





Introduction

Sangeet Natak Akademi—the National
Academy of Music, Dance and
Drama—was founded in 1953 for the
furtherance of the performing arts of
India, a task in which it cooperates
with counterparts in the States and
voluntary organizations all over the
country. Through sponsorship,
research and dissemination it seeks an
enhanced public appreciation of
music, dance and drama, together
with a quickened exchange of ideas
and techniques for the common gain
of Indian performing arts. The objects
of the Akademi are more specifically
stated in its Memorandum of
Association (excerpts: Appendix 2).

A number of schemes have been
formulated and implemented over the
years with these objects in view.
Lately, special emphasis has been
placed on schemes aiming at the
preservation of folk/traditional
performing-art forms in imminent
danger of extinction. A few of these
schemes are Preservation and
Promotion of Rare Forms of
Traditional Performing Arts, Studies
in Tribal Culture, Promotion and
Preservation of Puppetry. A fair
measure of success can be claimed for
these schemes which have provided
timely succour for several out-of-vogue
performing-art forms by way of newly
created performance and training
opportunities.

Other schemes to receive a fillip in
recent years are Assistance to Young
Theatre Workers; Sponsorship of
Music and Dance Festivals;
Documentation of Performing Arts for
Archival Collection and
Dissemination; Inter-State Exchange of
Cultural Troupes. Specific
programmes issuing from these
schemes are reported in some detail in
the main body of the report.

Among presentations of the year
generating wide public interest might
be mentioned Lok-Utsav '85—a five-
day festival of folk/traditional
performing arts. This was the second
Lok-Utsav in Delhi, an annual
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exposition devised as much for the
sustenance of rural arts as the
entertainment of urban audiences. The
festival was colourful and various, as
in the past year, offering some thirty
performarnces of diverse provenance.
Lok-Utsavs on smaller scale were also
presented in Calcutta and Chandigarh
in collaboration with local

organizers.

The Yuva-Utsav sequence of
festivals featuring young dancers and
musicians was a new initiative
marking 1985, the International Year
of Youth. Three Yuva Utsavs were
held in the period reported—in
Jamshedpur, Bhubaneswar and
Shimla—the series conceived to scout
new talent, provide it a platform and
a new audience. It was in audience
interest that non-metropolitan centres
were chosen for these festivals, an
interest increasingly reflected in
Akademi presentations of late years.
All three Yuva-Utsavs were presented
in collaboration with local bodies,
again a feature of increasing
prominence in Akademi functioning.
(For a listing of Akademi events in
the period reported, please turn to
Appendix 1.)

For the second consecutive year the
Akademi Award ceremony/festival was
held outside Delhi. It was held in
Bombay in March 1985 and was
presided over by Shri R
Venkataraman, Vice-President of 4




India. The ceremony will be held in
Bhubaneswar next year, in
collaboration with the Government of
Orissa and Orissa Sangeet Natak
Akademi.

The documentation effort of the
Akademi has burgeoned in late years,
the archival collection now totalling
some one lakh feet of 16-mm film,
50,000 photographs/transparencies,
5000 hours of audio/video recording.
Akademi presentations apart, special
recordings of music, dance and drama
are a regular feature. The emphases
here are equally on the work of
masters at their prime and young
performers of promise; quite as
prominent a documentary facet are
demonstrations/interviews of artistes
past their prime, for the retrieval of

Sarinda: a
chordophone from
Rajasthan.

performance features which might
otherwise be lost. Performances
recorded this year are detailed in the
relevant section of the report.

The Akademi’s Museum of Musical
Instruments, housing the largest
collection of Indian folk instruments
anywhere, received a special impetus
this year by way of classification and

display. The collection grew substantially

in both folk and classical categories.

Chiefly on the strength of this collection,

the Akademi has plans for two major
exhibitions of Indian instruments and
masks some time next year.

New publications this year are a
biography of Ustad Fayyaz Khan by
Dipali Nag and an illustrated

monograph on Tolu Bommalata:

Shadow Puppets of Andhra
Pradesh by M Nagabhushana

Sarma. Sangeet Natak, the

quarterly journal of the

Akademi, is now in its
twenty-first year. The SNA News
Bulletin, reporting Akademi activities
quarterly, reappeared this year in a
ore attractive format—and with
illustrations. By way of promotion of
performing-arts publishing, several
books and periodicals were helped
with grants. Among these are journals
of long repute, published with
Akademi assistance for many years.
Particulars of new publications and
those aided this year are separately
reported.

Kathak Kendra and Jawaharlal
Nehru Manipur Dance Academy—
constituents of the Akademi—have
long established themselves as leading
institutions for the teaching of Kathak
and Manipuri dance. Additionally,
they have evolved as important centres
of new choreographic work in
classical idioms, with many successful
productions to their credit. Dancers on
staff of both institutions were
prominently featured in the Festivals
of India in France and USA this year.
And nearer home Birju Maharaj—
doyen of Kathak ‘dancers, chief of the
Kathak Kendra repertory—received the
Padma Vibhushan as a mark of
national esteem.






Akademi Awards 1985

The annual Sangeet Natak
Akademi Awards to
distinguished artistes are
the highest national
honour in the
performing arts. The
] Awards carry a purse
of Rs 10,000 and a
- Tamrapatra. The General
Council of the Akademi,
which considers nominations from
all over the country, is entrusted with
the election of Awardees. Awardees this
year are:
Music
Smt Kishori Amonkar: Hindustani
Vocal; Shri Nasir Aminuddin Dagar:
Hindustani Vocal; Shri Ali Hussain
Khan: Hindustani Instrumental
(Shehnai); Shri Voleti Venkateswarlu:
Carnatic Vocal; Shri Valangaiman A
Shanmugasundaram Pillai: Carnatic
Instrumental (Thavil); Shri NP Rama
Poduval: Sopana Sangeet; Smt

Suchitra Mitra: Rabindrasangeet; Shri
Suleman Juma Jumani: Folk Music
(Nobat Vadan); Smt Tseshu Lhamo:
Ladakhi Folk Music.

Dance

Shri Khaidem Lokeshwar Singh:
Manipuri; Shri TK Mahalingam
Pillai: Bharatanatyam; Shri Mayadhar
Raut: Odissi; Shri Vedantam Prahlada
Sarma: Kuchipudi; Shri Mankompu
Sivasankara Pillai: Kathakali.

Theatre

Shri Heisnam Kanhailal: Direction;
Shri Manoj Mitra: Playwriting; Shri
Fida Hussain: Acting; Smt B
Jayamma: Acting; Shri Goverdhan
Panchal: Scenic Design; Shri Mohan
Chandra Barman: Folk Theatre
(Bhaona).

The Award ceremony was held in
Bombay on 1 March 1986. Shri R
Venkataraman, Vice-President of India,

Smt Kishor:
Amonkar

Shri Nasir
Aminuddin Dagar

Shri Ali Hussain
Khan

Shri Voleti
Venkateswarlu

Shri Valangaiman A4
Shanmugasundaram
Pilla:

Shri N P Rama
Poduval



gave away the Awards. The ceremony
was attended by, among others, Smt
Sushila Rohatgi, Union Minister of
State for Education and Culture; Shri
Jawaharlal Darda, Minister for
Culture, Maharashtra; senior officials
of the Department of Culture,
Government of India, and Directorate
of Cultural Affairs, Maharashtra;

members of the SNA General Council;

Akademi Fellows and Awardees of
past years.

Following the Award ceremony, a

week-long festival of music, dance and
drama featuring some of the Awardees
was presented 1-7 March 1986 at
Ravindra Natva Mandir. The
ceremony and programme were
organized in collaboration with the
Directorate of Cultural Affairs,
Maharashtra. The festival schedule
follows:

1 March
Award ceremony, followed by a vocal
recital by Smt Kishori Amonkar.

Smt Suchitra Mitra

Shri Suleman Juma
Jumar:

Smt Tseshu [Lhamo

Shri Khaidem
l.okeshwar Singh

o

Shri Mayadhar
Raut
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Shri I'edantam
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3 March

Shri Vedantam Prahlada Sarma and
pupils: Kuchipudi; Shri Ali Hussain
Khan: Shehnai; Shri Nasir Aminuddin
Dagar: Hindustani Vocal.

4 March

Shri Voleti Venkateswarlu: Carnatic
Vocal; pupils of Shri TK
Mahalingam Pillai: Bharatanatyam;
Shri NP Rama Poduval: Sopana
Sangeet; Shri Valangaiman A
Shanmugasundaram Pillai: Thavil.

5 March

Smt Tseshu Lhamo: folk music of Ladakh;

Shri Mayadhar Raut and pupils:
Odissi; Shri Lakeshwar Singh: Raas;
Smt Suchitra Mitra: Rabindrasangeet.

6 March

Laigee Machasinga: Manipuri play written
and directed by Shri Heisnam Kanhailal.
7 March

Sajano Bagan: Bengali play written
and directed by Shri Manoj Mitra.

A display of photographs of Akademi
activities during the year was mounted
at the venue on the occasion. The
festival was comprehensively
documented for Akademi archives.

Shri Mankompu
Sivasankara Pilla:

Shri Heisnam
Kanhailal

Shri Manoj Mitra
Shri Fida Hussain

Smt B Jayamma

Shri Goverdhan
Panchal

Shri Mohan
Chandra Barman






(Hindustani); Gurudev Singh: Sarod;
Ramakant & Umakant Gundecha:
Dhrupad; Bhajanlal Sopori: Santoor.

23 March

TR Thiagarajan: Flute (Carnatic);
Viji Krishnan: Violin (Carnatic); TS
Satyavati: Carnatic Vocal; B
Venkataraman: Veena (Carnatic).

24 March

Ramhari Das: Odissi Music; Tal
Vadya Kacheri; Tarun Bhattacharya:
Santoor; Johar Ali: Violin
(Hindustani).

25 March

Gopal Misra: Vichitra Veena
(Hindustani); Arti Anklikar:
Hindustani Vocal; Bundu Khan:
Hindustani Vocal; Shujaat Khan:
Sitar.

The Yuva-Utsav in Shimla was held
27-30 March 1986. Organised in
collaboration with the Department of
Language & Culture, Himachal
Pradesh, this four-day dance festival
featured all the major classical styles

ds well as a inodern dance recital.
The programme follows:

Pung Cholom:
Yuva-Utsav,
Jamshedpur.
27 March

Sutapa Duttagupta: Odissi; Bharat

Sharma: Modern Dance; Vatsala

Kamath: Bharatanatyam; Ram Mohan:

Kathak.

28 March

Sharmila Das: Odissi; Kumkum Dhar:
Kathak; Srinidhi Rangarajan:
Bharatanatyam.

29 March

Priti Patel & Sruti Bannerjee:
Manipuri; Sushila Duraiswamy:
Bharatanatyam; Kala Krishna:
Kuchipudi; Shubha Desai & Darshini
Desai: Kathak.

30 March (moming)

Sharmila Das: Odissi; Priti Patel &
Sruti Bannerjee: Manipuri; Srinidhi
Rangarajan: Bharatanatyam; Daksha
Sheth: Chhau; Kumar Singh: Pung
Cholom: Shubha Desai & Darshini
Desai: Kathak; Kala Krishna:
Kuchipudi.
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30 March (evening)

Sujata Misra: Odissi; Deepti Omchery:
Mohiniattam; Daksha Sheth: Chhau;
Padmini Dorairajan: Bharatanatyam;
Kalyani Chakraborty: Kathak.

Folk Music of Rajasthan:
Chandigarh

On 3 September a group of six
Manganiar musicians led by Siddique
Manganiar, Akademi Awardee,
performed at Tagore Theatre,
Chandigarh. The programme was
organized in collaboration with the
Directorate of Culture, Punjab.

Lok-Utsav: Delhi

This annual festival of folk/traditional
performing arts was first presented in
1984 and formed the backdrop to
selections for the Festival of India in
Paris in June 1985. The second Lok-
Utsav was presented 2-6 November
1985 in Delhi and put on view some
34 folk forms from all over country,
many of them seldom seen by an

urban audience.

The Festival was opened by the
y  well-known folk singer of
! Punjab, Smt Gurmeet Bawa.

e r
It featured, among other forms, Khyal

of Rajasthan, Nautanki of Uttar
Pradesh, Krishna Parijat of Karnataka,
Bhavai of Gujarat, Mando of Goa. The
programme follows.

2 November

Dalsukh Raval/Chaman Lal Nayak:
Bhavai, Rajasthan: Phulwa Kanjar &
Party: Kanjar dances, Rajasthan;
Madivalippa M Karadi: Karadi
Majalu, Karnataka; Pukhraj Khiladi &
Party: Khyal, Rajasthan; Gurmeet
Bawa & Party: folk songs of Punjab;
Mangelal Bahurupia, Rajasthan.

3 November

Cleta H Lobo & Party: Mando, Goa;
Mohammad Shareef & Party: Dhadi
songs; Baul songs, West Bengal; SR
Kalyani & Party: Karagam, Tamil
Nadu; Rustom Sayed Chand: jugglery
and acrobatics; Gulab Bai & Party:
Nautanki, Uttar Pradesh.

Manipuri: Yuva-Utsav, Shimla.



4 November

Shankha Vadan: Orissa; Ramsahai
Pande & Party: Rai dance, Madhva
Pradesh; Dooda Ram & Party: Bhaka
songs, Jammu; Shah Anwar Shah
Fakir, West Bengal; Vijay Karan Verma
& Party: Gujar dances; Danda Nata,
Orissa; Haji Manganiar & Party: songs.
of Manganiars, Rajasthan; Charkula:
Uttar Pradesh.

5 November

Dhanbai Kara & Party: folk songs of
Kutch; Ghanta Patua, Orissa; Chinta
Venkateswaralu Rao & Party:
Veeranatyam, Andhra Pradesh;

Shahir Anand Rao Suryavanshi &

Party: Shabadbhed, Maharashtra;
Mrudanga Vadan, Orissa.

6 November

Kumar Singh: Dhol Cholom,
Manipur; P Kanthimathi & Party:
Villisai, Tamil Nadu; Guru Mohanan
Kunju Panikkar & Party: Velakali,
Kerala; Gulabi Bai & Party: dances of
Kalbelias, Rajasthan; Bhagwan Nath
Jogi: Bhaironji Ke Bhope, Rajasthan;
Kameshwari Devi & Party: Poorbi folk
songs, Uttar Pradesh; Sharanayya
Hiramath & Party: Krishna Parijat,
Karnataka; Laxman Bharati: jugglery
and acrobatics.

Rajasthan: folk
singer: Lok-Utsav,
Delhi.







A two-day seminar on ‘Dance-
Drama: Traditional Usage and
Contemporary Challenge’ was held 17-
18 November concurrently with the
festival. Dancers, choreographers,
scholars and critics, music composers
and stage designers participated in the
seminar.

Stockhausen Concert: Delhi

The eminent German composer
Karlheinz Stockhausen gave a concert
on 22 November 1985 under the joint
auspices of Sangeet Natak Akademi
and Indian Council for Cultural
Relations. The programme was
presented at Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library Auditorium, New Delhi.

Workshop on Choreography:
Bombay

The workshop was organized 1-10
November 1985 by the National
Centre for the Performing Arts and
Max Mueller Bhavan, Bombay, in
collaboration with SNA. It was the
fifth event in the East-West Dance
Encounter series. Among dancers who
participated are Kumudini Lakhia,
Chandralekha, Illeana Citaristi, Astad
Deboo and Chitrasundaram. On
behalf of the Akademi, critic KS
Srinivasan attended the workshop.

Lokotsav ’86: Calcutta

This festival of folk performing arts
was presented by Padatik 8-10 January
1986 in collaboration with SNA. The
forms featured include Bhavai of
Gujarat, Chhakri of Jammu &
Kashmir, Pandavani of Madhya
Pradesh, folk songs of Punjab. A
troupe from Jawaharlal Nehru
Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal,
presented Thang-ta, Dhol Cholom,
Lai Haroba, etc. Also to perform was
SNA Awardee Shri Siddique
Manganiar of Rajasthan. The festival
programmes were held concurrently at
Mukta Manch, Kala Mandir and
University Institute Hall.

Fest ’86

The Akademi, among other
organizations, subsidized Fest 86,
SPIC-MACAY'’s annual countrywide
festival of classical music and dance
held 20 January-20 February 1986 in
42 cities and towns. Concurrently,
programmes were also held in many
schools and colleges.

Ganga: Nritya-Natika, Delhi.
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National Theatre Festival
(Natya Samaroh ’85)
Delhi: 9-15 January 1986

Nongda Apam Thoiba (Manipuri),
directed by Y Rajendra Singh:
Panthoibi Natya Mandir, Imphal:
Ram Lila (Hindi), directed by SM
Kulshreshtha: Meghdoot, Lucknow;
Muktipath (Oriya), directed by Narayan
Pati: Anwesana, Bhubaneswar;
Velliyazhcha (Malayalam), directed by
R Narendra Prasad: Natyagriham,
Trivandrum; Aakhyan (Marathi),
directed by Shivdas Ghodake: Indian
Peoples’ Theatre Association, Bombay;
Lakshapat: Rajane Kathe (Kannada),
directed by B Jayashree: Spandana,
Bangalore; Mukta Dhara (Gujarati),
directed by Bharat Dave: Saptasindhu,
Ahmedabad.
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Ram Lila:Natya
Samaroh ’85, Delhi.







Publications

The publication programme of the authors/institutions to publish books
Akademi takes in books and and journals on the performing arts.
monographs on the performing arts

besides the quarterly journal Sangeet The Publication Committee, set up
Natak, begun in 1965. The Sangeet by the Executive Board, guides the
Natak Akademi News Bulletin, publication programme. It consists of
reporting current Akademi activities, the following members: Shri PV

also appears quarterly. Apart from its  Krishnamoorthy, Chairman; members:
own publications, the Akademi Shri KS Kothari, Shri Komal Kothari,
provides financial assistance to Dr M Nagabhushana Sarma, Dr (Mrs)
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Inter-State Cultural Exchange Programme

Handled by the Akademi from 1980
but operative since 1957, the
programme promotes exchange of
performing troupes and individual
artistes between the different States of
the country. The object is an
integrative awareness, nationwide, of
the great variety of our performing
arts. Implementation of the
programme rests on State
Governments, the Akademi playing a
pivotal role—advising, subsidizing, co-
ordinating the sponsored exchanges.

The exchange programme is
chalked out every year in consultation
with representatives of States/Union
Territories. The meeting this year was
convened by the Akademi on 25 May
1985; it was attended by
representatives from Assam, Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Orissa,
Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal. Also to participate were
officers of the Department of Culture,
the Chairman, Vice-Chairman,
Executive Board members and officers
of the Akademi. Apart from planning
the programme for the year, it was
decided at this meeting to restructure
the scheme by including solo
performers for the purpose of
exchange and making better financial
provisions.

The following exchanges took place
this year: A troupe from Maharashtra
toured Sikkim 3-14 October 1985; a
troupe from Tamil Nadu toured
Karnataka 4-7 October 1985; a troupe
from West Bengal toured Tripura 11-
18 October 1985; a troupe from
Tripura toured Tamil Nadu
17 October-2 November 1985; the Rang
Mandal Theatre Group, Bhopal,
toured Maharashtra 31 October-11
November 1985 and Goa
25 November-3 December 1985; a troupe
from Chandigarh toured Tamil Nadu
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3-11 December 1985; a troupe from
Chandigarh toured Pondicherry 12-20
December 1985; a troupe from
Maharashtra led by SNA Awardee Shri
Sahir Sable toured Chandigarh and
Delhi 4-12 January 1986; the Darpan
Theatre Group of Kanpur toured
Rajasthan 11-17 January 1986; a
troupe from Himachal Pradesh toured
Gujarat 16-26 January 1986; a troupe
from Nagaland toured Haryana

23 January-2 February 1986; a Kathak
group from Delhi led by SNA
Awardee Shri Durga Lal toured
Mabharashtra 3-13 February 1986; the
Darpan Theatre Group, Kanpur,
toured Gujarat 7-17 February 1986;
Kathak dancers from Delhi performed
in Haryana in February 1986; a
troupe from Himachal Pradesh toured
West Bengal 22-28 February 1986; a
troupe from Rajasthan toured
Maharashtra 24 February-5 March
1986; a troupe from Gujarat toured
West Bengal 2-10 March 1986; a
troupe from Mizoram toured
Himachal Pradesh 5-13 March 1986; a
Kerala Kala Mandiram troupe from
Trichur led by Smt Kshemavathy
toured Goa, Daman & Diu 10-18
March 1986; a troupe from Sikkim
toured Chandigarh 20-27 March 1986;
a troupe from Punjab toured Dadra &
Nagar Haveli 24-31 March 1986.






Museum of Musical Instruments

The Akademi has been collecting
performing-art objects from its
inception, though methodical
collection of museum material began
only in 1968. Tribal, folk and classical
instruments are on view in the
Museum, acquired from different parts
of the country. Part of the folk and
tribal instrument, costume and
jewellery collection has been received as
gift from visiting troupes of musicians
and Government agencies. Some
instruments and objects have also been
acquired from foreign visitors.

The existing collection divides into
two broad categories: folk, tribal and
classical musical instruments; masks,
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puppets, headgears, costumes,
ornaments and other performing-art
artefacts. The Museum has some 450
instruments of all types, and about
1400 objects of the other category.
Thirty-one instruments and artefacts
were acquired this year.

Some of the noteworthy foreign
delegations to visit the Museum this
year include members of the Chinese
Opera Institute; a group of
academicians sponsored by Unesco;
experts from the Victoria and Albert
Museum, UK; Keeper of the Museum
of Asian, African and American
Culture, Prague; members of the
Institute for Musicology, Budapest.

Museum of Musical
Instruments







In Memoriam

Several luminaries in the world of
performing arts passed away during
the year. Among them were the
following Akademi Awardees:

Ustad Sharafat Hussain Khan, who
expired on 6 July 1985 after a
prolonged illness; he had won the
Akademi Award for Hindustani vocal
music in 1984.

Shri Mohan Rao Kallianpurkar, an
eminent Kathak guru, who passed
away on 1 December 1985; he received
the Akademi Award for Kathak in
1962.

Shri Nikhil Bannerjee, the well-
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known sitar player, who died on 27
January 1986. He was the recipient of
the Akademi Award in 1974.

Smt Nayana Jhaveri, recipient of
the Akademi Award for Manipuri
dance in 1977, who passed away on
7 February 1986.

Smt Rukmini Devi Arundale, a
leading figure in the world of
Bharatanatyam, who died on
24 February 1986; she had received the
Akademi Award in 1957 and was
elected Fellow of the Akademi in 1967.

The Akademi pays its homage to
their memory.

Ustad Sharafat
Hussain Khan

Shri Mohan Rao
Kallianpurkar

Shri Nikhil
Bannerjee

Smt Nayana
Jhaver:

Arundale

Smt Rukmini Devi



Kathak Kendra: Delhi

A constituent unit of Sangeet Natak
Akademi, Kathak Kendra is one of the
leading dance-teaching institutions in
the country. Set up in 1964, it offers
several comprehensive courses in
Kathak and allied subjects like vocal
music and Pakhawaj. The courses are
designed to prepare artistes of
professional standard. The Kathak
Kendra also maintains a Production
Unit, comprising highly trained
artistic personnel, with a view to
enriching the repertoire and technique

of Kathak through experimental work.
The Kendra has on staff teachers of

eminence in the various disciplines in

which training is imparted. The
Kendra’s contribution over the years is
mainly to be seen in terms of students
trained in the past and the number
professionally engaged in dance and
music.

Production Unit

The Production Unit of the Kendra,
headed by Guru Birju Maharaj, has a

Nayika Vilas: a
Kathak Kendra
production







Kathak Guru; Bharati Gupta,
Varishtha Kathak Prashikshika;
Geetanjali Lal, Kathak Prashikshika;
Rajinder Kumar Gangani, Kathak
Prashikshak; Manika Prasad Misra,
Tabla Prashikshak; Irene Roy
Choudhury, Gayan Prashikshika; Ela.
Kamal, Yoga Prashikshika; Reba
Vidyarthi, Kathak Guru.

Kathak Abroad

Three members of Kendra staff took
on temporary teaching assignments
abroad this year: Shri Pradeep
Shankar, a dancer in the Production
Unit, joined Kala Bharati (Academy of
Indian Arts), Trinidad, as Artistic
Director on a year’s assignment in
June 1985; Shri Tirath Ajmani, also a
dancer in the Production Unit, joined
the Indian Cultural Centre,
Georgetown, Guyana, as a Kathak

teacher for a three-year term in
September 1985; Shri Mannu Lal
Shukla, a Kathak Guru, Shri Subhash
Nirvan, a Tabla player, and Shri
Abdul Sami Khan, a sarod plavyer,
taught at the Yakshini Kathak
Kendra, Tokyo, May-October 1985.
Also that year Guru Birju Maharaj
along with Kendra staff and students
performed in the Festival of India in
France and USA.

The Advisory Committee of Kathak
Kendra comprises Shri PV
Krishnamoorthy, Chairman; members:
Shri Jiwan Pani (Director, Kathak
Kendra), Shri K S Kothari (Secretary,
SNA), Prof. SK Saxena, Shri Birju
Maharaj, Smt Rohini Bhate, Smt
Damayanti Joshi, Smt Kumudini
Lakhia, Smt Maya Natarajan. The
Advisory Committee met on 29 June
1985 at Pune and on 29 December
1985 in Madras.

Guru Birju
Maharaj and
students.




Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy: Imphal

A constituent unit of Sangeet Natak
Akademi, JNMDA is the leading
institution in the country for the
teaching of Manipuri dance. Set up in
1954, it offers several comprehensive
courses in Manipuri dance and allied
subjects like Thang-ta and Lai
Haroba. The courses are designed to
prepare artistes of professional
standard. The institution has on staff
teachers of eminence. It also has a
Production Unit with a large
repertoire of dance-dramas.

The management of JNMDA vests
in the Executive Board of the Sangeet
Natak Akademi, which is assisted by a

local Advisory Committee. The
Advisory Committee comprises
General KV Krishna Rao, Chairman;
Shri N Khelchandra Singh, Vice-
Chairman; members: Shri KS Kothari
(Secretary, SNA), Shri AH
Choudhury, Th. Babu Singh
(Principal, JNMDA), Prof. Mangthoi
Thaimei, Shri S Thanil Singh
(Teachers’ Representative), Shri
Prakash Singh (Director, JNMDA).

Performances

A 27-member troupe from the
Academy took part in the inaugural
Mela of the Festival of India in

Guru Leibakmacha
Singh and students.
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France, held in Paris 7-8 June 1985.
This was followed by a performance
tour of France and Italy. A 13-member
troupe participated in Yuva-Utsav, a
festival of young artistes presented by
Sangeet Natak Akademi 17-20 July 1985
at Jamshedpur.

In November 1985 Keibul Lamjao, a
dance-drama on the theme of wildlife
preservation, was staged in Delhi by
the Production Unit of the Academy;
this was part of Nritya-Natika, a
festival of dance-drama presented by
Sangeet Natak Akademi. Artistes of
the Academy also participated in Lok-
Utsav '86, presented 8-10 January 1986
by Padatuk in Calcutta in
collaboration with Sangeet Natak
Akademi.

Production Unit
A new dance-drama, Ramayana, was

choreographed this year by the
Production Unit of the Academy; the
premiere was inaugurated by General
KV Krishna Rao, Governor of
Manipur, on 25 March 1986.

The unit presents composite
programmes of dance and music at
Imphal on important occasions or in
honour of dignitaries visiting the
State. These programmes are
sponsored by various departments of
the State Government as well as other
agencies. During the current year 14
programmes of the kind were
presented, including a programme on
5 October 1985 in honour of the
President of India.

Students/Examinations

The Academy had 261 students on
roll this year. The annual Certificate
and Diploma Course examinations
were held 16-26 August 1985.

Keibul Lamjao:
a JNMDA
production












