















































Putul Yatra

National Festival of Puppet Theatre:
Performances, Seminar & Exhibition
17-28 March, 2003, Delhi

As a part of its golden jubilee celebrations,
Sangeet Natak Akademi organized Putul Yatra, an
all-India festival of puppet theatre from 17 to 28
March 2003 at Meghdoot Theatre, Rabindra
Bhavan, New Delhi. The festival featured
performances by thirty-two puppet theatre groups
from all over the country, skilled in traditional and
contemporary puppetry. There was also an
exhibition of Indian puppets, screenings of video
documentaries, and an international seminar during
the festival.

The largest event showcasing India’s puppet
theatre so far presented by Sangeet Natak
Akademi, Putul Yatra was organized in association
with the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, the
India International Centre, and the Union
Internationale de la Marionette (Unima).

Puppeteers during the festival demonstrated
various forms of the art, from the traditional string
puppets of Karnataka, the shadow puppets of
Andhra Pradesh, the rod and glove puppets of
West Bengal, to more contemporary techniques.

The programme follows:

Monday 17 March

Inauguration

Yakshagana Gombeyata — Traditional String

Puppet Theatre of Karnataka; Lankadahana Sri Ganesh
Yakshagana Gombeata Mandali, Karnataka

Group leader: Bhaskar Kogga Kamath

Tolu Bommalata — Traditional Shadow Puppet Theatre of
Andhra Pradesh; Sundara Kandam

Chhaya Nataka Brundam, Andhra Pradesh.
Group Leader: S. Chidambara Rao

Tuesday 18 March ot

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod and Glove): :llniost
Twelfth Night

Kat-Katha, New Delhi, director: Anurupa Roy
Danger Putul — Traditional Rod Puppet Theatre
Of West Bengal : Sitar Banabas Satya Narayan Putul

Remembering Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay

Putul Yatra was dedicated to the memory
of Kamaladeuvi Chattopadhyay (1903-
1988), former Chairman of the Akademi,
whose birth centenary coincides with the
fiftieth anniversary of Sangeet Natak
Akademi.

It is in some measure owing to her
interest that the Akademi bas lent its
support to the puppet theatre since its
early years. This bhas taken the form of

- training programmes in puppetry;

workshops involving traditional and non-
traditional puppeteers; seminars where
present-day problems and issues have
been discussed; and festivals in which
puppetry in various forms has been
presented to the public. In 1990 the
Akademi organized an international
Jestival of puppet theatre (the India
International Puppet Festival) in Delbi in
collaboration with the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, and from 1992 to
1998, a series of six workshops focusing
on the practice of puppetry in various
regions of India.
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Natya Sanstha, West Bengal

Group Leader: Nirapada Mondal

Tolpava Kuthu — Traditional Shadow

Puppet Theatre of Kerala: Kamban Ramayana
Krishnan Kutty Pulavar Memorial Tholpava
Koothu & Puppet Centre, Kerala Group

Leader: K.K.Ramachandra Pulavar

Thursday 20 March

Ravanachhaya — Traditional Shadow Puppet Theatre of
Orissa: Ramayana

Ravan Chhaya Natya Sansad, Orissa. Group Leader: Kolha
Charan Sahoo

Kandheri Nach — Traditional Rod Puppet

Theatre of Orissa: Utkal Vishwakarma

Kalakunja Kandheri Nacha, Keonjhar, Group Leader:
Maguni Charan Kuanr

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod Puppets): Aladin
Calcutta Puppet Theatre, Kolkata | West Bengal

Director: Suresh Dutta

Friday 21 March

Celebrations of UNIMA World Puppet Day

Benir Putul — Traditional Glove Puppet Theatre of West
Bengal

Bishnu Priya Putul Party, 24-Paraganas,

Group Leader: Rampada Ghorai and Basanto Ghorai

Tol Bommalatam — Traditional Shadow

Puppet Theatre of Tamil Nadu: Sundara Kandam
Selvaraja Shadow Puppet Group, Tamil Nadu

Group Leader : A. Selvaraja

Saturday 22 March

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod & Hand)

1001 Indian Nights

Pi Theatre, Delhi, Director: Varun Narain

Salaki Gombeyatta — Traditional Puppet Theatre (String
and Rod Puppets)

Karnataka, Sri Bhavaneshwari Sutrada Bombe Mela,
Mandya District

Group Leader: Puttasamachar B.

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod Puppets) : Kshude

Patuar Roopkatha
Peoples Puppet Theatre, Kolkata, West Bengal

Director: Hiren Bhattacharya

Sunday 23 March

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Glove Puppets): Rutir
Goppo

Tal-Betal Puppet Theatre, Kolkata
Director: Subhasis Sen

Pavakathakali — Traditional Glove Puppet
Theatre of Kerala: Dakshayagam

Natanakairali, Trichur, Kerala

Group Leader: G.Venu

Togalu Gombeyata — Traditional Shadow
Puppet Theatre of Karnataka: Excerpts from
Gandhi

Sri Ramanjaneya Togalu Gombe Mela, Bellary,

Group Leader: B. Veeranna

Monday 24 March

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod Puppets):
Death Trap

Salaam Baalak Trust, Delhi

Director: Kapil Dev

Bommalatam — Traditional String Puppet
Theatre of Tamil Nadu: Seetha Kalyanam and
Marriage of Valli with Lord Muruga

Sri Murugan Sangeetha Bommalatta Sabha,
Tamil Nadu, Group Leader: Kumbakonam
Thiru T.N.Sankaranathan

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rob Puppets):
Taming of the Wild

Dolls Theatre, Kolkata, Director : Sudip Gupta

Tuesday 25 March

Kathputli — Traditional String Puppets
Theatre of Rajasthan: Dhola Maru

Aakar Puppets Theatre, Delhi

Group Leades: Puran Bhatt

Yakshagana Bombeyata — Traditional String
And Rod Puppet Theatre of Karnataka:
Nanakasura Vadhe

Sri Gopalakrishna Yakshagana Bombeyata
Sangha, Kasergod

Group Leader: K.V.Ramesh

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod Puppets):
Idgah and Rangeela

Mayur Puppet Theatre, Lucknow

Director: Milan Yadav

Wednesday 26 March

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod Puppets): Maindak
Budhi

Nori Puppet Group of the Nori Ant &

Puppetry Centre, Hyderabad.

Director: Ratnamala Nori

Contemporary Puppet Theatre (Rod and Glove):
Holde Jhunti Morogti

Burdhman Puppet Theatre & Cultural Centre
West Bengal, Director: Swapan Roy
Contemporary Puppet Theatre: Vadakkan Puttu

Samanwaya Pavantaka Sangham ,Ayancheri
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Haldwani, Rishikesh and Dehradun. Shri Ahsan
Baksh, a theatre person of Uttaranchal,
coordinated the workshop. Noted experts in
theatre and allied subjects were invited to the
workshop: Smt. Usha Ganguly (for training in
direction), Smt. Uttara Baokar (acting), Shri V
Ramamurthy (lighting), Shri Narendra Sharma
(movement), Dr. Govind Chatak (playwriting),
Shri B.S.Kulkarni (make-up), Smt. Kriti V. Sharma
(costumes),Shri Mushtaq Kak (set design) and
Smt. Apporva (Yoga). Shri Jayant Kastuar,
Secretary, Sangeet Natak Akademi, inaugurated
the workshop. The workshop continued till 15
July 2002.

Jharkhand ( 2-31 October 2002)

The first workshop in the East Zone was
organized at Bokaro from 2 to 31 October 2002
in collaboration with SAIL, Bokaro Steel City,
Jharkhand. Twenty-eight candidates were selected
from Ranchi, Hazaribagh, Lohardagha, Dhanbad,
Bokaro and Dumka. Shri Bipin Kumar, a theatre

person from Jharkhand, coordinated the workshop.

Theatre experts including Shri J.N.Kaushal (Delhi),
Shri Ratan Thiyam(Imphal), Dr. Mahendra
(Chandigarh), Shri V. Ramamurty (Bangalore), Shri
Salil Sarkar and Shri Niranjan Goswami (Kolkata),
Shri Sudhir Kulkami, Shri Shashadhar
Acharya(Delhi), and Shri Sanjay Upadhyay((Patna)
were invited to form the faculty. Dr. Girdhari Ram
Gunjhu, Dr. Anil Thakur, Dr. Mahavir Nayak and
Dr. Ratan Prakash represented the region’s own
art forms. Performances of Nagpuri Jhumur by
Kala Kunj Pandra (Ranchi) and Birsa Kala Kendra
(Hatia) were presented. The Fir Kaal Mart{al
Dance was presented by the Adim Bhoomi
Kherwar Sangh (Chamundi, East Singhbhoom).
Khadia was performed by Bibiyana Dungdung
Kharia Sanskrit Sangh(Ranchi).

Gangtok ( 10 February — 9 March 2003)
Under this programme, the Akademi, in

collaboration with the Department of Culture,

Sikkim, organized a residential workshop for

young theatre workers 10 February — 9 March
2003 at Gangtok. This was the second workshop
in the series in the East Zone. A total of 75
applications were received both by the Akademi
in Delhi and the Department of Culture,
Government of Sikkim, Gangtok. Finally 24 young
theatre workers were selected for the workshop.

Visiting experts included Kanhailal, Sabitri
Heisnam, Govind Dhakal, Dolly A. Tewari,
Bhaskar Chandavarkar, Dulal Roy, Satyabrata Rout,
Birjit Naganomba, Ratan Thiyam, Niranjan
Goswami and Kanishka Sen. Regional experts
who were invited to the workshop included
Banitalgun, Malati Chettri, Shakunta K. , Tika Maya
Pradhan, Samten Bhutia and Tara Dhital.

Two Telugu Plays Premiered in Hyderabad
Sangeet Natak Akademi's scheme of Assistance to
Playwrights in Indian Languages is meant to
encourage young writers to write new plays in
Indian languages. The scheme was launched in
response to the long-felt need of theatre workers
all over the country for new plays, and for
dialogue and interaction between directors and

writers.

Under this scheme, two plays written in Telugu
were premiered in Hyderabad 10-12 March 2003
in collaboration with the Department of Culture,
Government of Andhra Pradesh. The first play,
Darpanam, was directed by K.G.R. Gandhi of
Kala Tarangini, Visakhaptnam, while the other
play, Gunanidhi, was directed by D.S.N.Murthy of
Navodaya Arts Academy, Hyderabad.

Interaction Programme in Theatre

Under this programme, an eminent director from
one region is sponsored with his group for a
performance and interaction with theatre workers
of another region. The programme is devised to
give an opportunity to theatre workers of the
younger generation to meet an eminent director,
interact with him, and gain an insight into his life
and work. The programme is meant to promote
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JAWHARLAL NEHRU MANIPUR
DANCE ACADEMY, IMPHAL

The Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, a
constituent Unit of Sangeet Natak Akademi, New
Delhi, is the premier institution for teaching of
Manipuri dance and music, and allied subjects like
Thang-Ta, etc. Established in 1954, it offers
comprehensive courses on the above subjects.
The institution has on its staff teachers of
eminence and a Production Unit with a large
repertoire of dance-dramas. The management of
the Academy is vested in the Executive Board of
the Sangeet Natak Akademi, which is assisted by
a local Advisory Committee (chaired by the
Governor of Manipur) which is responsible for
maintenance of standards of the Academy and
formulation of its programmes and schemes. A
Brief report of the programmes held during 2002-
03 follows:

Foundation Day

The 48" Foundation day of the JNMDA was
observed on 1 April 2002. The Governor of
Manipur, Shri Ved Marwah, was the Chief Guest,
and the Vice Chairman of JNMDA, Shri Ratan
Thiyam was the president at the function held at
the Academy’s auditorium. Four Gold medalists for
the year 2001 presented solo items in Manipuri
dance and Nata Sankirtana. The students of the
Academy also presented various programmes of
traditional Manipuri Dance and Music on the

occasion

Festival of Dance and Music

The Academy organized its annual festival of
dance and music, from 17 to 20 April 2002, in the
open air auditorium of the Academy. The
Governor of Manipur, Shri Ved Marwah,
inaugurated the festival. The noted Manipuri
scholar, Padmashri R.K.Singhajit Singh, presided
over the function. Kiran Segal (Odissi), Geetanjali
and Abhimanyu Lal (Kathak), Priyadarshini Govind
(Bharatanatyam) and artistes of Uttar Kamalabari

Satra (Sattriya), performed in the festival. Other
performers were Mayurbhanj Chhau dancers from
Baripada (Orissa), Rashid Khan (Hindustani vocal),
Ronu Majumdar (Hindustani flute) and Manganiyar
and Langa musicians from Rajasthan. Local
Manipuri exponents like Shrimati R.K.Jayantisana
Devi and Shrimati A. Binakumari Devi, presented
solo Manipuri items, Ariba-pala, led by Shri
Gourmani Singh, and a group performance by
female artistes led by the well-known Ch.
Chandrajini Devi were also featured. Chakesang
folk singers of Nagaland too performed at the

festival.

Festival of Young Artistes

A three-day festival of young artistes was held
from 18 to 20 April 2002, at the Academy’s
auditorium. Shri Ratan Thiyam, the Vice Chairman
of INMDA, inaugurated the event. Shri
Jayantikumar Sharma, well-known Manipuri
Lyricist, and Dr. Sunil Kothari, dance critic, were
the president, and guest of honour, respectively,
on the occasion.

The students of JNMDA presented a composition
from the Geeta Govinda, choreographed by
Pradhan Guru, Shri S.Thanil Singh, on the
inaugural day. Shri Bigyaneshwor Singh, an artiste
from Manipuri Jagoi Marup, performed Mangala
Charan, Dasa Avatar and Gouranga Nartan during
the festival. Shri G. Loken Sharma presented solo
items on Meitei Pung. On the second day,
Rajkumari Muktasana Devi, a dancer from
Performing Artistes Centre. Presented Gouranga
Bhabhi; Kumari O. Sunita Devi of the Performing
Artistes Laboratory performed Krishna Roop, and
Shri I. Brajakumar Singh presented a recital on
Hindustani flute. Kumari I. Priyolata Devi of Shree
Shree Govindaji Nartanalaya, Government Dance
College, performed Noneechor, Krishna Nartan
and Ukantha, Kumari A Radhamanbi, a former
student of the JNMDA, presented Krishna Roop.
Kumari N. Sunita Devi performed a Hindustani
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vocal item, on the last day of the festival.

Lai-haraoba Festival 2002

A seven day Lai-Haraoba Festival of Lord Ibudhou
Chakhad, was held in the Academy from 13 to 19
May 2002. Eminent gurus, artistes, office staff and
students participated in the festival. The Festival
is a regular feature in the activities of the
Academy.

Sponsored Programmes

The students of the Academy presented martial
arts and Vasantha Ras in honour of Shrimati V.S.
Rama Devi, Governor of Karnataka, on 17 May
2002, in the Academy’s auditorium. Shri Ved
Marwah, Governor of Manipur, the chief minister
of Manipur and the Art & Culture Minister of
Manipur were present on the occasion.

Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Scotland

24 July to 24 August 2002

A 20-member troupe led by Director, JNMDA,
participated in the Edinburgh Tatoo and
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Scotland from 24 July
to 24 August 2002. The group presented Dhol,
Pung Cholom and martial arts. The group also
performed at Dundee and Aberdeen before
Indian audiences. The tour was sponsored by
ICCR and the Department of Tourism,
Government of India.

Training for Senior Students

Smt. K. Bino Devi, Shri P. Dhanajit Singh and Shri
K. Thoiba visited Kalakshetra between 11 and 26
August 2002 to teach senior students the folk
dances of Manipur.

Meghdoot

A latest production ‘Meghdoot’ was presented by
the artistes of the Academy on 2 July 2002 in
honour of Review Committee members of the
North East Zone Cultural Centre, Dimapur.

Patriot Day
Students of the Academy observed Patriots Day —

13 August 2002 at Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur
Dance Academy Auditorium,. Guru Puja was
observed on 5 September 2002 followed by a
colourful programme.

Festival of Traditional Manipuri Dance and

Music

1. A programme of traditional Manipuri dance and
music was presented by the students of the
Academy on 5 October 2002 at Raj Bhavan in
honour of His Excellency. Dr. A.P,J. Abdul
Kalam, President of India on his maiden visit
to Manipur.

2. A 28-member troupe led by Shri S. Thanil
Singh, Pradhan Guru and Shri Th. Chaotombi
Singh, Production Unit in-charge, took part in
the Konark Festival organized by the Odissi
Research Centre, Bhubaneswar from 1 to 5
December 2002. The group presented a
programme of Traditional Manipuri dance and
music on 4 December and Meghdoot(dance-
drama) on 5 December 2002.

Festival of Manipur

A 4-member troupe of the academy performed
Nata Sankirtana and Maharas at the Festival of
Manipur at Swabhumi, Kolkata on 17 January
2003. Organized by the Government of Manipur
in collaboration with the East Zone Cultural
Centre, Kolkata, the festival was inaugurated by
Shri Ved Marwah, governor of Manipur and Shri
Shyamal Dutta, governor of Nagaland, on 15
January 2003. The festival continued at different
venues in Kolkata till 19 January 2003.

Another group of 20 artists performed a dance-
drama, Wainu Pareng, on 17 January at Swabhumi
and on 19 January at Gorky Sadan, Kolkata

Homage to Rajarshi Bhagyachandra,
Murshidabad, West Bengal

The shrine of Lord Govindajee in Murhidabad,
West Bengal, is associated with Rajarshi
Bhagyachandra, the great composer of Manipur
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