


























Festivals/Programmes/Exhibitions

Talk on Instrument-making :

Delhi

M Pierre-Jean Croset, a noted French
instrument-maker and musician, spoke on
the manufacture of musical instruments in
France at the SNA Museum of Musical
Instruments on 14 April 1987. The talk
was illustrated with slides, photographs
and recorded music. Several musicians and
instrument-makers attended the talk,
followed by a discussion on the
posstbilities of new technology in
improvements on traditional Indian
instruments. M Croset, who was on a brief
visit to India, had earlier spoken at the
Faculty of Music and Fine Arts, Delhi
University.

Bhasa Mahotsavam : Trivandrum

Commemorating the discovery of Bhasa’s

- plays in Trivandrum 75 years ago, this
festival/seminar on the work of the
Sanskrit dramatist was presented 14-19
April 1987 by Sopanam in collaboration
with Sangeet Natak Akademi, Sahitya
Akademi, Department of Culture—Govt of
India, Kalidas Akademi, Kerala University,
and the Public Relations/Tourism
Departments of the Government of
Kerala. Sangeet Natak Akademi
contributed the major share of expenses
for the productions staged : Madhyama
Vyayogam and Karnabharam by Sopanam,
the latter play also by Kalidas Akademi,
Ujjain, besides Kudiyattam productions of
Abhishekam and Swapnankam by Margi,
Trivandrum, and Mani Madhava Chakyar's
troupe. Also scheduled was a Polish
production of Swapnavasavadattam by
Theatre Polski, Poznan; this could not be
presented in the festival but had earlier
been staged at Poznan 30 March.

The Sopanam productions by K N
Panikkar drew upon the indigenous
traditions of Kerala without relying on a
particular form. On the other hand, the
Kalidas Akademi production by Prabhat
Kumar Bhattacharya was cast in the mould
of Mach, a folk theatre of Madhya Pradesh.
Recreating Bhasa primarily from
suggestions in the subtexts of the plays,

both directors brought in contemporary
nuances. Contemporary relevance was also
the focus of the seminar on Bhasa,
attended by scholars from all over the
country, To mark the occassion, a volume
of 13 Bhasa plays in Malayalam script was
brought out by the University of Kerala.

Convention on Performing Arts :
Delhi

This all-India convention on "The Role of
Performing Arts in National Integration’
was organized 22-24 April 1987 by the
Zakir Hussain Educational & Cultural
Foundation in collaboration with the
Akademi. Three sessions of the
convention—inaugurated by Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi at Teen Murti
House—were devoted to Theatre and
Social Awareness’, The Role of Music in
Promoting Inter-religious and Intra-
regional Harmony’, and ‘Dance as a Tool
of Inculcating Refinement and Sensibility’.
Programmes of dance and music were
presented each evening. The programmes
featured Shobha Naidu in Kuchipudi,
Saswati Sen in Kathak, Shabad Kirtan by
Tarlochan Singh Ragi & Group, Khayal by
Rajan Mishra and Sajan Mishra, and
Quawwali by Prabha Bharati and group.

Exhibition of Musical
Instruments/Masks : La
Spezia/Turin/Venice

Scheduled earlier in March, this exhibition
was presented 26 April-15 May 1987 in La
Spezia, opening 2 June in Turin together
with an exhibition of Madhubani
paintings. The exhibition closed in Turin
12 July, moving on to Venice where it
was open 27 July-29 August. Seventy
Indian instruments were on view together
with 28 masks, the exhibits coming chiefly
from the SNA Museum of Musical
Instruments.

The exhibition was the largest of its
kind in Italy, the display including folk and
classical instruments of the principal
varieties from all over the country. Widely
publicized in press, television and radio, it
attracted large numbers of visitors in all


























