonstration and application. 

By inviting to its programmes, artists engaged in arts closely re
lated to Kathak and its larger traditions in villages, towns and in 
temples, the Festival sought to demonstrate that K athak is not merely 
a dance form but a national heritage to be proud of. H aveli Sangeet, 
Pakhawaj MandaI and Kathavachan were such other forms which 

found a place in the Festival. The burgeoning contemporary Kathak 
scene and its bold attempts to explore new avenues of creative expres
sion, along with attempts tha t seek to re-interpret and to put to crea
tive use the traditional lore, also found a place in the Festival. 

A major artistic achievem ent of the festival was the presentation 
of two bold experimental works hailed by one dance critic as represen
ting a leap across centuries. The two numbers ' Laya Parikrama' by 
the Production Unit of the K endra and 'Atah Kim ' by the artistes of 
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Kadamb, Ahmedabad, made a total departure from the usual dance
dramas seen in Kathak style. 

Holi celebrated 

On the occasion of the Holi Festival, the Kendra once again sta
ged its popular dance-drama, Hori Dhoom Macho Ri, in three public 
shows on March 17, 18 & 19 in the open air lawns of Bahawalpur 
House. The dance-drama which celebrates the Holi in dance and mu

sic and draws upon the folk and religious lore associated with the fes
tival, is choreographed by Shri Birju Maharaj. The occasion provided 
yet another opportunity to a large number of young students of all ages 
to gain stage experience and is now part of the training programme. 

The performances as usual, proved highly popular and were largely 
attended. 

Other spcnsored programmes 

The Kendra was featured in follwing prestigeous cultural progra
mmes at Rashtrapati Bhavan in honour of distinguished guests on 
State visits to India: 

i) October 31, 1980 in honour of the Prime Minister of Den

mark. 

ii) November 14, 1980 : On the birth anniversary of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Kendra visited Allahabad and gave a 
highly successful performance on an invitation of the Jawahar 

Lal Nehru Memorial Fund. 

iii) November 24, 1980 : in honour of His Royal Highness, the 
Prince of Wales. 

iv) 

v) 

December 21, 1980 : On an invitation from Akhil Bharatiya 
Sangeet Samelan, Kendra was featured in a programme at 

Etawath (U. P.). 

February 23, 1981 : the Kendra presented a programme 

comprising select dance numbers at KanpuI' under the auspices 

of Northern Railway MusiC & Dance Centre. 
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vi) March 4, 1981 : in honour of his Excellency, Mr. Karl Cars
tens, President of the Federal-Republic of Germany, and Ma
dame Veronica Carstens. I 

vii) A performance of the Kendra's popular dance-drarra, Hori 
Dhoom IVfacho Ri, was arranged for the delegates to the 
Sp17jJnsium on Excited State in Chemistry and Biology organised by 

the Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India. 

The Kendra as Service Organisation 

The Ker.dra continues to render useful service to individual artists 
and art institutions by letting them draw upon its talent for perform

ances, teaching etc. wilhin and outside the country. It also functions 

as a dearing house of inf0rmation on various matters relating to Kathak 

dance. 

Loan of Sertice 

The services of Shri Pradeep Shankar, a dancer in the Production 

Unit, and Shri Govinda Prasad Chakraborty, the Tabla Player, were 

loaned to Indian Council for Cultural Relations for teaching assign
ments abroad in Trinidad and Tobago and British Guyana respectively. 
The services of Shri M.L. Shukla, Kendra's dance teacher, were loaned 
to Shri Ram Bharatiya Kala Kendra as guest choreographer for a ma
jor production of dance-drama, Shan-e-Mughal, premiered in Delhi on 

16th March 198). Shri Shukla was responsible for choreography with 
Music by Ustad Amjad Ali Khan. Two of Kendra's students, Kumari 

Scema Sharma lent voice felr a L.P. record of the music and Kumari 

Neera Batra was featured in important roles in the dance-drama. 

Among the Short-Term students of foreign origin, the Kendra re

ceived, for training in Pakhawaj, a Japanese student Toshi Tsuchitori, 

percussionist in Peter Brook's Theatre in Paris. 

Satnaraine Balkaran<;singh, an ex-student of the Kendra and now 

one of the art Directors & choreographers of Nrityanjali Theatre in 
West Indies attended a short-term course with Shri Birju Maharaj. 
Balkaransingh is involved in teaching and presenting full length 
productions in Kathak, in the West Indies and other neighbouring 
countries. 
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Smt. Nahid Siddiqui a Kathak dancer from Pakistan, now in the 
United Kingdom, received training in dance with Birju Maharaj. 

The following artists of the Kendra were included in cultural dele
gation on concert tours abroad : 

On a tour sponsored by lCCR, Shri Birju Maharaj, Kumari Sas
wati Sen, Shri Ashok Bhattacharya, Km. Kalyani Pal (an ex-student 

of the Kendra) participated in Music and Dance Festival in Rome and 
visited a few other countries betwgen July 21 and August 30, 198,). Shri 
Krishna Mohan, a member of Production Unit visited Yugoslavia and 
Bulgaria on a tour sponsored by the Trade Fair Authority of India. Shri 
Subhash N irwan, Tabla Player, participated in the Sanskritik Festival, 
U.K., sponsord by lCCR. 

Km. Renu Trigunayat, (Specialisation Course) won the first prize 
and trophy in the Regional Dance Competition (Senior Group) held by 
U.P. Sangeet Natak Akademi at Lucknow. Km. Veronique Azan 

(Specialisation Course) conducted teaching classes and performed in 
Paris during the Summer Vacations. Shri Ashok Chakravarty (final 
year Diploma) won the first prize and trophy in a Dance competition 

held by a local dance organisation. 

Work shop 

Under Kendra's programme of inviting distinguished artistes to 
conduct intensive workshops (particularly in artistic areas where ad

quate teaching arrangements are not available within the Kendra), Us

tad Yunus Hussain Khan of the Agra Gharana, currently teaching at 

Shantiniketan, was invited to conduct a three-week Workshop between 

November 24 and December J 5, 1980. The scope of the workshop was 
basically oriented to achieving practical results in terms of exploring 

and enlarging musical b lS ~ of Kathak dance. The Ustad was assig,led 
to work with each of the three senior dance classes with a view to adop
ting at least one of the several musical forms (Tirvat, Khayal, Dhrupad, 
Hori etc.) for new choreography works in Kathak. The Ustad and 
participants b:)th were highly gratified wit h the results. Some of the 

work done in the workshop was later presented in the Bindadin Kathak 

lVlahotsava, 1981 and in other programmes. 



44 SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI 

Collection if Material on Kathak 

At the instance of the Kendra, recordings of folk music of Rajas
than (Maganiars) and Haveli Sangeet (musicians attached to Srinathji 

temple at Nathdwara) were made, in the Sangeet Natak Akademi. 
Copies thereof are being acquired. 

A comprehensive ph0to-coverage of the Bindadin Kathak Maho

tsava 1981 now forms part of the Collection of the Kendra, which in
cludes dance photographs of almost all the leading Kathak dancers of 
the country. 

An hour and half long recording of rare compositions of Hindus
tani Music by Ustad Yunus Hussain Khan of the /\gra Gharana was 

made. The compositions were chosen with a view to incorporating 
them into the Kathak repertoire. 

In an effort to collect literature on Kathak, a number of articles 
were duplicated to serve as reading material for students. 

A number of new books were added to the Library of the 
Kendra. 

Appointments 

During the year, three new dancers, Shri Shivji Misra, Ram 

Mohan !vrisra, Km. Kalyani Pal, all ex-students of the Kendra, were 
appointed in the Production Unit. The Unit, headed by Guru Birju 
Maharaj, now comprises the following: 

1. Smt. Bharati Gupta 

2. Smt. Geetanjali Lal 
3. Shri Krishna Mohan Misra 
4. Kumari Saswati Sen 
5. Shri Ram Mohan Misra 
6. Shri Bipul Chandra Das 
7. Km. Kalyani Pal 
8. Shri Shivji Misra 
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Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, ImphaJ 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal, IS 

another constituent Unit of the Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi. 
It is one of the leading dance teaching organisations in Manipur and 

the country. It offers several comprehensive courses of Manipuri 

dances. 

The management of the Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Aca

demy vest in the Executive Board of the Sangeet Natak Akademi, 

which is assisted by a Local Advisory Committee. This Committee 
advises the Executive Board on all matters of policy in respect of train

ing, main tehance of sta ndards etc. and formulates programmes and 
schemes for implementation by the Academy. 

The members 01 the Local Advisory Committee are :--

I. Shri L. P. Singh, Governor of Manipur 

2. Shri E. Nilakanta Singh, Director of Social 
Welfare and Arts & Culture, Govt. of 
Manipur. 

3. Shri P. Radheshyam Singh, 
Secretary (Education), Govt. of 

Manipur. 
4. Shri Mangthoi Thaimei, Prof. 

D. M. College. 
5. Shri A. Minaketan Singh. 

6. Shri A.N. Dhawan, Secretary, 
Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi. 

7. Shri R.K. Achouba Singh, Teacher's 

Represen ta tive/ ]NMDA. 
8. Shri R.K. Priyagopalsana, 

Principal. 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 

M ember 

- do -

- do -

- do -

- do -

- do -

Shri Govind Vid yarthi, an Assistant Secretary of the Sangeet Na

tak Akademi functions as the Secretary of the JNMDA. 

The entire strength of th e Teaching Staff is 35 members. 
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Number of students on the roll during the year were as under :-

Certificate Course 1st year. -58 

" " 
2nd year. -7 

" " 
3rd year. -23 

Diploma Course 1 st year. -28 . 2nd year. -12 " 
,. 

" " 
3rd year. -13 

Post Gradua te Course I st year. -38 
,. 2nd year. -30 

In the year 1980-81 the J.N. Manipur Dance Academy received 
grants of Rs. 6,32,000/- for Non-Plan and Rs. 2,32,000/- for Plan from 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi and Rs. 5000/- from the Manipur State 
Kala Akademi, Imphal. 

In the year 1980 the BaUet "GEET GOVINDA" was produced 
under the direction of Smt. S. Ton don Devi, Choreography Asstt .. 
Manipur Ballet Unit. Another Ballet "SANAREMBI" directed by 
Shri Th. Chaotombi Singh, Production Asstt., Manipur BaHat Unit, is 
going to be produced shortly. 

The Ballet Unit puts up regular shows on the last Saturday of 

every month. In the month of November, 1980 a group of young stu
dents participated in the JawaharIal Nehru Birth Day Celebrations held 
on 14th Nov. 1980 at New Delhi. In the month of September, 1980 
the Manipur BaUet Unit went on a tour of South India and gave per
formances at Hyderabad, Bangalore, Trivandrum etc. 

Library 

The Academy has a fairly good collection of books in its Library 
which are being used by local and visiting scholars. 

Publications 

During the year under review the Academy published the follow
ing books ;-
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1. Bhakti Ras by H. Chitrasen Singh, Guru, JNMDA. 

2. Meitei Jagoi by Th. Tarunkumar Singh, Guru, JNMDA. 
Ahanba Lamjing 

3. An Aspect of by Prof. E. Nilakanta Singh, Vice-Chairman, 

Indian Culture. JNMDA. 

The IN. Manipur Dance Academy organised a 3-day Annual 

Function in memory of late Guru M. Amubi Singh, one of the founder 
members of the Academy. A Special brochure was also brought out 
on this occasion. 

The A<:ademy is glvmg twenty four scholarships at the rate of 
Rs. 100/- per month to the most deserving students of the Diploma 

Course in Dance and Sankirtana. 

Programmes 

The following three Programmes were presented by the JNMDA 

on dates and on occasions mentioned below :-

Date of Performance 

9-1-1981 

3-1-1981 

17-2-1981 

In honour of 

In honour of Major Gen. K.L. Kochar, 

G.O.C. 

In honour of Shri C. M. Stephen, Union 
Minister of Communications, 
Govt. of India. 

In honour of Shri B. B. Lyngdoh, Chief 

Minister of Meghalaya. 

Budget and Accounts 

The Akademi receives grant-in-aid from the Department of Cul

ture, l\1inistry of Education, Govt. of India for meeting expenditure 
relating to Non-plan and Plan activities. The total budget provision 
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of the Akademi for 1980-81 in respect of Non-plan and Plan expendi
ture was as follows: 

Non Plan 

Plan 

Budget Estimates 
1980-81 

Rs. 34,47,500 

Rs. 24,63,000 

Revised Estimates 

1980-81 

Rs. 35,72,000 

Rs. 32,00,000 

The consolidated statement of receipts and payment accounts for 
1980-81 relating to the Sangeet Natak Akademi and its constituent 
units, namely, Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal 
and Kathak Kendra, New Delhi are at Appendix V (a) and V (b). 
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14/3 Nrupthunga Road 
Bangalore-560001 

Kerala 

20. Shri Vaikom Chandrasekharan 
Nair 
Chairman 
Kerala Sangeetha Nataka 
Akademi 
Trichur-680001 

Lakshadweep 
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29. Shri D.V. Narayanasamy 
Secretary 
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Manram 
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Tripura 
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30. Shri Shashi Bhushan Saran 
Secreta ry, Dept. of Culture 
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Lucknow 
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3/. Shri Hemanta Kumar Mu
khopa dhyay 

6, Sarat Chatterjee Avenue 
Calcutta-700029 
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32. Shri H.S. Jassal 
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Dept. of Culture 
Govt. of India 
New Delhi 
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casting Rf'presentativl1 

33. Shri S. L. Kapoor 
J t. Secretary 
Ministry of Information & 

Broadcasting 
Govt. of India 
New Delhi 

Sahilya Akademi Representatives 

34. Dr. R.S . Kelkar 
Secretary, Sahitya Akademi 
Rabindra Bhavan 
Ferozeshah Road, 
New Delhi 

35. Prof. Vasant Bapat 
Kukul Kunj 
11th Road, Kha r 
Bombay-400052 

Lalit Kala Akademi Representatives 

36. Shri R. L. Bartholomew 
Secretary, Lalit Kala Aka
demi 
Rabindra Bhavan 
Ferozeshah Road 
New DeIhi-l 10001 

37. Smt. Ranu Mookerjee 

7, Ho Chi Minh Sarani 
Calcutta-700016 
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38. Dr. Mallikarjun B. Mansur 
Hon. Director, 
Institute of Music, 
Faculty of Fine Arts, 
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Dharwa r-580003 

39. Shri Emani Sanka ra Sastri 
7. Market Road 
New Delhi-J 10001 

40. Shri Dhirendra Nath Patnaik 
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demi 

Museum Bldgs. 
Bhubaneswar-151006 

41. Smt. Sonal Mansingh 
C-304, Defence Colony 
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42. Shri A ntsher Lobo 
46, FOI bes St. 
Bombay-400001 

43. Shri Bansi Lal Kaul 
National School of Drama 
Bahawa lpur House 
Bhagwandas Road 
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44. Shri Nasir Aminuddin Dagar 

12 A, Jatin Dass Road 
CaIcutta-700029 
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45. Prof. Maduari S. Somasunda- 51. Shri B.V.K. Sastry 
ram 42/10 Seshadripuram 
No. 12, 1st Main Road Sreepuram Second Cross 

Lake Area, Nungamhakkam Bangalore·560020 

Madras-600034 52. Dr. Maheswar Neog 

46. Shri S. Ramanlljam 
Punjabi Bhavan Annexe 

School of Drama 
Punjabi Uuiversity 

Calicut Uuiversity Patiala (Punjab)-147002 

Dr. John Mathai Centre 
53. Smt. Mrinalini Sarabhai 

Aranattukara Darpana Academy of Per-
Trichur-680618 (Kerala) 

forming Arts, 

47. Dr. Prem Lata Sharma Chidambaram, 

Dept. of Musicology P.O. Ashram Vistar 

Faculty of Music & Fine Arts Ahmedabad-380013 

Banaras Hindu University 
54. Smt. Sulabha Deshpande 

Varanasi-221005 
3/44, Madhava Saha Niwas 

48. Dr. H. K. Ranganath Mogal Lane, Mahim 

49, I Main Maruthi Extn. Bombay-400016 

Sriramapuram 55. Shri Parvati Kumar 
Bangalore-560021 B 6, Ganesh Prasad 

Sleater Road 
49. Mohanrao Kal1ianpurkar Bomba y-400007 

'Shrivastalya' 
19, Madhavpur, 56. Shri Singhajit Singh 

Hubli-580020 Director, Tri yen i Ballet 
Triveni Kala Sangam 

Co-opted members under rule 4. ix 205, Tansen Marg 
New Delhi-l 10001 

50. Dr. P. N. Pushp 
33, Gogji Bagh 57. (member, elected as Vice 
Srinagar-19000 I Chairman.) 
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GRANTS TO INSTITUTIONS SANCTIONED IN 1980-81 

SI . .No. Name oj the 

Institution 
Amount 
sanctioned 

Purpose 

(1) (2) 

Andhra Pradesh 

I. Kalakshetram, Eluru. 

2. Sri Ramakrishna 
Natyamandali, Nellore. 

3. Sri Siddhendra Kalak
shetram, Krishna Dist. 

4. New Music School, 

Ryderabad. 
5. Sri National Mahila 

(3) 
Rs. 

5,000/-

5,000/-

15,000/-

2,000/-

2,500/-

(4) 

Conducting summer re-
fresher course. 
Training in musical drama 
(salaries of teachers). 
Training in kuchipudi 

salaries and stipends. 
Purchase of musical Ins-
truments. 
Purchase of musical ins-

Natya Mandali, Vijayawada. truments. 

Assam 
1. Ratbor Kendriya Natya 

Samaj. Nowgong. 

2. Sibsagar Natya Samaj, 
Assam. 

3. Shri Sankardev Kala 
Kristi Kendra, 
DisH. Sibsagar, 

4. Prantiya Samaj Kalyan 

Ashram, North Lakhimpur. 

5,000/- Training in and produc
tion of Ankia Nat and 

Bhavana folk theatre in 
collaboration with a 
Sattra. 

3,000/- Purchase of tape recorder. 

2,000/- Production of a puppet 
play. 

1,500/- Purchase of 

tablas. 

sitars and 
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5. Gharmora Model Satra 2,000/- Salaries of teachers . 
Hills and Plains Cultural 
Institution, North La khimpur. 

6. Manipur Sangeet Ashram 2,500/- Training in Manipuri dance 

(salary of teachers). Silchar. 

7. Seujia Samaj Sangeet 
Vidyalaya, Sibsagar. 

8. Kalaguru Sangeet 
Mahavidyalaya, Tezpur. 

Bihar 

I. Nritya Kala Kendra, 

Jamshedpur. 

2. Sri Jagannath Art School, 

Seraikella. 

.... 3. Bihar Art Theatre, 
Patna. 

4. The Tagore Society, 

Jamshedpur. 

Delhi 

1. Abhiyan, New Delhi. 
2. Parvatiya Kala Kendra, 

New Delhi. 

3. Delhi School of Music, 

New Delhi. 

4. Natranjan Puppet Theatre, 

New Delhi. 

5. Manipuri Fin e I\rts 
Centre, New Delhi. 

6. Humsub, New Delhi. 

7. Bharatiya Sangeet Sadan, 

New Delhi. 

2,000/- Salaries of teachers. 

2,500/- Purchase of sitars and tab
las and salaries of dance 
teachers. 

2,000/- Purchase of Tamburas 

and tablas. 

5,000/- Training in chhou mask

making, salaries of teachers 

and stipends to trainees . 
4,500/- 2,500/- salaries of teachers 

in dance; 
2,000/- purchase of tablas 
and tamburas. 

2,000/- Purchase of tanpuras and 
tablas. 

7,500/- For production of a play. 
5,000/- Production of Ramleela 

ballet (Kumaoni style). 

5,000/- Towards main tenance of 

3,000/-

3,000/-

5,000/-
7,500/-

musical instruments and 
purchase of new ones. 

Training in puppetry, sala
ries of teachers. 
Training in Manipuri, 
salaries of teachers. 
Production of a new play. 
Salary of four dancers from 
Braj. 
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8. Shriram Bharatiya Kala 

Kendra, New Delhi. 
8,000/- Salaries of teachers and 

purchase of musical ms
truments. 

9. Kuchipudi Dance Academy, 3,000/
New Delhi. 

Training in Kuchipudi, 
50% of the salary of Guru 
Rama Rao. 

10. Gandharva Maha 
Vidyalaya, New Delhi. 

] 1. Indian Puppet Centre, 
New Delhi. 

"'12. Nritya Kaustubha Cultural 

Society, New Delhi. 

13. Bharatiya Natya Sangh, 
New Delhi. 

14. Ambedkar Ramlila Dra

matic Club, Delhi. 

15. Brechtian Mirror, 
New Delhi. 

16. Maharaja Jai Lal Lalit 
Kala Akademy, 
New Delhi. 

17. Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Youth Centre, 
New Delhi. 

18. Delhi Natya Sangh, 
New Delhi. 

19. Shri Ram Centre for 
Art and Culture, 

New Delhi. 

7,500/- Salaries of teachers. 

3,000/- Production of a puppet 
play "Jhansi Ki Rani". 

6,000/- For conducting research 
on old vedic compositions 
and translate them into 
Bharata Nat yam. Subject 

to the condition that 
grant IS not given by 
Deptt. of Culture 

5,000/- Survey of theatre III r 

Maharashtra and Bengal. 

2,000/- Production of a Play 

2,000/- Production of two short 
plays 

2,000/- Training In Kathak 
dance, salaries of teachers 

3,000/- Training in music and 
dance 

3,000/- Holding a theatre work
shop on play production 
[or amateur theatre direc
tors of Delhi 

7,500/- For building up the script 
bank 
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Goa 

1. Kala Shuklendu, Pallaji. 

Gujarat 
1. Bhartiya Sangeet 

Sansad, R ajkot. 

2. Shree Rang Milan Kala 
Mandai, Abmedabad. 

3. Sangeet Natya Bharati, 
Rajkot. 

4. Shri Saurashtra Kala 
Kendra, Rajkot. 

5. Kadamb, Ahmedabad. 

Haryana 

J. Haryana Lok M anch, 
Tohana. 

Jammu & Kashmir 

1. Ram Kala Mandir, 
Udham pur. 

2. Kashmir Bhagat Theatre, 
Akingam (Kashmir). 

Karnataka 

J. Hangarcutta Yakshagana 
Kalakendra, Hangarcutta. 

2. Sri Purandara Seva 
Samithi, Bangalore. 

5,000/- For training camp for 
Children theatre. 

3,000/- For promotion of classica l 
Hindustan i 1\1 usic. 

3,000/- For survey and research 
of folk and tribal dance 
of Gujarat. 

3,000/- For survey and collection 
of Saurashtra folk songs 
and folk dance songs. 

3,000/- For scheme of preservation 
and documentation of 
Bhavai, Ras Leela, Dhadi
Leela and other folk forms. 

15,000/- 7,500/- For sala ries of tea
chers (training in K at hak 
dance); 7,500/- for visiting; 
Guru. 

4,000/- For production of a play 

1,500/- For purchase or sound and 
light equipments. 

2,500/- For collect ion of Bhand 
Pathers. 

7,500/- For salaries of teachers 
and stipends to trainees. 

4,000/- For conducting Aradha· 
nathsa va of St. Shri Puran

daradasa at Hampi. 
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3. Shri Nilakanteshwara Natya 4,000/- For purchase of books per-

Seva Sangha, Hegoddu. tammg to theatre and 

allied art. 
4. Mysore Educational Cultural 5,000/

and Service Society, 
For training in Yakshaga
na Puppetry-salary of 
Guru Kogga Kamath. 

6,000/- for Musicians' 
Conference and Expert 
Committee Sessions. Copy 

5. 
Coondapoor. 

Karnataka Gana Kala 
Parishat, Bangalore. 

8 ,000/-

of the documented mater

ial should be supplied to 

S.N.A. 

2,000/- for purchase of 
cassette recorder and tapes. 

6. Yakshagana Kendra, Udipi. 10,000/- For training in Yakshaga-

7. Meenakshi Sundaram 
Centre of Performing Arts, 
Bangalore. 

Kerala 

1. Kerala Kala Mandiram, 
Trichur. 

2. Margi, Trivandrum. 

na, salaries of teachers. 
7,500/- For training III Bharata 

Nat yam, salaries of tea
chers. 

3,000/- To cover half salary of· 

Smt. Kshemavathy, Chief 
Dance Instructor. 

3,000/- For Survey project in 
Theyyam. The copy of 
documented material 

should be submitted to 
S.N.A. 

7,000/- For ottanthullal section 

2,000/
For Velakkali section 

2,000/
For Ramayana ballet 

3,000/-
4. Ranga Prabhath, Trivandrum. 6,000/- For holding a children's 

thea tre workshop in rural 

3. Viswa Kala Kendra, 

Trivandrum. 

areas. 
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5. Kunchan Smaraka Samithi, 2,000/
Kerala. 

Salary of teacher 
ottan th ullal. 

for 

6. Bala Vikas Bhavan, Cochin. 5,000/- For holding a children 

7. Sankaranarayana K ala 
Bhavan, Ambalapuzha. 

8. Unnayi Warrier Smaraka 
Kalanilayam, Irinjalakuda. 

9. Gandhi Seva Sadan 
Kathakali & Classic Art 
Akademy, Palgha t. 

10. Kerala Kala Mandal a m, 
Cheruthuruthi. 

Madhya Pradesh 

1. Kala Mandir, Gwalior. 

2. Artistes Combine, Gwalior. 

3. Folk Arts Academy, Sagar. 

·4. Ma-:lhya Pradesh Lok K ala 
Sansthan, Mandla. 

5. Shankar Gandhrva M ahavi
dyalaya, Gwalior. 

6. Rang Shivir, Bhopal. 

Mahara~htra 

J. Natya Sangh, Bombay. 

theatre training camp. 
5,000/- For stipends to students. 

15,000/- For training in Kathakali 
dance, salary of teachers 
a nd stipends to students. 

7,500/- Training 111 Kathakali, 

salaries of teachers . 

10,000/- For tape 
recordings 
costumes. 

recorder and 
and set of 

7,500/- For hold!ng a theatre 
workshop for tramwg 
under th e supervision of 

Shri B. M. Shah or Shri 
Bansi K 'l lll. 

3,000/- For pro :lll ct ion of a strai
ght mo Jern play. 

2,500/- For survey and researoh 
work On Bastar folk dan ces. 
Copy of the documen
ted material should be 
supplied to S.N,A. 

5,000/- For training in folk dance 
and Directors fees. 

6,000/- For training In classical 
music . 

3,000/- For production of a play 
"Judge Sahab". 

5.000/- For blind workers theatre 
project. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Little Theatre 
(Balrangbhoomi), Bombay. 

Kala ChhaYa, Pune. 

Nalanda Dance Research 

Centre, Bombay, 

Theatre Academy, Pune. 

5,0001- For organising training 
centre for children's theat

re activity. 
2,500/- For training in Kathak, 

salaries of teachers. 
5,0001- For training in Bharata 

Nat yam, Kathakali and 
Mohini Attam (salaries of 
teachers) . 

10,000/- For purchase of lighting 
equipments. 

6. Sangeet Mahabharati, Bombay. 4,0001- For advance training m 

tabla. 
7. Tamasha Kala Kalawant 

Mandir, Bombay. 
8. Nritya Bharali Kathak 

Dance Academy, PUne. 

9. Ranga Sharda Pratisthan, 

Bombay. 
10. Nritya Shree, Bombay. 

11. Sri Prithviraj Kapoor 
Memorial Trust, Bombay. 

12. Shri Shivanand Sangit 
Mahavidyalaya, Wardha. 

13. Gayan Vadan Vidyalaya, 

Nanded. 
14. Usankar Ballet Troupe, 

Bombay. 
15. Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva 

Mahavidyalaya MandaI, 

Bombay. 

5,000/- For training of artistes in 
Tamasha and folk theatre. 

12,500/- 8,000/- For training in 
ka thak - salaries of teachers. 
4,500/- Comparative study 
of Abhinaya in Kathak and 
Bharata Natym. 

3,000/- For training in stage music 

1.500/- For purchase of musical 
instruments. 

10,000/- For providing theatre faci
lities at subsidized rates. 

2,000/- For salaries of teachers . 

4,000/- For salaries of teachers. 

2,000/- For training in Ballet 

7,500/- For organising All India 
Music Teachers' Confere
nce at CUI tack in Decem
ber 1980. Report of the 
conference may be obtain
ed. 
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5. Kunchan Smaraka Samithi, 2,000/
Kerala. 

Salary of teacher for 
ottanthullal. 

6. Bala Vikas Bhavan, Cochin. 5,000/- For holding a children 
theatre training camp. 
For stipends to students. 7. Sankaranarayana Kala 5,000/-

Bhavan, Ambalapuzha. 
8. Unnayi Warrier Smaraka 15,000/- For training in Kathakali 

dance, salary of teachers 
and stipends to students. 
Training In Kathakali, 

salaries of teachers. 

Kalanilayam, Irinjalakuda. 

9. Gandhi Seva Sadan 7,500/-
Kathakali & Classic Art 
Akademy, Palghat. 

10. Kerala Kala Mandalam, 
Cheruthuruthi. 

Madhya Pradesh 

I. Kala Mandir, Gwalior. 

10,000/- For tape 
recordings 
costumes. 

recorder and 
and set of 

7,500/- For hold!ng a theatre 
workshop for traInIng 
under the supervision or 

Shri B.M. Shah or Shri 
Bansi K1Ul. 

2. Artistes Combine, Gwalior. 3,000/- For prodllction of a strai
ght modern play. 

3. Folk Arts Academy, Sagar. 

·4. Ma::lhya Pradesh Lok Kala 
Sansthan, Mandla. 

5. Shankar Gandhrva Mahavi
dyalaya, Gwalior. 

6. Rang Shivir, Bhopal. 

Mahara"htra 

1. Natya Sangh, Bombay. 

2,500/- For survey and researoh 
work on Bastar folk dances. 
Copy of the documen
ted mater ial should be 
supplied to S.N,A. 

5,000/- For training in folk dance 
and Directors fees. 

6,000/- For training m classical 
music. 

3,000/- For production of a play 
"Judge Sahab". 

5.000/- For blind workers theatre 
project. 
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2. Little Theatre 5,000/- Por organising traInIng 
(Balrangbhoomi) , Bombay. centre for children's thea t-

re activity. 
3. Kala Chhava, Pune. 2,500/- For training in Kathak, 

salaries of teachers. 
4. Nalanda Dance Research 5,000/- For training in Bharata 

Centre, Bombay, Nat yam, Kathakali and 
Mohini Attam (salaries of 
teachers) . 

5. Theatre Academy, Pune. 10,000/- For purchase of light ing 
eq uip men ts . 

6. Sangeet Mahabharati, Bombay. 4,000/- For advance training m 

tabla. 
7. Tamasha Kala Kalawant 

Mandir, Bombay. 
8. Nritya Bharati Kathak 

Dance Academy, Pune. 

9. R anga Sharda Pratisthan, 
Bombay. 

10. Nritya Shree, Bombay. 

I}, Sri Prithviraj Kapoor 

Memorial Trust, Bombay. 
12. Shri Shivanand Sangit 

Mahavidyalaya, Wardha. 

13. Gayan Vadan Vidyalaya, 

Nanded. 
14. Usankar Ballet Troupe, 

Bombay. 
15. Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva 

Mahavidyalaya Mandai, 

Bombay. 

5,000/- For training of artistes 111 

Tamasha and folk theatre. 
12,500/- 8,000/- Fo r training in 

kathak - salaries of teachers. 
4,500/- Comparative study 
of Abhinaya in Kathak and 
Bharata Natym. 

3,000/- For training in stage music 

1,500/- For purchase of musical 
instruments. 

10,000/- For providing theatre faci
lities at subsidized rates. 

2,000/- For salaries of teachers. 

4,000/- For salaries of teachers. 

2,0001- For training in Ballet 

7,5001- For organising All India 
Musi c T eachers' Confere

nce at CUI tack in Decem
ber 1980. R epor t of the 
~onference may be obtain
ed. 
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Manipur 

1. Manipuri Nartanalaya, 3,000/-
Imphal. 

2. Kalakshetra Manipur, Imphal, 8,000/-

For tramIng in Manipuri 
dance, salaries of teachers 
For tribal theatre project 
Rs. 5,000/-

3. Guru Atomba Institute of 
Dance & Music, Imphal. 

4. Cultural Training Institute, 
Imphal. 

*5. Meitei Leima Jatra-Cum-
Drama Association, Imphal. 

6. The Society Theatre, Imphal. 

7. Theatre Centre Manipur, 
Imphal 

3,OCO/-

2,000/-

2,000/-

2,000/-

2,000/-

For theatre 

Rs. 3,000/
workshop 

For training in Manipuri 
danc(', salaries of teachers 
Salaries of teachers. 

For prOduction of a tradi
tional play 
For production of a new 
play 
For production of' a play 

8. Sallgeet Kala Sangam, Imphal. 2,0001 For purchas~ of stage 

9. 

] 0. 

II. 

12. 

Avant Garde, Imphal. 

Changdin Ganphu Cultural 
Organisation, Imphal 

The Huyon Lalong Manipur 
Thangta Cui tural Associa tion, 

Manipur. 
Shree Shree Govindajee 

Nartanalaya, ImphaJ. 

13. Singjamei Social Club, 
Manipur. 

5,000/-

3,000/-

5,000/-

3,000/-

lighting equipments 
For production of plays 

(Rs. 4,676.25p· released) 
For holding a Kabui 

Festival. 

For organising 
on martial 
Manipur. 
1,500/- for 

teachers. 

a seminar 
arts of 

salaries of 

1,500/- for research work. 
Copy of the documented 
material should be supp
lied to S.N.A. 

2,000/- For purchase of stage 
lighting equipments 

14. The Social Dramatic Union, 2,000/- For production of a play 
Imphal. 
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15. The l\fanipur Sangeet 
Natya Mahavidyalaya, 
Imphal. 

Orissa 

]. Ka!a Vikash Kendra, 
Cuttack. 

2. Orissa Sangit Parishad, 

Puri. 

3. The United Artistes, 

Bhubaneswar. 

4. Shyam Sunder Sangeet 
l\{ahavidyalaya, Puri. 

5. The Theatre, Cuttark. 

6. S"varna Chuda Chhau 

Institute, Raj Nilgiri. 

7. The Neela Saila Kala 
l\fandir, Koraput. 

8. Nrutya Sangeet Kala 
Mandir, Balasorc. 

9. Brajeswari Nrutya Kala 

Sansad, Kumbhari. 

2,000/- For training In Kubuki 
Dance. 

7,000/- For training in music and 
dance, salaries of teachers. 

3,000/- For Children's 

Festival. 
Drama 

2,500/- For purchase of spot light, 

For training in Pakhawaj. 

3,CCO/- Sa laries of teachers. 

3,OCO/- For production of Oriya 
plays. 

2,OCOf- For training in chhau 

dance, salaries of teachcrs 
and purchase of musical 

instruments. 

2,000/- For salaries of teachers. 

2,000/- For Silver Jubilee Cele
bration. 

2,500/- For project of develop

ment of Sabda; Swara, 
Nrutya-Patha and re
search. Copy of the 

documented rna terial 

should be supplied to 

S.N.A. 

10. Kavichandra Kala Kendra, 1,500/- Salaries of teachers 

Rourkella. 

II. Satabdir Kalakar, 

Bhubancswar. 

12. utkal Sangeet Samaj, 
Cut tack. 

2,COO/- For production of folk 

plays 

1;500/- For purchase of equip
ments 
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13. Narendrapur Kala Vikash 
Kendra, N arendrapur. 

14. Mayurbhanj Chhau Nrutya 
Pratishthan, Baripada. 

15. Manmohan Sangeet Parishad, 
Bhadrak. 

16. Gandhiji Sangeet Kala 

Mandir, Ganjam. 

Punjab 
1. Pracheen Kala Kendra, 

Chandigarh. 

2. Indian National Theatre, 

Chandigarh. 

5,0001- For training in folk dances 
of Orissa. Salaries of Guru 
Bhagwan Sahu and stip

ends for 8 students. 

5,000/-

2,000/-

5,000/-

For holding a Chaitra 
Parva Festival. 
Salaries of teachers. 

For holding a festival of 

local mask dance, music 
and drumming. 

3,000/- Salaries of teachers 

5,000/- Subsidy towards Annual 

3. Apeejay Kala Kendra, 5,000/-

Sangeet Sammelan 

Training of music and 
dance to c1eaf and dumb 

students, salanes of teachers. 

Holding of 9 month's dip
loma course in acting and 

Jullundur (Wing of Rajeswari 

Kala Sangam). 

4. Punjab Kala Manch, 5,000/-
(International ) Ludhiana. 

stage craft. 
5. Kala Kendra, Gurdaspur. 5,000/- Training in dance and 

Rajasthan 
1. Sangeet Kala Kendra, 4,000/-

Bhilwara. 
2. Kala Bharati, Alwar. 2,000/-

3. Bharatiya Lok Kala MandaI, 12,500/
Udaipur. 

4. Tnveni Sanstha, Udaipur. 5,000/-

music. 

Subsidy towards organising 
Gair-N ritya Samaroh. 
Training in Kathak dance, 
salary of teacher Shri 

Charan Girclhar Chand 
Subsidy towards their Ann
ual LOkanuranjan Festival 
Organising training camp 

in drama under supervision 
of Shri Bhanubharati, Ex
student of National School 
of Drama 
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5. Aekalavya Theatre Society, 

Jodh p'lr. 

5,000/- FOr preservation and docu
mentation of Kuchamani 
Khyal under the supervi
sion of Shri Komal Kothari. 

Copy of documented mate

rial should be supplied 
to SNA. 

6. Marudhar Lok Kala Kendra, 5,000/- For organising Dandia 
Barmer. Gher Festival at Kanana 

7. 

8. 

National Theatre Society, 5,000/-
Bikaner. 

Commilnity Puppet Theatre, 2,000/

Udaipur. 

Tami'nadu 

I. Abhinaya Sudha, Madras. 7,500/-

2. Sri Thyagabrahma 10,000/-
Mahotsava Sabha, 
T anjore Distt. 

3. Music A,ademy, Madras. 15,000/-

4. T ami l Isai Sang-am, 7,000/-

Madras. 

5. The Music Trinity Comm- 3,000/ -
emoration Sahba, Tirtlvarur. 

and Siwana. 

For purchase of tape-recor
der and stage lighting 
equipment. 
For production of a new 

puppet play "Krishna Lee
Ja". 

For training lJ1 Bharata 

Nat yam, ~a l aries of tca
chers . 

For organising and con 
ducting Aradhana Festival 
of Saint Tyagantja. S.N.A. 
should document the 
who le of the festival. 

For research, encourage
ment of junior talents, 
t rai ning and developmen t 
of Teacher's College of 
Mu:;ic, Hindustani music 

an d Experts Conference. 
Training in ancient Tamil 

music, salaries of teachers. 

For cdebra ting the birth
day of Music-Trinity. 

Sl\;A Documentation Unit 
should document. 



ApPENDIX 65 

6. Kalakshetra, Madras. 

7. INA Theatre, Madras. 

8. Sri Jaya Ganesh Tala 

Vadya Vidyalaya, Madras. 

9. Balasaraswati's Classical 
Bharata Natya School, 

Madras. 

10. Kuchipudi Art Academy, 
Madras. 

1 I. Natna Kala Nilayam, 
Madras. 

12. Om Pariasamy Folk Arts 
Training Institute, 
Madurai. 

13. Madras Youth Choir, 
Madras. 

14. Shri Thirtha 
Narayana Swamigal 
Aradhana Celebration 
Committee, Tanjavur Distt. 

15. Sri Purandaradasa 
Vldyalaya, Coimbatore. 

16. Rasika Ranjani Sabha, 
Madras. 

17. Sree Bharatalaya, 
Madras 

18. Purisai Dorasai Kannapa 
Thambiran Paran Parai 
Therukoothu Manram, 
North Arcot Distt. 

20,000/- For training in music and 

dance, salaries of teachers. 

3,0001- Production of a Play 

Appa Sambadikar. 

6,000/- For training (salaries of 
teachers). 

3,000/- For training in Bharata 

Nat yam (T~aining of tea
chers, artistes and Nattu

vangams.) 

8,000/- Training III Kuchipudi 
dance, salaries of teachers. 

6,000/- For production of dance
drama 'Tamil Ariyam 
Peruma!'. 

2,000/- For training in folk dance 

of Tamilnadu. 

7,500/- For trammg m Choral 
singing, salaries of teachers 
and honorarium to instruc
tors 

2,000/- Training III singing of 
Tarangams-salaries of tea
chers. 

2,000/- Conducting Aradhana Fes
tival of Sri Purandaradasa 

5,000/- For purchase of sound 
equipments 

2,000/- For purchase of sound 
equipments 

7,500/- Training III Terukoothu, 
salaries of teachers and 
stipends to students 



66 SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI 

Uttar Pradesh 

1. Roopantar Natya 
Manch, Gorakhpur. 

2. Sri Hari Sankirtan 
Sabha, NainitaI. 

... 3. Kumaon Sanskritik 
K ala Kendra, 
Distt. Almora. 

4. Lok Varta Shodh 
Sansthan, Mlrjapur. 

5. Darpan, Kanpur. 

6. The Lakshmi Sangeet 
Kala Mahavidyalaya, 

Etawah. 
7. Triveni Kala Kendra, 

Agra. 
8. Saraswati Sangeet 

Mahavidyalaya, 
Sitapur. 

9. Darpan, Lucknow. 

10. Raj Murti Sangeet 
Vidyalaya, Jaunpur. 

11. Prabhu Shri Ram Lal 
Sangeet Vidyalaya, 

Jhansi. 
12. Theatre Arts Workshop, 

Lucknow. 
13. Muktakash Natya 

Sansthan, Meerut. 
14. Avadh Culture Club, 

Lucknow. 

West Bengal 

1. Ustad Nasir Moinuddin 
Daggar Dhrupad Sangeet 
Ashram, Calcutta. 

5,000/- For purchase of equipments 

5,000/- For training in music-salaries 
of teachers 

3,000/- For training in folk dance 
and music of Kumaon reg
ion-salaries of teachers. 

2,000/- For purchase of cassette 
recorder. 

7,500/- For production of a play 
'Rustam Sohrab', Bilva 
Mangal' 

2,000/- For purchase of books on 
performing arts. 

1,500/- For purchase of stage light
ing equipments 

3,000/- For training m Kathak 
Dance-salaries of teachers. 

7,500/- For production of a play 

2,000/- For training in music-sala
ries of teachers. 

3,000/- Salaries of teachers. 

7,500/- For production of a play 

3,000/- For production of a play 

7,500/- Subsidy towards production 
of play "Vazid Ali Shah" 

6,000/- For salaries of Pakhawaj 
and Dhrupad teachers. 
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2. Chorus, Calcutta. 5,000/- For purchase of tape-re
corder and stage lighting 

equipments 
3. Bhratiya Shilpi Parishad, 4,000/- For production of dance-

Calcutta. drama "Sojan Badiar 

Ghat". 
4. Lokayata Sanskriti Parishad, 3000/- For holding a festival of 

Calcutta. Chhau dance and tribal 

dances. 
5. U day Shankar India 12,000/- For training in dance and 

music-salaries of teachers. 
For training In music, 
salaries of teachers. 

Cultural Centre, Calcutta. 

6. Nagendra Sangee t 3,000/-
~1ahavidyalaya, Dist. Nadia. 

7. Calcutta School of Music, 5,000/
Calcutta. 

For training in music, 
salaries of teachers 

8. Meitei Jagoi, Calcutta. 3,500/- Salaries of teachers and 

accom pan ists 

9. Manipuri Nartanalaya, 6,000/- For training in I\Janipuri 
dances-salaries of teachers. Calcllt ta 

10. Sangi t Kala Kendra, Distt. J ,000/- Training in Patua Music, 
salaries of teachers Midn:1pur. 

11. Kabach Kundal, Calcutta. 4,000/- For production of a play 
"Harskhalir Hans" 

12. Sarjamveer, 
Dist. Midnapore. 

13. Institute of Indian Theatre 
Arts, Calcutta. 

14. Saurabh, Calcutta. 

15. Living Theatre, 

24 Parganas. 

16. Youth Puppet Theatre, 

Calcutta. 

17. Anamika, Calcutta. 

2,000/- For purchase of light and 
sound eqnipments 

5,000/- For holding a rural work
shop project and product
ion. 

7,500/- For training in dance, 
salaries of teachers. 

3,000/- For organising drama 
work-shop in rural and 
industrial areas 

3.000/- For production of a new 
puppet play 

5,000/- For production of a play 
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18. Akad emi of Folklore, 
Cal cutta. 

19. Himalaya Kala Mandir, 

D a rjeeling. 

20. Telihar Mahajati Music 

College, Midnapore. 

21. Research Institute of Folk 
Culture, Calcutta. 

22. Calcutta Puppet Theatre, 

Calcutta. 

23. Padaboli, Calcuta. 

5,000/- For training In Chhau 
dance in Purulia and sala
ries of teachers. 

5,000/- For training of folk dance 
and music-sala ries of 

teachers. 

3,000,- For training in music and 
dance (salaries of teachers). 

2,500{- For short term training 
course in Puralia chhau 
dance. 

5000/- For production of Puppet 

drama "Ramayana". 

4,000/- For tra ining in pa ntomime, 
sala ries of teachers. 

24. Rabindra Sangit Sikshayatan, 2,000/
Midnapore. 

For training III music, 
salaries of teachers. 

25. Sri Aurobindo International 2,000/-
Cultural Organisa tion, 

Calcutta. 

26. Theatre Unit, Ca lcutta. 5,000/-

27. Bohurupee, Calcutta. 10,000/-

.. Grant not released. 

For Production of dance 
drama "Savitri Mahaka
bya" . 

For purchase of sound, light 
equipments. 

For production of a play . 



GRANTS TO STATE AKADEMIS SANCTIONED IN 1980-81 

S. No. Name of the State Akademi Amount Purpose 

1. Manipur State Kala 

Akademi, Imphal. 

sanctioned 

5,000/- For inviting a theatre 

group from outside Mani
pur. 

2. Himachal Academy of Arts, 10,000/- For purchase of equip-
Culture and Languages, ments. 
Simla. 

3. Orissa Sangeet Natak 
Akademi, Bhubaneswar. 

7,500/- For holding a festival of 
female dancers of Sam
balpur. 
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DISCRETIONARY GRANT SANCTIONED DURING 1980-81 

Sf. 

Ao 
Name oj the person/ 

Institution 

1. Karnataka College of 
Percussion, Bangalore. 

Amount 

sanctioned 
(Rs.) 

Purpose 

2,000/- Preparatory needs in con
nection with tour to Eng
land and Germany spon

sored by Indian Council 

for Cultural Relations. 

2. Gandharva Mahavidyalaya, 2,000/- Holding a workshop for 

New Delhi. 

3. Ruchika Theatre Group, 
New Delhi. 

4. Ustad Salamat Hussian 

Khan, Delhi. 

students apprearing for 
examination leading to the 
award of Alankar and 

Pra veen examina tion 1Il 

music. 

2,000/- To dramatise Prem Chand's 

"Panch Parmeshwar". 

2,000/- Medical treatment. 

5. Bharatiya Lok Kala MandaI, 2,000/
Udaipur 

Renovating the costumes 
for their folk dances. 

6. Shri Malu Ram, 

New Delhi. 

7. Guru Rajkumar Senarik 
Singh, Assam 

8. Smt. Karkada Akkani 
Amma, Bangalore 

9. Shri N. Subramanian, 

North Arcot Dist. 

500/- For preparing 30 puppets 

for a new puppet play 
"Dhola Maru". 

2000/- Medical treatment. 

2000/- For purchase of costumes 
and dress materials etc. 

1500/- Financial relief in connec

tion with death ceremonies 
of his father, Shri Tham

birar. 
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10. Shri Goverdhan Panehal, 
Ahmedabad. 

11. Dr. Indrani Chakravarti, 
Kurukshetra. 

) 2. Kalashram, New Delhi. 

13. Cultural Centre of Perfor. 
ming Arts, Madras. 

14. Mrs. Minakshi Pandey, 
New Delhi. 

15. Maharana Kumbha Sangeet 
Parishad, Udaipur. 

2,000/- Travel expenses to Madras 
and Kerala for collecting 
additional material for 

book on Koothambalams. 
2,000/- Doing field work on musi

cal instrment Kinnarian 
fretted instruments. 

2,000/- Subsidy towards music & 

dance programme held on 
3rd & 4th January 1981 at 
New Delhi. 

1,500/- Purchase of musical instru
ments. 

2,000/- For meeting expenses In 

connection with the fune
ral of her mother late 
Shanti Devi. 

2,000/- Subsidy towards 19th San
geet Samaroh. 



APPENDIX IV 

PROJECTS/ASSIGNMENTS APPROVED BY EXECUTIVE BOARD 
FOR IMPLMENTATION UNDER VARIOUS PLAN 

SCHEMES DURING 1980-81 

Sf. Name of Institution 

Bihar 

·1. Vindhya Kala Mandir, 
Patna. 

Delhi 

1. Natya Institute of Choreo

graphy, New Delhi. 

Maharashtra 

1. Indian National Theatre, 
Bombay. 

*2. Marathi Tamasha Pari
shad, Pune. 

Amount 

Sanctioned 

(Rs.) 

Purpose 

4,000/- Research in folk songs; 
Purchase of tapes and disc 
records. 

10,000/- Yakshagana training, sur

vey and documentation un
der guidance of Documen
tation Unit of SNA. Copy 
of the documented materi
al should be supplied to 
SNA. 

15,000/- For research project of 
Khele and Santwani. 
COpy of documented ~a
terial should be supplied 
to SNA. (50% Released) 

5,000/- For survey and production 
of Tamasha subject to 
evalution report from Shri 
Vijay Tendulkar or Shri 
P.L. Deshpande. Copies of 

documented material 

should be supplied to 

SNA. 
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Uttar Pradesh 

itl. Theatre Workshop, lIT, 
Kanpur. 

West Bengal 

1. Children's Litile Theatre, 

Calcutta. 

State Akademis 

I. Uttar Pradesh Sangeet 

Natak Akademi, 
Lucknow. 

2. Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages, 

Srinagar. 
"'3. Madhya Pradesh Kala 

Parislnd, Bhopal. 

4. Kala Acad~my for Goa, 
Daman & Diu, Panaji. 

5. Punjab Sangeet Natak 
Akademi, Chandigarh. 

"6. Rajasthan Sangeet Natak 
Akademi, Jodhpur. 

the performing groups 

respect. (Rs. 5,500 relea
to Mellatur cedtre). 

5,000/- For holding theatre work
shop. Report should be 

submitted to SNA. 

8,000/- For training in puppetry. 

7,000(- For holding a Festival of 
various traditional Raslee
las oru.p. 

5,000/- For organising a folk per
forming arts festival. 

10,000/- For survey of folk music 

of Basti and Bundhel 
Kl}qnd. 

5,000/- For holding a 'Khel Teitre' 
Festival. 

10,000/- For hOlding a festival of 
performing arts of Punjab. 

10,030(- For hnlding a festival of 
Rasleelas of Rajasthan or 
Lava-ni's, fetsival. -

~ Amount not released. 
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