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In Memoriam

Several outstanding figures in the world of
performing arts passed away during the
year.

Thakur Jaidev Singh, a musicologist and
scholar of enormous range, expired on 27
May 1986; he had been elected Fellow of
the Akademi in 1965. The brilliant
Carnatic flutist T R Mahalingam died on
31 May ’86; he received the Akademi
Award in 1965. The versatile Carnatic
vocalist/instrumentalist B Devendrappa
passed away on 9 June 1986. He received
the Akademi Award in 1963. Debaprasad
Das, the eminent Odissi guru, passed
away on 16 July’86; He received the
Akademi Award in 1977. Baidyanath
Sharma, a famous Daskathia singer, who
had won the Akademi Award in 1981,
died on 10 December 1986. Suleman
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Juma Jumani, a veteran Nobat player
who had performed at the opening
ceremony of the Festival of India in
France, expired on 15 December, 1986; he
received the Akademi Award in
1985.Devakottai Narayana Iyengar, an
eminent Carnatic vainika, passed away on
9 January 1987; he received the Akademi
Award in 1969. Adi Pherozeshah
Marzban, the popular Bombay director
and playwright, died on 26 February
1987; he received the Akademi Award in
1970. Timir Baran Bhattacharya, the
noted Sarod player and orchestrator with
Indian instruments, died on 29 March
1987; he received the Akademi Award in
1976.

Sangeet Natak Akademi pays its
homage to the memory of the deceased.

B. Devendrappa Debaprasad Das

| :
Devakottai Narayana Iyengar Timir Baran Bhattacharya

31



Kathak Kendra: Delhi

A constituent unit of Sangeet Natak
Akademi, Kathak Kendra is among the
leading dance-teaching institutions in the
country. Set up in 1964, it offers several
comprehensive courses in Kathak and
allied subjects like vocal music and
Pakhawaj. The courses are designed to
prepare artistes of professional standard.
The Kathak Kendra also maintains a
Production Unit, comprising highly
trained artistic personnel, with a view to
enriching the repertoire and technique of
Kathak through experimental work. The
Kendra has on its staff teachers of
eminence in the various disciplines in
which training is imparted.

The management of Kathak Kandra
vests in the Executive Board of the
Akadem: which is assisted by an Advisory
Committee. The Advisory Committee of
Kathak Kendra comprises Shri PV
Krishnamoorthy, Chairman; members:
Shri Jiwan Pani (Director, Kathak
Kendra), Shri K S Kothari (Secretary,
SNA), Prof. S K Saxena, Shri Birju
Maharaj, Smt Rohini Bhate, Smt
Damayanti Joshi, Smt Kumudini Lakhia,
Smt Maya Natarajan. In the period
reported the Committee met twice on 28
August 1986 and 3 February 1987.

Students/Courses

The Kendra had 150 studerts on roll this
year for the seven courses offered: a
five-year Foundation Course; three-year
Diploma (Pass) and Honours Courses;
Specialization Course in dance, vocal
music and Pakhawaj; and Refresher
Course in Kathak. Scholarships are
awarded for all courses.

Dikshantotsava was held 9-15 May
1986 at Triveni Kala Sangam. The
programme marks the end of the Kendra
session and features final-year Kathak
students who perform before examiners
and an invited audience. Twenty-three
“finalists’ performed this year.

Teaching Faculty

The faculty comprises Birju Maharaj,
Pradhyapak; Durga Lal, Sahachari
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Pradhyapak; Mannu Lal Shukla, Kathak
Guru; Reba Vidyarthi, Kathak Guru;
Bharatl Gupta, Varishtha Kathak
Prashikshika, Geetanjali Lal, Kathak
Prashikshika; Rajendra Kumar Gangani,
Kathak Prashikshak; Manika Prasad
Misra, Tabla Prashikshak; Irene Roy
Choudhury, Gayan Prashikshika; Ram
Kishore Das, Pakhawaj Prashikshak and
Nisha Mahajan, Yoga Prashikshika.

Production Unit

The Production Unit, headed by Guru
Birju Maharaj, has a large repertoire of
dance-dramas and other choreographic
works in Kathak. A group of eight
dancers and nine musicains are members
of the repertory, which accepts
professional engagements and often
travels within and outside the country.
Participation by Apprentice Fellows and
Students in its activities is encouraged
with a view to giving them experience in
ensemble work and choreography

A Kathak Kendra Production






Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy: Imphal

A constituent unit of Sangeet N atak
Akademi, JNMDA is the leading '
institution in the country for the teaching
of Manipuri dance. Set up in 1954, 1t
offers several comprehensive courses in
Manipuri dance and allied subjects like
Thang-ta and Lai Haroba. The courses are
designed to prepare artistes of professional
standard. The institution has on staff
teachers of eminence. It also has a
Production Unit with a large repertoire of
dance-dramas.

The management of [NMDA vests in
the Executive Board of the Sangeet Natak
Akademi, which is assisted by a local
Advisory Committee. The Advisory
Commettee comprises General K V
Krishna Rao (Retd), Chairman; Shri N
Khelchandra Singh, Vice-Chairman;
members: Shri K S Kothari (Secretary,
SNA), Shri A.H Choudhury, Th. Babu

Singh (Principal, JNDMA), Prof.

Mangthoi Thaimei, Shri S Thanil Singh

(Teachers’ Representative), Shri Prakash '
Singh (Director, JNMDA).

Students/Examinations

The Academy had 247 students on roll
this year. The annual Certificate and
Diploma Course examinations were held
7-21 August 1986, the Post-Graduate
Course examinations 4—20 September
1986.

The Annual Function and Convocation
of the Academy was inaugurated by
General K V Krishna Rao (Retd),
Governor of Manipur, on 8 January 1987.
Dr L Chandramani Singh, Minister in the
Manipur Cabinet, presided over the
function. General Krishna Rao gave away
the diplomas and presented gold medals to

the three best students. Maharas by the JNMDA Production Unit



















































