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INTRODUCTION

Sangeet Natak Akademi - the National Academy of Musie,

Danee and Jrama - was established by the Government of India
in 1953. The idea was to constitute an independent, autono-
mous organisation which could coordinate and oversee all
aotivities in the sphere of the performing arts, traditional
as well as elassical, within the country. The aims and objec-
tives of the Akademi are spelt out in its Memorandum of ASsSo-
eiation (exeerpts - Appendix I) drawn up by the Govermment of

Ind ja, whiech also funds all Akademi activities.

Over the years, in furtheranee of its objectives, the

Akademi has implemenged several programmes and schemes for
the purpose of preserving, nurturing and promoting the per-
forming arts in various parts of the country. In recent ycers,
priority has been given to projects pertaining to the fclk
and tribal arts threatened by rapid socio-economic developaent.
These schemes ~ Preservation and Promotion of Rare Forms of
Trad itional Performing Arts, Development of Tribal Culture,
Promotion and Preservation of Puppetry - have been incorpora-
ted in the Five Year Plans for the overall development of *he
country. o .

Several other schemes, designed by the Akademi to sus-
tain and develop specific performing arts, are now part of aka-

demi's Five Year Plans. Among these are Assistance to Young
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Theatre Wdrkers,_Organiéing éf Mus ic Festivais, Grant of
Eellowships to promisinglyoung_érﬁiétes,,Researcﬁ.in Science
of Music, Documentatidn and Dissimination of ArchivalIMater—
ial pertaining to Performing Arts, &nd Inter-State Exéhange
of Cultural Troupes. Tﬁé impl ementati~n of.theée schemes has
been reported, from time to time in the Annual Reports of
the Akademi. | |

Annuslly, the Akademi honours outstanding pefoQners-
and performing-art scholafsiwith Awards and Eeiiqwshiﬁé;le
Fellowship is the highest honour. the Akademi conferé on an
ind ividual perférmér'or scholar. The Awa:dé, carrying a purse
of Rs 10,000, are for artistic excellence, achievement and
sustained contribution. ’ |

The Awards ceremony is a notable annuai evenf, followed -
by a week-long festival of music, dance and drama featuring
Award-winners. “This year, marking a break wiﬁﬁ previous prac—
tice the #lwards ceremony was held outside thé Capital, inm - |
Madras, and was presided over by the Vioe—Presidént Shri R.
Venkataramaﬁ. The Akademi proposes in fufufe to hold the
ceremony, by rotation, in different parts of fhe cduntry in
furtherance of its ébject of cultural cross-fertilization.

The Akademi publication programme.takes in books and mono-

grarhs on the“péfforming arts and the quarterly Sangeet Natak -

now in its twentieth year. The SNA News Bulletin, a quarterly

reporting current Akademi activities had been part of the

programme too for two decades. Temporarily in abeyance, the
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Bulletin is sought to be revamped in content and format; and

should reappear iefurpished next year. The Publication grants
given by the Akademi, have, over the years, been of some help
to writers and institutions publishing on the performing arts

of India.

The Documentation Unit of the Akademi, equipped with
sophisticated audio and video equipment, covers many of the
major programmes of music, dance and dram= throughout the
country. Over the years the Archival collection has grown
considerably;.the Akademi has now 4,500 hours of audio record-
ings, 140 hours of video, some 34,000 blact & white photo-
graphs and transparencies, and 1,05,000 fect of 16 mm film.

The Library, open to the public 10.0Q a.m., - 7.30 ».m.,
continues to be widely used. Its sjecialized holdings -a the
performing arts draw researchers in the rerforming arts, as
the attached Listening Room draws mus ic lovers. The Li=ten-~
ing Room collection of discs includes a.wiie variety oi
Indian and foreign music, and the fecilisy is offered free to
interested individuals. | |

The Museum of Musical Instruments cortinues to attract
visitors, particulafly those interested in Indian folk
instruments, of which it has a near-unexam led epolleetion as
also of masks and puppets. Several rare instruments were

added to the collection during the year.



Kachak Kendra, New Delui, and Jawaharial -Nehru Mani-
. pur Dance Academy, Iimphal - training institutions in Kathak
and Manipuri dance and music ~ are con-Stituent units of the
Akademi. They are now recognised as the premier institu~

tions in the country for teaching Kathak and Manipuri.

ooo 00 ooo0
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TRIBUTES

Oﬁ 31st October 1984, the nation mourned the
trafic death of Prime Ministver Indirg Ggndri. Apart from
being a national,legdsr,the late Prime lMinistzr was known
for her paitronage of the arts and had endesred herself to

the community of artists throughout the country,

The General Council of the Akagdemi, at its mzeling
on 27th Novembzr 1984, condoled the death o Shrimgti Gandhi
and paid tributzs to her memory. The Chairman, Dr. Nareyana
Menon, recalled her iong associgtion with the Akademi as its
Chairman for nesrly seven yeasrs: 1965-72., He mentionsd that
condolence messages were received in the Akademi from nums-
rable art organisations throughout the country and from
abroad. The Chairmgn particularly rz:ferrsd to the msssage
rzceived from the Composers Union of the U33R. All messages

werc conveyed to Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

Several oth:r luminarisg in the world of performing

arts passed awgy during the yzsr. Among thi:se wers :

. Shri Ashutosh Bhattacharya (died 19 March 1684)-
Fellow of S.N, A,

Shri Adys Rangacharya 'Shriranga' (di=d 17 October 1984) -
Fallow of S.N, A.

Shri Dattaram N. Welwglikar (died 19 Septcrhar 1984)
¢ Awzdee of S.N, A.

Shri T.S. Subramanya Pillasi (dicd 4 June 1¢84) _ 3o -

The Akademi pays its homag2 to their memory,
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" ORGANISATIONAL SuT-UP

- Sengeet Natak Akademi is 2 national institution set
up by the Government of India in 1953 for the promotion of
the performing arts. Registered‘under the Soéiefies |
Registration Act of 1860, it funcfions as an autonomous:
organisation. _ | |

The management of the Akaﬁemi vests irn its General
Council. The general SUperin%éndence, iirection and cont-
rol of the affairs of the Akédemi.vests in the Executive
Board, which is in fact thél éovem ing 5ody of the Akademis
The Finance Committee, of which the Akademi's Financial
Adv iser is ex-officib Qhaifﬁan,.assiSts'the Executive Board
in financial mafters. |

The principal executive officer of the Akademi is the
Secretary wﬁo is assisted by a Finance and Accounts Officer,
five Assistant Séor@tafies, a Special'foicer (VDocumenta—
tion), a Technical Officc : (Filming), an. other officers and
staff. The registered office of the Akademi is in Rabindra
Bhavan, New Delhi. The .skedewl mansges and Tuns two train-
ing institutions -~ Kathak Kendra, New Delhi, and Jawabar-
1al Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal ~ the managément of
which vests in the Execuvive Board of the Akademi, -assisted
by the Advisory Committee of the two constituent vnits. De-
tailed report of activities of thése two institutions are

given separately in the report. The Akademi is financed
entirely by the Department of Culture, Government of India.



A list of Members of the Ceneral Council as on 31 March,

1985 will be’ founc at Appencix II,

The-~composition of the Executive Board and Finance Cormi-

mittee as on 31 Merch 192875 was as followséi=

Executive Bosrd

Dr. V.K, Narayana lMenon
Shri P.V. Krishnamoorthy
Shri Menmohen Singh
Pandit Ravi Shankar

Miss P,S. Sexuntala

Shri Keomal Kothari

Miss Usha Bhagat

Shri Ashck Vajpeyi

Smt, Vijaya Ferrokh Mehta

Shri Kavelam Narayana Panikkar

Dr (Miss) Padma Subrzghmaniam
Shri T.N, Krishnan

Dr. Ashok D. Ranade

Shri Rattan Thiyam

Smt. Dipali Nag

Shri Narendre Sharma

Dr- Modali Nzgjabhushana Sarme
Shri K,S, Kothari, Secretary
(SNA) -

Einance Committee

1984,

Shri Menmohan Singh

Shri Pren Kishore

Miss P.,S. Sakuntala
Shri Hafeez Ahmed Khan
Miss Usha Bheagat

1

Chairman
Vice~Chairman
Financial Adviser
Member

a

3

i -

IO

i

-1 1.t

Ex~Officio member

-~ Cheirman
Memker

it
i

=

-

The General Council of the Akademi met on 27 Novembe:,
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. The Executive Board of the Akademi met on the following
datesi-

7 and 8 May 1984, at Imphal
24 August 1984 at New Delhi
26 November 1984 in New Delhi
25 February 1985 at Madras.

' The Finance Committee of the'Akadémi'met dn'2é Novembef
1984 in New Delhi; |

Officers of the Akademi

The officers of the Akademi as on 31 March 1985 weres

Dr, V,K, Narayana Menon
Shri P,V, Krishnamoorthy
Shri Manmohan Singh

Shri K,S, Kothari

Chairman

Vice Chairman
Financial Adviser
Secretary

During the year, four new Assistant Secretaries weré
inductéd.ihto the Akademi., They are?

Miss Sharbari Mukherjee appointed as Assistant Secre-.
tary for Music on December 12, 1984, |

Shri J.P. Kastuar appointed as Assistant Secretary -
for Dance in. January 1, 1985,

Smt. Bandana Srinivasan appointed as Assistant
Secretéry, General;.on January l, 1985,

Shri Abhijit Chatterjee appbinted as Assistant

Secretary for Publications on March 1, 1985,



Slya Ram Llewari

AWARDS

Music

Dance

Sharafat dussain Khan
Kishan Maiaraj

Maharajapiram Santhanam

Nates:n R-amani

Balakrush:a Dash
Shahixr Sa-le '
Surirder .aur

Subranani:m Sarada
Sudhorini Raghupathy
Durge Lal

R.K. Singlajit Singh

Hindustani Vocal

Hindustani Instrumental

(Tabla)
Carnatic Vocal

Carnatic Instrumental
(Flute)

Odissi Sangeet
Marath: Folk Music
Funjab: Folk Music .

Bharatrmatyam
Bharatanatyam
Kathak

Creative and experi-
mental dance
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Drama ‘ ..“fs‘_?_'_f' aburs wh lisbedd e ngidewe oY
Vas:nt S. Kanetkar PlaywrlflﬁéJEfa;éthl)
Uttara Baokar Aoting (Hindl)
Rejaragbhay R. Xadan,  Gordhal
fudah Bel, Jautenk

Inyestiture.

The Awards Investiture Ceremony took place on 25 Feb
1985 at the TTK Auditorium in Madrds Thls was the flrst tlme

-

that this prestigious function had been organlsed out31de Delhl.'
Shri R. Venkataraman, Vlce~Preé;a;Q£{gf”I;dla conferred the
Fellowships and gave away the Awards. Shri C.C. Mehta and

Shri Sharafat Husain Khan could not attend the function due to
i1l heal th.

;'Shri Hari Prasad Chaurasia, Award Winner for Hindustani
Instrumental Music (flute)in 1983 -and-Sh¥i R.S. Manohar, Award
Winner for Drama (Direction) in 1981, who could not attend the
.'.éa'r:lier. -ﬁ-‘ré"s-ér;l tation c:é.fe"m':dn :'Les:;,"" received “th eir Awards on this

ot (g

*occa81on
e 001n01de With the Awdrds ‘Ceremony, a week-long festi-
val of mu31c, “dance and’ drama'featur;ng the'Awardeeé_waé orga-
nised 23 February - 1 March 1985. The performances were held at
TTK Aud itorium.
The Awards Ceremony and festival were organised in colla-

boration with the Music Academy, Madras, and the Tamilnadu Eyal



Isai Nataka Manram, Madras. The festival schedule was as

follows:
23 Eebruary
Awards I resentation Ce.c¢ony
Hari F.rmsac Chaurasia (Flute)
23 February

Gulab Bri (Excerpts from Nautanki)
N. Rama-i (Flute)

24 February

Surinde- Kaur (Punjabi Folk Music)
Balakrushna Dash (Odissi Music)
Rajarambhau Ramchandra Kadam (Gondhal)
Shahir Sable (Marathi folk music)

25 Fehruarv

Kishan Maharaj (Tabla)
Jugalbzar:dis

Kishan Maharaj (Tabla)
Unayalptram Sivaramen (Mridangam)

Krishnes en? Lakshmanan (Bharatenatyam) .
(Discipie of S. Sarada)

Maharajcpuram Santhanam (Vocal)

26 Februar-

Jasma Cdan (Hindi play: featuring Uttara Baokar
Repertory Compeny National
School of Drama

27 February
Siyaram Tiwari (Vocal)

Durga Lal (Kathak)
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28 February
Sudharani Raghupathy (Bharatanatyam).
1 March

Shakuntala, Manipuri dance-drama directed by Singhajit
- Singh - :

oco 00 ooo
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Festivals, Programmes_and Exhibitions

Children's Play

In July, two shows of the children's play Durga Z211i
ggggi‘by iAvishkar of Bombay were presented on 2 and 3 May.
A large number of children participated in the production.
Audition of Trainees

Students of Ustad Aminudd in Khéh Dagar, training in
Dhrupad, and the students of Pandit Purushottam »3s learm-
ing Pakhawa] under the Akademi's scheme of Promotion and
Preservation of Rare Forms, were auditioncd at Rabindra
Bhavan in June.

An Evening of Dhrupad

The programme was held at India International Certve
on 2 June 1984 featuring a solo recital Iy Ustad Aminuddin
Khan Dagar and a duet by the Jagar Brothers - Zahinudd in
Khan Jagar and Fayyazuddin Khan Dagar. In the foyer of the
aud itorium an exhibition of photographs oi musicians of the

. Dagar family was mounted.

| Clarionet Recital

India International Centre collaborated with the Auz-
demi in prescnting a clarionet recital on 3 August 1984 by
Ralph J' Mello. Mr V' Mello, a musician of Indian origin,
has distinguished himself as a clarionetist in the West.

Programmes for International Buddhist Conference

[
;EtD ' 4 series of cultural programmes we€re presented during

the ICCR-sponsored International Buddhist Conference heid

- .
!

Qe o ~
O Y
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at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, 10-15 October 1984. The pro-
grammes were held at Siri Fort Auditorium in the evenings.
The Akademi collaborated in these presentations.
Lok Utsav éﬁ\ | |

Lok Utsav was a majér évent_of the year, a festival of
. folk performing arts held in October on Rabindra Bhavan |
lawns. WVuring the six-day long festival some 250 artistes
presented nearly 40 different forms of music and dance from
all over the country, providing a kaleidoscopic view - rarely
obtained - of our rich and variegated folk heritage. Some of
these forms, like Padayani and Khongjom Parba, were seen in
~Delhi for the first time.
| Memorable among performances was that of 93-year-old Raja
Ram Bhau Kzdam, who sang Gondhal songs from Maharashtra.
Panchavadyam featured - an ensemble of instruments played in
Kerala temples. Other percussion ensembles were Thayambaka
(Kerala), Tala Vadya Anjuman (2 melange of popular percussion)
and Goan percussion. Two martial arts featured - Kalari-
payattu (Kerala) and Thang-Ta (Manipur). Also from Manipur
were the ritual arts of Sankirtan and Lai Haroba, and popular
tribal group-dances like Thabal Chongbi and Kitlam. Burra Katha
(Andhra Pradesh) and Powada (Maharashtra) were forms of ballad
presented, while forms of puppetry included Tolu Bommalata
from Andhra Pradesh and Katputli Rajasthani. The vigorous

dance of the Panthis from Madhya Pradesh (Chattisgarh) proved -
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to be one of the most popular presentations at the Festival.

Lok Utsav was a big draw, and most successful in terms
of audience appeal. It served Dbesides as a z2xercise for
selection of forms and troupes to be presenced in the Festi-
val of India in France.

_’ é;lccmd iyattam_Festival
S In collaboration with the Margi Koodiyattam School.

Trivandrum, the Akademi organised 14-22 December 198+ the
Kood iyattam Festival 1984 at Trivandrum, Th2 Festival was
held under the auspices of Ammannur Chachu Cha2kyar Smarak.
Gurukulam, Irinjslakuda.

Shri Ammannur Madhavz Chakyar and his troupe prisenisl

three plays - Toranayudham, Baliyudham, E&l: na Saugmndi:l-

kam,

Jg;; Tal Vadya Utsav

The Akademi collaborated with ICCR in vct another

international event, the Tal Vadya Utsav, ir ¥Tebruary 1985.
To this festival of percussion music held at Siri Fort andi-
torium, the Akademi contributed the entire Indian componeni,
comprising items like Tal Vadya Anjuman, Man ipuri drumfganv
ces, Tatk?r in Kathak style, drum dances by “he tribals of
Orissa. #A memorable duet by eminent percuss:ionists Umayal-
puram K: Sivaraman and Zakir Husain on the Mridangam and
Tabla was one of the highlights of the festival. «t the Bor-
bay chapter of the Utsav, the Akademi presenived a Tal Vadya

Kacheri featuring the eminent percussionist Ialghat R.kaghy,
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while Zakir Husain was pr2sented in a 80lo recital.

Organisation of Music Festivals

Under its scheme "Organising Music Festivals in the
Country" the Akademi funded a Festival of Himabal Pradesh
folk dances and music at Una, the Rai Umanath Bali music
festival at Lucknow and a festival of music organised by_ : 
Delhi SPIC MACAY. To celebrate the Intermational Year of
the Youth the Akademi orgenised two festivals of dance and
music at Trivandrum and Pune in collaboration with Kerala
Sangeetha Netaka Akademi and the Directorate of Culture,

_Maharashtra respectively. These were held in the last week j
of March 1885. » 2 |
| At Una the Akademi's Documentation Team was present
and a large number of folk dances and music of Himachal Pra- j
desh like Songhe Chham (Lion Jance), Rupana Geet and Harna-
tar were resorded on video and audio, tapes.
r:YUV& Utsavs" held at Pune aﬁd'Trivandfum provided a
platformmto.very large numgér of promising young profession-
als in the field of music and dance. They covered the artis-
tes of the western and the southern zones predominantly but
iﬁ order to promote cross fertilization in art there was

also an exchange of artistes between them.

égggrkshop on Body Connotation and Voice Culture
M International Workshop on Body Connotation and Voice

Culture was organised 20 February - 10 March 1985 by Sopanam,
/ --

fv'
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Trivandruég in collaborationlwith the Akad :mi and ICCR{ Jesi-
gned for actors’ inter-action with the tratitional pe;ferming
arts of Kerala, the workshop had seven participants from China,
Africa, Engiani and Japan, 17 from India (15 Kerala actors and
two graduates of the Natiodal School of Jrama) . Mr John
Martin, Theatre Director from the Pan Proj:=ct, and Shri K.N,
Pan ikkar were artistic Diréctors of the Workshop.

7 Marathi Musical Play

Two -shows of a new Marathi wusical play, Padgham, written
by Shri Arun Sadhu, produced by Theatre Accdemy, Pune, :tnd
directed by Shri Jabbar Patel, were staged in Delhi 5-6 March,
1985; the Akademi co-spounsored the shows with Shri Ram Centre,

~ Delhi.

' :""‘, o 5 " , g :
J—Tradition and Innovation in Indian Dance

The programme was presented by National Centre for the
Performing Arts at Max Mueller Bhavan, Bombay, with the co-~
sponsorship of the Akademi:,‘lt featured ncewly choreographed
works by leading dancers,”ﬁoth Indian and foreign. Thene in-
cluded Astad Deboo, Ileana Citaristi, Govindan Kutty Na:ir

and Kumudini Lakhia.

ooo 00 ooo
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6 Festival of India in France % USA

Encouraged by the success of the Festival of India in

- UK 1982-83, the Government of Iniia decided to hold similar

< Festivals in France and the USA in collaboration with the

respective Govemments. This series of Festivals was concei-
ved by the late Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi with the
aim of projecting Indian 1life and culture in all its aspects.

The Festival of India Committee was set up by the .

- Government of India, with Smt Pupul Jayakax as Chairman. The
Chairman and Secretary of the Akacdemi being closely associa-
ted with the Committee as members, the Akademi has taken on
the task of selecting performers for the various performing
arts events planned for the two Festivals.

The following folk troupes from different regions,
comprising some 200 artistes in all, have been identified by
the Akademi for performances at the inaugural ceremony of
the Festival of India in France to be held in June 1985,
Most of these forms were presented at the Lok Utsav organis-
ed by the Akademi about which a report appears elsewhere.

The Lok Utsav served the purpose of selection of forms and
troupes to be presented during the course of the Festival »f
India in France.

Manipuri Music and Dance; Thayambaka and Panchavady$m -

Kerala; Panthi Dancers - Madhya Pradesh; Teratali - Rajasthan
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Langas and Manganiyars - Rajasthan; folk singers - Gujarat;

Theyyam - Kerala; Nobat Vadan - Gujarat; Kalaripayattu -

Kerala; Mer Raas - Gujarat; Folk Jancers - Himachal Pradesh;

Baul singers - West Bengal; Dangi Dancers - Gujarat; Panda-

vani -~ Madhya Pradesh; String and Rod Puppets - West Bengal;
Lavani - Maharashtra; Gidda - Punjab; Quawwali - .ttar Pra-

desh; Therukoothu - Tamil Nadu; Folk and Classical Percussion-

ists - an ensemble of Hindustani and Camatic musicians drawn
from different regions.

The Festival in Franée will be inaugurated in Paris on
7 June 1985 by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and French Presi-

dent Francois Mitterand.

000 00 ooo
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AN Asgistance to Young Theatre Workers

The objective;of the sicheme is to su port the endeavours
of young theatre workers engaged in exploring and developing
a theatre idiom indigenocus-iu character, inspired by the
traditional/folk theatre of the country. Through such sup-
port it is.hoped to ensure the continuity of the existing
indigenous thrust in our theatre and provide the impetus for
a broad-based movement.

The scheme is operated on the basis of a State-wise
division of the country into four zones - North, South, West
md East. Four Zonal Festivals are held every year by rota-
tion in the States comprising the zone with the collaboration
of the respective State Sangeet Natak Akademi or the State
Cultural Department. The Zonal Festivals are followeq by a
National Festival held in Delhi. The objectives of the scheme|
will be found at Appendix III.

The Akademi has constituted a separate experts Committee
for each zonal festival. The Committee's task is to help in

selection of plays for the respective zonal festival and, at
Delhi.

The following members comprised the four expert Com-
mittees: Shri B.V. Karanth, Prof. G. Shankara Pillai,Sh. K.N.
Panikkar, Jr. Chandrasekhar Kambar, Shri Girish Karnad,

Shri N.C. Jain, Shri Mohan Maharishi, Shri Rajinder Nath,
Shri Brij Mohan Shah, Shri Bhisham Sahni, Shri Samik Banerjee,

p.t.o.
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Shri Manoranjan Das, Shri Kanhai Lzl Singh, Shri Habib Tanvir,
Smt. Vijaya Mehtza, Shri Kailash Pandya, Shri Satish Alckar
and Shri Goverdhan Panchal.

The South Zone Theatre Festival, in the year under report,
was presented 7-12 January 1984 in Bangalore in collaboration
with the Karnataka Nataka Akademi._;The Festival was inaugura-
ted by S&p Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and Shri Adya Rangachary=
presided over the function. The Festival featﬁred the follow-
i&g plays:

;- 7 January: Thurkira Avalam (Tamil adaptation c¢f Antigone)

Real Theatre Movement, Tanjavur
Director: Shri M. Ramaswamy

9 January: Toorpu Rekhalu (Telugu)
Natya Bharti, Vishakapatnam
Director: Attali Krishna Rao

10 January: Snehdoothan (Malayalam play by Prof. G.Sankzra
Natak Vedi, Trichur PI11ai)
Director: Shri C.K. Thomas

11 January: Huiiya Neraloo (Kannada ;lay by Dr. Chandra- -
sekhar Kambtar)
Janapada Repertory Company, Bangalocre
Jirector: Shri Prasanna

5,»The North Zone Theatre Fest'val, second in the series,
waé presented 3-7 April 1984 2t Lucknow in collaborafion with
Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi. ZEminent Hindi poet and
scholar, Dr Shiv Mangal Singh 'Suman', inaugurat:d the Festi-
val and Ur Narayana Menon, Chairman of the Akadeni, presided
over the function. The Festival featured the foilowing plays:
. 3 April: Aashig Te Gopali (Kashmiri)

National ;Bhand Theatre, Kashmir
Director: Shri R.S. Kemmu
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4 April: Ghasi Ram Kotwal (Hindi tramnslation) (Vijay
Darpan, Kanpur Tendulkar)
Dlrector Shri Alopi Verma

5 April: Antigone (Hind: adaptation)
: Awaih Thezat:*e Group, Jelhi
Virector: Shri Kartik Awasthi

7 April: Harishchannar Ki Ladai (Hindi)
Darpan, lLucknow
Playwrlght & Director: Shri Urmil Xumar
Thapaliyal

East Zone Theatre Festival was presented in Bhubaneswar

28-3C October 1984 in collabora%ion with Orissa Sangeet
Natak Akademi. The Chief Minister of Orissa, Shri J.B. Pat-
naik inaugurated the festival and Dr Narayana Menon presided,
The following plays featured:
28 October: Ahilya (Bengali)'

Living Theatre, 24-Parganas

Playwright & Director: Shri Probir Guha
29 October: Amli (Bhojpuri)-

Kala Sangam, Patna

Director: Shri Satish Anand
30 October: Ati Achambita Katha (Oriya)

Manana, Bhubaneswar
Director: Manoj Patnaik

Performance of Chakravyuha (Meitei) directed
by Rattan Thiyam, for Chorus Repertory Theatre,
Imphal, sclhclulcd for 31 October, was cancelled
when news was received of Smt Indira Gandhi's
assassination.

The West Zone Theatre Festival, 1last of the zonals, was
at Panaji, Goa, 13-17 November 1984, presented in collabora-
tion with the Kala Akademi for Goa, Daman and Jiu. The
Chief Minister of Goa and Kala Akademi Chairman Sh. Pratap

Singh Rane, inaugurated the Festival. The following plays
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were staged:

13 November: Vidhi Likhit Na Tale (Marathi)
Progressive Jramatic Association, Pune
Jirector: Shri Ajit Satbhai

14 November: Sagran Ek Ukhanu (Gujarati adaptation of Good
. : fise : ~~ ° Woman of Setzuan)

Chorus Theatre Group, Ahmedabad

Jirector: Shri Nimesh Desai

15 November: FPashu Gayatri (Rajzsthani translation of K.N.
Panikker's play)

Disha, Udaipur
Director: Shri Bhanu Bharati

17 November: Hasya Choodamani (Malvi adaptation of Vatsraj)
Madhya Pradesh Lok Kala Akademi, Ujjain
Director: Bansi Kaul ‘

Zonals'concluded, the National Theatre Festival was
held in DJelhi 13-19 December 1984, to which members of all
Zonal Expert Committees were invited. éther eminent play-
wrights, critics and directors were also invited ‘as observers
in the National Festival, which featured the fcllowing plays:

13 December: Khel_Guru Ka

14 December: Harish Channar Ki Ladai

15 December: Huliya Neralu

16 December: Ahalya

17 December: Thurkira aivalm

18 December: Chakravyuha

19 December: Ashik Te Gopali

A three-day Seminar on Perspectives of Contemporary Indian
Theatre was organised 17-19 December 1984 in collaboration with

India International Centre, New Delhi, to coincide with the
Festival.
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.. Promotion and_Preservation'of Rare Forms of
Traditional Performming Arts & Award of Fellowships

The Rare Forms Scheme was devised to promote and pre-
serve traditional performing arts threatened with extinction
for want of support and resources. A number of such forms
have been identified and training programmes in several of
them have been initiated with the financial assistance of the
Akademi. |

Training programmes in Rudra Veena, Pakhawaj, Koodi-
yattam, Dhrupad, Sarangi, Navajanardhanam, Ashtapadi-singing
and Ravan Chhaya were identified in the past by the Akademi
under traditional masters; some of these continues

In addition, two programmes in Pakhawa]j commenced this
year under Raja Chhattrapati Singh in Bijna, and at Kathak
Kendra under Pand it Prem Valiabh.. A training programme in
Adhyatma Ramayan began.under Smt Sarid e Man ikyam, one of the
few living exponents of the art; the programme is being con-
ducted under the general supervisioﬁ.bf Dr Natraj Rama-
krishna in Hyderabad.

These programmes apart, the Akédemi offers Fellowships
to outstanding students for advanced training in rare instru-
ments_unief eminent gurus or institutions. The value of a
Fellowship is Rs 500 a month, the guru receiving an equal

amount. A Fellow is also allowed a grant up to Rs 1000 a
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'year for equipment and contingent expenditure. The follow-
ing received Fellowships in the year under report: Mohammed
Zaffar and Irshad Hussain, in Sarangi, under Hafizullah
Khan; Sunder Lal and Gauri Shankar Sarwayya, in Pakhawaj,
under Chhatrapati Singh; Shri Mohan Shyam, in Pakhawaj, under

Prem Vallabh.

ooo 00 ooo0
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INTER-STATE EXCHANGE OF CULTURAL TROUPES

LU

The broad cbjective cf the Scheme, operative since
1957, is to create oppoertunities by which pecple from
different parts of India get to kneow more about each other's
performing arts and culture, and thus catalyze the emo-
tional and culturgl integration cf the country. It is
implemented through exchange of the performing troupes and
individuals betwecn the different Indian States. In course
of time, this exposure of the people of one rcecgion to the

arts of another is eoxpected to contribuye to mutual aware-
ness and integration.

Originally administercd by the Department of
Culture, Government of India, the Scheme was transferred to
the Akademi in 1979-80.

The cxchange programme is chalked out every year
in consultation with representatives of State Governments.

In the currcnt year, the following exchanges took place @

1
Pradesh 22 Novcmbor - 1 December 1984, performing folk music

A 35-member troupe from Haryana visited Himachal

and dances at Chamba, Dalhousie, Joginder Nagar, Nahan,
Palampur, Shimla and Solan.

2, A 22-mcmber Nagaland troupe visited Goa, Daman
and Diu 8-16 January 1985, performing at Curcherem, Mapusa,
Margao, Panaji, Parsem, Ponda and Vasco. The troupe also

performed in Mgharashtra 18-27 January 1985,
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3. Smt. Chitra Vishweswaran, Bharatnatyam dancor
from Tamil Nadu, led a %-member troupe to Rajasthan 5-15
February 1985 for performances in Bhilwara, Bundi, Jsipur,

| Jhalawar, Jodhpur and Udaipur.

4. A 41-member music and dance enseirivle from Goo,

Daman & Diu visited Manipur 13 February - 5 Msrch 1985,

5. A 25-member Raslila group from Uttar Pradesh
visited Tamil Nadu 18-27 February 1985, performing in Ke;lai-;
?anmr, Madurai, Nagercoil, Thanjavur, Tiruchirapalli and
Vellore.

6. & 40-member folk dance and music =nsemble fror
Himachal Pradesh visitecd Haryana 20 Fcbruary - 2 March 1985,
performing in Chandigarh, Daderi, Gurgaon, <ind, Karnal,
Kurukshetra and Mzahindergarh.

Te A 22-memb :r Rajasthan folk music and dance group
visited Dadra and N;_;gp,r Naveli 21-28 Fobrurry 1985, performing
in Dadra, Dudhani, Khaonvel, Mcndoni, Naroli, Randha and Sil-

Vass Qe

8. A D-member Bhumika Crcative -Danc: Centre troupe
frem Delhi visited Kerala 20 March - 1 April 1985, perfor-
ming at Alwaye, Badagasra, Cannanore, Kodungallocr, Sher-

thalal and Trivandrum,

L
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Promotion and Preservation of Puppetry

The scheme seeks to sustain and promcte the threatened
art of pupﬁetry by su, rorting training in the various forms
of Indian puppetry by recugnised institutions and ind ividu-
als, and by organising puglet ghpw? and workshops.

A major event tLis year (va.s Putll hatak Ssmaroh, a
four-day Puppetry f >silva1, nresented in Jelhi 20-23 March,
1985; the venue was Shah Auditorium. The schedule of per-
formances follows:

20 March: Circus Circus (Hindi)
SRC Puppet Theatre, Delhi

Kambaramayana (Malayalar)
Natena Kairali, Kerala

21 March: Him Bala (Hindi)
baartiya Lok Kala Mandal, Udaipur

Kzlyana Saugandhikam (Malayalam)
Nataaa Kairali, Kerala

22 March: Vesr Pabuji (Hindi)
Naixa Puppet Theatre, Deihi

Chudamani (Kannada)
Sri Ganesha Yakshagana Gombeaata
Mandali, Mangalore
23 March:  Ramayana (Bengali)
Calcutta FPuppet Theatre, Calcutta
Some of the participating groups also peérfommed ia
rural Delhi and neafby towvns: Sonepat, Faridabad, Chatar-
pur, Bhiwani, Chandigarh. These performa2rces were pre-
sented in collaboration with Imdia International Rural Cul-
tural Centre, New Delhi.

A Puppet Workshow was organised at 35:'.ri Ram Centre,
New Delhi, in which sereral pupreteers par-icipated.
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PUBLICATIONS

The Akademi has been publishing, since its
inception, literature on music, dance énd dramag with tle
object of disseminating knowledge about th2 performing
arts. The publication programme, begun on g modest scale,
_has grown considerably over the years and now takes in the

querterly Sangeet Natak as well as bocks and monographs on

music, dance and drama. Part of thc publication progr:me
too is S.N. 4. News Bulletin which, temporarily, ceasad
publication in Janusry 1984 : it is expectsd to recappe-r
refurbished next year. Available Akadcmi publicsztions are

listed at Appendix IV,

Its own publications gpart, the ikademi of” -5
financial assistance tolinstitutions and individuals for
the publication of'books and journsls on tlic performiny
arts.

The Public-tion Committec, set ux by the
Edecutive Board guides tho Akademi's Publico-tion programme,
framing its policy, recommending choico o7 titles and
financial assistance for publications not the Akademi's
own, The Committec is an advisory bedy, -nd its rccommen-

dations are subjzct to approval by the Exzcutive Boaxd.

The following arc mcmbers of thc Publicaticn

Committece :
Shri P.V. Krishnamoorthy Chairman
Dr. M. Nagabhushana Sarme Merbzr
Shri Komal Kothari Membor
Dr. (Mrs.) Kumud Mchta Merber
Shri Rahul Berpute Mcmber

Shri Samik Banerjecc Membzr
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Financial Assistance for Publications :

During the currcent year, the following grants were

sanctioned for outside public-tions - books and journals :

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

8)

9)

by way of
1)
2)

Bs. 2,000 for Indian and World Arts & Crafts, New
Delhl, a performing arts news~magazine.

Bs. 5,000 for Folklore, Calcutta - a journal of
folkJloristics.

Bse 3,000 Journal of the Indign Musicological
Society, Baroda.

Bse 5,000 for a Centenary Volume on Dinendranagth
Tagore published by Tagore Research
Institute, Calcutta. -

Bse 3,000 for Sgman Chants by G.H. Tarlekar
published by indign Musicological
Society, Baroda.
for of

Bse 3,000  Journal/ the Music Academy, Madras.

B.1,500 for Rang Bharti published by Nakshatra
Internaticnal, Lucknow.

Bs. 7,000 for Raga Pravsham (English Version)
published by Smt. D. Pattamal, Madras.

Bse 3,000 for Nataran a ﬁheatre journal in.
""" Hindl cdited by Shri N.C. Jain, New Delhi.

The Akademi bought copics of the following books

subsidy :

The Science of Bharatqgtyam : X copies
Saroja Valdyanathan.

Bharatifa Sangect Mein Tal Aur 25 copies
Roop Vidhan : Subhadra Chaudhary.




AkgdemiﬁPublic:tions 3

The following bocks Werc publighed during the
year :

i) Who's Who of Indian Mugicisnt (sccond edition)

ii) Koothzmpalam & Kutiyattam : Goverdhan Panchal

Publications under Print :

e

The following public-ticns were in press

i) Ustad Fayyaz Khan : Dipali Nag

ii) Tclu Bommalata - Shadow Puppets
of Andhrg Pradesh : Dr. M, Nagabhushena
Sarme

iii) DMarsthi Stege Sangeet ¢ Dr. Ashok Ranade

Proposed publications :

The following titles have been epnrcved for
publicaticon :

i) Tolpavekc:. thu : Shadow uppets of Kerglg:

G. Yonu

ii) Seuiangudi Srinivasa Iysr ¢ Ve Subre-

manilan

Sangeet Natak

Pour issues (Ncs. 68 - 71) of the Akademi's
quarterly journal appeafed in the course ¢f the year.
Founded 1965, the journal gttracts contrihutions from
scholgrs of Indian perférming arts, and hes achieved e
sizeable readership at home and abrond. The annual SUba=-
cription to the journsl is g.15/- 2 7.50 for overseas

subscribers.

L
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Jocumentation and Dissemination

The Documentation Unit of the Akademi is a professional
team of photographers, cinematographers and sound engineers
which has been filming, and recording on tape, the entire range
of Indian performing arts from the inception of the Akademi.
Archival holdings have swelled over the years, and now stand
at 1,0,5000 feet of 16 mm silent film, 23000 photographs and
11000_tran8parencies, 4500 hours of éﬁdio recording and 150 hrs.
of video recording. The documentat;oh team covers all perform-
ing art events of ndte - folk, traditional, classical - and the

archives continue to grow.:

Documentation
The following events were documented during the year:
Festival of Folk & Tribal Performing Arts of Himachal
Pradesh, held in Una September '84.

Lok Utsav - a festival of Folk Performing Arts, held at
Rabindra Bhavan, New Delhi, was documented in its
entirety. The follo..ing forms were presented at the

festival:

Thayambaka, Padayani, Theyyam Kerala

Baul : s Bengal

Powada Maharashtra
Gond hal Maharashtra

Folk Song & Percussion Ensemble Goa all

Bhakha and Chhakri . Jammu & Kashmir
Folk Music by Langas and Rajasthan

Manganiars
Burrakatha Andhra Pradesh
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Republic Day Celebrations, New Delhi, Jznuary '85

Some rare forms presented by folk and tribal performers
were documented, among them:

Chawnglafzuan: trib:l dauce, Mizoran.
Jhika Dasai: folk dance, Bihar.

Patada Kunitha, Puja Kunita, Soman Kunitaa: folk dance,
Karnataka.

Rava: tribal dance, West Bengal.
Gurawayyalu: folk dance, Andhra Fradesh.
Lam Kut Lam: dance, Manipur.

Kokalli Kattai: dance, Tamil Nadu.
dhol/Gouri: dance, Maharashtra.

Jrogpas: dance, Ladakh (Jammu & Kashmir).

Akademi Awards Festival, Madras, March '85
The following Awardees and Fellows were recorded:

Siya Ram Tiwari: Hindustani Classical (vocal)
Maharajapuram Santhanam: Caxmatic Classinal (vocal)
N. Ramani: Carnatic Classical (Flute)

Kishan Maharaj: Hindustani Classical (Ta '1la)
Shahir Sable: Marathi folk music

Gulab Bai: Nautanki songs

Bala Krushna Dash: 0d issi music

Rajaram BSabu Kadam: Gondual

Surinder Kaur: Punjabi folk songs

S. Sarada: interview of tre Bharatanatyan dancer
by V.R., Jevika

Sudha Funi Rzghup~thy: Bharatanatyam
Durge Lal: Kathak

Apart frow the above items by the awardeecs, Flute reci-
tal by Hari Prasad Chaurasia (Awardee - '83) and Tabla - Mri-
dangam Jugalbandi by Kishan Maharaj and Umayal;uram Sivaramnan

were also recorded.
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Putli Natak Samaroh, a Puppet theatre festival organised by
the Akademi in Delhi 20-23% March '85. Er-erpts of plays were

recorded on video.

Festival of Tribal Perrorming Arts oi Manipur, orgenised by
the Akedemi at Imphal 28-30 March '85. Performances by the
following tribes participating in the festival were
recorded:

Mao, Tarao, Kom, Tangkhul, Lamkang, Moyon, Kabui, Kuki,
Tongan, Zou, Aimol, Maram, Chiru and Xho irentak.

Special Award Ceremony for Ustad Sharafat Hussain Khan, who
was unable to attend the Awards Ceremony in Madras on account
of i11 health. The specisl ceremony, in which the musician
received the Award from Chairman, Dr Narayana Menon at his

residence on 29 March '85 was video-filmed.

A video film on Shri Mani Madhave Chakiar is being produced
for the Akademi under the supervision of Shri K.N. Panikkear.

An interview with Shri Chakiar has been video-filmed.

Audio and video recordings of the following distinguished
performers were added to the archives:

Nasir Mminuddin Dagar: Dhrupad

Purushottam Das: Pakhawaj

Bimal Mukherjee: Sitar

Nikhil Banerjee: Sitar

Raja Chattrapati Singh: Pakhawaj

Dil awar Hussain Khan: Nagara

Ramkishore Das: Pakhawaj

M.L. Vasantakumari: Vocal



Pallavoor A. Marar and party: Fanchavadyam

K.N, Nambisan and party: Padams (Kathakuli music)
Smt Narayana Kesi: Flute _

Tal Vadya Anjuman led by Pandit Birju Maharaj

Smt H.S. Annusuya Kulkarni: Indian Melodies on
Wanklung, an Indonesian instrument

K.V. Narayanaswami: Vocal -

Tal Vadya Utsav: The international perCUSSibn festi-

val in New Delhi 15-18 Feb. '85 was extensively documen ted

by the Unit.

The Seminar on Perspective of Contemporary Theatre

17-19 Jecember '84 held in New Delhi was audio-taped.

The Archives were further enriched by acquisition of
audio and video recordings of several masters past and pre-
sent. Recordings of the following performers were acquired:

Mangal iam: Telugu folk songs

Navagraha Krithis: Smt Mani Krishnaswami

Veena: by Veena Dhanammal

Devotional music of Karnataka: proluced Ly Souta
Ind ia-Recording Comyany, Madras

Dissemination

during the year over 80 groups availed c¢f the piayback
facilities provided by the Akademi for audio and videc re-
cording. Some 99 hours of audio and 102 hours of video re-
cordings were played for various delegations, research scho-
lars and others. The dubbing service for classical music has

been discontinued on account of copyright problems, but the



service is still offered for music other =1cn classie?

ies of 19 hdurs_of folk and tribal music w.re supplie’ «

request this year.

Similarly, copies of photographs and ~iides from

photographic arbhives were supplied on recusst foro ros

and publication - copies of 1460 photograr ¢ and 280 2.

Some 27 groups viewed more than 60 films from the Ake

archives.

To keep the Unit technically abreast 7 currant =k

filming and recording, members of Unit have repald -arin
attend ing seminars and workshops. Shri S.. Binez',

_Officer (Documentation), and Shri R.S. Ma wtr:, Teck

L

<t
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,_..
’

Officer (Filming), attended a two-day Wox -aop on il

Software Production Techniques orgenised i, Sory il .

Shri Dilip Kumar, Technical Officer (Recor ‘ng ct.er.«

Workshop on Audio Technology organised in pril 174

National Centre for the Performing Arts i “omlaj,

020 00 o900
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTS

The Akademi rcceives grant-in-aic from the
Department of Culturz, Govarnment of Indis, for mecting
expenditure on Non-Plzn and Plan activitize. The budgset
of the Akademi in respzact of Non-Plan and Plen expcnditu-e

was as*follows .:

Budget Estimates Revigc 6: Sstimates
| 1984-85 1584-85
~\¥on-FPlan Rse 48,00,000 B« 53,00,000
Plan Rs. 40, 36, 500 Rse 50,7'0,000

The consolidated statement of annuzl csrtified
audited accounts comprising (i) Receipts an? Payments
Account (ii) Income and Expenditure Account (iii) Balanco
Sheet for 1984-85 relating to Sangect Natsk Akademi -gnd its
constituent units - JNMDA, Imphel and Kathak Kendra, New

Delhi - are at Appendix VIII, IX, XA and XB.





