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REPORT ON COTTON AND HAIR BELTING INDUSTRY

1. An application for protection to the belting industry was made

to the Commerce Department, Government of

Applieation for protection India, on 5th December, 1945, by the Indi.

and reference to the -genous Belting Industries Association, Caleutta.

Board. It ecomprises three members, wiz, the Bengal

Belting Works, Lid.,, Calcutta, the India Belting

and Cotton Mills Ltd., Serampore, and the Hindusthan Belting and

Spinning Mills, Ltd., Serampore. The original application was pressed

by the Association further in its letters, dated 5th April, 1946, and 4th

June, 1946, The case was referred to the Board by Government in

their Resolution No. 218-T(55)/45, dated 12th October, 1946, read witk

paragraphs 2 and 7 of their Resolution bearing the same number, dated
8rd November, 1945,

2. Under the Board’s terms of reference which are stated in para-
graph 5 of the Resolution of 3rd November,
1945, the Board has to inquire and report whe.
ther the industry satisfles the following conditions :—

(1) that it is established and conducted on sound business lines ;
and

(2) (a) that, having regard to the natural or economic advan--
tages enjoyed by the industry and its actual or probable
costs, it ig likely, within a reasonable time, to develop
sufficiently to be able to carry on successfully without pro-
tection or State assistance ; or

(b) that it is an industry to which it is desirable in the national
interest to grant protection or assistance and that the
probable cost of such protection or assistance to the som-
nunity is.not excessive.

Where a claim to protection or assistance is found to be established,
i.e,, if condition (1) and condition 2(a) or (b) are satisfied, the Board
may recommend (i) whether, at what rate and in respeet of what
articles, or class or deseription of artieles, a protective duty should be
imposed ; (ii) what additional or alternative measures should be taken
to protect ov assist the industry ; and (iii) for what period, not exceed-
ing three years, the tariff or other measures recommended should re-
main in force. In making its recommendations, the Board has to give
due weight to the interests of the consumer in the light of the prevail-
ing -conditions and also consider how the recommendations affeet in-
dustries using the articles in respeet of which protection is to be granted.
3. The main typeg of belting in use are (a) solid woven, cotton and

. hair, rubberised or bituminised, (b) leather and

8cope of the inquiry. (c) rubber. Of these, the manufacture of rubber
belting is undertaken by only one firm, viz.,, National Rubber Manufae-
turers, Ltd., Calcutta, and its production is practically confined to motor
car fan belt, the case of which has been dealt with in the Board’s report
on the Rubber Manufaeturing Industry. As for leather belting, the

Terms of referencs.



manufacturers of this articls did not evinee any interest in the inquiry.
Out of the fifteen manufacturers of leather helting, to whom the Board’s
questionnaire was issued, only one replied;, but at a very late stage of the
inquiry. Moreover, although the representatives of the industry present
at the hearing of the case asked for the inclusion of leather belting in the
inquiry, they admitted that the selling prices of indigenous leather belt-
ings were at present definitely lower than the prices of the eurrespond-
ing imported leather beltings. Consequently, leather belting was exclud-
ed from the scope of this inquiry. The present inquiry was thus confined
to solid woven, cotton and hair, rubberised or bituminised, beltings only.

4. On 18th October, 1946, the Board issied a press communiqué, in-
N viting associations and persons imcluding pro-
Method of inquiry. ducers, importers and consumers directly inte-
rested in this industry or depending upon it for their stores, who- wished
their views to be considered, to submit their representations. The Board
algo jssued detailed questionnaires to producers, importers, consumers and
associations, A list of those to whom questionnaires were issued and
those who replied thereto, will be found in Appendix I. The Bengal
Belting. Works at Rishra, Serampore, was visited by Dr. . L. Dey, &
member of the Board, on B8th January 1947. Mr. R. N. Kapur and
Mr. R. Sundaram, Board’s Technical Adviser and Cost Aecounts Oflicer,
respectively, visited the Bengal Belting Works and India Belting. and
Cotton Mills, both at Serampore, on 27th June, 1847, for the purpose of
preparing an estimate of cost production. Oral evidence of the repre-
gentatives of producers, importers, eonsumers and aseociations was heard
at Bombay on 15th and 16th July, 1947. The namen of witnesses who
were examined at the hearing will be found in Appendix II

5. At present there are four firms manufacturing golid woven beltings

. of cotton and hair yarn, vsz., the Birkmyre Bros.,
History of the industry. g "o Bengal Belting Works Ltd., the India
Belting and Cotton Mills Ltd., and the Hindusthan Belting and Spinning
Milis, Ltd. All the four factories are sifuated in Serampore near Caleutta.
The Birkmyre Factory was started as early as 1882 and the Bengal Belting
Works in 1926. The other two firms came into production during the
last war. The cotton, hair and canvas ply belting industry applied for
tariff equality in 1925, on the gromnd that, while their finished produet,
viz., belting, was free of duty. three of their raw materials, viz., cotton
yarn, camel hair yarn, and black proofiug, were aubject to import duties
of 5 per cent., 15 per cent., and-15. per cent. ad valorem, respectively. It
was thus a cose of tariff inequality. An inquiry was held and a report
submitted by a previous Tariff Board. The Government of India accepted
gome of the recommendations of the Board, and in 1928 imposed a revenne
duty of 5 per vent. ad valorem on cotton, camel hair and canvas ply: beltiny
and reduced the duty on camel hair yarn from 15 per cent to 5 per cent. and
thus restored tariff equality. During the last war, when imporis of beltings
had been almost completely eut off, the indigenous demand was met by the
four firms mentioned above. This gave a fillip to the industry and its rated
capacity increased from 750 tons per annum in the . pre-war period to
1,770 tons as at present. Although this. expansion of the industry was
largely due to the initiative of the manufacturers themselyes, Government
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also had a good deal to do with it. When the supply position from the
U.K. became particularly acute, the Secretary of State for India, in Fehru-
ary 1943 suggested.that the import and distribution of beltings shouid be
regulated under a panel scheme. While a panel was being formed, the
Director-General of Industries and Supplies wag instructed by Government
to take all possible steps to encourage the indigenous belting industry. 'The
increased capacity thus set up during. the war was fully utilised by the
Supply Department to meet Government requirements as well as demand
from industry, which would have otherwise been badly handicapped. The
Bengal Belting Works, which ig the largest unit in the industry, has a
spinning plant besides some 60 looms for belting. Its spinning plant
turns out about 18 tons of cotton yarn per month, but this is far from
being sufficient for its full requirements, which have to be supplemented
by yarn purchased from other spinning mills in India. The remaining
three firms have to buy practically all their requirements of cotton yarn,
from the market. Iair yarn is imported at present. It was, however,
conterided by the indigenous manufacturers that Indian worsted yarn can
be effectively substituted for the imported hair yarn.

6. Raw materials required for the manufacture of cotton and hair
Raw materials. beltings are as follows :—

(i) Cotton yarn,

(ii) Hair yarn (for hair belting only),
(iii) Paint, and

(iv) Rubber,

Of these, only hair yarn is at present imported. It can, therefore, be
said that the industry is favourably situated in respect of its essential
raw materials. .
7. The process cousists of three operations, vie., preparatory, weaving
and finishing, and is not unlike the manufacture
Prccess of manutacture. of cotton piece-goods. In the preparatory opera-
tion, the yarn which is gupplied in hanks is chees-
ed, multi-plied, twisted and beamed for being used as warps. Similarly,
weft yarns are light twisted and wound over pirns. In the case of hair
belting, hair yarn, which is really a kind of worsted yarn made from all
kinds of long coarse hair, is used for warps and cotton yarn for wefts.
Weaving, which is the sccond operation, is carried out on special looms,
although the process of weaving itself is practically the same as for cotton
piece-gonds or for hessian cloth, ete., with the difference that more of plied
yarn is used in belting. The final or finishing operation is bituminising
or rubbevising the belting. Both cotton and hair beltings for use in
workshops are bituminised, while belts supplied for train lighting dynamos’
are rubberised. Bituminising is nothing more than black painting, which
is done by putting the belting into a black proofing tank and allowing it
to soak for 24 to 48 hours. It is then slung over roof beamg to dry. Tha
dried belt is stretched, calendered and rolled. For the dynamo belting.
ordinary cotton woven belting is impregnated with & solution of latex
compound and vulcapised.
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8. Belting is chiefly used for transferring mechanical power from

_ the prime-mover to the main shaft and from the

Uses of the product. main shaft to various working machines. It is

also used as conveyor belt, particularly in large

assembly factories, enginecring plants and mines. The dynamo belting is
used for train hghtmg purposes.

9. A statement of imports, by value, of cotton and hair beltings from
1937-38 onwards is given in Appendix 1IT A &
1BB. The statement shows that the maln source
of imports for both types of beltings has been the U.K., the other import-
ant sources of pre-war imports being Japau and the U.S.A. for cotton
beltings and Germany for heir beltings. The Account of India’s Sea-
borne Trade, however, does not record the figures of imports of beltings
by quantity or tonnage. Figures of tonnage of imported bellings for
1944-45, available with the Director-General of Munitions Productxon and
furmshed to the Board by the Department of Industries and Supplies,
are as follows :—

Imports.

1044 1045

(tons) (tons)

1. Hairbelting .. . Vel 5 . . .. 094 390
2. Cotton belting . e ) . .. o252 150
Total .. B48 540

According to Messrs. Lewis & Tylor Ltd., Caleutta, who als, furnished
figures of imports, which they stated were based on statistics availalle
with the India Office in London, the figures are as follows :—

Year ending Hair Couton

31st March (ﬁonu). (tons)
1938 331 ..
1939 265 99
1940 234 123
1941 267 117
1942 293 103
1946 497 ..
1946 312 160

In this conpection, it may_ be mentioned that the Board had considerable
diffeulty in estimating the tonnage of imports of beltings into this country
on account of the fact that the tonnage ig not recorded in the Account of
India’s Sea-borne Trade. We recommend that this should be rectified
and the figures of tonnage of imports of beltings gs well as their values
ghould in future be recorded in the Account of Sea-borne Trade of India.
10. The Indigentus Belting Industries Assolciation est%lmated that the
pre-war demand for beltings in the country was

Estimated demand. 1,260 tons per annum and that the present
demand was approximately 1,890 tons per annum. But these figures in-
plude, besides cotton and hair beltings, leather belts, v-belts, rubber and
eanvas beltings. It was not possible to obtain separate figure; of demand
for cotton and hair beltings alone. As regardy the present demand, the
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Director-General, Industries and Supplies, Government of India, estimated
it at about 2,000 tong per annum. The representatives of the different
interests present at the public inquiry agreed that this was a reasonable
estimate of demand at the present time, and thought that it was likely
to remain stable at thig level for the next two or three years.

11. The rated capacity of the indigenous factories and their actual
production in recent years were stated to be

at tion.
Tndigenous production as under :—

Rated oapa-
eity on two
Name of fastory shifta Aotual produotion
(tons) {tons)
1. Bengal Belting Works e .. 700 1044.453—475 (2 shifts)

1045-46—420 (,, )
July 198486 to
May *47
(11 months)—
350 (,, )

2. Birkmyre Bros. .o < ad 410 1044-45--190 (single shift)
! 1945-46—188(,, ,, )
1946-47—137(,, .. )

3. India Belting and Cotton Mills .. 330 1946.47—186 (2 shifts)

4, Hindusthan Belting and Spinning Milla - 330 1044.45—250 (,, ,, )
1045-46-—105(,, ,, )

——t.

1,770

We were informed at the public inquiry that a fifth belting factory
with a rated capacity of 330 tons per annum had been established in.
the Serampore (Bengal) area and that it was expected to gn into
production in a month or two. It will thus be seen that the rated
eapacity of the indigenous factories including the one likely to go into
production in the immediate future would come up to 2,100 tons. It
may, however, be pointed out that none of the factories has ever been
able to produce up to anywhere near the rated capacity in the past.
This is said to have been due to (a) the non-availability of adequate
raw materials and (b) the comparatively low efficiency of labour.
Though Birkmyres have attained nearly 70 per cent, efficiency, the
other factories have not so far gone above 60 per cent. Taking this
factor into account and also having regard to the improbability of tleir
being able 10 obtain their full requirementg of yarn in the near future,
we think that it would be safe to estimate the future total output of
these factories tq be between 1,200 and 1,500 tons per annum on the
basis of $0—70 per cent. efficiency.

12. Coming to the question of qué.lity, it is necessary to take up
. . two categories of beltings separately, wiz,
Quality of the Indigenons  ;ngustrial belting and train lghting _belting.
o To take up industrial belting first, the Director-
General of Tndustries and Supplies, Government of Tndia, has stoted



that the quality of the indigenous belting is, generally - speaking, as
good as that of the imported produet. A similar view, based upon the
experience of different railways, has been also expressed by the Rail-
way Board. Certain industrial associations, such as the Indian Tea
Association and the Indian Jute Mills Association, have, however, eom-
mented adversely on the quality of indigenous belting. After sifting
the evidence, we have come to the conclusion that the indigenous indus-
try is capahle of producing cotton and hair belting of acceptable quality
for industrial uses. It should also be noted that the failure of the indi-
genous industry to come up to the standard of the imported product
is, to some extent, due to its inability to get the proper quality of raw
materials, especially yarn, during the last few years. There is nd
reason why, with more experience, the indigenous industry should not
be able to manufacture beltings of the same quality as the imports.
Coming to train lighting beltings, which. are manufactured by the
Bengal Belting Works, the evidence showg that these beltings, which
are rolid woven cotton beltings, have been used by the East Indian
Railway and North Western Railway and that some of the beltings
have been found to remain in position and eontinue to be serviceable
for considerable mileage—as much as 80,000 to 50,000 miles. TIn other
cases, the beltings dropped somewhere on the way and the railways
have no idea as to whether this was due to defects of the beltings or
to some other cause. No conclusive evidence as to the durability of
the beltings, is, therefore, available, but the consensus of opinion of
the railways. as stated by the Railway Board, is that these beltings
do not stand up to the Railway Board specification E-14. that thev
are wolid woven cotton beltings, vuleanised, whereas the IL.R.S. speei.
feation T-14 veauires rubber beltines made by vuleanisation of frie-
tionised pliex of cotton ducks. It was, however, contended by the
revresentatives of the Bengal Beltine Works that although their beltings
Aid not come up-to the railway specification. they were good substitutcs
for the imported beltings and had served the purpose of train lightine
during the war. An examination of the cvidence on the matter leads
us to think that the train lighting beltings manufactnred in Tndia can
be improved so as to make them suitable for train lighting purposes.
We recommend that these beltings should be given, bv the Railway
Board, a fair trial under normal conditions and that, if thev are found
serviceable, the neccssary changes should be made in the Tndian Rail-
way Standard specification, so as to mhke these beltings acceptable to
the railwayvs.

13. (a) For the purpose of estimating the cost of production and
fair selling price. the Cost Accounts Officer

Estimate of oost of pro- attached to the Board. with the help of the
duction and tair selling Board’s Teehnical Adviser. costed the Bengal
price. Belting Works, which is the largest and most
representative unit in the industry. This fae-

tory is situated at Rishra near Serampore, Bengal. Tt is a public limited
company established in 1926 and is managed by managing acents. The
factory has got 60 looms for belting and 9 looms for fire hose. In 1943,
the firm added a spinning plant, which at present produces approxi-
mately 18 tons of cotton yarn per month, but this hag to be supplemented
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by other yarn purchased from the market. The hair yarn is imported
at present, bat Indian made worsted yarn can be substituted.

(b)Y Ag the management of the firm desired that its cost data
should be discussed in camcra and be treated as confidential, we are nct
inclnding the details of cost in this report. These detsils are being sub-
mitted to Government in a separate enclosure to the report, but the
firrn bad no objecticn fo ihe comparison of the overall cost figure with
the e.lf. prices at the public inquiry,

(¢) The frm does not maintain any systematie cost account, while
its produniion records are quite inadequate. Further the aceounts of
the vearg 1945-46 and 1946-47 were not made available for the purpose
of costing. The cost data available were those for the year 1944.45,
which was the vear of peak produyetion for this firm. This wag also
the Jast year in which the firm manufactured fire hoses, which form the
subject of another tariff inquiry by the Board. Tor these reasons, a
cost sheet was prepared by the Cost Accounty Officer for the year
194445, Taking the cost figures for 1944-45 as the basis and after
making necessary adjustments for changes in costs of raw materials
and wages in 1946-47, an estimate of cost was prepared for the year
1946 47.

(d) The cost estimate for 1946-47 was further adjusted for certain
expeeted changes in  cost during  the period 1947-48 to 1949 and an
estimate was made of the future cost of production during the next 8
years.

{e) The cost estimates for 1946-47 and 1947-48 to 1949-50 include :—

(i} Lonus paid to waca earnery at the rate of 2 months’ wages ;

(i1) contribution of the management towards the provident fund,
which has been recently established ;

(i) Thes om Paodstuffs snpplied th the w mkms at concessinn rates ;

(iv) prmmon for annual inerement to labourers at the rate of
Rs, 2! per head per month ;

(v7 Ba. 10000 towards research and lahoratory exnenses ;

(vi) Rs. 24000 towards the remuneration of 4 Directors, who .
form the managing apents and who are whole-time officers.
of the firm ;

(vii) Rs. 90.000 for the payment of minimum wages at the rate
of Rs. 55]- per month, as recommended by the Central Pay
Commission. We were told that the firm is going to give
effect to this immediately,

(viil) working capital .required has been estimated at 3 monthe’
cost of production and interest on this has been allowed
at 4 per cent. per annum ; and

(ix) the firm’s bloek capital comes to Rs. 9,30.645 and interest
cn this hag heen allowed at 10 per cent. per annum.

(I) The Roard’s cstimate of fair selling prices of cotton and “hair

eltings for the period 1947-48 to 1949.50 ir as under :—

Fair relling prices,

Cotton Belting. Hair Belting,

B’_ ¥ i_n 4" % }, 37 % i, 4" % 3
Re. 0-10-0 . Rs. 0-14-30 Re. 1.3-8 Rs. 1.12-9



14. Cotton, hair and canvas ply belting is included wunder
50(8) of the First Schedule to the Indian Tarift
Act XXXII of 1934 ag in operation on 1lst Janu-

Rxisjing duty.

item

ary 1947. The relevant extract from the Indian Customs Tariff, 27th

issue, is given below :—

Item Name ofthe Nature of Standard Preferential rate, if the article
No. artiole duty rate is the produce or manufacture of
A,
“The U. K. A British colony. Burma

80(38) Cotton, hair

and canvas

ly belting Revenue 4% ad Free
? or maohmery valorem

15. A statement of recent c.if. prices and landed costs of beltlngs

€. i.2. prices and landed

"is given in Appendix IV A & B. The latest
figures of c.i.f. prices and landed costs of cotton

sosts. and hair belting are given below :—
Cotton belting Hair beltmg

3')(}' 4’)(}' 3')(&' 4')(*'
e A A Ay

Ra.A.P. Re. A.P. Rs. A.P. Ra. A, P.

(a) C.i. £ . .. 0-156—2 1—3—4 1—3—9 1-15-#

(b) Duty at 7% . 0--1-2 0—1—5 0—1—6 0—-2—4

{6) Clearing charges 0—0—8 0-—-0—4 009 0—0—2

{d) Landed cost with duty 1—-1—0 1-5—1 1—6—0 2—2—0

(4) (®) © (D)

(A) Balmer Lawrie & Co,, Calcutta—for January 1946.
(B) Indo-British Trading Corporation, Calecutta—for July 1947.
(C) Balmer Lawrie & Co., Calcutta—Ffor January 1946.

(D) Balmer Lawrie & Co.,

Caleutta—for October 19486.

16. Comparison of fair selling price and landed cost.

Cotton belting
Al

Hair belting
A

~— N ]
3'x*' 4lxi'l’ 3’xi[l 4/’xi'
Rs. A. P. Rs. A.P. Rs. A P, Rs. A, P.
(a) C.i. L. . .. . .. 0-15-2 1--3—4 1-3—9 1—-15—6
(b) Clearing oharges . .. . 0--0-8 0-0—4 0—0—-9 0—0—2
{c)} Landed cost ex- duty (a‘+b) .. 0~15-10 1—3—-8 1—4—6 1-15—8
(d) Duty at T4% on c. i. f. e 0—1—2 0-1-—5 0—1-—6 0—2—4
(e) Landed cost with duty (o+d) o 1—1—0  1—85—1 1—f—-0 2—2—0
(f) Fair gelling price . . 0-10—-0 0-14-10 1-—3--5 1. 12—9
() Excess of landed oost ex- duty over :
fair selling price (o—f) ee 0—5-10 0—4-10 0—1—1 0—2-11
(%) Excess of landed cost with duty over
fair selling price (e—f) .0—7—0 0—6—3 0 -2-7 0—5—38
() (g) as per centage of (a) . 38-489, 259 5-499, 0-26%
(3; (A) as peroantage of (a) . . 46-159, 32-339, 13-089, 16-66%,



17. The figured of comparative prices given in the preceding pars
graph show that the fair selling prices of the
indigenous produets are lower than the ex-duty
landed cost of the corresponding imports and, of course, still lower
than the duty-paid landed cost of imports. The margin in favour of
the indigenous product is about 32 to 46 per cent. in the case of cotton
belting and 13 to 17 per cent. in the case of hair belting, if we take the
present duty into consideration. It would thus appear that, on the
basis of cost price eomparison, there is no need for protection at all,
But there is one important factor which has to be taken into account in
this case, a3 we have done in a number of other cases, There is a strong
prejudice in the minds of consumers against the indigenous produet
mainly on the ground of guality. In our view, this prejudice is to some
extent due to the fact that the manufacturers have not built up an adec-
quate marketing and servicing organizaticn, without which it is im-
possible for a product like belting to be established in the market. We
recommend that the manufacturers should take early steps to set up
marketing and servicing organization backed by propaganda and techni-
cal service, If the manufacturers act upon this recommendation and
take proper.steps to remedy this shortcoming, we see no reason why
the present prejudice should not disappear within a few years. In the
meantime, however, it is necessary that the indigenous maunufacturers
should be able to sell their product at an appreciably lower price than
the corresponding imports. During the public inquiry, it was agreed
that a price margin of 25 per ecent. should be allowed in favour of the
indigenous products on account of this prejudice, As the comparative
cost price figures given in paragraph 15 show, if we allow 25 per cent.
for prejudice, the existing duty gives more than sufficient cover for
cotton beltings, but is quite insufficient for hair beltings. The produe-
tion of eotton belting is, howcver, nearly two-thirds of the total output
of the Indian factories. Therefore, taking both cases together, we
consider that the existing duty should give adequate prctection to the
industry. We also think that the indusiry is likely to be placed on a
stable footing within a period of about 3 years. We, therefore, recom-
mend that the industry should be protected for the period ending 3ist
March 1950, and that the present revenue duty of 74 per cent. ad valorem
should be converted into a protective duty at the same rate, which should
remain in force up to 31st March 19507

18. The representatives of manufacturers present at the inguiry
complained that their biggest bottleneck was in
respeet of their principal raw material, iz,
cotton yarn. The following figures of the industry’s requirements of yarn
were given to the Board at the public inquiry :—

Protection recommended.

Other assistancs.

Bengal Belting Works - . .. -+ 60,000 lbs. per month
Birkmyre . . .. . 10,000 ,, ,, .
India Belting and Cotton Mills .. . .. bO000 ,, ,,

Hindustan Belting so,000 ,, ,, ,,

‘We had no opportunity to serutinise these figures and cannot say whether
they represent correct estimates. Wa, however, recommend that the
Textile Commissioner should aseess the industry’s requirements of yarn
and meet them as far as possible.
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19.- As we have not recommended an inerease in fhe present duty of
‘Biarden of protectio. ?‘k per cent, our recgmmendathn_s will not resule
- in the Imposition of any additional burden on
the consumers,

20. Our conclusions and recommendations are summarised as under -—

Bummacy of coaclusions
and recommendations.

(i) Tiic main types of heltingg in use are (a) solid woven, cotton
and hair, rubberised or bituminized, (b) lesther and
{¢) rubber. The present inquiry is confined to selid woven,
cotton and hair, rubberized or bituminized beltings only
(paragraph 3).

(i) There are at present four factories in the country manufactur-
mg cotton and hair beltings. -The rated capacity of the
judustry was 750 tons per annum in the preawvar period and
is 1,770 tons at present (paragraph 5). .

ii1) Of the four raw materials required for the industry, wiz.,
cotton yarn, hair yarn, paint.aud rubber, only hair yarn is
imported, the remaining three being available in the coun-
try (paragraph 6).

{iv) The Account of India’s Sea-borne Trade does not record the
figures of imports of beltings by quantity or tonnage. 1t
only gives figures of values. The main source of imports
of oottOn and hair beltings is the U.K. - The figures of ton-
nage ©of imports of belting as well ag their values should
be recorded in the Account of Sea-borne Trade (paragraph
9). :

(v) The present demand for cotton and hair heltines is estimated
at about 2,000 tons per annum, which is likely to remain
stable for the mext three years (paragreph 10),

(vi) The probable output of the industry in the near Iuture is
estimated at between 1,200 and 1,500 tong per annum (para-
graph 11).

(vil) So far as industrial beltings are concerncd, the quality of the
indigenous beltings is, generally speaking, as grod as that
of the imported produet. As regards train lighting beltings
manufactured in the country, although they have not been
found to be quite gatisfactory by the railways, they are
capable of improvement so as to make them enitable for train
lighting purposes. These beltings should he givin by the
Railway Board a fair trial under normal esnditions, and if
they are found servieerable, neecessary changes should be
made in the Indian Railway Standard spec.iiection so as to

zize these Dbeltings acceptable to the railways (paragraph

- s

(viii)} The manufacturers should take early stems to st up proper
marketing and servicing organisations (paragraph 17).

(ix) The existing revenue duty of 73 per cent ad tclorem shouid
Lc converted iuto a protective duty at the same rate, which
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shc;uld remain in force up to 3ist March 1950 (paragraph
17).

(x) The Textile Commissioner should assesg the industry’s require-
ments of yarn and meet them as far as possible (paragraph
18).

{xi) Our recommendations will not result in the imposition of any
additional burden on the consumers (paragraph 19).

21. The Board wishes to thank Dr. P, K. Kapre, of the Department
of Industries and Supplies, Mr. R. Subbiah, re-
presentative of the Railway Board, Mr. M.
Ahmadullah, Secretary to the Board, Mr. R. N. Kapur, Board’s Techni-
cal Adviser, Mr. R. Sundaram, Cost Accounts Officer atiached to the
Board, and Dr. Rama Varma, Assistant Secretary to the Board, for their
help in conneetion with the inquiry.

Ackaowledgmantss

C. C. DESA],
President.

NAZIR AHMAD,
Member.

H, L. DXY,
Member.

M. AHMADULLAH,
Secretary,

BoupAy,
11 August 1947.



12

APPENDIX L

List of persoms, associations or firms lo whom the Board's detatled question-
naires wecre issued amd from whom replies or memoranda were received
(vide paragraph 4).

In addition to all the Directors of Industrics, Provincial Chambers of Com-
merce & Trade Associations, relevant questionnaires were gent to the following
known producers, importers and consumers,

(Those who replied arg marked with an asterisk).

PRODVJCEZRS.
1, The Bengal Belting Works Limited, Calcutta.
*2, Birkmyre Brothers Limited, Caleutta.
*3 (sleutta Rubber Manufecturing Co., Caleutta.
. The Cawnpore Tannery Limited, Cawnpore.
5. The Chrome Leather Co. Limited, Chromepet.
6. Fastern Tanneries Limited, Jullunder.
7. Tarness & Saddlery Factory, Cawnpore,
8. Hindusthan Belting & Spinning Mills Ltd., Serampore.
9. India Belting & Cotton Mills Limited, Serampore.
30, The India National Tanuery, Cawnpore.
11. Mchar Bux & Company, Calcutts.
*12. Moriis Bates & Company, Caleutta.
13. The Mysore Chrome Tannery Co. 1.td., Bangalove.
14. Xational Chamois Works Limited, Csleutta,
15. Nutional Tannery Company Limited, Calcutts.
14. Nazir & Company, Calcutta.
17. Omar Brothers & Company, Caleutta.
18, §. X. Guba & Company, Calcutta.
19, Shafl Brothers & Company, Caleutta.
*0(. Texlile Leather Works Limited, Bombay.
01 Teztile Supplies Syndieats (India) Ltd., Bomhay.
09 The United Provinces Tanpnery Co. 1td., Cawnpore
93, The Upper India Tanneries, Jullunder Citv.
#21 The Western India Tanneries Limited, Bombay.

IMDPORTERS :
A, Alimohamed & Company, Caleutta.
A. C. Scn Gupta & Sons, Caleutta
A. M. Hassanally & Company, Madras.
A. P. Verdes, Bombay.
6. A. S. Abdullabhoy, Caleutta.
#3. Aleock Ashdown & Co, Lid, Bombay.
7. Ali Hussein & Company, Madras.
. Asiz Ingincering & Industries Co. Ltd, Calcutts
9. Palmer Lawrie & Company, Bombay.
10. Dwiboi & Company, Bombay.
*11. Best & Company Limited, Madras.
*12. Binny & Company (Madras) Limited, Madras.
13. Bombay Mill Stores Supply Co. Ltd, Bombay.

18
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*14.
15,
16,
17,
18.
19,
20.
21,
22,
23,
24,

25

“26.

*2T.

28,
20,
30,
31.

0

32
€33.
34.
35,
36.
*37.
“38.
€39,
40.
*41.
42,
43.
44.
45.
*46.
47.
*48,
*49.
50.
651.
*52.
53.
54.
*55,
56.
*57.
58.
*54,
6.

13

British Solid Woven Belting Asscciation, Caleutts
Buckwell & Company, Lahore.

C, Doctor & Co. Limited, Madras.

C. E. Cooling, Cawnpore.

Card Clothing & Belting Limited, Bombay.

hes A. Schieren & Company, Bombay.
Consolidated Mill Supplies, Bombay.

Dhanraj Mills Limited, Bombay.

Dunlop Rubber Co. (India) ILtd., Caleutta.
Edgar Handley & Compsany, Bombay.

Edward Parker & Co. Limited, Dundee.

Elford Edwards Limited, Calcutta.

Tederation of the British Rabber Manufncturers’ Association, Cal-

cutta, .
Federation of Leather Belting Manufacturers of the United King-

dom, Manehester,
Gaytee & Company, Lahore.
Gil'anders Arbuthnot & Company, Bombay.
Goodyear Tyre & Rubbexr Co. (India) Ltd., Caleutta,
Greaves Colton & Company Limited,” Bombay.
H. Hassan & Co., Madras.
H. M. Mehta & Co., Bombay.
Hogh @. Fyie, Dundee.
India United Mills, Ltd., Bombay.
Indian Textile Journal, Bombay.
Indo DBritish Trading Corporation, Calcutta.
J. Bracewell Limited, Bombay.
J. H. Fenner & Co. (India) Ltd., Caleutta.
James Carmichael & Sons, Dundee.
The Jupiter Mills Stores Company, Bombay.
Jute Industries Ltd., Calcutta.
Iols Company, Bombay.
Kilburn & Company, Calentta.
I. Armstrong Smith, Gresham Assurance Bldg., Bombay
Lesther Belting Industrial Association, Bombay.
Lewis & Tylor Limited, Calcutta.
Leyland & Birmingham Rubber Co. (India) Ltd., Caleutte.
M. C. Sundara Rajan & Company, Madras.
Madanlall & Company, Calentta.
MecGiavin & Company, Caleutta.
McGregor & Balfour Limited, Caleutta.
National Trading Company, Bombay
Nowrosjee Wadia & Sons, Bombay.
Nundlall Inderchand, Calentta.
Ormnerods (India) Limited, Bombay.
Parry & Company, Limited, Madras.
Ratanji Bhagwanji & Co., Delhi.
Roberts MeLean & Company, Caleutta.
S. ¥, Broachwala & Company, Calentta.
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81. 8. ¥, Hatim & Company, Calcutta
62. Shafi Brothers, Calcutta.
63. Shaw Wallace & Company, Caleutta.
*34, Simpson & Munro Limited, Caleutta.
65. The Sizing Materials Company, Limited, Bombay.
66. Solomon & Company, Caleutta.
*§7. Star Trading Company, Bombay.
68. Textile Supplies Syndicate (India) ltd., Bombay.
69. Textile Supplies Syndicate (India) Ltd., Indore.
70. Textiles & General Supplies Ltd., Bombay.
71. Ujagar Singh Khazansingh, Cawnpore.
72. Volkart Brothers, Bombay.
73. W. H. Brady & Co.. Ltd.. Bombay:.
74. Wazr "Chand & Brothers, Lahore.
756 William Goodaere & Sons, Ltd., Calicut.
CONSUMFERS :
*]. The Ahmedabad Jupiter Spg; Wvg. & Mfg. Co., Abmedabad.
*2, Th, Ahmedabad Advance Mills, 1.td.,, Bombay.
3. Ambica Mills, Abmedabad,
*4, Anglo India Jute Mills Co., Ltd, Calcutta,
*3. The Associated Cement Companies, Ltd., Bombay.
*g8. Atherton West & Co., Ltd., Cawnpore.
7. Batliboi and Company, Bombay,
. Bengal Belting Works, Ltd., Calecutta.
*9. Bharat & Company, Calecutta.
*10. Rharat Jute Mills, 1td.; Caleutta.
11. Bijili Cotton Mills, Ltd., Cawnpore.
12. Binny & Compeny, Lid., Madras.
13. Birkmyre Bros, [id., Caleutta,
*14. Brooke Bond India, Ltd., Calcutta,
*15. Cawnpore Cotton Mills Co., Cawnpore,
*16. Central India Spg., Wvg. & Mfg. Co., Ltd., Nagpur.
*17. Chas A. Schieren & Co., Bombay.
18. Deecan Paper Mills, Poona. _
*19. Dhanpat Mal Dewanchand, Lyallpur.
20. Dhaarvi Tanneries, Hide & Skin Merchants’ Association, Bombay.
21. Dycr Meakin Breweries, Ltd., Cawnpore,
*22. Dyer Meakin Breweries, I.td., Simla Hills.
23. B. D. Sasoon United Mills, Bombay.
24. BElgin Mills Co., Ltd., Cawnpore.
25. The Ganesh Flour Mills, Co., Ltd., Lyallpur.
*26. Qarlick & Co., Ltd.,, Bombay.
*27. Gopal Singh Mahendrn Singh, Saragodba.
28. H. M. Mint, Bombay.
29, Hindustan Belting & Spg. Mills, Ltd., Caleutta,
*30. The India United Mills, Ltd.,, Bombay.
31. India Belting & Cotton Mills, 1id., Serampore.
*32. Indian Jute Mills Association, Caloutts.

[v o]
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. Indian Machinery Co., Lid., Csletitta.

*34, Indian Ordnance Gun & Shell Factory, Cossaipore.

" 35
*30
37
38
39
“40
41
42
43
44

45,

*46

47,

48
*49
50
*51

52,

. dudian Ordnance Rifle Factory, Ishapore.
. Indign Sugar Mills’ Association, Caleutta,
. Indian Tea Association, Calcutta.
. Indian Textile Journal, Bowbay.
. Indigenous Belting Industries Association, Caleutta.
. Kamala Mills, Ltd.,, Bombay.
. Katikar Juie Mills, Ltd., Calcutta.
Lakshmi Ratan Cotton Mills Co., Ltd., Cawnpore.
. Lewis & Tylor Ltd., Calcutta.
. Mabarana T'lour Mills, Bombay.
Maneklal Hiralgl Spg. & Mfg. Co., Ahmedabad.
. The Marsden Spg. & Mfg. Co., Ltd., Bombay.
Master of the Mint, Bombay.
. Model Mills, Nagpur Ltd., Bombay
. The Modern Aiils, Lid., Bombsy.
. The Monogram Mills, Co., Ltd., Bombay.
. The Muir Mills Co., Ltd., Cawnpore,
Nagdevi Tool Steel Mart, Bombay.

53. New Egerton Mills, Dhariwal.

.

[S a4

4
£

. 0. T. Railway, Gorakhpur.
. Orient Puper Mills, Brajrajnagar, B. N. Rly.

56, Phoenix Mills, Ltd., Bombay.
57. Rajahmundry Paper Mills, Madras.

*58.

*59)

Richardson & Cruddas, Byculla Iron Works, Bombay.
, Shaw Wallace & Co., Calenita.

*60. Sukh Sancharak Co., Ltd.,, Muttra.

“61
*62

63.

*64
65

. Swadeshi Mills Co., Ltd., Bombay.

. Tata Mills, L.td.,, Bombay.

United Provinees (lass Works, Ltd., Behjoi, (Distriet : Moradabad).
. Upper Indian Chamber of Commerce, Cawnpore.

. Wazirchand & Bros., Lahore,
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APPENDIX II.

List of witneszes examined during the public inquiry held at Bombay on the

(A.) PRODUCERS.

Mr. 8. C. De, ..
Mr. 8. K. Chakraborty

Mr. G. A. C. Tovey,

Mr. 8. C. De

Mr. G, A, C. Tovey

Mr. P. S. Pandit, .. .
Mr, Charry, , .. .

Mr. R. K. Chickerir, ..

Mr. R. D. Vidyarthi, .

(B.) IMPORTERS.
Mr. K. Bhattacharya, .

Mr. T, H, Larder, .. .

Mr. X. K, Mehta,

Mr. G. A. Kulkarni,

Mr. ¥. W. Alexander, ..

Mr. Wilson,
Mr, Rutherford,

Mr, Lofts, . o

15th & 16th of July 1947.
(Vide paragraph 4).

.. R fThe Bengal Belting Works
. }Repmsentmg 1\ Limited, (%aloutta..

.e ” Birkmyre Bros : Ltd. Calcutta.

. } The Indigenous Belting Indus-

.. » tries Asgooiation Calcutta.

. ” Western India Ta.nnéries Ltd.
Bombay.

. : » Morris Bates & Co. Caleutta.

. 1 ,» Textile Leather Works Ltd.
Bombay.

afe e ,» Engineering  Association of

India, Calcutta.

.e . r» Indo-British Trading Corpo-
ration, Calcutta.)

1% o ,» Chas A. Schieren Co. New York
(Agents, HM. Mehta & Co.
Bombay.

»» Chamanlal Mangaldas & Co.
Ahmedabad. The Mill Stores
{Ahmedabad) Ltd. The Crom-
pton Engineering Co. (Madras)
Ltd. Jessop & Co. Ltd. Cal-
ocutta, & Kela & Co. Bombay.

. » ,» The Jupiter Mill Stores
Company, Bombay.
. »» The Consolidated Mill Suppliea
Ltd. Bombay.

British Solid Woven Belting
Association, Caloutta.

” Federation of Leather Belting
| Manufacturers of U, K. Man-
| chester2.

i } » » Lowis & Tylor Ltd. Caloutta.
. - »» Volkart Bros., Bombay.



{B.) IMPORTERS (oomtd.)

Mr. Tutton,

Mr. Allen,

Mr. A. K. Ghosh,
Mr. D. K. Inamdar,
Mr. G. A, Houfe,

Mr. Park, . .

(C.) CONSUMERS

Mr, A. M. Khatau, ..

Mr. R. Subbiah, .. o
Mr. R. W. Palmer, ..

Mr. J. A. Murray, .. .

Mr. D. B. Katrak, .
(D.) OFFICIALS.

Dr.P. K. Kapre, .. ..

17

Representing {

»

»

L]

QOrmerods (India) Ltd.
Bombay.

Sizing Materials, Co. Ltd,,
Bombay.

Greaves Cotton & Co. Ltd.,
Bombay.

Dodge & Seymour Ltd.,
Bombay.

Card Clothing & Belting
Ltd., Bombay.

Federation of British Rubber
Manufacturers, UK,

The  Associated Cement
Companies, Ltd., Bombay 1.

Railway Bon.fd, New Delhi,

Indian Tes Association, .
Calcutta.

Indian Jute Mills Association,
Calcutta.

The Mill Owners Association,
Bombsy.

Industries & Supplies Depart-
ment, New Dalbl.
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