














Western Music Concert : Delhi

Max Mueller Bhavan, India International
Centre and Delhi Music Society in
association with the Akademi presented an
evening of Western music by the Biswas
Trio at India International Centre on 16
January 1988.

The trio comprises the young India-born
cellist Anup Biswas, violinist Kristen
Hellier, and pianist Nigel Clayton. The
programme was of chamber pieces by
Bheethoven, Schubert and Mendelssohn.

Reception to Visiting Soviet
Deputy Minister

On the occasion of the visit of Mr V 1.
Kozenin, Soviet Deputy Minister for
Culture to India, the Akademi hosted a
reception in his honour on 25 January
1988 at the India International Centre. A
dhrupad recital by Ramakant and Umakant
Gundecha of Bhopal was presented on the
occasion.

One Ordinary Day : Delhi

This mime-and-mask play directed by
Christina Fabiani was presented by the
Akademi in association with Alliance
Francaise, Delhi, at Triveni Chamber
Theatre on 3 March 1988.-Ms Fabiani
directed the play—a vignette on Bombay
street life—for Praxis, a Bombay-based
amateur group experimenting with mime-
and-mask productions.

Rajasthan Folk Instrument
Workshop : Borunda

This Akademi-funded workshop under the
auspices of Rupayan Sansthan, Borunda,
which commenced operation in April
1986, was wound up in March 1988 after a
productive span of two years. In this
period the workshop produced instruments
of five chordophonic varieties : Sindhi
Sarangi, Gujratan Sarangi, Surinda,
Kamaicha and Ravaj. A master craftsman,
Ridmal Langa, ran the workshop with the
help of two young apprentices who were
initiated in instrument-making over the
past two years.

The first effort to resuscitate folk-
instrument-making in Rajasthan, the
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workshop was established to check the
sharp decline in the quality of instruments
produced over the last few years. Unfit for
use by musicians, these instruments were
often sold as tourist curios. The declise in
instrument-making was inevicably
reflected in musical practice and
preference.

The workshop’s produce was sold to
musicians, replacing unusable pieces. The
Akademi’s Museum of Musical
Instruments also gained by acquiring a set
of the instruments produced. Rupayan
Sansthan acquired a set as well for its own
museum.

National/Regional Festivals of
Music and Dance

Some major festivals of dance and music in
different parts of the country were held
with financial support from the Akademi.
Financial assistance was given to
Karnataka Sangeetha Nrithya Academy to
hold Somnathapura Festival, to the Seagull
Foundation for the Arts, Calcutta, for a
programme of Sufi music—Mehfil-e-
Khas—to Spic-Macay for their annual
Fest-88, and to Padatik, Calcutta, for an
International Seminar, Festival and
Workshop on Theatre, Dance and the
Martial Arts.

Assistance to Young Theatre
Workers

The scheme, given its present form in
1984, supports experimental work by’
directors looking for an indigenous theatre
idiom (scheme excerpts : Appendix VI).
The Akademi offers subsidies for
productions staged at its four annual Zonal
Theatre Festivals and further assistance for
plays chosen for-the National Theatre
Festival (Natya Samaroh) n Delhi.
Applications for participation in the Zonal
Festivals are screened by an Expert
Committee of directors, theatre workers
and critics from all over the country. Only
new productions are considered.

The Expert Commirtee (1987-88) had
the following members : Shri N C Jain,









24 November

Bepputhakkadi Boleshankara (Kannada) :
dir CR Jambe, Ninasam, Heggodu.

25 November

Mudrarakshasam (Malayalam) :

dir Jos Chiramel, The Root, Trichur.

26 November
Moodurina Prasanga (Kannada) :
dir S Malachi, Geleyara Balaga, Talavata.

27 November

Kalanetheeni (Malayalam) :
dir K Kaladharan, Rasika Arts & Cultural
Society, Trivandrum.

Natya Samaroh ‘87 (National
Theatre Festival) : Delhi

Presented 14-17 January 1988, Natya
Samaroh—the National Theatre Festival—

featured a selection of four plays out of 24
presented in the Zonal Theatre Festivals
in 1987. The schedule of plays follows :

14 January

Raja Bharathari (Punjabi) : dir Neelam
Mansingh Choudhry, The Company,
Chandigarh.

15 January
Zulva (Marathi) : dir Waman Kendre,
Sanmitra, Bombay.

16 January

Mudrarakshasam (Malayalam) : dir Jos
Chiramel, The Roort,

Trichur.

17 January

Ima Keithel (Mantpuri) : dir N
Premchand, The Aryan Theatre,
Imphal.

Zulva, directed by Waman
Kendre : Natya Samaroh
‘87, Delhi





























